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By 19921owa farmers applied conservation 
practices to save 100 million more tons of topsoil 
than in 1982 enough to fill a convoy of 
dumptrucks 1 05 wide, parked bumper to bumper 
from Council Bluffs to Davenport 

• 

Iowa farmers praised for 
soil conservation progress 

As groups close to agricul~ CC?lebrate Ag W~. urne now that we can say Iowa farmers are changing 
drawing auention to the contnbuhons of Iowa agn- the face of the landscape. It's visual now- you can see 
culture to everyday life, a conservation agency is the difference grass is making on the land, in contour 

..... rnnc.>rv~ inn ~tl!s.>.tt!Je -.buffer strips, grassed waterways, and field borders," 
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Bob Scrivner was the recipient of 
the following awards and scholar­
ships at Clarke Community High 
School's A wards Day: $150 Three 
Chapters of Beta Sigma Phi Soror­
ity, $300 Woodburn American 
Legion,Hemdon/OehlenPost 157 
Scholarship, $200 Osceola Opti­
mistClubScholarship,$250Clarke 
County Sheriffs Posse, $200 Iowa 
Association of Scil and Water 
Conservation Auxiliary, Olamber 
of Commerce Senior Recognition 
Award and the Clarke Area Arts 
Council Recognition A ward for 
Drama. Scrivner is a graduate of 
Clarke Community High School 

Indianola, Osceola 
transfer case loads 

USDA reorganization 
not big deal in Clarke County 
Reorganization of federal farm 

offices, intended to make servtces 
"farmer friendher" will take place 
Oct I 

The change wtll not be drastic 
m Clarke County where all feder­
al agencies dealing with farm pro­
grams were already consolidated 
in one building at 709 Furnas 
Drive. 

One change will be in case 
loads of the former Farmers Home 
Admmtstrauon (FmHA). 

The agency, now named Rural 
Economtc and Community Deve­
lopment, will have housing case 
toads for Clarke County trans­
ferred to Warren 

Warren County farm case loads 
will be transferred from Indianola 
to Osceola 

It ts contemplated to have hous­
mg staff in Osceola one day a 
week; farm staff from Osceola m 
Indianola one day a week. 

The Farm Service Agency will 
also mclude the former Soil Con­
servation and Stabilization Ser-
VICe. 

"Havmg the farm credi~ team. in 
our office should make 1t easter 
both for the farmer and for the 
staff" said Bart Griffith, acting ' . director of the Farm Servtce 

Agency in Osceola. . . 
There will be cross trammg so 

technical staff has more knowl­
edge about farm credit programs, 
he said. 

Across the hall at the Osceola 
agriculture building the Soil Con­
servation Service has been re­
named Natural Resources Conser­
vation Service. 

Curt Donohue, district conser­
vationist, said many of the 
changes in that agency dealt with 
a reduction in staff "at upper lev­
els." 

There were not many changes 
at field offices like Osceola, 
"where we are the ftrSt line of as­
sistance to the farmer," Donohue 
said. 

More reorganization will occur 
- especially to increase the 
"farmer-friendliness" of the pro­
grams, he said. 

That reorganization is currently 
waiting passage of the 1995 farm 
bill by Congress. 

Other area changes involve 
Farm Service Agency offices in 
Decatur and Wayne counties tran­
sferring case loads much like 
Warren and Clarke counues. De­
catur will get all the farm cases, 
Wayne, the housing cases. 
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Grazing conference planned 
Tht 5!!cond Annual Graztng Management Conference will be 

Thur:.day, Jan 25 at Southwestern Community College in Cre~ton The 
conference w1lltake place 10 the Instructional Building from 9 15 a.m. 
to 4 00 p.m Reg1stra11on will beg10 at 8:30a.m. 

Grow Pa!>tures for All They're Worth will emphas1ze the econom­
IC benefits of pasture Improvement pracuces and how producers can ad­
JUSt the1r own ~ystems to 10crease profilS. 

Jim Gemsh. grazing expert from the Forage Systems Research Cen­
ter, Ltnneus. Mo., will be the keynote speaker. Gerrish will focus on 
mcreasmg pasture productivity and profits by uuhzmg natural cycles 
to manage land 

Accordmg tO Gemsh, "Sunshme and rainwater are free mputs tnto 
the feed value of every blade of grass in your pastures. You should thmk 
of your fann as one giant solar collector and water harvester The high­
er the number of green leaves 10 a pasture, the more solar energy and 
rainwater that are harvested "Understanding this concept is the first step 
toward estabhshmg a graz10g system that takes advantage of those "free" 
inputs. 

The conference will address a vanety of pasture improvement meth­
ods. Breakout sessions will offer choices on topics. 

An exhibit area will show the latest innovations in graz10g tech­
nology. Displays from area grazing proJects will illustrate newtechnol­
ogy and innovative methods used to improve ex1sting graz10~ systems. 

Reg1~trauons w1ll be taken at the door. The $5 registratiOn fee m­
cludes the cost of lunch provided by the. local cattlemen's assocmuon 
For further 10fonnation call your local extensiOn or NRCS office 

The graz10g conference IS sponsored by the soil and water conser­
vatiOn districts of Ada1r, Adams, Clarke, Decatur Mad1son, Rmggold, 
Taylor and Umon counties; the Leopold Center for Su<.tainable 
Agriculture; ISU ExtensiOn; Southwestern Comrnunuy College Adult 
and Continumg Education and Natural Resources Conservat1on Serv1ce. 
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USDA accepts 
683,000 acres 
into reserve 

Agriculture Secretary Dan 
Glickman has armounced 683,390 
acres have been accepted into the 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) 

The CRP provides rental pa~­
ment to fanners who retll'e envi­
ronmentally-sensitiVe acreage 
from crop production 

In Clarke County, nearly 
40,000 acres are enrolled tn the 
program. 

The Chnton Admtnistration 
plans to contmue supporting this 
h1gh ly successful conservation 
program and emphasize higher en­
VIronmental standards on land ac­
cepted for enrollment. 

"The bidding and enrollment 
processes for this signup were 
modified to ensure that only the 
most environmentally-sensitive 
lands were accepted," Glickman 
sa1d 

Among changes was the top 
rank10g of acreage offered for 
wmdbreaks. waterways, shallow 
water areas for Wildlife, filterstrips 
and shelterbelts In addition, bids 
10volving filterstnps and buffers 
rece1 ved a I 0 percent h1gher b1d 
cap. 

These practices are espec1ally 
1mportant because of the1r role in 
protecting and enhancmg water 
quahty and prov1ding wildlife 
habitat 

"The results of usmg this in­
centive exceeded our hopes, and I 
am espec1ally pleased that mc;>re 
than 33,900 acres of filterstnps 
have been enrolled," Glickman 
said Th1s is an increase of more 
than 2,700 percent above the 1,227 
acres enrolled in the 12th signup. 
Also, about 75,000 acres of trees 
will be planted, and over 2,000 
acres will be devoted to wildlife 
hab1tat 

State Fann Service Agency of­
fices had authonty to develop a 
flex1ble selection process on eval­
uating CRP b1ds to ensure that 
max1mum environmental benefilS 
are obtamed 

In addltton, unlike past signups, 
producers were nottfied of the bid 
cap before submtttmg bids. 

ln Iowa there were 4,066 bids. 
There were 1,728 contracts ac­
cepted wtth an average rent of 
$92 70 per acre 

Grazing workshop 
held here in February 

A planned graz1ng workshop 
will be held at the Clarke County 
4-H bUJld10g Feb 6 from 10 a.m.-
3 p.m. Registration beg10s at 9:30 
a.m. and lunch w1ll be served by 
the Clarke County Cattlemen's 
Assoc1at1on Reg1strat1on and lunch 
are free 

The workshop will address 
Management lntens1ve Grazmg. 
Local area farmers' topics w1ll m­
clude watenng systems, fencmg 
pract1ces, streambank stab1hzation • pasture carry10g capacity and 
record management. J1m Gerrish of 
the research center at the 
University of M1ssouri will be 
speaking on paddock design and 
pasture mana8ement. 

For more tnfonnation contact 
project coordinator Becky Harris at 
5 15-342-2917. 
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Clarke County FSA Office Shares Information 
On Planting Windbreaks by uz Abney 

Wmdbreaks protect bulld­
mgs and yards from wmd and 
snow They also protect fruit 
trees and gardens, and they 
prov1de shelter for wJidhfe. 

In addition, environmental 
plantmgs help to beaut1fy and 
screen houses and offices as 
well as lessen no1se 

If you are mtcrested m 
putting m a wmdbreak or en­
VIronmental planting thts 
spnng, one of your first stops 
should be the Clarke county 
FSA office where free re­
search mformation IS avatl­
able 

"Our office has so1l survey 
mformauon that we provide to 

the pubhc and we w1ll help 
them mterpret tt before they 
plant wmdbreaks ,"said Tim 
Doran, soil conservationist. 

Th1s mformation should al­
ways be used under natural 
soil conditions, and doesn't 
apply to area'> where the soil is 
brought in such as some suh 
divisions 

Before plantmg trees or 
shrubs, home owners should 
check to make sure the soil 
doesn't have too much clay to 
insure proper dramage, said 
Doran 

"Trees need proper so1l 
cond111ons JUM as much as the 
right climate and weather,' 

Doran said 
The FSA office w1ll also 

help 1dent1fy sot! PH problems 
and potential tree-growth 
problems. 

For example, if a wind­
break area 1s planted near a 
feed lot or ~round that has had 
feed lot dram age, there will be 
too much nitrogen in the soil. 

Th1s results 1n a nulrtent 
butld up makmg the so1ltoo 
tOXIC for tree growth. 

When planting a wmdbreak 
at least three rows of low and 
high broad-leaf and coniferous 
trees and shrubs w11l provide 
an area with the most protec­
uon 

Rows should allow for 12 
to 20 feet per row and the 
wmdbreak should be offset 50 
I 00 feet from whatever 1t is 
planted to protect 

This allows for snow to fall 
and accumulate without dam­
age to buildings and for tree 
growth 

"People need to remember 
that wmdbreaks are dynam1c 
m nature and will conunue to 
grow," said Doran. 

Tree growth can be mam­
tamed by prunmg unulthe tree 
reaches matunty. 

Eventually w1ndbreak 
mamtenance becomes re­
placement of trees that are 
damaged or dead 

Iowa has two cost-share 
programs available to assist 
the public in applymg conser­
vatiOn practices through plant­
mg wmdbreaks. 

The REAP or Resource 
Enhancement and 
Management Program IS ad­
mintstered by the Iowa 
Department of Agriculture and 
Land Stewardship. It will 
provide a 75 percent cost share 

not to exceed $700.00. 
The IWIP or Iowa Financial 

Incentives Program is a lso 
state wide and will cost share 
50 percent 

Both programs are required 
to be maintained for a 20 year 
period of ume. 

Tracts of land used in both 
cost share programs must be 
for agncultural production of 
over 10 acres, and must have 
$2.500 of agncultural products 
sold from them annually 

Windbreaks planted under 
these two programs need to 
follow state criteria wh1ch 
spec1fies a mm1mum of three 
rows w1th at least two rows m 

-

trees. 
The Clarke FSA office also 

provides soil survey mforma­
tton to the public prior to 
puttirrg-- in sept1c tanks, or 
building foundations. 

In addition, they w1ll help 
interpret information regard­
mg land slope, water drainage, 
and soil tyP.e for people inter­
ested in butlding berm homes. 

"We highly recommend 
that the public check these sur­
veys before purchasmg land 
for any of these mtended pur­
poses," said Doran 

For more 1nformat10n call 
the Clarke county FSA office 
at 342-2162. 



Seventeen earn 
awards at Murray 

Seventeen students were hon­
ored for their achievements during 
the school year at the annual 
Murray Htgh School Award Night, 
last Thesday. 

The recipients and their awards: 
Mtstt Boles, sot! conservation 
scho arshi~. AIB Alumni and 
Friends sc olarship and the Re­
pubhcan Women scholarship; 
Charlotte McCleary, Furnas schol-

( 
It 10V ) ~ arshtp, semor soctal studies awa~d. 
If .f. g "'- semor math award and semor 

() 0"' ~ Enghsh award; Amy Mullins, 
jJ/i}' ~t Southwestern Community Educ-

vtL- ;>t ation Foundatton Award; Chris 
t~<.l.i 0 \ Gibbons, Xi Eta Rho Sorority 
\ '( ~X. _A''' J scholarshtp and the senior science 
~..., C' M,... award; Laurie Dinham, Business 

'.;\) V' Horizon's Award and the Critics S \,U Choice Award; Josh Shields, artist 
of the year award; Jessica Leibold, 
best actress (fall musical); N ik 
Werner, best actor (fall musical); 
Tabitha Hill, best actress (Thes­
pian Night); Brandon Aschan, best 
actor (Thesptan Night); David 
McNichols, best thespian and 
honor thesptan. Lauren Flaherty 
and Mtsty Boles were honored as 
best crew members. 

Elizabeth Adatr and Josh 
Shtelds tted for the high school 
math exam award 

Typing awards went to Josh 
Hamtlton, Bruce Tracy, Cindy 
Roush and Jacla Kerns 

Clarke seniors receive aw; 
22 00 KLINE, DENNIS & VICKI 

Semor Awards Day for Clarke 
Communtty Htgh School garduat­
ing semors was May 23 m the htgh 
school gym. The rectptents of 
scholarshtps, awards and recogm­
tions that were gtven out are as fol­
lows: 

Nancy Bartell: $75 FHA Scholarship 
Sara Becker: $500 Jack JeHreys 

Scholarship, $200 P1ua Hut Scholarship, 
$200 Louise Fleming Scholarship, $100 
Osceola Eagles Lodge No 3495, $150 
Osceola Masonic Lodge, lntematlonal 
Honorary Society for High School 
Journalists 

Rose Blsh: $500 John Waller Memonal, 
$200 Dave Bell Memorial, $150 Osceola 
Eastem Star, $250 FFA Scholarship. 

Joe Bowdon: $2,500 Christina H1xson 
Opportunity Award 

Tafl Brown: Outstanding Senior Speech 
Award, Outstanding Senior Drama Award, 
Clarke Area Arts Council Recognition Award 
for DRAMA, Clarke Area Arts Council 
Recognlbon Award for SPEECH 

Amanda Collins: Clarke Area Arts 
Council Recognition Award for VOCAL 
MUSIC. 

Walen Collins: National Honor Society 
Susan Crawford: $250 +First Chnstian 

Church Memorial, $300 Blake Bequest 
Fund, SSOO Mlssoun Westem College 
Cheer1ead1ng Scholarship. 

Melanie Oeperchln: Clarke Area Arts 
Council Recogmtlon Award for DRAMA, 
Head Start Volunteer Award 

Todd DeVore: Acbve M1hlary-Anny­
$14,998 Montgomery G I. B1ll for conbnued 
post-secondary educatiOn. 

Steven Domina: Acbve M1htary-Army 
-$14,998 Montgomery G 1 Bill for conbn­
ued post-secondary edueabon 

Nathan Duff: Acbve M1htary-Army­
$14,99'3 Montgomery G I. Bill forcom:ntJn­
ued post-secondary education 

Jaime Fulton: Head Start Volunteer 
Award 

Angela Glazebrook: $200 Amencan 
Leg1on Woodburn, Hamdon/Oehlert, Post 
157. $100 Octagon Club, $150 Three 
Chapters of Beta Sigma Phi Soronty, $750 

~ 
Clarke County State Bank Alumni, $1,000 

, ~ c> Furnas Foundation. $1,700 Instrumental 
c.->""'-- Grant Graceland Collage, $1,500 Graceland 

Grant, Chamber of Commerce Recognition 
Award, Top 10 In High School Class, 
National Honor Society, Clarke Area Arts 
Council Recognition Award for BAND. 

Nick Gooa: $250 Osceola Lions Club. 
$100 Beta XI Chapter of Delta Kappa 
Gamma, $1,700 Waldorf College Academic 

Scholarship, $6,000 Waldorf Colleg 
Football Scholarship, Presidenbal Academ. 
Award 

James Hart: Acbve M1litary- Navy J.C.} 
$14,998 Montgomery G.l B1ll for conbnue SESE 
post-secondary education 

Megan Hartman: $500 Rotary Clut 
Nabonal Honor Society 

02701 
' ' 55122 
2484 69 00 MADDISON, BILLIE 

10 00 MONEY, BARNEY R. SR. & L1 

02785 12.00 
" 02698 63.00 
"OS2924B 195 00 
02694 16000 
" 02802 5000 

MYERS, CARLENE S 
MYERS, DAVID E. 
MYERS, IVAN 
PARMER, DON E & RAMSEY, 
SMITH, CHARLES 

Mike Haub: SSOO Clarke Count 
Hosp1tal Auxiliary, $500 Clarke Coun~ 
Cattlemen's Association, $400 Osceol~) & 
Drug, $400 Osceola Optimist Club, S20( 
Iowa AssoclatiQ..n 21. Ssv.L..an~ W'iilii: 51 00 SMITH, KENNETH E. 
Coqservation n;stiiCt COmmfssioneis'lN L L 02760 1 OO SPIDLE RICHARD & BAlOG 
,AUlohary. $1,000 Creston Wai·Mart, $4,500 IOWll r l'~i.. ..... no~ TTtni"'"'"GMANN F H & SAND 
Orake University Presidential Scholarship, Academic Award, Tandy Technology Sch< · · 
$1,000 Drake University Outstanding as Outstanding Mathematics, ScTimce a 
Academic Ach1eve-mant and Leadership Computer Science Student, Top 1 o In H GMANN. SANDRA & UW 
Award, $1,400 Furnas Foundation, School Class. Clarke Area Arts Cour-ES, RAYMOND 
American Bar Association Good Cit1zen Recognition Award for BAND. fSON, SHERRY L. & 
Award, Presldenlial Academic Award, Top Trevor Moore: $250+ First Christi 
10 In High Schoof Class, Outstand1ng Senior Church, Merchant Marine Acade1 
Drama Award, Nat1onal Honor Society, Appointment. 
Clarke Area Arts Council Recognibon Award Kelly Nennlg: $75 FHA Scholarshpp JOHN A & USA K 
for DRAMA, Clarke Area Arts Council $1,200 Furnas Foundation, Presldentpp JOHN A. & LISAK. 
Recognition Award for SPEECH, $250 Head Academic Award, Top Ranking In "Max Ke • · · 
Start ~cholarship, $90 American Legion Orahlng Fair" at SWCC, Top 10 In HiRRIS, DARRELL L &SHA 
Oratoneal Contest School Class. $500 Iowa State Acaden 

Jessica Hobbs: Clarke Area Arts Scholarship, lntemationaf Honorary Socit 
Counc11 Reco\ln11ion Award for BAND, for High SChool Journalists, National HorJNITY WD/CC 
$4,200 University of Dubuque Society, Clarka Area Arts Coun 

Misty Jackson: $2,040 AIBAJumm and Recognition Award for SPEECH MER STANLEY E 1 
Fnends Scholarship for Top 1 s percent of Maneo Patino: Head Start Volunte~OALL JUDITH Ai-m & H 
~~~;chool Class. Pres1dent1al Academic Aw~~acl Petersen: 5250 Osceola LIOI-.JOALL: JUDITH ANN & H 

Sondra Kellogg: PresidenbalAcadem1c Club, $1,000 Routh Scholarship, St,sc-lDALL, JUDITH ANN &NH 
Award, Top 10 1n H1gh School Class, Mount Marcy College Trustees LeadarshJRNTON, GREG (1/21 
Nat1onal Honor Soc1ety, Clarke Area Arts Grant, $4,750 Distinguished HonORNTON, GREGORY A 
Council Recognition Award for DRAMA Scholarship from Mount Mercy Collag; 
Clarke Area Arts Couool Recogn1bon Award Presidential Academic Award, Nallon,BB KENNETH M 
for VOCAL MUSIC. Honor Society, $250 Clarke County Shenff ' 

Laura Laogholz: $100 TTT FZ Posse 
Chapter Peggy Peterson: $200 Julie D. Gra,. 

Janet Leahy: International Honorary Class of '86 Scholarship, $750 Clark' ATE 35 WS/35 
Sooety for High School Joumal1sts. $2.445 Commun1ty Edueabon Assoclatlo 
Gracefand Grant. Scholarship, $500 Iowa State Academi'IROWS. CRAIG R 

Chris Lewis: $100 Clarke County Recogn1bon Scholarship, U.S Manne Corp. 
Republican Party, $4,000 Central Collage M~Award, Des Moines Register Norrtne<.--------1 
Grant for Academ1c Ail·State Team Princlpal't Discussion follow 

Clint Loghry: $250 FFA Scholarship, Leadership Award, Presidential Aeadami< water drainage, th 
$200 Woodbum ~asonic Un1ty Lodge No. Award, Tandy Technology Scholar AcademK l-d ; 
212, SSOO Savings Bond Clarke nom1nee for Top 2 percent of Class. Top 10 In High WI~ of the cu e·~ 
Servi·Star All-American Vocabonal Student, School Class, Outstanding Senior Orama1 protect and Within lh 
Dwayne Farmer RecogmoonAward Award, lntemational Honorary Society for. easementsforsewe 

Erin Lower: U.S Army Reserve Nabonal High School Journalists, National Honor, question as to thai 
Scholar/Athlele Award, Presidential Society, Clarke Area Arts Councl11 was being platted at 
Academic Award, Top 1 o in High School Recognition Award for DRAMA, Clarke Area by Council Membel 
Class. Arts Council Recognition Award for BAND. . ed b eounal Me~ 

Ryan Lundquist: $300 Subway Jason Powell: Active Military- Navy-· Y · l Ia~ 
Scholarship, $1,000 Routh Scholarship, S 14,998 Monlgomery G.l. Bill for continued 1 thPie pr1eli~;~~ ~ol Presidential Academic Award, National post-secondary education. 1 at WI 
Honor Society, Clarke Area Arts Council Kim Reed: $100 Octagon Club, $400j water main along 
Recognition Award for DRAMA Osceola Optimist Club, $1 ,000 Fumasy extended to the eaJ 

, _,.lh~r-ioQ. wtth.JarlJ)ofl 
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Two SWCD positions 
available in November 
general election 

A pair of new Clarke County I Soil and Water Conservation 
District (SWCD) CommiSSioners 
w11l be elected m November. The 
term of Terry L. Boles, Doyle 
Township, will expire Jan. 2, 
1997, and the term of Dan 
Johnson, Washmgton Township. 
will expire Nov. 5. 

Any qualified elector residmg 
in the SWCD is eligible for the of­
fice of commissiOner. Candidates 
seeking the office of commission­
er must file nommation petitions 
m the same manner as for other 
elective positions at the general 
election. 

Nomination petitions can be 
obtamed from the County Auditor. 
These pelltions. signed by 25 eli­
gible electors, must be filed with 
the County Auditor at the Clarke 
County Courthouse no later than 
4:30 p.m Aug. 28. 

County seeks soil and 
water commissioners 

The terms of two Clarke 
County Soil and Water Conserva­
tion District Commissioners ex­
pire this year. 

Individuals interested tn seek­
ing the office of soil and water 
conservation district commission­
er can obtain nominauon petitions 
from the County Auditor's office .. 
The nomination deadline is Aug. 
28. 

For further information abbut 
the respons•b•littes of a commis­
sioner, contact the Clarke County 
Soil and Water Conservation 
District office, 709 Furnas Drive, 
Osceola. 

• 
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Osceola water takes another PR hit 
Despite compliance with Federal rules, study claims atrazine levels unacceptable 

BY KEITH ISLEY 
Despite meeting Federal water 

quality gu•delines, the c1ty of 
Osceola's water supply took anoth­
er pubhc relations hit last week, 
with the release of a study that 
named Osceola, as well as other 
commumt1es, as havmg "unaccept­
able" levels of farm pesticides. 

The Environmental Working 
Group (EWG) study. entitled 
''Tough To Swallow," deab with se­
lected mumc1pal systems across the 
Midwest, and with collected test re­
sults from government and pesti­
Cide mdustry sources. 

Osceola's water system is men­
tioned as part of a reference table 

1 on page 33 of the report, which m­
dicates an annual average concen­
tratiOn of atrazine (a popular crop 
herbic1de) of I 45 parts per b1llion 
m local water 

However, that level1s well with­
in federal Safe Water Drinking Act 
guidelines, which allow up to 3 
parts per bilhon-tw1ce the annual 
level measured m Osceola 

In other words, accordmg toes­
tablished federal guidelines, Osce­
ola water is safe to drink and does 
not v1olate any regulations for pes­
ticide contamination 

What the EWG study does 1s 
create a new "one in one million" 
cancer risk standard, using a differ­
ent federal law, the Food Quality 
Protection Act 

Under that gu1delme, EWG 
claims the maximum allowed ex­
posure for atrazine should be 0.15 

parts per b1llion 

IMPROVEMENTS MADE . 
What the EWG study does not 

show are the efforts that have been 
made over the last several years to 
reduce pesticide residues in West 
Lake. 

From 1991 to 1995, the West 
Lake Water Quality Planning 
ProJect pursued a mult1-pronged 
approach to reducing runoff of soil 
and pesticides mto the reservoir. 

Funded by an Environmental 
ProtectiOn Agency grant, the pro­
Ject offered financial mcenuves to 
landowners near West Lake if they 
added eros1on control and conser­
vation practices. 

According to project coordina­
tor Vickie Aaherty, pesticides bond 
to soil particles and can be washed, 
through eros10n, mto a lake or 
reservOir 

Once there, they eventually 
break loose from the soil and infil­
trate the water supply-so 1f ero­
SIOn is slowed, so IS the rate of pes­
ucide contamination. 

Besides the financial incentives, 
the project offered public education 
sessions for both landowners and 
the general public. 

These efforts, in conjunction 
with changes already taking place 
through federal farm and conserva­
tion programs, made a measurable 
difference m pesticide levels 

Testin~ done from 1991 to 1995 
shows a significant drop of atrazine 
levels in both raw (untreated) and 

fimshed water. 
In 1991, for instance, atrazine 

levels in treated West Lake water 
ranged from 3 to 8 parts per billion 
By mid-1993, those levels had been 
cut roughly in half. 

And the addition of a granulated 
activated charcoal treatment system 
in 1994 dropped the atrazine levels 
even further, to no more than 1.5 
parts per bilhon. 

THM LEVELS ADDRESSED 
Osceola Water Board officials 

have defended the quality of 
Osceola's water supply, while at the 
same time tak1ng steps to address 
recent contammation issues. 

To reduce the excessive tri­
halomethane (THM) levels that 
generated controversy in late July, 
lhe Osceola Water Department has 
replaced its chlorine-based disin-

-

fecting system with one based on 
"chlorarnines," a combination of 
chlorine and ammonia. 

The new system is slated to go 
on-line sometime in mid-August. 

Chloramme-based systems are 
commonly used in municipal water 
systems, and are approved by the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
as a way to reduce 111M levels. 

Because of the different chemi­
cal composition of chloramines, 
local res1dents were warned in are­
cent mailer not to use chloramine­
purified water m fish tanks or dial­
ysis machines. 

However, water produced by the 
new system IS completely safe for 
drinking, bathing, watering plants, 
or any other nonnal use. 

For more information on chlo­
rammes, call the Osceola Water 
Department at 342-2206. 



Seventeen earn 
awards at Murray 

Seventeen students were hon­
ored for thetr achievements during 
the school year at the annuaJ 
Murray High School Award Night, 
last Thesday. 

The recipients and their awards: 
MistL Boles, soil conservation 
.scho arshi~, AlB Alumni and 
Friends sc olarship and the Re­
publican Women scholarship; 

, Charlotte McCleary, Furnas schol-

( 
it J. 0 0 \\ f ars~p. semor soctaJ studies awa:<~, 
If 1 IJ).V- semor math award and semor 

0 q-\.(0' ~ English award, Amy Mullins, 
p)w_ .J.--" Southwestern Communtty Educ-

e 
vev: · 1\.x_ at ion Foundatton Award; Chris 

~l {' ()" .t-\~ \ Gibbons, Xi Eta Rho Sorority 
\ ( \, X.tr v1'' 'J scholarship and the semor science 
~t (" f1' award; Laurie Dinham, Business 

\; \) \..- Horizon's Award and the Critics S \)) Choice Award; Josh Shields, artist 
of the year a\\fard; Jessica Leibold, 
best actress (fall musical); Nik 
Werner, best actor (fall musical); 
Tabitha Hill, best actress (Thes­
pian Night); Brandon Aschan, best 
actor (Thesptan Night), David 
McNichols, best thesptan and 
honor thesptan. Lauren Flaherty 
and Mtsty Boles were honored as 
best crew members. 

Elizabeth Adair and Josh 
Shields tied for the high school 
math exam award. 

Typing awards went to Josh 
Hamilton, Bruce Tracy, Cindy 
Roush and Jaclo Kerns 

s 
Clarke seniors receive awards, honors at annual Award:• Day 

Senior Awards Day for Clarke 
Commumty High School garduat­
ing semors was May 23 in the high 
school gym. The recipients of 
scholarshtps, awards and recogni­
tions that were given out are as fol ­
lows: 

Nancy Bartell: $75 F.H.A Scholarship. 
Sara Becker: $500 Jack JeHreys 

Scholarship, $200 Piua Hut Scholarship, 
$200 Louise Fleming Scholarship. $100 
Osceola Eagles Lodge No. 3495, $150 
Osceola Masomc Lodge. lntemabonal 
Honorary Society for Htgh School 
Journalists 

Rose Blsh: $500 John Waller Memorial, 
$200 Dave Bell Memorial , S150 Osceola 
Eastern Star, $250 FF.A Scholarship 

Joe Bowden: $2,500 Christina Hucson 
Opportunity Award. 

Taft Brown: Outstanding Senior Speech 
Award, Outstanding Senior Drama Award, 
Clarke Area Arts Council Recognition Award 
for DRAMA, Clarke Area Arts Council 
Recognition Award for SPEECH 

Amanda Collins: Clarke Area Arts 
Council Recognition Award for VOCAL 
MUSIC. 

Walen Colll'ls: Nabonal Honor SOCiety 
Susan Crawford: $250 +First Chnsban 

Church Memorial, S300 Blake Bequest 
Fund, $500 Mtssoun Western CQIIege 
Cheer1ead1ng Scholarship. 

Melanie Deperchln: Clarl<e Area Arts 
Counctl Recogmtion Award for DRAMA, 
Head Start Volunteer Award 

Todd DeVore: Acbve Mtlitary - Army ­
$14,998 Montgomery G.l. Bill for continued 
post-secondary education. 

Steven Domina: Active Military-Army 
- $14,998 Montgomery G.l Bill for contin· 
ued post-secondary education 

Nathan Duff: AC11ve Military - Army ­
$14,998 Montgomery G.l. Btll for com=nbn­
ued post-secondary eclucabon. 

Jaime Fulton: Head Start Volunteer 
Award 

Angela Glazebrook: $200 Amencan 
Legton Woodburn, HerndoniOehlert, Post 
157, $100 Octagon Club, $150 Three 
Chapters of Beta Sigma Phi Soronty, S750 
Clarl<e CQunty State Bank Alumni, S 1,000 
Furnas Foundation, $1 ,700 Instrumental 
Grant Graoeland CQIIege, $1 ,500 Graoeland 
Grant, Chamber ol C<>mmeroe Recognition 
Award. Top 10 In High School Class. 
National Honor Society, Clarke Area Arts 
CQunoll Recognition Award for BAND. 

Nick Goos: $250 Osceola Lions Club. 
$100 Beta XI Chapter of Delta Kappa 
Gamma, $1,700 Waldorf C<lllege Academtc 

Scholarship, $6,000 Waldorf College 
Football Scholarshtp, PreSidential AcademiC 
Award 

James Hart: AC11ve Mtlltary - Navy -
$14,998 Montgomery GJ Bill for conttnuecl 
post-secondary education. 

Megan Hartman: $500 Rotary Club, 
National Honor Society 

Mike Haub: $500 Clarke County 
Hospital Auxi liary, $500 Clarke County 
CaHiemen's Association, $400 Osceola 
Drug, $400 Osceola Opt1mtst Club. $200 
Iowa Associati~ ~~ s~~~ ~ 
cooservation1sL t:ssi 
Auxtll!!ff SI,OOO Creston Wai·Mart. S4,500 
Drakentversity Presidenbal Scholarshtp, 
$1,000 Drake University Outstandtng 
Academ1c Achieve-ment and Leadership 
Award, $1,400 Furnas Foundation. 
Amencan Bar AssociatiOn Good C1ttzen 
Award, Presidential Academtc Award, Top 
1 0 in Htgh Schoof Class, Outstandtng Senior 
Drama Award, National Honor Socie ty. 
Clarl<e Area Arts Council Recognlbon Award 
for DRAMA, Clarke Area Arts Council 
Recognition Award for SPEECH, S250 Head 
Start Scholarship, $90 American Legion 
Oratorical C<>ntest 

Jessica Hobbs: Clarke Area Arts 
Counctl Recogntllon Award for BAND, 
$4,200 Untvers1ty of Dubuque 

Misty Jackson: S2,0~0 AlB Alumnt and 
Friends Scholarshtp for Top 15 percent of 
High School Class. President,al Academtc 
Award 

Sondra Kellogg: Pres,denbal AcademiC 
Award, Top 10 in High School Class. 
Nat1onal Honor Society, Clarke Area Arts 
Council Recognitton Award for DRAMA, 
Clarl<e Area Arts C<>uno11 Recogntbon Award 
for VOCAL MUSIC. 

Laura Langholz: $100 TTT FZ 
Chapter 

Janet Leahy: lnternattonal Honorary 
Society for High School Journalists, $2,445 
Gracefand Grant 

Chris Lewis: $100 Clarke County 
Republican Party, $4,000 Centra' College 
Grant 

Clint Loghry: $250 FFA ScholarShip, 
$200 Woodburn Masontc Un1ty Lodge No 
212. S500 SaYings Bond Clarke nom nee for 
SaM-Star AII·Amancan VocatiOnal Student, 
Dwayne Farmer Recogntbon Award 

Erin Lower: U.S.Army Reserve Nabonal 
Scholar/Athlete Award. Presidential 
Academic Awaro, Top 10m Htgh School 
Class. 

Ryan Lundquist: $300 Subway 
Scholarship, $1,000 Routh Scholarship, 
Presidential Academic Award, National 
Honor Society, Clarke Area Arts Council 
Recognition Award for DRAMA 

Jennifer McEivogue: $3,000 Graceland 
C<lllege Basketball Scholarship, $1,750 
Graceland Academic Grant 

Rebecca Miler: Presidential Academic 
Award, Clarl<e Area Arts Council Recognition 
Award lor VOCAL MUSIC. 

Erica Miler: $500 Clarl<e County 
Hospital Auxiliary, $200 Woodburn Masonic 
Unity Lodge No. 212,$150 Osceola Eastern 
Star Scholarship, $500 Rotary Club, $375 
IFWC, Iowa Women's Club District 
Scholarship, $41 o State of Iowa Scholar, 
$500 American State Bank Club 22, $1 ,400 
Furnas Foundation, $2,470 University of 
Iowa Tutbon Scholarship, Presidential 
AcaderncAward, Tandy Technology Scholar 
as Outstandtng Mathematics, Sclenca and 
CQmpU1er SCience Student, Top 10 1n High 
School Class, Clarl<e Area Arts Council 
Recogmtlon Award for BAND 

Trevor Moore: $250+ First Christian 
Church, Merchant Marine Academy 
Appointment 

Kelly Nennlg: $75 FHA Scholarship, 
$1,200 Furnas Foundation, Presidential 
Academic Award, Top Ranking In 'Max Keith 
Drafting Fair" at SWCC, Top I 0 In High 
School Class, $500 Iowa State Academic 
Scholarship, International Honorary Society 
for High School Joumaltsts, National Honor 
Soctety, Clarke Area Arts Council 
Recognrtton Award lor SPEECH 

Matteo Paslno: Head Start Volunteer 
Award 

Stacl Petersen: $250 Osceola Lions 
Club, $1 ,000 Routh Scholarship, $1 ,500 
Mount Mercy College Trustees Leadership 
Grant, $4,750 Distinguished Honor 
Scholarship from Mount Mercy CQIIege, 
Presidential Academic Award, National 
Honor SOCiety. $250 Clarl<e CQunty Sheriffs 
Posse. 

Peggy Peterson: $200 Julie D. Gray 
Class ol '86 Scholarship, $750 Clarke 
Community Education Association 
Scholarshtp, $500 Iowa State Academic 
Recognt1ion Scholarship, U.S Manne CQrps 
MUSIC Award, Des MOines Register Nominee 
for Academtc AII·State Team Principal's 
Leadership Award, Presidential Academic 
Awatd, Tandy Technology Scholar Acade1111C 
Top 2 percent of Class, Top 10 In High 
School Class, Outstanding Senior Drama 
Award, International Honorary Society for 
High School Journalists, National Honor 
Society, Clarl<e Area Arts Council 
Recognition Award for DRAMA, C1arl<e Area 
Arts C<>uncil Recognition Award for BAND. 

Jason Powell: Active Military- Navy­
$1 4,998 Montgomery G.l. Bill lor continued 
post-secondary education. 

K im Reed: $100 Octagon Club, $400 
Osceola Optimist Club, $1 ,000 Fumes 

Foundation, $2,250 Graceland College 
Academic Scholarship, $1,000 Graceland 
CQIIege LeadershiP Award, $1 ,800 
Graoeland College Instrumental Gran~ U.S. 
Marine Corps Academic Scholastic 
Excellence Award, Nominee for WOI TV 5 
' Best of the Class', Presidential Academic 
Award, Tandy Technology Scholar Academic 
Top 2 percent ol Class, Top 10 in High 
School Class, National Honor Society 
Clarl<e Area Arts Council Recognttion Award 
for BAND, $1 ,000 Iowa Assemblies 
Scholarship. 

Jason Rowe: U S. Marine Corps Alhlebc 
Award. 

Scott Ruth: Acbve M1htary- Army­
$14,998 Montgorll8fy G.l Bill for conbnued 
post-secondary education 

Matt Rychnovsky: $150 Three 
Chapters of Beta Sigma Pht, $200 Octagon 
Club, $1,000 Iowa Assemblies Group Dekko 
Scholarship Program, $5,1000 Simpson 
Grant, Presldenbal Academic Award, 
International Honorary Society for High 
School Journalists, National Honor Society. 

Jodie Scott: $75 FHA Scl1olarship, $200 
Osceola Women's Club, Clarke Area Arts 
CQuncil Recognition Award for VOCAL 
MUSIC. 

Shane Selsor: S250 FFA Scholarship. 
Mike Stover: $100 Southwestern 

Comrnunrty C<l1189f Educabon Foundation. 
Courtney Taylor $400 Clarke Area Arts 

Counai Scholarshop, Presidential Academic 
Award, Top 10 111 High School Class, 
National Honor Sot,ety, Clarke Area Arts 
Council Recogniljoo Award for ART, Clarke 
Area Arts CQuncil Recogniti on Award for 
BAND. 

Kelley Utley: $1,975 AlB Founder's 
Tuition Scholarship, $2,600 AlB Alumni and 
Friends Scholarship biting In Top 10 percent 
of High School Class, Presidential Academic 
Award, Top 10 In HIQh School Class, Clarke 
Area Arts Councllllecognitlon Award for 
BAND. 

Jaydee Van Ahn: $500 Rotary Club, 
$250 Osceola uon·s Club, $1 ,000 Furnas 
Foundation, $6,500 Stmpson Grant, u.s 
Army Reserve Nabonal Scholar/Athlete 
Award, Presidenba: Academic Award, 
Nabonal Honor Sooety, Clarl<e Area Arts 
C<luncii R~nibooAward for DRAMA 

Tom VanDyke: S250 Osceola Hardees 
Scholarshtp, S300 Bayard Shadley 
Memorial, $200 OSO!Ola Mat Club, $5,500 
Waldorf CQIIege Foaflall Scholarship 

Ryan Whlta: $21)0 American Legion 
Woodburn Hemdol\(ehlert. Post 157, $100 
Osceola Eagles Lod No. 3495. 

Mike Wilkins: $<j() Osceola Mat Club, 
$325 Iowa State lmass Grant. 

Jaime William" $500 Osceola 

Fa 8\naJ. $1,200 Furnas FouodabOil. nc 
o flbel i eonvnerce. $250 ~ty ·r 
Ha lesS..~· $100 Clall<t 
$2 0 PSIU:rti and Friends fo( belllg Ill (j 
Tot 5 ~~ ol H1gh SchoOl C~~~ e! 
Pr~ e~.l.cademi: Awatd, lntema""'"" , 
Ho ~ary Sooety for High School . 
JO\ lsi: 

ny Wii~mt: Acbve M.iltaJy --yj~ I 
_ ~9911b1!g00l81Y G.l. Bill fOfu. 
Ue< ~eduCatiOn 
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AGRICULTURAL NEWS Thursday. September 25, 1997 

rrners' b f. ld . ,~"'"'"'" oy ean 1e s 
h ° Clark ave lo~t · e Count r 
crop due a Pan of the~ ·linters 
gt'asshoppe~o an •nfestaStO)bean 

G ·•· iOn of . eorge 1 hams Wh ames lllld D 
t.
l ' o f,,_ way anted soy ~,, near \1 ne 
telds that th~s in rntd.J urray 

CUtting of h C} had harvest uJe tn 
nearly 450 ay. ~~~\\h. e, one 
I a acres w th ~ o • artn.l 
th w, noticed the~ ht~ fJther-m. 

ree \l:tels Problem abou 
gt'assho 4~o St 1 

of hts 3~" hfiave dtll~yc~ then 
lame re teld m~t 

s s;ud he 
somethtng abou\loould have done 
~~~&ht 11 wa; 

1 lhts, but he 
vc.~~~s \\ere JUst dry and th 
not tealizc ~Jng to gro\\. He di~ 
causing the J~hoppers \\ere 

MontyCh em. 
11ho sold J~.ofPicnetr seed 
satd James • fie I~ SO} beans ~J· 
loss and tht ~ 11 a I 00 percent 
ttnue tatJng unb~rs 11111 con. 
a frost 1 ) ore killed b) 

'It's the 11or;11 .. late so~ bean • 
1 

le ever seen 10 
Che.,., s..td. s p lnt:d on sod,' 

Che11 said the . 
\\'tre PI'Obahly grasshopper eggs 
field and v.he~l!edh mththa)· 
beans had be ey atched, the 

guo to grov. and be-

nAGED PLANTS--
·e~ e James holds a destroyed 

soye an and a healthy plant side 
b sj ! 

I 

Jmt he grasshoppers' source of 

~
The grasshoppers eat the 

be from the bottom leaves up 
K'' entually they eat the stems 

and pods as the plant stans to dry 
up and deteriorate. 

Chew satd the htgh number of 
grasshopper~ can be attnbuted to 
the dry weather conditions. He said 
motsture causes them to grow a 
fungus on their bodies that ki lis 
them. 

" It's just been an extremely 
&O?d year for grasshoppers," Chew 
sat d. 

An msecttcide Malathion, is 
available to spray for grasshoppers 
and Chew said a few in the area 
used the chemical, however now it 
would not be Wtse economically 
for George or hams to do this, as 
the costs would be more than the 
outcome from the yield of the 
beans. 

Dan Batley, field agronomtst 
wtth Ptoneer Seeds said the situa-. . . . 
tton ts umque because not many 
farmers no-1111 soybeans after tak­
ang a cutting of hay off the field 

"It 's the worst insect problem 
I've ever seen," Batley satd. 

He satd the ~roblem could have 
been corrected tf the farmers would 
have noticed the nymphs before 
pl~tang ~7 seed and sprayed with 
an msectJctde. 

Bailey said it ts best to spray 
when the insects are small. 

GOOD NEIGHBORS -- Many friends ofMerlt.n Newman spent 
a couple days makang hay JU~t south of the Newman home near Osceola. 
N~wman wa~ gettmg ready to cut the hay when he fell and bruised hts 
spme. For a lime he was paralyzed but he is starting to get feeling back 
He will be hospitalized for some lime however, as he can not yet stand. 

-·­• 

He i~ being treated at Younkers Rehabilitation Center at Iowa Methodist 
M7rl1cal Cen~er !11 ~s Momes. His ~.ife~ most appreciative of all the help, 
satd the famtly IS very encouraged wtth Newman's progress. Cutting 
hay, above, are Don Eddy and Darrell Mateer. 

Artwork collection demonstrates 
veterinarians working with animals 

Historic Mormon Trial 
dedication Wednesday 

Dedication of National Park 
Servtce Interpretive Panels along 
the Mormon Pioneer National 
Historic Trail wilJ take place near 
Garden Grove at 1 p.m. Wed­
nesday. 

A collection of pnnts, drawmgs 
and photos of vetennanans caring 
for ammals is on display at the 
Clarke County Courthouse. 

The exhibit, "The Gentle 
Doctor," ·~ sponsored by the Iowa 
Vetennary Medical Assoc1ation 
Foundation and contains 23 differ­
ent works. The exhibit is in memo­
ry of Dr. Joseph H. Krichel Sr. and 
is a tribute to ht~ son, Dr. Joseph H. 
Knchel, Jr. who has carried on the 
family tradttlon of medical and 

commumty leadershtp for 40 years. 
Doctors Don Miller and Michael 

A. Klauser are underwriting the ex­
hibit. Both practiced veterinary 
medtcine with the Knchels. 

"They took us under their wing 
and taught us what they knew," 
Klauser satd. 

He said the purpose of the ex­
hibit ts to draw attention to what 
veterinanans do in their practice. 

Mary Ellen Kimball, public re­
lations consultant for the Iowa 

Fair board sets days for 1998 county fair 

treasurer, assisted by Joyce Brown 

Veterinary Medical Association, 
gathered the l'hotographs and prints 
for the exhibtt. The works are from 
a wide range of artists includmg 
vetennanans themselves to famous 
artists like Norman Rockwell. In all 
it took her three months to com­
prise the collection. 

The exhibit has been traveling 
throughout Iowa for one year and 
is booked through 1999. It has been 
displayed in libraries, art gallenes 
and veterinarians' offices. 

Kay Threlkeld, Interpretive 
Planner for the park service, will 
be the featured speaker at the site 
one-mile west o( Garden Grove. 

The event is sponsored by the 
Decatur County chapter of the 
Iowa Mormon Trails Association. 
The public are invited to attend. 
For more information call Paul 
Gunzenhauser, 515-443-2161. 

Harvest Days set for this weekend 
LAMONI- Sarurday the Lamoni Annual Harvest Days Arts and ~rafts 
Festival kicks off. Highlights include displays by local and area arusans, 
arts and crafts demonstrations, a vinta~e car show as well as food ven­
dors. Coordinators of the event are A the Bym and Joyce Hynden. 

GRASSHOPPER INFEST AT! 1- This areas the msects have been eaung. The grasshopf:irs 
so) bean field O\\ned b) George :.mes 1s mg de- are working their way to the comers and edges o the 
strO)ed b) gra.ssbopp:rs The 1 •h hes 1 ·ate the field destroying the vegetation 

CORYDON-The Wayne County 
fair board has scheduled next 
year's fatr for July 22-27 1998 by 
the fair board. Paul Koch was 
elected fa1r board pres1dent Tom 
Sweanngm was elected vice pres­
Ident; Randy Roe, second vice 
prestdent, Leroy Perkms, executive 
secretary/fair manager; Cheryl 
Thompson, assistant secretary and 
Page Mittcness will continue as 

BELOW SCHEDULE 
FRIDAY-THURSDAY 
SEPT. 26 - OCT. 2 

water conservati n district 
provides cost-sh re funds 

S 1 and w terComerl ion Dtstnct has recetved 
lbeCiarkeCinty ~ 

0
, c 1_ h:ue fundS rom a state program ad-

1 supPlemental al ocf and\\ 1~ c ~" u D1smct board of dtrec­
llllDtStered b) the Sl•l 
IM· :roc o Jf a variety of conserva-

The fu~ ~ &l&labld ed "~' f\\.l)l t aces, grade stabilization 
tion pracuces tncludmg gra.11 .md se<June control basms 
uuctureS. l'itDdbreab and \1 ~ h uu.1 ~i! 0 at the SWCD office. A 5 To rece11e the funds farmers ~de,eloD a an and cost estimate that 

hoiclaD will meet \11th th m g bu _J I pproved, the pracuce IS 

tee 1 be appro1ed by the golem~. plan ·p<'CI auons Once the pr?JeCt 
m~imple~ntedlii-"Cordmgtot he rei : Is and the pracuce 1s m­
to moleltd· the fanner tum' 1~! 101pe, ti,JO he farmer w1ll be retm-
IS co J If the pracnce pas~es " (If the tot~ost. . . 
~.A fct a co~t-share percen~r 11 rcljut l to stgn a mamtenance 
OUJ)W mbursement, the ab<'ut the p ram, call 'i 15-342-2917. 

Upon re•F more tnfo(TilJuon ueemcnt or a. 

Scraper available for area farmers to rent 
The Clarke County Soil and Water Consel'\ation Dtstrict has a 5-

yard earth scraper avatlable for rent to area farmers who are plannmg 
on making conservation improvements to their land. 

Fallts a good time to work on waterways. The scraper could also 
be used for removing sediments from terraces, bu_ilding and 1 epa iring 
small dikes and dams, cleaning out feedlots, filhng m small ditches 
and leveling old fence lines. 

The scraper can be pulled by equipment wtth horsepower rat~ng 
from 75 to 150. For more information about how to rent the machtne 
call515-342-2917. 

Sign-up for 16th Conservation 
Reserve Proqram begins Oct. 14 -Stgn-up for the 16th Conservation Reserve Program begms Oct 14. 

Farm Services Agency Dtrector Bart Gnffith ~aid the s1gn-up will be 
s1m1lar to the last one with environmental mdexes used m determanmg 
the land that is accepted 1nto the program Once again there wtll be a bid 
cap wtth eac~ soil type accepted at a cenam pnce. , 

Gnffith satd he is in the process of gettmg Clarke County s btd cap 
raised to bnng it up wtth that of surroundang counties mcludmg Wayne, 
Lucas and Union. 

"Soil types just don't end at county lines," Griffith srud. 

Loans available for 
beginning farmers 

The Farm Serv1ce Agency pro­
vides direct loans for beginn1~g 
farmers who are unable to obtam 
financmg from commercial cred1t 
sources. 

There are two type\ of loans 
available, the farm ownership loan 
and an operating loan 

The Farm Ownership Loan IS a 
available to a beg1nnmg farmer 
who has operated a farm for at least 
three years, but not more than I 0 
years The person must not own 
farm propeny total ing more than 
25 percent of the average county 
farm acreage and tfthe applicant 1s 
a business entity, all members must 
be related by blood or mamage and 
ail stockholders 10 a corporation 
mu\t be eligtble begmntng far.ners 

To be eligible for an operatmg 
loan, the person must have operat­
ed a farm for five )ears or lt:lis and 
must also be related by blood rel­
ative or marriage as 1n the farm 
ownershtp loan 

The max1mum loan amounts arc 
$200,000 for a direct operational 
loa., and $400,000 for a guaranteed 
operattonalloan. Direct farm own­
ership loans can not exceed 
$200,000 and guaranteed farm 
owncrshtp loans have a maximum 
of $300,000. 

The Fann Service Agency also 
has a do\.\ n payment farm owner­
ship program to assist beg1nmog 
farmers in purchasing a farm from 
reunng farmers 

The program requtres the appli­
cant to make a cash down payment 
of at least I 0 percent of the pur­
chase pncc The FSA may provide 
a max1mum amount equal to 3C 
percent of the purchase price or ap­
prahed value. Thr>loan c~tends for 
I 0 years a! a four pc:rcl'nt mterest 
rate. The purchase pncc of the land 
may not e><ceed $250.000 

Apphcauons for these programs 
are available at tne FSA For more 
informattvn call 'i 15-342-2162. 

---
THE PEACEMAKER 
GEORGE CLOONEY (A) 
FRIDAY 4:40, 7:00, 9:25 
SAT·SUN 2:00, 4:40, 7:00, 9;25 
MON-THURS 4·40, 7:00 Only 

THE EDGE 
ANTHONY HOPKINS (A) 
FRIDAY 4:50, 7:10, 9 35 
SAT·SUN 2:10,4:50, 7:10,9.35 
MON·THURS 4:50, 7:10 Only 

IN & OUT 
KEVIN KLINE (PG-13) 
FRIDAY 5:20, 7:20. 9:20 
SAT·SUN 2:20. 5:20. 7:20, 9:20 

1 MON·THURS 5:20, 7 20 Only _j 

Advertising in the 
Sentinel-Tribune is a 

wise investment 

4th Annua Fire Fair 
SPONSORED BY OSCEOLA FIRE DEPARTMENT AND AUXILIARY 

Thursday, October 9 • 5:30 to 8 p.m. 
Osceola Fire Station 

Local Firefighters will be ava1lable to answer your questions and teach fire safety tips. 

New and Exciting Demonstrations! 

Th1s is a f "Tlily learning opportunity - an evenmg that 
could prevent you from experiencing a disaster• 

All chtfdren mu:.. be accompanted and supervtsed by an adult 

CHILl SUPPER 
$3.50 per person • Servtng from 5:30 to 7 p m. 

Served b , - Leola Firelighters Aux1hary • Proceeds to the Firefighters Cairns Ins Fund 

; 

l 
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Conservation reserve meeting Tuesday 
An 10formational meeting regardmg the 16th ConservatiOn Reserve 

Program "gn-up w tll be held Thesday, 9 a.m m the 4-H building at the 
Clarke County Fatrgrounds 

Items to be CO\ered mclude ehgtbthty critera, environmental benefit 
index changes and cost analysts Items 

Anyone '"'ho had a prevtous btd that was not accepted or has current 
contract-. that will exptre m 1997 or 1998 are encouraged to attend. Land 
that has never been 10 the program previOusly may also be eligtble to par­
llctpate 

f'Jr futhcr information contact the Fann Servtce Agency at 709 Furnas 
Dr. 

CRP sign-up began Oct. 14 
The current CRP s1gn-up will run October 14 to November 14. 

Bids w1ll be made on a competitive basis says Ralph Mayer, Iowa 
State UnJverstty ExtensiOn Fann Management Specialist. They w1ll 
be ranked natiOnally by an Environmental B¢efits Index (EBI) 
s1rrular to that used last March. To maximize your EBI points, work 
w1th your local Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
staff. 

Lands wh1ch can be offered for enrollment in this sign-up are I) 
re-offers of contacts expiring 9-30-97 which were not accepted in 
the 15th stgn-up, 2) extsttng contracts which will expire 9-30-98, 
and 3) new land not previOusly in CRP which meets eligibility re­
quirements. There will be no extensions of contracts expiring 9-
30-97. Landowners holding CRP contracts scheduled to expire 9-
30-98 are encouraged to use this enrollment period to re-enroll if 
they so desire as there is no assurance there will another sign-up 
before the expiration of those contracts. 

Eligiblltty for enrollment is determined by NRCS. Essentially 
land to be eligible must have been cropped in two of the five most 
recent years, have an Erodibtlity Index (EI) of 8 or more, be a 
cropped wetland, be subject to scour erosion, be located in a con­
servation priority area, or be associated with non-cropped wetlands. 

Contracts will be for a mtnimum of ten years. 
Several changes have been made tn the program since the last 

s1gn-up says Mayer These mclude increased emphasis on tm­
provmg wtldhfe habitat and mcreasing CRP's cost competitive­
ness. 

The effecuve date of new contracts for acreage currently under 
contract, but scheduled to exptre 9-30-97 will be the month fol­
lowmg approval or I 0-1-98 New contracts on all other land Will 
be 10-1-98. 

To make apphcatton for enrollment into CRP, contact your local 
Fann Service Agency office. 

• 

for Rent 
Earth moving scraper for rent from 
the Clarke County Soli and Water 
Conserva~on Dlstrlct. $1 00 per day 
usage. F1x those erosion problems 
quickly and easily. To be used with 75-
1 50 horsepower tractor. 

For more Information, call 51 S-342-2917 

;J~, (1 J-v-+' ~.~t;:a_('/1_ 

{[)~~ '- d. I I I tj tj 7 

Rick Oshel receives Council award 
Rick Oshel of Osceola will re­

cetve the Iowa Fann-City Council 
award that recogmzes IOdtvtduals 
for their efforts to increase under­
standmg and cooperation among 
rural and urban Iowans. 

Oshel will be honored for hts 
work 10 promoung agnculture to 
the restdents of Clarke County 

His service to various commu­
mty groups includes Cattlemen's 
Assoctation board of dtrectors, 
Clarke County representative on 
the area Resource Conservation 
and Development, Clarke County 
Sotl and Water Conservation 
Distnct Commtsstoner and agn­
cultural committee for the Iowa 

Banker·~ A~soctauon. Oshel also 
serves on the Southwestern Com­
mumty College agnbusmess advt­
sory committee where he was In­
strumental m developmg the col­
lege's two-year agncultural bust­
ness degree On the Oshel farruly's 
farm south of Osceola, he pro­
mote'> con'\ervatlon practices by 
hosting pasture walks and farm 
tour!> for area restdents 

Also honored by the council ts 
the Fatrfield Chamber of Com­
merce for thetr farm to bus mess ex­
change. Steve Daughery of Des 
Motne\ and the Raccoon Rtver 
Water.hed prOJect 

j~;t<l~ 
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Murray ~tudents were enthusiastic about 
helping with stream bank stabilization project 

Edttor 's Note: The following. 
wntten by Becky Harris of 
Osceola, appeared in Land and 
Water magazine. Harris is an en­
uronmental specialist wtth the 
Clarke County Soil & CoTZServa­
tron District 

Hartman Farms, located in 
Osceola, are operated by Dan and 
Donna Johnson. 

The Johnsons wanted to de­
crease the erosion along the 
stream that runs through their 
field and pasture ground. The ero­
sion along the stream had degrad­
ed the bank which held the water 
gap between the1r pasture and 
the1r ne1ghbor's pasture. They 
also noticed erosion in their field. 
This erosion had increased since 
1992 

The stream bank was to be 
used as a demonstration site for 
w1llow plantings. Sponsors for 
th1s project were Clarke County 
Soil & Water Conservation 
D1stncc Division of Soil Conser­
vation Iowa Depart-ment of 
Natural Resources; Envi-ronmen­
tal Protection Agency and Natural 
Resources Conservation Service. 
The proJect was initiated on 
March 27, 1997. 

The Murray Sophomore Vo-Ag 
class and FFA club members were 
enthusiastic about being involved 
in a stream bank stabilization pro­

' ject. After discussing the proposed 
willow planting project with 
Marla Shifflett, Murray Schools 
Vo-Ag Instructor, we set the time 
and place to meet. 

On April 17, the students met 
me at noon at the demonstration 
site and I explained the planting 
des1gn and how the willow stakes 
would be mstalled ... 

I had put flags out in a diamond 
design along the stream bank. I in­
structed the students that a Willow 
stake would be installed at each 
flag We had 150 willow stakes to 
plant. Each student was given a 
rubber mallet to pound the stakes 
m. The rubber mallets were used 
because they are less likely to 

- f./ · 

Murray students working on stream bank stabilization project. 

damage the willow stake. Stakes cited to see the willows were leaf­
were approximately four to five ing out. They plan to return at dif­
feet in length. They were driven ferent times to check out the 
into the ground two to three feet progress of the trees. 
deep. Problems later realized were 

Planting the 250 willows took that some of the stakes were 
about three hours to complete. We planted with the buds pointing 
had six people workwg constant- down. It is recommended that the 
ly with one ten-minute break. The stakes be planted with the buds 
plant matenal was derived from a pomted up. We will examine 
willow stand in Decatur County those plants m the fall to see the 

The willows were about two to differences between those plants 
three mches in diameter. A cha1n between those and other willows 
saw and hand saw were used to planted with buds pointed up In 
cut the w1llows mto four to five the future, we will want to ehml­
foot stakes. The students carried nate the weed stand at the planti­
the stakes to the stream bank and ng site, if possible. 
planted each stake where a blue The cost for the project was 
flag had been. The students wore minimal: a few refreshments for 
gloves prov1ded through the pro- the students; gloves; and rubber 
ject . mallets. The labor was intense for 

In late May, the students and cutting, hauling and planting the 
the1r mstructor revisited the willows. All labor was voluntary 
demonstration site. They were ex- The District Conservatiomst from 

Decatur County located the wil­
low stand and aided in cuttmg the 
willow material. 

The students learned about tree 
planting, stream bank stabilization 
and planned grazing systems. 
They also did an excellent job 
working as a team. It was ex­
tremely hard work and everyone 
worked diligently to accomplish 
the plantings 

Marla Shifflett commented that 
the students would like to partic­
ipate in more ~tream bank stabi­
lizatiOn practices Two of the stu­
dents commented they would like 
to install willow posts on their 
parents' eroding stream banks at 
home. Two other students have 
their own cattle herd and were in­
terested in a Planned Grazing 
System and fcncir ,, the1r streams 
to limit livestock access. 



Trees Forever picks Clarke stream site 
Area near Interstate 35 to demonstrate buffer program, paddock grazing 

BY KEITH ISLEY 
A stream bed near Osceola 

is one of JUSt 20 sites cho­
sen for a spectal water 
quahty protectton pro­
gram, sponsored by Trees 
Forever thts year m Iowa 

The land, whtch ts 
owned by Rtchard Sargent 
of Des Momes, tS located west 
of Interstate 35 near its intersec-
tion with Iowa 152, northwest of 
town. Currently used for hvestock 
pasture, the site has a stream which 
has eroded steep banh up to 15 feet 
deep. 

About 4,000 feet of the stream's 
length wtll be affected. accordmg 
environmental spectaltst Becky 
who works with sot! and water 
servatlon proJeCts tn Clarke County. 

Hams satd some areas of the stream bank 
wtll be reshaped to a more modest slope, and 
will be planted \\tth grass, shrubbery. or trees 
to retard eros.ton In some severely-eroded 
areas, nprap (large rock~ to prevent sot! from 
washmg a\\ay) \\til be added 

She added that local youth serv1ce groups, 

Cost-share 
funds available 
from USDA 

The Four-Mtle Creek water­
shed area m Clarke County will re­
cetve cost-<;hare funds from the 
U.S Department of Agnculture's 
Envtronmental Quality Incentives 
Program thts year 

The funds wtll be used to help 
produce~ control sot! erosiOn. 1m­
prove water quality, develop bet­
ter ant mal was.te systems. and tm­
prove graltng lands Stgnup for 
the program ts now underway, and 
continues through May 15. 
Asst\tance can total up to 75 per­
cent of the total cost 

For more mformatlon. call the 
Clarke Count)' Natural Resources 
Con\ervation Servtce office at 
342-6084. 

there's an added advantage. 'This project 

---------------------- llmtt'> livestock access to the stream cor­ridor," she smd, whtch keeps them away • • • from the banks and helps prevent further 
erOSIOn 

Trees Forever, a statewtde nonprof­
It organtation that promotes tree plant­
mg and conservation efforts, accepted 
the sHe a~ one of tts Iowa Buffer 
lnttiatlve demonstration sttes last week. 

The Iowa Buffer Initiative is de­
stgned to show the effectiveness of 
mamtainmg trees and grasses as buffer 
strips along waterways. 
Sponsors for the program are Novartis 
Crop Protection and the Iowa Farm 
Bureau Federation. 

such as the FFA and the Boy 
Scouts. wtll be contacted wtth the 
hope of enlisting volunteer help 

Reshapmg the bank. hO\H!ver. 1~ JUSt 
part of the plan Ham\ satd that hve~tod: 
grazmg on the stte will be re\ amped \\ith a 
"paddock" grazmg system put mto place 

where 
the pasture 1s spht up 

mto several smaller areas 
w1th fencmg. The canle are 

then rotated from area to area. 
forcmg them to utthze the pasture more com­
pletely 

Hams satd that. as far as the proJect goes 

As one of the 20 Iowa Buffer 
lntllattve sHes, Hams satd, the Clarke 
County location tS ehgtble for a cost­
!>hanng plan that covers half the ex-

pense Th~ other half w11l be borne by the 
owner or producer 

Hams says work on the sHe will begin as 
soon as the ground can handle the earth­
movmg equtpment requtred. A field day to 
demonstrate the clianges will probably be 
held m late June or early July 

Paddock grazing ts a planned "}"tem 

Projects to be discussed at RC&D meeting l 

Past, present and future proJects w11l be topic of the 
27th annual meetmg of the Southern Iowa Resource 
Conservation and Development (RC&D) thts evening 
(Thursday) at the Knotty Pme Famtly Steak House 
west of Afton 

There wtll be a soctal hour at 6 and dmner at 6:45. 
The meetmg was ongmally scheduled m March but 

postponed because of a bltzzard 
Stx prOJects wtll be featured at the meeung. 
Two projects, Ag Connect, whtch helps young 

farmers purchase farms, and Cow Herd Improvement 
projects, have expanded to statew1de programs. 

Two present proJects are a three-county youth en­
trepreneurship p1lot program and a project designed to 
increase wood-based businesses ten percent in 15 
southern Iowa and northern Mtssoun counties. 

Two future proJects on the drawmg board, one of 
whtch w1ll be partially funded through a challen~e 
grant from a county board of supervtsors, will be dis­
cussed. 



I EMPLOYEE OF MONTH - Lois Manchester of Osceol~ (left) 
has been named State Employee of the Month for March. She ts em­
ployed b,Y the Iowa Department . of Agriculture and Land 
Stewardsh1p/Divis10n of Soil Conservation. S~e wo~ks out of the office 
of Clarke County Soil and y.'ater Conservat1o~ D1stnct and Natural 
Resources Conservation Serv1ce at 709 Furnas Dnve. Manchester, a state 
employee for 18 years, is secretary of the district_. State Field Supervtsor 
Cath1e Graves, (right) presented Manchester w~th t_he award at a cere­
mony hononng Manchester for her years of ded1cat1on and serv1ce. 

New lake in 
our future? 
Water board looks at site 
northwest of Osceola 

It may be lO years or more in 
coming, but preparations are un­
derway to create a major new 
source of drinkin~ water for 
Osceola, city offic1als told the 
Clarke County Board of 
Supervisors April 8. 

The plan, as outlJned in a one­
hour meeting, would require the 
creation of a new reservoir north­
west of Osceola. The new lake, 
built around the Squaw Creek wa­
tershed, would be located m rural 
Washington Townsh1p, Wllh pos­
sible overlap into Madison, Ward 
and Troy Townships. 

not now ex1stto bu1ld such a reser­
voir 

However, the Osceola Water 
Board has been working with en­
gincenng firm Howard R. Green 
Co., the Natural Resource and 
Conservation Service and the 
Resource, Conservation and 
Development office in Creston to 
put together a first look at what 

The reservoir would cover an es­
timated 650 acres, double the s1ze 
of West Lake, Osceola 's current 
water supply, and similar to the s1ze 
of the TWelve-Mile Lake project in 
Union County. 

The map on page 12 shows the 
max1mum possible reach of the 
reservoir-an area about three 
times Its expected s1ze. Accordmg 
to City Administrator Brad Wright, 
the larger estimate is useful to de­
termine which property owners 
rrught be affected 

might be required. 
A pubhc meetmg will be held in 

the next few weeks to answer ques­
t tons from affected landowners, 
and to begin seelang permission for 
more detailed surveys of the reser­voir area 

An in111al count shows 50 Clarke 
County landowners would be af­
fected, with three or four houses in 
the proJected reservoir area. Two 
county roads would be flooded by 
the lake, another might need to be 
raised, and a fourth would need to 
be altered to pass around the dam. 

In additiOn, two bndges would 
be closed and a third would need to 
be rebuilt to handle a heav1er vol­
ume of traffic. 

Wright also said that funds do The Washington Township site 

Water ~ould be piped to present treatment plant 
CONTINUED FROM FRONT 

has been under consideration since I 990, when 
a study of several potential reservoir sites iden­
tified it as the most promising. Another, more 
recent look at alternate water sources (including 
piping water from Des Moines) verified this as 
the most cost-effective option, Wright said. 

other industrial clients. 

The area has twtce the watershed of West 
Lake, and much less tillable ground due to its 
more rugged temun. The lack offarmJand in the 
watershed is an Important concern, m view of 
West Lake's contmumg struggles With pesticide 
levels caused by farmland runoff 

Mark Duben, an engmeer with Howard R. 
Green Co., said a lake of this size could support 
a water wnhdrawal of three million gallons per 
day. That's more than double the 1.3 milhon 
max1mum offered by West Lake, and enough to 
supply the entire county's water needs, he said. 

An abundant supply? Yes. But it may be 
needed sooner rather than later. 

According to Osceola Water Board member 
Bob Horton, the city plant is currently pumping 
m excess of one million gallons per day, due in 
part to the water needs of Osceola Foods and 

Area 
Shown 

"With the commitments we have now, we are 
nearing the withdrawal capactty of this lake," 
Wright said "If we had another large industry 
come in now, we would be hard pressed to tell 
them we could supply water mto t.he future." 

Without the demand of a new mdustrial 
client, Horton sa1d he believed the city had 
enough capacity to keep pace for another l 0 to 
15 years. 

As part of the Washmgton Townsh1p reser­
voir plan, the capacity of the city water plant 
also would be expanded from Its current 1.6 rrul­
lion gallon-per-day max1murn. Duben said mov­
ing the entire plant to the new lake would prob­
ably not be cost-effective. Instead, water would 
be piped from the new reservoir to t.he plant. 

OTHER SIDE EFFECTS 
Wright ind1cated that nght now, with West 

Lake the pnmary water supply, controlling de­
velopment is a maJor concern 

He said the city has been workm~ with the 
county board of health to control septiC tanks in 
the area, and that he hopes the county will use 

zoning to control the density of future develop­ment. 

"If West Lake were zoned res1dent1al [and) 
we get that kind of density, we've got some con­
cerns there," he said. 

But if the proposed Washine:fcn Township 
reservoir were ever built, West e would be­
come a secondary water source. That mtght 
open up some recreational and development 
uses that aren't appropnate now, Wright noted. 

Another side effect of a new reservoir would 
be additional public-use land along 1ts borders. 
City officials said they hoped the county con­
servation board would be OJ?en to managing 
some of that shoreline for wildlife habitat and 
recreation. 

The reservoir's proposed location would 
claim one county-owned conservation area, the 
Coyote Canyon preserve. Conservation Director 
Anita Foland asked how that would be handled, 
since the land was purchased with state habitat stamp funds. 

Duben and Wright said they believed some 
kind of land exchange could be arranged that 
would meet with state approval. 

Maximum 
Reacfl of 
Proposed 
New lake 

Landowners affected by 
proposed city reservoir 

PROPOSED CITY RESERVOIR: The above map shows 
where m Clarke County the proposed city reservoir would be located and 
which landowners m the area would be affected. It may be more than 10 
years away from happening, but plans are already underway The new 

,. 

lake built around the Squaw Creek watershed, would be located north­
west' of Osceola m rural Washington Townshjp. The reservoir would cover 
an estimated 650 acres, double the size of West Lake. The reservo1r would 
create a maJor new source of drinking water for Osceola. 



Area beef producers 
experiment with 
paddock grazing 

Several Clarke County beef producers are experimenting with "paddod. gnu 
mg," a forage system that promises more effic1ent use of available pasture 
says Becky Harri\ of the Clarke County Natural Resource Conservation Serv1cc' 

Instead of allowmg cattle to roam over an entire pasture, paddock gra71ng 
plans fence off a pasture mto several sections, or "paddocks," each with Its 
own water supply 

The livestock are moved mto a paddock until the forage there 1s exhausted 
' then .are moved to another one. In the meantime, the paddocks that have bee~ 

heavtly grazed have a chance to recover. 
In the process, the land is used more efficiently; over and under-grazmg can 

be better controlled. yYeeds. and brush are controlled naturally because paddock 
land IS grazed more mtens1vely. And there's a more even distnbuuon of ma­
nure across the pasture, wh1ch helps soil fertihty. 

In addition, paddock grazmg generally allows the producer to put more cows 
on the same amount of land-and that increases the farm's productiVIt) 

Accordmg to Harm, three county producers began a paddock grazmg 'ystem 
last year. At least three more plan to put systems in this year 

There are some challenges connected to paddock grazmg, however The 
process requtres some careful management, and more labor and time than JU~t 
tummg cattle out mto a pasture. 

Part of that 1s monltonng the he1ght of the forage so cattle don't overgraze. 
The general rule of thumb: 1f you can't see the cow's eyes, the gra~s 1s too tall 

If you can see her nose, 1t 's too short. Beyond that, producerl> have researcn­
based gu1dehnes wh1ch help them dec1de when to move cattle to a d1fferent pad­
dock 

There's also some cost mvolved. Splitting a pasture into paddocks requires 
extra fencmg, and some arrangements need to be made to allow cattle access to 
water, no matter whtch paddock they graze. 

Reservoir study moves ahead 
Water board inks $77,740 pact for first look at watershed site 

The Osceola Water Board has approved $77,740 
for a preliminary engineenng study of the Squaw 
Creek watershed northwest of town. the Clarke 
County supervisors learned Friday mommg. 

The watershed has been mentioned as the poss1 
ble site of a new reservoir which could ~upply 
Osceola's water needs well into the next century 

The study is the first step in the process. essen 
tially placing a plan on the shelf m case fundmg 
for such a project ever becomes available 

Dennis Hilger, coordinator of the Creston based 
Southern Area Resource, Conservation and De vel 
opment, said the survey "[is] going to tell you a lot 
of things about that site." 

The preliminary study will be done by I Ioward 
R. Green and Associates, a private engineering firm 
in Creston, in conjunction with the Natural Resource 
and Conservation Service (NRCS). 

H1l ger said the NRCS will be providing addi­
tional expertise, worth as much as $50.000 to the 
project, at no cost. 

Some of the NRCS expertlS<" will be historical, 
H1lger indicated, with archaeologists surveying the 
area to look for Indian artifact sites that might be af­
fected by the project. 

A meeting with landowners in the water,hed area 
has been tentatively set for early June If all goes 
well, the preliminary survey should be ·ompleted 
within a year. 

Currently, funding does not exist to bu1ld a new 
reservoir, which Hilger said would cost $7 m1llion 
in today's dollars. 

However, having the preliminary study ready 
would be important if state or federal funds ever be­
came available for construction 

()\ _j) _ /} --1 . /} Iowa Governor Terry Branstad and Terry Boles 

{)ul.af.EL V~~~-~~~-ne Terry Boles honored for volunteer work 
/'f) CA..t.-J d. f' /9 9 g-' TerryBolesofGrandR1verhasbeenselectedb) the Iowa Department 

I of Education to recetve an award for hts outstandmg volunteer serv1ce 
to the state of Iowa . 1 v 1 

J - Boles rece1ved hiS award at the Governor s Annua . o unteer 
(_ j.,(..-t/U-J. AAV ~ll4o._ Recogmuon Ceremony May 7 at the Iowa Guard Recreauon Hall at 

r.fi!J /J _ S I~JC,D Camp Dodge 10 Johnston h 1 h 1 
\. I.:.(Vc.ft/Z.-- /A. ) He has performed volunteer work for the Murray Sc oo 10 e pmg 

(\ ~ ~4.../ w1th the Murray Athletic Boosters, band boosters, after ~om actlVIU~s. 
\. f.?-rv?"~ ~ Prom class conces~ions, Adult Apprectatlon Day and '"· severad ot er 

ways' Boles 1s also acttvc m the L1ons Club, church acttv~~es an com­
munity 1mprovement acttVIttes m the Murray and8Gran~ 

1yer ar~:·the 
Governor Terry Branstad has declared 199 as t e ear , 

Volunteer in Iowa and handmg out this award was one of the years ac-

tivities. 



Landowners learn 
how proposed lake 
would affect them 
Land needed will be less than 
frrst outlined, water board says 
A proposed new reservoir in 

northwest Clarke County would 
probably require less land area than 
originally thought, representatives 
of the Osceola Water Board said in 
a public meeting June 3. 

Around 50 people, mostly 
landowners with property m the 
proposed watershed, attended the 
meeting at the Osceola fire station. 
The water board had invited all af­
fected property owners to come 
and ask quest1ons 

maximum reach of the lake. 
That study will be done by 

November, he said. 
The local Natural Resources and 

Conservation Service office will 
asstst Howard R . Green with the 
preliminary work, reducin~ costs 
for the water board and takmg ad­
vantage of the agency's past re­
search. 

Most of the questtons at the 
June 3 sessiOn focused around 
whether the lake would affect a 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 

More on proposed reservoir 

The reservoir site falls along the 
Squaw Creek watershed in rural 
Wash1ngtpn Township, SIX rrules 
northwest of Osceola Right now. 
the reservotr IS little more than 
hnes on paper; water board offi­
Cials hope to do a yrelimmary 
study that might qual1ty the site for 
state or federal fundmg m the fu­
ture 

Future of lake may depend on crisis funding 

Even at best, offic1als say, con­
structiOn of such a reservoir is 
probably I 0 years away. 

Early estimates of the lake's 
land needs, as published m the 
Sentinel-Tribune in mid-April, as­
sumed a maximum lake height 40 
feet above a revised outline shown 
at last Wednesday's meeting. 

That means some of the 
landowners notified for the June 3 
meeung won't be affected at all. 

"I don't think there's any need 
or intent to acquire all of thts prop­
erty," said Mark Duben, an archi­
tect with Howard R. Green Co. of 
Creston. 

In fact, Duben satd only a few 
landowners wtll need to open their 
land to surveys and soil borings to 
prepare the preliminary study That 
study will calculate a rough cost 
estimate for the reservotr and will 
determme the final height of the 
dam-whtch, m tum, dictates the 

CONTINUED FROM FRONT 
particular property owner's land 

Followmg the meeting, several landowners crowd­
ed around the revtsed lake drawmg to see for them­
selves. 

NEEDS ARE GROWING 
Osceola City Administrator Brad Wright, speaking 

on behalf of the water board, satd the Squaw Creek 
watershed had proved itself, over several years of 
study, to be the best alternative for a new water sup­
ply. 

Because the Osceola water facility supplies water 
to a number of rural customers, any new reservoir 
would benefit the enttre county, Duben added. 

Duben said West Lake, a 300-acre reservotr, has a 
maximum daily withdrawal of 1.3 million gallons. 
Recently, the city has been pumping in excess of I mil­
lion gallons per day, and could begm to bump up 
agamst that maxtmum daily limit. 

The proposed new reservoir would be 650 acres in 

stze, and would handle the county's water needs for 
the foreseeable future. 

Duben said West Lake could stJII be held m reserve, 
if necessary, with inlets from both lakes feedmg to the 
water treatment plant. 

Wright also said the new site would be away from 
Interstate highways and railroad tracks, both of wh1ch 
increase West Lake's potential for contamination from 
an accidental spill. 

Bot6 Duben and Wnght said there were no plans to 
develop building sites or other development around 
the new location. 

Instead, it is likely the land surrounding the site 
would be managed for wildlife conservation and recre­
ation, possibly through a JOint agreement with city, 
county and state agencies. 

IromcaiJy, the funds to build a new reservo1r may 
never become available unless a natural disaster, such 
as a drought, strikes. Duben said that was the tmpe­
tus m the late eighties whtch resulted m the construc­
tiOn of Three Mile Reservotr, m Unton County 

.. 



NRCS poster winners nam 
Winners were n:~.~;ntly announced tn the Clarke Coumy ,...,w, 

Resources Consenauon Sen tee poster contest for Clarke and Ml•""""' 
schools 

There were 45 paructpants from Clarke and Murray had 86 entrams. 
The come~t wa~ open to chtldren 10 thtrd, founh, fifth and stxth grade. 

First-place w10ner., 10 thetr dt\JSton wem on to the Reg10nal compe­
ttllon Rtcquel Edd}. a thtrd-grader at Clarke, won her RegiOnal compe-

l 

CLARKE DIVISION 2 POSTER WINNERS: 
Winners 10 the Natural Resources Conservation Servtce (NRCS) poster 
contest from Clarke tn Dtvision 2 (thtrd grade) were, from left Blakelee 
Hames (second place), Travis Rinner (third place) and Rtcquel Eddy (first 
place). Ptctured with the w10ners ts Dora Guffey, District Conservauomst 
of the Clarke County NRCS. 

MURRAY DIVISION 2 POSTER WINNERS: 
Winners 10 the Natural Resources Conservation Service poster contest _ 
from Murray 10 Division 2 were, from left: Kaitlin Ashenfelter (second 
place), Kaue Eckels (third place) and Nicole Simmerman (first place). 

m Clarke and Murray schools 
llllon for Dtvtston 2. Also w10nm~ her Reg tonal was Bethany Peterman, 
a founh grader at Clarke 10 D1vis10n 3 

Everyone who pan1c1pated 10 the contest rece1ved gtft cen1ficate~ from 
McDonald's and the top three place-fimshers 10 each diVI!>On rece1ved a 
check 

The comest was sponsored by the Clarke County S01l and Water 
Consef\allon D1stnct 

MURRAY DIVISION 3 POSTER WINNERS: 
W10ners 10 the Natural Resources Conservauon Serv1ce poster contest 
from Murray 10 DIVISIOn 3 were, from left: Stefan1e Ktrk (thtrd place), 
Just10 Rhode (second place) and Edw10 Snyder (first place). 

' 

--------.. 

CLARKE DIVISION 3 POSTER WINNERS: 
W10ners 10 the Natural Resources Conservauon Service poster contest 
from Clarke 10 D1v1sion 3 (founh and fifth grade) were, from left. Vanel.sa 
Hewlett (fifth grade, second place), Danielle Freeman, (fifth grade, th1rd 
place) and Bethany Peterman (founh grade, first place). Ptctured with 
the winners IS Dora Guffey, D1str1ct Conservat.iomst of the Clarke Coumy 
NRCS. 

Conservation 
booklet offered 

A free 28-page backyard con­
servatiOn booklet is avrulable from 
the. Natura} Resource!> Conser­
vatJ~n Service, the National Aliso 
ctatJOn of .Co~servatiOn Dt stri~ts 
and the Wlldhfe Habitat Council 

The booklet shows how to use 
sm~ler-scale vetsions of conser­
vatiOn practices that have been 
used on American farms for 
decades. These mclude terracm 
tree planting, compostmg, mule~~ 
mg. ponds, nutrient and pest man­
agement, and others. 

Call 1-888- LANDcARE tore­
cetve a copy A backyard conser­
vauon Web sue •~ also available at 
www.nrcs.usda.gov 
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Fuller, Foland at state conclave 
Adrian Fuller, delegate, and Anita Foland, alternate, represented 

Clarke County at the semi-annual Congress for Iowa's Resource 
Enhancement and Protection {REAP) program in Des Moines July 10, 
11. 

The REAP program is in a pinch for money, FuUer said. Legislation 
authorizes $20 miUion be allocated for Iowa each year but appropria­
tions- from state and federal tax funds and license plate sales- have 
been about $9 million the last three years. 

Clarke County Soil District, of which FuUer is a commissioner, has 
one operating REAP program, pasture renovation and stream crossing. 

The Clarke County Conservation District, of which Foland is direc­
tor, applied for a grant for campground development. but Clarke was 
not selected. 

Most of the approved grants this year were for major land acquisi­
tion projects, Foland said. 

o~r;,.~-.~ r&r .;31 !'if~ 

Detail soil resources programs in brochure 
The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service has released a 

16-page brochure that outhnes programs available to landowners. 
The brochure, avrulable free, from NRCS offices in each county. is in­

tended to help landowners improve the diversity of their land and 1ts vital 
natural resources. 

---~ 

Soil and Water 
Commission 

Interested m conservation? 
Want to get involved? You 
might be a good candidate for 
the Clarke County Soil and 
Water District Commi~sioners. 

The seats held bv Dale 
Chidester of Weldon and Dan 
Johnson of Murray will be up 
for election Nov. 3 

Town and rural residents 
from Madison, Washington, 
Fremont, Liberty, Troy, Ward, 
Jackson, Doyle and Franklin 
townships are eligible. 

Candidates must file nomi­
nation petitions with the 
Clarke County Auditor's office 
between Aug 3 ;.nd Au&· 26. 
The petitions must be Signed 
by at least 25 eligible electors. 

The election is non-partisan, 
and comnussioners serve vol­
unteer four-year terms 
For more mformauon, call the 
Clarke County Soil and Water 
Conservation District office at 
515-342-2917. 

c~~~-~ 
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T J Laing, son of Ed and Flo Teegarden Lamg was 
born September 25 1915 near Mlllenon 10 Wayne County, 
Iowa and departed thts hfe August I, 1998 at the Scottsdale 
Memonal Hospital Nonh m Scottsdale, Anzooa at the age of 
82 years. 

He attended school 10 Millerton and graduated from 
High School there 

T.J was unttcd in marriage to Lois Goltry January 25, 
1941 in Maryvill~. Missoun and one daughter, Kay was born 
to this union 

TJ and Lo•s moved to Osceola in 1952 where TJ. 
was a Sot! Couservauoo Techruc1an "ith the United States 
Department of .\,..riculrure and a member of the United 
Methodist Church. 1be)' moved to Des Mo10es m 1988 and 
then to Scottsdale in 1996 so to be doser to their daughter, 
Kay 

He was prc<:edcd tn death by his parents and seven 
brothers. 

He leaves to mourn hts passing, lus wtfe, Lots of 
Sconsdale, Arizona , daughter, Kay and husband Leon of 
Scottsdale, Artzona, granddaughter, Kelsey Miller of 
ScottSdale, Arizona, brother, Kermit Laing of Chanton, Iowa, 
two ststers-m-la\\ , Lilhan Lamg of Des Momes, Iowa and Lots 
Laing of Rockwell Cay, Iowa, and one brother 10 Ia", Elwood 
Thomson of Arhngton, Virgtrua, many rueces and nephews as 
well as other relauves and a host of fnends . 

SER~ICES FOR 

T.J. LAIN G 
September 25. 1915 - August 1, 1998 

SER~7CESHELDAT 

Kale Funeral Home 
Osceola, Iowa 

1.30 P M Thursday, August 6, 1998 

OFFICIATING 
Rev James Louk 

Osceola, Iowa 

ORGA.VJST 
Pennie Gonseth 

M USICAL S ELECTIONS 
·aeaullfuf Isle of Somewhere· 
NGod Wt/1 Take Care of You · 

CASKET BEARERS 
Neale Laing Wendell Laing 
Weston Laing Scott Railsback 
James Cooper Duane Goltry 

HONOR BEARERS 
Dale Chidester 
Gerald Garner 

Adrian Fuller 
Frank Townsend 

lflt7ERMENT 
Maple Hill Cemetery 

Os ceola, Iowa 

~~~~CJLT-~~~ov~~.~~~~~------~--------~~~ 
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Soil and Water 
Commission 

Interested m conservation? 
Want to get involved? You 
might be a good candidate for 
the Clarke County Soil and 
Water District Commtssioners. 

The seats held by Dale 
Chidester of Weldon and Dan 
Johnson of Murray wtll be up 
for election Nov. 3. 

Town and rural restdents 
from Madtson, Washington, 
Fremont, Ltberty, Troy, Ward, 
Jackson, Doyle and Franklin 
townshtps are ehgible. 

Candtdates must file nomi­
nation pettttons with the 
Clarke County Auditor's office 
between Aug. 3 and Aug. 26. 
The petitions must be s igned 
by at least 25 eligible electors. 

The electton ts non-partisan, 
and commtsstoners serve vol­
unteer four-year terms. 
For more mformatton, call the 
Clarke County Soil and Water 
Conservation District office at 
515-342-2917 
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DRILL RIG - The Natural Resources Conservation Serv1ce Dnll 
R1g and NRCS S. taff Geolog1st were at a proposed lake site in Clarke 
County recently The ng was domg some prelimmary so1lbormgs and 
several other tests which will help deternune 1f the s1te 1s suitable for the 
proposed dam stte. 

t(~JCL~~t~ 
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Coyote Canyon wildlife 
area grasses at their peak 

The restored prame at Coyote 
Can} on, a 287-acre wildlife area in 

Clarl..e County is at us peak with 
!>Orne grasses e1ght feet tall 

Coyote Canyon IS a pnm1ttve 
area that the Clarke County 
ConservatiOn Board obtamed 111 

1986. 
Long stemmed, warm-season 

grasses were planted at the site. 
These grasses grow so th1ck and 

tall they force out weedy competi­
tiOn, JUSt as they dtd m Iowa's vir­
gm pr11mes, says Scott Kent, park 
ranger with the ConservatiOn 
Board 

The grasses also provtde shelter 
and nestmg for a w1de variet> of 
game and non-game w1ldhfe. 

Some 200 years ago Iowa was 
covered with tall prairie grass 
Ho\\Cver, the deep orgamc so1ls 
formed by the cychc degradation of 
prairie rooto; left a nch soil attrac­
tl\e to farmers . As a result 99.9 per­
cent of the ongmal prame m Iowa 
was plowed . 

Coyote Canyon is defined as a 
restored praine, not a native pratne. 
Penodically the grasses are burned, 
duphcatmg natural pratne fires that 
g,1ve a fresh start to the grasses 
One of the controlled fires will be 
done next year, Kent sa1d. 

In addit1on to the restored 
praine, Coyote Canyon includes 
about 40 acres of dense timber. 

The grasses at Coyote Canyon 
mclude swllchgrass, b1g bluestem 
and Ind1angrass 

Swuchgrass grows to 4-5 feet 
and 1s wmter-hardy with feathery, 
open heads 

Bluestem IS the "kmg" of nauve 
gra"es because cattle hke It so 
well. After frost. thiS sod formmg 
grass turns hght reddish purple w1th 
a turkey-foot head 

lndiangrass ha' a golden. plume­
like head in the fall. malung It one 
of the most beautiful of the grass­
es. It w11l be redd1sh-yellow in win-

ter and IS the talle't of the gras\es 
reachmg e1ght feet 

To reach Coyote Canyon take 
H1ghway I 52 nonhwc't from O~c­
eola, the road name <.:hanges to 
Truro Pavement at Interstate 35 
About four miles north we\! of the 
mterstate will be thl' f1rst s1gn dl­
rectmg motomts to the the wildlife 
area. 

lndiangrass, 4·8 feet 

Switchgrass, 4-5 feet 

• 

Big bfuestem, 3-8 feet 
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WINNING SOILS JUDGING TEAM -TheMurrayFFA 
Soils Jud~mg Team has qualified for the state contest on Saturday The 
team rece1ved first and second place in the Sub-Distnct Soils Contest at 
Leon Murray students won all five top individual awards at the con­
test Th1s included, from left, seated, Megan Justtce, founh; standmg, 
Ben Klrk, fifth; Jerod Aaheny, second; Sarah Nowakowsld, third; Alyssa 
Leibold, first. At d1stnct competition on Sept. 29 at Knoxville, the Murray 
team fimshed founh among 30 teams. The top five teams advance to 
state. In the top ten individuals at the Knoxville meet were Alyssa. Sarah 
and Jerod Coach of the team is Marla Shifflett of Osceola. 

0.M..t-dtt~~--Lvc.-~ 
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Trees Forever Buffer field day 
Clarke County will be 1he stte of a Trees Forever Iowa Buffer 

Initiative field day Dec. 3. It will be held on the property of R1chard 
Sargent. 

The field day begins at 10 a.m. The public is invited to attend 
at no charge. The site is adJacent to Interstate 35 and is h1ghly Vl\­

lble. 
The field day attendees w1ll hear a number of experts d1scuss 

what cornpnses a stream field buffer, how it works, what It cosb 
and more. Those speakmg w1ll be Beck}' Harns, Iowa Department 
of Agriculture and Land Steward-ship, Tom Isenhart, Agroecology 
Issues Team. Del Christensen, Trees Forever field coordinator and 
Duane Bedford, district forester, Iowa DNR 

0~~~-4~~ 
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Tree buffer field day is Thursday 
A field day will be held today (Thursday) JUSt nonhwest of Osceola. 

_The Trees Forever Iowa Buffer Initiative R1parian Buffer Field Day 
Will be held on land owned by R1chard Sargent on the west side of 
Interstate 35 and on the south s1de of Highway 152 (the Truro pavement). 

A number of proJects have been underway at the site, combming the 
resources ?flowa pepartment of Natural Resources, Natural Resources 
Conservauon ServiC:t? of Clarke County, Iowa Department of Agriculture 
and L~d Stewardship, and the Trtes Forever, Iowa Buffer Initiative. 

Reg1strat10n stans at 10 a.m. The program and viewing of the site 
begms at 10:30 and concludes about noon. 

Speakers mclude Del Chnstensen, Becky Hams Tom Isenhart and 
Duane Bedford ' 

The public IS invited to attend. 

~~IL~c-t~-J~ 
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Buffer project fights bank erosion 

Local farmers can watch the 
progress of a water quahty proJeCt 
mstalled where Squaw Creek cro~s­
es Interstate 35 three rn1les north of 
Osceola 

Th1s summer. local landowner 
R1chard Sargent established a 
stream bank stab1hzauon prOJect 
and 10stalled a stream-s1de buffer 
along the ent1re length of the creek 
along his property. He IS partiCI­
pating in a statewide proJect called 
the Trees Forever Iowa Buffer 
Ini tiative. 

Sargent has planted nine acres of 
trees, shrubs and grasses in a buffer 
strip along the stream as a conser­
vation measure, hop10g to keep soil 
from erodmg mto the creek 

It· s a techmque that's been re­
searched for 10 years by Iowa l.tate 
Umvers1ty 10 Story County, where 
it has dramatically reduced soli ero­
sion on Bear Creel.. and VIrtually 
ehm10ated the presence of mtrates 
and atrazine. 

The Trees Forever Iowa Buffer 
Initiative is tak10g the techmque 
statewide w1th a number of demon­
stration proJects, 10clud10g the one 
on Sar~ent's property Trees 
Forever IS work10g w1th landown­
ers, Novartts Crop Protectton, the 
Iowa Farm Bureau Federation, the 
Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources and other pub he and pn­
vate partners. 

The five-year proJect wtll com­
plete 20 demonstratton sttes per 
year. 

STABILIZING THE STREAM-Del Chnstensen of Trees 
Forever talks about buffers and stream bank. stab1hzat1on at a recent field 
day on the Sargent farm north of Osceola 

A field da:r was recent!} held on stream bank stab1hzat1on, wh1ch 
Sargent's farm Several area con- atms to reduce stream bani.. eros1on 
servatlon professiOnals attended to and collapse 
hear experts explam ho\\ the 'The creek banks were reshaped 
stream-s1de buffer and stream bank. th1s ~pnng," Chri!>lensen sa1d 
stab11izat1on techniques work. "Once the banks were reshaped. we 

Iowa Buffer Inittattve Team placed landscape fabn c down to 
Leader Del Chnstensen sa1d the hold the \Oil in rlace, put rocks 
prOJect IS 1mportant because it pro- down on top of that, and seeded the 
v1des a local example of the tech- area wnh annual rye grass. 
ntques for area farmers to see "Now, at the end of the year, we 

"We want to show people how are already seemg some undercut­
usmg s1mple. natural materials, like ling of the rocks, so we're puttmg 
trees. shrubs and grasses, can help 111 w1llow posts to stab1hze the 
1mprove water quality," Chns- bank\. The post' are '1mpiY. cut­
tensen sa1d. tings taken from dormant w1llows 

The Sargent site 1s unique be- 111 the area. But they'll start grow­
cause it provides an example of 111g and root normally next spnng. 

EQIP sign-up through Feb. 5 
S1gn-up for the US Department of Agriculture's Envtronmental 

Qualicy Improvement Program (EQIP) will contmue through Feb. 5 
The program off en. a cost-share for installing conservation pract1ces, 

generally at 50 percent, as well as mcentive payments 
EQIP is a total-resource program that looks at all the conservation 

needs of a farm Cost-share is completed through five to 10-year con­
tracts tha~ allow up to $ 10,000 per year and $50,000 per contract 

S1gn-up w11l be at the USDA Service Center 111 Osceola. For more 
mformauon, call 342-2917 

Arnold introduces 
biH to protect 
Southern Iowa 
streams and 
Lake Rathbun 

State Representative R1chcird 
Arnold (R Russell), v1ce chalfiTiiUl 
of the Iowa House's Local Gov­
ernment Committee, IS 1ntroducmg 
leg1o;latton creat10g a Southern 
Iowa Development Authonty, tn 
pan, to address the degradation of 
Rathbun Lake 

The authonty w1ll 10clude 
Clarke Lucas, Decatur, Wayne, 
Monroe, Appanoose, Dav1s, Wap­
ello, Jefferson and Van Buren 
counttes 

The m1ss1on 1s to develop plans 
for prOJects related to the "umque 
natural re~ource, rural development 
and mfral>tructure problems in the 
counties.'' accordtng to the b1ll 

Specifically, one ISsue will ad­
dress the rapid pollution and Silta­
tion of Rathbun Lake and des1gn 
plans to m1n1m1ze Its deten oration. 

The lal..e is vital for dnnk10g 
water, recreation and natural re­
source development," Arnold SaJd 

Part of the problem is destabi­
lization of stream channels 10 the 
fragile glac1al till so1ls of southern 
Iowa due to converston of grass­
land to cropland 

Water runoff from new con­
structiOn and hard surfaced parking 
lots IS also 1mpact10g streams, ~e­
stroying pastures and destroying 
public roads and bndges. 

"Reducmg soil erosiOn, pre­
vcntmg sedimentauon and stop­
pmg nutnents and pesuc1des from 
entcnng water resources are all 
necessary to protect our natural re­
sources in southern Iowa," Arnold 
sa1d "We have the obl1gat1on to 
preserve our land and water for our 
children, and their future" 



March 5 • N.A. open meetmg, 
8 p.m., Chrisrian Church, Osce­
ola. 

March 8 • Clarke Area Rertred 
School Personnel Assoc1at1on, 
8:45 a.m., program. Anne Lund­
quist, about special eduction, Os­
ceola Senior Center • S HAR.E 
registration day. March 9. I 0 & II 
for distribution. March 27 • 
Clarke County Pubhc Health 

"' ImmunizatiOn Clmic. 10 a.m.-
noon and 2-4 p.m , Immanuel 

1 Lutheran Church • Osceola Worn­
, en's Club, I :30 p.m, program. 

Kelli Ross about herb gardening, 
United Methodist Church. • 
Clarke County Pieccmakers Club, 
7 p.m., Clarke Elecrnc Cooper­
ative meeting room • Clarke 
County Soil and Water D1strict 
Comrrusswners, 7:30 p m .• Natur­
al Resources Conservarion Ser­
vice office. • Clarke Community 
School Board meeting, 7:30p.m, 
JrJSr. Media Center • AA, open 
meeting 8 p.m., Legwn Hall. 
Osceola 

Commerce 
am., Clarke 
meeting roo 
Developmen 
Clarke Elec 
room. · F~ 
a.m, Semo 
Rotary, noc 
banquet roo 
Club, 1.30 
Powers, co-h 
• Outreach 
free, 11 45 
C.O P.E., Cc 
Clarke Ban< 
Clarke Elem 

March 1 
breakfast n 
American St 
room. • T.O I 
a.m., Clarke 
ference room 
brary Story l 
• Research 
Florence Pa 
Pritchert, ref 
and mus1c. 
Lodge No.5 

REAL ESTATE TRANSAc· 

OUR NEW SWANS - Dave Hoffm• 
!he Iowa Trumpcrer Swan RestoratiOn Prograt 
so school~:hildren could JX't it before 1ts release 
Park. The public i~ welcome to view the twos 

TM fo/lowrng rtal tflatt trlliUaCIIoru ,.trt 
filtd tht past ,.ttk rn tht offict uf Clarkt 
CoWl I) Rtcordtr Jud)' Qutrrt)' Tht pnrt 1.1 an 
es/Unatt baud on muuftr stamps nudtd at tht 
role of80-unts ptr $5()0 ojtr<lJISaWon If no 
priet is /uttd. the transacnon .. as ltH than 
$500 or no monty was rn•·ohtd rn tht trans· 
acnon at thu llmt. 

In the matter of the estate of Phillip 
E. Patrick Jr .• court offtcer ·d6ed to 
Elias Cardenas and lgnacta G. Atco 
for the S1/2 of lots 5 and 6 in block 6, 
with exceptions, in South Osceola, an 
addition to the town of Osceola, 
~~"' 000 

Section 17, 
Section 18; 
Section 17 a 
Section 20, c 
the NE1/4NE 
W1/2NW1/4 
SE1/4NW114 
SE1/4NE1/4 
W1/2SW1/4 
SE1/4SE1 /4 
SE1/4 of Se1 
NE1/4 and It 
Seclton 18; c; 
$240,000. 

C 1 f'am 
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Beth Brown uses the back of w1ldhfe bwlog1st Dave 
Hoffman to record the we1ght of a pa1r of rare 
Trumpeter Swans brought to Osceola Friday from 
Bays Branch. Scott Kent (left) of the Clarke County 
Conservation Board holds the other swan The b1rds 
are part of the Iowa Department of Natural Resources 

• 

Trumpeter Swan Restoration Program Osceola's 
swans weighed 20 and 22 pounds. Hoffman sa1d the 
b1rds can reach 36 pounds and have an e1ght-foot 
wing-spread. The two swans were purchased with a 
$2,000 donation from the Clarke County Pheasants 
Forever organization. 

1 Rare Trumpeter Swans get acquainted 
, with new home at Osceola's East Lake 

More than I 00 people watched two Trumpeter 
Swans released at East Lake Friday into a holding pen 
that includes both land and lake. 

Tht> swans had been living at Bays Branch since 
October after they and one other were confiscated in 
Arkansas. Anita Foland of rhe Clarke County 
Conservation Board said the swans were being raised 
illegally in Arkansas. 

At Bays Branch "Clarke's swans" bonded to form 
a pair. The other Arkansas swan, a male appears to be 
forming a bond with a free flying female that flew into 
the holding area at Bays Branch Trumpeter Swans 
bond for life. 

Offic1als with the Iowa Departmenr of Natural 
Resources had earher told Foland char Clarke would 
get an adolescent pair and it mtghr be rhree or more 
years before they reproduce. 

Because Clarke's confiscated btrds are three to four 
years old they may reproduce chis year Under normal 

circumstances, swans would select a secluded area for 
nesting. A platform with some screening will be con­
structed for them to provide the safety and privacy they 
required. Spectators are welcome to view the swans 
but people are asked to approach the pen qUietly. 

The male swan is called a cob, the female is called 
a pen and the young are called cygnets. Cygnets are 
grayish in color with pink bills, but will change to 
white with black bills by the time they are a year old. 
Life expectancy of a wild Trumpeter Swan is not 
known, but one captive swan lived 29 years. 

The swans at East Lake are berng fed a m1xture of 
one part commercial feed to four parts shelled com 
Their d1et is supplemented with lettuce, spinach and 
other raw green vegetables bemg donated by Osceola 
grocery stores. 

The public is asked not to feed the swans, since their 
diet needs to be regulated and they are susceptible to 
infections caused by mold. 



OUR NEW SWANS - Dave Hoffman, w1ldhfe b10log1st wuh 
the Iowa Trumpeter Swan Restoration Program holds one of two swans 
so :-chool chtld~n could p<'l it before Its release in a new pen at East Lal<e 
Park The pubhc 1s welcome to v1ew the two swans but officials ask that 

>giSt Dave 
1r of rare 
day from 
<e County 
The birds 
Resources 
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Trumpeter Swan Restoration Program. Osceola's 
swans weighed 20 and 22 pounds. Hoffman said the 
birds can reach 36 pounds and have an e1ght-foot 
wing-spread. The two swans were purchased with a 
$2,000 donation from the Clarke County Pheasants 
Forever organization. 

people approach the pen qUJety and to keep pets away from the pen. It is 
also 1mportant that people do not feed the swans. The1r d1et needs to be 
regulated and the1r are ~usceptJble to mfections caused by mold that could 
be in food. See another p1cture and story on the back page. 

)wans get acquainted 
t Osceola's East Lake 

-roore-ura.u l\1\T peopte watcnea two frumpeter 
Swans released at East Lal<e Friday mto a holding pen 
that includes both land and lal<e. 

Tht' swans had been livmg at Bays Branch since 
October after they and one other were confiscated in 
Arkansas. Anita Foland of the Clarke County 
Conservation Board said the swans were being raised 
illegally in Arkansas. 

At Bays Branch "Clarke's swans" bonded to form 
a pcur. The other Arkansas swan, a male appears to be 
forming a bond with a free flymg female that flew into 
the holding area at Bays Branch. Trumpeter Swans 
bond for life. 

Officials with the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources had earlier told Foland that Clarke would 
get an adolescent pair and it m1ght be three or more 
years before they reproduce. 

Because Clarke's confiscated b1rds are three to four 
years old they may reproduce th1s year Under normal 

circumstances, swans would select a secluded area for 
nesting. A platform with some screening will be con­
structed for them to provide the safety and privacy they 
required. Spectators are welcome to view the swans 
but people are asked to approach the pen quietly. 

The male swan is called a cob, the female is called 
a pen and the young are called cygnets. Cygnets are 
grayish in color with pink bills, but will change to 
white with black bills by the time they are a year old 
Life expectancy of a wild Trumpeter Swan is not 
known, but one captive swan lived 29 years. 

The swans at East Lal<e are being fed a mixture of 
one part commercial feed to four parts shelled com 
Their dtet ts supplemented with lettuce, spinach and 
other raw green vegetables being donated by Osceola 
grocery stores. 

The public is asked not to feed the swans. smce the1r 
d1et needs to be regulated and they are susceptible to 
mfections caused by mold. 



Fire departments 
get hydrant grants 

Area ftrc departments were 
among I 35 departments tn 39 
Iowa counue~ whtch were award­
ed grants for planntng. tratning 
and tnstallatton of I 03 dry hy­
drants. 

Dry hydrants are non-pressur­
tzed pii_)C systen.~ permanent)} tn· 
stalled tn ext sting lakes. ponds and 
streams as a standby supply of 
water to a ftre tanker truck 

The money comes from a 
$100,000 one-ttme appropnatton 
from the legtslature 

"Dry hydrant~. placed tn the 
right locations. can make the dtf­
ference between savtng property 
and ltves or rcalwng a total loss." 
said Dave Ztmple, pn.!stdent of the 
Iowa Firemen's Assoctallon 

Area grants and hydrants, are 
• Woodburn and Osceola, 

$3,007, $3,570 local match, three 
hydrants for new houstng devel 
opments, rural tratler court 

• Creston, Dtagonal, Afton 
Prescott, Onent, Lenox. $7.508 
$3,730 local match, five hydrants 
for houstng, tndu~try, ltvestock 
confinemenh. 

• Murra), Afton, Osceola, 
$3,968, $2.000 local match, five 
hydrants for housmg 

• Earlham, Van Meter, Win­
terset St. Charles. Lonmor. Peru. 
Truro $5.005. H 750 local match. 
ten hydrant-. for housing and cov­
ered bndge.., (touri~m) . 
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CRP program changes with the times 
Emphasis has shifted from idling fannland to environmental benefit 

The venerable Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) has 
weathered the 80's farm crtJts 
and a radical change tn federal 
farm programs-but tt sttll 
keeps plugging along. popular 
as ever. 

The most recent stgnup tn 
Clarke County placed 3,774 
acres in the I 0-year set-aside 
program, according to Bart 
Griffith of the Clarke County 
Farm Service Agency office. 

In total, 36,890 acres in 
Clarke County are reserved 
under CRP, whtch equals 20 
percent of all the farmable land 
tn the county 

"It's been a good program 
for us," Griffith said 

Originally, the Conservation 
Reserve Program was born out 
of the desperation of the 1980s 

farm COStS 
A devastatmg oversupply of 

grain prompted the Federal 
government to msutute CRP in 
1986, Wtth tWO goalS in rrund: 
to pull up to 40 million acres 
out of productlon. and to create 
valuable habitat for wildlife out 
of highly erodible land. 

Under CRP, farmers submit 
acres to be considered for in­
clusiOn. If accepted, the land is 
locked into a conservation pro­
gram-usually some kind of 
grass seeding- for 10 years. 

In return, the Federal gov­
ernment pays a certain amount 
per acre, per year, and covers 
half the cost of establishing the 
conservatiOn cover. 

This past year, Griffith said 
farmers in Clarke County re­
cetved $273,472 from the pro-

gram, at an average payment of 
$72.46 per acre. 
FOCUS C HAI'.GES 

As onginally conceived, 
CRP dovetatled wtth the old 
farm program to reduce a 
farmer's base acreage-the 
number of acres available for 
deficiency payment~ if the mar­
ket price dropped too low. 

But as the ag market im­
proved in the early 1990s, 
Congress began constdenng a 
new farm bill that would loosen 
the reins and let farmers pro­
duce freely. 

It appeared that CRP had lost 
its reason for betng-but ac­
cordmg to Griffith, the program 
was popular wtth both rural and 
urban restdents because of tt!> 
benefits to the environment 

"It's tax dollars paytng for 

these rental payments," Griffith 
said. "We all have a vested in­
tt·rest in the program." 

So even though the old farm 
program dted, with its controls 
on what a farmer could plant, 
CRP survtved with new fund­
tng-and a new mission: envi­
ronmental benefit. 

In the early 1990s, when the 
emphasis was still on idling 
production, Griffith said more 
than 40,000 Clarke County 
acres were enrolled. 

But beginning with the 1997 
stgnup, land with higher pro­
ducttvtty has been eased out of 
the program, while small 
stream-side buffer strips are au­
tomauc mclusions. 

"It's been harder," Griffith 
satd, "to get identical land back 
10 U I 
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LAKESIDE -The pace of construction is going 
well at the Lakeside Casino and Resort at West Lake 
an Osceola At left above is the 60-room motel. The 
site wtll also include a convention center with a show­
room/auditorium for 900 people. A dredge (fore-

ground, deepens the channel for the 1,500 passenger 
boat that is nearly three-fourths the size of a football 
field At left, is an aerial picture taken by Stan 
Samuelson that gives a perspective of the location of 
the project. See story at right. 

Arnold sponsors initative 
to preserve area resources 

A.t initiative sponsored by State Rep. Richard Arnold (R-Russell) to 
address Rathbun Lake water quality was signed April 15 by Gov. Tom 
Vtlsack. 

The new law creates a Southern Iowa Development Authority which 
will.encompass Lucas, Wayne, Monroe, Clarke, Decatur, Appanoose, 
Davts, Wapello, Jefferson and Van Buren counties. 

!he Authority will develop and coordinate projects related to the 
oruque natural resource, rural develoP.ment and in frastructure problems 
(>f ~ese coun~es. High o.n the ltst wtll ~ protecting Rathbun Lake-a 
tounst attracnon and maJor source of dnnking water-from pollution 
and w:dimentation. 

"Passage of the legislation ts the culmination of a lot of hard work 
by an excellent group of individuals," Arnold said. 
~e creation of the authority will allow the region to receive federal 

fundmg for natural resource and water protection. 

~a~~ ~..M~X. -~u~~~ 
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For every thing there ts a 
season, 

and a time for every rnauer 
under heaven 

... 

SOIL CONSERVATION 
TECHNICIAN 

The State of Iowa, Division of Soil Conservation • 
IDALS, is acceptrng applications for a full-time tech-
nician to work in Clarke County. Starting wage is 
$9.51/hr. Call515-342-2917, between 7:30a.m.- 5 
p.m for additional information. 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 

What's the 
deal about 
West Lake? 

A new report linking Osceola's 
West Lake to a list of highly pol­
luted waterways is a combination 
of old news, federal reporting pro­
cedures and problems with the 
state water standard, state and 
local sources say. 

In a new federal Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) report 
released last week, West Lake was 
one of4nere-than 200 bodies of 
water added to an existing state 
list of "impaired" waterwa,Ys 

The cause, in West Lake s case, 
was atrazine contamination. 

But according to John Olson, 
environmental specialist with the 
Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR), the DNR re­
moved West Lake from their first 
draft of the "impaired waters" list 
last fall. 

The reason: atrazine is not con­
sidered an acute, or short-term, 
toxic compound. 

Atrazine, formerly a common 
crop herbicide, is water-soluble 
and travels easily into groundwa­
ter, Olson said, but the health risk 
is usually calculated over a long­
term, or "chronic" basis. 

With acute toxic compounds, 
one-ume contaminant levels an: 
enough to warrant concern. Levels 
of chronic toxic compounds are 
monitored and reduced over time. 

But Olson said the state of 
Iowa has atrazine mistakenly cat­
e~orized as an acute toxin, and 
smce the state sees it that way, the 
EPA's report mirrors that assump­
tion. 

' 'The standard needs to be re­
vised, and [atrazine's status] needs 
to be changed," Olson said. 

PROBLEM ADDRESSED 
West Lake's problems with 

atrazine have been known locally 
for some time. To combat the lev­
els, a comprehensive program was 
launched several years ago to 
clean up the watershed. 

As a result, atrazine levels at 
the lake have consistently de­
clined, except for an Increase 
caused by the increased water 
flows of the floods of 1993 
Atrazine can remain trapped in 
lake silt and reappear when the silt 
is disturbed. 

In addition, five years ago the 
Osceola Water Board addressed 
the atrazine problem directly, in­
stalling a new activated carbon fil­
tering system to remove it from 
the drinking water. 

Olson said an activated carbon 
system works well for that pur-

pose. 
1 
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Sentinel - Tribune Spotlights 
ADRIAN AND IRENE FULLER 

\ 
Adrian and Irene Fuller are a 

well known couple m Osceola. 
Adrian has been a member of the 
Osceola Rotary Club since 1981. 

Irene has played the piano for 
the Rotary for more than ten 
years. She was made an honorary 
member in 1997 and a donation 
was given in her honor to the 
Paul Harris Fellowship that is 
used for helping people around 
the world. 

Adrian became involved in the 
Rotary after they moved to town 
in 1979 from the farm they had 
lived on for 34 years. 

He has been active as a soil 
and water commissioner smce --

!.2i5,_ and for the Re.row:ce 
CQnservatton_iUld Development 
Dehartrnent since 1967_ 

erie worl<ed as the secretary 
for the United Methodist Church 
in Osceola for 15 years before 
she retired in 1987 

They are both involved in the 
Clarke County Historical Society. 
He was president in 1980 and 
helped to get the Historical 
Museum building. She occasion­
ally works at the museum during 
the summer 

They like to travel and have at­
tended Adrian's Army reunion al­
most every year since 1984. He 
served for three years m wwn 

DNR needs more info 
on Weldon sow farm 

The Iowa Department of Nat­
ural Resoun:es (DNR) has bounced 
plans for a new sow farm back to 
Swine Graphics, saying the origi­
nal application was "incomplete." 

The proposed facility, two miles 
north of Weldon, has been the tar­
get of vehement opposttion from 
landowners, the city of Weldon and 
historical preservation groups. 

The site lies on the Mormon 

cation agreements for land they do 
not own. 

Other requirements: a multi­
year crop rotation schedule and a 
list of people with a financial in­
terest in the operation. 

The DNR also asked Swine 
Graphics to check into the 100-
year flood level at the site, and to 
provide water use estimates 

Trail, about a mile from the historic NOT BUILDING THIS YE AR 
Lost Camp site. Swine Graphics spokesman 

According to the DNR re- Craig Loffredo said it is routine for 
sponse, dated Friday, Swme Grap- the DNR to request additional in­
hies needs to: provide additional formation. 
engineerin~ data. and consistent He said Swine Graphics does 
animal statistics. not intend to begin work on the 

They also need to detail manure Weldon site this year, reinforcing a 
storage capacity and nitrogen pro- statement made several weeks ago. 
duced and to JVbmit manure _3>Pli- t ' 
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In 1996, Hurricane Fran caused 
the reunion in Myrtle Beach, Aa. 
to be cancelled. lrene was in the 
hospital when the 1997 reunion 
was held. 

Both of them have been in­
volved in rock collecting since 
they lived on the farm. "I like the 
rocks, I admire the rocks, but I 
don't want to work with them," 
Irene said. Adrian makes jewelry, 
belt buckles and western ties 
from the rocks. 

He also repairs clocks and has 
made Irene, their four children 
and a grandchild grandfather 
clocks out of lumber he hired 
milled from trees on the farm that 
thetr son took over when they 
moved to town 

Irene used to play the violin 
and still plays the pump organ 
that her father restored 'Nhen she 
was young. She also likes to hand 
piece quilts. 

They both enjoy their flowers 
and bird watching. Neighbors 
Ray and Gloria Lefebvre and Bill 
and Mabel Oehlert have also 
made living in town more enJOY­
able. They play cards once or 
twice a month. The three couples 
gathered at the Oehlerts recently 
and "boy did [we) have fun," said 
Adrian. 

Rick Oshel joins 
lowater program 

Rtck Oshel of Osceola is m­
volved in Iowater, a statewide, cit­
izen-based volunteer waste quality 
monllonng program that is fi­
nanced and administered by the 
Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources. 

The program provides educa­
tional materials to assist volunteers 
in collecting samples and inter­
preting results. It will also provide 
a statewide network so that volun­
teers from across Iowa can share 
their results with others. 

A water quality workshop will 
provide volunteers like Oshel an 
opportunity to gain hands-on ex­
perience assessing and evaluating 
the chemical, physical and biolog­
ical health of aquatic ecosystems 
and their watersheds. 

Oshel will be trained on collect­
ing and analyzing aquatic organ­
isms, chemical water samples and 
physical stream attributes such as 
stream bank stabilization, fish habi-
tat and watershed land use. • 

Those completing the training 
sessions will become part of a 
statewide water monitoring net­
work, helping to identify and pro­
tect local water resources, collect 
stream habitat data from across 
Iowa, and develop grassroots part­
nerships to address local water 
quality issues. 

For additional information on 
water monitoring, call Becc?; 
Harris at the Clarke County SW 
office at 515-342-2917 or the Iowa 
Volunteer Water Monitoring Coor­
dinator at 515-747-205l. 
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Price tag for new 
reservior: $14 million 
BY KEITH ISLEY 

The price tag is m for a pro­
posed new reservotr four miles 
northwest of Osceola. along the 
Squaw Creek watershed 

How much? Well, let's just say 
if you have to ask, you can't afford 
it. 

According to a feasibility study 
released last week by Howard R. 
Green Co. of Creston. the reser­
voir, an associated plant expansion 
and a pipeline to connect the two 
would cost $14 million. 

Such a figure, of course, is way 
beyond the financial ability of any 
local governmental agency. But by 
having the plan ready to roll , the 
Osceola Water Board and the city 
of Osceola will be ready if feder­
al funds become available. 

A meeting with landowners in 
the proposed reservoir area has 
been scheduled for June 8 at 7 p.m. 
in the Osceola Fire Hall A Simi­
lar meeting was held last spring, 
before work on the feasibility plan 
got underway. 

WHY CONSIDER IT? 
Why build a new reservoir in 

· the first place? 1n part, 1t's a result 
of the stunning success of local de­
velopment efforts, and the poten­
tial for significant new growth in 
the next few decades. 

West Lake is the primary water 
source for the city of Osceola, but 
it serves a much wider area than 
that. Water from the Osceola plant 
also serves the needs of Woodburn 

residents, as well as rural cus­
tomers and the city of Murray 
which are served by the Southern 
Iowa Rural Water Association. 

Whtle West Lake's capacity is 
adequate today to meet Clarke 
County's water needs, that could 
change. Average water use was 
1.18 rnillon gallons per day in 
1998, up signifcantly from 
845,000 gallons in 1990. 

And with West Lake rated at a 
maximum average output of 1.32 
million gallons per day. another 
economic development coup-a 
new factory, for instance--cou.ld 
~us~ daily water demand to 1ts 

iniual plan to openmg A natural 
disaster, such as a severe drought, 
could accelerate the process. 

lirrut. 
"Any further development, .es-

pecially ' wet process' mdustnes, 
could greatly mcrease total water 
demand," the Howard R. Green re­
port says. "Excess capacitX must 
be available [to attract new mdus-
try)." . 

By 2050, the report esumates 
Clarke County's water needs will 
increase to 2.0 million gallons per 
day, well above West Lake's r~ted 
output. Combine heavy use w1th a 
long-term drought-and there's 
~otial for trouble. 

The Osceola Water Board iden-
tified the Squaw Creek watershed 
as a prime reservoir site several 
years a~o. However, w~rk on a 
feasibility study began JUSt last 
spring. 

How long before it's built? 
That's anybOdy's guess. 

TWICE THE SIZE 
Multiply West Lake by two, and 

you have the proposed new reser­
voir. It would cover 618 acres. dou­
ble West Lake's 306 acres, and 
drains a watershed about twice the 
size. 

But with three times the water 
storage of West Lake, the ne~ 
reservoir would have a safe maxi­
mum daily output of 2.5 million 
gallons per day-again, nearly 
double that of West Lake. 

The proposed Jake area is more 
than half timber and brush, reduc­
ing problems with farm chemical 
runoff that have plagued West 
Lake. ln addiuon, no maJOr htgh­
ways or ratlroad lines run ne~by, 
reducing the risk of a contarrUnat-
ing sp11l. 

As with West Lake, a new reser-
voir on Squaw Creek could ~upi?Ort 
limited recreational acttvtues. 
Recreational improvements, how­
ever, are not part of the $14 million 
price tag. 

Twelve-Mile Lake near Creston, 
one of the newest reservoirs in the 
area, took more than a decade from 

(J -v,. ~-~-V~~Q_-::} ~~~ 
~ (A.-~ ~~ ;2. '1 1 I q 4 1 

Neighbors mull lake plans l 
La~downers near a proposed reservoir near Osceola had relative! · few 

questions at a June 8 public meetmg. )' 
The meetmg at the Osceola Fire Hall was smular to one held a ear 

ago, JUSt. before the Osceola Water Board began a detailed site anal~s1s 
~ated m the Squaw Creek watershed, the proposed 620-acre lake would 
sn m a rugg.ed and largely undeveloped area six miles northwest of town 
Th~ des1~n, sa1d engmeer Mark Duben of Howard R. Green and 

~ssoctates, IS a prellmmary one. No funding for the $14 million project 
tS cu.rrently avatlable. but Clarke County's growmg water needs may 
r~~1re a larg:r water supply wnhin the next decade 

Construction may be several years down the road yet," Duben said 

o~~~-.J~~ 
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IGmberly Sullivan received the I 
following honors at the Clarke 
Community High School awards 
day: National Honor Society, 
President's Education Award for 
Outstanding Academic Achieve­
ment. Clarke Area Arts Council 
Senior Award band and speech, 
Bayard Shadley Memonal $330, 
Blake Bequest Fund $400. Clarke 
Coufj¥ Soil and Water Conse~­
tiQllhll~trict $2~. Clarke County 
Cattlemen's Assoc1auon $200. 
Cargill Scholarship $1,000. Routh 
Scholarship $1.000. Clarke Coun­
ty State Bank Alumni Scholarship 
$750. Hansen Family Scholarship 
average $2, I 00 renewable $8,400, 
Un1ver~ity of Northern Iowa 
Freshman Achievement Scholar-
ship $1,000 renewable for 2 years 
$2,000, Goring Communication 

_ Scholarship $500. 
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Corps okays 
effort to stop 
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This hog 
manure 
did not 
smell 
Swine Graphics 
tests new method 

BY KEITH ISLEY 
Swine Graphics spokesman 

Craig Loffredo stands in a soybean 
field about a quarter-mile nort~_of 
the company's ADL I sow fac1hty 
east of Osceola. 

Not 30 yards away, a high-pres­
sure irrigation gun pulses thou­
sands of gallons a minute over the 
lush green fields. . 

But the gun isn't pumpang 
water. It's pumping hog waste 
fromADL I's two-sta~e trea~ent 
system high into the alf and mto a 
fine, rain-like mist across the soy­
bean plants. 

Normally, if a farm spread hog 
waste this way, neighbors would 
be calling from miles around be­
cause of the odor. In fact, Swine 
Graphics usually knifes the waste 
directly into the ground to reduce 
the distinctive, pungent stench. 

But here, 30 yards away, there's 
virtually no odor- except for a 
faint musty smell whenever the 
mist blows Loffredo's way. And a 
week later, not one neighbor has 
called to complain. 

It's the result of a $330,000 
gamble Swine Graphics Look two 
years ago, when they installed 
state-of-the-art waste treatment 
systems at two of the company's 
four sites in Clarke County. . , 

Called the Schafer system, 1t s 
normally seen handling a different 
kind of waste in suburban office 
parks. It features~ aer~bic (oxy­
gen-aided) waste digesnon system 
that could make the water clean 
enough for re-use in the hog barns, 
at least at ADL ll, which has an ad­
ditional third process~g stage. . 

Swine Graphics dec1ded to wa1t 
and see - and after a year of 
tweaking to get the system_up and 
running, last week's spraymg ex­
periment at ADL I was the first 
solid validation of the cla1m. 

"It's what they told us would 
happen," Loffredo said. 

The waste being sprayed over 
the soybean field was extremely 
low in nitrogen- 1.61 pounds per 
1,000 gallons. While a tribute to 
the efficiency of the Schafer sys­
tem the low nitrogen level makes 
the ~pray a poor fertilizer, Loffredo 
noted. 

Darren Housberg, who handles 
day-to-day operations at the fo~r 
ADL sites in Clarke County, smd 
he had notified several land own­
ers and had urged them to call if 

they smelled anythmg unpleasant 
Also nouficd was the Iowa De­
partment of Natural Resources 
(DNR). 

Scott Steinbach, one of the ~en 
h1red to do the spra:>:ing fo~ Swme 
Graphics, sa1d h1s w1fe_nouced the 
d1fference the first evemng he came 
home After she asked whether he 
had sprayed hog waste today: she 
noted that she couldn't smell 11 •• 

"I think a lot of [the benefit], IS 
because of the lagoon they re 
usmg," he said 

COST CONCERNS 
The Schafer system appe~s to 

be eq01valent of the holy graJI for 
hog confinements battling o~~r 
complaints from neighbors. Buttt s 
not a cure-all. large!} because of 
the costs involved . 

Besides the $165,000 per.umt 
construction cost. which IS a 
healthy sum in the face of low hog 
prices. the Schafer system takes 
$2 500 per month to operate, more 
th~n the typ1cal anaerobic lagoons 
used elsewhere. . . 

But Loffredo says the ab1hty to 
recycle water from the systeJ? 
could recoup some of that. And If 

the DNR allowed Swme. Grap~ics 
to reduce the size of the1r holdmg 
lagoons _ the Schafer system, he 
says, can use smaller ones- con­
struction costs could be lowered by 
tens of thousands of dollars. . 

Installing a center piVOt 1n a 
nearby field, similar to that used for 
irrigation, would make the system 
even more efficient. . 

"I think that if we can do th1s the 
way we want to do, we can come 
close to having the Schafer system 
cost not much more than anaerobtc 
lagoons," Loffredo said 

Right now, though. the laws re&­
ulating hog confinements don t 

take into account the technology 
being used in the Schafer system, 
because it is so new. 

Due 10 part to cost concerns, 
ADL n. the company's third SOW 
farm 10 the county, has the capa­
bility to run a Schafer system­
but it is not installed. Plans for 
ADL IV, the controversial sue on 
the Mormon Trail north of Weldon 
do not include the Schafer system 
.at all. . · 

"We've got to keep assess1!lg 
our costs and see where (future In­

stallations) fit m, .. Loffredo said 



County 
invaded 
by wild 
carrot 

One look at lawns and pastures 
m Clarke County and you know 
that tlus is a banner year for weeds 

One of those weeds, wild carrot, 
also known as Queens Anne's Lace 
•s now in full bloom. Wild carrot 
IS class1fied as a secondary nox1ous 
weed in Iowa. It has become infa­
mous for its capacity to mfest CRP 
and roadside areas. It is not a prob­
lem in cultivated land. 

The ornate delicate white flow­
ers of this weed are now in full 
bloom, causing some CRP parcels 
to be completely covered with 
white flowers. There is no record 
of wild carrot toxicity in this coun­
try, but there are reports from 
E urope that wild carrot may be 
mildly toxic to horses and cattle. 
Milk derived from cows that have 
eaten wild carrot can become taint­
ed with a bitter flavor. 

Wild carrot was introduced into 
this country from Europe. This 
weed has a two-year Iifecycle and 
•s a member of the parsley farruly 
Germinat10g in the fall or early 
spnng, the first season of growth 
remains in the vegetative form as a 
leafy plant growing close to the 
ground. 

The second season it sends up 
a flower stalk that will flower from 
July through September. Most of 

the seed produced w1ll not surv1ve 
more than two years. 

Control measures used 10 CRP, 
!:lrasslands, and roads1des will vary 
10 the1r e1Tect1veness Mowing 10 
July or early August w1ll reduce 
seed production but only g1ve mod­
erate control Well-limed herb1c1de 
appllcat•ons made 10 October or 
early Apnl will g1ve the best con­
trol 2,4-D may or may not prov1de 
good control Research conducted 
at M1Ch1gan State Un1versHy m 
1994 showed that local wild carrot 
populations can vary 10 the1r sus­
ceptibility to 2,4-D. 

Other commonly used herbi­
cides that will give good control in 
a broadcast appltcation include: 
Banvel (BASF), Tordon 22K (Dow 
AgroSciences). and Ally (Dupont). 
Spot applications of Roundup Ultra 
(Monsanto) or Touchdown (Zen­
eca) can also be used. Desirable 
legume spec1es will not survive 
these applications. Spec1fic herbi­
cide rates, herbicide comb10a11ons, 
adjuvants. and liming of applica­
tions can be found on the label 
Always remember to read and fol­
low label directions. 

For more information contact 
M1chele Maguire Beck. Clarke 
County Extension 711 W McLane 
Osceola. 
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~~~~ 30( !111 it sewage fouls creek 

Mechanical problems. compounded by m•scal­
culat•on~ at the Osceola Waste Water Treatment 
Plant, caused partially treated sewage to flow into 
\Vh1te Breast Creek. 

Ron Stark, director of the plant, said the m1shap 
occJrred ''hen bearings for three of four tncklmg 
fillers at the plant were in Ames for emergency re­
p.urs 

Tlus linuted the capacity of the plant to a pn­
mary filler and first stage clarifiers which handled 
the treatment for a while but then "th10gs went 
our," Stark said. 

The panially-treated waste flowed 10to the creel 
verthe Y.eekend of Sept. 17-19. The flow from the 

plant turned the creek florescent green and caused 
odor problems along the watershed 

The contamination of the creek was compound­
ed by lack ot rain "About the only tlung runmng 
111 the creek \\as the discharge from the plant," said 
Stark, who took over management of the plant last 
~pring. There was no water in the creel to dilute the 
di~charge from the plant, he said 

St<trk sa1d his staff IS working long hours to keep 
the plant opcrJtmg. " It was just someth10g that hap­
pened," he said "These guys were do10g all they 
could to keep things running They were doing their 
lx•st They're t•ood nperators,' he sa1d 

Stark was on vacation that weekend and out of 
town As soon as he returned to the plant Stark or-

dered sewage d1verted to retention ponds. 
Both the Clarke County Envtronrnental Serv1ces 

and the Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) investigated the incident. 

Allan Mathias of the county office sajd he start­
ed rece1v10g complaints Friday. Sept. 17. He said 
it was "obvious" something was wrong at White 
Breast Creek but he was not able to pinpomt the 
problem until Monday, Sept. 20 when he talked to 
Stark ,.,.ho confirmed the incident. 

The DNR also mvestigated, Stark sa1d 
Stark said he vis1ted farmers along the White 

Breas t watershed explaining the situauon and 
"apologizing for what happened We want to be 
open about everyth10g We're not trying to sweep 
11 under the carpet." he sa1d _ 

The filters were back m operation this week. 
NC\\ equ1pment was also 10stalled to add polymer 
chemical to the treated waste JUSt before it leaves 
the plant. "Any water entering White Breast will 
now be crystal clear,'' Stark sajd. 

The city's engineering firm. Veemstra & K.irnm, 
has been studymg repairs and modernizations need­
ed at the 22-year-old waste water treatment facili­
ty. 

In June, 1998 the DNR ordered $80,000 worth 
of emergency repatrs done at the plant. These were 
completed last year, Stark said. 
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Conservationists urge Iowa fartners 
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ditions make it possible for fanners to till moisture w1ll be well behind normal come falL And that land can really flow or wash ~ 
their land, but conservatiomsts say there next spnng. And according to the National if its tilled t() -J-:. 1 . . ~ 0 / fj Cj Cj 
are some good reasons to hold off on Weather Services Center for Conservationist also point to the need \Y'C..~ o<. (>

1 tillage this fall. Environmental Prediction, below normal for Wise use of fertilizer. NRCS State 
Our dry weather put th1s year's harvest prec1pitauon 1s forecast through March Agronom1st Barb Stewart says farmers 

at least a week ahead of the five-year av- 2000. applymg fertilizer this fall run the risk of 
erage, but it also means we are short on Farmers can preserve what subsoil nutrient loss through leaching and runoff. 
subsoil moisture. Tilling the land speeds mo1sture IS sull left by prc~.cticmg conser- Waiting to apply fertilizer closer to plant­
evaporation of soil moisture and also al- vat ion tillage and av01dmg fall field work. ing will mmim1ze losses, she said. 1f it is 
lows the wind to erode the soil. For eco- Conservation tillage research conducted not possible to wait, Stewart recommends 
nomic and environmental reasons, we are by the USDA Agricultural Research fall applying when soil temperature at the 
asking fanners to resist the urge to till this Services shows that a 30 percent residue four-inch depth stays below 50 degrees. 
fall, said Tim Kautza, natural Resources cover reduces evaporation potential by 30 Applying realistic amounts of anhydrous 
Planner with the USDA Natural percent. An 80 percent residue cover, con- ammonia, when soil temperature is most 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) sistent with no-till, reduces evaporation ideal, will protect inputs, she said. Stewan 
in Iowa. potential by 42 percent. also says fanners should consider using a 

Six out of the nine Iowa crop reportmg Conservation ullage reduces soil mois- nitrogen inhibitor to help keep nitrogen in 
districts have subsoil moisture that is at lure evaporatiOn and improves filtration the soil until spring. Farmers who apply 
least 67 percent short or very short, ac- of any precipitalion we rrught receive dur- nitrogen wisely will save money and help 
cording to Iowa Agricultural Statistics. mg th1s preseason, K:mtza said. Ani.' keep excess nitrogen out of the water sup­
The worst conditions are in the northwest tillage th1s fall will reduce the subsOil plies, conservationists pomt out 
and central crop reponing districts which moisture available next summer Fanners needing assistance with adopt-
show subsoil moisture at 85 percent short Conservation ullage IS especially ben- ing conservation tillage or reducing fall 
to very short. efic1al on soybean ground, said State fertilizer loss should contact the NRCS 

Iowa State University Extension ConservatiOnist Leroy Brown. We've office on Furnas Dnve, just south of 
Climatologist Elwynn Taylor said if fall never seen any research that shows yield McDonald's, in Osceola 
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BROWN SPEAKS AT SCHOOL-Wildh~e expert ~eth 
Brown v1sited the Interstate 35 Middle School in New V1rgt.ma Fnday 
Brown brought four b1rds of prey for the cla.ss to see. The b1rds were a 
red tail hawk, a J...estrc1.1. a screech owl and p1ctured above with Brown, 
a barred owl. Brown has the birds because they are no longer able to be 
in the wild because of illness or injury. 



Burgus family of rural Murray is Clarke 
County Farm Family of the Century 

Gene, Helen and Herb Burgus of 
rnraJ Murray have been selected as 
the Clarke County Farm Family of 
the Century by the Clarke County 
Conservation Board . 

. The Burgus family was one of 
78 families from Iowa honored at 
the 1999 Farm Progress Show in 
the Amanas in September. The fam­
ilies were individually recognized 
in a brief ceremony in which State 
Conservationist Leroy Brown pre­
sented the awards to each family. 

Terry Boles, chairman of the 
Clarke County Soil and Water 
Conservation District that nomi­
nated the Burgus family for the 
award, accompanied them to the 
progress show. Familtes were nom­
lnated based on their efforts to pro­
Lee! the water, air and land that will 
produce food into the next millen­
nium. 

"My mom always told us to try 
and leave the land a little bit better 
than we found it," said Gene 
Burgus, "We try to folio ..... that rule 
when it comes to our farm." 

Each family also received a lim­
ited edition wildlife print by well 
known Iowa artist Larry Anderson, 
jackets and certificates signed by 
Governor Tom Vilsack and other 
state conservation leaders. 

"At first I was really surprised to 
hear that we were selected," said 
Gene Burgus. "After I thought 
aQ..out it for a while, I was really 
honored to be selected." 
, Gene and Helen Burgus have 
been farming for over 50 years. 
l1erb Burgus, Gene and Helen's 
.s.on, has been farming for the past 
~eigln years. 

. The Burguses agree being a 
farmer comes with its advantages 
and disadvanta~es. 

"I like the mdependence that 
comes with farming but it can be 
frustrating at times too," said Gene 
Burg us 

Gene Burgus says advancements 
in technology have been amazing 
$10Ce he started farming 55 years 
ago. 

"When I was a kid they farmed 
with horses," says Gene Burgus 
"Now they have eight, 12 and even 
24 row planters" 

}je says no-till planting ts also a 
big change that cuts down on ex-

Herb, Helen and Gene Burgus with the certificate they received at the 1999 Farm Progress Show In 
September. 

penses and time. 
"When I started everybody 

plowed their fields," satd Gene 
Burgus. "With no-till it cuts down 
the time spent m the fields " 

The Burguses say one of the 
biggest challenges in farming today 
is competing against businesses 
that have taken over the farm m­
dustry 

"It seems hke you aren't com­
peting against other farmers noY.," 
says Herb Burgus. 

"You are really competmg 
against corporations," says Helen 
Burgus. 

"I don't think we are actually 
doing anything different than what 
a lot of farmers in the area are 
doing," said Gene Burgus. ''We aTe 
really honored by the award." 



Burgus wins poster contest 
Adrienne Burgus of Osceola 

won the reg1on eight 1999 Soil 
Conservauon Poster Contest for di­
vision two (grades 2-3) 

Burgus was also the division 
two winner in Clarke County. 
Regional contest winners were en­
tered in a state contest in which 
four winne~ were chosen 

Burgus received $20 and a $50 
savings bond for wmnmg the 
Clarke County contest along with 
$35 for winnmg the region eight 
contest 

The topic for the poster contest 
was In The Children's Hands. 
Posters were judged on conserva­
tion message, visual effectiveness 
and universal appeal 

The contest was open to stu­
dents in grades kindergarten-12. 
Burgus IS the daughter of David 
and Karen Burgus 
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Adrienne Burgus with a cer­
tificate she received for win­
ing the Soil Conservation 
Poster Contest. 
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ATTEND CONVENTION Eleven membe1s 
of the Murray FFA Chapter from the Murray 
Community School attended the National FFA 
Convention on Oct 26 to 30 in Lou1svillc, Ky. 
Holding a copy of the Sentinel-Tribune are from left, 

Dusty Harper. Tysen Abell, Melissa Anderson, 
Angelita Escher Kylie Gray, Mona Jurshac~ Francis 
Blake, Lindsay Brown Megan Ju .tice. Iowa FFA 
President Nick McKenna and Roy Cosner. 
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Pair of meetings 
for randowners 

Two meetmgs w11l be held next 
week to inform landowners in 
Lucas, Clarke, Marion and Warren 
counties about a project to control 
soil erosion and reduce water 
runoff m the area. 

The Whitebreast Watershed 
Association will host public meet­
mgs Monday at the Community 
Hall in Lacona and Tuesday at the 
Community Center m Woodburn. 
Both meetings w1ll start at 7 p.m. 

The public is invited to attend 
to learn more about the project and 
prov1de mput on the necessity and 
location of possible so1l and water 
conservation improvements. 

Representatives from the U.S 
Army Corps of Eng meers as well 
as other conservation groups will 
be on hand to answer questions 
and concerns of people who at­
tend 
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Plan $2-million golf course near boat 
Two Des Moines developers are purchasing 

a 212-acre farm at lhe edge of West Lake for de­
velopment of an 18-hole championship golf 
course. 

the $2-milhon proJect. Some 10vestor~ are al­
ready in place, he sa~d 

Dave Sp1enng and Jeff Star!-.. are expected to 
finalize purchase of the farm 10 February from 
Jack and Margie Nish. who retired to Osceola 
earlier lhJs year 

Stark, an msurance agent, put together a Sim­
ilar financ1aJ package for anolher golf course and 
is optimJStlc the Osceola proJect IS financially 
viable. He said construcuon could start next year 
and lhe course may be playable 10 June or July 
2001. 

The land is adjacent to West Lake, about 1-
1/2 miles northwest of the Lakeside Casino and 
Resort. 

Because the farm IS m the West Lake water­
shed many environmental ISSues must be taken 
into consideration, sa1d J B Hamilton, whose 
Iowa Realty firm in Osceola is handling tJ1e sale 
of the farm. 

Spiering, who owns a construction company, 
said private investors will be obtained to finance 

• 
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Clarke, Decatur watershed 
projects receive state grants 

ProJects in Clarke and Decatur 
Counties are among recipients of 
$150,000 in small watershed plan­
ning grants to be sent to soil and 
water conservation distncts across 
Iowa, Secretary of Agricultural 
Patty Judge announced. Eighteen 
projects in 21 counties will receive 
money for their planning efforts. 

"We: app~iate the_ opportunity 
that th1s fundmg prov1des to assist 
locally led conservation inittatives 
across Iowa," Judge said. "These 
grants will allow local soil conser-

vation districts the fundmg they 
need to begin makmg a difference 
in their counties." 

The planning grant money was 
appropriated last year by the Iowa 
Legislature as part of a $I 25 mil­
lion allocation for 1ncreased atten­
!ion to the state's watershed pro­
Jects. 

The Clarke County allocation is 
$4,900 for the Whitebreast Creek 
Watershed. In Decatur County the 
Grand River Corridor will rece1ve 
$7,530. 
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Ryan Lundquist of Osceola and Brian 
Johnson, anolher fourth-year studentm lhe land­
scape architect program at Iowa State Uni­
versity, will do the master plan and marketing 
materials for the project. They are askmg their 
professors to qualify lhe golf course for a senior 
design project which would 10volve olher stu­
dents. The landscape program atlSU 1~ a five 
year program Johnson is speciahting on golf 
course design and worked on a $7 million course 
in Florida. Lundquist worked atlhe Osceola 

Country Club and designed the 
flood prevention of a creek that 
flows through the course. 

The new course will be a links 
style course with tall native grass­
es and prairies creating boundaries 
for fairways . There will be exten­
sive bunkers on the course wh1ch 
will measure from 6,600 to 7,000 
yards depending on lhe multiple tee 
boxes. There wi II be a women's tee 
on every hole. 

Spiering srud lhe Osceola devel­
opment will attract lhe type of play­
er who wants to play 18-hole cours­
es. There will be a drivmg range 
and a clubhouse with a pro shop. 
locker rooms. and deli-style dming 
area. The clubhouse w1ll be large 
enough to handle golf outmgs but 
lhe developers believe many of the 
players will use the dining and 
lodging facilities at Lakeside. 

Hamilton, former president of 
lhe Osceola Country Club, does not 
believe lhe new 18-hole course will 
reduce membership or deter use of 
lhe Osceola course. "Its a different 
clientele," he said. 

Lundquist said the new course 
could be designed to "shghtly im­
prove" the quality of run-off 1nto 
West Lake from present agriculture 
uses in lhe watershed 

He said bio-swale detention 

-

ponds will help clean water and no­
discharge lagoons will hold water 
so it could be reused on the golf 
course. Erosion will also be con­
trolled. Soil conservation offic1als 
and ~a-rtment of Natural Re­
sourcefnave _stnngent standards 
that must be met. 

Sp1enn£s~ud he and Stark were 
attracted to Clarke County because 
land was available close to Lake­
Side Casmo and Resort. "We be­
lieve the casino will be one of top 
draws m Iowa They have more to 
offer than other cas mos." 

Agrosy Gaming Co., lhe com­
pany that failed in its effort to de­
velop a riverboat at West Lake, had 
an 18-hole golf course in its plans. 
The present developer, Southern 
Iowa Gaming, does not plan to 
have a golf course. 

Spiering said !here is land avail­
able on edges of lhe Nish farm for 
poss1ble residential development 
but the course will be built before 
any housmg development begins. 

"We have found the people at 
Osceola city hall, the county, and 
water board very, very supportive 
and helpful," Stark said. Stark will 
have relatives in the Osceola area. 
He IS marrymg Jennifer Toney in 
February. She is a graduate of 
Clarke Community High School 
and has relatives here. 
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Young people have always 
been a part of Mary Klem's life 
She has been the school nurse at 
Murray Commun1ty School for 
more than 30 years 

"I love my JOb, it's interesting, 
never boring. Working with all of 
the administrators, the school 
board, teachers, staff and support 
staff make it a pleasant place to 
work," said Klein. 

She is also an adult advisor, 
along with Faye Leeps and Eva 
Mae Shannon, to the Community 
Resource Development (CRD) 
youth in Murray. Klein became 
involved at the onset of CRD in 
1975 as a member of Beta Sigma 
Phi sorority. 

Klem is also m the Murray 
Community Betterment Organi­
zation, the adult version of CRD 

Murray CRD IS made up of 
youth from third grade to h1gh 
school who have worked on 
many projects toward the beauti­
fication of Murray They've 
mamtamed flower beds around 
Murray. restored park bu1ldings, 
added modem restrooms and 
built a recreational court at the 
park. put up new street signs. 
wintenzed seniors homes and re­
stored the historic bandstand 

CRD has won many state 
awards including second place 
this year. Their main project since 
1993 has been Brush College. 
The one-room schoolhouse was 
moved to town and restored, said 
Klein. 

The building was built before 
1875 and closerl in 1952 It was 
used as a voting place until 1990. 

"A lot of kids don't know or 
didn't know what a one-room 
country school house was Now 
they do," sa1d Klem The prOJect 
IS ongoing. The w1sh list includes 
a school bell. more old desks and 
a pump to prov1de a near tum of 
the century look. 

KJein is a nursing graduate of 

Mercy Hosp1tal School in Des 
Moines and has a 7-12 grade 
health endorsement from Grace­
land College in Lamoni She has 
a bachelor of science in health 
arts degree from the College of 
St Francis in Joliet. Ill 

She is involved with Families 
First and with Youth First with 
the goal of getting Murray youth 
more involved in Youth First. She 
also attends meetings of the 
Clarke County Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence because of 
her school nurse position. 

"One of our greatest resources 
of all is our youth and we need 
each of us mdividually to do what 
we can to improve quality of life 
to make Iowa a better place to 
hve for future generations," KJein 
sa1d 

Klem 1s an assistantc~mj~­
~~oner for the clarke ounty 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service. formerly the Soil Con­
servation Service. Sbe represents 
them on the Clarke County Re­
source Conservation and Devel­
opment Board (CCRCD). Klem 
IS CCRCD's representative to 
Southern Iowa Resource Conser­
vation and Development-Area. 
Inc. 

The organization IS celebrating 
1ts 30th anmversary this year. The 
organization helps coordinate 
projects to improve communities 
m our seven-county area.she said. 

A main concern of the organi­
zation is water quality and avail­
ability. 

"I find these positions very in­
terestmg because they are an on­
gomg learning project. Maybe we 
can make a little difference and 
enhance future generations." 
Klein said 

A current project is to help fire 
departments apply for grants for 
dry fire hydrants used to pump 
water from ponds for rural fires. 
sa1d Klem . 

Other proJects are the 
Hazelnut Project, a nontraditiOn­
al farmmg project Farming 
needs to be integrated into new 
areas because of the low farm 
pnces. Klein said She and her 
husband. Merle. who farms near 
Murray. have watched the project 
to see how it works It reqUires 
quite a bit of manual labor. she 
said. 

They participated m the pollen 
collecting prOJect Pollen from 
ragweed and cottonwood were 
collected and sold to Allergon 
Division ofUpJohn to be used in 
allergy shots They are stilllook­
mg for cocklebur pollen to col­
lect. 

The Klems moved from the1r 
farm near Murray to Osceola sev­
eral years ago. They have four 
children and 11 grandchildren. 
four through 15 years old Six of 
the grandchldren are in school m 
Murray so she gets to see them 
everyday 

They are all m CRD She fol­
lows the1r sports actiVIties and 
likes to take them to the mov1es 

- Jame McCall 
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Alternate water supply plans in 
Clarke County begin to intensify 

Plans for an alternate water supply and modifica­
tions to the ex1sung water plant m Clarke County need 
to be mtens1fied according to Osceola Mayor Fred 
Rob1son. 

Robison says the county IS gomg to need the new 
water supply m the future 

"There really hasn't been much of a timetable set 
yet on the proJect," said C1ty Administrator Brad 
Wright. However, the mcrease in the usage of water 
has officials concerned. 

Wright said the water plant at West Lake is ap­
proaching its maximum withdrawal capacity of 1.6 
million gallons a day. The cost of the modifications 
will total approximately $4 million. 

While the long tern1 goal is to build a new lake in 
Clarke County, modifications increasing the maximum 
withdrawal capacity of the current water plant need to 
be fimshcd in the next couple of years. 

Water Board member Robert Horton said the av­
erage number of gallons pumped at the plant each day 
has mcreased over the past two years. 

In 1998 1t was 1 I rrullion gallons and 1.2 rrullion 
in 1999. The average so far in 2000 has increased to 
1.4 million gallons 

• 

"We're bumpmg the redhne level on it," said 
Horton. " It hll I 6 million gallons on four or five days 
last month." 

Horton added that the figures would likely go up in 
the summer when more water IS generally used. 

"In the past we've been fortunate because we have 
had the horse before the cart on something like this," 
said Horton "But I'm not sure we don't have the cart 
before the horse this time." 

The Clarke County Water Board has been looking 
into the possibility of creating a resevior on Squaw 
Creek, five miles northwest of West Lake, to use as an 
alternate water supply. Preliminary drawings of the 
new lake have been completed. 

The prelirrunary cost figures of a new lake are pro­
jected to be around $14 million. That includes a new 
system to get the water from the new lake to the cur­
rent water plant. 

City offic1als w1ll hkely travel to Washington, DC 
to lobby for federal money to help fund the project. 

"We would be hoping for an mflux of state and fed­
eral dollars to pay for this," sa1d Wnght. 'There is no 
way we could put the cost of something like th1s on 
the backs of the local taxpayers." 

• 

Programs available to farmers 
The U.S Department of Agnculture's Conservation Reserve Program 

(CRP) s1gn up w1ll run until Feb. 11. Eligible farrnlamd can be entered 
mto lO or 15 year contracts w1th annual payments under the program. 

Anyone mterested m the CRP program should comact the Clarke 
County Farm Serv1ce Agency or the Natural Resources Conservation 
Serv1ce office m Osceola 

S1gn up wi II also run until Feb. 11 for the Department of Agnculture 's 
Statew1de Env1ronmen1al Quality Improvement Program (EQIP) The 
program offers cost shanng for installing conservauon practices, gener­
ally at 50 percent 

People mterested m the EQIP program should call515-342-2917 

Poster contest 
coming up 

The Clarke County Soil and 
Water ronservation District is 
sponsonng their armual poster 
contest. The theme for 2000 is 
"Commumty Waters" 

The contest is open to chil­
dren in grades 2-6. Monetary 
awar~s Will be g1ven to win­
ners m each division. 

Contact the Clarke Soil and 
Water Conservation District at 
709 Furnas Drive, Suite 3, or 
call 515-342-2917 for entry 
information 

aJ_ tl ~r!,z., s./Yix I ~ t - 11~ Ita f'IL 

~lvu<-a-y jo
1 

~OCTc) 



p 

Incentive plan 
for buffer strips 
BY JESSICA TARBOX, DNA 

Landowners who sign up for the 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) will receive more money to 
conserve Iowa's natural resources. 

New financial incentives, in­
cludmg an up-front signing bonus, 
are an extension of the farm in­
come support provided by the 1996 
farm bill and will total up to$350 
m11lion in the next three years 
Secretary of Agriculture Dan 
Ghckman announced the ne\\ in-

' 

cenuves April 13. 
In the CRP, landowners volun­

tanly rellre envtronmentally sensi­
tive land for 10-to 15-years, and m 
return, the U.S.Department of 
Agncuhure makes annual rental 
payments and helps share the cost 
of developing conservation prac­
tices Under the new continuous 
s1gn-up enhancements, farmers and 
ranchers receive greater benefits 
for conserving natural resources. 
. !he goal is to attract more par­

tiCipants, 1mprove natural re­
sources and increase producer in­
come. 

"The secretary wanted to have 2 
mi Ilion miles of land (in the 
Conservauon Buffer Initiative) by 
2002 and they weren't going to 
muke it~" said Todd Bogenschutz, 
DNR w!ldhfe research biologist at 
the Boone Wildlife Research 
Station. "This is an added karat to 
landowners, and of course It's great 
for conservation md water quali­
ty." 

The USDA also set a goal of 4 
million acres under the Clean 
Water Act10n Plan, which would 
~lso fall short unless participauon 
mcreases. 

Economic enhancements under 
this project include: 

• an up-front signing bonus of 
$1 0 per acre for every year the con­
tract covers. This amounts to $100 
to ~ 1 SO per acre at the start of the 
contract to help defray up-front m 
stal.lauon costs for filter stnps. ri­
panan buffers, grassed water­
\\ays,field windbreaks, sheller 
belts and liv10g snow fences. 
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Poster contest 
winners named 

Clarke County So1l and Water 
Conservation District has an­
nouned the winners of ItS annual 
poster contest for students in 
Murray and Clarke schools 

Theme of this year's contest 
was Community Waters. 

First place winners received 
$20, second $1 S. and third $10. 

Clarke: division two, first, 
Adam Helgeson. second. Mario 
Barrios. third, Tacy Riddle. DI­
VISIOn three. first. Luke Hughes~ 
second, Aaron O'TooL third. Tyler 
Sunon. 

Murray: d1vis10n two. first. 
Jessica Halls, second, Allison 
Kelley, third, Juan Padilla. DI­
vision three, first, Kelsey Robins, 
second, Courtney James~ third, 
Austin Smith. 

Kelsey Robin~ and Adams 
Helgeson ·s poste1s were forward­
ed to the regional contest. 

Farmers urged to use caution in 
selling rights to carbon credits 
BY DENNIS JACOBS lessen the impact of future gov- Reno was careful to point out 

1 

Managing Editor ernment regulations regarding the that the attorney's general office 
Government officials are urging emission of greenhouse gases be- was not calling the offer a scam. 

area farmers and landowners to be lieved responsible for global "Maybe it's a good deal," he 
cautious about selling the carbon warming. The credits are based on said. 
credits to their land. the amount of carbon dioxide re- Paul M2ynes, president of 

Prompted by a deluge of phone leased into the atmosphere. Maynes Real Estate, thinks it is. 
calls from concerned farmers, the "The amount of carbon that is He said Monday he was surprised 
Iowa Attorney General's office held in the soil depends on many by the attention his letter has re-
was expected to issue a Farm different factors, and the USDA, ceived from the attorney general's 
Advisory on the subject this week. along with Colorado State office and others. 

"We're going to advise people to University, is currently working on "I can't think why anyone would 
t.e very, very careful," said Assistant research to determine the extra car- be worried about it," he said. "I 
Attorney General Steve Reno. bon .,tored per soil type and crop had two attorneys look at it." 

Earlier this month, Maynes Real plan, ·• the letter contmues. "You Maynes noted that the offer was 
Estate of Lenox sent a letter to will be paid according to their cal- merely an option to buy the cred-
many agricultural property owners culations as to the amount of car- its. If he is unable to line up a 
in the area, seeking an option to bon your farm will store at the rate buyer for the carbon credits by , 
buy their carbon credits at a rate of of $7/ton/year." July 1 of next year, the option is 
$7 per ton per year. Carbon credits However, Reno said, "no one null and void. 
potentially could be used by utili- knows what carbon credits are "This thing might not go off the 
ty companies and other firms to worth." ground," he said. 
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Carbon credits conference 
held for farmers in August 

Want to be a , 
commissioner? 

The terms of four Clarke 
County Soil and Water Conser­
vation District Commissioners 
expire this year. One two-year 
term and three four-year tenns 
will be up for election in 
November. 

A conference commg to Des 
Moines this summer Will give 
farmers and others a chance to 
learn more about carbon credtts 

The carbon sequestration con­
ference (titled Carbon Exploring 
the Benefits to Farmers and Soci­
ety) will be held Aug. 29-31 at the 
Polk County Convention Center. 

The announcement of the 
conference comes on the heels of 
an offer by Maynes Real Estate of 
Lenox to purchase carbon credits 
from area farml!rs 

"Th1s IS a very timely confer­
ence to discuss carbon issues," says 
Pearlie Reed, chief of the USDA's 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service and a speaker at the confer­
ence. "It is also comprehensive. fo­
cusing on the science, policy, and 
management of carbon, including 
bioenergy production." 

The conference will feature 30 
speakers who will address these 
and other quesllons 

-What is carbon worth envi­
ronmentally. economically, and 
agronomically? 

-What do we know about car­
bon management and sequestration 
and other greenhouse gases? 

- How might carbon credit 

trading work? 
- How can carbon be managed 

on agricultural land? 
-What's next? 
Complete deta1ls of the confer­

ence can be found on the Internet 
at www.cvrcd.org. 

For more information, contact 
Conference Coordinator Alice 
Vinsand at (515) 225-1051 or (800) 
264-1084. 

• 

Nonunation fonns, including 
a petition, are available in the 
county auditor's office. The 
deadline for filing nomination 
petitions IS Aug. 30. For more 
mformatlon, contact the Clarke 
SWCD at342-2917. 
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Nominating 
petitions dUe 

Nomtnating petitions for 
Clarke County Soil and Water 
Conservation District com­
missioners are due in the 
Clarke County Auditor's 
office by Aug. 30. 

For ryJOre information, call 
the Clarke County Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
office at 342-2917 
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Dry hrydrant ' 
meeting Tuesday 

A meeting about dry ftre 
hydrants will be held at the 
Osceola Fire Station next 
Tuesday at 7 p.m. Dry ftre 
hydrants are located in ponds 
close to the road, and are used to 
help reduce the distance to haul 
water for rural fires. The meet­
mg IS open to the pubhc 

Open house for Manchester 
An open house will be held 

today (Thursday) an honor of Lois 
Manchester, who 1s retinng after 
serving for more than 20 years as 
the s~te secretary for the Division 
of So1l Conservation in the Clarke 
County District Office. 

Office staff say Manchester will 
be greatly massed. She has helped 
to ass1st numerous landowners 
o.ver the years w_ith many soil ero­
Sion, water quahty, and other nat­
ural resource concerns. She has 

worked with the state funded cost­
share program and assisted with 
many projects such as terraces, 
ponds, n:ee plantings, and many 
other proJects and conservation-re­
lated programs. 

The open house will be held 
from 2-4 p.m. at the NRCS of­
fice at 709 Furnas Dr., Suite No. 
3! in Osceola. The public is in­
vited to stop by and wish 
M~nchester a healthy and happy 
retlrement. 
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Osceola water 
situation worsens 

Mayor ressurects well proposal 
BY DENNIS JACOBS 
Managing Edrtor 

Osceola Mayor F red Robison 
told the c1ty council last week that 
the water level in West Lake con­
tinues to fall at an alarming rate, 
and suggested it may be time to 
again consider drilling a well into 
the Jordan Aq_uifer. 

Robison sa1d the reservoir was 
seven feet below the spillway, and 
falling at a rate of almost an inch 
a day. 

"It's not going to be many days 
before we' re at eight feet, then 
nine feet," he predicted. 

Robison said the water level 
was dropping more rapidly now 
because of what he called "the 
saucer effect." 

Obviously, the contours of the 
lake are not circular like a saucer. 
But the water level in the lake 
falls in a manner similar to the 
way it would in a saucer- slow­
ly at the edge, but more rapidly as 
it retreats toward the center. 

" We're in a drastic situation 
nght now," Robison said. 

Most city and council officials 

More on water 

seem to a~ree that the best long­
term solut1on to the problem is a 
new reservoir to be built in the 
Squaw Creek Watershed at 
Coyote Canyon, northwest of 
Osceola. However, they also be­
lieve that lake is years away from 
becoming a reality. 

In the meantime, there is con­
siderable disagreement as to the 
best short-term solution. Robison 
said the well might be the fastest 
and best option available. 

"This might have to come up 
again," he said. 

This past summer, the city ex­
plored the possibility of drilling a 
3,100-foot well into the Jordan 
Aquifer to supplement the water 
from West Lake. At the time, the 
lake was six feet below the spill­
way and the Lakeside Casino 
riverboat could not cruise. But 
concems were raised about the 
cost af the well and water quali­
ty. The original price tag for the 
well was $750,000. Bill Grace, 
president of Southern Iowa 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 

Conservation efforts continue 
CONTINUED FROM FRONT 

Gaming, offered to pay one-third 
of that cost. The city, Clarke 
County, and the water board were 
to split the remainder of the cost. 

But the Clarke County Board 
of Supervisors balked at the plan, 
and when the price estimate dou­
bled, the idea withered. But 
Robison indicated that the time is 
nearing for action. 

"Something's going to have to 
be done if the man upstairs does­
n' t see fit to give us any mois­
ture," he said. 

Conservation efforts 
A month ago, Robison asked 

the public to begin voluntary 
water conservation measures. At 
the time, the lake was six feet, 
four inches below the spillway, its 

lowest level since the dam was 
raised in 1983. 

"I want to emphasize the fact 
that voluntary water conservation 
needs to be continued," Robison 
said. 

The voluntary water conserva­
tion plan was devloped by the -
Osceola Water Works Board of 
Trustees. The board asked res1dents 
and businesses throughout the 
county to " make every effort" to 
reduce water usage. They suggest-
ed that people shorten the1r show­
ers, fix dripping faucets, run dish­
washers and washing machanes 
with only full loads, and ponding 
water rather than using a stream to 
clean dishes or vegetables 

The board said mandatory 
water restrictions would have tr 
be implemented if the wat 
shortage worsem:..:d. ~ 
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Adrian Fuller ends 45 years 
~~~-·~~~-~-.~~~~~~-~ -~_s_~-~~~J-~~~ assoil,~aterco~~issioner 

STATE WINNER 

Adrian Fuller was honored last 
week for the complet1on of 45 year; 
as Clarke County Soil and Water 
District Commissioner His tenure 1s 

Adam Helgeson of Osceola, cen­
ter, displays o ne of the certificates 
he won as a first-p lace winner in 
the 2000 Soil Conservation Poster 
Contest at the regional and state 
levels. Assistant Soil Conserva­
tion District Commissioner Anita 
Foland and Soil Conservation 
District Commissioner Adrian 
Fuller were on hand to present 
He lgeson with a $50 award for 
winning the state contest. He also 
received a $35 award for winning 
the Division 2 level (grades 2-3) 
for Region 8 and a $50 savings 
bond from the Clarke County 
SWCD for wmning the county 
compet1t1on. H1s poster has been 
,ent on to nauonal competition. 
State winners were chosen from 
wmners m mne reg10nal contests. 
The top1c for this year s contest 
was Community Waters. Entries 
were judged on conservation mes­
sa~e, visual effectiveness, and 
um versal appeal 

• one of the longest in Iowa h1story 
~ "It's been great. I' vc enJOyed 

~~~ .. ~~~·"•'"~~'h'~,~~~!,,.~a,~~. ~.~J~s< 
new home of a female trumpeter charge of the program, Ron from Wilham Grace, owner of 
swan Andrews, was notified. He report Lakes1de Casino Resort, the con-

The swan replaces another fe- ed that it had been a particularly servation board purchased the 
mak that died this winter. Clarke bad winter for swans, with a num- swan 
County Conservation Board staff ber of deaths, some from clubbings Clarke County Conservation 
discovered the dead swan Jan. 10 and shootings. He said it was un- Board D1rector Anita Foland went 
It was taken to the Veterinary hkely the DNR would be able tore- to Ottumwa March 15 to get the 
Diagnostic Laboratory in Ames to place East Lake's pen (female pen She reported that the new 
determme the cause of death, r.wan) in time for reproduction this swan appears to be getting along 
which tcsung tndicatcd was acute year. well with the male swan. 
renal failure But early m March, Andrews Trumpeter swans mate for life, but 

Since the conservauon board 1s notified the conservation board that will se)C{:t a new mate if theirs d1es. 
a participant in the Iowa Depart- an Ottumwa man was willing to It is ho(>l!d that the swans will bond 
ment of Natural Resource s sell a pen that had lost liS mate dur- as a pair and that cygnets will ar-
Trumpctcr Swan Re~toratton mg the winter rivc at the lake this summer. 

working with the office staff and 
farmers," he said. He cons1dered re­
tiring several ttmes. 'This time. it's 
the real thing," said Fuller who is 81 

Fuller was first elected a com­
missioner while he was farmmg 
southwest of Lacelle. He and his 
wife, Irene, farmed there for 34 years 
before moving to Osceola in 1979. 
They recently sold the farm. 

He played an active role in soil 
and water conservation during the 
nearly half century he served as com­
missioner. Many changes in conser­
vation methods have been made and 
the concept of farming has changed 
drastically during the 45 years, he 
said. 

Fullertook part in ncrtiU fanrung 
when it was first introduced tn Clarke 
County and continues to promote the 
practice. He received the outstanding 
Soil and Water Distnct Comm1ssion 
award in 1966. 

--
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When he was first elected to the 
volunteer pos1t1on there were three 
commissioners m Clarke County, 
each serving six year terms. Now five 
commissioners serve four-year terms. 

Adrian Fuller was recently honored for his 45 years as Clarke 
County Soil and Water District Commissioner. 

The office was located in the 
basement of the Osceola Post Office. 
For many years the office was JUSt 
north of the Dairy Quern It is now 

located m the new federal building eral state plowm~ matches and is 
JUSt south of M~onalds. · proud of gening children from O arke 

Fuller alt.!nded five national County involved m poster contests 
conventions and rrussed only a few promoting soil and water conserva­
state convention'l. He has judged sev- lion. 

Wildlife Habitat 5;6~1 
Incentives Program 
signup in progress 

The Osceola Natural Re­
sources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) office is takmg applica­
ttons for financ1al assistance under 
the Wildlife Habitat Incentives 
Program (WHIP) until Apnl 8. 

W HIP is a federally funded 
program that can prov1de up to 75 
percent of the. cost of establishing 
certam Wlldltfe benefiting prac­
uces . 

. Estabhshmg npanan buffers, 
nat1ve grass seeding and other 
types of W1ldl1fe habitat establish­
!nents are ehgible for WHIP fund­
mg 

Landowners can contact the 
local NRCS office at 641-342-
2917 to find out more details on 
the program. 



SIRC&D annual meeting next week at Knotty Pi~ 
Have you ever wondered 1f an 

outdoor recrea11on busmcss could 
be profitable for you7 Can grapes 
be gro\\ n profitably tn Southern 
IO\o.a? Will a new water source be 
butlt tn South Central Iowa7 

These questtons and more w1ll 
be answered Thursday. Apnl 5. at 
the annual meeung of the 
Southern Iowa Resource Conser­
vallon and Development Area, 
Inc at the Knotty P1ne Fam1ly 

Steak House, two mtles west of 
Afton 

An Afton entrepreneur- wtth 
the help of county conservation 
boards from Adams and Union 
coun11es- w1ll prov1de her in­
sight mto outdoor recrea11on for 
profit tn a JOint presentation called 
Cabtn Fever 

The potential for grape pro 
ducuon tn the reg10n w1ll be ad­
dressed by v1ticultunsts Dr B1ll 

and Cybll Brown of Timberhill 
Vineyard in Decatur County. 

D1ck l.:.lhot and Lee Faris of the 
Gooseberry Lake Agency of 
Rmggold County will speak on 
the potential development of a 
new area '' ater source that rna}' be 
located northeast of Mount Ayr 

Soc1al hour w11l begm at 5 30 
p m and the dinner at 6·30 p m 
For more details. please turn to 
the ad on page 11 . 

Water board, SIRWA try to resolve differences 
')l,h z-/~ , 

BY DENNIS JACOBS pay the water board $1.55 per thou- Wright sa1d he would like to see project. 
Mmwgmg Editor sand gallons for that water. SIRWA an agreement that establishes a "If they don't pay up front, then 

Officials of the Osceola Water uses water from Osceola to supply min1mum amount of water that they' re going to pay by the gal 
Worl-..s Board of Trustees and the the needs of most of its rural cus SIRWA would buy from Osceola. I on," he said. 
Southern Iowa Rural Water tomers in Clarke County. That was The current contract only included Osceola has recetved a 
Association (SIRWA) have been less than the $1.90 per thousand gal- a maximum amount. $600,000 Community Develop 
meettng to try to resolve differ- Ions that the water board staned Horton sa1d establishmg a rrun- ment Block Grant for the treatment 
ences between the two organiza- charging SIRWA last summer, but 1mum amount would keep SIRWA plant project and also hopes to get 
tions. more than the $1.25 per thousand from "gomg off on wild tangents." an Emergency Water Assistance 

Water board members Bob the board was getting prior to that. "I thtnl-.. that's a long row to Grant (EWAG) Ostroski sa1d 1f 
Honon and Bruce Harris, along In return, SIRWA agreed to drop a hoe,'' Ostroski said that grant .comes through and 
with the board's engineer, Mark lawsuit against the board over the Ctty Cieri-.. Dan Cltne suggested SIRWA ~antc1pates m the prOJeCt 
Duben. recenlly met with members rate dispute. that SIRWA would not invest the "we're nght back where we were 
of the SIRWA Board of Dtreetors. SIRWA also had threatened to mon~y in the treatment plant if it a year a.g~ when we were lool-..ing 

·we had a pretty decent meeting pull $500,000 in grant money from d1dn t mtend to conunue purchas- for a mtll!?n dollars from federal 
with them," Honon told the water the proposed expansion of the mg water from the City [sources) 
board last Thursday. "I really think Osceola water treatment plant "The mm1mum about becomes Osceola offic1als hope SIRWA 
there will be a better worktng re- Duben said he had a "good feeling' a moot 1ssue," agreed Ostroski. also will help pay for the cost of a 
lationsh1p with them than what SIRWA would stay on board and Added Duben "There's more water main 'loop' around the 
we've had" contribute to the proJect. Duben momentum to stay w1th Osceola " nonheast pan of the c1ty that 

Honon said SlRWA Board and Tim Ostroski of the South Duben sa1d he expected SIRWA would increase water pressure tn 
Chairman Henry Heaton didn't see Iowa Council of Governments would actually contnbute the east pan of Osceola and east-
any reason for that organization to (SICOG) said it was the right thing $650,000 to the treatment plant em Clarke County. 
construct a new tower and water for SIRWA to do since it was buy-
lines in Clarke County. That was ing capacity in the plant. 
one of the proposals made during a City Administrator Brad Wright 
conflict between SIRWA and the remained skeptical. 
water board over the rate SIRWA "I've yet to see them do much 
pays to Osceola for water from West just out of the goodness of their 
Lake. Last month, SIRWA agreed to hearts," he said. 

Clarke and Murray stuCf'Kt1ts 
win SWCD poster contests 

The Clarke County Sot! and 
Water Conservation District again 
this year sponsored a poster con­
test for students in Clarke and 
Murray schools. The theme of th1s 
year 's contest was "Commumty 
Waters." 

Sav1ngs Bond 
There w11l be another poster 

contest next year 
Winners of th1s year's contest 

were 
Clarke 
D1v1S1on 2 - 1 Randy Scadden, 

2 Jason Ehrhardt, 3 Amantha May. 

FFA. Football. Student Council 

Joe 
Miller 

Osceola 

Joe Is the son of Ralph and Diane Miller He Is undecided ;~hout 
future plans 

mac-lander 
925 Furnas Drive, Osceola • 641-342-6036 
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Alyx Oshel 
Osceola 

Activities/Honors: FFA Chapter 
President & Secretary. NHS Vice­
Presiden t, High School Student Council 
Secretary. Heartland Celebrity, Pht:.'lsant 
Hunt Grant Committee. Band. Peer 
Mentor. 4-H Club President Showing 
Sheep & Horses. DARE Role Model. 

Alyx currently helps with boarding and 
training of horses. She Is the daughter of 
Rick and Beth Oshel. After graduating. 

There were 73 partiCipants 
from Clarke and 57 from Murray. 
First-place winners rece1ved $20; 
second-place wmners earned $15, 
and third-place winners netted 
$10. Posters by Rachel Hutcheson 
and Adrienne Burgus also were 
forwarded to the reg10nal contest. 
They each received a $50 U.S. 

D1v1s1on 3 - 1 Denver Overton, 
2 Ba1he H1ldreth, 3 Alysha Goodnch . 

Murray she plans to attend Iowa State University. 

) 0 0 t 

DIVIsion 2- 1 Rachel Hutcheson, 
2. Mellisa Kerr-Davis, 3 BreAnna 
Hampton 

Division 3 - 1. Adrienne Burgus, 
2. Emily Flaherty, 3 Michael Rinner. 

American State Bank 
I 000 Jeffreys Onve, 0><"eola • 641-342-2 1 75 - 101 N. Main, Osceola • 641 342· 2 191 

'$) 801 e. M.Jin, Lamono • 641·342·3120- www.americanstatebank.com ~ 
nom runt 
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FMDQ&A 

. I Whltle toot-and-mouth disease; s . en 
Foot-and-mouth <ftsease (FMD) is ll ten n I a 
severe. highly infectious viral diS· e S q U I C 
ease of cloven·hooved animals. 
Fever is followed by the develop­
ment of vncles or bliSters - chiefly 
In the mouth or on the feet The av­
erage lncubalioo period ol the viru:~ 
is 3-8 days but h can be shorter or 
may extend to 14 days or longer. 
Although not usually fatal, rt caus­
es suffering and vastly reduces an­
imals' commarcial value by reduc­
Ing their wetght and milk output. 

How Ia It spread? 
FMD can spread by direct or lndl· 
reel contact with tnfected animals. 
Infected animals begin by excrellng 
the virus a few days before signs of 
the disease develop. Airborne 
spread of the disease takes place 
readlly. The disease is also spread 
mechanically by the movement of 
animals, people, vehicles, and other 
things. which have been contami· 
naled by the virus. Meat from the 
carcasses of animals infected with 
FMD at the time of slaughter can 
transmit the VIrus. 

Which animal a are susceptible? 
Cattle, sheep, pigs and goats are 
susceptible and some wild animal 
such as ra1s and deer and zoo an­
Imals, Including elephants 

What are the effec:ta of FMD? 
AD affected animals lose condltJon 
and secondary bacterial infections 
may prolong convalescence. The 
moat serious eff&cts of the dJsease 
however are seen in dairy cattle 
Loss of milk yield, abortion, sterility. 
chronic masltlis, and chronic lame­
ness are commonplace. 

can FMD be cured? 
Thera Is no cure. It usually runs Its 
course In 2 or 3 weeks after which 
the great majoltly ol animals recover 
naturally. The justilloalion of the 
slaughter policy Is that widespread 
disease throughout the country 
would be economically dtsastrous 
due to the effects already noted 
aPovo 

How Ia the vfrua destroyed? 
h can be destroyed by heal. low hu· 
mid1ty, or certain dtslnfectanls, but 
11 may remain active for a varying 
lime in a suitable medium such as 
the frozen or chtlled carcass of an 
Infected antmal and on contaminat· 
ed obj&cts. 

lean people contract FMD? 
Yes. but It Is very rare. It Is a mild 
short livetJ, sell-limiting disease 
There Is, however, a human condi-
tion called Hand, Foot and Mouth 
dlaease, which Is unrelated. It will 
not affect animals. 

Sources: USDA snd UK Ministry 
of Agriculture. Rsh, and Fisheries 

celebration nears 
. • d the barber shop quartet 4 The Fun 

The calendar s3:ys 1t s May. and Of It will transport celebrants to 
that means the big O_sceola a!l he earl 1900s as Mayor Fred 
Clarke County sesqUJcentenmal kobiso: ets a public s~ave. 
celebration IS only a httle over a PI nty of food and dnnks will be 
month away. . . av~ilable at various ~enues 

The commJtt~e planmngkthe throughout the day. includmg the 
celebration contmues to wor o~ er arden. . 
finalizing events for the celebra be Sa~urday's events wtll be 
tion. slated for June 29-July 1. . ped off by a night street dance. 

A huge birthday ~f,'t~ritloff ':fth music provided by Southern 
and cake to match _wl IC o Draw 
rhr fP~ri..v.itir~'\ on Fnday. June 29. of! •~ tlliKtng about a loss of 

There have been more than thousands of jobs," he says. "The 
l,500 confirmed cases of FMD in grain industry would be devestat­
the United Kingdom in recent ed. There would be no livestock to 
weeks, leading to the slaughter of consume our grain. Grain produc-
more than 2.3 million animals tion would come to a standstiU " 
Several other European countnes Arnold notes that 1929 was the 
have reported cases of the disease. last time there was an outbreak of 
though 1t appears efforts to halt the FMD 10 this country. The disease 
spread of the disease are working. was confined to the Southwest. 

Wood says stopping the spread Texas was parttcularly hard hit. 
of the disease can be tricky because The U.S. Cavalry assisted in de­
It is highly contagious. stroying all cattle 10 the infected 

"It's contagious enough that any areas. 
human that has been in direct con- To avoid the devestatlng eco­
tact with the diseased animal can nomJc conse<~,uences of an FMD 
carry a viable virus and spread it ep1derruc in this nation, the United 
from the breath for 24 hours," he States Department of Agriculture 
explains. "It's carried also by birds, has established measures designed 
rodents, and all manner of wildlife. to safeguard agamst the entry of the 

That is one of the big problems disease into this country. 
if an outbreak occurs- restrictmg " I think we have an excellent 
it." federal policing program to try to 

"You can do a lot of traveling in keep it out at the ports of entry and 
a 24-hour period," Smith observes. stopping the importation of meat 

"My main concern is people that products," says Wood. 
are traveling .... Be careful when The USDA has restricted the im-
you're coming back." portation of animals that could 

Smith says people who have carry the dtsease from Europe. 
traveled to a country with cases of Inspectors and dog teams have 
FMD shouldn't come in contact been placed at airports to check in­
with animals here for at least five com1ng international flights . 
days. Smug~ling interdtction and trade 

Wood says North America and comphance officers arc in:ensify­
Australia are the only two contt· mg inspections of butcher shops. 
nents without active cases ofFMD. ~ourmet shops. and markets.look­

"Foot-and-mouth d1sease goes mg for prohibited products. 
on in Tlurd World countries all the The USDA also has stepped up 
time," he notes. public relations efforts. trying to 

Adds Smith: "There's countnes make the public- especially trav­
that have had foot-and-mouth d1s- elers- more aware of the d1sease. 
ease for decades. and they just live Most of us obviously would not 
with it." want to bring the disease into this 

country. Hut Wood is atratd some 
people might purposely try 10 bring 
FMD here 

~o threat to humans 
1. Both vets stress that people 
shouldn't worry about contracting 
the disease. 

Says Wood: ''The disease is no 
threat to humans - period." 

People can get the disease -
though it is extremely rare, and not 
a serious health risk. 

"Basically this is an animal virus 

"The thing that really makes me 
worried is PETA [PeoJ?le for the 
Ethical Treatment of Animals]," he 
says. "That really scares rou." 

"I openly hope that 1t comes 
here," PETA president ' Ingrid 
Newkirk was quoted as saying last 
month by Reuters. 

Roads have 
First one was made i 

Ed. note - Tlus JS the fifth m a 
senes of articles abom the 1ustory 
of Osceola and Clarke County. 
written by Marie While, that wJll 
lead lip to the big sesqwcentenm­
al celebration at the end of June. 

While the arrival of the railr?ad 
in 1868 was probably the_most lm· 

ortant event in the history of 
bsceola, the count_y road system 
also played a very tmportant part 
The first road was the one m~d~ by 
th Mormon wagons and thetr hve­
ct!ck heoitpiliu>_in..J.M/l.,TJYbf9ad 

Wood says the state wants to 
bury those animals instead of burn­
ing them, which he believes is a 
good idea. 

In the United Kingdom. the gov­
ernment's Environment Agency 
(EA) has favored disposal at ren­
dering plants or incineration facil­
ities over burial and open bummg. 
Open burning of carcasses, while 
cheap. releases large amounts of 
dioxms. And the EA says burial 
poses risks to groundwater. 

Effect on animals 
Ironically, the disease IS not usu­

ally fatal in animals. 
"Adult animals normally don't 

die from it," Smith notes. 
Destruction of an1mals is justi­

fied because the disease spreads 
qmckly, producing econon ic dis­
aster for farmers. 

"In cattle, the disease invades 
the mouth and inter digital spaces 
in between the toes," explains 
Wood. 

The feet become sore, making it 
difficult or impossible for the ani­
mal to walk to get food. Even if the 
animal can walk, its mouth is like­
ly to be so sore that it refuses to eat. 

"They actually starve to death," 
Wood says. 

Calves also wind up starving be­
cause the disease reduces or elim­
inates milk production by cows 

The sores on the mouth and feet 
are blisters called vesicles. A stgn 
of the disease is slobbering caused 
by the vesicles in and around the 
mouth. 

There is no treatment for foot­
and-mouth d1sease 

"There is a vatcine for it." 

Sewage leaks~~~~ 

into West Lake 
Officials say it's no cause for concern 

BY DENNIS JACOBS 
Mana,,ing Editor 

Osceola City Administrator 
Brad Wright said Thursday morn­
mg that a sewage leak into West 
Lake does not threaten to impair 
the city's water supply. 

'I don't think there's any con­
cern as far as water quality," 
Wright said. 

Wright characterized the leak as 
mmor and said the natural dilution 
factor of the lake, combined with 

fhe malfunction occurred east 
of the lift station where sewage is 
transferred from the casino lift sta­
tion to the city's sewage collection 
system. Stark said th\! leak was in 
a discharge line from the lift station 
and had nothing to do with 
Lakeside Casmo Resort, as report­
ed by some media outlets. 

City staff reported that some 
wastewater did reach the water 
from the malfunctioning valve, 
about two blocks from the lake, 

just on the west l the city's filter­
ing system, 
would ensure 
that the water 
was safe to use. 
He noted that 
the city had just 
installed a new 
carbon filter at 
the water treat-

"I don't think there's side of 
Interstate 35. 

any concern as far 
as water quality." 

"There's no 
doubt it made 
it," Stark said. 

Wright said a 
local contractor 
discovered the 

- Brad Wright 

ment plant, which should be oper­
atmg at maximum efficiency. Also, 
the city's water department is mon-

1 

itoring the situation closely. 
'The water plant is doing some 

additional testing." Wright said. 
The Iowa Department of 

Natural Resources says the mal­
funcuon of an air release valve 
Tuesday night of last week in the 
Osceola sewer system caused the 
untreated sewage to flow into West 
Lake. The DNR says it is not 
known how much sewage leaked 
into the lake 

"Weve got no idea when it start­
ed " said City Waste Water 
Supenntendent Ron Stark. "It's just 
a moderate leak." 

.Stark satd the valve is des1gned 
to let a1r escape from the sewage 
line. Instead, the valve fell apart, 
allowing sewage to leave the line. 

leak while 
doing some work in the area. The 
leaking valve was shut off and a 
dike has been constructed to pre­
vent any additional sewage from 
leaking into the lake. The drainage 
area has been treated with lime to 
reduce any bactena contamination 
that may have occurred 

Stark said a replacement va.lve 
has been ordered and was sched­
uled to be installed Wednesday of 
this week. 

The city also is increasing chlo­
rination of the ~ng water ~g 
treated from the lake and witrbe 
collecting special bacterial samples 
from the water system to ensure 
public safety. 

The steps the city has taken to 
control the situation apparently 
have met with DNR approval. 

"The DNR's actually been pret­
ty complimentary,'' said Wright. 

Smith says. However, "the only • 
time it's used is in an outbreak." 

That's because, like the small­
pox vaccine, it actually introduces 
the disease into an animal. 

The USDA has a North 
American FMD Vaccine Bank, lo­
cated on Plum Island, off the coast 
of Long Island, N.Y. The USDA 
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Do we need to worry about foot-and-mOuth disease 
BY DENNIS JACOBS 
Managing Ediror 

Is the outbreak of foot-and­
month disease (FMD) in Europe 
any reason for concern here in the 
middle of North Amenca? 

Local veterinarians say we need 
to remain alert to the potential the 
disease could get here, but we need 
not fear it. 

"We do have the steps in place 
to try to keep it out and to stop it if 
11 gets in," says Dr. Fred Wood of 
the Clarke Veterinary Clinic 10 
Osceola .. 

"Yes, it's a concern," agrees Dr. 
Steven Smith of the Osceola 
Vetennary Clinic. ''We need to take 
precautions." 

There have been more than 
l.SOO confirmed cases of FMD in 
the United Kingdom in recent 
weeks, leading to the slaughter of 
more than 2.3 million animals 
Several other European countnes 
have re{>orted cases of the disease, 
though 11 appears efforts to halt the 
spread of the disease are working 

Wood says stopping the spread 
of the disease can be tricky because 
1t is highly contagious. 

"It's contagious enough that any 
human that has been in direct con­
tact with the diseased animal can 
carry a viable virus and spread it 
from the breath for 24 hours," he 
explains. "It's carried also by birds, 
rodents, and all manner of wildlife. 

. That is one of the big problems 
1f an outbreak occurs- restricung 
it." 

"You can do a lot of traveling m 
a 24-hour period," Smith observes. 

"My main concern is people that 
are traveling .... Be careful when 
you're coming back." 

Smith says people who have 
traveled to a country with cases of 
FMD shouldn't come in contact 
with animals here for at least five 
days. 

Wood says North America and 
Australia are the only two conll­
nents without active cases ofFMD 

"Foot-and-mouth disease goes 
on in Third World countries all the 
time," he notes. 

Adds Smith: "There's countries 
that have had foot-and-m.:>uth dis­
ease for decades, and they just Jive 
with it." 

to threat to humans 
Both vets stress that people 

houldn't worry about contractmg 
the disease. 

Says Wood: "The disease is no 
threat to humans - period." 

People can get the disease -
thou~h it is extremely rare, and not 
a senous health risk. 

"Basically this is an animal virus 

- it doesn't like human beings.'' 
says Angus Nichol, d1rector of the 
communicable diseases surveil­
lance umt of the Pubhc Health 
Laboratory Service in the United 
Kingdom "If you expose someone 
to mass1ve amounts of the v1rus. 
they may get the disease. but they 
probably won't." 

FMD may not hurt humans 
physically, but Wood says 11 could 
have a huge economiC effect on 
people who produce meat. 

State Representative Richard 
Arnold (R-Russell), says an FMD 
outbreak in Iowa could result in a 
$12 billion economic loss for the 
state. 

"We're talking about a loss of 
thousands of jobs," he says. "The 
grain industry would be devestat­
ed. There would be no livestock to 
consume our grain. Grain produc­
tion would come to a standstill." 

Arnold notes that 1929 was the 
last time there was an outbreak of 
FMD in this country. The disease 
was confined to the Southwest. 
Texas was particularly hard hit. 
The US Cavalry assisted in de­
stroying all cattle m the infected 
areas. 

To avo1d the devestatmg eco­
nomtc conse<~,uences of an FMD 
ep1demic m this nation. the United 
States Department of Agriculture 
has established measures designed 
to safeguard against the entry of the 
disease into this country. 

" I think we have an excellent 
federal policing program to try to 
keep it out at the ports of entry and 
stopping the importation of meat 
products," says Wood. 

The USDA has restricted the im­
portation of animals that could 
carry the disease from Europe. 
Inspectors and dog teams have 
been placed at airports to check in­
coming international flights. 
Smug~ling interdiction and trade 
comphance officers are intensify­
mg mspections of butcher shops. 
gourmet shops, and markets,look­
mg for prohibited products. 

The USDA also has stepped up 
public relations efforts. trying to 
make the public - especially trav­
elers- more aware of the d1sease. 

Most of us obviously would not 
want to bring the disease into th1s 
country. Hut Wood 1s atra1d some 
people might purposely try 10 bring 
FMD here. 

'The thing that really makes me 
worried is PETA [PeoJ?le for the 
Ethical Treatment of Animals]," he 
says. "That really scares you." 

"I openly hope that it comes 
here," PETA president 'Ingrid 
Newkirk was quoted as saying last 
month by Reuters. 

State officials also have reacted 
to the threat of FMD The state IS 
spending $750,000 to train a group 
of veterinarians about the disease 
Veterinarians in each of the state's 
eight veterinary districts will be 
trained to respond to FMD m­
quiries. 

"I really like the fact the state of 
Iowa is going to make the effort to 
be right on top of it if it does come 
out," Wood says. 

Lawmakers also are considenng 
a bill that would give the Iowa 
Department of Agriculture and 
Land Stewardship (IDALS) the au­
thority to quarantine and destroy 
animals exposed to the disease. 

Wood says the state wants to 
bury those animals instead of burn­
ing them, which he believes is a 
good idea. 

In the United Kingdom, the gov· 
ernment's Environment Agency 
(EA) has favored disposal at ren 
dering plants or incinerauon facil­
ities over burial and open burning 
Open burning of carcasses, while 
cheap. releases large amounts of 
dioxms And the EA says burial 
poses risks to groundwater 

Effect on animals 
Ironically, the disease IS not USU· 

ally fatal in animals 
"Adult animals normally don't 

die from it," Smith notes 
Destruction of animals is JUSti­

fied because the disease spreads 
quickly, producing economic dis­
aster for farmers. 

"In cattle, the disease invades 
the mouth and inter di&ital spaces 
in between the toes,' explains 
Wood. 

The feet become sore, making it 
difficult or impossible for the ani­
mal to walk to get food. Even if the 
animal can walk, its mouth is like­
ly to be so sore that it refuses to eat. 

"They actually starve to death," 
Wood says. 

Calves also wind up starVing be­
cause the disease reduces or elim­
inates milk production by cows 

The sores on the mouth and feet 
are blisters called vesicles. A sign 
of the disease is slobbering caused 
by the vesicles in and around the 
mouth. 

There is no treatment for foot­
and-mouth d1sease. 

"There is a vaccine for it," 
Smith says. However, "the only 
time it's used 1s in an outbreak." 

That's because, like the small­
pox vaccine, it actually introduces 
the disease into an animal. 

The USDA has a North 
American FMD Vaccine Bank, lo­
cated on Plum Island, off the coast 
of Long Island, N.Y. The USDA 

says it can obtain hundreds of thou­
sands of doses of the vaccine in a 
few days if an outbreak develops in 
the United States. The USDA says 
vaccmat1on can help contain the 
disease qu1ckly by creating barrier 
zones betwwen infected areas and 
disease-free regions. 

The European Union has a vac­
cine bank which holds 5 million 
doses of FMD vaccine. However, 
the vaccine may take several days 
to work. and may not be complete­
ly effective. This is why officals in 
the UK have been reluctant to em­
ploy it. 

--minor and said the natural dilution 
factor of the lake, combined with 
the city's filter-

If an outbreak occurs in the . ''There ~ave been a lot of ques-
United States, the key to contammg uons about 11, and rightfully so" he 
it will be quick response. In the UK, says. "It cou!d really be damagmg 
the disease may have been present to our cattle mdustty .... We have 
for three weeks before it was de- had lots of questions about that, as 
tected. Suspected cases of FMD well as the Mad Cow Disease." 
should be reported to the USDA FMD should not be confused 
Veterinary Services office at (515) with Mad Cow Disease also 
284-4140 or State Veterinarian John known as Bovine Spon~form 
Schiltz at (515) 281-5305. Encepbe.lopathy (BSE). Although 

"If you see something suspi..J Wood notes that FMD is related to 
cious, don't think 'the doc will scrapieinsbeep,itisasepamtedis­
laugh at me if I call him out,"' ease, which, unlike Mad Co).¥ 
Wood says. Disease, poses no threat to hll!llai\S. 

Smith says he has fielded quite a 
few inquiries about the disease. 

l'Pct~n.~- .., __ _ 

from the malfunctioning vafve, 
about two blocks from the lake, 

just on the west 
Ing system, 
would ensure 
that the water 
was safe to use. 
He noted that 
the city had JUSt 
1nstalled a new 
carbon filter at 
the water treat-

"I don't think there's 
side of 
Interstate 35. 

any concern as far 
as water quality. " 

"There's no 
doubt it made 
it," Stark said. 

Wright said a 
local contractor 
discovered the 

- Brad Wright 

ment plant. which should be oper­
ating at maximum efficiency. Also, 
the city's water depamnent is mon­
itoring the situation closely. 

"The water plant is doing some 
additional testing," Wright said. 

The Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources says the mal­
funcuon of an air release valve 
Tuesday night of last week in the 
Osceola sewer system caused the 
untreated sewage to flow into West 
Lake. The DNR says it is not 
known how much sewage leaked 
into the lake. 

"Weve got no idea when it start­
ed " sa1d City Waste Water 
Supenntendent Ron Stark. "It's just 
a moderate teak.'' 

Stark said the valve is des1gned 
to let air escape from the sewage 
line. Instead, the valve fell apart, 
allowmg sewage to leave the line. 

leak while 
doing some work in the area. The 
leaking valve was shut off and a 
dike has been constructed to pre­
vent any additional sewage from 
leaking into the lake. The drainage 
area has been treated with lime to 
reduce any bactena contamination 
that may have occurred 

Stark said a replacement valve 
has been ordered and was sched­
uled to be installed Wednesday of 
this week. 

The city also is increasing chlo­
rination of the ~ng wate~ ~g 
treated from the fake artd wilfbe 
collecting special bacterial samples 
from the water system to ensure 
public safety. 

The steps the city has taken to 
control the situation apparently 
have met with DNR approval. 

"The DNR's actually been pret­
ty complimentary," said Wright. 



Osceola seeks federal help 
for Coyote Canyon project 

The Osceola \~ater Worl..s Coyote Cany:/tlft 1 
Board of Trustees t~ ~eckmg a 
$1 87 mtllton federal gmnt to help 
begtn the process of building the 
Coyote Canyon Reser\otr. 

The money will be used to com­
plete requtrcd archeological and 
envtronmcntal stud1es of the pro­
Ject area northwest of Osceola, as 
~ell as dcs1gn work and acqutsl 
lion of approximately two-thtrds of 
the land needed for the reservo1r 
. The dec1s1on to mal..e applica­

tion for a grant came after a con­
tingent .r~presenltng the water 
board v1s1ted Wa~hington. D C' 
last month. 

"We felt we had good conver­
sations," City Admumtrator Brad 
Wright satd "There's some people 
workmg for us <Jnyway" 

Water board cha1r Sandy Kale 
sa1d she thought the Osceola rep­
resentatives recetved a good re­
cepuon from the offices of Senator 
Tom Harkm and Congressman 
Leonard Boswell She said the 
federaJ offic1als seemed to be more 
understandmg than in the past 
about the need to take act1on be­
fore a water disaster occurs. Prior 

Phase I Cost Calculation 
Archeological . . ... $243,000 
Envnonmental . . . 100,000 
Final des1gn .. 1,050,000 
land acquisition . . 2.000.QQQ 
TOTAL . . • . .. 3,393,000 
Federal share (55%) 1,866,150 

to sprtng rams, the Situation at 
West Lake. Osceola's current 
source of water, was becoming 
desperate due to drought condi­
tions and increased demand for 
water from growth tn the city and 
Clarke County. 

The grant request represents 55 
percent of the estimated cost for 
Phase I of the proJect The re­
mammg 45 percent must come 
from local sources. Those likely 
will include the water board the 
Clarke Counry Board of Supervi­
sors. the Southern Iowa Rural 
Water Assocmuon. and the c1t1es 
of Osceola. \llurray, and Wood­
bum. An mcrease in water rates to 
help defra}' the cost of the reser­
voir is also likely. 

MurrtW CommunitJJ Schools 

Osceola's water problems 
5J~J/pf 

date to 19th century 
History of water supply system 'far from dull ' 
Ed. note - This is the fifth in a 

senes of artrcles about the hlSiory 
of Osceola and Clarke County, 
written by Mane White, that will 
lead up to the b{g sesqmcemennial 
celebrattOII at the end of June. 

In 1886, an artesian well was 
dn lied in the nonhwest part of the 
counhouse yard to obtam suitable 
drinking water. Although there was 
plenty of water, tt was too expen­
sive to pump and too hard to use. 
Another new well was drilled in 
back of the present location of the 
Chamber of Commerce office, but 
the city had the same problem with 
that well 

The history of the water supply 
system is far from dull. About 
1912-1913, another well was 
drilled near the location of the first 
one After months of patiently 
waJtmg. the people of Osceola 
were rewarded with what seemed 
to be an abundant supply of water, 
desptte tts bad taste and odor. This 
well was connected to the dry's big 
water mam. No more carrying 
flush water for Willie. It was said 
the water contained corrosive ma­
tenals that ate out brass fittings in 
plumbing, so the well was aban­
doned and East Lake reservoir was 
enlarged A new son of sand filter 
was constructed, but it worked only 
for a short time. 

For decades, the top of the cas­
ing of the abandoned well stuck out 
of the ground for several feet, a re­
minder of the initial effort in the 
decades of the search for water for 
Osceola Efforts were discussed to 
attempt to salvage some use of the 
hole. Legend has it the final reme­
dy decided upon was to explode ni­
troglycerin m the bottom of the 
well in hopes of increasing the flow 
of water Supposedly, a bottle of 
the explos1ve was obtained and 
dropped into the casing. As the bot­
tle ptcked up speed down a few 
hundred feet. the bumping on the 
stde of the steel caused it to ex­
plode. effectively blocking the hole 
and ending any attempts to get 
\\ater from that source again. 

A new lake west of Osceola was 
constructed in 1933 and water 
tumvd into the mains in 1934. In 
the spring of that year, the dam 
washed out completely, making it 
necessary to lease ptpe and lay 
temporary lines to Q Pond and 
pump the water all the way back 
to the then new fi lter system at 
West Lake. The droughts of 1934 
caused East Lake to go dry. Great 

Lakes Pipehne pumped water 
through the lines from Kansas Ciry 
and filled the reservoir. Gasoline 
seeped through the valves along 
the way, making the water oily and 
smelly, but it was wet and saved 
the city from senous water prob­
lems. 

Utility services 
In 1894, the city power system 

was put into operation with a two­
wire system that operated until pur­
chased by Iowa Southern Utilities 
in 1922. City street lamps were 
lighted in 1894 and electnc lights 
were put in the courthouse in 1896. 
Little is known of the men active in 
the organization of the fiTSt electric 
company, as they were Democrats 
and their histories were relegated 
to obscurity by the Republican 
newspaper. 

In 1939, the Rural Electrifica­
tionAdrruntstratton (REA) was es­
tablished by a group of interested 
farmers. With the construction of 
service lines, active operation of 
the cooperative got under way m 
1940. 

Telephone business in the coun­
ty dates back to the years before the 
rum of the century. Demand for the 
new device grew all over the coun­
try. It wasn't long before Osceola 
had a few telephones, and eventual­
ly a line was built through Osceola. 

A telephone company was orga­
nized and an old brick residence on 
Cass Street between Main and 
Fillmore streets became the central 
office. In the 1930s, a telephone of­
fice was located on the first floor 
of a building on the south side of 
the square that handled local calls 
and another company was on the 
second floor that handled long dis­
tance calls. The location of the 
building is the office of accountant 
Catherine A. Blatr and South Cent­
raJ Iowa Community Foundatton 

The towns of Hopeville. Jay. 
Jamison, Smyrna, Lacelle, and 
Leslie ~d their own phone com­
panies. Hope ville had tts own tele­
phone company until the 1960s. 
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Judy Weinkoetz joins Osceola office 
Judy Weinkoetz of Afton is the new state secretary at the Natural 

Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) office an Osceola. 
Weinkoetz replaced Marily Beeler who had been secretary for the past 

few months 
Weinkoetz and her husband have owned and operated a Union County 

farm for the past 37 years. Weinkoetz has extensive experience in the job 
market with many years assocated with compan1es anvolved in agricul­
ture She and her husband have a cow/calf operation with hay, pasture 
and row crops. 

The Weinkoeus have three sons and three grandchildren. 
The NRCS will hold their monthly Soil Commissioner meetmg on 

Wednesday, Nov. 14, at 11:30 a.m. at the NRCS office located in the fed­
eral buildin~ at 709 Furnas Drive, (south ofMcDonalds), in Osceola. 

The pubhc is invited to attend. 

Thursda August 7, 
2003 

Jiltfle ark 
Hosted by Clarke County Farm Bureau 

• Cattlemen Cooking 
• Sweet Corn by 

Harvest Barn 
• Natural Resource 

Conservation Service 
Display 

• Vehicles by Anchor 
Motors 

~--~- -
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Low interest 

I loans available 
for water 
quality projects 

The Local Water 
Protectwn Program - a 
product of the Clean 
Water State RevolVing 
Funds - is offenng three 
percent loan~ for water 
quality projects. 

Lenders mvolved in 
the program have prom­
ISed to provide loans 
With no more than ... _ 
perc . uuee 

ent Interest for up to 
ten year~ 

Clarke Soil and 
Water c . 
0

. . onservat10n 
ISt~IC{ IS acceptmg 

applicatiOns year round. 
For more details con­

tact Tony Toigo at 
tony.tolgo@ idals ia us 

J or by phone at 5!5~2Sl 
16148. -

Can't Find It In 
Our C/assifieds? 

www.adquest.co.m 

- -
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Drought: Federal 
budget doesn't 
include area lake 

Persistence played a significant 
role in Osceola receiving permis­
SIOn to be home of a gambling op­
eration by the Iowa Racing and 
Gaming Commission. Osceola 
Mayor Fred Diehl remembers that 
community leaders did not give up 
on their pursuit to house a gam­
bling boat on West Lake, and that 
same persistence is necessary for 
another lake project. 

Diehl, Osceola Water Board 
Cha•r Sandr Kale and Southern 
Iowa Rura Water Association 
Executive D1rector Dan Mcintosh 
were among a southern Iowa dele­
gation that recently visited 
Washington. D.C The purpose of 
the trip was to gamer support for 
the proposed lake, which will be 
built northwest of Osceola. 

The group met with Iowa's con­
gressional delegation. In meetin~s. 
financing the project was dis­
cussed. 

"We didn't get earmarked for 
federal funding last year," Diehl 
said. "It also is not included in thls 
year's budget. We are fighting to 
gc. m the budget." 

Federal lawmakers such as Sen. 
Tom Harkin, D-Cumrning, Con-

QUOTABLE 

"It is not included 
in this year's budget. 
We are fighting to 

get it in the budget." 

Fred Diehl 
Osceola mayor 

gressman Leonard BosweU, D4th. 
and Steve King. R-5th, favor 
SIRWA's water grid proposal. The 
proposed Clarke County lake fig­
ures into SIRWA's future plans. 
But, Diehl said the bottom line 
comes down to available fundmg. 

'They all think it is a great 
idea." Diehl said. "It is strictly a 
dollars and cents issue." 

The Clarke County Develop­
ment Corporation, c1ty of Osceola 

LAKE e»ntinued on psge 12 

Local g~oup discusses 
lake with lawmakers 
LAKE continued from page f 
and Osceola Water Board recently 
recetved nearly $3.2 million from 
Southern Iowa Gaming and the Bill 
Grace family for the recent sa.le of 
Lake~ide Casmo to Las Vegas­
based Herbst Gaming, Inc. 
Preliminary discussions amon~ the 
three local entities determmed 
some, tf not all, of the money 
would go toward the proposed lake 
proJect Those talks, however, have 
not continued smce the Feb. I 
transfer of ownershtp of Lakeside. 
City Councilman Glenn Schaff 
asked the topic be put on the April 
S city council agenda. 

Schaff did not indicate while 
making the request what he intends 
to discuss at the April council 
meeting. Diehl also is not aware of 
the councilman's intentions. 

Diehl predicts the project will be 
completed in the corning years. If 
federal funding is not available, 
seeking bonds for financial support 
could be another approach for the 
group. However, the $20 million 
debt would far exceed the city's 
bonding capacity - leavin~ the 
county as the only viable enhty to 
seek that funding mechanism. 
However. the Osceola mayor, who 
also sits on the proposed lake com­
mission, the county and water 
board aren't prepared to throw in 
the towel. 

"It is a matter of keeping the 
pressure on," Diehl said. "We have 
to stay on course just like we did­
n't go away on the (gambling) boat. 
We are hitting the right buttons, it's 
just the timing is not right." 

f-?·ti''l fuvoL4>•- · -

Pasture walk ana-steak I 

supper scheduled 
A steak sandwich supper followed by a pasture walk will be 

held Sept. II. The supper by the Clarke County Cattlemen ~II 
begin at 5:30p.m. followed by the pasture walk at 6 p.m. Top1cs 
to be covered at the pasture walk include Rotational Grazing 
with a Paddock System, Conservation Practices, Cost Share 
Programs and Improve Pasture Management and Livestock 
Production. 

This program is sponsored by Clarke SWCD, NRCS, Clarke 
County Cattlemen and Iowa State University Extension. 

To get to the Pasture Walk, from Osceola, go east on Hwy. 34 
six miles to 300th Ave., tum south, drive two miles to Garst 
Street. Go east on Garst Street one-half mile to white barn on the 
south side of the road. CaU Natural Resource Conservation 
Service at 641-342-2971 for more information. 

Clarke County fa 
h rnners 

I onored for con . 
be In a fi~t-of-tts-kindeffon servatfon 

recngru7ed for their . , more than 175 Clarke C 
An open house has SOil and water conservation ounty fanners wiU 

Water Conservation '?cc~ organized by the Cl aecomplishrnenL~ 
O!ficc of the Natural ,ptstnct Commissioners anf~ County Soil cmd 
;;'~I be held Dec. 7 fro:~~rccs Conservation Service e~sceoJa Field 

nve. p.m. at the USDA build'. e Open house 
The open house . mg at 709 Fumas 

ProclaF!Jation ofCon;:rv~~ng held in association Wi 

rers~~~d~~:~~e~j~~IOn ~!fo~e; ~:irntida'X~Ck~~ ~;~f:~~ 
you leuer from Sen rccetve an invitation to lhe e ounty. 
Harkm (D-Iowa)· _ator Charl~s Grassley (R-J )pen house; a thank 
~roups and the P~;;~ral envtronmentaJ, con~~at~d Senator Tom 
IOVttcd to the event sponsors. Community leade to~ and sponing 
. Iowa conservation farm h rs ave also been 
ISsued by c ers ave accc 
progress 10 ~~:;;~ m the I 985 and 1996';~ ~-conservation practices 
~~ ~rccnt since 198f.~~~~~n Soil erosio!l on c~p'J!~ ~ult is rocord. 

arm lOg was used ng to lhe Nallonat R as been cut by 
seven lime:; more th on 4.3 mtllion acres of I esourcc Inventory. No 

Many other conse~ 10 1984 . owa row crops in 1994, 
lour fanning Sin ro at ton practtccs such as 
the landsca~.' pc PPIOg and grassed field tJ~sed waterways, con­

~ ers are now visible on 



Pasture Walk 
& 

Steak Sandwich Supper 

September 11 , 2007 
Meal by Clarke County Cattlemen at 5:30 pm 

pasture walk at 6 pm 

Directions : From Osceola go east six miles on Hwy 34 to 300th Ave, 
South two miles to Garst St., 

East half mile to white barn on south side of road 

- -\ 

Topics: 
Rotational Grazing with a Paddock system 

Conservation practices 
Cost Share Programs 

Improve Pasture management & Livestock production 
?'s 

Sponsors: Clarke SWCD, NRCS, Clarke County Cattlemen and Iowa State Extension 
Questions Contact: Natural Resource Conservation Service 

64 1-342-29 17 

USDA is an Equal Opportunity employer 



OSCEOLA SENTINEL-TRIBUNE 

OSCEOLA POLICE REPORT 
Nov. 28: Brad Burgus of Osceola reported a case of 
l.riminal mischief after noticing dents and a broken wm­
dow on his car. Damages were estimated at $500. 

Marlus Dale of Osceola reported someone took her 
car without permission. 

Nov. 30: Stacy Wtlhelm of Woodburn was driving a 
1992 Chevrolet at 6:25 a m. near the intcrsecti,on of 
Highway 34 and Dewey when she fell asleep while driv­
ing. Damages were estimated at $3,000. 

Dec. 2: Tyler Norman, 21, Decatur, was cited with pu~ 
he intoxication, disorderly conduct and criminal mis­
chief. 

Kriston Passmore of Van Wert reported a case of 
criminal mischief after someone threw eggs at her vehi­
cle 

Dec. 3: Marsha Fairbanks of Osceola reported a case of 
burglary after someone stole her wallet out of her velu­
cle. 

The OPD investigated a two-<:ar accident at I :45 p.m. 
m the 1000 block of West Oay. A 1988 Buick driven by 
Susan Groves of Osceola collided with a 1984 
Chevrolet driven by Steven Linderman of Leon. The 
Groves vehicle sustained $800 in damages, while the 
Linderman car received $300 in damages. 

A two car accident occurred at 9:50a.m at the inter­
section of Highways 69 and 34. Russell Nauman was 
eastbound on Highway 34 driving his 1996 Buick when 
his car was struck in the driver's side rear fender by a 
vehicle driven by Violet Halferty of Humeston. Halferty 
was cited for driving under suspension. The Nauman 
velucle received $1,000 in damages. 

Dec. 4: Richard Seaton, 21, Osceola was charged with 
simple domestic assult 

Zebulon Neinas, 18, Garden Grove, was charged 
with possession of alr~hol under the legal age and pub­
lic intoxication. 

Clayton Reed, 19, Garden Grove, was cited with pos­
session of alcohol under the legal age and public intox­
ication. 

The Osceola Travel Plaza reported the theft of $36 
worth of fuel. 

MAGISTRATE/DISTRICT COURT 
Shilow J. Ashby St Charles, domestic abuse assault - second 

offense; court costs. $135; fines, $250. 
Jesus Rosales·Nunez, Osceola, carry1ng weapons, court 

costs, $3,030; l1nes, $500. 
Teresa Sheehan, Leon, burglary - 2nd degree; fiVe years 

prison; court costs, $691.64, fines, $500. 
M1guel R. Esteban, Murray, malicious prosecution; 60 days 

county jail, court costs, $30; fines, $250. 
Rubley H Gaxiala·Gaxiala, Osceola, false application for 

hcense or 10 card, 47 days county jail; court costs, $30; fines, 
$250 

Lee H. Andre, Dubuque, assault: 15 days suspended jail; one 
year probat1on; court costs, $325. 

Sean A Thomas, Gnmes, trespassing: ccurt costs, $30: hnes, 
$50. 

. John Hartman, Osceola, trespassing: t1me sel\ed; court 
costs, $30 

0 .... &~•00'\ wouo............. ,.... ___ ,_ 

FOR THE REG 
COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR 

DECEMBER 
SMTWTFS 

1 2 3 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Dec. 8 • Optimist Club 
breakfast meeting, 6:45 a.m., American State Bank 
community room • Main Street Osceola board meet­
ing, 8 a.m., United Methodist Church • T.O.P.S. Club 
1175, 9 a.m., Clarke County Hospital conference 
room • Osceola Public Library Story Hour, 9:30-
10:30 a.m. • Smile-A-While Club, noon potluck at 
Ron and Shirley Fouche's home • Clarke County 
Public Health immunization Clinic, 2-4 p.m., in 
office. Call641-342-3724 for appointment. 

Dec. 10 • Leon Women's Aglow, 10 a.m., Leon 
Community Center. 

Dec. 11 • Narcotics Anonymous, open meeting, 6 
p.m., Clarke County Hospital Conference Room. 

Dec. 12 • Rotary, noon, Crossroads • Osceola 
Women's Club, 1:30 p.m. • Clarke County 
P1ecemakers Club, 7 p.m., Clarke Electric Coop­
erative meeting room • Clarke County Fair Board, 7 
p.m. • Professional Providers of Southern Iowa, 7 
p.m., 3 I 3 N. Main St., Osceola • Decatur County 
Community Band, 7 p.m., Central Decatur School 
band room, Leon • Clarke Community School 
Board, 7:30 p.m.,Clarke Elementary cafeteria • AA 
open meeting, 8 p.m., Legion Hall, Osceola. 

Dec. 13 • AMVETS, 7 p.m., Osceola Legion 
building • Lions' Club meeting, 7 p.m., American 
State Bank meeting room • AL-ANON open meet­
ing, 7 p.m., Clarke County Hospital. 

Dec. 14 • Clarke County Development Corp., 9 
a.m. • Booklovers Club, 11:30 a.m., Redman's Pizza 
and Steak House • PTCO, 3:15 p.m., Clarke 
Elementary library • Clarke County Soil and Water 
Conservation district commissioners meeting, 5 
p.m., Redmans Pizza and Steak House • Clarke 
Band Boosters, 6 p.m., Clarke High School band 
room • American Legion, 7 p.m. • AA meeting, 8 
p.m., Clarke County Hospital conference room. 

Dec. 15 • T.O.P.S. Club 1175, 9 am., Clarke 
Coumy Hospital conference room • Osceola Public 
Library Story Hour, 9:30-l 0:30 a m. • Southern Iowa 
Garden Club, Christmas party and potluck, 6 p.m. • 
Osceola Eagles No. 3495 Aerie and Auxiliary, 7 p.m. 

Area churches 
celebrate Christmas 
Osceola Assembly of God 
Dec. 14-Chili Supper and Caroling in the Community, 6 

• p.m . 

Calvary Bible Church, •.::· 
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Byron Patrick, George Wolf 
to work with CAP owners 

The Luca' Count) Sot! and 
Water Consenation Dtstru.:t 
announce\ the) have entered mto 
a Contnbuuon Agreement with the 
:--latural Re~ource' Con\ervation 
Servtce and other con,crvation 
partners 10 order to lure two tech­
ructans BJII Evam \atd, "We are 
proud to announce that Byron 
Patrick. Rus\ell, and George Wolf. 
Osceola, have been htrcd to cover 
a four-county area of Clarke, 

Decatur, Lucas, and Wa)ne coun­
ue' They are stationed in our 
LSDA Service Center in Chariton 
and Osceola." These two dts­
trict techntctans wtll be vtslt­
mg wtth landowners who have 
Con\ervauon Reserve Program 
(CRP) Contracts expiring in the 
next few years to discuss poss1ble 
land usc choices. They will, also. 
be vtsumg wtth livestock produc­
ers on gra.11 ng 1ssues. 
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leola Boyce, Page Editor 
2215 N Mam. Osceola. lA 50213 • &41-342-6066 
ema.i clat1ce counl)l~•lbl a<g 

Wildlife program 
deadline is set 

The Wildltfe Habitat lncenlives 
Program (WHIP). which is admm­
istered b} the USDA's Natural 
Resources Conservation Serv1ce 
(NRCS), has set a deadlme for 
applications to be accepted. After 
Feb. 2, no more WHIP appltca­
tions will be accepted to be ranked 
for funding thts year. The WHIP 
program provides approxtmately 
60 percent cost-share to complete 
wildlife management practices 
like native grass and wildflow­
er plantings, srrip diskmg, slrip 

herbicide appltcation, prescribed 
burnmg, brush removal, limber 
)land improvement, tree and shrub 
planttng, and edge feathering 
WHIP does not provide cost-share 
for planting annual grain food 
plots. There Is no cropping history 
requu-cd for WHIP and there is 
no one year ownership requtre­
mcnt. Go m to the Clarke County 
USDA-NRCS office located at 709 
Furnas Dnve, Suite 3 m Osceola 
to sign up or get more mfonnatton 
on the program. 


