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Atrazine, an inexpensive weed-killer that 
has shoWn·up in tiny amounts in Iowa ground 
water, i$ still king in Iowa's cornfields. 
' The h~r!»i~de is used on 61 percent of the 

t state's corn acres, according to a survey of 
fertilizer and pesticide use mandated by the 
-1990 F~roi'Act and released Wednesday by 
Io\r~· ~Vl~ltural Statistics, a state and fed­
er4d .~g~~}:.~ 
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~~~~ ~~ survey is new, government of­
fi~~J.f .~~ltttle to compare it with. But oth­
e.-~- ; ... ~.~· · ... by the U.S. ~pa~ent of .Agricul­
tw:~ ·'-qf Jowa State Uruvers1ty confirm that 

. the: ~'U.Clde is widely used, although the t 
a~Qunt of ~creage covered with the chemical . ~ 
maf~ .4~g slightly. ; 
Th~· ~W1'~Y.. also suggests that use of nitro- ~ 

gentedi)izer, one of the sources of increasing t 
ni~jte:leyels in drinking water in Des Moines l 

an~ _Iowa· City, may have deelined in the last .! 
nv~ yeari - to 127 pounds per acre on corn. ~- t 
·· In .198?, ~ government survey of fertilizer · \ i 
use:.,howOO. that Iowa farmers used 2.3 mil- · ! 
li~li: ·pQun~~ of . nitrogen. The survey didn't . :: ~ 
br~ltdown how much of that went on corn or ., 

. ~oy~a~~;~ut !ll_ES~ n.~.trogen fe_~t~~~r no!: ~ . .J 
m~U~J~· llsM"'n corn.lf all of the rutrogen . ·~ 
· 'aj>p~~:in 1985 went on corn, farmers would _ J 

·h~;v_ -_~ .~t!.4 'about 163 pounds of nitrogen per :: :~~\ 
a~ti~9 .H9Ward Holden, assistant statisti- · . 
ci~ii"fqr Iowa Agriculture Statistics. ··' ·. 

·.. 'JQw~'~ pltrogerf use on corn is now below : :. · ~ 
th~- ~n_. ~tto. ·_nal average _of about 1. 3~ po_ ~nd~ , : _ . -~ 
F~~:psed 164 pounds .per acre 1n Illmo~ . ., ~ 
lasi.yeaif,··· l34 pound$ 'per acre in MissourL , ~ ~ 
Minn~.?'~ nitrogen usage was below Iowa's ~ : . ~ 
:- .~yetftPil.~· l13 po~nds per acre. : : : .. ·~ 

. Holdefl S'aid he thinks that's because Iowa · · ~ 
. faimei"&~JU'e beginning to use a new soil test . · ~ 
,( clevelopt,.d_ a~ Iowa State University to cut .~ 
~ 4ow.o oiumnecessary fertilizer use. · '5 
·· ·, Althi:nigh J{olden's agency and researchers ~ 
. at low~·~~ta.~e University have periodically .:1 
'' 'loo¥~d ~at~ow much pesticide and fertilizer ~ 
fann~rs·~ the latest survey was the most ~ 
de~~~djo~Oo~ .. at chemicals used in Iowa ori .. · ~ 
J~ifi~ (;r:ops - corn and soybeans - since . . 1 
~198p ..• ,:_ } J,' ;. . . •l 
~ • • ·~.· 't ··' • I~ ~~~-- . • . ) 

- ~t. "~~to~ ~e. agency's annual crop pro-~ :~ 
QU,.~B9~ .~ey for 1.990 ~~ was based on in- . 1 
te~'f~~- ~.~ 1,500 farmers conducted in. the : 1 
SUDUnel':&q<l fall ~f 1990. 1 

·· ~4.ij: ,Usiilg an·:average of 127 pounds of _ 1 
nit~ogep ;per acre of corn, farmers used 58. · ~ 
p'OiU)'ds ~.~·'- phosphorous and 7 4 pounds of pot- i 
a~::.f:~ . .-mers used .f:be most nitrogen - 144. ;. 
poun~ per acre - m the southeast crop re- 4 

portJb. •_ .. <listric. t. T_~ey used th_ e least - 114 ~~ 
pound$ JM:f ~ere :- m northwest Iowa. . 

Pn -'!Py~ns~· Iowa· farmers used an aver-
~8~.:,ol,i ,8 .!po,unda of nitrogen per acre, 42 · 
pounds·bf phosphorous and 57 pounds of pot­
ash. :·· 1 1 .. · . 

AtrJzine use on : corn varied across the 
stat4!,.rlt :"'.s used on ' 91 percent of the corn 
ac~&~ ·~ .southeast· Iowa and on 44 percent 
of the. acreage ill west-central Iowa. 
lfoJd~:~dn't explain why the statewide 

av~~~ge ·of -~'trazine use on 61 percent of the 
Iow~,~ ~~eage was higher than in a simi­
lar ~~~~y.-by ISU economists. That survey 
show~· . .uu,at atruine was used on 39 percent 
of ~Q.'fa'.- ·c.orn acreage in 1989, a slight de-

l cliQ,:fi'OQ142 .percent in 1985. 
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