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DARREN HEIN, A FOURTH GRADE

R AT OKOBOJI ELEM
Catinty!Soll, and Water Gonservation ENTARY SCHOOL, won the Dickinson

poster contest sponsored In conjunction with Grinnell Mutual
Reinsurance Company. Presenting Hein with his award are Keith Van Kleek (left) of Terril, the chair

commissioner of the Conservation District and Jim Rohifsen from {f
{ Dick -H-
Insurance office in Milford. (photo by Meredith Daggett) e Dickinson County Mutual, M-H-R

Captain Steve sails home DCL 2-27-03_
LLakes area mourns the death of a hero

The Towa Great Lakes
area has lost a true friend.
Stephen Kennedy, lifetime
area resident, historian and
honorary captain has lost
his two-year battle with

cancer.

Steve passed away at the
age of 56 on Saturday, Feb.
23 in his home on the shore
of his beloved lakes with
family and friends at his

his home after a two-year battle with cancer.

photo by David Thoreson
Stephen Kennedy was a beloved member of the lowa
Great Lakes community. He passed away Feb. 23 in

side.

Kennedy served as cura-
tor of the lowa Great lake
Maritime Museum since
1991, when the museum
was first established. His
love for the lakes and his
efforts to preserve the his-
tory were contagious for
those who have been fortu-
nate enough to spend time
with him.

Steve especially enjoyed
working with school chil-
dren, giving them tours of
the museum and instiiling
in them the importance of
history. His compilation of
photos, tapes and artifacts
enhanced his storytelling to
the thousands of people he
was in contact with each
year.

Known to many as
“Captain Steve,” he helped
spearhead the effort to
bring the Queen II excur-
sion boat to West Lake
Okoboji in 1986, created
the museum in 1991 and
was an essential part of the
“Save the Park™ effort in
1999.

Services will be held
Wednesday, Feb. 27 at 1:30
p.m. at the Spirit Lake
United Methodist Church.
The family requests that
memorial gifts be made to
the lowa Great Lakes Mar-
itime Museum or Dickin-
son County Hospice.



“r.o;v“e. é.ah-f‘. ;nd Mission She was preceded in dea{h by
her parents, husband Alvin in
Herman

- The race is still on for computer recycling 21,101 Feicomec o
=5 By Mike Jordan Helen is survived by her two 1 an

The new business, incubated out of the n (Puchert) v ;
Staff Writer Spencer NRCS office, was tagged RACE or daughters, Vicky Collins of Brandstetter.

S Refurbishing Available Computers for Education.
‘3 Two years ago, Jeff Kestel of the USDA's Nat- Tom Koster was hired as project coordinator

ural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) had  for RACE and volunteers were sought to disman- _ Funeral On Nov. 6, 1937, she was unit-
an idea to start a recycling operation for comput-  tle and refurbish the machines. yan, 84, of ed in marriage to Wayne Bryan
ers. His goal was to keep computers out of area Not knowing the response RACE would get qd at 10:30 in Spencer. They lived in
landfills by dismantling them, refurbishing those from the counties served by the NRCS office, the Jan. 13 at Wallingford and moved to
that could be refurbished, and recycling those fledging business actively sought donations of Ch.urch in Estherville in 1960.
computers that were not refurbishable. computers and system parts, tor Dwight Lila was a member of the
_ Kestel found that non-profit groups, especially What has been the results of this enterprise’s Interment Redeemer Lutheran Church and
schools, could use extra computers for their stu-  efforts has been just short of overwhelming. East Side V.F.W. Auxiliary both in
dents. So with a place to put them, and an endless Koster explained, “Basically we've downsized lle. She died  Estherville.

supply of computers available, Kestel applied for, a bit since our first year. We are not taking in as il‘n - »;' A — ok e e s
much computer equipment. We are not taking in TUR-S. COnCernS are . d |
o | aired |

and received, a grant from the Department of
COMPUTER RECYCLING

; Natural Resources (DNR), to help fund his proj-
ect. Other funding help was sought, and received,
from county supervisors as well.

owa code spec-  of supervisors to determine local

T find public commentary as a

———

i should a person bother to recy- whelming enough, consider this  tributed about 1,000 computers puters, separating out the plas- "/- 29-03
\ cle their computer. Are there ... in a study recently done by to the cause. tics and metals.”
‘ that many computers trashed the National Safety Council it RACE has two recyclers they Restrictions on what goes 4 Agricul-
} that anyone should be con- Wwas predicted that in the next deal with for recycling comput-  into landfills in regard to com-
cerned? four years over 300 million per-  ers. One is Midwest Computer puter systems and tipping fees eage is locat-

received computers from since  computers now in storage. So Polaris Industries of Spirit  trucking costs incurred in recy~ rman of the
starting up — RACE has refur-  where will all those computers  Lake has gotten on board with  cling the computers of trustees
bished 500 computer systems end up? According to the Envi- RACE, donating, not only their “This is an opportunity to rug ha; bcen.
and donated over 430 of them ronmental Protection Agency, old computer systems, but elec-  address the computer recycling mable Wet-
1o area schools and non-profit 0 percent of all discarded com- tronics waste as well problem before it becomes a Wp) of (he
organizations. They recycled puter systems find there way to “Polari§ is a safety minded large, large problem,” Kestel o Program
] 600 CPUs, 750 monitors and a land fill. industry that is also environ-  concluded, “Right now we have r 103 acres
! 400 printers, keyboards and And that brings us back to mentally conscious,” Kestel a chance to point this issue in o a‘Habi(ai
mice as well. RACE. "We've been educating  declared, “They have also con-  the right direction.” & U.S. Fish
Over 3,750 pounds of lead people on the impact recycling tributed in:kind type services to For more information on '(UéF.WS-) y

—

COMPUTER RECYCLING

Continued on Page 3

il as.an inva- control of tha Incation and make-

Continued from Page 1

everything like we did in the
past. We have also initiated a
deposit fee for monitors. We
have been forced to pay a fee to
the places we recycle them,
basically for the dismantling
work involved. So now we have
to collect one here as well, to
offset that cost to us.”

According to Koster, the
monitors have to be dismantled
because of the materials they
contain. Those materials have
to be disposed of properly
because of their potential risk to
pollute,

Computers are 100 percent
recyclable. They are made up of
plastics, metals and chemicals...
everything from gold, copper
and iron, to lead, silver and
mercury. In fact, electronic
computer boards can contain as
many as 21 different materials.

A 15-inch monitor can carry
as much as six to eight pounds
of lead within them, according
to Koster. The new flat screen
monitors are laden with mercu-
ry as well — stuff that Koster
and Kestel want to see kept
from landfills.

But is there really a problem
with computer waste? Why

Consider this information
complied by RACE, just for the
16 or so counties they have

has been recycled by RACE
from monitors; and the business
has kept some 45 tons of solid

waste out of area landfills.

That last figure, according to
Kestel, represents an estimated
less than 10 percent of all the
computers needing to be recy-
cled ... just in those 16 counties.
This is a potential 450 tons of
computers needing to be dealt
with ... and growing.

If that figure is not over-

sonal computers will need to be
recycled. That figure includes
150 million obsolete personal

has on our landfills and how
they can recycle their comput-
ers,” Koster added. “There is

This semi, being
loaded with pal-

| lets of computers
i for recycling

| from RACE, is
the second semi
to be loaded with
the machines for
transport to a
recycling center
in Red Oak this
year. RACE or
Refurbishing
Available
Computers for
Education has
been in opera-
tion about two
years.

DCN photo by
Mike Jordan

still no legislation talking about
recycling computers. At all
landfills they still collect any
computer materials.”

Schools, who have been the
largest recipients of refurbished
computers, are also the largest
contributors of computers for
recycling at RACE. The AEA
four schools this last year con-

Reeyclers in Cedar Rapids, and
the other is the Recycling Bin
in Red Oak.

help us in our recycling
efforts.”
At this point, RACE is at a

cross roads. They know that
there are tremendous numbers
of computers out there needing
1o be recycled, but they also are
now facing the prospects of
their funding running out.

“Our grant with the DNR is
about to run out,” Kestel stated,
“We have put in another grant
application with the DNR to
help us set up a route in each
county. In that program, we
would send a truck to a recy-
cling center in each county to
pick up computer equipment for
recycling. We would take those
items directly to the recyclers.
Refurbishing would be done
only on the good computers,
which we would continue to
donate to the non-profits. With
a larger volume of machines,
we would chose between the
ones to refurbish and those for
recycling.”

Kestel hopes eventually to
see the computer recycling
business become a viable enter-
prise. For now it remains non-
profit. But the potential for
profitability is obviously there.

“Work activity places could
afford to do this,” Kestel said,
“They could tear apart the com-

for computers would help,
Koster indicated. Those fees
could help with salaries and

RACE and how you might help
call them at (712) 262-2083.
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ty southwest of sion of boating issues in the lowa
) Creek Farms of Great Lakes, including noise
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: iy y9u l | SPIRIT ?.“AKE — Poised on the brink of the
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Continued from Page 1
ys: Currently, lowa code spec-
ifiés Eurasian milfoil as an inva-

4 same - our comrnileg members of the lowa Great Lakes Clean Water
k

LEGISLATORS:

Clean water advocates meet with Represenative

Alliance this week

cems of the conservation group.
Stevens, the third-term congi

elect Johnson, attended the meeting at lhc_lowu

Lakeside Lab on West Okoboji at the invitation of

the Clean Water

of supervisors to determine local
control of the location and make-

sive species, but envi

3

3 gul\nui

evy

/;- §
.N‘back '\'o ouv " Z’

ists have long desired legislative

I to include all aquatic
phites, and to make the
ation of these species a

i matter of legal enforcement and

| nota voluntary effort.
cE | Apopular conservation practice
20 gounds ¥rew . growing in the midwest - the use
Jime an adverTsel 1 of non-phosphorous fertilizers -
—_— || was another issue discussed at
the i Joh and

on !”

up of confi facilities.

A proposed 4,000 head start-to-
finish hog facility southwest of
Milford by Dutch Creek Farms of
Fairmont, Minn,, has caused a
cinder box of controversy since
last summer, and clean water
advocates have given rise to a
wave of public outcry that such
an operation could be granted a
permit by the DNR in such an

Stevens concurred that public
tion of the benefits of zero-

p mme plant additives should
beo&: a statewide campaign.

" Anderson- explained that test
the lowa Great Lakes

T lly sensitive region.
Stevens and Johnson both
expressed the complexity of the
legislative process in such are-
nas, citing the desires of both
politicians and lobbyists to
search for grounds of compro-

plots in

e umsiony G
growing rates between non-phos-
phate and phosphate-based sites.

mise b agricultural and
conservation interests. Both,

With the issue of large-scale
hog confinements gaining public
notoriety in the lowa Great Lakes
in tecent months, the CWA rep-

, said they are sensitive
to the unique ecological status of
the lowa Great Lakes, and vowed
to make those expressions known
in agricultural and conservation
committees.

Given the intensity of public

N resentatives queried Stevens and
%(schedu\ed‘»ojv:w. | Johnson on the standards that
Mve waware ?.l‘um\ will be applied in the forthcom-
ishraina, arandpavevts, i\ ing matrix system that will large-
"3 blo skabbivg , sche: | 1Y govem such operations. The
\: Z‘l R ke cexw.avnd | malrix is a ranking system that

newing owee again. Th

can be adopted by county boards

=t

BEHIND TH® <50 STy

1

outery ding the Milford
area confinement site, both legis-
lators said they felt that fine-tun-
ing the matrix system before its
implementation in March will

organization comprised of a union of lakes area

e a— ———

ive environment concerns aired

Greg Stevens of Milford and Senator David Johnson of Ocheyedan

“Such signs of unity are impressive to legislators,”
Johnson said.

Anderson expressed (o Stevens and Johnson the
CWA's desire to see a slate law banninglall inva-
sive aquaUC species from entering lowa's water-

conservation groups and prolective L\Sh(\(l;\(lﬂn\v’

"Steve Anderson, the coordinator of the CWA,
d several environmental concerns to the
{cgislalors for their questions and c?mmcnls,
Johnson suggested at the outset that the C WA seck
non-binding resolutions of support from Dickinson
County municipalities on many of its crusades.

to hear the environmental con-

and Senale-

Alliance (CWA), an umbrella Please tum to LEGISLATORS, Page 2
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Concerns are éiiea—i :

find public commentary as a
weighting factor on the matrix’s
ranking process. {

Also on the agenda was discus- |
sion of boating issues in the lowa
Great Lakes, including noise
standards, speed limits and num-
bers of boats and other watercraft
on area lakes, CWA representa-
tives told the lawmakers that
noise pollution controls, daytime
and nighttime speed limits and
crowding ordinances are all
obsolete. .

In light of crippling cutbacks in
the Resource Enhancement and
Protection (REAP) fund, Stevens
and Johnson were asked how
those monies could be renewed
and protected. REAP funds, orig- .
inally projected to infuse $10 4
million annually into environ-
mental projects statewide, have
been robbed to help balance |
other areas of the state-starved |
budget. Both legislators agreed
that there is no legislative act that
can absolutely guarantee the pro-
tection of such funds, but each
expressed the optimism that con- .
servation funds can be generated
in other creative ways to address
natural resource issues in the
state. {

ickinson

Minnesota hog producer to se.

Milford. i The Spirit Lake United
"t , the prosp ofﬁ | Methodist Church has complet-
stink and : llution produced | | edg with local envi-
swell of pp from neigl | groups to create a

.4 izens or their county's econo

b

residents, visitors, and, of c¢ | new wetland and restored
folks who give so much of i | prairic just west of Orleans, and
protect and improve the qualiy 1 along the new extension of the
tant natural resources — our lowa Great Lakes Trail.
and air. s The church received title to a
Deliberately plunking dowi  38-acre field, formerly farm-
tory in the middle of the Lake land owned by the late Gus
ing neighbors and environmt) l Walrath, under terms of Mr.
the impression that these m_ Walrath's will. The United
don’t give a fig for the well-b Methodist board of trustees has
. placed the land in two conser-
{ vation programs of the United

READERS

athe hoo lotissu - 5
P e AR ’

States Department of Agricul-
ture.

The Walrath acreage is locat-
ed east of Highway 327, south
of the Reed’s Run tile outlet
ditch.

Beth Will, chairman of the
Methodist board of trustees,
reports that 27.8 acres has been
placed in the Farmable Wet-
lands Program (FWP) of the
USDA's Conservation Program
(CRP), and the other 10.3 acres
has been entered into a Habitat
Agreement with the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service (USFWS),

. restored with wetlands vegeta-

' SL church plans for hew wetland and prairie along trail

The wetlands acreage is to be  mature they will add a scenic
view to the trail

Wetland restoration projects
such as this improve water

quality of the lake, reduce soil

tion, and the upland part of that
acreage will be seeded with a
native prairie grassland mix.

The USFWS acreage will
also be seeded with the prairie
mix.

Earlier the United Methodist
Church had given an easement
to the Dickinson County Trails
Association to build part of its
Big Spirit trail segment through
the western part of the Walrath
land. That trail was completed a
year ago. As the plantings

erosion and provide habitat for
wildlife. Partners in this special
project include lowa Depart-
ment of Natural Resources Pri-
vate Lands Program, Dickinson
County Soil and Water Conser-
vation District, Dickinson
County Natural Resources and
Conservation District, US, Fish
and Wildlife Service, and
Pheasants Forever.

v
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NRCS encourages landowners |

to review compliance plans

‘Winter is the ideal time for landowners to review conser- {
vation compliance plans, according to the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS), the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture's lead conservation agency.

The NRCS encourages landowners to review their com-
pliance plans for highly erodible land and wetlands now,
while making plans for spring planting.

“Reviewing compliance plans now will allow landowners
1o ensure they have practices in place to maintain eligibility
for USDA programs,” says Leroy Brown, State Conserva-
tionist for the [owa NRCS,

Local NRCS staff can provide landowners with informa-
tion on acceptable conservation practices included in their
compliance plans or u|lcm.1l1us necessary to achieve and
mai liance. Laj idering changes to
their farming npcralmn on highly cmdlhlc or wetland areas
should contact the local NRCS office at (712) 336-2604,

Spring Run dedicated as Bird
Conservation Area, 2nd in state

Ded/cat/on means big things for birds and bird lovers

hand to officially

the area as lowa's sunnd Bird

Conseryation Area (BSA)
America’s neotropical song

By GREG DREES
Cormrespondent

ARNOLDS PARK — In
contrast to the wintry winds

that have prevailed through birds continue to suffer devas-
the autumn, a warming south tating losses to their flocks as
westerly breeze d the their annual navigation south

ocean of prairie grasses sur-

becomes more imperiled with
rounding a small crowd of

every passing season. In a cru

spectators. They had gathered sade to turn the tide of
together on Tuesday after decline, the nation's non
noon on the Spring Run gpame biologists have sough

Wetlands Complex east of
Arnolds Park for a special
occasion. Officlals from the
Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) were on

vestiges of suitable habitat for
birds

the 150 species of song

that follow the

each autumn
Long known for

tite of pas

harboring

Pictured above,
lowa Department of
Natural Resources
Doug Harr speaks to
the crowd during the
dedication ceremony
at Spring Run in
Arnolds Park on
Tuesday, Nov. 12.
Pictured left, a new
sign at Spring Run
denotes the area as
a Bird Conservation
Area.

Photos by Greg Drees

|
4

/

mig W fowl, upland
birds and other game birds
and animals, Spr Run fits a

long list of criteria established
to define suitable habitat for a

BSA. Doug Harr, who for
many years developed and
managed public lands in the

county for the DNR
s the

and now

servin ency's chief

biolc inator for
the state’'s Wildlife Diversity
Program, told the crowd at
Tuesday’s ded t the

new Spring Rur rnation

Tum to BIRDS, Page 2
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Water Quality Commission approves projects

The Dickinson County Water
Quality Commission (DCWQC)
recently approved ten water quality
improvement projects for the 2004 fis-
cal year.

The DCWQC approved grants for
nine new projects totaling $161,500.
They also provided $38,500 for half of
their remaining commitment to a
water quality project approved last
year. The DCWQC received 14 grant
requests lotaling $379,000. The
DCWQC only has a potential of
$200,000 available for the 2004 fiscal
year.

Orville Berg Chairman of the Clean
Water Alliance stated that “One dollar
of local money will be bringing in $12
of state, federal and private money to
be used in projects to protect the water
quality of the lowa Great Lakes
Watershed."

The DCWQC was formed and is
funded by a cooperative agreement

among all the communities of
Dickinson County - and the county
itself. In what may become a model of

other watershed around the state,
Dickinson County is the first Towa
locale to use a 28-E agreement on'a

county-wide basis to raise funds for
the purpose of protecting the
water quality. Local communities
each contribute funding to support
joint water quality programs. These
funds can be used anywhere in the
watersheds of Dickinson County
Lakes, which extends into Jackson
County, Minn

Projects that were funded for 2004
include

* $75.000 10 lowa Natural Heritage
Foundation to help purchase an addi-
tion to Spring Run Wetlands
Complex, which provides wildlife
habitat and protects the Great Lakes
watershed. A portion of this addition
will be known as the Larry Wilson

sole

| —

‘DCWQC PROJECTS

area of the complex

* $21,000 to Dickinson County Soil
and Water Conservation District to
support a staff position for the Clean
Water Alliance

+ $20,750 to Jowa Lakeside
Laboratory to support ongoing water
monitoring programs for Dickinson
County (2nd year of project)

*$20,750 to Dickinson County Soil
and Water Conservation District to
finish conservation easements that
were not completed from the Clean
Water Project

* $9,000 to Dickinson County
Conservation Board and Friends of
Lakeside Lab to hire an intern who
will work with both organizations to
promote water quality and the IOWA-
TER program

DCWQC PROJEC

Continued on P:

Continued from Page 1

* 85,000 to Jackson County
Soil and Water Conservation
District to support a staff posi-
tion 1o help establish conserva-
tion  practices in Dickinson
County watersheds in
Minnesota

* 85,000 to Dickinson County
Soil and Water Conservation
District to reduce sediment and
phosphorus from entering the
lakes by altering the tile intakes,

* $2,500 to the Clean Water

Alliance, Dickinson County
Conservation Board and Friends
of Lakeside Lab for profession-
al creation of clean water pro-
motion materials

* $2,500 to Iowa Great Lakes
Resource Conservation and
Development to help promote
phosphorus-free fertilizers
around the lake.

* (carried over from 2003)

$38,500 to lowa Department of
Natural Resources to pay half
the DCWQC's remaining pledge
for Southern Tall Grass Prairie

Wetland Initiative. DCWQC
funds will match the North
American Wetland

Conservation Act (NAWCA)
funds.

Funding from the DCWQC
provided matching dollars for
$1,348,650 in outside funding

for the nine new projects, The
DCWQC's multi-year pledge of
$100,000 to the Southern Tall
Grass Prairie Wetland Initiative
is being matched by more than
$2.3 million in state, federal and
private funds.

The Water Quality
Commission will meet again on
Monday, Nov. 25 to receive
comments on the screening cri-
teria and scoring procedure

e ——

DNR schedules
meeting on Lower -

Gar development

By Anitra Wolf
Editor

The lowa Department of Nat-
ural Resources has scheduled a
meeting to discuss a develop-
ment of boat docks currently
planned for Lower Gar Lake
The meeting, to be held at the
public’s request, is planned for
Tuesday, March 4, at 7 p.m. in
the Maritime Museum

DNR District Enforcement
Officer Dennis Phillips says
individuals in the area have
requested & public hearing with

regards to the docks that Jim
Nodland has planned for Lower
Gar Lake. Nodland, who is
building a housing and marina

project on the lake
for 40 new docks

If the public requests a hear
ing, the DNR is required to
have it," Phillips said. He was
unsure of the age

has planned

said he

lw(

upcoming neeting
expects several officials from
the DNR, as well as the Attor
ney General's office to be in
attendance
BiE  “The ‘number of docks
84 appears o be the concem of the
:‘] opponents,” said Phillips. “I
4 would assume that the il
| reque DNR r
! mit
The matter has fal nto the
: hands of the DNR after discus
sion with the Milford Gity
Council
*“The council denied a key

rdinance 1 Mil

holing

What: Mecting on Lawer Gar Dock

Development j:
When: Tuesday. March 4 at 7p.m.
Where: The Maritime Museum 3
City Administrator Brian Read. »
“The land below the high water
mark is under DNR control. It's
out of our junsdiction.”

Clean Water Alliance Coordi-
nator Steve Anderson said there
are several reasons clean water
groups have protested the build-
ing of more docks on Lu\\er
Gar Lake

“I can't speak for all the dif
ferent lakes associations, but
most of them do not seem to be
in favor of allowing more docks
and more boats into the Okoboji
Chain of lakes at this time,” he |
‘All of the lakes associa
tions are seriously concerned
about several existing boating
issues

Anderson said that Lower
Gar Lake is currently on the
Towa Impaired Waters List and
that means special care should
be taken to reduce further
impairment

Lower Gar Lake has been
impaired due to the amount of
phosphorus entering and in the
lake itself,” he said. “Further
studies that may come about in
the near future need to be done
10 try and determine how much
spended of phosphorus

said

re-su

LOWER GAR

sontinued on Page 2




Bummeister
and Steven
Ray Ander-
son, along
with their par-
ents, Joel and
Susan
Burmeister of
Sherburn,
Minn. and
. Thomas and
Lynn Ander-
son of
Estherville,
announce their
- engagement
B and forthcom-
~ ing wedding
on March 14,
~ 2003 at St.
Luke's
Catholic
Church in
Sherburn.

Ngar

SERVICE: Great Lakes

Steven and Sara

¥ -.A‘,';;‘v‘-.\ *(:”:.!
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Contifued ffom Page 1 Akl
fidfice, Sara B have lit-' 3 hed, where He]
(le of, so they will also act with established a solid
immediacy. Planning all along rapport with
for a late summer wedding, the land in that

couple will now take their vows
on Friday, and Anderson will
head for the unknown as a new-
lywed,

Growing up in Estherville,
Anderson shared the same affini-
ty for the outdoors as his grand-
father and, after an initial stint
with the National Guard in 1994,
pursued a secondary education
that would put his love for the
natural world to good use. While
pursuing degrees in biology and

—
Send-off Reception:
A send-off gathering of friends and

Earth, Anderson

fueled his knowledge | at 2412

area. Back in Blue | March 11 at the Dickinson County So
‘and Water Conservation' s District offi

will be held for Anderson,ua‘e
)

s District
Spirit Lake

17th St.

of prescribed prairie | 3-4:30 p.m. A second ga%'\ering will !akaéf

burnings by supervis-
ing such efforts with
Fedders that spring,

place that evening at the Maritime

Museum in Arolds Park from 5-7 p.m.

23-0%-03
By Greg Drees

val comespadent

In just a year and a half he
has fashioned an Towa Great
Lakes environmental group
into a big-time player. Now he
must answer the call to a
greater challenge
|~ Steve Anderson, the 27-year
old wunderkind of the lowa
Great Lakes Clean Water Al-
liance, has been called to ac-
tive duty in the South Dakota
National Guard, With an ulti-
mate destination unknown, An-
derson will ship out on Satur-
day for Fort Sill, Okla., with
the 1st Battalion of the 147th
Field Artillery from Sioux
Falls, which specializes in the
launching of rockets and mis-
siles,

“The inevitable has hap-
pened,” Anderson said. “As a
nine-year member of the Re-
serves, and war in Irag immi-
nent, it was just a matter of
time,"

And time is just what Ander-
son and his fiancee, Sara
Burmeister, have little of, so
| they will also act with immedi-
acy. Planning all along for a
late-summer wedding, the cou-
ple will now take their vows

< uF
ance [ today, and Anderson will head
l for the unknown as a newly-

wed.
Growing up in Estherville,
¥ Anderson shared the same
affinity for the outdoors as his
grandfather and, after an initial
stint with the National Guard
© in 1994, pursued a secondary
| education that would put his
love of the natural world to
good use
While pursuing degrees in bi-
ology and environmental man-
| agement from lowa Lakes

Meanwhile, officials with the
Dickinson SWCD and others
were crafting grant monies to
bring Anderson into the position
as coordinator of the Clean
Water Alliance (CWA), an

en’ from
lowa Lakes Community College
and South Dakota _State

_University, Anderson spent sum-

mers working in an interesting
diversity of employment that
would eventually lead to his
dream job. Among those capaci-
ties was work at the Spirit Lake
Fish Hatchery and with the
Department of Natural

of what was then about
35 conservation groups and
agencies working for clean water
projects in the lowa Great Lakes
watershed. Anderson accepted
the position and came into his
own under the permanency of the
position.

Some of the landmarks of
Anderson’s tenure as head of the
CWA is the work being done in

s (DNR) E Tl

foil program

During this formative time
Anderson met Steve Kennedy at
the Maritime Museum in Arnolds
Park who befriended him and
acquainted him with the many
lakes protective associations and
their players. Kennedy, who lost
his battle with cancer in the
autumn of 2002, shared his
friendship and love of the lakes
area nautical history with
Anderson, who now acts as assis-
tant curator at the museum.

It was also during these sum-
mers that Anderson began to nur-
ture a love for prairie ecosystems
that serves him well in his capac-
ity with the CWA.

Beginning in 2000, Anderson
did a stint as a naturalist intern
for the Dickinson County
Conservation Board and then did
ground work for a wetlands
research project for Dr. Van Der
Valk of the lowa Lakeside
Laboratory. Fedders Seed
Company in Blue Earth, Minn.,
then came calling in the autumn
with an offer to harvest native
prairie grass seeds and work with
area landowners. Ever anxious to
expand his resume, Anderson
accepted

Early the next year, a transient
Anderson took a leave of absence
from Fedders to work with the
Dickinson County Soil and
Water Conservation District
(SWCD) to study the Silver Lake

/s ion with the Jackson
County, Minn., SWCD in the
northem half of the Towa Great
Lakes watershed, the formation
of the Dickinson County Water
Quality Commission (DCWQC),
the expansion of Gull Point State
Park on West Lake Okoboji and
the increase of the CWA's mem-
bership to 65 groups and agen-
cies. The DCWQC, for instance,
15 a first-in-the-state organization
that was formed with a 28-E
agreement with  Dickinson
County "and its municipalities
that is a funding mechanism for
clean water projects in the coun-
ty. This year, the DCWQC grant-
ed $200,000 in projects that
realized an astonishing twelve-
fold match in local, state and fed-
eral monies, resulting in $2.6
million in total project costs

The Gull Point State Park proj-
ect was Anderson’s first with the
CWA, and one in which he coor-
dinated with individual and
group movers to add a large par-
cel of land to the park that will
enhance and protect the lakeside
watershed. “I can't wait to come
back and see the wetland and
prairie grass restorations on that
parcel,” Anderson said

Anderson has become a well-
traveled advocate for a head-
spinning number of clean water
campaigns, and as the CWA
spokesman he makes appear-
ances and speaks on a wide cir-
cuit of public meetings. He has,

essentially, taken the CWA fram
figurehead status to a motivation-
al agency of action

One of Anderson’s goals is to
set in stone a long-range plan for
the management of natural
resources in the lowa Great
Lakes. “For instance, I think
we're going to see a lot more
public meetings up here involv-
ing the DNR,” Anderson said,
“because we have gotten the
attention of director Jeff Vonk.
We need to determine the direc-
tion we need (o take to manage
our lake resources as wisely as
we can,"

Anderson feels that all of the
projects initiated under his lead-
ership will continue to mature
during his absence. “There aré a
lot of really qualified and moti-
vated people in this area dedicat-
ed to all Kinds of environmental
work in the watershed,” he said.
“The momentum will continue,
I'm certain."

From the days of innocence
when as a youth he would catch
countless bullheads and watch
the waterfowl at the Sand Bar
Slough bridge near Big Spirit
Lake to the trepidation he must
now feel as a soldier poised to
defend his country, two powerful
forces have fashioned
Anderson’s life. The natural
world has become his guidepost
and the- National Guard his sta-
bility. “The military has instilled
discipline and guidance in my
life," Anderson said, “and my
work has provided the passion.”
Servitude, however, is not the
only ardor in Anderson’'s life. He
will take with him the compatriot
love of his new wife, family and
friends. A

“I'm prepared, mentally and
physically, for wherever our bat-
talion may be ordered, and what-
ever the mission” Anderson said
“Of course, we all hope that our
active duty is not long-lived.”

After all, he wants to retun
home to see the fruits of his labor
beginning to show upon the lowa
Great Lakes landscape.

w Ci y College and South
Dakota State University, Ander-
| son spent summers working in
diverse areas that eventually led
to his dream job. Among those
capacities was work at the
Spirit Lake Fish Hatchery and
with the Department of Natural

_ || Resource’s (DNR) Eurasion

milfoil program

During this formative time,
Anderson met Steye Kennedy at
the Maritime Museum in
Amolds Park who befriended
him and acquainted him with
the many lakes protective asso-
ciations and their players.
Kennedy, who lost his battle
with cancer last fall, shared his
friendship and love of the lakes
area's nautical history with An-
derson, who now acts as assis-
tant curator at the museum.

tional Guard in Estherville in
1994 after high school because,
in his own words, he “needed
some direction in life.” While
attending SDSU in Brookings,
he transferred 1o the South

3

~ (lean water advoca

2 &

e answers call

Anderson joined the lowa Na-

Dakota National Guard in Sioux

Steve Anderson talks 1o a well-wisher earlier this
week during a sendoff at the Dickinson County

Falls

Sioux Falls is the home of the
HQ/HQ Service Battery of the
15t Battalion of the 147th Ficld
Artillery, and is the command-
and-control element for the en-
tire battalion which covers the
castern part of South Dakota
The soldiers are trained and
equipped to deploy and engage
the enemy with maximum fire-
power. The baralion also has
medical, maintenance, logistics,
food services and personnel
sections 1o ensure the battalion
is self-sustaining in a field/com-
bat environment

Anderson is trained in the
Multiple Launch Rocket System
(MLRS), a rocket artillery sys-

tem.

The MLRS is a high-mobility
automatic system based on a
weapons platform that fires sur-
face-to-surface rockets. The
MLRS launcher contains a fire
control computer that integrates
the vehicle and rocket launch-
ing operations

Anderson has earned acco-
lades as coordinator of the
CWA

Some of the landmarks of his
tenure are: Work being done in
cooperation with the Jackson
County, Minn., SWCD in the
northern half of the lowa Great
Lakes watershed; the formation
of the Dickinson County Water
Quality Commission
(DCWQC): the expansion of
Gull Point State Park on West
Lake Okoboji, and the increase

of the CWA's membership to 65
groups and agencies

The DCWQC, for instance, is
a first-in-the-state organization
that was formed with a 28E
agreement with Dickinson
County and its municipalities
that is a funding mechanism for
clean waler projects in the
county. This year, the DCWQC
nted $200,000 in projects
that realized a 12-fold match in
local, state and federal funds,
resulting in $2.6 million in total
project costs.

One of Anderson’s goals is 10
set in stone a long-range plan
for the management of natural
resources in the lJowa Great
Lakes.

“For instance, [ think we're
going 1o see a lot more public
meetings up here involving the
DNR," Anderson said, "‘because
we have gotten the attention of
Director Jeff Vonk. We need to
determine the direction we need
to take to manage our lake re-
sources as wisely as we can.”

For now, though, his conser
vation work has been placed on
hold. His military callup marks
the first time Anderson has been
called to active duty

From the days of his youth
when he caught countless bull
heads and watched the water-
fow! at the Sand Bar Slou
bridge near Big Spirit Lake to a
soldier poised to defend his
country, two powerful forces
have fashioned Anderson’s life
The natural world has become

-

Soil and Water Conservation District office in
Spirit Lake. (Photo by Greg Drees)

Steve Anderson and his fi-
ancee, Sara Burmeister, will be |
married today, then Anderson |
ships out on Saturday for Fort |
Sill, Okla

his guidepost and the National
Guard his stability

“The military has instilled
discipline and guidance in my
life,” Anderson said, “and my |
work has provided the passion.”

Service, however, is not the
only ardor in Anderson’s life
He will take with him the com-
patriot love of his new wife,
family and friends

“I'm prepared, mentally and

hysically. for wherever our
battalion may be ordered, and
whatever the mission” Ander-
son said. *Of course, we all
hope that our active duty is not
long-lived
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Steve Anderson called to
serve with National Guard

By Anitra Wolf
Managing Editor

A lot of things are changing for Steve Anderson
in the next week

He's wrapping up dozens of projects. He's
working on wedding plans. And on Saturday,
March 15, he'll begin active duty with South

Dakota National Guard
RECEPTION

“I'm not scared, but I

am unsure,” said Ander- Tuesday,
his scivation on March 1, (RAMIETEH]
\u .d ion on ! .m‘1  +3104:40 p.m. at
Anderson is one of
hundreds of men and (h? USDA
women o receive the call Service Center
on Saturday from the 9107 p.m.atthe
South Dakota National  Maritime Museum

Guard. In January, Guard
members were put on pre-alert, and last Thursday,
they were put on alert ;
“We had a feeling we'd be activated that week-
end,” said Anderson. Saturday when they arrived
at the base, Guard members learned of their activa-
tion
On March 15, Anderson and his troop will report
to Sioux Falls, Soon after, they will be on their way
to Fort Sill, Okla Z
“Fort Sill is a report station,” said Anderson
“From there, I don't know if we'll be going over-
seas, staying in the states or filling a vacancy at
Fort Sill " r ]
Anderson admits that even if he did know spe-

ANDERSON
Continued on Page 3

| LOCAL CALL UP

i\

Steve
Anderson,
lowa Great
Lakes
Clean
Water
Alliance
Coordinator
and
Assistant
Curator at
the
Maritime
Museum,
has been
called to
active duty
with the 1-
147 Field
Artillery out
of Sioux
Falls.
Anderson
has been a
member of
the National y
Guard
since 1994
and a mem-
ber of the
lowa Great
Lakes com-
munity for
nearly two
years.

DCN photo by
Anitra Wolf

Continued from Page 1

cific plans for his unit, it’s like-
ly he wouldn’t be able to make
ihem public.
Not being able to inform the

public of his location is a diffi-
\ cult thing for Anderson, who
| has quickly become a public
| figure in the lowa Great Lakes.

| glo just two years in the
{ , Anderson has complied
a list of acquaintances spanning
out the region
weekend, he sent a
= aon his call-up to more
e-mail contacts
amazing how many

Anderson,

I've gotten to know
"m) Jubs." sdnd Andu-

A m,cpuon in his honor will
be held on Tuesday, March 11,

where he will again be remind-
ed of how many people know
and care about him. But attend-
ing his own reception is just
one of many things Anderson
has on his schedule next week.
Though plans are still tenta-
tive, next Friday, Steve may be

ANDERSON IN THE GUARD
Steve Anderson joined the National Guard in Estherville in
1994 at age17. He transferred to the Sioux Falls 1-147th
Field Artillery Unit when he enrolled in college at South
Dakota State University. The 1-147th is a Multi-Launching
Rocket System (MLRS) unit. Anderson, Sergeant E5,
works with fire direction control, which he defines as "telling
the launchers where to shoot.”
John Parsons, another Lakes area water quality advocate,
served with the 1-147th during his service in WW2. *if | end
up going overseas, I'll be following in his footsteps,” said

getting married

Anderson ang his fiance,
Sara Burmeister, were engaged
last February, They were plan-
ning an August wedding.

*I don’t know where I'll be
in August,” said Anderson. “We
had the choice to either get

married now or to wait until |
get back.”

Plans were still unsure at
presstime, but Anderson said
they were leaning towards a
wedding next week

Planning a wedding and
packing for active duty are
enough to keep anyone busy,
but Anderson is also trying to
get things organized at his jobs

As coordinator of the Clean
Water Alliance, Anderson has
been the one to keep communi-
cation going among water qual-
ity groups and projects. He
hopes that in his absence, the
groups will continue that col-
laboration with current efforts.

“Just because one spoke is
missing, it doesn’t mean the
wheel can't keep moving,” said
Anderson. “It just means the
other spokes have to work a lit-

tle harder.”

Anderson is also Assistant
Curator of the Maritime Muse-
um and will be handing some of
those projects to Museum
Director Tom Kuhlman

Anderson is hoping projects
will stay in motion during his
absence and expects to come
home to a lot of new develop-
ment in the region.

“The rate of development
here is amazing,” he said. “It
will be interesting to see what
the area will look like when 1
get back.”

Anderson will serve a maxi-
mum of two years with the
Guard before returning home to
the Lakes region.

“We're called up for a year,
with the maximum being two
years,” he said. “It will likely
be shorter than that.”







P SEE

By Anitra Wolf
Managing Editor

An attachment to history and ties to former Mar-
itime Museum Curator Steve Kennedy has brought the
museum its new manager. ;

Estherville native Steve Anderson accepted a posi-
tion at the museum earlier this month. His ofﬁcia} title
is Operations Manager of the Queen and the Maritime
Museum |

“P've always enjoyed history,” said Anderson. “It’s
really nice to be a part of its preservation here with the
museum and the Queen.”

It wasn’t just a love of history that lured An_dcrsgn
to the Maritime Museum. He also has a passion for
fulfilling Steve Kennedy's legacy.

“Ever since Steve and I met in 1996, we were really
good friends,” said Anderson. “We always talked
about the future of the museum.”

Anderson said that Kennedy gave him a key to the
museum in 1997, and gave him full access to the

ANDERSON

Continued on Page 10a

——————

ANDERSON

Continued from Page 1a

"

facility and its resources
Kennedy also took Anderson
under his wing, hoping to pass
on his passion

“Throughout the years, Steve
would introduce me to people
as his prodigy or the next gen-
eration for the museum,” said
Anderson.

At that time, Anderson did
not know how true it would be

“When Steve passed away,
there were a lot of people ask-
ing me if I was going to take
over the museum,” he said

At that time, in February
2002, Anderson was serving as
Clean Water Alliance Coordi-
nator and assistant curator of
the Maritime Museum. Earlier
this year, Anderson was called
to serve with the South Dakota
National Guard

He arrived home in late May
and was offered the job at the
museum

“I knew if I was ever going
to leave the water quality stuff,

there had to be a break and a
transition period,” Anderson
said

Although he will no longer
serve as Clean Water Alliance
Coordinator, Anderson still
plans to be very active in the
protection of the area’s lakes.

“I'll still be active in the
water quality efforts because I
feel it’s everybody's responsi-
bility to take care of our
waters,” said Anderson. “It's
also a part of the museum’s
mission statement to be leaders
in protecting the environment.”

Aside from environmental
efforts, Anderson has a full
agenda of things to do as opera-
tions manger of both the muse-
um and the Queen

“We are working on a lot of
things in the museum,” he said
“We're trying to do better
archiving, and we're also work-
ing on improvements: develop-
ing a research room, updating
the theatre system, and creating

DCN photo by Anitra Wolf
Steve Anderson is the new operations manager for the Queen and the Maritime
Museum. He spends much of his time right now working with the Queen and its
captains.

more flow to the museum.”

Directing the Queen is more
of a set schedule. “Right now,
I'm spending most of my time
on the Queen,” he said. “My
main purpose with the Queen is
to make sure it's up and func-
tional.” Anderson also sched-
ules the captains, helps with
boat needs and makes the calls
when weather docks the boat

He's not doing any boat cap
taining himself yet, but he’s
leamning how to drive

“I remember being out on
the Queen with Steve
Kennedy," said Anderson

Even when he leamns to drive
the boat, Anderson said there
will still only be one true “Cap-
tain Steve.” 4

“I can't do half the stuff
Steve Kennedy did,” said
Anderson. “But I should be
able to help fulfill the ideas and
dreams he had for this place.”

0
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il projects saved despite gambling impasse

Measure will help
" tide programs over

until casino tax

issue is settled -

By David Johnson
State Senator

The Towa
Legislature
has stopped
a train wreck |
that could
have gam- [S
bled away
important
water quality
and soil con-
servation
programs
around the state. The si

Court ruled in June 2002 that
racetrack casinos in the stale
shouldn’t have to pay higher
taxes on revenue than river-
boat casinos. Under the court
ruling, both racetracks and
riverboats are now taxed at 20
percent. Previously, racetracks
had been taxed at an escalating
rate that stood at 32 percent
last year and was to be capped
at 36 percent in 2005.

As part of the ruling, the
state also was ordered to pay
$112 million in tax refunds to
the racetracks for taxes in
excess of 20 percent that had
already been paid to the state.
However, lowa appealed the
ruling to the U.S. Supreme
Court. The nation’s highest
court accepted the case and is

required immediate action in
order to keep private contrac-
tors in business and honor
commitments to farmers and
landowners.

Both the House and the
Secnate last week approved
transferring $16.5 million from
the state’s cash reserve fund to
tide over environmental pro-
grams until the close of the fis-
cal year ending June 30.

The programs rely on rev-
enues from taxes on the gam-
bling industry. Continued
uncertainty over the state’s
gambling tax collections jeop-
ardized funding for the pro-
grams. State government has
been shorted more than $24

heduled to hear arg;
this month. Along with a num-
ber of legislators, I believe the
state is in a strong position to
win the appeal.

Since the U.S. Supreme
Court announced it would
review the case, lawmakers
offered racetrack casino execu-
tives a fair compromise that
would settle the issue out of
court. But the industry failed
to reach consensus on the
agreement. The gambling
industry’s unwillingness to
compromise meant that lowa
stood to run out of funding for
the water quality and soil con-
servation programs on April 1.

In other action last week,
lawmakers overwhelmingly

million in gambling tax rev-
enue since the lowa Supreme

pproved a bill that solidifics
lowa as a leading producer of

renewable energy. The legisla-
tion, approved by both the
House and Senate, will
increase Iowa’s wind energy
output by allowing MidAmeri-
can energy to build and own
the world’s largest land-based
wind project in lowa.
According to MidAmerican,
the wind project will generate
310 megawatts of wind energy
and will consist of 180 to 200

see the project to ensure that
rates are reasonable to cus-
tomers and nondiscriminatory
to alternative energy producers
and small hydro-producers.
The legislation also allows the
Towa Utilities Board to
approve the rate freeze
request.

During the debate in the
Senate, an amendment was
offered to allow smaller wind

wind turbines, each g g
approximately 1.5 to 1.65
megawatts of electricity. The
project will be built in three
phases on different sites,
including north-central and
northwest lowa.

According to the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources,
lowa is already home to more
than 400 wind turbines that are
powerful enough to generate
clectricity for more than
130,000 homes per year and
avoid more than 1.3 million
tons of carbon dioxide emis-
sions annually. The 310
megawatts of wind capacity
that MidAmerican plans to
generate will provide enough
clectricity on average to power
approximately 85,000 homes.

MidAmerican's proposal
also includes an electric rate
freeze through 2010, which is
an extension of the current rate
freeze due to expire in 2005.
That means MidAmerican cus-
tomers will see stable electric
rates for at least another eight
years,

Under the legislation, the
lowa Utilities Board will over-

B proj to be paid
by investor-owned utilities for
excess electricity generated. I
have received several calls
from northwest Iowans who
want 10 generate electricity for
their farms, but in order to
make the investment work a
buyer is needed for the excess
generation.

Even though the amend-
ment failed to pass, debating it
raised interest from a number
of senators. I'm returning to
Des Moines carly this week to
further explore with other leg-
islators what types of incen-
tives we can create to spark
small-scale wind energy proj-
ects.

Your questions and com-
ments are always welcome.
You can reach the lowa Senate
by calling (515) 281-3371 or
by e-mail at david.johnson
(@legis.state.ia.us

David Johnson of
Ocheyedan represents Iowa
Senate District 3 --- all of
Clay, Dickinson, O'Brien, and
Osceola counties, and part of
Sioux county,

NRCS office adds water quality spe&i—al—ist

By Russ Mitchell
News Editor

Ike Petersen gets a little restless if he
spends too much time with a roof over his
head. That quality makes the longtime
farmer & natural fit at the Dickinson County
Natural Resource Conservation Service
office in Spirit Lake

“I've always been an outdoors person,”
he said. “I spend the majority of my day
outside, whenever I can.”

Paperwork comes with Petersen’s role as
a water quality specialist at the United
States Department of Agriculture agency,
but he will be on site to help ag producers
with runoff issues and the spring progress-

es.

The NRCS is a United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture office designed to give
landowners and government agencies tech-
nical assistance regarding land use issues
The agency also provides financial incen-

tives for landowners
who set aside segments
of property for conser
vation purposes

Petersen helped with
a Pheasants Forever
project through the
Emmet County NRCS
for three months before
joining the Dickinson
County staff April 1
He has also farmed his
family’s land near
Graettinger for the past
27 years

Much of his 320
acres of land is enrolled in the CRP pro-
gram. He has about 140 acres of hay that
he actually farms

The 47-year-old will focus on improving
water quality in the lowa Great Lakes at
the NRCS office. He hopes he can help
other producers and landowners implement

Petersen

their Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
practices.

CRP is a voluntary program that rewards
producers and landowners for removing
highly erodible and environmentally sensi-
tive land from production through 10- to
15-year contracts, About 2 million acres of
land are enrolled in Iowa.

Petersen said landowners tend to under-
estimate the benefits of buffer strips, the
grassy pieces of land that filter out ag
chemicals before they reach a waterway.
Petersen said Dickinson County landown-
ers and leaders have been especially con-
scious of water quality issues since his
arrival

“] think a majority of farmers have good,
common sense,” he said. “They are really
trying as hard as they can to protect the
watershed.”

Petersen and his wife, Deb, have three
erown children, John of Graettinger, Ken
of Milford and Ben of Random Lake, Wisc

TERRIL HIGH SCHOOL RECEIVES AWARDS AT ENVIROTHON--

School won two awards

Ternil High
atthe eighth annual Towa Envirothon held April 23 at Springbrook Stat

Park near Guthrie Center |

: ) |

Terril received the Wildlife and Forestry Awards. Team members are (back row, from left)

Brian Mehan, Steven Sawyer, and Coach Marc Benedict. Front row, from left: Armin Schnelle,
James Johanson, and Katrina McGranahan

Students participating in the contest were challenged to sharpen their critical thinking skills

nmentdl issues pertaining to aquatics, forestry, wildlife and oils. In

addition, the teams gave an oral presentation on "Agricultural Land Conservation and Preserva-
o asparrof the competition

while exploring enviro
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l HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION DONATES TO CLEAN WATER ALLIANCE--
Tony Weber and Bill Eich, representing the Home Builders As
presented a $1,000 check to the Dickinson Soil and Water Conservation District Commissioners
for:Clean Water Alliance projects. The Clean Water Alliance is made up of local environmental
and protective organizations and indiy iduals who work in both Towa and Minnesota to protect the
water quality in Dickinson County

Pictured above, left to right, are: Scott Mitchell, Orville Berg, Mark Ingwersen, Bill Northey,
Bill Eich, Chris Hoffman and Tony Weber o 4 2003
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HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION DON
Fony Weber and Bill Eich, representing the Ho:

water quality in Dickinson County

Pictured above, left 1o right, are: Scott Mitchell

Bill Eich, Chris Hoffman and Tony Weber.

ATES TO CLEAN WATER ALLIANCE--
me Builders Association of Northwest Iowa,

presented a $1,000 check to the Dickinson Soil and Water Conservation District Commissioners
forClean Water Alliance projects. The Clean Water Alliance is made up of local environmental
! and protective organizations and individuals who work in both Towa and Minnesota to protect the

+ Orville Berg, Mark Ingwersen, Bill Northey

2203

contributed photo
Keith Qostenbrug (left) and Max Lundt (right) of
Center Lake Association presented an appreciation
plaque to Ashley Egeland of the Lakeview Open
Bible Church Youth for placing Dickinson County
Clean Water Alliance “Don’t Dump - Drains into
Lake" badges on street drains and storm water-
ways. The youth posted 80 locations and secured
the very visable badges to remind people of waste
that may contaminate the Lakes area.

Dew 05 07-032

Terril students earn
awards at Envirothon

contributed phot
Terril High School Won two awards at the eighth anpn:-C
al lowa Envirothon held April 23 at Springbrook State
Park near Guthrie Center. Terril received the Wildlife
and Forgstry Awards. Team members are (front from




WELCOME TO
Earth Day 2003
Erevironmental Learning Foir

Earth Day Lecture Schedule
l “Low Impact Development'-protecting water quality as we grow'” Wayne Peterson, NRCS
With rapid urbanization, we have concerns about maintaining the integrity of the natural beauty and resources within
our community Learn how we can incorporate green development alternatives to reduce storm water run-off, control
erosion and develop urban- rural coalitions for our watershed protection
“BioDiesel: Clean, Efficient, and Made in America” Marc Franke, U of I
Learn about this new and exciting y for facturing clean, envi Ily friendly fuel using organic
. bl that has the p ial to help us reduce our dependency on fossil fuels

1:00 pm “IOWATER: Volunteer Watershed Monitoring”, Brian Soenen
This citizen vol water quality itoring program is making waves across lowa!
Get information about the program and how you can get involved
“Falconry”, Dr. Ross Dirks, DVM
This is a natural history lesson on Raptors and Falconry with a live Prairie Falcon to help tell the story.
“Drug Free Landscaping”, Tom Koster, RC and D
Have a green lawn without promoting green lakes! Get the info on phosphorous free fertilizer and other
environmentally friendly alternatives for lawn and garden pest and weed control

10:00 am

11:00 am

2:00 pm

3:00 pm

All lectures will be held in the upstairs classroom

‘Wayne Petersen is a life long resident of lowa. Wayne has his degree in Agronomy with a minor in Environmental Studies from ISU. Since
1976, he has worked with the USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). His career includes. Conservation Technician in
northern lowa, Soil Conservationist for Polk County and District Conservationist for Clinton and Johnson County. In 1996, Wayne became the
Urban Conservationist for the NRCS working throughout the State of lowa helping local Soil and Water Conservation Districts develop services
for the urban sector

Marc Franke is the Director of Campus Services at the University of lowa. His life long interest in energy and science included a B S. in
Tndustrial Engineering and a 17-year career with General Motors. Marc was raised on an Ohio dairy farm and has lived in Iowa since 1985 His
interests include passive solar housing, solar power, wind energy and BioDiesel

Brian Soenen began work for the Water Monitoring Section in March 2002. He earned his bachelor's degree in Natural History Interpretation in
2000 from the University of Northern Iowa. Prior to coming to the [IDNR, Brian worked as a project interpreter for the U'S. Army Corps of
Engineers at Coralville Lake in Johnson County In addition to IOWATER data interpretation, Brian's focus is the development and facilitation
of IOWATER Advanced Workshops, specifically the Water Ecology and Secondary Educators’ Workshops

Ross Dirks has been a Veterinarian in this area for four years and is the owner of the Dickinson County Animal Clinic. Prior to coming to the
Towa lakes region, Dr. Dirks practiced in the Davenport area. While there, he worked on small animals and was the Veterinarian for a couple of
small zoos- the Fejvaury and the Niabi Zoos. He also worked as a Wildlife Rehabilitator. Dr. Dirks has been involved with Falconry for eighteen
years

Tom Koster is a Dickinson County Soil and Water Conservation District Assi C He is also the Dicki County Backyard
Conservation /Help-A-Habitat Coordinator and the Special Projects Coordinator for the lowa Lakes Resource Conservation and Development
office in Spencer, lowa. Current projects Tom is involved with are: refurbishing comp to be donated to schools and nonprofit groups
Lake’'n Lawn Saver phosphorous free lawn fertilizer and solar energy technology for farm, home and boating applications

water quality in Dickinson County

Bill Eich, Chris Hoffman and Tony Weber 4 2503

HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION DONATES TO CLEAN WATER ALLIANCE.-

Tony Weber and Bill Eich, representing the Home Builders Association of Northwest Towa,
presented a $1,000 check to the Dickinson Soil and Water Conservation District Commissioners
for Clean Water Alliance projects. The Clean Water Alliance is made up of local environmental
and protective organizations and individuals who work in both lowa and Minnesota to protect the

Pictured above, left to right, are: Scott Mitchell, Orville Berg, Mark Ingwersen, Bill Northey

X7 vl 1 a

Young People’ s Program Schedules
9:00-9:45 am “Fish Prints”, Tom Koster
10:00-10:45 am
11:00-12:00 pm
12:30-1:45 pm
2:00-2:45 pm
3:00-3:45 pm

Movie- “Microcosmos”*
“Falconry”, Dr. Ross Dirks**

“Herps— Reptiles and Amphibians”, Dorrie Franke
“Birdhouse Building”, KINSHIP

“Nature Journal Making and Hike”, Dorrie Franke

Young peoples’ programs will be in the downstairs classroom

* The movie will be shown in the theatre

ion Trailer
9:00- 4:00 P. M.

“Your Town, Your Choice, Your Future!”

The trailer will be located on the southwest corner the LAC building

in the parking lot.

Infec Displays
Backyard Conservationist
Iowa Lakes RC & D
CLAMP

Dickinson County Conservation Board

natio L

Director

Naturalist
Conservation Foundation of Dickinson County
IDNR

Fish Hatchery

Wildlife Bureau

Law Enforcement
ICALL
Iowa Prairie Lakes Audubon
Towa Lakeside Lab
Friends of lowa Lakeside Labs
IOWATER
ISU Extension
Natural Resource Conservation Service
Soil and Water Conservation District
Dickinson County Landfill
The Prairie Flower- Native Plants
Protective Associations of the Lakes Region
Expedition Co.
Sierra Club

(712) 262-2083
(712) 262-2083
(712) 337-3669, ext z .

(712) 338-4786
(712) 338-4238 |
(712) 336-3362

(712) 336-1840
(712) 336-1485
(712) 3361840
(515) 309-3152
(712) 336-5199
(712) 337-3669
(712)337-3669
(515) 281-4476
(712) 336-3488
(712) 336-3782
(712) 336-3782, ext 3
(712) 336-2700
(712) 262- 5864
(712) 332-9220
(712) 332-9001

This event is a Dickinson County Conservation Board and Dickinson Cov

Soil and Water Conservation District program

McGranahan (back) Brian Mehan, S
s , Steven Sawyer
and Coach Marc Benedict. Students parucnpaunyg in

the contest were challenged to sharpen their critical

thinking skills while explorin i

I ] g environmental issues

pertaining to aquatics, forestry, wildlife and soils.
0CA p 3

7

g contributed phots
Terril High School won two awards at the eight; anpruojc

al lowa Envirothon held April 23 at §

pringbrook State
Park near Guthrie Center. Terril received the Wildlife
and Fore;try Awards. Team members are (front from
left) Armin Schnelle, James Johanson, Katrina




“It was hard work, and it took the whole family.
... We lived off what we farmed.”
Allen Arnold, 80, of West Des Moines

Couple receives -
Century Farm award

FARM, from Page 1

Iowa State Fair.

Arnold said he has worked the long.”

land, which was “swampy, w

androcky," much of his life. Butthe ~ started in 1978 t
. ocky s i sta 0 honor fami
family was self-sufficient as a that huveuwnedlhesamefarm”l]::

result, he added.

“We farmed it and we lived off 14,683 fz since its i
what we farmed,” he said. “You - Oty i o

had all the food you needed

I‘}.‘/}’rnold took over the farm in
5. He continued to work the ship and stewa i

: s stewardshj
land even after moving to the Des  farmland, and recngnu,;;s lohfe ﬂtx:

Moines area in 1980,

In addition to growing cornand  workin -

a g the land," said y
hcf‘m?' Arnold is in the process of Judge, lowa secr;‘:‘arvhn}
transforming the pasture into a agriculture. [ i
game refuge. He is also hoping to
pass the farm on to his son, who life, which has enriched our com-

lives in Davenport, he said.

The lowa Department of Agri-  understanding of lowa’s past while

culture and Land Stewardshi 4
presented Century Farm awarcll.g Wil Coctina b p e

this year to 347 recpients in 88 our state’s exating and productive Mary J. and Allen Arnold
last month. At right is low

counties,
I E—

B T

‘It was impressive seeing how
many were there,” Arnold said
It's neat that they've had it that

The Century Farms Program

100 years or longer. It has certified

“The Century Farms Program
acknowledges these farm families
by honoring century-long owner-
of responsibility that comes from
of
“The program honors a way of

munities, and provides a unique

will continue to play a major role in

future.”

===

of West Des Moines hold the Centu
a Secretary of Agriculture

Patty Judge. Allen Arnold worked most of his life on the Dickins

SPECIAL TO

ry Farm award they received with their family at the

T

lowa S

Statewide lakes protective association emerges

" BY ANITRA WOLF
MANAGING EDITOR
AND DANA LARSEN

STORM LAKE PILOT-TRIBUNE

At a meeting in Storm Lake
this week, organizers from var-
ious lake communities around
lowa quietly voted into being
the lowa Lakes Association
They hope the organization's
resulting tidal wave of influ-
ence can be a powerful incen-
tive for lawmakers to go with

the flow.

dent. Anderson, a former Clean

impact on the legislature as

Members of the new organi- separate lakes organizations,”
zation elected lowa Great said Anderson. “This organiza-
Lakes resident Steve Anderson tion should give us a stronger
of Spirit Lake to serve as presi- voice in the state government."”
Anderson said there are a lot

before.”

Water Alliance Coordinator, is of lobbyists fighting for things concerns,

a member of several Iowa that may have a negative

have never been fought for

Lake lovers from all around
the state immediately found
that they spoke the same lan-
guage and shared many mutual

Gary Lalone of the Lakes

Great Lakes area water quality impact on the environment in  Preservation Association in
Storm Lake was elected as

organizations. He represents lowa
the East Okoboji Improvement
Association on the statewide there specif

“There wasn't a voice out
ally trying to pro-

board. tect our lakes," he said. “We're

“We haven't had much going to fight for things that

“The biggest thing we found in
common is worry over funding of the
Environment First program. This is
paid for out of gambling revenue, and
whenever dollars run tight in the
state budget, it seems to be the first
place the legislature looks to cut,” he
said. “The Environment First fund
also happens to have the money for
lake restoration programs within it,
as well as Resources Enhancement
and Improvement (REAP) funds that
can be used for State Parks and other
projects that may directly relate to
lakes."

Aquatic nuisance species control is
another shared issue.

“If we are not careful to control and
promote awareness to clean our
boats, species can be transferred
from one body of water to another
where it can do major damage in the
ecosystem,” said Lalone

The association expects to bring
issues such as water quality, boating
laws, and protective funding to the
legislature. They also hope to pro-
mote green spaces around lowa's
lakes, bike trails and low impact
development.

The Towa Lakes Association is clas-
sified as a social welfare organization
(501-C4). This means that investments
in the association are not tax
deductible. However, unlike the non-
profit (501-C3) organizations, a social
welfare organization may fund lobby

ing

“We probably aren’t going to be hir
ing a lobbyist in our first year,” said
Anderson. “We are, however, going to
do our research by having a lobbyist

treasurer of the new group.

ks ty group

continued on page 8A

PHOTO BY LYNN LAWS « DCN STAFF

The new statewide lowa Lakes Association plans to make an impact in the Des Moines legislature
regarding water quality issues in lowa’s lakes. The Kettleson-Hogsback nature area near Spirit Lake is
Jjust one of numerous areas that stands to be impacted by the group's actions.

come talk to our group about the
logistics and how we go about getting
our voice heard in Des Moines."

There are approximately 25 lakes
protective associations throughout
the state of Iowa. More than half of
these organizations have expressed
an interest in being part of the new
Towa Lakes Association

Three charter organizations donat

ed $1,000 to get the association on its
feet the Okoboji Protective
Association the Clear Lake
Protective Association and the Storm
Lake Protective Association
Membership dues are still being
structured for other organizations
and individuals who wish to be part
of the effort

Other officers elected for the orga

nization's first term of existence
include vice president Mike Hood
Orleans, representing the Spirit Lake
on and secretary

Protective Associz
Marcia Cor
ing the Clear La
Restoration Association

The 1
meet quarte!
scheduled for January

ar Lake, represent
hancemen

Its next

HE REGISTER
tate Fair

on County farm.



: | A Classroom Without Walls

-Kettleson-Hogsback Offers Sixth Graders a Great Place
to Learn

Sixth graders from Spirit Lake Middle
School, along with sixth graders from
Okoboji and Terril Community Schools,

enjoyed a day of outdoor education at

Kettelson-Hogsback Wildlife Area. This
annual event featured eight stations and
presenters. The students learned about
Y waterfowl, cultural resources retriever

S s dogs in the field, wildflowers. bac kyard
conservation, orphaned and injured wildife, nature walks IOWATER

testing, soybean/corn by-products, and soils

The presenters did
an excellent job at
each station and the
students returned
with a wealth of
knowledge. -Sixth

graders were asked

{0 prepare a report
about their

experiences at

Hogsback and turn it

in for grading. The students would like to thank all of the volunteers
and sponsors that helped

——

' R E— —
| e WDM couple accepts award for cent ry of work

r - BEGISTER STAFF WRITER

BY| A Century Farm award
MANpresented to a West Des took the whole family,” he said.
AND Moines couple brought back “Young people today would
STORM L strong: memories for Allen just die if they had to do jt.*

. ey Y
Al a mee—r

o
on family farm
remains in the family
Allen and Mary J. Arnold

received the family’s Century
Farm award in August at the

Arnold, 80, who has farmed the
land since he was a child,
“It was hard work, and it

Arnold's grandparents pur-
chased the farm, located r{)e[:u'
Lake Park in Dickinson Coun-
ty, in 1903 because his grand-
father “had an itching to move
west” from Hubbard. They

—_— e e

paid $5 an acre

When Arnold's grandfather
died, the land was divided
among four children. A parcel
belonging to Arnold’s mother,
Christine Wiechman, is all that

See FARM, Page 3

this week, organizers from var-
lous lake communities around
lowa quietly voted into being
the lowa Lakes Association
They hope the organization’s
resulting tidal wave of influ-
ence can be a powerful incen-
tive for lawmakers to go with

“The"biggest thing we found in
common is worry over funding of the
Environment First program. This is
paid for out of gambling revenue, and
whenever dollars run tight in the
state budget, it seems to be the first
place the legislature looks to cut,” he
said. “The Environment First fund
also happens to have the money for
lake restoration programs within it,
as well as Resources Enhancement

/ater Alliance Coordinator, is
a member of several lowa
Great Lakes area water quality
organizations. He represents
the East Okoboji Improvement
Association on the statewide
board.

“We haven't had much

of lobbyists fighting Tor tmmngs-
that may have a negative
impact on the environment in
Towa.

“There wasn’t a voice out
there specifically trying to pro-
tect our lakes,” he said. “We're
going to fight for things that

r—— —
Gary Lalone of theé Tages
Preservation Association in
Storm Lake was elected as
treasurer of the new group.

IOWA

continued on page 8A
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WATER SUMMIT

Ag secretary says farming
can be an environmentally
friendly business

Floods of 1993 brought
nutrients in water to
des ting levels.

“T agree that water quality does belong delegated to each state. That’s the best place for management frame-
work to be implemented. There is a backstop however: where consensus, courage and change don’t work — our

states should not underestimate our will to implement (the Clean Water Act.)”
~ JIM GUILIFORD, U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY, REGIONAL ADMINSTRATOR FOR REGION 7

R &

PHOTOS BY LYNN LAWS - DCN STAFF

Water quality is a key pillar of life in the lowa Great Lakes region. Whether boating, fishing or simply enjoying the
scenery, residents and tourists understand the importance of keeping the area's lakes clean.

Residents act to clean up

IMPAIRED WATERS

Governor’s Water Quality Summit opens talks about issues

BY LYNN LAWS

DCN C

owans are coming to the disquieting revelation that life-sustaining,
clean water can no longer be taken for granted. Dickinson County
residents are among the Iowans who are pitching in to find realistic
solutions to return Iowa's polluted waters to their once drinkable,

NTRIBUTOR

fishable and swimmable condition

“As I talk to lake-b:

porting them in their efforts,

Jeffrey Vonk, Director of the lowa
Department of Natural Resources, in
his opening remarks at the Governor's
Water Quality Summit, held Monday,
450 Towans,
including Governor Tom Vilsack, filled
Scheman Auditorium to participate in
addressing water quality issues. They
hope to eliminate impaired waters in

Nov. 24, in Ames. Over

the state by 2010,

ased communities,
people there are demanding that the
state do a better job leading and sup

driving change

said luted waters, to calculate just how
much daily pollution its impaired
steams, lakes and rivers can handle

and still me

included M
Lak
1

ilford Creek.

and Low

But forces outside the state are also
Iowa is required by the
federal Clean Water Act to identify pol.

't water quality standards tY

and to clean up its impaired waters,
In 1998, lowa had 159 waterbodies on
the Iowa Department of Natural

Resources impaired waters list. These
Little Spirit
and Upper Gar Lakes.
2 DNR's final impaired waters

list for 2002 contained 188 waterbodies
with 257 impairments. Nine bodies off
water and 13 impairments were
removed from the list. The DNR added
38 waterbodies and 55 impairments to
reach the total in its 2002. list. The DNR
decided not to include Upper Gar Lake
on the 2002 impaired waters list, “based
on flaws in the original analysis,
including the lack of any water quality
data or water quality criteria upon
which to base an assessment of aquatic
life uses of this lake.

Vilsack told summit participants, in
order to make progress on water quali-
we need consensus and change
And if we are going to make a differ:
ence, we're going to have to make
changes in the way we think and in the
way we do things.”

sumMmIT

continued on page 2B

Water quality top priority to area residents

BY LYNN LAWS
DCN CONTRIBUTOR

Early on a recent Friday morning, a
dozen people gathered on a screened porch
in Milford to have coffee and talk about
water quality conservation in the lowa
Great Lakes

Longtime area residents compared
today's Lakes water quality with lake qual
ity in the 1960s, before a sewage system
was in use. Many find the water to be in
much better cendition comparatively
Others lament the increased presence of
blue-green algae, which they say is due to
agricultural and urban run-off and
removal of shoreline vegetation

They fear water quality is declining in
the fowa Great Lakes. They fear for the
recreation industry as well as their fami
lies’ health. And they feel called to defend
their beloved lakes from further degrada
tion

Ken Lang, a specialist in the study of
the life and phenomena of fresh water
was invited to attend. Lang is the associ
ate director of Lakeside Laboratory, a

research and teaching facility, located in
volunteers there
ality data for a
which
and other scientist
1al weather vari
more years of
the numbers will
clusions about the
ffect human

rea lakes

ay, because of
ances, it will take
data collecting
eal t
health of our lake
activities are having
In the m
time by ar
cientific
the lake
1 resident of Tov
s at Lakeside

accur

servations over

lents and visitors, while

de a valuable snapshot
}

not sci

s have ¢
his youth,
aboratory
lakes until leaving

After an

job in Califc
absence he

research and teach

it had
edge)

wd creek

beds were

that area
s full

It was 50- to

game. Now you can see the bank of every
creek. The wood lots are gone.

“The corn looked strange, too,” Lang

added. “The only corn I knew had leaves
that bent over. Now the corn leaves were
standing straight up: For about two hours
I thought they were pineapple plants
Then someone set me straight.”
Zeigler, who lives on Big Spirit
Lake, said, “And you could walk through
the corn rows then; they wide
enough

“Oh yeah,” Lang said, "*We used to hunt
in the corn fields, too, And coming back in

were many more beans ~ soy
1en that fall, I never saw so
many big combines to harvest crops.

“But I remember that spring was so dry
and windy I remember dust in the air and
not a cloud to be seen on any day,” contin
ued Lang. “Well, the first day I went out on
West Lake Okoboji to conduct the usual
water monitoring tests

were

I was amazed

QUALITY

ntinued on page 28

-~

FHFEEEL B

i B
Governor Vilsack's Water Quality Summit drew
interest from water quality advocates through-
out the state. Several Dickinson County resi-
dents attended the event representing several
different water quality organizations.

GOVERNOR'S REMARKS

see and hear opening remarks from the
rnor's Water Quality Summit, by Gow
ige, DNR

e Jim Guiliford, go to

nor Vilsack,
tor

ary of Agriculture Patty Ju
and EPA represental
vemor.state.ia.us,

Jeffrey Vonk

video/2003/index.ht
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Meeting set to
formalize Clean
Water Alliance

BY DONNA BUELL
SPECIAL TO THE DCN EPA

A re-organizational meet-

! ing of the Dickinson County
and Jackson County
Water Alliance will be held

WCD Foundation ann

arships tha i
S eniors.

igh Schoo) Senio :
s ﬁm vear of education on the

p. in the amount of
 or natural s¢
ation will be forw arded t
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citizens will be on hand, and
community facilitators
will help gather input
Coffee and cookies will be
served. Doors open at 6:30
and the meeting. will
begin promptly at 7 p.m.

at 7 p.m. Thursday. Jan. 15, at
the Milford

Building,
Milford

The Clean Water Alliance

806

Community
Avenue,

N

Buell is the Dickinson

County and Jackson County
Dlean Water ' Allfance
(Coordinator,

began in the early 1990s to

bring governmental

and

non-governmental organiza
tions together to improve
communication and coordi-

nation on

improvement

1998, the

water quality
projects. In
Clean Water

Alliance developed its first
Long Range Water Plan
objectives and §
lead Organizations to imple-

with goals

ment those objectives
plan was updated in 2000 and

The

will be updated again in

2004

At present,
Water Alliance has over 60

partners

but

the

no

Clean

formal -

| membership, dues, structure ;]
or committees
an ever stronger push from
environmental agencies and
granting sources to demon

strate

Yet there is

collaboration

and

strengthen coordination of
expertise and resources to be

eligible for funding

Jan. 15 meeting
will discuss if and how the
Clean Water Alliance should

formalize

to

meet

At the
attendees

this

demand, as other watershed
groups across the state are

doing

T'he meeting will be hosted !

by the Dickinson

Soll and

Numerous

governmen

Water

al

groups

County
District
agencies and non{

)
and
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FROM THE FISHERIES CORNER

New technology helps
analyze watershe

BY MICHAEL HAWKINS
SPECIAL TO THE DCN

The Towa Great Lakes has

long been recognized as

one of the state's most valu-
able natural and economic
resource areas. Various govern-
ment and community organiza-
tions have worked hard to protect
areas within our watershed in an
attempt to preserve or improve
water quality.

It has often been difficult to
assess or quantify the success of
these past efforts. New develop-
ing technology will help commu-
nities and natural resource pro-
fessionals measure the success of
past efforts and help prioritize
future watershed improvement
work.

This new technology includes
Geographical Information
Systems (GIS) and major
advances in watershed modeling.
A GIS has the ability to allow the
incorporation and analysis of
many layers of geographical
data.

Modeling inputs include com-
ponents from soils maps, eleva-
tion data, land-use and tillage
practices, precipitation informa-
tion, and others. Rainfall events
can be simulated; potential soil
erosion can be estimated; and
nutrient inputs and sediment
delivery to the lakes can be pre-
dicted.

These tools will allow us to
identify problems and focus
watershed protection efforts and
money into projects that will
have the most significant water
quality impacts. To date, soil ero-
sion and sediment delivery to the
lakes have been modeled.

The next step in this project
will be to start modeling nutrient
inputs from around the water-
shed and begin modeling and
monitoring urban/residential
areas. The recent land-use
assessment portion of this proj-
ect indicated a 22 percent
increase in urban residential
area since 1994. Much of this
development is within just a few

miles of the lakes, and it will be

to determine the

impact of this urban/residential

development on water quality. D
Citizens in the communities

around the Jowa Great Lakes

realize the importance of our nat-

important

ural resources. The tools being A - —

used to analyze this complex
watershed will assist the commu-
nity in developing a comprehen-
sive natural resource plan for
prioritizing and implementing
watershed improvements.

The ultimate goal of this

assessment and modeling - -
process will be to help the com- = A MET
munity secure federal and state ~ % i
funds for protecting and @& ;

improving the water quality of 2 i

the lIowa Great Lakes. Very

few watersheds in the nation
have incorporated these
types of analyses into
their natural resource

plans.

This analysis com-
bined with strong com-
munity support and
involvement will make
the Towa Great Lakes

Watershed one of
the leaders in

securing
watershed
protection
funds.

EDITOR'S
N OTES
Michael
Hawkins is
a fisheries
research
biologist
with the IA
DNR  spe-
cializing in
watersheds.
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PHOTOS BY ANITRA WOLF DCN STAFF
The Dickinson Soil and
Water Conservation
District sponsored its
annual outdoor classroom
Thursday for Dickinson
County sixth-grade stu-
dents. The event is held
each year at the
Kettleson-Hogsback
nature area where stu-
dents learn about the
importance of wetlands,
boating and water safety,
waterfowl, falconry, soils,
scuba diving and snorkel-
ing, wild flowers, soybean
and corn byproducts,
retriever dog filed trails
and the Kettleson-
Hogsback area itself.

[P Y







~ BY LYNN LAWS
SPECIAL TO THE DCN

As cities grow, more people
find jobs, shopping and social
' opportunities multiply, and,
- inthecase of the Lakes Area,
~ more people from inside and
- outside of Iowa get to enjoy
. water sports activities in
| beautiful, blue lakes. But with
Y| all the good that urban growth
- brings, comes responsibility

- and the hard work of main-

taining the health of the natu-
ral areas within and around
the cities - the health of the
trees and other plants, the
soil, the animals (including
humans) the air and, of
course, the water

“There’s no place in Iowa
where the economic health
and life of the community is
more dependent on water
quality than the lakes
region,” says Wayne Petersen,
Urban Conservationist for
USDA' Natural Resources
Conservations Service. “Low
impact development focuses
on water quality. So we figure
this region is a logical place to
bring this concept to Iowa. If
we can't make it work here, it
will be difficult to make it
work anywhere else in Towa."

Petersen is the driving force
| behind a local seminar series
on low impact development
(LID), which began in June,
with a tour into the agricul-
tural lands in the lakes water-
| shed and featured the conser-
vation work that farmers are
doing to protect water quality.

Petersen says the low
impact development prac-
tices, highlighted in the semi-
nar series, mimic the way
nature used to do the work of
filtering pollutants from our
water.

“Before JE. settle

“Storm water run off goes directly into

the lake. A lot of people don’t know that

or don’t think about that.”

=~ WAYNE PETERSEN, URBAN CONSERVATIONIST FOR USDA
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

had numerous projects in past
through state and federal
grants and they have all been
aimed at agriculture, There is

ment..the- . » * landscape
absorbed the vast majority of
pollutants. As the prairies
were plowed, the soil degrad-
ed, and impervious surfaces
added, like parking lots, we
created a run-off hydrology
that carries pollutants into
the receiving waters, like
streams and lakes.”

An example of a city con-
struct that is part of a “run-
off hydrology” is a parking
lot. Oil and other petroleum
products from cars and
trucks move across the
impervious surface of the
. parking lot and directly into

the city's storm water drains

and, from there, untreated,
into the lakes,

“Storm water run off goes
directly into the lake. A lot of

| people don't know that or
don't think about that,” said
Petersen. “Oils and grease,
antifreeze - any petroleum-
based products can either
enter directly into the lake or
be handled by the soil. We
want to get them infiltrated
into the soil to let the soil han-
dle them. Microbes in the soil
will gobble them up.

Microbes like carbon.”

One of the key features of
low impact development (LID)
is to include into storm water
management practices that
are aimed at protecting water
quality

“Historically we have
focused on flood control as the
number one hazard and right-
ly so - this is important. But
we need to add water quality
into storm water manage-
ment - managing frequent,
lower-intensity storms,” said
Petersen. “Historically we
have managed the large cata-
strophic type events that
cause flooding. Now we have
to manage little storms, the
half-inch rain falls. The vast
majority of pollutant loads
are delivered in the first flush
of big storms and in frequent
small storms, This is what
really impacts water quality.”

Orville Berg, West
Okobojian, Soil District
Commissioner and Chair of
the Clean Water Alliance
attended the first seminar in
June and registered for the
September 17 workshop.

“I want to see the new ideas
for protecting our environ

Ry R AR TR e 5 Ry

Department *~ of  Natural
Resources Conservation

Agriculture - Division of Soil

irtually no.program.aimed.... Conservation,, Dickinson Soil .

{+.at urban,areas-~until now..We . and vater  Conservation

really need to figure out how
we can get something signifi-
cant done for our urban
areas.”

Seminar organizers have
received 50 registrations to
date and hope to sign up many
more. They want to attract
city decision-makers, private
contractors, developers,
design professionals, land-
scapers and interested citi-
zens to the series of work-
shops.

“First, is municipal officials
that set policy and regula-
tions,” said Petersen. “If they
don't Kknow about these
approaches, and don’t under-
stand how they provide eco-
nomic and environmental
opportunities, then anything
that looks contrary to existing
rules, they're likely not to
approve. So they are a key
audience.

Berg says people should
attend for the outstanding
presenters.

“Normally people would
have to go to a national con-
vention to obtain this caliber
and quality of information,”
said Berg

The Sept. 17 session will
review original land survey
notes and provide a picture of
the pre-settlemeént landscapes
around the lakes and how this
information can be used to
design natural water filtra-
tion systems. The day will
conclude with visits to wood-
land areas on the east shore of
West Lake. For more informa-
tion on this seminar and
monthly workshops to follow,
call (712) 336-3782, extension 3

The seminar series is pro
vided by the Dickinson Soil
and Water Conservation
District Commissioners with
funds from a grant through
the Environmental Protection
Area and additional grants
from the Dickinson Water
Quality Commission and the
Farm Bureau Federation
Seminar series organizers
include Dickinson County

Conservation Board and
Foundation, Jowa State
University Extension,

Friends of Lakeside Lab,
Spirit Lake Protective
Association, East Okoboji
Lake Improvement
Corporation, Okoboji

District and the Clean Water
Alliance.
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MORE INFO

B "The Historic Landscape of
the Great Lakes Region,” a
oneday workshop for profes-
sionals and members of the
general public who are inter-
ested in supporting the cre-
ation of lake-friendly develop-
ment practices, will be held
Friday, Sept. 17, at the
Village West Corvention
Center. Registration begins at
8:30 a.m, with the workshop
running from 9.a.m. to 4

3::; \?Smislev, call

| Prekinson Soil Water
Conséfvation R & (712)
3363782, extension 3.
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B The next
$hop In the
Impact
Developmentf
series will bol
on Friday, Nog
A speaker fro§
the Center fa
Watershed
Protection wi§
speak on thed
“Better Site
Design” There will
also be discus-
sion of existing
codes and ordi-
nances. Call 712
3363782, ext, 3
for more informa

tion
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speak in Spirit Lake -

BY LYNN LAWS
DCN CONTRIBUTOR

On Friday, Oct. 15, Lakes
Area property owners, city
planners, builders and oth-
ers will have another
opportunity to learn how
to protect the lakes and
their drinking water, while
allowing for urban devel-
opment.

Larry Coffman,
Associate Director of the
Prince George's County,
Maryland’s Department of
Environmental Resources,
will be the presenter for
this third of 10 Low Impact
Development workshops,
being sponsored by the
Dickinson Soil and Water
Conservation District and
the Dickinson Clean Water
Alliance.

“Larry is truly recog-
nized as a national leader
on low impact develop-
ment. I'm really glad we
could pluck him out of the
sky for a day. He will be in
L.A. all week and then
Minnesota, then us and
then Maryland,” said
Wayne Petersen, Urban
Conservationist for the
US. Department of
Agriculture Natural
Resources Conservations
Service. He is one of the
experts spearheading this
series of workshops on low
impact development.

Coffman has over 30
years of experience in
storm water management,
flood control and compre-
hensive watershed plan-

Low )
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mimic

to provlde water quality and economic benefits.
This water retention area for Lakes Business Park
(top) in Spirit Lake mimics a natural area near

Lake Park in il c

ty (bottom)

‘LOW IMPACT
DEVELOPMENT
101"

FRIDAY, OCT. 15
Village West Convention
Center
Highway B6, Spirit Lake
Continuing Education
Credits are available for all
workshops in this
series.Call (712) 336-3782,
ext. 3 to register

Next workshop In the series:
Friday, Nov. 19
“Better Site Design”
Call (712) 336-3782, ext, 3

for more Information

and pioneered the develop-
ment of the innovative
storm water management
practices of bioretention
or “rain gardens” and is

Design N

His manual “was the
first publication that T
found that put some legs
under this idea that there
are new alternatives to
managing storm water
that also provide water
quality and economic ben-
efits,” Petersen said.

Friday's workshop will
provide information on
rain gardens and other
low-impact development
techniques, case studies,
cost considerations,
upkeep and lessons
learned. Workshop plan-
ners say there is still space
available for anyone inter-
ested in attending this
workshop.

“This series is low
impact development 101, so
people don't need to be an

ning and restoration. He
has authored numerous
papers and articles on
storm water management
_Lige

national

past s,
“lI spent the early part of my life
destroying: straightening streams.”
Coffman said to over 50 lowans gathered
to hear him speak in Spirit Lake in late
October.

Coffman says his destructive work
began early, at the age of 12. That's when
he got his work permit and joined his
father's contracting business, construct-
ing storm drain pipes, in Prince George
County, in Washington State. When
Coffman graduated from college in 1974,
his degree and his early work with his

wtather led; h
AARASHARON  Sari Iy o MGG,
which also managed storm water by pip
ing it off the land and into surrounding
waters. Along the way, he watched and

the principal author of
Prince George's County's
award-winning
“Low Impact Development

toy7a; wiobrpwithythery

expert,” Petersen said
“With each session their
knowledge base grov

new uevelopment ecnnolugies.,
urbanize, we can systematically destroy
the physical systems that protect our

AS we

waters - plants and soils and with them
their ability to purify and absorb water
Or, we can integrate them into our
designs, Coffman says.

Coffman is well known for encouraging
the use of rain gardens, “a water quality
practice in which plants and soils remove
pollutants from storm water. Planted in
low-lying areas, rain gardens contain
specific layers of soil, sand and organic
mulch. These layers naturally filter rain

watggphieh) e e pollrigd by, pil Bad

ichemicals built up on_gour.awns® and
driveways, Rainwater ¢ 1156 PIck up
pollutants “ds it passés through' our
atmosphere on its to the ground

k Ram garden expert to .
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NEXT STEPS

Some suggested next

steps for the lowa Great

Lakes Area:
W Develop and publish
home-owner guldelines
specific to the Lakes Area
M Create a web page for
specific users with lots of
information and voluntary
implementation guide
lines
B Make Low Impact
Development required
learning for bullders and
other development profes.
sionals

B Look at the entire ment codes

In attendance at the October seminar
sponsored by Dickinson Soil and Water

Conservation District and many lakes
associations, were developers, citizens
consultants, scientist, municipal and

state government workers, developers,
and landscape architects.

“I'm an exact stereotype of what he
presented. He was talking about how
public works have been trained to get rid
of storm water, rather than use it,” said
Dickinson County Engineer Dan Eckert

Eckert calls the new development tech
nologies “permanent solutions perfect
fgr the lakes area.”

__The new low impact development tech
noldgies provide creative wa
buildings, malls
driveways

o design

and other structures in

W Provide meetings on
implementation Issues
related to these new tech-
niques and Ideas

B Implement residential
and commercial demon:
stration projects

B Urge government agen-
cies to set an example
with their capital improve-
ment programs for gov-
emment bulldings and
grounds and redevelop-

watershed and make
regional plans; research
regional differences

According to the U.S.
Environmental Protection
Agency, polluted runoff is
the No.1 water quality
problem in the U.S.

Rain gardens are abun-
dant in Maplewood, Minn.,
a city that has created a
rain garden incentive pro-
gram for home owners.

a way that holds water on site for as long
as possible

“All our storm sewers eventually lead
to a lake, and, my goodness, if we can fil-
ter the heavy metals and chemical fertil-
izers through bio-retention cells (rain
gardens), we're really addressing both
issues of quantity (flood control) and
quality.” Eckert said

Coffman talked about celebrating and
utilizing rain water, rather than thinking
of it as something we have to move to the
nearest storm drain

‘We can't keep using old thinking and
technologies that were developed 40
vears ago for different purposes and rea
As Einstein said, ‘you can't solve
today’s problems with the same thinking
that created them."

sons
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On Friday, Oct. 15, Lakes
Area property owners, city
| planners, builders and oth-

\ ' ers will have another : | :
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impact development.
Coffman has over 30
years of experience in
storm water managemnent,
flood control and compre-
hensive watershed plan-
ning and restoration. He
has authored numerous
papers and articles on
storm water management

and pioneered the develop-
ment of the innovative
storm water management
practices of bioretention
or “rain gardens” and is
the principal author of
Prince George's County's
national award-winning
“Low Impact Development

available for anyvone inter-
ested in attending this
workshop.

“This series is low
impact development 101, SO
people don't need to be an
expert,” Petersen said.
“With each session their
knowledge base grows.

~ His work is his penance

NEXT LOW
IMPACT
WORKSHOP

B The next work-
shop in the Low
impact
Development
series will be held
on Friday, Nov. 19
A speaker from
the Center for
Watershed
Protection will
speak on the topic
"Better Site
Design” There will
also be discus-
sion of existing
codes and ordi-
nances, Call 712-
3363782, ext, 3
for more informa-
tion
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BY LYNN LAWS
AND JANE SHUTTLEWORTH
DCN CONTRIBUTORS

arry Coffman says his work 1s

his way of atoning for past sins.

Though Coffman brings much

passion to his work and uses
such words as “mission” and “sin,” his 1s
not a religious campaign. Coffman is the
associate director of Prince George
County Department of Environmental
Resources. Encouraging others not to
make the same mistakes he made early in
his career is his “way of making up for
past sins.”

“] spent the early part of my life
destroying: straightening streams.”
Coffman said to over 50 Iowans gathered
to hear him speak in Spirit Lake in late
October.

Coffman says his destructive work
began early, at the age of 12. That’s when
he got his work permit and joined his
father’s contracting business, construct-
ing storm drain pipes, in Prince George
County, in Washington State. When
Coffman graduated from college in 1974,
his degree and his early work with his

which also managed storm water by pip-
ing it off the land and into surrounding
waters. Along the way, he watched and

learned.

Now he says he knows for certain that
“the conventional way of handling storm
water will guarantee loss of our recre-
ational waters.”

“If we don’t change our ways, it's justa
matter of time before we lose the waters
that give so much to our quality of life n
ecologically, socially and spiritually”
says Coffman.

Coffman emphasizes that the issue is
not about urban growth. Discussions
about growth only polarize people and
dilute good solutions. Instead, city plan-
ners and others need to be talking about
new development technologies. As we
urbanize, we can systematically destroy
the physical systems that protect our
waters — plants and soils and with them
their ability to purify and absorb water
Or, we can integrate them into our
designs, Coffman says.

Coffman is well known for encouraging
the use of rain gardens, “a water quality
practice in which plants and soils remove
pollutants from storm water. Planted in
low-lying areas, rain gardens contain
specific layers of soil, sand and organic
mulch. These lavers naturally filter rain-

gather rled) himyrtoyra wiobrpwithyprtherwatgganieh) | egn pe polintgd by, pil AR -
i%‘i:&m‘g’wﬂ l@anitﬂr&*“ﬂb‘rﬂnﬁsﬂﬁﬁ'}ﬂ chemicals built up on_Qurclawns and

driveways. Rainwater can also” pick up
pollutants “as it passes throuegh our
atmosphere on its way to the ground.”

Some suggested next
steps for the lowa Great
Lakes Area:

B Develop and publish
home-owner guidelines
specific to the Lakes Area

B Create a web page for
specific users with lots of
information and voluntary
implementation guide-
lines

B Make Low Impact
Development required
learning for builders and
other development profes-
sionals

B Look at the entire ment codes.

In attendance at the October seminar
sponsored by Dickinson Soil and Water
Conservation District and many lakes
associations, were developers, citizens,
consultants. scientist, municipal and
state government workers, developers,
and landscape architects.

“I'm an exact stereotype of what he
presented. He was talking about how
public works have been trained to get rid
of storm water, rather than use it,” said
Dickinson County Engineer Dan Eckert.

Eckert calls the new development tech-
nologies “permanent solutions periect
for the lakes area.”

" 'The new low impact development tech-
holegies provide creative ways to design
buildings, malls, parking lots, yards,
drivewayvs, and other urban structures 1n

| NEXT STEPS

B Urge government agen-
cies to set an example
with their capital improve-
ment programs for gov-
ernment buildings and
grounds and redevelop-

watershed and make
regional plans; research
regional differences

B Provide meetings on
implementation issues
related to these new tech-
nigues and ideas

According to the U.S.
Environmental Protection
Agency, polluted runoff is
the No.1 water quality
problem in the U.S.

B Implement residential
and commercial demon-
stration projects

Rain gardens are abun-
dant in Maplewood, Minn.,
a city that has created a
rain garden incentive pro-
gram for home owners.

a way that holds water on site for as long
as possible.

“All our storm sewers eventually lead
to a lake. and, my goodness, if we can fil-
ter the heavy metals and chemical fertil-
izers through bio-retention cells (rain
gardens), we're really addressing both
issues of quantity (flood control) and
quality,” Eckert said.

Coffman talked about celebrating and
utilizing rain water, rather than thinking
of it as something we have to move to the
nearest storm drain.

“We can’t keep using old thinking and
technologies that were developed 40
years ago for different purposes and rea
epns. As Einstein said, ‘you can’t solve
today's problems with the same thinking
that created them.™
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Water

quality
commission
funds clean
water
projects

BY GREG DREES
SPECIAL TO THE DCN

The Dickinson County
Water Quality Commission
on Monday night granted
funds totaling $133,732 to
seven of 10 applicants seek
ing money for clean water
projects

“The commission funded a
wide diversity of water qual-
ity applications that will
enhance the natural
resources of Dickinson
County,” said acting chair
Darryl Halling

The commission, which
begins with an annual fund-
ing pool of $200,000 through
assessments made in a 28E
agreement with the munici
palities and the county,
accepts project applications
each year and grades them
on a ranking system. The
seven projects that the com
mission approved on
Monday range in diversity
from a lakeside prairie
restoration and water quali
ty monitoring to infiltration
based storm water manage-
ment. Two dredging projects
and an infrastructure project
were denied funding because
they failed to meet the com
mission’s minimum ranking
standard

The Dickinson County
group is a one-of-a-kind
water quality commission in
the state. It is designed as a
funding mechanism to pre
serve and enhance water
quality in the county The
commission was established
in 1999 and is comprised of
18 voting members. To date,
the Dickinson County Water
Quality Commission - when
considering the matching
moneys that project appli-
cants have received from fed-
eral, state and local sources
has funded literally millions
of dollars in clean water
projects throughout the
county.

OK’D PROJECTS

In the FY06 funding cycle,
the commission on Monday
night approved the following
projects:

B DICKINSON COUNTY
SOIL AND WATER
CONSERVATION DISTRICT -
$52,175 for demonstration
sites of infiltration-based
storm water management
practices that protect water
quality

@ DICKINSON COUNTY
SOIL AND WATER
CONSERVATION DISTRICT
$24,352 for the lowa Great
Lakes Clean Water Alliance
to manage the CWAs
¢ plan by coordinat
ing, educating, communicat
ing, funding and prioritizing
watershed projects.

M |IOWA DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES -
$38,000 for a lowa Great
Lak tershed light detec
tion and ranging project, a
system that produces a
dense network of elevation
data use to improve water:
shed modeling efforts.

B SILVER LAKE
PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION
- $1,250 for startup

on to formulate
5 for water quality proj
the Sliver Lake

watershed

B FRIENDS OF LAKESIDE

LAB - $7 for water qual
ity monitoring In nine
Dickinson County lakas to

develop a database of in
lake nutrient levels

M DICKINSON COUNTY
CONSERVATION BCARD
AND FRIENDS OF
LAKESIDE LAB - $7,185 for
udent o serve
tern for environ
2ducation for both

W TRIBOJI BEACH
BETTERMENT
ASSOCIATION - $3,445 for
e restoration project
) end of West
boji

ion denled

r the follc

3PP ations o
meet minimum ranking stan
garas.

B WAHPETON CANALS
PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION
- $40,000 for a Wahpeton

als drec

g project
B EAST OKOBOJI BEACH,
INC. - $30,000 for a

drainage and infrastructure

projer

W LAKES AREA WATER
TRAILS, INC. - $120,000

for a dr

ing restoration

|2-15-04

Dickinson Co. News
Farm Bureau recognizes Nielsen

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Phyllis Nielsen of Milford (left) received the Dickinson County Farm Bureau
recognition award at the Jowa Farm Bureau Federation (IFBF) annual meeting in
Des Moines Dec. 1. Craig Hill, IFBF vice president, made the presentation to
Nielsen, who is the county Farm Bureau past-president

Dickinson County Farm Bureau received gold star recognition for its 2004 pro
grams in membership, policy development, policy implementation, county action,
public relations, ag in the classroom, rural and community development, leader-
ship development and political effectiveness.

Gold stars recognize outstanding achievement while silver stars show above
average achievement
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at the upcoming quarterly meet-
ing is a proposed watershed ethic
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i.e, that current economic or
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New Laser Technology
for Towa Great Lakes

BY LYNN LAWS
DCN CONTRIBUTOR

Mike Haw .
biologist, Towa DNR,
Fisheries Bumu. in Spirit
Lake, is already looking for-
ward to spring, when an air-
plane and laser will provide a
missing piece to the puzzle of
how to keep lowa Great Lakes

“Hawkins is one of several
area professionals who have
‘been attending the monthly
Low Impact Development
sd)nlnars in Spirit Lake.
Hawkins says they have been
learning new, natural ways to

storm water, a major

source of pollution for lakes.

ipants have been anx-

us to put their new knowl-

edge to work, but haven't had
the local data they need.

“The data layer holding us
up to make decisions or try to
represent our watershed on a
smaller scale was our water-
shed data - the data we can get
with the LIDAR technology,”

* Hawkins said.

An advanced, highly accu-
rate system called LIDAR
(light detection and ranging)
involves laser pulses of light
shot to the ground from an
airplane, As the light hits the
ground, the technology

returns. highly accurate and

detailed elevation informa-
tion, says Hawkins.

“LIDAR takes millions of
data points off the ground
and keeps track of that infor-
mation. That allows us to rep-
resent the landscape in the
computer. We will be able to
see where water accumulates
and flows over a street, or a
slope of land and the length
qf the slope. So we'll have pre-

* cise informuﬁon of how{ «

mpe." Hawkins sald
s that, along

-aerial. photos, this infor-

on will let planners and

: oﬂlers know how much land

‘to each storm sewer
9uﬂet how much of that is

BQ; versus pavement, how
much is made up of roof tops,

" and move. This kind of
© detailed information is what

VELs,
builders, architects and other
professionals need to know in

' order to determine where

all is being filtered
rough soil and plant roots

ore entering the lakes and

it is going directly, into

éxe lakes without being fil-

J

nmv

tered. p
“Everyone has limits on
ﬁmeand;noney ~Soif acom-

this will help us priormze
what areas will benefit most,”
Hawkins said.

The Dickinson County
Water Quality Commission is
providing $38,000, half of the
funds for the LIDAR map-

ping. The other $38,000 will
come from a combination of
state and local funding.
Many details must still be
decided. But Hawkins is hop-
ing for the fly-over to occur in
early spring, when there is no
crop cover or leaves on trees
to block the laser beams.
Hawkins will present more
information about the new
LIDAR technology and' new
aerial photographs of the
Great Lakes Area at the next
Low Impact Development
Workshop, Friday, Dec. 17, at
the Village West Convention
Center, Highway 86, in Spirit

Hawkins has attended all
but the first Low Impact
Development (LID) seminar
and is on the LID coordinat-
ing committee.

“They (LID seminars) have
been fantastic. | am thorough-
ly impressed. Urban planning
is not my job, but it's an
important part of: the
process, I see the other people
- county, landscaping firms,
city, etc. really enjoying the
process. It makes sense to
them. Everyone knows how
important our water is in the
lowa Great Lakes, These sem-
inars help them know how
they can do their jobs better.
These presentations have
shown how low nnpact devel-

make_s

time and money These prac-
tices will bring costs down.
That turns peoples' heads. We
are all looking at the bottom
line," Hawkins said.

In addition to Hawkins
presentation, Avery Patillo,
from the US. Department of
Agriculture, Natural
Resources Conservation
Services, will present about
‘Green Infrastructure.”

B For more information
about this and other upcom-
ing workshops, call the
Dickinson Soil and Water
Conservation District at 712-
336-3782, extension 3.

BY LYNN LAWS
DCN CONTRIBUTOR

Failure to control run off
and erosion at construction
sites after a rain storm, is
costly for land developers
and construction companies,
It also pollutes receiving
waters, like lakes and
streams, with sediment.
In fact, sediment is the
number one pollutant of US.
waters, says Jay Michels,
wath Minnesota Erosion

washed over construction
sites, agricultural fields and
other land disturbances in
the watershed have released
sediments, either directly
into the Mississippi or into
storm sewers which drain
into the Mississippi. These
sediments have moved into
the river's receiving waters
at the Gulf of Mexico and
have caused a 9,000 square
mile dead zone. But all
waters, including the lowa
Great Lakes, are threatened
by sediment and even the
smallest of construction
sites can cause havoc to
water bodies.

Experts believe that at
least part of the solution lit-
erally lies in our home trash
bins and the trash bins of
food producers, paper pro-
ducers and some other man-
ufacturers.

Stacie Johnson, with
Organic Matters of Cedar
Rapids, who boasts she has
made a career out of
garbage, shared her expert-
ise with northwestern lowa
citizens, professionals and
municipal and county lead-
ers at Low Impact
Development seminar,
Friday, in Spirit Lake.

Johnson says that rather
than sending organic by-
products from these trash
bins to landfills, they can be
made into quality compost,
through a controlled and

ated ition
process, which Kills weed
seeds and disease-causing
agents. In turn, two inches of
this compost, applied on soil,
even if the soil is compacted
or frozen, will slow storm
water run-off, trap sedi-
ments, reduce erosion,
encourage the quick growth
of seed plantings and sup-
press weeds in the subsoil.
Johnson shared the results
of a three-year study, con-
ducted at Jowa State
University which showed,
compared to conventionally
seeded  post-construction
slopes of land, composted
and seeded post-construc-
tion slopes will have 80 per-
cent less storm water run-
off, 99 percent less sediment

»

Composting garbage saves ==
soils, money and protects waters

loss, 99 percent less nutrient
run-off and 75 percent less
weeds. Conventional seeding
involves planting seed
directly into the compacted
subsoil that’s left after road
construction or putting
down a layer of top soil
before seeding. Conventional
seeding often requires work-
ers to return to sites to
reseed and apply herbicides.

The $189,000, three-year
study was funded by the
‘lowa Depan.ment of Natural

Transportati on: ‘The

was attempting to div
‘waste from landfills and find
more customers for the com-

178 composted
and seeded
post-construc-
tion slope will
have 80 percent
less storm
water run-off,
99 percent less
sediment loss,
99 percent less
nutrient run-off
and 75 perce

less weeds:.

post, says Tom Glanville,
associate professor of agri-
cultural and biosystems
engineering and a project
leader for the research proj-
ect.

Iowa currently has close to
80 facilities, handling
350,000 tons of organics per
year and turning that mate-
rial into a compost product,
say experts.

The DOT had its reasons
for supporting the project,
too, Glanville said.

“Their motivation is to
reduce erosion and water-
quality impacts following
new road construction. They
have to meet federal erosion
control requirements set
forth by the Federal
Highway Administration,”
Glanville said in a 2001 inter-
view.

But a new phase of the
Clean Water Act now
expands the definition of
who must control erosion on
construction sites to include
anyone involved in construc-
tion which disturbs an acre
or more of land, said
Johnson.

This creates a need for
trained contractors all over
the state. To this end,
Johnson provides a clinic to
help contractors adopt prac-
tices that control erosion,
including installation of
compost blankets. In addi-
tion, she provides rainwater

audits for individual home-
owners, businesses, church-
es, etc. Audits determine a
land area's capacity to
retain its moisture and its
soil.

Johnson is also working
with a policy group that is
addressing  incorporating
soil-saving practices into
municipal standards.

Towa compost producers
and information on Iowa
companies with specialized
composhdimh’iﬁons RS 1

i mmﬁ
web page at v -8
chiowa.com.
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 Budget debate begins: gles i

-

- spending,

raise taxes orboth? i

BY DAVID JOHNSON that protect our soil and U L ’
STATE SENATOR water. Commissioners 5 3
deserve to have some expens-
“State government needs to es reimbursed. The

throw away the credit card.”

That was the message last
week from State Auditor
David Vaudt, a certified pub-
lic accountant and a voice
that’s needed in the executive
branch, He spoke with Senate
Republicans just days before
the governor submits his
budget proposal for next fis-
cal year. Vaudt also is meet-
ing with key Democrats in
the equally divided Senate.

Once Governor Vilsack's
budget is presented, the vari-
ous legislative appropriations
committees ean begin to work
in earnest comparing his
spending and tax priorities
with theirs. During those dis-
cussions, we should keep in
mind what could be called the
state auditor’s Condition of
the Budget message.

Let's start with the red ink.
As of June 30, 2004, Vaudt
said, state government is
holding a past-due note of
$550 million. That's the
amount of money that is obli-
gated to be repaid under law
after being borrowed from the
Senior Living Trust, the
Tobacco Trust, the Economic
Emergency Fund, and other
reserve and special accounts
Another $930 million has no
repayment plan. And more
than $400 million of surplus
cash has been spent not-to

Add it all up, and the state
has spent $1.9 billion more
than revenues collected over
the past four years

Spending is the issue,
Vaudt said. The growth in
spending is not sustainable.
The state lacks a long-range
finanecial plan: Without tough
decisions by lawmakers this
session, he said, the pain
from the consequences of the
spending spree will only
worsen.

If tax increases are pro-
posed, and many believe they
will be included in the gover-
nor's budget plan, legislators
must also take into account
the consequences of higher
taxes, Vaudt said

His recommendations:
Don’t spend more than is
taken in. Stop borrowing
from reserve funds set aside

for other purposes. Consider
a two-year budget process,
rather than setting budgets a
year at a time., Develop a
repayment plan for borrowed
funds - now. And be up front
with the taxpayers of lowa on
which borrowed funds will
not be repaid - and the conse-
quences of those decisions.

Among some legislators,
there's anticipation that after
we adjourn in late April or
early May, the state gaming
commission will approve new
casino licenses that will pro-
vide tax revenues needed to
start new programs, or even
to finance borrowing up to
$800 million for the Grow
Iowa Values Fund. Such a
view is anything but a long-
range financial plan.

Since more casinos in lowa
are a sure bet within the next
two years, it would be much
sounder to cancel the credit
card and use new gambling
taxes to begin erasing the
debt, especially the millions
owed to the Senior Living
Trust,

CONSERVATION
FUNDS RESTORED

At the start of the session, 1
introduced legislation to
restore funds to provide reim
bursements for expenses,
including travel and training,
for soil and water conserva
tion “district commissioners;
Agriculture Secietary rPatty
Judge last year took away
those funds for .commission-
ers' mileage costs. The bill to
correct that action was unan-
imously passed last week by
the Senate Agriculture
Committee, which I co-chair.

Each soil and water conser-
vation district in Iowa is man-
aged by five commissioners
who are elected by local vot-
ers. Commissioners receive
no salary and serve as volun-
teers. They work with
landowners to promote sus-
tainable agriculture practices

Legislature thanks them for
their service.

I also thank the northwest
Iowa commissioners who
contacted me about this issue,
and the Conservation
Districts of Towa and lowa
Department of Agriculture
and Land Stewardship for
working out an agreement to

£

resolve the issue.

BUILDING BRIDGES

The Internationat Re”
Committee assists in
ing communication b
the Iowa Legislature a
eign governments. Mi
of the committee me¢
foreign government of
provide information
state and local dem¢
institutions, and help
the development of trz
foreign markets,

Recently I was asked t
the committee and hé
hesitation in agreeir
serve, It's truly an hono
a responsibility to be
seriously. lowa has a lon
dition of sharing our v
renowned hospitality
people from other nat
Farm exports are at r¢
levels, and Iowa benefits
that increase in trade.

My first opportunity
the committee will be
week when we host a d
tion from the State Assi
of Sabah located in
Malaysia in southeast
This international excl
is the first of its kind be
a state legislature i1
United 'Stated’and a pre
Aahtly Mustin countr

Your questions and
ments are always ‘'wel
You can reach me in th(
Senate by calling (51%
3371 or by emal
david.johnson@legis.st
us

*  David
Ocheyedan

Johnsoi
represents

Senate District 3 - all of Clay,
and

Dickinson,  O’'Brien

¥
e e ——— R _uif
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CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

An lowa State University study has shown that using post after tion will

have better results and cost less in the long run, than using traditional methods of

revegetating post-construction areas. The lush, green slope is a result of using com-

post, mixed with seed. The seeds sprout in just five days and the area is fully vege-

tated in six weeks. The weedy slope resulted after the traditional seeding and
mulching. Photos taken in

Des Moines and provided by the Natural R. c

R = =

vation Service.

Osceola counties, and part of

Sioux County.
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22 % increase in
Urban / Residential

endly residential

\ élopment on tap for March seminar

Dickinson Oounm it has been
facing typical development
pressures. Residents, profes-
sionals and officials in his
county have worked to balance
the needs to protect water
quality and natural resources
with the rights of private prop-

Unlike previous presenters,
Riggs will focus on residential
controls, storm water treat-
ment at the lot level.

“The predominant land use
in any community is residen-
tial... we will fail to protect

| water quality unless we adopt
/. better practices to manage
ﬂ storm water at the residential
' level,” said Wayne Peterson,
4 LID seminar organizer and
| Urban Conservationist for the
- USDA Natural Resources
- Conservations Service in
* Coralville.
“Water quality in the lowa

Great Lakes is impacted by planning and zoning profes-
urban runoff. Storm water sionals, site designers, the
from parking lots, roads, roofs, and development
and residential lots rushes off community, DNR employees,
the landscape into storm sew- water quality activists and
ers that convey urban runoff others will find his workshop
directly to the lakes. Storm interesting and informative.
water does not receive treat- Seminar organizers are
ment to purify it, like waste encouraging regular attendees
water does, Sediment, oil, to bring a friend to the semi-
grease, antifreeze, lawn fertil- nar on Friday, March 18, to be
izers.pwucidu,hmymetzls. held from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the
and bacteria can all be deliv- Village West Convention
emdtnalakelnqtm'mwater Center in Spirit Lake. A $10 fee
runoff,” Peterson said. for newcomers will cover the
Riggs and Peterson say an cost of the one-day seminar
old solution has been toretain and lunch. But registrants
storm water in detention must pre-register by Monday,
basins. March 14; otherwise the fee is
“Piping storm water into a  $15 at the door and lunch will
pondwillnot.inmostmses. beavaﬂableonnasqtnntmes
proh:ct receiving waters,” permit.

.. | SWCD, .,
mleased to reoelving ters. Jay is responsible t‘or the

Controlling the rate of release
keeps peak flows down to min-
imize flooding. But detenuon
basins don't capture much of
the pollutant loads and they
don’t do anything to reduce
the volume of runoff that is
shed,” Peterson said.

Peterson says a new era of
storm water management
techniques focus on “low
intensity rains; which consti-
tute over 90 percent of annual
precipitation.” The new tech-
niques have the goal of absorb-
ing storm waters on site.

“If we infiltrate more and
shed less runoff we will put
pollutants into the soil profile
where microbes will break
them down. Instead of shed-
ding dirty runoff to the lakes,
the goal is to make most rain-
fall infiltrate and move to the
lake as clean groundwater
flows,” Peterson said.

“This course will provide
individuals insight about resi-
dential approaches we are tak-
ing in Minnesota,” said Riggs.

Riggs says city engineers,

Urban Erosion and Sediment |

conducts construction slte
inspections, and coordinates
enforcement activities. His
other duties include coordinat-
ing land protection efforts,
designing and installing
stream bank and shoreline sta-
bilization projects, promoting
low impact development, pro-
viding technical assistance
about innovative storm water
management practices, and
conducting erosion control
trainings.

« For more information, orto =

register for thls or . other
Semin; all

extensi




You live m én area of the state that is
growmg PERr

citizens, ptnfa;lo
and uounty tead
—_— : hew:

egiste .‘ Monday, March 14;
otherwnse the price is $15

and lunch will be provided only if quantities permit.




'USDA announces sign-up for

grassland reserve program

movch 23 2005

Sign-up for the Grassland
Reserve Program (GRP) is
underway in field offices
across the state. This volun-
tary program helps protect
valuable grasslands from
conversion to other land
uses, thus helping to ensure
this national resource is
available to future genera-
tions.

Grasslands make up the
largest land cover on
America's private lands.
Privately-owned grasslands
and shrublands cover more
than 525 million acres in the
United States. For the first
time, the US. Department of
Agriculture will direct
financial resources and tech-
nical expertise to help
landowners protect and
restore these lands.

Applications for participa-

a5y

tion will be accepted on a
continuous basis at local
USDA service centers. All
applications received prior
to March 25, 2005, will be
ranked and from those appli-
cations funds will be allocat-
ed according to ranking
Once funding has been
exhausted, eligible appli-
cants will remain on file
until additional funding
becomes available.

The Farm Service Agency,
Natural Resources
Conservation Service, and
Forest Service are coordinat-
ing implementation of GRP,
which helps landowners
restore and protect grass-
land, rangeland, pasture-
land, shrubland and certain
other lands and provides
assistance for rehabilitating
grasslands. The program

Conservation Board
announces Earth

ﬂpr'd / 3,

Week activities ...

The Dickinson County
Conservation Board,
Dickinson County Soil & Water
Conservation District, and the
Conservation Foundation of
Dickinson County present
Earth Week 2005 April 18-23.

The week-long celebration
includes a new kick off
event this Sunday.

“A new event
added to our
calendar this
year is on
Sunday,
April 17th,”
Sraiieig
Dickinson
County
Naturalist
Barbara
i gamil
Friends of
Lakeside Lab will have a
Spring Hike and Lakeside Lab
Tour starting at 2 pm. with
Jane Shuttleworth.”

Other Earth Week activities

include a bird watch, an Earth
Day evening celebration and
an Environmental Learning
Fair.

“This year's environmental
learning fair has great speak-
ers,” said Tagami. “Some of
the lectures will emphasize

LID (Low Impact
Development) prac-
tices in an effort

to support and
continue to
educate the

public about

how to

incorporate

more envi-

ronmentally
friendly prac-
tices.”

» For more details

about the Earth Day
activities and the new
Dickinson County Nature
Center, see next week’s edition
of the Dickinson County News

will conserve vulnerable
grasslands from conversion
to cropland or other uses and
conserve valuable grass-
lands by helping maintain
viable ranching operations
GRP may offer producers
several enrollment options:
permanent easements, 30-
year easements, rental
agreements (10, 15, 20 or 30-
year duration) and restora-
tion agreements. For perma-
nent easements, USDA
makes a payment based on
the fair market value of the
property less the grazing

agreement.

For restoration agree-
ments, USDA pays up to 90
percent of the restoration
costs on grassland and
shrubland that has never
been cultivated and not more
than 75 percent on restored
grassland and shrubland
(land that once was cultivat-
ed).

To participate in GRP,
offers must be private land
that includes at least 40 con-
tiguous acres. Additional eli-
gibility criteria are available
at your local USDA Service

value. For 30-year ease- Center.

ments, USDA pays 30 percent For more information
of what would be paid for a about GRP and other conser-
permanent easement. For vation programs, contact
rental agreements, USDA your local USDA Service
pays 75 percent of the graz- Center at (712)336-3782, or
ing value in annual pay- online at
ments for the length of the http://offices.usda.gov/.

' Final Lo;vyug

Impact _..-
seminar
/ planned

Municipal approaches to
\ stormwater management
have shifted many times, and
according to Andrew Reese,
will continue to do so. Reese
is one of the leading
stormwater engineers in the
United States and will speak
. at the April 15 Low Impact
Development Seminar in
I‘Splrn Lake. He has more
than 25 years experience in
stormwater management.
Reese will show how some
communities are establish-
ing stormwater utilities to
help fund efforts to protect
water quality, and explain
how existing codes and poli-
f cies often contribute to
water quality degradation.
Pat Sauer, Iowa
Association of Municipal
Utilities, will also present at
the seminar. She will provide
a review of updates to the
Statewide Urban Design
Standards and Specifications
Manual
Civil engineers, municipal
public works personnel, the
planning and development
community, DNR employees,
landscape architects, local
officials, politicians, regula-
tors, and water quality
activists will find this work
{shop interesting and inform
ative
The seminar is scheduled
from from 9 am. to 4 pm
Friday, April 15, at the
Village West Convention
Center in Spirit Lake
T'his is the last educational
workshop in a series that

began in June 2004

« For more information, or
to register for this seminar,
call Maxine at the Dickinson
Soil and Water Conservation
District office, at (712) 336

1782, extension



Earth Da

Environmental learning fair this weekend

BY ANITRA WOLF
ANAGIN ITOR
it's time fo celebrate
the Earth, according to
members of the
Dickinson County
Conservation Board,
Dickinson County Soil &
Water Conservation
District and the
Conservation
Foundation of
Dickinson County.

The Environmental
Protection Agency says

rth Day, April is a
time to celebrate accom-
plishments, to “unite
behind environmental
efforts, to act ecological-
ly, and to anticipate
environmental progress.
Members of the
Dickinson County envi-
ronmental organiza-
tions believe Earth Day
is a valid event
but they think an Earth
Week fits better in
Dickinson County,

Karth Week 2005 runs
April 17 The week
tong celebration opene
with a Suring Hike an
Lakeside Lab Tour or
April 17 and a bird
watch on Tuesd
Additional activities ar
planned Friday night
and Saturda

“Barth day is like any
other holiday we cele-
brate,® said Barbara
Tagami, Dickinson
Count Naturalist.
This should be an offi-
cial holiday to celebrate
the Earth. We need to

very

The birth of Earth Day

At the start of the 1960s, birds occa
sionally dropped dead out of the sky,
and no one knew why. Then biologist
Rachel Carson published her 1962
bombshell “Silent Spring,” which
attacked America's reliance on “elixirs
of death,” and explained how pesticides
and other toxic chemicals, such as DDT
can move through the food chain

Ironically, at the same time
Americans were testing a new tac
tic of defoliation, Agent
Orange. In the wild, sci

entists soon linked
the pesticide DDT
with the thinning
of eggshells in
osprey, eagles
and pelicans
Suddenly, it
seemed that
what we were
doing to
wildlife we
were
doing to our
selves

The modern era
of environmental
awareness

was T e

launched. In 1969, one of "
the century's most impor

tant pieces of environmental legisla
tion was passed, The National
Environmental Protection Act, The law

set up a comprehensive national policy

for environmental protection, and for
the first time, it required federal agen
cies planning major projects to file
environmental impact statements

A tragic reminder of the need for
such efforts came in the form of a cata-
strophic offshore oil spill in 1969, when
two blowouts at a Santa Barbara oil
platform coated beaches in a blanket of
crude. Countless coastal animals died
A few months later, the oily garbage-
choked Cuyahoga River burst into
flames and a burning slick of kerosene
and oil floated downstream through the

city of Cleveland
On April 22, 1970, Gaylord

Nelson, State Senator
from Wisconsin with

the help of
Grassroot
Activists held

the first Earth

Day event. The

occasion drew

crowds of con-
cerned citi-
zens to festi-
vals, work
shops and
demonstrations
in communities
across the nation
In July, respond
ing in part to public
pressure, President
Richard Nixon established
the Environmental Protection
Agency to consolidate and strengthen
federal environment laws. Almost two
dozen major environmental laws e
passed in the 1970s, including the Safe
Drinking Water Act of 1974, designed to
safeguard all waters actually or poten
tially meant for drinking use

take time to focus in and
pay attention to the
environment - land, air,
and water - and ma
otrselves more aware.

Tagami said celebra-
tions that help educate
people about the envi-
ronment are especially
*important in the Lakes
area, where the both the
population and the
tourism gindustry are
tied so deeply into the
region’s environmental
treasures.

“We need to be aware
of the fact that we need
to continue an ongoing
vigilance as far as pro-
tecting and caring for
our environment,” said
Tagami.

Upcoming
include an Earth Day
Celebration and -
ronmental lear

The Earth \
Celgbration will be held
a firelight event with
“good company” and
homemade hors d'ou
veres from 5:30 - )

it the Gull Point
ol iark Lodge. 1
will also be the kick-off
event for the Nature
Center Capital
Campaign. The keynote
speaker is Rich Leopold,
Executive Director of
the lowa Environmental
Council addressing the
gathering at 6 p.m.

The environmental
learning fair runs from
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. on Earth

events

mental learning fair has
great speaker said
Tagami. “Some of the
lectures will emphasize
LID (Low Impact
Development) practices
in an effort to support
and continue to educate
the public about how to
incorporate more envi-
ronmentally friendly
practices.”
Envirohmental <lec-
tures and children's
activities are scheduled
throughout the da
Informational displays
will be provided by the
following organizations:
lowa DNR, Dickinson
County Soil & Water
Conservation District,
Copgpservation
Foungdation of
Dickinson . County,
Dickinson County
Conservation  Board,
Prairie Lake Audubon,
lowa Lakes Resource
Conservation
Development, «

1sU

Extension, Friends of ’

Lakeside Lab, Iowa
Living Roadway Trust
Fund/Towa Roadside
Vegetation Management
Program, Trees Forever,
East Okoboji  Lake
Improvement
Corporation, [OWATER,
Towa Environmental
Council, Alliant Energy,
Spirit Lake Protective
Association, Dickinsdn
County Nauo Center
Display, Ferguson
Landscape and Design

EARTH WEEK
2005 EVENT
SCHEDULE

Friday, April 22
5:30 - 8:30 p.m. - Earth Day

Il Point

Saturday, April 23
m. - Earth Day
al Learning Fair

d Water
District. Gull
Point State Park Lodge.

Environmental
series and times
10 a.m. - “Buffers, Fiters
ind Good Looks with
Natives®  with  Steve
owa  Living

rust Coordinator

“The ABC's of

Lecturo

1pm.
Energy”

gy

ascinating Birds
of Prey" with Ross Dirks,
OVM, Dickinson Gounty
Animal Clink

CHILDREN'S
ACTIVIFIES
10 e I° p.m.fecycle

Srilley Train, Al BUséman,
spopsored by lowa Landfil

WComnission

1 pm.  Frog Hike, Jane
Shuttleworth, sponsofed by

Y

aturday, April and more,

“This year’s environ-

3384238

A >
April 29 gy aniTRA WOLF
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Enthusiasm is growing for a the new

progress

is also the kick off for the
Center’s capital campaign

make people aware of the progress tak
ing place on site,” said Dickinson County
Naturalist Barbara Tagami. “We're hop
ing to raise enthusia
get some donations.”

Architects Rachelle Schoessler
and Michael Fischer .of
Minneapolis plan to merge
nature and technology
Center master plan. Landscape architect
Matthew Fair Jones will aid in outdoor
planning. The trio has already made sev
eral visits to the Lakes area for fund-rais
ers, information gathering and public
events and will continue to visit the
region throughout the Nature Center's
development

The floor plan includes both indoor
and outdoor displays, walk and learn
opportunities, and spaces for nature pro
gramming. Drawings also include an
exhibit space, a large classroom, office
facilities, a catering kitcher, a library
and a gathering room

istimated price tag on the Nature
" project is $4 million

“There are opportunities for everyone
interested in contributing to the building
of this nature center," said Tagami
Opportunities f

LHB in
history

rom wc
to monetary donations to bui

Dickinson County Nature Center, now
the funds are needed to sprout more

The Earth Day Celebration on April 22
Nature

“We'll have a short presentation to

m at this event and

Lynn

into the Nature

Nature Center fund drive kicks off

|
Plans for the new Nature Nature
Center includes areas for learning
about our Earth,

sorships for naming rights on rooms, pil-
lars and informational kiosks

I'he building for the nature center is
the former Back Porch restaurant facili
ty and was donated to the conservation
board in 2001. Later that year, the build
ing was moved to its current location at
Kenue Park

In
Center

the Assc

\dmini

Jature

yeiation of
rators s 1 team to
arding the

prov consultation re

natu velopment, Earlier this
Ve ation board contracted
the he of LHB Architects from
Minneapolis to assist with the initial
planning stages for the center

Grants a al

fund tt
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BY LYNN LAWS
DCN CONTRIBUTOR

Ideas are swimming about
in the heads of participants
of the Low Impact
Development series of semi-
nars, which began last May
with a tour of water-filtering
practices on agricultural
lands near Spirit Lake and
ended Friday, April 15, witha
talk on storm water utilities.

Over the past several
months, seminar partici-
pants and owners, profes-
sionals, public officials and
others, learned of the natu-
ral history of the lowa Great
Lakes area.

One hundred and fifty
years ago the landscape was
mostly wet and dry prairies,
with a few scattered oaks.
They were taught that
prairies absorb and evapo-
rate as much moisture as
they receive. Prairies pro-
vide natural flood control
and are the reason why the
lowa Great Lakes Area expe-
rienced very little flooding
in its early history. Our lakes
were naturally recharged by
wetlands, which purified
water before sending it down
the watershed and into the
lakes, unlike what occurs
now.

Now rainwater falls on
thousands of crops, roofs,
driveways and parking lots
and into storm drains, which
then pipe the unfiltered
water to the lakes. Experts
told participants that the
first 10 minutes of a rain
event contains the most pol-
lutants. Just one yard and
driveway could include lawn
fertilizer, dog pooh, oil, grass
clippings, radiator fluid, soil
and more. Multiply that by
40,000 residences and you've
got a lot of pollution running
into lakes.

“In the United States,
annual run-off from back-
vard oil changes is equal to

13 Valdez spills,” said
Andrew Reese, a storm water
engineer and seminar pre-
senter.

Experts challenged and
encouraged seminar goers to
use the natural landscape as
a model for rethinking storm
water management. They
cautioned participants to
stop piping rain water run-
off directly into lakes.
Participants were advised to
adopt subdivision and indi-
vidual lot designs, as well as
associated codes and ordi-
nances that support retain-
ing the first few inches of
storm water on the land, fil-
tering out pollutants natu-

rally through soils and
plants.

Participants met the
enemy and it is

“Impermeable Surfacing.”
But today, said the experts,
roof systems, roads, drive-
ways and parking lots can all
be designed to slow, or hold
and filter water. Participants
saw slide after slide of lake-
friendly, urban practices at
work in other communities.

A

Low ipact development: A fl

To top it off, they learned
that green-designed proper-
ties cost developers less and
sell for more.

ACTION PLANS

Susan Clark attended the
seminars and plans to begin
implementing changes on
her business property.
Clark owns Oaks Motel
and says she will restore
her lakefront property to
native vegetation.

“I have to look at this
investment-wise. Eco-
tourism is a big thing now.
People don't want cultivat-
ed lawns," said Clark.

Clark says she’ll handle
the cost by implementing
the changes in a series of
steps. Clark says she won't
stop with her own property.
She is a member of East

- Okoboji Lakes Improvement

Corporation and will work
with others to support com-
munity-wide adoption of low
impact development prac-
tices.

Steve Anderson is a mem-
ber of the Planning and
Zoning Commission for the
City of Spirit Lake. He
attended the seminars “to
learn how to incorporate low
impact development prac-
tices into existing codes so
we can make our rules and
regulations work to better
protect our lakes.”

Anderson says now, when
he's looking at plats, he natu-
rally thinks of ways the
properties could benefit
from green designs and he
shares that with the proper-
ty owners.

“I like bringing it up to
make people aware there are
things they can do to
increase water quality and
make the area look a little bit
better at the same time,”
Anderson said.

Anderson  piitéhased  a
home last sumffiéfand says
he is looking' 4t ways to
implement lake-friendly
practices in his yard and gar-
den.

“I'have a drainage concern
regarding what's coming off
my roof, so I'd like to try to
implement a flower box that
would do some water reten-
tion. Also, between the city
street and city walk, the
right of way, it does the exact
opposite of what we learned
should be done. The land is
raised about a foot and half
about over the curb and side-
walk. I want to grade it out
for water retention,”
Anderson said.

Brad Beck, with Beck
Engineering, attended the
seminars.

“We're involved with
design of new developments
and other clean water proj-
ects and this has been a good
way to get up to date with the
new trend. I think rain gar-
dens seem like a real good
idea, a good way to filter
water before it enters the
lake," Beck said.
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Beck
thinks rain gardens and per-
meable brick pavers are
“what will catch on the
most,” but he is skeptical
about porous pavement.

“It will be interesting to
see how that holds up. I have
a little bit of doubt about
freeze-thaw resistance and
keeping the gravel base
under it, if it is gravel, from
washing out,” Beck said.

Barbara Mendenhall
attended three of the semi-
nars. She is a homeowner on
West Lake Okoboji and

serves on the Okoboji
Planning and Zoning
Commission.

“We're going to create a
rain garden on our property,
along Lakeshore DR, to catch
rain and absorb it - keep it
out of the storm sewer,”
Mendenhall said.

With the help of expert
Wayne Peterson, urban con-
servationist for the Natural
Resource Conservation
Service, Mendenhall says
she and other commission-
ers will consider making
changes to existing codes
and ordinances,

Barbara Woodley, secre-
tary for Dickinson County
Planning and Zoning, is
beginning at home, too. She's
shopping for a rain barrel
and plans to plant more
prairie flowers and grasses
in her yard this spring.

“Prairie plants are more
natural and will be better at
holding the soil in place. An
added bonus is it will come
up year after year,” Woodley
said.

David Olson is a landscape
architect, with Del's Garden
Center in Spencer. He attend-
ed six of the workshops “to
become a bit more knowl-
edgeable about what is being
done to protect water quality

and

how we could contribute

proactive things we can do in
our residential designs."”

Olson says he'll “utilize

more opportunities to do

rain gardens.” When he gets

opportunities to lay-out
driveways and courtyards,
he'll “be a lot more conscien-
tious of opportunities to
retain water before it runs
off into the storm water
sewer system.”

“I really appreciate the
investment in bringing
nationally recognized people
with expertise on the cutting
edge. It was a marvelous
first step. For me, it was
helpful to see practical,
measurable results of LI in
terms! of 'cost! benefits; as
well as environmental bene-
fits. It was encouraging to
see the salability of those
subdivision and lots that
were built with that philoso-
phy. The numbers were pret-
ty convincing. I hope I can
pass that along to different
parties that I interact with,”
Olson said.

“I attended because I think
it's a good idea,” said Dan
Eckert, Dickinson County
Engineer. “Knowing that
there is tremendous develop-
ment going on in the area
and knowing that run off
has.been a big issue, it was
important to learn about
these issues.”

“The ability to hold water
on individual sites was new
thinking for me. I'm from
the engineering school of
piping and retaining. I've
looked at this on a city-wide
and county-wide basis. But
now I see we can have an
impact at the micro level.
Each individual property
owner can hold it in their
yard and that will help,”

eeting fancy or a lasting vision?

B 1994
B 2002

Eckert
said.

“Also, I was interested in
the idea of controlling sheet
run off from driveways and
parking lots. This type of
run off has such a big
impact; it was eye opening to
me," said Eckert.

Eckert says he was moved
by the experts who pressed
participants to involve all
stakeholders in the process
of bringing low impact
development practices to the
Lakes Area,

“That had a big impact on
me. I thought of how people
are still bitter since the hos-
pital was put in, about peo-
ple not working together.
This has to be a philqs?o;i‘pi-
¢al thing of coming together
and saying ‘as people, Whosé
livelihoods depend on water,
we're going to do what we
can to protect it,” Eckert
said.

Eckert envisions political
leadership bringing people
together through a concept
suggested by one of the sem-
inar presenters: a Council of
Governments. He says this
kind of lakeregion leader-
ship group could help man-
age a lot of issues.

“There's a big group that
wants to do trail planning, a
big group of people trying to
do clean water and one about
burning bans and a land-
fill/green waste group and
more. All these people say
there should be consistency
throughout the county. But
really there should be a lake
region where things are con-
sistent. Many of these issues
will be handled differently in
rural areas,” Eckert said.

“A lakes district makes so
much sense,” continued
Eckert. “I hear so many
issues that are lake-driven
and not a problem for the

22 % increase in
Urban /Residential oqqos tell us we have to

rural part of the county. For
example, people call about
dogs running wild in Echo
Beach and want a county-
wide leash law. But we can't
do that countywide because
then we’d be saying that the
farmers have to put their
dogs on leashes. The lake
areas have such major differ-
ences from the back 40.”

“We need to start recogniz-
ing that there's a core lake
area that should be working
together on lake-related
issues. It seems like we need
to address the lakes water-
shed. I've always been a
believer that you -shouldn’t
be able to do anything on
your property that negative-
ly affects other people in
your watershed.”

“The Council of
Governments has to come
together with the Board of
Supervisors because I may

see the need for working

together and other engi-
neers may and be willing
to do it, but unless our

start working together, it's

not really going to happen,”

Eckert added.

Olson agrees. “The next
step is to find central leader-
ship for all the different
stakeholders.”

Mendenhall hopes that
seminar organizers will put
together a presentation that
can be taken “on the road” to
service groups and other
interested people.

Beck says the “only stum-
bling block so far” is not hav-
ing design standards and
specifications for the low
impact development prac-
tices.

“I don’t feel like engineers
have all we need yet. We need
urban design standards and
specifications manuals. I'm
told this is in the works,
though,” Beck said.

Beck believes the next step
i§ to implement the practices
and “show the public the
benefits of these projects.”

Participants believe a com-
pelling case can be made for
low impact development
practices, but that change
will still be difficult.

‘With the seminars behind
us, we just have to figure out
what works for Spirit Lake.
With new areas going in, we
should be able to implement
good practices. But retro-
fitting will be a challenging
part. We have a system that’s
been in place for 50 years."
Anderson said.

“Getting people past the
fear factor is our biggest
challenge. Change is difficult
for people. Once past the fear
factor, people will start see-
ing the benefits and it won’t
be an issue anymore,”
Anderson said

Several seminar partici-
pants say they have signed
up to continue working
together to educate them-
selves and others and “to
keep the momentum going”
towards lake-friendly devel-
opment solutions,
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This graphic illustrates how the rock tile intakes work in farm drainage systems. Cost sharing is available for farmers in the lowa

Great Lakes Watershed.

Cost share offered for
rock tile intakes

BY ANITRA WOLF
o MANAGING EDITOR

Didﬁnson ,County farmers may
see some improvements in their
farm drainage should they choose
to implement a new practice called
rock tile intakes.

In the practice, drainage intakes
for farm tiling are surrounded by
rock to help filter the soil out of the
water being drained off a filed

“It does two things to benefit

farmers,” said Steve Anderson,
Clean Water Alliapce Cqordinator
for Dickinson County “Farmers
don’t have to dodge their draindge
intakes with their equipment and
they don't have to clean them [the
intakes] out when it rains.”

Because the rock system filters
out soil, it keeps tiling from getting
clogged with sediment.

Not only is the practice benefi-
cial to farmers, it is also environ-
mentally friendly

“It keeps the soil from getting
into the drainage system,” said
Anderson: “This means there will
be less phosphorus in thellakes
and less algae blooms.”

Because of its ecological ben-
efits, the Dickinson County Soil
and Water Conservation District
is offering cost share of up to 75
percent of the actual cost for the
intakes within designated water-
sheds. The maximum is $200 per
intake. There are no maximum

number of intakes per cooperator.
Anderson said seyeral farm-
ers in the county have alf
implemented the rock tile's
and have reported they are’gl
pleased with the results.

B For more information, ques«. =
tions or to sign an application for
cost share, call Clarence Call at
336-3310.




Anderson accepts Clean Water
Alliance Coordinator position

SteveAndorson began work.

The Cwa Coordinatop e-mail at coordinator@clean .
Ing as Clean Water Alliance administers the Dickinson Wateralliance net.
Coordinator on Monday, July County Water Quality Steve worked the last two
11. The Clean Water Alliance

Commission Erant process, years for
The WQC has a 28e agreement I
with the 19 municipalities
located in Dickinson County
and the County government
to protect the water quality of
Dickinson County Lakes by
Providing funding as a local [ win be working full time for :
match to grant Proposals. The water quality and also help

Water Quality Commission ing when possible to preserve

project Proposal period with our area’s history.”

be apening soon 4nd all inter- Steve and his wife, Sara,

ested groups can contact the make their home in Spirit

Steve for more informatjon Lake. e
at 7123363782, Ext, 3 or by ey 27

e ——

Dickinson SWcCD Foundation
offers scholarships

Is the collection of govern-
mental agencies, non-profit
organizations and individuals
who have been interest in and
are working with the environ
mental issues to protect the
Water quality of Dickinson
County. The main goals of
the CWA Coordinator are to
ctommunicate, educate and
coordinate. The CWA will be
clearing house for water qual-
ity projects and concerns for
Dickinson County,

the Towa Great
Lakes Maritime Museum and
Queen II. Steve Stated that,
“For someone like me who
loves history and the environ-
ment I had the best opportu
nity with both positions. Now

The Dickinson SWCD Scholarships. cpg funds six CnnwrvatinnI)lslru‘t no later
Foundation announces regjonal awards of $200 each than Monday, Feb, 27, 2006.
the availability of two $500 and state level awards in the Both schulurshms will be
scholarships that will be pre

amount of $1,500, $1,000, and

Judged on leadership, scholas-
$800. The applicant needs to

sented to Dickinson County

tic achievement ang need
Graduatmg High School submit two typed copies of Applications can be
Seniors. These scholarships their applications ang must  obtained from the High
are to be used for the first v,

year use the 2006 application form,
of education on the college o The Jo Groves Memorials

vocational schoo] level Srhol:xrshnps. in the amount
The District Srholur\hm of $500, is not limited in the
in the amount of $500, is course of study The appli-
offered for any field of agrj cants need to submit two
culture or natural sciences typed copies of thejp applica-
studies and in addition, the tjon and must use the Same
winning application will be @D] 2006 application form,
forwarded to compete in the High school seniors must
Conservation Districts of submit their applications to
iowa's (CDDAuxiliary Annual ; the Dickinson Soil & Water

School Counselors at Harris.
Lake Park, Okoboji, Spirit
Lake or Terril Graettinger
High Schools, by contacting
the Dickinson Soij & Water
Conservation District at
the USDA Service Center in
Spirit Lake at 2413 17th Street
or by calling 7 36-3782, ext.
3, or can be downloaded form
Wwwiediowa,org education2,
htm

SANDERS
Ashlyn
Nitzchke, 14
months old and
Jennifer
Schietinger,
both of Spirit

| Lake, pet a 12.
day-old Holstein
Hereford calf at
the Life on the

| Farm festival at
Kenue Park last
Sunday.
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q ua l ity i nce old‘frienduirrl: the research Jap,

The sign-up deadline for

| the initial allotment of funds

D for the 2006 Environmental

\ Quality Incentive Program peve 1 -

L (EQIP) will end on Jan. 27. [(lly earn her nickname as

S Producers who plan to sign

up for EQIP should make

=l application well before this
Rbsa¥.aes
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Fun, Fun, Fun,” and

e Beach Boys formed.m
:Jrﬁia in the early 1960s.
inal members were broth-
Brian, Dennis, and Carl
son, their cousin Mike
e, and friend Al Jardine. In
he form, the Beach Boys

LARTH:

htinued from page 1A

'We've got a long way to lgo
th air quality), but we're
king strides,” !,et)ptpld
d. “We've done quite a bit
wildlife.., We've got the
Hangered species act,
AP, and prairie and wet-
d restoration prn_!f'rts.
jat's a reason to smile.

Leopold ended the speech
pointing out his environ-
ntal report card resulted
A 1.444 grade point average

4 point scale.
:V:*":'o got a ways to go," he

'l“id(l)' night's nature cele-

splakeokoboji-ia.com

World Sells More

n 3121 Hwy 71 South
Spirit Lake

M

£ VeI SUICE, ™
seowZens of albums
and repeatedly hitting the tops
> charts.
Qf’l'u}:(; Ll‘;each Boys Band that
will be arriving in Arnolds
Park features Mike Love, whq
has licensed the Beach Boy§
name for his 2005 tour. He is
Joined by Bruce Johnston (a
Beach Boy since 1965) as well'as
Randell Kirsch, John Cowsill,

bration also marked the kick
off of the Dickinson County
Nature Center’s capital fund-
aising campaign.

m’l‘:‘lkr:: thenlle for the nature
center is ‘If the land could
talk,'" said Barbara Tagami,
Dickinson County Naturalist
“It’s an ideal location for edu-
‘a’ll‘lr(x): Nature Center plan
includes both indoor and out-
door displays, walk and learn
opportunities, and spaces for
nature programming.
Drawings also include an
exhibit space, a large class-

Farmer, 5ooi svucig s
{owalski

k(i\‘:'?i-ml other members of
the original Beach Boys ’hand
are £til] touring, Brian Wilson
is touring in Englanq this sum-
mer; and Al Jardine is also still
performirig. 0r|gxpa] band
members Carl Wilson and
Dennis Wilson have passed on.

Fund-raiser kicks off

room, office facilities, a cater-
ing kitchen, a library, and a
ring room

gag;fima:ed price tag on the
Nature Center project is $4
million. Three project phases
are planned, and organizers
hope to begin construction
this fall if funding allows.

For information unlhow to
become involved with the
Nature Center project or to
learn about summer nature
programs, contact thj
Dickinson County
Naturalist's office at 338-4238
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ata diatom was by accident. = |

Wwas an undergrad in science
starting work on an acid rain

study, when [ stumbled into an

I asked h.
to, and he inviteq me to take l
a look into the microscope he
was hunched oyer*

That moment would change
Sarah’s life forever, and even.

‘nsure their appli-
be processed by

lal allotment of Games
Ing to Dickinson thejr .br
38 percent higher Lakeside’s

what he was up

the “Diatom Queen,” for what
she saw through the micro-
SCope was her first diatom.
“It took my breath away. I had
never seen anything so intrj.
cate and beautify) "

Now Sarah invites Winter
attendees tq
eath taken away at

have

Winter Games

:ar. Open House from 10 am. to
the conservation|3 p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 2g

acluded in the 2006|/A summer

Lakeside faculty,

no fram
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‘ teaches environmental
L a.y responsibility

Andersc i
Alliance

Steve Anderson bega
Ing as Clean Water A
Coordinator on Mong:
11. The Clean Water A
Is the collection of £
mental agencies, nor
organizations and indiy
who have been interest|
are working with the er|
mental issues to protd
water quality of l)er
County, The main go
the CWA Coordinator
Communicate, educat
coordinate. The CWA
clearing house for wateri
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b3 ity projects and concer; i
Dickinson Connty " | REPORT CARD
. -
ttendees 3 ! . 3 Water quality Cc-
Earth Week events not ;
only had the opportuni- Air quality 3;
ty to celebrate nature, Energy Efficiency
but also ﬁained \;;'dl\:ahle rl;::::; Global Ciimata Change F
H ¥ edge on how to better p
D l C kl n < the precious environment. Soil Conservation g-F
3 Earth week events opened with Sustainable Land Use
| a Spring Hike and Lakeside Lab D4
O erS s Tour. A nature celebration was e '““‘.'”' D
held Friday night. Earth Week Transportation
events wrapped up with an-envi- Wildiife preservation B
The = Dickinson ronmental learning fair on | 4 i
Foundation an

Saturday, featuring envlmpmgn-
tal lectures, children's activities
and informational displays.

the' availability of |
scholarships that wil
sented to Dickinson
Graduating High

Seniors, These scho
areto be used for the f
of education on the ¢
Vocational school leva

The District Schd
In the amount of |
offered for any field
culture or natural §
studies and in addit{
winning application
forwarded to competd
Conservation Distril

quality, air quality, energy effi-
ciency, global climate change, soil
conservation, sustainable land
use, waste reduction, transporta-
tion and wildlife preservation,

The speaker gave a “C-"
water quality, the first area of
inspection.

“When you look back to 1970,
we have made some improve-
ments, but we've still got a lot of
problems out there.”

The lowest grades went to glob-
al climate change (F), transporta-
tion (D-), sustainabie land use
(D), waste reduction (D+), soil
conservation (D+) and energy
efficiency (D+).

Leopold expressed disappoint-
ment in the federal government

ENVIRONMENTAL
REPORT CARD

3 PHOTO BY ANITRA WOLF - DCN STAFF
. This youngster enjoyed an exhibit called “Worms eat my

garbage” at last week’s Earth Day activities.
Keynote speaker for Friday

night's Earth Day relel)ralivon
was Rich Leopold, executive
director of the Iowa
Environmental Council. Leopold
is a former Dickinson County
Naturalist, and focused his
speech on giving Towa and the
US. report card grades on envi-
ronmental efforts since the first
Earth Day in 1970.

Leopold graded nine areas of
environmental activity: water

starting to do something about y.

Be watching what we do here in

lowa, I've got some ideas.”
Environmental efforts for air

in its “efforts” to help global cli-
mate change, also known as the
Greenhouse Effect, o

it ederal government is an i
embo:rrr;gsig\remkm the world in quality and_wildhfe preservation
global climate change," Leopold got the highest grades from
said. His comment received an Leopold
applause from the lecture atten-
dees, “We go through stages of
denial... In the US., states are

lmmwCDI).»\uxxh;n'\ !

EARTH
continued on page 2A

Deadline nears for environmental
, quality incentives program sign-up
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The sign-up deadline for
the initial allotment of funds
for the 2006 Environmental
Quality Incentive Program
(EQIP) will end on Jan. 27
Producers who plan to sign
up for EQIP should make
application well before this
deadline to ensure their appli
cation can be processed by
Jan. 27

The initial allotment of
EQIP funding to Dickinson
County is 38 percent higher
than last year.

Some of the conservation
practices included in the 2006

sign-up include:

+ Livestock waste practic-
es - waste storage facilities,
composting facilities, waste
treatment lagoons, closure of
waste impoundments, aner-
obic digester, waste facility
cover, pond scaling, filter strip,
diversion, animal mortality
facility, roof runoff manage
ment, manure transfer,

+ Livestock grazing practic-
es - prescribed grazing, pump-
ing plant, pasture planting,
water well, watering facility,

* Erosion control practices
grade stabilization structure,

water and sediment control
basin

» Land management prac-
tices - nutrient management,
pest management, drainage
water. management, residue
management (No-Till, Strip
Till, Ridge Till).

Producers who are inter
ested in these and other EQIP.
practices are encouraged to
call 712-336-3782, ext. 3, or stop
in at the National Resources
Conservation Service at the
USDA Service Center in Spirit
Lake
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Assessment begins

first stage

BY ERIN GOLDEN

| DCN STAFF

In the next year to 18
months, the area’s most valu-
able resource will be put
under close scrutiny in an in-
depth watershed assessment.
Jim Frederick, who worked
with the National Resource
Conservation Service for 35
years, has been brought in to
coordinate the project in con-
Jjunction with the Dickinson
County Clean Water Alliance
and the lowa Department of
Natural Resources

According to Frederick,
the assessment will provide
an opportunity to analyze
data already collected and to
work with the community to
improve and enhance water
quality in the area.

“We are compiling every
thing from the last few years
into a living and working
document,” Frederick said
“We'll try to get a feel for what
we can do locally to help our-
selves and find alternatives to
protect the lakes.”

The project is current-
Iy in an “education” stage
Frederick and his partners on
the project, including Clean
Water Alliance coordinator
Steve Anderson and Mike
Hawkins of the Department
of Natural Resources, are
working to present their plan
to groups and individuals in
the area and to identify any
problems in the old data

The assessment is one of
the first of its kind in lowa,
and will provide a model for
similar projects around the
} state. The lowa Great Lakes,
however, does differ from
other areas in that the water
quality is'generally good.

“This area is a little differ-
ent than almost every county
| in the state," Anderson said

“Other lakes are trying to

construction of subdivisj
implement the principles,

Y

pply lpw unpac{ ;lge'lo;m
phase}n of the requireme
ons will be immediately

“Low impact development is aj
aim
surface drainage water from the lea‘;(

w 40 ,H"i‘ghs‘iiowae , HighssLows&, High

improve, but our main goal
is to protect. In general, our
water quality is excellent.”

Dickinson County is also
unique because of a high per-
centage of urban land use.
The assessment will invento.
ry that land use and develop
solutions to related problems,
including storm sewer use and
runoff. Agricultural land use
will also be examined, with
attention to stream erosion
and livestock waste's effects
on water qllﬂlll)ﬁ

The end result of the assess-
ment will be a “living docu-
ment,” which will be acces-
sible to the public in print and
possibly on the internet.

“We call it a living docu-
ment because we've been
ahead of the technology
curve on protecting water
quality,”Anderson said. "“We
want to continue to be ahead
and be able to incorporate
new technology into the plan
as time goes on."

Frederick and Anderson
stressed that the project will
be a community-driven effort.
In the next year, the team
hopes to educate the public on
how to minimize pollutants
entering the lakes. In turn
the assessment will reflect
the needs of the area's busi
nesses, agricultural produc
ers, and individuals,

“We will get the assess
ment done with the help of
local people,” Frederick said.
“Then we will be able to use
it to bring in outside federal,
state, and private money.”

A new watershed plan will
be drafted in the late fall and
is scheduled to be completed
early next vear In addition
to the print versions of the
assessment, the projects coor-
dinators will present it in a
public meeting at the time of
completion.

at basically toddling
€ into settling areas

ZONING
continued on page 7A

65Low36l
1400

7
~
W

Dickinson

LZ-0/-0&

- County to
- update soil

imaging technol¢
be used for the |
Iowa with this

——rrraw

nu
SS9

survey

First in state to
use state-of-the-
art technology

BY TRACY SCHLATER
DCN STAFF

The Dickinson County
Conference Board voted to
partially fund a new soil sur-
vey of Dickinson County that
will use advanced technolo-
gies to map the soils of the
county.

The Conference Board
approved putting $22,200
toward the project, to be
paid over a five year period.
Total estimated cost of the
project is about $795,000 at

4-5-0b

DawV,
Northey files petitions for Secretar

$3.08 per acre of the 258,000
acres in Dickinson County.
The State of lowa, along with
the United States Department
of Agriculture Natural
Resources  Conservation
Service (NRCS) will contrib-
ute the remaining funds need-
ed for the project.

The last soil survey was
done in the 1960s and is insuf-
ficient for the current uses.

“The current arial photo-
graphs are very poor qual-
ity,” said Jim Gertsma. “The
photos we have now are
much better and show us a
lot more.”

Light detecting radar or
LIDAR is state-of-the-art

SOIL SURVEY
continued on page 2A
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ent prin-
nts. New
required to

Bill Northey, Republican
of Spirit Lake, has filed his
petitions with the Secretary
of State, which places him
on the June 6 Republican pri
mary ballot for Secretary. of
Agriculture. Northey was
joined by Sen. Jim Hahn
Muscatine, Sen. David Johnson

Ocheyedan, Rep. Royd
Chambers - Sheldon and Rep.
Mike May - Spirit Lake.

Northey collected over 1,900
Signatures from more than 45
counties. Northey is the first to
file petitions for the Secretary of
Agriculture position Northey's

campaign has raised more
money from more donors state-
wide than the other Republican
candidates combined, accord

ing to the most recent campaign
disclosure filings,

“We've begn working hard for
the past six’ nonths to get to
this point. I'm excited about
our progress. Our campaign
has the broadest depth of sup-
port, and we have a message
that is resonating with voters, |
am grateful for the support and
encouragement I have received
from legislators and other lead
ers,” said Northey.

Bill and his wife, Cindy,
reside in Spirit Lake, where Bill
actively farms, The Northey’s
have three children, Jessica
and Emily who are currently
attending Jowa State University
and Katie, who is in high
school

Northey served as President
of the National Corn Growers
Association in 1995-1996. He
served on the Commission
for 21st Century Production
Agriculture and was President
of the Iowa Corn Growers
Association in 1990-1991. He
Is a member of the Bennett

e ——

y of Agriculture

Roundtable of the Farm
Foundation and has served on
the lowa State Committee for
the Farm Service Agency of the
USDA.He is a Commissioner
on the Dickinson County
Soll & Water District and is
on the Board of Directors of
.-\g\’gmums Alliance. Bill was
President and Co-Founder of
Innovative Growers, LIC.

S —————
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Lakes Watershed
Assessment begins

first stage

BY ERIN GOLDEN
3 DCN STAFF

In the next year to 18
months, the area’s most valu-
able resource Wwill be put
under close scrutiny in an in-
depth watershed assessment.
Jim Frederick, who worked
with the National Resource
Conservation Service for 35
years, has been brought in to
coordinate the project in con-
junction with the Dickinson

| County Clean Water Alliance
and the lowa Department of
Natural Resources

According to Frederick,
the assessment will provide
an opportunity to analyze
data already collected and to
work with the community to
improve and enhance water
quality In the area.

“We are compiling every-
thing from the last few years
into a living and working
document,” Frederick said.
“We'll try to get a feel for what

improve, but our main goal
is to protect. In general, our
water quality 1s excellent.”

Dickinson County is also
unique because of a high per
centage of urban Jand use.
The assessment will invento
ry that land use and develop
solutions to related problems,
including storm seweruse and
runoff. Agricultural land use
will also be examined, with
attention to stream erosion
and livestock waste's effects
on water quality.

The end result of the assess:
ment will be a “living docu-
ment,” which will be acces:
sible to the public in print and
possibly on the internet

“We call it a living docu-
ment because we've been
ahead of the technology
curve on protecting water
quality,” Anderson said. “We
want to continue to be ahead
and be able to incorporate
new technology into the plan
as time goes on.”

Frederick and Anderson
stressed that the project will
be a community-driven effort.
In the next year, the team
hopes to educate the public on
how to minimize pollutants

we can do locally to help our-
selves and find alternatives to
protect the lakes »
: The project is current-
ly in an “education” stage
Frederick and his partners on

 Okoboji reviews
LID zoning rewrite

BY ANITRA WOLF
‘ MANAGING EDITOR

The Okoboji City Council is o} i
| la]Ap?tt‘eclion L8 Cotn n the brink of an environmen-
| t Tuesday night’s meeting, the counci
' i ‘ cil discussed -
:}gﬁs ;x")d?x::cx::? s ;_es:te}x::em of the city's zoning angzzlb:;z:
| s. Final changes will be made by the planni A
| and zoning board, and the is: eine b the
CO'lrlfl\Cﬂ VR bt sue is expected to come before the
{ he newly rewritten ordinances wi
| L s will require all -
J ii;?:su?r‘t in Okoboji to apply low impact developmre‘:‘t”;r(i,:-
‘ constructgnao?tlr:]b(:imh _phase-in of the requirements. New
| ivisions wi i i
’ ln?};}:ment bar oy s will be immediately required to
w impact development is aimed at basi dling
surface drainage water from the lake intOSlg(ut]yinthdareas

ZONING
continued on page 7A
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SOIL SURVEY:

continued from page 1A

imaging technology and will
be used for the first time in
Jlowa with this soil survey
project. LIDAR will create a
3.D view of the entire county.

“We're using a lot of new
technology,” said Dan Pulido,
soil scientist with the NRCS
and manager of the Dickinson
County soil survey. “We've
got new tools, and we can get
much better results.”

Pulido will work out of the
Storm Lake NRCS office and
two other people will be work-
ing on the project full-time.

The biggest reason for the
survey is to improve water
quality. i 3

“We'll be able to detect

erodible soils to help keep
them out of the lakes,” said .
Gertsma. ?
In addition, the soil sur-
vey will provide with accu-
rate information on the best
place for wetlands and future ¢
developments by showing wet —=
areas that would make for
poor development areas.
Farmers will also benefit
from the new soil survey.
“A lot of farmers are trying

5 .
week include NOAA Weather Radio
on Monday, April 3; severe thunder-
storms on Tuesday, April 4; torna-
does/statewide drill on Wednesday,

files p

to save on hydrazides,” said epublican™cam April 5; extreme heat on Thursd:
Gertsma. “Some soils are rich S{p:lhl: T:&" April 6 and family preparednessé:));\'
in lime and others are not.”  aces B sl Friday, April 7.

The soil survey will allow sjican o “‘1” Ehret says the most important
farmers to practice precision wetary. of dis thing individuals can do during
mapping, where they apply :y  was . severe weather awareness week
hydrazides and fertilizers 1 Hahn - the is to get mentally prepared for
to balance those nutrients dJohnson thig storms.
already found in the soil. A p. Royd ouwfort “First of all, think about what
more accurate soil survey and Rep. hasince you're going to do in the event that
provides for more adequate ke porving we have severe weather or tornados

g |

applications. over 1,900
“It's going to modernize the re than 45
survey,” said Gertsma. the first to
The team will start by sam- SCTetary of

that is resonating with voters.1  for \said Ehret.
am grateful for the support and ;\zﬁ,l‘e will you
encouragement 1 have received of |a business
from legislators and other lead :\»‘%’.’ If you'ré

pling the watershed areas Northey's ers,” said Northey is @re will
3 é u
of the Towa Great Lakes and R & lare !l;i)l{),ogs
move on to other areas in the 5
county.
The project will get under
way in July and will take
three years to finish.
. e
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Soil Conservation Technician Tim Moran (left) of the USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service in Spirit Lake

worked closely with Dr. Bill Moreau (right) in restoring more than 20 acres of

Program. (Photo by Jason Johnson, NRCS)

By JASON JOHNSON |
FPublic Affairs Specialist,
USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service

After a realtor’s tip, two
outdoor-minded friends

purchased  Dickinson
County farmland with the
intent of bringing most of :
it back to wetlands Dr. Bill
: Our l'cullm' was the Moreau
first to mention conser-
vation programs to help with both the
technical aspects and cost of restora-
tion,” said Dr. Bill Moreau, a chiroprac-
tor from Estherville. "In fact, the realtor
marketed this property as a potential site
LOr recreation activities, even though it
wasn't being used for that at the time."
In 2002, Moreau and longtime friend
Bill Beardsley of Estherville purchased

1 60 acres of mostly sus-
pect cropland and pas-
tureland in eastern
Dickinson County,
| north of Superior. But
after receiving assis-
tance from the U.S

Department of

: Agriculture (USDA)

Bill and the lowa
Beardsley Department of Natural
Resources (DNR)

through several conservation programs,
they restored the land to wetlands. native
grasses and wildflowers
CRP Wetland and Buffer

Moreau and Beardsley purchased the
property with recreational activities,
such as pheasant hunting, in mind. They

Please turn to RESTORE, Page 3

wetlands through the Wetlands Reserve

lowa since 1992 |

Since 1992, more than 130,000 acres
of wetlands have been restored or are
| in the process of being restored in lowa
| under all NRCS wetland easement
programs. The Wetlands Reserve
Program (WRP) funded the purchase
of 623 easements and agreements
{contracts) in lowa for a total of 68.426
acres during that same period.

In 2005, wetland projects were funded
on 4,367 acres in 23 lowa counties with
| assistance from the WRP. and restora-
; tion practices and improvements were
| performed on over 2,800 acres, Total |
| WRP funding in lowa exceeded $10 mil-

| llon in 2005.
|
|

|
|
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In 1904, bandleader Glenn
Miller was born in Clarinda,
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In 1932, 20-month-old
Charles A. Lindbergh Jr., the
son of Charles and Anne
Lindbergh, was kidnapped
from the family home near
Hopewell, N.J. (Remains
identified as those of the child
were found the following May.)
In 1954, Puerto Rican
nationalists opened fire from
the gallery of the U.S. House
of Representatives, wounding
five congressmen.
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-RESTORE: Providing benefits for whole community

Continued from Page 1

found the most economically-
and environmentally-friendly
way to restore the land was to
work closely with the USDA
and the Jowa DNR.

After the purchase, one of the
first things the pair did was
visit the USDA Service Center
in Spirit Lake to explore their
options. They began the
restoration process by utilizing
the Conservation Reserve
Program, administered by the
USDA's Farm  Service
Agency.

CRP allowed Moreau and
Beardsley to receive cost-share
funds to restore the functions
and values of the wetlands
which had been farmed. It also
put a buffer around the wetland
10 keep sediment, nutrients, and
pollutants from impacting the
wetland and wildlife habitat.
Permanent Easement
Through WRP

In 2003 Moreau and
Beardsley visited the USDA
again to place a permanent

themeanberalngab manbers found some minor planning.
b

easement on 112 acres of the
property through the Wetlands
Reserve Program (WRP).

The WRP is a voluntary pro-
gram administered by the
USDA’s Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS)
that offers payment, based on
the agricultural value, for
restored wetlands that have
previously been drained and
converted to agricultural uses.
The WRP pays up to 100 per-
cent  reimbursement  for
restoration costs and allows the
landowners to retain owner-
ship of the land.

Wetlands provide benefits for
entire communities, including
improved  water quality,
enhanced habitat for wildlife,
reduced sediment delivery,
reduced flooding and
improved water supply.

"There isn't a landowner in
lowa who can be happier than [
am with the Wetlands Reserve
Program," said Moreau. "The
Hanbys (the previous owners)

are good conservationists in
their own right. But we're not
farmers, so the WRP was the
perfect program to help us
restore this area the way we
wanted."

As part of the WRP ease-
ment, NRCS assisted in restor-
ing 23 acres of wetlands, com-
pleting a one-acre enhance-
ment to an existing wetland,
seeding 47 acres with local
ecotype native grasses and
wildflowers, and planning
three WRP food plot areas.
Most of the WRP work on
Moreau and Beardsley's land
was completed in the summer
of 2005.

Landowner Incentive
Program (LIP)

On the land adjacent to the
112-acre  WRP permanent
easement area, Moreau and
Beardsley incorporated the
Landowner Incentive Program
(LIP) tiwough the lowa DNR.
The LIP provided cost-share
funds to interseed local eco-

type native grasses and wild-
flowers. The purpose of the
program is to encourage
landowners to improve exist-
ing habitat that host rare
species, thereby assisting in
species recovery and/or pre-
empting the listing of declining
species. LIP is designed for
rarec and often unnoticed
plants, insects and reptiles.
Positive Results

Overall, Moreau said he and
Beardsley are happy with the
results of the restoration.

"We love what has been
done. This land means so much
to our families. I don’t intend
on ever selling it," he said.
"Our wives really get into
identifying the native plants
and wildflowers and my son
loves to camp out here in the
summer.”

To learn more about the WRP
or other USDA conservation
programs, visit your local
USDA Service Center or go on-
line to www.ia.nres.usda.gov.

andmnipg’ms
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elopment tech- prior to adoption. A vote on
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council meeting

The innovative ordinance
change will help protect the
~waters of the Lakes area and

done,” said Jane Shuttleworth
of Okoboji. “Many other com-
munities are looking to us as
an example.”

In other business, the
Okoboji City Council agreed
to allow Forbes House Moving
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Iowa Current Developments

Soil Scientists Assist

Homeland Security

Soil scientists are at the forefront
of national disaster planning This
unlikely group is helping the nation
be better prepared in the event it
becomes necessary to dispose of
large numbers of animals killed as a
result of natural disaster, disease or
terrorist attack

Given the task by Homeland
Security through a national head-
quarters bulletin, NRCS soil scien-
tists are examining soil survey data
for land areas where large numbers
of animals can safely be buried
without danger to the environment
or human population

State Soil Scientist Mike Sucik
says all 17 of Iowa’s NRCS soil sci-
entists are involved in the project
He adds
one or two staff-years of time to

I expect it will require

complete

New Employees Atten

Steve Brinkman, Nutrient Management
Specialist, looks through a dumpy level as
part of the hands on training at new
employee orientation. The dumpy level is
one of five pieces of surveying equipment
they examined

Five of the lowa soil scientists working
on the Homeland Security Project are
Richard Lensch, Dan Pulido, Ryan
Dermody, Doug Oelmann and Leland
Camp

Twenty-five new NRCS employees
attended “Orientation for New
Employees” training Feb. 6-10 in

Nebraska City, Neb. The all-lowa class
gave students an overview of the
agency's history, mission and cus-
tomers. They learned the conservation
planning process and examined a num-
ber of conservation practices

Attending were: (Row One) Instructor
James Johnson, Betty Romero, Valorie
Johnson, Tangela Luhmann and Steve

d Orientation Training

Tangela Luhmann, a Soil Conservation
Technician from Clarion, and Rubyana
Grimmius, a Soil Conservationist from
Adel, look on as Resource Soil
Scientist Rick Bednarek demonstrates
the use of a soil quality test kit

Brinkman. (Row Two) Rubyana
Grnimmius, Meghan Walter, Julie
McMichael, Christina Cibula, Peggy
Wohigemuth, Peggy Rash Daniels
Joanne Bruce, Melissa Johnson and
Mary Roberts. (Row Three) Joshua
Sieren, Jacob Groth, Jack Bucklin,
Andrew Focht, Jesse Wegner, Lynn
Kluver, Randal Welshhons, and Connie
Zittritsch. (Row Four) David Gundlach,
Hani Nguyen, David Carter and
Instructor Jim Lansford

Helping People Help the Land

Spring 2006
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Romero joins NRCS office

'Yields high for

BY TRACY TUCKER - BY TRACY TUCKER making records this
DCN STAFF DCN STAFF 50 is the quality of g

“The quality of o

Coming from As the weather gets colder excellent this year
Massachusetts, Betty Romero and the snow threatens to fly  Lago. “Soybeans In ¢

asswmes a position as a Soll

son to corn did not

Conservation technician with the fall harvest. high. It remained v
the local Natural Resource While there Is still corn to  coal and the soybean
Conservation Service (NRCS) be harvested, most of the develop as significa
offoe. soybeans are out. the corn crop.™

Romero spent the past sum
mer working at the Salem
Maritime National Historic
Site in Salem, Mass. While

3
:
2
‘

This year's soybe:
ylelded Joss than la
However, soybean yl
still above the nation

there she gave tours on a most
three-masted ship called “The Larry Lago, of the Farm  The record yield
Friendship.” Service Agency lower prices.

ANer graduating from The heavy rainfall earlfer  “We had $10 beans

Jetmore High School In this month saturated lower planting time and now
Kansas, Romero attended elevations, and farmers $534," sald Morfitt
Trinidad State Junior College could pot get through those  was £ and Is $1.64 no
in Colorado. She was a cosme- areas with a combine. It's simple supp
tology student the first year Another reason the corn  demand.
and a sociology student her harvest Is a little late this  “It s In direct rel
second year year is due to the record the national predict
“I wanted to go into yiedd what the overall ooy
forestry™ sald Romero. “My “Simply drying the quanti- are in the United Stat

counselor told me it wasn't
place for & woman ™

She spent a semester at St. slowing down the corn har  prices”
Mary of Plains in Kansas vest,” sald Lago. “People are  The only sig
before transferring to the handling a lot of grain this amount of reduction
University of Southern fall and they are having to this year was due to
Colorado, now Colorado State wait for it to dry down.” cold conditions exp
University in Pueblo. She got Lago estimates the majori-  in the ladder part of t
married with only six credits ty of the corn crop will be  Ing season.
to graduate and Is currently harvested in the next week to
taking classes to earn her two weeks.

bachelor’s degree.
Between her junjor and

senjor year, the Natlonal Park . - e ylelds 4

Service came to campus in i TUOER « “Corn a crop
search of seasonal help. Betty Romero recently jolned the stuff ot the and a half” sald Fred
Romero saw It s opportunity - Ofnoe in Spirit Lake. Morfitt, local manager of the

to do what she had always

dreamed plans to stay with the “The corn a little wet,

w Lakes arva. Eventually she

mlyh.ldlo::ﬂkral]vnu_wdny e b o = i but the quality was good.

Rumml ‘Solhmnlm“'mum.m. I grew up around was a Conservation and | pretty common and 5060
creek.” sald Romero. Development position to work bushel of were com-

;nm pick up an application R = A & hy beans

or me." °‘m M u
Massachusetts has taughther  groups to develop specific

She applied and took a job Sl (B Al S st s A Not only is the corn yleld

at Mesa Verde National Park
in Colorado. Since then she
has worked at Ft. Larned

coming to the Jowa Great

given Ler a vocabulary that
will provide useful In this

i !

area.
National Historic Site In
Toas M e m‘::mu'm WWW.remax-splakeoko) com
National Memorial in South gren,  Chastity John and in the World Sells h
Dakota, Yellowstone National  patrick are attending | Estate than platalia -
Park In Wyoming and Little n Kansas Her husband died ®
Bighorn National Battleficld i an accident in 1982 !
in Montana. Romero says the people are -

For the past two years, the blggest thing she has = e
Romero worked as a buffer noticed sbout moving to lowa Deants Uppon 3121 Hwy 71 South = At
(t:wrutmhlx with dn&n&s from the east coast. 967""""‘"" Spirit Lake fow waow, et Wk Dukm L
sonservation Tvice  “I's always open arms or S Sou Bas virws
through & 319 federal grant  here,” said Romero, "You may -0860 oo b e 0
When ber grant was complet-  be from the outside, but peo. e s

ed In May she accepted the
position In Massachusetts
Her time with the Salem
Maritime National Historic
Site has proven its value after

ple open thelr arms to you
anyway Other places may
close you out because you're
an outsider. Not here.”

Romero has long-term
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BY ERIN GOLDEN
DCN STAFF

Thirty-six years this
month, Senator Gaylord Nelson
of Wisconsin was at the helm
of a frenzy of activity. The first
ever Earth Day celebration was
in its final days of planning,
and a young staff was working
long hours to put together edu-
cational programs and environ-
mental demonstrations across
the country.

Nearly a decade earlier, in
November 1962 had
taken his concern about the state
of the environment to President
John E Kennedy The senator
persuaded Kennedy that the best
way to raise awareness about the
protection of the Earth would be
on a national conservation tour,
In 1963, Kennedy embarked on a
multi-state tour, but the crusade
failed to attract national atten-
tion.

By 1969, American attention
was turned towards an increas
ingly unpopular war in Vietnam
Nelson continued a series of
conservation speaking tours
across the country, but the envi-
ronmental movement had failed
to pick up steam. After observ-
ing a particular type of student
protest - a "teach-in,” in which
activists educated students on
political and social issues - the
senator realized that adopting a
similar grassroots style of activ-
ism could breathe new life into
his cause. He set to work, gather-
ing support from students, sci
entists, and a diverse array of

Nelson

s
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" Area environmental organizations
plan Earth Week celebration

EARTH WEEK ACTIVITIES

Tuesday, April 18 - Prairie Lake

Audubon "Society lecturé “at
the Dickinson County Nature
Center

Thursday, April 20 - low impact
development demonstration

Saturday, April 22 - Earth Day
celebration at Gull Point State
Park

Americans

On April 22, 1970, Nelson's
dream became a reality as near-
ly 20 million people around the
country participated in a vari-
ety of rallies, teaching sessions,
and environmental fairs. Today,
one year after Nelson's death,
the holiday is observed every
April 22 by more than 200 mil
lion people in the United States,
Canada, and over 140 countries
around the world. Most obser-
vances of the holiday include
volunteerism, with groups pick-
ing up trash, planting trees, or
cleaning up bodies of water. The
day is also marked with educa-
tional programs on diverse sub-
jects such as energy conserva-
tion, recycling, wildlife habitat
preservation, and air pollution

Locally, the Dickinson County
Conservation Board plans to
mark the celebration with events
stretching across an entire
"Earth Week,” beginning April
17 and ending on Earth Day,
April 22, According to County
Naturalist Barbara Tagami, the
board is inviting individuals and
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organizations to host events dur-
ing the week.

First on the current schedule
of events “is' a-lecture hosted
by the Préirie Lakes Audubon
Society on Tuesday, April 18 at
7 p.m. in the Nature Center. Lee
Schoenewe of Spencer will givea
presentation on the ivory-billed
woodpecker.

An explanation and demon-
stration of low-impact develop-
ment principles is scheduled
for Thursday, April 20 at the
Maritime Museum in Arnolds
ark. The event will be led by
members of the Clean Water
Alliance. According to Tagami,
a Friday, April 21 event at the
Hale Slough is in the works, but
had not vet been confirmed at
press time.

The week will conclude
with a full slate of events on
Saturday, April 22 at Gull Point
State Park. The day's events are
co-sponsored by the Dickinson
County Conservation Board, the
Soil and Water Conservation
District, the Iowa Department
of Natural Resources, and the
Conservation Foundation of
Dickinson County.

Saturday's celebration
includes a number of family
friendly events, including pro
grams for children on recycling,
as well as interactive discus-
sions on seed-planting. Spirit
Lake Girl Scouts will be creating
recycled art and children will be
able to take a ride on the "smiley
recycling train,” a vehicle made
with recycled materials

Visitors will also be

invited

library or Cooperative Extension office
for composting information
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to take in any of a number of
educational programs on a vari-
ety of environmentally-themed
topics. Linda Hinshawwill pres-
ent information on wildlife reha-
bilitation, while Wayne Peterson
will discuss stream erosion.
Gary Phillips will provide a
seminar on landscaping with
prairie plants, and people inter-
ested in new watershed-related
technology will be able to lis-
ten to a presentation by Mike
Hawkins. The event's keynote
speaker will be Rich Leopold,
Executive Director of the lowa
Environmental Council.

According to Tagami, the
day will provide something for
everyone interested in caring for
the environment

There will be informational
displays from state, regional,
county, and city organizations,"
Tagami said Saturday eve-
ning, from 5:30 to 7:30, we will
have the Earth Day Celebration.
Everybody is invited and encour-
aged to come enjoy an evening
by the fireplace.

The Saturday celebration
will be both an educational and
social event, said Tagami

Everyone can bring an hors
d'oeuvre or dessert, and wine will
be served,” she noted. "It's a nice
time for people to get together
and meet each other, especially
because we're all working for the
same thing, to take care of the
environment

B For more information on
Dickinson County Earth Week
contact Naturalist Barbara
Tagami at 338-4238

10 tips on how to celebrate Earth Day:

41. Get off to a clean start
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BY CAROLINE RUSK
DCN STAFF

The parkinglotat Arnold's Park Amusement
Park is getting an ecologically-sensitive face-
lift this summer.

Concerns over parking lot rainwater runoff
draining into and causing water quality prob-
lems for West Lake Okoboji drove the Iowa
Great Lakes Maritime Museum board to look
into alternatives for a new lot to comply with
city requirements.

The solution was low impact development
(LID), an ecologically-friendly design approach
that imitates natural water drainage and stor-
age. LID incorporates bioswales, rain gardens,
bioretention cells, level spreaders, native land-
scaping and pervious paving to manage storm
water runoff. The project is expected to be
completed by mid-summer.

Beck Engineering of Spirit Lake is in charge
of construction for the project. Kenny Beck
and sons Chris and Brad have donated their
efforts,

“It's the biggest project of this type and

magnitude,” said Brad Beck.

The program is expected to catch 90 percent
of lIowa rainfall events.

“The system was designed to handle the run-
off from about 1.25 inches of rain,” said Iowa
State University civil engineer Steve Jones.

Rains of this size are also considered to be
the dirtiest in terms of silt, oils, petroleum
and other contaminants carried by runoff.

Landscape architect Matthew Fair Jones
of Minneapolis has donated his talents in the
designing of the plaza, which will be located
in the northwest corner of the space. A 1,000
gallon tank will be located below the plaza to
hold and recirculate water.

Monitoring equipment to be overseen by
Steve Jones is planned in order to record the
quality of the water coming out of the rain
garden and pervious concrete areas. Over the
next two years, the water will be sampled and
analyzed with the test results posted on-site
for public viewing.
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thought of as weeds and take
awhile to fully grow in, but they
are what is best for the soil.

Pervious concrete will be
used throughout the project
According to Steve Anderson,
the concrete is similar to a Rice
Krispy bar-only it can hold 3,500
pounds per square inch.

A drop of rain falling on the

County Clean Water Alliance.

If the water would flow into
the pervious concrete, it would
filter down into a rock chamber,
where the sediment carried by
the water would stay. The water
would cool down and bacteria
growing on the rocks would
break down chemicals from the
pavement runoff.

IMPACT
continued on page 2A il 27
ched-
30 P hose

interested can contact Steve
Anderson at (712) 336-3782. A
pervious concrete pouring edu-
cational day for contractors and
concrete workers will be held
May 4

Funding for this project came
from grants and gifts from
several sources including the
Okoboji Protective Association,

old parking lot design would The pervious concrete areas

~ Earth Da-y'

Celebration

State Park

at Gull Point

University of Okoboji

PHOTO BY CAROLINE RUSK
'm Beek Engineering dig a trench for

Foundation, Dickinson County
Water Quality Commission,
EPA 319 Water Quality Funds,
lowa State Revolving Funds (a
low-interest loan), Vision Iowa
Program and private contribu-
tions

“There are a lot of things com-
ing together to make this all pos-
sible," Anderson said.

Four additional demo sites in
the area are coming up over the
next two years with new and
similar projects.

Two live
snakes
were
available
for partici-
pants to
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IMPACT Rain Garden to clean parkmg lot runoff

continued from page 1A

“Within 72 hours of a rain, all
the water will be drained from
the parking lot,” Steve Jones
said.

An educational kiosk will be
constructed on-site to better
educate the public about low
impact development and how the
Arnolds Park site works, It will
house the information recorded
from the monitoring equipment.

The soil mixture used for the
project for maximum efficiency
is 50 percent sand for perme-
ability, 25 percent loam topsoil
for removing pollutants and 25
percent high-quality compost for
organic material.

In an urban setting, native
plants are not always popular,
which is why the project will
utilize a combination of both
native and turfstyle grasses
Jane Shuttleworth of Friends
of Lakeside Laboratory warned
that native plants are often
thought of as weeds and take
awhile to fully grow in, but they
are what is best for the soil.

Pervious concrete will be
used throughout the project
According to Steve Anderson
the concrete is similar to a Rice
Krispy bar-only it can hold 3,500
pounds per square inch

A drop of rain falling on the
old parking lot design would

land on asphalt, pick up dirt, oil
and other particles as it traveled
to the curb, flow west with the
slope of the lot, spill into the
street and pour into the storm
sewer before spilling into the
lake-polluting the water.

With the new design, the water
would either flow into the rain
garden or the pervious concrete,
In the rain garden, the water
would either be absorbed by the
top compost layer, be used by
the plants or evaporate into the
atmosphere. If the rain garden is
fully saturated, the water would
go into the rock reservoir before
entering the tile line, storm
sewer and then flowing into the
lake.

“The water that's going
through the rain garden will be
cleaned by the plants and soils
and cooled down before it enters
the lake," said Steve Anderson,
Coordinator for the Dickinson
County Clean Water Alliance.

If the water would flow into
the pervious concrete, it would
filter down into a rock chamber,
where the sediment carried by
the water would stay. The water
would cool down and bacteria
growing on the rocks would
break down chemicals from the
pavement runoff.

The pervious concrete areas

Earth Day
Celebration
at Gull Point
State Park

PHOTO BY CAROLINE RUSK

Construction workers from Beek Engineering dig a trench for

the LID project.

will be paved starting April 27
and a funding meeting is sched-
uled for May 1 at 1:30 pm, Those
interested can contact Steve
Anderson at (712) 336-3782. A
pervious concrete pouring edu
cational day for contractors and
concrete workers will be held
May 4.

Funding for this project came
from grants and gifts from
several sources including the
Okoboji Protective Association,
University of Okoboji

Foundation, Dickinson County
Water Quality Commission,
EPA 319 Water Quality Funds,
Iowa State Revolving Funds (a
low-interest loan), Vision Iowa
Program and private contribu-
tions.

“There are a lot of things com-
ing together to make this all pos-
sible,"” Anderson said.

Four additional demo sites in
the area are coming up over the
next two years with new and
similar projects.
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Jim Frederick is writing a

By CGreg Drees

walershed assessment plan for the lowa Great Lakes. (Photo by Greg Drees)

cials to write a watershed assessment
plan for the lowa Great Lakes.
‘There is already a wealth of infor-
mation existing about the natural re-
sources in the lakes area,” Frederick
said. “My job is to bring it all to-
gether into one document.
Y e

Watershed management
project will aid

lowa Great Lakes

grant writers

in clean water efforts

Frederick is giving a Power Point
presentation about the watershed plan
to city councils, community-based or-
ganizations and partners that are
members of the Dickinson County
Clean Water Alliance. The next \(eps
involve conducting an agricultural
e ———
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Bridges Bay resort and Waterpérk set to 'open in 2

BY ANITRA WOLF
MANAGING EDITOR

Site developers for Bridges
Bay Resort and Indoor
Waterpark report the con-
struction continues along the
shores of East Lake Okoboji.

“Construction is moving
quickly, and we anticipate [72]
residence condos to be ready
by July 2006, said Jon Broek,
President of Equity Homes.

He plans for the 48 resort
condos, 20,000 square-feet
indoor waterpark, arcade, and
fitness center to be open by
Christmas. Other anticipated
resort amenities will include
an outdoor pool, sheltered

picnic area, children'’s fishing
pond, children’s playground,
and boat rental.

The development, original-
ly approved by the Dickinson
County Board of Supervisors
in 2005, is now under con-
sideration for annexation into
the City of Arnolds Park.

“They have submitted a peti-
tion, and we're still working
through the agreement,” said
Ron Walker, Arnolds Park
City Administrator. “It is a
three way agreement between
the developers, the city and
Clay Regional Water.”

PARK

continued on page 2A

Bridges Bay Resort is under construction near Arnolds Park. Many of the condos are

expected to be ready for occupancy by this July with completion of the waterpark
slated for December.
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A man with

a plan

Jim Frederick is writing a watershed assessment plan for the lowa Great Lakes.

By Greg Dree

Joumal comspordent

RNOLDS PARK,

lowa — He has a

plan — a far-reach-
ing plan — and when fin-
ished it will define a com-
l]]lll]l[)'.s commitment to
water quality.

While studying a map of the lowa
Great Lakes watershed, Jim Frederick
summarized the goal of a two-year
project to write a management plan in
Dickinson County to serve as a tool
for winning grant funds for clean
waler initiatives

“Sometimes it seems like a daunting
task.” he said. “But when it is com-
pleted the plan will be a living docu
ment that demarcates the lowa Great
Lakes natural resources and the goal
1o preserve them.”

Frederick, who grew up near Straw-
berry Point in eastern lowa and was
drawn to the outdoor life along the
Mississippi River, spent 35 years with
the Natural Resources Conservation
Service. After retiring last winter
Frederick was asked by top DNR offi-

an ouraoor puul, dncitcicw

St jouwrnal @-QA0l

cials to write a watershed assessment
plan for the lowa Great Lakes.

“There is already a wealth of infor-
mation existing about the natural re-
sources in the lakes area,” Frederick
said. “My job is to bring it all to-
gether into one document.”

Frederick assisted 'in a similar proj-
ect in the Lake Rathbun watershed,
the result of which has enabled re-
source managers there to acquire
grants for water quality protection
projects. The lowa Great Lakes man-
agement plan will be the second of its
kind in the state,

The document will be written in
sections, with Frederick consulting
with experts in areas such as Low Im-
pact Development (LID), storm water
management, tourism, Light Detec-
tion and Ranging (LiDAR) and Geo-
graphic Information Systems (GIS)
technologies, invasive species preven-
tion and sediment and erosion control.
Once the plan is complete in the fall
of 2007, grant writers can key on spe-
cific sections of the document.

“When grant applications are re-
viewed by government entities and
foundations, for example, they want
detailed information about why the
applicant deserves the money,” Fred-
erick said. “This plan will provide
that information.”

Watershed management
project will aid

lowa Great Lakes

grant writers

in clean water efforts

. (Photo by Greg Drees)

Frederick is giving a Power Point
presentation about the watershed plan
to city councils, community-based or-
ganizations and partners that are
members of the Dickinson County
Clean Water Alliance. The next steps
involve conducting an agricultural
cropland assessment, evaluate urban
runoff conditions and work with the
DNR, NRCS and Dickinson Soil and
Water Conservation District offices in
developing alternatives for improving
water quality in the watershed.

“We want all the planners and the
whole community to buy into the
final document,” Frederick said. “Il-
lustrating unity and showing you have
worked hard to write the management
plan plays huge dividends in the grant
writing world."”

The Environmental Protection
Agency and the Dickinson County
Water Quality Commission fund the
project.

“There are a lot of movers and shak-
ers here in terms of protecting the nat-
ural resources and the water quality of
the lakes,"” Frederick concluded. “This
coalition of conservationists makes my
job much easier.”

For information about the watershed
assessment plan, contact Frederick at
iglcoordinator@ gmail.com
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PHOTO BY LYNN LAWS - DCN CONTRIBUTOR
Gerould Wilhelm, Director of Environmental Services for Conservation Design Forum in Eimhurst,
Ilinois, tells workshop participants Mmany area woodlands must be thinned to allow in light, without
which, plants and insects have died, soil has been washed away, and tree roots have been exposed and
will soon cause the trees on slopes to fall.

Observations 200 years ago can aid planning today

BY LYNN LAWS
SPECIAL TO THE DCN

n Forum in Elmhurst, I
Bood urban planning.

| New ur

e —
MANAGING

WATER

Patchett, President of Conservation
Forum, offered the following Ideas
aging water on site,
nimize impervious surfaces
0id concentrated POINts of dis-

Ee
FAEE 11A ffuse, absorh waler where it falls
ipture and infiltrate runoff on site

he town of Okoboji “has 6 houses. one storeanda |
sawmill” and Spirit Lake “is a nice, beautifu]

town, growing rapidly,” a survey commissioned by |
the federal government in 1861 said. The govern-
ment was looking to sell land for agriculture and
other development in the Iowa Great Lakes area.

Experts say viewing
water as a waste product.
rather than a resource, has
been a recipe for disaster
and suggest ways to treat it
as a resource,

audience of 50 land owners, devel-
Opers, city planners, and others
gathered to learn ahout Sustainable
urban design and development
strategies that mimic nature and
native practices from 200 years ago.

DEVELOPMENT

continued on page 11A

The 1861 SUrvey notes were the
basis of a presentation by Chris
Bair, Director of The Land
Stewardship Program in
Williamsburg, on Friday, Sept. 17. at
Village West in Spirit Lake.

Bair provided a snapshot of the
landscape of the Great Lakes
Region prior to development, for an

.
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Part of the reason the oaks
Were scattered and sparse is
the tree roots didn’t do well in
the “wet soil But regular
prairie burns were the pri-
mnary reason, says Bair

“Most fires occurred in
dutumn and were usually
Native American set. Now,
due to fire suppression, the
Woods are dense: sg there are
few ground plants and no
oaks. If we don’t open up our
Woods and start burning
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everywhere it fell, intd the
wonderful mix of Organic car-
bon, water remained a con-
stant temperatire and chemi-
1Stry; so it could have lots gof
living things. The prairie, on
June 15, especially after burn.
starts to bulk-up, Whereas,
urban grasses start to brown,
unless watered ” Wilhelm
sald.

Prairies absorh and evapo-
rate as much moisture as they
recelve, so they're natural

fload comtrn] omAd tho it oacmm

University once had a yard in Ilinois
with all of these modern inventions.
But he was €ncouraged to rethink his
ways when his son left home to join
the Marine Corps and he and his wife
decided to do an “archaeological dig"
in his son’s room. Among the ruins.
they found an gth grade assignment
his son had forgotten to turn 1n, enti-
tled: Plants: Prisoners of War In the
story, young Mr Wilhelm described
plants as neighbors with no children
The only “free ree” in the neighbor-
hood was an old cottonwood tree, that

eserve natural drainage features
dna systems; promote ecological
restoration of remnant wet and dry
praines
B avoid soi| disruption and restore
soll health
W AVOID SOl COMPACTION
M celebrate water as a precious
resource that you want L0 Keep versus
send away
B Roof top gardens
M Forous Paving systems
B Level spreader Systems that allows
water to migrate to rooted plant beds
B Bio-swells
B Rain gardens
B Art that js rain water driven
B Cisterns
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continued from page 1A

' “Nature provides a pretty
good model,” Bair said. “If
you want to utilize the native
ecosystem of a watershed, to
mimic how it provided water
quality for an area, you have
to know what the ecosystem
was lﬂke before development
began.

White settlement began in
1850, so the surveyors saw a
few cabins, a few farmers'
fields and stagecoach roads
then, but there was little
other development, says Bair

Bair used a map entitled,
Pre-settlement Vegetation of
the Lakes Area, created by
Towa State University stu-
dents and based on survey
notes. The map appeared to
have mostly yellow and blue-
yellow grasslands and blue
lakes and marshes. A close
inspection revealed a few
green areas representing
woods.

“The surveyor, who took the
notes, walked every mile and
would record whether he was
entering a marsh, woods or
other terrain,” Bair said, “He
would go through a prairie
pot hole and say whether he
thought it could be drained
for farming."

Surveyors noted “no tim-
ber” in Spirit Lake. “No tim-
ber"” meant they could walk a
straight line and not come to
a tree. It didn’t mean there
were none; it just meant trees
were very sparse.

“Surveyors used large Burr
Oaks when they could, as a
‘bearing tree’ or ‘line tree.
Ninety percent of the trees
then were Burr Oaks," Bair
said. “But because there were
few trees, they often made
mounds of earth and set posts
in the mound:

Part of the reason the oaks
were scattered and sparse is
the tree roots didn’t do well in
the wet soil! But regular
prairie burns were the pri-
mary reason, says Bair.

“Most fires occurred in
autumn and were usually
Native American set. Now,
due to fire suppression, the
woods are dense; so there are
few ground plants and no
oaks. If we don't open up our
woods and start burning
again, this is the last of our
oaks," said Bair.

Gerould Wilhelm, also a
presenter at the workshop on
Friday and Director of
Environmental Services for
Conservation Design Forum
in Elmhurst, Illinois, 2

“When you suppr
shade trees, like elms, grow
in. Then roots thin; then you
lose ants, soil, seeds, bulbs;
you lose all the germ materi
al, It's like a train wreck.”
Wilhelm said.

Wilhelm suggested urban
planners take lessons from
Towa’s history.

“There were people here,
Native Americans, that didn’t
have a Kum and Go around
the corner. All of there
apothecary stores, had to be
within walking distance and
so they maintained the land-
scape that was full of living
things, There were plants that
were harvested for medicine,
dyes, basketry. There were
plants that were managed to
sustain the bison and the
elk.” Wilhelm said

“After the first hard frost,
they started the annual
autumnal fires. This allowed

the forage to grow back in the
winter for bison and then,
good strong grasses for the
spring nesting birds.

“We have only one word for
fire in our language, but they
had several. There are fires
that scud across the surface of
the earth and leave the frost
underneath, because the fire
burned upward, in the crown
The plants are dormant in the
lower stems, so they are not
harmed. And it leaves a thou-
sand living things at the scale
of an insect, but not noticed
by a scientist today studying
an aerial photograph.

“Now every three years is
how often we should burn
according to whites,”
Wilhelm said. “Only white
people could come up with a
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Wilhelm,

Friday,

frequency that is off-base
with a pattern that was
known to work. But waiting
three years means enough
debris to make a par boiling
fire - which kills insects and
other living matter. If you
burn every year, you recog:
nize that below the ground, in
the prairie, is where the life
is.

“All of the root mass has
been there thousands of
years and dying and separat-
ing all the clay particles, so
water can come in and go out
into rivers and streams. So
everywhere it fell, into the
wonderful mix of organic car-
bon, water remained a con-
stant'témperature and chefni-
istry, so it could have lots of
living things. The prairie, on
June 15, especially after burn,
starts to bulk-up, whereas,
urban grasses start to brown,

unless watered,” Wilhelm
said.
Prairies absorb and evapo-

rate as much moisture as they
receive, so they're natural
flood control and the reason
why the lowa Great Lakes
area experienced very little
flooding in its early history,
say experts.

“There was not a drop of
run off from Caylor Prairie
after the 8 inches of rain
recently. In fact, you cannot
use the machines that meas-
ure run-off downstream of
Caylor Prairie, because it
doesn't generate enough sur-
face water to run the machine
that does the measuring,”
said Wilhelm

“And drought is not a prob-
lem for prairies, because in
night air water can condense
on the plants, even in July,
unless it is not burned every
year. If not burned every vear,
you have dry grasses lving
across the green plants, the
water won't move down. If
it’s fresh and green, the night
air can condense on it and
generate water in the soil,"
Wilhelm said

Prairies are also the reason
for our rich, Iowa, top soil,
says Wilhelm.

When you have all that
root mass in there, alot of the
plant is breathing, and pro-
ducing C and absorbing
water, it creates a ton of
organic material per acre per
year (top soil),"” Wilhelm said

Wilhelm says our lawns and
current crops, of soy beans
and corn, do not have enough
root mass to keep up with the
rain that falls and runs off.

“Also, the temperature of
the rain is different than the
plants. In a prairie, the rain
can warm or cool as it slowly
moves down to the soil. But
with beans and corn, the rain
is an immediate shock to
roots or prairie insects. They
have life strategies that were
developed over thousands of
years. And of the 550 wetland
species, scarcely 5 can sur
vive (in those conditions),"
Wilhelm said

P and is the key to good urban planning.

Water is key in new urban designs

BY LYNN LAWS
SPECIAL TO THE DCN

ollypop trees, poodle shrubs,

clay bumps and drug depend-

ent rugs - that's what urban

vards are mostly made of,
says Gerould Wilhelm, Director of
Environmental Services for
Conservation Design Forum in
Elmhurst, Illinois

Wilhelm, who received his Ph.D. in
botany from Southern Illinois
University, once had a vard in [llinois
with all of these modern inventions,
But he was encouraged to rethink his_
ways when his son left home to join
the Marine Corps and ne and his wife
decided to do an “archaeological dig”
in his son’s room. Among the ruins,
they found an 8th grade assignment
his son had forgotten to turn in, enti-
tled: Plants: Prisoners of War. In the
story, young Mr. Wilhelm described
plants as neighbors with no children
The only “free tree” in the neighbor-
hood was an old cottonwood tree, that
would birth little cottonwood trees in
the spring, only to have adult humans
mow them down. Eventually the
humans even chopped down the old
cottonwood. “And that was the end of
life in our neighborhood,” wrote
young Mr. Wilhelm

“We've designed away tomorrow,”
Gerould Wilhelm told an audience of
50 urban planners, city leaders, land
owners and others, gathered at
Village West in Spirit Lake, last
Friday, to learn about sustainable
urban design strategies that mimic
nature and restore practices from the
past.

James Patchett, President of
Conservation Design Forum and co-
presenter on Friday, was also critical
of current urban design practices.
“We're trained to mismanage water.
But, I don’t want to insult anyone.
Rather; I want to challenge all of us to
step back and take an honest assess-
ment of what we've been taught to do
over the years and there are many
problems associated with these
things,” said Patchett, who received
his Masters in Civil Engineering at
lowa State University, majoring in
water resources, in 1986, Patchett
grew up in Muscatine on Mississippi
river and went to school at lowa State
University, before moving to Michigan
in 80s.

“Most of our 18 to 24 inches of top
soil in Jowa has been lost because of
our practices — because of water,
Water is the key. It's the driving force
behind our thinking, whether urban
or agriculture, water has been viewed
as a waste product. It is not a waste
product, but most precious,” Patchett
said
Water quality enhancement and
storm water control - we say these
are the functions of wetlands and this
is why we should value them. But this
is a recipe for disaster This is view

Wilhelm described bulrush
beds as native artifacts and
emblematic of shorelines

“They (bulrushes) should
be curated, even if you don't
understand how or why you

serve it. ]

need them,"”
“You must identify all vour
aboriginal material and pre-

MANAGING
WATER

W minimize impervious surfaces
W avoid concentrated points of dis-
charge
W diffuse, absorb water where it falis
M capture and Infiltrate runoff on site
W preserve natural drainage features
and systems; promote ecological
restoration of remnant wet and dry
praines
W avoid sl distubtion and restore

§  solfheatth
W AVOID SOIL COMPACTION
W celebrate water as a precious
resource that you want to keep versus
send away
@ Roof top gardens
W Porous paving systems
W Level spreader systems that allows
water to migrate 1o rooted plant beds
W Bioswells
W Rain gardens
B Art that is rain water driven
B Cisterns

ing water as a waste product

“This utilitarian view of water
causes us to think of ways to send
water away from where we want to
live and then have to come up with
engineer solutions to keep it from
tearing up where we sent it

“We mass-grade the land, put our
shallow grading of turf there, with no
root system, at a 1-2 inch slope, then
put in a hole for the express purpose
of getting rid of water, into a sealed
pipe and send it somewhere else.
Water goes from a little hole to a big
hole in the ground as quickly as we
can get it there, This is our contempo-
rary relationship with water,”
Patchett said

Patchett says we need to restore
thinking of water as a resource and
use natural systems that capture rain-
fall, diffuse flow, cleanse, and absorb
water on-site. He offered several ways
to do this. (See side bar)

“Lakes were discharge zones -
water coming from the ground to sus-
tain the hydrology of the lake. Now,
much is from surface water run off.
That's bad when you get to that point.
So understanding ground water-domi-
nated hydrology is so important - this
must be restored. We must under
stand our historical patterns of
hydrology,” Patchett said

Patchett says development is not a
bad thing.

“We just need to identify where it
makes sense to develop. And when we
do develop, we need to think about
buildings and outdoor areas that are
healthy, that not only do not further
degrade our resources, but recharge
them. It's the best thing for our pocket
books,” Patchett said

Patchett doesn't view excluding
humans from natural areas as a good
solution, either

said Wilhelm. atall costs
In the afternoon

pants convened

in

PHOTO BY LYNN LAWS « DCN CONTRIBUTOR

Services for Conservation Design Forum in Eimhurst, lllinois (left), told 50 workshop participants

“The last 8,000 to 10,000 years, since
the glaciers retreated, human beings
have been here and managed it.
What's natural is for the human being
to be here,” Patchett said.

The problem, says Patchett, is that
our day-to-day life no longer mandates
an intimate understanding of our nat-
ural environment - how the world
around us works, and so we become
detached and disconnected from earth
processes and physical laws that gov-
ern us. But we need this information
to create sustainable practices.
Without the information and vuthout

to, we Huild

cities.

“We strip off top soil and roll over
the land with our bulldozers, until we
kill every living thing and compact
the soil, so nothing can grow in the
future - then we come along and put
in lollypop trees and turf grass with
no root system,” Patchett said

Patchett says he is not anti-turf
grass, he just doesn't think it should
be used at every site. A better practice
is to use native plants, which conirol
flooding, are resistant to drought and
“know how to live here.”

“Prairie plants moved in here slow
1y, over thousands of years, and
became the plants of Iowa, adapted to
Towa, subjected to some of the most
extremes weather phenomena
intensely cold winters, intensive rain-
fall, droughts, burning summers
and have learned how to live here,
building the richest top soils in the
world,” Patchett said

Patchett says his firm works with
entire cities and regions to design
future development in a sustainable
way, In a process that requires com-
munities to work together as a team
They work within a budget similar to

any conventional project, because
designs eliminate many structures
that have traditionally been used

“We’re on the cusp of learning
these things. Most towns share water-
sheds. As long as we don't care about
our neighbors, we don't care about
ourselves. So really what we're doing
is to start learning about how to care
for ourselves, We must work with oth-
ers in our watersheds and those
downstream,” Wilhelm said

“The last thing you need is some
engineering expert to come here and
tell you what to do,” Wilhelm said.

Because every town and every
aspect of a town is unique, Wilhelm
and Patchett suggest local and state
experts, who are willing to rethink
old practices and to work with others
within their watershed, make the best
members on an urban design team

We can rethink what we've been

trained to do. We can take own under-
standing of own areas and retool
with these concepts. What we're talk
ing about is a restorative process
how you can develop an area and not
only not degrade it, but actually build

quality back in," Patchett said

shade, which does not allow
partici- deep-rooted plants to grow
a local and curb structures which

his material is what wooded area, on West Lake direct large concentrations of
you have that knows how to Okoboji, to view severe ero- run-off from streets into the
live here, You must protect it sion caused by too much lakes, taking soil with it
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Organizers of the Anglers
Bay project on Big Spirit Lake
are pausing to celebrate the
project’s first major public
fundingabefore digging into
‘the larger fundraising task
ahead.

- As the Jowa Natural
Heritage Foundation (INHF)
and other project support-
ers hoped, Anglers Bay was
awarded a $1.5 million appro-
priation by the 2006 state leg-
islative session for the pur-
chase of “unique and trea-
sured land in Towa.”
. Located on the northeast
shore of Big Spirit Lake, the
Anglers Bay project protects
3,500 feet of natural shoreline.
It's lined by the area’s largest
bulrush bed, which provides
critical habitat for fish, birds
and other wildlife.

INHF is purchasing the site
on contract for eventual trans-
fer to the Iowa Department

f N: [DNR

impact recreation and bike
trail access. Between land
acquisition and initial resto-

ration, the total project cost is
67 million

“We're thrilled that the
legislature recognized this
project’s value not only to the
area’s native plants and wild-
life, but also to water quality,
public recreation and tour-
ism,” said Mark Ackelson,
INHF president, “We're par-
ticularly grateful to the local
legislators Senator David
Johnson and Rep. Mike May
for their tenacious efforts to
educate their colleagues about
the site’s importance and to
secure this critical funding.”

The $1.5 million award is
part of a $5 million public
funding goal. The IDNR has
pledged $2 million from its
budget, payable over its next
three fiscal years. Project sup-
porters will request another
$1.5 million appropriation
during next year's legislative

} private ree
locally and throughout the
state.

“We need a lot more dol-

lars before our final payment

falls due in July 2007, but this
project has already generated
huge public and private sup-
port,” noted Ackelson. “Ican’t
say I never lose sleep over
raising this kind of money,
but I'm very optimistic. Once
people find out what's at stake
here, their next question is
usually How can I help?™"

Formerly slated for devel-
opment, the site contains the
area’s most diverse aquatic
plant population. The exten-
sive bulrush bed is only the
most visible of its varied
plants. According to research-
ers, these plants provide criti-
cal nursery sites and habitat
for many of the lake's game
and nongame fish species.
Their seeds provide a feast
for migrating birds.

Future management plans
for the site include restoring
prairie and wetland areas
and building a trail that links

to thex Dickinson Coun
eRbEIAL: X 1
and ‘buffers natural resourc-

es at Hale’s Slough, a states
owned wetland and hunting
area.

Current owners Don and
Nancy Yarnes had considered
building 35 or more houses
on the site, which many local
residents and researchers had *
feared would destroy the bul-
rush bed and its benefits.

“We are forever grateful to
Don and Nancy for not only
reconsidering their building
plans, but then selling their
land at a bargain price for
public use and preservation,”
noted Ackelson. “It took their
flexibility to get the proj-
ect started. With additional
vision and support from the
Iowa DNR, state legislature,
local supporters and so ma
others, we're well on the
to saving this piece of the |
lake's natural heritage for
future generations. Maybe
one day our great-grandkids |
will think of us while enjoy-
ing a quiet day of fishing
here.”

Project contributions, des- |

Hrh&'}‘oundau Www, |
inhf.org or 505 Fifth, Ave.,
#444, Des Moines, IA 50309.
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Area sixth graders
receive
environmental
education

BY ANITRA WOLF
MANAGING EDITOR

What better way to get the atten-
tion of a sixth grader than bringing
out the butterflies, hunting dogs and
life jacket games? Then, once you've
got their attention, what better way
to teach them about nature and the
environment?

On Thursday, Sept. 7, the Dickinson
Soil and Water Conservation District
sponsored its 28th annual Sixth Grade
Outdoor Classroom at Kettleson
Hogsback Nature Area north of Spirit
Lake.

Area sixth graders from Harris
Lake Park, Okoboji, Spirit Lake
and Terril attended the event. They

) learned about soils, clean water,
boating and water safety, waterfowl,
scuba diving and snorkeling, wild
flowers, retriever dogs, orphaned and
injured wildlife and the Kettleson

Hogsback area.

Instructors for the day welcomed
the opportunity to help the students
discover nature's magnificence.

It's interesting. A lot of kids any-
more don't get out and enjoy nature,
said Betty Romero, Soil Conservation
Technician for the Natural Resources
Service. Romero taught the students
about roadside plants and flowers
during her session. What I'm doing is
wetting their appetite. Maybe this can
become a hobby - something for the
family to do together.

At another session, Clean Water
Alliance Coordinator Steve Anderson
illustrated through a toy model how
fertilizers, soil runoff and other
pollutants can affect the lakes and
groundwater. Dickinson County
Naturalist Barbara Tagami asked
them to wish on a released butterfly
after learning about the creature's
migration habits, and students met
Thunder, an eight-year-old retriever,
and were educated in how to begin
training a hunting dog.

The classes were conducted by
members of the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS),
the Dickinson Coil and Water
Conservation District, lowa

Department of Natural Resources,
the Dickinson County Conservation
Board, the lowa Great Lakes Water
Safety Council, Blue Water Divers
Scuba and Snorkeling and Linda
Hinshaw

The goal of the outdoor classroom is
to provide a unique learning experi
ence and an increased nndl-rslan(lmg
of the environment

It's fun to get out and experience
things hands on instead for reading it
out of a book, said Jason Schneider,
Spirit Lake sixth grade teacher. The
kids have learned a lot about nature,
different plants and flowers and boat
ing safety.

Clean Water Alliance Coordinator Steve
. Anderson uses a toy model to illustrate the
impact of fertilizers, dirt and runoff on the
area's watershed.

Dicki y sixth graders | d to
identify lowa's roadside plants and flowers
during the outdoor classroom event.

The 28th I td I at

Kettleson-Hogsback taught dent:
process of a soil survey.

class-
room event learned the importance of hav-
ing and wearing life jackets while spending
time on the area's waters.

Sixth graders at the I outd




BY CAROLINE RUSK
DCN STAFF

Last Wednesday's Low Impact
Development (LID) Day in the
Lakes area featured two new
sitesin Arnolds Park and Spirit
Lake. Project Engineer Jeff
Rose of Jacobson-Westergard
and Dickinson County Clean

Water Alliance Coordinator

Steve Andersen walked a
* small crowd through the
various steps intended to
improve water quality at
both the Arnolds Park
Baseball Diamond and
Spirit Lake High School's
new parking lot.

LID is a new, compre-
hensive land planning
and engineering design
approach with a goal of
maintaining and enhanc-
ing the pre-development
hydrologic regime of
urban and developing
watersheds.

“The rain garden
between the parking lots
[behind Allen's Hardware]
,.and the retaining wall [at the
STAFF " baseball diamond] will pro-
i tect the investment of the ball
field,” said Rose.

In addition to the rain garden,

8Y CAROLI RUSK

Low Impact « /e
Development Day
features new sites

future improyements of the base-
ball diamond include a retrofit-
ted sediment basin as well as an
infiltration trench.

“All the water north of the field
will drain into the infiltration
trench and then into the reten-
tion area,” Rose said. “Before, it
just drained into the storm sewer
and into the lake.”

A new concession stand is also
in future plans for the field. Thus
far, the city has spent an estimat-
ed $70,000 on the project.

Rose estimated a project com-
pletion date for the baseball dia-
mond of Nov. 15.

The second site toured, Spirit
Lakes High School's new park-
ing lof, has planned for it a rain
garden that is part of an all over
project that will come as funding
is available for the school.

Another recent LID project
in the Lakes area includes the
parking lot of Arnolds Park
Amusement Park, which was
completed this summer and
includes a 1,000-gallon tank locat-
ed below the plaza that holds
and recirculates water. Over the
next two years, the water will be
sampled and analyzed by moni-
toring equipment with the test
results posted on-site for public
viewing.
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! A Success Story
! CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
The lowa Attorney General's office is now investigating a series of construction violations at the Bridges
| Bay site in Arnolds Park. The accunﬂonl include water quality violations as a result of dysfunctional silt
3 and soil p
Attor ne ’ General tO CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
| Larry Peterson lost more than 300 pounds and says he
| ) - b has been able to keep the weight off thanks to the sup-
‘ port of his TOPS group. Today, he presents behavioral
management seminars nationwide to help others in their
weight loss battles.
‘\‘ ° ° - L]
| V Sliming down
| Bay 10lations g ;
-
\{& ‘ BY ANITRA WOLF Resources, site construction condos, a 20,000 square- Westergard many times to Stay I n g h ea Ith y
@ MANAGING EDITOR has violated silt fence ordi- feet indoor water park, an goover some of the problem

Construction practices
at the Bridges Bay Resort
water park/condominium
complex are now under
investigation by the lowa
Attorney General's office
following a meeting of the

nances on several occasions,
broken the open burning
law and failed to exercise
proper erosion control.
Throughout the past year,
DNR officials have been
gathering evidence regard-
ing water and air qual-

arcade,*// and fitness cen
ter

“The reason we were
out there was for routine
storm water compliance
inspections and complaint
investigations for down silt
fencing,” said Tom Roos,

areas that they had with
their silt fencing. We docu
mented two known water
quality violations that
we've visually observed and
sampled, as well as an air
quality violation for open

Weight loss guru invites public
to ‘Take Off Pound:. Sensibly’

BY ANITRA WOLF put the weight right back on

burning of construction MANAGING EDITOR his time, he swore it would

Environmental Protection ity violations at the 70-acre DNR environmental spe- wasle be different. And three and a

Commission last week. Bridges Bay site, where cialist. “Our first visit was When Lakes area resident half years later, he continues

According to the lowa construction includes 72 Oct. 4, 2005. We met with a BRIDGES Larry Pete 1 finally d todeclare success in his weight
Department of Natural residence condos, 48 resort site engineer from Jacobsen a way to sh X unneeded loss battle
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Water Quality Commission
funds project proposals

At its meeting on Monday
Oct. 23, the Dickinson County
Water Quality Commission
approved funds for five water
quality projects for Fiscal
Year 2008 (July 1, 2007 - June
30,2006). The Water Quality
Commission was created by
a 28-E agreement between
the all the cities in Dickinson
County and the county to allo-
cate $200,000 for water quality
projects for Dickinson County
J.akes (Swan Lake, Silver Lake
and the Jowa Great Lakes).
This year the Water Quality
Commission received nine
applications that with total
requests of $254,289.

The projects that the com-
mission fully funded include:

1. Silver Lake Watershed
Assessment Dickinson
SWCD $10,000

2. Assessment and
Management Plan for IGL
Dickinson SWCD

$45,000

3. Anglers Bay Project
INHF $100,000

4. Naturalist Internship
DCCB $5,100

The following project was
only partially funded:

5. OPA Wahpeton Storm

Water Management OPA
$15,548
The Water Quality

Commission allots $24,352

for the Dickinson Soil and
Water Conservation District
to do administrative work
and that money supports
the Clean Water Alliance
Coordinator,

The 28-E agreement was
signed with a pledge to bring
in from private, state and
federal source $3 for every
$1 dollar raised locally. In
the six years of the Water
Quality Commission they
have approved over $1 mil-
lion dollars and those funds
have been matched with over
$10 million dollars to edu-
cation, research, improve
and protect the water qual-
ity within Dickinson County
lakes.

1 Seina 214 C S e — g ; -
1 A_(-l Fourth generation farmer hopes to build ethanol’s future in Iowa

. continued from page 1A

| Northey's campaign

trail leading to Des Moines
| took months of consider-
ation and preparation.
He announced his bid in
| September of 2005 at the
Clay County Fair after care-
| fully analyzing the chal-
" lenges, political issues and
+| proper campaign strategies
for several months.
“I basically wrote a thesis
on the job for myself,” he
saild. “Part of doing that
| study was looking into how
| these races had been run
| in the past. I talked to a lot
of people who had run in
the past. Each political race
is unique - statewide office
races are unique.”
Growing up in a politi-

cal and agricultural family
helped prepare Northey for
his campaign trail.

“It gives you a sense of
reality of how important
it is,” he said. “It demysti-
fies politics. These are just
regular folks doing the best
that they can. It's possible
to be engaged [in politics],
do a good job and make a
difference.

Northey is a fourth-
generation lowa farmer,
returning to farm with his
grandfather, Sid Northey,
after graduating from
Iowa State University in
Ag Business in 1981, In the

.past, Bill has served on a

variety of agricultural com-
mittees and has been an

T ——

active member of both the
Dickinson County Soil and
Water Conservation and
the Farm Bureau. His other
grandfather, E. Howard
Hill, was also very active
in the Farm Bureau, serv-
ing as President of the lowa
Farm Bureau from 1947-
1963. Bill Northey's father,
Wayne Northey, serves
as a Dickinson County
Supervisor.

“This is an election vic-
tory we all share,” Northey
said. “Iowans from all polit
ical persuasions set aside
partisan leanings and cast
a vote for the vision of
Iowa agriculture that we all
share - one of opportunity
and growth.”

e

Association begi:

BY TRACY SCHLATER

Throughout his cam-
paign, Northey emphasized
the importance of ethanol
in lowa

‘We are living in a very,
very dynamic time in lowa
right now,” Northey said.
“We have a tremendous
opportunity to play a sig-
nificant role in the ethanol
industry.. I want to make
sure we stay on the cutting
edge of that.”

Northey said he.is learn-

ing more about working
with both larger agricul-
tural markets as well as

the smaller family farming
operations while looking for
new and different diversifi-
cation in Iowa agriculture.
“I'd like to expand sev-

Guy Foster of Lake Park enjoyed some fishing
Improvement Association has formed to impr(
the lake, located just southwest of Lake Park

Silver Lake Pz

1
e
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laws and the ¢

DCN STAFF

he Silver Lake Park
Improvement Association has
formed an interim board to get the
association started.
The group of eight people have
begun the task of writing the by-

tion, in addof
the associaje
ment and go|
“I've beenhe
ferent peopliag
form groupsen
Clean Watelq
“I've neverlye
er
at

e

eral parts of our local
[soil] conservation prac-
tices in Dickinson County
to the rest of Iowa,” he
said. “Dickinson County is
unique. It's a great mix of
recreation and agriculture
and industry - that kind of
balance is something we
don't really see in the rest
of the state.”

Northey went on to
emphasize lowa's role in
the future of ethanol.

“lowa is at the forefront
of the renewable energy
explosion,” he said. “I look
forward to helping us navi-
gate this and other exciting
agricultural opportunities.
Let’s work together to help
Iowa be all it can be.”

support needed for the the-
atre. This community want-
ed the theatre, they have
made this happen, and they
have made sure the doors
will stay open.”

Burke fondly recalls many
hit productions in his time
with the theatre, including
several performances “Our
Town,"” “Man of La Mancha”
and the 2006 season ender
“The Will Rogers Follies.”

“It's a thrilling opportu-
nity to reinvest in the the-
atre that we have,” he said.
“[We're] sending a message
to the community that we'r
continuing to be strong - an
will continue for the next 5
years."
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Water Quality Commission

funds project proposals

At its meeting on Monday
Oct. 23, the Dickinson County
Water Quality Commission
approved funds for five water
quality projects for Fiscal
Year 2008 (July 1, 2007 - June
30,2006). The Water Quality
Commission was created by
a 28-E agreement between
the all the cities in Dickinson
County and the county to allo-
cate $200,000 for water quality
projects for Dickinson County
Lakes (Swan Lake, Silver Lake
and the Jowa Great Lakes).
This year the Water Quality
Commission received nine
applications that with total
requests of $254,289,

The projects that the com-
mission fully funded include:

L. Silver Lake Watershed
Assessment Dickinson
SWCD $10,000

2. Assessment and
Management Plan for IGL
Dickinson SWCD
$45,000

3. Anglers Bay Project
INHF $100,000

4. Naturalist Internship
DCCB $5,100

The following project was
only partially funded:

5. OPA Wahpeton Storm

Water Management  OPA
$15,548
The Water Quality

Commission allots $24,352
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Local
farmer
wins
Secretary
of Ag race

BY CAROLINE RUSK
DCN STAFF

After a vic- £ &
tory in a close %
race for lowa
Secretary of
Agriculture,
Spirit Lake
resident Bill
Northey
is looking
forward to
making a dif-
ference for agriculture in the
state.

“When I began this journey
in the summer of 2005, I knew
I would get to know Iowa in a
whole new way,” he said. “I've
driven nearly 90,000 miles and
visited Towa towns I didn't
know existed. I've talked with
tens of thousands of lowans
about lowa agriculture, And
after all that, I am more excited
than tired!"

Northey said he kept track
of his journey with a Global
Positioning System (GPS), esti-
mating that he made the equiv-
alent of 14 -15 round trips to
Anchorage, Alaska

“[The campaign] was like tak
ing a graduate class in lowa
agriculture,” he said. “I spoke
with everyone from people in
the horse racing industry to
people running vineyards, and
also learned about several big
changes in the bioeconomy and
different opportunities in bio-
agriculture. I got a chance to
absorb a lot over 15 months."

AG

continued on page 2A

for the Dickinson Soil and
Water Conservation District
to do administrative work
and that money supports
the Clean Water Alliance
Coordinator.

The 28-E agreement was
signed with a pledge to bring
in from private, state and
federal source $3 for every
$1 dollar raised logally. In
the six years of the Water
Quality Commission they
have approved over $1 mil-
lion dollars and those funds
have been matched with over
$10 million dollars to edu-
cation, research, improve
and protect the water qual-
ity within Dickinson County
lakes.
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FILE PHOTO BY KEVIN SANDERS + DCN STAFF

Foster of Lake Park enjoyed some fishing on Silver Lake last summer. A new Silver Lake Park
lcr::;rovmnt Association has formed to improve water quality and do watershed work to benefit
the lake, located just southwest of Lake Park.

Silver Lake Park Irhprovement
Association beginning to take shape

BY TRACY SCHLATER
DCN STAFF

he Silver Lake Park
Improvement Association has
formed an interim board to get the
association started.
The group of eight people have
begun the task of writing the by-

laws and the articles of incorpora-
tion, in addition to determining
the association’s mission state-
ment and goals.

“I've been around a lot of dif-
ferent people that have wanted to
form groups,” said Steve Anderson,
Clean Water Alliance coordinator.
“I've never been around people

who want to get this off the ground
and want to be an active partici-
pant like they have.”

The first meeting, held Sept. 7,
had about 25 people in attendance.
Of those 20 people, 15 stepped for-

SILVER

continued on page 2A
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The restoration work on the

Gull Point State Park addition

continues this spring with

some woody invasive species

control and an investigation

into better wetland restora-

tion.

In the late summer of 2001,

local residents worked with
the Iowa Natural Heritage
Foundation and the Iowa
DNR to raise money to add 30
acres of land to the Gull Point
State Park. The land owner
had plans to sub-divide the
30-acres adjoining the state
park into 11 single family lots.
By December of 2001 a local
group led by Irving Jensen
and the lowa Natural Heritage
Foundation donated the land
to the State of lowa. Now the
former crop ground has been
restored to native prairie and
two wetlands, with more to

come in 2007.

Part of the original plan
was to remove the invasive
woody plants from the site.
This primarily consists of
| sumac, a shrubby plant that is
native to the United States but

MANAGING EDITOR

Inits 23rd year, the
Northwest Towa Ag
Outlook Conference
and Trade Show !
continued to offer
top level speakers
in the agriculture
industry, top ven-
dors with a vari-
ety of services and .

Events Center.

fab 28 -207

~ BY RANDY M. CAUTHRON

equipment, and drew a sizable audi-
ence to the Clay County Regional

continued on page 2A
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ed about biofuels and agriculture
and investment. We don't spend our
time talking about political posi-
tions. We talk about what's best for
TRt e rektanaeitiso

_2007

that is invasive to the prairie.
Sumac has a beautiful deep
red leaf in the fall but as a
pioneering plant for the for-
est it slowly crowds out the
native prairie If this plant is
allowed to go without control,
it would eventually take over
the prairie and the prairie
would be replaced by a forest.

To keep the prairie, the
control of the sumac is vital.
Controlling the sumac will
take several years but the first
steps to preserve the prairie
will start in 2007. Initially
the sumac will be cut down,
ground up and left to decom-
pose. Following this a chemi-
cal treatment of the area will
be completed in the fall on
new sprouting sumac shoots.
The Iowa DNR will be very
selective in the type of herbi-
cides used, due to the proxim-
ity of the wetland.

The second part of the work
to be completed this year
is to look at improving the
wetland restoration on the
western wetland. This wet-
land restoration is not hold-

hour day.”

number.

AG

be easy.”

He1sputting togethera 99 county
tour with listening sessions at each
stop that will continue. over the
course of the next year.

“It's all so intense. There's 48
hours worth of work to do in a 24

He did note that in 2006, 70 per-
cent of all gas sold in Iowa was 10
percent ethanol, and that E-85 use
had tripled but was still not a huge

With the new developments in
farming, Northey stressed the need
to steer young people to start-up
farming. “If we can't do it now,
we're never going to be able to do
it...That doesn’t mean it's going to

Local favorite, columnist and
radio agriculture
David Kruse with CommStock
Investments got the morning going
with a focus on alternative fuel

mefiRoctunities in Jowa

{

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Gull Point restoration continues

ing water as well as could be
expected, so a soils investiga-
tion will be completed this
spring by Natural Resources
Conservation Service. The
findings by the soil scientist
will help the lowa DNR poten-
tially increase the size of the
wetland and make it so it will
hold water longer through the
summer. The soils work will
begin shortly after the frost
is out of the ground. The wet-
land east of this area holds
water well into the summer
and usually can be found with
wood ducks, mallards and teal
feeding and swimming.

The Gull Point State Park
addition project has protected
water quality, added land to a
wonderful, existing state park
and restored wetland and
native prairie for all to enjoy.
The positive progress of this
project is visible and with
continued improvements over
the next few years to control
the invasive woody plants and
possible improvements to the
restored wetlands will help
sustain this great project.

There

There
things

way. It’

broadcaster ama

culture legislators.

discussion about agri-
culture at this point
in the session. That’s
because they can
see the big picture.

agriculture. It hasn’t
always been that

in agriculture. An
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- Source water plan

0{1 Jan. 23, John Askew,

' | Regional Administrator of

| El_’A Region 7 (lowa, Kansas,

4 ‘Missouri, and Nebraska) was
in ,Milford to witness the pub-

| lic’s response to the report
Presented by the Source
Water Action Team (SWAT )
and congratulate the Source

‘ Water Action Team on put-
| ting together the first Source
Water Action Plans in the

Region 7 of the EPA.

This is a coordinated effort

| between all the drinking
| Water supplies - Centra] Water
i Sy;ﬂpm. Milford Municipal
Ut{h»ties. and the Cities of

| Spirit Lake and Wahpeton
| - that draw water from the
| ITowa Great Lakes to create
| @ plan to protect water qual-
| ity for drinking water pur-

wa’s

poses. The group that ¢
ated the plan represented tlr:;
local agricultural and urban
areas, local education youth,
local business, and state and
federal organizations such as
the Towa DNR and Natural
Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS).

Over several months, this
group of broad ranged exper-
tise looked at al potential
concerns for water quality
and devised a plan to elimi-
nate or limit impacts to water
qua_llly. The Source Water
Action Plan, presented to the
public for comment and now
approved by the publie, will
allow the group of volunteers
to move forward with the
protection of drinking water
with the support of the local

Secretary of Ag
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available,
acres of CRP land are suitable for
the commodity within corn grow-
ing states.

He encouraged farmers to build

Kruse estimated that 7.1 ¢

buildings, suggesting a

record number of livestock pro-
ducers get 12 month coverage pur-
chasing physical control of corn
inventory.

Kruse also informed his audi-
ence a dramatic change is com-
ing. “Very shortly you will call the
elevator and tell them what the
basis is. You the farmer are going
to be in charge of the basis. You are
going to have more leverage than
you ever dreamed of.” ;

Katie Hadenfeldt, senior busi-
ness manager of biofuels for Union
Pacific Railroad, headquartered
in Omaha,
importance of transportation with
regards to the changing world of
agriculture.

Union Pacific, which operates
predominantly in a 23 state area
west of the Mississippi River, is the
regarded as the largest railroad in
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-
that is invasive to the prairie.
Sumac has a peautiful
red leaf in the fall but as a
pioneering plant for the for-
est it slowly crowds out the
native prairie If this plant is

allowed to go without control,
it would eventually take over

The restoration work on the
Gull Point State Park addition
continues
some woody
control and an
into better wetland restora-

Jocal residents worked with
the lowa Natural Heritage
Foundation and
DNR to raise
acres of land to the Gull Point
State Park. The land owner
had plans _to_sub divide the

. Ag Outlook =
7 gets setﬂéd inasI

Inits 23rd year, the |
Northwest Towa Ag
Outlook Conference

continued to offer
top level speakers
in the agriculture
industry, top ven-

this spring with
invasive species
investigation

late summer of 2001,
the prairie

the lowa
to add 30

money
Controlling

take several

eps

Secretary of Ag
Northey makes
midday appearance

BY RANDY M. CAUTHRON
MANAGING EDITOR

Trade Show

with a vari-

ety of services and .

equipment, and drew a sizable audi-
ence
Events Center.

to the Clay County Regional

AG

continued on page 2A
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ed about biofuels and agriculture
and investment, We don’t spend our
time talking about political posi-
tions. We talk about what's best for
Towa. It's all pretty positive.”

He continued, “We're seeing more
interest in agriculture by folks that
are not traditionally agriculture
legislators. There is way more dis-
cussion about agriculture at this
point in the session. That's because
they can see the big picture. There
are so many things happening in
agriculture. It hasn't always been
that way.

“It's a great time in agriculture.
An amazing time."

Addressing the dynamics of $4
corn, Northey said, “It's a heck of
a lot better than the 1980's when
you couldn’t see the light at the end
of the tunnel. Now we don’t know
which light to grab for.”

Northey talking about the new
programs being offered for young
agriculture students and profes-
sionals, remarked, “It's hard to

estoration continues

would be replaced by a forest.
To keep the prairie,
control of the sumac is vital.

0 _RIESeLNG

heard about ethanol. They've .
Kknown about personal computers.”

deep
spring by
findings by the

and the prairie

the summer

the sumac will is out of

years but the first

ing water as well as could be
expected, so a solls investiga-
tion will be completed this
Natural Resources
Conservation Service. The
soil scientist
will help the Towa DNR poten-
tially increase the size
wetland and make it S0 it will
hold water longer through the
The soils work will
pegin shortly after the frost
the ground. The wet-
land east of this area holds

presented by the

Water Action Plans
Region 7 of the EPA.

of the

oy . P
s

remember what agriculture used
to be like. These kids have always

Northey noted that the next four
months will probably be his most
intense in the next four years.

He is putting together a 99 county
tour with listening sessions at each
stop that will continue, over the
course of the next year.

“It's all so intense. There's 48
hours worth of work to doin a 24
hour day.”

He did note that in 2006, 70 per-
cent of all gas sold in lowa was 10
percent ethanol, and that E-85 use
had tripled but was still not a huge
number.

With the new developments in
farming, Northey stressed the need
to steer young people to start-up
farming. “If we can't do it now,
we're never going to be able to do
it.. That doesn't mean it’s going to
be easy.”

Local favorite, columnist and
radio agriculture broadcaster
pavid Kruse with CommStock
Investments got the morning going
with a focus on alternative fuel
opportunities in Towa.

“I've never talked to a Wall Street
person that's liked ethanol,” Kruse
said. “But it seems to be doing well
without Wall Street's blessing.”

The growing demand however is
currently exceeding production, a
problem that Kruse said is going
to need to be corrected by devoting
more time and acres to corn pro-
duction. “The rally we've seen in

the corn industry is designed to do
one thing - expand production.”

Kruse explained that just to get
back to the level we were at last
year, “It's going to take a record
expansion that's never before been
seen.”

In the next year, 12 million addi-
tional acres of corn in the growing
region needs to be created. That
number needs to increase to 22 mil-
lion acres by 2012 based on Kruse's

= ; _ available. Kruse estimated that 7.1
jWe’re sgemg MOre seresof CRP land are suitable for
interest in agricul- g: c:rgodiw- within corn grow-

gt e, mingstates. T,
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DL trac onally agri- "2e'cor‘\l§‘°tu§h“\i)ler of va§oc{<‘n§r:
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culture legISIators' ducers get 12 month coverage pur-
There is way more g::eslixg r)ghysical control of corn
discussion about agri- Kruse also informed his audi-
culture at this point ence a dramatic change is com-

in the session. That's
because they can
see the big picture.
There are so many
things happening in
agriculture. It hasn't
always been that
way. It's a great time
in agriculture. An
amazing time.”
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figures.

“Soybean prices have been lag-
ging, but when we pull these acres
for corn, some of it's going to come
from soybeans. You can’'t take 22
million acres for corn without
effecting soybeans.

Kruse stressed patience. “You're
not going to have $9 or $10 beans
tomorrow, but ultimately...”

He noted that in lowa, 54 percent
is the corn to soybean ratio. “We're
best at corn. Let Brazil have the
soybeans.”

Kruse suggested that if farmers
would move from a corn-to-soybean
rotation, to a corn-corn-soybean
rotation instead — that would cre-
ate an additional 17 million acres
alone. That would leave five million
acres to be located before 2012.

Some of those acres could come

Water Action Team (SWAT )
and congratulate the Source
Water Action Team on put-
ting together the first Source

This is a coordinated effort
between all the drinking
water supplies - Central Water
System, Milford Municipal
Utilities, and the Cities of
Spirit Lake and Wahpeton
- that draw water from the
Iowa Great Lakes to create
a plan to protect water qual-
ity for drinking water pur-

Source
Resources
Service (NRCS).

in the tise looked at all potential
. concerns for water quality

and devised a plan to elimi-
nate or limit impacts to water
quality. The Source Water
Action Plan, presented to the
public for comment and now
approved by the public, will
allow the group of volunteers
to move forward with the
protection of drinking water
with the support of the local

Wa’s Ser of Ag '

from CRP land that will see be

ing. “Very shortly you will call the
elevator and tell them what the
basis is. You the farmer are going
to be in charge of the basis. You are
going to have more leverage than
you ever dreamed of.”

Katie Hadenfeldt, senior busi-
ness manager of biofuels for Union
Pacific Railroad, headquartered
in Omaha, Neb, discussed the
importance of transportation with
regards to the changing world of
agriculture. .

Union Pacific, which operates
predominantly in a 23 state area
west of the Mississippi River, is the
regarded as the largest railroad in
the country.

H: feldt told her audi “1f
you're planning a processing facil-
ity, make sure you are in contact
with whatever railroad serves that
area. There are a lot of assump-
tions made in the industry. It's
better to know before not after.
Communication is key in terms of ¢
transportation.” )

For those developing & plan, it
takes 30 to 60 days for Union Pacific
to evaluate a proposed site. They
suggest starting two years out on
a project. /

Currently in lowa, Union Pacific
serves 22 active plants in lowa and
southern Minnesota producing
1.7 billion gallons - the closest to
Spencer being in Emmetsburg and
Albert City; with two more under
construction which will produce
an estimated 150 million gallons
annually.

The
Regional Administra Ded B group that cre-
| EPA Region 7 (Iowa, 12;9:: fed g blan repramimtie
| 'Missouri, and Nebraska) was
in Milford to witness the pub-
lic's response to the report

local agricultural and urban
areas, local education youth,
local business, and state and
federal organizations such as
the Towa DNR and Natural
Conservation

Over several mon
ittt el

- Environmental Protection
| representatives review .
source water plan "

On Jan. 23, John Askew,

citizenry and should assist in
attaining State and Federal

S

Askew was  vel
pleased with the eoopemﬁ;:
of the group and the volun-
teered time and efforts to pro-
tect water quality in the Towa
Great Lakes,

“What this group has done
is now going to be a national
model for proteciing source
water,” said Askew. During a
tour around the lowa Great
Lakes, Askew was able to
reminisce about time spent
in the area. He is a sixth gen-
eration farmer in Fremont
County Iowa and visited the
Towa Great Lakes in the past.

Also present at the meeting
were two representatives from
Senator Steve Kings office. -




Phyllis Nielsen (right), Dickinson County Farm Bureau voting delegate,
| visited with Sen. David Johnson (left) during the IFBF Policy Information
| Conference on Feb. 26. A reception was held for the legislators at

Embassy Suites in Des Moines. Dickinson County’s Representative
| Mike May also attended the reception. The county Farm Bur&au _omcers

discussed Farm Bureau policy and current legislative issues with their
. representatives

Nielsen reports from Policy

“It was a very informative
conference,” said Phyllis Nielsen,
Dickinson County Farm Bureau’s
voting delegate, as she spoke of the

| Policy Information Conference that
was held on Feb. 26 and 27.
| Of special interest to her was the
| session on water, presented by Robert
| Libra, state geologist for the lowa
Department of Natural Resources.
. He reported that the last water plan
' for the state was written in 1978
- with an update in 1985. He said that
| the statistics used today are outdated
where water quality is concemed.
No one really knows the quality of
the water because there is not near

|

Lakes area engineers Brad Beck (left) and Jeff Rose
(right) received honorable mention honors for their
low impact development work at the lowa Stormwater

Information Conference

enough uniform information to be
conclusive.

Nielsen said that Joe Johnson of
IFBF gave a legislative update and
an economist from Kansas spoké
about economics and the Farm Bill.
There was discussion on the price of
com and the effect on other segments
of agriculture but the bottom line
was that there will be adjustments
made and all segments will adjust
accordingly.

Many of the issues discussed by
the county Farm Bureau representa-
tives will appear in the 2007 opinion-
naire that will come out =arly this
summer.

moach lg 2007

4

| Conference. Clean Water Alliance Coordinator Steve
. Anderson is pictured center.

.

SWCD reviews "~

The reviews of the applica-
tions submitted by Soil and
Water Conservation Districts
for watershed protection and
water quality project develop-
ment grants for 1st Quarter
2007 have now been completed.
Reviewers of the applications
included agriculture, envi-
ronmental, and conservation
stakeholder organizations, as
well as Department of Natural
Resources (DNR), Natural
Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS), State Soil
Conservation Committee
(SSCC) and Division of Soil
Conservation (DSC).

The time needed for com-
pletion of the review pro-
cess and announcement of
the applications selected has

been extended because this
round of }empmem grants
will also #0ll out the initial
implementation of the new
watershed planning protocol
and optional use of water-
shed planning personnel.

| The goal in rolling out those

new procedures has been to
give adequate planning and
development here in the cen-
tral office to try to minimize
uncertainties and obstacles at
the SWCD level in implement-
ing these new procedures.

Proposals involving MS4
cities regulated under storm
water permits are being
held for further evaluations
by DNR to determine what
$319 funding constraints by
Environmental Protection
Agency apply to assisting MS4
cities to meet storm water
permit requirements.

DSC and DNR are sharing
the costs of development grant
planning. From the review-
ers’ input, DSC and DNR have
selected the proposals to move
forward towards funding of
planning and development for
a future implementation proj-
ect. The following applicants
are being invited to develop
and submit a scope of work
and budget:

« Tete Des Morts Watershed,

development grants

Jackson SWCD, Brooke Creek
Watershed, Buena Vista
SWCD

+ Lake Geode Watershed,
Des Moines SWCD, Yellow
River Watershed, Winneshiek
SWCD

. Competine Creek
Watershed, Marion SWCD,
Silver Lake Watershed,
Dickinsoh SWCD

. Williamson Pond
Watershed, Lucas SWCD

These SWCDs will be con-
tacted by the regional coordi-
nator to schedule a meeting
to develop the scope of work
and budget for your develop-
ment grant, that will then be
submitted for funding. Those |
SWCDs whose applications
were not selected are encour-
aged to also work with the
regional coordinator to refine
and revise the application for
future rounds of development
grant awards, now open for
submittal on a continuous
basis and awarded each quar-
ter. 3
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Lakes area developer August (Auggie) Scheppmann was
recently honored at the lowa Stormwater Conference
for his outstanding performance related to protecting
and improving urban water quality. Scheppmann (left)
is pictured here with Clean Water Alliance Coordinator

Steve Anderson.

" Scheppmann, SWCD honored

BY ANITRA WOLF
MANAGING EDITOR

It was only a few years ago
when Lakes area residents
became familiar with the ter-
| minology surrounding low
| impact development. It didn't
| take long for area developers,
|organizations and engineers
to take the lead statewide with

the water quality initiatives.

This month, the efforts of
local developers, organizations
and engineers were recognized
at the 2007 lowa Stormwater
Conference in Altoona, hosted
by the lowa Association of
Municipal Utilities

Lakes area developer August
(Auggie) Scheppmann was
honored for his outstanding

performance related to pro-
tecting and improving urban
water quality A longtime
developer in Dickinson County,
Sheppmann was the first devel-
oper to look at storm water
not as waste but as a valuable
resource, In his first project
at the Spirit Lake Industrial
Park, Scheppmann used sey-
eral ponds to hold storm water

run-off. Low impact develop-
ment practices were also used
when Scheppmann developed
Silver Shores in Lake Park
and his Southern Glen devel-
opment.

The Dickinson County
Soil and Water Conservation
District also received an out-
standing performance honor

at the conference for being

Members of the Dickinson County Soil and Water

b

Conservation District also received an outstanding per-
formance award for the organization’s promotion of low

impact development practices.

111 ,1007
m ot '

for LID efforts

a leader in promoting low
impact development prac-
tices. In 2004 and 2005, they
conducted monthly seminars
educating the professionals,
officials, community leaders
and developers in low impact
development strategies
Dickinson County engineers
were also honored. Brad Beck
of Beck Engineering received

recognition for his work with

Fair Jones, Fair
LLC, for innovative
ecological work done on the
parking lot at the Arnolds
Park Amusement Park. Jeff
Rose of Jacobson-Westergard
Associates, Inc. was recognized
for his work with bioretention
demonstrations at the City of
Arnolds Park's baseball fields
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BY ANITRA WOLF
MANAGING EDITOR

In the Lakes area, where low
impact development is becoming
common vocabulary and water qual-
ity is at the top of the priority list,
residents are invited to celebrate
ecology this weekend at the annual
Earth Day celebration on Saturday,
April 21.

“We are a county that is environ-
mentally conscious,"” said Dickinson
County Naturalist Barbara Tagami.
“We are striving to keep our water
quality in the best shape that we
possibly can. That's extremely
important. Residents in this county
are also interested in keeping the
air quality and the soil quality envi-
ronmentally sound. This county
really practices good stewardship
of land, air and water.”

The 2007 Earth Day celebration
is a full day affair, sponsored by
the Dickinson County Conservation
Board and the Dickinson County
Soil and Water Conservation
District.

“During the day, from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m., we're going to have the fifth
annual environmental learning
fair,” said Tagami.

The fair includes an environmen-
tal lecture series, children’s activi-
ties and informational displays.

The lecture series features Mark
Muller speaking on Tall Grass .
Revival, Anita O’'Gara discussing
Angler’s Bay and other Iowa Natural
Heritage projects, Pat Schlarbaum
talking about Osprey, and Ross
Dirks giving a demonstration about
fascinating birds of prey.

R

N EARTH
continued on page 2B
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Saturday, April 21, 2007

The 2007 Earth Day celebration is a full day affair,
County Soil and Water Conservation District.

Schedule of Events Children’s Activities

e

Earth Day Environmental
Learning Fair

11 am. - 2 pm. Recycle Smiley
Train; Al Buseman, sponsored by
Towa Landfill Commission

Sponsored by the Dickinson 1 pm. Frog Hike, Jane

¢

WEDNESDAY,
APRIL 18, 2007

DOWN MEMORY LANE

back at the year 1907. PAGE 4B

Earth Day celebrates
Iowa Lakes ecology

]?
|

FILE PHOTO
sponsored by the Dickinson County Conservation Board and the Dickinson




Attorney General
alleges pollution
violations by
Bridges Bay
construction

Attorney General Tom Miller filed an environmental
enforcement lawsuit last Wednesday alleging water pol-
lution control violations and other violations by Bridges
Bay Resort, a new vacation resort on the south shore of
East Lake Okoboji in northwest Iowa. Bridges Bay has a
hotel, water park, and condominium housing on about 20
acres of land.

“East Okoboji is officially and fittingly designated a
ahigh-quality water resource’ of the state,” Miller said.
“We all must protect such precious resources.”

The lawsuit alleges that during construction and devel-
opment of the resort, Bridges Bay illegally discharged
sediment on repeated occasions into East Okoboji Lake
and caused water quality violations. On one occasion, for
example, the suit says Department of Natural Resources
officials found sediment discharging “directly to the
lake" after a rainfall and “observed a large cloud of
chocolate-colored water in East Okoboji Lake in front of
the development.”

The lawsuit also says the construction site failed to
comply with the terms of its permit for controlling
storm-water discharges, and failed to implement its pol-
lution prevention plan and illegally burned construction
wastes at the site. Last June, DNR officials observed a
large pile of construction wastes being burned, includ-
1;1;4 lumber, drywall, insulation and plastic, according to
the suit

The suit was filed in Dickinson County District Court
in Spirit Lake. It asks the Court to prohibit further vio-
lations and to assess civil penalties up to $5,000 per day
per violation for the alleged water pollution violations

and up to $10,000 per day for the alleged air quality viola-
tion
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wilrprésent on the lowa Urban’
Conservation Program. [

' Lake associations meet

Rug s 2907
~ BY ANITRA WOLF
MANAGING EDITOR

\ Hundreds of individuals repre-
senting several different lakes orga-
nizations gathered together for one
mission Saturday morning at the
i Dickinson County Expo Building.
[ That mission - to continue preserv-
ing the quality of the lowa Great
' Lakes.
‘ The first joint meeting of the
‘ Dickinson County lake protec-
| tive associations was held at 9:30
| am. Saturday, Aug. 25 at the Expo
Building. Leaders and members of
- six different lake protective associa-
tions gathered together to share con-
cerns and to hear from Rich Leopold,
director of the Iowa Department of
Natural Resources (DNR), and newly
appointed Water Resource Director
Bill Ehm.
“This is a great beginning to what
is hoped to be an annual event for the

PHOTO BY A

to discuss common goals, \
hear from DNR director

DCN STAFF

LID seminar works
to improve water
quality, shoreline

pug. 15-07

BY CAROLINE RUSK
DCN STAFF

As a follow-up to a series
of low impact development
(LID) workshops held in 2004-
2005, the Dickinson County
Soil and Water Conservation
District will be presenting a
two-day seminar on urban
conservation for Iowa lakes
Aug. 23-24 at the Pavilion in
Arnolds Park.

“We've got a LID task
force...that keeps LID in
the forefront,” said Steve
Anderson, Clean Water
Alliance Coordinator.

Events kick off Thursday
afternoon with an interac-
tive display project entitled
“How to Build a Rain Garden
in a Day,” taking place at
lowa Lakeside Laboratory.

“There’s a spot at the Waitt
Lab where we're going to
build a 100 square-foot rain
garden,” said Anderson.
“It's in an area where there's
water flow and drainage
work has been done, but
more is needed. Participants
will be able to help and get a
better idea of how rain gar-

5

dens are built.”

Anderson estimated the
process to take approximate-
ly two hours. Native prairie
grasses will come from The
Prairie Flower, a native seed
and plant nursery and dealer
near Spencer.

Registration will fol-
low from 6:30-7 p.m. at the
Pavilion. The first of five
presentations is slated for 7
p.m. on LID 101 with Wayne
Petersen, an urban conser-
vationist with the National
Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS).

“Wayne has been the key
guy that’s helped us out,”
said Anderson. “We wanted
him to kick this (seminar)
off.”

Petersen will give a virtual
tour of LID sites through-
out Iowa, including those in
the Iowa Great Lakes area.
A reception will follow his
presentation on the Queen II
excursion boat for a sunset
cruise with appetizers from
Yesterday's restaurant.

LID

continued on page 2
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's speech, he
took questions
dience* before
djourned. By a
s, lake associa-
s agreed that

Inter Lakes Associations,” said Steve
Anderson, Coordinator of the Clean
Water Alliance and meeting coordi-
nator. “The six lake associations in
Dickinson County work to protect the
water quality of these state resourc-
es (lowa Great Lakes). To have the
top state environmental officials
answer the Inter Lakes Association
questions and to take questions from
the public will strengthen the Inter
Lakes Association and strengthen
the collaboration between the DNR
and each lake association.”

After introductions, the presidents
of each lake association spoke brief:
ly about their efforts and concerns
relating to water quality Common
concerns were lake nutrient levels,
algae blooms, natural habitat, inva
sive species, and funding resources

lowa Department of Natural
Resources Director Rich Leopold
(front) spoke to members of
Dickinson County lake protec-
tive associations at a joint meet-
ing Saturday morning at the Expo
Building. Steve Anderson (back),
Clean Water Alliance Coordinator,
facilitated the meeting.

was beneficial
'y would like
me an annual

e —

Meeting attendees also celebrated
the successful campaign to save
Anglers Bay, an environmentally
valuable area of bulrushes on Big

Spirit Lake
“We needed to raise $6.65 million,
said Anderson. “l believe we have
just $50,000 left.’
DNR

continued on page 2A
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Attorney General

alleges pollution
violations by
Bridges Bay
construction

Attorney General Tom Miller filed an environmental
enforcement lawsuit last Wednesday alleging water pol-
lution control violations and other violations by Bridges
Bay Resort, a new vacation resort on the south shore of
East Lake Okoboji in northwest lowa. Bridges Bay has a
hotel, water park, and condominium housing on about 20
acres of land.

“East Okoboji is officially and fittingly designated a
ahigh-quality water resource’ of the state,” Miller said.
“We all must protect such precious resources.”

The lawsuit alleges that during construction and devel-
opment of the resort, Bridges Bay illegally
sediment on repeated occasions into East Okoboji Lake
and caused water quality violations. On one occasion, for
example, the suit says Department of Natural Resources
officials found sediment discharging “directly to the
lake" after a rainfall and “observed a large cloud of
chocolate-colored water in East Okoboji Lake in front of
the development.”

The lawsuit also says the construction site failed to
comply with the terms of its permit for controlling
storm-water discharges, and failed to implement its pol-
lution prevention plan and illegally burned construction
wastes at the site. Last June, DNR officials observed a
large pile of construction wastes being burned, includ-
ing lumber, drywall, insulation and plastic, according to '
the suit. :

The suit was filed in Dickinson County District Court
in Spirit Lake. It asks the Court to prohibit further vio-
lations and to assess civil penalties up to $5,000 per day
per violation for the alleged water pollution violations
and up o $10,000 per day for the alleged air quality viola-
o eTate ~enVIFOR

answer the Inter Lakes Association

questions and to take questions from

the public will strengthen the Inter

| Lakes Association and strengthen
the collaboration between the DNR
and each lake association.”

After introductions, the presidents
< of each lake association spoke brief-
ly about their efforts and concerns
relating to water quality. Common
concerns were lake nutrient levels,
algae blooms, natural habitat, inva-
sive species, and funding resources.

Spirit Lake.
just $50,000 left.”
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state government making an
effort to provide sustainable
funding for natural resourc-
es in the near future. A
diverse committee has been
working for months.

On several issues, includ-
ing boat size regulations
and impaired water repairs,
Leopold pointed out the
need for local involvement
and social acceptance

Bill Ehm, Water Resource
Director, focused on water
quality following Leopold’s
speech, saying the DNR and
lakes associations need to
look at three things regard-
ing water quality: (1) tech-
nology, (2) finances, and (3)
people to be involved

Ehm pointed out that the

+ | After hearing from the
| six associations, lTowa DNR
director Rich Leopold took
the floor to discuss issues
| affecting the lowa Great
Lakes region. Leopold has
direct ties to the area and
finds himself familiar with
many local concerns.
Leopold touched on many
issues, including funding
for natural resources, local
control, invasive species,
| lake regulations, Lakeside
| Labs and impaired waters.
| Leopold says he sees the

facilitated the meeting.

Meeting attendees also celebrated
the successful campaign to save
Anglers Bay, an en\'xronmentall_y
valuable area of bulrushes on Big
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continued from page 1A

Fridayeventsleadoff atBa.m.
with a continental breakfast
and introduction. Beginning
at 8:30 will be a presentation
by Gary Oberts of Emmons
and Olivier Resources, a lead-
ing environmental consulting
firm in Minnesota, on cold
weather runoff management
and weather change. Oberts
has published several articles
on stormwater runoff and LID
impact for climate change and
global warming as well as pre-
sented at many LID confer-
ences worldwide.

Following a short break,
Jennifer Hildebrand of Weis
Builders will speak on a con-
tractor’s view of erosion con-
trol.

Over lunch, Towa Secretary
of Agriculture Bill Northey
will present on the Iowa Urban
Conservation Program.

“We needed to raise $6.65 million,”
said Anderson. “1 believe we have

continued on page 2A
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DNR's role is often in provid-
ing the technology for water
quality projects. Funding
can come from either gov-
ernment or local sources,
and the thrust of any proj-
ect comes from individuals
wanting to make it happen.

“It's gotta happen locally,”
said Ehm. “The local cham-
pions are what really make
things happen.”

After Ehm’s speech, he
and Leopold took questions
from the audience' before
the meeting adjourned. By a
raise of hands, lake associa-
tion members agreed that
the meeting was beneficial
and that they would like
to see it become an annual
event.
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“There’s been a push in the
past to have an urban con-
servation program in lowa,”
Anderson explained. “This
last year is started gaining

S| i

George Hild of Hild and
Associates, growers and
wholesalers of native prairie
and wetland plants, will speak
on alternative shoreline sta-
bilization at 12:15 p.m. Many
shoreline owners in the Lakes
area currently use a ‘rip-rap’
system with large blocks of
concrete and stones to pre-
vent erosion, which Anderson
believes only delays the inevi-
table.

“It's an old practice that's
not a permanent fix,” he said.
“(Rip-rap) isn’t the best, but
right now it's one of the most

Because seasonal freez-

ing and melting slowly drags
large rocks and cement blocks
toward the center of the lake,
Anderson recommends utiliz-
ing a system made of a 12-inch
biodegradable compost sock
with cord grass and natural
plants.

Anderson recalled the
late Queen II Captain Steve
Kennedy telling him that
the only shoreline on West
OKkoboji Lake that held during
the infamous flood of 1993 was
a parcel of land in Echo Bay
with native plants lining the
water.

“It was the only bank that
held in ‘93,” said Anderson.
“Native prairie held up versus
all the landscaping everyone
else did."” S

The final event of this year’s
urban conservation seminar
will be a bus tour of various
LID sites around Dickinson
County, including the base-
ball diamond in Arnolds
Park, private residences,
sites in Wahpeton, Lakeside
Laboratory and others.

“Anyone interested in water
quality, protecting the lakes or
are concerned about develop-
ment should attend this semi-
nar,” Anderson encouraged.

The Urban Conservation
for lTowa Lakes Seminar is
sponsored by the Dickinson
County Soil and Water
Conservation District, East
Okoboji Lake Improvement
Corporation, Okoboji
Protective Association, Iowa
State University Extension

(Dickinson County), EPA
319 Program, Watershed
Improvement Board,

Yesterday’'s Restaurant and
Triggs Bay Resort.

M Those interested in attend-
ing the urban conservation
seminar should contact Steve
Anderson or Maxine Butler at
the Dickinson County Soil and
Water Conservation District
office by calling (712) 336-3782,
ext. 3. Cost for the seminar is
$25 which includes appetizers,
a ride on the Queen II, light
breakfast and lunch on Friday
as well as a bus tour.

»
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lowa Secretary of Agriculture Bill
Northey announced last week that the
Department of Agriculture will be hir-

Northey
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a Northey was in Spirit Lake Friday to
al announce that the Iowa Department of
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Jowa Secretary of Agriculture Bill

Agriculture and Land Stewardship will
hire four new conservationists to focus on
a new urban conservation program. The
Department’s Soil Conservation Division
of| will provide one year's funding to the West
Pottawattamie, Dickinson, Johnson and
Polk Soil and Water Conservation Districts.

wever 8BS TENewable

ing four new urban conservationists.

announces
new program
to improve

water quality

continued on page 2/

energy, animalconfinement odor solutions

BY ANITRA WOLF
MANAGING EDITOR

With his parents, wife and
daughter in attendance last
Friday, lowa Secretary of
Agriculture came home to
Spirit Lake for a town meet-
ing last Friday morning at the
lowa State Extension office.

Northey said the Spirit
Lake stop was the 98th stop
in his Grassleyesque tour of
Iowa. He will make the 99th
stop before the end of the
year and will begin his tour
again in 2008.

“It's kinda hard to believe
it's been a year since I took
office,” said Northey. “I
want to start of by saying
thank you. Thank you for the
chance to be your Secretary
of Agriculture.”

Northey pointed out that his
upbringing in the Lakes area
have played a key role in his
duties with the Department
of Agriculture, especially in
the areas of water quality
and soil conservation.

“Anything good I learned, I

learned here,” joked Northey.
“The other stuff, I got some-
where else.”

Northey opened themeeting
by explaining the role of the
Department of Agriculture
in the state.

“We have 400 employees and
200 of them are in soil con-
servation,” Northey said. He
touted a new program deal-
ing with urban conservation,
which includes a conserva-
tionist working in Dickinson
County.

Northey then explained
that the other half of the
department deals with pro-
tection and regulatory activi-
ties, including weights and
measures, several bureaus,
and a state veterinarian,
entomologist, climatologist
and horticulturist.

“There are so many pleces
of agriculture,” said Northey.
“It's really an interesting
time in ag. There’s a lot going
on.”

NORTHEY

Clean Water Alliance hosts meetings

The Dickinson County Clean Water Alliance
will be holding a series of three meetings
beginning at 5 p.m. on Oct. 4 in the Milford
Community Room. The meetings are the 319
Annual Review, Source Water Action Team and
the Clean Water Alliance Quarterly Meeting

The first at 5 p.m. will be the annual review
of the 319 grant received by the Dickinson
County SWCD. This grant requires an annual
review of the project that is in process. The
grant received by the Dickinson County SWCD
is do demonstrate Low Impact Development
practices in the lowa Great Lakes watershed

Following the annual review for the 319
project, there will be a Source Water Action
Meeting. This will be to discuss the on going
work of the Source Water Action Plan. The
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lowa Secretary of Agriculture Bill Northey held
Lake last Friday. Northey discussed the role
took questions from those In attendance.

lthcare will host a
ation class for expectant
rson from 7-9 pm o i
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Source Water Action Plan is the an approved
plan by EPA f he protection of drink
Ing water sources in the lowa Great Lakes
Watershed

After the SWAT meeting there will be a
quick Clean Water Alliance meeting to for
partners to discuss actives and projects in
Dickinson County

The first meeting is expected to last about 30
minuets with questions. The SWAT meeting
will start around 5:30 p.m. and is planned to be
over around 6:15 p.m. The Clean Water Alliance
Meeting will follow that and is expected to end
around 7 p.m

« Those with questions may contact Steve
Anderson (

136-3762 X
AT lr 207
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NORTHEY:

continued from page 1A

“It’s important that indi-
viduals in town and on the
farm are both doing every-
thing they can to protect
the state’s water supply,”
Northey said. “Often times
our urban storm water sys-
tem take water directly from
the streets to our rivers,
lakes and streams. While it's
important that we effectively
get our water off our road-
ways and keep it out of our
basements, the current sys-
tem often carries too many
pollutants directly into our
waterways.”

The new conservationists
will be able to provide infor-
mation and technical assis-
tance on soil and water con-
servation methods to land
development professionals,

, city officials, government
agencies and private land-
owners.

Funds from the Resource
Enhancement and Protection
program will fund the posi-
tions and are designed to
Rt b iteaRork cur-
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Clean Water Alliance hosts meetings

The Dickinson County Clean Water Alliance
will be holding a series of three meetings
beginning at 5 p.m. on Oct. 4 in the Milford
Community Room. The meetings are the 319
Annual Review, Source Water Action Team and
the Clean Water Alliance Quarterly Meeting.

The first at 5 p.m. will be the annual review
of the 319 grant received by the Dickinson

e e Conntv. SWEN.This grant requires an annual

rently being done in the 100
soil and water conservation
districts across the state that
provide information and
technical assistance to rural
landowners.

While the new employees
will be located in the rap-
idly developing areas around
Council Bluffs, the Iowa
Great Lakes, lowa City and
Des Moines, they will pro-
vide expertise to communi-
ties across the e state.

“Many rapidly growing
communities and the devel-
opers working there have
an interest in making the
investment necessary to
improve water quality, but
don’t necessarily have the
expertise. This initiative
is not an effort to regulate,
but is designed to provide
the assistance communities
need to include water qual-
ity improvement projects
from the very beginning in
new developments,” Northey
said.

The program is designed to
offer local government more
tools for addressing urban
conservation questions and
concerns, Each of the four
pilot projects will respond to
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NORTHEY: Iowa to reach new levels w

Northey

The Dickinson County Water Quality
Commissions application deadline was on
Oct. 1, 2007. The Water Quality Commission
a group that was created through a 28-E
agreement between all the cities in Dickinson

| County and the Dickinson County Board of
| Supervisors creates up to

| $200,000 available for water

| quality projects within

Dickinson County Lakes.

This round of applications
started at the beginning of
August and went through

.

continued from page 1A

Northey touched on the Iowa
Power Fund, which is meant to
bring renewable energy to a whole
new level in the state.

“Ethanol initially started us
down this road, but it's going to
be so much more,” Northey said.
“One of the amazing things this
year is that we have these kinds of
[corn] prices with a crop... We have
had these prices, but no crop.”

Northey also pointed out the
potential for wind power and

tions from his

Rich Leopold.

1A A g vakey

information.

renewable fuels in the state,
After describing the role of the
department, Northey took ques-

Mendenhall asked how much
Northey gets to interface with
the Iowa Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) and its director

“By design we want to sit down
every two weeks and talk,” said
Northey. “We try to get together
at least once a month. It's very

Source Water Action Plan is the an approved
plan by EPA for the protection of drink-
ing water sources in the Iowa Great Lakes
Watershed

After the SWAT meeting there will be a
quick Clean Water Alliance meeting to for
partners to discuss actives and projects in
Dickinson County

The first meeting is expected to last about 30
minuets with questions. The SWAT meeting
will start around 5:30 p.m. and is planned to be
over around 6:15 p.m. The Clean Water Alliance
Meeting will follow that and is expected to end
around 7 p.m

« Those with questions may contact Steve
Anderson (712) 336-3782 x 5
aCier 207
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the first of October. The Water Quality
Commission has received requests for $260,000
from six applications. The first timé the Water
Quality Commission will met to discuss these
applications is Oct. 22 at the Arnolds Park
City Hall.
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Water

On Oct. 22, 2007 the
Dickinson County Water
Quality Commission met to
approve projects for the 2009
fiscal year. The Water Quality
Commission is a group cre-
ated by a 28-E agreement to
fund project that will protect
the water quality of Dickinson
County Lakes. The Water
Quality Commission can
approve up to $200,000 annu-
ally for projects. This year
they received six applications
requesting a total of $260,000.
The 18 Commissioners rank
the projects and then those
rankings are complied to
give an over all ranking. The
Commission’s meeting last
Monday discussed the proj-
ects, the ranking process and
approved to fund the projects
as ranked until they met their
budget.

The first project funded was

Quality Com

% W

and Drainage Reconstruction
Project. The project will pay
for the planning to design
a low impact drainage plan
for East Okoboji Beach Area.
The East Okoboji Beach area
is proposed to have new hard
surface streets in the next few
years. These impervious sur-
faces would create more water
runoff and pollutants going
into East Okoboji Lake. This
project will design the drain-
age to minimize the water
quality impacts when the
new streets and drainage is
installed.

The second project funded
was for the Implementation
of the lowa Great Lakes
Watershed Assessment. The
assessment that has been on
going in the lowa Great Lakes
over the last two years will
be completed in April of 2008.
This assessment is to give a
working plan to address the

-,

mission approves pr

water quality concerns for
the lowa Great Lakes area.
After the plan is completed
the Dickinson County SWCD
and others will be applying for
state and federal grants that
require local matching funds
This money will be used to
do urban work according to
the assessment and the Water
Quality Commission funds
will be used to bring in state
and federal funds to protect the
Iowa Great Lakes Watershed.

The third project was the
Iowa Great Lakes Watershed
Protection Project. This is
match money for the lowa
DNR to use with state and
federal grants to protect pri-

e

e

oposed pmjé

ority wetland areas within
the watersheds of Dickinson
County Lakes

Annually the commis-
sion sets aside money for the
administration of the grant
program for the Dickinson
County Clean Water Alliance.
The Alliance works to coordi-
nate, education and commu-
nicate water quality activities
within Dickinson Counties
Lake watersheds. The Clean
Water Alliance Coordinator
administers the funds for the
Water Quality Commission.

The Water Quality
Commission has one grant
process annually. The next
round of grants will be avail-

EE——

able in the late summer of
2008,

This year match was for ever
dollar approved locally $13.5
dollars were matched. Over the
last 8 years the Water Quality

(
n
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the East Okoboji Beach Road
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Concerned citizens have raised
an alarm to a local ethanol plant’s
intention of releasing above-nor-
mal temperature water into the Des
Moines River in Emmet County.
| An informational meeting held
last Thursday in Estherville
betwgen plant officials and the
public eased minds, explaining the
process to interested parties.

“We have a permit [from the
Department of Natural Resources]

-

that allows us to discharge up to 91
degree water, but the actual tem-
perature is anywhere from 60-75
degrees,” said Doug Archer, gen-
eral manager of the Green Plains
Renewable Energy, Inc. ethanol
plant located near Superior. "Plant
’[;fgduction is scheduled for March

Ethanol, which Green Plains pro-
duces from corn, is a high-octane
fuel that is blended with gasoline
to provide superior engine perfor-
mance as well as help to reduce tail-
pipe and greenhouse gas emissions

L

plant plan to discharge water appear safe
Water expert urges watchful eye on surrounding environment 2%%’

that contribute to global warming.
The plant is expected to produce 51
million gallons of ethanol per year
once fully operational.

“The meeting with the public
was to familiarize them with the
process and with the plant itself,”
Archer said. “We wanted to engage
the public with any concerns, Water
temperature was one concern, the
effect of the water on the river and
the wildlife around the river [was
another worry], and the effect of
that on the public to be able to use
the river for [recreational purposes

TOTOIEy,

illion gallon man-
ilization pond is

was another concern.]"

_Archer said the water set to be
discharged is used for cooling pur-
poses only and does not come into
contact with anything but the pipes
it is sent through.

f"l'hls is not waste water being
discharged,” he explained. “We
have spent almost $4 million devel-
oping a water treatment process.,,
The water will have gone through

ETHANOL
continued on page 3A

TDEEMS flowing,” he said
There will be a water moni-
toring station onsite with

 Anderson accepts position
‘as urban conservationist

tructed onsite to
ater to cool to 60-75
ffore its release,
e facility to oper-
tinuous fashion.

y effect the dis-
have on the river
und the discharge
‘er will stay open

‘ze over,” Archer

€re’s no contami-

tothe water... It']]

testing once a week."
As.long as water levels
remain constant, Anderson
believes there won't pe any
Issues. A drought, however,
could change things, :
“I'm not sure what would
happen in the event of a
drought,” he said. “There
gtould be fish kills of qual-
Ity issues.. We're basically

the point where

ball.”

table,"” Anderson

trying to look into a crystal

noted Green

The Dickinson County
Soil and Water Conservation
District recently announced
that Steve Anderson has

1

accepted the position of
, Urban Conservationist.
Anderson is moving from

the Dickinson County Clean
Water Alliance position to the
Urban Conservation position.
Both positions are located in
the office of the Dickinson
County Soil and Water
Conservation District.

“I'm glad that I don’t have
to leave Dickinson County, but
I'm really excited to extend the
water quality work that we're
doing in Dickinson County to
the surrounding communi
ties,” said Anderson. "I am
truly blessed with all the local
support and enthusiasm to
get projects for the protection
of lakes in Dickinson County
completed. I look forward to
continued work with you in
this new position. "

The Urban Conservationist
position was one of four cre-
ated by lowa Secretary of

Agriculture Bill Northey last
summer to start to meet the
soil and water concerns of the
urban areas of lowa. The posi-
tion is funded through Iowa
Department of Agriculture
and Land Stewardship
and will be located in the
Dickinson County USDA
Service Center. This Urban
Conservationist position is
to work in Dickinson County
70 percent of the time with
30 percent dedicated to work
with communities outside of
Dickinson County
Within Dickinson County,
Anderson will continue the
urban conservation work by
assisting landowners with
site design and working with
local communities on drain-
age issues and ordinance
changes. The work outside
of the county will be similar
with focus on cities and coun
ties close to Dickinson such
as Clay, Emmet, Palo Alto,
Buena Vista and Osceola,
but may include counties as
well. Any community want

1 the general
nfidence, Clean
dinator Steve
courages the
a watchful eye
ge site.

of Estherville

l’!ams Renewable Energy’s
history in terms of environ-
mental impact.

“Not all ethano] plants have
a good track record, but most
of them so,” he said. “From
what I've seen they've got a

ing assistance with Urban
Conservation work can con-
tact Anderson at (712) 336-3782
ext. 3

As for the Dickinson County

Clean Water Alliance, the
Dickinson County Soil and
Water Conservation District
will be taking application to
fill this position. The Clean
Water Alliance Coordinator is
responsible for coordination,
communication and educa-
tion of water quality activi
ties in the lake watersheds of
Dickinson County. This posi
tionalsoadministersthe funds
for the Dickinson County
Water Quality Commission
along with other duties.

“I am grateful for all the peo-
ple who are the Clean Water
Alliance and have made this
position such a success,” said
Anderson. “Many communi-
ties look to Dickinson County
for what can be done for envi-
ronmental protection and the
Clean Water Alliance is one
entity in which people look at
as a successful model."”

watch what's

*said. “It's far  to others.”

pretty good record compared

L]
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On Oct. 22, 2007 the
Dickinson County Water
Quality Commission met to
1approve projects for the 2009
iscal year. The Water Quality
' Commission is a group cre-
ited by a 28-E agreement to
‘und project that will protect
he water quality of Dickinson
Zounty Lakes. The Water
‘Quality Commission can
ipprove up to $200,000 annu-
illy for projects. This year
hey received six applications
‘equesting a total of $260,000.
The 18 Commissioners rank
he projects and then those
-‘ankings are complied to
zive an over all ranking. The
~ommission’s meeting last
Vlonday discussed the proj-
| *cts, the ranking process and
{ 1pproved to fund the projects
| 1s ranked until they met their
: yudget.

The first project funded was

Water Quality

and Drainage Reconstruction
Project. The project will pay
for the planning to design
a low impact drainage plan
for East Okoboji Beach Area.
The East Okoboji Beach area
is proposed to have new hard
surface streets in the next few
years. These impervious sur-
faces would create more water
runoff and pollutants going
into East Okoboji Lake. This
project will design the drain-
age to minimize the water
quality impacts when the
new streets and drainage is
installed.

The second project funded
was for the Implementation
of the Iowa Great Lakes
Watershed Assessment. The
assessment that has been on
going in the lowa Great Lakes
over the last two years will
be completed in April of 2008.
This assessment is to give a
working plan to address the

Et

‘he East Okoboji Beach Road
]
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water quality concerns for
the Towa Great Lakes area.
After the plan is completed
the Dickinson County SWCD
and others will be applying for
state and federal grants that
require local matching funds
This money will be used to
do urban work according to
the assessment and the Water
Quality Commission funds
will be used to bring in state
and federal funds to protect the
Iowa Great Lakes Watershed.

The third project was the
Iowa Great Lakes Watershed
Protection Project. This is
match money for the lowa
DNR to use with state and
federal grants to protect pri-
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findings,

Even

Water
Anderson

ETHANOL;:

continued from page 1A

extensive
g -process [before it is dis-
charged.]"

According to Archer, stud-
les have been conducted by
the DNR indicating minimal
Impact on the river by water
discharge,
sets ethanol and other plant
requirements based on

A one million gallon man-
mzfde equalization pond is
being constructed onsite to
allow the water to coo] to 60-75
degrees before 1ts release,
allowmg the facility to ;
ate in a continuous fashion.

“The only effect the dis-
_charge will have on the river
Isatand around the discharge
er will stay open
and not freeze over” Archer
assured. “There’s no contami-
nants added to the water... It']]
.b? clean to the point where ball
it's nearly potable. "
with
manager’s confidence, Clean
Coordinator
encourages
public to kee y
on the discharge site

“The people of Estherville
Just need to watch what's
happenmg." he said. “It's far

point the riv,

P a watchful eye

Commission approves Propos

ority wetland areas within
the watersheds of Dickinson
County Lakes

Annually the commis-
sion sets aside money for the
administration of the grant
program for the Dickinson
County Clean Water Alliance
The Alliance works to coordi-
nate, education and commu
nicate water quality activities
within Dickinson Counties
Lake watersheds, The Clean
Water Alliance Coordinator
administers the funds for the
Water Quality Commission.

The Water Quality
Commission has one grant
process annually. The next
round of grants will be avail-

clean-

The DNR then

its

toring

oper-

the general

Steve
the

to others.”

-} e——

able in the late summer of
2008

This year match was for ever
dollar approved locally $13.5
dollars were matched. Over the
last 8 years the Water Quality

ed_proje

(

ity issues,,

Anderson
Plains Renewable Energy’s
history in terms of envnrf)n
mental impact.

“Not all ethanol plants have
a good track record, but most
of them so,” he said. “From
what I've seen they've got a
pretty good record compared

Caution

enough away that if some-
thing happened it might be
hard to identify an issue.”

Anderson toured the etha-
nol plant with representatives
and doesn’t believe there will
hg any issues with the water
discharge,

“Water will be tested at
the end of the
it begins flowing,” he said.
“There will be a water moni-
station
testing once a week "

As long as water levels
Témain constant, Anderson
believes there won't be any
Issues. A drought, however:
could change things 4

“I'm not sure what would
happen in the event of a

pipe the day

onsite with

drought,” he said, “There
could be fish kills of qual-
i We're basically
tryn}g to look into a crystal

noted Green




Agriculture Bill Northey
recently introduced five

new lowa Department
of we and Land
employees
conservation
|| atan event at the lowa Capitol.
The new field staff are based in
Polk, Pottawattamie, Johnson
and Dickinson Counties.
Northey also recognized the
o Dickinson County Soil and
|| Water Conservation District
- || for receiving the Urban,
- [ Community and Coastal
| Resources Excellence Award

Stewardship
focused on urban

not protecting water quality,”
Northey said. “New technolo-
gies and strategies allow us to
do both. These new employ-
ees will help communities
install new systems and retro-
fit existing infrastructure in a
way that will move the water
off our streets while keeping
soil and pollutants out of our
waterways.”

The urban conservationists
will provide information and

h ] assi: onsoiland

nounces new s
on urban conservation

expertise to communities
across the state. And, should
any new funds become avail-
able, additional staff could be
hired to focus on additional
communities.

“Our goal is to have urban
and rural areas working
together to protect our soil
and improve water quality in
the state," Northey said. “The
Department has years of expe-
rience working with farmers
and believe this is just the

water conservation methods in
towns and cities to land devel-

“Unfortunately, in the past
‘management of storm water
in our urban areas have only

S o008
- New part-

| from the National A iation opment p Is, city offi-
'| ConservationDistrictsfortheir cials, government agencies
urban conservation work. and private landowners.

While located in rapidly
developing communities, the
conservationists will provide

4

of efforts to assist
urban areas.”

Steve Anderson is the Urban
Conservationist for Dickinson
County in Northwest Iowa.
Anderson has extensive pro-
fessional and volunteer expe-
rience working in the Iowa
Great Lakes area to protect

e

, EPA reléaééé re\}ised b

02-0% O

“low-impact development” in
the area.

Most recently he was the
coordinator of the Dickinson
County Clean Water Alliance.
In this position he worked with
over 40 conservation groups
in Towa and Minnesota to pro-
tect water quality He gradu-
ated from South Dakota State
University with a degree in
environmental science.

Other urban conservation-
ists include Amy Bouska,
Wayne Petersen, Richard
Maaske and Jennifer Welch.

“These new staff members
bring to the Department years
of urban conservation expe-
rience and a deep passion to
protecting water quality in the
state,” Northey said.
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nership to
advance

. water quali-

ty in north-
west JTowa

A new partnership tomonitor

| water quality in lTowa’s Great
| Lakes region will increase envi- |
ronmental testing and expand
onsite educational opportu- -

nities at the lowa Lakeside

| Laboratory Regent Resource

Center in Milford.
One of the nation’s first bio-

Laboratory is a 147-acre cam-
on the west shore of West
ji Lake that offers year-

{ logical field stations, Lakeside
Wy

~ round research and education-"

facilities. A new partnership

EPA has approved new and
revised Towa water quality
standards, designating more
than 14,000 additional miles
of lIowa waters for recre-

x ational and aquatic life uses.

| The approved provisions are
now effective for implemen-
tation under the Clean Water

ct.
EPA Region7Administrator
| John B. Askew said, “EPA
appreciates lTowa's commit-
ment to protecting its waters
| by establishing water quality
| standards that significantly
| increase the environmental
protections afforded waters
in the state.”
The lowa Department of
Natural Resources submitted
new and revised lowa surface
| water quality standards to

¥ EPA for review and approval
al programs with residential %y in 2006 and late last year, as

between the University of lowa, |

the Iowa Departmentof Natural
and the Uni
Hygienic Laboratory (UHL) will |
expand the use of the Lakeside
Laboratory facilities for water
quality analysis and monitor-

ing.

Testing will be conducted in |
the Richard V. Bovbjerg Water
Chemistry Laboratory in the
Waitt Building, developed
through funding from Friends
of Lakeside Lab. Since its con- |

. struction in 1998, the Waitt
| Building has hosted research-

ers who have conducted water
testing and analysis on the
Lakeside Laboratory campus
and at lowa State University.
The facility provides students
and learners of all ages witha
teaching lab, a classroom and
office space.

Peter van der Linden is the
executive director of the lowa
Lakeside Laboratory. Lee Friell
of the Hygienic Laboratory is

the project manager for thenew

water analysis partnership. The
UHL will provide administra-
tive support for the endeavor
and laboratory staff stationed
on the campus to facilitate year-
round educational programs
and testing.
Beginning July 1, an expand-
ed menu of tests will be per-
formed on the campus with
analytical results available in a
timely manner for samples col-
lected from northwestern lowa.
“History is coming full circle
with the University of lowa
Hygienic Laboratory renewing
its commitment to Lakeside
Laboratory and to the lowa
Great Lakes communities,”
said UHL Director Christopher
Atchison. “This new partner-
ship to provide comprehensive
water quality testing for north-
western lowa underscores our
common mission to preserve
the quality of Towa's water.”
The Lakeside Laboratory

| was founded in 1909 by Thomas

Macbride, a former president
and professor at the UL When
the laboratory was built 99
years ago, it was the only field
station on the North American
prairie. In 1936, the unique
facility became a state institu-
tion. Today, the lowa Lakeside
Laboratory Regent Resource
Center isoperated cooperatively
by the Ul, Iowa State University
and the University of Northern
lowa through the Board of
Regents, State of Towa.

~ water quality standards

required by the Clean Water |
Act. These standards include
an update of the state’s water

quality criteria to be consis-

tent with the latest science.

These newly-adopted stan-
dards will protect waters for
their appropriate aquatic life
and recreational uses. The
standards are based on the
presumption that waters
should be protected for aguat-
ic life and recreational uses,
unless stream assessments
show that another level of
protection is warranted.

EPA’s Feb. 11, 2008, deci-
sion letter provides a more
detailed description of EPA’s
review and the basis for this
action. To view it, go to this
release at www.epa.gov/
region7 and click on the link
called decision letter in the
last paragraph.
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“The DNR wants to downgrade [classifica-

| Foundation
offers scholarships
| The Dickinson SWCD

4

| Foundation announces the
| availability of two$500scholar-
ships that will be presented to
Dickinson County Graduating
High School Seniors. These
scholarships are to be used
for the first year of education
on the college or vocational
school level.

The District Scholarship,
in the amount of $500, is
offered for any field of agri-
culture or natural sciences
studies and in addition, the
winning application will be

* forwarded to compete in the
Conservation Districts of

Scholarships. CDI funds 6
regional awards of $200 each
and state level awards in the
amount of $1,500, $1,000, and
$800. The applicant needs to
submit two (2) typed copies of
their application and must use
the 2008 application form.

The Jo Groves Memorial
Scholarship, in the amount
of $500, is not limited in the
course of study. The applicant
needs to submit two (2) typed
copies of their application and
must use the Jo Groves appli-
cation form.

High school seniors must
submit their applications to
the Dickinson Soil & Water
Conservation District no later
than Monday, Feb. 25, 2008.

lowa‘s(CDl-)’Auxlllarymznnlial Hothscholars ips

will be
judged on leadership, scholas-
tic achievement and need.
Applications can be
obtained from the High
School Counselors at Harris-
Lake Park, Okoboji, Spirit
Lake, or Terril/Graettinger
High Schools, or by contacting
the Dickinson Soil & Water
Conservation District at the
USDA Service Center in Spirit
Lake at 2412 17th Street, or by
ing (71 782, ext. 3.
calie 0 S5
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BY ANITRA WOLF
MANAGING EDITOR

Dickinson County’s Soil and
Water Conservation District
(SWCD)isalreadyknownstate-
wide as a leader in innovative
strategies and conservation
efforts. Last week, the district
rose to national recognition
as the National Association of
Conservation Districts award-
ed the county’s SWCD the 2007
Excellence Award for Urban
Conservation.

“The National Association
of Conservation Districts rep-
resents 3,000 soil and water
conservation districts nation-
wide," said Steve Anderson,
urban conservationist for
Dickinson County and sur
rounding areas. “They give
outan award in eight different
categories. We were chosen
outof 3,000 potential districts,
and we beat out potential can-
didates from New York, San
Diego, Denver and other big
metro areas. Here we are this
little community of 16,000 that
was considered the best work
for 2007 in urban conserva-
tion work

The Dickinson Count
SWCD accepted the award at
the National Association of
Conservation Districts' con-
ference Feb. 10-13 in Reno,
Nev

“The award ceremony was
Feb. 12," said Anderson. “We
accepted the award at one of
the meetings of the board in
Reno and gave a 1520 minute

kinson
recelives ne
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If it
' bleeds...
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BY ANITRA WOLF
MANAGING EDITOR

I come from a smai town. |
still live in a small town. I guess
you could say I have some “small
town” ethics. While jt means I may
n_ever fitin at a metro newspaper,
I'm darn proud of these values.

In any journalism education,

you'll run into the phrase “If it
bleeds, It leads,” meaning that
deathsandaccidents aremost often
phe biggest stories of the week
In any given community. Death,
tragedy, anguish, pain, Those are
the things most commonly found
Representative: above the fold on the front pages
accepted an aw °f any metro newspaper.
Pictured from I Here in Dickinson County, we
County SWCD  are not sheltered from our share
Districts Treasu of tragedy. It is our job as Jjournal-
County SWCD C ISts to report these things to you.
mer Dickinson ( e feel we are accomplishing this
Award for Urbay While ho!ding strong to our small
district. Dickins {2Wn ethics.

At the Jowa Newspaper
presentation on { Association’s convention this
we've done here Month, we watched a slide show
County,” of the winners of the photography

Both the pres contest. I can't tell you how many
the original nom coffins, stretchers anq tears we
compiled by Wa saw repeatedly being given top
urban conservat Photo honors, Don't get me wrong
coordinator, hig They are wonderful, wonderfu]
efforts of the S crisp clear moving photos. But I

ran't }\n,v\ hut wanday if samp of

and Orville Berg,

The Dickinson County Soil and Water Consery.
J Conservation by the National Association of C
water conservation districts across the Unite
| was chosen for its work with the urban community. The SWCD held semin.
Farm Bureau Non-Point Source grant, fi
| tect water quality. The Dickinson Coun
| national conference. Pictured are Steve A
sioner; John Redding, NACD president; Bill Northey,

o it b
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ation District was awarded the 2007 Excellence Award for Urban
onservation Districts (NACD). NACD represents the 3,000 soil and

d States. Out os those 3,000 possible districts, Dickinson County

ars that were in part sponsored by a
sted with ordinance changes to pro-
Nev., in February 2008 at the NACD
nderson, Dickinson County SWCD staff; Scott Mitchell, SWCD commis-
lowa secretary of agriculture (former swcp commissioner);

ve demonstration Projects and assi
ty SWCD received the award in Reno,
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Steve Anderson, Urban Conservationist for Dicki
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N
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Dickinson County SWCD.

The lowa Department of

SWCD commissioner, Scott Mitchell Dickinson SWCD ¢ A 5 0
er, Bob Waters and Cathy Graves with the lowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship are sho@ :‘!unfng
p(‘esentatiun of the SWCD grant check. Picture and cutline courtesy of Steve Anderson, urban conservationist for

, Howard Joh

Ag- for $10,000 to do a watershed

Vance Hjelm State Soil Conservation committee, Mark Ingwersen Dickiqson
. Osceola SWCD commission-

Counties receive grant for watershed assessment

2007 and is to be finished in

riculture and Land Stewardship assessment of Silver Lake near the spring of 2008. Once the

(former SswcD commissioner). (Picture and cutline courtesy of
nson County SWCD.)
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Dickinson SWCD honored 957 %~
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The Dickinson County Soil and Water Conservation District was awarded the 2007 Excellence Award for Ur-
ban Conservation by the National Association of Conservation Districts. The Dickinson County §WCD received
the award in Reno, Nev., in February 2008 at the NACD national conference. Following the trip to RerTo. the
Dickinson County SWCD was recognized at the state Capitol on the Floor of the House ovae.presen(anv‘es A
resolution was submitted by Rep. Mike May to recognize the Dickinson County SWCD for winning this national
award. Pictured are Chris Hoffman, SWCD commissioner; Mark Ingwersen, SWCD commissioner; Steve Ander-
son, Dickinson County SWCD staff; and Rep. Mike May. (Picture and cutline courtesy of Steve Anderson, Urban
OUNTY
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Conservationist for Dickinson County SWCD.) sHo10 cousTesy of ic



The Dickinson Couply
Soil and Water Conservation
District and the Dick!nson
Clean Water All}ancu
announce the recent hiring o_f
John H. Wills as the new alli-
ance coordinator. )

Wills is a long time resi-

| dent of northwest Iowa and
was previously a Clean Wagex‘
Alliance Coordinator. Wills
| will be working in the posi
tion which was vacated Stqven
Anderson, who has moved into
ia new lowa Department 91
AgricultumLandSlewardshlp.
| Division of Soil Conservation
|(IDALS, DSC) funded posi-
tion. The position Andqrson
has moved into is a mgmnql
grban Conservationist posi-

[}

tion and will be found in the
Lakes Region but has respon-
sibilities outside Dickinson
County as well. )

Wwills left the Alliance In
November 1999 to pursue an
opportunity with the Loess
Hills Alliance in Western
Jowa. After Sept. 11, 2001 Wlus
joined the Army to serve his
country in the war on terror-
ism. He served in that capac-
ity for over 5 years and was
able to visit many parts of the
world. In December of 2006
Wills found himself out of the
military and located in Rock
Rapids teaching high school
Biology at a home school acad-
emy.

Wills is happy he had the

" Clean water alliance
~ hires new coordinator

opportunity to come back to
Dickinson County and work
on a job that he loves. _He
is excited about the position
and has already begun work.
Wills started working in the
Dickinson Soil and Water
Conservation District office,
in Spirit Lake, on Marct_x 10.
The Project Coordmatqr
position is a position which is
paid for through grants_from
IDALS, DSC, the Dickinson
SWCD, and the Dickinson
County Water  Quality
Commission. The Project
Coordinator works with all the
partners and interested par-
ties to improve the water qual-
ity of the lowa Great Lakes.

’
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" Partners

Duo’s watchwords are water,

By Greg Drees

Journal oo

PIRIT LAKE, lowa —In a
land where natural resources

ndent

Safeguarding these wonders of na-
ture where they are preeminent —
in the lowa Great Lakes and sur-
rounding areas — is their calling.
Steve Anderson and John Wills — urban con-

| servationist and Clean Water Alliance (CWA) co-

ordinator, respectively -
land of plenty

Both men work out of the Dickinson County
Soil and Water Conservation (SWCD) office in
Spirit Lake and although they often find conser-
vation and ecological issues of common concern,
there are distinctions in their roles

Anderson, who was hired in January under an
initiative embarked upon by Towa Agriculture
Secretary Bill Northey, became one of four re-
gional urban conservationists in the state

After beginning his conservation career as a
naturalist intern for the Dickinson County Con-
servation Board, Anderson accepted the role as
Clean Water Alliance coordinator for the county
He flourished in the job, taking the statewide
lead in incorporating Low Impact Development
(LID) techniques — such as managing storm
water runoff with wetlands, bio-swales and rain
gardens — into Lakes landscapes, often through
dogged determination and sometimes by refash-
ioning city ordinances

Anderson’s reputation served him well as he
was selected to head one of the urban conserva
tion field offices in Spirit Lake, the only rural
site selected in the new program. The other three
are based out of the large metro areas of Des
Moines, Council Bluffs and Waterloo. The posi-
tions are funded through the lowa Department of
Ag and Land Stewardship (IDALS), Division of
Soil Conservation (DSC), and enhanced with Re-
soprce Enhancement and Protection (REAP)
money

are protectionists in a

Although there are no defined boundaries in
the initiative, Anderson expects to work putting
conservation practices on Lakes area landscapes
and perhaps as far-reaching as the northwest
quadrant of the state

Hopefully, the program will succeed and we
will be able to add more urban conservationists
around the state,” Anderson said

Wills, a northwest lowa native who worked in
conservation roles throughout the "90s includ-
ing as CWA coordinator was hired in March
to fill Anderson’s vacancy. It is a role that has
truly brought Wills full circle

are royalty, they are enhancers.

-y
* - s |

g0 508

in preservation

conservation

Urban conservationist Steve Anderson, left, and Clean Water Alliance coordinator John Wills often work
together in the lowa Great Lakes region on water quality and conservation issues. (Photo by Greg Drees)

After working with the Loess Hills Alliance in
western Towa, he joined the Army shortly after
Sept. 11, 2001, to serve his country in the war on
terrorism, a stint that lasted more than five years
in different sites around the globe

After returning home and teaching high school
biology at a home school academy in Rock
Rapids, Wills learned of the CWA opportunity
and won the job over several other applicants.

“I couldn’t believe my good fortune,” Wills
said, “to return to the Towa Great Lakes and work
on issues I'm passionate about.”

The CWA coordinator’s position is funded
through grants from IDALS, the Dickinson
SWCD and the Dickinson County Water Quality
Commission. Wills works with the dozens of fed-
eral, state and local partners in the CWA — in-
cluding agencies, organizations and individuals

1o improve water quality in the lowa Great
Lakes

“I will also seek non-traditional water partners,
like developers,” Wills said. “*We want to work
with everyone

Wills® Iraq experience heightened his apprecia-
ton of water

‘Water is one of the most important resources
we have,” Wills said. “It is used as a weapon in
Iraq, and I foresee wars being fought over water
in the Middle East.’

Wills beseeches others to appreciate water. “We
are fortunate here in northwest lowa, and we must
be responsible in our use of water,” he said. “One

of my messages is that we stop taking for granted
the natural resources we have and use them re-
sponsibly.”

Wills and Anderson, whose paths meet almost
daily because of the close proximity of their of-
fice spaces, often find themselves involved in
common issues

“It,s only natural that people seek us both out
when dealing with water quality and conservation
issues,” Anderson said

Both men expect to be consulted on such issues
as LID implementation, erosion and sediment
control, environmental outreach opportunities and
other related challenges

Water and natural resources are also influential
in both men's lives outside of work. Each grew
up in nature and outdoor experiences. Their
shared passions of hunting, fishing, bird watch-
ing, swimming and beyond are rooted in water

*My best childhood memories are connected
with water resources, like a creek near Estherville
where we would sneak away and catch frogs and
fish,” Anderson said. He now shares such experi-
ences with his wife, Sara, and their 9-month-old
son, Will

“I immerse myself in water-related activities
and challenges.” said Wills, who takes along his
12-year old daughter, Mariah, on many occasions
“We,re leaving a legacy for future generations.”

Reconnecting people to land and water re
sources 1s in their blood. For Anderson and Wills,
it is a labor of love

»
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lowa Great Lakes honored for water quallty

BY ANITRA WOLF
MANAGING EDITOR

Several Lakes area indi-
viduals, businesses and
municipalities were recent-
ly bonored at the 2008 Iowa
Stormwater Conference. The
event was held in February in
Coralville.

“Dickinson County received
four out of seven awards at
the conference,” said Pat
Sauer, environmental scien-
tist with the Iowa Association
of Municipal Utilities. “The
area kind of cleaned up on
these awards."

Each year, the awards are
given to recognize the efforts
taken throughout the state to
improve stormwater quality.

“We wanted to on an annu-
al basis recognizing cities,
groups, and individuals that
are involved with practices to
improve stormwater quality”
said Sauer. “I'm just really
proud of the efforts that are
going on statewide to educate,
the leadership being shown
and people willing to incorpo-
rate change to improve local
water quality.”

In Dickinson County, four
awards were given for storm-
water efforts,

BRAD BECK, BECK
ENGINEERING, INC.

Brad owns his own firm

PHIO BY ANITRA WOLF « DCN STAFF
Members of the Lakes area communlty woro honond

in February at the 2008 lowa Stor

in Coralville. Pictured (front from left) Bnd Beck, Pat
Sauer, Dennis Daly, (back) Jeff Rose, Barb Mendenhall,
Blain Andera and Steve Anderson.

and has done engineering
for Okoboji for five years. He
attended a series of low impact
development (LID) workshops
in that area and understands
the issues of water quality
in the Great Lakes area and
statewide.

“My award was for design .

of a street project in Okoboji,”
said Beck. “We tried to put
practices into place that cap-
ture the first inch and a half
of rainfall - which makes up

over 90 percent of the rain per
year in Jowa."”

Beck designed an aggressive
drainage project for the City
of Okoboji's Lakeshore Drive.
As part of this project, new
streets, curb, gutter and more
than 12 new bio retention cells
were put in at strategic loca-
tions to treat storm water.

“Bioretention cells cool,
filter and treat the stormwa-
ter before it enters the storm
sewer and eventually goes into

West Okoboji,"” said Beck.
Beck believes that the proj-
ect was the first city street
project in the are to imple-
ment low impact development
practices. He continually dem-
onstrates to the city on any
design that water quality is
highest on his priority list.

JEFF ROSE, JACOBSON-
WESTERGARD
& ASSOCIATES, INC.

Jeff designed rain gardens
at Arnolds Park Ball Field,
Truse Rain Garden and two
condominium projects. He
is knowledgeable on all new
LID practices and has been
enthusiastic on every project
he undertakes.

On behalf of the City of
Arnolds Park, he is involved
with the LID features on the
Bridges Bay Resort complex,
Okoboji Island and spy Glass
Condominiums, Jeff is very
dedicated and conscientious
on all of his projects and this
shows through until each proj-
ect is completed.

BARB MENDENHALL,
OKOBOJI PLANNING
AND ZONING BOARD

Barb has been the local
impetus for implementing
improved storm water qual-
ity practices in the City

of Okoboji.

“Basically I led the charge
with the City of Okoboji to add
LID principles to the zoning
ordinances,” said Barb. “We
are looking at stormwater as
aresource rather than a waste
product... Water is our most
important limited resource.”

With her leadership, the
city adopted LID ordinances
that would address new con-
struction and preexisting con-
struction in the Iowa Great
Lakes area. She led the effort
for reevaluating the entire
city ordinance to include LID
practices. Barb's tasks must
have at times seemed impos-
sible but she enlisted a num-
ber of key allies and persisted
through long hours and many
discussions to create a great
environmental benchmark for
this area's water quality With
the new ordinances in place
the city’s street project used
LID practices in a major proj-
ect completed last summer.

Barb has been a leader in the
OkobojiProtective Association
for many years and received
the Ace Cory Conservation
Award in 2007. She also gives
her times and talents to the
Friends of Lakeside Lab.
Because of Barb’s volunteer-
ing as a humble but persistent
leader, we are the recipients
of the latest techniques at
improving water quality in
the City of Okoboji.

"Dickinson Co. Water ‘Quality Com

‘ a('(‘epts grant apph allons

Commission is a group whose

fuq 26 =%

i

$3 in federal, state

- A

llllS s1on

and pn

ing grant applicauons for 1its
water quality
neriod untl Oct. 1, 2008, The

avatlable at

i.]\!whv,.uluna are
http:/ /cleanw ateralliance.net
blog/ under the Water Quality
In addi
groups can con

Commission Category
tion, interested
tact the Dickinson SWCD at
| 2412 17th Street, Spint Lake,
| )A and talk to John Wills,
! Dickinson County Clean Water
| Alliance Coordinator for infor

|
The Dickinson County Water
Quality Commission 1S accept
annual grant

mation about the grants.

{
The Application timeline is

1s follows: Aug. 1 — Request tor

Applicauons (REA) begins, Aug

26 — Water Quality Commission

Help Session, Sept 18 — Water
Quality Commission Help
Session, and Oct. 1 — Grant

Applications due to Dickinson
SWCD by 4:30 p.m
To date,

dollars have

$840,000
granted

nearly
been
to groups and  agencies In
Dickinson County with a total
of 40 projects being funded
to protect local water bodies
That money has been matched

by over 17 million dollars. The

Dickinson County Water Quality

goal is to protect the water bod
ies in Dickinson County

The Water Quality
Commission (WQC) was estab
lished in 2001 to provide a
steady funding source using
local money as a match to state
and federal revenues for water
for lakes In

quality projects
Dickinson County. This one
of-a-kind organization in the

state is comprised of 18 com
missioners who represent the
county and its 10 municipalities
The Water Quality Commission

hopes to bring a minimum Ot

vate matching funds to every
§1 administered by the WQC
and provide an ou tlet for indi
viduals and organizations in the
Dickinson County communitics
that are looking for moncy to

improve water quality

» For more information about
the Water Quality Grants or

about the Dickinson County
Water Quality Commission go
to  htp://cleanwateralliance
net \\.ulu\‘mhn html or con-
tact John Wills at (712 336-
\”)\j
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projects

CITY OF OKOBOJI

The City of Okoboji was the
first community in Jowa to
voluntarily adopt LID practic-
es into their new zoning ordi-
nances and have implement-
ed them on the first major
street upgrade project. City
administrators, planning and
zoning board, council mem-
bers educated themselves on
LID concepts during a series
of educational seminars in
the Great Lakes area several
years ago. The city adopted
LID ordinances that address
new construction as well as
existing reconstruction.

“Major cities across the
state have used our ordinanc-
es as a model for LID princi-
ples,” said City Administrator
Dennis Daly.

Upon making these concepts
code the embarked on a major
street renovation project. The
Okoboji PCC Paving/LID/
Lakeshore Drive Drainage
Project was completed this fall.
Homeowners were educated
on the project. As a result of
their leadership, other com-
munities in Dickinson County
are looking into and adopting
LDI ordinances on a volun-
tary basis.

The City of Spirit Lake and
Steve Anderson were also
nominated for honors this
year.
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The goal of the outdoor class-
room is 1o provide 2 unique learn-
ing experience and an increased
understanding of the environ-

ment.
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Each year, sixth graders from throughout Dickinson Mm triong “"'*ﬂ
room event at Kettleson-Hogsback to learn about various subjects.

ey
United States Department of Agriculture
NRCS Natural Resources
A\ Conservation Service

National Bulletin:

Subject: EOP - American Indian/Alaska Native Heritage Month

Purpose. To Distribute the Poster Commemorating American Indian Heritage Month.

Expiration Date. September 30, 2008

Background. American Indian Heritage Month is observed from N ber 1 through No ber 30,
2007. . The 2007 poster is entitled, "We are One Family Dedicated to Protecting Mother Earth.” The
artist captures the image of a Care Taker who represents American Indians and all populations as the
stewards of the land. The message is clear; we are all Care Takers who are in charge of protecting and
preserving the gifts of Mother Earth; water, air, wildlife, and land. The artist is LaDon Smith, a member
of the Choctaw Nation, Boswell, Oklahoma.

American Indian Heritage Month is celebrated to recognize the intertribal cultures and to educate the
public about the heritage, history, art, and traditions of American Indians and Alaska Natives. American
Indian Heritage Month enhances our efforts to honor tribal sovereignty by working on a government-to-
government basis with American Indians and Alaska Natives. We honor the rights of Indian tribes and

work to protect and enhance tribal resources.

There will be many activities across the country recognizing the contributions of American Indians and
Alaska Natives during the Heritage Month.

Please join me in supporting those activities taking place around the Nation in commemoration of
American Indian Heritage Month.

Contact. If you would like further information, please contact your State American Indian/Alaska Native
Emphasis Program Manager or Mr. Gerald Rouse, National American Indian/Alaska Native Emphasis
Program Manager, at (509) 323-2974.

ARLEN L. LANCASTER
Chief

DIST: E

Helping People Help the Land
An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer



Dickinson SWCD Foundation

offers scholarships z-2#-2¢

The Dickinson Soil and Water Conscrvation
District Foundation announces the availability
of two $500 scholarships that will be presented
to Dickinson County Graduating High School
Seniors, These scholarships are to be used for
the first year of educatior
vocatonal school level

The District Scholarship, in the amount of
$500, is offered for any
natural sciences studies and in addition, the
winning application will be forwarded to com
pete in the Conservation Districts of lowa’s
(CDI) Auxiliary Annual Scholarships. CDI
funds 6 regional awards of $300 each and state
level awards in the amount of $1,800, $1,200
and $1,000. The applicant nceds to submit two
(2) typed copies of their application and must

1 on the college or

field of agriculture or

The Jo Groves Memonal Scholarship, in the
amount of $500, is not limited in the course
of study. The applicant needs to submit two
(2) typed copies of their application and must
use the Jo Groves application form.

High school seniors must submit
applications to the Dickinson Soil & Water
Conservation District no later than March
3, 2009. Both scholarships will be judged on
leadership and scholastic achicvement

Applications obtained from the
high school counselors at Harris-Lake Park,
Okoboji, Spirit Lake or Terril/Graettinger
High Schools, or by contacting the Dickinson
Soil & Water Conservaton District at the
USDA Service Center in Spirit Lake at 2412

their

can be

use the 2009 application form.

17th Street, or by calling (712) 336-3782, ext
3

()k()l)o]l Foundation grants funds {0,
/- 290

Discovery House, SWCD foundation

$10,000
to the Dlmvory House to assist in renovating the
exterior of the Hill Avenue facility in Spirit Lake.
The Okoboji Foundation focuses on grants that fund
culture, education, environment, history, life-saving
and recreation. Pictured from left: Discovery House

PHOTOS BY ANITRA WOLF - DCN STAFF
The Okoboji Foundation has granted $1,600 to the
Dickinson Soil and Water Conservation Foundation
to purchase storm water monitoring equipment for
study of impacts on lakes, rivers and streams in

Pastor and counselor Rick Dee, y House

Ann th and Steve An;hnon, Urban

Dluetor Julie Scheib and

th. Di: y House
nﬂdenu to keep the fnclllty in mind for holiday yv-
ing and year-end donations.

—_—
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| Wetland

|

Reserve
Program offers

[financial,

environmental
benefits

BY CAROLINE RUSK
DCN STAFF

As part of a community

| effort to improve the water

quality of Silver Lake, a meet-
ing was held Wednesday, Jan.
28 in Lake Park encouraging

It options
1ent is an agreement

store or enhance the
nd functions and val-

rural landowners to apply for
a program to turn their farm-
land into wedands.

“In the last several decades
there’s been a severe decline
in the water quality of Silver

vithout placing an ease-
t on the enrolled acres.

USDA pays up to 75
cent of the restoration
ts.

some eligibility rules apply

Lake,” said Ryan Ransom, 4
Silver Lake Watershes the WRP. Applicants
it tord =Silver] Takd | Lehnove owaKEHand

r at least seven years, wet-
inds converted after Dec.
3, 1985 are

needs everybody’s help.”

After being placed
the lowa Department of
Natural Resource’s Impaired
Waterways list, local suppor
to improve the water qualit

on
not eligible,

\d land must have condi
ns to make restoration

sibly to be considered

hose interested in the
| of the lake has been steadil 5 oo e
¢ encouraged to con-
| climbing. Discussions hav the Dickin |('\ ( r‘u
ckinson County

been held the last sever

\ 1d Water Conservation
years encouraging landowsy 712) 336-2604
y 2) 26/

tat
ers along the lake to use ect

Silver Lake in Lake Park has seen declining wa
decades, and water quality groups are encour:
their acres into a program to that would turn fa

friendly practices for h“,.UJL\ —————‘——
shoreline care, and the many

groups working on the Silver
Lake Watershed Project have
also been speaking to farm-
ers and other rural landown-
ers about doing their part in
repainng the lake
“We feel wetlands are the
most important part of the
process, O (ha(s where we're
going to start)” said Ransom.
“Wetlands filter pnlluunu as
\ they head toward the lake.”
Easement
Chafa

Area

NRCS
Specialist Christine

fbe=s
|
|

WETLAND
‘ continued on page 2A




Pioneer Days
Milford hosts annual

community celebration
this weekend.

[owa CREP
program breaks
ground on local

project

BY CAROLINE RUSK
DCN STAFF

The Lakes area is about to
gain another tool in the fight
for clean water.

In a joint effort between
several major county, state and
national organizations, the
Iowa Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program
(CREP) broke ground
Monday morning on an area
being converted into a three-
acre wetland to treat 600 acres
of farmland.

“What we do here in Iowa
has a big impact on that
happens elsewhere in the
United States,” said Chuck
Gipp, Director of lowa
Department of Agriculture
Land Stewardship - Division
of Soil Conservation (IDALS-
DSC). “What we have here is
a true partnership.”

The land, located just west
of Highway 71 near the
Dickinson/Clay border, will
be known as the Peterson

| site,

Several attendees thanked

the Peterson family for their
CREP

continued on page 2A
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continued from page 1A

Wetland projects remove nitrates

PHOTO BY CAROLINE RUSK « DCN STAFF

The lowa CREP program broke ground on a future wetland just West of Highway
71 near the Dickinson/Clay border Monday morning. Pictured are Steve Wallace,
Dickinson FSA County Office Committee member; Brent Petersen, son of land-
owner; Chuck Gipp, Director of IDALS-DSC, Des Moines; Orville Berg, Dickinson
SWCD Assistant Commissioner; and Jim Thornton, O'Brien County FSA Program

Tech.

volunteer participation in the
CREP program, explaining
that there is no such thing
as “nonproductive land” and
participation such as
theirs is what makes the pro-
gram successful.

that

“Our main goal here
is nitrate filtradon,” said
Carroll Oskvig, District

“We're really
looking forward to the proj

Conservationist

ect.”

With the increase in con
cern over water quality, public
interest in the effects of agri-
culture on surface water qual-
ity has also increased.

The goal of the program is
to reduce nitrogen loads and
movement of other agricul
tural chemicals from crop-
lands to streams and rivers.
Nitrogen, which comes from
the use of fertlizer, can neg
affect human

atvely health

and contributes to nutrient

enrichment problems in sur
face waters. With technologi
cal .I(i\.ﬂ](c\ h(‘!i‘ll’ldt\ arc

less of danger

cousidered

than in the past, but are sdll
a concern.

“This is a great partnership,
and we're looking forward to
seeing the project form incep
ton to the final product,” said
Larry Lago, executive direc
tor of the Dickinson County
Farm Service Agency.

Research at
University
that
designed wetlands can remove

Towa State
has demonstrated
strategically-sited and
40-90 percent of nitrates and
percent of
cides from cropland drainage
waters.

“We approximately
35 CREP sites today (in the
state) and approximately 30

over 90 herbi-

have

in the design or construction
phase,” said Dean Lemke,
Bureau Chief with IDALS
DSC. “We need to use inte-
grated systems in the land-
scape to meet water quality
goals while allowing farmers
proper fertilizaton levels.”
Construction is set to begin
in about a month with King
Construction of Wall Lake

Following the ceremony the
small group visited a nearby
2006
known as the Welle site with a

wetland established in

nearly 17-acre pool that treats
2,700 acres of land. A variety
of wildlife was seen in the
includ-
ing a heron, two families of

wetland area alone,

ducks, red winged blackbirds,
frogs and more

The Dickinson
& Water

District, Towa Department

Soil
Conservation

of Agriculture
Division of
Conservation

Stewardship
Soil
United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) - Farm
Service Agency partnered on
the project.

I'he lIowa CREP is a state,
federal, local and private part-
nership that provides incen-
tives to landowners who vol-
untarily establish wetlands for
water quality improvement
tile-drained

Visit http

in the regions

of lowa / WwWw.
lowaAgriculture.gov for more

information

and Land |

and the |
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BY CAROLINE RUSK
DCN STAFF

Lake Park residents may be
seeing an improvement in the
water quality of Silver Lake
following the release of an
Improvement Plan outlined
by the Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) at a meeting
held last Tuesday at the com-
munity center.

An esumated 60 residents
and interested parties attended
the meeting with scheduled
speakers Ryan Ransom - Silver
Lake Watershed Coordinator,
Jeff  Berckes Program
Coordinator (DNR), Charles

> }’?

e

Ikenberry - Project Manager
(DNR) and Mike Hawkins -
DNR Fisheries Bureau.

“We're going to be a techni-
cal resource for you,” Berckes
told the crowd. “What do you
guys want out of Silver Lake?
Be a visionary and let’s go out
and create it together.”

Bodies of water that have
been placed on the state’s
impaired waterways list under-
go an analysis by members of
the DNR to determine pol-
lutants and sources as well as
a plan of action on how to
improve water quality.

According to the DNR
report, Silver Lake’s main pol-

lutant is turbidity - meaning
the water appears murky and
unclear - and has been primar-
ily caused by soil erosion, syn-
thetic fertlizer loss, livestock
manure and internal phospho-

rus loading,
“We've done the study, we've
written the plan - now it’s

gotta be followed by action,”
Ikenberry shared with the
crowd.

Silver Lake is classified as
one of lowa’s shallow lakes,
reaching just under 10 feet at its
deepest point. Because of this,
internal loading is a problem
- sediment and phosphorus
are frequently mixed into the

water from the bottom of the
lake. Factors from recreation to
wildlife contribute to the inter-
nal loading;

“Rough fish aren’t helping
things,” said Hawkins, “espe-
cially the common carp.”

Several methods to improv-
ing water quality were discussed,
including dredging the lake,
controlling rough fish, stocking
heavy predator fish, enacting
boating restrictions, managing
water levels and making water-
shed improvements.

“Dredging has some good
points but it also has some neg-
ative sides,” Hawkins explained.
“It’s costly.”

p2-25- 02

DNR shares recommendations for Silver Lake

An estimated $23 million
would be needed for Silver
Lake to average a depth of
10 feet.

Attempting to control rough
fish was explained to be a pos-
sible part of the solution, but a
small one.

“The void will be refilled
quickly” Hawkins said. “We
need other measures to control
spawning”

Recommendations  from
DNR officials primarily focused
on controlling and limiting pol-
lutants entering Silver Lake
rather than dredging or restrict-
ing recreation.

“You need to curtail these

loads of sediment coming into
the lake,” Hawkins stated.
According to the DNR Water
Quality Improvement Plan, the
estimated Total Maximum Daily
Load (TMDL) for Silver Lake
is just under 8,500 pounds per
year. The current annual load
has been estimated at nearly
20,000 pounds - a reduction of
11,500 pounds (57.5 percent)
is needed to lower levels to the
maximum amount for the lake.
* For more information on
the Water Quality Improvement
Plan for Silver Lake contact Jeff
Berckes, Program Coordinator
(DNR) at jeffberckes@dnr.
iowa.gov or call (515)281-4791.

continued from page 1A

different things,” Koonce
stated. “Some people just
need help with a résumé
and cover letters, and some
people want to make a
career change. We can help
people develop where their

interests might be - there
are programs to help with
that, t00.”

l
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| DRAINAGE: Lawsuit possible

: continued from page 1A X
|

. | area have said they feel the

pif-07-09

Urban

restriction of water helps keep
their water levels at a satis-
| factory level and protects the
| water quality of the lake.
“Lower Gar is on the
impaired waters list,” said
Mark Stark, a resident of
South Shore Estates on Lower
Gar Lake. “Lowering the level
| further is going to kill the
| lake”
Others suspect the change
in flow patterns may increase
| the presence of blue-green
algae in the eastern lakes and
| an environmental and ecologi-
cal study should be done prior
| to making such a large change

| in the flow pattern.

Milford City Administrator

Bryan Read requested to be
on the supervisors’ agenda on
Tuesday and took the floor
with a series of questions for
the board regarding the pro-
posed project, timeline and
liability.

The supervisors reported
that the proposed project is
for three new culvert boxes
with a July 2009 bid letting and
proposed completion date of
June 2010. Litde was resolved
on the issue of liability.

Read pointed out that
although the supervisors hired
an engineer for the project last
week, an agreement for the
shared junsdiction project has
yet to be reached.

“As of today, we still do not

have an agreement,” said Read,
pointing out the existing road
maintenance CONtract requires
an agreement. Read stated that
a contract violation may be
alleged if the supervisors con-
tinue to proceed with the proj-
ect without an agreement.

Talk of a lawsuit has been
circling for months as the
Milford Council has gone into
closed session several times to
discuss pending litigation on
the issue.

Earlier this week, the council
again went into closed session.
No action was taken, how-
ever the council set a special
meeting for 7 pm. tonight,
Wednesday, Feb. 25 to further
discuss the outlet issue.

Anderson
Reception

A reception will be
held for Steve Anderson,

Conservationist

with the Dickinson Soil
& Water Conservation
District, before he leaves
for his military service
on Thursday
from 3:00 to 5:30pm at
the Dickinson County
Fairgrounds Boardroom
« at 1600 -
Spirit Lake

April 9,

I5th Street,

:1 |
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Lakes
drainage
issue remains

clogged

BY ANITRA WOLF
MANAGING EDITOR

Lake drainage controver-
sy between the Milford City
Council and the Dickinson
County Supervisors concern-
ing the Lower Gar outlet con-
tinued this week at the super-
visors meeting Tuesday morn-
ing, Feb. 24.

The supervisors believe a
bottle neck exists at the Lower
Gar outlet, where a road's cul-

vert system constricts the flow
of water out of the Iowa Great

| Lakes system.

“It is a nsk to some of
the landowners in Dickinson

County of future flooding
: due to restricting the flow of
| water out of Lower Gar,” said
| Supervisor Wayne Northey. “It
| scems prudent that we move
| forward to try to alleviate that
risk.”

Residents in the Lower Gar

DRAINAGE

continued on page 2A

turbidity - meaning
t appears murky and
and has been primar-
| by soil erosion, syn-
tilizer loss, livestock
nd internal phospho-

done the study, we've
he plan - now it’s
followed by action,”

shared with the

ake is classified as
owa’s shallow lakes,
ast under 10 feet atits
sint. Because of this,
»nding is a problem
it and phosphorus
ntly mixed into the

water from the bottom of the
lake. Factors from recreation to
wildlife contribute to the inter-
nal loading

“Rough fish aren’t helping
things,” said Hawkins, “espe-
cially the common carp.”

Several methods to improy
ing water quality were discussed,
including dredging the lake,
controlling rough fish, stocking
heavy predator fish, enacting
boating restrictions, managing
water levels and making water-
shed improvements.

“Dredging has some good
points but it also has some neg-
ative sides,” Hawkins explained.
“It’s costly.”

D2 Lo O.F

nmendations for Silver Lake

An estimated $23 million
would be needed for Silver
Lake to average a depth of
10 feet.

Attempting to control rough
fish was explained to be a pos-
sible part of the solution, but a
small one.

“The void will be refilled
quickly,” Hawkins said. “We
need other measures to control
spawning,”

Recommendations  from
DNR officials primarily focused
on controlling and limiting pol-
lutants entering Silver Lake
rather than dredging or restrict-
ing recreation.

“You need to curtail these

loads of sediment coming into
the lake,” Hawkins stated.
According to the DNR Water
Quality Improvement Plan, the
estimated Total Maximum Daily
Load (TMDL) for Silver Lake
is just under 8,500 pounds per
year. The current annual load
has been estimated at nearly
20,000 pounds - a reduction of
11,500 pounds (57.5 percent)
is needed to lower levels to the
maximum amount for the lake.
* For more information on
the Water Quality Improvement
Plan for Silver Lake contact Jeff
Berckes, Program Coordinator
(DNR) at jeffberckes@dnr.
iowa.gov or call (515)281-4791.

DRAINAGE: Lawsuit possible
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area have said they feel the
restriction of water helps keep
their water levels at a satis-
factory level and protects the
water quality of the lake.

“Lower Gar is on the
impaired waters list,” said
Mark Stark, a resident of
South Shore Estates on Lower
Gar Lake. “Lowering the level
further is going to kill the
lake.”

Others suspect the change
in flow patterns may increase
the presence of blue-green

| algae in the eastern lakes and
| an environmental and ecologi-

cal study should be done prior
to making such a large change
in the flow pattern.

Milford City Administrator

Bryan Read requested to be
on the supervisors’ agenda on
Tuesday and took the floor
with a series of questions for
the board regarding the pro-
posed project, timeline and
liability.

The supervisors reported
that the proposed project is
for three new culvert boxes
with a July 2009 bid letting and
proposed completion date of
June 2010. Little was resolved
on the issue of liability.

Read pointed out that
although the supervisors hired
an engineer for the project last
week, an agreement for the
shared jurisdiction project has
yet to be reached

“As of today, we stll do not

Anderson
Reception

A reception will be
held for Steve Anderson,
Urban Conservationist
with the Dickinson Soil
& Water Conservation
District, before he leaves
for his military service
on Thursday, April 9,
from 3:00 to 5:30pm at
the Dickinson County
Fairgrounds Boardroom
at 1600
Spirit Lake

15th Street,

have an agreement,” said Read,
pointing out the existing road
maintenance contract requires
an agreement. Read stated that
a contract violation may be
alleged if the supervisors con-
tinue to proceed with the proj-
ect without an agreement.

Talk of a lawsuit has been
circling for months as the
Milford Council has gone into
closed session several times to
discuss pending litigation on
the issue.

Earlier this week, the council
again went into closed session.
No action was taken, how-
ever the council set a special
meeting for 7 p.m. tonight,
Wednesday, Feb. 25 to further
discuss the outlet issue.



Bridges

developers

penalized

BY ANITRA WOLF
MANAGING EDITOR

Ongoing stormwater dis-
charge violations have resulted
in a hefty fine for the devel-
opers of Brdges Bay Resort
on East Lake Okobaoji.

On .Monday, Dickinson
County Judge David Lester
ordered BBR, L.L.C. of Sioux
Falls, SD. to pay a $35,000
civil penalty for repeated
release of sediment into the
lake during construction ‘of
the warer park resort and con-
dominiums.

“East Okoboji is official
ly and fittingly designated a
‘high-quality water resource’
of the state,” said Arttorney
General Tom Miller. “It is
very important that develop-
ers do things right and protect
this priceless resource.”

The Brdges Bay resort com-
plex includes a hotel, water
park, and condominium hous-
ing on about 60 acres of land
on the south shore of East
Okoboji Lake. Development
continues,

The project has drawn citi-
zen concern from.its launch.
At a supervisors meeting
in March 2005, mcmbers
of several Lakes associa-
tons voiced their concerns
about the developers' lack of
a clear low impact develop-
ment PIZHL As construcuon
began, citizens observed vio-
lations and called them in to
| the Clean Water Alliance and

Iowa Department of Natural
| Resources,

Issues with the controver

BRIDGES BAY

continued on page 3A

3AY: Judge orders LID

Benton. “As a result, there was

\lr‘: runoff from the site into East
Okoboj.”
st- An environmental protection
. 3 lawsuit was filed by the Attorney
sur  General’s office in Aprl 2007
jtal  alleging that sediment was ille
on gally discharged on repeated
ant occasions  into st Okoboji
on. lake The lawsuit also alleged
ons that the developers !Zulf-.l o
yits  comply with the terms of their
ake permit for controlling storm
for water discharges, and failed t©
implement the pollution preven
that tion plan. DNR officials also
lmft  observed illegally burned con-
l‘(L‘- struction Wwastes at [hL‘ sie.
of
< Judge orders low
«  impact development
e is
< L In his order, Judge Lester per
@in-  manently prohibited any further
said  (iolations by BBR, LL.C. The
—
|
v
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The Dickinson Soiland Water Conservation
District (SWCD) announces the winner of
this year’s poster contest, as Krista Kolegraff,
a junior at Spirit Lake High School, a student
in Mr. Proctor’s art class. The contest is co-
sponsored by Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance
Company and the Conservation Districts
of lowa (CDI). Using this year’s theme of
“Dig It! The Secrets of Soil,” Krista clev-
erly created the paint for her poster using
Iron Oxide, Bentonite, Chrome OA, Iron
Chromate, Dolomite and Ball Clay.

WCD announces poster winner

Krista
Kolegraff

The Dickinson SWCD Commissioners presented Krista
a monetary award and an Earth Day T-shirt. Her poster will

now compete with other division 10-12 district winners of

Iowa Region 2, which will be judged in early in June.

D APri/ 29, 2009

BBR, L.LL.C

Impact

order also require
to adhere w a Low
Development Plan and a Storm
Water Pollution Prevention Plan
for continuing work at the resort
complex on the south shore of
East Okobojt
The judge’s
Low Impact Development Plan
for future work must include
shore

order said the

« Restoration of the

line of East Okoboji Lake with
native vegetaton

« Installation of min gardens,
bioswales, and bioretention
Arcas.

« Permenble/porous  paver
systems to allow for collection
and infiltmtion of storm water

« Soil quality restoration on all

future disturbed areas to absorb,

infiltrare and punify storm water
runoft
The state encourages low

impact development  practic

es, especially in sensiive

areas. The Storm Water
Pollution Prevention Plan
must include Towa DNR

approved erosion and sedi-
ment control measures, and
stabilization measures on all

disturbed areas

j
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TIowa Secretary of Agriculture
Bill Northey has announced that
he will be visiting Humboldt,
Pocahontas, Vista

and Dickinson Counties on
Wednesday, July 29 as part of

Buena

his effort to visit each of Towa’s
99 coundes again in 2009 to
meet with Towans and discuss

agriculture and the issues facing

mers in the state.
Northey will be

town meetings at

hosting
the Farm
Bureau offices in Humboldt,
Pocahontas and Storm Lake. He
will then wvisit the Dickinson
County Fair in Spint Lake.

“I've learned from the meet-
ings I've attended in each of the
countics over the past two years
and I'm sure this year will be no
different,” Northey said. “Its a
challenging time on and off the
farm and I'm excited to hear
from Iowans about the issues
facing agriculrure.”

Northey will be at “the
Dickinson County Fair at 5
p.m. on Wednesday, July 29.

Northey, a

corn and soy-

bean farmer from Spirit Lake,

’A‘Aﬁ“ﬂ' 18, 2_004

DCN
Wednesday, July 22, 2009

rthey to visit
son County

first term as
Agriculture.
His promties as Secretary of
Agriculture are the oppor-

is serving his tunitics in renewable energy,
conservation and stewardship,
and telling the story of lowa

agriculture,

Secretary  of

Orville Berg Receives Ace

Cory Conservation Award :

Orville Berg was recently honored by the Okoboji Protective

Association. who awarding him the Ace Cory Conservation

Award for 2009, for his
pioneering accomplish-
ments In conservauon
and the environment
and for heightening
public awareness of
those issues in the lowa
Great Lakes Region

Orville

long career of public
service inconservation
He began farming in
Dickinson County inthe
early 1970's. In 1978,
he was elected a Soil

and Water

has had a

Conserva-
tion District Commis
sioner, a position he
held through 2006. He

has served in an Assistant Commissioner capacity since that
time. Over the last 30 years he has been a leader for Dickinson
County in soil erosion control, water quality, coordinating
activities, creating partnerships, providing public education
for the environment and participated in the establishment of
new initiatives. He has served on state committees, including
the lowa Association of SWCD Commissioners and the Ag

x

Drainage Well Committee. Orville has been a leader in working

within watershed boundaries by working with Jackson County
Minnesota, which includes the northern part of the lowa Great
Lakes Watershed and the Silver Lake Watershed

Orville was instrumental in organizir

and implementing

the first 319 funds to support the lowa Great Lakes Clean Water
Project that lasted for twelve years. He was also instrumental in
the formation of the Clean Water Alliance. The CWA coordinates

water quality activities for Dickinson County Lakes

and works

with over 30 private and government organizations to keep

water quality a priority. Orville served as Chair for the group
for several years from 1989 to 2003. He also assisted with tk
formation of the Dickinson Water Quality Commission.. H
received the Watershed Achievement Award from Conservat
Districts of lowa and the lowa Agriculture and Land Stews

hip

Division of Soil Conservation in 1999
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continued from page 1A

sial development am\'cduin
the Attorney General’s office
in 2006. -

“The matter was invest-

gated by DNR Field Office 3
in Spencer and referred to our
office by the Environmental
Protection Commission on
Sept. 19 of 20006, said Assistant
Attorney General Tim Benton.
“The case concerns allegations
that BBR, LLC in developing its
property on East Okobojt ];l_ke
violated its NPDES permut for
stormwater discharges”

The permit requires Lh:lf
developers and contractors draft
and implement a pollution pre-
verition plan, with a goal of
controlling the run off at the
construction site using silt fenc-
s and other control measures.

“The basis of our case is
that on several occasions 1n

! 2006, BBR was not maintain-
ing the fences properdy” said

Benton. “As a result, there was
runoff from the site into East
Okoboj"”

An environmental protection
Jawsuit was filed by the Attorney
Genenal’s office in Aprl 2007
alleging that sediment was ille
gally discharged on repeated
occasions into East Okoboji
Lake. The lawsuit also alleged
that the developers failed to
comply with the terms of their
permit for controlling storm
water discharges, and failed to
implement the pollution preven
tion plan. DNR officials also
observed illegally burned con-
struction wastes at [h(,' Sie.

Judge orders low
impact development
In his order, Judge Lester per

manently prohibited any further
violadons by BBR, L.L.C. The

SWCD announces

I'he Dickinson Soiland Water Conservation
District (SWCD) announces the winner of
this year’s poster contest, as Krista Kolegraff,
a junior at Spirit Lake High School, a student
in Mr. Proctor’s art class. The contest is co-
sponsored by Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance
Company and the Conservaton Districts
of lowa (CDI). Using this year’s theme of
“Dig It! The Secrets of Soil,” Krista clev-
erly created the paint for her poster using
Iron Oxide, Bentonite, Chrome OA, Iron
Chromate, Dolomite and Ball Clay.

poster winner

Krista
Kolegraff

The Dickinson SWCD Commissioners presented Krista
a monetary award and an Earth Day T-shirt. Her poster will
now compete with other division 10-12 district winners of

lowa Region 2, which will be judged in carly in June.

D April 29 2009

order also réquires BBR, LI.C

to adhere to a Low Impact
Development Plan and a Storm
Water Pollution Preventon Plan
for continuing work at the resort
complex on the s¢ suth shore of
East Okoboji

The judges order iud the
Low Impact Development Plan §
for future work must include

 Restoration of the shore
line of East Okoboji Lake with |
nanve vegetauon.

« Installation of rin gardens,
bioswales, and bioretention
arcas.

s Permeable/porous paver
svstems to-allow for collection
and infiltration of Storm water

* Soil quality restoraton on all
future disturbed arcas to absorb,
infiltrate and punfy storm water
runoff.

The

impact development practics

state encourages low

es, especially in sensitive
areas The Storm Water
Pollution Prevention Plan
must include Towa DNR:
approved crosion and sedi
ment control measures, and
stabilization measures on all

disturbed areas

Bill North

Dickinso

lowa Secretary of Agniculture
Bill Northey has announced that
he will be wisiing Humboldt,
Pocahontas, Buena Vista
and Dickinson Counties on
Wednesday, July 29 as part of
his effort to visit each of lowa’s
99 counties again in 2009 to
meet with Iowans and discuss
agriculture and the issues facing
farmers in the state.

Northey will be
town meetings at the Farm
Bureau offices in Humboldt,
Pocahontas and Storm Lake. He
will then visit the Dickinson
County Fair in Spint Lake.

“T've learned from the meet-
ings I've attended in each of the
counties over the past two years
and I'm sure this year will be no
different,” Northey said. “It’s a
challenging ime on and off the
farm and I'm excited to hear
from Towans about the issues
facing agriculture.”

Northey will be at the
Dickinson County Fair at 5
p.m. on Wednesday, July 29

Northey, a

bean farmer from Spint Lake,

hosting

corn and soy

‘Auﬂ“é*’/& ch‘?i

IS serving ’
Secretary

His priont
Agriculturd

Orville Berg Receives Ace
Cory Conservation Award

| Orville Berg was recently honored by the Okoboji Protective

Association, who awarding him the Ace Cory Conservation

Award for 2009, for his
pioneering accomplish-
ments in conservation
environment
and for heightening
public awareness

and the
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Wednesday

The Lakes Area
Market will be open \
and Saturday morni
7:30a.m. -noon at the
County Fairgrounds
out the summer. [
Farmers® Marker will |
presentaton

Bees on July

by

the

The Spirit Lake Nog
would like to invite ey
Kiwanis Park, 23rd &
on July 22 at 6:30
help dedicate the shel
in honor of Peter B N
was not only one of ¢
ers and first presidents,
Lake Noon Kiwanis,
generous and witty hue
as well as 2 lifelong res

The Siouxland C
Blood Bank will host
dnve from 1 5 pm. W
July 22 at Ternl Cable
in Ternl 4

Career options in
of biorenewable fuels
reviewed at a mecting
for Spencer later this
The meeting will start
Thursday, July 23, at th
campus of Iowa [ak
N. Grand Ave. The!
will include an overvie
industry, carcers availaly
fuels as well as data on ¢
es which help individ
pare for a carcer in the
. \

T




The Dickinson Soil and Water
Conservation District Foundation is orga-
nized exclusively for the charitable, edu-
cational, and scientific purposes of pre-
serving and improving the environmental
quality in Dickinson County.

The Dickinson SWCD Foundation, a
501(c)3 charitable corporation, is able to
help you accomplish your conservation
wishes or to help with your estate planning
to place land in an easement or reduce
your tax burdens by donating land to be
muintained as agricultural or natural or for
a special interest, such as a park.

The foundation accepts monetary gifts,
which may be given anonymously, and
gifts may be designated as restricted or
unrestricted.

A new 2008 tax law is in effect that
provides Iowa residents a generous state
income tax credit for donating land or
land rights to a qualified conservation
organization. A donation of land or a con-
servation casement (or sale of either with
below market-value pricing) allows you to
subtract up to 50 percent of your dona-
tion’s value from your lowa state income

tax bill. The maximum tax credit per gift
is $100,000. If your credit exceeds your
income tax total, the remaining credit can
be carried forward for up to 20 years.You
should be able to still claim your federal
charitable deduction, if applicable.

The new law reduces the actual cost of
donating, which allows more landowners
to take advantage of the rax credit and
protect farmland and natural areas in per-
petuity.

For more information on the web, visit
the Towa Dept. of Revenue at : www.
iowa.gov/tax/1040EI/Line/08Line53.
html#Conservation.

Contact  the Dickinson SWCD
Foundation if you are interested in leaving
a legacy. Gifts may be rax-deductible as
chantable contributions for federal income
tax pll[p().\k‘.\.

The Dickinson SWCD Foundation

- Has participated with the creation of
Fuller Park in the Maywood area.

* Sponsors two (2) annual scholarships
in the amount of $500 each, to Dickinson

County graduating seniors to be used
for continuing education. The District

tion District Foundation

Scholarship is agrculture or natural sci-
ences based and the Jo Groves Memorial

Scholarship may be used towards any
course of study.

Provides funds, matching or non-
matching, for temporary employment
opportunities through the Dickinson
SWCD office.

-Provides funds to the Dickinson SWCD

PHOTO COURTESY OF NRCS
to provide for educational opportunitics,
such as the 6th Grade Outdoor Classroom,
Poster Contest, Stewardship Week, and
Teacher Academy.

Has purchased office and field equip-
ment to provide better service to the
public.

* Conducts an annual tree and shrub sale
as its only fundraiser.

e

"Wy

1-22-09

Pioneer Days
Milford hosts annual
community celebration
this weekend.
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lowa CREP

program breaks

pre )j('(‘l

BY CAROLINE RUSK
DCN STAFF

for clean water.

In a joint effort berwee

national
Iowa Conservation Resery
Enhancement

CREP

broke

DCN

|
|

The first

Conservation

round of the

Wednesday, September g, 2009
Conservation
th\\-’aI‘(]Sl]il) ngram
sign-u]) nears end

|

>
Program payments may be {

ground on local

The Lakes area is about to

gain another tool in the fight

n

several major county, state and

organizations, the

(;

Program

ground

Monday mc

ning on an area
being converted into a three
acre wetland to treat 600 acres
of farmland

“What we do here in Toy
has a big impact on that

re in the

said Chuck

ed States,

Director of lowa

Gipp.

Department of Agriculture
Land Stewardship - Divis
of Soil Conservation (IDALS
DS( Wha
a true partnership.”

1ave here is

The land, located just west
of Highway 71 necar the
Dickinson/Clay

be known as the

border, will
Peterson

site.

Several attendees tha
| the Peterson family for their

CREP

DCN STAFF continued on page 2A

County Trails commemorated the opening of the first-
on Friday, July 17 at Mini-Wakan State Park.

Stewardship
program (CSP) sign-up for
farmers in Dickinson County
will end soon.

The Conservation
le‘\\'ard\hlp Program,
administered by the Nartural
Resources Conservation
Service, is a voluntary pro
gram that encourages farm
operators to maintain and add
to exIstung conservation activi
ties in their farming operation
Annual payments are made
through 5-year Conservation
Stewardship
contracts.

Program
Supplemental
Conservation Stew ardship

carned if farm nprr.m)rs[
adopt a resource-conserv- |
Ing crop rotation |
Dickinson County farm
ers interested in CSP can "
start by picking up a CSP |
self-screening check at the [
NRCS Office in Spirit Lake. |
Producers are |
to m

encouraged
s their application |
for CSP now so their appli

cation can be

a

considered |
for funding in the first CSP

ranking period. For more |
Information farmers can
also call the Spirit Lake |

NRCS office at (712) 336- |

3782 ext.3
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Dickinson SWCD Foundation

IScholars.hips Awarded ¢

T
Dickinson
Soil and Water
Conservation
District
| Foundation
announces

Ithree  $500
¢ Adam
scholarships o
have  been

| awarded to grad-
uating Dickinson County high
school seniors. These scholar-
ships are to be used for the first
vear of educaton on the col-
. lege or vocational school level.
This year’s round of schol-
arships included Spirit Lake

senior, Adam
Dreeszen.: Adam
o study
farm/diesel
mechanics
or  carpen-
try at  Des
Moines Area
Community
College.

Two $500
scholarships were award-
ed this year to Okoboji
seniors, Dustin Schwaller
and Douglas Schwaller
Both Dustin and Douglas
plan to attend lowa Lakes
Community College to

Douglas
Schwaller

JUNE 11 SIGN UP DEADLINE

CSP payment averages
$25 per acre

In 2009, participants earned
an average $25/acre/year for
their current and future con-
servation efforts through the
Conservation  Stewardship
Program (CSP), said Carroll
Oskvig, district conservation-
1st for NRCS in Spirit Lake.
CSP is a voluntary program
that encourages agricultural
and forestry producers to
maintain existng conserva-
tion activities and adopt addi-
tional ones. Participants agree
to five-year contracts.

“Actual payment rates are
affected by several factors:
land use, existing stewardship
activities and future steward-
ship activities,” said Oskvig.
“Crop land acres receive a
higher payment. And pro-
agree to more

ducers who

Monday, Apnl 25, 2011
Longtime Dickinson Co
Spinit

Resources Conser

Lake long-t

skvig has worked In the S
arrol and his wife Martha live in

CS Staffer

oyee

r more th

ounty Soll ar

pirit Lake office since Augus

and Water

new stewardship actvitics
and address more than one
resource concern also receive
a higher payment.”

To be eligible producers
must be: in compliance with
current HEL compliance
plan, managing crosion, prac
ticing good pest and nutrient
management and following
good grazing management.
They must also commit
additional actvities like; con-
trolling traffic in crop fields,
testing stalks for nutrients,
managing grazing for water
quality.

Applications received by
June 11 will be considered for
the next ranking and fund
ing period. CSP is offered
through a continuous sign
up with announced cut-off

to

f the C

an 3¢

Milford

,M

study Ag
Production
Technology.

STE S
District
Scholarship,
in the
amount of Dustin
$500, 'S schwaller
offered _for
students con-

tinuing their education in
any field of agriculture or
natural sciences studies.

The Jo Groves Memorial
Schulaf.\hlp, in the amount
of $500, is not limited in
the course of study.

66-027'°

application dates for ranking
periods.

Oskvig pro-
ducers to use the CSP self-
screening checklist to deter-
mine if the program is suit-
able for their operation. The
checklist  highlights  basic
information about CSP eligi-
bility requirements, contract
obligations and potential pay-
ments, It is available from
local USDA-NRCS offices or
on the NRCS Web site www
gov/programs/
new_csp/csp.html,

For information
about CSP, including eligibil
ity requirements, producers
can visit www.nres.usda.gov/
programs/new_csp/csp.html
or visit their local NRCS field

office.

encourages

nres.usda

more

Dickinson County Wafé?

4 Q0/°

Quality

' Commission sets time line

The Dickinson County
Water Quality Commission
started the application for
the request for funds on
Aug. 1. The Water Quality
Commission has up to
$200,000 annually used to
support water quality proj
for Dickinson County
their watersheds.

cCts
lakes

The funds have assisted over

and

the past several years to sup-
port water monitoring, wet-
land restoration, educational
programs
management projects,
funds

and storm water

These are available

to non-profit organizations
that are looking to improve
or project water quality for
Dickinson County lakes.

All applications must be
returned to the Dickinson
County Soil and Water
Conservation District Office
by 4:30 p.m. on Oct. 1. The
projects will be reviewed by the
Water Quality Commissioners
and a decision should be made
on the proposals no later than
early November 2010.

Applicatons distrib-
uted through the Dickinson
Soil Water

are

County and

Office at 241217th
Lake
contacting Steve Anderson
at (712) 336-3782 x3 or by

e-mail at steven.randerson(@

District

Street, Spirit or by

1a.nacdnet.net.

The Dickinson County
Water Quality Commission
is comprised of representa-
tives from every city within
Dickinson County and rep-
resentatives from the county.
The Commission was estab-
lished in 2001 and their funds
have been used as a local
match toward state and fed- |
eral water quality funds

Dickinson SWCD to offer
Foundation Scholarships

The Dickinson SWCD Foundation announces the availability = 4
of two $500 scholarships that will be presented o Dickinson k A .
County graduating high school seniors. These scholarships are
to be used for the first year of education on the college or voca-

tional school level.

The District Scholarship, in the amount of $500, is offered

for any field of agrculture or natural sciences studies (this

includes a broad array of studies) and in addition, the winning
applicaton will be forwarded to compete in the Conservation '

Districts of lowa’s (CDI) Auxiliary Annual Scholarships, CDI N ol

funds six regional awards of $300 each and state level awards in

the amount of $1,800, $1,200 and $1,000. The applicant needs

to submit two typed copies of their application and must use the

2010 application form.

The Jo Groves Memorial Scholarship, in the amount of $500,

is not limited in the course of study. The applicant needs to
submit two typed copies of their application and must use the Jo
Groves application form.

High school seniors must submit their applications to the
Dickinson Soil & Water Conservation District no later than
“March 3. Both scholarships will be judged on leadership and

scholastic achievement.

Applications can be obrained from the High School Counselors
at Harris-Lake Park, Okoboji, Spint Lake or Graettinger/Terril
) High Schools, or by contacting the Dickinson Soil & Water
Conservation District at the USDA Service Center in Spirit Lake
at 2412 17th Street, by calling (712) 336-3782, ext. 3, e-mail: ¥ )

maxine.butler@ia.nacdnet.net or check the Clean Water Alliance

website: http://cleanwateralliance.net.
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Iowa Secretary of
Agriculture Bill Northey
highlighted Iowa Soil and
Water Conservation Week
and praised the important
conservation work that
has been achieved to bet-
ter care for the air, soil
and water in lIowa. Gov.
Terry Branstad will issue a
proclamation recognizing
Nov. 27 - Dec. 3 as Soil
and Water Conservation
Week.

“Soil and Water
Conservation Week is an
opportunity to recognize
all that has been accom-
plished through efforts
to prevent soil erosion

all that has been accom-
plished and also recognize
the work still to be done.”

The severe erosion dur-
ing the “Dust Bowl” years
of the 1930s brought
about the first efforts to
prevent soil erosion, which
also helped protect water
resources. Iowa passed a
law in 1939 to establishing
a state soil conservation
agency and also created
the means for soil and
water conservation dis-
tricts to organize. This
legislation declared it the
policy of the state of Towa
to: preserve soil and water;
protect the state’s tax base;

of Soil Conservation and
the 100 Soil and Water
Conservations  Districts
located 1n ecach county
are fulfilling Towa’s con-
servation mission. Other
key partners in lowa’s
conservation efforts
include USDA’s Natural
Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS), the Iowa
Department of Natural
Resources (DNR), and
Towa State University.

The Department’s
Division of Soil
Conservation  provides
state leadership in the pro-
tection and management
of solil, water and mineral
resources and assisting
soil and water conserva-
ton districts and private
landowners to meet their
agricultural and environ-
mental protection needs,

Water Conservation
is Nov. 27 — Dec. 3

department has also start-
ed to work more in our
towns and cities to pre-
vent erosion and protect
water quality through the
capture and infiltration of
storm-water runoff. The
Department has added
five urban conservation-
ists that work with home-
owners, land development
professionals, city officials
and government agencies
to provide information
and technical assistance on
urban best management
practices for sustainable
storm-water management.

Soil and Water
Conservation Week recog-
nizes that the abundance
of lowa’s agricultural
products and the quality
of life we enjoy are depen-
dent upon the proper use
and management of soil
and water resources.

| cropland,

12-)d-n

and protect water quality and promote health, safety

here in Iowa,” Northey and public welfare of peo-

said. “This year marks the ple of Iowa.

72nd anniversary of the Today, the Iow?

law that started our stite- Department " of

wide conservation efforts Agriculture and Land

and is a great time to see Stewardship’s  Division In

Iowa farmers interest-
ed in signing up for the
Conservation Stewardship
Program (CSP) should
submit applications to
their local USDA-Natural
Resources  Conservation
Service (NRCS) office by
Jan. 13, 2012, to be con-
sidered for eligibility dur-
ing the first ranking period
of 2012.

Through CSP, NRCS
provides financial and
technical assistance to
eligible producers who
conserve and enhance
soil, water, air, and relat-
ed natural resources on
their land. The program
provides many conserva-
tion benefits including
improvement of water
and soil quality, wildlife
habit enhancements and
adoption of conservation
activities that address the
effects of climate change.

“CSP continues to be a
good opportunity for con-
servation farmers to try
new practices while receiv-
ing payments for their
past achicvements,” said

Richard Sims, state conser-

vationist for lowa NRCS.

Eligible lands include
pastureland,
rangeland, nonindustrial
private forest land and
agricultural land under the
junsdiction of an Indian
tribe. Participation in the
program is voluntary.

An updated CSP self-
screening  checklist  is
available to help potential
applicants determine if

- CSP applications
~ due Jan.

13

CSP is suitable for their
operation. The checklist
ighlights basic informa-
tion about CSP eligibil-
ity requirements, contract
obligations and poten-
dal payments. It is avail-
able from local NRCS
offices and on the Iowa
NRCS website at www.
ia.nrcs.usda.gov/pro-
grams/Conse-rvationSte-
wardshipProgram.heml.

As part of the CSP
application process, appli-
cants work with NRCS
field personnel to com-
plete a resource inventory
using the Conservation
Measurement Tool (CMT).
The CMT determines the
conservation performance
for existing and new con-
servation actvites. The
applicant’s conservation
performance will be used
to determine eligibility,
ranking and payments.

Through the 2011 CSP
signup, Iowa farmers in
93 counties enrolled more
than 368,000 acres in CSP,
helping to improve water
and soil quality, enhance
wildlife habitat and address
the effects of climate
change. lowans received
an average of $29 per
acre during the 2011 CSP
signup. Average payments
depend on land use, exist-
ing stewardship and new
stewardship practices.

To apply or to find
out more about CSP, visit
your local USDA Service
Center or go online to
wwwia.nres.usda.gov.

recent

years the

2regn

CSP d

lowa farmers interest-
ed in signing up for the
Conservation Stewardship
Program (CSP)  should
submit applications to
their local USDA-Natural
| Resources Conscxvzdon
| Service (NRCS) office by
Jan. 13, 2012, to be consid-
c}:cdr for eligibility during
| the first rankin
2012. i
| Through CSp, NRCS
| Provides financial and tech-
| nical assistance 1o cligible
| producers who conserve
| and enhance soil, water, air,
and related natura) resourc-
€s on their land, The pro-
gram provides many con-
servation benefits includ
Ing improvement of water
and soil quality, wildlife
habit enhancements and
adoption of conservation
dcuvities that address the
effects of climate change.
“CSP continues to be a
good Opportunity for con-
servation lt\f[nl‘f.\ to [l')'
NeW practices while receiy-
08 payments for their

eadline

dpproaches
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clhard Sims, state conser- using the Conservation
vatonist for lowa NRCS, Measurement Tool
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hlllgtblc lands include The CMT dctcrmirSCS thTZ:

cropland, Pastureland, conservation performance

rangeland, nonindustrial :

for existing and new con-

servation activities, The
applicant’s conservation
performance will be used
to  determine eligibility,
ranking and payments.

_ Through the 2011 Csp
signup, lowa farmers in 93
counties enrolled more than
368,000 acres in CSP, help-
Ing to improve water and
soil quality, enhance wild-
life habitat and address the
effects of climate change,
Iowans received an average
of $29 per acre during the
2011 CSp signup. Average
Payments depend on land
use, existing stewardship
and new stewardship prac-
tices.

private forest Jand and
agricultural land under the
Jurisdiction of an Indian
tribe. Participation in the
program is voluntary,

An updated CSP self.
screening checklist js avail-
able to help potential appli-
cants determine if CSP is
suitable for their operation.
The checklist highlighes
b»asnc information  about
CSpP cligibility require-
mcms, contract obhga»
Hons and potential pay-
ments. It is available from
local NRcs offices and
on the lowa NRCS web-
Site at wwwia.nres.usda,

guv/progrzms/Conscn'»
auonSIewm’dshinrugmm.
html.

As part of the Csp
application Process, appli-
cants work with NRCS
field personnel to com-

* To apply or 1 find out
more about CSP. yigit your
local USDA Service Center
or go online to 2umta.nres.
usda gou
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The USDA Service Center has a new location west of the KUOO radio station complex. They moved from
thelr previous location near the Pronto convenlence store on Sept. 1. They will be holding an open house

for locals to attend from 24 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 16.

Open house pl

anned

for new USDA building

BY BRANDON HURLEY
STAFF WRITER

Dickinson County has a
new site for landowners
who want to take advan-
tage of US. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Farm
Program scrvices, state of
lowa programs, and other
conscrvanon incenuaves,

The USDA

Center staft

Service
will host an
Frnday, Dec
16, at its new location just
west of the KUOO radio

stauon

open house

along Highway 9
Hours for the event are
2-4 p.m. Services were pre-
viously located in a plaza
near the intersection of

Highways 9 and 71, just

north of Pronto conve-
nience store.

“The open house is to
provide the opportunity for
landowners, land operators
and the general public to
take a look at the new cen
ter,” said Larry Lago, the
executive director of the
USDA Farm Agency

The new building will
house the Farm Service
Agency (FSA), the Natural
Resources Conservation
Service and the Soil and
Water
District under one roof

Conservation

“It will provide more
ease for the
have one single building
to seck assistance,” said

NRCS  district

farmers to

conserva

tionist Mark Schutt. “Also,
the agencies will save on
expenses.”

The move to its current
location at the Highway 9
and 155th Street intersec
tion was completed Sept. 1
and came on the heels of a
fire that damaged the for
mer locaton in the sum
mer of 2010

Lago thinks the
location provides better

new

access for local residents.
“The public doesn’t have
to deal with the conges
ton of the major inter
section anymore,” Lago
said. “There will be better
access to the parking lot
and the building is also

more handicap accessible.”

The USDA staff gained
some efficiency through a
practice of renting office
space instead of owning a
building.

“We want to provide a
Pf('\L'n\’(' n ”ll.' county a
presence which provides
the county farmers and

land owners immediate
access to farm programs,
loans and conservation
practices,” Lago said. “We
hope to serve a broad cus
tomer base for resources

and program issues.”
{4

The USDA Service
Center offices are open
Monday through Frday

from 8 am. to 430 pm
and can be reached by tele

phorte at (712) 336-3782

|
|

Local conservation
practices on display

PHOTO SUBMITTED
Soll and water conservationists from all over
lowa traveled to Des Molnes last week for the
annual Conservation Day at the Capitol. Many
conservationists had Information displayed in the
Capltol rotunda about their watershed protection
programs and were able to talk to legislators about
soll and water Issues facing the state. Left to right
are: John Wills of the Dickinson County Clean
Water Alliance, state Sen. David Johnson and State
Soll Conservation Committee Board member S.
Vance Hjelm.

Vist www.dickinsoncountynews.com
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POSTER CONTEST WINNER ANNOUNCED

. H .
it el B SR

B

Pt SUBMITTEL
The Dickinson County Soil and Wate!
Conservation District Commissioners
are proud to announce their win-
ner of this year's poster contest in
Division 2, Grades 2 and 3. Macy
Alderson, a Graettinger-Terril sec-
ond grade student in Ms. Nicole
Voetmann’s class in Terrll, was
recently awarded her first place cer-
tificate and a$10 bill. The poster
contest is co-sponsored by Grinnell
Mutual Reinsurance Company and
the Auxiliary of the Conservation
Districts of lowa (CDI). This year's
theme was “Soll to Spoon."”




the environment.

The students spent the morning and
early afternoon rotating through various
educational stations, which were set up
throughout the wildlife area.

"It's good to get the kids outside and away
from Facebook and video games," said
Rory Martinson, a local DNR employee
who works in the Kettleson-Hogsback
arca. "Show them what is available out here
for them to enjoy. It's open to the public
for all kinds of activities."

Kettleson-Hogsback is a combination
of woodlands, open grasslands, lakes
and wetlands all covering approximately
1,895 acres. The area has a peak of nearly
40 feet and separates Marble Lake from
Hottes Lake. It is located on the rugged
Altamont moraine — a hilly area with ridges
scattered throughout marshes and poorly
drained wetlands. The land is basically the
remnants of the continental glaciers from
the Wisconsin ice age nearly 15,000 years
dg('

When pioneers began settling in the
Dickinson County area in the late 1800s, the
Kettleson-Hogsback land was considered
an essential spot for nesting and migrating
waterfowl as well as a large number of
other wildlife.

Martinson mentioned hunters are allowed
to come out to the grounds — it is a
designated public hunting area.

"There are a lot of different waterfowl
game here for hunters,” he said. "It really
is a popular place."

CLASS IS IN SESSION

they rc(iuifc to live .—'gms%lnndx wetlands,'
he said. "It's fun to have the real-life, hands-
on duck, I have four ducks that [ release out
into the wild."

Martinson will go out and set up traps
to capture some wood ducks a few nights
before the outdoor classroom

"I like seeing the kids' faces light up," he
said. "When I show them the wood duck
there are a lot of gasps because they are so
colorful."

During the lunch hour, students were
treated to an  always-popular falconry
presentation. Mother Nature cooperated
for this year's outdoor classroom experience
and the students were able to enjoy all the
different stations without any problems.

They all hopped on the buses round
2 pm. and headed back to "indoor"
classrooms after the fun and interesting
learning experience.

"There is a diversity of all kinds of things
here, I think they enjoy them all," Martinson
said about the students. "I try to keep it
simple and not bore them with facts and
have hands-on activities."

The participating organizations included;
the Dickinson Soil and Water Conservation
District, the Iowa Department of Natural
Resources, Trees Forever, the County
Conservation Board, Lakeside Lab, the
Iowa Great Lakes Water Safety Council,
the Dickinson County Animal Clinic and
ISU Extension. They all donated their ime
and resources to help the students gain a
greater appreciation of nature

ptember 12, 2012
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‘iCenter Lake watershed
- project set to begin in July

BY BRANDON HURLEY
STAFF WRITER

Well over half a million dol-
lars have been donated to the
Dickinson County Soil and Water
Conservaton District (SWCD)
for a project to improve water

* quality at Center Lake.

Water

Clean

in Spirit Lake.

Alliance

:ontinued from page 1A

ound it's way into the near-

y sewer system — which
:mpties into Center Lake.
[he SWCD plans to use
ow-impact development
sractices - rain gardens and
1o cells - to filter some of
he water. Those practices
ind others are designed to
ibsorb water runoff, clean
t, and slowly release it to
the storm sewer or other
ireas.

"It's going to relieve
some of that pressure
on the storm system. It's
wertaxed and it's not able
to work properly because
there is too much water,"
Wills said. "The system was

! built in the 1940s and our
| effort 15 to make the sewer

system function a little bit
better, but to also clean
that water up so that when
it reaches Center Lake it is
better for the lake."

Rain  gardens  are
depressed areas, usually
containing native plants.
Bio Cells are essentially a
larger version of a rain
garden. Wills said the
structures are 95 percent
effective in removing pol-
lution — they absorb the
water for a 24 hour period
then return it to the sewer
system, according to the
coordinator.

Wills also said phospho-
rous is prevalent in the soil
it can be devastating to the
vegetation of the lake —
the rain gardens will help
climinate 2 majority of the
chemical.

The lowa
Improvement Review
Board gave the proj-
ect a $100,000 grant in
February.

"We have about seven
or eight different funders

Watershed

Coordinator John Wills hopes
the upgrades will better filter
runoff from Highway 71 near
the the 23rd Street intersection

The city of Spint Lake has been
looking at water quality issues at
Center Lake for the past four
years, buta lack of funding stalled
progress. Dickinson County Soil

CENTER LAKE WATERSH

and Water Conservation District
took over efforts and the group
has been able to raise $636,555
for the project. ;

Businesses and traffic near the |

that have contributed,”
Wills said. "Every time we
have gotten a donation ot
a grant it has been a sense
of relief s-md joy that we
have succeeded again and
it proves that we have a
good project under way."
The DNR's EPA Non-
Point Solution Funding has
provided $374,000, the Iowa
DNR Lake Restoration
Fund has donated $47,000,
the city of Spint Lake
will put in $54,000, the
Dickinson County Water
Quality Commission will
donate $50,000, and the

Center Lake Protective
Association has donated
$500.

Construction is set to
begin on July 1. Planners
want to make sure the rain
gardens are attractive in
addition to being func-
tonal.

23rd Street intersection produce
heavily contaminated runoff that |

_ CENTER LAKE

continued on page 2A
+
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"In some instances, we
may put them in a front
lawn of a business or a
homeowner and we have
to have an. t with
them to put in," he
said. "They aren't cheap,
but they are very effec-
m"

A majority of the work is
expected to be completed
by June 30, 2014. Work the
following year will include

;f'
&

Home
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Business District
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ACE CORY AWARD PRESENTED TO CLEAN WATER ALLIANCE
COORDINATOR

Wed

7-31-2013

(Spirit Lake}—The Coordinator of

T

Saturday. Wills

y

think

(

testing to make sure the |

rain gardens and bio cells
are working properly.

"We are pretty excited,"
Wills said. "It's not often
that you can get funding
together from that many
groups. Everybody thinks
it's a good project and
they think we are doing
good things. I'm excited to

sce things happen and get

started."

Protective Associatic
tells KUOO news

| didn't really expect I

he Okoboji

nment )
meeting
0u know p

Saturday and

The Ace Cory Award has been
award include John Synhorst
Petersen and Mike Hawkins

the Cleanwater Allia

presented by the OPA annually since 2006 Previous recipients of the
Barbara Mendenhall, Jane Shuttleworth, Orville Berg, David Thoreson

ance is this year's recipient of the Ac ce Cory Award
on presented the award to John Wills at its annua’ meeting held this past
was completely surprised by the announcemer. nt.. ( p for

Phil

— - s

Water qhalify
commission accepting
grant applications

The Dickinson County
Water Quality Commission
is accepting grant applica-
tions for its annual water
quality grant period untl
Oct. 1. The grant application
materials are available at the
Clean Water Alliance website
located at http://cleanwa
teralliance.net/blog/?page_
1d=268. In addition, inter-
ested groups can contact the
Dickinson SWCD at 3302
18th Street, Spirit Lake, IA
or 712-336-3782 ext. 3 and
talk to John Wills, Dickinson
County Clean Water Alliance
Coordinator, for informa-
ton about the Grants. The
Application Process timeline
is as follows:

* Aug 1 — Request for
Applications (RFA) bégins

* Aug. 29 — Water Quality
Commission Help Session
from 3 pm. to comple-
tion at the USDA Natural
Resources  Conservation
Service office in Spirit Lake.

SERCcE 1
Applications

Grant

due to

Dickinson SWCD by 4:30
pm.

Applications  will  be
accepted for any project
from a non-profit organiza-
tion or governmental agency,
which improves the water
quality of the lowa Great
Lakes, Silver Lake, and Little
Swan Lake in Dickinson
County. The cities or the
county governments who
are members of the agree-
mentare not eligible to apply
for grant applications but
groups within those entities
are eligible.

To date, over $2 million
has been granted to groups
and agencies in Dickinson
County to protect local water
bodies. That money has been
matched by over $20 mil-
lion. The Dickinson County
Water Quality Commission
includes members from all
the cities and the county
government from within
Dickinson County, Each city
and the county contribute
to the commission and have
commissioners to represent
them on the commission.

)
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Wednesday, September 18, 2013

Herbert named ‘Conservation Farmer of the Year'

Jared and Mary Herbert of Lake Park
received the Conservation Farmer of
the Year Award Thursday, Sept. 5 at
the 67th Annual Iowa Soil and Water
Conservation District Commissioners
Conference at the Sheraton Hotel in
West Des Moines.

Since Jared was a young man, he
has always had a passion for environ-
mental consciousness and sustainable
farming, He has been a no-till bean/
strip till corn farmer since 1992 and is
always trying new conservation prac-
tices.

Jared has used a Winter Rye Cover
Crop on his fields for the last three
years and will continue using a multi-
species cover crop in the future. He
has enrolled over 80 acres of CRP
and buffer strips for wildlife habitat
and water quality.

His latest projects include install-
ing three water and sediment control
basins, bringing his total basins to six.
He is planning to install a bio-reactor
in his field that will outlet into a
drainage ditch that leads to Silver
Lake.

He also is one of the found-
ing members of the Silver Lake
Park Improvement Association and
he has partnered with the Silver
Lake Watershed Project to host
a Cover Crop and No-Till field
day and to complete conservation
plans throughout the Silver Lake
Watershed. Jared and Mary are
acknowledged for their conserva-
tion work and they continue to be
an example to lead other local farm
ers to adopt conservation practices.
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orthey confirms
hird lowa Ag

ecretary bid

Spirit Lake Republican Bill Northey has announced plans to

run for a third term as lowa Secretary of Agriculture. He made

the it Saturday at an

event in Des Moines.

BY RUSS MITCHELL
MANAGING EDITOR

Spirit Lake Republican Bill

Northey said. "Agriculture in
this state is an amazing thing."

Northey said his office has a

series of initiatives to accom-

e

Wty

| barbeque fundraising

Northey on Saturday confirmed
plans to run for a third term as
Towa Secrerary of Agriculture.

The Spirit Lake Republican
made the announcement at the
seventh "Bill's BBQ Bash," his
annual campaign fundraiser at
the Towa State Fairgrounds in
Des Moines

"I love the job that I have,"

plish, including volunteer efforts
to improve water quality.

"We'd trying to engage produc-
ers to a much higher degree in
reducing nitrogen and phospho-
rus," he said. Northey is calling
on an expansion of programs

that encourage nitrate-
removing wetlands

The ag secretary said he
would like to continue a
practice of visiting all 99
of lowa's counties each
year as well.

Northey is a fourth-
generation corn and soy-
bean farmer who gradu
ated from lowa State in
1981. He won his first
bid to statewide office in
2006. He was reelected in
2010,

He also gave serious
consideration to a US
Senate campaign  ear
liecr this year. Incumbent
Democrat Tom Harkin will
not seck another six-year
term. Northey ruled him-
<elf out of a Republican

JULY 17, 2013

Primary for that office.
US. Rep. Steve King and
Lt. Gov. Kim Reynolds
also hinted at interest, but
also decided not to run for
Harkin's seat.

"I'm very content with
where I'm at," Northey
said. "My decision wasn't
just based on who else
might be interested."

The Green Plains
Superior ethanol plant is
holding an open house
Wednesday (July 17) fea
turing Northey as the guest
speaker. The officeholder
said his travels allow him
to listen to the needs of
Iowa producers and better
lead the Iowa Department
of Agriculture and Land
Stewardship.

-

DCN

Wednesday, August 14, 2013

Clean Water Alliance Coordinator
receives local Conservation Award

John Wills, Coordinator
of the Dickinson County
Clean Water Alliance,
has been awarded the
eighth annual Ace Cory
Conservation Award.
The Okoboji Protective
Association (OPA)
presented the award to
Wills in recognition for
his efforts in fashioning
partnerships  between
organizations to preserve
water quality in the ITowa
Great Lakes.

Wills, a native of Sibley,
has a bachelor’s degree
in biology, and master’s
degrees in political science
and environmental policy
and management He
came to the Lakes area
in 1993 and spent seven
years as an environmental
specialist with the
Dickinson County Soil
and Water Office. Wills
left to join the Loess Hills
Alliance. He is currently
a first sergeant in the

Mobile Cavalry Unit of
the Necbraska National
Guard, and has served in
Iraq and Afghanistan.

Wills returned to the
Lakes Region in 2009
to lead the Clean Water
Alliance. In this role,
Wills works with™ more
than 60 local, state and
federal groups for clean
water projects. He has
also authored the lowa
Great Lakes Watershed
Management Plan, a
comprehensive, 20-year
plan for reducing
pollution in the lakes,
addressing one acre at a
time. He lives in Spirit
Lake with his wife and
three children

“He has really become
the face of clean water
projects in the lowa Great
Lakes,” said Greg Drees,
former OPA president
Drees added that Wills
was a “natural fit” and
had “flourished” in his

profession.

“I'm very proud to
have been presented
that award. I never In
my dreams thought that
that would be presented
to me,” Wills said. “To
be presented that, I will
call a pinnacle of my
career, one of the things
I can look back on and be
proud of for the rest of
my life.”

The Ace Cory Award
has been presented by the
OPA annually since 2006
to an individual whose
work in the lowa Great
Lakes area, voluntary or
professional, reflects the
principles of the late Ace
Cory, one of the region’s
pioncerenvironmentalists
Previous recipicents of the
award are: John Synhorst,
Barbara Mendenhall, Jane
Orville
Berg, David Thoreson,
Phil Petersen, and Mike
Hawkins

Shuttleworth
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ON THE GO

Lake Park uses goats to
clear away unwanted plants

BY RUSS MITCHELL
MANAGING EDITOR

empourary fencing and yellow caution
tape kept onlookers from getting too
close to Silver Lake's eastern shoreline
Thursday afternoon.

City officials were on hand. A transport
trailer was parked nearby and onlookers could
see foot maffic going into and coming out of
the brush

Fortunately, buckthorn and leafy spurge
can't file charges. Any unwanted plants were
assaulted — by design — as a part of an effort to
improve the view at City Park in Lake Park.

"Goats on the Go," a sustainable vegetation
management business from Ames set up the
fencing to direct a herd of 20 goats to munch

. and munch ... and munch ... invading
plants south of the playground equipment in
City Park.

Lake Park City Administrator Wade Wagoner
and the dty's park board brought in the cen-
tral lowa goat company to clear away noxious
weeds that blocked a view of the lake,

"It's such a wonderful park with all of the
oak trees and playground equipment,” Wagoner
said. "There's a lovely campground with a
swimming pool, tennis courts and a Frisbee

golf course. We just thought of it as a great
opportunity to make a really great area even

better."

The Natural Resources Conservation Service
serves at the watershed coordinator for Silver

Lake and helped fund the project.

Goats on the Go co-owner Aaron Stecle
explained the benefits of goats over power

tools.

"When you use goats, you're not using gaso-
line-powered equipment,” Steele said. "You're
not putting carbon dioxide into the air and
you're not causing erosion on these steep slopes
because the goats are so light-footed. You are
also not putting any herbicide out there."

The goats can work in places that are uncom-
fortable or dangerous to park maintenance

crews as well.

"One of my street guys got hurt while clean-
ing this bank up with a chainsaw," Wagoner said

of a previous cffort.

The goats won't cat everything, Crews will
have to clear some of the thicker branches
away. The job will be easier without worries
of poison ivy, poison oak, thistle, buckthorn,
castern red cedar, pigweed and buttonweed

in the way. The herd's favorite menu item is

honeysuckle.

Steele and co-owner Chad Steenhoek received
a visit from Trent Prather’s fourth-grade class

GOATS ON THE GO

continued on page 5A

| GOATS ON THE GO

continued from page 1A

at Harris-Lake Park on day
| one of a three-day process.
| Steenhock explained the
benefits of a hungry herd
in the plant removal pro-
He also talked abou
| another benefit of the goat

| cess.

operaton.

"If leaves go in one end,
|| guess what comes out the
asked the

{

|| other end?" he
class.

"Fertilizer," a young voice
correctly answered from the
mass of clamoring students.
The nutrients will come in
handy for Lake Park's next
phase of the $5,000 project.

"Oniginally, if we were sit
ting here 100 or 200 years
ago, these banks would have
been praine grass and pd
marly oak trees" Wagoner
said. "Almost everything else
h{'l’(‘ 1S an invasmive \I‘Cfl(’\
The idea is to turn it into a
more natural environment."

The planned prairic grass
will be 2-3 feet high and
folks who sit on benches
near the shore can pet a clear

view of the lake

"We seen this sort of thing

done in other parts of the
country, but it is a relatively
undeveloped business model
here in the Midwest," Stecle
said. "My partner and I had
a few goats. We enjoyed
raising them and wanted to
expand our herd. But, we
didn't really have the land to
expand our herd — nor the
money to buy more land
We also looked around and
saw a growing number of
non-farm residents living on
acreages and living on tim-

2 s 3
PHOTO BY RUSS MITCHELL

bered subdivision lots."

The Goats on the Go
owners work with their
customers to make sure the
goats are a good solution to
the owner's property needs.

"As you can sce, goats
don't leave  things nicely
manicured," Steele said.
"They attack problem weeds
and brush. They do a good
job of defoliating and stress-
ing those plants. As long as
th( Isa pnnmr\‘ concern for
PTUPCY1\' owners, were set

Students in Trent Prather's fourth-grade class at H;

uding garlic mustard, autumn olive, wild parsnip, nettle and burdock.

Goats are often the best way
to go."

A herd of 20 to 25 goats
can clear a half-acre of dense
brush in 3-5 days.

"Goats arc amazing in that
they'll eat stuff that other
livestock won't," Steele said.
"Here we are, taking a bunch
of nuisance plants and turn
ing them into feed ... We're
fighting this perception all
of the time that you can
just take goats and use them
to mow our lawns. Really
we like to think of goats
as bushwhackers more than
lawnmowers. Sheep might
do a pretty good job of
clipping your lawn close,
but that's certainly not what
goats do."

Mr. Prather's fourth
grade students weren't near
by when Steele mentoned
growing demand
for goat meat. The well-fed
goats didn't hear about that
part of the job either.

Besides, Steele was on
the "safe" side of his solar
powered electric fence

lowa's

PHOTOS BY RUSS MITCHELL
Goats on the Go is an Ames-based company that brings goats on site to clear away
noxious weeds Incl

arris-Lake Park made a field trip out to
City Park on the first day of "Goats on the Go." A herd of about 20 goats wandered into
the brush along the east shore of Silver Lake to clear away some non-native plants.
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ZEBRA MUSSEL

ec;nt!nuod from page 1A

standpoint, these organisms
can explode their numbers
_ at least initially,” Hawkins
said. “We may scc
. subsequent die-offs in zebra
mussels. That's when their
shells — washing up on
shorelines and beaches — can
cause some impacts to folks
who want to use the water
They'll want to take some
~ “adh precautions to keep their feet
PHOTO SUBMITTED safe because the dead shells
can be very sharp.”

some

BY RUSS MITCHELL City, according to the Towa

MANAGING EDITOR DNR. Blul(?gls!s : have no 3 %
' d y way of reining in a zebra 2 A
; i The infestation s & oo population once it is PHOTOS SUBMITTED
t looks like an unwanted di i akes > 1
"The lowa Department advocates put up idomt H:Awkms said the emergence mussels can take over a habitat.
of zebra mussels will cause

of MNatural Resources on
Thursday confirmed thatboat

| suspcclcd that other
hoists from the area

pnpulannn once It

is established 1n a lake

move a mussel” billboards,
worked with the DNR to

an energy shift in the Lakes

hoists in East Lake Okoboji, place summer staff at high- ecosystem. - system. lln\vkin_ﬂ said may have 7cbm”mussels

West Take Okoboji and raffic docking locations and Mussels are cthcient at the emergence of zebra attached as well.

Lower Gar Lake are showing  .ven cun\‘ifcrcd L filtering water and will remove mussels will cause an Hawkins also  has
i sel- plankton and zooplankton. energy shift in the Lakes examined boat hoists

signs of an entrenched zebra : : 5 .
sniffing inspection dogs as “That changes what’s removed from Big Spirit

|| mussel population.

The mussels aren’t native
to the Towa Great Lakes

part of an cffort to keep the
species out of local lakes.

available for the
the plants and animals out

rest of

ecosystem.
Mussels are efficient at
filtering water and will

_ nosthwest lowa waters Mike Hawkins, fisheries there” he said. “In many remove plankton and
became! contaminated when biologist for the Iowa cases, we have seen or have zooplankton i
boaters failed to properly Department of Natural documented increased water That changes what’s

drain, clean and dry boats as
they moved from ane lake to

Resources, expects the zebra
mussel population to explode

clnm)'-mcrc.m-d water clarity
sounds like a good thing, but

available for the rest of
and animals
“In

the plants

out there,” he said.

another. Known populations  OV€f the next couple of years. in some Cases that can be
- Th ¢ i i many cases, we have seen
of zebra mussels in lowa The mollusks will attach accompanied by greater blue have documented
_ s o or ave 0oc ente
include Cléar Lake, Lake 'tO hard smooth surfaces, green algae blooms increased water clarity
- 3 is Hawkins - a ) MR el y - ;
Rathbun, the MisSissippl including boat hoists and ins - and. the 1 _ increased water clarity

and Maquoketa rivers, and
Bluebill Lake near Mason

water intake valve systems.

. sounds like a good thing,
“From a

but in some Cases that

can be accompanied by
‘ greater blue-green algae
blooms.”

Hawkins and the DNR
have been watching for
signs of infestation
over the past year The
biologist recently
contacted Nov. 1 by a
Lakes service pru\'nlu
who was concerned after
seeing suspicious shells
attached to a boat hoist.

“After closer
examination it became
evident that many of the
recently removed hoists
This isn't th 3 h‘\dm\'cnvl‘ln zebramussels
Heglaol the first time Jared's dabbled in conservation, though. You can find examples all over sttached,HHawEs s

ZEBRA MUSSELS

recreational
continued on page SA

Hometown F : i |
A f\013‘930[A:ﬂ:lﬂl;l;r)er. Conservation Conscious
eller, Anchor - bio | email

was

LAKE PARK, IA - Harvest m:
ay have ended we
N et ey e ended. eks ago, but you still might see some heavy

Jared H

d Herbert farms a lot of ground that drains into Silver Lake, only a few miles awa

To help ke ; §
p keep the water clean, he's putting in something a little different: a bio-reactor

"It's a bi g tre ch tha

a ,( t's filled up wit wood ch a e g g

) ps d tile drainage water runs through," saic
Herbert at takes the nit ogen out o e water and turns itinto a gas ‘

H .
e no-tills all of his land and he even plants something a little extra

"By next springs, by the tim
3 e we plant, it'll just loo
pointing to growing cover crops in one of Hls fteid: R R e

He has b
een planting cereal Rye and tillage radish seed as cover crops for a few yea
Herbert e E £
even plants around five acres of food plots, forage for deer and other wildlife
And acc
ording to him, leaving crops in the field isn't as expensive as you might think
I

You st et aybeala t
g 0 a third Cc
of the crop off it, so there's still so e salvage value to it

es one er us y g g
H ne farm ng man etho
n hods of conservation, farmi he land and 10p to make i

yOUk Ow Of any farme ou t kwoudbegeal ere on "Proud to be a Hometow
Sy
Farme please email Jake at jhelle @S ouxlandnews.com

Lake. Zebra mussels
haven't established 2
population there, but the
biologist says that body
of water 1s In extreme
danger forcontamination
because of its proximity
to the Okoboji lakes.

“Inspection cfforts
are continuing on
hundreds of boat hoists
and should pmvldc
additional information
on the extent of the
infestation within the
lowa Great Lakes,” he
said, in a statement from
the DNR.

As the infestation
develops 1t will be
important for boaters to
clean, drain and dry their
boats and equipment
before moving from
the Iowa Great Lakes
to other bodies of
water, according to the
DNR. Boaters are legally
required to remove all
invasive Species and to
drain all water from boats
and equipment before
leaving 2 waterbody.
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WG CHEERLEADERS

continued from page 1A
zeal in promoting the lowa
Great Lakes Area;

* A person who is
enthusiastic about what the
campus has to offer and
who has a deep love and
concern for its history and
future development;

* A person who has
spirit and devotion and
who goes above and
beyond the call of duty to
encourage creative talents
in its students;

* A person who is
concerned about creating
a cheerful and pleasant
atmosphere for visitors and
ZUests to our campus.

The cheerleaders were
sclected by vote at the
most recent Winter Games
planning meeting Thursday,
Jan, 9 at Hedberg Theatre.

“I think it’s a great group
of people)” said U of
Winter Games co-chair
Jeremy Morrison. “Its a
good mix from across the
community, they are all
very well-deserving,

The 2014 University of
Okoboji Cheetleaders are:

JENNIFER
GUSTAFSON
Jennifer Gustafson is
deeply involved in the Iowa
Great Lakes community.
Gustafson  has  been
continued to be a drving
force behind the Blue
Zones project as well as a
key part in recruiting new
medical professionals to
the area as an employee of
Lakes Regional Healthcare.

Gustafson has spent
many years chairing the
U of O Winter Games

5K/10K road race

and has served as an
“unofficial” cheetleader for
the community for years.
Jen resides in Spint Lake
with her children, Drew
and Meredith.

LISSA POTTER
Area artist and
businesswoman Lissa

Potter has been an active
member of lowa Great
Lakes community as owner
and operator of Kurio

Kastle Portery Painting
Palace in Arnolds Park.
Many of residents

remember Potter from her
days at the Pearson Lakes
Art Center. In

addition to Kurio
Kastle, Potter is also
employed by the Iowa
Great Lakes Association
and the Dickinson County
Taxpayer’s Association.

This talented artst
has touched the lives
of thousands with her
creativity and fun-loving
spint. Potter is an Arnolds
Park resident and avid
fisher woman.

SCOTT PYLE

Scott Pyle has helped
create lasting memories for
thousands upon thousands
of people each and every
year for the past 11 years
as General Manager of the
Arnolds Park Amusement
Park. Pyle’s passion for the
Park shows in the capital
improvements, enhanced
entertainment and overall
success of the northwest
Towa treasure.

Pyleassistswithnumerous
activiies and is always
willing and able to help
with community projects.
An avid outdoorsman,
Pyle is a member of
Ducks Unlimited and is a
champion for the natural
resources in northwest
lowa.

Pyle shares his love of
the Park and the lowa
Great Lakes with his two
fun and life-loving sons,
Tyler and Ryan and wife,
Stacy.

BRIAN RICHTER

Many residents know
Brian Richter as a smiling
face at the Three Sons,
and many more know
him due to his community
involvement. Richter is
an Okoboji Elementary
mentor,  assists  with
youth basketball skill
development and  has
coached Okoboji boys
High School basketball.

Richter is a member of
St. Joseph Catholic Church
and a board member
of Lakeside Lab. This
Milford resident also helps
coordinate the U of O
Tennis Tournament and
assists with the marathon,
soccer tournament as well
as any other U of O event
that requires his time and
talent.

GARY ROSEMORE

Volunteer extraordinaire,
Gary Rosemore dedicated
his spare time to varous
activities throughout the
Iowa Great Lakes. An
Iowa Navy Commodore,
Rosemore is a regular
volunteer at Business After
5 and nbbon cuttings for
The Chamber. An avid
baseball fan, Rosemore
volunteered for Legion

Baseball for seven years,
two of them as State
Commissioner. He also
delivers Meals on Wheels
and groceries to the clderly
in the community.

This outgoing and
charismatic Spirit Lake
resident is married to Linda
and proud

father to John and Stacy.

TERRY VELDMAN

Owner of the Spint
Lake Pizza Ranch, Terry
Veldman has been involved
in numerous

community  activities
for years. A former
Chairperson  of  the
University of  Okoboji
Winter Games, Veldman
has unofficially served as
cheetleader for decades. He
sponsors a broomball team
and two bean bag teams
during the Winter Games!
Veldman supports all area
youth sports through
the Pizza Ranch and is a
member of the Spint Lake
Noon Kiwanis, Ducks
Unlimited and Pheasants
Forever. Terry and his wife
Stephanic are the proud
parents of three daughters
and reside in Spirit Lake.

JOHN WILLS

John Wills works tirelessly
to protect the area’s
precious natural resources
as the Clean Water Alliance
Coordinator. This Spirit
Lake resident serves our
nation as a member of the
Army National Guard and
is a member of the John W.
Kidd VFW Post, Friends
of Lakeside Lab, Pheasants
Forever and the Okoboji
Protective Association.

Rain gardens throughout
the Towa Great Lakes are
the result of Wills' hard
work, dedication and
passion for water quality.

CHRIS YUNGBLUTH

An Okoboji resident,
Chris Yungbluth is Fire
Chief for the Arnolds
Park/Okoboiji Fire
& Rescue as well as
Ambulance Supervisor at
Lakes Regional Healthcare.
A prominent figure in the
community, Yungbluth and
fellow firefighters volunteer
their time, leave their family
in times of need and put
their lives on the line to
keep residents safe.

Yungbluth, his wife
and two young daughters
volunteer with all APO
Fire & Rescue

events. And you'll be sure

to see him at the Winter
Games Polar Plunge, an
annual fundraiser for his
department.

An astounding 29
members of the lowa Great
Lakes were nominated to
become Winter Games
Cheerleaders.

“It was definitely hard
to chose 8 out of the 29
nominated and I think
that shows quite a bit for
those that were chosen,”

Morrison said.

At the cheerleader dinner,
cach member selected
the letter of Okoboji that
they will represent for the
next week and a half. They
must also come up with an
original cheer together.

“Friday morning (Jan.
24) the cheerleaders will
begin at the Dry Dock
and then they will go on
to the chili feed later that
night,” Morrison said. “On
Saturday they will bounce
around the different events.
They will also get up on

stage at the Winter Games
Extravaganza and do their
cheer that they created.”

The 34th editon of the
Winter Games seems to be
on track for the weekend
just 2 week and a half a
way.

“Things are going well,”
Morrison said. “We would
love some more snow
though. The ice is plenty
thick and everything is
going on as usual. All the
sponsors have helped lining
up the events. We are going
to have a lot of fun.”

SPIRIT TIME Qsbsis

WG 34 cheerleaders
announced, event nears

BY BRANDON HURLEY
STAFF WRITER

The newest batch of U of O
Winter Games cheerleaders have
begun working on their chants in
preparation for the popular 34th
edition winter festival Jan. 24-26,

The eight cheerleaders were

P

Winter
nominees

introduced at a dinner Tuesday

night (Jan. 14) at the Pearson
Lakes Art Center.

The annual
cheerleaders

selection  of
acknowledges

.

help the Iowa Great Lakes thrive.
Cheerleaders are known to offer
their support and helping hand
on a daily basis and will attend
many of the weekend’s events as
ambassadors for the games.
Games
must
following requirements:

cheerleader
meet  the

* A person with a ready smile,

a cheerful disposition and a

community members who are t.hC

“unsung heroes” and continue to

t

generous heart;
* A person with a passionate

WG CHEERLEADERS

continued on page 3A
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More than 2,800 acres
of lowa land with an
estimated value of more
than $6 million was

permanc ntly p[-x!c(u‘d

through many donations
for conservaton The
donors associated with the
20 donations of land orland
will be recognized

ceremony at the

value
during
State Capitol

The ceremony 15
March 11,
from 11 am. to 1 pm, In
Dining Room
State Capitol,

scheduled on

Legislatye
15, at th
in Des Moines. lowa Gov
Terry Branstad is sche duled
to attend. Landowners
who are in attendance will

be honored individually for
their donation

The Gift to lowa’s Future
recognition celebrates
‘m‘l‘ honors individuals
and cofporations who
have donated land or a
conservation easement to
benefit Iowa’s pnrk~. trails,
fish and wildlife habitat,
natural areas, open Spaces
and public recreation areas
for other public uses and
benefits.

« The Hunt Family, LLC,
of Mason City, donated
a T4-acre conservaton
casement adjacent  tO
I\'cnlcwnrHug\h.\ck
Wildlife Management Area
in Dickinson County to

onored for la

the Towa Natural Heritage
Foundation.

A high quality remnant
prairie on the propetty 1S
home to important plant
species, including small
white lady’s slipper, westetn
prairie fringed ()rd\ld and
small fringed gentian.

« E.W.and Delores Maser,
of Le Mars, donated a one-
acre pclm‘\ncm casement
to the lowa Department
of Natural Resources to
facilitate the construction
1){ a water (Ul](ﬁ)l structure
at Hottes Lake to manage

aquatic vegetation and
rough fish.
+ Michael and Linda

Knudtson of Milford made

Sports Cl

As a part of Dickinson County for
70 years, the Dickinson Soil & Water

the public about a connection to natural
resources.

The National
Conservation

Association  of
Districts (NACD) cel-
cbrated the 59th year of Stewardship
week April 27-May 4, 2014. The 2014
Stewardship Week was themed, “DIG
DEEPER: Mysteries in the soil.”

“Soil is an essential natural resource
that all of us depend on each and every
day,” says NACD President Earl Garber.
“The Dust Bowl of the 1930s showed
our naton the importance of conserva
ton practices. Farmers and ranchers who
have experienced recent droughts know
ll‘l,’" conscervation pr‘JCUC(‘\ arc (n“’:al n
helping their soil endure, even in the most
challenging weather events. Your local
conservation district is working with local
landowners to assist in a variety of proj-

| ects and outreach to improve soil health

both now and in the long-term.

To find out more about the soil types in
your community, visit http://websoilsur-
veysc.egovusda.gov. You can also down-

nd donations

a bargain sale of 35 acres
in Dickinson County 10O
the lowa Natural Hertage
Foundation.

Mill Creek flows through
the property and eventually
into the Little Sioux River.
The Dickinson County
Conservation Board has
a long-term wvision of
developing a water
along Mill Creek

Dickinson
Pheasants Forever
has worked with the
Knudtsons to plant shrubs
and improve pheasant
habitat. The
will eventually
o the Dickinson County
Conservation Board.

trail

County

pnlprﬂ\‘
transfer

B Additional information
about the “DIG DEEPER:
Mysteries in the solil”
program and other natural
resource education
materials is available on
the NACD website at www.
nacdnet.org/education.

load an app for your smart devices called
“soilweb™ developed by the California
Soil Resource lab in collaboration with the
USDA Natural

Service.

Dickinson Soil & Water Conservation
District is a member of NACD which
oversees the Stewardship Week program.
Stewardship Week is one of the largest
national annual programs to promote con-
servation. NACD represents the nation’s
3,000 conservation districts, which were
established to encourage resource conser-
vation across IhC :numry.

Resource Conservation




Dickinson Supervisors Set Wheels In Motion For Major Project To Cle;
3/12/2014

DICKINSON SUPERVISORS SET WHEELS IN MOTION FOR
MAJOR PROJECT TO CLEAN UP SILVER LAKE

Tue 3-11-2014 (Spirit Lake)-- The Dickinson county board of supervisors today (Tues.) set the wheels in
motion for a long-term project to improve water quality in Silver Lake at Lake Park. The supervisors voted
unanimously 1o approve a resolution authorizing Board Chairman David Gottsche to sign a drainage
petition that will allow an engineering study to proceed on proposed improvements to a drainage district in
Dickinson and Osceola counties that outlets into the Trapper's Bay area of Silver Lake. Supervisor Paul
Johnson says the project is vital to the future of both Silver Lake and the city of Lake Park_. (click here for
comment ) “If you've been over (o that area in the summer months and monitored it over the years it's
progressively getting worse. It's not going fo get better. And the option of doing nothing spells disaster for
Lake Park because the smeil. the living conditions, the overall health of the area will be severely
compromised II's a universal agreement amongst the hydrologists, the DNR people and the engineer will
look at the problem caused by the ditch itself. So we're faced then with how do we solve this problem, and
the answer is the first step is to get an engineering study.*

The cos! of that study Is not to exceed $26,000, with the cost being divided evenly between the county
and the city of Lake Park. Johnson says the study will be intense and will take several months to
complete. . (click here for comment ) "We don't expect that to be reported on until another meeting at the
board of supervisors in July or August of this year. At that time the supervisors will have the choice of
what to do. They will have three options: option number one is to do nothing, and as | stated earfier that
would lead to disaster. Option number two is to accept the study and put it out for bid. That would be very,
very costly. Option number three is (o accept the study but delay taking action to buy us time and use the
study as a tool to gain and recruit support from other sources of funding. from the state, from the federal
govermnment. from the DNR, from other associations, all of whom are concemed about the preservation
and improving of Silver Lake.*

Lake Park Mayor John Engel described the action taken by the board of supervisors allowing the study to
proceed as being "historic”.  (click here for comment ) “We're not going lo get a big diamond lake like you .
got over here. But we do have a nice lake and a lot of people use it to fish. Last year they wouldnt even
fish in It or eat fish out of it. So, the old cliche, | want to thank from the bottom of my heart. and | mean
that *

Officials say that while other water quality projects have already been completed in the Silver Lake
walershed, that this one is especially important
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Seet.
Hagie Mfg. honors 88 lowa Farm

Environmental Leader Award recipients

Over 88 Jowa farm
families, named lowa Farm
Environmental Leader award
recipients, were honored
at a special recognition
luncheon hosted by Hagie
Manufacturing at the lowa
State Fair on Wednesday,
Aug, 13

The list includes the Scott
and Jan Mitchell family of
Lake Park.

Special guest speakers at
the recognition luncheon
included Governor Terry
Branstad, lowa Secretary
of Agrculture Bill Northey,
lowa Department of Natural
Resources Director Chuck
Gipp, and Alan Hagie,
President & CEO of Hagie
Manufactuning, The featured
keynote speaker of the
event was lowa farmer, Tim
Recker, whom has served
as State President for the
Land Improvement
Contractors Association and
a past president of the Towa
Corn Growers Association.

In 2014, The Jowa Land
Improvement Contractors
Associaion was the first
association to be named a
recipient of the Iowa Farm
Environmental
award

lowa

Leader

“Over the years, growers
experts in
above the soil technologies
in effort to achieve optimal
yields” Recker said. “Now
ume

have become

is the for educaton
and implementation of best
practices below the soil to

nam

The lowa Farm
Environmental Leader award
1s a joint effort between the
governor, lowa Department
of Agriculture and Land
Stewardship, and Towa
Department  of Natural
Resources to recognize the
cfforts of farmers
as environmental leaders
committed to healthy soils
and improved water quality.
It secks to recognize the
exemplary voluntary actions
of farmers

that improve or protect
the environment and natural
resources of our state while

lowa’s

also  encouraging other
farmers to follow in their
footsteps by building success
upon success

“I have a huge passion for
farming and can't imagine
trying to provide agricultural

innovative solutions without

el o 3
“‘;'“;u ‘m“'\",,“lm“m farm having a strong connection
oduc L ‘. ” AL
F ! to the farm,” Alan Hagie said
Ll o2 e S A
 —

“Our purpose in creating
innovative solutions is to
help our customers grow and
boost their profitability, while
also enabling them to be
better stewards of the land.”

In its third year for
the program, Governor
Branstad, Bill Northey and
Chuck Gipp prescoted the
lowa Farm Environmental
Awards to the 88
Iowa farm familics during
a ceremony that took place
pror to the Recognition
Luncheon. All
were chosen by a sclection
group representng
conservatuon .lnd Lﬂ:ﬂl'llln.ll’.‘l.l
groups. To date, over 200
awards have been presented
to lowa farm families that
are leading the way in
proactive implementation of
environmental stewardship.
Manufacturing
Company, located in Clarion,

Leader

winners

both

Hagice

optmizes 1ts  customers

ed IGL ~ >

watershed coordinator

Dickinson Soil and Water

2014 to work

Sholly said he is excited to

Conservation District
(SWCD) recently announced
Jim Sholly as the watershed
coordinator for the Iowa
Great Lakes. A native of
Spencer, Sholly earned his
bachelor’s degree in wetlands
ecology from Bemidji State
University before joining
the Towa DNR in 2007.
After three years with the
fisheries  bureau, Sholly
moved to South Dakota
State University to pursue a
graduate degree in natural
resource management.

Returning to lowa in Apnil

alongside
I o w 2

DNR as an
il AmeriCorps
1 i member with
JIM SHOLLY  the fisheries
management

and  research

Sholly joined the SWCD in
October. Partnering with the
many stakeholders within
the watershed, the district
will work with both rural
and urban communitics to
improve water quality and
reduce sediment and excess
nutrients reaching the lakes

be back in northwest lowa
and working to protect those
natural resources that he and
so many others enjoy and
depend on every day. With a
wide range of water quality
improvement practices
offered through this project
for both rural and urban
areas, improvements can be
made in almost any setung,

No practice or change
in behavior is too small to
improve water quality in our
lakes, For more information
contact Sholly at 712-336
3782 ext 3

PHOTO SUBMITTED

growth by providing the most
innovatve C[()P PI'U[L’C”UH
solutions in the agriculture
industry. After introducing
the world’s first self-propelled
sprayer in 1947, Hagie
Manufacturing ( “ompany has
continued to be a pioneer in
the industry with innovations
such as front-mounted
booms, hydrostatic drives
and hydraulically-adjustable
booms A foundation
with built
('"]Pl()yftﬂ‘ customers .iﬂd

values around
mnovauon ”]\Plfl‘\ ,\U\(JI“L'd
Hagie
Manufacturing is committed
to providing state-of-the-art
crop protection solutions
while delivering a superior
customer experience, yet
continuing to build on family
owned traditions and values.

For more

growth and success

information
about Hagie Manufacturing
Company, visit www.hagie.
com

Clean Water *%on

Alliance

educational
meeting planned

The Dickinson County
Clean Water Alliance will
host an educational meet-
ing Oct. 22 to teach resi-
dents about Iowa’s Water
and Land Legacy and
efforts to fund a state trust
fund devoted to natural
resources and outdoor rec-
reation, which Iowa voters
overwhelming approved in
2010.

The meeting will take
pm. at the
Dickinson County Expo
Building in Spirit Lake. The
Clean Water Alliance coor-
dinates the
efforts for more than 80
partners in  Dickinson
County

“Because of
(IJ”( l‘mluml water resourc-
es, Dickinson County
particularly
interested in learning about

place at 7

clean water

our abun-

lowans are

ways to conserve the lakes,
rivers and streams that are
important to
my and our way of life,”
said John Wills, Dickinson

our ¢cono-

County Clean  Water
Alliance Coordinator
The event is open to

members of the public
who are interested in clean
water and conserving nat-
ural resources. For more
information on attending,
contact John at 712-336
3782 ext 3

Mike Shannon of Ducks
Unlimited will be in atten-

dance to describe IWILL’s

efforts and the strategy
to fund the trust fund.
Established by Iowa vot-
ers in 2010, the trust fund
would help 'pay for numer-
ous water quality efforts
around the state, including
lake restoration, as well as
other natural resources and
outdoor recreation initia-
tves. Ducks Unlimited is
one of the organizations
leading IWILL’s efforts to
fund the trust fund.

“The Iowa Great Lakes
region and Dickinson
County would see numer-
ous benefits if efforts are
successful to fund the trust
fund,” Shannon said. “We
encourage members = of
the community to come
to the meeting to learn
more about the goals of
Water and Land
Legacy and how they can
get involved.”

Iowa’s Water and Land
Legacy (IWILL) is a coali-
tion of organizations,
agencies, and individuals
working together to fund
the Natural Resources and
Outdoor Recreation Trust
Fund. The trust fund will
provide a permanent,
constitutionally protected
funding source for con-
serving enhancing
water quality, agricultural
soils, and natural areas in
the state, including fish and
wildlife habitat, parks, and
trails.

lowa’s

and



B THE ART OF FALCONRY

Sixth grade students had the chance to learn about an
interesting sport on Thursday

Dr. Ross Dirks, a local falconer, held a presentation on falconry
at Kettleson Hogsback

Falconry has been around for a long time,” said Dr. Ross

Dirks, “In different times of history falcons have been very
popular.®

Dirks brought with him a young peregrine falcon to show off to
the anxious students. He said falcons have been used to hunt
game for centuries, as a type of sport. Peregrine falcons are
generally frightened by humans which leads to very few attacks.
Some falcons build nests on skyscrapers In large cities

Dirks displayed the bird for several minutes and took questions
from the interested crowd. Falcons typically eat once a day, often
eating prey that is twice their body weight.

S xh gradérs part c‘ipate
in outdoor classroom




BY BRANDON HURLEY
STAFF WRITER

ixth grade students from

Okoboji, Spirit Lake and

Harris-Lake Park were able

to escape the four walls of
the classroom Thursday, Sept. 4 for an
interesting day of learning.

Falconry, water safety, dog training,
wetlands and nature hikes were the
subjects of discussion for the 36th
edition of the outdoor classroom
at Kettleson Hogsback. The day
is sponsored by the soil and water
district and the Jowa DNR. Kettleson
Hogsback is located off of M-49 north
of Spirit Lake.

“The outdoor classroom is
sponsored by the Dickinson Soil and
Water Conversation Commissioners,”
said Maxine Butler, state secretary
with DSWCD who helps organize the

.

event. “We've been doing it for quite
awhile. The main idea is to talk to the
kids about the natural resources and
things that are available to them here
in this county.”

Butler has helped coordinate the
event for the past 16 years.

“We like to do a mixture of things,”
she said. “We try to do some fun things
and stuff that teaches them about the
outdoors.”

The group of 178 kids were treated
to lessons on proper use of a life
jacket, the importance of wetlands to
the local ecosystem, how to properly
train a dog, the value of agriculture
and the art of falconry. Groups of 25
kids started the day at 9:30 a.m., rotating
through the eight different statons.
Officials from the Iowa DNR, Charles
Vigdal with the nature center and Dr.
Ross Dirks and his falcon were some
of the guest presenters for the day. A

| LETTERS TO THE EDITOR| -

The publisher does not necessarily share the views opinions stated
in the “Letters to the Editor" published in The Lakes News Shopper.

To The Editor:

majority of the presenters are the same
from year to year, along with the same
basic annual concept, Butler said.

“I love being out here during the
day, it’s great fun,” Butler said. “What
a wonderful opportunity to get out of
the office and experience sunshine and
fresh air.”

The day isn’t just a learning
opportunity either — it’s a chance to
show area students what Dickinson
County has to offer.

“l think a lot of our kids don't
know this is here,” she said, “Kettleson-
Hogsback is open to the public and
anyone can walk the trails. They can
come out here and enjoy nature.

“I don't think we do enough stuff
outdoors in school as we did when I was
a youngster,” Butler added. “It’s a great
opportunity for them. The kids are
usually very interested, they do a great
job and are very attentive.”

HIISRFENT S TRTRENSEEY N ARSI RET S T Y o URNEE TR
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The outdoor classroom is nearng
it’s 40th year and Butler believes that
continued successisdue to overwhelming
local support.

“Obviously we've had great support
from the school districts” she said.
“Without them we wouldn’t be doing
this. Their participation is what keeps it
going, The DNR is very helpful too and
they lend us the area for the day”

Butler hopes the students don’t view
the “field trip” as just another day at
school. She is confident they were able
to learn outside the four walls of an
indoor classroom.

“At the end of the day, I hope the
students have a better appreciation for
the natural resources that are around
them,” Butler said. “And the waterfowl
in the area that they can find outabout. I
hope they have a better appreciation for
doing something outside. Sometimes it’s
good to be outside and just enjoy.”

"Why use cover

crops in

crop

rotations?

BY JOHN H. WILLS
CLEAN WATER ALLIANCE

The following web-

The following was an open letter to lowa Secretary of
Agriculture, Bill Northey on April 8, 2015
Hi Bill,
I know that you are concerned with improving lowa water
| quality and demonstrating that lowa farmers can do this by
adapting new methods to limit soil and nutrient losses. On my
farm | have had the opportunity to improve soil, water, and
natural habitat through cooperative NRCS (EQIP), IADNR.
FSA(CRP) and FWS (Partners) programs. Granted this is not a
typical lowa farm, however we still maintain a grazine program
while focusing on restoration of native habitats and species
My problem is NFP has proposed a 4400 hd hog confinement
(sec31, Emmet, Emmet) about 1/2 mile south of my location
T'he MMP proposés about 5000gal per acre of hog manure an-
nually spread over approximately 200 acres dlreclIS south of my
farm. NFP is a Minnesota based corporate operation and really
tdoesn't have a long term commitment to the citizens of Towa.
T'hey use custom farmers, which would seem to be not what the
typical lowa farmer is all about. It's very frustrating to me to
watch this process unfold and be seemingly put "on hold" when
trying to challenge whether this operation is really in the best
linterest of the residents of lowa, Of particular concern to me
is the excess N & P that I will be receiving from this operation
The reaction I get from IADNR regulators is we are w illing to
accept the excess N & P because the law allows. I feel that ;nu
believe, as I do, that we need less N & P moving off our farms,
not more, No wonder DMWW files suit when confronted by
nobody seemingly wanting to address the real problems 3
Gordon Garrison
| Estherville, lowa

COORDINATOR
Crep Producticsm

involves many practic-
es that compromise soil
health, and therefore limit
productvity. lowa soils are
more forgiving of such
practices than many other
regions of the country.
Many area farmers are
looking at ways to improve
their soil health to protect
their productivity and to
maintain the health of
their soil. Some of the
management goals for
which farmers use cover
crops include:
* Suppressing weeds
* Protecting soil from rain
or runoff
* Improving soil aggre-
gate stability
* Reducing surface crust-
ing
* Adding active organic
matter to soil
* Breaking hardpan
* Fixing nitrogen
* Scavenging soll nitrogen
* Suppressing soil diseases
and pests

site is part of a project
that cnables growers to
use. a-brewdererangesofes
covcr-cr;l-::.s to imp}?)vc
soil health by biological
means. It will complement
the chemical (fungicide)
and physical (tillage) meth-
ods that are being used by
fellow farmers and gar-
deners. The goal of using
cover crops in lowa is to
provide a key component
of an integrated manage-
ment recommendation for
gf()\\'t‘f&.

A website with many
recommendations  and
ideas is located at: http://
www.mccc.msu.edu/
states/lowa_ccactivities.
html#USDAARSNSTL
and will be available to
provide information in
your farming and garden-
ing. If you have questions
or thoughts about cover
crops, please contact your
local USDA office to seck
guidance and potential
cost share assistance to
help with the establish-
ment of the programs.

2015
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Legislators host constituents,
discuss water quallty

Sen. Dave Johnson
(R-Ocheyedan) and
Rep. John Wills
(R-Splrit Lake)
met with Derek
Namanny and Jim
Sholly from Spirit
Lake at the Capitol
this week. Derek
and Jim visited the
Statehouse to dis-
cuss water quality
issues with legis-
lators. Pictured
are Jim Sholly,
Sen. Johnson, Rep.
Wills, and Derek
Namanny.

DNR: lowans create water quality success

The efforts of lowans
in 2014 to improve lowa’s
lakes, nivers and streams
have resulted in success
stories across the state and
more c¢fforts are underway
for 2015. Working with
groups statewide, including
the Iowa DNR's Watershed
Improvement
lowans are making changes

Program,

on the land to improve our
waters

‘What we each do
individually on our land,
whether it's an urban yard
or a farm field, has an
impact on water quality
but when we come together
as local groups and think
strategically, we can make
a big impact” said DNR
Director Chuck Gipp. “This

approach benefits not only
water quality, but lowa
communities, as improved
water quality often results in

a better quality of life. Great
fishing and hunting creates
tourism, kids have cleaner
water to I\l.]\ .ln\l swim In,
and improvements can help
drinking water.”

The DNR works with
other state and federal
agencies to help lowans
organize local and regional
watershed  improvement
cfforts by providing
technical and financial
assistance to create long
term, comprehensive plans
With watershed management
plans, local groups work with
landowners and residents tc
make changes on the land
in areas that can make the
largest impact on water
quality

For example, the cackle of
pheasants has returned along
the north and west sides of
Okoboji View Golf Course
in Spint Lake after a major

watershed  improyement
project created wetlands and
native prairic on 350 acres
The 1,700 acres of land that
flow through the project site
were identified as a major
contributor of silt to West
Okoboji Lake, sending an
estimated 480 tons to the
lake with each 2-inch rain
“Thiswasatargeted project
in a targeted watershed and
we knew collectively there
yere serious issues here)

said Chris LaRue, DNR

wildlife biologist
The arca became
attractive to wildlife almost

Wetlands

planted in rye provided food

immediately

and cover for ducks, and
the native prairic 1s home to
pheasants, doves and many
diverse species of birds.
Part of the project

included restoring two

s on the golf

course, One of the wetlands
climinated an area on the
goll course that was a bit of
an eyesore and often too wet
“l can't recall any negative
comments, other than one
or two holes are more
difficult,” said Curt Schnell,
who owns the course with
his brothers Dan and Steve
‘It’s been real positive.”

I'he Jlowa Great Lakes
story, as well as other success
stories from 2014, are
highlighted in “Working for
Clean Water: 2014 Watershed
Improvement Successes in
Towa,” a booklet available at
www.iowadnr.gov

For more information
on the DNR’s watershed
improyement efforts,
contact Steve Hopkins at
515-725-8390 or at Stephen
Hopkins@dnr.iowa.goy
or visithttp://watershed
iowadnr.gov.

LEGISLATORS HOST CONSTITUENTS

Reps. John Wills (R-Spirit
Lake) and Megan Jones
(R-Sioux Rapids) met
with members of the lowa
Department of Agriculture
and Land Stewardship
and the lowa Great Lakes
Watershed Project at the
Capitol this week. Jennifer
Welch from Woodward and
Derek Namanny and Jim
Sholly from Spirit Lake visit-
ed the Statehouse to attend
the lowa Conservation
Partnership Day on the Hill.
Pictured are Rep. Wills, Jim
Sholly, Jennifer Welch, Derek
Namanny, and Rep. Jones.

Students,
teachers
learn
‘through
‘outdoor
classroom

BY BRANDON HURLEY
STAFF WRITER

It wasn't exactly a field trip but
it may have felt like one for local
sixth graders.

Their lessons were taught
outside for the day, at the
Kettleson-Hogsback ~ Wildlife
Management Arca.

The 37th’ annual Outdoor
Classroom took place Thursday,
Sept. 10 at the DNR owned land
The event was sponsored by the
Dickinson Soil and Conservation
Commissioners with a goal to

| get students out in nature and
expenience what Dickinson County
has to offer.

“We want the kids (to have) an
increased understanding of the
environment and the world that
we live in”" said Dickinson Soil
and Water Conservation District
state secretary Maxine Butler, who
coordinates the event cach year.

One-hundred eighty-six students
from Harns-Lake Park, Okoboji and
Spiat Lake attended the outdoor
program, learning about anything
from wedands and soil health to
grasslands and local wildlife. The
setting plays a big role in the
annual program as well. Keteson-
Hogsback is located near county
road M-49, which is a few miles
north of Spint Lake

“A lot of kids, and 1 was just as
guilty of it living here for 25 or so

4-lb-15
OUTDOOR CLASSROOM

continued on page 2A




USDA's Natural Resources
Conservation dervice
NRCS) is seeking additional
ipplications from landown-
in Iowa’s praitie pothole
ion to implement con
n practices that help
protect grasslands and wet-

for improved wildlife

habitat

NRCS 1s commitung up
to $35 million from 2014-16
the Prairie Pothole region,
includes north cen-
Prairie Pothole
farmers in Iowa have untl
to sign up for the
project in their local NRCS
thice to priorty

which

tral lowa

Apt

receive
funding

A combination of pro-

T fferings and partner
hips will Pr..udf farmers
access to a mix of techni

cal and financial assistance

pPportunitic 0 restore

wetlands and grasslands

help miogate a recent

1ional rend of conversion

f these lands to crops
T'he

region

prairic  pothole

includes much of
north central lowa as well as
parts of Minnesota, North
ind South Dakota, and
Montana. The area provides
critical breeding and nest
ng habitat for more than
60 percent of the nation’s

tory waterfowl

I'he region provides vital

Adcl 206

USDA seeking Prairie Pothole

conservation applications

Legens
1 P8 Foliuots Raggon

water reduce
flooding and improve water
quality, and has tremendous
potential to store carbon in

which

storage to

soils and biomass,
reduces the level of carbon
dioxide in the atmosphere,
one of the leading green
house gases contributing to
climate change

Project funding will be
through the

Quality

distributed
Environmental
Incentives Program (EQIP),
*the agency’s largest conser
vation program, which will
help producers with expir
ing Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) contracts
keep their lands as work

-

ing grasslands or haylands

through = implementation

of prescribed grazing and
prac

other conservation

uces.

For
about
ViIsit
office

site.

Prairie Pothole Wetland and Grassland Retention Projec
lowa, Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota and Montana

more information
these opportunities,
a local NRCS field
or the NRCS web-

DCN
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- City of Spirit Lake earns 2015

lowa Stormwater Award

In 2012, the city

of

Spint Lake hired engineer

Brad Beck

Engineenng

with
Inc

measures o Improve

Beck
to plan

storm sewer system  that
was overtaxed. At the same
ume, they asked Beck to

try and reduce the quantity

of water and

10 1mprove

the quality of water that

reaches Center Lake

Center Lake T alh
system  that  typically
has tremendous alpae
blooms. The 20 LID

Practuces designed by Beck

Engineering were found
to be quite costly with an
estimate of over $1 million,
but the city moved ahead

—

with the process regardless
and forged a partnership t«
This
rd

of the physical portion of

accomplish this task

project treats a full on

the watershed of Center

Lake and stops over

pounds of phosphorou
from entening the lake each
ycar

T'he projectwascon
in 2014
bio-retention

1
swales

and included 14
cells, 6 bio
one pocket wetland,

and one permeable

ection T'he pro

took a large amount of
coordination, cooperation
from the public and
cooperation from  the
various entitics who were

involved

I'he project was
constructed in the city
f Spirit Lake right-of

way, lowa Department of
Iransportation right-of-way
and on private property

I'he low-impact
development practices
capture, cool, filter and
treat storm  water runoft

from a largely impervious

watershed and  helps

to restore the wurban

landscape to its previous
pervious condition before
Project

partners include many local

development

property owners for the

land and the

donation of

Lakes Regional Hospital,

these
their
addition and renovation.

who built a lot of

practices as part of
of
ediment, anti-freeze, oils

A large amount

and other contaminants

that used to flow directly

into the lake are now
filtered and treated by
these practices prior to

entering the lake. The city
of Spirit Lake has been,
and continues to prove that
they are, a state-wide ieader
in urban conservation
the
environment. This project

lake

improves the quality

and protecting
and
of
life in and around Center

protects a

Lake
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Area hosts we Pedal Clean
Water bike ride event

When a raindrop falls
in the Towa Great Lakes
region, it can take many
paths before entering one
of the lakes.

T'he path that water takes
throughout the Towa Great
Lakes watershed impacts
water quality, and the public
can make a difference 1n
that process.

Take part in the We
Pedal Clean Water bike
ride Saturday, June 13,
and learn about how local
people and organizations
are making a difference in
water quality.

Register 7:30-9 a.m. at the
Dickinson County Nature
Center in Okoboji and
head out on the nide 8 a.m.-
noon. The approximately
20-mile ride around West
Lake Okoboji will include
several stops:

. Drainage District No.
22: What is a watershed?

2. Historic Arnolds Park:
How pervious pavers filter
water.

). Milford Municipal
Utlity shoreline: The role

«» community

Little Swan Lake restoration
project open house

native vegetation plays in
stabilizing shorelincs.

4. West O Beer:
Sustainable water use.

5. Garlock Slough
wetland complex:
Wetland Restoration &
Enhancement programs.
6. Emerson Bay State
Park: Soil health.

7. Towa Lakeside Lab:
Water quality research and
monitoring.

8. Okoboji View

Golf Course: Wetland
restoration project.

9. Monarch Cove: How
bio-cells function.

“The educational stops
along the route highlight
efforts being made to
protect water quality in
the Iowa Great Lakes)”
said lowa Great Lakes
watershed  coordinator
Jim Sholly. “Many of the
practices showcased during
the event could be included
into everyone’s home
landscaping plans.”

The Dickinson County
Conservation Board and
Dickinson County Soil

The lowa Department of Natural extremely important

Resources, Ducks Unlimited, : Y,
| ) L ng wi OVIC cals
members of the Dickinson County County. When healthy, Little Swan This meeting will provide loc
Clean Water Alliance invite the public
to a short presentation and open house wildlife habitat, and

from 6:30 - 8 p.m Tuesday, Aug, 25 at  before it reaches the West Fork of the more abou

and located on the east side

Little Swan Lake Winery on the south Des Moines River

Lake is an important fishery, provides  opportu

i

& Water Conservation
District are pleased to
partner with Historic
Arnolds Park’s 125th
anniversary celebration for
the We Pedal Clean Water
ride June 13

“We're very excited the
bike ride has continued
for the second year and
has even grown in its
scope,” said  Karess
Knudtson, Dickinson
County Conservation
environmental education
coordinator.

“This  family-friendly
event serves to commend
residents of the Jowa
Great Lakes who have
come together to promote
responsible and sustainable
water quality initiatives,”
Sholly said. “Novice and
seasoned rders alike will
enjoy the trip around West
Okoboji designed to offer
a little education along the
way.”

Water, donated by West
O Beer, will be provided
at each station, and
bathrooms will be available
at several stops.

water body

Dickinson

filters water crteria«

Pre-register for the
event at www.dickinson-
countynaturecenter.com/
event-registration.  Pre-
registration that includes
a commemorative T-shirt
is $10; pre-registration is
also available for free for
those who do not want a
shirt. Those who register
the morning of the nde
will not pay a registration
fee but will not receive a
T-shirt.

The event will conclude
at the Dickinson County
Nature Center in Okoboji,
where riders will have an
opportunity to talk with
local conservation profes-
sionals. Stop inside to see a
variety of exhibits and live
animals and stick around
for the nature center’s first
outdoor concert 7 p.m.
that evening.

For more information on
the We Pedal Clean Water
ride or other Dickinson
County  Conservation
Board events, visit www.
dickinsoncountynaturecen-
ter.com or call 712-336-
6352.

g-12- 5

duled to begin next

goes well

eral de 1

10 view ge

lar projects and to learn

jallow lake and wetland

shore of Littde Swan Lake. The meeting
will cover the upcoming restorauon
project of Litde Swan Lake

Water quality and habitat in
this lake has degraded over tume,
providing reduced benefit to fish
and wildlife, Litde Swan Lake is an

This project was prompted by the
failure of the existing outlet structur
he

on Little Swan Lake, prompting
Iowa DNR and its partners to renovate

the lake and install new outlet

structure. Survey and ign phases

of the project are In the works, with

management 1 it for water
quality, plants and public
use. The renovation an includes a
drawdown whicl imulate plant
growth, elir common carp, and

compact the bottom sediments.
Little Swan Lake Winery

1t 1350 320th Avenue in Super
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Dickinson SWCD granted $150,000
for local water quality projects

BY BRANDON HURLEY
STAFF WRITER

The Dickinson Soil and
Water Conservation District is
now accepting applicants from
landowners and businesses in
need of funding for water
quality improvement projects.

The local organization was
awarded $150,000 for use in
new projects over the next 12
months.

The lowa Great Lakes
Watershed Project, an enti-
ty of the Soil and Water
Conservation District, is
focused on Dickinson County
water quality, continually
working with small businesses,
homeowners and commercial
properties to improve water
quality and halt pollution.

The Towa Great Watershed
is currently accepting appli-
cants for future water qual-
ity projects. The $§150,000
grant money will go directly
toward each selected project.
Any resident or business in the
lowa Great Lakes is eligible
to receive assistance for low
impact water quality develop-
ments.

Evidence of current erosion
is one of the largest determin-
ing factors. Watershed Project
employees sift through a wide
range of applicants.

“(The erosion) could be
along a steep shoreline, a gully
through a corn field, or an arca
of concentrated flow between
homes,” said lowa Great Lakes
Wiatershed Project Coordinator

B IMPORTANT DATES FOR NON-PROFIT
OR GOVERNMENT GRANT APPLICATION

The Dickinson County Water Quality Commission will also soon be accepting
applicants for water quality funding. Important

nonprofit or government
application dates can be found below.

* July 31 - Request for Applications (RFA) begins
* 2 pm. Aug. 27 - Water Quality Commission Help Session
Resources Conservation

office, Spirit Lake

USDA Natural Service A
* O¢t. 1 - Grant applications due to Dickinson SWCD by 4:30 p.m.

Applications will be accepted for any water quality project from a non-profit
organization or governmental agency which improves the water quality of the
lowa Great Lakes, Silver Lake, and Little Swan Lake in Dickinson County.

Jim Sholly. “We also work with
landowners — rural or urban —
who have an open arca that
could be used to slow down
and infiltrate advancing rain
water before it reaches a storm
sewer intake to the lake.”

Sholly hopes to help farm-

ers become more environ-
mentally-friendly as well.

“While many projects have
focused on the urban land-
scape, we also work with the
landowner and tenant farm-
ers in the area who want to
include water quality initiatives
into their farm plans” the
project coordinator said

The Watershed Project only
uses the grant money and pri-
vate funding to complete local
projects. They don’t want to
create an extra burden on a
landowner or business.

“We provide free of charge
our expertise and planning
to ensure prvate investment
and grant dollars are achieving
the best bang for their buck,”
Sholly said

Watershed experts  have
spent the last 10 years using
$1.2 million in grant money
and $500,000 in private funds
successfully constructing sev-
eral different water quality
projects throughout the area

“Within our office is a
dedicated group of folks with
decades of experience across
a wide range of conservation
centered projects,” Sholly said.

Most recently, the orga-
nizaton funded and built
the low impact develop
ment surrounding the Lakes
Regional Healthcare expan-
sion, completed in May 2014
Researchers found run-off
from everyday traffic at the
hospital was flowing into the
sewers and into nearby Center
Lake, threatening the water
quality.

The lowa Great Lakes
Watershed, in cooperation
with the hospital, built several
bio-retention cells, bio-swales,
paver systems (brck laying)

and an urban wetland. Bio-

swales incorporate vegetation
or compost built into the land-
scape, which filter out silt and
polluion from surface run-
off. The structure is slighty
sloped allowing it to direct
the water into the vegetation.
Bio-retention cells remove
silt from storm water runoff
as well. The LRH campus is
now home to a handful of
bio-retention ponds, but bio
retention cells can also be a
grassy area or a sand bed
Wetlands are also instrumental |
in improving water quality, in |
part due to the natural filtering ‘
ability of the natve vegeta-
tion.

Qutside of the hospital, the
Watershed Project has worked
with several lake shore hom-
cowners as well. deteriorating
shorelines increase the likeli-
hood of prvate run-off pol-
luting the lakes.

“We have been very active
working with (them) to rcha-
bilitate eroding shorelines
that have become overgrown
with undesirable vegetation,”
Sholly said. “We return them
10 a native prainc state. That
has been met with great suc-
cess and many neighbors
have requested information
about how that practice can
be extended across their prop-
erty.”

For any residents interested
in helping protect their lakes
and the possibility for water
quality assistance, Jim Sholly
can be reached at 712-336-

3782 Ext. 3

Wednesday, July

DCN
29, 2015

Cost share
available for
conservation in

Dickinso

Dickinson Soil and Water

Conservation District Chair,
Chris Hoffman, on Julv’
10 announced that funds
are available to help local
farmers and landowners

install conservation practices

through the Iowa De partment

(.)t' Agriculture and  Land

Stewardship (IDALS) cost
] \;harc program. Interested

farmers  and landowners

should contact the Dickinson

district office by calling 712-
336-3782, Ext 3. Financial
assistance is available up to
S0 percent percent of the
project cost.

“The cost share program
15 a partnership between the
districtand local landc Wners to
ht‘]])gc(L‘tvn\cr\‘.’m(xnpr.\(llctﬁ
on the land that prevent soil
crosion and protect water
quality,”” Hoffman said. “Now
1s the time for farmers to plan
ahead.”

This year the district will
also cncourage cover crops
and  related management
pracuces such as no-till and

n County

nitrification  inhibitors, A
major portion of the district’s
state funds will be allocated
for these practices.

Other conservation
practiceseligible forassistance
through this Program include
terraces, waterways, ponds,
buffers, and several other
practices

The Dickinson Staff
with IDALS and the
USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service assure
the technical quality of the
practices and further, hclp
mrmcr.\dcrclnpmnscr\".mnn
plans for their farms.

“These funds are a great
lnvestment by the state
and historically, farmers
contribute $1.50 for each
dollar invested by the state,”
Hoffman  said “The r‘e
continues to be strong
Interest in the cost share
[7‘(0)4{.”" \\anf (hCl’C are
funds available, farmers are
cl»u:uumgcd 10 contact our
office discuss various options
for their farm.”
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‘We Pedal Clean Water’ ride announced

When a mindrop falls in
the lowa Great Lakes region

it can take many paths before
entenng one of the lakes.

The path that water takes
throughout the lowa Great
Lakes watershed impacts
the quality of our water, and
participants in an upcoming
event can make a difference
in the 3‘!‘!(('\\

The “We Pedal Clean
Water” bike nde Saturday,

June 13, will showcs

the

rts of local residents 2

ganization members whe

are making a difference in
water quality

Registraton takes place
7:30-9 am. at the Dickinson
County Nature (
Okoboji. The ride takes place

nter In

from 8 am. to noon. The
approximately 20-mile nde
around West Lake Okoboiji
will include several stops

- Drainage District No. 22
What is a watershed?
» Historic Amolds Park — How

pervious pavers filter wats

+ Milford Municipal Utility
shoreline: The role native
vegetation plays in stabilizing
shorelines.

+ West O Beer - Sustainable
water use

+ Garlock Slough wetland
complex — Wetland restoration
and enhancement programs
+ Emerson Bay State Park
Soil health

- lowa Lakeside Lab -

Water quality research and
monitoring.

+ Okoboji View Golf Course
Wetland restoration project

+ Monarch Cove - How bio-
cells function,

#The seducational stops

along the route highlig

efforts being made to pro
tect water quality in the Towa

Great Lakes,” said lowa Great

Lakes watershed coordina
tor Jim Sholly. “Many of the
practices showcased during
the event could be included
into everyone’s home land

I

The Dickinson County

scaping plans

Conservation Board and

Dickinson County Soil &
Water Conservation District
are pleased
Historic Arne
anniversary ce tior
the We Pedal Clean Water
ride June 13

We're very excite

ride has continued for t

ar and has even grown

scope,” said Ka

Water, de
Beer, will be provided at eact
station; and bathrooms wil
be available at sev

“This family-fr

of the Iowa Great Lakes whe
have come together

1stain

mote responsible and
able water quality initiative
Sholly said. “Nov

soned nders alike will er

and sea

the trip around West Ok

designed to offer a litt I

kinsoncountyna

om/event-regis

with

mmemorative T-shirt is

ion is also

for 10r those
who do not want a shirt
I'hose who register the morn
ing of the nde will not pay a

For more information or
the We Pedal Clean Water ride

or other Dickinson County

Conservation Board events
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Blake Lineweaver wins
conservation scholarship

Conservation Districts of Iowa (CDI)
and the Dickinson County Soil and Water
Conservation District announced that Blake
Lineweaver of Milford was selected to
receive $3,000 as the second-place winner
of the Conservaton Districts of lowa
Scholarship

Lineweaver was initially chosen for the
Dickinson Soil and Water Conservaton
District Foundation scholarship in the
amount of $500. His application was then
forwarded to compete in the regional and
state level of the CDI scholarship

Scholarships are awarded to students
pursuing a college education in conservation
and/or agriculture and who show leadership
and scholastic achievement

Lineweaver has been active in Future
Farmers of America and has just been
named the NW Vice President for 2016-17

A member of the Okoboji High School
senior class, he has competed in cross
country and music and is 2 member of
the Thespian Society, Key Club, National
Honor Society and Art Society

He also participated in Youth in
Philanthropy and St. Albans” youth group
Lineweaver will graduate from Okoboji High
Schoal on May 29, 2016, and plans to attend

Iowa State University. He is the son of Enc

and Tammy Lineweaver of Milford
Together, Conservation District of Iowa
and the 100 Soil and Water Conservation
Districts in lowa fund and implement the
scholarship program as part of their mission
to protect and enhance soil, water and other

natural resources valuable to lowa

Blake Lineweaver Is State 2nd
Place Winner Of lowa Scholarship

Conservation Districts of lowa (CDI) and the Dickinson
County Soil and Water Conservation District are pleased to an-
nounce that Blake Lineweaver T
has been selected to receive
$3,000 as the State 2nd Place
Winner of the Conservation
Districts of lowa Scholarship.
Blake was initially chosen for
the Dickinson Soil and Water
Conservation District Founda

tion scholarship in the amount
of $500. His application was
then forwarded to compete in
the Regional and State level of
the CDI scholarship
Scholarships are awarded

to students pursuing a college
education in conservation and/or agriculture and who shows

10lasti

leadership and sc ichievement

Blake has been active in the Future Farmers of America Or-
ganization and has just been named the NW Vice President for
2016-17. A member of the Okoboji High School senior class.
he has competed in Cross Country and Music and is a member
of the Thespian Society, Key Club, National Honor Society and
Art Society, He also participated with Youth in Philanthropy
and St. Albans” Youth Group. Blake will graduate from Okoboji
High School on May 29, 2016 and plans to attend Towa State
University. He is the son of Eric and Tammy Lineweaver of
Milford

Tog
and Water Conservation Districts in lowa, fund and implement
the scholarship program as part of their mission to protect and

ther, Conservation Districts of lowa and the 100 Soil

enhance soil, water, and other natural resources valuable to our

state




BY WILL MUSGROVE
STAFF WRITER

Three years ago, State Rep. John Wills
and some Dickinson County conservation
groups wanted to do something to help
improve water quality in the area

Those early Clean Water Summits have
set the stage for Prairie Lakes Conference
Aug. 11-12 at Arrowwood Resort and
Conference Center in Okoboji

“It kind of grew from a small seed
and became a huge oak tree,” Wills said.

becoming more organized
The theme of the conference i

“Working together for water quality

It will focus on a varicty of rtopics
surrounding water quality and the science
behind it. Organizers expect the event
to touch on three related topi ke
ecology, watershed treatment, and the
human dimension

“It is going to focus mainly on anythin

PHOTO SUBMITTED
Ci vation professionals and the public attend the Clean Water Summit In Spirit Lake
held In the summer of 2015. This year, the Prairle Lakes Conference hopes to have a larger
Impact through its theme: “Working together for water quality.”

' {

Funding For Conservation
Practices Available

The Dickinson Soil and Water Conservation District Chair,
Chris Hoffman, has announced today that funding will be avail-
able for local farmers and landowners to assist in the installa-

PRAIRIE LAKES

continued from page 1A

| David Thoreson will be the
keynote speaker at the event.
Thoreson is a photographer
and environmentalist who
uses stories from his past

improve water quality, We
are also keeping it open to
everyone. You are going to
sec the ‘average Joe' from
Dickinson County wanting
experiences to show the to attend and learn what
interconnectvity among they can do in their own
people, land, and water. backyard.”
and local landowners to help get conservation practices on the Wills expects around Organizers have been
Jand that prevent soil erosion and protect water quality. Now is 200 people to attend the faced with some challenges
conference. Attendees will during the planning process
This year, the District will be encouraging cover crops in be a mix of conservation “When we first presented
which TDALS will provide financial assistance to local SWCD professionals and the general  the idea to a number of
offices to incentivize their use. Cover crops are extremely public folks, we got the feedback
beneficial in reducing erosion, retaining nutrients, combating that it wasn’t possible, that
it was too small of an area
and that we didn’t have the
facilities to do it,” Wills said.
“Once we cleared these

tion of conservation practices through the lowa Department of
Agriculture and Land Stewardship (IDALS) cost-share program
Interested farmers and landowners should contact the Dickinson
district office by calling 712-336-3782, Ext 3

“The cost share program is a partnership between the District

the time for farmers to plan ahead,” said Hoffman

“I think this is going to
be region wide,” he said. “A
lot of professional people
are going to come to this

weeds, while at the same time improving water and soil qual-
ity. Related management practices such as no-till, strip till, and
ridge till, are also being encouraged

The cost-share rates are variable and depend on the practice
used, Farmers should become familiar with the details by calling

and learn new techniques to

or visiting the district office
Other conservation practices eligible for assistance through this
programinc lude grass waterways, grade control structures, wind
breaks as well as several other practices
The Dickinson Staff with IDALS and the USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service assure the technical quality
of the practices and further, help farmers develop conservation
plans for their farms 7
“These funds are a great investment by the state in an effort
to reduce erosion, improve water quality. Since there are funds
available, farmers are asked to contact our office to discuss
various options for their farm,” Hoffman further commented [

7-19-1l6

“We wanted to make something where
the main idea was water quality, but you
could divert to all sorts of water-related
issues. We used to just talk about what we
have done and what we were going to do
Now we are taking that one final step and

to sell.”

to do with Prairic Lakes Wil
said. “They arc typically ikes
T'hey are kind of unique, so we wanted t

develop something that would focus on
that area. We think we have a good niche

PRAIRIE LAKES

continued on page 3A
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things, we started really
planning it. By January 1st,
we had a clear outline of
what we wanted to do”

The conference coincides
with Clean Water Week,
which i1s Aug. 10-13 in the
Iowa Great Lakes Ares
Several activiies will be
held during this week, such
as Soil Health Field Day
and We Pedal Clean Water
conservation bike ride: The
week will conclude with
the Blue Water Fesuval
in Preservation Plaza in
Arnolds Park.

“I was also instrumental
in the Blue Water Festival,”

3-2

Wills said. “My dream has
always been that they start
to become one big festival,
make the conference and
the concert a weeklong
celebration of clean water
We are starting to merge
into that. I think that dream
1s becoming a reality.”

To register, go to plciowa
com, Thep§tf=repistration
cost _inclugles. admission,
meals, Am_.:ﬁ"‘?ﬁfmng
social on Aug 11. For more
information about the
Prairie Lakes Conference,
visit P](I()\\'J com or Cn\(lll
info@plciowa.com.
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Understanding watersheds:
we are all part of the solution

steve
weisman

OUTDOOR ‘
EDITOR

Even at age 67, every once

in a while I get one of those
“Ah-Ha"
know, when you suddenly
get this enlightenment of
something you might have

moments. You

already known about, but not
really understood, This past
week 1 had one of those
Mike Hawkins, john Wills and
I were visiting about water
clarity and how much of an
impact runoff has on ourlowa
Great Lakes. We discussed the
immensity of the lowa Great
Lakes Wartershed, a total of
approximately 90,631 acres!
Wowl!

I'hat’s when it hit me. No
matter where we live in the
lowa Great Lakes Watershed,
each of us impacts it. So, a
farmer in southern Minnesota,
an acreage owner a few
miles . from West Okobojy, a
homeowner on one of our
lakes or a resident in one
of our communities,..we all
directly impact the bodies
of water in the Towa Great
Lakes

Watershed

Wh:

If we are miles from a lake or

loes that really mean?

stream, how can we have an
impact on that water? What
exactly is a watershed, and
who cares? Here is a litte
background. First, there is
the United States Geological
Survey, a scientific agency for
the United States povernment,
that studies just this: the
country’s landscape, its natural
resources and hazards that
might threaten it.

Here is their definition of
a watershed. A watershed is
an area of land that drains
all the streams and rainfall
to a common outlet such as
the outflow of a reservoir,
mouth of a bay, or any point
along a stream channel. It
is further explained in this
way. A watershed consists of
surface water—lakes, streams
reservoirs, and wetlands—and
all the underlying ground

water. Larger watersheds

ain many smaller

watersheds. It all depends on

the outflow point; all of the
land that drains water to the
outflow point is the watershed
for that outflow location
Watersheds are important
because the stream flow and
the water quality of a niver are
affected by things, human-
induced or not, happening
in the land area “above”
aver-outflow point

Here in the lowa Great
Lakes watershed, the outflow
pointis where the water leaves
Lower Gar. Everything uphill
(mostly north) of that point

the

to almost 1-90 in southern
Minnesota drains through our
chain of lakes and leaves the
area headed towards the Little
Sioux River from that point
Everything begins  to
happen when we have
precipitation, whether it is
rain or snow that falls on
the ground. Some of that
soaks into the ground, which
helps support plant life. This
plant life, depending on type
and density, can slow down
the runoff of excess water
Some water that infiltrates
will remain in the shallow soii
layer, where it will gradually
move downhill, through the
soil, and eventually enters
the stream by seepage into
the stream bank. Some of
the water may infiltrate

much deeper, recharging
groundwater aquifers. Water
may travel long distances or
remain in storage for long
periods before returning to
the surface. At the same time,
whatever has been placed on
the soil such as fertilizer can
affect the quality of the water
that runs off.

Thinking specifically
about the Iowa Great Lakes
Watershed, sooner or later,
all of the runoff from the
90,631 acres will impact our
lakes! We all are part of what
comes into our lakes. That is
why it is so imperative that
we all do what we can NOW
to protect these waters. Once
they reach the tpping point
and become impaired waters,
we may have nowhere left
1o go!

In 2010, the Dickinson
Soil and Water Conservation
District developed the lowa
Great  Lakes Watershed
Management Plan to help
protect our waters. It’s meant
to help individuals, public
and private groups and
government enuties as they
work on water quality projects.
The bottom line: clean up the
water flowing into and out of
the lake system

Although there are huge
challenges facing all of us

PHOTO BY STEVE WEISMAN
The lowa Great Lakes Watershed includes 90,631 acres. Once the lakes are
full, much of the excess water will exit out of Lower Gar.

who live in the Jowa Great
Lakes Watershed, there are so
many opportunities to make
water quality better. In visiting
with Jim Sholly, who works
for the Dickinson Soil and
Water Conservation District
as the watershed coordinator
for the Jowa Great Lakes,
there are so many things
individuals and groups can
do. Sholly says there is a
wide range of water quality
improvement practices for
both rural and urban areas
and that improvements
can be made in almost any
setting: No practice or change
in behavior is too small to
Impruvc water qulh{v in our
lakes. These . practices are
important no matter if it is
around the lake or miles from
the lake. We ll need to be
part of the solution.

For more information
about how you can be part of
the clean water solution, give
Sholly a call at (712)336-3782
ext. 3.

In a future article, we will
look at what a local landowner
is doing to help protect a
portion of the east side of
Big Spinit from agricultural
runoff and to diminish the
amount of sediment and
un\\ﬂﬂ((d nutrents (‘n(cnng
the lake.




Looking at responsible
land management

In a recent article, I discussed
how no matter where we live or
work, we are all part of a watershed.
Watersheds can be small or large, but
they all drain into a common outlet
such as a lake or stream. Here in the
Lakes Area the lowa Great Lakes
Watershed is huge: 90,631 acres. One
wiay or another we all impact this
watershed, Whatever runoff enters
our lakes directly affects their water
quality and their health!

Although there are huge challenges
facing all of us who live in the Towa
Great Lakes Watershed, there are so
many opportunitics to make water
quality better. In visiting with Jim
Sholly, who works for the Dickinson
Soil and Water Conservation District
as the watershed coordinator for the
lowa Great Lakes, there are so many
things individuals and groups can do.
Sholly says there is a wide range of
water quality improvement practices
for both rural and urban areas and
that improvements can be made in
almost any setting;

No practice or change in behavior
is too small to improve water quality
in our lakes. These practices are
important no matter if it is around
the lake or miles from nearest
shoreline. We all need to be part of
the solution.

For the past two years, Sholly has
been working with residential home
owners, businesses, lake shore owners,
acreage owners and farmers to help
them design plans that positively
affect the runoff into the Iowa Great
Lakes Watershed

“It’s really all about responsible
land stewardship,” Sholly said.

In reality, it’s about taking care of
the water on our property, not just
getting it to run off and passing it on
wsomeone or some place else. He
notes that more and more people are
taking the responsibility to do their
part in helping improve our water
quality.

Sholly finds it exciting that interest
in water quality is becoming greater
each year. More and more farmers
are realizing the impact runoff from
their land has on the area lakes and
streams. The challenge becomes how
to address this impact, while at the
same time helping farmers continue
to raise crops. That’s what Sholly
does.

“I'm really excited about a new
practice that we are trying here in
northwest lowa It’s called an ‘Edge
of Field' prairie strip,” he said. “In
this practice, the landowner puts

10-15 percent of a field into a section
of strategically placed prairie grasses.
For instance, if you put the strip of

steve
weisman

OUTDOOR
EDITOR

o

grass on the downhill side of the field,
the plan is to intercept and infiltrate
the water into the prairie before it
enters a drainage ditch, culvert, road
ditch or stream that eventually drains
into a river or lake.”

Sholly notes that lowa State
University has done several studies
on this in southern and central Towa,
and data collected shows the Edge of
Field practice works very well.

“Dr. Helmers, who heads this
study, is encouraged by what he has
seen,” he said. “The practice protects
the tile intakes and helping to meet
water quality goals, while at the same
tume meeting the needs of the farmer
planting corn and soybeans.”

According to Dr. Helmers, data
collected has been very encouraging.

“Based on our water quality
monitoring at other sites in Towa, we
see a drastic reduction in sediment
and nutrient loss with runoff in
arcas where prairie strips have been
incorporated,” Helmers said.

LOCAL PROJECT

Sholly is currently working with
Enc Hoien, who owns farmland on
the cast of Big Spirit. Currently,
the drainage leaves the land through
culverts to the ditch across the road
and also into the Reeds Run drainage
area before entering Big Spirit.

“I am really excited about the
potential that the Edge of Field
practice will 'do for us in the lowa
Great Lakes Watershed,” Hoien'said.
“Sometime in 2014, 1 saWw an article
in the Des Moines Register about
the STRIPS program (Science-based
Trials of Rowcrops Integrated with
Prairie Strips), and it intrigued me. 1
then looked at videos on the Internet
about these strips. The idea of Edge
of Field practice is that you can
put 10 percent of a field edge into
prairie grasses and it will take care
of approximately 90 percent of the
runoff. That made sense to me.”

The initial step is to take a look at
the topography and see where the
low spots are and where the drainage
is going. On the Hoien farm, some
of those areas showed up along
the road. These are arcas where
water might settle or run to after a
large rainfall. Hoien worked with his
tenant to make sure it would be in

both of their interests to implement
this practicé without hampering the
farmability of the land,

In November, Hoien had the
20-plus acre tract seeded with a mix
of tall grass prairic seed incorporating
many wildflowers into the mix. In
addition, two sites will be set up to
collect data concerning runoff.

“Two autosamplers will be installed
this spring, one at the leading edge
of the prairie strip (as it comes off
the cropped area) and the second
at the exit of the prairie strip (after
it leaves the praine),” Sholly said.
“This will help us determine the
differences in water, sediment and
nitrate/phosphorous levels before it
enters the prairie and after it has
gone through the prairiec and then
left the strip”

It will take two to three years
before the prairie grasses have totally
taken hold. There will also be a
mid-contract prescribed burn to
invigorate the grasses and forbs.

Based on the results from other
Edge of Ficld plantings, Hoien hopes
to see a significant decrease in run-
off and nitrate/phosphorous levels.

“Once established, the native
prairie grass deep root structure will
act a$ a sponge, when the water
begins to run off,” Sholly said. “The
root structure 1S so mBSSiVC (h?\( it
will take care of a huge amount of
water. As a result, much of it will
never leave the field. Thus, the prairie
will intercept and infiltrate the water
— in this case before it ever reaches
the culverts or Reeds Run.”

Hoien says this is meant to be a
long-term investment for at least 10

years, After the contract is up, there |

appears to be the opportunity to |

re-enroll the land.
“For years, the typical thought

. Rpocess has been to get that extra

water off of the property, never
thinking about the consequences as
it enters our lakes and streams or
adjacent neighbors,” he said. “It is
really our responsibility to take care
of the water on our property, not just
pass it on to someone else.”

Sholly says this is also going to act
as a demonstration site where other
landowners can come and witness
the results.

“The landowner gets the benefit of
still being able to farm the ground,
while at the same time getting to
protect his own land and also the
watershed as it carrics run-off to the
lake,”" he said.

For more information about this
program or other conservation
programs, give Sholly a call at (712)
336-3782 ext. 3
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Taking flight
Local volunteer
marks 20 yeats of
airport service
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THE GREAT OUTDOORS

B Area students discover nature at outdoor classroom

BY WILL MUSGROVE
STAFF WRITER

ixth-grade students from around Dickinson
County were taught in a different kind of
\ classroom last week.
They traded in textbooks and walls for
hands-on activities, trees, grass and blue sky.

The Dickinson County Soil and Water Conservation
District hosted its 38th annual sixth-grade Outdoor
Classroom Thursday, Sept. 8, at Kerttleson-Hogsback in
Spinit Lake. Students from Spinit Lake, Harris-Lake Park
and Okoboji attended to gain a better understanding of
the surrounding environment.

“This is a day to show the kids what is in their
backyard,” Maxine Butler, Dickinson County Soil and
Water Conservation District state secretary, said. “We
hope what they are learning is a better appreciation
for the natural things that are available to them in this
county. It is a chance to talk about some environmental
and conservation things that are important to our area.”

Students learned about an outdoor or environmental
topic at nine different stations They were split into
groupings of around 25 and each group spent 20
minutes at each station before rotating to the next one.
A reacher was assigned to each group as well.

Jeff Mornison with the Iowa Department of Natural
Resources talked to the kids about how to train retriever
dogs. He demonstrated some techniques, using hand
signals and whistles to have his dog Smoke recover items
from the brush. X

The lowa State Extension Office taught students
about the multitude of rocks across the state. Students
decorated an lowa-shaped sugar cookie with a variety of
fruits to represent each type of rock around the state.

Mark Schutt and Mart Welsh with the Natural Resource
Conservation Service spoke with students about soil
health. They used diagrams to explain the different
compaositions of soils found in Towa.

Trees Forever representative Jeff Jensen lectured
about Towa trees. He pointed out the differences in the
tree leaves and bark.

Students hiked around the Kettleson-Hogsback
area, lowa Department of Natural Resources officials
showed the kids native plants and wildlife during the
nature walk.

Dickinson County Naturalist Charles Vigdal discussed
with students the importance of Towa’s wetlands and

how they affect the state’s drinking water.

Students also learned about boating safety, the
importance of butterflies and wetland waterfowl, such
as ducks and geese.

Butler believes it is important to introduce these
environmental themes at a4 young age, so they have a
bigger impact on students in the future.

“You want to teach the kids when they are young,”
Butler said. “That is when they are learning the most,
when they are best absorbing, 1ts just a great day. We
have a lot of fun every year.”

Buter sad the outdoor classroom wouldnt be
possible without the support of the Dickinson County
Soil and Water Conservation District. She highlighted
the DNR and local conservation agencies as well.

The Soil and Water Conservation District consists
of five elected commissioners who promote
environmental conservation.

“This is our 38th year, so a lot of these kids' moms
and dads probably did something like this,” Butler
said, “We don't do the same exact thing every year,
but it always has the same framework and pattern.”’

This was Butler’s 17th year organizing the outdoor
classroom. She surveyed teachers and examined past
years to decide what events to hold,

“Sometimes things change a little bit, but it
normally stays the same year after year,’ Butler
said. “We didn’t do a noon program this year. It is
usually ran by Dr. Ross Dirks, who talks to the kids
about falconry. However, he dida’t have a bird this
year. Another gentleman we looked at didn’t have
a bird either.”

Butler sets the date of the outdoor classroom
before school is dismissed the year prior. She
said students always get a chance to explore the
outdoors rain or shine.

“The biggest challenge is the weather,” Butler
said. “We pretty much go no matter what. We
send letters to the teachers to make sure the
students dress for the weather. We have been
here when it has been really hot, when it has
been really cold. If it sprinkles on us, we just
keep going™

Grasslands, woodlands and wetlands make up
Kettleson-Hogsback’s 1,895 acres. It is located on
the Altamont moraine, a formation of hills, ridges
and wetlands formed by glaciers more than 10,000
years ago.

Butler hopes that by allowing students to
examine the outdoors firsthand that when they
return to the traditional classroom it will continue
to inspire them.

“I grew up on a farm,”” Butler said. “1 now live in
town, and my son doesn't really know a lot of what

goes on a farm. Not that this is all about farming,
We barely touch on farming, which is a big

part of our state. But unless you actually
experience what happens outdoors, you
can't really understand it. If you see
it, you smell it and touch it yourself, it
sinks in a little more.”




FARMERS MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Herberts to speak at Prairie

- Lakes Conference

Jared Herbert and
his wife, Mary, began
implementing conservation
practices on their Lake Park
farm in the 1990s.

“It’s the right thing to
do as far as conservation
ethics,” Jared Herbert said
“It eliminates erosion from
wind and water. It frees
up your labor. T was really
gettng tired working all
the time, and it cuts down
on your labor.”

Herbert and his son
Spencer, a soil scientist with
the Minnesota Department
of Agriculture, will speak
about the agronomic
practices on the family
farm at the Praire Lakes
Conference Field Day Tour
5-7:30 p.m. Wednesday,
Aug. 10, at the farm near
the intersection of 130th
Ave and Ave B West
(A18/130th St) on the west
edge of Lake Park

Herbert uses a variety of
conservauon I“’L
his farming, from no-till to
one-pass tillage to strip till
and even cover crops.

Cover crops were added
to the Herberts’ rotation in
2010 out of curiosity and
with the hope of potental
benefits.

The family seeds about

ctices n

240 acres cach year and
have used cereal rye,
hairy vetch, rapeseed and
radishes

Herberthas seen a variety
of changes in the amount
of ume he needs to work
to needing to purchase less
machinery to improved
nitrogen levels in the soil

“The organic matter has
gone up substantally over
the years, and that’s huge,
Herbert said. “Your soil is
able to hold more water
and more nutrients.”

SpencerHerbertis excited

NEXT UP: THE PRAIRIE LAKES CONFERENCE

The Prairie Lakes Conference Field Day Tour in Lake Park Is
a free event for all those who register at www.piciowa.com.

The Prairie Lakes Conference will be held Thursday Friday,
Aug. 11-12, at the Arrowwood Resort and Conference Center
in Okoboji. Speakers will address a variety of Issues that will
impact and Interest professionals In the field as well as stu
dents and lowa Great Lakes residents

The $100 registration cost for the conference inciudes the
twoday conference, meals and an evening social on Aug. 11

The annual We Pedal Clean Water conservation bike ride will
be held 8 a.m.-noon Aug. 13. Registration will be held 89 a.m
at Ainsworth-Orleans Beach in Spirit Lake, Cyclists will ride
around Big Spirit Lake and stop at five locations to leam about

a variety of clean water practices and projects, Registration

available at www.dickinsoncountynaturecenter.com,

Following the bike ride, the Okoboji Blue Water Festival will
take place at Preservation Plaza in Amolds Park. Booths pro
moting water quality will be on hand, along with family-friendly
activities and fishing clinics. Local artists will preform in the
afternoon and Boz Scaggs at 9 p.m. For more Information visit
www.okobojibluewaterfestival.com

to have people come out to
the farm to learn about the
reduced ull:

¢ and cover
crop practices so they can
see what it looks like on
a working farm instead

of just hearing or read

about it

T'he Prairic Lakes
Conference icld Day
our is a free event for all
those who register at www
pldowa.com, and includes
a meal as well as several

other presentations by
professionals advocating for
soil health and farmers who
can testify to what improved
soll health }

to their
farming busines

beer

Also spe

the field day

Peterson, Natural Resource

Conservation Service soil
scientist. He will discuss
how managing soil health
can increase a farm’s
potental. John Boettcher,
Dickinson County farmer,
will share tips for managing
a corn/soybean rotation

using

no-till and strp-ull

The field day will conclude
with a cover crop seeding
demonstration using a

Hagie tall-boy air-seeder

The agenda will be as
follows

5 p.m. —

ntroduction

elcome and
Sponsors,

speakers

5:15 p.m. — Meal serv

5:45 p.m. — “How managing
for soll health will increase

Field Day Tour

your farm's potential,” by Doug
Peterson

6:15 p.m. — “Managing a
corn/soybean rotation using
no-till/strip-till,” by John
Boettcher

6:40 p.m. — “How this farm
is being managed for water
quality and the use of cover
crops in rotation,” by Jared and
Spencer Herbert

7 p.m. — Cover crop seeding
demonstration using a Hagie
Tall-Boy air seeder

7:30 p.m. — Adjourn

The field day is
being presented by the
Dickinson Soil and Water
Conservation District,
in partnership with lowa
Learning Farms and the
Clean Water Alliance. To
register, people can also
contact lowa Learning
Farms at 515-294-5429 or
e-mail ilf@iastate.edu.

Established in 2004, Iowa
Learning Farms is building
a culture of conservation,
encouraging adoption of
conservauon practices.
Farmers, researchers and
ILF team members are
working together to identify
and implement the best
management prd(u(‘(’\ ‘hlif
improve water quality and
soil health while remaining
profitable. Partners of
lowa Learning ms are
the lowa Department

of Agriculture and Land
Stewardship, lowa State

University Extension and
Outreach, Leopold Center
for Sustainable Agriculture,
Iowa Natural Resources
Conservation Service
and lowa Department of
Natural Resources (USEPA
section 319), Conservation
Districts of lowa, lowa
Farm Bureau, lowa Water
Center and  Practical
Farmers of Iowa

9-3-16
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Charles Vigdal.

He spoke with students on ':he Importance of waterfowl

In the area and what different species can be found

In Dickinson County during the 37th annual Outdoor
Hocsbach

Cl at K 1

years — they have never been
out to Kettleson-Hogsback,”
Butler said. “There’s a lot
of natral topography and
there’s a lot to show the kids.
It's a neat area.”

DNR officer Steve Reighard
taught students about boating
safety, complete with life
jackets and the various
boating regulations. Other
officers took students on
a nature walk through the
sprawling hills and grasslands
of Keteson-Hogsback.

The lesson plans were
delivered under sun-soaked
skies and comfortable
temperatures Thursday, The
topic of soil health was
new to this year's outdoor
classroom, Other subjects
have become annual favorites,
according to Butler.

“We do move some things
in and out, but we like to
use the same base of things”
Butler said. “Soil health was
something we wanted to
put in, being that we are the
soil and water conservation
district, so we were really
happy we were able to do that

this year””

Karen Byers, with the Iowa
State  University Extension
Office taught students about
the varying geology in Iowa.
Dr. Ross Dirks returned for
his presentation on falconry,
brnging with him a live
falcon.

Buderenjoysthepreparation
that leads up to the outdoor
classroom each fall. She
recently completed her 17th
year as event organizer.

“It’s fun wor ther
with all the ldds,l;‘.llngtlxmg:ople
and different stations,” Butler
said. “And when the day
comes, I'm the tme k g
I'm kind of the hom:ﬁrb:e
for anyone that has questions
or needs my help.”

Butler also said the outdoor
classroom’s 37-year history
wouldn't be possible without
the cooperation of the
teachers and local volunteers.

“They have been really
great o work with,” Butler
sad. “The kids are always
really enthusiastic, too. We
had a wonderful day”’

Wednesday, April 27, 2016

Ag secretary commemorates
soil, water conservation

Jowa Secretary of Agriculture
Bill Northey on Friday, April
22, highlighted Soil and Water
Conservation Week, which runs
from April 24 to May 1.

The week is an opportunity to
recognize theimportantconservation
practices placed on lowa's landscape
and bring attenton to the ongoing
work by farmers, landowners and
urban residents to protect the state’s
soil and water resources.

“Jowans in our towns and on
our farms continue to engage in
water quality and soil conservation
efforts,” Northey said. “This week
is an opportunity to celebrate all
the work that has been done and
highlight the currently
underway to prevent erosion and
improve water quality. It is vital
that we preserve the soil and water
resources that help make Iowa
agriculture so productive and such a
key driver of our state’s ecconomy.”

On Monday, Aprnl 25, Iowa
Gov. Terry Branstad and Lt. Gov.
Kim Reynolds will visit lowa State
University to receive updates on the
work being done by the Nutrient
Research Center at the University
Branstad will also sign a proclamation
recognizing Aprl 24 — May 1 as
JTowa Soil and Water Conservation
Week during the event, which will be
held at the University’s cover crop
research site at southwest corner
highway 30 and V Ave near Ames.

On Wednesday, April 27, Branstad
will receive an update on the Benton/
Tama and Miller Creek lowa Water
Quality Initiative Demonstration

Projects and tour water quality
practices installed as part of the

projects. The event will be held at

the John Weber farm, 3213 Highway

8, Dysart. Branstad will then visit a

site of a tree planting on the Jim

and Jody Kerns farm just south of

Edgewood in Delaware County.

Kerns is the Tree Farming and

Forestry representative oo the State

Soil Conservation Committee. The

“t'nrm is located on County Road

efforts

C7X approximately 'z mile east of
Highway 3.

-

On Thursday, April 28, Secretary
Northey will visit Storm Lake to
receive an update on the water
quality activities underway in the
community. Northey will participate
in a groundbreaking at a new Water
Quality Initative project
the city is undertaking to convert
old lime lagoons into stormwater
treatment wetlands. Northey will also
attend a tree planting by Storm Like
High School students at a recently
completed stormwater wetland.

Iowa Soil and Water Conservation
Week is in coordination with the
National  Stewardship  Week,
sponsored by the National
Association of Conservation
Districts. This year’s Stewardship
Week theme is “We all need Trees.”
More information about the activities
thatwill be held during Soil and Water
Conservation Week in Towa can be
found at www.iowaagriculture.gov/
conservationweek.asp

Urban

THE HISTORY OF
CONSERVATION

During the “Dust Bowl™ years of
the 1930s, the first efforts to prevent
soil erosion were developed. In
1939, lowa passed a law establishing
a state agency and the means for
soil and water conservation districts
to organize. Over 70 years later, the
100 Soil and Water Conservation
Districts across the state are hosting
a variety of events to highlight
the conservation work being done
across the state

The Department’s Division
of Soil Conservation and Water
Quality provides 'leadership in  the
protection and management of soil,
water and The
Division also works with Soil and
Water

mineral resources

Conservation Districts and

private farmers and landowners
to meet their agricultural and
environmental protection needs, in
both rural and urban landscapes.

The Department’s conservation
partners include USDA’s Natural
Resources Conservaton Service

(NRCS), the Iowa Department of
Natural Resources (DNR), [owa State
University, Conservation Districts of
Towa (CDI) and many others,

The lIowa Water Quality Initative
was established in 2013 to help
implement the Nutdent Reduction
Strategy, which is a science and
technology based approach to
achieving a 45 percent reduction in
nitrogen and phosphorus losses to
Towa waters.

As part of the initiative, last
fall 1,800 farmers committed $3.5
million in cost share funds to install
nutrient reduction practices in cach
of Iowa’s 99 countes. The practices
that were eligible for this funding are
cover crops, no-till or strip tll, or
using a nitrification inhibitor when
applying fall fertilizer, Farmers using
cost share funding contribute 50
percent or more to the total cost of
the practice.

There are also currently 45 existing
demonstration projects located across
the state to help implement and
demonstrate water quality practices
through the initiative. This includes
16 rtargeted projects,
seven projects focused on expanding
the use and innovative delivery of
water quality practices and 22 urban
water quality demonstration projects.
More than
participating in these projects. These
partners will provide $19.31 million
dollars to go with over $12 million in
state funding going to these projects

Northey, a corn and soybean farmer
from Spirit Lake, is serving his third
term as Secretary of Agriculture. His

watershed

100 organizations are

priorities as Secretary of Agrculture
are promoting the use of scence
and new
care for our air, soil and water, and
reaching out to tell the story of
lowa agriculture

technologies to better
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NORTHEY UPDATE

' | | Ag department marks Soll,
G _ Water Conservation Week

SOIL HEALTH/COVER CROPS WORKSHOPl

Cover Crops - Learn From Experience

Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Bill
Northey on Friday highlighted Soil
and Water Conservaton Week, which
continues until May 7. The week is an
opportunity to recognize the important
conservation practices placed on lowa’s

conservation districts to organize. Over
70 years later, the 100 Soil and Water
Conservation Districts across the state
are hosting a variety of events to highlight
the conservation work being done across
the state,

fok y B i s  Division of
. Spirit Lake: j| landscape and hnnr;,, attention to the rhc- Department’s s
‘ Dickinson COUntY EXDO Center. SP 17 || ongoing work by farmers, landowners Soil Conservation and Water Quality
, ¢ going .
February 7,2017 9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. and urban residents to protect the state’s  provides leadership in the protection and

soil and water resources. management of soil, water and mineral
“lowans in our towns and on our resources. The division also works with
farms continue to engage in water quality  Soil and Water Conservation Districts
and soil conservation efforts,” he said. and private farmers and landowners to
“This week is an opportunity to celebrate  meet their agricultural and environmental
all the work that has been done and protection needs, in both rural and
highlight the efforts currently underway urban landscapes. The department’s
to prevent erosion and improve water conservation partners include USDA’s
quality. It is vital that we preserve the soil  Natural Resources Conservation Service
and water resources that help make lowa  (NRCS), the Iowa Department of Natural
agriculture so productive and such a key  Resources (DNR), Iowa State University,
driver of our state’s economy.” Conservation Districts of Iowa (CDI)
On Thursday, Gov. Terry Branstad and many others.
and Northey will visit a farm in the Big The Towa Water Quality Initiative was
Creck watershed where four saturated established in 2013 to help implement
8 buffers were installed last fall and a the nutrient reduction strategy, which is
- Michael I"Ql:\dafson -erOP. Up and C'OS|ng bioreactor and oxbow restoration project  a science and technology based approach
(.150“"0)\ mle Agriculture Research and Education (SARE), will be built later this year. Branstad will to achieving a 45 percent reduction in
inson Counly Soll ond Waler Conservation District (SWCD). Dickinson also sign a proclamation recognizing nitrogen and phosphorus losses to our

Farm Buteau and lda County Farm Bureau. Also supporfed by Area T NRCS and April 30-May 7 as Iowa Soil and Water waters. The strategy brings together
wid offices.

Please RSVP fo Maxine by February 1 at 712-336-3782 x 3

. 9:.00- Michael Henderson, NRCS - Welcome
. 9:15- Doug Peterson, NRCS - Principles of Soil Health
10:15- Break

- 10:30 - Testimonials of Cover Crop Use

' Loran Steinlage, Farmer, West Union, lowa
 Chis Teachout, Farmer, Shenandoah, lowa -

12:00- Lunch - Provided ‘ :

00~  FarmerpaneliOpen Discussion With Local

"~ Farmers Experiénced in Cover Crops\No-Till

~_ panel Members: John Baeettcher.Jared Herbert

| “Denny Ver‘ﬂerbqer,'Others Invited

aumIY (USDA Mot neseurees cormerviSN

IOWA FARM 1E._

Conservation Week during the event.
The farm is located at 2155 290th Street
in Madrid.

On Wednesday, there will be a field
day and ribbon cutting ceremony for a
number of urban water quality projects
that have been installed in Rockwell City.
The projects, undertaken by the city, will
capture stormwater and use innovative
methods to remove contaminants and
improve the quality of the runoff prior
to its discharge into the storm sewer
system. The events will start at 9 a.m
with a tour at Featherstone Park (large
camping cabin on south end) and will
also include a ribbon cutting for the
downtown Square improvement project
at 11:30 a.m. at the Rockwell City Town
Square

lowa Soil and Water Conservation
Week is in coordination with the National
Stewardship Week, sponsored by the
Nadonal Association of Conservation
Districts. This year’s Stewardship Week
theme is “Healthy Soils are Full of
Life.” More information about the
activities that will be held during Soil and
Water Conservation Week in Iowa can
be found at wwwiowaagriculture.gov/
conservationweek.asp.

During the “Dust Bowl” years of
the 1930s, the first efforts to prevent
soil erosion were developed. In 1939,
Iowa passed a law establishing a state
agency and the means for soil and water

both point sources, such as municipal
wastewater treatment plants and industrial
facilities, and nonpoint sources, including
farm fields and urban stormwater runoff,
to address these issues.

The initiative sceks to harness the
collective ability of both private and
public resources and organizations to
deliver a clear and consistent message to
stakeholders to reduce nutrient loss and
improve water quality.

Last fall, Northey announced that 1,800
farmers committed $3.8 million in cost
share funds to install nutrient reduction
practices. The practices that were eligible
for this funding are cover crops, no-till or
strip till, or using a nitrification inhibitor
when applying fall fertlizer.

There are also currently 57 existing
demonstration projects located across the
state to help implement and demonstrate
water quality practices through the
initiative. More than 150 organizations
are participating in these projects. These
partners will provide $25.28 million
dollars to go with over $16.09 million in
state funding going to these projects

More than $340 million in state and
federal funds have been directed to
programs with water quality benefits in
Towa last year. This total does not include

the cost share amount that farmers pay
to match state and federal programs
and funds spent to build practices built
\\'l(]")lll g()\(l’nmkﬂ[ assistance.




Northey ‘very early’/;
in vetting process
for USDA post

Asking
Lake’s Bill Northey
about his political
future is like asking
him to predict the
yield for this fall's

BY RUSS MITCHELL
MANAGING EDITOR

Agriculture Sonny Perdue.
“Nothing’s been official at all”

Northey said. “They have not

Spirit

announced who they're offering
positions to. I think that there are
a lot of folks they are looking at
for different positions.”

The US. Ag Secretary oversees
a deputy sccretary of agriculture

harvest. Bill and seven undersecretaries at the
It's just too eatly Northey  USDA. Northey said he could
to tell. be under consideration for

Jowa’s Secretary of Agriculture

on Thursday did confirm that
he remains in consideration for
a role under US. Secretary of

NORTHEY

eonﬂnuodﬁmﬂou

undersecretary positions.

“If 1 do get offered — it would be
something that is significant enough
that 1 could make a difference by
going to Washington,” he said. “T
have a great job. I love it. I have a
chance to make some differences
here as well. But, there would be a
few jobs there as well that I think
I could make a big difference in.
There’s a whole group of positions at
levels underneath the undersecretary
positions, too — administrator
positions and other kinds of things.
Those probably aren’t the right fit for
me, but we’ll see how it plays out.”

Any of the USDA positions directly
under Perdue would require a Senate

the No. 2 position or multiple

NORTHEY

continued on page 5A n eW

i

confirmation, according to Northey.
“So, even once they announce
them — and even if it’s after the
vetting process — it stll would be
a little while by the time you get a
senate committee hearing,” he said.
Northey would appear before
Senate Ag Committee hearings
before a confirmation vote by the
full Senate.
“I think it’s a very slow process and
I think there is a lot of folks in the
mix — I may well be — but we'll see
how that all plays out,” he said.
Northey grows corn and soybeans
on his fourth-generation farm near
Spirit Lake. He was first elected as
Iowa’s Ag Secretary in 2006. He was

re-elected in 2010 and 2014. A fourth
term hasn’t been ruled out.

“I haven’t decded yet on that,”
Northey said of running again for
his statewide office. “I could end up
going to Washington or not going to
Washington. If I don’t, then at some
point, I need to make a decision
on running again in 2018. I think I
would need to make that decision,
probably, by the end of the calendar
year or very, very early in 2018.
And, I haven’t made that decision.
It absolutely could go either way.
I love what I’'m doing and I think
there’s plenty of work to do yet.
But, I also think other people can
do it.”

0 /.

Soil and Water Conservation District
to host cover crop workshop

A cover crop workshop is scheduled
for Tuesday, Feb. 7 at the Dickinson
County Expo Center in Spirit Lake
A second workshop will take place on
Feb. 8 in Moville.

The program will feature local
farmers along with main speakers,
Loran Steinlage, West Union and Chris
Teachout, Shenandoah, both of whom
have extensive experience in cover
crops, and have successfully integrated
them into their rotations.

The meeting will cover the same
material and will run from 9 am
until 3 pm. Up to 4.5 Certified Crop
Adviser Continuing Education Credits
in Soil and Water Management have
been applied for.

This meeting will be an open forum
format in which questions will be
taken and answered. The focus of this
meeting is to provide an avenue for

farmers to learn from other farmers
about what is working on their farms
Soil Health has received considerable
attention the last several years, Is this
a new buzzword or does it have long
term relevance in modern agriculture?
Soil Health is defined as the continued
capacity of soil to function as a vital
living ecosystem that sustains plants,
animals and humans. This definition
goes hand in hand with farming -
the business of growing crops and
raising livestock in an economically
and environmentally sustainable way
Developing a strategy to improve the
long-term sustainability of the soil
is critical to maintain the long-term
sustainability of the farm
North Central
Sustainable Agriculture Research and
Education (SARE), ISU Extension
Dickinson County Soil and Water

Sponsored by

Conservation District and Ida County
Farm Bureau. It is also supported by
the Area 1 Soil and Water Conservation
Districts and NRCS offices.

Agenda:
9 a.m. — Welcome — Michael Henderson,
USDA-NRCS Area 1 Agronomist
9:15 a.m. — Principles of Soil Health -
Doug Peterson, USDA-NRCS Regional Soil
Health Specialist
10:30 a.m. — Loran Steinlage and Chris
Teachout — How 1o Integrate Cover Crops
12 p.m. — Lunch - Provided
1 p.m. — Local Farmer panel that have
experience with cover crops on their farm
2:30 p.m. — Final comments - Michael
Henderson, USDA-NRCS Area Agronomist

If you are interested in attending the
Spirit Lake workshop, please RSVP
on or before Feb. 1 by calling 712
336-3782, x302 or you can e-mail to
maxine.butler@ia.nacdnet.net



3 -.3_":1_‘-_.-.“'.5-.'1__ '&: "ﬁ'
P et (R
IR il e L

4 . .._.
A L= - i t o B i o "
o A S LT T R --r..-n:":‘."-."!';:"#'- il

L oh Lo £ g ip A L-,_,i;m".;‘:ﬂ%g;-'- -'Ii.::i!'i:" bR

TR L ¥ L R T --Eh-'t.!fe"!"'&gﬁ:l i

"r-.'_||_ . & b Al :'_':,-rﬂ_‘.-l' '..,;_.- -Eh.-"-
G i i e
o B N

oy L
& : ¥
R %
i & k&
" b s ~a ¥
. R -
§ TR -




Volume 17/ Number 36 WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2017

SINGLE COPY $1.00

will see some changes

Page 1B

—

A successful confirmation means
Northey will have to resign from his
statewide elected office. Gov. Kim
Reynolds will then appoint a replacement
to serve the rest of his term, according
to the governor’s office. The Secretary of
Agriculture position is up for reelection
in 2018,

“I am honored to be nominated by the
President, and I so appreciate the support
and encouragement from Secretary
Perdue,” Northey said. “T look forward to
serving, if confirmed.”

US. Sens. Joni Ernst and Chuck Grassley
both issued statements in support of the
nomination.

“Agriculture has been engrained in
Bill Northey all his life,” Ernst said.
“As a fourth generation Iowa farmer, he
has dedicated his life to helping farmers
and ranchers across the state of lowa.
Bill has to Jowa’s 99
counties to hear directly from folks about
the they concerned about
and works tirelessly to identify a path
forward. Additionally, he has taken part
in important international trade missions
and understands the need to promote our
agrcultural bounty abroad.”

traveled around

1ssucs are

Ernst is a member of the Senate
Agriculture, 'Nutrition, and Forestry

Committee.

“For nearly a decade, Iowa has benefited
from having a Secretary of Agriculture
as committed and hardworking as
Bill Northey'" she added. “He will be
greatly missed. However, 1 know he is
the best person for the job and will
serve the American people well — along
with Secretary Perdue — and will be an
advocate on behalf of farmers, and not
Washington bureaucrats.”

Grassley said he looks forward to
working with Northey in the secretary’s
new role.

“Bill Northey is an outstanding pick
to serve President Trump in the newly-
created role of Under Secretary for Farm
Production and Conservation,” he said.

The senator said Northey will oversee the
Farm Service Agency which administers
traditional farm safety net programs; the
Risk Management Agency, which manages

PHOTO BY RUSS MITCHELL

more than §100 billion of liability for the
federal crop insurance program and the
Natural Resource Conservation Service,
which directs the nation’s conservation
programs.

“Whether you’re a Northeast dairy
farmer considering insurance options,
a corn farmer in lowa cvaluating
conservation enhancements for your
farm, or a producer in the coastal bend
of Texas dealing with disastrous losses of
cotton, rice or livestock from Hurricane
Harvey, Bill Northey will be responsible
for ensuring the USDA is providing the
appropriatc assistance to your farm,”
Grassley said. “I've known Bill Northey
for years and he has been an exceptional
Secretary of Agriculture in Iowa. His
leadership and passion for agriculture were
proven numerous times as he advocated
for renewable energy and the adoption of
conservation practices like cover crops.
He’s an Towa farmer with dirt under his

fingernails who knows firsthand what

goes into running a family farm.”

The president on Friday announced
Gregory Ibach as Under Secretary for
Marketing and Regulatory Programs
and Stephen Vaden as USDA’s General
Counsel. Perdue oversees a deputy
secretary of agriculture and seven
undersecretaries at the USDA. Northey
was vetted throughout the summer for a
significant role at the USDA.

“If T do get offered — it would be
something that is significant enough that
I could make a difference by going to
Washington,” Northey said, earlier in the
year. “I have a great job. I love it I
have a chance to make some differences
here as well. But, there would be a few
jobs there as well that 1 think I could
make a big difference in. There’s a whole
group of positions at levels underneath
the undersecretary positions, too -
administrator positions and other kinds
of things. Those probably aren’t the right
fit for me, but we'll see how it plays out.”

Northey was first elected as Towa’s Ag
Secretary in 2006.

“I love what I'm doing and I think
there’s plenty of work to do yet,” he said.
“But, I also think other people can do it.”

Northey named to key USDA post

PHOTO BY RUSS MITCHELL

lowa Secretary of Agriculture Bill Northey
made an appearance Monday, July 17, in
Milford as part of the city's quasquicentennial
celebration. Barring a snag In the Senate

confirmation process, Northey will step down
from his statewide elected position. He was
nominated on Friday to serve as Undersecretary
for Farm Production and Conservation at the
U.S. Department of Agriculture.

BY RUSS MITCHELL
MANAGING EDITOR

US. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue
on Friday said he was pleased with President
Donald Trump’s decision to name Bill
Northey to one of three key positions in the
US. Department of Agriculture.

Northey is a Spirit Lake farmer and Iowa’s
current Secretary of Agriculture. Barring a
snag in the confirmation process, he will be
Undersecretary for Farm Production and
Conservation at the USDA.

“Bill Northey will continue his honorable
record of public service in leading FPAC,”
Perdue said. “Having served the people of
Iowa for the last 10 years as their Secretary
of Agriculture, and as a fourth generation
corn and soybean farmer, Bill has 2 unique
understanding of issues facing farmers across
the nation. He will be an invaluable member
of the team.”

NORTHEY

continued on page 5A
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I Spirit Lake farmer
‘will step down as
lowa Ag Secretary

£

confirmation s 1
“long-overdue.” A g5
But both senators are applauding.
the confirmation of Bill Northey
as the Under Secretary for Farm
and Foreign Agricultural Service
| at the USDA. Northey will have to
step down from his role as Towa
Secretary of Agriculture to fill the
federal post. ._
“His experience as a farmer and
as Towa’s Secretary of Agriculture
makes him the ideal candidate,”
FErnst said. “I'm glad to see my
colleagues recognized what folks
| Northey -
sestiped e,

Northey
continued from 1A

in lowa already know: Bill Northey knows
agriculture. He has worked with diligence
‘and dedication to help farmers and ranchers
across lowa, and will continue to serve
as a powerful voice for agriculture and
conservation across the country.”

The nomination was approved Tuesday
by a Senate voice vote, according to the
Associated Press. Northey’s nomination had
been on hold since September because US.
Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas wanted leverage to
discuss ethanol policy

changes.
| The former presidential candidate got his
meeting: — Cruz and 'the lowa senators -

were joined by President Donald Trump and
White House staff to discuss the US. biofuels
industry. Sen. Pat Toomey of Pennsylvania,
EPA administrator Scott Pruitt and USDA
Secretary Sonny Perdue were also at the

meeting.

“1 applaud Bill Northeys patience over
these many months, which demonstrates what
a strong leader he will be at USDA,” Perdue
said. “We thank everyone who worked on his
confirmation. Bill will come aboard ata crucial
time, as his knowledge and expertise will be
immediately put to use as the new Farm Bill is
formulated to address the needs of American
farmers. In addition, his leadership will be
key in the newly-constituted mission area,
where the Farm Service Agency, the Natural

~

Resources Conservation Service, and the Risk
Management Agency will be providing an
even better customer experience. I am excited
to finally have Bill on board.”

Northey called the confirmation a
tremendous honor.

“l want to thank President Trump for
nominating me and Secretary Perdue for his
support and encouragement throughout the
confirmation process. I also want to thank
Towa Senators Chuck Grassley and Joni Ernst
for their strong support and their tireless
work on behalf of my nomination. I greatly
appreciate Chairman (Pat) Roberts, Ranking
Member (Debbie) Stabenow and the entire
Senate Ag Committee for their bipartisan
support of my nomination. I look forward to
continuing to work closely with them in this
new role.”

Gov. Kim Reynolds will appoint Northey’s
replacement to serve as lowa Secretary of
Agriculture. Northey’s third term was set to
expire in 2018,

“I want to express my deep appreciation
to the people of Towa for affording me the
opportunity to serve in this role for the past
11 years,” Northey said. “Working with and
learning from the men and women who
make Jowa agriculture the dynamic and
productive industry that feeds the world has
been honor of a lifetime.”

9-5-18
~Lakeside Lab announ:es |
expanded wetland on campus

Towa Lakeside Lab is pleased to announce
the creation of a new wetland on its 147-
acre campus. The latest addition can be
seen from Highway 86 along the bike trail
and is already attracting a wide array of

i

Lakeside officials credit a generous

" donation from the Robert DeKock Family,

a series of two ponds were recently
completed on the northwest corner of the
Lakeside property. The wetland as well as a
future outdoor classroom will serve as an
accessible site for students and researchers
of all ages. The project was made possible
due to the DeKock contribution gifted in
honor of Robert’s late wife Anita, who
was a passionate educator and nature lover.
Lakeside also wishes to thank the Dickinson
County Soil and Water District and the

Natural Resources Conservation Service
for their assistance with the project.

Lakeside Lab will have updates on its
Facebook page as construction begins on
the outdoor classroom this fall and the
wetland starts its maturation process.

Towa Lakeside Lab was established in
1909 as a biological field research station.
Currently owned and operated by the
state of lowa and operated through the |
Board of Regents, Lakeside Lab provides
science classes and research opportunities
for university students. Open to the |-
public, Lakeside also offers outreach and |
environmental education to the community. ||
For more details, visit lakesidelab.org. For

more information, contact Mary Skopec | ¢

at 712-337-3369 Extension 5 or mary-
skopec@uiowa.cdu. v
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From THE NRCS

The Dickinson and Emmet
County Natural Resource
Conservation Service
(NRCS) offices have been a
combined management unit
since the fall of 2008.
NRCS is a federal agency
that works with agricultural
producers and landowners
to promote soil and water
conservation and provide
technical assistance, as well
as work with state and feder-
al cost-sharing programs.
NRCS offices are located in
both Spirit Lake and
Estherville.

Matt Welsh began work-
ing in the Spirit Lake Field
Office as a Soil
Conservationist in February
of 2015. Matt is native to
northeastern lowa where he
grew up on a small commer-
cial beef-cow calf operation
that his father and grandfa-
ther ran. His first experi-
ence with conservation was
on those farms and pastures,
where he learned the value
of terracing, strip cropping,
and establishing wildlife
habitat.  After graduating

ESTHERVILLE NEWS/ESTHERVILLE, IA

NEws
New Naturat RESOURCES GIINSEIWATION SEIWII}E EMPLOYEES TO SERVE YOU

From left are Clint Hain, Matt Welsh and Nick Dumke.

from lowa State University,
Matt’s career started in east-
emn lowa where he adminis-
tered locally led watershed
projects for The North Fork
of the Maquoketa River. In
2012 he took an opportuni-

ty with the NRCS to work in
Sioux County, where he
worked until he Started
working in his current posi-
tion. He and his wife,
Sarah, live on an acreage in
the rural George area, where

Photo submitted

her family farms. They
enjoy spending time with
friends and family and try-
ing to keep up with their two

dogs
Clint Hain joined us as the
new Soil Conservation

Technician in the Spirit
Lake field office in October
of 2015. A native of Mason
City, Clint is also a recent
graduate from the
Environmental Science pro-
gram at Jlowa State
University  while  also
receiving a  minor in
Sustainability While in
school Clint worked numer-
ous summer internships
with county  conservation
boards, the lowa DNR, and
helped conduct research on
wetlands at lowa State
before joining the NRCS
team. When not at work
Clint is an avid outdoors-
man spending most of his
time in the summer fishing
while participating in many
different hunting seasons
lIowa has to offer during the
fall and winter months

Our newest addition is
Nicholas Dumke. Nick has
been working in the Spirit
Lake Field Office since last
May as a Pathways Intemn
Nick will be transitioning to
the position of Soil
Conservationist  in  the

Estherville Field Office this

/

summer, Originally
eastern South Dakota,
recently graduated from
South Dakota State
University with a BS in
Agricultural Systems
Technology. Nick lives
with his fiancée  on an
acreage near Lakefield, MN
His fiancée, Kassy, is a biol-
ogist with Ducks Unlimited.
They enjoy exploring new
areas of the country and
anything outdoors related

Matt, Clint and Nick,
along with other staff in the
Spirit Lake and Estherville

from
Nick

field offices, encourage
agricultural and urban

landowners to contact us
with your soil and water
conservation questions and
needs. We look forward to
working With you.

The Spirit Lake Field
Office is located at 3302
18th Street, Spirit Lake and
the phone number is 712-
336-3782, Ext. 3
Estherville's Field Office is
located at 2109 Murray
Road, Estherville and the
phone number is 712-362-
2883, Ext. 3
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" Wednesday, August &, 2018 | 3A

83, Sunny, with a high near B2.

:lear, Sunday Night: Mostly clear,
! with a low around 62.

Wetland

field day set
for Aug. 9

[owa Learning Farms, in partnership with
the Prairie Lakes Conference and Dickinson
County Soil and Water Conservation
District, will host a wetland, saturated buffer
and bioreactor field day from 9-11:30 am.
Thursday, Aug. 9, near the Okoboji View
Golf Course, near Spirit Lake. The event
is free and open to the whole famnily and
includes a complimentary meal.

Edge of field pracnces like wetland,
saturated buffers and bioreactors arc key to
reducing nitrate loss from agricultural land in
lowa. Through a natural biological process
microorganisms living 1o the systems use
the incoming nitrate for respiration and
reduce the nitrates levels from incoming tile
drainage. Together with in-field practices like
cover crops and no-tillage, these practices
will help reach the Iowa Mutrient Reduction
Strategy goals.

Field day attendees will have the
opportunity rotate through three stations.
One of the stations will be led by Matt
Helmers, protessor of agricultural and
biosystems engineering at lowa State
University, and will feature the new lowa
Learning Farms Conservation Station On
The Edge that includes both a saturated
buffer and bioreactor model to demonstrate
how these edge of field practices can reduce
nitrate losses to lowa waterways. Staff from
the Okoboiji View Golf Course will lead a
ctation to discuss the wetland restoration
and creation project they participated In on
the grounds. The final station will be led
by Chris LaRue, lowa DNR, and Heather
Jobst, [owa MNatural Hentage Foundation,
to share details about the larger project i
the area to create and restore wetlands. The
meal will be held at Pub 19 at Okoboj View
Golf Course following the program.

The field day will held on public land
located at 1900 160th 5t. Spirit Lake. From
Spirit Lake, head west on Highway 9 for 3
miles. Turn south on IA-86 5 just west of
West Okoboji Lake and travel 1.1 miles.
Turn west on to 160th St. for 0.4 miles and
the site will be on the south side of the
road marked with a field day sign. The field
day 1s free and open to the whole family,
but reservations are suggested to ensure
adequate space and food. To RSVP please
contact Liz Juchems at 515-294-5429 or
| ilf@jastate.edu.
| For more Information about lowa
\Learning Farms, visit iowalearningfarms.
Org.
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