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DARREN HEIN, A FOURTH GRADER AT OKOBOJI ELEMENTARY SCHOOL won the Dicklnso 
County Soil and Water Conservation poster contest sponsorod h conjunction ~ith Grinnell Mutua7 
Reinsurance Company Present~ng Hein With his award are Ke1th Van Kleek (left) of Terril the cha~r 
comm1sslonar of the Conservation District and Jim Rohlfsen lrom th DICkinson county Mut~al M-H-R 
Insurance office 1n Milford (photo by Meredith Daggett) ' 

Captain Steve sails home uCJJ ;;>...-.;;l.'7-o:::L_ 

Lakes area mourns the death of a hero 
The Iowa Great Lakes 

area has lost a true friend 
Stephen Kennedy, lifetime 
area re,ident, historian and 
honorary captain has lost 
h1s two-year battle with 

cancer. 
Steve passed away at the 

age of 56 on Saturday, Feb. 
23 in his home on the shore 
of hi beloved lakes with 
familv and friends at his 

photo by David Thoreson 
Stephen Kennedy was a beloved member of the Iowa 
Great Lakes communiiy. He passed away Feb. 23 in 
his home after a two-year battle with cancer. 

side. 
Kennedy served as cura­

tor of the Iowa Great lake 
Maritime Museum since 
1991, when the museum 
was first established. Hi 
love for the lakes and his 
efforts to preserve the his­
tory were contagious for 
those who have been fortu­
nate enough to spend time 
with him. 

Steve especially enjoyed 
working with school chil­
dren, gi vmg them tour< ot 
the museum and instilling 
m them the Importance of 
history. His compilation of 
photos, tape and artifacts 
enhanced his storytelling to 
the thousands of people he 
was in contact with each 
year. 

Known to many as 
"Captain Steve," he helped 
spearhead the effort to 
bring the Queen II excur­
sion boat to West Lake 
Okoboji i'n 1986. created 
the museum 1n 1991 and 
was an essential part of the 
"Save the Park" effort 1n 
1999. 

Services will be held 
Wednesday, Feb. 27 at I :30 
p.m. at the Spirit Lake 
United Methodist Church. 
The family requests that 
memorial gifts be made to 
the Iowa Great Lakes Mar­
itime Museum or Dickin­
son County Hospice. 



The race is still on for computer recycling 
By Mike Jordan 
StaffWnter 

Two years ago, Jeff Kestel of the USDA's Nat­
ural Resources ConservatiOn Serv1ce (NRCS) had 
an idea to stan a recycling operation for comput­
ers. His goal was to keep computers out of area 
landfills by dismantling them, refurbiShing those 
that could be refurbished, and recycling those 
computers that were not refurbishable. 

The new busine,_, Incubated out of the 
Spencer NRCS office. w" tagged RACE or 
Refurbishrng Avallable Computers for Education. 

Tom Ko•ter was hired as proJeCt coordmator 
for RACE and volunteers were sought IO disman­
tle and refurbi h the machmes. 

Not knowing the respon>e RACE would get 
from the counties served by the NRCS office, the 
nedgmg business actively sought donations of 
computers and system pans. 

What has been the results of th~> enterprise's 
efforts has been just short of overwhelming. 

Koster explained, "Ba"cally we've down ized 
a bit since our first year. We are not taking in as 
much computer equipment We are not taking tn 

COMPUTER RECYCLING 

Iy 21, 1918 
aughter of 
·n (Puchert) 

p;~jfi~ c;;;;e, C~hf.~nd M1ssion 
V1ejo. 

Helen is survived by her two 
daughters, Vicky Collins of 

- Funeral On Nov. 6, 1937, she was untt­
yan, 84, of ed in marriage to Wayne Bryan 
:ld at 10:30 in Spencer. They lived in 
Jan. 1 3 at Wallingford and moved to 
Church in Estherville in 1960. 

tor Dwight Ltla was a member of 
Interment Redeemer Lutheran Church and 

East Side V.F.W . Auxiliary both tn 

lie. She died Estherville. lii:IBI:-.;;·:....-..e= 
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Kestel found that non-profit groups, especially 
schools. could use extra computers for their stu ~ 
dents. So with a place to put them, and an endless 
supply of computers available. Kestel apphed for, 
and received, a grant from the Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR), to help fund his proJ­
ect. Other funding help was sought, and received, 
from county supervisors as well. Continued on Page 3 ~wa code spec-

-- _ __ roil as_aninva-
of supervisors to determine local 
contrnl nf rh~ ~~ation and make­

nt facilities. 

find public commentary as a 
weighting factor on the matrix's 
ranking process. COMPUTER RECYCLING 

Continued from Page 1 

everythwg like we d1d '" the 
pa"'t. \Ve have also initiated a 
deposit fee for monttors We 
have been forced to pay a fee to 
the places we recycle them. 
baSically for the dismantling 
work involved. So now we have 
to collect one here as well, to 
offset that cost to us ." 

According to Koster, the 
monuors have to be dismantled 
because of the material they 
contam. Those materials have 
to be diSposed of properly 
because of their potential risk to 
pollute. 

Computer. are I 00 percent 
rocyclable. They are made up of 
pla,tics. metals and cbeffiJcals ... 
everything from gold, copper 
and 1ron, to lead, silver and 
mercury In fact . elec tronic 
computer board~ can contain as 
many as 21 different materials. 

A 15-inch monitor can carry 
as much a.s six to e~ght pounds 
of lead within them, accordwg 
to Ko~ter. The new flat screen 
monitor~ are laden with mercu­
ry as well stuff that Koster 
and Kestel want to see kept 
from landfills 

But is there really a problem 
with computer waste'? Why 
should a person bother to recy­
cle their computer. Are there 
that many computers trashed 
that anyone should be con­
cerned" 

Con~ider this information 
complied by RACE, just for the 
16 or so counties they have 
received computers from since 
>tarting up - RACE has refur­
bished 500 computer systems 
and donated over 430 of them 
to area schools and non·profit 
organizations . They recycled 
600 CPUs , 750 momtors and 
400 printers , keyboard and 
mice ib well. 

Over 3,750 pounds of lead 
has been recycled by RACE 
from monitors; and the business 
has kept some 45 tons of solid 

waste out of area landfills. 
That last tigure, according to 

Ke&~el, represent.:; an estimated 
less than I 0 percent of all the 
computer:> needmg to be recy· 
cled JUSt in those 16 counties. 
This is a potential 450 Ions of 
computers needing to be dealt 
with ... and growing. 

If that figure is not over­
whelmmg enough. consider this 

in a study recently done by 
the "auonal Safety Council it 
was predicted that 10 the next 
four years over 300 million per­
sonal computers will need to be 
recycled. That figure Includes 
150 million obsolete personal 
computers now m ~torage. So 
where will all those computers 
end up? Accordmg to the Envi­
ronmental Protection Agency, 
~0 percent of all discarded com­
puter systems find there way to 
a land fill . 

And that brings us back to 
RACE. "We've been educating 
people on the 1mpact recycling 
has on our landfills and how 
they can recycle their comput­
ers." Koster added. '"There is 

This semi, being 
loaded with pal­
lets of computers 
for recycling 
from RACE, is 
the second semi 
to be loaded with 
the machines for 
transport to a 
recycling center 
in Red Oak this 
year. RACE or 
RefurbiShing 
Available 
Computers for 
Education has 
been in opera­
tion about two 
years. 

OCN photo by 
M1ke Jordan 

still no legi;lation tallung about 
recychng computers . At all 
landfills they ;ull collect any 
computer material.:; .'' 

Schools, who have been the 
largest recipients of refurbished 
computers, are al'o the largest 
contributor~ of computers for 
recycling at RACE. The AEA 
four schools this la.<t year con­
tnbuted about I ,000 computers 
to the cause. 

RACE bas two recyclers they 
deal with for recycling comput­
ers. One IS Midwc!)t Computer 
Recyclers in Cedar Rap1ds. and 
the other is the Recycling Bin 
m Red Oak 

Polans Industries of Spirit 
Lake has gotten on board w1th 
RACE. donating, not only the~r 
old computer ~y\tem~. but elec· 
tromcs waste as well 

"Polaris is a safety mmded 
industry that is also environ· 
mentally con~c1ous." Kestel 
declared. 'They have also con­
tributed in-lund type services 10 
help us in our recychng 
efforts." 

At thi s pomt, RACE b at a 

cross road . Tbey know that 
there are tremendous numbers 
of computers out there need1ng 
to be recycled, but they also are 
now facing the prospects of 
their funding running out. 

"Our grant with the DNR is 
about to run out," Kestel stated, 
"We have put in another grant 
application with the DNR to 
help us set up a route 10 each 
county. In that program, we 
would ))end a truck to a recy­
cling center in each county to 
p1ck up computer equipment for 
recycling. We would take those 
Item directly to the recyclers 
Refurbishing would be done 
only on the good computers, 
\\ hich we would continue to 
donate to the non-profits. With 
a larger volume of mach1nes. 
we would chose between the 
ones to refurbiSh and those for 
recycling." 

Kestel hopes eventually to 
see the computer recycling 
business become a viable enter· 
pnse. For now it remain~ non· 
profit. But the potenllal for 
profitability is obviously there. 

"Work acuvity places could 
afford to do this," Kestel said. 
"They could tear apan the com­
puters, separatwg out the plas­
tic!) and metal ... 

Restrictions on what goes 
mto landfills '" regard to com­
puter systems and uppmg fees 
for computers would help, 
Koster indicated . Those fees 
could help w1th sa lanes and 
truclcing costs incurred m recy­
cling tl1e computers. 

"This is an opportunity to 
address the computer recycling 
problem before 11 becomes a 
large. large problem." Kestel 
concluded. "Right now we have 
a chance to point this issue in 
the right d1rection.'' 

For more informauon on 
RACE and how you might help 
call them at (712) 262-2083. 

100 head stan-to­
ty southwest of 

Also on the agenda was discus­
sion of boating issues m the Iowa 
Great Lakes, including noise 
standards, speed limits and num­
bers of boats and other watercraft 
on area lakes. CW A representa­
tives told the lawmakers that 
noise pollution controls, daytime 
and nighttime speed hmits and !
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crowding ordinances are all 
obsolete. 

In light of c riprling cutbacks in 
the Resource Enhancement and 
Protection (REAP) fund, Stevens 
and Johnson were asked how 
those momes could be renewed 
:md protected REAP funds, orig­
malfy proJected to infuse S 1 0 
million annually into environ­
mental projects statewide, have 
been robbed to help balance 
other areas of the state-starved 
budget. Both legislators agreed 
that there is no legtslallve act that 
can absolutely guarantee the pro­
tection of such funds, but each 
expressed the optimism that con­
servation funds can be generated 
in other creative ways to address 
natural resource issues in the 
state. 



Iowa Great Lakes: 

Sensitive environment concerns aired 
Clean water advocates meet with Represenative Greg Stevens of Milford and Senator David Johnson of Ocheyedan 

conservation groups and protective associations. 
By GREG DREES 

Correspondent 
SPIRIT LAKE - P01sed on the bnnk of the 

newest session of the Iowa Legislature, 
Representative Greg Stevens of Milford and 
Senator David Johnson of Ocheyedan met with 
members of the Iowa Great Lakes Clean Water 

Alliance this week to hear the environmental con­
cerns of the conservation group. 

Stevens, the third-term congressman, and Senate­
elect Johnson, attended the meeting at the Iowa 
Lakeside Lab on West Okoboji at the invitation of 
the Clean Water Alliance (CWA), an umbrella 
organization comprised of a union of lakes area 

Steve Anderson. the coordinator of the CWA. 
presented several cnvironmcnr.al concerns to the 
legislators for their questions and comments. 
Johnson suggested at the outset that the CWA seek 
non·binding resolutions of support from Dickinson 
County municipalities on many of its crusades. 

l 

BEHINDTH 

ickinson 
Minnesota hog producer to se 
tory near Milford. 

Naturally, the prospect o 
stink and pollution produced 
swell of opposition from ncig 
residents, visitors, and, of c< 
folks who give so much of t 
protect and improve the qual 
tant natural resources - our 
and air. 

Deliberately plunking dowf 
tory in the middle of the Lake 
ing neighbors and environmc 
the impression that these m 
don't give a fig for the well­
izens or their county's econo 

1-llP ho 

LEGISLATORS: Concerns are aired 
Cont1nued from Page 1 • 

wa~. Currently, Iowa code spec­
Ifies Eurasian milfoil as an inva­
siVe species, but environmental­
ists have long desired legislative 
laqjuage to include all aquatk 
mtp:.rophJtes, and to make the 
tr~porlation of these species a 
matter of legal enforcement and 
not!£ voluntary effort. 

A popular conservation practice 
growing in the midwest - the use 
of non-phosphorous fertilizers -
was another issue discussed at 
the\ meeting. Johnson and 
Stevens concurred that public 
edu~ation of the benefits of zero­
pht»phate plant additives should 
beoOftle ~ statewide campaign. 
Anderson explained that test 
plots jn the Iowa Great Lakes 
watershed illustrated comparable 
growing rates between non-phos­
phate and phosphate-based sites 

With the issue of large-seal~ 
hog confinements gaining public 
notmiety in the Iowa Great Lakes 
in recent months, the CWA rep­
resentatives queried Stevens and 
Johnson on the standards that 
wiU be applied in the forthcom­
ing matrix syslem that will large 
ly govern such operations. The 
matrtx is a ranking system that 
can be adopted by counly boards 

of supervisors to detenmne local 
control of the location and make­
up of confinement facilities. 

A proposed 4,000 head start-to­
finish hog facility southwest of 
Milford by Dutch Creek Farms of 
Fainnont, Mtnn., has caused a 
cinder box of controversy since 
last summer, and clean water 
advocates have given rise to a 
wave of public outcry that such 
an operation could be granted a 
permit by the DNR m such an 
environmentally sensitive region 

Stevens and Johnson both 
expressed the complexity of the 
legislative process in such are­
nas. citing the desires of both 
politicians and lobbyists to 
se~rch for grounds of compro­
mtse between agricultural and 
conservation interests. Both, 
however, said they are sensitive 
to the unique ecological status of 
lhe Iowa Great Lakes, and vowed 
to make those expressions known 
in agricultural and conservation 
committees. 

Given the intensity of public 
outcry surrounding the Milford 
area confinement site, both legis­
lators said they felt that fine-tun­
ing the matrix system before its 
implementation in March will 

find p_ublic comnlentary as a 
we1ghtmg factor on the matrix's 
ranking process. 

Also on the agenda was discus­
sion of boating issues in the Iowa 
Great Lakes, including noise 
standards. speed limits and num­
bers of boats and other watercraft 
on area lakes. CWA representa­
tives told the lawmakers that 
noise pollution controls, daytime 
and mghttime speed limits and 
crowding ordinances are all 
obsolete. 

In light of crippling cutbacks in 
the Resource Enhancement and 
Protecuon (REAP) fund, Stevens 
and Johnson were asked how 
those monies could be renewed 
and protected. REAP funds, orig­
mally proJected to infuse $ 1 o 
million annually into environ­
mental projects statewide, have 
been robbed to help balance 
other areas of the state-starved 
budget. Both leg1slators agreed 
that there IS no legislative act that 
can absolutely guarantee the pro­
tection of such funds, but each 
expressed the optimism that con­
servation funds can be generated 
in other creal!ve ways to address 
natural resource issues in the 
state. 

~~ ~~~!.~~f!.~{?r~f!!Jf:~etland and prairie along trail 
Methodist Church has complet- ture. g - The wetlands acreage 1" to be marure they w11l add a scenic 
ed agreements with local envi- The Walrath acrea e is locat- . ~~s~ored With wetlands vegeta- vie\\ to the trail 
ronmental groups to create a ed east of Highway 327, south a~re·a:~d '~~~1 upland part o~ that Wetland res~oration projects 
new. ~etland and restored of the Reed's Run tile outlet . "' . . be seeded ~lth a such as thl~ Improve water 
prame JUSt west of Orleans, and ditch. na~v:eprrune gras!'>land max. . qual_1ty of the lake, reduce soil 
along the new extension of the Beth Will, chairman of th I be USFWS ~creage wt_ll er~ston and provtde "habitat for 
Iowa Great Lakes ~rail . Methodist board of trustees~ ~~: seeded With the prame wlldhfe. Partners in this special 

The church recetved ttde to a reports that 27 8 acres has bee · . . _ proJect mclude Iowa Dcpan-
38-acre field, formerly farm- placed in the. Farmabl W ," ChEar~e~ the _Urutcd Methodtst ment of Natural Resources Pri­
land owned by the late Gus lands Program (FWP e f ~- ~c . ad given an easement vate Lands Program, Dickmson 
Walrath , under terms of Mr USDA's Conservatio ~ o I e to e. D~ckinson County Trails County Soil and Water Conser­
Walrath 's will. The United (CRP) and the other "to ;ogra~ ~~s~lat_lon t_o build part of its vall on Dtstnct, Dickmson 
Methodist board of trustees hos has be~n entered into a ·H 3~-~e~ m'g pmt lrall segment through County Natural Resources and 
pla~d the land m two conser- Agreement With the U Sa F~ ah 1 e western ~an or the Walmth Conserv_ntion District, U.S Fish 
vatJOn programs of the United and Wildlife Service (USFw~s) and. That trail was comple~ed a and Wtldlife Service, and . year ago. As the planting... Pheasants Forever 

"Such signs of unity are impressive to legislators,'' 
Johnson said. 

Anderson expressed to Stevens and Johnson the 
CWA's desire to see a state law banning all inva· 
stve aquatic species from entenng Iowa's water· 

Please turn to LEGISLATORS, Page 2 
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NRCS encourages landowners 
to r eview compliance plans 

Winter is the ideal time for landowners to rev1cw conser­
vation compliance plans, accorCling to the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS). the U.S. Depanmcnt of Agri- -. 
culture's lead conservation agency. 

The NRCS encourages landowners to re\'iew their com· 
pliance plans for highly erodible land and wetlands now. 
while making plans for spring planting. 

"Reviewing compliance plans now will allow landowners 
to ensure they have practices in place to majntain eligibility 
for USDA programs," says Leroy Brown, State Conserva­
tionist for the Iowa NRCS. 

Local NRCS staff can provide landowners with informa­
tion on acceptable conservation practices included in their 
compliance plans or alternatives necessary to achieve and 
maintain compliance. Landowners considering change!; to 
their farming operation on highly erodible or wetland areas 
should contact the local NRCS office at (712) 336·2604. 

Spring Run dedicated as Bird 
Conservation Area, 2nd in state 
Dedication means big things for birds and bird lovers 

By GREG DREES 
Co!'fespondent 

ARNOLDS PARK - In 
contmM to the wintry wmds 
that have prevailed through 
the autumn. a wanning south­
westerly breeze rustled the 
ocean of prauie grasses sur­
rounding a small crowd of 
spectators. They had gath~red 
together on Tuesday after­
noon on the Spnng Run 
Wetlands Complex east of 
Arnolds Park for a special 
occasion. Officials from the 
Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) were on 

hand to officially designate 
the area as Iowa's second Bird 
Conservation Area (BSA). 

America's neotropical song~ 
birds continue to suffer devas­
tating losses to their flocks as 
the1r nnnual navigation south 
becomes more imperiled wirh 
every passing season. In a cru­
sade to turn the tide of 
decline, the nati011's non­
game biologists have sought 
vestiges of suitable habitat for 
the 150 species of songbirds 
that follow the rite of passage 

Pictured above, 
Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources 
Doug Harr speaks to 
the crowd during the 
dedication ceremony 
at Spring Run in 
Arnolds Park on 
Tuesday, Nov. 12. 
Pictured left, a new 
sign at Spring Run 
denotes the area as 
a Bird Conservation 
Area. 

o;;>. 
migr:Jting waterfowl, upland 
birds and other game birds 
and animals. Spring Run f1ts a 
long hst of criteria established 
to define suitable habitat for a 
BSA. Doug Harr, who for 
many years developed and 
managed public lands in the 
county for the DNR and now 
serving as the agency's chief 
biologist and coordinator for 
the state's Wildlife D1versity 
Program, told the crowd at 
Tuesday's dedication that the 
ne\\ Spring Run designation 

each autumn. ----------
Long known fo1 harbonng 

Water Quality Commission approves projects 
The Dickimon County Water 

Quality Commhsion (DCWQC) 
recently approved ten water quality 
improvement projects for the 2004 fis~ 
cal year. 

The DCWQC approved grants for 
nine new projects totaling $161,500. 
They also provided $38.500 for half of 
theJT remaining commitment to a 
water quahty project approved last 
year. The DCWQ reccaved 14 gmnt 
requests totaling $379.000. The 
OCWQC only has a potential of 
$200,000 available for the 2004 fiscal 
year. 

Orville Berg Chairman of the Clean 
Water Alliance '.ot<Ued that "One dollar 
of local money will be bringing in $12 
of ~tate, federal and private money to 
be used in projects to protect the water 
quality of the Iowa Great Lakec:. 
Watero;hed." 

The DCWQC was formed and i~ 

funded by a cooperative agreement 

among all the communities of 
Dickinson County and the county 
it~clf. In what may become a model of 
other watershed around the state, 
Oickinc;on County 1s the fil"it lm~a 

locale to u~e a 28-E <lgreemcnt on'a 
county-wide ba'.oiS to raise funds for 
the sole purpme of protecting the 
water quality. Local conununit1es 
each contribute funding to suppon 
JOmt water qualny progmms. These 
funds can be u1.,ed anywhere in the 
watersheds of Dickinson County 
Lakes. which extends into Jackson 
County, Mmn 

Projects that \\ere tunded for 2004 
include: 

• $75,000 to Iowa Nouural Hentage 
Foundation to help purcha"oe an addi­
tion to Sprmg Run \Vetland~ 

Complex. which pro,·ides wildlife 
habitat and protectc:. the Great Lakes 
watershed: A portion of this addition 
will be known as the Larry \Vilc;on 

area or the complex. 
• $21,000 to Dickinson County Soil 

and Water Cono;ervation District to 
support u staff pos1tion for the Clean 
Water Alliance. 

• $20,750 to Iowa Lakeside 
Laboratory to 1.,upport ongoing water 
monitoring programs for Dickinson 
County (2nd year of project). 

• $20,750 to Diclcinson County Soil 
and Water Conservation District to 
finish conservation easements that 
were not completed from the rJean 
Water Project 

• $9,000 to Dackinson Count}' 
Conservation Board and Friends of 
Lakeside Lab to hire an intern who 
wLII work wuh both organizations to 
promote water quaHty and the IOWA- • 
TER program. 

DCWQC PROJECTS 
Continued from Page 1 

~ $5,000 to Jackson County 
Soil and Water Conservation 
District to support a staff posi­
tion to help estabhsh conserva­
tion practices in Dickinson 
County watersheds in 
Minnesota 

• $5,000 to Dickinson County 
Soil and Water Conservation 
District to reduce sediment and 
phosphorus from entering the 
lakes by altering the tile intakes. 

• $2,500 to the Clean Water 
Alliance, Dickinson County 
Conservation Board and Friends 
of Lakeside Lab for profession­
al creation of clean water pro· 
moiJon materials. 

• S2.500 to Iowa Great Lakes 
Resource Conservation and 
Development to help promote 
phosphorus-free fe rtil izers 
around the lake. 

• (carried over frotn 2003) 

S38,500 to Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources to pay half 
the DCWQC's remaining pledge 
for Southern Tall Grass Prairie 
Wetland Initiative. DCWQC 
funds will match the North 
American Wetland 
Conservation Act (NAWCA) 
funds. 

Funding from the DCWQC 
provided matching dollars for 
$1,348,650 in outside funding 

DNR schedules 
meeting on Lower · · 
Gar development 
By Anitra Wolf 
Editor 

The Iowa Department of at­
ural Resources has scheduled a 
meeting to dili.CUs\ a develop­
ment of boat dod..li. currently 
planned for Lower Gar Lake 
The meeting, to be held at the 
public\ request. i~ planned for 
Tue.sda)', March 4, m 7 p.m. in 
the Maritime Museum. 

DNR District Enforcement 
OfflctJr Dennis Ph1lltps says 
mdividuals m the area ha\c 
reque1.,ted a public heanng with 
regards to the docks that Jim 
Nodland ha\ planned for Lower 
Gar Lake. Nodland. who i~ 
buildtng a housing and marina 
project on the lake, has planned 
for 40 new dockc; 

"If the public request<o a hear­
ing, the DNR i~ required to 
have it." Phillip~ <.aid. He wali. 
unsure of tht' ~gcnda for the 
upcommg meeting. but \ilid he 
expects ~e\.eral official' from 
the DNR. ao; well a .. the Attor­
ney General'., office to he in 
attendance. 

"The number of docks 
appe~ to be the concern of the 
opponents," ~aid Phillip,. "I 
would a<o~ume thou they "'ill 
reque\t the DNR deny the per­
mit." 

The matter ha., fallen mto the 
hands of the DNR after di.,cus­
c:.ion with the M ltnrd Cat) 
Council. 

.. The council denied a h) 
holing ordinance. atd Millord 

Wlt.~~ l : \1M:Im~ on Luwtr Gar Dock 

'Uht>n; TtltMiay. ltlarch 4 a t 7 p .m. 
\\ l~<•rr: T h,. \la r:iHm~ MUkum 

Caty Admmistrator Brian Read. 
'1"he land below the high water 
mark 1s under DNR control. h's 
out of our jurisdiction." 

Clean Water Alliance CoorW­
nator Steve Anderson said there 
are severaJ reasons clean water 
groups have protested the build­
ing of more docks on Lower 
Gar Lake. 

"'I can't '.opeak for all the dif­
ferent lakes associations, but 
mo~t of them do not seem to be 
m favor of allowing more docks 
and more boats into the Okoboji 
Chain of lakes at Lh.is time," he 
said. "All of the lakes associa· 
tions are seriously concerned 
about several existing boating 
iSSUeli.." 

Anderson said that Lower 
Gar Lake is currently on the 
Iowa Impaired Waters List and 
that means special care should 
be taken to reduce further 
1mpn1nnent. 

"Lower Gar Lake has been 
impaired due to the amount of 
pho"'phorus entering and in the 
lake itself." he said. "Further 
\tudies that may come about in 
the ncar furure need to be done 
to try and detennine how much 
re-!.u~pended of phosphorus 

for the nine new projects. The 
DCWQC's multi~year pledge of 
$100,000 to the Southern Tall 
Grass Pra irie Wetland Initiative 
is being matched by more than 
$2.3 million in state, federal and 
private funds. 

The Water Quality 
Commission will meet again on 
Monday, ov. 25 to receive 
comments on the screening cri­
teria and scoring procedure. 



Sara Kay 
Bummeisler 
and Sleven 
Ray Ander· 
son, along 
with their par­
ents, Joel and 
Susan 
Burmeister of 
Sherburn, 
Minn. and 
Thomas and 
Lynn Ander· 
son of 
Estherville, 
announce their 
engagement 
and forthcom· 
ing wedding 
on March 14, 
2003 at St. 
Luke's 
Catholic 
Church in 
Sherburn. 

•· .... .. . '•• 
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fiance. Sara Burmeister, have Ht­
tle of, so they wtll also act with 
immediacy_ Planning all along 
for a !ate summer wedding, the 
couple will now take their vows 
on Friday. and Anderson will 
head for the unknown as a new­
lywed. 

Gro\l'mg up in Estherville, 
Anderson shared the same affini­
ty for the outdoors as h1s grand­
father and, after an initial stint 
with the National Guard in 1994, 
pursued a secondary education 
that "Would put his love for the 
natural world to good use. While 
pursuing degrees in biology and 
er.vironmen~l management from 
Iowa Lakes Community College 
and South Dakota State 
University, Anderson spent sum· 
mers working in an interesting 
diversity of employment that 
w"uld eventually lead to his 
dream JOb. Among those capaci­
ties was work at the Spirit Lake 
Fish Hatchery and with the 
D~partment of Natural 
Resource's (DNR) Eurasian mil­
foil program. 
Du~ing this formative time 

Anderson met Steve Kennedy at 
the Marit1me Museum in Arnolds 
Park who befriended him and 
acquainted him with the many 
lakes protective associations and 
their players. Kennedy, who lost 
his battle with cancer in the 
autumn of 2002, shared his 
friendship and love of the lakes 
area nautical history with 
Anderson, who now acts as assis­
tant curator at the museum. 

It was also during these sum­
mers that Anderson began to nur­
ture a love for prairie ecosystems 
that serves him well in his capac­
ity w1th the CWA. 

Begmmng in 2000, Anderson 
did a stint as a naturalist intern 
for the Dickinson County 
Conservation Board and then did 
ground work for a wetlands 
research project for Dr. VanDer 
Valk of the Iowa Lakeside 
Ulboratory. Fedders Seed 
Company in Blue Earth, Minn ., 
then came calling in the autumn 
with an offer to harvest nauve 
prairie grass seeds and work with 
area landowners. Ever anxious to 
expand his resume, Anderson 
ae<:epted. 

Early the next year, a transient 
Anderson took a leave of absence 
from Fedders to work With the 
Dickinson County Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
(SWCD) to study the Silver Lake 

'Water.hed, where he' 
established a solid 
rapport with 
landowners in that 

Send-otT Reception: 

area. Back in Blue 
Earth, Anderson 
fueled his knowledge 
of prescribed praine 
burnings by supervis-
ing such efforts with 
Fedders that spring 

Meanwhile, officials with the 
Dickinson SWCD and others 
were crafting grant montes to 
bring Anderson mto the position 
as coordmator oi' the Clean 
Water Alliance i,CWA), an 
umbrella of what wus then about 
35 conservation groups and 
agencies working for clean water 
projects in the Iowa Great Lakes 
watershed. Anderson accepted 
the position and came into his 
own under the permanency of the 
position. 

Some of the landmarks of 
Anderson's tenure as head of the 
CWA is the work being done in 
cooperation with the Jackson 
County, Minn., SWCD in the 
northern half of the Iowa Great 
Lakes watershed, the formation 
of the D1ckinson County Water 
Quality Commission (DCWQC), 
the expansion of Gull Point State 
Park on West Lake Okoboji and 
the increase of the CWA 's mem­
bership to 65 groups and agen­
cies. The DCWQC, for instance, 
is a first-in-the-state organization 
that was formed with a 28-E 
agreement with Dickinson 
County ·and its municipalities 
that is a funding mechamsm for 
clean water projects in the coun­
ty. This year, the DCWQC grant­
ed $200,000 in projects that 
realized an astonishing twelve­
fold match in local, state and fed­
eral monies, resulting in $2.6 
million in total project costs. 

The Gull Point State Park proj­
ect was Anderson 's first with the 
CWA, and one in which he coor­
dinated with mdividual and 
group movers to add a large par­
cel of land to the park that will 
enhance and protect the lakeside 
watershed. "I can't wait to come 
back and see the wetland and 
prairie grass restorations on that 
parcel," Anderson said. 

Anderson has become a well­
traveled advocate for a head­
spinning number of clean water 
campaigns, and as the CW A 
spokesman he makes appear­
ances and speaks on a wide cir­
cuit of public meetings. He has, 

essentially, taken the CWA from 
figurehead status to a motivation­
al agency of action 

One of Anderson's goals is to 
set in stone a long-range plan for 
the management of natural 
resources in the Iowa Great 
Lakes. "For instance, 1 think 
we're going to see a lot more 
public meetings up here involv­
ing the DNR," Anderson said, 
''because we have gotten the 
attention of director Jeff Vonk. 
We need to determine the direc­
tion we need to take to manage 
our lake resources as wisely as 
we can." 

Anderson feels that all of the 
projects initiated under his lead­
ership will con!inue to mature 
during his absence. "There are a 
lot of really qualified and moti­
vated people in this area dedicat­
ed to all kinds of environmental 
work in the watershed," he said. 
"The momentum will continue, 
I'm certain." 

From the days of innocence 
when as a youth he would catch 
countless bullheads and watch 
the waterfowl at the Sand Bar 
Slough bndge near Big Spint 
Lake to the trep1dauon he must 
now feel as a soldier poised to 
defend his country, two powerful 
forces have fashioned 
Anderson's life. The natural 
world has become his guidepost 
and the National Guard his sta­
bility. "The military has instilled 
discipline and guidance in my 
life," Anderson said, "and my 
work has provided the ·passion." 
Servitude, however, is not the 
only ardor in Anderson's life. He 
will take with him the compatriot 
Jove of his new wife, family and 
friends 

"I'm prepared, mentally and 
physically, for wherever our bat­
talion may be ordered, and what­
ever the mission" Anderson said. 
"Of course, we all hope that our 
active duty is not long-lived'' 

After all, he wants to return 
home to see the fruits of his labor 
beginning to show upon the Iowa 
Great Lakes landscape. 

O:J-o'i!-43 
By CngDrees 
_loii<JJ~ 

In ju<,t a year and a half he 
has fa!>hioned an Iowa Great 
Lake~ environmental group 
into a big-time player_ Now he 
must answer the call to a 
greater challenge 

Steve Anderson, the 27·year 
old wunderkind of the Iowa 
Great Lakes Clean Water Al­
liance, ha~ been called to ac­
tive dmy in the South Dakota 
National Guard. With an ulu­
mate destination unknown. An· 
der,.on will ship out on Satur· 
day for Fort Sill. Okla .. Wtth 
the 1st Battalion of the !47th 
Field Artillery from Sioux 
Falls. which specializes 1n t_he 
launching of rockets and mts· 
"i\ec;. 

"The ine\·itable has hap· 
pened," Anderson said. "As a 
nine-year member of the Re­
..,er\'C\, and war m Iraq imm1· 
nent, .~twas just a matter of 
umc 

And time is jmt what Ander· 
son and hts fiancee, Sara 
Burme1ster. have liule of, so 
they will also act with immedi­
acy. Planning all along for a 
late-summer weddmg, the cou­
ple will now take their vows 

I today, and Anderson Will head 
for the unknown a" a newly­
\\-ed. 

Gmwing up in Esther"ille, 
I ' Anderson shared the same 

affinity for the outdoors a_s h!s 
grandfather and. after an lnttlal 
..,tint with the auonal Guard 
m 1994. pur~ued a second~ry 
education thm would put h1s 
Jo,·e of the natural world to 
good usc 

While pursmng degrees m bi­
ology and cnviromnental man­
agement from IO\\-a Lakes 

. Community College and South 
Dakota State Universtty, Ander­
son ~pe111 summer. working in 
diverse areas that eventually led 
to hi" dream job. Among those 
capacit.i~.., wa" work at the II Spirit Lake Fi~h Hatchery and 

I 
\ with the Depanmcnt of Nmural 

Resource's (DNR) Eur3..'>10n 
milfoil program. 

During this formative time, 
Anderson met Stc,·e Kennedy at 
the Mantime Mu!.eum m 
Arnolds Park who befriended 
him and acquainted hi~ with 
the many lakes proteCU\'e asso­
ciation'> and their players. 
Kennedy. who lo~t his battle 
with cancer la~t fall. shared his 
friend<;hip and lo,·e of the lakes 
area's nautical history with An­
der ... on. who now acts as assi!!­
tant curator at the museum 

Andcr.on j~ined the l.owa a­
tiona! Guard m E\thervllle in 
1994 after high ~chool because. 
in hi" O\vn word.,, he "needed 
.. orne direction in life." While 
attending SDSU in Brookings, 
he U"an~ferred to the South 
Dakota National Guard in Sioux 

Fall~. 
Sioux Falls is the home of the 

HQIHQ Service Battery of the 
1 !.t Battalion of the 14 7th Field 
Anillery, and is the command­
and-control element for the en­
tire battalion which cover\ the 
eastern part of South Dakota. 
The c;oldicrs are trained and 
equipped to deploy and engage 
the enemy with maximum fire­
power. The banalion al~o ha\ 
medical. maintenance. logJSt!Cs, 
food services and personnel 
~ections to ensure the battalion 
1., self-sustaining in a field/com­
bat environment 

Ander..on i" trained m the 
Multiple Launch Rocket Sy::.tem 
(MLRS). a rocket artillery sys­
tem. 

The MLRS is a high-mobility 
automatic sy<,tem based on a 
weapons platform that fires sur­
face-to·sutface rockee.. The 
MLRS launcher contains a fire 
control computer that integrates 
the vehicle and rocket launch-
10£!. operauons. 

A.ndt::rson ha., earned acco-­
lades ns coordinator of the 
CWA 

Some of the landmark... of hi" 
tenure art:: Work being done in 
cooperation with the Jackson 
County. Minn ., SWCD in the 
northern half of the Iowa Great 
Lakes wotef'>hed; the format1on 
of the Dickinson Count) Water 
Quuhty CommL~sion 
tDCWQC); the expan~ion of 
Gull Point State Park on We~t 
Lake Okoboji. and the increa.,c 

of the CWA'-:-. member!!hip to 65 
groups and agencie~.. . 

The DCWQC. for mstancc, 1s 
a first-in-thc-!!tate organizatiOn 
thm was formed with a 28E 
agreement w1th D1c~i _nson 
County and its mumc1pa~1ties 
that is a funding mec.hamsm for 
clean water projects Ill the 
county. Thi-:-. year .. the DS:WQC 
granted $200,000 In prOJCCtS 
that realized a 12+told match in 
local. state and federal fund\, 
re ... ulting in $2.6 million in total 
project cosh. 

One of Anderson's goals is to 
set in stone a long-range plan 
for the management of naturdl 
resources in the Iowa Great 
Lake" 

''For imtance, I thmk we're 
going to see a lot ~11ore public 
meetmgs up here m\ olvmg the 
DNR." Anderson ... aid, "becau\e 
we have gotten the attention of 
Director Jeff Vonk. We need to 
determine the direction we need 
to take to manage our lake re­
sources as wi ... ely <e. WI! can." 

\'U~i'::n n\~~~~~~~g~e~~f~~~~n 
hold . H1" military callup mark~ 
the fiN time Anderson has been 
called to active duty 

From the days of his youth 
when he caught countle~"- bull­
head" and watched the water­
fO\\ I at the Sand Bar Slough 
bridge near Big Spirit Lak_e to a 
-.oldier poi ... ed to defend h"' 
counlry, two pO\\·etful fo';c~ 
ha\'e fashioned Anden;on ., hfe. 
The natural world ha'~- become 

his guidepost an.d the National 
Guard h1s ~tabihty. 

"The military has in~tillcd 
discipline and gULdance m my 
life," Anderson satd, "and ~y .. 
work has pro\·ided the pass1on. 

Service, however. is not the 
only ardor in A:nde~on's life. 
He will take wuh h1m the com­
patriot lo\'e of hi!! new wife. 
fnmil) and friends. 

"I'm prepared. mcntaHy and 
physically. for wherever our 
battalion may be ordered. and 
whatever the mission" Ander­
son !!aid. "Of course, we aH 
hope that our active duty ic; not 
long-Jived." 



JLocal Call-up 
Steve Anderson called to 
serve with National Guard 
By Anitra Wolf 
Ma naging Editor 

A lot of things are changing for Steve Anderson 
on the next week. 

He's wrappmg up dozens of projects. He's 
wor~ing on wedding plan . And on Saturday. 
March 15, he'll begin active duty with South 
Dakota National Guard 

"lm not scared, but I RECEPTION 
Tuesday, 
March 11 

am unsure," satd Ander­
son, who was notified of 
h1< activation on March I 

Anderson " one of • 3 to 4:40 p.m. at 
hundreds of men and the USDA 
women to receive the call 
on Saturday from the 
South Dakota National 
Guard. In January, Guard 

Service Center 
• 5 to 7 p.m. at the 
Maritime Museum 

members were put on pre-alert, and last Thursday, 
they were put on alert. 

"We had a feeling we'd be activated that week­
end," said Anderson. Saturday when they arrived 
at the base, Guard members learned of their activa­
tion 

On March 15, Anderson and his troop will report 
to Sioux Falls. Soon after, they will be on thei r way 
to Fort Sill, Okla. 

"Fort Sill is a report station," said Anderson 
"From there, 1 don't know if we' ll be goong over­
seas, staying in the state or ftlling a vacancy at 
Fort ill" 

Anderson admits that even if he dtd know spe-

ANDERSON 
Continued o n Page 3 

LOCAL CALL UP 
Continued from Page 1 

cific plans for his unit, it's like­
ly he wouldn't be able to make 
them public. 

ANDERSON IN THE GUARD 

Not being able to infonn the 
public of his location IS a di ffi­
cu lt thing fo r Anderson, who 
has quickly become a public 
figure in the Iowa Great Lakes. 

_. In just two yea rs in the 
rf.l\~. Anderson has complied 
a1ist of acquamtances spanntng 

out the region. 
" weekend, he sent a 
on his call-up to more 

e-mail contacts. 
amazing how many 
I've gotten to know 
my jobs," said Ander­

so ~ .... ho serves as Clean Water 
AI · nee Coordinator and Assis­
t a ator for the Maritime 
Museu . 

A reception in his honor will 
be held on Tuesday, March II, 

Steve Anderson joined the National Guard in Estherville in 
1994 at age17. He transferred to the Sioux Falls 1-147th 
Field Artillery Unit when he enrolled in college at South 
Dakota State University. The 1-14 7th is a Multi-Launching 
Rocket System (MLRS) unit. Anderson, Sergeant ES, 
works with fire direction control, which he defines as "telling 
the launchers where to shoot.• 
John Parsons, another Lakes area water quality advocate, 
served with the 1-14 7th during his service in WW2. "If I end 
up going overseas, I' ll be following in his footsteps ,• said 
Anderson. 

where he wi ll again be remind­
ed of how many people know 
and care about him. But attend­
ing his own reception is just 
one of many things Anderson 
has on his schedule nexl week. 

Though plans arc still tenta­
tive, next Friday, Steve may be 

getting married. 
Anderson anj his fiance, 

Sara Burmeister, were engaged 
last February. They were plan­
ning an August wedding. 

" I don 't know where I' ll be 
in August," said Anderson. "We 
had the choice to eithe r get 

married now or to wait until I 
get back ." 

Plans were still unsure at 
presstime, but Anderson satd 
they were leaning towards a 
weddtng next week . 

Planntng a wedding and 
packtng for acttve duty are 
enough to keep anyone busy, 
but Anderson is also trymg to 
get things organized at his jobs. 

As coordinator of the Clean 
Water Alliance, Anderson has 
been the one to keep communi­
cation going among water qual­
tty groups and projects . He 
hopes that in his absence, the 
groups will continue that col­
laboration with current efforts. 

"Just because one spoke is 
missing. it doesn't mean the 
wheel can 't keep moving," sa1d 
Anderson. "It just means the 
other >pokes have to work a lit-

Steve 
Anderson, 
Iowa Great 
Lakes 
Clean 
Water 
All iance 
Coordinator 
and 
Assistant 
Curator at 
the 
Maritime 
Museum, 
has been 
called to 
active duty 
with, the 1-
147 Field 
Artillery out 
of Sioux 
Falls. 
Anderson 
has been a 
member of 
the National 
Guard 
since 1994 
and a mem­
ber of the 
Iowa Great 
Lakes com­
munity for 
nearly two 
years. 

OCN photo by 
Anltra Wolf 

tie harder." 
Anderson is also Assistant 

Curator of the Maritime Muse­
um and will be handing some of 
those projects to Mu se um 
Director Tom Kuhlman. 

Anderson is hoping projects 
will stay in motion during his 
absence and ex pects to come 
home to a lot of new develop­
ment in the region. 

"Th e ra te o f development 
here is amazing," he said. ult 
will be interesting to see what 
the area will look like when I 
get back." 

Anderson will serve a maxi~ 

mum of two yea rs wi th the 
Guard before returning home to 
the Lakes region. 

"We're called up for a year, 
with the maximum being two 
years," he said. " It will likely 
be shorter than that." 





By Anitra Wolf 
Managing Editor 

An auachment to hi~tory and ties to former Mar· 
itime Museum Curator Steve Kennedy has brought the 
museum its new manager. . 

Estherville native Steve Anderson accepted a posa­
tion at the museum earlier this month. His official_ ~hie 
is Operations Manager of the Queen and the Manume 

Mu!ieum. .. , 
"I've always enjoyed history," said Anderson. Its 

really nice to be a part of it!> preservation here with the 
mu~eum and the Queen." 

It wa\n ' t just a love of hislory that lured A~derson 
to the Maritime Museum. He also has a pa stan for 
fulfilling Steve Kennedy 's legacy. 

"Ever since Steve and I met in 1996. we were really 
good friends:· said Anderson . "We always talked 
about the future of the museum." 

Ander.;on said that Kennedy gave h1m a key to the 
museum an 1997, and gave him full access to the 

ANDERSON 
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Steve Anderson Is the new operations manager for the Queen and the Maritime 
Museum. He spends much of his time right now working with the Queen and its 
captains. 

facility and its resources. 
Kennedy also took Anderson 
under his wing, hoping 10 pass 
on h.is passion. 

'Throughout the year., Steve 
would introduce: me to people 
as his prodigy or the next gen­
eration for the museum," said 
Anderson. 

At that time, Anderson did 
no1 know how true it would be. 

"When Steve passed away, 
tt.ere were a 101 of people ask­
ing me if I was going to take 
over the museum," he said. 

At that time , in February 
2002, Anderson was serving as 
Clean Water Alliance Coordi­
nator and assistant curator of 
the Maritime Museum. Earlier 
this year, Anderson was ca11ed 
to serve with the South Dakota 
National Guard. 

He arrived home in late May 
and was offered the job at the 
museum. 

" I knew if I was ever going 
to leave the water quality stuff, 

there bad to be a break and a 
lransttion period," Anderson 
said . 

Although he will no longer 
serve as Clean Water A1liance 
Coordinato.r. Andersoh still 
plan to be very active in the 
protection of the area's lakes. 

" I ' ll still be active in the 
water quality effons because I 
feel u's everybody's responsi­
bihty to take care of our 
waters," said Anderson. "It's 
also a part of the museum 's 
mission statement to be leaders 
in protecung the environmenl" 

As ide from env1ronmental 
efforts, Anderson has a full 
agenda of tlungs to do as opera­
tions manger of both the muse­
um and the Queen. 

" We are worlcing on a lot of 
tlungs in the museum," he said. 
"We ' re trying to do better 
archiving, and we're also work­
lOg on improvements: develop.. 
ing a research room, updating 
the theatre system, and creating 

more flow to the museum." 
Directing the Queen is more 

of a set schedule. "Right now, 
I'm spending most of my time 
on the Queen," be said. "M y 
main purpose with the Queen is 
10 make su£e it's up and func­
tional." Anderson also sched­
ules the captains, helps with 
boat needs and makes the calls 
when weather docks the boar. 

He's not doing any boat cap­
taining b1mself yet , but he's 
learning bow to drive . 

" I remember being out on 
the Quee n with Steve 
Kennedy," said Anderson. 

Even when he learns to drive 
the boat, Anderson said there 
will sti ll only be one true "Cap- , 
tain Steve." 

" I can't do half the stuff 
Steve Kennedy did," said 
Anderson. " Bur 1 should be 
able to help fulfill the 1deas and 
dreams he had for this place." 



Water, soil projects saved despite gambling impasse 
Measure will help 
tide programs over 
until casino tax 
issue is settled 

By David Johnson 
State Senator 

The Iowa 
Legislature 
has slopped 
a train wreck 
that could 
have gam· 
bled away 
important 
water quality 
and soil con· 
servation -. _ _.L­
programs 
around the state. The situation 
required iJpmediate action in 
order to keep private contrac­
tors in business and honor 
commitments to farmers and 
landownen. 

Both the House and the 
Senate last week approved 
transferring $16.5 million from 
the state's cash reserve fund to 
tide over environmental pro­
grams untillhe close of lhe fos­
cat year ending June 30. 

The programs rely on rev­
enues from taxes on the gam­
bling industry. Continued 
uncertainty over the state's 
gambling tax coUectioos jeop­
ardized funding for the pro­
grams. State government has 
been shorted more than S24 
million in gambling tax rev­
enue since the Iowa Supreme 

e~. 

Court ruled in June 2002 that 
racetrack casinos in the state 
shouldn't have to pay higher 
taxes on revenue than river­
boat casinos. Under the court 
ruling, both racetracks and 
riverboats are now taxed at 20 
percenL Previously, racetracks 
bad been taxed at an escalating 
rate that stood at 32 percent 
last year and was to be capped 
al 36 perc:enl in 2005. 

As part of the ruling . the 
state also was ordered to pay 
$112 million in tax refunds to 
the racetracks for taxes in 
excess of 20 percent that had 
already been paid to the state. 
However, Iowa appealed the 
ruling to the U.S. Supreme 
Court . The nation's highest 
coun accepted the case and is 
scheduled to bear arguments 
this month. Along with a num­
ber of lel:,rislators, I believe the 
state is in a strong position to 
win the appeal. 

Since the U.S. Supreme 
Court announced it wou ld 
review the case, lawmakers 
offered racetrack casino execu­
tives a fair compromise that 
would settle the issue out of 
court. But the industry failed 
to reach consensus on the 
agreement . The gambling 
industry 's unwillingness to 
compromise meant that Iowa 
stood to run out of funding for 
the water quality and soil con­
servation programs on April 1. 

Jn other action last week, 
lawmakers overwhelmingly 
approved a bill that solidifies 
Iowa as a leading producer of 

The NRCS is a United States Depart­
ment of Agriculture office designed to give 
landowners and government agencies tech­
nical a..,.'li~tance regarding land use issues. 
The agency also provides financial incen-

renewable energy. The legisla· 
tion, approved by both the 
House and Senate, will 
increase Iowa's wind energy 
output by allowing Mid.Ameri· 
can energy to build and own 
the world's largest land·based 
wind project in Iowa. 

According to MidAmerican., 
the wind project will generate 
310 megawatts of wind energy 
and will consist of 180 to 200 
wind turbines. each generating 
app roximately 1.5 to 1.65 
megawatts of electricity. The 
project will be built in three 
phases on different sites, 
including nortb~central and 
northwest Iowa. 

According to the Depart~ 
ment of Natural Resources, 
Iowa is already home to more 
than 400 wind turbines that are 
powerful enough to generate 
electricity for more than 
130,000 homes per year and 
avoid more than 1.3 million 
tons of carbon dioxide emis­
sions annua lly. The 310 
megawatts of wind capacity 
that MidAmerican plans to 
generate will provide enough 
electricity on average to power 
approximately 85,000 homes. 

MidAmerican 's proposal 
also includes an electric rate 
freeze through 2010, which is 
an extension of the current rate 
freeze due to expire in 2005. 
That means Mid.American CUS· 

tamers will see stable electric 
rates for at least another eight 
years. 

Under the legislation, the 
Iowa Utilities Board wi11 over· 

see the project to ensure that 
rates are reasonable to cus­
tomers and nondiscriminatory 
to alternative energy producers 
and small hydro~producers. 

The legislation also allows the 
Iowa Utilities Board to 
approve the rate freeze 
request. 

During the debate in the 
Senate, an amendment was 
offered to allow smaller wind 
generation projects to be paid 
by investor~owned utilities for 
excess electricity generated. I 
have received several calls 
from northwest Iowans who 
want to generate electricity for 
their farms, but in order to 
make the investment work a 
buyer is needed for the excess 
generation. 

Even though the amend­
ment failed to pass, debating it 
raised interest from a number 
of senators. I' m returning to 
Des Moines early this week to 
further explore with other leg­
islators what types of incen~ 
lives we can create to spark 
small-scale wind energy proj ~ 
eels, 

Your questions and com­
ments are always welcome. 
You can reach the Iowa Senate 
by calling (515) 281-3371 or 
by e~mail at david.johnson 
@legis.state.ia.us 

Da1•id Johnson of 
Ocheyedan represents Iowa 
Senate District 3 --- all of 
Clay, Dickinson, O'Brien, and 
Osceola counlies, and part of 
Sioux county. 

TERRIL HIGH SCHOOL RECEIVES AWARDS AT l'NVn<Pt"""'""-­
School won two award!<. at thl! eighth annual Iowa Env1rothon held April23 at Spr·ingbrc•ok :Stal~ 
Park near Guthne Center. 

Terril received the Wild!Jfe and Forestry Awards. Team members are (back row from 
Brian Mehan. Steven Sawyer, and Coach Marc BcnedJct. Front row, from left: Ann in 
Jamc.s Johanson, and K<)trina McGranahan. 

Students ~articip<ttmg in the c~ntest w~rc challenged to sharpen the1r critical thinking skill$ 
while cxplormg en\tronmcntal 1ssues pertaining to aquaucs, forestry, w1ldlife and oi ls. In 
add1t10n, the team.s gave an oral presentation on "Agricultural Land Conservation and Preserva· 
t1on" B"i pan-of the competition 
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HOME BUILDER ASSOCIATION DO ATES TO CLEAN WATER ALLIANCE-­
Tony Weber and Btll Eich, represenung the Home Builders Association of Nonhwe t Iowa, 
presented a $ 1 ,OOOcheck to the Dtckinson S01l and Water ConservatiOn DJStnct Commissioners 
for Clean Water Alliance projects. The Clean Water Alltance is made up of local en\lronmental 
and protective organizauons and mdi vtduals who work in both Iowa and Mmnesota to protect the 
water quality in Dickinson County. 

Pictured above, left to nght , are: Scott Mitchell, Orville Berg, Mark Ingwersen, Bill Nonhey, 
BJII Eich, ChriS Hoffman and Tony Weber. 1'-'v~ -t ..1. ..>.J ~ 

Youth honored for ser vice 

con tnbuted photo 
Keith Oostenbrug (left) and Max Lundt (right) of 
Center lake Association presented an appreciation 
plaque to Ashley Egeland of the Lakeview Open 
Bible Church Youth for placing Dickinson County 
Clean Water Alliance "Don't Dump - Drains 1nto 
lake" badges on street drains and storm water­
ways. The youth posted 80 locations and secured 
the very visable badges to remind people of waste 
that may contaminate the lakes area. 
o c v o s· u - o I 

Terril students earn 
awards at Envirothon 

. . contnbuted photo 
Ternl H1gh ~chool won two awards at the eighth annu-
al Iowa EnVJrothon held April 23 at Springbrook State I 
Park near Guthne Center. Terril received the Wildlife 
and Forestry Awards. Team members are (front from 
left) Arm1n Schnelle, James Johanson, Katrina 
,McGranahan, (back) Brian Mehan, Steven Sawyer 
and Coach Marc Bened1ct. Students participating in 
the contest were challenged to sharpen their critical 
thinking skills while exploring environmental issues 
pertaining to aquatics, forestry, wildlife and soils. 

OCI>' o5-lo-o3 
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HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION DONATES TO CLEAN WATE R ALLIANCE-· 
Tony Weber and Bill Etch, representmg the Home But lder. Assocml!on of Northwest Iowa, 
presented a $ 1,000 check to the Dtckinson Sot! and Water Conservation District Commi,sioner. 
for Clean Water Alltance projects. The Clean Water All tancc ts made up of local envtronmental 
and protecttve orgamzauons and mdtviduals who work In both Iowa and Mmncsota to protect the 
water qualtty m Dickinson County 

Pictured above, left to right , are: Scon Muchell , On·iile Berg, Mark Ingwersen Btll Northey, 
Bi ll Eich, Chris Hoffman and Tony Weber r ..., v <-t ,L>} ~ 

Youth honored for service 

contributed photo 
l<erth Oostenbrug (left) and Max Lundt (right) of 
Center Lake Association presented an appreciation 
plaque to Ashley Egeland of the Lakeview Open 
Bible Church Youth for placing Dickinson County 
Clean Water Alliance "Don't Dump • Drains into 
Lake" badges on street drains and storm water· 
ways. The youth posted 80 locations and secured 
the very visable badges to remind people of waste 
that may contaminate the Lakes area. 
Ocv oS (J. en: 

Terril students earn 
awards at Envirothon 

contribul&d photo 
Terril High ~chool won two awards at the eighth annu-
al Iowa Envrrothon held April 23 at Springbrook State [ 
Park near Guthne Center. Terril received the Wildlife 
'and For~stry Awards. Team members are (front from 
left) Arm1n Schnelle, James Johanson, Katrina 
McGranahan, (back) Brian Mehan, Steven Sawyer 
and Coach Marc Benedict. Students participating in 
the contest were challenged to sharpen their critical 
thinking skills while exploring environmental issues 
pertaining to aquatics, forestry, wildlife and soils. 

0CI{ o5·tQ-o~ 



WE'LCOME' TO 

~GLrtfi 'LJGL"YJ 2003 
~n-y-irWLmtm.1: m1 L enLr,n+rl£1 :J oL'ir 

Euth Dny bctu.re :ichecluh: 
J 10:00 am "Low Impact De:velopment'~prote:cting water quality as we grow'" Wayne Peterson, NRCS 

With raptd urbanization, \\C have concerns about maintamtng the integnty of the natural beauty and resources withm 
our community Learn how we can incorporate green development alternatives to reduce storm water nm-off, control 
erosion and develop urban- rural coalitions for our watershed protection 

n:oo am "BioDiesel: Clean, Efficient, and Made in America" Marc Franke, U of I 
Learn about thts new and C){Citmg technology for manufactunng clean, envtronmentally friendly fuel usmg organic 
renewable resources that has the potential to help us reduce our dependency on fossil fuels 

1:00pm "IOWATER: Volunteer Watushed Monitoring", Brian Soenen 
Th1s CltlZen volunteer water quahty-momtonng program is making waves across Iowa I 
Get mfonnatlon about the program and how you can getmvohed 

z:oo pm "Falconry", Dr. Ross Dirks, DVM 
This is a natural history lesson on Raptors and Falconry w1th a live Pratrie Falcon to help tell the story 

J:oo pm "Drug Free Landscaping", Tom Koster, RC and D 
Have a green lawn Without promoting green lakes I Get the mfo on phosphorous free femllzer and other 
environmentally fnendly alternatives for lawn and garden pest and weed control 

All lectures will be held in the upstairs classroom 
Wayne Petersen IS a hfe long resident of Iowa Wayne has h1s degree m Agronomy with a minor m Environmental Stud1es from ISU Since 
1976, he has worked with the USDA' s Natura1 Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) H.Ls career Includes Conservation Techmcian in 
nonhem Iowa, S01l Conservationist for Polk County and D1strict Conservationist for Cl1nton and Johnson County In 1996, Wayne became the 
Urban Conservatiomst for the NRC$ working throughout the State of Iowa help10g local Soil and Water Conservation Districts develop services 
for the urban sector 

Mart Franke IS the D1rectorofCampus SeMces at the Univers•ty of Iowa His hfe long interest m energy and SCience included a B S 10 
Industrial Eng10eering and a 17-year career with General Motors Marc was raised on an Ohio dairy farm and has lived in Iowa since 1985 Hts 
mterests mclude passive solar housing, solar power, wmd energy and BioDtesel 

Brian Soenen began work for the Water Monnonng Section 10 March 2002 He earned his bachelor's degree m NaturaJ H1story Interpretation in 
2000 from the Umvers•ty of Non hem Iowa Pnor to coming to the IDNR.. Brian worked as a proJect mterpreter for the US Army Corps of 
Engineers at CoraJville Lake in Johnson County In addition to IOWA TER data mterpretation. Brian's focus is the development and facilitation 
of IOWATER Advanced Workshops, specifically the Water Ecology and Secondary Educators' Workshops 

Rou Dirks has been a Vetennanan in thiS area for four years and IS the owner oft he Dickinson Counry Am mal Ch01c Pnor to commg to the 
Iowa lakes reg•on. Dr Dtrks pract1ced 10 the Davenpon area Wh1le there, he '-"Orked on small ammals and was the Vetennarian for a couple of 
small zoos- the FeJvaury and the iabi Zoos He also worked as a Wildhfe Rehab1htator Dr D1rks has been involved with Falconry for e1ghteen 
years 

Tom Kosttr IS a Dickinson County Soli and Water ConservatiOn DLstnct Assistant Commissioner He is also the Dtck10son County Backyard 
Conservation 1Help-A-Hab1tat Coordinator and the Spec1al ProJectS Coord10ator for the Iowa Lakes Resource ConservatiOn and Development 
office 10 Spencer, Iowa Current proJects Tom is involved wuh arc refurbishmg computers to be donated to schools and nonprofit groups 
Lake' n Lawn Saver phosphorous free lawn fertilizer and solar energy technology for farm. home and boating appl•cat1ons 

HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION DONATES TO CLEA'I \\ \TER ALLIANCE-­
Tony Weber and B•ll Eich, rcprc!.enting the Home Bu1ldcr.. A\,OCiaiiOn of ~orth\\e\t Iowa, 
presented a S l .OOOc hcck to the Oickmson S01 l and WatcrCon-.crvatlon Dhtmt Comml\s1onef\ 
for Clean Water All1ance proJects The Clean Water Alliance 1s made up of loc.11 en\ 1ronmc ntal 
and protecuve orgamz.a t10ns and md1V1duals who "- Ork 10 both lo" a .md M10nc~otato proled the 
water quahty m Du;kmson County 

P1ctured above, leflto nght arc: Scon Mitche ll . Orville Bc'rg, M.trk lng\H'r"cn. B11l Northey 
B11l Eich, Chns Hoffman and Ton,y Weber_ , , -1 .J. ~, ~ • 

Yttlllllg iP~opl•':: Plrogx~m :';ebt!lule: 
9:00·9:45 am "Fish Prints" , Tom Koster 

to:oo·ro:45 am "Herps- Reptiles and Amphibians", Dorrie Frank' 

11:oo·t2:oo pm "Birdhouse Building", KINSHIP 

12:)o·r:45 pm Movie· ,. Microcosmos"* 

2:oo·2:45 pm "Falconry", Dr. Ross Dirks** 

J:oo-):45 pm "Nature journal Making and Hike", Dorrie Franke 

Young peoples' programs will be in the downstairs classroom 

* The movie wiJI be shown in the: theatre 

**This program will be in the upstairs classroom 

u I! ltl·obile Edu<:attcn Tra1l.,r 
9:oo- 4:00P.M. "Your Town, Your Choice, Your Future!" 

The: trailer will be located on the southwest corner the LAC building 

in the parking lot. 

lnfcrmattonal o .. playo 
Backyard Conservationist 

Iowa lakes RC & D 
CLAMP 
Dickinson County Conservation Board 

Director 

Naturali st 

Conservation Foundation of Dickinson County 

IDNR 

I CALL 

Fish Halchery 

Waldlife Bureau 

Law Enforcement 

Iowa Prairie Lakes Audubon 

Iowa Lakeside Lab 

Friends of Iowa Lakeside Labs 

IOWATER 
IS U Extension 

Natural Resource Conservation Service 

Soil and Water Conservation District 

Dickinson County Landfill 

The: Prairie Flower· Native: Plants 

Protective Associations of the Lakes Region 

Expedition Co. 

Sierra Club 

(712) 262•208) 
(712) 262·208) 

(712) JJrJ669, ext; 

(712) ))8•4786 
(712) ))8•42)8 
(?.,) JJ6-jj62 

(712) JJ6·1840 
(712) ))6•1485 
(712) ))6•1840 

(515) )09•)152 
(712) ))6•5199 
(712) ))]')669 
(7.,)JJrJ669 
(515) 281-4476 
(712) ))6•)488 
(712) ))6•)782 

(712) JJ6·J78:z, ext J 
(712) JJ6•2700 
(712) 262- 5864 
(712) ))2-9220 
(712) ))2·9001 

This event is a Dickinson County Conservation Board and Dickinson Co. 

Soil and Water Conservation District program 

Ternl H1gh ~chool won two awards at the :;h~':;:_ 
al Iowa EnVIrothon held Aprrl 23 at Sprrngbrook State l 
Park near Guthrre Center. Ternl received the Wildlife 
~nd Forestry Awards. Team members are (front from 
eft) Armin Schnelle, James Johanson, Katrrna 
McGranahan, (back) Brran Mehan, Steven Sawyer 
and Coach Marc BenediCt Students participating 'n 
the contest were challenged to sharpen their crrtlcal 
thinking sk•lls While exploring environmental ISsues 
pertaining to aquatiCS, forestry, Wildlife and SOliS. 

.• 5 s 
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"It was hard work, and it took the whole family 
... We lived off what we farmed." · 

Alleo Arnold, 80, of West Des Moines 

Couple receives ,,_C-/-03 

Century Farm award 
FARM, from Page 1 "'t was impressive seeing how 

1 St many were there," Arnold said 
owa ate Fair. "It's neat that they've had it that 

Arnold said he has worked the long." 
land whit!:' was "swampy, weedy The Century Farms Program 
androcky, muchofhisUfe.Butthe started in 1976 to honor families 
fanuly was self-sufficient as a thathaveownedthesamefarmfor 
result, he added 100 years or longer. It has certified 

"We farmed it and we lived off 14,683 farms since its in""'"on. 
what we farmed," he said "You "The Centu!y Farms ---p;ogram 
had all the food you needed." acknowledges these farm families 

Arnold took over the farm in by h · 
1946. He continued to work the . ononng cenlu!y-long owner­
land. even ahe_ r movmg· to the Des ship and stewardship of Iowa 
M farmland, and recognizes the sense 

omes area m 1980. of respollSlbility that comes from 
In addition to growing corn and working the land," said Patty 

beans, Arnold is in the process of Judge, Iowa secretary of 
transfomung the pasture into a agnculture. 
game refuge. He is also hoping to "The program honors a way of 
pass the farm on to his son wbo Uf hich h 
lives in Davenport, he said ' e, w as ennched our com-

Th 1 "'"'·- munities, and provides a unique 
e owa _,.,.. uuent of Agri- understanding of Iowa's past while 

culture and Land Stewardship gMng msq:ht on how agriculture 
presented Centu!y Farm awards will continue to play a majorrole in 

~~:: to 
347 

recipients in 88 ;::.,a!e's exciting and productive ~ary J. and All_en A_rnold of West Oes Moines hold the Centu F , . SPEC1AL rorn'"'"'""" 
... ---------.....::=:_-------~a~s:t m~on~th~, At nght IS Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Patty JudgZ A~rm :warl~ they recewed Wit~ their family at the Iowa State Fair 

. en rno worked most of his hie on the Dickinson County farm, 

Statewide lakes protective association emerges 
BY ANITIIA WOLF the flow. 
MANAGING EDITOR Members of the new ot-gani· 

impact on the legislature a 
separate lakes organizations," 
said Anderson. "This organiza­
tion should give us a stronger 
voice in the state government." 

have never been fought for 
before." 

AND DANA LARSEN zation eleeted Iowa Great Lake lovers from all around 
the state immediately found 
that they spoke the same lan­
guage and shared many mutual 
concerns. 

STORM LAKE PILOT-TRIBUNE Lakes resident Steve Anderson 
of Spirit Lake to serve as presi-

At a meeting in Storm Lake denl Anderson, a former Clean 
this week, organizers from var- Water Alliance Coordinator, is 
ious lake communities around a member of several Iowa 
Iowa quietly voted into being Great Lakes area water quality 
the Iowa Lakes Association. organizations. He represents 
They hope the organization's the East Okoboji Improvement 
resulting tidal wave of tnfl.u- Association on the statewide 

Anderson said there are a lot 
of lobbyists fighting for things 
that may have a negative 
impact on the envirorunent in 
Iowa. 

"There wasn't a voice out 
there specifically trying to pro­
tect our lakes," he said. "We're 
going to fight for thmgs that 

Gary Lalone of the Lakes 
Preservation Association in 
Storm Lake was elected as 
treasurer of the new group. ty group 

ence can be a powerful incen- board. 
tive for lawmakers to go with "We 

''Tiie rnggest thing we found in 
common is worry over funding of the 
Environment First program. This is 
paid for out of gambling revenue, and 
whenever dollars run tight in the 
state budget, it seems to be the first 
place the legislature looks to cut," he 
said. ''The Environment First fund 
also happens to have the money for 
lake restoration programs within it, 
as well as Resources Enhancement 
and improvement (REAP) funds tbat 
can be used for State Parks and other 
projects that may directly relate to 
lakes." 

Aquatic nuisance species control is 
another shared issue. 

" If we are not careful to control and 
promote awareness to clean our 
boats. species can be transferred 
from one body of water to anotber 
where it can do major damage in the 
ecosystem," said Lalone 

The as30Ciation expects to bring 
issues such as water quality, boating 
laws, and protective funding to the 
legislature. They also hope to pro­
mote green spaces around Iowa's 
lakes, bike trails and low impact 
development. 

The Iowa Lakes Association is clas­
sified as a social welfare organization 
(501-C4). This means that investments 
in the association are not tax 
deductible. However, unlike the non­
profit (501-C3) organizations, a social 
welfare organization may fund lobby­
mg. 

"We probably aren't going to be hir­
ing a lobbyist in our ftrst year," said 
Anderson. "We are, however, going to 
do our research by having a lobbyist 

IOWA 

PHOTO BY LYNN LAWS • OCN STAFF 

The new -ewlde Iowa Lakes Association plans to make an Impact in the Des Moines legislature 
regarding water quality Issues In Iowa's lakes. The Kettleso,.Hogsback nature area near Spirit Lake is 
juat one of numerous areas that stands to be Impacted by the group's actions. 

come talk to our group about the 
logistics and how we go about getting 
our voice heard in Des Moines." 

There are approximately 25 lakes 
protective associations throughout 
the state of Iowa. More than half of 
these organizations have expressed 
an interest in being part of the new 
Iowa Lakes Association. 

Three charter organizations donal-

ed $1,000 to get the association on its 
feet: the Okoboji Protective 
Association, the Clear Lake 
Protective Association and the Storm 
Lake Protective Association. 
Membership dues are still being 
structured for other organizations 
and individuals who wish to be part 
of the effort. 

Other officers elected for the orga-

nization's first term of existence 
include vice pres1dent Mtl<e Hood, 
Orleans, representmg the Spirit Lake 
Protective Association and secretary 
Marcia Cory, Clear Lake, represent· 
mg the Clear Lake Enhancement and 
Restoration Association. 

The Iowa Lakes Association will 
meet quarterly. Its next meeting is 
scheduled for January 



A Classroom Without Walls 
-Kettleson-Hogsback Offers Sixth Graders a Great Place 
to Learn 

I 

... 

Sixth graders from Sptrit Lake Middle 
School, along with six th grader from 
O~oboji and Terril Community School , 
enjoyed a day of outdoor education at 
Kenelson-HogsbackWildlife Area. This 
annual event featured eight stations and 
pre enters. The students learned about 
waterfowl , cu ltural re ources, retriever 

,-----------"dogs in the field, wildflowers, backyard 
conservation, orphaned and injured wildife, nature walks, JOWATER 
testing, soybean/com by-products, and oi ls. 

The presenter did 
an excellent job at 
each station and the 
students returned 
with a wealth of 
knowledge. -5txth 
graders were asked 
to prepare a report 
about their 
experiences at 
Hogsback and tum it 

m for grading. The students would like to thank all of the volunteers 
and ponsors that helped . 

St t WDM couple accepts award for century of work on family 
a .. ~~~~~~~. Arnol?-80.whohasfarmedthe 

farm 
BY l land smce he was a child 

·\ Century Farm award "II was hard work, ~d it 
MANpresented to a West Des lookthewholefamily,"hesaid. 

AND Moines couple brought back :'Yo~. people today would 
STORM L strong memories for Allen JUS! die if they had to do it." 

Arnold's grandparents pur- paid $5 an acre. 
chased the farm, located near 
lak_e Park in Dickinson "-un- . When Arnold's grandfather 
ty 1903 '-<} died, the land was divided 

remains in the family. 
Allen and Mary J. Arnold 

received the family's Century 
Farm award in August at the 

f ' m because his grand- among four children. A parcel 
ather "had an itching to move belonging to Arnold's mother 

west" from Hubbard. They Christine Wiechman, is all thai 

Atam~~~~~~~~~=:~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~;-_;~~~~~~~~~~::~s;ee~F~A~R~M~,P~a~g~e3~~~ this week. organizers from var- Water Alliance Cool'illnator, is of lobbyists figJllmgTor-tnmg:. 
ious lake communities around a member of severaJ Iowa that may have a negative Gary Lalone of e 
Iowa quietly voted into being Great Lakes area water quality impact on the environment in Preservation Association in 
the Iowa Lakes Association. organizations. He represents Iowa. Storm Lake was elected as 
They hope the organization's the East Okoboji Improvement "There wasn't a voice out treasurer of the new group. 
resulting tidaJ wave of influ- Association on the statewide there specificaJJy trying to pro-
ence can be a powerful incen- board. teet our lakes," he said. "We're 
live for lawmakers to go with "We going to fight for tlungs that 

"The biggest thing we found in 
common is worry over funding of the 
Environment First program. This is 
paid for out of gambling revenue, and 
whenever dollars run tight in the 
state budget, it seems to be the first 
place the legislature looks to cut." he 
said. "The Environment First fund 
aJso happens to have the money for 
lake restoration programs within it. 
as well as Resources Enhancement 
and Improvement (REAP) funds that 

tale 

IOWA 
ty group 
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LIFE 
CLOSER LOOK 

;"' 

WA'JIER SUMMIII' 
Ag secretary says farming 

can be an environmentally­
friendly business. 

Floods of 1993 brought 
nutrtents In water to 

<b.!.ltu.--'IIU>o---'--'----L-___.,_..L._.._-"'-' devastating levels. 

"I agree that water quality does belong delegated to each state. That's the best place for management frame­
work to be implemented. There is a backstop however: where consensus, courage and change don't work- our 

states should not underestimate our will to implement (the Clean Water Act.)" 
- JIM GUlLIFORD, U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY, REGIONAL ADMINSTRATOR FOR REGION 7 

PHOTOS BY lYNN lAWS • OCN STAFF 

Water quality Is a key pillar of life in the Iowa Great Lakes region. Whether boating, fishing or almply enjoying the 
scenery, residents and tourists understand the Importance of keeping the area's lakes clean. 

Residents act to clean up 
I DWATERS 

Governor's Water Quality Summit opens talks about issues 
BY LYNN LAWS 

OCN CONTRIBUTOR 

I
owans are coming to the disquieting revelation that life-sustaining, 
clean water can no longer be taken for granted. Dickinson Cotmty 
residents are among the Iowans who are pitching in to fmd realistic 
solutions to return Iowa's polluted waters to their once drinkable, 
fishable and swimmable condition. 

''As I talk to lake-based communities, 
people there are demanding that the 
state do a better job leading and sup­
porting them in their efforts," said 
Jeff'rey Vonk, Director of the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources, in 
his opening remarks at the Governor's 
Water Quality Summit, held Monday, 
Nov. 24, in Ames. Over 450 Iowans, 
including Governor Tom Vilsack. filled 
Scheman AudHorium to participate in 
addressing water quality issues. They 
hope to eliminate impaired waters in 
the state by 2010. 

But forces outside the state are also 
driving change. Iowa is required by the 
federal Clean Water Act to identify pol­
luted waters, to calculate just how 
much daily pollution its impaired 
steams, lakes and rivers can handle 
and still meet water quality standards 
and to clean up its unpaired waters. 

ln 1998, Iowa had 159 waterbodies on 
the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources impaired waters list. These 
included Milford Creek, Little Spirit 
Lake and Lower and Upper Gar Lakes. 
The Iowa DNR's fmal impaired waters 

list for 2002 contained 188 waterbodies 
with 257 impairments. Nine bodies off 
water and 13 impairments were 
removed from the list. The DNR added 
38 waterbodies and 55 impairments to 
reach the total in its 2002. list. The DNR 
decided not to include Upper Gar Lake 
on the 2002 impaired waters list, "based 
on Oaws in the original analysis, 
including the lack of any water quality 
data or water quality criteria upon 
which to base an assessment of aquatic 
life uses of this lake." 

Vllsack told summit participants, in 
order to make progress on water quali· 
ty "we need consensus and change. 
And if we are going to make a differ· 
ence, we' re going to have to make 
changes in the way we think anct in the 
way we do things." 

SUMMIT 
continued on page 2B 

Water quality top priority to area residents 
BY LYNN LAWS 

DCN CONTRIBUTOR 

Early on a recent Friday morning, a 
dozen people gathered on a screened porch 
in Milford to have coffee and talk about 
water quality conservation in the Iowa 
Great Lakes. 

Longtime area residents compared 
today's Lakes water quality with lake qua1-
ity in the 1960s, before a sewage system 
was in use. Many fmtl the water to be in 
much better condition comparatively. 
Others lament the increased presence of 
blue-green algae, which they say is due to 
agricultural and urban run-ofT and 
removal of shoreline vegetation. 

They fear water quality is declining in 
the Iowa Great Lakes. They fear for the 
recreation industry as well as their fami· 
lies' health. And they feel called to defend 
their beloved lakes from further degrada· 
lion. 

Ken Lang, a specialist in the study of 
the life and phenomena or fresh water. 
was invited to attend. Lang is the associ­

\ ate director of Lakeside Laboratory, a 

research and teaching facility, located in 
Wahpeton. Scientists and volunteers there 
are collecting water quality data for a 
long-term study of area lakes, \\Chich 
began in 1999. Lang and other scientist 
there say, because of annual weather vari~ 
ances, it will take several more years of 
data collecting before the numbers will 
reveal accurate conclusions about the 
health of our lakes and the effect human 
activities are having on that health. 

In the meantime, observations over 
time by area residents and visitors. while 
not scientific. provide a valuable snapshot 
of how the lakes have changed. 

Lang, a resident of Iowa in his youth, 
attended classes at Lakeside Laboratory 
and enjoyed area lakes until leaving for a 
job in California in 1970. After an 18-year 
absence, he returned in 1988 to do 
research and teach at Lakeside Lab. 

"It was shocking how much it had 
changed," Lang said. "The riparian (edge) 
vegetation around the lakes and creek 
beds were gone. I used to hunt in that area. 
It was 50- to 100-feet-wide and was full of 

game. Now you can see the bank of every 
creek. The wood lots are gone. 

"The corn looked strange, too," Lang 
added. "The only corn I knew had leaves 
that bent over. Now the corn leaves were 
standing straight up. For about two hours 
I thought they were pineapple plants. 
Then someone set me straight." 

Bee Zeigler, who lives on Big Spirit 
Lake, said, ''And you could walk through 
the corn rows then; they were wide 
enough." 

''Oh yeah," Lang said, ·•we used to hunt 
in the corn fields, too. And coming back in 
1988, there were many more beans - soy· 
beans. too. Then that fall, I never saw so 
many big combines to harvest crops. 

''But I remember that spring was so dry 
and windy. I remember dust in the air and 
not a cloud to be seen on any day," contin­
ued Lang. "Well. the lll'st day I went out on 
West Lake Okoboji to conduct the usual 
water monitoring tests I was amazed. 

QUALITY 
continued on page 2B 

Governor Vllsack's Water Quality Summft drew 
Interest from water quality advocates through­
out the state. Several DJckfnaon County reel­
dents attended the event repre.aentlng MYeral 
different water quality organizations. 

• To see and hear opening remarks from the 
Governor's Water Quality Summit, by Governor Vllsack, 
Secretary of Agriculture Patty Judge, DNR Director 
Jeffrey Vonk, and EPA representative Jim Gulliford, go to: 
www.govemor.state.ia.usjvlde0/2003/index.html. 
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Meeting -Set to 
formalize Clean .-

Water Alliance 
BY DONNA BUELL 

SPECIAL TO THE DCN 

A re·organizational meet­
ing of the Dickinson County 
and Jackson County Clean 
Water Alliance will be held 
at 7 p.m. ThursdaJ: Jan. 15, at 
the Milford Community 
Building, 806 N Avenue, 
Milford. 

The Clean Water Alliance 
b~gan in the early 1990s to 
bring governmental and 
non·governmental organiza· 
tions together to improve 
communication and coordi· 
nation on water quality 
improvement projects. In 
L998, the Clean Water 
Alliance developed its first 
Long Range Water Plan -
with goals, objectives and 
lead organizations to imple· 
ment those objectives. 'T'he 
plan was updated in 2000 and 
will be updated again in 
2004 

citizens will be on hand, and 
EPA community facilitators 
will help gather input 
Coffee and cookies will be 
served. Doors open at 6:30 
p.m. and the meeting. will 
begin promptly at 7 p.m. 

Buell is the Dickinson 
County and Jackson County 
~lean Water Alliance 

, ~oordinator. 

At present, the Clean 
Water Alliance has over 60 
partners, but no formal 
membership, dues, structure 
or committees. Yet there is 
an ever stronger push from 
environmental agencies and 
granung sources to demon· 
strate collaboration and 
strengthen coordmation of 
expertise and resources to be 
eligible for funding. At the 
Jan. 15 meeting, attendees 
will discuss tf and how the 
Clean Water Alliance should 
formalize to meet this 
demand, as other watershed 
groups across the state are 

doing. f 
'T'he mee~ing will be hosted. 

by the D1ckmson County 
SoU and Water District 
Numerous agencies and non4 
governmental groups and 

FROM THE FISHERIES CORNER 

New technology helps 
analyze watershe 

BY MICHAEL HAWKINS 
SPECIAL TO THE DCN 

T
he Iowa Great Lakes has 
ong been recognized as 

one of the state's most valu­
able natural and economic 
resource areas. Various govern­
ment and community organiza· 
tions have worked hard to protect 
areas within our watershed in an 
attempt to preser.re or improve 
water quality. 

It has often been difficult to 
assess or quantify the success of 
these past efforts. New develop­
ing technology will help commu­
nities and natural resource pro­
fessionals measure the success of 
past efforts and help prioritize 
future watershed improvement 
work. 

This new technology includes 
Geographical Information 
Systems (GIS) and major 
advances in watershed modeling. 
A GIS has the ability to allow the 
incorporation and analysis of 
many layers of geographical 
data. 

Modeling inputs include oom­
ponents from soils maps, eleva· 
lion data, land-use and tillage 
practices, precipitation informa· 
tion, and others. Rainfall events 
can be simulated; potential soil 
erosion can be estimated; and 
nutrient inputs and sediment 
delivery to the lakes can be pre­
ructed. 

These tools will allow us to 
identify problems and focus 
watershed protection efforts and 
money into projects that will 
have the most significant water 
quality impacis. To date, soil ero­
sion and sediment delivery to the 
lakes have been modeled. 

The next step in this project 
will be to start modeling nutrient 
inputs from around the water· 
shed and begin modeling and 
monitoring urban/residential 
areas. The recent land-use 
assessment portion of this proj­
ect indicated a 22 percent 
increase in urban residential 
area since 1994. Much of this 
development is within just a few 

miles of the lakes, and it will be 
important to determine the 
Impact of this urban/residential 
development on water quality. 

Citizens in the communities 
around the Iowa Great Lakes 
realize the importanoe of our nat­
ural resources. The tools being 
used to analyze this complex 
watershed will assist the commu· 
nit:y in developing a comprehen· 
sive natural resource plan for 
prioritizing and implementing 
watershed improvements. 

The ultimate goal of this 
assessment and modeling 
process will be to help the com­
munity secure federal and state 
funds for protecting and 
unproving the water quality of 
the Iowa Great Lakes. Very 
few watersheds in tlle nation 
have incorporated these 
types of analyses into 
their natural resource 
plans. 

This analysis com­
bined with strong com­
munity support and 
involvement ..m make 
the Iowa Gn!lltLakes 
Watershed one of 
the leaders In 
securing 
watershed 
protection 
funds. 

spe. 
cializing in 
watusheds. 

-

IOWA 
GREAT 
LAKES 

WATERSHED 
SHEET, RILL 

EROSION 

This watershed 
map represents 
model output for 

potent•al sediment 
loss due to sheet 
and nU erosion. 
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The Dickinson Soil and 
Water Conservation 
District sponsored Its 
annual outdoor classroom 
Thursday for Dickinson 
County sixth-grade stu­
dents. The event Is held 
each year at the 
Kettle son-Hogsback 
nature area where stu· 
dents learn about the 
Importance of wetlands, 
boating and water safety, 
waterfowl, falconry, soils, 
scuba diving and snorkel· 
lng, wild flowers, soybean 
and corn byproducts, 
retriever dog filed trails 
and the Kettleson­
Hogsback area itself. 

Environmental Education 
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Group touts urban development 
that mimics Great Lakes nature 

8Y LYNN LAWS 
SPECIAL TO THE DCN 

AB cities grow, more people 
fmd jobs, shopping and social 
opportun ities multiply, and, 
in the case of the Lakes Area, 
more people from inside and 
outside of Iowa get to enjoy 
water sports activities in 
beautiful, blue lakes. But with 
all the good that urban growth 
brings, comes responsibility 
and the bard work of main­
taining the health of the natu­
ral areas within and around 
the cities - the health of the 
trees and other plants, the 
soil, the animals (including 
humans) the air and, of 
course, the water: 

"There's no place in Iowa 
where the economic health 
and life of the community is 
more dependent on water 
quality than the lakes 
region," says Wayne Petersen, 
Urban Conservationist for 
USDA Natural Resources 
Conservations Service. "Low 
impact development focuses 
on water quality. So we figure 
this region is a logical place to 
br'ing this concept to Iowa. If 
we can't make it work here, it 
will be difficult to make it 
work anywhere else in Iowa." 

Petersen is the driving force 
behind a local seminar senes 

MORE INFO 
~~ww:::'!a~::;e~p.;"u':,~ "Storm water run off goes directly into 
with a tour into the agricu!- the lake. A lot of people don't know that 
turallands in the lakes water- • ~The Historic Landscape of 
shed and featured the COnser- Or don't think abOUt that." lhe G1eat lakes Re~on; a 
vation work that farmers are oooday workshop for profes-

doing to protect water quality. - WAYNE PETERSEN, URBAN CONSERVATIONIST FOR USDA :=~~ =~~~~ ~~:~ 
Petersen says the low NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE ested in supporting the ere-

impact development prac- a1.1on of lake-friendly develop. 
tices, highlighted in the semi- ment practices. Will be held 

nar series, mimic the way had numerous projects in past Department of Natural ~~:~ ~!i. ~:n 
nature used to do the work of through state and federal Resources Conservation Center. Registration begins at 

flltering pollutants from our grants and they have all been Service, Iowa Department of 8:30a.m. with the workshOp 
water: aimed at agriculture. There is Agriculture Division of SoU ruMing from 9 a.m. to 4 

··Bela(~ ~pe;l!l...se$· , virtualJ.l<..oo ~=~Conser.:a~Jo1,1,1 Dick,ln~9n.Sqil, .. r -},:;;Z,rwe,~=:""' 
ment. .. the. landsca;pe at wlban areas--until now .. We 1..4and Water ConserV3.lion ~;e.reg 
absorbed the vast majority of really need to figure out how District and the Clean Water j ~ti~=;a~~712) 
pollutants. As the prairies we can get something signifi. Alliance. ~ 336-3782, extensiOn 3. 
were plowed, the soil degrad- cant done for our urban 
ed, and impervious surfaces areas." 
added, like parking lots, we Seminar organizers have 
created a run-off hydrology received 50 registrations to 
that carries pollutants into date and hope to sign up many 
the receiving waters, like more. They want to attract 
streams and lakes." city decision-makers, private 

An example of a city con- contractors. developers, 
struct that is part of a "run- design professionals, land­
off hydrology;'' is a parking scapers and interested citi· 
lol Oil and other petroleum zens to the series of work­
products from cars and shops. 
trucks move across the "First, is municipal officials 
impervious surface of the that set policy and regula­
parking lot and directly into tions," said Petersen. "lf they 
the city's storm water drains don't know about these 
and, from there, untreated, approaches, and don't under· 
into the lakes. stand how they provide eco-

"Storm water run off goes nomic and environmental 
directly into the lake. A lot of opportunities, then anything 
people don't know that or that looks contrary to existing 
don't think about that," said rules, they're likely not to 
Petersen. "Oils and grease, approve. So they are a key 
antifu!eze - any petroleum- audience." 
based products can either Berg says people should 
enter directly into the lake or attend for the outstanding 
be handled by the soil. We presenters. 
want to get them inflltrated "Normally people would 
into the soil to let the soil han- have to go to a national con· 
dle them. Microbes in the soil vention to obtain this caliber 
will gobble them up. and quality of information," 

Microbes like carbon." said Berg. 
One of the key features of The Sept. 17 session will 

low impact development (LID) review original land survey 
is to include into storm water notes and provide a picture of 
management practices that the pre-settlement landscapes 
are aimed at protecting water around the lakes and how this 
quality. information can be used to 

"Historically we have design natural water flltra­
focused on flood control as the tion systems. The day will 
number one hazard and right- conclude witll visits to wood· 
ly so - this is important. But land areas on the east shore of 
we need to add water quality West Lake. For more informa­
into storm water manage. tion on thls seminar and 
ment - managing frequent, monthly workshops to follow, 
lower-intensity storms," said call (712) 336-3782, extension 3. 
Petersen. "Historically we The seminar series is pro­
have managed the large cata- vided by the Dickinson Soil 
strophic type events that and Water Conservation 
cause flooding. Now we have District Commissioners with 
to manage little storms, the funds from a grant through 
half-inch rain falls. The vast the Envirorunental Protection 
majority of pollutant loads Area and additional grants 
are delivered in the frrst flush from the Dickinson Water 
of big storms and il1 frequent Quality Commission and the 
small storms. This is what Farm Bureau Federation. 
really impacts water quality.'' Seminar series organizers 

Orville Berg, West include Dickinson County 
Okobojian, Soil Dlstrict Conservation Board and 
Commissioner and Chair of Foundation, Iowa State 
the Clean Water Alliance University Extension, 
attended the ftrst seminar in Friends at Lakeside Lab, 
June and registered for the Spirit Lake Protective 
September 17 workshop. Association, East Okoboji 

"1 want to see the new ideas Lake Improvement 
;__~.::~o:.:i~t:.:np~;,.t.~_.o.i:~il!c~~tn..Jg""-lo .. u_r _.e,.nv._l..,ro.,n,.-__.c,.o .. rpmoration, '.L'I"

1
"0kobo:.;ji _ ___ _..,.....,._,.....,~ _ _...._._....._ __ • ____ ._, __ . ______ ~----------



Jt?~a1n garden expert to 
speak in Spirit Lake 

BY LYNN LAWS 
DCN CONTRIBliTOR 

On Friday, Oct. 15, Lakes 
Area property owners, city 
planners, builders and oth· 
ers will have another 
opportwtity to learn how 
to protect the lakes and 
their drinking water, while 
allowing for urban devel­
opment. 

Larry Coffman 
Associate Director of the 
Prince George's County, 
Maryland's Department of 
Environmental Resources, 
will be the presenter for 
this third of 10 Low Impact 
Development workshops, 
being sponsored by the 
Dickinson Soil and Water 
Conservation District and 
the Dickinson Clean Water 
Alliance. 

"Larry is truly recog­
nized as a national leader 
on low impact develop­
ment. I'm really glad we 
could pluck hun out of the 
sky for a day He will be m 
L.A. all week and then 
Minnesota, then us and 
then Maryland," said 
Wayne Petersen, llrban 
Conservationist for the 
U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Natural 
Resources Conservations 
Service. He is one of the 
experts spearheadmg this 
series of workshops on low 
impact development. 

Coffman has over 30 
years of experience in 
storm water management. 
flood control and compre­
hensive watershed plan· 
ning and restoration. He 
has authored numerous 
papers and articles on 
storm water management 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS 

Low Impact Development practices mimic nature 
to provide water quality and economic benefits. 
This water retention area for Lakes Business Park 
(top) in Spirit Lake mimics a natural area near 
Lake Park In Dickinson County (bottom). 

'LOWIMPRCT 
DEVELOPMENT 

101' 
FR IDAY, OCT. 15 

Village West ComentJon 
Center 
H1ghway 86, Spmt Lake 
Continuing EducatiOn 
Cred1ts are available for aU 
workshops in this 
serles.Ca11 {712) 336-3782, 
ext. 3 to reg1ster 

Next workshop In the series: 
Fnday. Nov. 19 
"Better Site Des1gn" 
Ca11 (712) 33&3782, elrt. 3 
for more 1nformauon 

and pioneered the develop­
ment of the innovative 
storm water management 
practices of b10retention 
or "rain gardens" and is 
the principal author of 
Prince George's County's 
national award·winning 
"Low Impact Development 

Design Manual." 
His manual "was the 

first pubhcation that I 
found that put some legs 
under this idea that there 
are new alternatives to 
managing storm water 
that also provide water 
quality and economic ben­
efits," Petersen said. 

Friday's workshop will 
provide information on 
rain gardens and other 
low-impact development 
techniques, case studies, 
cost considerations. 
upkeep and lessons 
learned. Workshop plan­
ners say there is still space 
available for anyone inter­
ested in attending this 
workshop. 

"This series is low 
impact development 101, so 
people don't need to be an 
ex-pert," Petersen said. 
"With each session their 
knowledge base grows." 

Design~ There will 
also be diScus­
sion of exlstmg 
codes and ordi­
nances. Can 712· 
33S.3782. elrt. 3 
for more inrorma· 
tlon 

pa;,l 3UI:I. llt:W UCVt:IU}Jillt:lll teCnnOIO):;It::l. 1\:, We 

"1 spent the early part of my life urbanize, we can systematically destroy 
destroying: straightening streams." the physical systems that protect our 
Coffman said to over 50 Iowans gathered waters - plants and soils and with them 
to hear him speak in Spirit Lake in late their ability to purify and absorb water 
October Or, we can integrate them mto our 

Coffman says his destructive work designs, Coffman says. 
began early, at the age of 12. That's when Coffman is well known for encouraging 
he got his work permit and joined his the use of rain gardens, "a water quality 
father's contracting business, construct· practice in which plants and soils remove 
ing storm drain pipes, in Prince George pollutants from storm water. Planted in 
County, in Washington State. When low·lying areas, rain gardens contain 
Coffman graduated from college in 1974, specific layers of soil, sand and organic 
his degree and his early work with his mulch. These layers natw·ally filter rain-
!fif~IL ., wct,, h \o. 'f " ,iJ!l,J,\*''mil"a~p.IJi@!Jl!!ftl! fie i>9W't§jljl>f!Pil[ ncl_ 
'Wft!lftrllgto't'l amt'al1' rrrJSS1B ~~~hemtcals bullf Up 00 ,Q.l.IX• fStV't\S and 
which also managed storm water by pip· driveways. Ramwater m· Ms~~Prc1f"Up 
ing it off the land and into surroundmg pollutants a& It pas through our 
waters. Along the way, he watched and atmosphere on its way to the ground.'' 

Some suggested neid 
steps for the Iowa Great 

watershed and make 
regional plans; research 
reg1onal d1fferences 

According to the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency, polluted runoff is 
the No.1 water quality 
problem In the U.S. 

• Develop and publish 
home-owner guidelines 
specific to the lakes Area 

• Create a web page for 
specific users With lots of 
mformat1on and voluntary 
implementation guide­
lines 

• Provide meetJOgs on 
implementation issues 
related to these new tech­
niques and ideas 

• Implement res1dent1al 
and commercial demon­
sttatJon proJects 

~ ::~-:~-:::"' - . 
• Make low Impact 
Development requ1red 
reaming for builders and 
other development profes-
sionals 

• Look at the ent1re 

• Urge government agen­
Cies to set an example 
with their cap1tal Improve­
ment programs for gw­
emment bulld1ngs and 
grounds and redevelop. 
ment codes. 

'II! .... ·,.,., 
. . -~ . . . 

Rain gardens are abun­
dant In Maplewood, Minn., 
a city that has created a 
rain garden Incentive pr~ 
gram for home owners. 

In attendance at the October seminar 
sponsored by Dickinson Soil and Water 
Conservation District and many lakes 
associations, were developers, citizens, 
consultants, scientist, municipal and 
state government workers, developers. 
and landscape architects. 

"I'm an exact stereotype of what he 
presented. He was talking about how 
public works have been trained to get rid 
of storm water, rather than use it," said 
Dickinson County Engineer Dan Eckert. 

Eckert ca.Us the new development tech­
nologies "permanent solutions perfect 
fqr the lakes are~ " 

'f'he new low impact development tech· 
noH~g~es provide creative ways to design 
buildings, malls, parking lots, yards. 
driveways, and other urban structures in 

a way that holds water on site for as long 
as POSSible. 

"All our storm sewers eventually lead 
to a lake, and. my goodness, if we can fLI. 
ter the heavy metals and chemical fertil­
iZers through bio-retention cells (rain 
gardens), we're really addressmg both 
issues of quantity (flood control) and 
quality," Eckert said. 

Coffman talked about celebrating and 
utilizing rain water, rather than thinking 
of it as something we have to move to the 
nearest storm drain. 

"We can't keep using old thinking and 
technologies that were developed 40 
years ago for different purposes and rea­
sons. As Einstein said, ·you can't solve 
today's problems with the same thinking 
that created them.'" 





Water 
quality 
commission 
funds clean 
water 
projects 

BY GREG DREES 
SPECIAL TO TH E DCN 

The Dickinson County 
Water Quality Commission 
on Monday night granted 
funds totaling $133,732 to 
seven of 10 applicants seek· 
ing money for clean water 
projects. 

"The commission funded a 
wide diver<ity of water qual· 
it} applications that wUI 
enhance the natural 
resources of Dickmson 
County,"' said acting chair 
Darryl Halling. 

The commission, which 
beb<ins with an annual fund· 
ing pool of $200,000 through 
assessments made in a 28E 
agreement With the munici· 
pahlles and the county. 
accepts project applications 
each year and grades them 
on a ranking system. The 
seven projects that the com­
misswn approved on 
Monday range in diversity 
from a lakeside praine 
restoration and water quali· 
ty monitoring to infiltration· 
based storm water manage­
ment. Two dredging projects 
and an infrastructure project 
were denied fundmg because 
they falled to meet the com­
mission's minimum ranking 
standard. 

The Dickinson County 
group is a one-of-a-kind 
water quality commission in 
the state. It is designed as a 
funding mechanism to pre· 
serve and enhance water 
quali1y in the county. The 
commission was estallhlllled 
m 1999 and is comprised of 
18 voting members. To date, 
the Dickinson County Water 
Quality Commission - when 
considering the matching 
moneys that project appli· 
cants have received from fed· 
eral. state and local sources­
has funded literally millions 
of dollars in clean water 
projects throughout the 
county 

OK'D PROJECTS 
In the FY06 fundJn& cycle, 
the commlulon on Monday 
niCIII approved the lollowlnC 
projects: 

B DICKINSON COUNTY 
SOIL AND WATER 
CONSERVAnON DISTRICT • 
$52,175 for demonstration 
Sites of 1nf1ltration-based 
storm water management 
practices that protect water 
quality. 

B DICKINSON COUNTY 
SOIL AND WATER 
CONSERVAnDN DI511UCT · 
$24.352 for tl1e - Great 
Lakes Clean water Alliance 
project to manage tl1e CWAs 
strategic plan by coordJnat· 
1ng, educating, communlcat 
ing, funding and priorttizjng 
watershed prOjeCtS. 

B IOWA DEPARTTIIENT OF 
NATURAL RESOURCES • 
$38,000 for a towa Great 
Lakes watershed light dete<> 
liOn and rangtng project, a 
system that produces a 
dense netwol1< of elevation 
data use to improYEt water· 
shed model1ng efforts. 

B SILVER LAKE 
PROTECT11/E ASSDCtAnON 
- $1,250 for startup 
resources for a protective 
association to formulate 
plans for water qoalrty Prtor 
ects tn the Stiver Lake 
watershed. 

B FRIENDS OF L.AIIESIOE 
LAB - $7,325 for water qual· 
1ty monltonng in nine 
Dickinson County lak~s to 
develop a database of in­

lake nutrient revels. 

B DICKINSON COU• TY 
CONSERVATION BOARD 
AND FRIENDS OF 
LAKESIDE LAB • $7.185 for 
a graduate student to serve 
as JOint intern for erMron­
mental education for both 
entities. 

B TRIBOJI BEACH 
BETTERMENT 
ASSOCIATION · $3.445 for 
a prairie restorauon protect 
at the north end of West 
Lake OkoboJi 
The oommtsstrn denied 
fund1ng for the followtng 
I)(Ojects based on the fail­
ure of the applications to 
meet minimum ranking stan­
dards: 

B WAHPETON CANALS 
PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION 
· $40,000 for a Wahpeton 
canals dredgmg proJect. 

BEAST OKOBOJI BEACH, 
INC.· $30.000 for a 
drainage and tnfrastructure 
project 

B LAKES AREA WATER 
TRAILS, INC. $120.000 
for a dredgmg restoratton 
proJect at Turtle Lake. 

• 
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Farm Bureau recognizes Nielsen 

CONTRIBlfTEO PHOTO 

Phyllis Nielsen of Milford (left) received the Dickmson County Farm Bureau 
recognHion award at the Iowa Farm Bureau Federation (IFBF) annual meeting in 
Des Moines Dec. 1. Cra1g Hill, IFBF vice president, made the presentation to 
Nielsen, who is the county Farm Bureau past-president. 

Dickinson County Farm Bureau received gold star recognition for its 2004 !Jro­
grams in membership, policy development, policy implementation, county action, 
public relatiol,ls, ag in the classroom, rural and community development, leader· 
ship development and political effectiveness. 

Gold stars recognize outstanding ach;evement while silver stars show above 
average achievement. 



Clean Water Alliance to hold quarterly meeting 
The next quarterly meeting for 

the Dickinson Clean Water 
Alliance will be held at 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, Dec. 2, at the Milford 
Commumty Building, 1009 9th 
Street in Milford. 

The Clean Water Alliance is in 
the process of updating the long. 
range watershed strategic plans 
for the Iowa Great Lakes and 
Silver Lake. 

The Clean Water Alliance water­
shed plan is a strategy for effec-

tively preserving and restoring 
the Lakes area's native aquatic 
ecosystem. The plan serves to 
guide !he coordinated efforts of 
the Dickinson Clean Water 
Alliance and its partners for the 
years 2005 Ihrough 2008. The plan 
also serves as an evaluation tool 
for the Dickinson County Water 
Quality Commission and other 
current and potential funding 
partners. 

Among the items to be discussed 

at !he upcoming quarterly meet­
ing is a proposed watershed eihic 
of environmental sustainability, 
i.e., that current economic or 
recreational activity within the 
watershed leaves an undimin­
ished and Unill\Palred. stock of 
environmental goods for future 
generations. Also proposed are 
watershed goals relating to native 
biological diversity, infiltration 
practices, impaired waters and 
high quality waters. 

New Laser Technology 
for Iowa Great Lakes 

Composting garbage saves d-:2-3-0S. 

soils, money and protects waters 

BY LYNN LAWS 
DCN CONTRIBUTOR 

tered. 
"Everyone has limits on 

time and money So if a com-
Wke Hawkins, a research munity decides to pursue 

biolo~ist. with Iowa DNR, new, development techniques, 
Flshencs Bureau, in Spirit !his will help us prioritize 
Lake, b already looking for- what areas will benefit most," 
ward to spring, when an air· Hawkins said. 
plane and las~r will provide a The Dickinson County 
missing piece to the puzzle of Water Quality Commission is 
how to keep Iowa Great Lakes providing $38,000, half of !he 
pristine. fuhds for the LIDAR map· 

Hawkins is one of several ping. The olher S38,000 will 
area professionals who have come from a combination of 
been attending !he monlhly state and local funding. 
Low Impact Development Many details must still be 
seminars in Spirit Lake. decided. But Hawkins is hop­
Hawkins says they have been ing for the fly-over to occur in 
learning new, natw·al ways to early spring, when there is no 
manage storm water, a major crop cover or leaves on trees 
source of pollution for lakes. to block the laser beams. 
Participants have been anx- Hawkins will present more 
ious to put their new knowl· information about the new 
edge to work, but haven't had LIDAR teclmology and new 
the local data !hey need. aerial photographs of !he 

"The data layer holding us Great Lake; Area at !he next 
up to make decisions or try to Low Impact Development 
represent our watershed on a Workshop, Friday, Dec. 17, at 
~maller scale was our water· the Village West Convention 
shed data- !he data we can get Center, Highway 86, in Spirit 
with the LIDAR technology," Lake. 
Hawkins said. Hawkins has attended all 

An advanced, highly accu- but !he first Low Impact 
rate system called LIDAR Development (LID) seminar 
(light detection and ranging) and is on !he LID coordinat­
involves laser pulses of light ing committee. 
shot to the ground from an "They (LID seminars) have 
airplane. As the light hits !he been fantastic.! am Ihorough­
ground. the technology ly impressed. Urban planning 
returns highly accurate and is not my job, but it's an 
detailed elevation informa- important part of· !he 
tion. says Hawkins. process. I see the other people 

"LlDAR takes millions or - county, landscaping ru·ms, 
data points off !he ground city, etc. really enjoying !he 
and keeps track of that infor· process. It makes sense to 
mation That allows us to rep- them. Everyone knows how 
resent the landscape in the important our water is in the 
compute-r. We will be able to lowa Great Lakes. These sem­
see where water accumulates inars help them know how 
and flows over a street, or a they can do thetr jobs better. 
slope of land and !he length These presentations have 
of U1e slope. So we'll have pre- shown how low impact devel­
cise information of how opment makes sense econom-

,, water flows on. Ihe..o.J~ver,yone has- limitM 
scape," Hawkins ~aid time and money: These prac-

Ha\vkins says that along tices will bring costs down. 
w-ith aerial photos. this infor- That turns peoples' heads. We 
mahon wiU let planners and are all looking at the bottom 
others know how much land line," Hawkins said. 
flows to each storm sewer In addition to Hawkins 
outlet. how much of that is presentation, Avery Patillo, 
grass versus pavement, how from the U.S. Department of 
much is made up of roof tops, Agriculture, Natural 
and more. This kind of Resources Conservation 
detailed information is what Services, will present about 
de,·eloper~. planners, 'Green Infrastructure." 
buildPrs. architects and oilier 
professionals need to know in 
order to determine where 
rainfall is being filtered 
Ihrough soil and plant roots 
before entering !he lakes and 
where it is going directlY. into 
!he lakes without being m-

• For more information 
about this and other upcom­
ing workshops, call the 
Dickinson Soil and Water 
Conservation District at 712-
336-3782, extension 3. 

BY LYNN LAWS 
DCN CONTRIBUTOR 

Failure to control run off 
and erosion at construction 
sites after a rairi storm, is 
costly for land developers 
and construction companies. 
It also pollutes receiving 
waters, like lakes and 
streams, with sediment. 

In fact, sediment is the 
number one pollutant of U.S. 
waters, says Jay Michels, 
with Minnesota Erosion 
Cont(ol Association. 

An , extted:le example tif' 
sediment pollution is !he 
case of the Mississippi River, 
where rain waters, having 
washed over construction 
sites, agricultural fields and 
other land disturbances in 
!he watershed have released 
sediments, either directly 
into !he Mississippi or into 
storm sewers which drain 
into the Mississippi. These 
sediments have moved into 
the river's receiving waters 
at !he Gulf of Mexico and 
have caused a 9,000 square 
mile dead zone. But all 
waters, including the Iowa 
Great Lakes, are threatened 
by sediment and even the 
smallest of construction 
sites can cause havoc to 
water bodies. 

Experts believe that at 
least part of tlLe solution lit­
erally Lies in our home trash 
bins and the trash bins of 
food producers, paper pro· 
ducers and some other man· 
ufacturers. 

Stacie Johnson, with 
Organic Matters of Cedar 
Rapids, who boasts she has 
made a career out of 
garbage, shared her expert­
ise with northwestern Iowa 
citizens, professionals and 
municipal and county lead-
ers at Low Impact 
Development seminar, 
Friday, in Spirit Lake. 

Johnson says that rather 
than sending organic by­
products from these trash 
bins to landftlls, they can be 
made into quality compost, 
through a controlled and 
accelerated decomposition 
process, which kills weed 
seeds and disease-causing 
agents. ln turn, two inches of 
!his compost, applied on soil, 
even if the soil is compacted 
or frozen, will slow storm 
water run-off, trap sedi· 
ments, reduce eros1on, 
encourage the quick growth 
of seed plantings and sup­
press weeds in the subsoil. 

Johnson shared the results 
of a three-year study, con· 
ducted at Iowa State 
University which showed, 
compared to conventionally 
seeded post-construction 
slopes of land, composted 
and seeded post-construc­
tion slopes will have 80 per­
cent less storm water run· 
off, 99 percent less sediment 

loss. 99 percent less nutrient 
run-off and 75 percent less 
weeds. Conventional seeding 
involves planting seed 
directly into the compacted 
subsoil !hat's left after road 
construction or putting 
down a layer of top soil 
before seeding. Conventional 
seeding often requires work­
ers to return to sites to 
reseed and apply herbicides. 

The $189,000, three-year 
study was funded by the 
Iowa Department of Natural 
Reso~rces and cospomored 
by the lowaDepartment·'ot' 
Transportation. The DNR 
was attempting to divert· 
waste from landfills and find 
more customers for the com-

''A compos ted 
and seeded 

post-construc­
tion slope will 

have 80 percent 
less storm 

water run-off, 
99 percent less 
sediment loss, 
99 percent less 

nutrient run-off 
and 75 percey,t 

less weeds. 

post, says Tom Glan\'ille, 
associate professor of agri­
cultural and biosystems 
engineering and a project 
leader for the research proj­
ect. 

Iowa currently has close to 
80 facilities, handling 
350,000 tons of organics per 
year and turning that mate­
rial into a compost product, 
say experts. 

The DOT had its reasons 
for supporting the project, 
too, Glanville said. 

"Their motivation is to 
reduce erosion and water­
quality impacts following 
new road construction. They 
have to meet federal erosion 
control requirements set 
forth by the Federal 
Highway Administration ,'' 
Glanville said in a 2001 inter­
view. 

But a new phase of the 
Clean Water Act now 
expands the definition of 
who must control erosion on 
construction sites to include 
anyone involved in construc­
tion which disturbs an acre 
or more of land, said 
Johnson. 

This creates a need for 
trained contractors all over 
the state. To this end, 
Johnson provides a clinic to 
help contractors adopt prac­
tices that control erosion, 
including installation of 
compost blankets. ln addi· 
tion , she provides rainwater 

audits for individual home­
owners, businesses, church­
es, etc. Audits determine a 
land area's capacity to 
retam its moisture and its 
soil. 

Johnson is also working 
wiih a policy group !hat is 
addressing incorporating 
soil-saving practices into 
municipal standards. 

Iowa compost producers 
and information on Iowa 
companies with specialized 
compost appfit!atiori.siiijlllP;m 
llle.Q\ e;m ~if~<l'll·tbW~il 
Department of Resow;l'es' 
web page at ww\V.I!\\11-
chiowa.com. 



Budget debate begins: Cut o 3-o~-o~­

spending, raise taxes or both? 
BY DAVID JOHNSON 

STATE SENATOR 

"State government needs to 
throw away the credit card." 

That was U1e message last 
week from State Auditor 
David Vaudt, a certified pub­
lic accountant and a voice 
that's needed in the executive 
branch. He spoke with Senate 
Republicans just days before 
the governor submits his 
budget proposal for next fis­
cal year. Vaudt also is meet­
:ng with key Democrats in 
the equally divided Senate. 

Once Governor Vilsack's 
budget is presented, the vari­
ous legislative appropriations 
committees can begin to work 
in earnest comparing his 
spending and tax priorities 
with theirs. During those diS· 
cussions. we sholild keep in 
mind what colild be called the 
state auditor's Condition of 
the Budget message. 

Let's start with the red ink 
As of June 30, 2004, Vaudt 
said. state government is 
holding a past-due note of 
$550 million. That's the 
amount of money that is obli­
gated to be repaid under law 
after being borrowed from the 
Semor Living Trust, the 
Tobacro Trust, the Economic 
Emergency Fund, and other 
reserve and special accounts. 
Another $930 million has no 
repayment plan. And more 
than S-100 million of surplus 
cash has been spent not to 

Add it all up, and the state 
has spent $1.9 billion more 
than revenues collected over 
the past four years 

Spending is tbe issue, 
Vaudt said. The growth in 
spending is not sustainable. 
The state lacks a long-range 
financial plan Without tough 
decisions by lawmakers tlils 
session, he said, the pain 
from the consequences of the 
spending spree will only 
worsen. 

If tax increases are pro­
pose<!. and many believe they 
will be included in the gover­
nor's budget plan. legislators 
must also take into account 
the consequences of higher 
taxes. Vaudt said 

His recommendations: 
Don't spend more than is 
taken in. Stop borrowing 
from reserve funds set aside 

for other purposes. Consider 
a two-year budget process, 
rather than setting budgets a 
year at a time. Develop a 
repayment plan for borrowed 
funds now. And be up front 
with the taxpayers of Iowa on 
which borrowed funds will 
not be repaid and the conse­
quences of those decisiOns. 

Among some legislators, 
there's anticipation that after 
we adjourn in late April or 
early May, the state gammg 
commission will approve new 
casino licenses U1at will pro­
vide tax revenues needed to 
start new programs, or even 
to finance borrowing up to 
$800 million for the Grow 
Iowa Values Fund. Such a 
view is anything but a long­
range fmancial plan. 

Since more casinos in Iowa 
are a sure bet within the next 
two years, it wolild be much 
sounder to cancel the credit 
card and use new gambling 
taxes to begin erasing the 
debt, especially the millions 
owed to the Senror Living 
Trust. 

CONSERVATION 
FUNDS RESTORED 

At the start of the session, I 
introduced legislation to 
restore funds to provide reim· 
bursements for expenses, 
including travel and training, 
for soil and water conserva· 
lion ·district comm,i 'lianers. 
Agriclilture Secrei!U> 'Patty 
Judge last year took away 
those funds for .comrmssion­
ers' mileage costs. The bill to 
correct that action was unan­
imously passed last week by 
the Senate Agriculture 
Committee, which I co-chair. 

Each soil and water conser­
vation district in Iowa is man­
aged by five commissioners 
who are elected by local vot­
ers. Commissioners receive 
no salary and serve as volun­
teers. They work with 
landowners to promote sus­
tainable agnclilture practices 

that protect our soil and 
water Commissioners 
deserve to have some expens­
es reimbursed. The 
Legislature thanks them for 
their service. 

I also thank the northwest 
Iowa commissioners who 
contacted me about this issue, 
and the Conservation 
Districts of Iowa and Iowa 
Department of Agriculture 
and Land Stewardship for 
working out an agreement to 
resolve the issue. 

BUILDING BRIDGES 

The International Rf 
Commtttee assists in 
ing communication b 
the Iowa Legislature a 
eign governments. Ml 
of the committee me1 
foreign government of 
provide information 
state and local demt 
institutions, and help 
the development of trt 
foreign markets. 

THE DICKINSON COUN!:_Y NEWS 

Recently I was asked t 
the committee and h~ 
hesitation 111 agreeir 
serve. It's truly an hone 
a responsibility to be 
seriously. Iowa has a Jon 
dition of sharing our ' 
renowned hospitality 
people from other nat 
Farm exports are at rt 
levels, and Iowa benefits 
that increase in trade. 

My first opportunity 
the committee will bf 
week when we host a d 
tJon from the State Asst 
of Sabah located in 
Malaysia in southeast 
This international excl 
is the first of its kind be 
a state legislature ii 
United 1Stale91and a ph! 
ilahey1\hisliirl'!:ourll'r9 

Y6ur questions and' 
ments are al\vays wei 
You can reach me in tht 
Senate by calling (Slo 
3371 or by e-ma, 
david.johnson(a legis.st 
us. 

--

CONTRIBlJTEO PHOTO 

An Iowa State University study has shown that using compost after construction will 
have better results and cost less In the long run, than using traditional methods of 
revagetating post-construction areas. The lush, green slope Is a result of using com­
post, mixed with seed. The seeds sprout in just five days and the area is fully vege­
tated In six weeks. The weedy slope resulted after the traditional seeding and 
mulching. Photos taken In 

David Johnso> Des Moines and provided by the Natural Resource Conservation Service. 
Ocheyedan represents ---­
Senate District 3 - all of Cia)\ 
Dickinson. O'Brien and 
Osceola counties, and part of 
Sioux County. 



22 % increase in 
Urban I Residential 
- 1994 
-2002 

CONTRIBI.ITEO PHOTO 

Dlcld- County's population grew 22 percent between 1994 and 2000. A Spirit Lake seminar will focus on lake­
frtendly realdentlal growth. 

Lake-friendly residential 
development on tap for March seminar 

IY LYNN LAWS 
DCN CONTRIBUTOR 

The desire to preserve the 
good health of the Iowa Great 
Lakes has been the driving 
force behind monthly Low 
Impact Development (LID) 
seminars held in Spirit Lake, 
over the last seven months. 
Experts from around the coun· 
try have shown how linking 
natural resource conserva­
tion, smart urban design and 
innovative storm water man­
agement techniques are work­
ing to protect water resources. 

On March 18, semmar par· 
ticipants will hear from an 
expert closer to home. Urban 
Conservationist Jay Riggs her· 
aids from Farmington, Mmn., 
a cit}' of 6,tiOO,located agproxi­
mately 20 miles south of 
MinneaPolis. 'l'Wo branches of 
the Vermillion River run 
through it. Like towns m 
Dickinson County, it has been 
facing typical development 
pressures. Residents, profes­
sionals and officials in his 
county have worked to balance 
the needs to protect water 
quality and natural resources 
with the rights of private prop­
erty owners. 

Riggs will share Low Impact 
Development (LID) case stud· 
ies and photographs from 
areas which have climate and 
rainfall patterns similar to 
Dickinson County's. 

Unlike previous presenters, 
Riggs will focus on residential 
controls, storm water treat· 
ment at the lot level 

''The predominant land use 
in any commun1ty is residen­
tial... we will fail to protect 
water quality unless we adopt 
better practices to manage 
storm water at the residential 
level," saJd Wayne Peterson, 
LID seminar organizer and 
Urban Conservatiorust for the 
USDA Natural Resources 
Conservations Service in 
Coralville. 

"Water quality in the Iowa 

Great Lakes is impacted by 
urban runoff. S,torm water 
from parking lots, roads, roofs, 
and residential lots rushes off 
the landscape into storm sew­
ers that convey urban runoff 
directly to the lakes. Storm 
water does not receive treat­
ment to purify it, like waste 
water does. Sediment, oil, 
grease, antifreeze, lawn fertil· 
izers, pesticides, heavy metals, 
and bactena can all be deliv­
ered to a lake in storm water 
runoff," Peterson said. 

Riggs and Peterson say an 
old solution has been to retain 
storm water in detention 
basins. 

''Piping storm water into a 
pond will not, in most cases. 
protect receiving waters," 
Riggs said. 

Peterson agrees. 
"Detention basins control 

the rate that storm water Is 
released to receiving waters. 
Controlling the rate of release 
keeps peak flows down to min­
imize flooding. But detention 
basins don't capture much of 
the pollutant loads and they 
don't do anythmg to reduce 
the volume of runoff that is 
shed," Peterson srud. 

Peterson says a new era of 
storm water management 
techniques focus on ''low 
intensity rains, which constl· 
tute over 90 percent of annual 
precipitation." The new tech· 
niques have the goal of absorb­
ing storm waters on site. 

"lf we infUtrate more and 
shed less runoff we will put 
pollutants into the soil profile 
where microbes will break 
them down. Instead of shed· 
dmg dirty runoff to the lakes, 
the goal is to make most rain­
fall infiltrate and move to the 
lake as clean groundwater 
flows," Peterson said. 

"This course will provide 
mdividuals insight about resi· 
dential approaches we are tak­
mg in Minnesota," said Rtggs. 

Riggs says city engineers, 

plannmg and zoning profes­
sionals, site designers, the 
planning and development 
community, DNR employees, 
water quality activists and 
others will fmd his workshop 
interesting and informative. 

Seminar organizers are 
encouraging regular attendees 
to brmg a friend to the semi· 
nar on Friday, March 18, to be 
held from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
Village West Convention 
Center in Spirit Lake. A $10 fee 
for newcomers will cover the 
cost of the one-day semmar 
and lunch. But registrants 
must pre-register by Monday, 
March 14; otherwise the fee is 
SIS at the door and lunch will 

Urban Erosion and Sedunent 
Control Program. As part of 
this program he reviews site 
plans, provides techtllcal assis­
tance to local murucipalities, 
conducts construction site 
inspections, and coordinates 
enforcement activities. His 
other duties include coordinat· 
ing land protection efforts, 
designing and mstalling 
stream hank and shoreline sta­
bilization projects, promoting 
low impact development, pro­
viding tecbrucal assistmce 
about innovative storm water 
management practices, and 
conducting erosion control 
trainings. 

be available only as quantities • For more information, or to 
permit. register for this or other 

. R1iiiS-1S::all'UEban COBSe om.ing .selllilla.r.s. -_caU 
tiOIIJIIOWithtkliQlkotlt<i:oliJIIJ'm>J.taxin& at the Dickinson Soil 
Soil and Water-Conservation •and Water Conservation 
DistncL At the Dakota SWCD, • ,l;l.iWictotliCl!.Jit (712) 336-3762, 
Jay is responsible for the extension 3. 
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You live in an area of the state that is 

growing. 

Friday, 
9a.m. 

Village West 
Spirit 

nre.-.--ililtil!!IF'hv Monday, March 14; 
otherwise the price is $15 

and lunch wiD be provided only if quantities permit. 



USDA announces sign-up for 
grassland reserve program 
mo......Jt .;J ~ ~oo-r 

Sign-up for the Grassland tlon will be accepted on a will conserve vulnerable 
Reserve Program (GRP) is continuous basi~ at local grasslands from conversion 
underway in field offices USDA service centers. All to cropland or other uses and 
across the state. This volun- applications received prior conserve valuable grass­
tary program helps protect to March 25, 2005, will be lands by helping maintain 
valuable grasslands from ranked and from those appli- viable ranching operations. 
conversion to other land cations funds will be allocat- GRP may offer producers 
uses, thus helpmg to ensure ed according to ranking. several enrollment options: 
this national resource is Once funding has been permanent easements, 30-
available to future genera- exhausted, elig ible appli- year easements, rental 
lions. cants will remain on file agreements (10, 15, 20 or 30-

agreement. 
For restoration agree­

ments, USDA pays up to 90 
percent of the restoration 
costs on grassland and 
shrubland that has never 
been cultivated and not more 
than 75 percent on restored 
grassland and shrubland 
(land that once was cultivat­
ed). 

Grasslands make up the until additional funding year duration) and restora­
largest land cover on becomes available. tlon agreements. For perma­
Amerlca's private lands. The Farm Service Agency, nent easements, USDA 
Privately-owned grasslands Natural Resources makes a payment based on 
and shrublands cover more Conservation Service, and the fair market value of the 
than 525 million acres m the Forest Service are coordinat- property less the grazmg 
United States. For the fir t ing Implementation of GRP, value. For 30-year ease­
time, the U.S. Department of which helps landowners ments, USDA pays 30 percent 
Agriculture will d1rect restore and protect grass- of what would be paid for a 
financial re ources and tech- land, rangeland, pasture- permanent easement For 
nical expertise to hPip land, shrubland and certain rental agreements, USDA 
landowners protect and other lands and provides pays 75 percent of the graz­
restore these lands. assistance for rehabilitating ing value in annual pay-

To participate in GRP, 
offers must be private land 
that includes at least 40 con­
tiguous acres. Additional eli­
gibility cnteria are available 
at your local USDA Service 
Center. 

For more information 
about GRP and other conser-
vation programs, contact 
your local USDA Service 
Center at (712)336-3782, or 
online at 
http:-· /offices.usda.goVI. Applications for participa- grasslands. The program ments for the length of the 

Conservation Board 
announces Earth 
Week activities Ap::"~; 

The Dickinson County 
Conservation Board, 
Dlrkmson County Soil & Water 
Conservation District. and the 
Conservation Foundation of 
Dickinson County present 
Earth Week 2005 AprillB-23. 

The week-long celebration 
mcludes a new kick ofT 
event this Sunday 

''A new event 
added to our 
calendar this 
year IS on 
Sunday. 
April 17th:· 
s a 1 d 
Dickinson 
County 
Naturalist 
Barbara 
Tagam1 
"Friends of 
Lakeside Lab will have a 
Spring Hike and Lakeside Lab 
Tour st.'lrting at 2 p.m. with 
Jane huttleworth." 

Other Earth Week acttvities 

include a bird watch. an Earth 
Day evening celebration and 
an EnVIronmental Learmng 
Fair 

"This year's environmental 
learnmg frur has great speak­
ers.·· said Tagami. "Some of 
the lectures will emphasize 

LID (Low Impact 
Development) prac­

tices in an effort 
to support and 

continue to 
educate the 
public about 
how to 
incorporate 
more envi­
ronmentally 

fnendly prac­
tices." 

• For more details 
about the Earth Day 

activities and the new 
Dickinson County Nature 
Center, see next week's edition 
of the Dickinson County News. 

Final Low 
Impact tl~~~,~~ 
seminar 
planned 

Municipal approaches to 
stormwater management 
have shifted many ttmes, and 
according to Andrew Reese. 
will continue to do so. Reese 
is one of the leading 
stormwater engineers in the 
Umted States and will speak 
at the April 15 Low Impact 
Development Seminar in 

pint Lake. He has more 
than 25 years experience m 
tormwater management. 

Reese will show how some 
communities are establlsh­
mg stormwater utthties to 
help fund efforts to protect 
water quality, and explain 
how existmg codes and poli­
cies often contribute to 
water quality degradation. 

Pat Sauer, Iowa 
Association of Municipal 
Utilities, will also present at 
the seminar. She will provide 
a review of updates to the 
Statewide Urban Design 
Standards and Specifications 
Manual 

C1vil engmeers, mumc1pal 
public works personnel. the 
planning and development 
community, DNR employees, 
landscape architects, local 
off1c1als. polit1c1ans. regula­
tors, and water quality 
activists will find this work­
shop interesting and inform­
ative. 

The semmar IS scheduled 
from from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Fnday, April 15. at the 
Village West Convention 
Center m Spint Lake. 

This is the last educational 
workshop m a series that 
began in June 2004 

· For more information. or 
to register for this semmar, 
call Maxine at the Dlckin<on 
SoH and Water Conservation 
District office, ~~ (712) 336-
3782. extensiOn 3. 

• 
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The birth of Earth Day 
At the start of the 1960s, birds occa­

sionally dropped dead out of the sky, 
and no one knew why. Then biologist 
Rachel Carson published her 1962 
bombshell "Silent Spring." which 
attacked America's reliance on "elixirs 
of death," anrl explained how pesticides 
and other toxic chemicals. such as DDT 
can move through the food chain 

lronically, at the same time. 
Americans were testing a new tac­
tic of defoliation. Agent 
Orange. In the wild, sci-
entists soon linked 
the pesticide DDT 
with the thinning 
of eggshells in 
osprey, eagles, 
and pelicans. 
Suddenly, it 
seemed that 
what we were 
doing to 
wildlife we 
were also 
doing to our­
selves. 

The modern era 
of environmental 
awareness. W'lS 

launched. In 1969, one of 
the century's most tmpor-
tant pieces of environmental legisla­
tion was passed. The National 
Environmental Protection Act. The law 
set up a comprehensive national policy 
for environmental protection. and for 
the first time. it required federal agen­
cies plannmg major projects to file 
environmental impact statements. 

A tragic reminder of the need for 
such efforts came in the form of a cata­
strophic offshore oil spill in 1969, when 
two blowouts at a Santa Barbara oil 
platform coated beaches in a blanket of 
crude. Countless coastal animals died. 
A few months later, the oily garbage­
choked Cuyahoga River burst into 
names and a burnmg slick of kerosene 
and oil Ooated downstream through the 

citr of Cleveland. 
On April 22, 1970, Gaylord 

Nelson, State Senator 
from Wisconsin with 

the help of 
Grassroot 

Activists held 
the first Earth 
Day event. The 
occasion drew 
crowds of con­
cerned citi­
zens to festi -
vals, work-
shops and 

demonstrations 
in communities 

across the nation. 
In July, respond­

Ing in part to public 
pressure, President 

Richard Nixon established 
the Envi ronmental Protection 

Agency to consolidate and strengthen 
federal environment laws. Almost two 
dozen major environmental laws were 
passed in the 1970s, inc1uding the Safe 
Drinking Water Act of 1974, designed to 
safeguard all waters actually or poten­
tially meant for drinking use. 

(\f",L :lo BY ANITRA WOLF 
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Enthusiasm is growing for a the new 
Dickinson County Nature Center, now 
the funds are needed to sprout more 
progress. 

The Earth Day Celebration on April 22 
is also the kick off for the Nature 
Center's capt tal campaign 

"We'll have a short presentation to 
make people aware of the progress tak­
ing place on site," said Dickinson County 
Naturalist Barbara Tagamt. "We're hop­
ing to raise enthusiasm at this event and 
get some donations." 

Architects Rachelle Schoessler Lynn 
and Michael Fischer .of LHB in 
Minneapolis plan to merge history, 
nature and technology into the Nature 
Center master plan. Landscape architect 
Matthew Fair Jones will aid in outdoor 
planning. The trio has already made sev· 
eral visits to the Lakes area for fund-rais· 
ers, information gathering and public 
events and will continue to visit the 
region throughout the Nature Center's 
development. 

The Door plan includes both indoor 
and outdoor dtsplays, walk and learn 
opportunities, and spaces for natw-e pro­
grammmg. Drawings also include an 
exhibit space, a large classroom, office 
facilities, a catering kitchen, a libran: 
and a gathering room. 

Estimated pnce tag on the Nature 
Center project is $4 million. 

"There are opportunities for everyone 
interested in contributing to the building 
of this nature center." said Tagami 
Opportunities range from volunteering 
to monetary donations to building span· 

sorships for naming rights on rooms, pil­
lars and informational kiosks. 

The building for the nature center is 
the former Back Porch restaurant facili­
ty and was donated to the conservation 
board in 2001. Later that yeru~ the build· 
ing was moved to its current location at 
Kenue Park. 

In 2002, the Association of Nature 
Center Administrators sent a team to 
provide consultation regarding the 
nature center's development. Earlier this 
year. the conservation board contracted 
the help or LHB Architects from 
Minneapolis to assist with the initial 
planning stages tor the nature center. 
Grants arc also being written to help 
fund the PI'OJect. 



Low i~pact development: A fleeting fancy or a lasting vision? 
Yl]t>.1 B~'i~v;;: ~~s To top it off, they learned 'II!!'" • 

DCN CONTRIBUTOR that green-designed proper- · ' 

Ideas are swimming about 
in the heads of participants 
of the Low Impact 
Development series of semi­
nars, which began last May 
with a tour of water·filtering 
practices on agricultural 
lands near Spirit Lake and 
ended Friday, April 15, with a 
talk on storm water utilities. 

Over the past several 
months, seminar partici­
pants and owners, profes­
sionals, public officials and 
others, learned of the natu­
ral history of the Iowa Great 
Lakes area 

One hundred and fifty 
years ago the landscape was 
mostly wet and dry prairies, 
with a few scattered oaks. 
They were taught that 
prairies absorb and evapo­
rate as much moisture as 
they receive. Prairies pro­
vide natural flood control 
and are the reason why the 
Iowa Great Lakes Area expe­
rienced very little flooding 
m its early history. Our lakes 
were naturally recharged by 
wetlands, which punfied 
water before sending it down 
the watershed and into the 
lakes, unlike what occurs 
now. 

Now rainwater falls on 
thousands of crops, roofs, 
driveways and parking lots 
and into storm drains, which 
then pipe the unfiltered 
water to the lakes. Experts 
told participants that the 
first 10 minutes of a rain 
event contains the most pol· 
lutants. Just one yard and 
driveway could include lawn 
fertUizer. dog pooh, oil, grass 
clippings, radiator fluid, soil 
and more. Multiply that by 
40,000 residences and you've 
got a lot of pollution running 
into lakes. 

"In the United States, 
annual run-off (ro,m bac!l­
yard oil changes is equal to 
13 Valdez spills," said 
Andrew Reese. a storm water 
engineer and seminar pre­
senter. 

Experts challenged and 
encouraged seminar goers to 
use the natural landscape as 
a model for rethinking storm 
water management. They 
cautioned participants to 
stop piping rain water run­
off directly into Jakes. 
Participants were advised to 
adopt subdivision and indi­
vidual lot designs, as well as 
associated codes and ordi­
nances that support retain­
ing the first few inches of 
storm water on the land, fll. 
terlng out pollutants natu­
rally through soils and 
plants. 

Participants met the 
enemy and it is 
"Impermeable Surfacing." 
But today, said the experts, 
roof systems, roads, drive­
ways and parking lots can all 
be designed to slow, or hold 
and fl.lter water. Participants 
saw slide after slide of lake­
friendly, urban practices at 
work in other communities. 

ties cost developers less and 
sell for more. 

ACTION PLANS 

Susan Clark attended the 
seminars and plans to begin 
implementing changes on 
her business property. 
Clark owns Oaks Motel 
and says she will restore 
her Iakefront property to 
native vegetation. 

"I have to look at this 
investment-wise. Eco­
tourism is a big thing now. 
Pei>ple don't want cultivat­
ed lawns," said Clark. 

Clark says she'll handle 
the cost by implementing 
the changes in a series of 
steps. Clark says she won't 
stop with her own property, 
She is a member of East 
Okoboji Lakes Improvement 
Corporation and will work 
with others to support com­
munity-wide adoption of low 
impact development prac­
tices 

Steve Anderson is a mem­
ber of the Planning and 
Zoning Commission for the 
City of Spirit Lake. He 
attended the sem inars "to 
learn how to incorporate low 
impact development prac­
tices into existing codes so 
we can make our rules and 
regulations work to better 
protect our lakes." 

Anderson says now, when 
he's lookmg at plats, he natu­
rally thinks of ways the 
properties could benefit 
from green designs and he 
shares that with the proper­
ty owners. 

"I like bringing it up to 
make people aware there are 
things they can do to 
increase water quality and 
make the area look a litUe bit 
better at the same time," 
Anderson said 
Anders~n plli'Chased a 

home last summer and says 
he is Iooking"lit ways to 
tmplement lake-friendly 
practices m his yard and gar­
den. 

"I have a drainage concern 
regarding what's coming off 
my roof. so I'd hke to try to 
implement a flower box that 
would do some water reten­
tion. Also, between the city 
street and city walk, the 
right of way, it does the exact 
opposite of what we learned 
should be done. The land is 
raised about a foot and half 
about over the curb and side­
walk. r want to grade it out 
for water retention " 
Anderson said. ' 

Brad Beck, with Beck 
Engmeermg, attended the 
seminars. 

"We're involved with 
design of new developments 
and other clean water proj­
ects and this has been a good 
way to gel up to date with the 
new trend. I think ram gar­
dens seem like a real good 
idea. a good way to filter 
water before it enters the 
lake," Beck said. 

Beck 
thmks rain gardens and per­
meable brick pave1·s are 
"what will catch on the 
most," but he is skeptical 
about porous pavement. 

"It will be interesting to 
see how that holds up. 1 have 
a htUe bit of doubt about 
freeze-thaw resistance and 
keeping the gravel base 
under it, if ills gravel, from 
washing out," Beck said 

Barbara Mendenhall 
attended three of the semi­
nars. She is a homeowner on 
West Lake OkoboJI and 
serves on the Okoboji 
Planning and Zonmg 
Comm1ssion. 

"We're going to create a 
rain garden on our properl)4 
along Lakeshore DR, to catch 
rain and absorb it · keep it 
out of the storm sewer:" 
Mendenhall said. ' 

With the help of expert 
Wayne Peterson, urban con­
servationist for the Natural 
Resource Conservation 
Service, Mendenhall says 
she and other commission­
ers will consider making 
changes to existing codes 
and ordinances. 

Barbara Woodley, secre­
tary for Dickinson County 
Planning and Zoning, is 
beginning at home, too. She's 
shopping for a rain barrel 
and plans to plant more 
prairie flowers and grasses 
in her yard this spring. 

"Prairie plants are more 
natural and will be better at 
holding the soU in place. An 
added bonus is it will come 
up year afler year," Woodley 
said. 

David Olson is a landscape 
architect, with Del's Garden 
Center in Spencer. He attend­
ed six of the workshops "to 
become a bit more knowl· 
edgeable about what IS being 
done to protect water quality 

and 
how we could contribute 
proactive things we can do in 
our residential designs." 

Olson says he'll "utilize 
more opportunities to do 
rain gardens." When he gets 
opportunities to' lav-out 
driveways and courtvB..rcts 
he'll "be a lot more conscien: 
tious of opportunities to 
retain water before it runs 
off into the storm water 
sewer system." 

"I really appreciate the 
investment m bringing 
nationally recognized people 
with expertise on the cutting 
edge. It was a marvelous 
first step. For me, it was 
helpful to see practical, 
measurable results of LID m 
terms of cost· benefib, as 
well as environmental bene· 
fits. It was encouraging to 
see the salability of those 
subdivision and lots that 
were built with that philoso­
phy. The numbers were pret­
ty convincing. I hope I can 
pass that along to different 
parties that I interact w1th." 
Olson said 

"I attended because I think 
it's a good idea," said Dan 
Eckert, Dickinson County 
Engineer. "Knov.:ing that 
there is tremendous develop· 
ment going on in the area 
and knowing that run off 
has been a big issue, it was 
important to learn about 
the e issues." 

"The abUity to hold water 
on individual sites was new 
thmking for me. I'm from 
the engineering school of 
piping and retaining. I've 
looked at this on a city-wide 
and county-wide basis. But 
now I see we can have an 
impact at the micro level. 
Each individual property 
owner can hold it in their 
yard and that wlll help," 

rural part of the count}< For 
example, people call about 
dogs running wild in Echo 
Beach and want a county­
wide leash law. But we can't 
do that countywide because 
then we'd be saying that the 
farmers have to put their 
dogs on leashes. The lake 
areas have such major differ­
ences from the back 40." 

"We need to start recogniz­
Ing that there's a core lake 
area that should be working 
together on lake-related 
issues. It seems like we need 
to address the lakes water­
shed. I've always been a 
believer that you shouldn't 
be able to do anything on 
your property that negative­
ly affects other people in 
your watershed." 

"The Council of 
Governments has to come 
together with the Board of 
Supervisors because I may 

see the need for working 
together and other engi-

2 2 % increase in neers may and be willing 
Urban 1 Residential to do it, but unless our 

bosses tell us we have to 
- 1994 start working together, it's 

2002 not really going to happen," 
Eckert added. 

Eckert 
said. 

"Also, I was interested in 
the idea of controlling sheet 
run off from driveways and 
'Parkmg lots. This type of 
run off has such a big 
impact; it was eye opening to 
me." said Eckert. 

Eckert says he was moved 
by the experts who pressed 
participants to involve all 
stakeholders in the process 
of bringing low impact 
development practices to the 
Lakes Area. 

"That had a big impact on 
me. I thought of how people 
are still bitter since the hos­
pital was put in, about peo­
ple not working together. 
This has to be a philosoJ?,Jti­
c,al thing qf,,c;oming toge tli e~ 
and saying as people, whose 
livelihoods depend on water, 
we're going to do what we 
can to protect it," Eckert 
said. 

Eckert envisions political 
leadership bringing people 
together through a concept 
suggested by one of the sem­
mar presenters: a Council of 
Governments. He says this 
kind of lake-region leader­
ship group could help man­
age a lot of issues. 

"There's a big group that 
wants to do trail planning, a 
big group of people trying to 
do clean water and one about 
burning bans and a land­
fill green waste group and 
more. All these people say 
there should be consistency 
throughout the county. But 
really there should be a lake 
region where things are con· 
sistent. Many of these issues 
will be handled diJTerently in 
rural areas," Eckert said. 

"A lakes district makes so 
much sense," continued 
Eckert. " ! hear so many 
issues that are lake·driven 
and not a problem for the 

Olson agrees. "The next 
step is to find central leader­
ship for all the different 
stakeholders." 

Mendenhall hopes that 
seminar organizers will put 
together a presentation that 
can be taken "on the road" to 
service groups and other 
interested people. 

Beck says the "only stum­
bling block so far" is not hav­
ing design standards and 
specifications for the low 
impact development prac­
tices. 

" ! don't feel like engineers 
have all we need yet. We need 
urban design standards and 
specifications manuals. I'm 
told this is ill the works, 
though," Beck said. 

Beck believes the next step 
is to Implement th~ practices 
and "show the public the 
benefits of these projects." 

Participants believe a com· 
pelllng case can be made for 
low impact development 
practices, but that change 
will still be difficult 

'With the semmars behind 
us, we just have to figure out 
what works for Spint Lake. 
With new areas going in, we 
should be able to implement 
good practices. But retro­
fitting will be a challenging 
part. We have a system that's 
been in place for 50 years." 
Anderson said. 

"Getting people past the 
fear factor is our biggest 
challenge. Change is difficult 
for people. Once past the fear 
factm; people will start see­
ing the benefits and it won't 
be an issue anymore," 
Anderson said. 

Several semmar partici­
pants say they have signed 
up to continue working 
together to educate them­
selves and others and "to 
keep the momentum going" 
towards lake-friendly devel­
opment solutions. 
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This graphic illustrates how the rock tile Intakes work In farm drainage systems. Cost sharing Is available for farmers in the Iowa 
Great Lakes Watershed. 

Cost share offered for 
rock tile intakes 

RY ANITRA WOLF 
ANAGING EDITOR 

Dic'A:tnson Cow1ty farmers may 
see some improvements in their 
farm drainage should they choose 
to implement a new practice called 
rock tlle intakes. 

In the practice, drainage intakes 
for farm tiling are surrounded by 
rock to help fLiter the soil out of the 
water being drained off a filed. 

" It does two things to benefit 

farmers," said Steve Anderson, 
Clean Water Alliance CQPrqmator 
for Dickin on County "Farmers 
don't have to dodge their drainage 
intakes with their equipment and 
they don't have to clean them [the 
intakes] out when it rains." 

Because Ute rock system fLiters 
out soil, it keeps tiling from getting 
clogged with sediment 

Not only is the 11ractice benefi· 
cia! to farmers. it is also environ­
mentally fri endly 

" It keeps the soil from getting 
!nto !Jle dr;l.inage ~stem " said 
Anderson. "Tbls means ther~ \Viii 
be less phosphorus ln the lakes 
and less algae blooms." 

Because of its ec61ogical ben­
efits, the Dickinson County Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
Is offering cost share of up to 75 
percent of the actual cost for the 
intakes within designated water­
sheds. The maximum is $200 per 
intake. There are no maximum 

number of intakes per cooperator. 
A!ld~son sai!l_ sevgral farm­

ers in the county have ait'e 
implemented the rock tile. s · 
and have reported they are' qt 
pleased with the results. 

• For more informatio~-~ 
tions or to sign an application for 
cost share, call Clarence Call at 
336-3310. 



Anderson accepts Clean Water 
Alliance Coordinator position 

e-mail at coordinatorra c){)an 
wateralliance.net. 

Farmer, \.J\..Ull •vH ..... , -·-

Kowalskt f 
Several other members o 

the Ottgtnal S...ch Boys band 
are~ttll touring Brtan Wilson 
is touring in EnR!and thts sum· 
mer. and AI Jardine_ts also st!U 
petiormtrig. Ongmal ban~ 
members Carl Wilson an 
Dennis Wilson have passed on. 

Steve Allderson began work­
Ing as Clean Water Alliance 
Coordin;Jtor on Monda\: Julv 
11. The Clean Water AiJiance 
is the collectiOn of govern­
mental agencies, non-profit 
orgamzations and individuals 
who have been interest in and 
are working with the environ 
mental issues to protect the 
water quaJity of Dickinson 
County, The main goals of 
the CWA Coordinator are to 
communicate. educate and 
COOrdinate. The CIVA Will be 
clearing house for water qual­
ity projects and concerns for 
Dickinson County 

The CWA Coordinator 
admmisters the Dickinson 
County Water Quality 
Commission grant process. 
The WQC has a 28e agreement 
with the 10 municipalUies 
located in Dickinson County 
and tht> County government 
to protect the water quality of 
Dtckinson County L.1kes by 
providing funding as a local 
match to grant propOsals. The 
Water Quality Commi<sion 
project propasal period with 
be opening soon and aU Inter­
ested groups can contact the 

Steve worked the last two 
years for the Iowa Great 
L.akes Maritime Museum and 
Queen fJ Steve stated that, 
"For someonp li.ke me who 
loves hbtory and the environ. 
ment 1 had the best oppartu 
nity with both positions. Now 
I will be worktng fuJI time for 
water quality and also help. 
ing when pOssible to preser\'e 
our area's history 

Fund-raiser kicks off 

teve for more information 
at 712·336-3782, Ext. 3 or by 

Steve and his wife. Sara, 
make their home in Sptrit 

Lake. "D:...v '7-z.'7~us 

bratton also marked the ktck 
otT of the Dtckmson County 
Nature Center's capttal fund· 
raising campaign 

"The theme for the nature 
center ts 'If the land coUld 
talk'" said Barbara Tagamt, 
Dtckinson County Naturalist 
"It's an ideal location for edu· 
cation." 

Dickinson SWCD Foundation 
offers scholarships 

The Nature Center plan 
includes both indoor and out· 
door displays, walk and learn 
opportunities, and spaces_ for 
nature programmmg. 
Drawings also mclude an 
exhibit space, a large class· 

The Dickinson SWCD 
Foundation announces 
the availability of two 500 
scholarships that will be pre­
sented to Dickinson County 
Graduatmg High School 
Seniors. These scholarships 
are to be used for the first year 
of l'ducatiOn on the roUege or 
vocational school level. 

The District Scholarship, 
in the amount of $500, is 
offered for any field of agri 
cullure or natural sciences 
studies and in addition. the 
winning application will be 
forwarded to compete in the 
Conservation Districts of 
Iowa's (CDI)AuxUiary Annual 

Scholarshtps. CD! funds six 
regional awards of S200 each 
and state level awards in the 
amount of SI.SOO, SI,OOO, and 
S800. The applicant needs to 
submit two typed copies of 
their applications 1nd must 
use the 2006 application form. 

The Jo Groves Memorials 
Scholarships, in the amount 
of SSOO, is not limited in the 
course of study The appli. 
cants need to submit lwo 
typed copies of their applica. 
tion and must use the same 
CD!2006 applic"ion form 

High ~chool cteniors must 
submit their ar>phcations to 
the Dickinson Soil & Water 

Conservation District no later 
than Monda): Feb. 27, 2006. 
Both scholarships will be 
judged on leadership, scholas 
tic achievement and need 

Applications can be 
obtained from the lligh 
School Coum;eJors at Harris· 
L.ake Park, Okoboji, Spirit 
Lake or Terrfi'Graettinger 
Htgh Schools, by contacting 
the Dlckmson Soil & Water 
Conservation District at 
the USDA Service Center in 
Spirit Lake at 2413 17th Street 
or by caUjng 712·336-3782, ext. 
3, or can be downloaded form 
www.cdiowa.orweducation2 
htm 

Deadline ne 
quality ince 
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ar pa 
at a dia tom was by accident. "I 
was an undergrad in SCience 
starting work on an acid rain 
study, when 1 stumbled into an 
old friend m the research lab. 
1 asked him what he was up 
to, and he invited me to take 

The sign-up deadltne for a look into the microscope he 
the initial allotment of funds was hunched over." 

for the 2006 Environmental ~~!s ~~:Jfu~:'.~"!':.~~~~~~ 
Quality incentive Program lually earn her nickname as 
(EQJP) will end on Jan. 2? the "Diatom Queen," for what 
Producers who plan to stgn she saw through the micro. 
up for EQ!P shoUld make scope was her first diatom. 

th1s "It took my breath away. I had 
·nsure their applJ. never seen anythmg so intrJ. 
be processed by cate and beautifUl." SMOERS OCN STAFF 

Ashlyn 
Nitzchke, 14 
months old and 
Jennifer 
Sehletlnger, 
both of Spirit 
lake, pet a 12· 
day-otd Holstein 
Hereford calf at 
the Ufe on the 
Farm festival at 
kenue Park last 
Sunday. 

Now Sarah Invites Winter 
ial allotment of Games attendees to have 
mg to Dickinson their breath taken away at 
38 percent higher L.akeside's Winter Games 
•ar I Open House from 10 a.m. to 
· the conservatlon 3 P.m. on Saturday, Jan. 28. 

nc1uded in the 2006 ! .. s~er:_ .. ~e .. s:~?;~!a'ir~ty, 

room office facilities, a cater· 
mg k.ttchen. a library, and a 
gathermg room 

Estimated price tag o~ the 
Nature Center proJect ts $4 
mtllton Three proJect phases 
are planned, and orgamzers 
hope to begin constructiOn 
Ulis faU if fundmg aUows. 

For mformation on how to 
become involved with the 
Nature Center project or to 
learn about summer nature 
programs, contact the 
Dickmson County 
Naturaltst's office at 338-4238. 

(ll'f NIIO U'11 
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A Earlh Week events not 
only had the opportum· 
ty to celebrate nature, 

but also gained valuable know!· 
edge on how to better preserve 
the precious environment. 

Earth week events opened with 
a Sprmg Hike and Lakeside Lab 
Tour. A nature celebration was 
held Friday night. Earth Week 
events wrapped up with an envi· 
ronmental learmng fair on 
Saturday, featuring envlronmen· 
tal lectw-es, children's activities 
and informational displays. 

ENVlRONMENTAL 
REPORT CARD 

Keynote speaker for Friday 
mght's Earth Day celebrau.on 
was Rich Leopold, execuuve 
director of the Iowa 
Environmental Council. Leopold 
is a former Dickinson County 
Naturalist, and focused h•s 
speech on giving Iowa and the 
U.S. report card grades on env•· 
ronrnental efforts since the first 
Earth Day m 1970. 

Leopold graded nine areas or 
environmental activity: water 

ay teaches environmental 
responsibility 

Alr quality 

Energy Efficiency 

Global Chmate Change 

So•l Conservauon 

Sustainable Land Use 

Waste reduction 

Transportation 

Wildlife preservaooo 

quality, air quallt): enorgy effi· 
clency. global climate change, soU 
conservation. sustainable land 
use waste reduction. transporta· 
tio~ and wildlife preservation. 

The speaker gave a "C·" to 
water quality, the first area of 
inspection 

~~--~~~~~=-------._-------..~~rnT~OBYAAITAAWO~ 
This youngster enjoyed an exhibit called "Worms eat my 
garbage" at last week's Earth Day activities. 

"When you look back to 1970, 
we have made some improve­
ments, but we've still got a lot or 
problems out there." 

The lowest grades went to glob­
al chmate change (F). transporta· 
tion (D·), sustainabie land use 
(D). waste reduction {D+ ). soil 
conservation (D+) and energy 
efficiency (D+ ). 

Leopold expressed disappoint· 
ment in the federal government 

in its "efforts" to help global eli· 
mate change, also known as the 
Greenhouse Effect. 

"Our federal government is an 
embarrassment to the world m 
global chmate change," Leopold 
said. His comment received an 
applause from the lecture attcn· 
dees. "We go through stages or 
denial In the U.S., states are 

starting to do something about 1!. 
Be watching what we do here m 
Iowa, I've got some ideas." 

Environmental efforts for air 
quality and lvildllfe preservation 
got the highest grades from 
Leopold 

EARTH 
contmued on page 2A 

Deadline nears for environmental 
quality incentives program sign-up 

The sign.up deadlme for 
the initial allotment of funds 
for the 2006 Environmental 
Quality Incentive Program 
(EQIP) will end on Jan. 27. 
Producers who plan to sign 
up for EQIP should make 
application well before this 
deadline to ensure their appJi. 
cation can be processed by 
Jan. 27. 

sign.up include: water and sedunent control 
basm 

• Land management prac· 
tices - nutrient management. 
pest management, drainage 
water: management, residue 
management (No-Till. Strip 
Till. Ridge Till). 

al{l puno.m UJlll 11(.111 e alfl!w 
lJI!.IO e JO li(.l'l uJaJs al{l .\\es 
1 sammw Ull{llJ\\ 'S'Ji(.l!l 8um 
·uru Meq 01 waas lOU p1p Jel{l 
1eoq Ja . ..od e Jeaq prnoo 1 .. 

.\jnp UOSE.\\ The mitial allotment of 
EQIP funding to Dickinson 
County is 38 percent higher 
than last year. 

• Livestock waste practic­
es · waste storage facilities, 
composting facilities. waste 
treatment lagoons, closure or 
waste impoundments, aner­
obic digester. wa te facility 
cover. pond sealing, ftlter strip, 
diversion , animal mortality 
facility. roof runotT manage. 
ment, manure transfer 

· Livestock grazing praclic· 
es prescribed grazing, pump· 
ing plant. pasture planting, 
water well, watering facility 

Producers who are inter­
ested in these and other EQIP 
practices are encouraged to 
call 712·336-3762, exl3. or stop 
m at the National Resources 
Conservation Service at the 
USDA Service Center in Spirit 
Lake. ' jql!IU jel{l .\Jnp UO OSle 

alfl!J •Ill ·naqom'i 
l\uedwoo uots.mox:;~ 
p3Uo\\O .,S'Jeoq mJI{l,. JO l3aij 
m XIS JO auo """' 1eog oc aqJ. 

Pres amao>l .. 'mJl!l 
Some of the conservation 

practices mcluded in the 2006 
· Erosion control practices 

grade stabilization structure. 
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Lakes Watershed 
Assessment begins 
first stage 

BY ERIN GOLDEN 
DCN STAFF 

In the next year to 18 
months, the area's most valu­
able resource will be put 
under close scrutiny in an in­
depth watershed assessment. 
Jim l'rederick, who worked 
with the National Resource 
Const>rvation Service for 35 
years. has been brought in to 
coordinate the prOJect in con· 
junction with the Dickinson 
county Clean Water Alliance 
and the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources. 

According to Frederick, 
the assessment will provide 
an opportunity to analyze 
data already collected and to 
work with the community to 
improve and enhance water 
quality in the area. 

"We are compiling every­
thing from the last few ye~rs 
into a living and workmg 
document," Frederick said. 
·we'll try to get a feel for what 
we ran do locally to help our· 
selves and find alternatives to 
protect the lakes." 

The project is current­
ly in an "education" stage. 
Frederkk and his partner on 
the project, including _Clean 
Water Alliance coordmator 
Steve Anderson and Mike 
Hawkins of the Department 
of Natural Hesources, are 
working to present their plan 
to groups and individuals in 
the area and to identify any 
problems in the old data. 

The assessment is one of 
the first of its kind in Iowa, 
and will provide a model for 
similar projects around the 
state. The Iowa Great Lakes, 
however. does differ from 
other areas m tbat the water 
quality Is generally good. 

"This area is a little differ­
ent than almost every county 
in the state." Anderson said. 
'Other lakes are trying to 

improve, but our main goal 
is to protect. In general, our 
water quality is excellent." 

Dickinson County is a lso 
unique because of a high per· 
centage of urban land use. 
The assessment will invento· 
ry that land use and develop 
solutions to related problems, 
including storm sewer use and 
runoff. Agricultural land use 
will also be examined, with 
attention to stream erosion 
and livestock waste's effects 
on water quality 

The end result of the assess· 
men! will be a "living docu­
ment," which will be acces­
sible to the public m print and 
possibly on the internet 

"We cal] it a living dOCU· 
ment because we've been 
ahead of the technology 
curve on protecting water 
quality,"Anderson said. "We 
want to continue to be ahead 
and be able to incorporate 
new technology into the plan 
as time goes on " 

Frederick and Anderson 
stressed that the project will 
be a community-driven effort. 
In the next year. the team 
hopes to educate the public on 
how to minimize pollutants 
entering the lakes. In turn, 
the assessment will reflect 
the needs of the area's busi· 
nesses. agricultural produc­
ers, and individuals. 

"We will get the assess­
ment done with the help of 
local people," Frederick said 
"Then we will be able to use 
it to bring in outs,de federal, 
state, and private money." 

A new watershed plan will 
be drafted in the late fall and 
is scheduled to be completed 
early next year In addition 
to the print versions of the 
assessment, the projects coor­
dinators will present it in a 
public meeting at the tune of 
completion. 

o~ Ul.UVU Ul UKOOOJi to appJy }OW itn-;,.ctdeveJoJ;n~~t• pri;;~ 
ciples after a 36·month phase-in of the requirements. New 
construction of s~bdivisions will be inunediately required to 
Implement the prmciples. 

"Low impact development is aimed at basically toddling 
surface drainage water from the lake into settling areas 

ZONING 
continued on page 7 A 

Dickinson ~2-6/-M 
County to 
update soil 
survey 
First in state to 

SOIL SUJ use state-of-the­
continued from p art technology 
imaging techno!< 
be used for the j 
~~t._h,!sj 

J!U 
sa: 

BY TRACY SCHLATER 
DCN STAFF 

The Dickinson County 
Conference Board voted to 
partially fund a new soil sur· 
vey of Dickinson County that 
will use advanced technolo· 
gies to map the soils of the 

co~~~· Conference Board 
approved putting $22,200 
toward the project, to . be 
paid over a fl ve year pertod. 
Total estimated cost of the 
project is about $795,000 at 

~ .... ~ 

$3.08 per acre of the 258,000 
acres in Dickinson County. 
The State of Iowa, along with 
the United States Department 
of Agriculture Natu.ral 
Resources Conservat t?n 
Service (NRCS) will contnb· 
ute the remaining funds need· 
ed for the project. 

The last soil survey was 
done in the 1960s and is insuf· 
ficient for the current uses. 

"The current arial photo· 
graphs are very poor qual· 
ity," said Jim Gertsma. "The 
photos we have now are 
much better and show us a 
lot more." 

Light detecting radar or 
LIDAR is state·Of·the·art 

SOIL SURVEY 
continued on page 2A 

Bill Northey, Republican 
of Spirit Lake, has filed his 
petitions with the Secretary 
of State, which places hun 
on the June 6 Republican pri· 
mary ballot tor Secretary of 
Agriculture. Northey was 
joined by Sen. Jim Hahn . 
Muscatine, Sen. David Johnson 
· Ocheyedan, Rep. Royd 
Chambers · Sheldon and Rep. 
Mike May· Spirit Lake. 

DCIV 4-'5-0Co 

Northey files petitions for Secretary of Agriculture 

Northey collected over 1,900 
signatures from more than 45 
counties. Northey is the first to 
file petitions fortheSecretaryof 
Agriculture position. Northey's 

campaign has raised more 
money from more donors state­
wide lhan the other Republican 
candidates combined, accord­
ing to the most recent campalgn 
disclosure filings, 

"We've beQij working hard for 
the past six' lnonlhs to get tD 
this poinl I'm excited about 
our progress. Our campaign 
has the broadest depth of sup. 
port, and we have a message 
that is resonating with voters. I 
am grateful for the support and 
encouragement I have received 
fi·om legislators and other lead· 
ers," said Northey. 

Bill and hjs wife, Cindy, 
reside in Spll'it Lake, where Bill 
actively farms. The Northey's 
have three children, Jessica 
and Emily who are currently 
attending Iowa State University 
and Katie, who is in high 
school. 

Northey served as President 
of the National Com Growers 
Association in l!J95.1996. He 
served on the Commission 
for 21st Century Production 
Agriculture and was President 
of the Iowa Com Growers 
Association in 199().1991. He 
is a member of the Bermett 

Roundtable of the Farm 
Foundation and has served on 
the Iowa State Committee for 
the Fann Service Agency of the 
USDA. He is a Commissioner 
on the Dickinson County 
Soil & Water District and is 
on the Board of Directors of 
AgVentures Alliance. Bill was 
President and Co-Founder of 
Innovative Growers, LLC. 
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Lakes Watershed 
Assessment begins 
first stage 

BY ERIN GOLDEN 
OCN STAFf 

improve. but our main goal 
is to protect. In general, our 
water quality is excellent." 

Dickinson County Is also 
unique because of a high per­
centage of urban land use. 
The assessment will invento­
ry that land use and develop 
solutions to related problems. 
including storm sewer use and 
runoff. Agricultural land use 
will al o be examined. with 
attention to stream erosion 
and livestock waste's etiects 
on water quality. 

In the next year to 18 
month , the area's most valu­
able resource will be put 
under close scrutmy in an in­
depth watershed asse sment. 
Jtm Frederick. who worked 
with the National Resource 
Conservation Service for 35 
years, has been brought in to 
coordinate the project in con­
junction with the Dickinson 
Countv Clean Water Alliance 
and the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources. 

According to Fred rick, 
the assessment will provtde 
an opportunity to analyze 
data already collected and to 
work with the community to 
improve and enhance water 
quality in the area. 

"We are compiling every­
thing from the last few years 
into a living and working 
document,' Frederick aid 
"We'll try to get a feel for what 
we can do locally to help our­
selves and find alternatives to 
protect the lakes." 

The project is current· 
lv in an "education" stage. 
Frederick and his partners on 

The end result of the assess­
ment will be a "living docu· 
ment," which will be acces­
sible to the public in print and 
possibly on the internet. 

"We call it a living docu­
ment because we've been 
ahead of the technology 
curve on protecting water 
quality,"Ander on said. "We 
want to continue to be ahead 
and be able to incorporate 
new technology into the plan 
as time goe on." 

Frederick and Ander on 
stressed that the project will 
be a community-driven etfort. 
In the next year. the team 
hopes to educate the public on 
how to minimize pollutants 

Okoboji reviews 
LID zoning rewrite 

BY ANITRA WOLF 
MANAGING EDITOR 

The Okoboji City Council is on the brink of an enviro 
tal protection milestone. nmen-

At Tuesday night's meeting, the council discussed final rev! 
slons to the city's restatement of the city's zoning and bdl 1· 
:: ordinances. Final changes will be made by the p~~ 

zoil~ board: and the issue Is expected to come before the 
counc .or adoptton m May. 

The newly rewritten ordinances will require all 
~rp~ctlonaft In Okoboji to apply low Impact developm::~ PC::: 

es er a 36-month phase-in of the requ. 
clmonstructlon of subdtvisions will be lmmediat:O:.::~~e= 

,_Plement the principles. 
Low Impact development is aimed at basically toddllng 

Surflilce drainage water from the lake Into settling areas 

ZONINfl 
continued on page 7A 

continued fr'Om ...,..u 
Imaging technology and will 
be used for the first time In 
Iowa with this soU survey 
project. LIDAR will create a 
3-D view of the entire county. 

"We're using a lot of new 
technology," said Dan Pulido, 
soU scientist with the NRCS 
and manager of the Dickinson 
County soU survey. "We've 
got new tools, and we can get 
much better results." 

Pulido will work out of the 
Storm Lake NRCS omce and 
two other people will be work­
ing on the project 1\tll-tlme. 

'!'he biggest reason for the 
survey Is to Improve water 
quality. 

"We'll be able to detect 
erodible soils to help keep 
them out of the lakes," said 
Gertsma. 

In addition, the soU sur­
vey will provide with accu­
rate information on the best 
place for wetlands and future 
developments by showing wet areas that would make for topiCS tor nus Yeat s awmeness 
poor development areas. week include NOAA Weather Radio 

Farmers will also beneOt on Monday, April3; severe thunder-
from the new soU survey. storms on Tuesday, April 4; torna-

" A lot of farmers are trying does/ statewtde drill on Wednesday, 
to save on hydrazldes," sald epublican April 5; extreme heat on 'l'hursday filed his ' 
Ger_tsma. "Some soils are rich SecretarY AprilS and family preparedness on 
m llme and others are not." aces him Friday, April 7. 

The soil survey will allow >lican pri- Ehret says the most important 
fanne_rs to practice precision :retarv of thing Individuals can do during 
mappmg, where they apply 'Y ·was severe weather awareness week 
hydrazides and fertilizers ; Hahn Is to get mentally prepared for 
to balance those nutrients d Johnson storms. 
already found In the soil. A •p. Royd 0 "First of all, think about what 
more accurate soil survey and Rep. has ce you're going to do in the event that 
provides for more adequate ke. por'6Jlg we ~v~ S!!l!.-m,l'Leal!ty or tornados 
applications. over 1.900 that is resonating with voters. I ~or said Ehret. 

"It's going to modernize the re than 45 am grateful for the support and re will you 
survey," sald Gertsma. tim frrst to encouragement I have received of a business 

The team will start by sam- ecretarYof fro~ l~slators and other lead Ass ? If you'r~ 
piing the watershed areas Northey's ers. satd Northey ts re will you 

of the Iowa Great Lakes and .----------- are · 
move on to other areas in the 
county. 

The project will get under 
way in July and will take 
three years to ftnish. 





. RESTORE: Providing benefits for whole community 
Continued from Page 1 
found the most econorrucally­
and environmentally-fnendly 
way to restore the land was to 
work closely with the USDA 
and the Iowa DNR 

After the purchase, one of the 
first thmgs the pair did was 
vi u the USDA Service Center 
m Spint Lake to explore thelf 
opuons The} began the 
restoration process by utilizmg 
the Con crvauon Reserve 
Program, admtnistered by the 
USDA 's Farm Serv1 e 
Agency . 

CRP allowed Moreau and 
Beardsley to rece1ve cost-share 
funds to restore the functions 
and values of the wetlands 
wtuch had been farmed It also 
put a buffer around the wetland 
to keep sediment, nutrients, and 
pollutant> from lfOpacung the 
welland and wildlife habnat 
Permanent Easement 
Through WRP 

In 2003 Moreau and 
Beardsley visued the USDA 
again to place a permanent 

easement on I 12 acres of the 
propeny through the Wetlands 
Reserve Program (WRP). 

The WRP is a voluntary pro­
gram admini tered by the 
USDA's Natural Resources 
Con ervation Service (NRCS) 
that offers payment, based on 
the agncultural value, for 
restored wetland that have 
previously been drained and 
convened to agncultural u es. 
The WRP pays up to I 00 per­
cent reimbursement for 
restoration costs and allows the 
landowners to retam owner­
ship of the land. 

Wetlands provide benefits for 
enhre communities, including 
Improved water quality, 
enhanced habitat for wildlife, 
reduced sediment delivery, 
reduced floodmg and 
tmproved water supply. 

"There ISn 't a landowner m 
Iowa who can be happier than l 
am with tbe Wetlands Reserve 
Program," sa1d Moreau "The 
Hanbys (the previous owners) 

are good conservationist in 
their own nght. But we' re not 
farmers, so the WRP was the 
perfect program to help u 
restore this area the way we 
wanted." 

As pan of the WRP ease­
ment, NRCS as isted in restor­
ing 23 acres of wetlands, com­
pletmg a one-acre enhance­
ment to an existing wetland, 
seedmg 4 7 acres with local 
ecotype na tive grasses and 
wildflowers, and plannmg 
three WRP food plot areas. 
Most of the WRP work on 
Moreau and Beardsley 's land 
was completed in the summer 
of 2005 . 
Landowner Incentive 
Program (LI P) 

On the land adJacent to the 
I 12-acre WRP permanent 
easement area, Moreau and 
Beardsley mcorporated the 
Landowner IncentiVe Program 
(LIP) through the Iowa DNR 
The UP provided co t-share 
funds to mterseed local ceo-

type native grasses and wild­
flowers. The purpose of the 
program is to encourage 
landowner to improve exist­
ing bab1tat that host rare 
species, thereby assisting in 
species recovery and/or pre­
empting the listmg of dechnmg 
species. LIP IS designed for 
rare and often unnouced 
plants, insects and reptiles. 
Positive Results 

Overall, Moreau said he and 
Beardsley are happy with the 
results of the restoration. 

"We love what has been 
cione. This land means so much 
to our farruhes. I don ' t mtend 
on ever selling it." he aid 
"Our W!VCS really get mto 
1denttfymg the native plants 
and wildflowers and my on 
love to camp out here in the 
ummer n 
To learn more about the WRP 

or other USDA con ervation 
programs , VISit your local 
USDA Service Center or go on­
hoc to www.ta.nrcs.usda.gov. 

National Park. 
In 1904 , bandleader Glenn 

Miller was born 1n Clannda, 
Iowa. 

In 1932, 20-month-old 
Charles A. Lindbe rgh J r., the 
son of Charles a nd Anne 
Lindbergh, was kidna pped 
from the family home near 
Hopewell, N.J. (Re mains 
Identified as those of the child 
were found the following May.) 

In 1954, Puerto Rican 
nationalists opened fire from 
the gallery of the U.S. House 
of Representatives, wound1ng 
f1ve congressmen. 

ONING: Ordinance to be revisited in May 
here there can be rain gar­
ens, bio swales or other low 
mpact develol)ment tech­
iques," said City Attorney 
ike Chozen. "The idea is to 
store the hydrology of the 

es a rea back to its natural 
tate." 
The rewrite of the city's 

rdinances has taken approx­
ately a year. 

"We're at the point in the 
rocess where the Okoboji 
Ianning and Zoning board 
as completed a restate­
en! and amendment of the 

ntire zoning ordinance and 
ubd!vision ordinance," said 
hozen . "At the last plan­
. g,and zoning meeting, the 
oard unanimously approved 
he ordinances to submit to 

ecouncil" 
While the council agreed on 
esday with the bulk of the 

rdinance rewrite, council 

members found some minor 
clarification changes needed 
prior to adoption. A vote on 
the ordinance adoption is 
expected at May's regular 
council meeting · 

The innovative ordinance 
change will help protect the 
waters of the Lakes area and 
will serve as an example for 
other area governmental enti­
ties. 

"! encourage you to imple­
ment these ordinances," said 
Phil Petersen of Okoboji. 
"Essentially, low impact devel­
opment is a way to keep rain 
water on the property and not 
let it escape to the lake ... it's a 
way to keep tne water quality 
of our lakes as good as it is 
now." 

Many meeting attendees 
expressed their satisfaction 
with the new ordinance. 

"I'm very proud of what the 

planning and zoning board has 
done," said Jane Shuttleworth 
of Okoboji. "Many other com­
munities are looking to us as 
an example." 

In other business. the 
Okoboji City Council agreed 
to allow Forbes House Moving 
to relocate some city stop 
lights during the move of the 
former Rusch house located 
directly east of the Lakes Art 

Center. Donna Muilenburg 
purchased the home and 
intends to create a bed and 
breakfast with the building 
near her other business. The 
Wash House in West Okoboji. 
The home is scheduled to be 
moved this spring, and traf­
fic along Highway 71 may be 
slowed for approximately and 
hour and a half during the 
move. 

Jonn uav1a L;uf 
Actor George E 
Actor Jav1er Bar 
Rock musician F 
(Nickelback) is 
Mark-Paul Goss< 
Actor Jensen Ackl 
host Donovan P; 
Rock mus1cia 
Woolstenhulme 
Rhythm-and-blue 
Samm1e is 19. 

Thought fo1 
"People a re lrapp 
and h1story is 
them." - Jame 
American author ( 



Iowa Current Developments 

Soil Scientists Assist 
Homeland Security 

Soil scientists are at the forefront 
of national disa~ter planning. This 
unlikely group is helping the nation 
be better prepared in the event it 
becomes necessary to dispose of 
large numbers of animals killed as a 
result of natural disaster, disease or 
terrorist attack. 

Given the task by Homeland 
Security through a national head­
quarters bulletin, NRCS soil scien­
tists are examining soil survey data 
for land areas where large numbers 
of am mats can afely be buried 
without danger to the environment 
or human population. 

State Soil Scientist Mike Sucik 
says alll7 of Iowa's NRC.<; soil sci­
entists are mvolved in the project. 
He adds, "I expect it will require 
one or two staff-years of time to 
complete." 

Five of the Iowa soil scientists working 
on the Homeland Security Project are 
Richard Lensch, Dan Pulido, Ryan 
Dermody, Doug Oelmann and Leland 
Camp. 

Helping People Help the Land 

New Employees Attend Orientation Training 

Steve Brinkman, Nutrient Management 
Specialist, looks through a dumpy level as 
part of the hands on training at new 
employee orientation. The dumpy level 1; 
one of five pieces of surveying equipment 
they examined. 

Twenty-five new NRCS employees 
attended "Orientation for New 
Employees" training Feb. 6-10 1n 
Nebraska City, Neb. The all-Iowa class 
gave students an overview of the 
agency's history, mission and cus­
tomers. They learned the conservation 
planning process and exam1ned a num­
ber of conservation practices 

Attending were: (Row One) Instructor 
James Johnson, Betty Romero, Valone 
Johnson, Tangela Luhmann and Steve 

Spring 2006 

Tangela Luhmann, a Soil Conservation 
Technician from Clarion, and Rubyana 
Gnmm1us, a So1l Conservationist from 
Adel, look on as Resource Soil 
Scientist Rick Bednarek demonstrates 
the use of a soil quality test kit. 

Brinkman. (Row Two) Rubyana 
Grimm1us, Meg han Walter, Julie 
McMichael, Chnst1na Cibula, Peggy 
Wohlgemuth, Peggy Rash Daniels, 
Joanne Bruce, Melissa Johnson and 
Mary Roberts. (Row Three) Joshua 
Sieren. Jacob Groth, Jack Bucklin, 
Andrew Focht, Jesse Wegner, Lynn 
Kluver, Randal Welshhons. and Conn1e 
Z1ttntsch. (Row Four) David Gundlach, 
Hani Nguyen, David Carter and 
Instructor Jim Lansford. 

Page 2 
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omero joins NRCS office 
Comln ll"om 

Muuda .. otl:lo, Bony RomM> 
J$SillllCS a pclill<m u a SoU 
Conser.'ltlon t.I!ChnklaD with 
lb• 1-1 Natural Reo..,.., 
eon..rv.tloo Scrvlco <NRCS> 
om.., 

Romero •pent !be put IIIID 
mer •mrl<lni at ll>• S&lom 

larlttme Natlonol !&~ 
Site In S&lan. MDI. While 
then ab~ pve tour• on a 
t!uw-masltd •hlP eaiJtod "'Tbo 
t)1eocWllp." 

Mer graduaHna n-om 
Jetmoro Hlah School In 
K&nsu. Rom= attended 
Ttlnldad Sbtl! Jtmiar <:otltp 
In Colorado. She ,... a a>om• 
toloc> studtnt 11>o lint )._.. 
llld • IOC!aloiJ stu4cnt biY 
O«::nd,..: 

"I Wllltecl to ao Into 
foi'O>U)t" lllld llomm>. "My 
~ told me 11 wun't 
plaa>l'ota........,_• 

Sh sponta-otSt. 
. f.ary of Pl&lns In Kamal 
before transfenilll to !be 
Untwnlty or Southern 
Colorado. now Colcndo State 
UnM:nlty In l'lloblo. She cot 
man1ed .,.tb only &lx cnditll 
to cradua.te llld lS CIIITUIIy 
Wcinl cluses to earn h<!r 
'*helor's clqn!e. 

114!to.,.. n hor junior •tid 
lmlor ~ lbt NaUollll Pllrl< 
Scrvlee cam to campus In 
search or RUOnal help. 
lloma"O .... It u ~ty 
to do whit &be bad alwl1f 
~ 

"I bad to lUI! a tell the> clay 
ll>oy ..-He on c:ampuo. • lllld 
Romero. "So I bad Dl.J room­
Illite p LCit liP u application 
for mo. 

Sbo applied and too a Job 
II Mesa Vmle NaUonal Pari< 
In Colorado. SID« thtn abo 
hu '"'rl<ecl at Ft. Larnecl 
N&llooal Hlltorlc Sit• ID. 
K~U~J&J. M Rushmore 
NIUOnal Memoclal ut South 
Dallota, Ycliowltol>e Nollooal 
Pari< lD 'WyomiD.& and Uttlo 
Blabom Notional BottleOcld 
lnMCID.tana 

For the put t.... ,........ 
Rom..... WO<ll.s u ll ooa ... 
ooonlln&lor Will> !be KlmM 
CoMUVatton Sorvleo 
thro<l&b ll 319 RISerai panL 
Wbtm bu 1f11Jlt ..,.. complel 
ad In Ma.x she ea:cpltd tbe 
poetuon In Mt.s$acbi1Mttl.. 
Her tim• wlih !be Salem 
Maritime National H!stwlc: 
Sit. bu provm ltll valuo an..-

PM7fQ I¥' 'nuct f\.ICIIIIR 00111.,., 
...., - ._, ....... -...,. .. - .-ca ...... ........ ...... 
comq to !be lowe Great 
IAkn&rOL 
· '"lbo b!i~Mt body or ...... 

J 111'"' up U'OIIJld wu o. 
cr-.. said Roawo. 

Ramero'o '"'"' In --has talllbtbcr o.boul oodleo or WO.IA!r and 
.mn I a "'<1bnlary tbat 
WW. p. ovlde ueiW ill lh1l 
JIRII. 
Sbo>- ttJSpldt !.aRea. 

btr own .. bor time cllll · 
~. Cbast!IJ< John and 
Patrie~~.,., •UCDdlntl c:olltp 
ID. Xlruas. fll!r h-d cllad 
ID. lUI on::jdont ID. l.98l 

llomen> ..,.. tbe P<IOJIIe ..... 
!be b~ thlrog abe hu 
lllltk:8d about movllla ta Iowa 
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W!.2Area environmental organizations 
plan Earth Week celebration 

BY ERIN GOLDEN 
DCN STAFF 

Thirty-six year< ago this 
month, Senator Gaylord Nelson 
of Wisconsin was at the helm 
of a frenzy of activity. The first· 
ever Earth Day celebration was 
in its fmal days of plarming, 
and a young staff was working 
long hours to put together edu­
cational programs and environ· 
mental demonstrations across 
the country. 

Nearly a decade earlier, in 
November 1962, Nelson had 
taken his concern about the state 
of the environment to President 
John F. Kennedy The senator 
persuaded Kennedy that the best 
way to raise awareness about the 
protection of the Earth would be 
on a national conservation tour. 
In 1963, Kennedy embarked on a 
multi-state tour, but the crusade 
failed to attract n<Ltional atten· 
lion. 

By 1969, American attention 
was turned towards an increas­
ingly unpopular war in Vietnam. 
Nelson continued a series of 
conservation speaking tours 
across the country, but the envi· 
ronmental movement had failed 
to pick up steam. After observ­
ing a particular type of student 
protest · a "leach-in," in which 
activists educated students on 
political and social issues · the 
senator realized that adopting a 
similar grassroots style of activ· 
Ism could breathe new life into 
hls cause. He set to work, gather­
ing support from students. sci­
entists, and a diverse array of 

EARTH WEEK ACTIVITIES 

~:~:o~~o~e~P~~;~ria~~-
the Dickinson County Nature 
Center 

Tbundoy, April 20 · low impact 
development demonstratlon 

Soturdoy, April 22 • Earth Day 
celebration at Gull Point State 
Parh 

Americans. 
On April 22, 1970, Nelson's 

dream became a reality as near· 
ly 20 million people around the 
country participated in a vari· 
ety of rallies, teaching sessions, 
and environmental fairs. Today, 
one year after Nelson's death, 
the holiday is observed every 
April 22 by more than 200 mil· 
lion people in the United Stales, 
Canada, and over 140 countries 
around the world. Most obser· 
vances of the holiday include 
volunteerism, with groups pick· 
ing up trash, planting trees, or 
cleaning up bodies of water. The 
day is also marked w1lh educa­
tional programs on diverse sub­
jects such as energy conserva· 
tion, recycling, wildlife habitat 
preservation, and air pollution. 

Locally, the Dickinson County 
Conservation Board plans to 
mark the celebration with events 
stretching across an entire 
"Earth Week," begmning April 
17 and ending on Earth Day, 
April 22. According to County 
Naturalist Barbara Tagami, the 
board is invlling in<lividuals and 

organizations to host events dur· 
ing the week. 

First on the burrent schedule 
l1f events Is a lecture- hoSted 
by the Prairie Lakes Audubon 
Society on Tuesday, April 18 at 
7 p.m. in the Natilre Center. Lee 
Schoenewe of Spencer will give a 
presentation on the ivory-billed 
woodpecker. 

An explanation and demon· 
stration of low-Impact develop­
ment principles is scheduled 
for Thursday, April 20 at the 
Maritime Museum in Arnolds 
Park. The event will be led by 
members of the Clean Water 
Alliance. According to Tagami, 
a Friday, April 21 event at the 
Hale Slough Is in the works, but 
had not yet been confirmed at 
press time. 

The week wiU conclude 
with a full slate of events on 
Saturday, April 22 at Gull Point 
State Park. The day's events are 
co-sponsored by the Dickinson 
County Conservation Board, the 
Soil and Water Conservation 
District, the Iowa Department 
of Natural Resources, and the 
Conservation Foundation of 
Dickinson County. 

Saturday's celebration 
includes a number of family­
friendly events, including pro­
grams for children on recycling, 
as well as interactive discus­
sions on seed-planting. Spirit 
Lake Girl Scouts will be creating 
recycled art and children will be 
able to take a ride on the "smiley 
recycling train," a vehicle made 
with recycled materials. 

Visitors will also be invited 

to lake in any of a number of 
educational programs on a vari­
ety of environmentally-themed 
topics. Linda Hin•haw ~ill PI'H­
ent information on wildlife reha­
bilitation, while Wayne Peterson 
will discuss stream erosion. 
Gary Phillips will provide a 
seminar on landscaping with 
prairie plants, and people inter­
ested in new watershed-related 
technology will be able to lis· 
ten to a presentation by Mike 
Hawkins. The event's keynote 
speaker will be Rich Leopold, 
Executive Director of the Iowa 
Envirm mental Council. 

According to Tagami, the 
day will provide something for 
everyone interested in caring for 
the environment 

"There will be informational 
displays from state, regional, 
county, and city organizations," 
Tagami said. "Saturday eve· 
ning, from 5:30 to 7:30, we 1vill 
have the Earth Day Celebration. 
Everybody Is mvited and encour· 
aged to come enjoy an evening 
by the fireplace." 

The Saturday celebration 
will be both an educational and 
social event, said Tagami. 

"Everyone can bring an hors 
d'oeuvre or dessert, and wine will 
be served," she noted. "It's a nice 
ttme for people to get together 
and meet each other, especially 
because we're all working for the 
same thing, to take care of the 
envirorunent." 

• For more information on 
Dickinson County Earth Week, 
contact Naturalist Barbara 
Tagami at 338-4238. 

10 tips on how to celebrate Earth Day: 
~1 . Get off to a clean start: Take a 

shower with soaps and shampoos 
made with organic ingredients. Then, 
serve someone special an organic 
breakfast in bed with certified organic 
orange juice, coffee, fresh fru1t. cere­
al, yogurt and eggs. 

2. Create a celebratory meal that's 
as close to 100 percent organic as 
possible. Invite friends and family 
to enjoy and help cook. It can be an 
organic picnic, pizza party, barbecue 
or high teal Try Organic Valley's Earth 
Day Creativity Cards for a fun dinner 
table game (www_ earthdinner.org). 

3. At the peak of the season (May 
through October). go to your local 
farmer's market and buy from your 
favonte organic farmer. Approximately 
40-60 percent of all farmer's market 
growers are organic. 

4. Building healthy soil Is a key 
tenet of organic farmmg. A great way 
to guarantee rich. organic soil is to 
start compostingl Contact your local 

library or Cooperative Extension office 
for compostmg information. 

s. Release "beneficial insects" 
(good bugs which keep away the bad 
bugs) in yourorgan1c garden. Ladybugs 
don't just bring good luck-they also 
serve as natural defenders for your 
garden's plants. Green Lacewing 
Larvae (consider'ed the ·garbage dis­
posal bug" of the insect world) are 
hardworking and hungry. If they're not 
available at your local garden supply, 
you can get a l1st garden suppliers by 
visiting The Organic Pages Online at 
www.theorganicpages.com. 

6. Kids can celebrate with color! 
Get hold of OTA's great activities 
and Coloring pages on The O'Mama 
Report web site (http:/ jwww.theo­
rgan icreport.com/ pages/ 65 _ o _kid. 
cfm). Play the Environmental Game 
on www.organicearthday.org. 

anything made with snuggly organic 
fleece. Studies have shown that in 
the U.S., it takes about one--third of 
a pound of chem1cals to grow enough 
non-organic cotton for one T-shirt. 

-48. Remember your Pooch. Give your 
furry friend an organic dog wash and 
treat him or her to an organic doggie 
biscuit 

9. Raise a toast to organic. Whether 
you enjoy a glass of orgamc wine, 
lemonade or tomato juice. there 
are numerous organic libations and 
refreshments to wet your whistle 

10. Slumber soundly and organical­
ly·sip organic chamomile tea and slip 
under your orgamc cotton sheets. 

The Earth Day Network and Organic 
Trade Association (OTA) have teamed 
up to draw attention to the ways 
organic products support a healthy 
environment and lifestyle w1th the 
Go Organic! for Earth Day national 
campaign. 



ow pa t Development 
embrace Arnolds Park 1g lot runoff 

IIYCAROLN­
DCN STAFF 

The parking lot at Arnold's Park Amusement 
Park is getting an ecologically-sensitive face­
lift this summer 

Concerns over parking lot rainwater runofT 
draining into and causing water quality prob· 
!ems for West Lake Okoboji drove the Iowa 
Great Lakes Maritime Museum board to look 
into alternatives for a new lot to comply with 
city requirements. 

The solution was low impact development 
(LID), an ecologically-friendly design approach 

1 that imitates natural water drainage and stor­
age. LID incorporates bioswales, rain gardens, 
bioretention cells, level spreaders, native land­
o;caping and pervious paving to manage storm 
water runofT. The project is expected to be 
completed by mid-summer. 

magnitude," said Brad Beck. 
The program is expected to catch 90 percent 

of Iowa rainfall events. 
"The system was designed to handle the run· 

off from about 1.25 inches of rain," said Iowa 
State University civU engineer Steve Jones 

Rains of this size are also considered to be 
the dirtiest in terms of silt , oUs, petroleum 
and other contaminants carried by runofT. 

Landscape architect Matthew Fair Jones 
of Minneapolis has donated his talents in the 
designing of U1e plaza, which will be located 
in the northwest corner of the space. A 1,()00. 
gallon tank will be located below the plaza to 
hold and recirculate water. 

Beck Engineering of Spirit Lake is in charge 
of construction for the project. Kenny Beck 
and sons Chris and Brad have donated their 
efTons. 

Monitoring equipment to be overseen by 
Steve Jones is planned in order to record the 
quality of the water coming out of the rain 
garden and pervious concrete areas. Over the 
next two years, the water will be sampled and 
analyzed with the tes t results posted on-site 
for public viewing. 

om Beek Engineering dig a trench for 

·n·s the biggest project of this type and 

mar native ptams are bft@il 
thought of as weeds and take 
awhile to fully grow in, but they 
are what is best for the soil. 

Pervious concrete will be 
used th10ughout th• project 
According to Steve Anderson. 
the concrete is similar to a Rice 
Krispy bar-only it can hold 3,500 
pounds per square inch 

A drop of rain falling on the 
old parking lot design would 

USOi dlllatbf tdf tfi@ DiCKIHSbh 
County Clean Water Alliance. 

lf the water would now into 
the- IJ(Irnous concrete, it would 
lUtPr down into a rock chamber, 
where the sediment carried by 
the \\ ater would stay. The water 
would cool down and bacteria 
growing on the rocks would 
hn>ak down chemicals from the 
pavement runotT. 

The pervious concrete areas 

Earth Day 
Celebration 
at Gull Point 

State Park 

IMPACT 
con11nued on page 2A ·j) 27 

ched· 
a:w UJ t lit t.J~hose 
interested can contact Ste\'e 
Anderson at (712) 336·3782. A 
pervious concrete pouring edu­
cational day for contractors and 
concrete workers will be held 
May·t 

Funding for this project came 
from grants and ~ifts from 
several sources mcludmg the 
Okoboji Protective Association, 
Un iversity of OkoboJi 

Foundation, Dickinson County 
Water Quality Commission, 
EPA 319 Water Quality Funds, 
Iowa State Revolving Funds (a 
low-interest loan), Vision Iowa 
Program and private contribu­
tions. 

'There are a lot of th ings com­
ing together to make th is ali pos· 
sible," Anderson said. 

Four additional demo sites in 
the area are coming up over the 
next two years with new and 
similar projects. 



continued from page 1A 

"Within 72 hours of a rain, all 
the water will be drained from 
the parking lot," Steve Jones 
said. 

An educational kiosk will be 
constructed on-site to better 
educate the public about low 
impact development and how the 
Arnolds Park site works. It will 
house the information recorded 
from the monitoring equipment. 

The soU mlxture used for the 
project for maximum efficiency 
is 50 percent sand for perme­
ability, 25 percent loam topsoil 
for removing pollutants and 25 
percent high-quality compo t for 
organic material. 

In an urban setting, native 
plants are not always popular, 
which is why the project will 
utilize a combination of both 
native and turf.style grasses 
Jane Shuttleworth of Friends 
of Lakeside Laboratory warned 
that native plants are often 
thought of as weeds and take 
awhile to fully grow In, but they 
are what is best for the soil. 

Pervious concrete will be 
used throughout the project. 
According to Steve Anderson, 
the concrete is similar to a Rice 
Krispy bar-only it can hold 3.500 
pounds per square inch 

A drop of rain falling on the 
old parking lot design would 

land on asphalt, pick up dirt, oil 
and other particles as it traveled 
to the curb, flow west with the 
slope of the lot, spill into the 
street and pour into the storm 
sewer before spilling into the 
lake--polluting the water. 

With the new design, the water 
would either flow into the rain 
garden or the pervious concrete. 
In the rain garden, the water 
would either be absorbed by the 
top compost layer, be used by 
the plants or evaporate into the 
atmosphere. If the rain garden is 
fully saturated. the water would 
go into the rock reservoir before 
entering the tile line, storm 
sewer and then flowing into the 
lake. 

"The water that's going 
through the rain garden will be 
cleaned by the plants and soils 
and cooled down before it enters 
the lake," said Steve Anderson, 
Coordinator for the Dickinson 
County Clean Water Alliance. 

If the water would flow into 
the pervious concrete, it would 
ftlter down into a rock chamber, 
where the sediment carried by 
the water would stay, The water 
would cool down and bacteria 
growing on the rocks would 
break down chemicals from the 
pavement runoff. 

The pervious concrete areas 

Earth Day 
Celebration 
at Gull Point 

State Park 

PHOTO 
Construction workers from Beek Engineering dig a trench for 
the LID project. 

will be paved starting April 27 
and a funding meeting is sched­
uled for May 1 at 1:30 p.m. Those 
interested can contact Steve 
Anderson at (712) 336·3782. A 
pervious concrete pouring edu­
cational day for contractors and 
concrete workers wlll be held 
May4. 

Funding for this project came 
from grants and gifts from 
several sources including the 
Okoboji Protective Association, 
Univcr ity of Okoboji 

Foundation, Dickinson County 
Water Quality Commission, 
EPA 319 Water Quality Funds, 
Iowa State Revolving Funds (a 
low-interest loan), Vision Iowa 
Program and private contribu­
tions. 

"There are a lot of things com­
ing together to make this all pos­
sible," Anderson said. 

Four additional demo sites in 
the area are coming up over the 
next two years with new and 
similar projects. 

• 



A man with Watershed management 
project will aid 

a plan Iowa Great Lakes 
grant writers 
in clean water efforts 

Jim Frederick 1s wnting a watershed assessment plan lor the Iowa Great Lakes. (Photo by Greg Drees) 

By Greg Drees 
jomnulro~ 1<1tnt 

ciah to wme a watershed assessment Frederick 1s givmg a Power Point 
plan for the Iowa Great Lakes. pre~entation ~bout the watershed plan 

"There 1s already a wealth of infor- to c!ty councils, commumty-based or-
malton eXIsting about the natural re- garuzauons and panoers that are 
sources in .the lakes area," Frederick members of the Dickinson County 
sard. "My JOb IS to bring it all to- Clean Water Alliance. The next steps 
g_e..,th_e_r_m_to_o_ne-doc_.u .. m_e_n_t._ .. __ __._.....;:in::.;v:.:;o::,lv:.;e;,;c;:o:,:::nducting an agricultural 

Bridges Bay resort and waterpark set to open in 2006 
BY ANITRA WOLF 
MANAGING EDITOR 

Site developers for Bridges 
Bay Resort and Indoor 
Waterpark report the con­
struction continues along the 
shores of East Lake Okoboji. 

"Construction is moving 
quickly, and we anticipate [72) 
residence condos to be ready 
by July 2006," said Jon Broek, 
President of Equity Homes. 

He plans for the 48 resort 
condos, 20,000 square.feet 
indoor waterpark, arcade, and 
fitness center to be open by 
Christmas. Other anticipated 
resort amenities will include 
an outdoor pool, sheltered 

picnic area, children's fishing 
pond, children's !llayground, 
and boat rental. 

The development, original­
ly approved by the Dickinson 
County Board of Supervisors 
in 2005, is now under con­
sideration for annexation into 
the City of Arnolds Park. 

"They have submitted a peti­
tion, and we're still working 
through the agreement," said 
Ron Walker, Arnolds Park 
City Administrator. "It is a 
three way agreement between 
the developers, the city and 
Clay Regional Water." 

PARK 
continued on page 2A 

Bridges Bay Resort I• under construction near Arnolds Park. MBnJ or tile OOIIdoe -
expected to be ready for occupancy by till• July with completion or tile ... .,.,. 
slatod for December. 



B 

Site 
Bay 
Water 

A man with I 

a plan 
Watershed management 
project will aid 
Iowa Great Lakes 
grant writers 
in dean water efforts 

By Greg Drees 
lt~mliOO!l'=,£_llllknt 

ARNOLDS PARK, 
Iowa - He has a 
plan- a far-reach­

ing plan - and when fin­
ished it will define a com­
munity' commitment to 
water quality. 

Wlule studymg a map of the Iowa 
Great Lakes watershed. J1m Fredenck 
summarized the goal of a two-year 
project to write a management plan tn 
D1ckin>on County to sen·e as a tool 
for winning grant funds for clean 
water iniualives. 
··sometime~ 11 seem!. like a dauntmg 

task," he said. "But when tt ts com­
pleted the plan will be a hvmg docu­
ment that demarcates the Iowa Great 
Lake natural resources and the goal 
to preserve Lhem " 

Frederick. who grew up ncar Straw­
berry Point in ea~tern Iowa and was 
drawn to the outdoor life along the 

lississippi Rlver. spenl 35 years with 
the Natural Re~ources Conservatlon 
Service. After retiring last winter. 
Fredenck was asked by top D R offi-

cials to write a watershed assessment 
plan for the Iowa Great Lakes. 

''There is already a wealth of infor­
mation existing about the natural re­
ources m the lakes area," Frederick 

said. ''My JOb is to bring it all to­
gether mto one document." 

Frederi k asmted'in a smillar prOJ­
ect in the Lake Rathbun watershed, 
the result of wluch has enabled re­
source managers there to acquire 
grants for water quality protection 
proJects. The Iowa Great Lakes man­
agement plan Will be the second of its 
kind 10 the state. 

The document will be written m 
sections, with Frederick consulting 
wuh expens 10 areas such as Low 1m­
pact Development (LID), storm water 
management, tourism, L1ght Detec­
tion and Ranging (LiDAR) and Geo­
graphic Information Systems (GIS) 
technologies, invasive species preven­
tion and seditnent and era ion control. 
Once the plan is complete in the fall 
of 2007, grant wnters can key on spe­
ctfic sections of the document. 

"When grant apphcauons are re­
viewed by government entitles and 
foundations, for example, they want 
detailed mformauon about why the 
applicant deserves the money," Fred­
erick said. ''This plan will provide 
that infonnation." 

Frederick is giving a Power Po10t 
presentation about the watershed plan 
to city councils, commumty-based or­
ganizations and partners that are 
members of the Dickinson County 
Clean Water Alliance. The next steps 
involve conducting an agricultural 
cropland assessment, evaluate urban 
runoff conditions and work with the 
DNR, NRCS and Dickinson Soil and 
Water Conservation D1 trict offices in 
developing alternatives for tmproving 
water quality in the watershed. 

"We want all the planners and the 
whole community to buy into the 
fmal document," Frederick said. "Il­
lustrating unity and showing you have 
worked hard to wnte the management 
plan plays huge dividends in the grant 
writing world." 

The Environmental Protecuon 
Agency and the Dickinson County 
Water Quality CommissiOn fund the 
project. 

''There are a lot of movers and shak­
ers here in terms of protecting the nat­
ural resources and the water quahty of 
the lakes," Frederick concluded. ''Tius 
coalition of conservat1orusts makes my 
job much easier." 

For infonnation about the watershed 
assessment plan, contact Frederick at 
iglcoordinator@ gmail.com 
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"Naturo provides • pretty 
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llllmk bow It provided water 
quality G>r an area, you have 
to lmow what the ecosystem 
wu like before development 
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White settlement began 1n 
1850, so the surveyo~ saw a 
few cabins. a few farmers' 
fields and stagecoach roads 
then, but there was little 
other development, says BaiT 

Bair used a map entitled, 
Pre·settlement Vegetation of 
the Lakes Area. created by 
Iowa State University stu­
dents and based on survey 
notes. The map appeared to 
have mostly yellow and blue­
yellow grasslands and blue 
lakes and marshes. A close 
inspection revealed a few 
green areas representing 
woods. 

"The surveyor. who took the 
notes. walked every mile and 
would record whether he was 
entering a marsh, woods or 
other terrain," Bair said "He 
would go through a prairie 
pot hole and say whether he 
thought it could be dramed 
for farming." 

Surveyors noted "no tim 
ber" in Spirit Lake. "No lim· 
ber" meant they could walk a 
straight line and not come to 
a tree. It didn't mean there 
were none; it JUSt meant trees 
were very sparse. 

"Surveyors uwd large Burr 
Oaks when they could, as a 
'bearing tree' or 'line tree.' 
Ninety percent of the trees 
then were Burr Oaks," Bair 
sa1d. ''But because there were 
few tree!>, they often made 
mounds of earth and set posts 
m the mounds." 

Part of the reason the oaks 
were scattered and sparse is 
the tree> roots didn't do weU in 
the wet o:.otl But regular 
prairie burns were the pri 
mary reason, say:, Bair 

"Mo!.t frres occurred m 
autumn and were usually 
Native American set Now, 
due to frre suppression. the 
woods are dense; so there are 
few cround plants and no 
oaks. If v.e don't open up our 
woods and start burnmg 
ag:un. this is the last of our 
oaks." said Bair. 

Gerould Wilhelm. a lso a 
p~nter at the workshop on 
Friday and Director of 
Environmental Services for 
Conservation Design Forwn. 
in Elmhw·st. Illinois, agreed 

When you suppress fire, 
shade trt'es. like elms, grow 
in ThPn roots thin; then you 
loM! ams. soU. seeds, bulbs; 
you lo'>e all the germ materi· 
al. It's like a train wreck.'' 
Wllhelm said 

Wilhelm suggested urban 
planners take lessons from 
Iowa's history. 

'There were peopl(' here, 
Nattve Americans, that didn't 
have a Kum :md Go around 
the corner All of there 
apothecary stores, had to be 
within walking distance and 
so they maintained the land­
scape that was full of living 
things. There were plants that 
were harvested for medicine, 
dyes. basketry. There were 
plants that were managed to 
sustain the bison and the 
elk." Wilhelm said 

"Mer the first hard frost. 
they started the annual 
autumnal fires. This allowed 
the forage to grow back in the 
wmter for bison and then, 
good strong grasses for the 
sprmg nesting birds 

"We have only one word for 
fire in our language, but they 
had several Tht?re are fires 
that scud across the suriace of 
the earth and leave the frost 
underneath. because the fire 
burned upward, In the crown 
The plants are dormant in the 
lower stems, so they arc not 
harmed And It leaves a thou­
sand livmg things at the scale 
of an Insect, but not noticed 
bV a scientist today studying 
an aerial photogreph 

''Now every three years is 
how oflen we should burn 
according to whites," 
Wilhelm said "Only white 
people could come up with a 
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frequency that is off-base 
with a pattern that was 
known to work_ But wa1tmg 
three years means enough 
debris to make a par boil ing 
fire which kills insects and 
other livmg matter. If you 
burn every year. you recog­
nize that below the ground. in 
the prairie, is where the life 
IS. 

"All of the root mass has 
been there thousands of 
years and dying and separat 
ing all the clay particles, so 
water can come in and go out 
into rivers and streams_ So 
everywhere It feU, mto the 
wonderful mix of organic car­
bon_ water remained a con 
stant temperatUre and chefri 
istry, so 1t could ha.,.·e lots of 
ltvmg things. The prairie, on 
June 15, especially after burn, 
starts to bulk-up, whereas, 
urban grasses start to brown, 
unless watered," Wilhelm 
said 

Prairies absorb and evapo­
rate as much moisture as they 
receive, so they're natural 
Oood control and the reason 
why the Iowa Great Lakes 
area expertenced very httle 
flooding in its early history, 
say experts 

"There wa:j not a drop of 
run off frorr. Caylor Prairie 
after the 8 , nches of rain 
recently: In fact, you cannot 
use the machmes that meas· 
ure run-off downstream of 
Caylor Praine, because it 
doesn't genemte enough sur­
face water to run the mach me 
that does the measuring.'' 
said Wilhelm 

"And drought is not a prob­
lem for prairies, because in 
night air water can condense 
on the plants, even in July, 
unless it is not burned every 
year lf not burned every year 
you have dry grasses lying 
across the green plants. the 
water won't move down. If 
It'S l'rt>sh and green. the night 
a1r can condense on It and 
generate water in the soil.'' 
Wilhelm said 

Prairies are also the reason 
for our rich. Iowa, top soil, 
says Wilhelm 

'When you have all that 
root mass in there, a lot of the 
plant is breathing, and pro­
ducing C02 and absorbmg 
water, it creates a ton of 
organic material per acre per 
year (top soil)," Wilhelm sa1d 

Wilhelm says our lawns and 
current crop:,, of soy hf>:ms 
and corn. do not ha\'e enough 
root mass to keep up with the 
rain that falls and runs off 

"Also. the temperature of 
the rain is different than the 
plants. In a pratrie. the ram 
can warm or cool as It slowly 
moves down to the soil. But 
with beans and corn. the rain 
Is an tmmediate shock to 
roots or praine insects_ They 
ha\'e life strategic:, that were 
developed o·;er thousands of 
years. And of the 550 wetland 
species, scarcely 5 can sur 
\· ive (in those conditions)," 
Wilhelm said 

Water is key in new urban designs 
BY LYNN LAWS 

SPECIAL TO THE DCN 

L
ollypop trees, poodle shrubs. 
clay bumps and drug depend­
ent rugs that's what urban 
yards are mostly made of, 

says Gerould Wilhelm. Director of 
Environmental Services for 
Conservation Design Forum m 
Elmhursl, Jlllnois 

Wilhelm. who received his Ph D. in 
botany from Southern Illinois 
University, once had a yard in Illinois 
wuh all of these modern inventions. 
But he was encouraaed to ret)link his 
ways when his son ten home to jom 
the Marine Corps and he and his wife 
decided to do an "archaeological dig" 
m his son's room. Among the ruins. 
they found an 8th grade assignment 
his son had forgotten to turn in, enti­
tled: Plants: Prisoners of War. In the 
story, young Mr. Wilhelm described 
plants as neighbo)"!; with no children 
The only "free tree" m the neighbor­
hood was an old cononwood tree. that 
would birth little cottonwood trees in 
the spring, only to have adult humans 
mow them dO~Ao'Jl _ Eventually the 
humans even chopped down the old 
cottonv.'OOd "And that was tl1e end of 
life in our neighborhood," wrote 
young Mr: Wilhelm 

"We've designed away tomorrow," 
Gerould Wilhelm told an audience of 
50 urban planners, c1ty leaders, land 
owners and others, gathered at 
Village West in Spirit Lake, last 
Friday, to learn about sustainable 
urban design strategies that mimic 
nature and restore pmctices from the 
past 

James Patchett. President of 
Conservation Design Forum and co­
presenter on Fr1day, was also critical 
of current urban design practices. 

"We're tramed to mismanage water. 
But, I don't want to insult anyone 
Rather, 1 want to challenge all of us to 
step back and take an honest assess­
ment of what we've been taught to do 
over the years and there are many 
problems associated with these 
things," said Patchett, who received 
his Masters m Civtl £ngincering at 
Iowa State University, ma,Jorlng in 
water resources, in 1986. Patchett 
grew up in Muscatine on Mtssissippi 
river and went to school at Iowa State 
University, before movmg to Michigan 
m80s. 

''Most of our 18 to 2-1 inches of top 
soil in Iowa has been lo:,t because of 
our practices because of water: 
Water is the key It's the driving force 
behmd our thinkm~. whethPr urban 
or agriculture. water has been viewed 
as a waste product. It is not a waste 
product, but most precious," Patchett 
sa1d 

·water quality enhancement and 
storm water conb'Ol we say these 
are the funcuons of wetlands and this 
1s why we should value them But this 
is a rec1pe for disaster_ This is view 

--Paltc:Ntt,~ol~ 
Deltp Forum, oftldd the~ .... 
tur.,..,..,.Mtetonltte. 

• mtn•m•ze imDCMOUS surfaces 
• dVOid concentrated points of dis­
charge 
• d•ffuse,absorowater .... nere 11 fails 
• capture and infiil.ratc runoff on srte 
• pteSeNe natural drarnage features 
and S)-stems; promote ecologiC&\ 
restoration of remnant wet and dry 
prames 
• avokl soil d1$1\1Ploon and restore 
toll health 
• AVOID SOIL COMPACTION 
• celebrate water as a precious 
resource that you want to keep versus 
send a .... ay 
• Roof top gardens 
• Por'ous pav~ng sr.;.tems 
• Le11e1 spreader s~stems that allows 
water to m.grate to rooted plant beds 
• ero-swe\ls 
• Ra•ngarctens 
• Art that 15 rarn water drlll(!n 
• Cisterns 

ing water as a waste product 
"This utilitarian view of water 

causes us to think of ways to send 
water away from where we want to 
hve and then have to come up with 
engmeer solutions to keep it from 
tearmg up where we sent it 

"We mass-grade the land, put our 
shallow gradmg of turi there, with no 
root system, at a 1-2 inch slope, then 
put m a hole for the express purpose 
of gettmg r1d of wa ter, into a sealed 
pipe and send it somewhere else 
Water ~oes from a little hole to a big 
hole m the ground as quickly as we 
can get it there. This is our contempo­
rary relationship With water," 
Patchett satd 

Patchett says we need to restore 
thinking of water as a resource and 
use natura1 systems that capture ram­
fall. diffuse Oow, cleanse, and absorb 
water on-site. He offered several ways 
to do this. (Sef side bar:) 

"Lakes were discharge zones 
water coming tram the ground to sus­
tain the hydrology of the lake. Now, 
much is from surface water run olf 
That's bad when you get to that point. 
So understanding ground water-domi­
nated hydrology is so Important thls 
must be restored We must under­
stand our historical patterns of 
hydrolog):" Patchett sa1d 

Patchett says development is not a 
bad thing 

"We JUSt need to identify where 1t 
makes sen:,c to develop. And when we 
do develop, we need to thmk about 
buildings and outdoor areas that are 
healthy, that not only do not further 
degmde our resources. but recharge 
them_ It's the best thing for our pocket 
books, ·• Patchett said 

Patchett doesn't view excluding 
humans from natural areas as a good 
solution. e1ther 

at all costs_' 

"The last 8,000 to 10.000 years, since 
the glaciers retreated, human beings 
have been here and managed it 
What's natura] is for the human being 
to be here." Patchett sa1d. 

The problem, says Patchett, is that 
our day-to-day hfe no longer mandates 
an intlrnate understanding of our nat­
ural envlronment how the world 
around us works, and so we become 
detached and disconnected from earth 
processes and physical laws that gov­
ern us_ But we need this mformation 
to create sustainable practices. 
Without the mformation and wtthout 
Iileanlng to. we bUild lmsustainablc 
cities ' 

"We strip off top SOil and roll over 
the land with our bulldozers, until we 
kill every living thing and compact 
the soil. so nothing can grow in the 
future then we come along and put 
in lollypop trees and turl grass with 
no root system." Patchett said 

Patchett says he is not anti-turl 
grass, he JuSt doesn't think it should 
be used at every site. A better practice 
i::. to u:,c n;dh-e plant;;, wh.~h cunJol 
flooding, are resistant to drought and 
"know how to live here." 

"Prairie plants moved m here slow­
ly, over thousands of years, and 
became the plants of Iowa, adapted to 
Iowa. subJected to some of the most 
extremes weather phenomena 
intensely cold wmters, intensive rain­
fall , droughts. burnmg summers 
and have learned how to hve here, 
buildmg the richest top soils m the 
world," Patchett said 

Patchett says his ru-m works wah 
entire Cities and regions to design 
future development in a sustamable 
way, in a process that requires com­
munities to work together as a team 
They work within a budget sunilar to 
any com·entional project, because 
designs eliminate many structures 
that have traditionally been used 

"We're on the cusp of learning 
these things_ Most towns share water­
sheds. As long as we don't care about 
our neighbors, we don't care about 
ourselves. So really what we're domg 
is to start learnmg about how to care 
for ourselves. We must work with oth­
er:, m our watersheds and those 
downstream," Wilhelm said 

"The last thing you need is some 
engineering expert to come here and 
tell you what to do," Wilhelm sa1d. 

Because every town and every 
aspect of a town is unique, Wilhelm 
and Patchett suggest local and state 
experts, who are willmg to rethmk 
old practices ::tnd to work wtth others 
within their watershed, make the best 
members on an urban dcs1gn team 

··we can rethink what we've been 
tramed to do. We can take own under­
standmg of own areas and retool 
with these concepts. What we're talk­
mg about Is a restorative process -
how you can develop an area and not 
only not degrade it. but actually build 
qWllity back m," Patchett said 

Wilhelm described bulru"h 
beds as native artifacts and 
emblemattc of shorelines 

''They (bulrushes) should 
be curated, even if you don't 
understand how or why }o'OU 

need them," said Wilhelm 
"You must identify aU }'Our 
aboriginal material and pre­
sene it. This material is what 
you have that knows how to 
hve here_ You must protect it 

In the afternoon, partici· 
pants convened in a local 
\.,.'OOded area. on West Lake 
OkoboJi, to view severe ero­
sion caused by too much 

shade. which does not allow 
deep-rooted plants to grow. 
and curb structures which 
direct large concentratiOnS of 
run-off f'rom streets mto the 
lakes, taking soil w1th it 



Anglers Bay project awarded $1.~1n'ifilon 
Organizers of the Anglers 

Bay project on Big Spirit Lake 
are pausing to celebrate the 
project's first major public 
fundingiibefore digging into 
the larger fundraising task 
ahead. 

As the Iowa Natural 
Heritage Foundation (INHF) 
a."ld other project support­
ers hoped. Anglers Bay was 
awarded a $1.5 million appro­
priation by the 2006 state leg­
islative session for the pur­
chase of "unique and trea­
sured land in Iowa." 

Located on the northeast 
shore of Big Spirit Lake, the 
Anglers Bay project protects 
3,500 feet of natural horeline. 
It's lined by the area's largest 
bulrush bed, which provides 
critical habitat for fish, birds 
and other wildlife. 

!NHF is purchasing the site 
on contract for eventual trans­
fer to the Iowa Departtnent 
of Natural Resource (IDNR). 
Once transferred. the 93-acre 
site will become a public 
area for wildlife habitat. low­
rmpact recreation and bike 
trail access. Between land 
acquisition and initial resto-

ration, the total project cost i 
$6.67 million 

"We're thrilled that the 
legislature recognized this 
project's value not only to the 
area's native plants and wild­
life. but also to water quality, 
public recreation and tour­
ism," ;aid Mark Ackelson, 
INHF president. "We're par­
ticularly grateful to the local 
legislators Senator David 
Johnson and Rep. Mike May 
for their tenacious efforts to 
educate their colleagues about 
the site's importance and to 
secure this critical funding." 

The $1.5 million award is 
part of a S5 million public 
funding goal. The IDNR has 
pledged $2 million from its 
budget. payable over its next 
three fiscal years. Project sup­
porters will request another 
$1.5 million appropriation 
during next year's legislative 
session. 

Meanwhile, INHFhas begun 
raising the remaming SJ.67 
million !i'om private source 
locally and throughout the 
state. 

"We need a lot more dol­
lars before our final payment 

fall due in July 2007, but th1s 
project has already generated 
huge public and private sup­
port," noted Ackelson "I can't 
say I never lose sleep over 
raising this kind of money, 
but I'm very optimistic. Once 
people find out what's at stake 
here, their next question is 
usually How can I help?"' 

Formerly slated for devel­
opment, the site contains the 
area's most diverse aquatic 
plant population. The exten­
sive bulrush bed is only the 
most visible of 1ts varied 
plants. According to research­
ers, these plants provide criti­
cal nursery sites and habitat 
for many of the lake's game 
and nongame fish species. 
Their seeds provide a feast 
for migrating birds. 

Future management plans 
for the site include restoring 
prairie and wetland areas 
and building a trail that links 
to the Dickinson County 
Recreational Trails system. 
MPanwhile the site adjo\ 
and bullers natural resourc· 
es at Hale's Slough, a state­
owned wetland and hunting 
area. 

Current owners Don and 
Nancy Varnes had considered 
building 35 or more houses 
on the site, which many local 
residents and researchers had 
feared would destroy the bul­
rush bed and its benefits. 

"We are forever grateful to 
Don and Nancy for not orily 
reconsidering their building 
plans. but then selling their 
land at a bargain price for 
public use and preservation," 
noted Ackelson. "It took their 
flexibility to get the proj­
ect started. With additional 
vision and support from the 
Iowa DNR. state legislature, 
local supporters and so many 
others, we're well on the way 
to saving this piece of the 
lake's natural heritage for 
future generations. Maybe 
one day our great-grandkids 
will think of us while enjoy­
ing a quiet day of fishing 
here." 

Project contributions, des· 
ignated "Anglers Bay;" can 
be sent to th Iowa Namral 
Herit c Foundation at www. 
inhf.org or 505 Fifth Ave., 
#444, Des Moines, lA 50309. 
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Outdoor Classroom 
Area sixth graders 
receive 
environmental 
education 

BY ANITRA WOLF 
MANAGING EDITOR 

What better way to get the atten­
tion of a sLxth grader than bringing 
out the butterflies. hunting dogs and 
life jacket games• Then. once you've 
got thetr attention, what better way 
to teach them about nature and the 
environment? 

On Thursday. Sept. 7, the Dickinson 
Soil and Water Conservation District 
sponsored its 28th annual Stxth Grade 
Outdoor Classroom at Kettleson­
Hogsback Nature Area north of Spirit 
Lake. . 

Area sixth graders from Harns­
Lake Park, Okoboji, Spirit Lake 
and Terril attended the event. They 
learned about soils, clean water 
boating and water safety, waterfowl, 
scuba diving and snorkeling, wild 
[Jowers, retriever dogs, orphaned and 
injured wildlife and the Kettleson-

Hogsback area. 
Instructors for the day welcomed 

the opportunity to help the students 
discover nature's magnificence. 

It's interesting. A lot of kids any­
more don't get out and enjoy nature, 
said Betty Romero, Soil Conservation 
Technician for the Natural Resources 
Service. Romero taught the students 
about roadside plants and flowers 
during her session. What I'm doing is 
wetting their appetite. Maybe thts can 
become a hobby- something for the 
family to do together. 

At another session, Clean Water 
Alliance Coordinator Steve Anderson 
illustrated through a toy model how 
fertilizers, soil runoff and other 
pollutants can affect the lakes and 
groundwater. Dickinson County 
Naturalist Barbara Tagarru asked 
them to wish on a released butterfly 
afier learning about the creature's 
migration habits, and studentsmet 
Thunder, an eight-year-old retneyer, 
and were educated in how to begm 
training a hunting dog. 

The classes were conducted by 
members of the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS), 
the Dickinson Coil and Water 
Conservation District, lowa 

Department of Natural Resources, 
the Dickinson County Conservat10n 
Board. the Iowa Great Lakes Water 
Safety council, Blue Water Divers 
Scuba and Snorkeling and Linda 
Hinshaw. 

The goal of the outdoor classroo".' is 
to provide a unique learnmg expe~l­
ence and an increased understandmg 
of the environment. 

It's fun to get out and experience 
things hands on instead for reading it 
out of a book, said Jason Schnetder, 
Spirit Lake sixth grade teacher. The 
kids have learned a lot about nature, 
different plants and flowers and boat­
ing safety. 

Sixth graders at the annual outdoor class­
room event learned the importance of hav­
Ing and wearing life jackets while spending 
time on the area's waters. 
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Development Day 
features new sites 

8Y CAROLINE RUSK 
DCN STAFF 

Last Wednesday's Low Impact 
Development (LID) Day in the 
Lakes area featured two new 
sites in Arnolds Park and Spirit 
Lake. Project Engineer Jeff 
Rose of Jacobson-Westergard 
and Dickinson County Clean 
Water Alliance Coordinator 
Steve Andersen walked a 
small crowd through the 
various steps intended to 
improve water quality at 
both the Arnolds Park 
Baseball Diamond and 
Spirit Lake High School's 
new parking lot. 

LID is a new, compre­
hensive land planning 
and engineering design 
approach with a goal of 
maintaining and enhanc· 
lug the pre-development 
hydrologic regime of 
urban and developing 
watersheds. 
"The rain garden 

between the parking lots 
[behind Allen's Hardware) 

and the retaining wall [at the 
baseball diamond) will pro­

tect the investment of the ball 
field ," said Rose. 
In addition to the rain garden, 

f)lture Improvements of the ll~se· 
ball diamond Include a retrofit­
ted sediment basin as well as an 
lnffitratlon trench. 

" All the water north of the field 
will drain into the Infiltration 
trench and then into the reten­
tion area," Rose said. "Before, It 
just drained into the storm sewer 
and into the lake." 

A new concession stand is also 
in future plans for the field. Thus 
far, the city has spent an estimat­
ed $70,000 on the project. 

Rose estimated a project com­
pletion date for the baseball dia­
mond of Nov. 15. 

The second site toured, Spirit 
Lakes High School's new park­
ing !of, has planned for it a rain 
garden that Is part of an all over 
project that will come as fundi ng 
is available for the school. 

Another recent LID project 
In the Lakes area Includes the 
parking lot of Arnolds Park 
Amusement Park, which was 
completed this summer and 
includes a 1,000-gallon tank locat­
ed below the plaza that holds 
and recirculates water. Over the 
next two years, the water will be 
sampled and analyzed by moni­
toring equipment with the test 
results posted on-site for public 
viewing. 
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The Iowa Attorney General's office Is now investigating a series of construction violations at the Bridges 
Bay site In Arnolds Park. The accusations Include water quality violations as a result of dysfunctional silt 
fences and soil erosion practices. 

Attorney General to 
investigate Bridges 

Bay violations 
BY ANITRA WOLF 
MANAGING EDITOR 

Construction practices 
at the Bridges Bay Resort 
water park/condominium 
complex are now under 
investigation by the Iowa 
Attorney General's office 
following a meeting of the 
Envirorunental Protection 
Commission last week. 

According to the Iowa 
Department of Natural 

Resources, site construction 
has violated silt fence ordi­
nances on several occasions, 
broken the open burning 
law and failed to exercise 
proper erosion control. 

Throughout the past year, 
DNR officials have been 
gathering evidence regard­
ing water and air qual­
ity violations at the 7~acre 
Bridges Bay site. where 
construction includes 72 
residence condos, 48 resort 

condos, a 20,000 square­
feet indoor water park, an 
arcade,*/ I and fitness cen­
ter. 

"The reason we were 
out there was for routine 
storm water compliance 
inspections and complaint 
investigations for down silt 
fencing," said Tom Roos, 
DNR environmental spe· 
cialist. "Our first visit was 
Ocl 4, 2005. We met with a 
site engineer from Jacobsen 

Westergard many times to 
go over some of the problem 
areas that they had with 
their silt fencing. We docu­
mented two known water 
quality violations that 
we've visually observed and 
sampled, as well as an air 
quality violation for open 
burning of construction 
waste." 

BRIDGES 

CONTAlBUTEO PHOTO 

Larry Peterson lost more than 300 pounds and says he 
has been able to keep the weight off thanks to the sup­
port of his TOPS group. Today, he presents behavior~! 
management seminars nationwide to help others In then 
weight loss battles. 

Sliming down, 
staying healthy 
Weight loss guru invites public 
to 'Take Off Pounds Sensibly' 

BY ANITRA WOLF 
MANAGING EDITOR 

put the weight right back on. 
This time. he swore it would 
be different. And three and a 
half years later. he continues 
to declare success in his weight 
loss battle . ._...,__.,. 
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Water Quality Commission 
funds project proposals 

At its meeting on Monday 
Oct. 23, the Dickinson County 
Water Quality Commission 
approved funds for five water 
quality projects for Fiscal 
Year 2008 (July 1, 2007 - June 
30,2006). The Water Quality 
Commission was created by 
a 28-E agreement between 
the all the cities in Dickinson 
County and the county to allo­
cate $200,000 for water quality 
projects for Dickinson County 
Lakes (Swan Lake, Silver Lake 
and the Iowa Great Lakes). 
This year the Water Quality 
Commission received nine 
applications that with total 
requests of $254,289. 

The projects that the com­
mission fully funded include: 

l. Silver Lake Watershed 
Assessment Dickinson 
SWCD $10,000 
2. Assessment and 
Management Plan for IGL 
Dickinson SWCD 
$45,000 
3. Anglers Bay Pq>ject 
INHF $100,000 
4. Naturalist Internship 
DCCB$5,100 

The following project was 
only partially funded: 

5. OPA Wahpeton Storm 
Water Management OPA 
$15,548 

The Water Quality 
Commission allots $24,352 

for the Dickinson Soil and 
Water ConservatiCln District 
to do administrative work 
and that money supports 
the Clean Water Alliance 
Coordinator. 

The 28-E agreement was 
signed with a pledge to bring 
in from private, state and 
federal source $3 for every 
$1 dollar raised locally. In 
the ix years of the Water 
Quality Commission they 
have approved over $1 mil­
lion dollars and those funds 
have been matched with over 
$10 mill ion dollars to edu­
cation, re earch. improve 
and protect the water qual­
ity within Dickinson County 
lakes. 

AG: Fourth generation farmer hopes to build ethanol's future in Iowa 
continued from page 1A 

Northey 's campaign 
trail leading to Des Moines 
took months of consider­
ation and preparation. 
He announced his bid in 
September of 2005 at the 
Clay County Fair after care­
fully analyzing the chal­
lenges, political issues and 
proper campaign strategies 
for several months. 

"I basically wrote a thesis 
on the job for myself," he 
said. "Part of doing that 
study was looking into how 
these races had been run 
in the past. I talked to a lot 
of people who had run in 
the past. Eacll political race 
is unique - statewide office 
races are unique." 

Growing up in a politi-

cal and agricultural family 
helped prepare Northey for 
his campaign trail. 

"It gives you a sense of 
reality of how important 
it is," he said. "It demysti­
fies politics. These are just 
regular folks doing the best 
that they can. It 's possible 
to be engaged [in politics], 
do a good job and make a 
difference. 

Northey is a fourth­
generation Iowa farmer, 
returning to farm with his 
grandfatber, Sid Northey, 
after graduating from 
Iowa State University in 
Ag Business in !981. In the 
past, Bill has served on a 
variety of agricultural com. 
mittees and has been an 

active member of both the 
Dickinson County Soil and 
Water Conservation and 
the Farm Bureau. His other 
grandfather. E. Howard 
Hill, was also very active 
in the Farm Bureau, serv­
ing as President of the Iowa 
Farm Bureau from 1947· 
1963. Bill Northey's father, 
Wayne Northey, serves 
as a Dickinson County 
Supervisor. 

"This is an election vic­
tory we all share," Northey 
said. "Iowans from all polit­
ical persuasions set aside 
partisan leanings and cast 
a vote for the vision of 
Iowa agriculture that we ~ll 
share · one of opportunity 
and growth." 

Throughout his cam­
paign, Northey emphasized 
the importance of ethanol 
in Iowa. 

"We are living in a very, 
very dynam1c time in Iowa 
right now," Northey said. 
"We have a tremendous 
opportunity to play a sig­
nificant role in the ethanol 
industry. .. I want to make 
sure we stay on the cutting 
edge of that." 

Northey said he. is learn­
ing more about working 
with both larger agricul­
tural markets as well as 
the smaller family farming 
operations while looking for 
new and different diversifi­
cation in Iowa agriculture. 

'Td like to expand sev-

Guy Foster of Lake Park enjoyed some 
Improvement Association has formed to 
the lake, located just southwest of Lake Par1~ 

S'ilver Lake P8s~ 
• :h 

Association begr:; 
BY TRACY SCHLATER 

DCN STAFF 

The Silver Lake Park 
Improvement Association has 

formed an interim board to get the 
association started. 

The group of eight people have 
begun the task of writing the by-

·st 
laws and the nt 
tion, in addof 
the associa~e­
mentand gQi 

"I've bee e 
ferent peop es 
formgroup n 
Clean Wate rd 
"I've neve 

e 

era! parts of our local 
[soil] conservation prac­
tices in Dickinson County 
to the rest of Iowa," he 
said. "Dickinson County is 
unique. It's a great mix of 
recreation and agriculture 
and industry · that kind of 
balance is something we 
don 't really see in the rest 
of the state." 

Northey went on to 
emphasize Iowa 's role in 
the future of ethanol. 

"Iowa is at the forefront 
of the renewable energy 
explosion," he said. "I look 
forward to helping us navi­
gate this and other exciting 
agricultural opportunities. 
Let's work together to help 
Iowa be all it can be." 

and paint 

support needed for the the­
atre. This community want· 
ed the theatre, they have 
made this happen, and they 
have made sure the doors 
will stay open " 

Burke fondly recalls many 
hit productions in his time 
with the theatre, including 
several performances "Our 
Town," ''Man of La Mancha" 
and the 2006 season ender 
"The Will Rogers Follies." 

"It's a thrilling opportu­
nity to reinvest in the the­
atre that we have," he said. 
"[We're] sending a message 
to the commumty that we'r 
continuing to be strong- an 
will continue for the next 5 
years." 
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Water Quality Commission 
funds project proposals 

At its meeting on Monday 
Oct. 23, the Dickinson County 
Water Quality Commission 
approved funds for five water 
quality projects for Fiscal 
Year 2008 (July 1, 2007 · June 
30,2006). The Water Quality 
Commission was created by 
a 28-E agreement between 
the all the cities in Dickinson 
County and the county to allo­
cate 200,000 for water quality 
projects for Dickinson County 
Lakes (Swan Lake, Silver Lake 
and the Iowa Great Lakes). 
This year the Water Quality 
Commission received nine 
applications that with total 
requests of $254,289. 

1. Silver Lake Water hed 
Assessment Dickinson 
SWCD $10,000 
2. Assessment and 
Management Plan for IGL 
Dickinson SWCD 
$45.000 
3. Anglers Bay Pr0ject 
INHF $100,000 
4. Naturalist Internship 
DCCB$5,100 

The following project was 
only partially funded: 

5. OPA Wahpeton Storm 
Water Management OPA 
$15,548 

The projects that the com­
mission fuliy funded include: 

The Water Quality 
Commission allots $24,352 
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Local 
farmer 
wins 
Secretary 
of Ag race 

BY CAROUNE RUSK 
DCN STAFF 

After a vic· 
tory in a close 
race for Iowa 
Secretary of 
Agriculture, 
Spirit Lake 
resident Bill 
Northey 
is looking 
forward to 
making a dif. 
ference for agriculture in the 
state. 

"When I began this journey 
in the summer of 2005, I knew 
1 would get to know Iowa in a 
whole new way;" he said. "I've 
driven nearly 90,000 miles and 
visited Iowa towns I didn't 
know existed. I've talked with 
tens of thousands of Iowans 
about Iowa ~criculture. And 
after au that, I am more excited 
than tired!" 

Northey said he kept track 
of his journey with a Global 
Positioning System (GPS), esti· 
mating that he made the equiv­
alent of 14 ·15 round trips to 
Anchorage, Alaska. 

"[The campaign] was like tak· 
lng a graduate class in Iowa 
agriculture," he said. "I spoke 
with everyone from people in 
the horse racing industry to 
people running vineyards, and 
also learned about several big 
changes in the bioeconomy and 
different opportunities in blo­
agriculture. I got a chance to 
absorb a lot over 15 montbs." 

AG 
cont1nued on page 2A 

for the Dickinson Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
to do administrative work 
and that money supports 
the Clean Water Alliance 
Coordinator. 

The 28-E agreement was 
signed with a pledge to bring 
in from private, state and 
federal source $3 for every 
$1 dollar raised locally. In 
the ix years of the Water 
Quality Commission they 
have approved over $1 mil­
lion dollars and those funds 
have been matched with over 
SIO million dollars to edu· 
cation. research, improve 
and protect the water qual­
ity within Dickinson County 
lakes. 

ALE PHOTO BY KEVIN SANDERS • OCN STAFF 

Guy Foater of Lake Park enjoyed some fishing on Sliver Lake laat summer. A new Sllve: :--: '":;:: 
Improvement Association ha& formed to Improve water quality and do watershed wor o n 
the lake, located just southwest of Lake Park. 

Silver Lake Park Improvement 
Association beginning to take shape 

BY TRACY SCHLATER 
DCN STAFF 

T he Silver Lake Park 
Improvement Association has 

formed an interim board to get the 
association started. 

The group of eight people have 
begun the task of writing the by-

laws and the articles of incorpora· 
!ion, in addition to determining 
the association's mission state­
ment and goals. 

"'I've been around a lot of dif· 
ferent people that have wanted to 
form groups," said Steve Anderson, 
Clean Water Alliance coordinator. 
"I've never been around people 

who want to get this off the ground 
and want to be an active partici· 
pant like they have." 

The first meeting, held Sept. 7, 
had about 25 people in attendance. 
Of those 20 people, 15 stepped for-

SILVER 
cont1nued on page 2A 
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Gull Point restoration continues 

Environmental Pro 
representatives re' 
source water plan 

On Jan. 23, John Askew 
Regional Administrator of 
EPA Region 7 (Iowa, Kansas, 
MJssouri, and Nebraska) was 
i~ ,Milford to witness the pub­
he s response to the report 
presented by the Source 
Water Action Team (SWAT ) 
and congratLilate the Source 
Water Action Team on put­
tmg together the first Source 
Water Action Plans in the 
Region 7 of the EPA. 

poses. The group that cre­
ated the plan represented the 
local agricLiltural and urban 
areas, local education youth 
local business, and state and 
federal organizations such as 
the Iowa DNR and Natural 
Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS). 

Over several months, this 
group of broad ranged exper­
IJse looked at all potential 
concerns for water QUality 
and devised a plan to elimi­
nate or limit impacts to water 
quR!ity. The Source Water 
Actron Plan, presented to the 
public for comment and now 
approved by the public, will 
allow the group of volunteers 

Citi 
atta 
gra 

Ji 
ple; 
of 
teer 
teet 
Gre 

"l 
is n 
mo; 
wat 
tou_ 
La~ 
rerr 
int 
era 
CoL 
low 

The restoration work on the 
Gull Point State Park addition 
continues this spring with 
some woody invasive species 
control and an mvestigation 
into better wetland restora­
tion. 

that is invasive to the prairie. 
Sumac has a beautiful deep 
red leaf in the fall but as a 
pioneering plant for the for­
est it slowly crowds out the 
native prairie If this plant is 
allowed to go without control, 
it would eventually take over 
the prairie and the prairie 
would be replaced by a forest 

ing water as well as could be 
expected, so a soils investiga­
tion will be completed thi 
spring by Natural Resources 
Conservation Service. The 
fmdings by the soil scientist 
will help the Iowa DNR poten­
tiallv increase the size of the 
wetland and make it so it will 
hold water longer through the 
summer. The soils work will 
begin shortly after the frost 
is out of the ground. The wet­
land east of this area holds 
water well into the summer 
and usually can be found with 
wood ducks, mallards and teal 
feeding and swunming. 

This is a coordinated effort 
between all the drinking 
water supplies- Central Water 
Sy~te~ . Milford Mumcipal 
Ut~htres, and the Cities of 
Spmt Lake and Wahpeton 
- that draw water from the 
Iowa Great Lakes to create 
~ plan to protect water qual­
Jty for drinking water pur-

to move forward with the 
P~otect10n of drinking water 
WJth the support of the local 

A 
wet 
Sen 

In the late summer of 2001, 
local residents worked with 
the Iowa Natural Heritage 
Foundation and the Iowa 
ONR to raise money to add 30 
acres of land to the Gull Point 
State Park. The land owner 
had plans to sub-divide the 
30-acres adjoining the state 
park into 11 single family lots. 
By December of 2001 a local 
group led by Irving Jensen 
and the Iowa Natural Hentage 
Foundation donated the land 
to the State of Iowa. Now the 
former crop ground has been 
restored to native prairie and 
two wetlands. with more to 
come in 2007. 

To keep the prairie, the 
control of the sumac is vital. 
Controlling the sumac will 
take several years but the first 
steps to preserve the prairie 
will start in 2007 Initially 
the sumac will be cut down, 
ground up and left to decom­
pose. Following this a chemi­
cal treatment of the area will 
be completed in the fall on 
new sprouting sumac shoots. 
The Iowa DNR will be very 
selective in the type of herbi­
cides used, due to the proxim­
ity of the wetland 

The Gull Point State Park 
addition project has protected 
water quality, added land to a 
wonderful, existing state park 
and restored wetland and 
native prairie for all to er\ioy. 
The positive progress of this 
project is visible and with 
continued Improvements over 
the next few years to control 
the invasive woody plants and 
possible omprovements to the 
restored wetlands will help 
sustam this great project. 

wa's Secretary of Ag 
Part of the original plan 

was to remove the invasive 
woody plants from the site. 
This primarily consists of 
sumac, a shrubby plant that is 
native to the Umted States but 

The second part of the work 
to be completed this year 
is to look at improving the 
wetland restoration on the 
western wetland. This wet­
Jan • restoration is not hold-

BY RANDY M. CAUTHRON 
MANAGING EDITOR 

In its 23rd year, the 
Northwest Iowa Ag 
Outlook Conference 
and Trade Show 
continued to offer 
top level speakers 
in the agriculture 
industry, top ven­
dors with a vari­
ety of services and 
equipment, and drew a sizable audi­
ence to the Clay County Regional 
Events Center. 

~b 'J_'l-Jof1 AG 
cont1nued on page 2A 
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ed about biofuels and agriculture 
and investment. We don 't spend our 
time talking about political posi­
tions. We talk about what's best for 

f!Ens-putt!ng together a"'99 county 
tour with listening sessions at each 
stop that will continue over the 
course of the next year. 

"It's all so intense. There's 48 
hours worth of work to do in a 24 
hour day." 

He did note that in 2006, 70 per­
cent of all gas sold in Iowa was 10 
percent ethanol , and that E-85 use 
had tripled but was still not a huge 
number. 

With the new developments in 
farming, Northey stressed the need 
to steer young people to start-up 
farming. "If we can't do it now, 
we're never going to be able to do 
it.. .That doesn't mean it's going to 
be easy." 

Local favorite, columnist and 
radio agriculture broadcaster 
David Kruse with CommStock 
Investments got the morning going 
with a focus on alternative fuel 

seeing more 
t in agricul­
olks that are 
tionally agri-

culture legislators. 
There is way more 

discussion about agri­
culture at this point 

in the session. That's 
because they can 

see the big picture. 
There are so many 

things happening in 
agriculture. It hasn't 

always been that 
way. It's a great time 

in agriculture. An 
amazing time." 

SECRETARY OF AG -BILL NORTHY 

from CRP land that will see be 
available. Kruse estimated that 7.1 
acres of CRP land are suitable for 
the commodity within corn grow­
mgstates. 

He encouraged farmers to build 
bins not buildings, su_ggesting a 
record nwnber of lrvestock pro­
ducers get 12 month coverage pur­
chasing physical control of corn 
inventory. 

Kruse also mformed his audi­
ence a dramatic change is com- , 
ing. "Very shortly you will call the 

1 
elevator and tell them what the 
basis is. You the farmer are going 
to be in charge of the basis. You are 
going to have more leverage than 
you ever dreamed of." 

Katie Hadenfeldt, senior busi­
ness manager of biofuels for Union 
Pacific Railroad, headquartered 
in Omaha, Neb. discussed the 
Importance of transportation with 
regards to the changing world of 
agrrculture. 

Union Pacific, which operates 
predominantly in a 23 state area 
west of the Mississippi River, is the 
regarded as the largest railroad in 
the country. 
H~denfeldt told her audience, "If 

i!l,a f~ril. 



Environmental Protection 
representatives review ,').0~'\ 
source water plan ¥·~ ,~ 

On Jan. 23, John Askew 
Regional Administrator or 
EPA Region 7 (Iowa, Kansas, 
Missouri, and Nebraska) was 
tn Milford to witness the pub­
lic's response to the report 
presented by the Source 
Water Action Team (SWAT ) 
and congratulate the Source 
Water Action Team on put­
ting together the first Source 
Water Action Plans in the 
Region 7 of the EPA. 

poses. The group that cre­
ated the plan represented the 
local agricultural and urban 
areas, local education youth 
local business, and state and 
federal organizations such as 
the Iowa DNR and Natural 
Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS). 
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Gull Point restoration continues 
ing water as well as could be 
expected, so a soils investiga­
tion will be completed this 
spring by Natural Resources 
Conservation Service. The 
fmdings by the soil scientist 
will help the Iowa DNR poten­
tially increase the size of the 
wetland and make it so it will 
hold water longer through the 
summer. The soils work will 
begin shortly after the frost 
is out of the ground. The wet­
land east of this area holds 

This is a coordinated effort 
between all the drinking 
water supplies. Central Water 
Syste!", Milford Municipal 
Utiht1es, and the Cities of 

I 
Spirit Lake and Wahpeton 
· that draw water from the 
Iowa Great Lakes to create 
a plan to protect water qual· 
1ty for drinking water pur-

Over several months, this 
g_roup of broad ranged exper­
tise looked at all potential 
concerns for water quality 
and devised a plan to elimi­
nate or limit impacts to water 
quality. The Source Water 
Action Plan, presented to the 
public for comment and now 
approved by the public, will 
allow the group of volunteers 
to move forward with the 
p~otection of drinking water 
With the support of the local 

The restoration work on the 
Gull Point State Park addition 
continues this spring with 
some woody invasive species 
control and an mvestigation 
into better wetland restora­
tion. 

1n the late summer of 2001, 
local residents worked with 
the Iowa Natural Heritage 
Foundation and the Iowa 
DNR to raise money to add 30 
acres of land to the Gull Point 
State Park. The land owner 
had tans to sub-divid th 

that is invasive to the prairie. 
Sumac has a beautiful deep 
red leaf in the fall but as a 
pioneering plant for the for­
est it slowly crowds out the 
native prairie If this plant is 
allowed to go without control. 
it would eventually take over 
the prairie and the prairie 
would be replaced bY a forest. 

To keeP the prairie, the 
control of the sumac is vital. 
Controlling the sumac will 
take several years but tile first 

Ag Outlook 
continues to grow r gets settled in as Iowa's Secretary of Ag 

from CRP land that will see be 
available. Kruse estimated that 7.1 
acres of CRP land are smtable for 
the commodity within corn grow· 
ing states. 

Secretary of Ag 
Northey makes 
midday appearance 

remember what agriculture used 
to be like. These kids have alway,; 
heard about ethanol. They've 
known about personal computers.•• 

Northey noted that the next four 
months will probably be his most 
intense in the next four years. 

BY RANDY M. CAUTHRON 
MANAGING EDITOR 

ln its 23rd year, tbe 
Northwest Iowa Ag 
Outlook Conference 
and Trade Show 
continued to offer 
top level speakers 
in the agriculture 
industry, top ven­
dors with a vari­
ety of services and . 

He is putting together a 99 county 
tour with listening sessions at each 
stop that will continue over the 
course of the next year. 

"It's all so intense. There's 46 
hours worth of work to do in a 24 

hour day." 

equipment. and drew a sizable audi· 
ence to the Clay County Regional 
Events Center. 
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ed about biofuels and agriculture 
and inve5tment. We don't spend our 
time talking about political posi­
tions. We talk about what's best for 
Iowa. It"s all pretty positive. 

He continued. "We're seeing more 
interest in agriculture by folks that 
are not traditionally agriculture 
legislators. There is way more dis· 
cussion about agriculture at this 
point in the session. That's because 
they can see the big picture. There 
are so many things happening in 
agriculture. It hasn't always been 
that way. 

''It's a great time in agriculture. 

He did note that in 2006, 70 per­
cent of all gas sold in Iowa was 10 
percent ethanol, and that E-65 use 
had tripled but was still not a huge 
number. 

With the new developments in 
farming, Northey stressed the need 
to steer young people to start-up 
farming. "If we can't do it now, 
we're never going to be able to do 
it ... That doesn't mean it's going to 
be easy." 

Local favorite, columnist and 
radio agriculture broadcaster 
David Kruse with CommStock 
investments got the morning going 
with a focus on alternative fuel 
opportunities in Iowa 

"I've never talked to a Wall Street 
person that's liked ethanol," Kruse 
said. "But it seems to be doing well 
without Wall Street's blessing." 

The growing demand however is 
currently exceeding production, a 
problem that Kruse said is going 
to need to be corrected by devoting 
more time and acres to corn pro­
duction. "The rally we've seen in 
the corn industry is designed to do 
one thing expand production." 

An amazing time." 
Addressing the dynamics of S4 

corn. Northey said, "It's a heck of 
a lot better than the 1980's when 
you couldn't see the light at the end 
of the tunnel. Now we don't know 
which light to grab for." 

Northey talking about the new 
programs being offered for young 
agriculture students and profes· 
sionals. remarked '"It's hard to 

Kruse explained that just to get 
back to the level we were at last 
year, "It's going to take a record 
expansion that's never before been 
seen." 

In the next year, 12 million addi­
tional acres of corn in the growing 
region needs to be created. That 
number needs to increase to 22 mil· 
lion acres by 2012 ba5ed on Kruse's 

'"We're seeing more 
interest in agricul­

ture by folks that are 
not traditionally agri· 

culture legislators. 
There is way more 

discussion about agri· 
culture at this point 
in the session. That's 

because they can 
see the big picture. 
There are so many 

things happening in 
agriculture. It hasn't 

always been that 
way. It's a great time 

in agriculture. An 
amazing time .. , 
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figures. 

He encouraged farmers to build 
bins not buildings, suggesting a 
record number of livestock pro­
ducers get 12 month coverage pur­
chasing physical control of corn 
inventory. 

Kruse also informed his audi· 
ence a dramatic change is com· 
mg. "Very shorUy you will call the 
elevator and tell them what the 
basis is. You the farmer are going 
to be in charge of the basis. You are 
going to have more leverage than 
you ever dreamed of." 

Katie Hadenfeldt, senior busi­
ness manager of biofuels for Union 
Pacific Railroad, headquartered 
in Omaha, Neb. discussed the 
importance of transportation with 
regards to the changing world of 
agriculture. 

Union Pacific. which operates 
predominantly in a 23 state area 
west of the Mississippi River, is the 
regarded as the largest railroad in 
the country. 

Hadenfeldt told her audience, "If 
you're planning a processing facil· 
ity, make sure you are in contact 
with whatever railroad serves that "Soybean prices have been lag­

ging, but when we pull these acres 
for corn. some of it's going to come 
from soybeans. You can't take 22 
million acres for corn without 
effecting soybeans. 

Kruse su·essed patience. "You're 
not going to have $9 or $10 beans 
tomorrow, but ultimately ... " 

area. There are a lot of assump· 
tions made in the industry. It's 
better to know before not after. 
Communication is key in terms of 
transportation." 

For those developing a plan. it 
takes 30 to 60 days for Union Pacific 
to evaluate a proposed site. They 
suggest starting two years out on 
a project. 1 

He noted that in Iowa, 54 percent 
is the corn to soybean ratio. "We're 
best at corn. Let Brazil have the 
soybeans." 

Kruse suggested that if farmers 
would move from a corn-to-soybean 
rotation, to a corn-corn-soybean 
rotation instead - that would ere· 
ate an additional 17 million acres 
alone. That would leave five million 
acres to be located before 2012. 

Some of those acres could come 

Currently in Iowa. Union Pacific 
serves 22 active plants in Iowa and 
southern Minnesota producing 
1.7 billion gallons the closest to 
Spencer being in Emmetsburg and 
Albert City; with two more under 
construction which will produce 
an estimated 150 million gallons 
annually. 

citize~ry and should assist in 
attammg State and Federal 
gran Is. 

John Askew was very 
pleased with the cooperation 
of the group and the volun­
teered time and efforts to pro­
tect water quallty in the Iowa 
Great Lakes. 
. "What t_h1s group has done 
IS now gomg to be a national 
model for proteCltng source 
water," said Askew. During a 
tour around the Iowa Great 
Lakes, Askew was able to 
reminisce about time spent 
m ~e area. He is a sixth gen­
eration farmer in Fremont 
County Iowa and visited the 
Iowa Great Lakes in the past. 

Also present at the meeting 
were two representatives from 
Senator Steve Kings office. 



Phyllis Nielsen (right), Dickinson County Farm Bureau voting delegate, 
v1s1ted w1th Sen. Dav1d Johnson (left) during the IFBF Policy Info rmation 
Conference on Feb. 26 . A recept1on was held for the legislators at 
Embassy SUites 1n Des M01nes. Dick~nson County's Representative 
Mike May also attended the reception . The county Farm Bur~u officers 
diSCUssed Farm Bureau policy and current leg1slabve issues with their 
representatives 

Nielsen reports from Policy 
Information Conference 

"It was a very informative 
conference," said Phyllis Nielsen, 
Dickinson County Farm Bureau 's 
voting delegate, as she spoke of the 
Policy Information Conference that 
was held on Feb. 26 and 27. 

Of special interest to her was the 
session on water, presented by Robert 
Libra, state geologist for the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources. 
He reported that the last water plan 
for the state was written in 1978 
with an update in 1985. He srud thai 
the statistics used today are outdated 
where water quality is concerned. 

o one really knows the qualtty of 
the water becau..c;e there is not near 

enough uniform mformation to be 
conclusive. 

Nielsen sa1d that Joe Johnson of 
LFBF gave a legislative update and 
an economist from Kansas spoke 
about economics and the Farm Bill 
There was discussion on the price of 
com and the effect on other segments 
of agriculture but the bottom line 
was that there wiU be adjus1ments 
made and aU segments will adjust 
accordingly. 

Many of the issues discussed by 
the county Farm Bureau representa­
tives will appear 111 the 2007 opmion­
naue that wiU come out ~ly this 
summer 
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Lakes area engineers Brad Beck (left) and Jeff Rose 
(right) received honorable mention honors for their 
low Impact development work at the Iowa Stormwater 
Conference. Clean Water Alliance Coordinator Steve 
Anderson Is pictured center. 

SWCD reviews ~Jr~.llg ;loO? 

development grants 
The reviews of the applica­

tions subm1tted by Soil and 
Water Conservation Districts 
for watershed protection and 
water quality project develop­
ment grants for lst Quarter 
2007 have now been completed. 
Reviewers of the applications 
included agriculture, envi­
ronmental, and conservation 
stakeholder organizations, as 
well as Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR), Natura l 
Resources Conservation 
Service (N RCS), State Soil 
Conserva tion Committee 
(SSCC) and Division of Soil 
Conservation (DSC). 

The time needed for com­
pletion of the review pro­
cess and announcement of 
the applica tions selected has 
been ext ded because this 
round of elopment grants 
will also roll out the initial 
implementation of the new 
watershed planning protocol 
and optional use of wa ter­
shed plann ing personnel. 
The goal in rollin(l out those 

new procedures has been to 
give adequate planning and 
development here in the cen­
tral office to try to minimize 
uncertainties and obstacles at 
the SWCD level in implement­
ing these new procedures. 

Proposals involving MS4 
cities regulated under storm 
water permits are being 
held for ftirther evaluations 
by DNR to determine what 
$319 funding constraints by 
Environmental Protection 
Agency apply to assisting MS4 
c ities to meet storm water 
permit requirements. 

DSC and DNR are sharing 
the costs of development grant 
planning. From the review­
ers' input, DSC and DNR have 
selected the proposals to move 
forward towards funding of 
planning and development for 
a future implementation proj­
ect. The following applicants 
are being invited to develop 
and ubm it a scope of work 
and budget: 

• Tete Des Morts Watershed, 

Jackson SWCD, Brooke Creek 
Watershed, Buena Vista 
SWCD 

• Lake Geode Watershed, 
Des Moines SWCD, Yellow 
River Watershed, Wmneshiek 
SWCD 

Competine Creek 
Watershed, Marion SWCD, 
Silver Lake Watershed , 
Dickinsoh SWCD 

Williamson Pond 
Watershed, Lucas SWCD 

These SWCDs will be con­
tacted by the regional coordi­
nator to schedule a meeting 
to develop the scope of work 
and budget for your develop­
ment grant, that will then be 
submitted for funding. Those 
SWCDs whose applications 
were not selected are encour­
aged to also work with the 
regional coordinator to refme 
and revJse the application for 
future rounds of development 
grant awards, now open for 
submittal on a continuous 
basis and awarded each quar-
ter. · 

Lakes area developer August (Auggie) Scheppmann was 
recent ly honored at the Iowa Stormwater Conference 
for his outstanding performance related to protecting 
and improving urban water quality. Scheppmann (left) 
Is pictured here wit h Clean Water Alliance Coordinator 
Steve Anderson. 

Members of the Dickinson County Soil and Water 
Conservation District also received an outstanding pel' 
formance award f or the organization's promot ion of low 
Impact development practices. 

Scheppmann, SWCD honored for LID efforts 
BY ANITRA WOLF 
MANAGING EDITOR 

It was only a few years ago 
when Lakes area residents 
became familiar with the ter· 
minology surrounding low 
impact development. It didn't 
take long for area developers, 
organizations and engineers 
to take the lead statewide with 

the water quaJJty initiatives. 
This month. the efforts of 

local developers. organizations 
and engineers were recognized 
at the 2007 Iowa Stormwater 
Conference in Altoona. hosted 
by the Iowa Association of 
Municipal Utilities. 

Lakes area developer August 
(Auggie\ Scheppmann was 
honored for his. outst~din~ 

performance related to pro­
tecting and. improving urban 
water quality. A longtime 
developer in Dickinson County. 
Sheppmann was the first devel­
oper to look at storm water 
not as waste but as a valuable 
resource. ln his first project 
at the Spirit Lake Industrial 
Park. Scheppmann used sev­
eral ponds to hold storm water 

n m-off. Low impact develop­
ment practices were also used 
when Scheppmann developed 
Silver Shores m Lake Park 
and hJs Southern Glen devel· 
opment. 

The Dickinson County 
Soil and Water Conservation 
District also received an out­
standing performance honor 
at the conference for being 

a leader in promoting low 
impact development prac­
tices. In 2004 and 2005, they 
conducted monthly seminars 
educating the professionals, 
officials. community leaders 
and developers in low impact 
development strategies. 

Dickinson County engineers 
were also honored. Brad Beck 
of Beck Engineering received 

recognition for hi work with 
Matthew ~air Jones, Fair 
Design LLC, for innovative 
ecological work done on the 
parking lot at the Arnolds 
Park Amusement Park. Jeff 
Rose of Jacobson-Westergard 
Associates, Inc. was recognized 
for his work with bioretention 
demonstrations at the City of 
Arnolds Park's baseball fields. 
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Earth Day celebrates 
Iowa Lakes ecology 

BY ANITRA WOLF 
MANAGING EDITOR 

In the Lakes area, where low 
Impact development Is becoming 
common vocabulary and water qual· 
lty Is at the top of the priority list, 
residents are invited to celebrate 
ecology this weekend at the annual 
Earth Day celebration on Saturday, 
April21. 

"We are a county that is environ· 
mentally conscious," said Dickinson 
County Naturalist Barbara Tagami. 
"We are striving to keep our water 
quality in the best shape that we 
possibly can. That's extremely 
Important. Residents in this county 
are also Interested In keeping the 
air quality and the soil quality envl· 
ronmentally sound. This county 
really practices good stewardship 
of land, air and water." 

The 2007 Earth Day celebration 
Is a full day affair, sponsored by 
the Dickinson County Conservation 
Board and the Dickinson County 
Soil and Water Conservation 
District. 

"During the day, from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m., we're going to have the fifth 
annual environmental learning 
fair," sald Tag ami. 

The fair Includes an environmen· 
tal lecture series, children's activi· 
ties and Informational displays. 

The lecture series features Mark 
Muller speaking on Tall Grass 
Revival, Anita O'Gara discussing 
Angler's Bay and other Iowa Natural 
Heritage projects, Pat Schlarbaum 
talking about Osprey, and Ross 
Dirks giving a demonstration about 
f~clnattngblrdsofprey. 

WEDNESDAY, 
APRIL 18, 2007 

EARTH 
continued on page 2B 

ALE PHOTO 
The 2007 Earth Day celebration is a full day affair, sponsored by the Dickinson County Conservation Board and the Dickinson 
County Soli and Water Conservation District. 

EAR 
Saturday, April 21 , 2007 

Schedule of Events Children's Activities 

Earth Day Environmental 11 a.m. · 2 p.m. Recycle Smiley 
Learning Fair Train; AI Buseman, sponsored by 

Iowa Landl1ll Commisston 
Sponsored by the Dickinson l p.m. Frog J:i!ke, Jane 
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Attorney General 
alleges pollution 
violations by 
Bridges Bay 
construction 

LID seminar works 
to improve water 
quality, shoreline 
IJ..,. 1'5'"7 

Attorney General Tom Miller flied an environmental 
enforcement lawsuit last Wednesday alleging weter pol· 
lution control violations and other violations by Brklaes 
Bay Resort. a new vacation resort on the south shore or 
East Lake Okoboji in northwest Iowa. Bridges Bay hu a 
hotel. water park, and condominium houslns on about 20 
acl"<'s of land. 

"East Okoboji is officially and fittingly designated a 
ahtgh-quali ty water resource' of the state," Mlller said. 
"We all must protect such precious resources." 

Th<'lawsuit alleges that during construction and dewl· 
opmrnt of the resort, Bridges Bay illegally dlscharaecl 
edtment on repeated occasions into East Okoboji Lake 

and caused water quality violations. On one occasion, for 
example, the suit says Department of Natural Resoun:es 
official found sediment dlscharglns "d1rectly to the 
lake'' after a rainfall and "observed a larBe cloud or 
chocolate-colored water In East Okoboji Lake In front or 
the development." 

The lawsuit also says the construction site failed to 
comply with the terms of its permit for controUins 
storm-water discharges, and faUed to lmplement Its pol· 
lution prevention plan and illegally burned construction 
wastes at the site. Last June, DNR officials observed a 
large pile of construction wastes belns burned, lnclud· 
mg lumber, drywall, insulation and plastic, accordlns to 
the utt 

The suit was filed in Dickinson County District Court 
m Sptrit Lake. It asks the Court to prohibit 1\u'ther vio­
lations and to assess civil penalties up to ~.000 per day 
per violation for the alleged water pollution violations 
and up to SIO.OOO per day for the alleged air quality vtola· 
tlon. 

BY CAROUNI RUM 
OCN STAFF 

As a follow-up to a series 
of low Lmpact development 
(LID) workshops held in 2004· 
2005, the Dickinson County 
Soil and Water Conservation 
District will be presenting a 
two-day seminar on urban 
conservation for Iowa lakes 
Aug. 23·24 at the Pavilion in 
Arnolds Park. 

"We've got a LID task 
force ... that keeps LID in 
the forefront," said Steve 
Anderson, Clean Water 
Alliance Coordinator. 

Events kick ofT Thursday 
afternoon with an interac· 
live display project entitled 
"How to BuUd a Rain Garden 
in a Day," taking place at 
Iowa Lakeside Laboratory. 

"There's a spot at the Waitt 
Lab where we're going to 
build a 100 square-foot rain 
garden," said Anderson. 
"It's in an area where there's 
water flow and drainage 
work has been done, but 
more is needed. Participants 
will be able to help and get a 
better idea of how rain gar· 

'~rit on the Iowa Urban~ 
ConservAtion Program. > 

~ 

Lake associations meet 
to discuss common goals, 

, hear from DNR director 
A~· ~9., 7 

BY ANITRA WOLF 
MANAGING EDITOR 

Hundreds of individuals repre­
senting several different Jakes orga­
nizations gathered together for one 
mission aturday morning at the 
Dickinson County Expo Building. 
That mission · to continue preserv· 
ing the quality of the Iowa Great 
Lakes. 

The first joint meeting of the 
Dickinson County Jake protec· 
live associations was held at 9:30 
a.m. Saturday. Aug. 25 at the Expo 
Building. Leaders and members of 
six different lake protective associa· 
lions gathered together to share con· 
cerns and to hear from Rtch Leopold, 
director of the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources (D R), and nPwly 
appointed Water Resource Director 
BillEhm 

''This is a great beginning to what 
is hoped to be an annual event for the 
Inter Lakes Associations ... said Steve 
Anderson . Coordinator of the Clean 
Water Alliance and meeting coordi· 
nator. "The six lake associations m 
Dickinson County work to protect the 
water qualtty of these state resourc· 
es (Iowa Great Lakes). To have the 
top state environmental officials 
answer the Inter Lakes Association 
questions and to take questiOns from 
the public will strengthen the Inter 
Lakes Association and strengthen 
the collaboration between the DNR 
and each lake association " 

After introductions. the prestdents 
of each Jake association spoke brief· 
Jy about their efforts and concerns 
relating to water quality. Common 
concerns were Jake nutrient levels. 
aJsae blooms, natural habitat, inva­
sive pecies, and funding resources. 

PHOR BY "N\TR WOLf ()( N STM'F 

lowe Department of Natural 
Resources Director Rich Leopold 
(front) spoke to members of 
Dickinson County lake protec> 
tlve euociatlons at a Joint meet· 
ing Saturday morning at the Expo 
Building. Steve Anderson (beck), 
Clean Water Alliance Coordinator, 
fec:llltatad the meeting. 

Meetmg attendees also celebrated 
the successful campaign to save 
Anglers Bay, an environmentally 
valuable area of bulrushes on Big 
Spirit Lake. 

·we needed to raise S6.65 millton," 
said Anderson. ' I believe we have 
just $50.000 left." 

DNR 
contonued on page 2A 
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dens are buUt." 
Anderson estimated the 

process to take approxlmate· 
ly two hours. Native prairie 
grasses will come from The 
Prairie Flower, a native seed 
and plant nursery and dealer 
near Spencer. 

Registration will fol· 
low from 6:30-7 p.m. at the 
PavUion. The first of five 
presentations is slated for 7 
p.m. on LID 101 with Wayne 
Petersen. an urban conser· 
vationist with the National 
Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS). 

"Wayne has been the key 
guy that's helped us out," 
said Anderson. "We wanted 
him to kick this (seminar) 
ofT." 

Petersen will give a virtual 
tour of LID sites through· 
out Iowa, including those in 
the Iowa Great Lakes area. 
A reception will follow his 
presentation on the Queen II 
excursion boat for a sunset 
cruise with appetizers from 
Yesterday's restaurant. 

UD 
conbnued on page 2 

Venture cepltel~at 
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Attorney General 
alleges pollution 
violations by 
Bridges Bay 
construction 

Attorney General Tom Miller filed an environmental 
enforcement lawsuit last Wednesday alleging water pol· 
iution control violations and other violations by Bridges 
Bay Resort, a new vacation resort on the south shore or 
East Lake Okoboji in northwest Iowa. Bridges Bay has a 
hotel. \\ater park, and condominium housing on about 20 
acres of land. 

LID: Seminar scheduled 

.. East Okoboji is officially and fittingly designated a 
ahtgh-quality water resource' of the state," Miller 511Jd. 
.. We all must protect such precious resourees." 

The lawsuit alleges that during construction and devel· 
opment of the resort. Bridges Bay illegally dlscllar8ed 
sf'dtm<'nt on repeated occasions Into East Okoboji Lake 
and caused water quality violations. On one occasion, for 
example. the suit says Department of Natural Resourees 
olllcials found sediment discharging "directly to the 
lake" after a rainfall and "observed a large cloud or 
chocolate-colored water In East Okoboji Lake In front of 
the development 

The lawsuit also says the construction s ite faUed to 
comply with the terms of Its permit for conlroU!ng 
storm water discharges, and fa lled to Implement Its pol· 
iution prevention plan and illegally burned construction 
wastes at the site. Last June, DNR officials observed a 
large plie of construction wastes being burned, lnclud· 
lng lumber drywall, msulation and plastic, according to 
lh£> :)Uit 

The suit was fUed in Dickinson County District Court 
in Spirit Lake. It asks the Court to prohibit further vio­
lations and to assess ctvil penalties up to $5,000 per day 
per vtoiation for the alleged water pollution violations 
and up to 10,000 per day for the alleged air quality viola· 
tion top state env ron . . facilitated the mee 

continued from INIC• 1A 

Frldayeventsleadoff at8a .m. 
with a continental breakfast 
and introduction. Begtnning 
at 8:30 will be a presentation 
by Gary Oberts of Emmons 
and Olivier Resources, a lead· 
mg environmental consulting 
firm in MiJmesota, on cold 
weather runoff management 
and weather change. Oberts 
has published several articles 
on storm water runoff and LID 
Impact for climate change and 
global warming as well as pre­
sented at many LID confer· 
ences worldwide. 

Following a short break, 
Jennifer Hildebrand of Wets 
Builders will speak on a con· 
tractor's view of erosion con· 
trol 

Over lunch, Iowa Secretary 
of Agriculture Bill Northey 
will present on the Iowa Urban 
Conservation Program 

answer the Inter Lakes Assoc1atton 
questions and to take questions from 
the public will strengthen the Inter 
Lakes Association and strengthen 
the collaboration between the DNR 
and each lake association 

After introductions. the presidents 
of each lake association spoke brief· 
Jy about their efforts and concerns 
relating to water quality. Common 
concerns were lake nutrient l~vels, 
algae blooms, natural habttat. mva­
sive species, and fundmg resources. 

Meeting attendees also celebrated 
the succe ·sfui campaign to save 
Anglers Bay, an environmentally 
valuable area of bulrushes on B1g 
Spirit Lake. . . .. 

.. We needed to ratse $6.65 mil11on, 
said Anderson. •·1 believe we have 
just $50.000 left " 

DNR 
cont•nued on page 2A 

DNR: 
continued from page 1A 

After hearing from the 
six associations. Iowa DNR 
dtrector Rich Leopold took 
the floor to dtscuss issues 
affecting the Iowa Great 
Lakes region. Leopold has 
direct ties to the area and 
finds himself familiar with 
many local concerns 

Leopold touched on many 
issues. including fundtng 
for natural resources. local 
control. invasive species, 
Jake regulations, Lakestde 
Labs and impaired waters. 

Leopold says he sees the 

state government making an 
effort to provide sustainable 
funding for natural resourc· 
es in the near future. A 
diverse committee has been 
working for months. 

On several issues. includ · 
ing boat size regulations 
and impaired water repairs, 
Leopold pomted out the 
need for local involvement 
and social acceptance. 

Biil Ehm. Water Resource 
Director. focused on water 
quality following Leopold's 
speech. saying the DNR and 
lake~ associations ne~d to 
look at three thing regard· 
ing water quality: (1) tech· 
nology, (2) finances. and (3) 
people to be involved 

Ehm pointed out that the 

----~----------~ 

DNR's role is often in provid· 
mg the technology for water 
quality project Funding 
can come from either gov­
ernment or local sources, 
and the thrust of any pro)· 
ect comes from individuals 
wanttng to make it happen 

"It's gotta happen locally, 
said Ehm "The local cham­
pions are what really make 
things happen 

After Ehm 's speech. he 
and Leopold took quesllons 
from the aud1ence before 
the meeting acljourned. By a 
raise of hands, lake associa­
tion members agreed that 
the meeting was beneficial 
and that they would like 
to see it become an annual 
eve::n..,t. ________ ...J 

''There's been a push in the 
past to have an urban con· 
servation program in Iowa," 
Anderson explained. "Thi 
last year is started gaining 
speed" 

George Hild of Hild and 
Associates, growers and 
wholesalers of native praine 
and wetland plants. will speak 
on alternative shoreline sta· 
bUization at l2:15 p.m. Many 
shoreline owners in the Lakes 
area currently use a 'rip-rap' 
system with large blocks of 
concrete and stones to pre­
vent erosion, which Anderson 
believes only delays the inevi· 
table. 

"It's an old practice that 's 
not a permanent fLx, .. he said 
"(Rip-rap) isn't the best, but 
right now it's one of the most 
used." 

Because seasonal freez. 

lng and meitmg slowly drags 
large rocks and cement blocks 
toward the center of the lake. 
Ander~on recommends utUiz· 
ing a system made of a 12-inch 
biodegradable compost sock 
with cord grass and natural 
plants. 

Anderson recalled the 
late Queen ll Captain Steve 
Kennedy telling him that 
the only shoreline on West 
OkoboJI Lake that held during 
the infamous flood of 1993 was 
a parcel of land in Echo Bay 
WJth native plants lining the 
water 

"It was the onlv bank that 
held in '93," said Anderson 
··Na!tve pra1rie held up versus 
all the landscaping everyone 
else dtd." 

'(he fmal event of this year's 
urSan conservatiOn semmar 
will be a bus tour of various 
LID sites around Dickinson 
County, mduding lhe base· 
bali dtamond in Arnolds 
Park. prtvate residences. 
sites in Wahpeton. Lakestde 
Laboratory and others. 

"Anyone mterested m water 
quality, protecting the lakes or 
are concerned about develop. 
ment should attend this semi· 
nar, .. Anderson encouraged 

The Urban Conservation 
for Iowa Lakes Seminar is 
spon ored by the Dtckinson 
County Soil and Water 
Conservation District, East 
Okoboji Lake Improvement 
Corporation, Okoboji 
Protective Association, Iowa 
State University Extension 
(Dickmson County), EPA 
319 Program, Watershed 
Improvement Board, 
Yesterday's Restaurant and 
Triggs Bay Resort. 

• Those interested in attend· 
ing the urban conservation 
seminar should contact Steve 
Anderson or Max me Butler at 
the Dtckinson County Soil and 
Water Conserva!ton District 
office by calling (712) 336-3782, 
ext. 3. Cost for the seminar is 
S25 which includes appetizers, 
a ride on the Queen ll. light 
breakfast and lunch on Friday 
as wei! as a bus tour 
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Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Bill 
Northey announced last week that the 
Department of Agriculture will be hir­
Ing four new urban conservationists. 

Northey 
announces 
new program 
to improve 
water quality 

Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Bill 
Northey was in Spirit Lake Friday to 
announce that the Iowa Department of 
Agriculture and Land Stewardship will 
hire four new conservation ists to focus on 
a new urban conservation program. The 
Department's Soil Conservation Division 
will provide one year's funding to the West 
Pottawattamie, Dickinson, Johnson and 
Polk Soil and Water Conservation Districts. 

Clean Water Alliance hosts meetings 
The Dickinson County Clean Water Alliance 

will be holding a series of three meetings 
beginning at 5 p.m. on Oct. 4 in the Milford 
Community Room. The meetings are the 319 
Annual Review, Source Water Action Team and 
the Clean Water Alliance Quarterly Meeting. 

The first at 5 p.m. will be the annual review 
of the 319 grant received by the Dickinson 
County SWCD. This grant requires an annual 
review of the project that is in process. The 
grant received by the Dickinson County SWCD 
is do demonstrate Low Impact Development 
practices in the Iowa Great Lakes watershed. 

r'ollowing the annual review for the 319 
project. there will be a Source Water Action 
Meeting. This will be to discuss the on going 
work of the Somce Water Action Plan The 

_..., 

Source Water Action Plan is rhe an approved 
plan by EPA for tho protc•ction of drink­
ing water sources in the Iowa Great Lakes 
Watershed. 

After the SWAT meeting there will be a 
quick Clean Water Alliance meermg to for 
partners to discuss actives and projects m 
Dickinson County 

The first meeting is expected to last about 30 
minuets with questions. The SWAT meeting 
will start around 5:30p.m. and is planned to be 
over around 6:15p.m. The Clean Water Alliance 
Meeting will follow that and 1s expected to end 
around 7 p.m. 

• Those with questions ma~ contact Steve 
Aoldl'rson (712) 336-37&, · 
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ChLJ:~~rt~e~~nal Healthcare will host a 
m h Ucal!on class for expectant 
w~:rn~~~~~~~e~ support person from 7-9 p.m. 
Cost is S30 ' P · 26· Fourth of SLX sessions. 
able. Call eft~~ :6~f~· Schola~ships are avail­
www:lakeshealth.or ~:x;:nswn 1129 or visit 
even ing a childb g gister. That same 
be held from 7-9 Irth refresher course will 
Cost Is $10 p.m. Second of two sessions 
able. Call(~~~ ~~~i~~o Scholarships are avail: 
www.lakeshealth .org toe::~~~~~n 1129 or visit 

A Sports Injury C!' · r, 
school d mic ormiddleschool,hi! 
injuri • an college athletes with acute spor 

es, provided by orthopedi 
Leupold, M.D. will be held be . c surgeon Jot 
Saturday, Sept. 29 at the orufmnm~ at 10 a.I 
Lakes Regional Health opaedic clinic 

~~~J:~ ~~~r~~c,:::-r·sFrs~;;;;J~~~ ~~~:a;~ 
h · · e. ee. No appointment 1 

P YSician referrals necessary. AtW 
age 18 must be accompanied. b etes undl 
guardian. Call c112) 336- Y a Parent 1 

more information. 8708 on weekdays ff 
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m~~it;'~~':::~day, Sept. 26 interested com-
e ers are Invited to meet at MW w~nbievehrslidty of Okoboji Oktoberfest Bike Ric 

reek Restaurant in Milford for an inJi . a! e on Saturday, Sept. 29. 
gathermgatSpm M . Oim 
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Water Quality Commission 
• 

NORTHE, ses renewable ~~- 19-(}1 lS 
continued on page 2J 

energy, anima confinement odor solutions 
BY ANITRA WOLF 
MANAGING EDITOR 

With his parents, wife and 
daughter in attendance last 
Friday, Iowa Secretary of 
Agriculture came home to 
Spirit Lake for a town meet­
ing last Friday morning at the 
Iowa State Extension office. 

Northey said the Spirit 
Lake stop was the 98th stop 
in his Grassleyesque tour of 
Iowa. He will make the 99th 
stop before the end of the 
year and will begin his tour 
again in 2008. 

"It's kinda hard to believe 
it's been a year since I took 
office," said Northey "I 
want to start of by saying 
thank you. Thank you for the 
chance to be your Secretary 
of Agriculture." 

Northey pointed out that his 
upbringing in the Lakes area 
have played a key role in hls 
duties with the Department 
of Agriculture, especially in 
the areas of water quality 
and soil conservation. 

"Anything good !learned, I 

learned here," joked Northey. 
"The other stuff, I got some­
where else." 

Nnrtheyopened the meeting 
by explaining the role of the 
Department of Agriculture 
in the state. 

"We have 400 employees and 
200 of them are in soil con· 
servatlon," Northey said. He 
touted a new program deal· 
ing with urban conservation, 
which includes a conserva­
tionist working In Dickinson 
County 

Northey then explained 
that the other half of the 
department deals with pro­
tection and regulatory actlvt­
ties, including weights and 
measures, several bureaus, 
and a state veterinarian, 
entomologist, climatologist 
and horticulturist. 

"There are so many pieces 
of agriculture," said Northey. 
"It's really an interesting 
time in ag. There's a lot going 
on." 
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NORTHEY: 
continued from page 1A 

"It's important that indi­
viduals in town and on the 
farm are both doing every­
thing they can to protect 
the state's water supply," 
Northey said. "Often time 
our urban storm water sys­
tem take water dtrectly from 
the streets to our rivers, 
lakes and streams. While it's 
important that we effectively 
get our water off our road­
ways and keep it out of our 
basements, the current sys­
tem often carries too many 
pollutants directly into our 
waterways." 

The new conservationists 
will be able to provide infor­
mation and technical assis­
tance on soil and water con­
servation methods to land 
development professionals, 
city officials, government 
agencies and private land­
owners. 

Funds from the Resource 
Enhancement and Protection 
program will fund the posi­
tions and are designed to 

rently being done in the 100 
soil and water conservation 
districts across the state that 
provide information and 
technical assistance to rural 
landowners. 

While the new employees 
will be located in the rap­
idly developing areas around 
Council Bluffs, the Iowa 
Great Lakes, Iowa City and 
Des Moines, they will pro­
vide expertise to communi­
ties across the e state. 

"Many rapidly growing 
communities and the devel­
opers working there have 
an interest in making the 
investment necessary to 
improve water quality, but 
don't necessarily have the 
expertise. This initiative 
is not an effort to regulate, 
but is designed to provide 
the assistance communities 
need to include water qual­
ity improvement projects 
from the very beginning in 
new developments," Northey 
said. 

The program is designed to 
offer local government more 
tools for addres ing urban 
conservation questions and 
concerns. Each of the four 
pilot projects will to 

Clean Water Alllance hosts meetings 
The Dickinson County Clean Water Alliance 

will be holding a series of three meetings 
beginning at 5 p.m. on Oct. 4 in the Milford 
Community Room. The meetmgs are the 319 
Annual Review, Source Water Action Team and 
the Clean Water Alliance Quarterly Meetir:g. 

The first at5 p.m. will be the annual rev1ew 
of the 319 grant received by the Dickinson 
Conntv swcn This grant requires an annual 

t that is in process. The 
assistance, conduct training, Dickinson County SWCD 
and establish demonstration ow Impact Development 
projects to showca e innova- Great Lakes watershed. 
live and proven conservation lUal review for the 319 
systems. , a Source Water Action 

As part of the soil and, to discuss the on going 
water conservati'on district, Water Action Plan. The 
project coordinators will be 
able to work with both private 
and public landowners when 

_..., 

Source Water Action Plan is the an approved 
plan by EPA for the protection of drink­
ing water sources m the Iowa Great Lakes 
Watershed. 

After the SWAT meetmg there will be a 
quick Clean Water Alliance meeting to for 
partners to djscuss actives and projects in 
Dickinson County 

The first meeting is expected to last about 30 
minuets with questions. The SWAT meeting 
will start around 5:30p.m. and is planned to be 
over around 6:15p.m. The Clean Water Alliance 
Meeting will follow that and is expectPd to end 
around 7 p.m. 

• Those with question may contact Steve 
Anderson (7!2) 336-3782 ' .> 
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dealing with watersheds that onal Healthcare will host a 
have both rural and urban ducation class for expectant 
land uses. In many areas, er upport person from 7-9 p.m. 
efforts are needed to protect ·pt. 26. Fourth of six essions. 
resources ahead of develop- couple. Scholarships are avail 
ment to minimize the impact 336-1230 extension 1129 or visit 
on water quality and local th.org to register That arne 
infrastructure systems. ldbirth refresher course will 

The projects will also pro- 9 p.m. Second of two sessions. 
mote better use of available :ouple. Scholarships are avail­
soil survey information, and 136-1230 extension 1129 or visit 
will encourage consideration h.org to register. 

A Sports InJury Clinic for middle school, hil 
school, and c~llege athletes with acute spor 
tnJUrtes, provtd~d by orthopedic surgeon Jot 
Leupold, M.D. will be held beginning at 10 a.l 
Saturday, ~ept. 29 at the orthopaedic clinic 
Lakes Reg1onal Health care, located on the we 
Side of th~ hospital's second floor, Highway ' 
South,_ Spmt Lake. Free. No appointment ' 
physician referrals necessary. Athletes undo 
age 18 must be accompanied by a parent ' 
guardian. Call (7!2) 336-8708 on weekdays f• 
more mformation. of alternatives that feature 

reduced runoff, lower impact 3Y. Sept. 26 interested com­
from development. and high- r are inv1ted to meet at Mill 
er priority on greenbelts, nt m Milford for an informal 
trails, stream buffers, and m. Main top1cs will be revital­
open space. Milford and affordable hous-

University of Okoboji Oktoberfest Bike Ri< 
will be held on Saturday, Sept. 29. 

"Soil and water districts 8-2625 for more information. 
have the responsibility for 

Sherburn Lake Promenaders Square Dan• 
Club will be dancing Saturday, Sept. 29 
Sherburn Elementary School. Rounds w 

protecting natural resources 
mall areas of the state, rural 
and urban alike," Northey 
said . "We hope thi is just 
the beginning of efforts to 
expand our efforts to assist 
urban areas." 

Quality Commission 
ew applications ,o-!P-()1 

The Dickinson County Water Quality 
Commissions application deadline was on 
Oct. I, 2007. The Water Quality Commission 
a group that was created through a 28-E 
agreement between all the cities in Dickinson 
County and the Dickinson County Board of 
Supervisors creates up to 

the first of October. The Water Quality 
Commission has received requests for $260,000 
from six applications. The ftrst time the Water 
Quality Commission will met to discuss these 
applications is Oct. 22 at the Arnolds Park 
City Hall. 

$200,000 available for water I 
quality projects within 
Dickinson County Lakes. 

This round of applications 
started at the beginning of 
August and went through 

NORTHEY: Iowa to reach new levels ~ 
continued,._, page1A 

Northey touched on the Iowa 
Power Fund, which is meant to 
bring renewable energy to a whole 
new level in the state. 

"Ethanol initially started us 
down this road, but it's going to 
be so much more," Northey said. 
"One of the amazing things this 
year is that we have these kinds of 
[corn] prices with a crop. .. We have 
had these prices, but no crop." 

Northey also pointed out the 
potential for wind power and 

renewable fuels in the state. 
After describing the role of the 

department, Northey took ques­
tions from his audience. Barb 
Mendenhall asked how much 
Northey gets to interface with 
the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) and its director 
Rich Leopold. 

"By design we want to sit down 
every two weeks and talk," said 
Northey. "We try to get together 
at least once a month. It's very 

very important." 
State. Rep. Mike M< 

Northey for his wo 
DNR and Iowa State l 
the hog confmement 
The three groups pr 
science to assist with 
"In some ways, we've 
the last 30 years for : 
put magic pixy dust o 
lem and make manu 
anymore," said North 

The Secretary of 



Water Quality Commission approves proposed proje 
On Oct. 22, 2007 the 

Dickinson County Water 
Quality Commission met to 
approve projects for the 2009 
fiscal year. The Water Quality 
Commission Is a group cre­
ated by a 28-E agreement to 
fund project that will protect 
the water quality of Dickinson 
County Lakes. The Water 
Quality Commission can 
approve up to $200,000 annu­
ally for projects. This year 
they received six applications 
requesting a total of $260,000. 
The 18 Commissioners rank 
the projects and then those 
rankings are complied to 
give an over all ranking. The 
Commission's meeting last 
Monday discussed the proj· 
eels, the ranking process and 
approved to fund the projects 
as ranked until they met their 
budget. 

The frrst project funded was 
the East Okoboji Beach Road 

and Drainage Reconstruction 
Project The project will pay 
for the planning to design 
a low impact drainage plan 
for East Okoboji Beach Area. 
The East Okoboji Beach area 
is proposed to have new hard 
surface streets in the next few 
years. These impervious sur· 
faces would create more water 
runoff and pollulants going 
into East Okoboji Lake. This 
project will design the drain· 
age to minimize the water 
quality impacts when the 
new streets and drainage Is 
installed. 

The second project funded 
was for the implementation 
of the Iowa Great Lakes 
Watershed Assessment. The 
assessment that has been on 
going in the Iowa Great Lakes 
over the last two years will 
be completed in April of 2008. 
This assessment is to give a 
working plan to address the 

water quality concerns for 
the Iowa Great Lakes area 
After the plan is completed 
the Dickinson County SWCD 
and others will be applying for 
state and federal grants that 
require local matching funds. 
This money will be used to 
do urban work according to 
the assessment and the Water 
Quality Commission funds 
will be used to bring in state 
and federal funds to protect the 
Iowa Great Lakes Watershed. 

The thind project was the 
Iowa Great Lakes Watershed 
Protection Project. This is 
match money for the Iowa 
DNR to use with state and 
federal grants to protect pri· 

ority wetland areas within 
the watersheds of Dickinson 
County Lakes. 

Annually the commis· 
sion sets aside money for the 
administration of the grant 
program for the Dickinson 
County Clean Water Alliance. 
The Alliance works to coordi· 
nate, education and commu· 
nicate water quality activities 
within Dickinson Counties 
Lake watersheds. The Clean 
Water Alliance Coordinator 
administers the funds for the 
Water Quality Commission. 

The Water Quality 
Commission has one grant 
process annually. The next 
round of grants will be avaiJ. 

----------------------~ 

able in the late summer of 
2008. 

This year match was forever 
dollar approved locally $13.5 
dollars were matched. Over the 
last 8 years the Water Quality 

Ethanol plant plan to discharge water appear safe 
Water expert urges watchful eye on surrounding environment ol-/t.-fiY 

BY CAROUNE RUSK 
DCN STAFF was another concern.]" 

Concerned citizens have raised 
an alarm to a local ethanol plant's 
intention of releasing above-nor· 
mal temperature water into the Des 
Moines River in Emmet County. 

An Informational meeting held 
last Thursday in Estherville 
between plant officials and the 
public eased minds, explaining the 
process to interested parties. 

that allows us to discharge up to 91 
degree water, but the actual tem­
perature is anywhere from 60·75 
degrees," said Doug Archer, gen· 
era! manager of the Green Plains 
Renewable Energy, Inc. ethanol 
plant located near Superior. "Plant 
production ls scheduled for March 
3." 

that contribute to global warming. 
The plant is expected to produce 51 
million gallons of ethanol per year 
once fully operational. 

"The meeting with the public 
was to familiarize them with the 
process and with the plant itself," 
Archer said. "We wanted to engage 
the public with any concerns. Water 
temperature was one concern, the 
effect of the water on the river and 
the wildlife around the river [was 
another worry], and the effect of 
that on the public to be able to use 
the river for [recreational purposes 

Archer said the water set to be 
discharged is used for cooling pur­
poses only and does not come into 
contact with anything but the pipes 
it is sent through. 

"This is not waste water being 
discharged," he explained. "We 
have spent almost $4 million deveJ. 
oping a water treatment process ... 
The water will have gone through 

"We have a permit [from the 
Department of Natural Resources] 

Ethanol, which Green Plains pro· 
duces from corn, is a high-octane 
fuel that is blended with gasoline 
to provide superior engine perfor· 
mance as well as help to reduce taiJ. 
pipe and greenhouse gas emissions 

Anderson() accepts position 
as urban conservationist 

illion gallon man. 
llization pond is 
.tructed onsite to 
ater to cool to 60-7S 
•fore its release 
e. facility to oper: 
tmuous fashion. 
Y effect the dis· 
have on the river 
und the discharge 
Tar will stay open 
'Ze over,'' Archer 
ere's no contami­
to the water ... ft'U 
the point where 
table." 

The Dickinson County 
Soil and Water Conservation 
District recently announced 
that Steve Anderson has 
accepted the position of 
Urban Conservationist. 
Anderson is moving from 
the Dickihson County Clean 
Water Alliance position to the 
Urban Conservation position. 
Both positions are located in 
the office of the Dickinson 
County Soil and Water 
Conservation District. 

"I'm glad that I don't have 
to leave Dickinson County, but 
I'm really excited to extend the 
water quality work that we're 
doing in Dickinson County to 
the surrounding communi· 
ties," said Anderson. "I am 
truly blessed with ali the local 
support and enthusiasm to 
get projects for the protection 
of lakes in Dickinson County 
completed. I look forward to 
continued work with you in 
this new position. " 

The Urban Conservationist 
position was one of four ere· 
ated by Iowa Secretary of 

Agriculture Bill North!'Y last 
summer to start to meet the 
soil and water concerns of the 
urban areas of Iowa. The posi· 
lion is funded through Iowa 
Department of Agriculture 
and Land Stewardship 
and will be located in the 
Dickinson County USDA 
Service Center. This Urban 
Conservationist position is 
to work in Dickinson County 
70 percent of the time with 
30 percent dedicated to work 
with communities outside of 
Dickinson County . 

Within Dickinson County, 
Ander~on will continue the 
urban conservation work by 
assisting landowners with 
site design and working with 
local communities on drain· 
age issues and ordinance 
changes. The work outside 
of the county will be similar 
with focus on cities and coun· 
ties close to Dickinson such 
as Clay, Emmet, Palo Alto, 
Buena Vista and Osceola, 
but may include counties as 
well. Any community want· 

ing assistance with Urban 
Conservation work can con· 
tact Anderson at (712) 336-3782 
ext. 3. 

As for the Dickinson County 
Clean Water Alliance, the 
Dickinson County Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
will be taking application to 
fill this position. The Clean 
Water Alliance Coordinator is 
responsible for coordination, 
communication and educa· 
tion of water quality activi· 
ties in the lake watersheds of 
Dickinson County. This posi· 
tion also administers the funds 
for the Dickinson County 
Water Quality Commission 
along with other duties. 

"I am grateful for all the peo­
ple who are the Clean Water 
Alltance and have made this 
position such a success," said 
Anderson. "Many communi· 
ties look to Dickinson County 
for what can be done for envi· 
ronmental protection and the 
Clean Water Alliance is one 
entity in which people look at 
as a successful model." 

' the general 
nlidence, Clean 
dinator Steve 
1courages the 
a watchful eye 

gesite. 
of Estherville 
watch what's 

! said. "It's far 

IETHANOL 
continued on page 3A 

.i.E b@gths flowing," he said. 
There will be a water moni­

tor':"g station onsite with 
testmg once a week ... 

As . long as water levels 
remam constant, Anderson 
~elieves there won't be any 
Issues. A drought, however, 
could change things 

"I'm not sure wh~t would 
happen in the event of a 
drought," he said. "There 
~ould be fish kills of qual· 
Ity. Issues ... We're basically 
~';,L~.g to look into a crystal 

Anderson noted Green 
Plams Renewable Energy's 
history in terms of environ­
men tal impact. 

"Not all ethanol plants have 
a good track record, but most 
of them so," he said "From 
what I've seen they'~e got a 
pretty good record compared 
to others." 

n 
[( 
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Water Quality Commission approves proposed proje 
On Oct. 22, 2007 the 

Dickinson County Water 
~uallty Commission met to 
1pprove projects for the 2009 
iscal year. The Water Quality 
:::Ommisslon is a group ere­
lied by a 28-E agreement to 
'und project that will protect 
.he water quality of Dickinson 
:::Ounty Lakes. The Water 
~uallty Commission can 
1pprove up to $200,000 annu· 
illy for projects. This year 
.hey received six applications 
-equesting a total of $260,000. 
!'he 18 Commissioners rank 
.he projects and then those 
·ankings are complied to 
pve an over all ranking. The 
~ommission's meeting last 
"ionday discussed the pro} 
JCts, the ranking process and 
1pproved to fund the projects 
1s ranked until they met their 
JUdge!. 

The first project funded was 
lle East Okoboji Beach Road 

Et 

and Drainage Reconstruction water quality concerns for 
Project. Tbe project will pay the Iowa Great Lakes area. 
for the planning to design After the plan is completed 
a low impact drainage plan the Dickinson County SWCD 
for East Okoboji Beach Area. and others will be applying for 
The East Okoboji Beach area state and federal grants that 
is proposed to have new hard require local matching funds. 
surface streets in the next few This money will be used to 
years. These impervious sur- do urban work according to 
faces would create more water the assessment and the Water 
runoff and pollutants going Quality Commission funds 
into East Okoboji Lake. This will be used to bring in state 
project will design the drain· and federal funds to protect the 
age to minimize the water Iowa Great Lakes Watershed. 
quality impacts wben the Tbe third project was the 
new streets and drainage is Iowa Great Lakes Watershed 
installed. Protection Project. This is 

The second project funded match money for the Iowa 
was for the Implementation DNR to use with state and 
of the Iowa Great Lakes federal grants to protect pri· 

ority wetland areas within 
the watersheds of Dickinson 
County Lakes. 

Annually the commis· 
sian sets aside money for the 
administration of the grant 
program for the Dickinson 
County Clean Water Alliance . 
The Alliance works to coordi· 
nate, education and commu­
nicate water quality activities 
within Dickinson Counties 
Lake watersheds. The Clean 
Water Alliance Coordinator 
administers the fw1ds for the 
Water Quality Commission . 

The Water Quality 
Commission has one grilnt 
process annually. The next 
row1d of grants will be avail· 

Watershed Assessment. The ------ ~----------~~­
assessment that has been on 
going in the Iowa Great Lakes 
over the last two years will 
be completed in April of 2008. 
This assessment is to give a 
working plan to address the 

able in the late sUDJmer of 
2008. 

This year match was for ever 
dollar approved locally $13.5 
dollars were matched. Over the 
last 8 years the Water Quality 
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a fairly extensive clean­
mg Proces~ [before it is dis­
charged.]" 

According to Archer, stud­
ies have been conducted by 
the DNR indicating minimal 
ln1pact on the river by water 
discharge. The DNR then 
sets ~thanol and other plant 
req~trements based on its 
fmdmgs. 

A one million gallon man­
m~de equalization pond is 
bemg constructed onsile to 
allow the water to cool to 60-75 
degrees before its release, 
allo:wmg the faci)jty to oper­
ate m a continuous fashion 

enough away that if some­
thmg happened it might be 
hard to identify an issue ... 

Anderson toured the etha­
nol plant with representatives 
and doesn't believe there will 
be any issues with the water 
discharge. 

"Water will be tested at 
~e end of the pipe the day 
!.1 begms flowing," he said. 
There will be a water moni· 
tor~g station onsite with 
testmg once a week." 

As . long as water levels 
remam constant, Anderson 
believes there won't be any 
Issues. A drought, however, 
could change things. 

"I'm not sure what would 
happen in the event of a 
drought, " he said. "There 
~auld be fish kills of qual­
Ity . ISsues ... We're basically 
trymg to look into a crystal 
ball ." 

"The only effect the dis. 
~barge will have on the river 
IS at and around the discharge 
point the river will stay open 
and not freeze over," Archer 
assured. "There's no contami­
nants added to the water ... It'll 
~~ clean to the point where 
II s nearly potable." 

Even with the general 
manager's confidence, Clean 
Water Coordinator Steve 
And~rson encourages the 
PUblic to keep a watchful eye 
on the discharge site 

Anderson noted Green 
Plams Renewable Energy's 
history in terms of environ­
mental impact. 

. "The people of Esfuerville 
JUst n~ed to watch what 's 
happenmg," he said. "It 's far 

"Not all ethanol plants have 
a good track record, but most 
of them so," he said. "From 
what I've seen they've got a 
pretty good record compared 
to others." 

n 
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ill Northey announces new staff 
to focus on urban conservation 

Iowa Secretary of 
Agriculture Bill Northey 
recently Introduced five 
new Iowa Department 
of Agriculture and Land 
Stewardship employees 
focused on urban conservation 
at an event at the Iowa Capitol. 
The new field staff are based in 
Polk, Pottawattamie, Johnson 
and Dickinson Counties. 

Northey also recognized the 
Dickinson County Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
for receiving the Urban. 
Community and Coastal 
Resources Excellence Award 
from the National Association 
ConservationDistrlctsfortheir 
urban conservation work. 

"Unfortunately, in the past 
management of storm water 
in our urban areas have only 

tJ;J..-.)o - o 1 
New part-

focused on preventing flooding, 
not protecting water quality," 
Northey said. "New technolo­
gies and strategies allow us to 
do both. These new employ­
ees wilJ help communities 
install new systems and retro­
fit existing infrastructure in a 
way Utat will move the water 
off our streets while keeping 
soil and pollutants out of our 
waterways." 

The urban conservationists 
will provide information and 
technical assistance on soil and 
water conservation methods in 
towns and cities to land devel­
opment professionals, city offi­
cials, government agencies 
and private landowners. 

While located in rapidly 
developing communities, Ute 
conservationists will provide 

expertise to communities 
across the state. And, should 
any new funds become avail· 
able, additional staff could be 
hired to focus on additional 
commWlities. 

"Our goal is to have urban 
and rural areas working 
together to protect our soil 
and improve water quality in 
the state," Northey said. "The 
Department has years of eXPe­
rience working with farmers 
and believe this is just the 
beginning of efforts to assist 
urban areas." 

Steve Anderson is the Urban 
Conservationist for Dickinson 
County in Northwest Iowa. 
Anderson has extensive pro­
fessional and volWlteer expe­
rience working in the Iowa 
Great Lakes area to protect 

water quality and promote 
"low-impact development" in 
the area. 

Most recently he was the 
coordinator of the Dickinson 
County Clean Water Alliance 
In this position he worked with 
over 40 conservation groups 
in Iowa and Minnesota to pro­
tect water quality. He gradu­
ated from South Dakota State 
University with a degree in 
environmental science. 

Other urban conservation­
ists include Amy Bouska, 
Wayne Petersen, Richard 
Maaske and Jennifer Welch. 

"These new staff members 
bring to the Department years 
of urban conservation eXPe­
rience and a deep passion to 
protecting water quality in the 
state," Northey said. 

nership to 
advance 
water quali­
ty in north­
westlowa 

EPA releases revised 
water quality standards 

EPA has approved new and 
revised Iowa water quality 
standards, designating m?re 
than 14,000 additional miles 
of Iowa waters for recre· 
ational and aquatic life uses. 
The approved provisions are 
now effective for implemen· 
tation under the Clean Water 
Act. 

required by the Clean Water 
Act. These standards include 
an update of the state's wat~r 
quality criteria to be consiS­
tent with the latest science. 

These newly-adopted stan­
dards will protect waters for 
their appropriate aquatic life 
and recreational uses. The 
standards are based on the 
presumption that waters 
should be protected for aquat­
ic life and recreational uses, 
unless stream assessments 
show that another level of 
protection is warranted. 

A new partnersWp to monitor 
water quality in Iowa's Great 
Lakes region will increase envi­
ronmental testing and expand 
on-site educational opportu­
nities at the Iowa Lakeside 
Laboratory Regent Resource 
Center in Milford. 

EPA Region 7 Administrator 
John B. Askew said, "EPA 
appreciates Iowa's commit· 
ment to protecting its waters 
by establishing water quality 
standards that significantly 
increase the environmental 
protections afforded waters 
in the state." 

The Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources submitted 
new and revised Iowa surface 
water quality standards to 
EPA for review and approval 
in 2006 and late last year, as 

0.2-.2o -orr 

EPA's Feb. 11, 2008, deci­
sion letter provides a more 
detailed description of EPA's 
review and the basis for this 
action. To view it, go to this 
release at www.epa.gov/ 
region7 and click on th_e link 
called decision letter m the 
last paragraph. 

tJ 1- J[r- 0 .r 
Input needed 
from residents 
on water 
quality issues 
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Even with area lakes, rivers and streams 
freezing over for the winter season Dickinson 
County reoidents lire being endmraged to 
l::"pbywater QuaUty t.sues at the top of their 

ts send the Iowa Department of Natural li:'""urces information about how the Little 
~ River and Milford Creek are being 

"The DNR wants to downgrade [classill 
tions for) Milford Creek and the Little Sio: 
River. It's basically from the Silver Lake out­
let to the west branch of the west fork of 
the Little Sioux River, " said Steve Anderson 
Clean Water Alliance Coordinator. "If you•...; 
~bing In them, If you 're swimmlng In them 

you are canoeing, kayaking... Whateve; 
you are doing on these streams they need to 
~ow so they have the tools to make the r ight 
c:SJ::t~:n:.~at they are doing with stream 

The DNR to currently conducting assess­
ments and seeking information from the pub­
lic dto accurately determine how Iowa's rivers 
an streams are used. The federal Clean 
.:;•~ Act requires that states assume that 

rs and streams are used for swimmtng 
and other recreational activities that involve 
considerable contact with the water and the 
risk of ingesting with water. Thb type or 

INPUT 

One of the nation's first bitr 
logical field stations, Lakeside 
Laboratory is a 147-acre cam­
pus on the west shore of West 
Okoboji Lake that offers year­
round research and education­
al programs with residential 
facilities. A new partnership 
between the University of Iowa, 
the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources and the University 
HygienicLaboratory(UHL)wlll 
expand the use of the Lakeside 
Laboratory facilities for water 
quality analysis and monitor­
ing. 

SWCD Foundation Iowa's (CD!) Auxlllary Arinu 
Scholarships. COl funds 6 
regional awards of S200 each 
and state level awards ln the 
amount of $1,500, $1,000, and 
$800. The applicant needs to 
submit two (2) typed copies of 
their application and must use 
the 2008 application form. 

o sc o ars 1ps will be 

Testing will be conducted in 
the Richard V. Bovbjerg Water 
Chemistry Laboratory in the 
Waitt Building, developed 
through funding from Friends 
of Lakeside Lab. Since its con­
struction in 1998, the Waitt 
Building has hosted research· 
ers who have conducted water 
testing and analysis on the 
Lakeside Laboratory campus 
and at Iowa State Universi~ 
The facility provides students 
and learners of all ages with a 
teaching lab, a classroom and 
office space. 

Peter van der Linden is the 
executive director of the Iowa 
Lakeside Laboratory. Lee Friell 
of the Hygienic Laboratory is 
the project manager for the new 
water analysis partnership. The 
UHL will provide administra­
tive support for the endeavor 
and laboratory staff stationed 
on the campus to facilitate yeat­
roWld educational programs 
and testing. 

Beginnlng July 1, an expand­
ed menu of tests will be per­
formed on the campus with 
analytica1 results available in a 
timely manner for samples col­
lected from northwestern Iowa 

"History is coming full circle 
with the University of Iowa 
Hygienic Laboratory renewing 
its commib:nent to Lakeside 
Laboratory and to the Iowa 
Great Lakes conununities," 
said UHL Director Christopher 
Atchison. "This new partner­
ship to provide comprehensive 
water quality testing for north­
western Iowa underscores our 
common mission to preserve 
the quality of Iowa's water." 

The Lakeside Laboratory 
was foWlded in 1909 by Thomas 
Macbride, a former president 
and professor at the UI. When 
the laboratory was built 99 
years ago, it was the only field 
station on the North American 
prairie. ln 1936, the unique 
facility became a state institu­
tion. Today, the Iowa Lakeside 
Laboratory Regent Resource 
Center is operated cooperatively 
by the ill, Iowa State University 
and the University of Northern 
Iowa through the Board of 
Regents, State of Iowa. 

offers scholarships 

The Dickinson SWCD 
Foundation announces the 
availability of two$500scholar· 
.:;hips that will be presented to 
Dickinson County Graduating 
High School Seniors. These 
scholarships are to be used 
for the first year of education 
on the college or vocational 
school level. 

The District Scholarship, 
in the amount of $500, is 
offered for any field of agri­
culture or natural sciences 
studies and in addition, the 
winning application will be 
forwarded to compete in the 
Conservation Districts of 

The Jo Groves Memorial 
Scholarship, in the amount 
of $500, is not limited in the 
course of study. The applicant 
needs to submit two (2) typed 
copies of their application and 
must use the Jo Groves appli­
cation form. 

High school seniors must 
submit theu- applications to 
the Dickinson Soil & Water 
Conservation District no later 
than Monday, Feb. 25, 2008. 

judged on leadership, scholas­
tic achievement and need. 

Applications can be 
obtained from the High 
School Counselors at Harris­
Lake Park, Okoboji, Spirit 
Lake, or Terril/Graettinger 
High Schools, or by contacting 
the Dickinson Soil & Water 
Conservation District at the 
USDA Service Center in Spirit 
Lake at 2412 17th Street, or by 
calling ID.2J ~7!}"xl. 3. 



Dickinson 
• receives nc THE 

WOLF'S 
CRY 

BY ANITRA WOLF 
MANAGING EDITOR 

Dickinson County's Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
(SWCD) is already known state­
wide as a leader in innovative 
strategjes and conservation 
efforts. Last week, the d i trict 
rose to national recognition 
as the National Association of 
Conservation Districts award­
ed the county's SWCD the 2007 
Excellence Award for Urban 
Conservation 

"The National Association 
of Conservation Districts rep­
resents 3,000 soil and water 
conservation districts nation­
wide," said Steve Anderson, 
urban conservationist for 
Dickinson County and sur­
rounding areas. "They give 
out an award in eight different 
categories. We were chosen 
out of 3,000 potential districts, 
and we beat out potential can­
didates from New York, San 
Diego, Denver and other big 
metro areas. Here we are this 
little community of 16,000 that 
was considered the best work 
for 2007 in urban conserva­
tion work. 

The Dickinson Count 
SWCD accepted the award at 
the National Association of 
Conservation Districts' con­
ference Feb. 10-13 in Reno, 
Nev. 

"The award ceremony was 
Feb. 12," said Anderson. "We 
accepted the award at one of 
the meetin~ or the board in 
Reno and gave a 15-20 minute 

If it 
bleeds ... 

BY ANITRA WOLF 
MANAGING EDITOR 

I come from a small town 1 
stlll live in a small town. 1 gu~s 
you could say I have some "small 
town" ethlcs. While it means I may 
~ever flt in at a metro newspaper, 
I m darn p~oud of these values. 

In any JOurnalism education 
YOU'll r un into the phrase "If ii 
bleeds, It leads," meaning that 
deaths and accidents are most often 
the biggest stories of the week 
Ill any given community. Death 
tragedy, anguish, pain. Those ar~ 
the things most commonly found 

Representative ' above the fold on the front pages 
accepted an aw of any metro newspaper. 
Pictured from It Here in Dickinson County, we 
County SWCD are not sheltered from our share 
Districts Trea Sll of tragedy. It is our job as journal­
County SWCD C lsts to report these things to you. 
mer Dickinson 4 We feel we are accomplishing this 
Award for UrbaJ while holding strong to our small 
district. Dicklru town eth1cs. 

At the Iowa News paper 
presentation on t Association's convention th · 
we've done here month, we watched a slide sho~ 
County." of the winners of the photography 

Both the pres. contest. I can 't tell you how many 
the original nom coffins, stretchers and tears 
compiled by W3! saw repeatedly being g iven 1: e 
urban conserval photo honors. Don' t get mew P 
coordinator, hi€ They are wonderful, wand~~~~ 
efforts of the S crisp clear moving photos B t 1 ~------ "'"""' '+ h o 1n h11+ Utnnfipl" j f r:,~ r;r:J: Qt.__ 

Dickinson SWCD honored o3-' 'l~o rr 

The Dickinson County Soil and Water Conservation District w 
Conservation by the National Association of Co . as awarded the 2007 Excellence Award for Urban 
water conservation districts across the United ~stervatlon Districts (NACO). NACO represents the 3,000 soil and 

h . ates. Out os those 3 000 p 'bl d ' . 
was c osen for its work with the urban comm 'ty Th ' oss, e lstncts, Dickinson County 
Farm Boreau Non-Point Source grant five de umst. . e SWC.D held seminars tha t were in part sponsored by a 

• mon rat1on proJects and 'sted . 
teet water quality. The Dickinson County SWCD . d . ass• WJt h ordinance changes to pro-

. rece1ve the award 10 Re N . 
national conference. Pictured are Steve An de o · k' no, ev., '"February 2008 at the NACO 
sioner,John Redding, NACO president· Bill Norsrtohn, ',' tnson County SWCO staff; Scott Mitchell, SWCO cornmis-

d . • ey, owa secretary of ag · tt (f 
an Orvrlte Berg, assistant SWCO commission (f ncu ure ormer SWCO commissioner)· 
Steve Anderson, Urban Conservationist foro· ek~ ormer SWCD commissioner). (Picture and cutline courtesy o; 

rc rnson County SWCO.) 

Chris Hoffman, SWCO commissioner, Vance Hjelm State Soil Conservation committee, Mark Ingwersen Dickinson 
SWCO commissioner, Scott Mitchell Dickinson SWCD commissioner, Howard johnson Osceola SWCO commission­
er, Bob Waters and Cathy Graves with the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship are shown during .. 
presentation of the SWCD grant check. Picture and cuttine courtesy of Steve Anderson, urban conservationist for 
Dickinson County SWCO. 

The Dickinson County Soil and Water Conservation District was awarded the 2007 Excellence Award for Ur­
ban Conservation by the National Association of Conservation Districts. The Dickinson County SWCD received 
the award in Reno, Nev., in February 2008 at the NACO national conference. Following the trip to Reno, the 
Dickinson County SWCO was recognized at the state Capitol on the Floor of the House of Representatives. A 
resolution was submitted by Rep. Mike May to recognize the Dickinson County SWCD for winning this national 
award. Pictured are Chris Hoffman, SWCD commissioner; Mark Ingwersen, SWCD commissioner; Steve Ander­
son, Dickinson County SWCD st aff; and Rep. Mike May. (Picture and cutline courtesy of Steve Anderson, Urban Counties receive grant for watershed assessment 

for $10,000 to do a watershed 2007 and is to be Conservationist for Dickinson County SWCD.) PHOTO COURTESY Or DICKINSON C.ou_NTY _______ .._ 
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Clean water alliance 
hires new coordinator 

opportunity to come back to 
Dickinson CoW1tY and work 
on a job that he loves .. He 
is excited about the postt!On 
and has already begun work. 
Wills started working in the 
Dickinson Soil and Water 
Conservation District office. 
in Spirit Lake, on March 10. 

'!'he Dickinson County 
Soil and Water Conservation 
Di trict and the Dickinson 
Clean Water Alliance 
annoW1Ce the recent hiring of 
John H. wills as the new alii· 
ance coordinator. . 

Wills is a long time rest· 
dent of northwest Iowa and 
was previously a Clean Water 
Alliance Coordinator. WtUs 
will be working in the post· 
tion which was vacated Steven 
Anderson, who has moved mto 
a new Iowa Department of 
AgricultureLandStewardshtp, 
Division of Soil ConservatiOn 
(IDALS. OSC) fW1ded post· 
lion. The position And~rson 
has moved into is a reg10nal 
Urban Conservationist post· 

tlon and will be foW1d in the 
Lakes Region but has respon· 
sibilities outside Dickinson 
County as well. 

Will left the Alliance in 
November 1999 to pursue an 
opportunity with the Loes 
Hills Alliance m Western 
Iowa. After Sept. 11. 2001 Wills 
joined the Army to serve hl~ 
country in the war on terrOl· 
ism. He served in that capac­
ity for over 5 years and was 
able to visit many parts of the 
world. In December of 2006 
Wills found himself out of the 
military and located in Rock 
Rapids teaching high school 
Biology at a home school acad· 
emy. 

Wills is happy he had the 

The Project Coordmator 
position is a position which is 
paid for through grants from 
IDALS. DSC, the Dickinson 
SWCD. and the Dickinson 
County Water Quahty 
Commission. '!'he ProJect 
Coordinator works with all the 
partners and interested par· 
ties to improve the water qual­
ity of the Iowa Great Lakes. 

Partners in preservation~"-·" 
Duo's watchwords are water, conservation 

By Greg Drees 
luurn.tlet•!!!.'3'1~ 

SPIRIT LAKE, Iowa - In a 
land where natural re ources 
are royalty, they are enhancer 

Safeguarding these wonder. of na­
ture where they arc preeminent -
in the Iowa Great Lakes and ur­
rounding areas- is their calling. 

Steve Anderson and John Wills- urban con­
servationist and Clean Water Alliance (CWA) co­
ordinator. re;pectively - are protectiOnists 10 a 
land ol plenty 

Both men worl.. out of the Dickinson County 
S01l and Water Conservation (SWCDl office in 

pirit Lake and although they often find conser­
vation and ecological issue' of commor• concern. 
there are distinctions in their role\ 

Ander>on, who was hired in January under an 
mitiative embarked upon by Iowa Agriculture 
Secretary Bill onhey. became one of four re­
giOnal urban consen·ationtsls in the state. 

A her beginning his conservauon career as a 
naturalist intern for the Dickmson County Con­
servauon Board. Anderson accepted the role a. 
Clean Water Alliance coordinator for the county. 
He nouroshed in the job. taking the 'laleWide 
lead in incorporating Low Impact Development 
(LID) techniques- such as rnanagmg storm 
water runoff" ith wetland~. bio~'iwales and ram 
gardens- into Lakes land.capcs. often through 
dogged determination and someumes by refash­
ioning city ordinance~. 

Ande"on's reputauon served h1rn well as he 
wa> selected to head one of the urban comen a­
uon field off1ces in Spirit Lal..e, the only rural 
site selected in the new program. The other three 
are based out of the large metro areas ot Des 
Moines. Council Bluffs and Waterloo. The poSJ· 
Lions are funded through the Iowa Depanmcnt of 
Ag and Land Stewardship IIDALS), Di,ision of 
Soil Conservation CDSC), and enhanced "ith Re­
source Enhancement and Protection CREAP) 
money 

Although there are no defined boundaries in 
the initiative. Anderc.;on expect' to \\Ofk putting 
com.ervallon practice!\ on Lake\ area landscapes 
and perhaps as far-reaching as the nonh\\est 
quadrant of the state 

.. Hop•·fully, the progmrn will succeed and we 
w1ll be able to add more urban conservation"ts 
around the state,'' Andcn.on ~aid. 

\Vilis . a northwco;.t Iowa nati\.e who worked in 
consen at10n roles throughout the '90s- mclud-
mg as CWA coordinator \vas hired m 1\o!Jrch 
to fill Ande"on·, vacancy It i' a role that has 
truly brought \\'ilb full circle 

Urban conservationist Steve Anderson, left, and Clean Water Alliance coordinator John Wills often work 
together in the Iowa Great Lakes region on water quality and conservation issues. (Photo by Greg Drees) 

After working with the Loess Hills Alliance in 
western Iowa. he joined the Army shonly after 
Sept. II. 2001. to serve his country in the war on 
terrorism, a stintlhat la~tcd more than five years 
m different sites around the globe. 

After returning horne and teaching h1gh school 
biology at a home school academy in Rock 
Rapids, Wills learned of the CWA opponunity 
and won the job over several other applicants. 

.. 1 couldn't believe my good fonune." Will 
sa1d, "to return to the Iowa Great Lakes and work 
on i~sues I'm passionate about." 

The CWA coordmator"s position is funded 
through grants from IDALS. the Dickinson 
SWCD and the D1ckinson County Water Quality 
Commission Wilh works with the dozens of fed­
eral. >late and local partners in the CWA- in­
cluding agenc1es, organizations and individual 
-to improve water qualuy in the Iowa Great 
Lakes 

"I will also seck non-traditional water panners, 
like de, elopers," Wills said ••we want to work 
with everyone." 

Wills' Iraq experience heightened his apprecia­
tion of water 

.. Water i~ one of the moM important resources 
we have." Wills said. "It IS used as a weapon m 
Iraq. and I fore,ec war> being fought over water 
m the M1ddle East." 

Will> beseeches othe" to appreciate water. "We 
are fortunate here in northwe~t Iowa, and we must 
be rc;pon ible in our usc of water." he said. "One 

of my message is that we stop taking for granted 
the natural resources we have and use them re­
sponsibly." 

Wills and Ander on, whose paths meet almost 
daily because of the close proximity of their of­
fice spaces. often find them elves involved in 
conunon issue . 

"lt,s only natural that people seek us both out 
when dealing w1th water quality and consen•ation 
issues," Ander on said . 

Both men expect to be comulted on such issues 
as LID implementation. erosion and sediment 
control, environmental outreach opponunuie> and 
other related challenges. 

Water and natural resources are also mOuential 
in both men's lives outside of work. Each grew 
up in nature and outdoor experiences. Their 
shared passions of hunung. fishing, bird watch­
ing, swimming and beyond are rooted m water. 

'"My best childhood rnemones are connected 
With water resources, hke a creek near E;therville 
where we would sneak away and catch frogs and 
fish," Anderson aid. He now shares su h experi­
ence with hrs wife, Sara, and the1r 9-month-old 
son. Will . 

"I immerse myself in water-related acuviues 
and challenge ," said Wills. who tal..cs along h" 
12-year old daughter, Mariah, on many occasrons. 
"We,re leavmg a legacy for future generations." 

Reconnecting people to land and water re­
;ources IS m their blood. For AndeC'on and Wills. 
it IS a labor of love. 



Iowa Great Lakes honored for water qualitY~/Projects 
BY ANITRA WOLF 
MANAGING EDITOR 

Several Lakes area indi­
viduals, businesses and 
municipalities were recent­
ly bonored at the 2008 Iowa 
Stormwater Conference. The 
event was held in February in 
Coralville. 

"Dickinson County received 
four out of seven awards at 
the conference," said Pat 
Sauer, omvlronmental scien­
tist with the Iowa Association 
of Municipal Utilities. "The 
area kind of cleaned up on 
these awards." 

Each year, the awards are 
given to recognize the etrorts 
taken throughout the state to 
improve stormwater quality. 

"We wanted to on an annu­
al bas is recognizing cities, 
groups, and Individuals that 
are involved with practices to 
improve storm water quality." 
said Sauer. "I'm just really 
proud of the etrorts that are 
going on statewide to educate, 
the leadership being shown 
and people willing to incorpo­
rate change to improve local 
water quality." 

In Dickinson County, four 
awards were given for storm­
water etrorts. 

BRAD BECK, BECK 
ENGINEERING, INC. 

Brad owns his own firm 

PHOTO BY ANITRA WOLF · DCN STAFF 

Members of the Lakes area community were honored 
In February at the 2008 Iowa Stormwater Conference 
In Coralville. Pictured {front from left) Brad Beck, Pat 
Sauer, Dennis Daly, {back) Jeff Rose, Barb Mendenhall, 
Blain Andera and Steve Anderson. 

and has done engineering 
for Okoboji for five years. He 
attended a series of low impact 
development (LID) workshops 
in that area and understands 
the issues of water quaiHy 
in the Great Lakes area and 
statewide. 

"My award was for design 
of a street project in Okoboji," 
said Beck. "We tried to put 
practices into place that cap­
ture the ftrst inch and a half 
of rainfall - which makes up 

over 90 percent of the rain per 
year in iowa." 

Beck designed an aggressive 
drainage project for the City 
of Okoboji 's Lakeshore Drive. 
As part of this project, new 
streets, curb, gutter and more 
than 12 new bio retention cells 
were put in at strategic loca­
tions to treat storm water. 

"Bioretention cells cool, 
filter and treat the stormwa­
ter before it enters the storm 
sewer and eventually goes into 

West Okoboji," said Beck. 
Beck believes that the proj­

ect was the first city street 
project in the are to imple­
ment low impact development 
practices. He continually dem­
onstrates to the city on any 
design that water quality is 
highest on his priority list. 

JEFF ROSE, JACOBSON­
WESTERGARD 

& ASSOCIATES, INC. 

Jetr designed rain gardens 
at Arnolds Park Ball Field, 
Truse Rain Garden and two 
condominium projects. He 
is knowledgeable on all new 
LID _practices and has been 
enthusiastic on every project 
he undertakes. 

On behalf of the City of 
Arnolds Park, he is involved 
with the LID features on the 
Bridges Bay Resort complex, 
Okoboji Island and spy qJ.ass 
Condominiums. Jetr is very 
dedicated and conscientious 
on all of his projects and this 
shows through until each proj­
ect is completed. 

BARB MENDENHALL, 
OKOBOJI PLANNING 
AND ZONING BOARD 

Barb has been the local 
impetus for implementing 
improved storm water qual­
ity practices in the City 

of Okoboji. 
"Basically I led the charge 

with the City of Okoboji to add 
LID principles to the zoning 
ordinances," said Barb. "We 
are looking at stormwater as 
a resource rather than a waste 
product... Water is ow· most 
important limited resource." 

With her leadership, the 
city adopted LID ordinances 
that would address new con­
struction and preexisting con­
struction in the Iowa Great 
Lakes area. She led the etrort 
for reevaluating the entlre 
city ordinance to include LID 
practices. Barb's tasks must 
have at times seemed impos­
sible but she enlisted a num­
ber of key allies and persisted 
through long hours and many 
discussions to create a great 
environmental benchmark for 
this area's water quality. With 
the new ordinances in place 
the city's street project used 
LID practices in a major proj­
ect completed last summer. 

Barb has been a leader in the 
Okoboji Protective Association 
for many years and received 
the Ace Cory Conservation 
Award in 2007. She also gives 
her times and talents to the 
Friends of Lakeside Lab. 
Because of Barb's volunteer­
ing as a humble but persistent 
leader, we are the recipients 
of the latest techniques at 
improving water quality in 
the City of Okoboji. 

ickinson Co. Wa~er 9uality Com~~~~~~m 
accepts grant appl1cat1ons 

The Dtckin~on County \'(ater 
~u;Lhry Commission is accept· 
mg grant applicaoons for Its 
annual water quahty grant 
pwod uno! Oct. 1, 2008. The 
applications are avatlable at 
http: / cleanwatcraltiancc.ne.t/ 
blog, under the \\'ater Quality 
Coffimission Category. In addi­
tion, interested group~ can con­
met the Otckmson S\'\'CD at 
2412 17th Street, pint Lake, 
1·\ and talk to John Wtlls, 
Dtckinson Count')· Clean \'\'ater 
-\lliancc Coordinator for mfor­
mation about the grants. 

The Application nmeline is 

as follows: Aug. 1 - Request for 
\pplicanons (Rfi\) begins, Aug. 
26- \X'ater Quality Commtsston 
Help Sesston, Sept. 18 - Water 
Quahry Commtsston Help 
Session, and Ocr. 1 - Grant 
Applicaoons due to Dickinson 
S\\ 'CD b,· 4:30 p.m. 

To d~te, nearly S840,000 
dollars have been granted 
to groups and agencies tn 

Dtckmson County with a total 
of 40 proJects being funded 
to protect local water bod.Jes. 
That mone} has been matched 
by oYer 1' million dollars. The 
Otckinson County Water Quality 

~----

Commission ts a group whose 
goal is to protect the water bod 
ies in Dickmson Counry. 

The Water Quality 
CommJSSion (\X'QC) was estab 
lished m 2001 to pro,de a 
steady fundmg source usmg 
local monev as a match to state 
and federai revenues for water 
quality projects for lakes 10 

Otclo~son County. This one­
of-a-kind orgaruzation m the 
!-.tate 1s compnsccl of 18 com· 
misstoners who represent the 
count\' and ItS 10 municipalities. 
The \X'ater Qualtty Commis>~on 
hopes to bring a nlirumum of 

3 m fedcf'l, state and pn 
\·ate matchmg funds to e\·ery 
S I adnurustered by the \\'QC 
and prm·ide an outlet for. mcli­
nduab and organizauons Ul the 
D1ckinson County commuruoes 
that arc looking for money to 
tmprove water qual.!ty. 

• For more information about 
the \Vater Quality Grants or 
about the Dtckinson County 
\Vater Quality ommission go 
to http:/ /deanwateralliancc. 
nct/waterquallty.html or con­
tact John Wills at r12) 336-
3782. 

CITY OF OKOBOJI 

The City of Okoboji was the 
fust community in Iowa to 
voluntarily adopt LID practic­
es into their new zoning ordi­
nances and have implement­
ed them on the first major 
street upgrade project. City 
administrators, planning and 
zoning board, council mem­
bers educated themselves on 
LID concepts during a series 
of educational seminars in 
the Great Lakes area several 
years ago. The city adopted 
LID ordinances that address 
new construction as well as 
existing reconstruction. 

"Major cities across the 
state have used our ordinanc· 
es as a model for LID princi­
ples," said City Administrator 
Dennis Daly. 

Upon making these concepts 
code the embarked on a major 
street renovation project. The 
Okoboji PCC Paving/ LID/ 
Lakeshore Drive Drainage 
Project was completed this fall . 
Homeowners were educated 
on the project. As a result of 
thelr leadership, other com­
munities in Dickinson County 
are looking into and adopting 
LDI ordinances on a volun­
tary basis. 

The City of Splrit Lake and 
Steve Anderson were also 
nominated for honors this 
year. 

/ 



Annual outdoor classroom event planrled 
1 ch \c:lf, sixth ~raderc. !rom throu~-:hout 

D1ckmson C ..ount\ anrnd an outdoor cb:. room 
eo.mt at KL"ttJC5C:m-Hogo;bad; to lc--.un alxnn \MlOU 

ubwct5. 
The Dtc~nson Sod and \\ ·,ucr ( on oauon 

0J,mct 15 "potl"'Onrlg US .mnw.J ~IXth (;r:uk QutdtX>f 
( b_~ room on (·nc:hr, Sept. 5 at the Nltloon-
1 lc'b"b:ack .uet. St.'l:th brr.uk .,rudenl' from ~ four 
Dx:.ktnson l.tlWlt\ ~hool D1~tnro u.ill be paruop:n 
10~ 10 the cU.'' room. 

nlc ~tudcm will be le.tr:rUng J.bout sam. 
trcn_ boJ.ttllJ{ md WAter "afel), wcd.md 
\\AII .. T flN.I, u"Ctl.uld, r.unfall hlmubtors.. fal 
a>nl), retnC\Cf dog<.. 
orphaned and llllured 

\\ildlife md the KcttJc::.on I i(l,">bacl.. tf'C' 

~ cbl \\111 be conducted bo. mcmlx:~ of the 
atural Re.oum:s C...on<.crv:~oon Scn1cc ~RCSJ, 

the Dlckimon So~ and \\.ucr ( on!>CnJ.tlon Dl'\tnct, 
'Ole ltr\\".1 Dep.uuncm of ~.nur.li ~Ill~ ,U'R1, 

the 01ckmson County Comcn':loon Board, ~ Ill\\,\ 
Great J ..tk~ \\,ucr ~.tfct\ Council, Tn:~ luf"C\er, 
Iowa l..c.uTllng I mn-ISU Orph.mcd and lnJun.-d 

\\ tldhfe .tnd the D1ckm'on ( .outll\ \nJrtu.l 
Cliruc. 

'Ibc go.tl of the outdoor w .... 
room ... to pro\1Ck 2 uruquc lc:un 
m~ cxpc.ncncc and .Ul 1ncn=a.~oo 

undcr.>t..tndm~ of the Cll\'lron 

ALE PHOTO 

Each year, sixth graders from throu_.,out Dlckinaon County attend an outdoor cl ... 
room event at Kettleson-Hog&back t o learn about various subjects. 

P.O. Box 2890 
Un1t•d Statu Departm•nt of Agriculture WaShington, 0 C 

A N RCS Natural R~sources. 20013 

~ Conservation Serv1ce 

Nat•onal Bulletm 230-7-

Sub)eCt EOP - Amencan Ind•an/Aiaska Nat1ve Hentage Month 

Purpose. To D1stnbute the Poster Commemoratmg Amencan Ind1an Hentage Month. 

Expiration Date. September 30, 2008 

Background. Amencan I nd•an Hentage Month is observed from November 1 through November 30, 
2007. . The 2007 poster 1s ent1tled, "We are One Family Ded1cated to Protectmg Mother Earth ... The 
artist captures the 1m age of a Care Taker who represents American Indians and all popula t1ons as the 
stewards of the land. The message Is clear; we are all Care Takers who are In charge or protectmg and 
preservmg the gifts of Mother Earth; water, air, w1ldl1fe, and land . The art1st 1s LaDon Smith, a member 
of the Choctaw Nation, Boswell, Oklahoma. 

Amencan Ind1an Hentage Month 1s celebrated to recogn1ze the mtertnbal cultures and to educate the 
public about the hentage, history, art, and tradit ions of Amencan Indians and Alaska Natives. American 
Indian Hentage Month enhances our efforts to honor tribal sovere1gnty by working on a government-to­
government bas1s w1th Amencan Ind1ans and Alaska Nat1ves. We honor the nghts of Indian tribes and 
work to protect and enhance tnbal resources . 

There w1ll be many act1v1ties across the country recogn1zmg the contnbut1ons of Amencan Ind1ans and 
Alaska Nat1 ves durmg the Hentage Month. 

Please join me in supportmg those act1v1ties takmg place around the Nat1on m commemorat1on of 
Amencan Ind1an Hentage Month. 

Contact. If you would like further mformat1on, please contact your State Amencan Indian/ Alaska Nat1ve 
EmphaSIS Program Manager or Mr. Gerald Rouse, National Amencan Indian/ Alaska Nat1ve EmphaSIS 
Program Manager, at {509) 323-2974 

ARLEN l . LANCASTER 
Ch1ef 

DJST E 

Helpmg People Help the Land 
An Equ~l Opportunity Prov1der and Employer 



Dickinson SWCD F9undation 
1 

offers scholarships J.t~ 2 'f-" ;; 
The Dickinson Soil and Water Conscrntion 

District Foundation announces the availability 
of CWo $500 scholarships that wil1 be presented 
to Dickinson County Graduating HJgh School 
Senion. These scholarships are to be used for 
the fint )'eat of education on the college or 
vocatio!Ul school level. 

The District Scholarship, in the amount of 
SSOO, is offered for any field of agriculture or 
natural sc iences studies and in addition, the 
winning application will be forwarded to com­
pete in the Consen•ation Districts of Iowa's 
(CDI) Auxiliary Annual ScholarshipS. CD! 
funds 6 regional awards of S300 each and state 
level a\Vatds in the amount of S 1 ,800, S 1,200 
and $1,000. The applicant needs to submit two 
(2) typed copie.c; of their application and must 
use the 2009 application form. 

The Jo Groves Memorial Scholarship, in the 
amount of $500, is not limited m the course 
of study. The applicant needs to submit two 
(2) typed copies of their application and must 
usc the Jo Groves application form. 

H.agh school seniors must submit their 
applications to the Dickinson Soil & Water 
Conservation District no later than March 
3, 2009. Both scholarships will be judged on 
leadership and scholastic adu.evemem. 

Applications can be obtained from the 
high school counselors at Harris-Lake Park, 
Okoboji, Spirit Lake or Terril/Gn.ettinger 
Jligh Schools, or b)' contacting the Dickinson 
Soil & w·;ner Conservation Disaict at the 
USDA ~rvice Center in Spirit Lake at 2412 
17th Street, or br calling (712) 336-3782, ext. 
3. 

Okoboji Foundation grants fung§.zt9 9" 
D' House, SWCD foundation 

lite OkoboJI foundatiOn recedJ grMted $10,000 PHOTOS 8Y ANlTRA WOlF • DCN STAFF 

to t1oo Dl _ _, "-oe to -- In renovatl"'l tile 
odlolor of tile Hill Avenue fMIIIty In Spirit Lae. Tile Okoboji Foundation hao granted $1,800 to the 
Tbe Okoboji Foundlltlon focu- • grants th8t fund Dlcklnaon Soli and Water ConHrvatlon Foundation 
cuttwe, educatloa, envtroameat, llllatory, llfe..savlnj to purchaae storm water monitoring equipment for 
end I'KrUIIon. Pictured frolll left: Discovery HouM etudy of Impacts on lakes, rivera and stream• In 
....._ and counselor Rlclc Dee. Dlecovery HouM Dlcklnaon County. Pictured: OkoboJI Foundation 
Dhctor Julie Scheib and OkoboJI Foundation Director Director Ann Dlbwortb and Steve Anderaon, UriNin 
AM DlbwOI'tb. Dlacovery llollae , • ..,. .. taUWH ask Conaervlltlonlat rapreHntln& tbe foundation. 
reoldento to k- tile tacllltJ Ill mind for llolldaJ lllv· 
...... d , ......... donatlono. 

oJ- tJ lf-o 1 
Wetland 
Reserve 
Program offers 
financial, 
environmental 
benefits 

IY CAIIOLINI RUSK 
DCN STAFF 

As part of a community 
effort to improve the \Wter 
quality of Silver Lake. a meet­
ing was held Wednesdar, Jan. 
28 in Lake Park encouraging 
rura.l landowners to apply for 
a program to rurn their farm­
land into wetlands. 

'1n the last severa.l decades 
there's been a severe decline 
in the water quality of Silver 
Lake," said Ryan Ransom, 
Silver Lake Watershe• 
Coordinator. "Silver L2ke 
needs everybodfs help." 

After being placed on 
the Iowa Department of 
Narura1 Resource's Impaired 
Waterways list, loca1 suppoJi 
to improve the water qualit 
of the lake has been steadil 
c!Jmbing. Discussions hav 
been held the last se\•ert 
years encouraging Iandow 
ers along the lake to use ec 
fnendly pracoces for law , 
&.horelinc: care, and tne ~an} 
groups working on the Silver 
Lake Watershed Project have 
also been speaking to farm· 
ers and other rural landow~­
ers about doing their part m 
rcpamng the lake. 

"We feel wedands are the 
most important part of ~e 
process, so that's where we re 
going to start,." said Ransom. 
"\'V'etlands ftlter pollutants as 
they head toward the lake." 

NRCS Area Easement 
Specialist Christine Chafa 

agreed. 

:1ent is an agreement 
store or enhance the 
nd functions and val­

»ithout placing an ease­
t on the enrolled acres. 
USDA pays up to 75 

cent of the restoration 
.rs. 
iome eligibility rules apply 

the WRP. Applicants 
ust have owned their land 
Jr at least seven yearS, wet­
mds converted after Dec. 
3, 1985 are not ebgible, 
1d land must have condi­
ns to make restoration 
;sibly to be considered. 
hose interested in the 
? arc encouraged to con­
the Dickinson County 
'ld Water Conservation 
:tat (712) 336-2604. 

WETLAND 
continued on page 2A 

Sliver Lllke In Lllke Park haa Hen decllnl"'l wa 
cleaMiee, and water quality &roupa .. encoun 
thalr acres Into a program to that would tum f8l 



\ Iilford ho annual 
communitv celebrauon 

tlu '"e kend. 

REP 
am br ak II r 

ground nl 
t 

BY CAROLINE RUSK 
DCN STAFF 

al 

The Lake area IS about to 
gam another rool m the fight 
for clean water 

In a )Oillt effort between 
several major count}, state and 
naoonal organizaoons, the 

I Iowa Con ervatJon Reserve 
Enhancement Program 
( REP) broke ground 
Monday morrung on an area 
bemg converted mto a three­
acre wetland to treat 600 acres 
of farmland. 

"\That we do here m Iowa 
has a btg impact on that 
happens elsewhere 10 the 
Umted tate ," saJd huck 
Gtpp, Dtrector of Iowa 
Department of \gnculture 
Land tewardslup - Dtvl ton 
of oil Conservatton DALS­
D C). "What we have here 1s 
a true partner hlp." 

I The land, located just west 
of Htghway 1 ncar the 
Dtclun on/Clay border, will 
be known a the Peterson 
site. 

everal attendee$ thanked 
the Peterson famtly for thetr 

CREP 
cononucd on page 2A 



ews 
CREP: Wetland projects remove nitrates 
conUnued from paCe 1A 

The Iowa CREP program broke ground on a future wetland just West of Hlgbway 
71 near the Dickinson/Clay border Monday morning. Pictured are Steve Wallace, 
Dickinson FSA County Office Committee member; Brent Petersen, son of land· 
owner; Chuck Glpp, Director of IDALS--DSC, Des Moines; Orville Berg, Dickinson 
SWCD Aulstant Commissioner; and Jim Thornton, O'Brien County FSA Program 
~~- . 

,-olunteer participation In the 
CREP program, e. pla.irung 
that there 1 no such thing 
as "nonproducon: land" and 
that participation such a 
theirs 1 what makes the pro­
gram successful. 

"Our main goal here 
i mtrate filtration,' aid 
Carroll 0 hig, District 
Con ·cn·ationi t. "\\'c re rt:all • 
looking forward to the proj­
eet:." 

\X 1th th mere se in con­
cern m· r wat r qualit)~ publlc 
mter t m the effects of ago­
culture on surface water qual­
IIJ ha also mcreased. 

lbe goal of the program 1<. 

to reduce nitrogen load · and 
movement of other agncul­
tural chemical from crop­
lands to streams and rh·er . 
• Itrogcn, which comes from 
the u e of fertilizer, can neg­
atively affect human health 
and contributes to nurnent 
enrichment problem m ur­
face w•aters. \\ ith technologi­
cal ad,·ance herbicides are 
C011sidered lc~ of a dan~er 

than in the past. but arc nll 
a concern. 

"Thi i a great partner hip, 
and we're looking forward to 
eeing the proJeCt form tncep­

tion to the frnal product,'' said 
Larry Lago, e.·ecurive direc 
cor of the Dickin. on Count)' 
Farm en;cc Agenc,·. 

Research at Imn tate 
Llniverit)· ha d mon trntt:d 
that strategically-.·ited and 
de igned wetlands can remov(: 
40-90 percent of nitrates and 
over 90 perc nr of herbi­
cides from cropland drainag( 
water. 

"\\'e ha,-e appro.·imatel) 
35 CREP itt:s today (in th' 
state) and appro:imatdy 30 
in the design <)f con trucuon 
phase," aid Dt:an Ll.mke. 
Bureau Chief wJth ID \L 
D C '\Vc need to use mtl. 
guted ~) tems in the land-
cape to meet water quahty 

goal while allo,,;ng farmer 
proper feruhzacon ]e,·eb." 

Construction 1 et to bcgm 
m about a month wtth Kmg 
Con rruccon of \Vall I .\ke 

r·ollowmg the ceremony the 
mall group Yisited a nearby 

wetland established in 2006 
known a· the \\'elle ite with a 
nearly 17-acrc pool that treats 
2,700 acre of land. \ \"aricty 
of wildlife was seen in the 
wetland area alone, includ­
ing a heron, two familie of 
duck~. red winged blackbirds, 
fro~ and more. 

The Dickinson 01l 
& \\ater .on cr auon 
District, Iowa Department 
of Agriculture and Land 

te\\ ard hip Dtvtsion of 
otl C.onscn•anon and the 

L ru ed tates Department of 
\gnculturc (l' D.\) - Farm 
en ice A gene) partnered on 

rhe project. 
The lo\\ a CREP IS a state, 

federal, local and priv.Jte part­
nership that pro,-ide m n­
tive to landowners who ,-ol­
untarily establish ~·ctlands for 
water quality Impro,·em nt 
ln the tile-drained region 
of Iowa. Vi It http:/ /W\\ \', 

lowa.t\gnculture.gov for more 
mformauon. 

c 
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DNR shares recommendations for Silver Lake 
BY CAROUNE RUSK 

DCN STAFF 

Lakr Park residents may be 
seeing an improvement in the 
water quality of Silver Lake 
following the rdease of an 
Improvement Plan o utlined 
by the D epartment of Natural 
Resources (DNR) at a meeting 
hdd last Tuesday at the com­
muruty center. 

An estimated 60 residents 
and interested parties attended 
the meeting with scheduled 
speakers Ryan Ransom - Silver 
Lake Watershed Coordinator, 
Jeff Berckes Prognm 
Coordinator (DNR), Charles 

Ikeoberry - Project Manager 
(DNR) and Mlke Hawkins -
DNR Fisheries Bureau. 

"We're going to be a techni­
cal resource for you," Berckes 
told the crowd. "What do you 
guys want out of Silver Lake? 
Be a visionary and let's go out 
and create it together." 

Bodies of water that have 
been placed on the state's 
unpaired waterways list under­
go an analysis by members of 
the D NR to determine pol­
lutants and sources as well as 
a plan of action on how to 
improve water quality. 

According to the DNR 
report, Silver Lake's main pol-

!utant is turbidity - meaning 
the water appears murky and 
unclear - and has been primar­
ily caused by soil eroSion, syn­
thetic fertilizer loss, livestock 
manure and internal phospho­
rus loadin!} 

'We've done the study, we've 
wntten the plan now it's 
gotta be followed by actlon," 
Ikenberry shared With the 
crowd. 

Silver Lake is classified as 
one of Iowa's shallow lakes, 
reaching just under 10 feet at lts 
deepest point Because of tlus, 
internal loading is a problem 
- sediment and phosphorus 
are &.;quendy mixed into the 

_..,.....~. 

water from the bottom of the 
lake. Factors from recreation to 
wildlife contribute ro the mter­
nalloadtn!} 

"Rough fish aren't hdping 
dungs;' said Hawkms, "espc­
aally the common carp." 

Several methods to tmprov­
rngwaterqualitywerediscussed, 
mcluding dredging the lake, 
controlling rough fish, stocking 
heavy predator fish, enactlng 
boating restoctions, managing 
water levds and making water­
shed unprovements. 

''Dredging has some good 
points but it also has some neg­
aliVe sides," Hawkins explained. 
''It's cosd)•." 

An estimated S23 million 
would be needed for Sliver 
Lake to average a depth of 
10 feet 

Attempting to control rough 
fish was explained to be a pos­
sible part of the solution, but a 
small one. 

"The void will be refilled 
quickly," Hawlans said. ' 'We 
need other measures to control 
SpaW!llll!}" 

Recommendations from 
DNR officials pnmarily foeused 
on controlling and lirru11ng pol­
lutants entering Silver Lake 
rather than dredging or restrict­
ing recreation. 

"You need to curtail these 

loads of sediment corrung mto 
the lake," Hawkins stated. 

According to the DNR Water 
Quality Improvement Plan, the 
estimated Total Maximum Daily 
Load (fMDL) for Silver Lake 
IS just under 8,500 pounds per 
year. The current annual load 
has been estimated at nearly 
20,000 pounds - a reduction of 
11,500 pounds (57.5 percent) 
is needed to lower levels to the 
maximum amount for the lake. 

• For more infonnation on 
the Water Quality Imptovernent 
Plan for Silver Lake contact Jeff 
Berckes, Progxam Coordinator 
(DNR) at jeff.berckes@dru. 
iowa.gov or call (51 5)281-4 791. 

UNEMPLO~ DRAINAGE: Lawsuit possible 
continued from page 1A 

djfferent thmgs," Koonce 
stated. "Some people ;ust 
Deed heJp Wlth a resume 
and cover leners, and some 
people want to make a 
career change. We can help 
people develop where their 
interests m•ght be - there 
are programs to help with 
that, too." 

oli--o 7-o1 

continued from page 1A 

area have said they fed the 
restocoon of water hdps keep 
their water levels at a satis­
factory level and protects the 
water quality of the lake. 

"Lower Gar is on the 
unpaLred waters list," said 
Mark Stark, a resident of 

I 
South Shore Estates on Lower 
&.lr Lake. "Lowenng the levd 
further is going to kill the 
lake." 

Others suspect the change 
in flow patterns may increase 
the presence of blue-green 
algae in the eastern lakes and 
an environmental and ecolog>­
cal study should be done prior 
to making such a large change 
in the flow pattern. 

t>Wford City Adnunistrator 

Anderson 
Reception 

A reception will be 
held for Steve Anderson, 
Urban Conservationist 
wnh the Dickinson Soil 
& Water Conservation 
District, before he leaves 
for h1s mihtary service 
on Thursday. April 9, 
from 3:00 to 5:30pm at 
the D1ckinson County 
Fairgrounds Boardroom 

• at 1600 - 15th Street, 
Spmt Lake. 

Bryan Read requested to be 
on the supervisors' agenda on 
Tuesday and took the floor 
with a series of questions for 
the board regarding the pro­
posed project, omeline and 
liab•hty. 

The supervisors reported 
that the proposed project is 
for three new culven boxes 
with a July 2009 b1d letting and 
proposed completion date of 
June 20 I 0. Little was resolved 
on the ISSue of liability. 

Read pointed out that 
although the supervisors hlred 
an engineer for the project last 
week, an agreement for the 
shared jurisdiction project has 
yet to be reached. 

"As of today, we still do not 

have an agreement," s:Ud Read, 
pomting out the existing road 
maintenance contract requires 
an agreement Read Stated that 
a contract violation may be 
alleged 1f the supervisors con­
onue to proceed Wlth the proj­
ect without an agreement 

Talk of a lawsuit has been 
circling for months as the 
Milford Council has gone into 
closed session several times to 
dJscuss pending litigation on 
che issue. 

Earlier tlus week, the council 
again went into closed session. 
No action was taken, how­
ever the council set a speci~ 
meeting for 7 p.m. torught, 
Wednesday, Feb. 25 to further 
discuss the outlet issue. 
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hosts state event. 0-2- ..t j-:. ~ 1 

nmendations for Silver Lake 

Lakes 
drainage 
issue remruns 
clogged 

BY ANITRA WOU' 
MANAGING EDITOR 

Lake drainage controver­
sy between the Milford City 
Council and the Dtckinson 
County SuperVIsors concern­
ing the Lower Gar oudet con­
onued this week at the super­
visors meeting Thesday morn­
ing, Feb. 24. 

The superVIsors believe a 
bottle neck exists at the Lower 
Gar oudet, where a road's cul­
vert system constricts th< flow 
of water out of the Iowa Great 

1 Lakes system. 
'1t is a risk to some of 

the landowners in Dickinson 
County of future flooding 
due to restricong the flow of 
water out of Lower Gar," said 
SuperVIsor Wayne Northey. "It 
seems prudent that we move 
forward to tty to allevtate that 
risk." 

Restdents m the Lower Gar 

DRAINAGE 
cononued on page 2A 
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turbidity - mearung 
r appears murky and 
and has been primar-
1 by soil erosion, syn­
rtilizer loss, livestock 
nd mrernal phospho­

'll-
done the study, we've 
he plan - now it's 
followed by acoon," 

shared with the 

..ake IS classtfied as 
owa's shallow lakes, 
JSt under I 0 feet attts 
Jmt Because of this, 
>ading IS a problem 
1t and phosphorus 
:ndy mixed into d1e 

warer from the bottom of the 
lake. Factors from recreation to 
wildlife contribute to the mter­
nalloading. 

"Rough 6sb aren't helping 
things;• said Hawkms, "espe­
cially the common carp." 

Several methods to tmprov­
mgwaterqualitywerediscussed, 
mcluding dredgmg the lake, 
controlling rough fish, stoclong 
heavy predator fish, enacting 
boaong restrictions, managing 
water levels and making water­
shed improvements. 

''Dredging has some good 
pomts but it also has some neg­
ative sides," Hawkms explained. 
''lt's cosdy." 

An esttmated S23 million 
would be needed for Silver 
Lake to average a depth of 
10 feet 

Attempong to control rough 
fish was explained to be a pos­
sible pan of the solution, but a 
small one. 

'The votd 'viU be refilled 
qwckly," Hawkins Sald. "We 
need other measures to control 
spawnmg" 

Recommendations from 
DNR offiaals primarily focused 
on controUmg and limiong pol­
lutants entering Silver Lake 
rather than dredging or restnct· 
ing recreaoon. 

"You need to curtail these 

loads of sediment corrung into 
the lake," Hawkins stated. 

According to the DNR Warer 
Quality Improvement Plan, the 
estimated Total Maximwn Daily 
Load (fMDL) for Silver Lake 
is just under 8,500 pounds per 
year. The current annual load 
has been estimated at nearly 
20,000 pounds - a reduction of 
11,500 pounds (57.5 percent) 
is needed to lower levels to the 
maximwn amount for the lake. 

• For more information on 
the Water Quality Improvement 
Plan for Silver Lake contact Jeff 
Berckes, Program Coordinator 
(DNR) at jeff.berckes@dor. 
iowa.gov or call (51 5)281-4 791. 

1 DMJNAQE: Lawsuit possible 
continued from page 1A 

area have said they feel the 
restriction of water helps keep 
their water levels at a satis­
factory level and protects the 
water quality of the lake. 

ulower Gar is on the 
impaired waters list," said 
Mark Stark, a resident of 

I South Shore Estates on Lower 
Gar Lake. "Lowenng the level 
further IS going to kill the 
lake." 

Other.; suspect the change 
in flow patterns may increase 
the presence of blue-green 
algae m the eastern lakes and 
an enVJ.ronment:al and ecologi­
cal study should be done prior 
to making such a large change 
1n the flow pattern. 

Milford City Administrator 

Anderson 
Reception 

A reception will be 
held for Steve Anderson. 
Urban Conservationist 
with the Dickinson Soil 
& Water Conservation 
District. before he leaves 
for his military service 
on Thursday. April 9, 
from 3:00 to 5:30pm at 
the Dickinson County 
Fa~rgrounds Boardroom 
at 1600 - 15th Street. 
Sptnt Lake. 

Bryan Read requested to be 
on the supervisors' agenda on 
Tuesday and took the floor 
\vtth a series of questions for 
the board regarding the pro­
posed project, timeline and 
liability. 

The supervisors reported 
that the proposed project IS 

for three new culvert boxes 
with a July 2009 bid letong and 
proposed completion date of 
June 2010. uttle was resolved 
on the issue of liability. 

Read pointed out that 
although the supervisors hired 
an engineer for the project last 
week, an agreement for the 
shared jurisdiction project has 
yet to be reached. 

"As of today, we still do not 

have an agreement," said Read, 
pointing out the exisong road 
maintenance conr::ract requires 

an agreement Read stared that 
a contract violation may be 
alleged if the supervisor.; con­
onue to proceed with the proj­
ect Without an agreement 

Talk of a lawsuit has been 
circling for months as the 
Milford Council has gone into 
closed session several times to 
discuss pending litigation on 
the issue. 

Earlier this week, the council 
again went mto closed session. 

o action was taken, how· 
ever the council set a speaal 
meeting for 7 p.m. tonight, 
Wednesday, Feb. 25 to further 
discuss the oudet issue. 



Bridges Bay 
developers 
penalized 

lAY: Judge orders LID 
DCN 

Wednesday, July 22,20 09 

BY ANITRA WOLF 
MANAGING EDITOR 

Ongoing stormwarer dis­
charge violauons have re$ulred 
m a heft) fine for the de\·el­
opers of Bridges Bay Resort 
on Ease Lake OkoboJI. 

On Monda,, Dtckinson 
County Judge . Da-·1d Lester 
order<d BBR, LL.C. of ioux 
Falls, ·.o to pay a SJS,OOO 
cinl pen tltv for repeated 
release of sediment mto the 
lake during construction ·of 
the water park resort and con­
domimum~ 

"Ea-t Okobo1i is official 
lv and fimngly deSignated a 
'lugh quahty water resource' 
of the st.1tc," said .\norney 
Gener.tl Tom ~liller. •·It ts 
n:ry tmportant that develop­
ers do thmgs nght and protect 
this pncclcss resource." 

The Bndges Bay resort com 
plex indudcs a hotel, water 
park, and condominium hous­
mg on a.bout 60 .teres of land 
on the ''uth "horc of East 
Okobo)l Lake Development 
contmues. 

The pro1ect ha!\ drau•n ctU· 

zen concc;rn from Its launch. 
\t a "upernsoro;; meeung 
m :\tardl 2005, members 
of scvcr.ll I :~.kes as'Socia­
ttons vo1ced thetr concerns 
about the developer.;,' lack of 
a clear low impact de\·elop­
ment plan . .\., c.:on~rruction 

began. nnzem. observed v1o~ 
laaons and called them in to 

the Clean \Yater Alliance and 
Iowa Department of Natural 
Resource.;,. 

Jc;sue~ wath the controvcr-

BRIDGES BAY 
continued on page 3A 
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Benton. "A!i a result. there was 
runoff from the stte into East 

OkoboJI." 
An envuonmemal protection 

lawsutt was filed by the c\ttomcy 
General's office in April 2007 
allegmg that sediment was ille· 
gallv discharged on repeated 
occasions into East OkoboJI 
Lake. The law•utt also alleged 
that the developer< failed to 
comply wtth the term~ of the1r 
permit for concrolling storm~ 

water dischruges, and tailed to 

tmplement the pollution preven­
tion plan. DNR officials also 
observed tllegally burned con­
struction \\."astes at the site. 

Judge orders low 
impact development 

In Ius order,Judg<' Lester per~ 
manenrly prohtb1ted any further 
,-jolaoons by BBR., LLC The 

S\\ CD announces poster winner 
The Dickinson Soil and \X'ater Conservation 

Dtstrict ( \X'CD) announces the wmner of 
chis vear's poster contest, as Krista Kolegraff, 
a junior at Spint Lake High School, a student 
in !\Jr. Proctor's art class. The contest is co~ 
sponsored by Grinnell Murual Reinsurance 
Company and the Conservation Districts 
of Iowa (CD!). Using thts year's theme of 
uOig It! The Secrets of oil," Krista clev­
erly created the paint for her poster using 
Iron Ox.~de, Benromte, Chrome OA, Iron 
Chromate, Dolomtte and Ball Clay. 

Krista 
Kolegreff 

The Dickinson S\X'CD Conuruss1oners presented Krista 
a monetary award and an Earth Day T-shirt. Her poster will 
now compete with other dtvts1on 10-12 distnct wmners of 
Iowa Region 2, whtch will be Judged m early in June. 

A{Jrtl ~ 2t}09 
----~--

order abo n:qutr<'S BUR. U .( 
to adhen.: to a Low Impact 
Dc\·dopmcnt Plan and a Stofl!l 
\\'ater Polluuon Prn~.:nrion Pl.m 
for cononWng \\urk m the ~orr 
compkx on the south shore of 
Ea.st OkoboJI. 

The judg<:' ordn .;.aid the 
Low Impact Dt.'\dopmc.-nt Plan 
for futun: work must mdudr..:: 

Bill Northey to visit 
Dickinson County 

• Restoration nf the '>here 
line of ht."\t Okob<11i L'lkc \\-ith 
nam -c n;gemoon. 

• Installation of min gardens., 
bio~wak'!:i, and bioretcntion 

areas. 
• Pcrmc:lhlt:: /porous p:\n.:r 

sn.tcm'> to allm\ for colk-ction 
:md mtiltrab<ln of smrm water. 

• 5<111 <-}Uatity rcstorntion on a11 
furore dtsturbcd .ueas to ah!'orb, 
mfiltrue and purify ~torm \\iltt.-r 

runoff. 
The -..talc t:ncourage.<; low 

1mpact dcn:lupm~:nt pm~t1c 

es. especialh tn scnsltl\~C 

arc.ts. The Storm \\':ttcr 
Pollution Pre\ cnuon Plan 
mu'>t tncludc lo\\a 0 'R 
appro\'t:d erosiOn .md ... cdt­
ment c(introl mcasurn, and 
stabihzanon OH.. urc on all 
disturbed ;He.t . 

Iowa Secretary of \gnculture 
Bill orthey has armounced that 
he will be vistnng Humboldt, 
Pocahontas, Buena Vista 
and Dickinson Counties on 
\X'edne.sday, July 29 as part of 
hi~ effon to vi~it each of Iowa's 
99 counties agam m 2009 tO 

meet with Jowan~ and discuss 
agriculrure and the issues facing 
f.'l.fmers in the state. 

Northey Mil be hosong 
town meeting; at the Farm 
Bureau offices in Humboldt. 
Pocahontas and rorm Lake. He 
will then vi-.it the D1ckinson 
Count)' Frur m pirit Lake. 

'1\·e learned from the meet~ 
mgs I've attended in each of the 
counties over the past two years' 
and l'm sure this year will be no 
different," orthey said. '1t's a 
challenging orne on and off the 
farm and I'm excited ro hear 
from Iowans about the Jssues 
facing agriculrure." 

'\lorthey will be at the 
D1ckinson County Fair at 5 
p.m. on \'\'edncsday,July 29. 
~onhey, a corn and soy­

b~n farmer from pun Lake, 

~~If, 2..b0'1 

is servmg his first term as 
Secretary of ,\griculture. 
H1s priomie~ as Secrctai) of 
Agnculturc are the oppor-

Orville Berg Receives Ace 
Cory Conservation Award 

Orville Berg was recently honored by the Okoboji ProteCtiVe 
Association. who awarding him the Ace Cory Conservation 
Award for 2009. for his 
p1onceringaccomplish~ 

ments m conservation 
and the environm('nt 
and for heightening 
public awareness of 
those issue::; in the Iowa 
Great Lakes Region 

Orville has had a 
long career of public 
service 111 conservation. 
He began farming in 
Dickinson County in the 
early 1970's. In 1978, 
he was elected a oil 
and Water Conserva­
tion District "Commis~ 
sioner. a position he 
held through 2006. He 
has served in an Assistant Cornm1ssaoner capacity since that 
time. Over the last 30 years he has been a leader for Dickinson 
County in soil erosion control, \\ater qualit)'. coordinating 
acuviues. creating partnerships, providing public education 
for the environment and panicipated in the establishment of 
ne\v m1t1atives. I le ha~ served on state comm1ttees, mcludmg 
the _Iowa Association_ of S\VC_D Commissiont!rs a_nd the Ag 
Dramage Well Commlltee. Orvalle has been a leader m working 
within watershed boundaries by working\\ ith Jackson County. 
Minnesota, which includes the nonhero part ot the Iowa Great 
Lakes Watershed and the ilvcr Lake Watershed 

Orville was instrumental in organizing and Implementing 
the first319 funds to support the Iowa Great Lakes Clean \Vater 
Project that lasted for t\vel\e years. He was also instrumental in 
the formation of the Clean \Vater ll1ance. The CWAcoordinates 
water quality acti\ities for Dickinson County Lakes and works 
wnh over 30 private and govemment organizations to keep 
water quality a pnority. Orville served as Chair for the group 
for several years from 1989 to 2003. He abo assisted\\ ith the 
formation of the Dickinson \Vater Quality Commission. He 
recei\ ed the Watershed AchiewmcntAward from Conservation 
Dtstricts of Iowa and the IO\\ a Agricuhurc and Land Steward· 
sh1p- Division of Soil Conser.atJOll in 1999 

runities m renewable energy, 
conservation and stewardship, 
and telling the story of Iowa 
agriculrure. 



BRIDGES BAY: Judge orders LID 
continued from page 1A 

Sial de,·elopmenr arnved in 
the • \ ttomev General's office 

10 2006. 
•"[be matter was tm·esri­

gated by D R Field Office 3 
m Spencer and referred to our 
office b1 the F.nvtronmenuU 
Protecnon Commission on 
S.:pt 19 of 2006," srud Assistant 
,\ttomey c~neral Tim Benton. 
"lbe ca.o;e concerns allegations 
that BBR, T LC in de~-doptng itS 
propertY on bm Okoboji Lake 
1iolated It> Nl'DES pc:mut for 
Stofffi\\ater di"chatges." 

The perrrut requires that 
devdoper; and contractor.; draft 
.md Implement a pollution pre­
,·enuun plan. with a goal of 
contmlling the nm off at the 
consrruction ~ate usmg silt fenc­
"' anc.l other control measures. 

'"The ba.s1s of our case ts 

d'1Jt on "en:rnl occasions m 
2006, BBR was not maintain­
ing the f,-nccs proper!);" said 

Benton. "As a result, there was 
nmoff from the sue mto East 

OkoboJI ... 
An enVIrOnmental protccoon 

hlwswt wa.< filed by the \ttomey 
Geneml's office 10 April 2007 
allegmg that sediment was illc 
gally discharged on repeated 
occasions into Ea<t Okoboji 
Lake. The la\\.,Wt also alleged 
that the developer.; fulcd to 
comply w1th the tenm of thelf 
permit for contrnlhng <tonn· 
water discharges. and failed to 
implement the polluoon preven· 
rion plan. DNR officials al'o 
obsen-ed illegally burned con­
struction \vastes at the site. 

Judge orders low 
impact development 

ln Ius order, Judge l..e>ter per· 
manencly prolubited any further 
"ohltions bv BBR, L.l .C The 

S\\ CD announce po ter winner 
The D1ck10son Soil and \X'aterConservanon 

D"mct (S\\'CD) anno\lnces the Wlflfler of 
tlus year's poster contest, as Krista Kolegraff, 
a JUruor at Sp1m Lake Hlgh chool, a student 
tn l\[r Proctor's art class. The contest is co­
sponsored by Gnnnell l\lutual Reinsurance 
Company and the Conservation Districts 
of Iowa (CD!). U<mg this year's theme of 
"01g lcl The Secrets of Soil," Krista clev­
erly created the prunt for her poster usmg 
Iron Oxtdc, Bentorute, Chrome OA, Iron 
Chromate, Dolomite and Ball Clay. 

Krista 
Kolegraff 

The Dtckinson WCD Comrrusstoner.; presented Krista 
a monetary award and an Earth Day T-slurt. Her poster will 
now compete wtth other division 10-12 district winners of 
Iowa Region 2, wluch will be judged m early 10 June. 

orc.ler also requires BBR, l.LC 
to adhere to a l..o\\ lmp:tct 
Development Plan anc.l a Sto"!' 
\\ 'ateJ Polluncm PrcYc..:ntJCm Pbn 
for continuing \\ork at du:' resort 
complex on d1c..: ~nuth shore of 
La>t ( )kobop. 

The tudge\ orJc..:r !':lid the 
Low Impact Dc,·clupm<1lt Plan 
for future work mu.;,t mcludc. 

• Reo;;toration nf the o;,horc 
tine of I "'' OkoboJI Like \\1th 
nam'e n~~t:to1tton. 

• ln~rallacun ot" r:Un garden'. 
bto~w.llcs, ,md htoretcnriun 

areas. 
• Pc..:rmt:able/pnrnus p.l\·er 

s~~tcm!- to a11nw for collection 
and infiltrat.a •ll 1f stnrm water. 

• Soil qu.'llit) n·~tor.mon on all 
fulUre disrurlx:d :tn.::::ts to ab~orb. 
infiltrate and purify storm '' atcr 
nmoff 

The state cncour.tgcs low 
tmpact d~.:,·clupment pr.lctic 
cs, cspectallv 10 ,enstth;c 
areas. The Storm \\':ttcr 
PoUution Pre\ en non Plan 
must 10cluJc low., D~ R 
approvnl c..:roston and 'cdi 
ment control measures. and 
stabilization mcasnrc" on :lll 
disturbed area 

Bill North 
Dickinsor 

Iowa Secretary of . \griculture 
Bill orthey has announced that 
he 11.ill be 1•isiung Humboldt, 
Pocahontas, Buena \'ista 
and DICkinson Counues on 
\\ednesday, July 29 as part of 
Ius effort to 11Sit each of Iowa's 
99 counties again 10 2009 tu 
meet with Iowans and discuss 
aguculture and the issues f.1cing 
farmers m the state. 

orthey . will be hosting 
town mectmgs at rhe Farm 
Bureau offices in Humboldt, 
Pocahontas and Storm l-1ke. He 
\\1ll then 11sit the Dickinson 
County Frur 10 Spmt Lake. 

"1\·e learned from the mcet­
inb>s T\·e attended in each of the 
counnes o\·er the past t\\ u years 
and I'm sure this rear \\111 be no 
different," Northey said. "It's a 
challenging rime on and off the 
farm and J>m excited to hear 
from Iowans about the issues 
facing agriculrure." 

. orthcr w1ll be at the 
Dickinson County Fair at 5 
p.m. on Wednesdaj,Julr 29. 

Norther. a corn and SO) 
bean farmer from Spmt Lake, 

~uM- ,;, 2P0CJ 

Orville Berg Receives Ace 
Cory Conservation Award 

OrviUe Berg was recently honored by the Okoboji Protective 
!\ssoctauon, who awarding him the Ace Cory Conservation 
Award for 2009, for his 
pioneenng accomphsh­
menb m conservation 
and the ennronmenr 
and for heightening 
public of 
th 
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The Lakes \rea 
Market will be open 1 
and Saturday morru, 
7:.30 a.m. -noon "'the 
County Frurground< 
out the summc:r. 1 
Farmer.;' ;\farket will 
presentaoon b) the 
Bees on July 25. 

The Spmt Lake '<cx 
would hke to im1tc l.'"\ 

Kiwanis Park, 2Jrd & 
on July 22 at 6:30 
help dedicate the she! 
in honor of Peter B l\ 
wa.,, not onlr one of 1:1 

cr.; and lir.;t prestden 
L'lke Noon Kiwanis, 
generous and "i"'· hur 
as well as a tifeJong re 

The Stouxland ( 

Blnod Bank will ho:t 
dri1 c from 1·5 p.m. \\ 
July 22 at Ternl ( abl< 
mTerril. 

Career opoons 10 

of biorenewable fuel< 
review«.~ at a mecnn 
for Spencer L1ter tJW 
The meeong wlll start 
Thursdaj;July 23, at th, 
campus of Towa 1.'11. 
N. Grand .\\'e. The 
will include an o\'en·ic 
mdust:t:); career.; a\-:ulab 
fucls as weU as data on t 
es whtch help md11id 
pare for a career in the 
' '.-'---''--.,"""~--.; 



Soil and Water Conservation District Foundation 
preserves, improves environmental qualitv 

The Dackinson Soil and \Vater 
Conservation District Foundaaon is orga­
nized eJtclusivdy for the chant.tble, edu­
cational, and scientific purposes of pre­
serving and improving the environmental 
quality in Dtckin~on County. 

The D•ckinson SWCD Foundation, a 
501 (c)3 charitable corporation, is able to 

help you accomplish your conservation 
wishes or to help with your estate planning 
to place land in an easement or reduce 
your tax burdens by donating land m be 
maintained as agricultural or natural or for 
a special interest, such as a park. 

The foundation accepts moncury gifts, 
'" hlch may be given an nymously, and 
gifts may be" designated as restricted or 
unrestricted. 

A new 2008 tax law is in effect that 
prov1des Iowa residents a generous state 
mcome tax credtt for donating land or 
land rights to a qualified conservation 
organization. A donation of land or a con· 
servation casement (or sale of e1thcr Wlth 
below market-value pricing) allows you to 

subtract up to 50 percent of your dona­
tion's value from your Iowa state income 

taX bi.U. The maximum tax credit per gift 
is $100,000. If your credh exceeds )OUr 
income tax total, the remainir.g credit can 
be carried forward for up to 20 years. You 
shouJd be able to still claim your fedc:raJ 
charitable deduction, if applicable. 

The new law reduces the actual cost of 
donating, which allows more landowners 
to take advan~e of the tax credit and 
protect farmland and naturaJ areas m per· 
petwty. 

For more information on the web, viSit 
the Iowa DepL of Revenue at : www. 
1owa.go• /tax/ I 040 E I I Ll ne / 08 Llne53. 
html#Conservation. 

ontact the D1ckmson SWCD 
Foundation if you arc interested in leaving 
a legacy. Gifts may be tax-deductible as 
charitable contnbutions for federalmcomc 
tax purposes. 

The Dickinson SWCD Foundation 
· Has participated with the creation of 

Fuller Park m the Maywood area. 
· Sponsors twO (2) annual scholarships 

in the amount of $500 each, to Dickinson 
County graduattng seniors to be used 

for conn.nuing education. The Discnct 

SON 
Pioneer Days 

Milford hosts annual 
community cdebration 

this weekend. 
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Iowa CREP se men program breaks 
ground on local 

project 

County n>alls commemorated the opening of the first­
on Frtday, July 17 at Mlni·Wakan State Park. 

BY CAROLINE RUSK 
DCN STAFF 

The Lakes area is about to 
gam another tool m rhe fight 
for clean water. 

In a joint effort between 
Sf':\'eral major county, state and 
na[lonal organizations, the 
Iowa Conservatlon Resen·e 
Enhancement Program 
(CREP) bwke ground 
Mondar morning on an area 
being convened into a three· 
acre wetland to treat 600 acres 
of farmJand. 

"\X'hat we do here m Iowa 
has a big impact on that 
happens elsewhere in the 
United States," said Chuck 
Gipp, Duector of Iowa 
Department of Agnculture 
Land Stewardship . 01vlsion 
of Soil Conservation (IDALS­
D C). "\\'hat we have here is 
a true partnership." 

The land, located just west 
of Highway 71 ncar the 
Dickinson/Clay border, will 
be known as the Peterson 

CREP 
continued on page 2A 

Scholarship is agriculture or natural Set· 

ences based and the Jo Groves Memorial 
Scholarship may be used towards any 

course of study. 

to provide for educational opporrunities, 
such as the 6th Grade Outdoor Classroom, 
Poster Contest, Stewardship \Veek, and 
Teacher Academy. 

Provides funds, marching or non­
matchmg, for temporary employment 
opportunities through the 01ckinson 
SWCDoffice. 

· Has purchased office and field equip­
ment to provide better service to the 
pub~c. 

·Provides funds to the D1dunson S\VCD 
·Conducts an annual tree and shrub sale 

as us only fundraJser. 

Dicl~inson County 
~()JJ Wf,.1_L~~~---L-

DCN 
Wednesday, September 9, 2009 

Conservation 
Stewardship Program 
sign-up nears end 

The first round of the 
Conservauon Stewardship 
program (CSP) Sign-up for 
f:umers 10 D1ck.Jnson County 
will end soon. 

The Conservation 
Stewa_rdshtp Program, 
adm.JnJS[ered by the Natural 
Resources Conserntion 
Service, IS a voluntary pro· 
gram that encourages farm 
operators to mrumain and add 
to existmgconservauon accivt­
ties m theu farming operation. 
Annual payments are made 
through S·year Conservation 
Stewardship Program 
contracts. upplememal 
Conservation Stewardship 

Program payments may be 
earned if farm operators 
adopt a resource-consen•­
mg crop rotation. 

Dickinson County farm­
ers interested in CSP can 
stan by pickmg up a CSP 
self-sc reening check at the 

RCS Office 10 Spim Lake. 
Producers arc encouraged 
to make theu application 
for. CSP now so their appli­
cation can be considered 
for funding in the fLrst CSP 
rankmg period. For more 
Information farmers can 
also call the Spirit Lake 
NRCS office at (712) 336-
3782 ext.3. 



Dickinson SWCD Foundation 
Scholarships Awarded 

T h c 
D1ck1nson 
Soil and \X'arer 
Consen·arion 
D 1st ric t 

[·oundanon 
announces 
three 500 

Adam 
scholar.hlps Dreeszen 
ha,·e been 
awardtxl ro grad 
uaong D1ckmmn County h1gh 
school o;;cnJOK These scholar­
•lups arc to be used for the fmr 
vear of education on the col­
lege >r 'ocauonal school b·el. 

Th1s rear's round of schol­
ar lups mcluded puir Lake 

senior, , \dam 
Dreeszm ,\d:un 
plans 10 study 
farm d1escl 
mechanics 
or carpen· 
tr)' at Des 
Moines Area Douglas 
Communur Schwaller 
College. 

Two 500 
scholarship. were award­
ed this year to OkoboJI 
semor5, Dustin Schwaller 
and Douglas · chwaller 
Both Dusun and Douglas 
plan to attend Iowa Lake~ 

ommumty College to 

JUNE 11 SIGN UP DEADLINE 

study .\g 
Producuon 
Technology. 

T h 
Dis t r 1 c t 

Scholarsh•p, 
1n the 
amount of 

500, " 
offered for 
!>tudcnts con· 

Dustin 
Schwaller 

tinuing their educatton 
am field of agnculrur< 
natural sciences studies. 

fhe Jo Grows ;\(cmonal 
Scholarship, 10 the amount 
of 500, is not limited · 
the course of stud\'. 

CSP payment averages 
$25 per acre 

In 2009, Raroc1pan" earned 
an J\crage 25/acre/vear for 
their current and future con 
~en·ation efforts through the 
Conscn.-uon Stewardship 
Program (rSP), said Carroll 
Oskv•g. di~tnct conscn:aoon­
m for NRC!> in pint Lake. 
< SP •~ 1 \'olunmry program 
that encourages agricultural 
and forcstn producers to 
m:tintaln eXJsnng consen"a­
non aconncs and adopt addi­
tional one'\. Parnctpants agree 
to fi,·e -rear contr.tcts. 

' \crual pa)ment rates are 
affc<: ted by several factors: 
l.and uc;e, eXJstmg stewardship 
acti\'ltics and futurt steward­
ship acoviues," s:ud Oskvig. 
''Crop land acrc:s receive a 
lugher pal'ment. \nd pro­
ducers who agree to more 

new stewardship acrivincs 
and addres more than one 
resource concern also rc:ceiYe 
a higher payment." 

To be ellgtble producers 
must be: in compliance wtth 
current HEL compliance 
plan, managmg erosion, prac­
ticing good pest and nutrient 
management and followmg 
good grazing management. 
Thev must also commit to 
addi.oonal acm-ities like: con­
trolling traffic m crop fields, 
testing stalks for nurncm~. 

managing grazmg for water 
quality. 

Applications recel\·cd by 
June II will be considered for 
the next ranking and fund 
ing penod. C P IS offered 
through a continuous sign­
up with announced cut-off 

apphcaoon dates for ranking 
period'. 

Oskng encourages pro­
ducers to use the CSP self­
screening checklist to deter­
mmc 1f the program is suit­
able for therr operaoon. The 
checklist h1ghhghts bas1c 
informaoon about CSP eligt­
bilit}· requirements, contract 
obliganons and potenoal pay­
ments. It IS a,-rulable from 
local t.:SD \ - · RC offices or 
on the RCS \\ 'eb sire www. 
nrc s. u ~ da .gov I programs 1 

ncw_csp1 csp.hrml 
for more information 

about C P, including eligibil­
Ity rcqwrcments, producers 
can ,-i-.it \VWW.nrcs.usda.gov 
programs/ new _csp/ csp.html 
or vis11 their local NRCS field 
office. 
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Dickinson County Water Quality 
Commission sets time line 

The Dickinson County 
\\ a1er Quahty CommiSsion 
starred the application for 
the request for funds on 
,\ug. I. The \\'atcr Quality 
Comm1~sion has up to 
S21111,00U annually used to 
support "atcr quail!\' pro) · 
ects for D1ck.tnson Count\' 
lakes and their watershed~ . 
The funds ha\·c assisted over 
the p :l-.t sc\·cral years to sup­
port \\.Her monitoring, wet­
land rcstor.Hion, educational 
programs and sto rm water 
management projects. 

These fund s arc wailablc 

to non -pro tit organJZauuns 
that arc looking w tmprovc 
or project water quahty for 
D1ckmson County lakes. 

t\11 applications must be 
rerurncd to the D1ckinson 
County Soli and Water 
Consc;v,\Oon Distnct Office 
by 4·30 p.m on Oct. I. The 
projects will be re\1cwcd b) the 
Water Quail!\ Comm""oncrs 
and a dcc1s1on should be made 
on the pro pusab nu later than 
carlv 0\'embcr 2010. 

\pplicauons are dlsuib­
ured through the Dickinson 
Countv oil and \X'ater 

DIStncr Ofiice at 241217rh 
Street, pmt Lake or by 
contacung tcvc Anderson 
at r 12) 336-3782 x3 or by 
e-mail at steven.r.andcrson@ 
ia.nacdnet.nct. 

The D1ckmson County 
Water Quality CommiSSion 
is comprised of rcprcscnta­
nvcs from every citY w1dun 
D1ckin<on Cou~tj· ~nd rep· 
rcscntativcs from the count). 
The Commissaon w <l"' estab· 
lished in 200 I and the1r funds 
have been used as a local 
match toward state and fed­
eral water qualit)· funds. 

Dickinson SWCD to offer 
Foundation Scholarships 

The Dickmson SWCD Foundation announces the availabilit)' 
of rwo SSOO scholarslups that will be presented ro D1ckinson 
County grnduaong high school seruors. These scholarslups are 
to be used for the first year of educaoon on the college or voca­
oonal school level. 

The D1srnct Scholarslup, 10 the amount of S500, IS offered 
for any field of agnculture or natural sciences studies (tlus 
10cludes a broad array of studies) and m addition, the winrung 
applicaoon will be forwarded to compete 10 the Conservation 
Disrncrs of Iowa's (CD!) Auxiliary Annual Scholarslups. CD! 
funds siX r<:g~onal awards of $300 each and stare level awards m 
the amount of Sl ,800, S I ,200 and S I ,000. The applicant needs 
to subrmt rwo typed copies of thetr applicaoon and must use the 
2010 applicaoon form 

The Jo Groves Memorial Scholarslup, 10 the amount of $500, 
IS nor limned m the course of study. The applicant needs to 
submit rwo typed cop~es of thetr application and must use the Jo 
Groves applicaoon form. 

Hlgh school seniors must subrrnt thetr applications to the 
Dickinson Soil & Water Conservation D1srrict no later than 
!).larch 3. Both scholarslups will be Judged on leaderslup and 
scholastic acluevemcnL 

Applications can be obtamed from the High School Counselors 
at Harris-Lake Park, Okoboji, Spmr Lake or Graernngcr/Terril 
High Schools, or by contacong the D1ckinson Soil & Water 
Conservation D1stnct at the USDA SCC\'lce Center in Spuit Lake 
at 2412 17th Sttee~ by calling (712) 336-3782, exL 3, e-mail: 
maxine.bucler@ia.nacdner.net or check the Oean Water Alliance 
websue: http:/ I cleanw:neralliance.net. 
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~g for a..d.ot:tor? 
Med•cal Associates Chnlc Pnmary 
and Spedalty Care 

Longt1mc D1clm>0n Co NRCS taffer To Retire 
(Splnt Lake)·· A long· tJme employee or the Dickinson County offiCe of the Natural 
Resources ConservatiOn Service Is stepping down 

Carroll OskviQ IS retiring after more than 30 years of ~rvlce with the agency, which rs 
l"loused w;tl'a the DICkinson County Soil and Water Consero.oatlon District office In Splnt ..... 
Oskvlg has worked In the SP•nt l a ke office since August of 1996 

Carrol and his wife Martha ll'le In Milford 

The Dickinson County Soli and Water Conservation Olstnct Comm~ssloners will hold a 
ret• rement open house for Oskvlg tl'us comlng Friday, Apnl 29th from 2 :00 unW 4 :00 
p.m . In the Board Room at the Expo Bulkllng on th~ Dickinson CotJnty Fairgrounds In 
Splnt Lake. The public IS cordially lnvtted 

"" m•t • .are 

l..iu>l.opsj;e>ld.lor $3.3 .33 
Today : All HP Lapt ops are Sold for 
~p to 98% Off. Buy Yours Today? 

L~tO.UIIl>.IU 
Up To 90% Off The Best Stuff To 
Do 1 Restaurants, Events, Food 
And More 

_,Cocglt 
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Soil and Water Conservation 
WeeK is Nov. 27 Dec. 3 

Iowa Secretary of 
Agriculture Bill Northey 
highlighted Iowa Soil and 
Water Conservation Week 
and praised the important 
conse:rvuion work that 
has been achieved to bet­
ter care for the air, soil 
and water in Iowa. Gov. 
Terry Branstad will issue a 
proclamation recognizing 
Nov. 27 - Dec. 3 as Soil 
and Water Conservation 
Week. 

"Soil and Water 
Conservation Week IS an 
opportunity to recognize 
aU that has been accom­
plished through efforts 
to prevent soil erosion 
and protect water quality 
here in Iowa," Northey 
saJd. "This year marks the 
72nd anniversary of the 
law that started our state­
wide cooservanon efforts 
and is a great time to see 
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aU that has been accom­
plished and also recognize 
the work srill to be done." 

The severe erosion dur­
ing the ''Dust Bowl" years 
of the 1930s brought 
about the first efforts to 
prevent soil erosion, which 
also helped protect water 
resources. Iowa passed a 
law in 1939 to establishing 
a state soil conservation 
agency and also created 
the means for soil and 
water conservation dis· 
tricts to organize. This 
legislaoon declared it the 
policy of the state of Iowa 
to: preserve soil and water; 
protect the state's taX base; 
and promote health, safety 
and public welfare of peo­
ple of Iowa. 

Today, the Iowa 
Department of 
Agriculture and Land 
Stewardship's Division 

of Soil Conservation and 
the I 00 Soil and Water 
Conservations Districts 
located m each county 
are fulfilling Iowa's con­
servation mission. Other 
key partners 111 Iowa's 
conservauon efforts 
tnclude USDA's atural 
Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS), the Iowa 
Department of Natural 
Resources (D R), and 
Iowa State Uruversity. 

The Department's 
Div1sion of Soil 
Conservation provides 
state leadership in the pro­
tecnon and management 
of soil, water and mineral 
resources and assisnng 
soil and water conserva· 
tion districts and private 
landowners to meet the1r 
agricultural and enVIron­
mental protection needs. 

In recent years the 

department has also start­
ed to work more in our 
towns and cities to pre­
vent erostoo and protect 
water quality through the 
capture and infiltration of 
storm-water runoff. The 
Department has added 
five urban conservanon­
ists that work w1th home­
owners, land development 
professionals, c1ty officials 
and government agenaes 
to provide mformation 
and technical assistance on 
urban best management 
practices for sustaJRable 
storm-water management. 

Soil and \Vater 
Conservation Week recog­
nizes that the abundance 
of Iowa's agricultural 
products and the quality 
of life we enJOY are depen­
dent upon the proper use 
and management of soil 
md water resources. 

--------------------- I". z,_,, --

~o~Eers~~adline approaches CSP applications 
due Jan. 13 

Iowa farmers Interest­
ed in Slg!Wig up for the 
C..onservation Stewardship 
Program (CSP) should 
submit applicaoons to 
their local USDA-Natural 
Resources Conservaoon 
Serv~ce (NRCS) office by 
Jan. 13, 2012, to be con­
sidered for eligibility dur­
tng the first ranlang period 
of 2012. 

Through CSP, NRCS 
provides financial and 
technical assistance to 
eligible producers who 
conserve and enhance 
soil, water, atr, and relat­
ed narural resources on 
thetr land. The program 
proVIdes many cooserva­
non benefits mcluding 
unprovement of water 
and soil quality, wildlife 
habit enhancemeniS and 
adopoon of conservanon 
activities that address the 
effects of climate change. 

"CSP continues to be a 
good opporturuty for con­
servation farmers to try 
new pracnces while receiv­
ing payments for thetr 
past achievements," s21d 
Richard ims, state conser­
vaoonist for Iowa NRCS. 

Eli!l'ble lands tnclude 
cropland, pastureland, 
rangeland, norundusttial 
povate forest land and 
agoculrural b.od under the 
juosdicoon of an Indian 
tribe. Partioparion in the 
program is voluntary. 

An updated CSP self­
screerung checklist ts 
available to help poteori21 
applicants determme 1f 

CSP is sw~>.ble for thetr 
operanon. The checklli.t 
highlights bas1c informa­
non about CSP eligibil­
ity reqwrements, contract 
obliganons and poten­
ri21 payments. It IS avail­
able from local NRCS 
offices and on the Iowa 
NRCS website at www. 
ia.nrcs.usda .gov /pro ­
grams/Conse-rvationSte­
wardshipProgram.hrml. 

As part of the CSP 
appticaoon process, appli­
cants work with NRC$ 
field personnel to com­
plete a resource inventory 
using the Conservation 
MeasurementTool (CMl). 
The CMT determines the 
conservation performance 
for =sting and new con­
servation activities. The 
applicant's conservation 
performance will be used 
to deternune eligibility, 
ranlang and payments. 

Through the 2011 CSP 
signup, Iowa farmers in 
93 collnrics ertrelled more 
than 368,000 acres tn CSP, 
helping to trnprovc water 
and soil quality, enhance 
wildlife habi~>.t and address 
the effects of climate 
change. Iowans rece1ved 
an average of $29 per 
acre dunng the 2011 CSP 
signup. Average payments 
depend on land use, exist­
tng stewardship and new 
stewardship practices. 

To apply or to find 
out more about CSP, visit 
your local U DA Serv1ce 
Center or go online to 
wwwia.nrcs.usda.gov. 
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Through CSP, NRCS 
proVIdes financlal and tech­
meal assistance to eligtble 
producers who conserve 
and enhance soil, water, a.J.r, 

and related natural resourc-
es on thetr land. The pro­
gram proVIdes many con­
servanon benefits lnclud­
tng tmprovement of water 
and sod quality, wildlife 
habit enhancements and 
adop_~on of conservation 
acovmes that address the 
et;,ects of climate change. 

CSP continues to be a 
good opporturuty for con­
servation . farmers to try 
new pracuces while receiv­
mg parments for their 
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As part of the CSP 
appticaoon process, appiJ. 
cants work with RCS 
field personnel to com-

. Through the 2011 CSP 
slgnup, Iowa farmers in 93 
counnes enrolled more than 
368,000 acres in CSP, help­
mg to lOlprove water and 
soil qualitj\ enhance wild­
life habitat and address the 
effects of climate change. 
Iowans received an average 
of $29 per acre dunog the 
2011 CSP signup. Average 
payments depend on land 
use, exisong stewardslup 
and new stewardship prac­
oces. 
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PHOTO BY RUSS MITCHELL 

The USDA Service Center has a new location west of the KUOO radio station complex. They moved from 
their previous location near the Pronto convenience store on Sept. 1. They will be holding an open house 
for locals to attend from 2-4 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 16. 

Open house planned 
for new USDA building 

BY BRANDON HURLEY 
STAFF WRITER 

north of Pronto conve- tiorust Mark Schutt. ''Also, The USDA staff gamed 
nieoce store. the agencies will save on some efficiency through a 

"The open house is to expenses." pracnce of rennng office 
Dtckinson County has a provide the opporrunity for The move to 1ts current space tnstead of owning a 

new site for landowners landowners, land operators locanon at the Highway 9 bwlding. 
who want to take advan- and the general public to and !55th Street intersec- "We want to provide a 
rage of U.S. Department of rake a look at the new cen- non was completed Sept 1 presence m the county - a 
Agnculture (USDA) Farm ter," said Larry Lago, the and came on the heds of a presence which provides 
Program services, state of execunve dtrector of the fire that damaged the for- the county farmers and 
lou .. programs, and other USDA Farm Agency. mer location tn the sum- land owners tmmecliate 
con•ernnon mcennves. Tbe new building will mer of 2010. access to farm programs, 

The USDA Service house the Farm Sen"ce Lago thtnks the new loans and conservabon 
Center staff will host an Agency (FSA), the aturnl location provides better pracnces," Lago srud. "W~ 
open house Friday, Dec. Resources Conservatton access for local restdents. hope to serve a broad cus-
16, at its new locanon JUSt Service and the Soil and "The public doesn't have tomer base for resources 
west of the KUOO radio Water Conset~•anon to deal with the conges- and program 1ssues." 

Local conservation 
practices on display 

PHOTO SUBMITIED 

Soli and water conservationists from all over 
Iowa traveled to Des Moines last week for the 
annual Conservation Day at the Capitol. Many 
conservationists had Information displayed In the 
Capitol rotunda about their watershed protection 
programs and were able to talk to legislators about 
soil and water Issues facing the state. Left to right 
are: John Wllls of the Dickinson County Clean 
Water Alllance, state Sen. David Johnson and State 
Soli Conservation Committee Board member S. 
Vance Hjelm. 

Vist www.dickinsoncountynews.com 

stanon along Htghu .. )' 9. Dtstrict under one roof. tion of the maJor mter- The USDA Service 
Hours for the event are "It will proVJdc more section anymore," Lago Center offices are open 
2-4 p.m. Sernces were pre- ease for the farmers to said. "There will be better Monday through Fnday 
viously located in a plaza have one stngle building access to the parking lot from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
near the tntersecnon of to seek assistance," srud and the building is also and can be reached by tcle- t-.,. (o•l~ 
Highways 9 and 71, just NRCS district conserva more handicap accessible." phorfe at (712) 336-3(82. V 

=-===-=--~] POSTER CONTEST WINNER ANNOUNCED 
PHOTO SUBMnTEO 

The Dickinson County Soil and Water 
Conservation District Commissioners 
are proud to announce their wln· 
ner of this year's poster contest In 
Division 2, Grades 2 and 3. Macy 
Alderson, a Graettinger-Terril sec­
ond grade student In Ms. Nicole 
Voetmann's class In Terril, was 
recently awarded her flrst place cer­
tiflcate and a$10 bill. The poster 
contest Is cG-sponsored by Grinnell 
Mutual Reinsurance Company and 
the Auxiliary of the Conservat ion 
Districts of Iowa (CD!). This year's 

tz:L..._....,,._.-....iil!-if!L.......::....::=ii.il._....,...__..o::::;::...;_.._..._ __ ___. theme was "Soli to Spoon." 



CLASS IS 

students spent the morning and 
early afternoon rotating through various 
educational stations, which were set up 
throughout the wildlife area. 

"It's good to get the lods outside and away 
from Facebook and video games," srud 
Rory Martinson, a local DNR ernploy<e 
who works in the Kettleson-Hogsback 
area. "Show them what is available out here 
for them to enjoy. It's open to the public 
for all kinds of activities." 

Kettleson-Hogsback is a combination 
of woodlands, open grasslands. lakes 
and wetlands all covering approx.unately 
1,895 acres. The area has a peak of nearly 
40 feet and separates Marble Lake from 
Hones Lake. It is located on the rugged 
Altamont moraine- a hilly area with ridges 
scanered throughout marshes and poorly 
druned wetlands. The land is basically the 
remnants of the continental glaciers &om 
the Wisconsin ice age nearly 15,000 years 
ago. 

\Vhen pioneers began settling m the 
Dickinson County area m the late 1800s, the 
Kettleson-Hogsback land was considered 
an essential spot for nesting and migrating 
waterfowl as well as a large number of 
other wildlife. 

Martinson mennoned hunters are allowed 
to come out ro the grounds - it 1s a 
designated public hunting area. 

11There are a lot of different waterfowl 
game here for hunters," he saJd. "It really 
is a popular place." 

they require to -grasslands, wetlands," 
he said. "It's fun to have the real-hfe, hands­
on duck, I have four ducks that I release our 
into the wild." 

Martinson will go our and set up traps 
to capture some wood ducks a few nights 
before the outdoor classroom. 

"I like seemg the lods' faces tight up," he 
said. "When I show them the wood duck 
there are a lot of gasps because they are so 
colorful" 

During the lunch hour, students were 
treated to an always-popular falconry 
presentation. Mother Nature cooperated 
for this year's outdoor classroom <xperience 
and the students were able to enjoy all the 
clifferent stanons Wlthout any problems. 

They all hopped on the buses round 
2 p.m. and headed back to "indoor" 
classrooms after the fun and interesting 
learning expeaence. 

"There is a diversity of all kinds of things 
here, r think they enjoy them all," Marnnson 
said about the students. "I try to keep it 
simple and nor bore them with hcts and 
have hands-on activities." 

The participating o~tions included; 
the Dickinson Soil and Warer Conservation 
D1strict, the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources, Trees Forever, the County 
Conservation Board, Lakeside Lab, the 
Iowa Great Lakes Water Safety Council. 
the Dickinson County Aruma! Clinic and 
ISU Extension. They all donated their nme 
and resources to help the students gam a 
greater appr~ciarion of narure. 



Ace Cory Award Presented To Clean Water Alliance Coordinator 

7/31/2013 
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Center Lake watershed 
project set to begin in July 

BY BRANDON HURIEf 
STAFF WRITER 

\VeU over half a million dol­
lar> have been donated to the 
D1ckmson County Soil and Water 
Conservation District (SWCD) 

ft. for a proJect to unprove water 
2.r quality at Center Lake. 

Clean Water Alliance 

Coordinato r John Wills hopes 
the upgrades will better filter 
runoff from Highway 71 near 
the the 23rd Street intersection 
m pint Lake. 

The City of Spirit Lake has been 
looking at water quality ISsues at 
Center Lake for the past four 
years, but alack of funding stalled 
progress. D1ckmson County Soil 

and Water Conservation District 
took over efforts and the group 
has been able to raise $636,555 
for the project. 

Businesses and traffic near the 
23rd Street mtersectlon produce 
heavily contammated runoff that 

CENTER LAKE 
continued on page 2A 
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Ra~n gardens are that have contributed," 
Wills sa~d. "Every time we 
have gotten a donaooo or 
a gr.mt it has been a sense 
of relief lind-joy that we 
have succeeded again and 
it proves th:n we h2ve a 
good project under way." 

"In some tnstances, w 

may put them in a froo 
lawn of a business or a 
homeowner and we have 
to have an agreement with 
them to put them m," he 
said. ''They ='t chea_p, 
but they are very effec-

ACE CORY AWARD PRESENTED TO CLEAN WATER ALLIANCE 

COORDINATOR 

Wed 7·31-2013 

(Splnt Lake}-The Coordmator of the Cleanwater Alhance IS th1s year's reop1ent of the Ace Cory Award 

The OkoboJi ProtectiVe AssoaaliOn presented the award to John \M ils at Its annual meetJng held th•: past 

Saturday W lls tells KUDO news ne was completely surpnsed by the announcement ~ 
~) •t dtdn't really exped that was somethmg 1 woufd be gettmg and when I was at the annual 

meetJ!lg Saturday and they announctld my name 1 was totally flabergasted and honored that the fact that 

you know people outSide my field who are see1ng thmgs happen and want to honor me for domg what they 

thmlc 1S good thmgs and 1 JUSt thlflk of all the people who are ckmg .such great thmg.s m the Iowa Great Lakes 

and 111 DICkJnson county and for them to choose me I was JUSI very honored • 

Wills says he has 3 lot of fond memones of Au Cory and has hard work to protect the Iowa Great Lakes 

{d!ds, here for oommenL) "1~-Jfl~_,.,wet.n,.,. eos ,_,.""11,.,. _,A~ Cort-Jb':o9-"'ttt.rkl«.m,.l""''1IM'II'cJo)OU 

ftHidiO~done bK:eii.J&IIgtfl<fiOM AftdheOioG!Itldod!•tavert,IIJOYWeg.ll"' AndO(c:ogfWtle~IIPWll'lfM .... t!tlthe/V:t.S 

.,.ge.tt!lheC.I/I,..;II.Lf.s~lfii"'P SOtlllt~WJiondOIIto!t$bpl,ll'ld,li,. • .JOIWI9/ol~theMkesalldiN"YIM,_,.She'l 
hid u elvd end,_, dlldrtn hM1 SO ,..J-Ill ~WrottdfO pmr.d tholffl"n lrld • .,p b'ltm m. weyjMyl,. .o mlltym«e C.tl C!Otl!e elld 111U 

llld«\fCltll'tet7t" 

The Ace Cory Award has been presented by the OPA annualty smce 2006 Prevrous reCipients of the 

award include John Synhorst. Barbara Mendenhall. Jane Shuttleworth. Orville Berg David Thoreson . Phd 

Petersen and M1ke Haw10ns 

..Jottn WiUs 

Water quality 
commission accepting 
grant applications 

·ound tt's way utto the near~ 
' >Y sewer system - which 
·mpties 1nto Center Lake. 
me SWCD plans to use 
ow-impact development 
>ractices · rain gardens and 
liO cell." - to filter some of 
he water. Those practices 
md others are designed to 
lbSorb water runoff, clean 
t, and slowly release It to 
.:he storm sewer or other 
ueas. 

depressed areas, usuaUy 
contairung 02t1ve plants. 
Bio CeUs are esseotiaUy a 
larger version of a rain 
garden. Wills said the 
structures are 95 perc<nt 
effective in removmg pol­
lution - they absorb the 
water for a 24 hour penod 
then return it to the sewer 
system, according to the 
coordinator. 

The DNR's EPA Non­
Point Solution Fundmg has 
provided $37 4,000, the Iowa 
D R Lake Restoration 
Fund has donated $47,000, 
the city of Spint Lake 
will put m $54,000, the 
Dickmson County Water 
Quality Corrurussion will 
do02te $50,000, and the 
Center Lake Protective 
Association has donated 
$500. 

tive" l..-.. --~--_.--, 
The D1ckinson County 

Water Quality Commission 
IS accepnng grant applica­
tions for its annual water 
quality grant penod until 
Oct. 1. The grant applicaoon 
matemls are available at the 
Oean Warer Alliance website 
located at http:/ I dean\va­
ternlliance.ocr/ blog/?page_ 
ld=268. In adclition, mter­
ested groups can contact the 
Dickinson SWCD at 3302 
18th Street, Sptnt u.ke, IA 
or 712-336-3782 exL 3 and 
talk to John Wills, Dickinson 
County Clean \Vater Alliance 
Coordinator, for mforma­
oon about the Grnnts. The 
Applicaoon Process omcline 
IS as follows: 

D1clanson SWCD by 4:30 
p.m. 

"It's going to relieve 
;orne of that pressure 
:::m the ~torm system. It's 
:lvertaxed and it's not able 
to work properly because 
there IS too much water," 
Wills sa1d. ''The system was 
built in the 1940s and our 
effort L h> make the sewer 
system funCtion a little b1t 
better, but to also dean 
that water up so that when 
lt reaches Center Lake It is 
better for the lake." 

Wills also said phospho­
rous is prevalent in the soil 
11 can be devastating to the 
vegetation of the lake -
the .-.un gardens wdl help 
eliminate a majority of the 
chemical. 

The Iowa Watershed 
Improvement Review 
Board gave the proj­
ect a $100,000 grant m 
February. 

"We have about seven 
or eight different fundets 

ConstrUction is set to 
begin on July 1. Planners 
want to make sure the raw 
gardens are attractive m 
addition to being func­
tional. 

A majority of the work 1s 
expected to be completed 
by June 30, 2014. Work the 
foUowing year will mdude 
testmg to make sure the 
ram g>.rdens and b1o cells 
are working properly. 

''\Ve are pretty excned," 
Wills said. "It's not often 
that you can get funding 
together from that many 
groups. Everybody thinks 
It's a good project and 
they think we are doing 
good dungs. I'm exated to 
see dungs happen and get 
started." 

• Aug 1 - Request for 
Applications (RFA) begms 

• Aug. 29 - Water Quality 
CommisSion Help Session 
from 3 p.m. to comple­
tion ac the U DA arural 
Resources Conservation 
Service office m ptnt u.ke 

Applicauons will be 
accepted for any project 
from a non-profit organiza­
tion or governmental ageng; 
wluch improves the water 
quality of the Iowa Great 
u.kes, Silver Lake, and Little 
Swan u.ke in Dickinson 
County. The aries or the 
county governments who 
are members of the agree­
ment are not eligible to apply 
for grant applicaooos but 
groups within those ent1oes 
are elig~ble. 

To date, over S2 million 
has been granted to groups 
and agencies m Dickinson 
County to protect local water 
bodies. Th1t money has been 
matched by over S20 mil­
lion. The Dickinson Counry 
Water Quali ty Commission 
mdudes members from aU 
the cities and the county 
government from within 
Dtckinson County. K1ch atv 
and the county contribute 
to the comnussjon and have 

Oct. 1 
Applications 

Grant corruruss1oners to represent 
due to them on the commissJon. 
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Herbert named 'Conservation Farmer of the Year' 
Jared and Mary Herbert of Lake Park 

received the Conservation Farmer of 
the Year Award Thursday, SepL 5 at 
the 67th Annual Iowa Soil and Water 
Conservation Dtstrict Comnussioners 
Conference at the Sheraron Hotel in 
West Des Moines. 

Since Jared was a young man, he 
has always had a passion for environ­
mental consciousness and sustainable 
farmmg He has been a no-till bean/ 
strip till corn farmer since 1992 and is 
always trying new conservation prac­
oces. 

Jared has used a W10ter Rye Cover 
Crop on his fields fo r the last three 
years and will continue using a multi­
species covt:r crop in the future. He 
has enrolled over 80 acres of CRP 
and buffer strips for wildlife habitat 
and water quality. 

His latest projects include install­
ing three water and sediment control 
basins, bringing his total basins to six_ 
He is plantting to install a bio-reactor 
in his field that will oudet into a 
drainage ditch that leads to Silver 
Lake. 

He also is one of the found­
ing members of the Silver Lake 
Park Improvement Association and 
he has partnered with the Silver 
Lake Watershed Project to host 
a Cover Crop and No-Till field 
day and to complete conservation 
plans throughout the Silver Lake 
Watershed. Jared and Mary arc 
acknowledged for their conserva­
tion work and they continue to be 
an example to lead other local farm­
ers to adopt conservation practices. 



Northey confirms 
third Iowa Ag 
Secretary bid 

Spirit Lake Republican Bill Northey has announced plans to 
run for a third term aa Iowa Secretary of Agriculture. He made 
the announcement Saturday at an annual barbeque fundralslng 
event In Des Molnaa. 

BY RUH MITCHELL 
MANAGING EDITOR 

Norther said. "Agriculture rn 1 

this state ts an amozing thing." 
Notthey. said his office has a j 

senes of mitiatJves to accom­
plish, including volunteer efforts 
to tmprove water quality. 

Spirit Lake Republican Bill 
Northey on aturday conf1tmed 
plans to run for a third term as 
Iowa Secretary of Agriculture. 

The ptrit Lake Republican 
made the announcement at the 
seventh "Bill's BBQ Bash," his 
annual campa1gn fundr.user at 
the low:> Stare Faugrounds 10 

Des lames. 

"We'd trying to engage produc­
ers to a much higher degree in 
reducing rutrogen and phospho­
rus," he said. Northey is calling 
on an expansion of programs 

"I love the job that I have," JULY 17, 2013 

that encourage niuate­
removing wetlands. 

The ag secretary saJd he 
would like ro continue a 
practtce of visiting all 99 
of lowa's counties each 
year as well. 

orrhey IS a fourth­
gcneranon corn and soy­
bean farmer who gradu­
ated from Iowa State in 
1981. He won his first 
btd to statewide office m 
2006. He was reelected m 
2010. 

He also gave serious 
consideration to a U.S. 
Senate campatgn ear­
lier thh. year. Incumbent 
DemocrarTom Harkin will 
not seek another six-year 
term. orthey ruled him­
self our of a Republican 

Pnmary for that office. 
U.S. Rep. Steve King and 
Lt. Gov. Kim Reynolds 
also hinred at mterest, but 
also dectded not to run for 
Harkin's seat. 

11 l'm very content Wlth 
where I'm at," Northey 
said. "My decision wasn't 
just based on who else 
might be LOterested." 

The Green Platns 
Superior ethanol plant ts 
holding an open house 
Wednesday Quly 17) fea­
tunngNortheyas the guest 
speaker. The officeholder 
satd his travels allow him 
to listen to the needs of 
Iowa producers and better 
lead the Iowa Department 
of Agnculture and Land 
Stewardship. 

, 

y DCN 
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Clean Water Alliance Coordinator 
receives local Conservation Award 

John Wills, Coordinator 
of the Dtckinson Counry 
Clean Water Alliance, 
has been awarded the 
eighth annual Ace Cory 
Conservation Award. 
The Okobo11 Prorecuve 
Association (O PA) 
presented the award to 

Wills in recogmuon for 
his efforts m fashioning 
partnerships between 
orgamzauoos to preserve 
water quabty m the Iowa 
Great Lakes. 

Wills, a native of Sibley, 
has a bachelor's degree 
m b1ology. and master's 
degrees in political science 
and environmental policy 
and management. He 
came to the Lakes area 
m 1993 and spent seven 
years as an environmental 
specialist with the 
Dickmson County Soil 
and Water Office. Wills 
left to 101n the Loe" Hills 
Alliance. lie 1s currentJy 
a first sergeant m the 

Mobtle Cavalry Unit of 
rhe Nebraska auonal 
Guard, and has served m 
Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Wills returned to the 
Lakes Region tn 2009 
to lead the Clean Water 
Alliance. In this role, 
Wills works with more 
than 60 local, state and 
federal groups for clean 
water projects. He has 
also authored the Iowa 
Grear Lakes Watershed 
Management Plan, a 
comprehensiVe, 20-year 
plan for reducmg 
pollution tn the lakes, 
addressing one acre at a 
time. He lives 1n Spirit 
Lake with his wife and 
three children. 

"He has really become 
the face of clean water 
projects in the Iowa Great 
Lakes," said Greg Drees, 
former OPA president. 
Drees added that Wills 
was a unarural fir" and 
had "flounshed" in his 

profession. 
"I'm very proud to 

have been presented 
that award. I never tn 

my dream, thought rhat 
that would be presented 
to me," \X'ills said uTo 
be presented that, I will 
call a pmnacle of my 
career, one of the things 
I can look back on and be 
proud of for the rest of 
my life." 

The Ace ory Award 
has been presented by the 
OPA annually smce 2006 
to an Individual whose 
work m the Iowa Great 
Lakes area, voluntary or 
professJOnal, reflects the 
principles of the lare Ace 
Cory, one of the region's 
pioneer environmentalists 
Prevtous recipients of the 
award are: John Synhorst, 
Barbara Mendenhall, Jane 
Shuttleworth, Orville 
Berg, David Thoreson, 
Phil Petersen, and Mike 
Hawktns. 

+ 
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'C9 N n-tE GV ' tlr";s;;.~·! 
Lake Park uses goats to 
clear away unwanted plants 

BY RUSS MITCHELL 
MANAGING EDITOR 

T 
emporary fenangand yellow cauoon 

mpe kept onlookers from gemng too 
close to Silver L'lke's eastern shordme 
Thursday afternoon. 

golf cour.;e. We JUSt thought of tt as a great 
opporturuty to m.'lkc a really great area even 
better." 

The atural Resources Conservaoon Servlce 
serves at the watershed coordtnator for Silver 
Lake and helped fttnd the project 

Goats on the Go co-owner Aaron Steele 
explained the benefits of goats over power 
toOls. 

City of!iaals were on hand. r\ trampon 
trailer was parked nearby and onlookers could 
sec foot traffic going into and coming out of 
the brush. 

''When you use goats, you're not using gaso­
line-powered eqwpment," Steele said. "You're 
not pumng carbon dioxide into the :ur and 
you're not eausmg eroston on these steep slopes 
because the goats are so light-foored. You are 
also not putting any herbicide out there." 

PHOTOS BY RUSS MITCHELL 

Goats on the Go Is an Ames-OOsed company that b~ngs goats on site to clear away 
noxious weeds Including ga~Jc mustard, autumn olive, wild parsnip, nettle and burdock. 

Fortunately, buckthorn and leafy spurge 
can't file charges. An)' unwanted plants were 
assaulted - by desJg!l- as a part of an effort to 
tmprove the view at City Park in Lake Park. 

"Goats on the Go,u a sustrunable vegetation 
management busmcss from Ames set up the 
fenang to dtrect a herd of 20 goats to munch 
. . and munch and munch . . invadmg 
plants soud1 of the playground eqwpment tn 
Cny Park. 

Lake Park City Administrator Wade Wagoner 
and the city's park board brought tn the cen­
tral Iowa goat company to clear awar nOXIOUS 

weeds that blnck<d a '"ew of the lake. 

The goats can work tn places that are uncom­
fortable or dangerous to park matntenance 
crews as well. 

"One of my street guys got hun while clean· 
mg thts bank up With 2 chainsaw," Wagoner s:ud 
of a previous effort 

The goats won't eat everythtnj} Crews will 
have to clear some of the thicker branches 
a\W)'. The job will be eaSJer without womes 
of potSon ivy, potson oak, thtsde, buckthorn, 
eastern red cedar, pigweed and buttonweed 
in the wa}'. The herd's favocte menu Item IS 

honeysuckle. 
Steele and co-owner Chad Steenhoek recetved 

a '"sit from Trent Prather's fourth -grade class "It's such a wonderful park \vith all of the 
oak trees md pla)oground cqwpment," Wagoner 
said. 'There's a lovely campground with a 
SWimming pool, renrus courts and a Fnsbec 

Students In Trent Prather's fourth-grade class at Harris-lake Pari! made a field trip out to 
GOATS ON THE GO City Pari! on the first day of "Goats on the Go." A herd of about 20 goats wandered Into 

continued on page 5A the brush along the east shore of Sliver lake to clear away some noiHlatlve plants. 

GOATS ON THE GO 
continued from page 1A 

at I !aros-Lake Park on day 
one of a three-day process. 
Sreenhoek explained the 
benefits of a hungry herd 
tn the plant removal pro­
cess. He also L-ill<ed abou 
another benefit of the goat 
opera.non. 

"If leaves go in one end, 
guess wlk1t comes out the 
other end?" he asked the 
class. 

"Fertilizer," a young voice 
correcdy answered &om the 
mass of clamonng students. 
The nutrients will come in 
handy for Lake Park's ne..tt 
phase of the $5,000 proJect 

"Onginall)', tf we were Sit 
ring here 100 or 200 years 
ago, these banks would have 
beeo pr:une grass and pri­
marily oak trees/' \Vagoner 
s:ud. "Almost everythmg else 
here ls an invnstve speaes. 
The 1dea is to tum 1r mto a 
more natural enVU'OnmenL" 

The planned pratne grass 
will be 2-3 feet high and 
folks who sit on benches 
near the shore can get a clear 
"ew of d>e lake. 

"We seen thts sort of thtng 

done in other parts of the 
country, but it is a relatively 
undeveloped bustness model 
here tn the Midwest," Steele 
said. "My partner and I had 
a few goats. We enJoyed 
r:using them and wanted to 
expand our herd. But, we 
<lidn't really have the land to 
expand our herd - nor the 
money to buy more land. 
We also looked around and 
saw a growmg nwnber of 
non-farm restdents hvtng on 
acreages and IMng on tim-

bered subdivision lots." 
The Goats on the Go 

owners work with their 
customer.) to make sure the 
goats are a good soluoon to 
the owner's property needs. 

"As you can ee, goats 
don't Jeove dungs nicely 
marucured," Steele said. 
'They at1ack problem weeds 
and brush. They do a good 
JOb of dcfoltating and sttess­
tng those plants. As long as 
that IS a pnmary concern for 
property owners, we're set. 

Goats are often the best \vay 
to go." 

A herd of 20 to 25 goatS 
can clear a half-acre of dense 
brush tn 3-5 days. 

"Goats arc amazmgin that 
the)'ll eat stuff that other 
livestock won't," Steele said. 
"Here we are, takmg a bunch 
of nwsance plants and turn­
tng them mto feed ... We're 
fighnng thts percepoon all 
of the orne that you can 
just !like goatS and use them 
to mow our lawns. Really 
we like to thtnk of goats 
as bushwhackers more than 
lawrunowers. Sheep mJght 
do a prerty good job of 
clipping your lawn close, 
but that's certamly not ·what 
goats do." 

Mr. Prather's fourth­
grade srudents weren't near­
by when Steele mentioned 
Iowa's growing demand 
for goat meat The well-fed 
goats didn't hear about that 
port of the job eith« 

Bes1des, Steele was on 
the "safe" side of his solar­
powered electric fence. 



Zebra mussel population 
grows in Iowa Great Lakes 

BER 20 2013 standpomt, these organisms 
NOVEM ' can explode their numbers 

- at least iruoally," Hawkms 
satd. '~YJc may sec some 
subsequent die~offs U1 7ebra 
mussels. That's when their 
shells - washing up on 
shorelines and beaches - can 
cause some Impacts to fulks 
who want to use the water. 
They'll want to take some 
precautions to keep their feet 
safe because the dead shells 
can be very sharp." 

BY RUSS MITCHELL 
MANAGING EDITOR 

It looks like an unwanted 
aquanc visitor 1~ here to stay. 
Th~ Iowa Department 

of Natural Resources on 
Thursda~ confirmed that boat 
hoist 10 bst L:•ke OkobOJI, 
\Ve\1 Lokc OkobOJI and 
Lower Gar Lake are shqwtng 
"go' of an entrenched zebra 
mu"cl populatio=>. 

The mu o;;cl..:; aren't narive 
to rh Iowa Great Lakes 
_ nortbwe t lowa waters 
bccnm c •ntarntnated when 
boater f.ule ; to properly 
drain, clean and drv boats as 
the\' moved from one lake to 
an,;thcr. Kno\\ n populations 
of zebra mussels tn Iowa 
10 Jude (.lear Lake, J.ake 
kathbun, the 1 l1 ""1pp1 
and 1\laquokcta rivers, and 
Bluebill Lake near Mason 

City, according to the Iowa Bwlogists ha•e no 
D R. way of retning m a 7.ebra 

The infestation IS a mussel population once It " 
disappomtment to Lakes established m a lake svstem. 
protective groups. Local Hawkins said the emergence 
advocates put up "don't of 1.ebra mussels will cause 
move a mussel" billboards, an energy shift m the Lakes 
worked with the DNR to 
place summer staff at high­
traffic docking locations and 
even considered mussel· 
sruffing mspection dogs as 
part of an effort to keep the 
species out of local lakes. 

Mike Hawkins, fishenes 
bwlogist for the Iowa 
Department of atural 
Resources, expects the zebra 
mussel populaoon to explode 
over the next couple of years. 
The mollusks will attach 
to hard smooth surfaces, 
tncluding boat hoist> and 
water tntake valve systems. 

"From rccreattonal 

ecosystem. 
Mussels are eftic1ent at 

ftltenng water and will remove 
plankton and zooplankton. , 

"That changes what s 
available for the rc~t of 
the plants and animals out 
there," he ~aid. "In many 
cases, we have seen or haYc 
documented increased water 
clariry-increased water clarit) 
sounds like a good rhlng, but 
m some cases that c.tn be 
accomparucd bv gr • r hluc 
green ale:ae bloom<." 

Ho'Wktn and 1-> 

ZEBRA MUSSELS 

Hometown Farmer: Conservation Conscious 
Posted Dec 05, 2013 9:30AM CST 
By Jacob Heller, Anchor- bio I ema1l 

LAKE PARK, lA- Harvesl may have ended weeks ago, but you slill might see some heavy 
equipment in a field near Lake Park, Iowa 

Jared Herbert farms a lot of ground that drains into Silver Lake , only a few miles away. 

ZEBRA MUSSEL 

PHOTOS SUBMmED 

Pictures from other lakes demonstrate how zebra 
mussels can take over a habitat. 

It "1 suspected that other 
populaoon once hoists from the area 

IS established tn a lak~ may have zebra mussels 
system. Hawkins sat attached as well." 
the emergence of zebra HawkinS also has 
mussels will cause an examined boat hoists 
energy shl ft m the Lakes removed from Big Spirit 
ecosystem. . L ke Zebra mussels 

lussels are efficient at a . • bl' h d a 
d ill haven t esta IS e 

filtering water an w d population there, but the 
remove plankton an biologtst says that body 
zooplankton. h • of water is in extreme 

"That changes w at~ dan erforcontammaoon 
avrulable for the rest 0 g f · xim1ty 

lams and ammals because o lts.pro 
the p " srud "ln to the Okobo)l lakes. 
out there, he · "ln•pection efforts 
many cases, we have: seen an: , continuing on 
or have documented hundreds of boat hoiStS 
increased water clanty d should provide 
- increased water clanty a~d· tiona! In forma non 
sounds like a good thmg, ~n I the extent of rhe 
but m some cases dth~t lnfestauon wttruo the 
can be accompantt: y Iowa Great Lakes," he 
greater blue-green algae satd in a statement from 
blooms." the b R. 

Hawkins and the D R As the mfestaoon 
have been watchmg for develops It will be 
signs of Infestation Important for boaters to 
over the past year. The clean, drrun and dry their 
biologist was recently boats and equipment 
contacted Nov. 1 by a before moving from 
Lakes service provide< the Iowa Great Lakes 
who was concerned after to other bodies of 
Seemg suspicious shells din t the h water, accor g 0 

attached to a boat OISt. D R. Boaters are legally 
"After closer all reqwred to remove 

examination it became invasive specieS and to 
evident that many of the dratn all water from boats 

"It's a b1g trench that's filled up with wood chips and the tile drainage waler runs through ," saio recently removed hols~s and eqwpment before 
Herbert "That lakes the nitrogen out of the waler and turns it into a gas." hadjuve~ezebramusseds leaving a waterbody. 

attached, Hawkins sal . 

To help keep the water clean, he's pulling 1n something a little different. a bio-reactor. 

This 1sn'tthe first lime Jared's dabbled 1n conservation, though . You can find examples all over 
h1s farm . 

He no-tills all of his land and he even plants something a little extra . 

"By next springs, by the lime we plant, it'll just look like a green lawn out here," said Herbert , 
pomting to growing cover crops in one of his fields . 

He has been planting cereal Rye and tillage radish seed as cover crops for a few years. 

Herbert even planls around five acres of food plots, forage for deer and other wildlife. 

And accordmg to him, leaving crops in the field isn't as expensive as you might think. 

"You st1ll get maybe a half to a third of the crop off it , so there's sl1ll some salvage value to it 
there," said Herbert. 

He's one farmer using many methods of conservation , farming the land and hoping to make it 
a better place. 



WG CHEERLEADERS 
continued from page 1A 

zeal m promoting the Iowa 
Great Utkes Area; 

• A person who is 
enthusiastic about what the 
campus has to offer and 
who has a deep love and 
concern for Its history and 
future development; 

• A person who has 
splnt and devotion and 
who goes above and 
beyond the call of duty to 
encourage:: creaove talents 
m Jts students; 

• A person who IS 
concerned about creating 
a cheerful and pleasant 
atmosphere for visitors and 
guests to our campus. 

ThL cheerleaders were 
selected by vote at the 
most recent \Vmter Games 
plannmg meeting Thursda)\ 
Jan. 9 at Hedberg Theatre. 

"I think it's a great group 
of people," srud U of 
\'\'inter Games co-chart 
Jeremy Momson. "lt's a 
good rrux from across the 
community, they are all 
very \I.-ell-deserving " 

The 2014 Uruvers1ty of 
OkoboJI Cheerleaders are: 

JENNIFER 
GUSTAFSON 

Jennifer Gustafson IS 
deeply mvolved in the Iowa 
Great Utkes commurury. 
Gustafson has been 
continued to be a driving 
force behind the Blue 
Zones proJect as well as a 
kev part in recruiting new 
medocal professionals to 
the area as an employee of 
Utkcs Regional Healthcare. 

Gustafson has spent 
many years chamng the 
{.; of 0 \X'mter Games 
SK/!OK road race 

and has served as an 
"unofficial" cheerleader for 
the commuruty for years. 
]en resides m pltlt Utke 
wtth her children, Drew 
and 1\.lcredoth. 

USSAPOITER 
Area artist and 

b•tsinesswoman Lissa 
Potter has been an acove 
member of Iowa Great 
Utkes commuruty as owner 
and operator of Kurio 
Kastle Pottery P010ong 
Palace m Arnolds Park. 

Many of residents 
remember Potter from her 
days at the Pearson Lakes 
Art Center. In 

addition to Kuno 
Kastle, Potter IS also 
employed by the Iowa 
Great Lakes Associanon 
and the Dickinson County 
Taxpayer's Assouanon. 

Trus talented artist 
has touched the lives 
of thousands with her 
creativity and fun-lovmg 
splnL Potter IS an Arnolds 
Park resident and avtd 
fisher woman. 

SCOTT P YLE 
Scott Pyle has helped 

create lasting memories for 
thousands upon thousands 
of people each and every 
year for the past II years 
as General Manager of the 
Arnolds Park Amusement 
Park. Pyle's pasSion for the 
Park shows m the capital 
unprovements, enhanced 
entertainment and overall 
success of the northwest 
Iowa treasure. 

Pyleassistswithnumerous 
acrivtoes and is always 
willing and able to help 
wtth commuruty proJects. 
An avid outdoorsman, 
Pyle IS a member of 
Ducks Unlimited and IS a 
champ1on for the natural 
rcsoW"ces in northwest 
Iowa. 

Pyle shares hts love of 
the Park and the Iowa 
Great Utkes with his two 
fun and life-loving sons, 
Tyler and Ryan and wife, 
St3cy. 

BRIAN RICH TER 
Many residents know 

Bnan Richter as a smiling 
face at the Three Sons, 
and many more know 
htm due to hts community 
onvolvemenL Rtchter is 
an Okoboji Elementary 
mentor, asslsts with 
youth basketball ;kill 
development and has 
coached OkoboJi boys 
High School basketball. 

Richter is a member of 
SL Joseph Catholic Church 
and a board meo: ber 
of Lakeside Lab. This 
Milford resident also helps 
coordinate the U of 0 
Tennis Tournament and 
assists with the mararl10n, 
soccer tournament as well 
as any other U of 0 event 
that reqwres hts rime and 
ralenL 

GARY ROSEMORE 
Volunteer extraordinaJte, 

Gary Rosemore dedocated 
his spare rime to various 
acOVlries throughout the 
Iowa Great Lakes. An 
Iowa Navy Commodore, 
Rosemore is a regular 
volunteer at Business After 
5 and ribbon cumngs for 
The Chamber. An avid 
baseball fan, Rosemore 
volunteered for Legoon 

Baseball for seven years, 
two of them as State 
Commissioner. He also 
delivers Meals on \'Vhecls 
and groceoes to the elderly 
m the community. 

This outgoing and 
charismatic pirit Lake 
resident ts married to l.Jnda 
and proud 

father to John and Stacy. 

TERRY VELDMAN 
Owner of rl1e Spmt 

Lake Pizza Rlmch, Terry 
Veldman has been mvolved 
m numerous 

communtty acovrnes 
for )'Cars. A former 
Chrurperson of the 
University of Okoboji 
\'\'inter Games, Veldman 
has unofficiallr served as 
cheerleader for decades. He 
sponsors a broom ball team 
and 1\vo bean bag reams 
dunng the \X"mter Games! 
Veldman supports all area 
youth sports through 
the Pizn Rlmch and is a 
member of the Splnr Utke 

oon Kiwarus, Ducks 
Unlimited and Pheasants 
Forever. Terry and hJS wife 
Stephanie are the pnud 
parents of three daughters 
and reside m Splnt Like. 

JOHN \VILLS 
John Wills works orelessly 

to protect the area's 
precious natural resources 
as the Clean \Vater Alliance 
Coordinator. This Spotit 
Lake res1dent serves our 
nanon as a member of the 
Armr National Guard and 
is a member of the John \V. 
Kidd VFW Post, Friends 
of Lakeside Lab, Pheasants 
Forever and the Okoboji 
Protective Association. 

Ritin gardens throughout 
the Iowa Great Lakes arc 
the result of \Vills' hard 
work, dedocauon and 
pasSion for water quality. 

CHRIS YUNGBLUTH 
An Okoboji resident, 

Chris Yungbluth IS Fire 
Chtef for the Arnolds 
Park/0kobojo Fire 
& Rescue as well as 
Ambulance Supen>isor at 
Lakes Regoonal Healthcare. 
A promment figure m the 
commumty, Yungbluth and 
fellow firefighters volunteer 
the1t rime, leave the1t family 
in rimes of need and put 
thetr lives on the line to 
keep residents safe. 

Yungbluth, his w1fe 
and two young daughters 
volunteer \vith all APO 
Ftre& Rescue 

events. And you11 be sure 

to see him at the Wmter 
Games Polar Plunge, an 
annual fundraiser for his 
department 

An astounding 29 
members of the Iowa Great 
Lakes were nonunated to 
become Winter Games 
Cheerleaders. 

"It was defuutely hard 
to chose 8 our of the 29 
noffil!lated and I thtnk 
that shows quite a bit for 
those that were chosen," 

1ornson srud. 
At the cheerleader donner, 

each member selected 
the letter of Okoboji that 
they will represent for the 
next week and a half. They 
must also come up wtth an 
ooginal cheer together. 

"Friday morning Qan. 
24) the cheerleaders will 
begin at the Dry Dock 
and then they will go on 
to the chili feed later that 
night," Morrison said. "On 
Saturday they will bounce 
around the doffereot events. 
They will also get up on 

stage at the Winter Games 
Extravaganza and do thctr 
cheer that they created." 

The 34th edotion of the 
Wmter Games seems to be 
on track for the weekend 
jUSt a week and a half a 
way. 

"Things are going well," 
Morrison said. "We would 
love some more snow 
though. The 1ce is plenty 
thick and everything is 
going on as usual. All the 
sponsors have helperllirung 
up the events. We are gomg 
to h.~ve a lot of fun." 

SI)II~IT Tl"f11:~ 
WG 34 cheerleaders 
announced, event nears 

BY BRANDON HURLEY 
STAFF WRITER 

The newest batch of U of 0 
Wmter Garnes cheerleaders have 
begun \vorking on the1t chants m 
preparation for the popular 34th 
edotion winter fesoval Jan. 24-26. 

The eight cheerleaders were 
introduced at a donner Tuesday 
night Qan. 14) at the Pearson 
Lakes Art Center. 

The annual selecoon of 
cheerleaders acknowledges 
commuruty members who are the 
;<unsung heroes" and continue to 

PHOTO BY BRANDON HURLEY 

help the Iowa Great Lakes thrive. 
Cheerleaders are known to offer 
their suppon and helping hand 
on a daily basis and will attend 
many of the weekend's events as 
ambassadors for the games. 

\V.nter Games cheerleader 
nominees must meet the 
foUowmg reqwrements: 

• A person with a ready smile, 
a cheerful dospoSJrion and a 
generous heart; 

• A person w1th a passionate 

WG CHEERLEADERS 
continued on page 3A 



Lakes Area Man Announces Candidacy For House District OnP 

: 2/\9/2014 

DICKINSON SOIL Be WATER 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
WRAPS UP SOIL AND WATER 

~.STEWARDSHIP WEEKfW\Ut :aWl 
-rrJ'i7 70 As a part of Dtckinson County for 

Home I BuSiness DrsltlCt I Real Estate I News I I I years, the Dtckinson Soil & Wat Weather Sports ClaS!Conservation Dtstnct recently remind;; 
the public about a connection to narurnl 
resources. 

The National Associatton of 
Conservauon Disrrtcts (NACD) cel­
ebrated the 59th year of Stewardshi 
week April 27-1\>lay 4, 2014. The 201~ 
Stewardship Week was themed, "DIG 

I 
DEEPER: Mystenes '" the soil " 

usoil is an essential natur~ resource 
~at"all of us depend on each and every 
, y, says ACD President Earl Garber. 

Wed 2-19-2014 (Sptnt Lake)- A takes area man has announ 'The Dust Bowl of the 1930s showed 
seat representm. g lyon. Osceola and most f D..... ced h•s candidacy for the House D•str•ct 01 our nauon the importance of o ,,.....,nson counties John wus 5 bl _ conse.rva-
announced h•s •ntenbon to run for the seat He currently Is Pres•dent f th . a ' ey natJve. has non pracoc_es. Farmers and ranchers h 
and serves'" !he Nahooal Guard o e OkOboJI Proteeove AsSOCial have expenenced d w o that conserva . rece~t roughcs . know 

\Mils says hiS cam hel tlon practices arc en tical tn 
of agncu~ure paogn w.ll focus of rehevrng burdens on small businesses. as well as beong a support I h~mg thelt soil endure, even Ul the most c engmg weather events. Your local 

conservation distnct IS working with local 

Wlls ts a foundmg member of Pheasants forever tn 0 
Pheasants Forever Counal Heal sceola county and a member of the State 

so serves on the board of lakeside Lab and Veterans of Foreign w4 
landowners to assist m a vanety of pro­
ects and outreach to tmprove soil health 
both now and '" the long-term. 

John and hiS Wlfe Caml have three adult children 
To find out more about th il . e so types m 

Kevm V'tlolfswmkel of Sibley has also announced his candida fo 
Okoboji Smith has tndlcated t'le Will NOT be k cy r the seat OJrrentty held by Jeff Smtih 
«_B!Mn see 1ng another term 

your commuruty, visit http:/ / websoilsur­
vey.sc.egov.usda.gov. You can also down-

February 26, 2014 
Area tamilies honored for land donations 

be honored mdividually for 
thelf donation. 

the Iowa arural Henrage 
Foundation. 

a bargatn sale of 35 acres 
m Dtckinson County to 
the lowa arural Heritage 
Foundation. 

More than 2,800 acres 
cf low.\ land wtth an 
esomated value of more 
than 6 mt\lion was 
permaocntlv protected 
through many donations 
for con(,crvauon. The 
donors as5oociated wtth the 
20 donanons of land or land 
value \\111 be recognized 
dunn~ ceremony at the 
5r..re Capnol 

The ce remony ts 
scheduled on March \\ , 
from I\ ".m. to I p.m., tn 

Lcgtslamc Dming Room 
\ 5. >t th< State Capitol, 
in D es ~lotnes.. lowa Gov. 
Terry Branst.1d " scheduled 
to attend . Landowners 
who arc: lO attendance will 

The Gift to ]0\va's Furure 
recognttion celebrates 
and honors individuals 
and corporauons who 
ha •e donated land or a 
conservation easement to 
benefit Iowa's parks, trails, 
fi , h and wildlife habtt.'t, 
narural areas, open spaces 
and public recreanon areas 
for other pubtic uses and 
benefits. 

• The Hunt Family, LLC, 
o f lason City, d 'lated 
a 7 4 ~acre coose['\ .won 
ea~ement adjacen' to 

Ke t tie so n - Hog ' back 
\'<'udlife Management ruea 
in D•ckinson County to 

A high quality remnant 
prame on the propetty is 
home to important plant 
spectes, mcludmg small 
white lady's slipper, western 
prame fringed orchid and 
small fringed gentian. 

• ESQ. and Delores Maser, 
of Le Iars, donated a one­
acre permanent easement 
to the Iowa Department 
of arurnl Resources to 
facili tate the construcoon 
of a water control structure 
at !Iottes Lake to manage 
aquaoc vegetation and 
rough fish. 

Michael and Linda 
Knudtson o f Milford made 

1\WI Creek flows through 
the property and eventually 
tnto the Ltttle ioux Rtver. 
The Dickinson County 
Conservation Board has 
a long-term vision of 
developing a water ttatl 

along Mill Creek. 
County 
Forever 

with the 

Dickinso n 
Pheasants 
has wo rked 
K.nudtsons to plant shrubs 
and 1mprove pheasant 
habitat. The property 
will eventually transfer 
to the Dickinson County 
Conservation Board. 

• Additional Information 
about the "DIG DEEPER: 
Mysteries In the soli" 
program and other natural 
resource education 
materials Is available on 
the NACD website at www. 
nacdnet.org/educatlon. 

load an app for your smarr devices called 
"soilweb" developed by the California 
Soil Resource lab '" collaboration with th 
USDA arural Resource Conservatione 
Sernce. 

Dtckinson Soil & Water Conservation 
DISmct IS a member of ACD which 
oversees the Stewardship Week program 
Stewardship Week ts one of the L-u es; 
~aoonal annual programs ro promote c~n­
ervatlon. NACO represents the nation's 

3,000 . conservation districts, which were 
es~blished ro encourage resource conser­
vanon across the country. 

• 

• 
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DICKINSON SUPERVISORS SET WHEELS IN MOTION FOR 
MAJOR PROJECT TO CLEAN UP SILVER LAKE 

Tue 3--t 1-2014 (Sp1rrt Lake)· The OK:ktnson county board of supervoors today (Tues) set the wheels 1n 

mohOn for a lOng-term project to tmprove water quality tn Stiver Lake at Lake Part( The supervasors voted 

unanunously to approve a re$01utJon authOrwng Board Cha1rman Davtd Gottsche to SIQO a dra1nage 
pel!LIOn that w1ll allow an engtneenng study to proceed on proposed tmprovements to a dramage dtSlnd m 

DiCkinson and Osceola countJes that ouUets mto the Trapper's Bay area of S1lver lake Supervasor Paul 

Johnson says the proJed ts ~tttal to lhe future of both Sliver Lake and the oty of Lake Park ~ 

~) •1fyouVe been over to that area mlhesummermonlhs and monttored ttoverfhe years rrs 
progmSSJvety getting worse Its not gomg to get bener And the optJon of domg nothmg spells d1saster for 
Lak~ Part< bec.ause the smell. the lrvmg condrlJOns the overafl health of the area wU/ be severely 

compromtsed trs a unrvef'$111 agreement amongst the hydrologtsiS. the DNR people and the engtneer "'*''' 
look st the problem caused by the dttch Itself So we're faced then wtth how do we solve thl.s problem. and 

the an.swer IS the f1rsl step IS to get an engmeenng Sludy • 

The cost of that study tS not to exceed 526.000, w1th the cost be1ng d1V1ded evenly between the county 
and the crty of Lake Park. Johnson says the study Will be .ntense and Will take several monlhs to 

complete CchQ here for comment) We don1 e:tpeel that to be reported on untJI another meetmg at the 

board of supemsors m July or August of thts year At that trme the supervtsors Wllf have the choice of 

what to do They wtll have three optJons optJon number one ts to do nothmg. and as I stated earlier that 

would lead to diSaster OplJOn number two IS to accept tile shJdy and put It out for bid That would be very. 
very costly OptiOn number three IS to accept the study but delay tak~ng acbon to buy us tJme and use the 
SJ.udy as a tool to gam and recrvtt support from oYJer sources of fundtng from the state from the federal 
govemment from the DNR. from other assoctations all of whom are concerned about the preservatiOn 

and tmptovmg of Sliver Lake • 

lal<e Par11; Mayor John Engel descnbed the ac:tJon taken by the board of superv•sors auow.ng the study to 

proceed as being ~h1stonc., fd!Ck here for comment) We're not go1ng IO get a b1g d1amond lake ltlce you . 
got over here But we do have a n1ce lake and a Jot of people use tt to fish Last year they woufdn't even 
fish m If or eat ftsh out of tl So. the old cliche. I want to thank from the bonom of my heart. and 1 mean 
that· 

OffioctiS say IMt wh1le other water quality prOJectS have already been completed 1n the S1lver Lake 
watershed that tt'liS one Is espeoally 1mportant 

--~-

I, 

NRCS extends winter crop seeding deadline 
Due to the late harvest of corn and pru-ed to northern counties," she said. Cover Crops 340). b~ ;l.OI~ 

soybeans this fall, USDA's Natural "Obtaimng SIX to e~ght inches of 
Resources Conservation Service growth in the spring prior to rermi­
(NRCS) is granting a two-week n.anon is cnncal to meet d1e natural 
extension to Nov. 1 for seeding win resource goals.'• 
ter hardy cover crops like cereal rye, 
winter wheat and tnticale. 

Iowa NRCS State Agronomist 
Barb Stewart says drill-seeded winter 
hardy cover crops experienced good 
Winter survival wt year, and pro­
vided adequate spnng growth. 

"More cover crop growth can be 
expected m southern Iowa, com-

In coordination with the Iowa 
Department of Agriculture and 
Land Stewardsh.tp - Division of Soil 
Conservation, NRCS is extendtng the 
seedtng deadline for cover crops pre­
VlOusly approved for financial assis­
tance through St2te or federal fund­
mg (Conservation Pracnce Standard 

The following applies to cover 
crops planted In the extensJOn peri­
od (Oct. 16 - Nov. 1). For more 
mformation cont2ct the local NRCS 
office: 

• Cover crops Will be seeded as soon as 
possible after harvest of the princlpal crop. 
• The cover crop to be seeded must be 

w;nter hardy (i.e. cereal rye, winter wheat. 
tnticale). 
• The cover crop will be no-till drilled in 
crop residue to ensure gOOd seed to soli 
contact for rap1d germination. 
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~·· :LOif Hagie Mfg. honors 88 Iowa Farm 

Environmental Leader Award recipients 
Over 88 Iowa farm 

families, named Iowa Farm 
F.nvuonmenl:ll Leader award 
rcciptents, were honored 
at a ~pecial recognition 
luncheon hosted by Hag~e 

\lanufactunng at the Iowa 
State Fau- on Wednesday, 
Aug 13. 

The list includes the Scott 
and Jan Mitchell family of 
Lake Park. 

peaal guest speakers at 
the recogrnuon luncheon 
tncluded Governor Terry 
Branstad, Iowa Secretary 
of Agriculture Bill NotthC)•, 
Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources Dtrector Chuck 
Gtpp, and Ahn Hagie, 
President & CEO of Hagie 
l\-1mufactunnl} The featured 
keynote speaker of the 
event was Iowa farmer, Tun 
Recker, whom has served 
as State Pre..c;ident for the 
Iowa Land Improvement 
Contnctors Association and 
a past president of the Iowa 
Com Growers Association. 

In 2014, The Iowa Land 
Improvement Contractors 
~\s!<iociation was the first 
associauon to be named a 
rcaptenr of the low:1 Farm 
Ennronmental Leader 
award. 

"Over the years, growers 
have become experts tn 
above the soil technolog>es 
m effort to aclueve optimal 
)'ICids," Recker said. ' ow 
i!i. the orne for educuion 
and unplementooon of best 
pncuccs below the soil to 
achieve maxtmum farm 
producmoty." 

The Iowa Farm 
Environmental Leader award 
is a jouu effort between the 
governor, Iowa Department 
of Agnculture and Land 

rewardsrup, and Iowa 
Department of Natural 
Resources to recognize the 
efforts of Iowa's fumers 
as envuonmental leaders 
comrmned to healthy soils 
and improved water quality. 
It seeks to recognize the 
exemplary voluntary actions 
of farmers 

that amprove or protect 
the environment and natural 
resources of our State whiJe 
also encouragtng other 
farmers to foUow Ill theu 
footsteps by bwldmg success 
upon success. 

'1 have. a huge. passion for 
famUng and can't lma.gtne 
trying to provrde agncultural 
tnnov:a.rive solunons wtthout 
havmg a strong connection 
to the farm," Alan Hagie s:ud. 

"Our purpose m creattng 
innovative solutions is to 
help our customers grow and 
booSt thetr profitabttity, whtle 
also enabling them to be 
bener stewards of the land." 

In its t.lurd year for 
the program, Governor 
Bransc1d, Bill onhey and 
Chuck Gtpp pre>< n<rd the 
Iowa Farm Environmenul 
Leader -\wards to the 88 
Iowa farm farrultes dunng 
a ceremony that took place 
prior to the Recogmtion 
Luncheon All wtnners 
were chosen by a selection 
group represenung both 
COOSCIV2t100 and agricuJtural 
groups. To date, over 200 
awards have been presented 
to Iowa farm families that 
are leadmg the way m 
proactive implementauon of 
environmental stewardship. 

Hagie Manufactunng 
Company, located m Clarion, 
opa.nu.:es HS customers 

Sholly named IGL OCt"~ 
watershed coordinator 

Dtckinson Soil and Water 2014 to work 
Conservation Dtstricr a I o ngs 1 de 
(SWCD) recendy announced I o w a 
Jun Sholly as the watershed DNR as an 
coordinator for the Iowa AmeriCorps 
Great Lakes. A native of member wtth 
Spencer, Sholly earned hiS JIM SHOLLY the fisheries 
bachelor's degree tn wetlands management 
ecology &om Bemidji State and research sections, 
Uruversity before jotrung Sholly jomed the SWCD tn 

the Iowa DNR tn 2007. October. Partnenng with the 
After three years with the many stakeholders witlun 
fisheries bureau, Sholly the water.;hed, the diswcr 
moved to South Dakota will work Wlth both rural 
State University to pursue a and wban communities to 
graduate d<giee m natural improve water quality and 
resource man2gernent. reduce sediment and excess 

Returrung to Iowa in April nutrients reaching the lakes. ----

Sholly sa&d he as excited to 
be back in northwest Iowa 
and working to protect those 
natural resources that he and 
so many others enjoy and 
depend on every day. With a 
wide range of water quality 
Improvement practices 
offered through dus protect 
for both rural and urban 
areas, Improvements can be 
made in almost any semng. 

No practice or change 
m behavior is too small to 
unprove water qualaty m our 
lakes. For more mformation 
cont2ct Sholly at 712-336-
3782 ext 3. 

PHOTO SUBMmED 

growth by provtdtng the most 
tnnovaove crop protection 
solutions m the agricuJture 
mdustry. After tntroducing 
the world's lim self-propelled 
sprayer tn 1947, Hagie 
Manufacrunng Compan)' has 
contmued ro be a pioneer m 
the industry wtth mnovarions 
~uch as front-mounted 
booms, hydrostauc drives 
and hydraulically-adjusrable 
booms. A foundation 
with values built around 
employees. customers and 
mnovaoon insp1res sustamed 
grO\vth and succes~ I Iagie 
1\!anufactunng is comnutted 
to provtding state-of-the-art 
crop protecaon solutions 
while delivenng a supenor 
customer experience, yet 
conunwng to bwld on family 
owned traclitions and values. 

For more information 
about Hag~e Manufacrunng 
Company, VISit www.ha!l'e. 
com 

Clean Water ock"~f\ 
Alliance 
educational 
meeting planned 

The Dickmson County 
Clean Water Alliance will 
host an educational meet­
mg Oct. 22 ro teach resi­
dents about 1owa's \~ater 

and Land Legacy and 
efforts to fund a state trust 
fund devoted to natural 
resources and outdoor rec­
reation, which Iowa voters 
overwhelming approved tn 

2010. 
The meettng \vtU rake 

place at 7 p.m. at the 
Otclonson County Expo 
Buildmg m Spinr Lake. The 
Clean Water Alliance coor­
dinates the clean water 
efforts for more than 80 
partners in Dtckinson 
County. 

"Because of our abun­
dant natural water resourc­
es, Otclonson County 
Iowans are particularly 
interested in learning about 
ways to conserve the lakes, 
rivers. and streams that are 
unportant to our ccono­
mr and our way of life," 
said John Wills, 0Jckinson 
County Clean Water 
Alliance Coordinator. 

The event ts open to 
members of the public 
who are interested in clean 
waLer and conservmg nat­
ural resources. For more 
information on attending, 
contact John at 712-336-
3782 ext 3. 

l\like Shannon of Ducks 
Unlimited will be to atten­
dance to descrtbe !WILL's 

efforts and the strategy 
to fund the trust fund. 
Established by Iowa vor­
ers in 201 0, the trust fund 
would help pay for numer­
ous water quality efforts 
around the state, including 
lake restoration, as well as 
other natural resources and 
outdoor recreation initia­
tives. Ducks Unlimited is 
one of the organizations 
leading 1\X'ILL's efforts to 
fund the trust fund. 

"The Iowa Great Lakes 
region and Diclooson 
County would see numer­
ous benefits if efforts are 
successful to fund the trust 
fund," Shannon said_ ''We 
encourage members of 
the commuruty to come 
to the meeting to learn 
more about the goals of 
Iowa's Water and Land 
Legacy and how they can 
get involved." 

Iowa's Water and Land 
Legacy (IWJLL) is a coali­
tion of organizations, 
agencies, and tnclivtduals 
workmg together ro fund 
the atural Resources and 
Outdoor Recreation Trust 
Fund. The trust fund will 
provide a permanent, 
constitutionally protected 
funding source for coo­
serving and enhancing 
water quality, agricultural 
soils, and natural areas 1.11 

the stote, mcluding fish and 
wildlife habitat, parks, and 
trails. 



• THE ART OF FALCONRY 
Sixth grade students had the chance to learn about an 

interesting sport on Thursday. 
Or. Ross Dirks. a local falconer, held a presentation on falconry 

at Kettleson Hogsback. 
•Falconry has been around for a long time; sa1d Or. Ross 

Dirks, ·1n different times of history falcons have been very 
popular. 

Dirks brought with him a young peregrine falcon to show off to 
the anxious students. He said falcons have been used to hunt 
game for centuries, as a type of sport. Peregt-ne falcons are 
generally frightened by humans which leads to very few attacks. 
Some falcons build nests on skyscrapers In large cities. 

Dirks displayed the bird for several minutes and took questions 
from the Interested crowd. Falcons typically eat once a day, on.en 
eating prey that Is twice their body wetght. 



BY BRANDON HURLEY 
STAFF WRITER 

S ixth . grade students from 
OkoboJI, Spmt Lake and 
Haws-Lake Park were able 
to escape the four walls of 

the classroom Thursday, Sept. 4 for an 
inr.resting day of learning. 

Falconry, water safety, dog traJrung, 
wetlands and narure hikes were the 
subjects of discussion for the 36th 
edition of the outdoor classroom 
at Kenleson Hogsback. The day 
IS sponsored by the soil and water 
distnct and the Iowa D R. Kettleson 
Hogsback IS located off of M-49 north 
of Sp1rit Lake. 

"The outdoor classroom is 
sponsored by the D1ckmson Soil and 
\Vater Conversation Commissioners," 
said ~laxine Butler, state secretary 
wtth DSWCD who helps organize the 

event. 'We've been domg It for qwte 
awhile. The milll1 idea is to talk to the 
kids about the natural resources and 
things that arc available to them here 
tn this county." 

Buder has helped coordinate the 
event for the past 16 years. 

'We like to do a mixrure of things." 
she said. "We try to do some fun things 
and stuff that teaches them about the 
outdoors." 

The group of 178 kids were treated 
to lessons on proper use of a life 
jacket, the importance of wedands to 
the local ecosystem, how to properly 
train a dog, the value of agoculture 
and the art of falconry. Groups of 25 
kids started the day at 9:30a.m., rotating 
through the eight different sraoons. 
Officials &om the Iowa DNR, Charles 
Vigdal with the uarure center and Dr. 
Ross Dirks and his falcon were some 
of the guest presenters for the day. A 

I LETTERS TO THE EDITOR I 
The pub/i}/rer doe.\· not ~reu\ wril\· .\hare the \'iewslopinion.\ .Hated 

m the ·uuers to rhe Eclttor" pubh.\hed in The Lakn Ne1n Shopper_ 
To The Editor: 

The folloning was an open letter to Io"a ecrelar) of 
Agriculture, Bill orthev on April8 20IS 

Hi Bill, . ' 

I know that you are concerned with improving Iowa water 
quahty and demonstratmg that Iowa farmers can do this by 
adaptmg new methods to lim1t soli and nutrient losses. On m} 
farm I have had the opportuntty to improve soil, water, and 
natural habitat through cooperative NRCS CEQIP). lAD R. 
FSA (CRP) and FWS (Partner>) programs. Granted this is not a 
typ1callowa fann. howe\'cr we still maintain a grazing program 
wh1le focu~mg on restoration of native habitats and species. 
1y problem ts 'FP has proposed a ~-100 hd hog confinement 

(scc31, Emmet. Emmet) about 112 mile south of my Iocallon 
The MMP proposes about 5000gal P<r acre of hog manure an­
nually 'pre ad over approximately 200 acres directly south of my 
farm. f'IFP os a Mmnesota basedcorporate operation and really 
doesn t have a long term commitment to lhe citizens of Iowa 
Th~y use custom fanners. which would seem to be not what the 
typtcal Iowa farmer is all about. It's very frustratmg to me to 
watch thiS process unfold and be seemingly put "on hold" when 
If) mg to challenge whether tim operation is really in the best 
~nterest of the residents of Iowa. Of particular concern to me 
IS the excess N & P that I will be receivmg from thiS operation 
The reactton I get from lAD R regulators is we are wilhng to 
accept the excess & P because the law allows. I fed that you 
belteve. as I do. that we need less & P mo,mg off our fam15 , 

not more. No wonder DMWW files suu when confronted by 
nobody seemmgly wanttng to address the real problems. 
Gordon Garrison 
E~therviUe, Iowa 

majority of the presenters are the same 
from year to year, along with the same 
basic annual concept, Bucler said. 

'1 love being out here during the 
day, it's great fun," Buclcr said. 'What 
a wonderful opportunity to get out of 
the office and expenence sunshine and 
fresh air." 

The day ISn't just a learning 
opportunity either - it's a chance to 
show area students what Dtckmson 
County has to offer. 

'1 think a lot of our kids don't 
know this is here," she said. "Kcttleson­
Hogsback rs open to the public and 
anyone can walk the trails. They can 
come out here and enjoy nature. 

'1 don't think we do enough stuff 
outdoors m school as we did when I WllS 

a youngster," Buder added. " It's a grear 
opporturuty for them. The kids are 
usually very mterested, they do a great 
job and are very attentive." 

The outdoor classroom IS neaong 
it's 40th year and Buder believes that 
continued success is due to overwhelming 
local supporL 

"Obviously we've had great support 
from the school districts," she satd. 
'Without them we wouldn't be doing 
this. Their parocipation i.s what keeps it 
going. The DNR is very helpful too and 
they lend us the area for the day." 

Bucler hopes the srudents don't view 
the "field tnp" as just another day at 
school. She IS confident they were able 
to learn outside the four walls of an 
mdoor classroom. 

''At the end of the day, I hope the 
students have a better appreciauon for 
the narural resources that are around 
them;• Buder satd. "And the waterfowl 
in the area that they can find out abouL I 
hope they have a better appreciation for 
domg something outside. Sometimes it's 
good to be outside and JUSt enjoy." 

'Why use cover 
crops in crop 
rotations? 

BY JOHN H. WILLS The following web-
CLEAN WATER ALLIANCE stte IS part of a project 

COORDINATOR that enables growers to 
tQP .produc~ uso. ~ .... bre:ni :~ · tltiift~O~-::--:=: 

Involves many pracoc- cover crops to improve 
es that comprollllse soil sot! health by biologtcal 
health, and therefore litmt means. It wtU complement 
productivity. Iowa soils are the chemtcal (fungicide) 
more forgivmg of such and physical (tillage) meth­
pracuces than many other ods that are botng used by 
regtons of the country. fellow farmers and gar­
Many area farmers are deners. The goal of using 
looking at ways to unprove cover crops in Iowa is to 
their soil health to protect provide a key component 
their productivity and to of an tntegrated manage­
matntam the health of meat recommendation for 
thetr soiL Some of the 
management goals for 
which farmers use cover 
crops mclude: 
• Suppressing weeds 
• Protecting soil from rain 
or runoff 
• Improving soil aggre­
gate stability 
• Reducing surface crust­
tng 
• Adding active orgaruc 
matter to soil 
• Breaking hardpan 
• Fixmg nitrogen 
• Scavengmg soil nitrogen 
• Suppressmg soil diseases 
and pests 

-;:. eJo . II 

growers. 
A webSite wtth many 

recommendauons and 
tdeas ts located at: http:/ I 
www. mccc. msu. edu / 
states/ iowa_ccactivities. 
html#USDAARSNSTL 
and will be available to 
provide information in 
your farrrung and garden­
ing. If you have questions 
or thoughts about cover 
crops, please contact your 
local USDA office to seek 
gutdance and porcntial 
cost share assistance to 
help w1th the establish­
ment of the programs. 

' 



Legislators host constituents, 
discuss water quality 

Sen. Dave Johnson 
(R.Ocheyedan) and 
Rep. John Wills 
(R-Splrlt Lake) 
met with Derek 
Namanny and Jim 
Sholly from Spirit 
Lake at the Capitol 
this week. Derek 
and Jim visited the 
Statehouse to dis­
cuss water quality 
Issues with legis­
lators. Pictured 
are Jim Sholly, 
Sen. Johnson, Rep. 
Wills, and Derek 
Namanny. 

DNR: Iowans create water quality success 
'fhe efforts of lo\\.ms 

an 201 ~ to tmprove low ;a\ 
b.kes, nv~r"S ~nd streams 
have rc'.oiuhcd tn succe~s 

stone acrus~ the st..uc omd 
more cftort' .uc undcrW.l)' 
for 2015. \X'orkong w1th 
groups sutcv.'ldc, mcludmg 
the lmu DNR"s Watershed 
Improvement Program, 
IU\\"'Ul arc m~klng ch:m~cs 
on the land to tmpro\'C our 
water 

\\ hat we each do 
mdJvtdu.1lly on our land, 
~·hether u's an urb:.m yud 
•Jr a Lum tield, ha~"o ,jfi 

unpaC't on w;~.tcr qualtty 
but when '\\e come together 
• local ~,'roups Jnd tlunk 
strategt(.ally, u.·c can make 
a b1~ 1mpact, · S:i.ld DNR 
Dtrector Chuck G1pp. "This 
approJch benefits not only 
w;a~tr quili~·. but lowJ. 
commumue.... .I" tmprovcd 
water quality often result~ m 

,, bencr qu:ility of lJfe. {,rc:.u 
thhmg and hunung crc:.ltC\ 
toun!-m, ktd!-. have clc:ant:r 
w.ucr to pia\' .tnd 'w1m tn, 
.tnd tmpron:ment!' can help 
dnnktn~ ,,:ater ' 

The ONR work~ wtth 
other state .tnd fc:dcul 
JgencJcS to help loW,lOS 
organi7C local md rcg10nal 
w.uer..,hcd tmpro\·cmcnt 
cfforb b,· prondtng 
tcchntcal ~nd financta.l 
a!-c;,tst mcc to create long 
term, comprc:hen-.1\·c plan .... 
\X'uh watershed man:lgc:mcnt 
pl.ms,loca..l groups work wtth 
landowncf<;. :md rcstdcnts to 
m1.ke change!- on the l:md 
m .tre=-~ that can m:tl..c the 
large~t tmp.lct on water 
qualny 

For example, the cact..lc ot 
pheasant'\ has returned odf •ng 
the north and wc!'lt ~tdcs _,f 
OkoboJI View (,olf Cour\e 
tn Sptm 1.$(! :tftcr l mator 

\'.ttcn.hcd tmprovcment 
proJect crc.ucd wetland~ .1:1d 
nam·c pr .unc on 350 .1crcs 
The 1,""00 acre" of lAnd that 
now through the pro1ect SltC 

were tdcntificd Js a m;aJor 
conmburor of \tit to \X'cst 
OkoboJI !..Ike, <endmg .m 
esumatcd 480 tons to the 
lake \\1th each 2-mch ra.JJl. 

''Tlus was a urge ted proJeCt 
m a urgc;tcd watershed and 
we knew collccm·cly there 
\H:re o;enous Jo;sues here, 
satd Chno; L.1Ruc, D R 
wtldhtc htologt!llt. 

The arc.1 became 
aar.;u:Uvc to wi.ldhfc almost 
tmmedt:ltel)· \X'ctlands 
planted m rye provided food 
.md cu\ cr tor ducks, And 
the nan' c prame I"' home to 
phca~ants, doves and m:my 
dtvcr.;c "'pcctcs of birds. 

Part of the prOJC'Ct 
Included re<,~onnv; two 
crtUcal u.ctl:tnds on the golf 

cour,e. One of the wetland ... 
elimtnated ~m .trc.l on the 
~oa < nuro;e that was a btt of 
.tn eyesore and often too wet 
'I can't rcc;all my negutve 

comments, other than one 
or two hole arc more 
difficult." s;ud Curt Schnell. 
who owns the cou.rse wtth 
his brother; Dan ;and Steve, 
'It's been re2.l pos1uve. 

The: Iowa Great Lakes 
'itory, as well ao; other success 
storle'i from 2014, arc 
h1ghh!(hted m "\'('orkmg for 
Clean \\'ater: 2014 Watef'hed 
Improvement Succe c;es 10 

Iowa," a bookJet .n·allable at 
WW\\'.Iowadnr.gov 

Por more mformatlon 
on the: DNR's w.ucrshed 
tmprovemcnt efforts, 
conuct Steve Hoplons at 
515-725-8390 or At tephen 
H opk 1ns@dnr.1owa.gov 
or \'tsithttp:/ /watershed. 
towddnr.go,· 

LEGISLATORS HOST CONSTITUENTS 
Reps. John Wills (R.Splrlt 
Lake) and Megan Jones 
(R..Sioux Rapids) met 
with members of the Iowa 
Department of Agriculture 
and Land Stewardship 
and the Iowa Great Lakes 
Watershed Project at the 
Capitol this week. Jennifer 
Welch from Woodward and 
Derek Namanny and Jlm 
Sholly from Spirit Lake visit­
ed the Statehouse to attend 
the Iowa Conservation 
Partnership Day on the Hill. 
Pictured are Rep. Wills, Jim 
Sholly, Jennifer Welch, Derek 
Namanny, and Rep. Jones. 

Students, 
teachers 
learn 
through 
outdoor 
classroom 

BY BRANDON HURLEY 
STAFF WRITER 

It W>.Sn't exactly a fidd tnp but 
It may have fdr Wte one for local 
sixth gnden. 

Their lessons were taught 
ou"ide for the day, at the 
Kettleson-Hogsback Wildlife 
Management Au.• 

The 37th 2nnual Outdoor 
Clas.,oom took place Thun<by, 
SepL I 0 a· the D R owned land 
The cvmr W>.S sponsored by the 
D1ckinson Soil and Conserv>non 
Comrruss1oners wtth • goal to 
get studen~ out m naru.re and 
expenence what Dickinson Cowlty 
Ius to offer. 

"We want the lads (to have) an 
mcreased understlndmg of the 
enVlrOnment and the wodd that 
we live m;• s;ud DJclanson Soil 
and \l'ater Conservation Dtsmct 
stne secretary Maxme Buder, who 
coorduutes the event eo.ch y= 

One-hundred CJghty-SIX srudencs 
from Hams-We Puk, OkoboJI and 
Sptnt We anended the outdoor 
progrun, le=ung about anytlung 
trom wetlands and soil health to 
grasslands and local wildhfe. The 
<emng plays a big role m the 
211r1ual program as well. Kertleson­
Hogslnck IS located near county 
road M-49. wluch IS a few miles 
north of Sp10t We 

''A lot of lads, and I was Just as 
guilt)• of It lMng here for 25 or so 

q - Jic - 1 ':I 
OUTDOOR CLASSROOM 

continued on page 2A 
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USDA seeking Prairie Pothole 
conservation applications 

USD. \'s l\ atural Resources 
Conservation tr\'ice 
(NRCS) is seeking addtoonal 
•pplications from Jandown· 
ers m Iowa's pr.urie pothole 
regton to unplement con­
scn·aoon pracoccs that help 
protet.t gra.o;,slands and wet­
lands for improved wildlife 
habitat. 

NRCS " commltting up 
to S35 million &om 2014-16 
m the Pnurie Pothole r<g~on, 
wh1ch inc.ludcs north ccn­
tml Iowa. Pratrie Pothole 
farmer.-. m Iowa have until 
April 17 to sign up for the 
proJeCt 1n their local NRCS 
office ro receive prionty 
fundtng. 

A combination of pro­
gram oftermgs and parmer~ 
sh1ps will pro\'!de farmer,; 
acccs!<. to a mix of tec.hru­
cal and financial .lssistance 
opportunities to re~tore 

wetlands and grasslands 
and help mmgate a recent 
region.'!l trend of conversion 
of these lands to crops. 

The pr:urie pothole 
region includes much of 
north central Iowa as well as 
parts of .Minnesota, orth 
and South Dakota, and 
l\lont:ma. The area provtdes 
criocill brecrung and nest· 
mg habitat for more than 
60 percent of the naoon's 
migratory waterfowL 

The r<g~on provides vital 

water storage to reduce 
Aoodtng and improve water 
quality, and has rremendous 
potennal to store carbon in 
soils and b1omass, which 
reduces the level of carbon 
dtoxide m the aonosphere, 
one of the leadtng green 
house gases contributing to 
climate change. 

ProJeCt fundtng will be 
distnbuted through the 
Environmental Quality 
lncenovcs Program (EQrP), 

·the agency's largest conser-
vation program, which will 
help producers with e•-p!t· 
ing Conservanon Reserve 
Program (CRP) conrracts 
ke~ lands as work-

mg grasslands or haylands 
through implementation 
of prescribed graw~g and 
other conscrvanon prac· 

For more mformatton 
about these opponuruoes, 
viSit a local RCS field 
office or the NRCS web-

DCN 
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1 City of Spirit Lake earns 2015 
Iowa Stormwater Award 

In 2012, the city of 
Spint Ukc hired engineer 
Brad Beck with Beck 
Eng;neccing. Inc. to plan 
measure~ to 1mprovc a 
Storm sewer system that 
\vas overtaxed. At che same 
time, ther asked Beck ro 
try and reduce the quantity 
of water and to imprO\'C: 

the qual•n· of \\-ater that 
r~ches Center L'\kc. 

Center Lake 1s a 
system that typtcally 
has tremendous algae 
blooms. The 20 LID 
Pracoces desigoed by Beck 
Engineering were found 
to be quite costly with an 
esnmate of over $1 millio"' 
but the aty mO\·ed ahead 

with the process regardless 
and forged a partnership to 
accomplish dus task. 11us 
proJect treats a full one tlurd 
of the phys•cal portion of 
the watershed of Center 
Lake and stops o\·er '"'~2 

pounds of phosphorous 
from emcrmg the lake e:>ch 
year. 

Theprojcctwascompletcd 
m 2014 and included 14 
bio-retenrion cells, 6 bio­
swale:;;. one pocket wetland, 
and one permeable paver 
section The project 
took a large amount of 
coordination, cooperation 
from the public, and 
cooperation from the 
various ennocs who were 

mvolved. 
The project was 

constructed 10 the Clt}' 

of Spirit L.1ke nght-of­
way, Iowa Department of 
Transportaoon nght-of-war 
and on pm-ate property. 

The low-Impact 
development pracnces 
capture, cool, filter and 
ttc:at storm water runoff 
from a largely unperviou• 
watct'hed and helps 
to resrore the urban 
landscape to its previous 
pervious condition before 
development. Project 
parmers mclude many local 
property owners for the 
donation of land and the 
L1kes Regional Hospital, 

who built a lot of these 
practices as part of their 
addition and renovation. 

\ large amount of 
sediment, anti-freeze, oils 
and other contammants 
that used to Aow dtrecdy 
mto the lake a.re now 
filtered and created by 
chese practices prior to 
entenng the lake. The city 
of Spirit Lake has been, 
and continues to prove that 
they are, a state-wide ie:>der 
in urban conservation 
and protecting the 
environment This project 
protects a lake and 
improves the quality of 
life m and around Center 
Lake. 
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:~COfumunicy_~ 
Area hosts we Pedal Clean 
Water bike ride event 

When a c:undrop falls 
in the lowa Great Lakes 
region. it can take many 
paths before entering one 
of the lakes. 

The path that watec takes 
duoughout the lowa Great 
Lakes watecshed 11Tlpacts 
water quality, and the public 
can make a difference in 
that process. 

Take pan tn the We 
Pedal Clean Water btke 
rtdc aturday, June 13, 
and learn about how local 
people and orgaruzations 
are makJng a diffecence tn 
water quality. 

Register 7:30-9 a.m. at the 
D1ckJnson County Natuce 
C.cnter tn Okoboji and 
head out on the nde 8 a.m.­
noon. The apprOJumately 
20-mile nde around West 
l.,ke Okoboji will tnclude 
several stop!ii: 

Dramage District o. 
'2· What 1s a watecshed? 
2. Historic Arnolds Park: 
How pen.'lous pavers filter 
w~rer. 

l. \lilfocd Municipal 
C nltcy shoreline: The role 

native vegetation plays m 
stabi!iztng shorelines. 
4. West 0 Beer: 
Sustainable water use. 
5. Garlock Slough 
wedand complex: 
Wedand Restoration & 
Enhancement programs. 
6. Emerson Bay State 
Park: Soil health. 
7. Iowa Lakeside Lab: 
Water quality research and 
morutonng. 
8. Okoboji View 
Golf Course: Wedand 
restoration proJect. 
9. Monarch Cove: How 
bio-cells funcnon. 

'The educational stops 
along the route highlight 
efforts being made to 
protect watec quality tn 
the lowa Great Lakes," 
said Iowa Gceat Lakes 
watershed coordinator 
Jim Sholly. "Many of the 
practices showcased durmg 
the event could be tncluded 
toto cveryooc,s home 
landscaping plans." 

The D1ckinson County 
Conservaoon Board and 
Dickinson Counry Soil 

& Water Conservation 
DistriCt are pleased to 
partner w1th Historic 
Arnolds Park's !25th 
anniversary celebration for 
the We Pedal Clean Water 
ode June 13. 

"We'ce very excited the 
b1ke ride has connnued 
foe the second yeac and 
has even grown m irs 
scope," sa1d Karess 
Knudtson, Dickinson 
Counry Conservation 
environmental education 
coordinator. 

"Th1s family-friendly 
event serves ro commend 
cesidents of the Iowa 
Great Lakes who have 
come together to promote 
cespons1ble and suswnable 
water qualiry iruriaoves," 
Sholly s:ud. "Novtce and 
seasoned ridecs alike will 
enjoy the trip around West 
Okoboji designed to offec 
a litde education along the 
way." 

Wacer, donated by West 
0 Beer, will be provided 
at each station, and 
bathrooms will be available 
at sevend stops. 

Pre-register for the 
event at www.dickinsoo­
countynaturecenter.com/ 
ev("nt-registratioo. Pre­
registration that includes 
a commemorative T-shin 
IS $1 0; pre-regtstration is 
also available for free for 
those who do not want a 
shm. Those who register 
the morning of the ride 
will not pay a registration 
fee but will not receive a 
T-slurt. 

The event will conclude 
at the Dickinson County 
Nature Center m Okoboji, 
where riders will have an 
opportunity to talk with 
local conservation profes­
SIOnals. Stop ins1de to see a 
variety of exhibits and live 
animals and stick around 
for the nature center's first 
outdoor concert 7 p.m. 
that everung. 

For more informaoon on 
the We Pedal Clean Water 
nde or other Dickinson 
Counry Conservation 
Board events, visit www. 
dickinsoncountynaturecen­
ter.com or call 712-336-
6352. 

lOA comtnunity 
Little Swan Lake restoration j 
project open house I 

construcoon scheduled to begm next 
$ummer, 1£ all goes well 

The Iowa Deparanent of atural 
Resources. Ducks Unhmited, and 
members of the Dtck.inson County 
Clean \X'ater Alliance mvitc: the public 
to a short presentatlon and open bouse 
from 6:30 . 8 p.m. Tuesday, Au~ 25 at 
Lttde Swan Lake Winery on the south 
shore of Ltcde Swan Lake. The meenng 
will co\'er the upcorrung restoration 
prOJeCt of Lttde Swan Lake. 

Water qualJty and habitat in 
th1s lake has degraded over nme, 
pro,Ttdang_ reduced benefit to _ fish 
and wildhfe. Little Swan Lake ts an 

extremely Important wacer body 
located on the east stde of Dtckinson 
County When healthy, Lude Swan 
Lake is an important fisher)', pro,ridc:s 
wildlife habttat, and filters water 
before it reaches the \X1est Fork of the 
Des Momes River. 

Tht< project was prompted by the 
failure of the exasring oudct structure 
on Uttlc Swan Lake, prompong the 
lowa DNR and Its partnerS to renovate 
the l.ake and iostall a new outlet 
structure. SurYey and design phases 
of the pro)ect are tn the works, with 

This meeung will pro\•ide- locals an I 
opporturuty to view general destgn 
crirena of stmilar projects and to learn 
more about shallow lake and wedand 
managl!ment, its benefits for water 
qualtty, plants, fish. dntmals, and public 
u~e. The reno\'arion plan includes A 

drawdown which '"111 sumulate plant 
growth, eliminate common carp, and 
compact the bottom sedtments. 

Lttde Swan Lake Winery " located 
at 1350 320th A,·enue to Superior. 



Dickinson SWCD granted $150,000 1 

for local water quality projects 
BY BRANDON HURLEY 

STAFF WRITER 

The Dickinson Soil and 
Water Conservation District is 
now accepting applicaniS &om 
landowners and businesses in 
need of funding for woter 
qu:ility ~mprova:nent pto)<Cts. 

The local otgani>aoon wos 
aw:uded $150,000 for use 1t1 

new ptoJc:ciS over the next 12 
months. 

The Iowa Great Lakes 
Watershed Project, an enO· 
ty of the Soil and Water 
Conserv2tion District, is 
focused on Dickinson County 
\V'Ilter quality, continually 
wodang with snull businesses, 
homeowners and commercial 
properties ro unprove water 
qu:ility and halt poUuoon. 

The Iowa Great Watershed 
IS currently accepong appli· 
caniS for future water qual· 
tty projects. The S I 50,000 
grant money will go directly 
tow:ud each selected proJect. 
Any restdent or business in the 
Iowa Great Lakes IS digtble 
to reccrve assistance for IO\\• 
tmpact water qu:ility develop­
ments. 

Evidence of current croSJon 
IS one of the largest detemllll· 
mg factors. Watershed Project 
employees Sift through a wide 
nngc: of applicants. 

"(The erosion) could be 
along a steep shorehne, a guUy 
dtrough a com fidel, or an area 
of conccntratcxl flow between 
honses," said Iowa Great Lakes 
Wa~hedProjectCoordinaror 

• IMPORTANT DATES FOR NON-PROm 
OR GOVERNMENT GRANT APPUCAnON 
The DiCkinson County Water ~allty Commis$kln wm also $000 be acc:epbre 
fiOill)tOfi'l or ga.oemment applicants for water qualrty fundii'C. Important 
apPitaUon dates can be foufld betow 

• Joly 31 - Request lor AwOocatlonsiRRIJ bejlns 
• 2 p.m. Ale. 27 -Water Quality Commission Help Session 
USDA NaWtal Resources ConsetvatiOn SeMce off.ee, Sp.nt Lake 
• Oct. 1 - Grant applk:atlons due to Ok:IUnson SWCO by 4:.30 p.m. 

A,pplic:IUons """be accepted tor artt water qualrty prOject from a non.proti1 
orpmzauon or catemmenta1 a&encr wtllth lmprows the water quarny of the 
Jowa Great Lakes, SLiver Lake. and Little Swan l.M.e jn Dickinson County. 

Jun ShoUl' 'We also work with 
landowner.; - rural or urban -
who h2ve an open area chat 
could be used to slow down 
and mfih:rate advancing ram 
w.uer before tt reaches a stonn 
sewer mtake to the lake." 

ShoUy hopes to hdp farm­
en become more environ~ 

menoilly-&iendly as well. 
"Wiule many projeciS have 

focused on the urban land· 
scapc, we also work with the 
landowner and tenant farm. 
ers in the area who want to 

10dude water qu:ility iniciaoves 
mto their farm plans," the 
proJect coordinator satd. 

The Wa~hed ProJect only 
uses the grant money and pri­
vate funding to complete local 
projects. They don't want to 
create an ext.r.t burden on a 
landowner or busmess.. 

"We provide free of cl=ge 
our experose and planrung 
to ensure pav:ue invcsunent 
and grant doUars an: aclueving 
the best bang for thett buck," 
Sholly said. 

\Vatershed experts have 
spent the liiSt 10 years USUlg 
$1.2 million 1t1 grant money 
and SSOO,OOO 10 private funds 
successfully consttucnng sev­
eral different water quality 
proJects throughout the area. 

"\Vstlun ow office IS a 
dedicated group of folks wtth 
decades of experience across 
a w:~de ntngc of con~oon 
centered proJects," ShoUj said. 

Most recend)•. the orga-
11l220on funded and built 
the low tmpact develop­
ment surrounding the Lakes 
Reg10nal Healthcare expan· 
sion, completed 1t1 May 2014. 
Resca.rchers found run-off 
from everyday traffic at the 
hosp1cil was flowmg into the 
sewers and into nearby Center 
Lake, threaterung the water 
qu:ility. 

The Iowa Great Lakes 
Watershed, in cooperation 
wtth the ho>plcil, built several 
bio-rerenuon cells, b1o-SW2..les, 
paver systems (brick laying) 
and an urban wedand. Bio-

... 

swales incorporate vegetation 
or compo" built mto the land· 
scapc, which filter out silt and 
poUucion &om surface run~ 

off The structw<: IS slighdy 
sloped allowing It to dtrcct 
the water mto the veget:mon. 
Bio-rctention cells remove 
silt &om storm water runoff 
as well The LRH aunpus IS 

now home to a handful of 
b1o-retenoon ponds, but bto 
retenaon cells can also be a 
gr:tssy area or a sand bed. 
Wedands are also ltlStrumencil 
1n unproving water quality, in 
part due ro the natural 61tenng 
ability of the naove veg=· 
a on. 

OuiStde of the hosp•cil, the 
Wa~hed Project has worked 
wtth .everal Wte shore hom· 
eowners as well dctc:rior.uing 
shotelines increase the likdi· 
hood of pavate run-off pol· 
Iuong the Wtes. 

"\Ve have been very acavc 
worlang With (them) to reha­
bilitate eroding shorelines 
that have become OVetgroWll 

with undesinble vegetaoon," 
Sholly saJd. "We return them 
to a native prainc state. That 
has been met with gr-eat suc· 
cess and many neighbors 
have requested informanoo 
about how that practice can 
be extended across thett prop­
erty." 

For any residenr:s interested 
10 hdpmg protect thor Wtes 
and the possibility for water 
quality assistance, Jtm ShoUy 
can be reached at 712-336-
3782 Ext 3. 

DCN 
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Cost share 
available for 
conservation in 

~c~~~~~~~~~~~?un_ty 
Conservaooo Dtstrict Ch . o.n tnh.ib~rors. A 
Chns Hoffman o Jul:ur, maJor poroon of the district's 

• n Y state funds will be all 
I 0 announced that fund r th ocated 

. s ror ese pracaces. 
are available to help local Other 

conservation 
practices eligible for assistance 
through thiS program mdude 
ternces, waterways, ponds, 
buffers, and several other 

.farmers and landowners 
mstall conservation practices 
through the Iowa Doparttncnt 
of Agnculture and Laod 
Stewardsrup {IDALS) cost 

1 
share program. Interested 
farmers and landowners 
should contact the D•clanson 
distcct office by calling 712-
336-3782, Ext 3. Financtal 
asststance is av.ulable up to 
SO percent percent of the 

pnctices. 

The Dtcktnson Staff 
with IDALS aod the 
USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service assure 
the techrucal quality of the 
pr:tcnces and further, hdp 
farmers dC\reJop cooseC'\1'3tion 
plans for their farms. 

project COSl 

'The cost share program 
/" a partner.orup between the 

distcctand local landowners to 
help getconservaoon prnccices 
on the land that pre\·ent soil 
erosJon and protect water 
quality," Hoffman said. "Now 
" the orne for farmers to plan 
ahead." 

Ths year the diso:icr will 
also encourage cover crops 
and related managemem 
pracaces such as no-till and 

"These funds are a great 
Investment by the state 
and historically, farmers 
contnbute $1.50 for each 
dollar invested by the St2te," 

Hoffman saJd. "There 
conunucs to ~ strong 
Interest m the cost share 
program. Since there arc 
funds 0\'lul.able, farmers are 
encouraged to contact our 
office discus.~ various opaons 
for thw farm." 
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'We Pedal Clean Water' ride announced 
\X'hen a nmdrop &lis in 

the lo\\".t Gn:at l..kes r<g~on, 
It can lllke many paths before 
entenng one of the lakes. 

The path that water takes 
throughout the Iowa Great 
Lakes wateNhed tmpacts 
the quality of our water, and 
participants tn an upcoming 
event can make a difference 
m the process. 

The "We Pedal Clean 
Water" bilte ode Saturday, 
June 13, will showcase the 
effotts of local residents and 
organt7.aoon members who 
are making a clifference tn 

water quality. 
Registraoon lllkes pbce 

7:30-9 a.m. at the D•clanson 
Count)' Nature Center in 
OkoboJL The ode lllkes pbce 
from 8 a.m. to noon. The 
approl<llllatdy 20-mile ode 
around West Lake OkoboJI 
willmcludc seveeal stops: 

• Drainage District No. 22 -
What is a watershed? 
· Historic Arnolds Park - How 

pervious pavers fitter watPr. 
• Mmord Municipal Utility 
shoreline: The role native 
vegetation plays In stablllvng 
shorelines. 
· West 0 Beer- Sustainable 
water use. 
· Garlock Slough wetland 
complex - Wetland restoration 
and enhancement programs. 
· Emerson Bay State Park -
So11 health. 
· Iowa Lakeside lab -
water quality research and 
monitoring. 
· Okoboji View Golf Course -
WeUand restoration project. 
• Monarch Cove- How blo­
cells function. 

"The educanonal stops 
along the route lughlight 
effotts bang made to pro-­
tect water quality m the Iowa 
Great Likes,'' saJd Iowa Great 
Lakes wotershed coordma· 
tor Jim Sholly. "Many of the 
practices showcased dunng 
the event could be mcluded 
into C\'eryone's home land­
scapmgphns." 

The 0Jclanson County 
Coosetv2t1on Board and 

D1ckmson County Soil & 
Water Conservation Dtstnct 
are pleased to partner Wlth 
Histone Arnolds Park's I 25th 
anniversary celebration for 
the We Pedal Clean Water 
ode June 13. 

"We're very excited the bike 
ride ha." continued for the sec­
ond year and has even grown 
m 1ts scope," said Karess 
Knudtson, Dtclonson County 
Conservation environmenml 
educaoon coonhnator. 

Water, donated by West 0 
lker, will be prm.;ded at each 
staaon, and bathrocms will 
be av:ulable at several stops. 

"11us family.fneodly event 
serves to commend res1dents 
of the Iowa Great Lakes who 
have come together to pro­
mote responsible and sustam­
able water quality iruoanves," 
Sholly SaJd. ''Novice and S<.'ll­

soned nders alike will enJOY 
the mp around West Okoboji 
desJglled to offer • little edu· 
canon a1ong the way." 

Pre-register for the event 

at www.d.tckmsoncountyna· 
rurecenter.com/ event·reg~s­
tr.nion. Pre-registration with 
a commemoraave T-slurt is 
SJO; pre·regiScr:ttion is also 
av:ulable for free for those 
who do not wam a shirt. 
Those who regu;ter the morn­
tng of the nde will not pay a 
tegiStr.lDOn fee, but will not 
receive a Tshut.. 

The event will conclude at 
the DJclonson County Nature 
Centet tn OkoboJ~ where od­
ers wiU have an opportunity 
to talk w1th local con~rvn­
tion professionals. Guest are 
invited to stop inside to ~e 
a variety of exhibus and live 
anunals and stick around for 
the nature center's first out­
door concert 7 p.m. that e\'e­
nln!} 

For more mformation on 
the We Pedal Clean Water tide 
or other D•clanson County 
Conservation Board events, 
visit wwv.tdtclansoncoumyna­
turecenceLcom or call 712-
336-6352. 
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10B education 
Blake Uneweaver wins 
conservation scholarship 

( on<ervanon District< of Iowa (CD!) 
.u1d rh< Dtckinson County Sot! and Water 
l.onscrvacion District o\nnounced that Blake 
Lineweaver of filford was ~elected to 
receive 53,000 as the second-place winner 
of the: Con5ervacion DJStricts of Iowa 
Schnlar>htp. 

l.mewea,·cr was Initially chosen for the 
Dickinson Soil and \X'ater Consen"ation 
DistriCt l·oundatton scholarship in the 
amount of 500. His application was then 
forwarded ro compete in the regional and 
state le\"el of the rot schol.u:shtp. 

Scholarships are awarded to students 
pursumg a college eduC2tlOn an conscrv:ltlon 
and/or agnculture and who show leadershtp 
and scholasoc achievement. 

Unc,,·eaver h:ts been active in Future 
Farmers of America and has just been 
named the \'(' Vice Pre<tdent for 2016-17 
A member of the Okoboji lltgh chool 
scntor cla~s. he has competcJ 1n cross 
country and music and IS a member of 
rh< Thesptan Socteq·, Key Clnb, Nanonal 
Honor Soctcty and Art Soc:tety. 

He .tlso partictpated an Youth tn 

PhtiAnthropy and St. Albans' youth group. 
I Jnewea\'er wdl graduate from Okoboji Hlgh 
Sch<K>l on \fa}· 29, 2016, and plans to attend 

Iowa Scare Universaty. He is the son of Eric 
and Tammy I jneweaver of Milford. 

Together, Conservaoon Dtstnct of Iowa 
and the I 00 Soil and \X'ater Conservanon 
Dismcts 10 Iowa fund and implement the 
scholarship program as part of their mission 
to protect and enhance soil. water and other 
narural resources \'aluablc to Iowa. 

uJ5 IG::> 

Blake Lineweaver Is State 2nd 
Place Winner Of Iowa Scholarship 

Conservation Dtslricls of Iowa (CD!) and the Dtckinson 
County Soil and Water Comervation District are pleased to an­
nounce !hal Blake Lineweaver 
ha> been selected to recctve 
$3.000 as I he Stale 2nd Place 
Winner of lhe Conser\"allon 
Districts of Iowa Scholarshtp. 
Blake was initially chosen for 
the Dickinson Soil and Water 
Conservallon District Founda­
llon scholarslup m lhe amoum 
of $500. His application was 
then forwarded to compete m 
I he Regional and Stale level of 
lhe COl scholarship. 

Scholarshtps arc awarded 
to studenh pumting a college 
education in conservation and/or agriculture and who shows 
leadership and schola>lic achievement. 

Blake has been aclive in lhe Future Farmers of Amenca Or­
gamzalion and h"' ju\1 been named lhe NW Vice President for 
2016-17. A member of the Okoboji High School senior class. 
he has competed in Cross Country and Music and is a member 
of the Thespian Society. Key Club. a tiona! Honor Society and 
Art ociety He also pantcipated "ilh Youth in Philanthropy 
and St. Albans· Youth Group. Blake will graduate from Okoboji 
I hgh School on May 29, 2016 and plans 10 ancnd Iowa Stale 
Universtly He is the son of Eric and Tammy Lmeweavcr of 
Milford 

Together, Conservauon Otstricls of Iowa and the 100 Soil 
and Water Conservation Dtslricls m Iowa, fund and tmplement 
lhc scholarship program as part of thetr misszon to protect and 
enhance soil, water, and other natural resources valuable to our 
\tate 



BY WILL MUSGROVE 
STAFF WRITER 

Three years ago, State Rep. John Wills 
and some Dickinson County conservation 
groups wanted to do sometlung to help 
improve water quality in the area. 

Those early Clean \X1ater Summits have 
set the stage for Pram.e Lakes Conference 
Aug. 11-12 at Arrowwood Resort and 
Conference Center in OkobOJI. 

"It kind of grew from a small seed 
and became a huge oak tree," Wills s:ud. 
u\Ve wanted to make something where 
the mam tdea. was water quahty, but )'OU 

could dNert to all sorts of water-related 
tssues. We used to just talk about what we 
have done and what we were gomg ro do. 

becorrung more orgamzed. ' 
The theme of the conference ts: 

''\Vorking together for water quahty." 
lc will focus on a \·ariety of topics 
surroundmg water quality and the sacncc 
behind IL Organizers expect the evcnr 
to touch on three related toptcs: lake 
ecology, watershed treatment, and the 
human dimension 

"It is gomg to focuo; m:unly on anything 
to do wtth Praine Llkes systems,·• \\"ills 
sa1d. "They are typic:illy sh:Uiow lakes. 
The)' are kind of uru(tuc, '\O we w.mted to 
develop something that \\.'Ould focu" on 
that area. \X"c think we hne "good niche 
to sell." 

PRAIRIE LAKES 
continued on page 3A ow we are taking that one final step and 

PHOTO SUBMITTED 
Conservation professionals and the public attend the Clean Water Summit In Spirit Lake 
held In the summer of 2015. This year, the Prairie Lakes Conference hopes to have a larger 
Impact through Its theme: "Working together for water quality." 3-3o-/ 

----~~~====================~+ 

Funding For Conservation 
Practices Available 

PRAIRIE LAKES 

The Dickinson Soil and Water Conservation District Chair. 
Chris Hoffman, ha announced today that funding will be avail­
able for local fanners and landowne" to assist in the installa­
l!on of conservation practices through the lo" a Department of 
Agriculture and Land Stewardship( JDALS) cost-share program. 
Interested famrcr>and lando\\ners should contact the D1ckinson 
district oft ice hy calling 712-336-3782, Ext 3 

"The cost share progmm is a partner.oh1p between the Distnct 
anti local landowners to help get conservation practices on the 
land that pn!vcnt soil erosion and protect water quality. Now is 
the time f01 fanners to plan ahead," sa1d Hoffman 

ThiS )Car, the DIStrict \\ill be encouraging cover crops 10 

wh1ch JI)ALS w1ll provide financial assistance to local SWCD 
offices 10 incenti\·izc their use. Cover crops are extremely 
beneficial tn reducing erosion. retainmg nutrients. combating 
weeds. wh1lc at tht! same time irnpro\'ing water and soil qual­
ity. Related management practices such as no-till, stnp till. and 
rid•c till, arc also bemg encourdged 

The co~t-~hare rates are variable and depend on the practice 
used.l'anners should become famiharwllh the detruls by calling 
or v1siting the di~trict offic<! 
Other con~ervauon practices eligible for assi tance through this 
program 1nclude grass waterways.grade control structures, w1nd 
bre~k as well as several other practlces 

The Dickinson Staff with IDALS and the USDA atural 
Resources Conser\·ation Service assure the techmcal quality 
of the practices and further, help fanners develop conservation 
plans for their farms 

"1l1ese funds are a great investment by the state 10 an effort 
to reduce erosion, improve water quality. Since there are funds 
available, farmers are asked to contact oar office to discuss 
va1ious options for their farm." Hoffman further commented 

-1-1'1 - L'-

continued from page 1A 

DaVId Thoreson will be the 
keynote speaker at the event. 
Thoreson is a photographer 
and envt.ronmentalist who 
uses stories &om lus past 
expenences to show the 
tnterconnecttvlty among 
people, land, and water. 

\Vills expects around 
200 people to attend the 
conference. Attendees will 
be a rrux of cooservaoon 
professionals and the general 
pubbc. 

"I thmk thJS IS gomg to 
be reg~on w1de," he said. "A 
lot of professtonal people 
are gomg to come to tlus 
and learn new techniques to 

Improve water quality. We 
are also keepmg It open to 
everyone. You are going to 

sec the 'average Joe, &om 
D1clanson Counry wantmg 
ro attend and learn what 
they can do to their own 
backyard." 

Organizers have been 
faced Wlth some challenges 
dunng the planrung process. 
~~en we firs[ presented 

the idea to a number of 
folks, we got the feedback 
that 11 wilSn't poss1ble, that 
It was too small of an area 
and that we daln't have the 
facili~es to do 11," Wills said. 
uonce we clea.red these 

things, we started really 
planning 1~ By January 1st, 
we had a clear outline of 
what we wanted to do." 

The conference coi.nades 
Wlth Clean Water Week, 
wluch IS Aug. 10-13 1n the 
Iowa G reat Lakes Area. 
Several acovtoes will be 
held dunng tlus week, such 
as ~oil H ealth Field P •y 
~nd We Pedal Clc:a.Q. Water 
conservation }?ike rtd,:; Tbe 
week will conclude with 
the Blue Water Festtval 
tn P reservation Plaza in 
Arnolds Park. 

~cr was also instrumental 
10 the Blue Water Festival," 

Wills said. ''My dream has 
always been that they start 
to become one b~g fes~val, 
make the conference and 
the concert a weelclong 
celebration of clean water. 
We are starting to merge 
into that. J tlunk that dream 
IS becoming a realiry." 

To register, go to plciowa. 
com. The lilQ;{~~on 
cost mc.li1~s10n, 
meals, alid -~an evening 
social on Aug 11. For more 
tnformauon abou[ the 
Prame Lakes Conference, 
vistt plciowa.com or email 
mfo@plaowa.com. 
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Understanding watersheds: 
we are all part of the solution 

steve 

mom en~. 
know. when you !Ouddenly 
get th1s enlightenment of 
snmethin~ you rrught have 
alrc~1dv known about, but not 
rcallv . undu-<rood. This past 
\\ eek I h:.ad one of those. 
~toke lhwkin<,john Wills and 
I "'ere vi~1ting about water 
cLtnty and how much of an 
1mp:'lct runoff ha-.on our lo\va 
( m.:.tt J .ake5.. \X'e d1~cussed the 
tmmen~iry of d1c Iowa Great 
I •kc Watershed, a totll of 
.lpproXJmatdy 90,631 acres! 
\\owl 

J11at's when it hit me. 1o 
nl.1lfcr where we lh·e in the 
Iowa Vreat l.akc:s \X'atc:rshed, 
etch of us impacts iL So, a 
farmC':r m southern Minne.sota, 
an acreage own..:r J. few 
rrulc. from \\est OkoboJI, a 
homeowner on one of our 
hk~ or a restdent in one 
of our commuruties .. we all 
d1rcctly tmpact the bodies 
of \\1\tt:r m the Iowa Gr~t 
Lakes 

\\.,cr;hed 
\\'hat docs that really mean? 

If \\.e are miles from a L'lke or 
stream, how can we have an 
unpact on that water? \'\That 
ex.1crJv is a v."3ter.;hed, and 
who care~? Here is a lmle 
bal'kground. f'lrSt, there is 
the Urutcd States Geolog~cal 
Survey, a sc1entific agency for 
the: United St.J.tes government, 
that 5tudics 1ust this: the 
c<mmry's bndsc.ape. its natural 
resources and hazards that 
mi~t threaten lt. 

llc.re is their definition of 
a w.uer;;hed. A \\."atershed ts 
an area of land that drams 
all the stream~ md rainfall 
to a common oudct such as 
rJ1c outflow of a reservoir, 
mourh of a. bay, or any pomt 
along a stream channel It 
is further explained m thi-. 
\\~ay ,\ watershed conststs of 
surface w.ner--lakes.. screams, 
rc'crvolrs.. and wetlands-and 
all the undcrlymg ground 
water. I .arger watersheds 
contain many smaller 
watershed~ It all depends on 

PHOTO BY STEVE WEISMAN 

The Iowa Great Lakes Watershed Includes 90,631 acres. Once the lakes are 
full , much of the excess water will exit out of Lower Gar. 

the outflow pmn~ ill of the 
land that drains w·.ater to the 
outflow potnt ts the wacer-hcd 
for that outflow locanon. 
\XIater-sheds are important 
h«ause the stream flow and 
the water qualny of a over are 
affected by dungs, hwnan­
mduced or no~ happening 
m the land area "above" the 
aver--outflow point. 

Here in the [owa Great 
Lakes \vatcrshed, the outflow 
pomt is wher~ the water leaves 
Lower Gar. Everytlung uphill 
(mosdy north) of that point 
co almost I-90 m southern 
~ !innesota dr:uns through our 
cham of lakes and leaves the 
area headed towards the Uttle 
Sioux River from that point 

Everytlung beginS to 
happen when we ha,·e 
preaptt.al1on, whether tt 1s 

ra.tn or snow that falls on 
the ground. Some of that 
soaks tnto the ground, which 
helps suppon plant life. This 
plant tife, depending on type 
and density, can slow down 
the runoff of excess water. 
Some water that tnfilcrates 
\vill remam m the shallow soil 
layer, where it will gradually 
move downhill, through the 
soil, and eventually entcn; 
the stream by seepage mto 
the stream bank. Some of 

much deeper, recharging 
groundwater aqwfe"- Water 
may travel long distances or 
remam 10 storage for long 
peoods before reruming to 
the surfuce. At the same rune, 
whatc\·er has beeo placed on 
the soil such as fertilizer can 
affect the quality of the water 
that runs off. 

Thmking spectfically 
about the Iowa Greot Lakes 
\X1atershcd, sooner or later, 
all of the runoff &om the 
90,631 acres will unpact our 
lakes! We all are pan of what 
comes mto our lakes. 1bat IS 

why It IS so unperatiVe that 
we all do what we can NOW 
to protect these waters. Once 
they reach the oppmg pomt 
and become unparred water., 
we may have nowhere left 
togo! 

In 2010, the Dtckmson 
Sotl and \Vater Conservation 
Dtsmct developed the Iowa 
Great Lakes Watershed 
Management Plan to help 
protect our waters:. It's meant 
to help mdJVlduals, public 
and pnvate groups and 
government entiues as they 
work on water qualicy prOJects. 
The bottom lme: clean up the 
water floWlllg uuo and out of 
the lake system. 

Although there are huge 
challenges faang all of us 

who live m the Iowa Great 
Lakes Water.;hed, there are so 
many opponuruoes to make 
water quality better. in VlStong 
wtth Jim Sholly, who works 
for the Dtekinson Soil and 
\Vater Conservatiou D istrict 
as the watershed coordmacor 
for the lowa Great Lakes, 
there are so many things 
md!vtduals and groups can 
do. Sholly says there is a 
wtde range of water quality 
lrllprovement p ractices for 
both rural and urban areas 
and thac improvements 
can be made m almost any 
semng. o pracoce or change 
m behavior IS too smaU to 
unprove water qualuy m our 
lakes. These . practices arc 
unportam no matter if it is 
around the lake or miles from 
the lake. We "all ne"ed to be 
pan of the soluoon. 

For more mformarion 
about how you on be pan of 
the clean water solution, gtve 

holly a call at (712)336-3782 
ext 3. 

[n a future arucle, we will 
look at what a local landowner 
IS domg to help protect a 
pornon of the east Side of 
Btg Spmt &om agncultur.U 
runoff and to dimirush the 
amount of scdunenc :llld 

nutnents entenng 



Looking at responsible 
land management 

In a recent article, I discussed 
how no matter where we live or 
work, we are all part of a watershed. 
\X'>tersheds can be small or large, but 
the}· all dram into a common outlet 
such as a lake or stream. Here tn the 
I.'ll<es Area the Iowa Great Lakes 
\\'atcr<hed is huge: 90,631 acres. One 
w >y or another we all impact this 
watershed. \XThatever runoff enters 
our lakes ctirectly affects thetr water 
quality and thell health) 

Although there are huge challenges 
tactng all of us who live tn the Iowa 
(Jreat Lakes \Varershed, there are so 
manv opportunities to make \\.-'ater 
quality better. In visiong with Jim 
Sholly, who works for the Dickinson 
Soil :md \X.'ater Conservation District 
.ls the watershed coordinator for the 
Iowa Great l .. 1kes, there are so many 
thmgs indt,1duals and groups can do. 
Sholly says there ts a wide range of 
water quality improvement practices 
t JC both rural and urban areas and 
that improvements can be made 10 

Umost any setong. 
No practice or change m behavior 

IS too small to tmprovc water quality 
in our lakes. These practices are 
Important no matter if it is around 
the lake or miles from nearest 
shoreline. \X'e all need to be part of 
lhe solution. 

For the past two years, Sholly has 
l ceo working \\oth restdenual home 

wncrs. busme~ses, lake shore owners. 
acreage owners and farmers to help 
hem design plans that poSittvely 

affect the runoff mto the Iowa Great 
Lakes Watershed. 

"lt's really all about responstble 
land stewardship," Sholly s:ud. 

In reality, a's about taking care of 
the water on our property, not just 
l?C'ltJng It to run off and passing tt on 
to someone or some place else. He 
"9.~!'5 that more an? ~ore people are 
taking the respon>tbility to do thetr 
part in helping improve our water 
quality 

Sholly finds 11 exciong that tnterest 
In water quality is becoming greater 
each year . . More and more farmers 
are realizing the impact runoff from 
thetr land has on the area lakes and 
"rreams. The challenge becomes how 
to addres~ this impact. while at the 
c; lmc time helpmg farmers cononue 
to raise crop~ That's what Sholl}· 
does. 

Tm really excited about a new 
practice that we are trying here an 
northwest Iowa l t's called an ·Edge 
of Field' pra1rie strip," he s:ud. "In 
this practice, the landowner puts 
10 IS percent of a field tnto a secoon 
of strateg.cally placed prairie grasses. 
For tnstance, tf you put the stnp of 

steve 
weisman 

grass on the downhtll stde of the field, 
the plan IS to tntercept and tnfiltrate 
the water into the prruric before It 

enters a dratnage dttch, culvert, road 
dttch or stream that e\·enrually drams 
mto a river or lake.'' 

holly notes that Iowa State 
University has done several studies 
on thts in southern and centrallowa, 
and data collected shows the f.dge of 
Field practice works very well. 

uor. Helmers, who heads th1S 
srudy. tS encouraged by what he has 
seen,'' he said. "The practice protects 
the tile tntakes and helptng to meet 
water quality goals, while at the same 
orne meeting the needs of the farmer 
planting corn and soybeans." 

Accordtng to Dr. Helmers, data 
collected has been very encouraging. 

"Based on our water quality 
monttonng at other sites in lowa, we 
see l drasoc reduction 10 sediment 
and nutrient loss wtth runoff tn 

areas where praine strips have been 
tncorporated," Helmer> srud. 

LOCAL PROJECT 
Sholly IS currently working wtth 

Enc ll01en, who owns farmland on 
' he cast of Btg Sp1rit. Currently, 
.he dratnage leaves the land through 
culverts to the dttch across the road 
and also into the Reeds Run drainage 
area before entering Big Sptnt. 

HI am really excited about the 
potential that the Edge of Field 
practice will do for us In the Iowa 
Great Lakes \X'.>fershefl."-1 Ioien~s:(id. 
"Someome tn 2014, I saw an arode 
tn the Des Motncs Regtster about 
the STRIPS program (Science-based 
Trials of Rowcrops Integrated with 
Prame Stnps), and I! intrigued me. I 
then looked at videos on the lmernet 
abom these strip!<. The 1dea of Edge 
of Field practice is that you can 
put I 0 percent of a field edge tnto 
prairie grasses and It will take c:tte 
of approximately 90 percent of the 
runoff. That made sense to me." 

The irutial step " to take a look at 
the topography and see where the 
low spots are and where the dramage 
as going. On the H01en farm, some 
of those areas showed up along 
the road. These are are.1s where 
water might settle or run to after a 
large ramfall. Hoien worked \\oth hiS 
tenant to make sure 1t would be 1n 

both of their tntcrests to tmplement 
thts practice w1thout hampermg the 
farmability of the land. 

In November, Hoten had the 
20-plus acre tract seeded wtth a llUX 

of tall grass prune seed tncorporaong 
many wildflowers tnto the llUX. In 
addition, two sites will be set up to 

collect data concerning runoff. 
"Two autosamplers will be tnstalled 

this sprtng, one at the leadtng edge 
of the prairie mip (as I! comes off 
the cropped area) and the second 
at the exit of the pr:une stnp (after 
tt leaves the pr:une)," Sholly s:ud. 
"Tius will help us determtne the 
ctifferences m water, sediment and 
rutrate/phosphorous levels before tt 
enters the prame and after tt has 
gone through the pr:une and then 
left the strip." 

It will take two to three years 
before the prairie grasses have totally 
taken hold. There will also be a 
m.Jd-contract prescribed burn to 
tnvtgorate the grasses and forbs. 

Based on the results from other 
Edge of Fteld plantings, Hoien hopes 
to sec a significant decrease tn run­
off and nitrate/phosphorous levels. 

"Once established, the native 
prrune grass deep root srrucrure will 
act as a sponge, when the water 
begtns to run off," holly s:ud. "The 
root structure is so massive that It 

will take care of a huge amount of I 
water. As a result, much of 1t will 
never leave the field. l11us, the prairie 
will lntercept and infiltrate the water 
- in this case before it ever reaches 
the culverts or Reeds Run." 

Hoien says this is meant to be a 
long~term investment for at least 10 
years. After the contr.tct is up, there 
appears to be the opporruruty to 
re-enroll the land. 

"For yea,rs, the !}'Ptcal thought 
fV~~css ha~;,bf~h _ to get · thttt extra 
water off of the property, never 
thinktng about the consequences as 
it enters our lakes and streams or 
adjacent neighbors," he said. "It is 
really our responsibility to take care 
of the water on our property, not just 
pas tt on to someone else." 

holly says tlus is also gotng to act 
as a demonstration site where other 
landowners can come and wtmess 
the results. 

"The landowner gets the benefit of 
soli being able to farm the ground, 
while at the same nme getting to 
protect hiS own land and also th.e 
wa[ershed as it carr1es run-off to the 
lake," he said. 

For more mformanon about this 
program or other conservation 
programs, gtve holly a call at (712) 
336-3782 ext. 3. 
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THE GREAT OUTDOORS 
• Area students discover nature at outdoor classroom 

BY WIU. MUSGROVE 
STAFF WRITER 

IXth-grade students from around Dtckmson 
County were rnught m a different kind of 
cbssroom last week. 

They traded in textbooks and W2lls for 
hands-on aetlVIoes, trees, grass and blue sky. 

The Dickmson County Soil and Water Conservouon 
Dtstnct host«! Its 38th annual siXth-grade Outdoor 
Classroom Thur<day, ScpL 8, at Kettleson-Hogsback in 
Spii!t U!ke. Srudents from Spmt We, Han:is-Utke Park 
and Okobo1i attended to gain a better undersrnnding of 
the surrounding environment 

"11us IS a day to show the lads what is in thetr 
backyard," Maxine Buder, Dtclanson County Soil and 
\X'atc:r Comer\'arion Dtstrict s1:2te secretary. said. 'We 
hope wh>t they are learrung IS a better appl'CC12rion 
for the natutal thmgs that are available to them m tlus 
county. It IS a chance to talk about some enVIronmental 
and consen"ation dungs that arc imporwu to our area." 

Students learned about an outdoor or environmental 
topic at rune dJfferent stations. They \\-'ttC split mto 
groupmgs of around 25 and each group spent 20 
mtnutes at och staoon before rotattng to the next one. 
A t~achcr \WS assigned to each group as wc.U. 

Jeff Momson wtth the Iowa Department of atutal 
Re.o;ources talked to the kids about how to tr.Un retDC\'er 
doll" He demonstrated some techruques, usmg hand 
stgnals and wlmdes to have his dog Smoke recover Items 
from the brush. 

The Iowa rnre Extension Office .;,ught students 
about the mulorude of rocks across the srnte. Students 
decorated an Iowa-shaped sugar coolae With a v:mety of 
frwts to represent eaeh type of rock around the srnte. 

Mark Schutt and ~btt Welsh With the atutal Resource 
Conservation Service spoke with students about soil 
health They used diagrams to expl:un the different 
compo!<.ttions of soils found 10 Iowa. 

Trc-es ForC\~er represemative Jeff Jensen lectured 
about Iowa trees. He pomted out the differences m the 
O'ee leaves .00 bark 

Srudenc. hiked around the Kettleson-Hogsback 
area. Iowa Department of Narural Resources officials 
showed the lads oaove planrs and wildlife dunng the 
nature w:alk. 

Dtckmson County Natutalist Charles VigcW discussed 
wtth students the importance of Iowa's wethnds and 

how they offect the state's dnnlang water. 
Srudents also learned about boaong safety, the 

tmportance of butterilies and weclaod waterfowl, such 
as ducks and geese. 

Butler bel.ieves it IS tmportant to mtroduce these 
envuonrnenW themes at a young age, so they ha\"C a 
btgger unpact on students m the furure. 

''You want to teaeh the lads when they are young." 
Buder soid ... That IS when they are leammg the most, 
when they are best absorbml} l~s just a great day We 
have • lot of fun every year:" 

Buder s21d the outdoor classroom wouldn't be 
posstble Without the support of the Dtckmson CoWlty 
Soil and Water Conservaoon DistncL he luglilighted 
the DNR and local conservation agencies as well. 

The Soil and \X'ater Conservaaon District consists 
of five elected commissioners who promote 
enwonmental conservation. 

''11us IS our 38th year, so a lot of these lads' moms 
and dads probably did sometlung like tlus," Buder 
sa1d. ''We don't do the same CX2Ct thmg every year, 
but 11 always has the same framework aod pattern." 

Ths was Buder's 17th ye.r organizing the outdoor 
classroom. She surveyed teaehc:r< and cx.unined past 
years ro decide what events to hold. 

"Someumes t!uogs change a little btt, but It 
normally suys the same year after year," Butler 
sa1d. ''We didn't do a noon program tlus year. It is 
usually ran by Dr. Ross Dtrk.<, who llllks to the lads 
about falconry. However, he didn't have a btrd tlus 
year. Another gendeman we looked at didn't have 
a bud ather." 

Buder sets the date of the outdoor classroom ,JL--------------------::·1 before school IS di<rrussed the year poor. She 
said srudents alwat'S get a chance to explore the 
o•,tdoors r.un or slune. 

'The biggest ehallenge is the weather," Buder 
said. "\X'e: pretty much go no maner what \X<'e 
send letters to rhe teachers to make sure: the 
srudents dress for the weather. \X'e ha\·e been 
here when It has been really hot, when 11 has 
been really cold. I f It spnnkles on us, we JUSt 
keep gollll}" 

Grasslands, woodlands aod weclaods make up 
Kettleson-Hogsback's I ,895 •cres. It IS locat<d on 
the Alrnmont morame, a formation of hills, ndges 
and weclaods formed by gbaers more thao 10,000 
years ago. 

Butler hopes that by allowlllg <rodents 10 

exanune the outdoors finthand that wheo they 
return to the traditional classroom it will continue 
to mspue them. 

'1 grew up on a f.um,,. Butler sa~d. '1 now live tn 

town, and my son doesn't really know a lot of wh1t 
goes on a farm. Not that this is all about f.u:mirll} 

We barely touch on f.u:mmg, wluch IS a btg 
pan of our Stlte. But unless you acrually 

experience what happens outdoors, you 
can't really underslalld It If }'OU see 
It, you smell u and touch It yourself, it 
sinks m a little more." 



FARMERS MAKING A DIFFERENCE 

Herberts to speak at Prairie 
Lakes Conference Field Day Tour 

Jared Herbert and 
hiS wtfc, Mary, began 
tmplemenring consen•ar:ion 
pracnces on thetr Lake Park 
farm m the 1990s. 

"It's the right thing to 
do as far as conscrvaoon 
etlucs," Jared Herbert 53ld. 
"It elinunare~ erosion from 
\\10d and w-:uer. It frees 
up your L1bor. I was really 
gerong tired working all 
the rime, and it cuts down 
on your labor." 

Herbert and hts son 
Spencer, a sod scicnost with 
the 1\.tinnesota Deparnncnt 
of Agnculturc, will speak 
about the agronomic 
practices on the family 
farm at the PC3lne Lakes 
Conference Field Day Tour 
5· 7:30 p.m. \X'ednesda)', 
Aug. 10, at the iarm ncar 
the Intersection of 130th 
;\ve and Avo B \X'est 
(Al8/ !30th t) on the west 
edge of Lake Park. 

Herbert uses a variety of 
conservauon prnctJces m 
hJS farmmg, from no-till to 
one-pass ullage to strip till 
and even cover crops. 

Cover crops were added 
to the Herbens' rotauon m 
2010 out of curiosity and 
,..;th the hope of potential 
bene fir.>. 

The family seeds about 
240 acres each year and 
have used cereal rye, 
h3lr)' \'etch, rapeseed and 
radishes 

Herbert has seen a variety 
of changes m the amount 
of rime he needs to work 
to needing to purchase less 
machinery to improved 
rutrogen levels in the soil 

"The orgaruc matter has 
gone up ~ubstanrially over 
the years, and that's huge," 
Herbert said. "Your soil is 
able to hold more water 
and more nutrients." 

SpencerHerbertisexated 

NEXT UP: THE PRAIRIE LAKES CONFERENCE 

The Pralrfe Lakes Conference Field Day Tour In Lake Park is 
a tree event for all those who reg1ster at WINW.plc•owa.com. 

The Praif'ie lakes Conference will be held ThurSday FridiJ'f, 
Aug. 11·12, at the Arrowwood Resort and Conference Center 
In Okoboji. Speakers will address a variety of issues that Yrlll 
Impact and Interest professionals In the field as well as stu­
dents and Iowa Great Lakes residents. 

The $100 reglstrat•on cost for the conference 1netuu ~ the 
two-day conference, meals and an evening social on Aug. 11 

The annual We Pedal Clean water conservatton bike nde 'Nfll 
be held 8 a.m.-noon Aug. 13. RegJstraUon will be held 8-9 a.m. 
at Ainsworth-Or1eans Beach 1n Spirit Lake. Cyclists will ride 
around Big Spirit Lake and stop at five locations to team about 
a vartety of clean water pracbces and projects. Registration is 
av.!IIUab~ at w.ww.dicklnsoncountynaturecenter.com. 

Followilll: the bike ride. the OkoboJ• Blue Water FestiVal w11J 
take place at Preservation Plaza 1n Arnolds Park. Booths pro­
moting water quality will be on hand, along with fami~endly 
8CUVttles and fishing chniCs. local arbsts Wlll preform in the 
afternoon and Boz Scaggs at 9 p.m. For more Information vls1t 
'NWW.OkoboJibluewaterfestival.com. 

to have people come out to 
the farm to learn about the 
reduced tillage and cover 
crop practices so they can 
see what It looh tikc on 
a working farm instead 
of jus1 hearing or reading 
about H. 

The Pr;u rte Litkes 
Conference F1eld Dav 
Tour I!' a free event for all 
those who register at www. 
plciowa.com, and Includes 
a meal as well as several 
other presentations by 
professionals advocating for 
soil health and farmers who 
c.w testif)· to what impro\'cd 
soil health ha> been to thetr 
farming businc~scs. 

Also •peakmg a· 
the field day IS Doug 
Peterson, Narural Resource 

Conservation Service soil 
~cicntist. He will di!i:cu'o;;, 
how managmg soil health 
can increase a farm's 
potenoal. John Boettcher, 
Dickinson County farmer, 
\\111 share ups for managmg 
a corn/soybean rotation 
usmg no-till and stnp-till. 
The field cby will conclude 
uith a co\'er crop secdtng 
demonsrranon U!i>tng 

~i>!l'c L111-boy w-seedcr. 

The agenda \\ill be as 
follows: 

S p.m. - Welcome and 
introducUon of sponsors/ 
hosts/speakers 

5:15 p.m. - Meal served 

5:45 p.m. - 'How managing 
for soil health will increase 

your farm's potential,· by Doug 
Peterson 

6:15 p.m. - • Managong a 
corn/soybean rotat1on using 
no-loli/Sirip-loll," by John 
Boettcher 

6 :40p.m.- •How th•s farm 
1s being managed for water 
quality and the use of cover 
crops in rotation,· by Jared and 
Spencer Herbert 

7 p.m. - Cover crop seed1ng 
demonstration us1n5 a Hagie 
Tall-Boy air seeder 

7:30 p.m. - Ad;oum 

The field day 1s 
bcmg presented by the 
Dickinson Sml and Water 
Cnnsen·auon District, 
10 partnership with Iowa 
Learning Farms_ and the I 
Clean \\"ater Alliance. To 
r<g~ster, people can also 
comact Iowa Learning 
Farms at 515-294-5429 or 
e·m.U ilf@iastate.edu. 

E>tabtished In 2004,lowa I 
Lcarrung Farms IS bwlding 
a culrure of consen•aoon, 
encourag.ng adopoon of 
conservation practices. 
Farmers, researchers and 
ILF team members arc 

1 

working togetherto Identify 
and •mplement the best 
management practices that 
tmprove water qua!Jty and 
sot! health while remainmg · 
profitable. Partners of 
Iowa Learning Farms are 
the Iowa Department 
of Agnculture and Land 

tewardsh1p, Io\va State 
L'nn·erslt}' Extension :md 
Outreach, Leopold Center 
for Sustainable Agoculture, 
Iowa atural Resources 
Conservation Servtce 
and Iowa Deparnnent of 
1 atural Resources (USEPA 
section 319}, Conservation 
Districts of Iowa, Iowa 
Farm Bureau, Iowa \X.'ater 
Center and Practical 
Farmers of Iowa. 



OUTDOOR CLASSROOM 
continued from ...,. 1A 

PHOTO SUBMmED 
Pictured II Dlckii\SOn County Naturalist Charles Vlgdal. 
He spoke with students on the Importance of waterfowl 
In the area and what different species can be found 
In Dlckii\SOn County during the 37th annual Outdooo 
Clauroom at KettlesorHfogsback. 

years they ru.,-e never been 
out to ~tdcson-Hogsback," 
Buder sa.Jd. 'There's a lot 
of naturAl topography and 
there's a lot to show the kids. 
It's a neat area." 

DNRofficerStcve!Wghard 
!aught srudents about boanng 
safety, complete woth life 
jackets and the vaoous 
boaong regulaoon& Other 
officers took students on 
a nature walk through the 
<prawling lulls and grasslands 
of ~ttleson-Hogsback. 

The lesson plans were 
delivered under sun-soaked 
sktes and comfortable 
tcmperiltures Thursday. The 
topoc of sou health was 
new to dus year's outdoor 
classroom. Other subjects 
have become annual favontes, 
accorcling to Butler. 

"We do move some dungs 
m and out, but we like to 
""' the same base of dungs," 
Buder s:ud. "Soil health was 
somedung we wanted to 
put tn, being that we = the 
soil and water conservaaon 
distnct, so we were really 
luppy we were able to do that 

this year." 
Karen Byer., woth the Iowa 

State University Extension 
Office taught srudents about 
the vary>ng geology on Iowa. 
Dr. Ross D1rks returm:d for 
lus presencauon on falconry, 
bnngong woth him a live 
falcon. 

Budereojoysthepreporation 
that leads up to the outdoor 
classroom each fall. She 
receody completed her 17th 
year :lS event organizer. 

"It's fun workmg together 
with all the kids, all the people 
and different stations;' Buder 
s:ud. '~d when the da)' 
comes, I'm the t:me keeper. 
I'm klod of the home base 
for anyone that has quesnons 
or needs my help." 

Buder also saod the outdoor 
classroom's 37-year history 
wouldn't be possible wothout 
the cooperation of the 
teachers and loeal volunteers. 

'They have been really 
great to work with," Butler 
said. 'The kids are always 
really enthll5Woc, too. We 
lud a wonderful day." 
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Ag secretary commemorates 
soil, water conservation 

Iowa Secretary of Agroculture 
Bill Northey on Froday, Aprol 
22, lughlighted Sool and Water 
Conservation \Veek, which runs 
from April 24 to May I. 

The week is an opporruruty to 
recognize the 1m portan t conservation 
practices placed on Iowa's landscape 
and bnng attenoon to the ongoong 
work by farmers, landowners and 
urban re~idems to protect the state's 
soil and water resources. 

'1owans m our ru·,,·ns and on 
our farms connnue to engage: in 
water qualiry and soil conservaoon 
efforts," orthey said. "TlUs week 
os an opportunity to celebrate all 
the work that has been done and 
highlight the efforts currently 
underway to prevent erOSIOn and 
omprove water qual.oty. It IS votal 
that we preserve the soi1 and water 
resources that help make Iowa 
agriculture so productive and such a 
key driver of our state's economy." 

On Monday, Aprol 25, Iowa 
Gov. Terry Branstad and Lt. Gov. 
Klm Reynolds will visit Iowa State 
Uruverstty to receive updates on the 
work being done by the utnent 
Research Center at the University. 
Brans tad will also sogn a proclamation 
recognizmg Apnl 24 - May 1 as 
Iowa Soil and Water Conservaoon 
Week during the event, wluch will be 
held at the Unoversoty's cover crop 
research s1te at southwest corner 
htghway 30 and V Ave near Ames. 

On Wednesday, Apr!l 27, Branstad 
will rece1ve an update on the Benton/ 
Tama and Miller Creek Iowa Water 
Quality l nouative Demonstrauon 
Projects and tour water quality 
pracoces onstalled as part of the 
projects. The event w1U be held at 
the John Weber farm , 32!31 1oghway 
8, D ysart. Branstad will then v1s1t a 
me of a tree planting on the Jun 
and Jody Kerns farm 1ust south of 
Edgewood on Delaware County. 

Kerns is the Tree Farming and 
Forestry representative on the State 
Soil Conservation Comnuttee. The 
farm IS located on County Road 
C7X approxtmately t;, mile east of 
Htghway 3. 

On Thursday, April 28, Secretary 
Northey will visit Storm Lake to 

receive an update on the water 
quality acovities underway on the 
communoty. orthey will partocopate 
on a groundbreaking at a new Water 
Qual.oty Ioioauve Urban project 
the coty os undertaking to convert 
old lime lagoons into stormwater 
treatment wetlands. orthey will a1so 
attend a tree planting by Storm Like 
Htgh chool srudents at a recently 
completed stormwater wetland. 

Iowa Soil and Water Conservaoon 
Week is to coorchnation with the 
National Stewardshtp Week, 
sponsored by the National 
Association of Conservation 
Oostricts. ThiS year's Stewardship 
Week theme os "We all need Trees." 
~lore mformati.on about the actiVlttes 
that will be held dunng Soil and Water 
Conservation Week m Iowa can be 
found at www.oowaagticulture.gov I 
conservaoonweek.asp. 

THE HISTORY OF 
CONSERVATION 

During the "Dust Bowl" years of 
the 1930s, the first effom to prevent 
soil erosion were deve1oped. In 
1939, Iowa passed a law establislung 
a state agency and the means for 
soil and water conservation districts 
tO orgaruze. Over 70 years later, the 
100 Soil and Water Conservation 
D1stricts across the state are hosting 
a variety of events to lughloght 
the conservatJon work being done 
across the state. 

The Department"s Division 
of Soi1 Conservanon and \'\-'ater 
Quabty provrdes leaderslup on the 
protection and management of soil, 
water and mineral resources. The 
Division also works w1th Soil and 
\Vater Conservaoon 01stncts and 

private farmers and 1andowners 
to meet their agricultural and 
envtronmental protection needs, 10 

both rural and urban landscapes. 
The Department's conservation 
partners include USDA's atural 
Resources Conservation Service 
(N RCS), the Iowa Department of 

atural Resources (0 R), Iowa State 
University, Conser.ration Districts of 
Iowa (COl) and many others. 

The Iowa Water Quality lnotiative 
was established to 2013 to help 
implement the Nutrient Reduction 
Strategy, which ts a science and 
technology based approach to 
aclucvmg a 45 percent reduction in 
nitrogen and phosphorus losses to 

Iowa waters. 
As part of the 1mtiaove, last 

fall 1,800 farmers comrnotted $3.5 
million in cost share funds to mstall 
numcnt reduction praccices 10 each 
of lowa's 99 counties. The practices 
that were elig1ble for this fundong are 
cover crops, no-rill or smp till, or 
usong a rutrification J.Ohibttor when 
applymg fall fertilizer. Farmers usong 
cost share funding contribute 50 
percent or more to the total cost of 
the practice. 

There are also currently 45 extsong 
demonstration projects located across 
the state to help unplement and 
demonstrat~: water quality practices 
through the orutiative. Tlus oncludes 
16 targeted watershed proJects, 
seven pro1ects focused on cxpandtng 
the use and onnov-anve delivery of 
water quality prnctices and 22 urban 
water quality demonstrallOn proJeCts. 
More than 100 organizations are 
particopaong tn these projecrs. These 
partners will provtde $19.31 million 
dollars to go \VIth over $12 million on 
state fundtng gomg to these pro1ects. 

orthey, a corn and soybean farmer 
from Sporit Lake, tS setv~ng Ius thtrd 
term as Secretary of Agnculrure. His 
prionties as Secreta!:)' of Agnculnore 
are promonng the usc of science 
and new technologies to bercer 
care for our air, soil and water, and 
reaclung out to tell the story of 
Iowa agriculture. 
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SOIL HEALTH/COVER CROPS WORKSHOP 
Cover Crops Learn From ExperiencE:: 

Dickinson County Expo Center. Spirit lake: z/1 7 
February 7. 2017 9:00a.m.- 3:00p.m. 

Please RSVP to Maxine by February 1 at 712-336-3782 x 3 

9:00- Michael Henderson. NRCS - Welcome 
9:15- Doug Peterson. NRCS - Principles of Soil Hea lth 

10:15- Break 
10:30 - Testimonials of Cover Crop Use 

12:00-
1:00-

loran Steinlage. Farmer. West Union. Iowa 
Chris Teachout. Farmer. Shenandoajl, lowa 
Lunch - Provided 
Farmer panel: Open Discussion With Local 
Farmers Experienced in Cover Crops\No-TIII 
Panel Members: John Boettcher. Jared Herbert 
Denny Winter boer. Others Invited 
Michael Henderson -Wrap Up and Closing 

[
USDA Katvnl ll.-rw"~ Cc. lMrntton 

. ·-IOWA,.ARMBUREAU i..Waol.._~., -..-,.. 

NORTHEY UPDATE 

Ag department marks Soil, 
Water Conservation Week 

Iowa Secretary of Agriculture B1ll 
Northey on Friday highlighted Soil 
and Water Conservation Week, which 
continues unul May 7 The week is an 
opportunity to recogruze the unpottant 
conservation pracoces placed on lowa's 
landscape and bnng attention to the 
ongoing work by farmers, landowners 
and urban residcm:s to protect the state's 
soil and water resources. 

"Iowans in .our towns and on our 
farms continue to engage in water quality 
and soil conservation efforts," he said. 
"This week is an opporturuty to celebrate 
all the work that has been done and 
highlight the efforts currently underway 
to prevent erosion and improve water 
quality. It is vital that we preserve the soil 
and water resources that help make Iowa 
agnculturc so producuve and such a key 
driver of our state's economy." 

On Thursday, Gov. Terry Branstad 
and Northey will visit a farm in the Big 
Creek watershed where four saturated 
buffers were tnstalled last fall and a 
biorcacror and oxbow restoration project 
will be built later this year. Branstad will 
also sign a proclamation recognizmg 
April 30-May 7 as Iowa Soil and Water 
Conservaoon Week dunng the event. 
The farm IS located at 2155 290th Street 
1n Madnd. 

On Wednesday, there will be a field 
day and nbbon cutting ceremony for a 
number of urban water quality proJeCts 
that have been installed m Rockwell City. 
The proJects, undertaken by the city, will 
capture stormwater and use 1nnovaove 
methods to remove contaminants and 
improve the quality of the runoff prior 
to Its discharge into the storm sewer 
system. The events will start at 9 a.m. 
w1th a tour at Featherstone Park Qargc 
campmg cabin on south end) and will 
also include a ribbon cutung for the 
downtown square Improvement project 
at 11 :30 a.m. at the Rockwell City Town 
Square. 

Iowa Soil and Water Conservation 
Week IS m coordination w1th the ation.;U 
Stewardsh•p Week, sponsored by the 

arional Association of Conservation 
Districts. Th1s year's Stewardslup Week 
theme IS " Healthy Soils are Full of 
Life." ~lore mformauon about the 
activiues that will be held durmg Soil and 
\X'ater Conservation \XIeek in Iowa can 
be found at ww\V.Iowaagriculrure.gov I 
conservationweek.asp. 

During the "Dust Bowl" years of 
the 1930s, the first efforrs to prevent 
soil erosion were developed. In 1939, 
Iowa passed a law establislung a state 
agency and the means for .soil and water 

conservation districts to organize. Over 
70 years later, the 100 Soil and Water 
Conservation D istricts across the state 
are hosung a variety of events to highlight 
the conservation work betng done across 
the state. 

The Department's Division of 
Soil Conservation and Water Quality 
provides leadership tn the protecuon and 
management of soil, water and mineral 
resources. The div1sion also works w1th 
Soil and Water Conservation Districts 
and private farmers and landowners to 
meet thetr agncultural and environmental 
protecuon needs, in both rural and 
urban landscapes. The department's 
conservation partners mclude USDi\'s 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS), the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR), Iowa State Umversity, 
Conservation Districts of Iowa (COl) 
and many others. 

The Iowa Water Quality Jrutiauve was 
estab~shed tn 2013 to help rmplement 
the nutrient reduction strategy, which is 
a science and technology based approach 
to achieving a 45 percent reduction 10 

nitrogen and phosphorus losses to our 
waters. The strategy brings together 
both pomt sources, such as municipal 
wastewater ueaunent plants and industrial 
facilities, and nonpoint sources, includtng 
farm fields and urban stormwater runoff, 
to address these issues. 

The iniuaove seeks to harness the 
collecuve ability of both pnvate and 
pubtic resources and organizations to 
deliver a dear and consistent message to 

stakeholders to reduce nutrient loss and 
Improve water quality. 

Last fall, or they announced that I ,800 
farmers committed S3.8 million 1n cost 
share funds to 1nstall nutrient reduction 
practices. The pracuces that were eligible 
for this fun cling are cover crops, no-ti ll or 
suip till, or using a nitrification inhibitor 
when applymg fall fertilizer. 

There are also currently 57 cx1st1ng 
demonstration projects locate~ ac[oss till{ 
stat~ to. helP: 1mplellleot af\d de!IH)rujtfat&, 
water quality pracuces through the 
initiative. More than ISO organizauons 
are participaung tn these projects. These 
partners will prov1de S25.28 million 
dollars to go w1th over S16.09 million 1n 
state funding going to these proJects. 

More than S340 million m state and 
federal funds have been dJtecred to 
programs w1th water quality benefits in 
Iowa last year. This total docs not mclude 
the cost share amount that farmers pay 
to match state and federa.l programs 
and funds spent to bu1ld practices built 
WJthout government assistance. 



Northey 'very early' '!1 
in vetting process 
for USDA post 

BY RUSS MITCHELL 
MANAGING EDITOR 

Ask.tng Spirit 
Lake's Bill orthey 
about Ius politic21 
future is like asking 
lum to predict the 
y1eld for this fall's 
harvesL Bill 

It's JUst too early Northey 
to tcU. 

Agriculture Sonny Perdue. 
"Norlung's been official at all," 
orthcy said. "They have not 

announced who they're offering 
posnions to. I dunk that there are 
a lot of folks they are looking at 
for cliffercnt postnons." 

The U.S. Ag Secretary oversees 
a depury secretary of agriculture 
and seven undersecretaries at the 
USDA. orthcy said he could 
be under constderacion for 
the No. 2 poSioon or multiple Iowa's Secretary of Agriculture 

on Thursday clid confirm that 
he remains in consideration for 
a role under U.S. Secretary of 

NORTHEY 
continued on page SA news SA 

NORTHEY 
continued from page 1A "/11 
undersecretary posmons. 

''If I do get offered - it would be 
something that is sigruficant enough 
that I could make a difference by 
going to Washington," he said. '1 
have a great JOb. I love it. I have a 
chance to make some differences 
here as weU. But, there would be a 
few jobs there as weU that I dunk 
I could make a big difference in. 
There's a whole group of positions at 
levels underneath the undersecretary 
posltlons, too - administrator 
posinons and other kinds of things. 
Those probably aren't the nght fit for 
me, but we"ll see how it plays out." 

confirmanon, according to Northey. 
"So, even once they announce 

them - and even 1f it's after the 
verring process - it sriU would be 
a little while by the rime you get a 
senate committee hearing," he said. 

re-elected m 2010 and 2014. A fourth 
term hasn't been ruled ouL 

Northey would appear before 
Senate Ag Committee heanngs 
before a confirmanon vote by the 
fuU Senate. 

'1 haven't decided yet on that," 
Northey said of running again for 
Ius statewide office. '1 could end up 
going to Washington or not gomg to 
Washington. If I don't, then at some 
pomt, 1 need to make a decision 
on runrung again in 2018. I think 1 
would need to make that decision, 
probably, by the end of the calendar 
year or very, very early in 2018. 
And, I haven't made that decision. 
It absolutely could go either way. 
1 love what I' m doing and I think 
there's plenry o f work to do yet. 
But, I also think other people can 
do it." 

Any of the USDA positions directly 
under Perdue would reqwre a Senate 

'1 think 1t's a very slow process and 
I think there is a lot of folks in the 
rrux - I may wcU be - but we'U sec 
how that aU plays out," he said. 

Northey grows corn and soybeans 
on Ius fourth-generation farm near 
Sptnt Lake. He was first elected as 
Iowa's Ag Secretary in 2006. He was 

:jc:zo!J 
Soil and Water Conservation District 
to host cover crop workshop 

A cover crop workshop is scheduled 
for Tuesday, Feb. 7 ar the D1ckinson 
County Expo Ceoter m Spirit Lake. 
A second workshop will take place on 
Feb. 8 m Moville. 

The program will feature local 
farmers along with ma1n speakers, 
Loran tem!age, West Uruon and Chns 
Teachou~ Shenandoah, both of whom 
have extensn.·c: expenc:nce an co\·er 
crops, and have successfuUy mtegrated 
them into the.u: rotations. 

The meeting will cover the same 
material and will run from 9 a.m 
until 3 p.m. Up to 4.5 Cernfied Crop 
Adviser Connnumg Educanon Creclits 
in Soil and \Vater Management have 
been applied for. 

This meenng will be an open forum 
format m which questions will be 
taken and answered. "Jbe focus of this 
meeting is to provide an avenue for 

farmers to learn from other farmers 
about what is working on their farms. 

Soil Health has received considerable 
attention the last several years. Is this 
a new buzzutord or does It have long­
term rele\·ance m modem agnculrure? 
Soil HC21th is defined as the connnued 
capactty of soil to function as a VItal 
li\'mg ecosystem that suswns plants, 
arumaJs and humans. llus definition 
goes hand m hand With fanrung -
the business of growmg crops and 
raising livestock in an econom~cally 
and environmentally sustainable war. 
Devclop1.11g a strategy to unprove the 
long-term sustamability of the soil 
is cntical to mamtam the long-term 
susta.Inability of the farm. 

Sponsored by North Central 
Sustainable Agnculture Research and 
Educanon (SARE), ISU Extension, 
Dickinson County Soil and Water 

Conservation Disllict and Ida County 
Farm Bureau. It 15 also supported by 
the Area 1 Soil and \"X1ater Conservation 
DIStricts and NRCS offices. 

Agenda: 
9 a.m. - Welcome - Mtchael Henderson, 
USDA~NRCS Area 1 Agronomist 
9!15 a.m. - Principles of Soil Health -
Doug Peterson, USDA-NRCS Regional Sotl 
Health SpecialiSt 
10:30 a.m. - Loran Stelnlage and Chris 
Teachout - How to Integrate Cover Crops 
12 p.m. - Lunch - ProVIded 
1 p.m. - local Farmer panel that have 
experience With cover crops on their farm 
2:30 p.m. - Final comments - Michael 
Henderson, USDA·NRCS Area Agronomist 

l f. you are tntercstcd 1n attcnd.mg the 
Spmt Lake workshop, please RSVP 
on or before Feb. I by calling 712· 
336-3782, x302 or you can e-mail to 
nuxine.butler@ia.oacdnet.net. 
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will see some changes 
Page 1B 

continued fTom pag• 1A 

A successful confirmation means 
Northey will have to resign from his 
stlltewide elected office. Gov. Kim 
Reynolds will then appoint a replacement 
to serve the rest of his term, according 
to the governor's office. The Secretllry of 
Agriculture position ts up for rcclecoon 
10 2018. 

''1 am honored to be nominated by the 
Prestdent, and I so appreciate the support 
and encouragement from Secretary 
Perdue,' Northey said. "1 look forwa rd to 
servmg, if conftrmed." 

U.S. Sens. Joru Ernst and Chuck Grassley 
both tssued stlltements m support of the 
nomtnaoon. 

"Agnculture has been ergramed m 
Bill Northey all Ius life," Ernst said 
"As a founh generation Iowa farmer, he 
has dedicated his life to helpmg farmers 
and ranchers across the state of Iowa. 
Bill has traveled around to Iowa's 99 
counties to hear directly from folks about 
the issues they are concerned about 
and works urelessly to tdentify a path 
forward. AddJtionally, he has taken part 
ln Important m~ernational trade missions 
and understands the need to promote our 
agncultural bounty abroad." 

Ermt is a member of the Senate 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry 
Committee. 

"For nearly a decade, Iowa has benefited 
from havmg a Secret2ry of Agnculture 
as committed and hardworking as 
Bill Northey," she added. "He will be 
greatly missed. However, I know he is 
the best person for the job and will 
serve the American people well - along 
with Secretllty Perdue - and will be an 
advocate on behalf of farmers, and not 
Washington bureaucrats." 

Grassley srud he looks forward to 
working wtth Northey m the secretar}'s 
new role. 

"Bill Northey is an outstllnding pick 
to serve Prestdent Trump m the newly­
created role of Under Secretary for Farm 
Production and Conservation:' he said. 

The senator satd Northey will oversee the 
Farm Servtce Agency wluch administers 
traditional farm safety net programs; the 
Risk Management Agency, wluch manages 

PHOTO BY RUSS MITCHEU 

more than $100 billion of liability for the 
federal crop msurance program and the 
Natural Resource Conservation Servtce, 
whkh directs the nation's conservation 
programs. 

"Whether you're a Northeast dairy 
farmer considering insurance options, 
a corn farmer in Iowa evaluating 
conservation enhancements for your 
farm, or a producer m the coastal bend 
of Texas deahng with disastrous losses of 
cotmn, rice or livestock from Hurricane 
Harvey, Bill Northey will be responsible 
for ensuring the USDA is providtng the 
appropriate assistance to your farm," 
Grassley said. ''I've known Bill Northey 
for years and he has been an exceptional 
Secret2ry of Agnculture m lowa. H.ts 
leadership and passion for agnculture were 
proven numerous rimes as he advocated 
for renewable energy and the adopoon of 
conservation practices like cover crops. 
He's an Iowa farmer with dirt under Ius 
fingernails who knows firsthand what 
goes IntO runntng a family farm." 

The prestdent on Friday announced 
Gregory Ibach as Under Secret2ry for 
Mat keting and Regulatory Programs 
and Stephen Vaden as USDA's General 
Counsel. Perdue oversees a deputy 
sec etary of agriculture and seven 
uodersecretarie at the USDA. orthey 
was vetted throughout \he summer fo~ a 
sigtuficant role at the USDA. 

''lf r do get offered - It would be 
something that ts Sigruficant enough that 
I could make a difference by going to 
Washington," Northey s:ud, earlier m the 
year. ''1 have a great job. I love 11. I 
have a chance to make some differences 
here as well. But, there would be a few 
robs there as well that I think I could 
make a big difference in. There's a whole 
group of positions at levels underneath 
the undersecretary positions, too -
administrator positions and other kinds 
of thtngs. Those probably aren't the right 
fit for me, but we'll see how It plays out." 

Northey was first elected as Iowa's Ag 
Secret2ry in 2006. 

''I love what l'm doing and I think 
there's plenty of work to do yet," he said. 
''But, I also think other people can do 11." 

I Northey named to key USDA post 

PHOTO BY RUSS MITCHELl 
Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Bill Northey 
made an appearance Monday, July 17, In 
Milford as part of the city's quasqulcentennlal 
celebration. Barring a snag In the Senate 
confirmation process, Northey wlll step down 
from his statewide elected position. He was 
nominated on Fltday to serve as Undersecretary 
for Farm Production and Conservation at the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

BY RUSS MITCHELL 
MANAGING EDITOR 

U.S. Secretllry of Agriculture Sonny Perdue 
on Friday srud he was pleased with Prestdent 
Donald Trump's decision to name Btll 

orthey to one of three key positions in the 
U.S. Department of Agnculture. 

Northey IS a Spirit Lake farmer and Iowa's 
current Secretllry of Agriculture. Barnng a 
snag tn the confirmation process, he will be 
Undersecretary for Farm Production and 
Conservation at the USDA. 

"Bill Northey will continue Ius honorable 
record of pubhc seiVlce In leading FPAC," 
Perdue said. " Having served the people of 
Iowa for the last 10 years as theu Secretllry 
of Agnculture, and as a fourth generaoon 
corn and soybean farmer, Bill has a unique 
understanding of issues faetng farmers across 
the nation. He will be an mvaluable member 
of the team." 

NORTHEY 
continued on page 5A 
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Northey 
confirmed 
to USDA 
post 

Spirit Lake farmer 
will step down as 
Iowa Ag Secretary 

-Mitd>ell 
MdnagJOg Ed•or 

U.S. Sen. Chuck 
(,rassle) sa~d Blll 
Norrh<:\' .tnd hts 
famil\' ·•waited long 
enough." U.S. Sen. 
Joru Fen" <:lld the 
Sp~nt I tke brmer"s Bill 
conhrmauon ts Northey 
''long-on·rdue.'' 

But both ~en a tors .uc applauding 
the cunflrmaoon of BilJ ~orchey 
a.s the Under St:cretarr for Farm 
>nd f-oretgn \gncultural Service 
at the USDA. Northey wtll have to 
step down from ht<; role as Iowa 
Secretary of .~.\griculrure to fill the 
fedcu.J post 

'·I ft<; experience as a farmer and 
as low.1·~ Secn.:tan· of Agnculture 
m:.1kcs tum the tUeal cand1date," 
Lrmt :ud. "l'm glad to see my 
cJIIc~gucs rccPgnizc:d what folk.:; 

• North·ey 
continued on 2A 

Northey 
continued from 1A 

tn Iowa alrcad)• know: Blll orthey knows 
agriculture. He has worked w1th cltligence 
and declication to help farmers and ranchers 
across Tnwa, and will concnue to serve 
as a powerful voice for agncuJrure and 
con~ervation across the country." 

The norrunation was approved Tue.c;day 
by :1 Senate voice vote, according to the 
Associated Press. Nonhey's nommacon had 
been on hold smce September because U.S. 
Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas wanted leverage to 
dt<cu" ethanol policy changes. 

The former prestdenrial candtdate got Ius 
tneeung - Cruz and the rowa senators 
were joined by President Donald Trump and 
\\'lute Hou<e <taff to dt<cuss the U.S. biofuds 
mdu~tty Sen. Pat Toomey of Penn ylvania, 
EP,\ admtnJStrator cott Prwtt and USDA 
Secretary Sonny Perdue were also at the 
meeong. 

"! applaud Bdl Northe)eS paoence o\·er 
thes~ many months, which demonstrates what 
a strong leader he will be at USDA," Perdue 
s;ud. "\X'e thank everyone who \Vorked on lus 
confirmation. BtU will come aboard at a cruc1al 
rime, as Ius knowledge and expernse will be 
immediately put to use as the new Farm Bill is 
formulated to address the needs of American 
farmers. In addtoon, hts leaderslup will be 
key m the newly·constiruted tThs,ion area, 
where the Farm Servtce Agency, the atural 

Resources Conservation Servtce, and the Risk 
Management Agency wiU be provtdmg an 
even better customer expenence. I am excited 
to finally have Bdl on board." 

Northey called the confirmauon a 
tremendous honor. 

''I want to thank President Trump for 
norrunaong me and Secretary Perdue for his 
support and encouragement throughout the 
confirmation process. 1 also want to thank 
Iowa enators Chuck Grassley and Joru Ernst 
for thw strong support and their nreless 
work on behalf of my nommaoon. I gready 
appreciate Ch:urman {Pat) Roberts, Ranlung 

iember (Debbte) Stabenow and the entire 
Scoatc Ag Comnuttcc for theor btparrisan 
support of my nonunaoon. I look forward to 
cononwng to work closelr wtth them m dus 
new role." 

Go''· Kim Re}nolds will appomt Northey's 
replacement to serve as Iowa ecreta.ry of 
Agriculture. orthey-'s tlurd term was set to 
exptre m 20I8. 

~~ want to express my deep appreciatlon 
to the people of Iowa for affordmg me the 
opporturuty to serve m this role for the past 
11 years," Northey saJd. "Worlung WJth and 
learnmg &om the men and women who 
make Iowa agneulrure the dynamic and 
producnve mdustry that feeds the world has 
been honor of a lifetime." 

q..-s.Jt8 

Lakeside Lab announces 
expanded wetland on campus 

Iowa Ulkeside Lab 15 pleased to announce arural Resources Conservaoon Service 
the creation of a new wetland on tts 147- for thw assiStance Wlth the proJeCt. 
acre campus. The latest addtnon can be Ulkeside Lab will have u.pdates on its 
seen from .1-I.Jghway 86 along the bike trail Facebook page as construcnon begtns on 
and 15 already attracting a w1de array of the outdoor classroom this fall and the 
wildlife. wedand startS tts maturanon process. 

LakeStde officials credtt a generous Iowa Ulkestde .Lab was established tn 

donation from the Robert DeKock Family, I909 as a btolog1cal field research stanon. 
a series of two ponds were recendy Curreody owned and operated by the 
completed 00 the northwest corner of the state of Iowa and opernted tluough. the 
Ulkeside property. The wetland as well as a Board of Regents, I..akestde Lab proVIdes 
future outdoor classroom will serve as an sctence classes and research opportunmes 
accessible site for students and researchers for university srudents. Open to the 
of all ages. The proJeCt was made ~sstble public, Ulkeside also. offers outreach and \ 
due to the DeKock conmburion g1fted m envtronmeotal educaoon to the cornmuruty. 
honor of Robert's late wife Anita, who For more details, Vlstt lakestdclab.o'l} For 
was a passionate educator and nature lover. more informanon, contact Mary Skopec 
Ulkeside alsowtshes to thank the Dtckmson at 712-337-3369 ExtenSion 5 or mary­
County Soil and Water D IStriCt and the skopec@wowa.edu. 
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NEW NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE EMPLOYEES TO SERVE YOU 
F ROM THE NRCS 

The Dickmson and Emmet 
County atural Resource 
Conservation Service 
(NRCS) offices have been a 
combmed management unit 
smce the fall of 2008 

RCS " a federal agency 
that works with agricultural 
producers and landowners 
to promote soil and water 
conservation and provide 
technical assistance, as well 
as work with state and feder­
al cost-sharing programs. 

RCS otfices are located in 
both Sp1rit Lake and 
Estherville 

Man Wehh began work­
ing in the pirit Lake Field 
Office as a Soil 
Con'"rvationist in February 
of 2015. Man is nati\'e to 
nonheastem Iowa where he 
grew up on a small commer­
cial beef-cow calf operation 
that his father and grandfa­
ther mn. Hi> first experi­
ence wilh conservation was 
on those farms and pastures, 
where he learned the value 
of terracmg, strip cropping, 
and establi hmg wildl1fe 
habitat. After graduating 

From lett are Clint Hain, Matt Welsh and Nick Dumke. 

from Iowa State Umversity. ty with the NRCS to work in 
Man' s career started m east- Sioux County. where he 
em Iowa where he adminis- worked until he started 
lered locally led watershed working in h" current posl­
prOJects for The orth Fork !ion. He and his wife, 
of the Maquoketa RIVer In Sarah, live on an acreage m 
2012 he took an opponuni- the rural George area, where 

Photo submitted 

her lamily farms . They 
enJOY >pending time with 
friends and family and try­
mg to keep up with the11 two 
dogs 

Chn! Ham JOined us as the 
ne1' Soil Conservation 

Technician in the Spirit 
Lake field office in October 
of 2015. A native of Mason 
City, Clmt is also a recent 
graduate from the 
Environmental Science pro-
gram at Iowa State 
UniverSity while also 
receiving a minor in 
Smtainability. While in 
school Clint worked numer­
ous summer internships 
will! county conservation 
boards, the Iowa D R. and 
helped conduct research on 
wetlands at Iowa State 
before joimng the NRCS 
team. When not at work 
Clint is an avid outdoors­
man spendmg most of his 
lime in the summer fishing 
while panicipating in many 
different huntmg seasons 
Iowa has to offer during the 
fall and winter months. 

Our newest addition i 
N1cholas Dumke. Nick has 
been working in the Spirit 
Lake Field Office since last 
May as a Pathways Intern 
Nick will be lransitioning to 
the position of Soil 
Conservatiomst m the 
Estherville Field Office this ----

summer Originally from 
eastern South Dakota, ick 
recently graduated from 
South Dakota Stale 
University with a BS in 
Agricultural ystems 
Technology. Nick lives 
with his fiancee on an 
acreage near Lakefield. M . 
His tlancee. Kassy, is a biol­
ogi\t w1th Ducks Unlimited. 
They enjoy exploring new 
areas of the country and 
anythmg outdoo" related 

Mall. Clint and Nick. 
along with other staff in the 
Spirit Lake and Estherville 
field offices, encourage 
agricultural and urban 
landowners to contact us 
with your soli and water 
comervalion questions and 
needs. We look forward to 
working witll you. 

The Spirit Lake Field 
Oflice is located at 3302 
18th Street, Spirit Lake and 
the phone number is 71 2-
336-3782, Ext 3. 
Estherville ' s Field Office is 
located at 2109 Murray 
Road, Estherville and the 
phone number is 712-362-
2883, Ext 3. 
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