
Annual Report of The Des Moines County 

Soil and Water Conservation District 
Fiscal year July 1, 1987- June 30, 1988 

Expenditures of funds provided by State of Iowa for Distnct CommiSSioners' 
Expenses, Office Supplies and Expenses, Office Equipment and Ftnancial 
Incentive Programs. 

1-M FUNDS-TRAVEL, OFFICE SUPPLIES, EXPENSES 
& EQUIPMENT 

Expenditures: 
Comm1ssioners Travel 
Office Supply & Expense 
Funds Released to State 

Total allocation from State of Iowa 

1987-88 STATE FINANCIAL FUNDS 

Expenditures: 
Terrace 2.750 lin. ft. 

Unobligated funds 
Obligated funds 
F.mds returned to State of Iowa 

Total Allocation 

1S86-87 STATE FINANCIAL FUNDS 

Expenditures 
Grade Stabilization Structure 
Grassed Waterways 1 ,500 
Terraces 250 ft . 

Released to State of Iowa 

Total Allocation 

REVOLVING FUND 
July 1, 1987-June 30,1988 

Balance, July 1, 1987 
Receipts: 
U.S. Treasurer- salary 
Interest transfer 
Flags 
Postage 
State Reimbursement 
Scales 
Seed 
Geode RC&D 
Total Receipts 

Subtotal 

Disbursements: 
Geode Specialities -salary 
Office Furniture 
Office Supplies & Expenses 
Postage 
lASCO dues 
Subscriptions 
Bank C'larges 
Soil Judging contest 
Typewri ter repair 
CD investment 
Sales tax 
Total Disbursements 

Balance, June 30, 1988 

$14,980.00 
2,035.85 

81 .33 
1.19 

621.12 
24.87 

748.20 
~ 

$18,875.12 

$14,980.00 
383.16 
187.48 
220.90 
140.00 
19.97 
12.48 
9.74 

134.40 
5,000.00 
~ 

$21,127.28 

3 

$908.82 
$486.72 
$204.46 

$1 ,600.00 

$10,988.53 
2,707.47 
2,616.50 

90.97 

$13,696.00 

$10,789 19 
750.00 
167.65 

1,897.16 

$13,604.00 

$3,445.11 

$18,875.12 
22,320.23 

21 ,127.28 
,$1.1 92.95 

Conservation Reserve 
Program-An Alternative 

By Lisa M. Koch, Soli Conservationist 
Are you fanmng marg1nal areas that don, 

quite pan out at harvest time ~ Are you inter­
ested 1n establishing a natural area or wildllle 
habitat' The Conservation Reserve Program 
may be an option for you to conSider. 

The Conservation Re serve 
Program(CRP), commonly referred to as the 
tO-year program, IS a program avattable 
through the Untied States Department of 
Agriculture in which a producer can idle h1ghly 
erod1ble land in exchange for an annual pay­
ment. Th1s payment rate is detenmned by the 
producer when he/she enrolls their land 1nto 
the program. Th1s area is then stabilized and 
maintained as a grass seeding or tree plant­
ing. Cost-share is available to assi~t produc­
ers in getting cover established, which will 
remain for the a tO year period. Now buffer 
strips along watercourses are eligtbte for 
enrollment and With new regulations is the 
poSSibohly lhal walland and scour erosion 
areas (land near streams whiCh expenence 
oul-ol-bank flow) may be ehg~ble . 

n you are interested in Wildli fe, CAP is a 
good opportunity to establish a natural area. 
CAP land can be stabifized with a variety of 
plantings - such as cool season grasses, 
warm season grasses, treesandwildllle plant-

1ngs (a combination of grasses, shrubs, trees 
and food plots), or possibly enhanced as a 
wedand area. The district and soil conserva­
bontst, wildlife biologist and distnct forester 
are available to asSist you in planning an area 
to benefit and attract species you deSire. 

On the national level, 28.1 million acres 
have been enrolled 1n the Conservation Re­
serve Program. Producers throughout the 
state of Iowa have enrolled 1.6 million acres, 
and Des Moines County producers have en­
tered 4,413 acres since the first sign-up in 
March 1988. 

To rematn eligible tor USDA benerrts, pro­
ducers farming highly erodible land need a ~ 
conservation compliance plan by December ~ 
1989. As this deadline approaches many 
producers are taking a second look at CAP. 
Depending on characteristics of your farm, 
such as tenain and soil types, CAP may be a 
comparable altemabve when 'Mimg your 
conservabon plan 

The e!Qhlh sign-up lor lhe Conservation 
Reserve Program W1K be held February 6 
through February 24 at your local AgnculuaJ 
Stabilization and Conservation Service offiCe. 
~youareinterestedinCRP,contactywlocal 

Soil Conservation SeiVice or ASCS offices for 
details. 

Conservation Work 
Has Responsibilites 

By Kathy R. Baughman, Soli Conserv• 
tfon Technician 

Do you knowwhatisrequiredol you when 
you decide to do conservation practices? 
When you apply for cost share lunds you 
should discuss with your contractor and the 
SCS offtce, what the specifications of the 
project are and what your responsibilities will 
be. The Des Moines County SCS office sends 
a list of responsibilities to every cost share ap­
plicant when the appttcation IS mailed out If 
you do not rece1ve a list be sure to ask for a 
copy. Read the list and if there IS anything that 
you do not understand or would 6ke to ctanfy 
be sure to ask at your SCS offtce. 

There is a ten y~ar maintenance agree­
ment that goes along with federal cost share 
lunds and a 20 year agreement WJth state cost 
share lunds. Remember that a good place to 
start w1th matntenance is on the uplands. 
Some measur&s that you m;ght conSider are 
crop residue maintenance, field borders, and 
contour farm1ng. Ulllize the crop residue that 
you have by leaving 1t on top of the sod to 
matnta1n the soil that would otherwise be 
washed away into waterways, tenace chan­
nels, or ponds. 

Some things that you need to remember in 
maintaining your structures are· 

1. Check structures after heavy rains. ~ 
you notice any cutting or washing fil lOOse 
areas as soon as posSible. 

2. Good sod is essential to an effective 
waterway. To establish a vigorous sod you 
should fertil ize. 

3. Check for sed1ment bu1ld-up. Remove 
any build-up in terrace channels and replace 1 
it on top of terrace. 

4. BurrOWtng animals can do damage. 
Watch for them and let them know that they 
sould take up residence elsewhere. 

5. No bee 1ntakesand oudietsof structures. 
Make sure that they are operating the way that 
they were designed to. 

6. Finally, be sure to fence ear1h fill areas 
on ponds; livestock can do great damage to a 
darn or emergency spillway. 

These are a few maintenance practices 
that should take l1ttle effort Remember fthat 
thewaterfallbeglnSWithatrickle So fix1tnow. 

If we can be of any asSistance contact our 
officeat319-753-6221 or 1104 Derekllncoln 
Dnve, West Bu~1ngton, lA. 52655 


