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Rotote crops with legumes.
Tost for needed chamicoh
Keep o chack on soil Hith

Den't ever work we seils.

Pt muich o0 sail swrfoce.
Use varied plowing depths.
Leam seil mansgement!l
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CONSERVATION SPEECH CONTEST

St{lents in Ida County can earn valuable prizes by entering and
wifing in the 1976 lowa Soil Conservation Speech Contest
adording to Burdelle Knudsen, Chairman of the Ida Soil
Cdservation District.

|
S#dents in grades 7 thru 12 are eligible to win a $25.00 savings
b@d locally, a $30.00 top prize regionally and as much as $410.00 in
pfes on the state level. Second and third prizes are given on
ravonal and state levels.

!

sperity”’. Interested students should contact the local Soil
1servation for details. If there is enough interest for a local contest,

Toic for this year's contest is ‘‘Soil Conservation - Lifeline to
ate will be set up for one in October.

SQIL CONSERVATION ART CONTEST

L s Like

Mo

he Ida Soil Conservation District has sponsored an art contest
luring the past four years. District officials have been extremely
rleased with the interest and results-of the contest each year.
Art work from the various towns in Ida County show our younger
jeneration can appreciate conservation if given the opportunity.

Three winners each are selected in grade school and in high
school in each town. Banks in the respective towns provide
money for high school winners while the Soil Conservation District
provides the prize money for the grade school divisions.
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FINANCIAL REPORT

1M Budget (State Appropriated)

Commissioners expense, mileage etc.
Office supplies..........
Printing. . . .
Prizes for contests
Rental for meetings......
Materials for demonstrations.
Office expenses
Meeting expenses
Total expended

2M Budget (State Appropriated)

Clerk's salary, Ins., Ipers. . . § 8,503.55
State Aide's salary, Ins., Ipers 8,926.02
Clerk's mileage, expense. . ... RRRRES [ it 147.81
State Aide's mileage, expenses. . L 2253.73
Total expended. ........oovneis $17,831.11
3M Budget (State Appropriated)
1974-1975 Allocation. ..., «.ees 5 $23,845.31
Soil Conservation Practices Installed 23,575.45
Funds Returned to Dept. of Soil Cons 269.86
1975-1976 Allocation. . . . ...vv. X $29,080.00
Soil Conservation Practices Installed. . . . .20,120.80
Funds Obligated. . .. .. 8,959.00
Unobligated Balance. , ; & 20
3M Budget (Stae Appropriated)
Long TermAgreements
1974-1975 Allocation. .. . (. A, 5,754.69
Soil Conservation Practices Installed. 5,004.69
Funds Obligated 750.00
1975-1976 Allocation. g, : $5,000.00
Soil Conservation Practices Installed.. ... 844.25 @ -
Funds Obligated. ... <ieee...2,000.00
Unobligated Balance 4 $2,155.75

July 1, 1975 to June 30, 1976
WATERSHED MAINTENANCE FUND

(Held in Trust by the District for Maintenance -tures)
of Watershed Structures)

Cash on Hand, July 1, 1975 $ 1,489.02
Receipts £, 14,447.42
Expenditures. .................co... LAY .. 15,289.97
Pass Book Savings 550.00

Cash on Hand, June 30, 1976, ........... ... i 96.47

Time Certificates 29,274.16
Pass Book Savings. . .. 609.82
GENERAL FUND
Cash on Harid, July 1, 1975 $2,145.57
Receipts k ; 8,272.20.

Tree Sales 3 7,420.31
IM Reimbursement. ... . ........cooi.. 851.89
Expenditures. . . 9,920.47

Little Sioux dinner 100.08
Tree Purchase & Expense .. .4,459.10
Field Equipment. . , W 7472
Donations. , 48.00
Office Supplies 113.71
Office Expenses 141,05
Contest prizes 153.75
Commissioners Expense 93.03
State Dues “ 100.00
Outdoor Classrooms seeve. 1498
Subscriptions A 24.25
Fair Booth Materials ons 30.00
Postmaster i § . 160.90
Soil Stewardship Materials . 88.45
Annual Report IR 194.45
Awards Banquet b 24.00
Pass Book Savings 4,100.00
Cash on Hand

Pass Book Savings

FORWARD

Here is the report of our activities within the Ida Soil
Conservation District for the past fiscal year.

Considerable work was lished during fiscal year 1976
but much more could have been done if.enough money and

p had been ilable. It is heartening to see how
concerned landowners are in regard to caring for their land. It is
frustrating to not have enough money to carry it out.

We offer our sincere thanks for the assistance and
cooperation provided by various people and organizations
during the past year. The job certainly requires many hands
and we appreciate your help.

The Ida Soil Conservation Commissioners & Assistants .

It Makes Good Sense To
Practice Conservation—$ Tool!

DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS

SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS

Pictured L to R: Burdelle Knudsen Chm.,John Higgins, Leonard Ernst, Harlen Dausel,
Ramon Johnson

Commissioners and Terms of Office

Burdelle Knudsen, Chairman 1da Grove January 1979
Leonard Ernst, Vice Chm.* 1da Grove January 1983
John Higgins* Galva January 1983
Ramon Johnson Holstein January 1981
Harlen Dausel Battle Creek January 1981

* These two members have the option of serving until January 1983, or resigning prior to the
current election so a successor can be selected.

|
DISTRICT ACCOMPLISHMENTS |

T O <O <GER —e- ~<a—

Fiscal 1975 ‘
New District Cooperators 24
Conservation Plans 28
Cooperators completing one or more practices 229
Groups Assisted 11
Contour Farming-Acres 2,357
Grassed Waterways-Acres & 70
Farmstead Windbreaks-Acres 11.3
Erosion Control Structures 3
Drainage Tile-(Feet) 37.1 miles
Parallel Terraces 21.6 miles .

~EEe ~<mr

I T s < A <RS- <SR ~CID = <
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CONSERYATION LISTRICT
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‘ation Brings -

Awards

PG IO Hady e, o, wiw
lives about five miles from both
Cushing and Holstein. For 55
years Heilman has lived on his
farm, and now son Bob farms the
ground. Heilman senior was one
of the first in his area to have
contour lines laid out so he could
farm “'on the level."" Both Mr.
and Mrs. Heilman continue to
lead an active life on the farm.

The Bernita Thorborg Mead
farm is located four miles north of
Cushing. Albert *'Bud’’ Leonard
is in his sixth year of operating
the farm, and'Larry Thorborg of
Galva manages the farm for his
mother, who resides in Arizona.

Several years ago, all of the
Mead farm that drains into the
Bitter Creck Watershed was
terraced. Prior to that, a dam was
installed on the fenceline between
them and their neighbor, Carl
Huth Sr.

| Creek to Bring

For Ida Folk

final dam in the project, which
will cost nearly $200,000. The
dam will be a rolled earthfill 48.5
feet high and 1,000 feet long. The
Ida County Conservation Board is
developing a 252-acre park
around the lake.

Total cost of the Crawford
Creek project is $1.3 million, with
various government agencies
providing the funds. Sponsors are
the Ida County Soil Conservation
District, the Ida County Conser-
vation Board and the Ida County
Board of Supervisors. The local
Soil Conservation Service is
providing funding and technical
assistance,

The Crawford Creek project
began in 1965 to reduce flooding
and erosion of an 8,322-acre area.
The entire park project will
include 12 small detention pools
for gully stabilization, three
full-flow structures upstream and
the multi-purpose  recreational
structure,

Godbersen-Smith Construction
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COUNTY FARMERS

Battle Creek
365-4428

UNDER THE BIG OAK:--Dale Neville, keeper of the grounds at Moorehead Pioneer
Park, takes a break under an Indian burial tree located next to the old Moorehead House

Co. of Ida Grove has contracts for
the big dam, four smaller dams
and two stabilization structures.

Local Committee
To Search N
For Clean Water

Ida residents have organized an
effort to help other lowa counties
search for clean water and find it
by 1983

On July 21 the Ida County
Resources Coordinating Com
mittee was born. Lead by Leonard
Ernst of Grant Township, the
committee is one of 100 working
to come up with a plan for clean
water by Nov. 1, 1978, the date
such a plan is to be presented to

the ,Governor of lowa. Other

officers in the local committec
include Roland Jensen of L
Township. who will

serve
secretary-treasurer and Bob Mit
chell of Blaine Township who wil
serve as Ida's representative o
the West
District Adyisory Committee

Towa Conservar

The resources coordinating
committees across lowa will be
responsible for reporting to th
Governor and to the
mental Protection
1978. The committees will at
tempt to identify goals

del for water

Environ
Agency by

an

 Opening Soon

Dale Neville against a
building in Moorehead Pioneer
Park which he
building he’s anxious to point out

leans
is repairing, a

was once upon a time a rendering
plant. That structure, just east of
the motoreycle hill climb trails, is
one of the many park
receiving Neville's daily
tion

areas
atten

The former county road super
visor for nearly 24 years already
has brought a look to
Moorehead Pioneer Park since he
began serving as park custodian
in July. Neville was instrumental
in leading the clean-up efforts at
the park the past weekend

He's putting in 10 hour plus
days to bear down on a park he

new

says has gotten behind. I just
enjoy trying to keep things
cleaned up.” So far the park
director has concentrated his

efforts on the clearing of trees
mowing, opening up of trails,
repairing storage sheds, cleaning
up shelterhouses...and enough
other areas to make Neville

Hunting Seasons

lowa's 1976 season
opens Oct. 1 the first
segment of the duck season opens
Oct. 2 archery
season will get underway one-half
hiour before sunrise on Oct. 2

Goose hunting
excellent

gOOsE
and

lowa's deer

prospects are

according to lowa
s . Hartley and Lester Vohs

Conservation Commission wild
life officials

declare
When

It's been constant

time allc Neville
obb Park and the Galva
When Crawford Creck

ws,

rest stop

Watershed is finished, Neville
will oversee that recreational
area. 'l think when we get

Crawford Creck Park we'll be in
good shape for parks.""

Neville's yard at his Ida
Grove home shows he's dedicated
to the outdoors. **You're conser

own

ving nature out here'' at
Moorehead and you're conser:
ving the hills by the natural

surroundings. But little wildlife
now lives in Moorehead Park, and
some residents are worried that
the efforts to clean up Moorehead
last weekend may have destroyed
more natural habitats. “‘I think
the problem is there are a lot of
coons in the park.” A few deer,
very few wild ducks
and fox also are creatures of the
park, Neville says

When the park custodian isn't
actively' working to beautify the
park, he may be taking reserv

pheasant

He's Out to Save Beauty
Of Moorehead Pioneer Park

and then

ations from campers
proceeding to make plans to
clean shelterhouse

prepare a
Over Labor Day 18 campers used
the park, Neville says, and came
from_such areas as Sioux City

Rockwell City, Fort Dodge
Manilla and Denison. *‘Most of
the people who come out are

pretty cooperative’
the park, the custodian reports
Neville is not locking the park
gates because people have shown
they can behave after closing
hours

and respect

Neville also has begun a project
of posting signs around the park
to direct traffic. He plans to mark
such historical sites as the old
Indian burial tree next to the
Moorehead House. For the park
custodian, the signs help recap
ture the history to be found in the
park. “I can remember people
living here,’’ Neville says of the
Moorehead House. The park

custodian first came to Ida Grove
in 1952 after serving in World
War Il and the Korean War,

DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS---Five Ida men serve as soil conservation district
commissioners and make sure conservation in their territory is receiving top attention.
Serving this year are (back row from left) Burdelle Knudsen, Leonard Ernst, Ramon
Johnson and (front) John Higgins and Harlen Dausel. Both Higgins and Ernst are winding
up terms on the board and do not plan to run for re-election. The three candidates for the
coming November election of the district commissioners

are Leonard Degen, George

plans, provide available resource
information, identify
regulations that should be
veloped

rules
des
developing
priorities for future action pro.
grams, identify and / deliniate
wategshed areas having common
probfems and assist in selecting
alternative courses of gction in
water quality management plan.
ning

assist in

Box 112

Earth Moving

Dave Mathers

Cushing, Io\wa

Ph. 384-2336

and/

YOUR FARM AND
YOUR FUTUR

m Witt

Battle Creek

PRACTICE SOIL CONSERVATION

WE CAN BE OF SERVIC

Specializing in Bench Terraces with our
977's - - The best to do the right job!

WITT CONST. CO.

Ph. 3654863

We have the
equipment,
manpower, and
experience to :
help you with
sound soil
conservation

practices.

&
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mother of four children. But no
matter. >

' do enjoy it. You eat a lot of
dirt and you breath a lot of dirt,""
but all the time you are helping to
save the soil, and that’s a good
thought, Shirley says. *‘I think
more people are accepting soil
conservation practices than used
to. There will always be dirt work.
People are always improving."*

Shirley Ruser, recently elected
to serve as an Ida Grove school
board member, wasn't born a dirt
worker, even though she did grow
up on the farm and found the
tractor an old friend. Her
husband has been moving dirt for
14 years and one day about seven
years ago decided he needed
help. “‘What started it all was
that he got stuck with one
machine, and I had to go pull him
out," she recalls. “Then he
decided he needed someone to
push him." Since that day, the
Rusers have been working as a
team, with Robert usually man-

owners, it is obvious they must
agree on what must be done
before a project can be started.

Watershed projects are prime
examples of cooperation, accord-
ing to Burdelle Knudsen, Soil
Conservation District chairman.
Many landowners have to agree
with each other and accept the
Soil Conservation Services, (SCS)
proposed plans. In addition, the
Ida County Board of Supervisors
usually is involved,

In Crawford Creek Watershed,
two structures involved Ida
County. The road structure
between Sections 15 and 22 of
Garfield Township and the
recreation structure in the county
recreation area were results of
Soil Conservation District - Ida
County Board of Supervisors
cooperation.

Another example of county -

ning the cat and Shirley pushing
him on the scraper. ‘‘They kid
Robert a lot that I push him
around,’* she assures.

Motorists who spot the Ruser
dirt moving crew sometimes look
twice to see the gal who's become
known as ‘‘Red’’ and ‘“'Pete’’ out
in the dirt. Even her family has to
think twice about the mother of
the household getting such a
down-to-earth job. ‘It took some
getting used to. They sometimes
worry about me. Driving big
machines isn't the safest thing."

When the Rusers build a
terrace, both the scraper and the
cat must join in for the task. *'I've
learned a lot since we got into it.
‘When I'was still on the farm, they
didn’t really push soil conserva-
tion as much as they do now. I
think terraces are a great thing.
You save a lot of soil and you gain
soil.™

The lady of the land often
tackles a job by herself. Hauling
dirt into cattle yards is a common
chore. The farmers accept a

ation Cooperation

district cooperation is the road
grading project in southern
Garfield Township. On this
four-mile stretch are numerous
reinforced concrete road culverts
that had to be lengthened to
accomodate the high fills. On all
of these culverts where grade
control was appropriate, and the
adjacent landowner consented,
the county incorporated grade
control.

*'This is an important bonus on
this road project. TFhe grade
control was put om at no expepse
to the farmer or Soil Conservation
District but provides needed gully
stabilization upstream,”’ Don
Kauffman, district conservation-
ist for the SCS, said. “We
certainly commend Don Shaw,
Ida County engineer, and the
board of supervisors for further-
ing our efforts,” he concluded.

A COUNTY ENGINEER'S PART---Don Shaw, Ida County
engineer, stands next to a reinforced concrete culvert on the
Garfield Township road project. The slanted portion provides
upstream gully stabilization.

(Photo by Don Kauffman)

woman on their place in the seat
of what usually belonged to &
man, Shirley says, and they aré
cooperative and helpful. She even
managed to pick up a $7 tip on
one farm, she laughs.

“The first time I went by
myself, Robert was working (W0
miles away with the dozer. I
almost panicked. My first job was
hauling into a farm yard." The
farmers would kid the new
worker about taking - out the
corner posts on their farm, And
she'd reply, "'If they get into my
way, I'll take them out."*

For the Rusers, there s safety
in the soil, for the work Is
plentiful enough for them to
support four children. But this
year could be different, they say.
“‘Farmers aren't going to spend
the money so readily. If the
government could just get more
money. It's pretty hard for the
farmer to do it by himself.""

While the dry seasons could be
tough on a dirt working crew, one
advantage is that ‘“‘therg isn't a
schedule. You go to work when
you get ready, “‘and that's a big

PIUs for a busy mother. *'I try not
10 work on Saturday. I have a
beauty appointment. 1 have to get
beautiful once in a while,”
Shirley Ruser declares as she
elimbs onto the cat. **You might
52y I'm almost a part-time
employee, Robert doesn’t always
need me

“‘Sometimes 1 wear out more
Quickly than at other times. We
have started at 6:30 a.m. or 7
@.m. which is kind of early by the
time you get.fout children up and
off to sthool."

Robert Ruser praises his wife
and tells her he may let her retire
today, but just for a few minutes
Having a wife as a partner in the
dirt moving business isn't half
bad, he says. The arrangement
seems to be jelling as soon as he
got organized. ‘'l tried pushing
her but I just about knocked her
off.”

Shirley returns to the shade
offered by her cat's umbrella. She
returns to her toil as ‘‘Pete'’ and
“Red” for a few more "hours
before she becomes the keeper of
her family's kitchen.
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A DOWN TO EARTH JOB---Shirley Ruser of Ida Grove doesn’t mind joining her
husband Robert in his dirt moving operations. In fact, she says she’s learned a lot more

about soil conservation since going on the job

IT PAYS TO

gVE Y

vide a source of water for livestock, fire

©equipment.

IDA GROVE, IOWA

ice Conservation

WE HAVE
THE EQUIPMENT
TO DO THE
RIGHT JOB
FOR YOU — -

, Irrigation and

\D SHAPED WATERWAYS— Permit more efficient hrmlné when machinery
sss all ditches.

soil and water to maintain and increase crop yields but still allow use of

run-off water continue to erode away your soil. We have tho equipment to
Jstructing soil conservina water control structures.

A CALL FOR ANY CONSERVATION JOB

user Dirt Moving

PH- 364-2485
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Plays An Important Role
: using the proper fertilizer, in the proper amounts, at
the right time adds greatly to the conditioning of your soil

IR

THE LAND THAT
@ PROVIDES YOUR

LIVELIHOOD

The soil. It holds a wealth of
potential in the products
we grow. By rotating crops,
irrigating, replanting,
we help to keep
our land rich and
fertile . . . and assure
future growth.

"
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€O-OP Can Supply This Service
We have the knowledge and capabilities to offer you
the best fertilizer service anywhere

See us today--




lensen Finds That Less Is More

the chisel plow increased by 206
per cent during that period, The
use of tillage equipment other
than the board plow rose by
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LESS IS MORE----Roland Jensen of Ida Grove is a believer in minimum tillage
conservation practices and carries them out with his Buffalo till planter which he also

72 per cent during the six-year
span. )

Loren Schuett of Holstein calls
himself a minimum tillage fiend
who is now trying out the buffalo
slot no-till planter which he
purchased from Jensen. The
machine allows the farmer to
plant in established sod with
minimum disturbance of the top
soil. The slot planter eliminates
the need for plowing when
rotating from grass or alfalfa to
row crops. The slot planter carves
a narrow row for seed placement
and the remaining foliage(be(-
ween the row is sprayed with a
herbicide. By the time cultivation
arrives, the space between the
rows is ready to be cleaned out
with a sweep, and ridge can be

in the Ida County Soil Conserva-
tion District art contest, according
to Burdelle Knudsen, chairman

Prizes of $10 for first place,
$7.50 for second and $5 for third
are provided by the local bank to
the award winners in the junior
division and senior division from
each county school.

Winners in 1976 include:
Holstein schools, junior division -
1. George Schmidt, 2. Jeff Drury
and 3. Susan Streck; senior
division - 1. Kirby Leonard, 2
Michele McGuire and 3. Stacy
Vollmar

S <3

built for next year's planting,
Despite the ““trashy’’ look that
the minimum till plant method
leaves across the farmland, the
outcome could be a treasure of
good yield. Meanwhile the farmer
is saving himself a lot of time'ang
labor by eliminating plowing,
discing and harrowing, and early
planting can mean bigger yields,

The second advantage is thag
the crop residue stays on top
where it decays and breaks down
into organic matter faster. The
fertile top soil remains on top to
give a quick boost to seedlings
The buffalo till planter also offers
accurate planting and placement,
with an exclusive shoe that makes
a narrow furrow for the seed.

For the Ida County farmer who
can live with a “‘trashy” look to
his farmland and remember that
looks aren’t everything, minimum
tillage could be the answer.

-

Art Contest Winners

Ida Grove, junior division - 1,
Bryce Hauschildt, 2. Brad
Schulke and 3. Jean McDermott
and senior division, 1. Shelley
Wolterman, 2. Karin Johnson and
3. Sandy Ehler.

Battle Creek schools, junior
division, 1. Melissa Preston, 2.
Mae Schultz and 3. Kathy Albers;
and senior division, 1. Pete Reitz,
2. Rich Mitchell and 3. Andy
Marten.

Odebolt-Arthur schools, junior
division, 1. Matthew Braunsch-
weig, 2. Paul Kerns and 3. Dawn
Thevenot

Dirt
Construction

Goodburn

Cushing, lowa

Ph. 884-2399

SLOT NO-TILL PLANTER---Loren Schuett of Holstein is
disturbing the soil as little as possible with his Buffalo
slot-no-till planter which he purchased from area salesman
Roland Jensen.

(Call me for o)
Fertilizer-Lime
Spreading

&

FOLLOWING GOOD SOIL
CONSERVATION PRACTICES

Is the BEST way to protect your farm and
maintain its fertility and productivity—

Congratulations

to the members of the board of directors of Ida County’s
Soil Conservation district and the professionals who are doing
such a fine job in the county for conservation.

New Tiling Machine

To better serve area farmers,

we have purchased a new

additional tiling machine.

1232312222 RRRRRARRIRRRRARE ~

WE SUPPORT AND ENCOURAGE SOIL
CONSERVATION——HOW ABOUT YOU!!

LUNZMAN TRENCHING
& SUPPLY

IDA GROVE

Chester Hanson

\ Holstein 368-4452

TOGETHER - - LET'S PRACTICE

‘Would you
believe...

a high-speed
plowdown
that can’t
segregate?

Chevron

RTHO

VL CONSERVATION

Ortho can help you with the preservation of your soil with
a Fall - applied Nitrogen Program

EVERYONE BENEFITS WITH SOIL CONSERVATION

It is difficult to believe, isn't it

“High-speed plowdown" would definitely. indicate a
dry, broadcast fertilizer. And everybody knows that dry
fertilizeringredients have different shapes and densities
and that they tend to segregate during handling and
application. The result: uneven, unreliable plant feeding,
at best; reduced yields and profits; at worst.

Well, would you believe . . . UNIPELS?

UNIPELS have all three primary nutrients — nitrogen,
phosphorus, and potash — chemically combined in
precise ratio in each pellet! You couldn't segregate
the nutrients if you tried. Y

What's more, every pellet has the same shape and
density for the most uniform distribution possible when
applied from a broadcast-type spreader. And, no more
trouble regulating spreader flow,

The result: a balanced, controlled diet for every
plant in the field. ¢

Come see us and learn more about the speed, ease,
and effectiveness of UNIPELS.

It'll make a believer out of you!

MILDENSTEIN FERTILIZER

Battle Creek, lowa

e T AP
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%Y talk in Ida County
st that, much to the
'ent of District Con-
Don Kauffman.
1says a sojl survey is
Jcally because even
¢ soils haven't chan-
lcrsmndmg and inter-
W the soils definitely
8ed.”" But the Ida
ervisors didn't see it
4 ¥hen Kauffman met
ard in January. They
vey would cost too
iown good.
survey, being advo-
he Ida County Soil
n District, would cost
5,000 per township or
11000 all told. But the
1d be responsible for
d of the cost or about
th state and federal
! units picking up the
f the costs.
nty were to apply for
fvey now, the work
‘¢ started until 1981
ike about three years
Kauffman said. By
1976, S1 counties in
9 4d completed a soil

were then being
nd 20 more had
hemselves but were

vnf‘zu ng list.
i '1 says “it doesn't
ri mean it's right

1gs achieved by using
remove inequities in
1 uations could pay for
ventually, Kauffman

{ ‘ryone is doing it,""

s
the map

;‘Ir\u\ would eliminate

the needt r costly professional
ippraisef and would eliminate
4y mides made by local

|
persans | ¢ properly trained to

recognird ifferent soils, Kauff:
man sayq

Soil Surv_ey':

AN INVENTORY OF SOIL

A soil survey is an inventory of
the soil resources of a particular
survey area. The inventory is
based on properties and char-
acteristics of the soil three to five
feet deep. d

Gerald Miller, an extension
agronomist at lowa State Univer-
sity, said that soil surveys tell
each soil’s depth, organic matter
level, texture, natural drainage,
water holding capacity, plant
available water, permeability,
inherent nutrient supply, slope on
which the soil occurs and degree
of erosion which the soil has
experienced.

The soil survey is important for
a farmer who uses herbicides,
Miller points out. Many corn and
soybean herbicides have label
instructions regarding soil
organic matter, texture and pH.
Many herbicides change in
sensitivity as organic matter, pH
and soil texture change in a field.
Herbicide carry-over can be a
direct result of these factors.

Published soil surveys are a
source of information about these
factors for each soil type. This
information can be used to plan a
herbicide application for individ-

° ual fields.

Homeowners can use the soil
surveys for locating home sites
and suitable soil for liquid waste
disposal, Miller continues.

Ida County's supervisors, de-
spite the advantages Kauffman
continues to point to through the
survey, have not chosen to
finance the survey. Financing
could come through the county
assessor's office, but neither is J.
Wait Gailey, Ida County assessor,
sold on Kauffman's recommend-
ation. He says he would have to
hire a full-time person just to

Can It Pay Its Way?

implement the survey and over-
see the mapping. In the long run,
it would be more difficult for the
assessor to finance the survey
than for the county, Gailey says.
Gailey admits that the survey
might help the overall picture of
evaluating the land but at the
same time says he has had very
little pressure from the farmers to
conduct such a soil study

BUENA VISTA SURVEY
COMPLETED

Buena Vista County Assessor
Les Gingerrich says a soil survey
is a must. Plans for a soil survey
in his county began in 1967, but
the survey was, not completed
until July 1, 1974 and became
effective Jan. 1, 1975. Gingerich
reports the county's cost was
$32,000, which means the cost
today has doubled.

Gingerich says the point of
achieving a more fair assessment
is just one small benefit of the soil
survey. The ability of the survey
to help the farmers in working the
soil should pay for the survey,
Gingerich says.

And Kauffman is continuing to
insist on the soil survey. ‘A basic

is an example. Considerable
controversy surrounded that
county's zoning board's action,
but no one questioned what was
Grade A land. The capability of
the soil had been established by &
standard soil survey.

‘‘Ida County recently signed a
working agreement with SIMPCO
(Siouxland Interstate Metropol=
itan Planning Council), regional
planning agency for assistance in
developing a comprehensive
plan. While not an absolute
necessity, SIMPCO acknowledges
that a soil survey is a great
benefit in doing the job.

RISING COSTS

““Ida County Soil Conservation
District officials have asked the
Ida County Board of Supervisors
for a commitment on the soil
survey for the past three years.
This commitment would involve
paying cne-third ot the cost of the
survey. So far a commitment has
not been made. During those
three years the cost of the survey
has gone up from $11,000 to
$16,000 per township.

‘*At present, over half of lowa's

gountics have a completed sur
¥ey, In addition, soil surveys are
iD Progress or commitments have
been made in all but seven of the
Femaining counties. "’

A basic survey was made of Ida
County soils in the early forties
This survey is not detailed or

accurate enough to meet today's
Various needs, Kauffman said
#Since then we have learned

much about our soils. Until about
1960, for instance, we did not
know the difference between
Monona and Galva soils. Today
we know there is a significant
difference,"

Since that general survey was
done, soil surveys have been done
On a continuing basis up until the
present. The limitation of these
surveys is that they have been
done over a period of 30 years by
A number of different soil
scientists, and are not considered
adequate for valuation purposes,
Kauffman pointed out

“The key to adopting the
information from a soil survey for
use in land valuation is CSR. The

SOIL SURVEY
Continued on Page 12
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SCS STAFF---Keeping Ida countians in tune with good conservation practices falls
heavily on the shoulders of the local Soil Conseryation Service, headed by District
Conservationist Don Kauffman (right). Other staff members include C.0. “Dutch”’ Kraft,
conservation technician, Lou Collins, state clerk and secretary and treasurer to the
district, and Randy Sohm of Danbury, conservation state aid.

tool necessary for accurate
objective county zoning is a
comprehensive soil survey. It is
the most accurate source of
information on each soil's cap-
abilities and limitations, Ex-
ample: Woodbury and Buena
Vista Counties are zoned--based
on their soil survey. It will be
difficult for Ida Counties® newly
appointed county zoning board to
prepare a land use plan without
complete soil information
‘‘Various counties have set
aside areas of Grade A land for
agriculture--excluding all urban
development. Blackhawk County

COMMITTEE---Doing their part to help the cause of conservation in Ida County
wremefoers of the Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation County Committee, which
inclodd chairman Luverne Watters of Holstein (at head of table), Edwin Hargens of Ida
Grove | ft), Lawrence Strait of Danbury (back right) and George Witters, ASCS county

director and an advisor to the committee, meeting every two weeks. The

membd - of the committee are elected by h
3 r term will expire.

men. In Dy by

P

Strait’s

+/ORD *MERCURY *DODGE

VE'LL HAVE A BIG SHOW FOR YOU.

McCormick Motors

- _Ida Grove

It's Up to Each of Us to Preserve

Wc tend to look upon the land as an end-
less spring of resources. But it’s not! Qur
most valued natural assets are becoming less
abundant. It's time to realize that we get from
the land only what we put into it!

‘ ‘ / e must treat it with care in order to prop-
erly utilize nature's resources, rather than

drain them . .. preserve our countrysides and

the Good Earth!

waters, rather than destroy them. And it’s never
too late to start doing something about it!
/

hat we take away from the land, we can re-

place. How? By curbing the wasteful use
of our energy sources. Recycling. Replanting.
Revaluating our needs. And most important,
working together, to preserve a clean, healthy,
and thriving environment. Let’s start now.

This Ad Contributed in the Public Interest By

IDA COUNTY

STATE BANK

i IDAGROVE, IOWA

Office at Arthur

2l
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3 1975 without cost-share assist-

ance because it was unavailable.

bution  toward the conservation _
effort comes as a result of the

project. A total of five

is rep iti outlay
' by farmers not for
W Previously.

3 Personnel costs iated with

igned
donating their land for sites of
these A

-zi l!m‘above undertakings are

significant, While there are four
full-time people assigned to the
local Soil Conservation District,
% several more state and area
of personnel are involved in active

Watershed projects. Total person-
nel costs of federal and state
i conservation personnel during

|.q fiscal 1976 totaled approximately

e $100,000,
-d Still another significant contri-

1 Soil Survey -

Corn Suitability Rating is a rating
based on the land’s actual yield
Plus other factors affecting profit-
ability. The rating is based on
years of checking yields and
associated factors and ranges
from 100 to 0 numerically."*

¢ Three years ago Soil Conser-

vation District personnel did a
comparison of CSR and actual tax
Of  valuation on two 40 acre units per
le township. The samples were
I- run-down situations except that
n  they had to have been recently
n. soil mapped. Results were incon-
*d  sistant, Kauffman said. Tracts
te  with low tax valuations should

have been low CSR’s and vise
f  versa. Instead, for example, six
tracts had $205 tax valuations,

value of $17,500 is placed on
these easements.

The total of the various
contributions or expenditures for
conservation work identified
above is $842,300. Not included in
this total is the value of many
hours of donated time by soil
conservation commissioners,
.assistants, landowners and
others,

Continued from Page 11

but CSR ranged from 34 to more
than double that amount. The
study was not meant to be
complete, but rather indicates
there are inaccuracies in the
present method of valuation.

*‘Other than providing fairer
tax valuation and more accurate
information for zoning, could a
soil survey actually save the
county money? According to J.
Wait Gailey, if the state’s
valuation board found a counties’
valuation to be inaccurate, they
could order that county to conduct
a complete appraisal. The cost
would be considerably more than
the county's share of a soil
survey. The chance of this
eventually occurring is not
known. "

ANOVERVIEW OF § NSERVATION:--The Wesley Dreeszen farm located in Douglas
the first bench terraces built in Ida County. The year for their

Torip shows some
begiatng was 1967

BUILDING FOR TOMORROW---Ida County's Crawford Creek Watershed has been one of the big projects
highlighting the year of soil conservation in 1976. The aerial view shows work proceeding on one of the first structures
to be built this past spring and located on the Marvin Krayenhagen and Stuart Lee property in Garfield Township south
of Battle Creek. The structure, which cost about $50,000, has an 18-inch pipe running through it and will create a
5.8-acre permanent pool. (Photo by Aerial Courtesy of GOMACO)

the Land
that Loves
You...\ !

With Care and Reverence

It

Our very life comes from the land. The food

We Know the value
of practicing soil
‘conservation ----

we eat. ., the gir we breathe. .. are gifts

of the good green earth. So are things that

il "onervation Programs Like Our Rl e 1he soSEE
s Soi X

GRAWF RD CREEK WATERSHED

--That help to save precious soil

AREPROUD OF THIS PROJECT]

ST STATE BANK

silences . . . the vistas . . . the sense of space ;
—How About You-—

and the order of nature. The land is good
to us. Let's preserve and protect it. Y
1 8 Lt
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ASC Funds
83 Farmers

¥ County's Agrca
Iaation and Conse
Comittee (ASC

Stabi

n Count

° shared
$2,136 with prodcers 10 insta
teming o ther forms i (97
acoeding 1o George W

coutty executive
ASCS.

The temaces were constrocted
@ X fims. Sod
practice was used

The committee cost-shared
$7,000 wih fowr prodocers 1o
construct temaces and $4,000
with two praducens fo coastruct
and tile sod waterways

For the 1978 year, & total of
$60942 was wed by th
committee for the cost-share
porposes, The funds assisted 83
producers s da Coanty carry out
their peeded comservation work

' ' Grove, In. Sept. 23, 1976

da Men S\e‘e'ki'ng Seafs_On Conserv

natural resources conservation
'd development in the district.
¢ commissioners are to meet
least monthly in an effort to
*ep the long-range program for
‘nservatioh and development of
‘tural resources current and
'nprehensive, The commission-
s also are to manage all funds,
cilities and equipment belong-
8 1o the district.
The board must correlate the
strict programs with those of
er agencies involved in re-
Jurce planning and develop-
ent, such as planning commiss-
ns, special purpose districts,
unty conservation boards and
ers,

Leonard Degen of Holstein says
*'s running for a position on the
strict soil conservation board
*cause “'l believe that we have
conserve our resources, The
%od Lord only gave us so much.""
nd Degen adds that ownership
property does not imply that
1¢ can do with the land what he
ants. Future generations must
¢ considered as owners, too.
The 53-year-old northwest lowa
ative farms 200 acres of land
northern Ida in Griggs
'wnship and raises about 1,500
“ad of hogs each year. About 80
res of his land is contoured, a1d
has built some cut and fill
rraces. Degen also has installed
ween 4,000 and 5,000 feet of
le in recent years.
| The candidate says he is a
| cliever in minimal tillage. Right
ow, the farmer is overdoing the
llage. maintains.

| 2¢ attitude towards conservation
§ 1 his native territory. ‘‘North-
est lowa is ahead of the state as

whole, but I think we have a
»ng ways to go."~ Terraces and
ther conservation practices con-
inue to be in demand. *‘I do think
he local technicians are wonder-
ul people to work with."”

In rolling 1da County, especial-

“‘conservation is everybody's
usiness,”" Degen declares. "It's
ot just the man on the farm.
ve've got to control the water
here it falls out downstream.
ou can't coatrol a flood after it's
tarted."

Degen is the recipient of an
»wa Soil Conservation Achieve-
tent award given by the Des
foines Register and Tribune in
969 when Degen was a resident
f Cherokee County.

Presently, the candidate is a

Degen says he is pleased with.

IDA COUNTY

PIONEER RECORD

Coil
Conservation Edition

LEONARD DEGEN

member of the Holstein Library
Board, the Ida County Historical
Society, and the Holstein Kiwanis
Club, of which he serves as
secretary. Degen also is active in
Our Lady of Good Counsel Church
in Holstein,

He is the father of three
children, Elizabeth of Sioux City,
Christopher, a student at Buena
Vista College and Richard at

home.

George Hartley, 52, like the
other two candidates, was asked
to run for the soil conservatioy

commission, but there's more t§ »

the election than being drafted
he says. I believe in anything
that conserves soil and water, and
I'm willing to take a turn.’

The Battle Creek resident still
maintains @ farm in Maple

3

SAVE THE SOIL

We Urge All Farmers To Practice Soil Conservation
QRTHOAN WORK HAND-IN- HAND WITH YOUR
S0IL C(NSERVATION PROGRAM

Go ahead. Ask me.

7
A

thur E

ARTHUR, IOWA

How do UNIPELS go on fast?

How do UNIPELS work all season?

Why are there two forms of nitrogen and
phosphorus in UNIPELS?

What's so uniform about UNIPELS?

faSt * How will UNIPELS save me money on

liming costs?

* How can 100% available phosphorus resist

fixation in the soil?

The answers to these questions on UNIPELS
could mean a difference to the return on your
fertilizer dollar this year.
Come see us soon. (You may have some
. questions of your own.)

levator

GEORGE HARTLEY

Township where he uses *‘what-
ever (conservation practices) it
takes to get the job done™ on his
425 acres. ‘'I've got terraces on
every possible acre

“Basically, I'm for voluntary
methods of trying to achieve
conservation wherever it will
work. Sometimes we don’t think
conservation is moving quite fast
enough.”” And in many parts of
Ida County, it isn’t, Hartley
maintains.

“I think we're gaining on the

attitude. We're getting more
people involved in’ conservation
especially in this part of the
county.'" But other parts of the
county are “'kind of dragging
their feet.”" That could be

because in  Maple Township
unlike. some areas of*the county
‘‘we have more immediate
problems. They still have prob

lems in other parts of the county
but they're kind of overlooking
them.’

Hartley says he would like to
see more watersheds developed
in the county

The candidate is a member of
the Ida County Farm Bureau and
serves as a director for Maple
Township in the Ida County
Cattlemen's Association. Hartley
also is active in the Presbyterian

Church of Battle Creek, the
Masonic Lodge and the Lions
Club

The father of two children,
Fred, and James, has been

farming at Battle Creek for 16
years.

Fifty-year-old Lester Vohs of
Galva is the third candidate for
the soil conservation commission.
1947 has been

Since Vohs

ation Board

LESTER VOHS

farming and now is working 400
acres of land and also raising
cattle and hogs. One of the major
responsibilites of the commiss-
ioners as Vohs sees it is to make
people more aware of the need for
conservation. *'I think people are
getting more careful.'”

Vohs also sees a problem in the
financial picture of funding good
soil conservation. There never
seems to be enough money for
cost-sharing, the candidate says.

Vohs is a three-year member of
the Rural Electric Cooperative
Board of Directors and also serves
as a trustee in Galva Township
For the past several months, he
has served on the 17-man Ida
County Courthouse Study and

Planning Commission.

One of the most recent honors
for the father of four children,
which include, Jeff, Julie; Lisa
and Joel, came when he was
chosen as a representative from
eight churches to attend the
American Lutheran Conyention in
Washington D.C. being planned
for the month of October. Vohs
and his family are active in the St
Paul Lutheran Church in Hol-
stein.

This year marks the first time
the election of soil conservation
commissioners will be decided at
the géneral election in November.
All Ida County residents will have
an opportunity to vote for two
commissioners.

many field operations, cu

the Buffalo Till
chinery in row crop production
Buffalo

No matter
what you call it -
we’ve got the machine.

IDA GROVE

labor costs by %,

Phone (402) 564-3244

We call it the Buffalo Till Plant System. It's the original idea that eliminates
reduces wind and water ero-
sion, gets more from available rainfall. And year after year, in test after test,
Plant System outyields conventional and competitive ma-
You get bigger yields, more profit with
isn't that what you want? Write or call for. literature and prices.

»Bulfalo™ TILL PLANT SYSTEM \

Fleischer Mfg., Inc.

ROLAND JENSEN SALES

P. O. Box 848

® Buffalo Rigid Till-Planter
e Buffalo All-Flex Till Planter
® Buffalo Rear-Mounted Cultivator

e Buffalo Hydraulic Marker
® Buffalo Automatic Marker
® Buffalo Insecticide Cultivator

Columbus. Nebrasks 68601

2,4, 6 and 8 row

2,4, 6 and 8 row

, 6 and 8 row

Attachment

PH. 364-2371
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w0 dacy Hellian, w, wu
lives about five miles from both
Cushing and Holstein. For 55
years Heilman has lived on his
farm, and now son Bob farms the
ground. Heilman senior was one,
of the first in his area to have
contour lines laid out so he could
farm “‘on the level."” Both Mr.
and Mrs. Heilman continue to
lead an active life on the farm.

The Bernita Thorborg Mead
farm is located four miles north of
Cushing. Albert “‘Bud’’ Leonard
is in his sixth year of operating
the farm, and'Larry Thorborg of
Galva manages the farm for his
mother, who resides in Arizona.

Several years ago, all of the
Mead farm that drains into the
Bitter Creek Watershed was
terraced. Prior to that, a dam was
installed on the fenceline between
them and their neighbor, Carl
Huth Sr.

final dam in the project, which
will cost nearly $200,000. The
dam will be a rolled earthfill 48.5
feet high and 1,000 feet long. The
1da County Conservation Board is
developing a 252-acre park
around the lake.

Total cost of the Crawford
Creek project is $1.3 million, with
various government agencies
providing the funds. Sponsors are
the Ida County Soil Conservation
District, the Ida County Conser-
vation Board and the Ida County
Board of Supervisors. The local
Soil Conservation Service is
providing funding and technical
assistance.

The Crawford Creek project
began in 1965 to reduce flooding
and erosion of an 8,322-acre area.
The entire park project will
include 12 small detention pools
for gully stabilization, three
full-flow structures upstream and

ord Creek to Bring
ation For Ida Folk

UNDER THE BIG OAK---Dale Neville, keeper of the grounds at Moorehead Pioneer
Park, takes a break under an Indian burial tree located next to the old Moorehead House.

Co. of Ida Grove has contracts for
the big dam, four smaller dams
and two stabilization structures,

Local Committee

the multi-purpose recreational  TO Search ~

structure.
Godbersen-Smith Construction

SOIL

WE

'RACTICE
CONSERVATION

IT PAYS!
Call Me For

o CONERVATION WORK
GENERAL EARTH MOVING
@ CLEARING

AVE THE EQUIPMENT
70DO THE RIGHT JOB.

Rubber Tired Scoops.
— Motor Graders

STRUCTION CO.

Ph. 365-4428

Battle Creek

For Clean Water

Ida residents have organized an
effort to help other lowa counties
search for clean water and find it
by 1983

On July 21 the Ida County
Resources Coordinating Com-
mittee was born. Lead by Leonard
Ernst of Grant Township, the
committee is one of 100 working
to come up with a plan for clean
water by Nov. 1, 1978, the date
such a plan is to be presented to
the ,Governor of lowa. Other

officers in the local committee
include Roland Jensen of Logan
Township. who will serve as
secretary-treasurer and Bob Mit
chell of Blaine Township who will
serve as Ida's representative on
the West Towa
District Adyisory Committee

Conservancy

The resources coordinating
committees across lowa will be

responsible for reporting to the

Governor and to the Environ

mental Protection Agency by

1978. The committees will at

tempt to identify goals an
del for water

Hunting Seasons
Opening Soon

lowa's 1976 season
opens Oct. 1, the first
segment of the duck season opens
Oct. 2 archery
season will get underway one-half
hour before sunrise on Oct. 2.

Goose hunting prospects are
excellent,
Conservation Commission wild
life officials

goose
and

lowa's deer

according to lowa

He's Out to Save Beauty
Of Moorehead Pioneer Park

Dale Neville leans against a
building in Moorehead Pioncer
Park which he is repairing, a
building he’s anxious to point out
was once upon a time a rendering
plant. That structure, just east of
the motorcycle hill climb trails, is
one of the many park areas
receiving Neville's daily atten-
tion.

The former county road super
visor for nearly 24 years already
has brought a new look fo
Moorehead Pioneer Park since he
began serving as park custodian
in July. Neville was instrumental
in leading the clean-up efforts at
the park the past weekend

He's putting in 10 hour plus
days to bear down on a park he
says has gotten behind. ‘I just

enjoy trying to keep things
cleaned up." So far the park
director has concentrated his

efforts on the clearing of trees,
mowing, opening up of trails,
repairing storage sheds, cleaning
up shelterhouses...and enough
other areas to make Neville

declare, “‘It's been constant.”’

When time allows, Neville
tends to Cobb Park and the Galva
rest stop. When Crawford Creek
Watershed is finished, Neville
will oversee that recreational
area. I think when we get
Crawford Creek Park we'll be in
good shape for parks.'’

Neville’s own yard at his Ida
Grove home shows he's dedicated
to the outdoors. **You're conser-
ving nature out here'’ at
Moorehead and you're conser-
ving the hills by the natural
surroundings. But little wildlife
now lives in Moorehead Park, and
some residents are worried that
the efforts to clean up Moorehead
Jast weekend may have destroyed
more natural habitats. “‘I think
the problem is there are a lot of
coons in the park.” A few deer,
very few pheasant, wild ducks
and fox also are creatures of the
park, Neville says.

When the park custodian isn't
actively ‘working to beautify the
park, he may be taking reserv-

ations from campers and then
proceeding to make plans to
prepare a clean shelterhouse
Over Labor Day 18 campers used
the park, Neville says, and came
from_such areas as Sioux City,
Rockwell City, Fort Dodge,
Manilla and Denison. ‘‘Most of
the people who come out are
pretty cooperative’ and respect
the park, the custodian reports
Neville is not locking the park
gates because people have shown
they can behave after closing
hours.

Neville also has begun a project
of posting signs around the park
to direct traffic. He plans to mark
such historical sites as the old
Indian burial tree next to the
Moorehead House. For the park
custodian, the signs help recap-
ture the history to be found in the
park. I can remember people
living here,”” Neville says of the
Moorehead House. The park

custodian first came to Ida Grove
in 1952 after serving in World
War Il and the Korean War.

DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS---Five Ida men serve as soil conservation district
commissioners and make sure conservation in their territory is receiving top attention.
Serving this year are (back row from left) Burdelle Knudsen, Leonard Ernst, Ramon
Johnson and (front) John Higgins and Harlen Dausel. Both Higgins and Ernst are winding
up terms on the board and do not plan to run for re-election. The three candidates for the
coming November election of the district commissioners are Leonard Degen, George

Hartley and Lester Vohs

plans, provide available resourca ]

information, identify rules andf
regulations that should be des
veloped, assist in developing
priorities for future action pro-
grams, identify and 'deliniate
watershed areas having common
probfems and assist in selecting

alternative courses of gction in
water quality management plan.
ning

A

A\

Box 112

Earth Moving
URE

(o)
e\*a“ Ne®
ot

Dave Mathers

Cushing, Io\ua

\9400
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DON’T LET EROSIO
GET A GRIP ON

YOUR FARM AND
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Jim Witt

Battle Creek

PRACTICE SOIL CONSERVATION
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977’s - - The best to do the right job!

WITT CONST. CO.

Ph. 3654863

VICE

We have the
equipment,
manpower, and
experience to
help you with
sound soil
conservation

practices.
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mother of four children. But no
matter.

“‘I do enjoy it. You eat a lot of
dirt and you breath a lot of dirt,"
but all the time you are helping to
save the soil, and that's a good
thought, Shirley says. ‘I think
more people are accepting soil
conservation practices than used
to. There will always be dirt work.
People are always improving."*

Shirley Ruser, recently elected
to serve as an Ida Grove school
board member, wasn't born a dirt
worker, even though she did grow
up on the farm and found the
tractor an old friend. Her
husband has been moving dirt for
14 years and one day about seven
years ago decided he needed
help. “*What started it all was
that he got stuck with one
machine, and I had to go pull him
out,” she recalls. “Then he
decided he needed someone to
push him." Since that day, the
Rusers have been working as a
team, with Robert usually man-

owners, it is obvious they must
agree on what must be done
before a project can be started.

Watershed projects are prime
examples of cooperation, accord-
ing to Burdelle Knudsen, Soil
Conservation District chairman.
Many landowners have to agree
with each other and accept the
Soil Conservation Services, (SCS)
proposed plans. In addition, the
Ida County Board of Supervisors
usually is involved.

In Crawford Creek Watershed,
two structures involved Ida
County. The road structure
between Sections 15 and 22 of
Garfield Township and the
recreation structure in the county
recreation area were results of
Soil Conservation District - Ida
County Board of Supervisors

cooperation
Another example of county -

'QWh-fO-Edrf

~
ning the cat and Shirley pushing
him on the scraper. ‘‘They kid
Robert a lot that I push him
around," she assures.

- Motorists who spot the Ruser
dirt moving crew sometimes look
twice to see the gal who's become
known as *'Red" and *'Pete’’ out
in the dirt. Even her family has to
think twice about the mother of
the household getting such a
down-to-earth job. “‘It took some
getting used to. They sometimes
worry about me. Driving big
machines isn’t the safest thing.”

When the Rusers build a
terrace, both the scraper and the
cat must join in for the task. “‘I've
learned a lot since we got into it.
‘When I was still on the farm, they
didn’t really push soil conserva-
tion as much as they do now. I
think terraces are a great thing.
You save a lot of soil and you gain
soil."

The lady of the land often
tackles a job by herself. Hauling
dirt into cattle yards is a common
chore. The farmers accept a

vation Cooperation

district cooperation is the road
grading project in southern
Garfield Township. On this
four-mile stretch are numerous
reinforced concrete road culverts
that had to be lengthened to
accomodate the high fills. On all
of these culverts where grade
control was appropriate, and the
adjacent landowner consented,
the county incorporated grade
control.

*‘This is an important bonus on
this road project. Fhe grade
control was put on at no expepse
to the farmer or Soil Conservation
District but provides needed gully
stabilization upstream,”” Don
Kauffman, district conservation-
ist for the SCS, said. “We
certainly commend Don Shaw,
Ida County engineer, and the
board of supervisors for further-
ing our efforts,”” he concluded.

woman on their place in the s€
of what usually belonged to 4
man, Shirley says, and they
cooperative and helpful. She evel
managed to pick up a $7 tip 0
one farm, she laughs.
*The first time | went b
myself, Robert was working tW0.
miles away with the dozer.
almost panicked. My first job
hauling into a farm yard."
farmers would kid the. new
worker about taking out the
corner posts on their farm. And,
she'd reply, “'If they get into my
way, I'll take them out."*

For the Rusers, there s safety”
in the soil, for the work is
plentiful enough for them fo.
support four children. But this
year could be different, they say.
“'Farmers aren’t going to spend.
the money so readily. If the
government could just get ‘more
money. It's pretty hard for the
farmer to do it by himself.”"

While the dry seasons could be
tough on a dirt working crew, one
advantage is that ‘‘therg isn't &
schedule. You go to work when -
you get ready, ‘‘and that's a big

plus for a busy mother. *'I try not

{0 work on Saturday. I have a

beauty appointment. I have to get

1 beautify]

. “‘You might
I'm almost a part-time
employee, Robert doesn't always

‘Sometimes I wear out more

“quickly than at other times. We

have started at 6:30 a.m. or 7
@.m. which is kind of early by the
time you get fout children up and
off to sthool.""

Robert Ruser praises his wife
and tells her he may let her retire
today, but just for a few minutes.
Having a wife as a partner in the
dirt moving business isn't half
bad, he says, The arrangement
seems to be jelling as soon as he
gOt organized. *'I tried pushing
her but I just about knocked her
off,"

Shirley returns to the shade
offered by her cat's umbrella. She
returns to her toil as ‘‘Pete’’ and
““Red" for a few more hours
before she becomes the keeper of
her family's kitchen.
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A DOWN TO EARTH JOB---Shirley Ruser of Ida Grove doesn’t mind joining her
husband Robert in his dirt moving operations. In fact, she says she’s learned a lot more

about soil conservation since going on the job.

A COUNTY ENGINEER'S PART---Don Shaw, Ida County
engineer, stands next to a reinforced concrete culvert on the
Garfield Township road project. The slanted portion provides
upstream gully stabilization. (Photo by Don Kauffman)
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WE HAVE
THE EQUIPMENT
TO DO THE
RIGHT JOB
FOR YOU - -

provide a source of water for livestock, fire protection, irrigation and recreation.

AND SHAPED WATERWAYS— Permit more efficient farming when machinery

cross all ditches.

J1d soil and water to maintain and increase crop yields but still allow use of
»w equipment.

»d run-off water continue to erode away your soil. We have the equipment to
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soil water control

S A CALL FOR ANY CONSERVATION JOB

Ruser Dirt Moving

IDA GROVE, IOWA PH 364-2485

all

Fertilizer Ph;

for better profits.

See us today--

> -

ys An ssporiant Role

using the proper fertilizer, in the proper amounts, at
the right time adds greatly to the conditioning of your soil

€O-OP Can Supply This Service

We have the knowledge and capabilities to offer you
the best fertilizer service anywhere

Correctionville, Galva, Holstein, Ida Grove. Kiron

[

THE LAND THAT
PROVIDES YOUR
LIVELIHOOD

The soil. It holds a wealth of
potential in the products
we grow. By rotating crops,
irrigating, replanting,
we help to keep
our land rich and
fertile . . . and assure
future growth.
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