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INTROurcTION
I

The  following.is  a  report  of  the  activities  of  the  Ida  County
Sot.1  Conservation  District  and  other  cooperating  agencies  for  the
1948  calendar  year.    Combined with  the  record  of  accexpllshments
of  the  different  organization81§  a.  discussion  of I the  methods  used
in  attaining  these  `ends.    It  is  hoped  that  by  soch  a procedure,  the`
experiences  of  this  Blstrict  may be  galnf`illy  exployed ty  others.
There  ls  considerable  drplioatlon  in  the  reports  of  the  accoxpllshr
bents  of  the  Dlstz`ict  a,nd  of  the  Ida  County Agricultural  Conservation
ABsociation.    Since  this  can  not  be  eliminated,   the  reports  of  the
two  agencies  mat  aot  be  a.dded  together  to  project  a picture  of  the
total  for  the  county  or  I}istrict.

In  1948  the  District  was  given  the  following  direct  assists,nce!

From  the U,  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,   Soil  Conserve,tion
Service:

Soil  Conservationist  (P-2)  -  12  months  service
. Conservation Aid  (SP-5)         -,12  morith6  service
lransportatioz},  office  space  and  supplies  for
the  a,bove.
off ice  space

S.  Post  Office  Department  furnished

givon  the  Ida  County Farm bureau,   Cooperating  with  the U.  S.
Department  of Agriculture,  E][tension  Service  and  the
±oya  State  Extension  Service!

Assistance  of  the  County  Extension  Director  in
setting up  and holding  meetings.   in  laying  contour
g`iide  1.ines  on  farn§  of  proapective  cooperatorg,a         and  in  acting  as  secretary  for  the  District
Cormissioner8.

hoe  the  Ida  Coon.ty Agricultural  Conservation Associatloni`LseiiiteLnce  izL  laying  out  contour  glide.. ||aee.
Nhch  ftLse.rtrfull± , iFL-rmpf>Iqp.a JquHli¢1..ty ¢
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REVEliopING  INIREST.  IN  SOIL   CONSERVAP|qu  i:   iit   ...
I.

iJ

The  development  of  interest.  in  soil  conser+ati.orftl§.:the  flr8t
step  in  the  District  Work Plan.    Phe  goal  is  to ;Obtain,  if possible.
proper  coxpetence  and' ideals  of  farm  operators,.  ?.:.`§b6.,eially a,S  re+

:::i!!f::=:;iaiiiii:#:i:;:;i::;:f:;:;!i;;::;;!fl#;;i:a;;;ii:;::!::t.

:a:u::::;.a:::s:Perationar aids  Set  forth below ha#6 .proved  effective     `
`            The  economic  apgivoach  now  used  by  the  Prodn.ction  ltfarketing

Authorit.Tr  through  its  1oca.1 Agrioursural  Ccmse`ivation Ass:®ciations
ha.s  proved. ve.ry. effective. in  stirring up  interest.    Elsewher.e  in  this
report  the  accomplishaents  of  th.is  method  i`n  Ida.  County  are  set
forth.    The  Little  Sioux  Flood  Control Progra,in  opera,tes  in  the  north
threerfourths  of  the  I)i-strict,    It  provides  m`ich  the  same  incentive.
in  that  the  Fede±il  Government  provides  water  dispose.1  systems  to
groups  of  farmer,s  without  Cost  where  the  farmers  can  guarantee  the
maintainance-  6f  the  system.    There  are  some  who  disagree  with  the
idea  of  payi`ng  a,  farmer  to  help  himself.  b`it  the  va.1ue  of  the..work
as  a  whole  can  not  be  discounted where  goal  ls  to  8,rouse  enthusiasm.

FaJrm  conservat`ion plans  resulting  fran Earner-Distlict  Agree-
mentg  have  rna,de  excellent  demonstrations  for  farmers  to  wa.tch  and
study.    During  the past  yea,r  this  I)istrict  has  had  seventy-eight
sucb plans  in  operation.    There  will  be  at)out  one  h`1ndred  in  1949.

Tours  have  not  been used  e,xtensively  since  most,usually  only
small  attendance  can  be  obta.ined.    In  addition  experieflce  indica,tes
the,t  over  a  period  of  time  it  i§  the  same  small  group  which ©.ttends
all  of 'the  tours.

Schools  and  demonstrations  for  teaching  soil  conservation
techniques  to  farmers  have  met  with  indifferent  success.    Since
the  `event  mL§t  be  held  out  of  doors  it  .is  alwa.ys  subject  to  the
vagaries  of  the  weather.

There  ha,s  been  a  Veteranls  Agricultura.I  ]raining  School  in
operation  in  this  District  since  Ma,rch  1947.    The  District  has
received  many  requests  for. a.ssista,nee  \Arith  individual  conserva.tion
practices.  which  can  be  a,ttrit]uted  to  this  activity.

Ph®re  are  four  newspapers  in  the  I)istrict.  all  weekly.    They
aret  The  Ida  County Pioneer~Record.   The  Battle  Creek  Times,   The
Holstein Adva,nee  and  the  Ga.1va.  Prib`ine.    All  four  have  devoted  mich
€pace  to  the  printing  of  soil  conserve.tion  news  items.

The  County Extezl61on Director  in  his  weekly  newspaper  column  al-
rays brings  out  sonething  on  Coil  conservation,.    This  column  is
printed  in the four  county papers and  in  the Thrp Ehlreau  cha]cetslnan.
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RENslow ACTlvlTREs  Foe  soll,  coNsmvATlon  IN  IDA  oo{Irmr  (1)

The  soils. program  in  Ida  County has  been  rat`her  highly  developed
during  t.he  past  12  months,   and  has  reached  al.1  of  our  tc>wn§hips`.
This  program  of  soil  conservf tion  has  reached  a  very  intensifi6d      '
stage,   due  to  some  ext,ent  to  t.he  Iiittle  -Sioux  Flood  Coritrol  program.
The  two  sub-watersheds  of  the  Lltt|?  Sioux River  in..  Ida  county,   the
Perion  and  Kirkholm  stib-watersheds,  ar.e  now updef  constmction.
The  Godberson,   uThith  and  Brueck  a.onstruc.tion.. Companies  ha.ve  been
awarded  the  contracts  for..the  cons.truction  in.  thes.6..I;,Sub-watersheds.
A  considerable  a.mount  of  this  work  ha,s -been  cod}'p-|6ted-a,nd  will.  pl.o-
gI`ess  .a,s  weather  conditions  permit.

After  discussing  advancement  in  soil  conserva.tion  with  the
District   Gormissioners,   Henry Da,1l,   Ross  Ba.u.mann9   arid  Ed Perion
as  well  a§  Kenneth BiLirnett,   Soil  Conservation  Technician,   it  has
been  decided  th6  edHca.tional  progz.am  shoiJ.1d  continue  to  be.  of  an
area  basis  rat.her  than  to  intensify  in  watersheds  of  sub-watersheds
until  they  are  requested  by farmers  th.emselves.

-It  is  t,hought  tha.t  `r.ext  year  inch  additional  work will  be  done .
in  the  develop;Bent  of  watershed.s  and  tha.t  the  empha,sis  should' be
placed  on apia}ying  soil  conservation principles  rather  than  on  the
erection `of  structiires.

At  the  present  time  thel'e  a,re  96  Farmer  I)istrict Agreements  in
effect  and  requests  of  a.pproximately  80  additional  agreemem`t`s. `ar.e.
on  file,               ,

In  ca.rrying  out  the  educa.tiona.i  progran  in  soil  conservation,
three.forage  crop  va,Piety  trials,   one.commercial  grain  tria.1,  and
one  soybean  demonstration  areas,  have  been  established.    It  is  hoped
that  these  demonstration  a.reas  will  be  ablg  to  assist  farmers  in
developing  rotation  mcjre  suitable  to  t.he  soil  co:iidibions  for'  those
areas.     In  the  ±'ield  of  crop  production.   the  variou.s  questions  of
veed. control,  rotation.  and  crop  insect  control  ha,ve  been  of  major
imports.nee .

•. sO£I„.cOH§mvATION.AoglvlTlrs   IN  IDA  OOuNII-stLEOOI]s   (,2) .

The  study .of  conservation  in  the  Ida`  County  Schools  has  been
based upon  the  three  yea.r  course  of  study as  put  ou.i  by  the  Iowa
State  Departmerit:.  of  Public  In§tructiom.     I`hese  un..Lts  consist  of
science  units  for  fa.11.  wint.,er  and  spring  with  special  elxphasis  upon
copserva,tion  in at  lea,st  one unit  ea,ch  year.

This  work.  is  adapted  mostly  t.o  upper  grades  bu.':  a,  good  teacher
5`s  able   to  begin  the  study  to  even  primary  pu.pils®     `.,t..'.e  find  tha.t  one
Obstacle  to  tea,chins  the  s'uLbject  is  the  fact  t±iat,  tea,chefs  ha.ve  had  .
little  or  ho  training  themselves.    However  consid.arable  rna,teria.i  has

tl)  Section prepared .cy Br\ice  W.  Marcue,  Id.a  County  Ejctension  Director.
(2)   Serctich preipared bay-A.  J.  froRIelly,  Ida  Coupt-y  &i:perlntend.eat  of

Schools.
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been  provided  by  the Extension  Service  and  the  Soil  Conservation
`Servi c6 .

Approximately 400  students  receive  this  instruc-tion an`"ally.

. ORGArilzlIfG  Foe  son  coi`'s."w:ATIon  A]\i.I]  I:',rjcoD  CONIROL

The  secoijd  s`tep  used  in  this  district   in  es+irfub:I.ishing   soil
Conservatj.rln   on   +vh¢J;   1.i.i..id.   3.s   the   ®rga,nization   1~;±'   tit/`i€,..'L].   Watershed  '
groups   of  farmersQ     This  r`ie+.hod  is  used  becaus€ ,...... j   ii?seds  up  the
work  of  the  farm  planner.`  p`nil  fjf  the   technician  tr;.i.iu`  t.7:.il  assist   the
farnier  in  laying  riut  a.nd  plE'`r.i]i€   the  individual  p.{.a,a.'-,ices  on  the
land.     Three  district  commissi(ti]ers.are  unable  t.a  .T..ssume  the  entire
responsibility  for.   seeing  t'Lng.t   the  work  is  do:1.t7  +,`±:rrju.ghaut   t,he
di`si;riot,   however.   if  a  commit!:ee   of  loca.1  fa;:..I.ii.eTs  assumes   this
respc`Tisibility,   a.. better  job  will  be  done  and  +,he   cormiss±ohers  a.re
free  .for  other  activities.
•`,-

OJ-.dinarlly  the  County  3iixtension  Director  has  assured  the
ras};oii€ibility  for  ol.ganizing  these  groups,    Itiring  the  past  year
his  a,a.: i7ities  ha.ve  resulted  in  tbe  formation  of  three.  groups,

:::::€:;;Lt:g 6::o::::: i:: £::;e c:h:a::::I:::u:: Sa::e:h:e;£:n8::::yf£:and
of  fupervisors.

GETTII\TG   Sollj   coNSERv_:...Tl oN  PRACTICES  ApPI,Ire

In  1948  this  district  has  assisted  cooperating  fa.rmers  in  es~
ta.blishing  conservation  practices  in  th.e  amounts  shown  below:

Contour  pla.nting

Seeding  Waterways

Terra.ces  constructed

Contour  field  boundaries  e§ta.bllshed

New permanent  pasture  established

Adequate  cropping  systems  planned

5  619  acres

277  200  sq.  yd.

9.7  miles

1  405  rods

log  ac'res

5  369  acres
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AOTlvlTIEs Or  Trs  in  ccRrir" AenlcurnmAL  cONsmv:ATIOu AssoclAglon  (1)

She  following  table  indica`tes  prag,ress  in  soil  conserve.tion
resulting  from  a.rT,tivities  of  the  local  AAA  prc>t3ram.

PRAO*IO:,i,__+,_   ._._  _    .           __I   ,       =

Oont®u=:.   T3].ow  an{'L  pta.ut
Con+... oi]..-?   i,1,.an.'o    O.yi].y

i,or`.i,rJur  plan+,  row  crop

seed.i:.1,5   wa.terways,

Sma:.I.   3art,h  da,ms

Iiime   ipT.lea,d

Fe?.'ti.L€.I &.3r   spread
ELilE]\

Green.  ;?..?.n-I:.I.e   crops

Grass<3d.  h-,a.-1T.a.nds   tis.to~blift!?.ed'

urLI=±                  .12L4i9           i.9Lfl

Acre             .,4??[i(2)      -~
Acre              i ~t=``i-.         frEse.
Acre                  10   S,`J±            6  398

sq.  ya.            1.81.:i       59O  loo

Ou.  Td.             2   8`r39   .   Io7  og7

-Ion            .          6   ?U`7             5   674

Torn                             7 8r8                  37 9

Acre                30  455         21416

lin.Rod     42277(2)     -~
I        .  {£.tj   :i.Jracticc   ]:`\:'.1.st   used   in   1948     .

The  marked  i.iicl.ease  ir.  contouring  evidently  o6currr7d  because
farmers.iranted  to  sa.re  moi3i;ure  for  crop  production  rT.nd  to  save
soil.     Grassed  head:La.nds  wa„s.  a  practice  tried  this  yesui.  for  the
first  time.    The  pr'actice  he*s  done  mch' t6  increase,  i.+.e  a`creage
of  contouring  in .tht3  count..y`     Grassed  waterways  incl.utl.=s  only  those
waterways  which  Th.ei.e   special.1y  smo.othed.a.nd  seededo     -j.lei.e  no  spe6ia.1
effort  was  mad.e  I;y  t.he  farme!r  no  accolxplishment   is  recorded.

(1)   Sect,ion  prepa.+ed  by  Fred  Harder, . Ch;irman.   Edwin  Carlson  and Ed
Rejmer9   -i-da  County  AAA   Committee.

• :Llii"E  sloux  mool>  doNmou  ACTlvlglE`s  IN  THE  DlsTRIC±

Ir  1946  four  groups  of  Ida  County farmers  already  cooperating
With  the  district  requested  additi®na.1 tassistance  in  gully .control.
mese  i.-eq``1.ests  were  referred  to  the  liittle  Sioux  F].ood.  Control  staff
of  the   SJil  0onseriration  Service.     To .date. ajrangeT?..nts  have  been
made  b.  handle  the  problems  of  two  of  the  grchps®     The  Service  has
let  cont.i.a.cts  totaling  more  than  $234,000o00.    The  .'Llistrict  has
assured  responsi,bility  f{`r  the  rna:int;`inance  ®f  these  works.    In-.

Si:;6-:::e;tw-::::iikt8a g;a:::uahaLV:o:::;::t!:np3% §:n£: :. ::::t;:g:::
a,nd  in.addition  pot .to  exceed.I¢  a'~}e.ar  for  15  years.

.,.'
•±..-.

papre:: ::.a::: ?i::gyp:: .:.::e:::::i::I::atrd: :a ::=a:i#y:::t:¢
•...       `                     ,

are  similarly llm.ited  to  50 <±ents a.n acre.
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Oo§ts  to  the  Federal  Government .per  m@teished  acre  treated  are
high,  but  are  regarded a§  an  investment  protecting- lands  as  far
away as  lJew  Orleans.    The  program  gives  to  faFmer§  in  the  Little
Sioux  1,ir..itc,rshed  the  opporturiity  t6J  contro.1  the  large  ©illies  that
i;he   in{.i.-£v'idua,1  is  unable  to  s`icces§fu`11y  combat.

PROBLEMS

Ph€ -i,`i.strict  has  been unable. to  arrive  at  satisfactory  solutions
to  the   t-L`:.ilot,.t-ing  problems;

1{    `'+.t`he   shortag6  of  man-power  for  educational  p\1xposes.
2"    'j;rte,  difficulty  of  rna,intaining  longrtime  land use  and  soil

a,bhservatioh plans  where  there  is a  rapid  turnover  of
c`{^rners  and  operators.

3..    L4he  tendency  of  fa,rmer.:  to  sacrifice.  soil  organic  rna.tter
.  a.nd  top  soil  for  a.dditiona.1  row  crop  acreage  beccaise  of

high  prices  or  economic  necessity  Shat  may  result  from
low  prices.    In many  cases  these  farmers  thihk  that  con-
tour  planting  and  terraces  will  protect  tbem  from  the
I"esult  of  their  excesses.

4.    Th.e  relative.  cliff ioulty  of  controlling  weeds, in  drilled
corn,  which  in  turn  retards  the  genera.i  accepts.nee  of
contour  planting.    Widespread use  of  2.4-D may  provide  a.
partial  answer.

5.    the  lack  of  funds  available  to  the  Ida  County Board  of
a        Sllpervisors  for  ro.ads.    Phis  problemi becomes  critical

where  tbe  Iiittle  Sioux  Flood  Control  Program  calls  for  a
large  number  of  structures  on public  roads.

ArmowLEDGE"

toace  will  not  jermit  the  naming  of  all  ind`|vidual§  and groups-t.  which  this  District  is  indebted  for  a,ssista.ace  a,nd  cooperation.
Many farm  operators  have  carried  on  soil  conservation riactices
wit.hcnlt  our  knowledge.    However,   it  is  desirous  to  name  the  follow-
ing  orga,nizations  a,nd persons.  and  to  express  appreciation  for  all        \
assistance  rendered.                      ``

Id;  County  Farm  Bureau
Sdi.1  0onservati,on  Service

Ida  C.unty Agricultural  Oonsefvation Ass®ci/ation
Iowa Agricultural  Experiment  Statioa
Ida  County  Su:perintendent`  of  Schools
Iowa Agricultural  E]cten§ion  Service

Product ion  and. Ma.rketing Administration
)attle  Creek times                     Arth:\ir  grusf  and  Savings Bank

:i:::::::Ai¥:C:|drGrove``:ii::#¥i:%afd±afa==8:I:ckGT;:;ca)
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PROGREss  sunmART

Im  courH  son  cONSERviTICiN  DlsTRlcT
EsmBI,ISHEnFEB.  19.  1945

worm uNlq  OFFIon  QPRED",  13,   i946

Sub-vatershed  Groups  Organized

Soil  Conserve.tion  S`Lrveys   (acres)

Farm  OoBservation Plans  Completed  (Ht))
(Acres)

' Acres  Oontouz`ing  lp.id  OLit

Miles  [erraces  E`iilt

Acres  Definite  Crop Rotation Planned

Edncational  Meetings  Held  (No)
(Attend)

News  Articles

Demons`trations  (No)
(Attend)

Ba.dlo  Talks

Birthday Party  (No)
(Attend)

(   '-.`.`€  :%*

|n   ig48.              T€=,_Qa=£_e-
810

10  321                40  742

3496
6  773                 16  618

3619 ____I        I  _      i  ___

9`?                     16.6

6  369                12  534

8.51
163                   1106

36

1
29

0

1
loo

.±i ci-£i..rfu

83

30
169

I

5
575

IENRY  DAEL,   chairman
Ida  County  Soil  Conservation  District


