
c e a~ers e • ee 1r1gs , 
A~ Melrose, 
Bureau Hall 
And Hilton 

Formers of Ceda r 
Creek Area Asked 
To Study Plan. 
l"nrmcors and nthN int H · • ,f 

P•nons In the- Uf' P"r Ct•dal Cr , k 
watcrsh~d Will \\ e giv•··• an ppu • 
tunity to Corm o Watersh<'d A 

0
• 

clltllon, •t has bf'cn announcl'rl hy 
Monro,_. Count y Soli District c 
missioners. 

A scorlt•s of ml:'eting~ lor e~r11 
allan ul thl' WntE•shed Prnt ct1 n 
and Flood Control Act Will L<' 1 
thh month. 

Here's l h• IChedule: 

March 18-Farm Bureau H:>ll 
Albia , 8 p.m. 

March 19--Melrose Commumty 
P.all. 8 p.m. 

Ma rch 21- Hi!ton Church, 8 
p.m. 

T h" U(Jp ·r Cedar u atNshl'<! 
bounded ro\lghly b) h1ghu,) t; 

!rom th~< Sl!uth county line north 
to thl' Tony Amo~s !ann th n 
"l'st t o th., lllatt Cht>lnr ( rm 
From th<•rE' It runs south n•l 

I !Jtll,. west to hfghwny iW 'It Jurn 
J Crall's, thpn \\c~t into Lu , 
county It dot's not Include sou1 h­
Ptn Jackson township. \\'hjr~ ~ ., 
anotlwr w lter,hed, 

Personnel from the Soil Con­
servation Service, Soil District, 
Extension Service, Agricultural 
Stabilization nnd Conservation 
of!lce, Iowa Sotl Conservation 
committee and Agricultural Bu-

1 roau of the Albia Chamber of 
Commerce will take part in the 

j March 18, 19 and 21 meetings. 

ThE \\at<·"h· 1 a a to be d • 
cusscrl contarrs i:! 558 ac < 
"hich more than ha,r ar rn r 
tut'r and woodland. Th re a o' r 
:!.000 acres or bntt 1mland to b 
protccted trum flood and bo 
10 rnrles of ronct thnt e.m b< flo d­
cd. 

Const>n ntion PTaNic<>, nlr 1 • 
on the lnnd 111 thrs nrl'~ 111 lu • 
213 forrn poncts, SJ1< drop-mkt r1. 
\t·rsron lructurcs, 31 m1lc of • l· 

ract•s, 211 milt's of dl\ ers1 n t r­
ra<·cs nnct 96 acr<•s ol str1p crop-

/ 

Pmg. 

Rt•gnrdlcss o! the nct,on fin 1!1~ 
tnkt'n, tlw informauon nHtlloblc 
nt Ill<' rnet•IJn~s will be ot 'aiL 
to 1111 1/u·n,,., s nnd lllndo\\ ncrs 111 
this owa, It \\as sold. 



>IT OR/Al:S 

Soil, Water Conservation 
Pays Off in This County 

This iS.~ aild \\ arer Consen at10n 
Week. ¥ 

And PW13Jl.S jfs a bit incongruous 
that we ~'a'sldl"" a ~et!k 111 the m1dst 
of ton:Arctn tsrl"ol\ ti.~ll apd in the 
midst of gull~y afte~gulley in our 
fields to o~erye 11 W: dedicated to 
the conservatf6n of ~ and water • 

Yet, perhaps as 1f other smgle 
thing could \1~ 4one,\1be nins of tins 
month have. ~~monmaled the real 
work of .t gOQjl. pr~tG'n1 of soil and 
'' ater conser,1Jtton. ;I'" 

For we 1\~e. seen fieJds where gul­
lcys had deyelopeq gulle)'S big enough 
to hide a discarded car carefull) blnd­
~d over and seeded dO\\ n and tarn·· 
ing the torrential rams down the gr;~s"s· 
cd. ·waterways 

We have seen, too, fields wh1ch m 

former ~·enrs were "1\0thing but mud 
flats after torrential rains BOt thts 
year some of those fields have been 
pw~la hv wate11lars. bv terraces 
afliDI~rs•o'rr \lttt*~and tile crops in 
tho~ 1lc1<1s lli1s } l!:-erll1a\'c,.n chantt·, 
clcSpfte till' I amfaU,_ 

\\'p ha' c seen weed .. i»fested pas­
llu cs wh1c h in years gone bv have 
thn,·ed on hcav\' ramfalls as the wceds 
~rcw to new heights But the pasture 
tmprovemcnt programs. the new seed­
lings, the proper grazing methods have 
made these same ficlds lush and ver­
dant pasturcs 

J\11 of us, too, have known years 
when water brought by the torrential 
rains simply disappeared dO\\ n the 
creeks and into the rivers and there 
was none caught and stored on the 
land But the propPr protective cover 
and the good planning of farm ponds 
have this \Car captured much of th1s 
water and impounded 1t for use 
throughout the summer and fall. 

Through the years as we have watch­
ed farmers 111 th1s section of Iowa un· 
prove their land, improve thetr conser­
vallon practices we and they have 
tltought aiJuut the cost. Conservation 
is a costh affa1r It takes machmery 
and heav\ eqmpment. It takes good 
seed It takes good planning It costs 
mone\· to dear brush It ro~ts moncv 
to cut dead trees. 

But those farmers who have prarllc­
ed good s01l and water conservation 
oH•r a penod of vears knO\\ that mom•) 
expended on these sound practices is 
returned to them many ttmes over 

Look at the average value of farm 
land in this area and you get some 
idea of the pay-off . 

Look at the increase in the farm Ill· 
come and the worth of farm products 
and \'OU get another mdication 

Compare the number of acres it takes 
for a cow and a calf toda> '' 1th that c­
quired even five years ago and you 
kno,·· what soil and water tonservatton 
and good pasture prachtes can mean. 

\\'e're sold on conservahon, on 
bmlding for the future. 

\\'e're happy for the enthusiasltc 
support of consenatton m th1s count) 

We're proud of the cooperators, 
those farm owners and those farm op­
crators for whom conservation is a way 
of life. 

\\e salute those who each vear make 
this annual soil and water conservation 
\\ cek observance more meaningful 
than ever 

I 
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Good luck at State 
Soil Judging 

Eric, Travis, Jason and Matt 

Four Albia Community High School FFA 
members have qualified to compete in the state 
FFA soil judging contest this weekend on a farm 
near A mes. The four will climb into a pit and 
judge various soil conditions including surface 
features, soil features -profile, land capability 
and productivity potential, evaluation of 

management practices and the suitability of 
soils for non-agricultural uses. Members of the 
team competing at state include from left, Eric 
Biederman, Travis Zaputil, J ason Ammons 
and Matt Stocker. R ichard Tharp was also a 
member of the four-member district champion­
ship team, but placed fifth in the regional 
competition. 

Grandpa and Grandma Cabell 

Soil Conservation 
District Commissioners 

Jim and Connie Keller 
Bridgette, Jim and Brenna 

Plackett's Super Valu 

Mike, Ann and Alex Stocker 

Coltrain Implement 

Halley's Mobile Home 
Park & Sales 

Peoples State Bank 

Henderson Implement Co. 

Harde es 

Firs t Iowa Sta te Bank 

Dandee Grocery 

Johnson Insuran ce Services 

Gerald L . H aas Jr., D .O. 

Pam ida 

A. Y.M., Inc. 

Judge Chiropractic Center 

Hawkeye Lumber Co. 

H y-Vee 

Lindber g Sh elter Insurance 

Morehead Auction Service 

G.B. Equipment Co. 

Pizza Hut 

Albia Motor Co., Inc. 

Mick Furniture & Appliance 

Hawkeye Farm Management 
& Real Estate 

Herb and Lucille Bettis 

James J. Bates, D.D.S. 

Kraber Electric 

Folkerts Amoco 

Smitty's Sandwich Shop 

Chiropractic Health Center 

Bettis Oil Co./Amoco Oil Jobber 

Kness Mfg. Co., Inc. 

Hawkeye Molding Engineers, Inc. 

Zip Print & Advertising 

The Hair Gallery 

The Owl Tap 

~··············•***********************• • • i Good Luck, Matt i 
• • : Love Dad, Mom and Alex : 
• • -*************************************.-

Geyer-Nordstrom Funeral Chapel 

Falvey Lumber Co. 

Albia Area Chamber of Comme r ce 

Video & Office Supply Shop 

Flower Depot 

Denis Della Vedova, Inc. 

Mom & Me 

Albia Realty Co. 

Duea Motor Co. 

Hess Drug 

Barbary Coast Opera House 

Medicap Pharmacy 

John J . Scieszinski, D.D.S. 

Castings Hardware Hank 

Chariton Valley Electric 
Cooperative, Inc. 

The Hair Port 

L & C Photo's 

Breadeaux Pisa 

Albia Boos ter Club 

Albia True Value 

Adams Auto Body 
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anniversary~ /7_ I Cf tt'( 

et is Nov. 28 
• 

Ti.ckets for the NJohr(;&""County Soil Conscrvauon DIStricts 50th 
Anmversary Banquet arc available at the district office in Albm of 
from commiSSIOners. 

The banquet starts at 6 p.m. at the First Christian Church. Dav1d 
Dukes, a ~edford farmer, wtll be the guest speaker and will d1scuss no­
ull pracuees. 

The cost of the banquet is S5 . 
Commissioners include Mervm McDanel, Morav~a, John Lawless 

Melrose, Bob. Hend~on. Alb1a, Albert Tangie, Albia and Sue 
Ammons, Alb1a. ~ISlant commisSIOner.. include Marvin WinJes, 
Blakesburg, Pat. Fmdlay, Loviha, M1ldred Gladfcdler, Morav1a Bob 
McG1nn1s, Alb1a and Helen Smclair, Melrose. 

50 years of conservation 
When this pboto was taken almost SO )'ears ago, tbe men seated around the table probably didn ' t haH u 

sense of the histor y that tbey would help create. These are members of the Monroe County Soil Consen at ion 
staff and commissioners taken around 1945, a )'ear into tbe establishment of the U.S. Soil and Water Conser­
vation Sen ice in the coun ty. From left, Harold M . Anderson, d is trict commissioner , Jobn A. Botl~, ~oil 
consenation technician, Alton Wilcox, commissioner, James Foster, Commissioner , S)hian Runkel, ar ea 
consenationist, Lloyd Reed, extension director and Sterling Martin, commissioner. T be Soil and Water 
Conser vation Service is celebrating its 50th a nniver sary with a banquet Monday, Nov. 28, 6 p.m. at the first 
Christ ian Church. T ickets ar e $5 and are a vailable at the district office in Albia or from any current district 
commissioner. A featur e story on the work of t he SCS in Monroe County, including an intervie" with John 
nott ~, who was with tbe SCS from its inception until his retirement, will appear in T hursday's Union-

Republican. ~ / .S: / 'f 'j <t' 
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Thursday, June 27, 1996 

'-­Soil conservation 
commissioner terms 
up for re-election 

The terms of two Monroe file nomination petitiOns in the 
County Soil and Water Conserva- same manner as for other elective 
lion District Commissioners, positiOns ut the general election 
Merv10 McDanel of Moravia Ur- except that no pohllcal pany 11. des-
bana Townsh1p and John Lawless ignated Nommation petitions can 
of Melrose, Jackson Township w11l be obta10ed from the County Aud1-
exp1re at noon on Jan 2, 1997. tor 

Successors will be elected at the T • -
1 

ed b 25 cl-
general eleclton Nov 5 19% __ he\c: pet11tons, s gn _ y _ 

Any qualified electo; residing 10 1g1ble dectors, must be ftled wuh 
the soli and water conservation dts- the County Auduor at the Monroe 
trict, wh1c0 1s all of Monroe Count County Courthouse no later than 5 
10cludtng ciltes and towns, is ehgi- p m. on Aug 28, 1996 
ble for the office of commiSSIOner, lndtv1duah. elected 10 November 
except that no more than one com- 1996 will serve a term of four years 
missioner may be a resident of any commencing Jan 2, 1997 Soil and 
one township. Incumbent commts- water conservation diStrict commis-
SIOners are Susan Ammons of AI- sioners 'erve Wtthout salary and 
bta, Monroe Township, Albert gu1de the overall soil and water 
TangJe of Alb1a, Troy Township conservation program tn the 
and Robert Henderson of Albia, county For fun her mformation per-
Mantua Townsh1p, therefore, rt~.1- taming to the responstbthties of a 
dents of theses township would not commi~~•oner, contact Monroe 
be ehgible for office at this lime. County Sot! and Water Con~erva-

Prospective candJdates seeking lion District office, 148 2nd Ave 
the office of so1l and water conser- Wc\t, Alb1a, Iowa or call 515-932-
valton djstrict commlssioner~m~u~s~t-~5~1~4~4:..._ __ =,_.--------'"" 

I 
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AGRICULTURE Delaney receives 
master's degree 
from Iowa State 

Sue Delaney was a" ardell a Ma~tcr 
of Sc1c.nce Degree 111 Agrkulturc 
from Iowa State Umverslly 1n 
Ames on Fnday, Ma} 8 Delancy rs 
a I 975 graduate ol Muyo H1gh 
School 1n Rochester, Mmn 1nd a 
1979 Ammal Sc1en~e graduate of 
Iowa State. 

She has been Iowa State Um,er· 
s11y Extenswn D1rector 111 Monroe 
County ~mce No, ember 1992. 

Monroe County farmers 
eye weather, calendar 
nervously as rain continues 

If a Monroe County farmers docs· 
n't have h1s com m the ground al­
ready, he can expect to lose up to 
10 percent of h1s potenual y•cld By 
June I, 1f that com 1sn 't planted, up 
to 19 percent of y1eld potential will 
be gone 

Those figures are daunting to 
farmer~. few of whom have d1ppcd 
theu planters mto the ground th1s 
sprmg 

Some com has been planted m the 
northern part of the count}, but 
heavy rams early and a pattern of 
ram about every other day has kept 
most farmers out of the field . Prac­
tically every aspect of the spnng 
p lantmg season 1s far behind sched­
ule. 

T illage, application of fenillzers 
and planting are all langUJsh•ng as 
El Nmo weather patterns dominate 
the southern half of the state South 
of Monroe County the news 1s even 
worsl' Wayne, Appanoose and 
Dav1s Counties have all expcnenced 

the same number of rams but wuh 
great amounts. 

Accordmg to the Monroe County 
ExtensiOn Serv1ce, farmers are 
closely watchmg the calendar as 
they prepare to rap1dly plant thc1r 
corn crop once (and 1!) the weather 
dries up 

Long term stud1es md1cate that 
optimum corn y1elds result from 
planungs made during April 20-
May 5. That Window of opportu· 
nlty is gone, although veteran 
farmers w•ll tell you that southern 
Iowa has a two-week longer grow· 
mg season most years which 1s a 
huge benefit dunng late planting 
years. 

The goal for farmers IS to estab 
llsh a umform stand of 26,000 
30,000 plants per acre, regard less of 
the planung date. The extension 
serv1ce suggests that if planting 1s 
delayed past May 25, hybnds earlier 
than the "adapted full season" matu · 

nty for the area rna} be a bette 
chOICC 
Farmer~ can sull expect up to 6" 

percent of the1r c.orn y1eld af con 
goc~ 111 the ground b) June I 0 sui 
a month '!Way 

Soybea, planting IS not as cnu 
~:al, accord1ng the extension rc 
,earch n fnct, 1f soybeans an 
planted p1 'r to Apnl 21l ) acids ca1 
be docl..ed 2 5 percent A mad Ma 
planting w 111 ac.haeve max1mun 
y•elds for soybe.:m; hut full caso 
\Dnet1es can l:>e plant d unul Jun 
20 With 90 percent yu:hls Soy 
beans ha\e been planted up unu 
the f1rst of Jul) and "11h II mel 
rams have c.ome through \\ llh goo 
}' u:lds m the fall 

A umque problem to souther 
Iowa farmers m a late pluntmg yea 
I' that the cnucally nnponant al 
falfa crop may be read) for Its llr• 
harvest at the same ume corn an 
soybeans have to go 11110 th 
ground 

Farm Bureau assists beef producers 
A program ded1cated to helpmg 

beef producers m southern Iowa re· 
ceive a greater return on the1r 111 
vestment rece1ved support this week 
from the Iowa Farm Bureau 

The Iowa Farm Bureau will pro­
vide $22,000 to the Chanton Val­
ley Beef Imuauve matchmg 
$11 ,000 contnbuted by II county 
Fa rm Bureaus, mcluding Ap· 
panoose. Clarke. Davis, Decatur, 
Lucas, Mad1son, Mahaska, Monroe. 
W apello, Wayne and Warren 
County 

Chanton Valley Beef 1s d<:s1gned 
to assis t producers m making the 
transitiOn to attain true value for 
the1r calves by securing informauon 
regarding feedmg and processmg 
performance The 1mt1auve w1ll 
prov1de producers entenng value­
based marketmg arrangements wuh 
tnformauon that's essential for cap­
tunng premiUms for quality beef 

Funds pronded b) the IFBF w11l 
be used to purchase appropnate 
computer software to evaluate beet 
herds and carcass data for producers 

Chanton Valle) Beet w1ll also an 
form and educate produce-rs m th 
I I county area vi nu:ellngs, the lr 
temet and ICN telecasts and h1re 4 
H and FFA youths wath an mtercs 
Ill computers to ass1st V"' corpora 
uon w1th data entry 

In addiuon, Chanton Valle) Bee 
has approval to purchase second3r) 
alliance "11h PrecuJOn Beef ot 
Lew1s In return, Pro:c1 ron Beef Al­
liance w11l offer producers access to 
1ts serv1ces quality C3J'Cass data col­
lection and meat rnerchand1smg. 



AGRICULTURE 

Heat wave plus rain 
helps corn, soybean 
crops play catch-up 

Iowa Secretary of Agnculture 
Dale M Cochran sa.td today that the 
warmer than normal temperature~ 
along with ample m01 sture last 
week provtded •deal grO\\>IOg condt­
uons for com and soybean~. 

"Spotty thunderstorm~ accompa­
nied by htgh winds hll parts of the 
state, caus10g additional green snap 
to occur, and farmers in the north­
em one- thtrd of the state arc say10g 
they could use a good sho1.1.er to 
help out during pollination. ~a•d 
the Secretary 

Monroe Counuans, like other 
Iowans, suffered under 90-100 de­
gree heat for almost a weel.. but 
umely rat ns provided relief to 
crops, parucularly com 10 the tasslc 
stage Monroe County missed a 
two and a half inch ram storm that 
tracked nonh and hll Oskaloosa on 
Tuesday mght, instead rccet"mg a 
gentle quarter-mch of mOisture 

"As of Sunday, 76 percent of the 
state's corn acreage had tasseled, 
whtch IS about one week ahead of 
the 1997 pace and 12 days ahead of 
the five-year average Corn has 
stlkcd on 49 percent of the crop, 
whtch 1s also s1x days ahead of last 
year, and mnc days ahead of the 
five-year average. " satd Cochran 
"As of Fnday, the corn crop was 
rated 4 percent very poor, 7 percent 

poor, 23 percent fatr, 45 percent 
good, and 21 percent e'<Ccllcnt " 

"Soybeans are also progress10g, 
wtth 77 percent of the acreage 10 
bloom as of Sunda) ." ~a.td Secretary 
Cochran "That 1s s1x days ahead of 
1997 when 56 percent had bloomed, 
and 12 days ahead of the five-year 
average Soybean acreage sett10g 
pods is at 22 percent, one week 
ahead of laM year and the five-year 
average As of Friday, the soybean 
crop cond111on was rated 3 percent 
very poor. 7 percent poor, 23 per· 
cent fatr, 46 percent good and 21 
percent excellent. 

In Its weekly Crop and Weather 
Report, the Iowa Department of 
Agriculture and Land Stewardshtp's 
(IDALS) Statistics Bureau satd as 
of Fnday July 17, the state's top­
sot! moisture was rated 2 percent 
short. 14 percent sho14 74 percent 
adequate and I 0 percent surplus. 
Subsoil motsturc was I percent 
short, 9 percent short, 76 percent 
adequate and 14 percent surplus. 

"The hot. humtd weather has 
stressed Iowa's livestock," said 
Cochran Fhe~ and mosquitos are 
also starling to bother the cattle. 
Pasture condtuons as of Fnday were 
rated I percent poor, 25 percent fatr, 
51 percent good and 18 percent ex­
cellent 

DNR suggests filling tanks now 
The Department of Natural Re­

sources (DNR) recommends that 
Iowans who use propane fill thetr 
tanks 1n late summer months. Ac­
cording to the DNR's July survey, 
Iowans pa.td an average of $.56 for a 
gallon of propane, five cents less 
than last month. A year ago. the 
average pnce was S.65 per gallon 

Ward Lenz. energy data analyst 
for the DNR. sa1d the least expen­
SIVe ttme to purchase propane 1s 
dunng the months of July and Au­
gu\t, based on h1stoncal data "By 
f1\hng tanks during th1s penod. 
conwmcrs will save money and 
help e<l!>e the heavy propane demand 
that occurs during the fall haf"cst," 
he sa1d 

TradtUonal~y pr anc pnces be-
gin thetr seaso price climb tn 

September, an ~s continue to 
mcrcasc throu the hea,:ng ~cason 

Iowa consumers can help them­
selves save money and avotd pnce 
spikes by parttctpatlng m a propane 
summer fill effort. Propane con­
sumers should check wtth their lo­
cal suppliers to arrange for a fill of 
thctr propane tanks during the next 
month. Addlltonally, consumers 
should ask thetr suppliers about the 
option of locktng pnces for the 
wmtcr months 

Several weather forecasting or­
gamzattons arc pred1ct1ng a colder 
wmter than normal thts year. This 
would follow the trend set dunng 
years after .m El Nino experience. A 
colder w1nte1 than normal w11\ 
likely mcrease propane pnces. wtth 
the potential for stgntficant pnce 
spil..cs tf demand outstnps the abtl 
11y to dehvcr the fuel Lockmg 1n 
maxtmum pnccs wJJI allow con­
sumers to avo1d many of these pnce 
sp1kes 

Farm 
truck 
Labor 
Day 
tour 

T hey hauled the eggs, they 
hauled the hay and then they hauled 
everyone to town. Farm trucks have 
been delivering the bacon for nearly 
a century. Now a Labor Day week­
end tour of northeast Iowa will cel­
ebrate the sigruficance of the Farm 
Truck to our states' heutage. 

The Ridge Roads Truck Qassic 
IS open to all sizes and types of 
farm trucks. Everythtng from pick­
ups to stake trucks to tank trucks to 
grain haulers arc cligtble- provided 
they are at least 25 years old, in 
sound mechanical condtllon and 
look good The event IS sponsored 
by the Country Heutage Tourism 
Rcgton of Allamakee, Clay'lon, 
Fayette and W mneshiek counties 
and MotorMemories, Inc., organiz­
e rs of the annual Motorloway tour. 

"Our purpose is to showcase the 
natural beauty of the area and to tell 
the tale of agriculture tn Iowa", 
says tour organizer Gerry Schnepf 
"We're encouragrng partiCipants to 
bnng their children and grandchil­
dren along." 

The itincra.ty includes 2= days of 
unique farm settings, festivals and 
stops at agribusiness sites Actual 
travel will be less than 100 miles 
per day "We will do 'run-out's' each 
day from Decorah", says co-orga­
nizer John Swanson "The first stop 
wtll be fish farming on the Missis­
sippi at Lansing. Then 1t's on to 
visit Iowa's firs t farmers at Effigy 
Mounds. Later we'll view the Lum­
berjack Parade in MacGregor. After 
visiting a grain terminal we will re­
turn to Decorah and the Red Barn 
Music Fest." 

"The second day wtll expand on 
the first," added the events tlurd co­
organizer Claude Jones, "We w ill 

visit a barn in Elgin, the Moto r 
Mill in Elkader and the Lock and 
Dam in Guttenberg, all while trav­
ehng tluough some of Iowa's most 
scemc hills, bluffs and Ridge 
Roads In addition to celebrating 
farm trucks and our agncultural her­
itage, we also want this to be a 
travel showcase for our state.", says 
Jones. " We want young people to 
appreciate all our state has to offer." 

Pa rt icipation in T he Ridge 
Roads T ruck Classic is hmtted to 
75 vehicles and will be by tnvita­
uon only. Those Interested in par­
hcipating must submit an applica­
tion form accompanied by a $25 
non-refundable fee. The applications 
are tcviewed and the final list o f 
panjcipants is by invitation only. 
Tl\e additional cost at the time of 
•nv.tation is $100 for a total fee of 
$~~5 tf selected to participate. 
1;.o<~gmg at reduced rates and l.llclud­
f ng Continental Breakfast have been 
reserved in Decorah Additional p~­
sengers beyond the two covered m 
the fee arc welcome at an added 
$25.00 per person. 

The Application fee covers t':"'o 
-people and includes commemorative 
license plate, crcdenllals, door de­
cals, tour log book and other sou­
venus, opening harvest runner, plus 
emergency road assistance and clos­
ing lee Cream Social on Monday 
afternoon. Application forms can be 
obtained from MotorMemories, Inc. 
c/o pO Bo~. 13408, Des Moines, 
lA 50310-0408 Telepho ne 
(Si5)t70·2128, or e-mail 
cw.f'~Gs0llt@aol com 
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July weather not helping 
crops catch up to norntal 

Iowa Secretary of Agriculture 
Dale M Cochran said today that 
strong storms further damaged crops 
in many parts of Iowa last week 
but caused even more damage to 
farm butldings and trees 

"We had our fourth consecutive 
week of above average prectptlallon 
last week," Cochran satd "Prectpl­
tat1on ~tatewide averaged I 47 
mches compared to a normal of ?9 
inches for thts time of year Whtle 
most of the state did show good 
crop progre.'-~. stgn~ficant damage to 
crops, buildmgs and trees occurred 
tn several areas Most of the crop 
damage was hmitcd to corn whtch 
blew down m some areas, along 
with numerous reports of green 
"snap" 

"As of Sunday, 69 percent of the 
corn had been cultivated for the first 
lime Thts IS rune days behtnd last 
year at thl' 11mc when 87 percent of 
the corn had been cultivated," the 
Secretary said "The tallest corn, 
without extending the leaf was 
mea~urcd at 64 inches The average 
for the state, without extending the 
leaf, wa.' 49 •nches" 

"The corn crop st~tewide wa.~ 
rated two percent very poor, eight. 
percent poor, 22 percent fair, 50 
percent good and 18 percent excel­
lent," Cochran said 

·•soybeans were bloommg on 25 
percent of the acre:;," Cochran satd 
''This compares wtth last year at 
this time when I I percent of the 
acres were blooming. The soybean 
crop statewide was rated three per­
cent very poor, etght percent poor, 
26 percent fair, 48 percent good and 
15 percent excellent·· 

In its weekly Crop and Weather 
Report, the Iowa Department of 
Agriculture and Land Stewardship"s 
(IDALS) Statistics Bureau said top­
soil moisture statewide was rated 
three percent very short or short, 62 
percent adequate and 39 percent sur­
plus Subsotl moisture was rated 
one percent short, 60 percent ade­
quate and 39 percent surplus 

"Continued htgh humtt.l tv tnd 
storms have caused stress to hvc 
stock," the Secretary added 'Sont( 
calves m Southeast Iowa 11c ulfu­
tng from pinkeye Pasture c n d 
110ns statewide are gener II d 
with 1!6 percent ol the pastur r cd 
either good or excellenl 

"The fust harvest of the .Jif lfa 
hay crop was ,89 pc:rccnt t; ~mp'cte 
a.\ of Sunday," Cochran ~o.ud 11l'S 
compares with last year 11 thts t•me 
when 99 percent of the: hr t harvt:. I 
was complete and the fl\ c ) c r dV 

erage of 91 percent The h ) r p 1 
rated seven percent \ cr) 11 or r 
poor, 22 percent f 111 1 per c nt 
good and 19 percent ext II II 

• 



Farmers make inc edible 
progress in three dry' days 
Black cutworms now pose serious threat 

When Iowa State Extension Crop 
Speciali t Mark Carlton got to 
work on Monday morning he 
thought Monroe County farmers 
probably had 25 percent of their 
corn crop planted-- 'a dismal figure 
for May 18. 

When rain chased farmers out of 
the fields on Wednesday, however, 
Carlton had another figure which 
caused him to think his Monday es­
timate was wrong or else Monroe 
County farmers have the ability to 
plant really fast. 

Carlton 's estimate of corn plant­
ing Wednesday was clo er to 90-95 
percent complete. "I missed it 
Monday," said Carlton. "The guys 
here made rapid progress over the 
weekend and had two great days 
Monday and Tuesday." 

Carlton e timated soybean plant­
ing was till behind schedule but 
was clo e to 25-30 percent com­
plete. Soyb~ans are not nearly as 
critical as corn at this point in the 
planting year. 

Planting had gone so well, accord­
ing to Carltol), that Wedne day 
wind, hail and rain was almost a 
welcome relief to many farmers. 
But Carlton would like them to 
slow down just a bit more and take 
a look at a potentially disastrous 
problem looming in fields through­
out the county. 

"I've had black cutworm traps out 
since April," said Carlton. "They're 
here and if they aren't sprayed, 
farmers could face replanting entire 
fields of corn, even though the first 
plantings of corn are barely up." 

Carlton said the black cutworms 
have moved from the south on the 

wings of late winter and early 
spring storms. "There wer~ several 
significant flight during late April 
and early May," he said, "The eggs 
laid by those moths have hatched 
and we're observing black cutworm 
feeding in several corn fields around 
the county." 

Carlton said the cutworms vary in 
length from less than a half inch to 
over an inch but the majority are 
less than a half inch at this point. 

Cutworms less than a half inch 
long have at least two week re­
maining to feed and can cause con­
siderable damage. The best time to 
scout fields is after mid morning 
when freshly cut plants are begin­
ning to wilt. "Farmer need to care­
fully 9ig in the top half to inch of 
topsoil around the base of the corn 
seedling for the cutworm," he said. 
"They need to dig in several loca­
tions to determine the cutworm 
size, then count the number of 
plants cut or wilted per 100 plants." 

Rescue applications of insecticides 
should be made when two to three 
percent of the corn plants are cut or 
wilted. 'For black cutworms longer 
than an inch, treatment should be 
made when five percent of the 
plants are cut. 

"These thresholds need to be re­
duced in fields with low plant popu­
lations (less than 20,000 per acre)," 
Carlton recommended. "Farmers 
need to be scouting all areas of 
fields because there may be areas 
that do not need to be treated." 

What Carlton fears most is that 
time-pressed farmers, hoping to fin­
ish their corn and soybean planting 

and needing to put up their first cut­
ting of hay, will not take the time 
to scout for the black cutworm. 
"The potential for severe damage 
here in southern Iowa is high," he 
warned. 

Alfalfa problems 

That's not all farmers around here 
need to keep an eye on when it 
comes to crop loss, according to 
Carlton. Warm spring temperatures 
and lots of rain have promoted rapid 
growth of alfalfa, creating the ideal 
environment for alfalfa disease de­
velopment. 

Carlton said spring black stem, 
leptosphaerulina leaf spot and 
common leaf spot are all a potential 
h y crop hazard. 

"All three diseases begin on lower 
leaves and progress upward," said 

arl ton , "causing leaves to turn 
yellow and drop reducing both the 
f rage quality and the yield. Unfor­
tunately, no effective fungicides are 
available to prevent or reduce dis­
ease development." 

Dry weather and sunshine are the 
best remedy and Carlton said farm.:. 
er need to be scouting alfalfa fields 
and consider cutting s'everely alfalfa 
fields early to reduce leaf loss. 

The alfalfa weevil populations ap­
pear to be far below economic 
thresholds this spring, he said, har­
ing some good news . In surveying 
fields within the past week, weevil 
populations are well below the av­
erage calling for chemical control 
measures. "If I were a farmer , I'd 
still be checking," he added. 



CRPdento 
·held Wed. 

A CRP Enhancement Demon­
stration will be held Wednesday, 
Aug. 19, 4 p.m. on the land adjacent 
to the Albia Hy-Vee across from 
G.B. Equipment on Highway 34 
west in Albia. 

The Monroe County Soil and 
Water Conservation District is 
sponsoring the event that also 
includes a dinner following the 
demonstration . Anyone interested 
in learning about CRP seeding 
enhancement is invited. Call 932- · 
5144 for more information. 
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Rainfall still running far 
ahead of normal as Iowa 
farmers struggle with weather 

Iowa Secretary of Agnculturc 
Dale M Cochran srud today that the 
statcw1de average ratnfall for last 
week was I 45 mche~. well over 
the weekly normal of 1.03 tnches. 

The prehmtnary s tatew1de aver­
age ramfall for the month of June 
stands at 7 46 tnches. s;ud Cochran 
That 1s the the e1ghth greatest June 
total among 126 years of records. 

As of Sunday. Juae 28, 57 per 
cent of Jowas com crop had been 
cu1t1vated for the first lime, wh1ch 
is s1 >~ days bch1nd the 73 percent 

that had been culuvatcd at th,, .1me 
l;l\t year, s.ud the secretary The 
tallcM corn was 44 tnches and the 
average hetght 01 corn w.ts 31 
mches As ol Fnda}, June 26, the 
corn crop condtuon \\JS rated 3 per­
cent very poor 8 percent poor 21 
percent fatr 47 percent good, and 
21 pcrcent~o>~cellent. 

As of Fnday, the soybean crop 
condHton w~s rated 4 percent \cry 
poor, 8 per.ccnt poor, 26 percent 
fatr, 46 percent good, and 16 per-

cent e ,cdlem, ~atd Secretar) 
rochran 

rhc wet condtllons from previ­
ous weeks are sull causmg stress to 
the .. rop5, but the ''arm \\c.1thcr .s 
hclptng Much ot the state 1s sull 
reporting yellowmg of corn and 
SO) beans from the e~cessl\c mOJs­
tun: There ts some concern that 
much of the first cuumg ol hay is 
gomg to be a con plete lo" satd 
the Secretaf) 

In Hs weekly Crop and Weather 
Report the Iowa Departmenr of 
Agncul ur• and Lmd Ste\\ udshtp 
(JDALS) Stallsttcs Bureau s.ud ao; 
ol f.nday June 26 the states top· 
sotl motsture \\as rated 2 percent 
short 51 percent .tdequate and 47 
percent surplus. Subsoil mo1sturc 
"as I percent short SO percent ade­
quate and 49 percent surplu~ 

The ·htgh hum1duy. hot weather 
.md muddv feedlots have c au~ed 
stres~ 10 lo\\as II\ estod., sa1d 
Co1.bran P.l\ture (;Ondlllons as ol 
fonda} were rated 4 pcrcent poor. 20 
percent t:ur 49 percent good and 27 
percent excellent. 
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Sign-up for family 
farm tax 
credit begins 

The Monroe County ,\~scssor' s 
Office .tnnounccs that ehr,1blc O\\ n 
ers ol agmultu1al IJrd 10 .Mooroe 
County may apply fof l·anuly 
Farm T.l1( Credl! The dates for 
~1gn up arc July I - O ... t I 'i 

Only tracts ol land lh,ll .trc cJ.t,­
slfied ,\s agm ultuml rc I c l.lle qual 
If} for the crcdtt The tra~t of 1.111d 
must be I 0 acres or n .>r~ or con­
uguou~ to a horucultura, 1 •rp s ... s 

.\lore than half ot th~ re~ m 
the tr.tct must he de' otcu to the 
producuon ol crops or h\c,tock by 
a dcs1gn.l!cd per~on ( ont guous 
tracts under the sarm: lcpl O\\ ncr 
sh1p and located \\llht•t the s.une 
cqunt) are constdcred om: tract 

A dc:stgnatc:d pe~on rnust be 
"actively engal!cd m tarnung th~ 
tract dunng the ft.cal )ear pnor to 
the li~c.tl year tn "htch lhc .lpphca­
uon for credit " bled. It the tract 1s 
O\\ned b) an 111d1\ tdu 11 or related 
persons, the dcs1gn.J!cd person \\ho 
1s act I\ ely engaged m fannmg must 
be an owner ot the tract the O\\n 
er's spouse or the owner s p.1rents, 
grandp.trents, grc.lt-gr.m.tparents , 
ch1ldrcn, grandchtluren, grc.ll grand 
chtldren brothers s ster , aunts , 
uncles, ntece~ or nephews No 
COUSIII\ 
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Farm profit margins 
at 10-year low level 
Successful Farmrng maga11ne's 

Index an annual analysis of farm 
mcome show farm profits fell 47.5 
percent tn 1997, resulung tn the 
lowest gross profit margrn for 
fanners in more than a decade 

Based on a study of actual fam1 
records of 1,865 farms m II states -
Georg1a. Iowa llltnots, Indtana 
Kentucky, M1chigan, Mtnnesota, 
Nebraska, North Dakota, South 
Carolina and Wisconsm - the Index 
publt~hed m the August 1ssue of 
Successful Farming, shows an av­
erage gross profit margtn on cash 
revenue of 4.5 percent tn 1997, 
down from 9 5 percent m 1996 and 
20.5 percent m 1989 

Perhaps the study's most stgmfi­
cant findmg was that farmers' ex­
penses last year grew 40 percent 
faster than sales, a ftgure that Roy 
Ferguson of Ferguson Group Ltd 
(who analyzed the data for Surcess­
ful Farming) calls "extremely de­
structive.' 

"I don t thmk I would say we're 
looktng at the '80s again," cau­
uoned Gary Bredenstetner of the 
Umverstty of Nebraska," but we 
could get there tn a year or two." 

A b1g dtfference between the early 
'80s and now, however, ts that 
(farmers'] net worth continues to 
grow Even so, 20 percent of Ne­
braska Fann Busmess Assoctation 
members last year reported negative 
mcome, accordmg to Bredenstemer. 

And 50 percent sa1d farm income 
alone wasn't suffictent to cover 
famtly ltvmg expenses and mcome 
taxes. 

Ferguson called 11 "especially 
cructal that sales growth outpace 
expense growth. Ferguson added tf 
cash sales run 23 percent ahead of 
expenses for the next three to five 

years, profits could again hll the 20 
percent mark 

In the '>hort term Ferguson satd 
the combmatton of low mcome and 
increasmg shorHem1 debt in recent 
years "'til result m the restructunng 
of some agncultural loans On a 
positive note, he added that ltqu1dlly 
remams a relalt\ely strong 161 per­
cent. 

Founded 1 n 1907 Successful 
Farmtng magazine \\as the first 
maga11ne published by the Meredith 
Corpornuon 

Wtth a circulation of 475,000 and 
1.3 mtllton readers, Successful 
Fannmg ts the l1rgcst patd ctrcula­
tion farm maga1ine m the Umted 
Stales as well as the largest adver­
tlsmg re\enuc farm pubhcallon 

Mercdtth Corporatton, head quar­
tered 1n Des Momes, 1s one of 
Amcrrca s leadtng medta and mar­
keting comp.mtes. Meredith busi­
nesses center on maga11ne and book 
publishtng and televt\fon broadcast­
mg. 

USFWS proposes 
temporary okay 
of tungsten shot 

The U.S Fish and Wtldlife Ser­
vice has proposed temporary ap­
proval of tungsten-iron and tung­
sten-polymer shot for the 1998-99 
waterfowl hunt10g season 

The propo~al was based on pre­
liminary tests that show tungsten 
shot types pose ltttle threat to wa­
terfowl that mgest 11 T he U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service will ac­
cept comments on the proposal 
through Aug 26 A decision on 
whether to accept the proposal 
wonlt be made unhl later thts 
summer 

Rathbun Land & Water 
• 

Alliance plans cooperative 
approach to protect lake 

The Rathbun Land & Water Al­
liance (RL \VA) ts a group of tndi­
vtduals rcpresenung Dtstrict Com­
mtsstoners, Board of Supervtsors, 
Fann Bureau Insurance, Chariton 
Valley Resource Conservauon & 
Development, Army Corps of En­
giOeers, Natural resources Conser­
vation Service and the Rathbun Ru­
ral Water Assoctation 

These organt7atJons are commit­
ted to protecung our land and water 
resources by reduc10g the tmpacts 
of agricultural nonpoint and point 
sources of water qualtty tmpatrment 
10 Rathbun Lake. One of the re­
quirements for Rathbun Land & 
Water Alhance to recetve Federal 
grant money to help the local pro­
ducers protect thei r land from soil 
erosiOn ts to deternune tf there ts a 
problem withm the watershed. 

In Apnl 1997, a water quahty 
monllonng plan was mlltated for 
the Rathbun Lake Watershed The 
plan conststed of water samples 
taken strategtcally around the water­
shed by the U.S. Geologtcal Survey 
(USGS), and the Army Corps of 
Engmeers (ACOE) 

In all, 30 dtfferent water qualtty 

perameters were analy1ed 10 an ef­
fort to tdenufy spectftc pollutants 
entenng Rathbun Lake The ulu­
mate goal of the water monllorrng 
plan •~ to dctermmc poss1blc 
sources of water tmpatrment and to 
tmplement a watershed management 
plan wh1ch wtll reduce pomt and 
nonpomt soun:cs of polluuon enter­
tog the lake. 

Results from the ftrst year of 
morutonng ha·Jc been collected and 
analyzed by the Environmental Pro­
tection Agency The maJOr prob­
lems whtch need to be addressed arc 
turbtdlly, stgntficant suspended 
solids load10g and htgh nutnent 
and pcsllc tde loadmg 

The detrimental effects Rathbun 
Lake ts expenencing due to these 
problems will onl} increase with 
lime unless prevcntaltvc measures 
are taken The ·\COE e'>tlmates that 
Rathbun Lake rs stlung m approx­
tmately three times faster than tnt­
tially antlctpatcd 

As a result, Rathbun Rural Wa­
ter Association <RRWA) has begun 
a $7 25 nlllhun reno~auon and ex­
pansion program to tmprove its wa­
ter treatment capabthucs to meet 

It's farm lease 
extension/termination 
time again 

We are raptdly approaclung the 
end of August and the annual nouce 
deadhne for renewing or endmg 
fann leases. Iowa law sets out the 
specific steps landlords ilrul tenants 
must follow 10 order to provide le­
gal nouce for terminauon of exist­
ing leases. 

Termination n o tice need ed 
by Sept. 1. Generally speaking, 
tf fann tenants occupy and culttvate 
40 acres or more, the lease tenancy 
continues beyond the agreed term 
for the followmg crop year on the 
same terms and cond111ons as the 
original lease unless wrttten notice 
ts served by the party seeking ter­
miOatton (landlord or tenant) upon 
the other party. 

Methods of notice of ter­
mination . Notice of termination 
can be legally provided by usmg 

any of the followmg methods on or 
before Sept I, (I) by personally de­
ltvenng to the other part} to the 
lease a wntten nouce wuh the other 
party recetvtng, accepung and sign 
ing that they recet\Cd the notice· (2) 
by havmg the nottce served by the 
county shenff or other process 
server; (3) by publication. or (4) by 
matltng .aru! !;Q!Dple!Jog the serv1cc 
of the notice b} ccrufied m:ul 

A pnvate attorne} 'hould be 
consulted to ensure that the spectftc 
steps requtred under each method are 
stnctly followed so proper sen tee 
ts accomplished 

the government\ stringent safe 
dnnk1ng water rcgulattons RR\\ A 
estimates that htgh le\ el' of turbtd 
uy and far 111 chemtcals tn raw v.atcr 
Increase' '' ater treatment co>~s tty 
10-20 percent. In addltton to the r 
expanston, the RRWA has been a. 
tl\·ely tnvulved with the Rathbun 
l.and & Water \lhance b) prov1d 
tng lots of time and financtal sup 
port tO\\Jlfo the protection Jnd en 
hancemcnt of hnd and v.ater re 
sources m South Central Iowa 

In addllton tote sun·e\ of land 
ov.ners and restdcnts who u'~ Y.atcr 
~upphed by RR W A and the water 
quality momtonng progr ,m the 
Alh<tnce and rts partners h31C tnlll 

ated several other water qualll} pro­
tccuon cftorts 

These mclude u \\ ater qwbty and 
education program, The Chanton 
Rl\er Corndor Wetland and Rtpar­
ran Hal>uat Restorauon rroJect, 
Chanton Valley Beef Jndu!lf) Jru 
ttatne, anJ the Charlltn \alley 
Btoma~s ProJeCt 1hc~e pr~Jecl5 and 
others arc communrty ooentcd de­
\IP,n<'d to hell\ •rnprovc th( loca l 
econom} and prole l our rtsuurces 



CRP wetlands-an alternative 
to farming wet ground 

The chirping of frogs and the 
buzzing of bees fills the air as Bob 
Pearson approaches the recently 
restored wetland sites on his proper­
ty in Urbana Township. Bob farms 
nearly 1,000 acres in the southeast­
ern part of Monroe County and is a 
firm believer in making his farm 
sustainable. It's hard to believe that 
just a year ago these crop fields 
were riddled with tractor tire ruts, 
some nearly two feet deep. "Even 
in the driest years it · was nearly 
impossible to plant or harvest 
crops." states Bob, as he looks out 
across the 35 acres of wetlands. He 
points to a half dozen ducks pad­
dling through the deepest part of the 
restored area. 

"Bob Pearson is one of many 
farmers in Monroe County, who 
have signed up for the continuous 
CRP programs to restore wetland 
areas on farm ground that is usually 
too wet to farm", says Jo Runnells, 
Monroe County Soil and Water dis­
trict technician. CP23 and CP9 are 
two such programs available 
through the Farm Service Agency 
that pays a percentage of construc­
tion, seeding and an annual rental 

BOB PEARSON STANDS in front of his wetlands in Urbana 
Township. He is ont: of many Monroe County farmers that has 
taken part in a CRP program to restore wetland areas. 

payment to help compensate for the 
loss of crop production. Coupled 
with the CP29 Buffer program, Bob 
has made great strides towards sus­
tainability by making his farm into 
a place that not only provides excel­
lent wildlife habitat, but is helping 
to provide safer drinking water for 

generations to come. If you are 
interested in learning more about 
wetland conservation practices for 
your farm, please contact the Natur­
al Resources Conservation Service 
at 641-932-5144 or stop by the 
office at 1701 South B in Albia. 
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Cattlemen win 
loan deficiency 

ISU to sponsor Soybean Field Day Sept. 17 

payment for silage 
Leaders at the Iowa Cattlemen's three neighboring farms FSA 

Assoc1auon have learned that Secre- office stated that no check stnps 
tary of Agriculture Dan Glickman w1ll be necessary to determme y1eld 
has announced new protocols which for corn harvested in a feed state 
make s1lage anct field ground ear 
corn ehgible for the Loan Defi­
c•cncy Payment 

"After three intense weeks of 
work and coaliuon building w1th 
other farm organi:r.ations and slate 
cattle organizations, we got our 
message across that providmg Loan 
Deficiency Payments on Silage was 
vital to our mdustry," explaJned 
Glenn Rowe, ICA President. 

"Th1s issue surfaced withm our 
grassroots membership as an 
unforeseen problem in the 1996 
Farm B11l, and cattle producers 
across the Midwest put thei r best 
effort mto getting it changed. It's a 
great example of how strong we can 
be when we pull together." 

The new rules make all acres 
harvested for s1lage in 1998 eligible 
for the LOP payments, includmg 
acres already harvested. 

Accordmg to the state FSA 
office, y1elds for silage will be 
determmed by the yield of whole 
kernel corn harvested on the same 
farm. 

In the event that a producer 
harvested all h1s corn in the non­
whole kernel state, yield would be 
determmed by averaging yields on 

The ICA Board of Directors 
made this their highest priority IS­
sue at their Sept. 2 board meeung, 
encourag•ng all producers to 
commumcate wuh Wash1ngton and 
w1th thelf local FSA offices 

The Board also enlisted the 
support of the Iowa Farm Bureau 
Federauon, Iowa Com Growers, 
Iowa Soybean Assoc1at1on, Iowa 
Pork Producers, Iowa Institute of 
Coops and the Iowa Bankers 
AssOciation to convey the urgency 
of the s1tuauon to USDA. 

Through the efforts of NCBA 
staff m Washmgton and a coalitiOn 
of com and cattle producmg states, 
mcludmg Nebraska, Kansas, South 
Dakota, llhnois, Mmnesota and 
Colorado, the 1ssue was moved to 
the Secretary's desk. 

'"Th1s is a great win for all cattle 
producers," added Rowe. "NCBA d1d 
a temfic JOb in Washington carry­
•ng the v1ews of Midwestern states 
to the dec•s•on makers. It's some­
th•ng that w1ll put money in pro­
ducers' pockets--wruch 1s espec1ally 
needed nght now." 

Iowa State Umve~:Sity ExtenSIOn 
Serv1ce w1ll sponsor a Soybean 
Cyst Nematode F1eld Day on 
Thursday, Sept. 17 from 4 to 6 
p.m at the Rusty Plate Farm lo­
cated southeast of Oskaloosa Both 
resistant and suscepuble soybean 
vanetles from As grow, Crows, 

Dekalb, Hlsoy, P10neer and Sune 
are planted s•de-by-s1de m the tnal 

Dr Greg Tylka, Iowa State Um­
,·ers•ty Nematologist, will be pre 
sent to discuss the effects of Soy 
bean Cyst Nematode (SCN) on 
soybean yield, methods for detect­
mg SCN and strategies 10 con 101 ·- ---

SCN 
From Oskaloosa go east on 

Hwy 92 to the Lake Keomah cor­
ner turn south to 265th St and 
then east 1/2 m•le From H""} 23 
(former)} H.,..y 63) go north on 
Quail Ave. to 265th St and then 

one and one half miles east. Look 
for the s1gns 

For more mformauon -call the 
Monroe County ExtensiOn office at 
515-932-5612 or the Mahaska 
County ExtensiOn olfice at 515-
673-9474 
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Drop in use of soil-saving tillage is of mounting concer~,., "'"·\""'"" 
1
,,. 

DES MOINES --Conservation The decline in conservation SIS, looking at economic records • No-ull had grown m Iowa 1n * No-ull decline was 10 both • 51 percent of the corn and 
and farm group leaders are concerned tillage IS be10g atLributed to a long, from 1623 corn fields and 1189 all but six years since 1980. but corn and soybeans. Corn acrea~e soybeans produced in 1998 were in 
about an apparent drop m the use of dry fall last year which provided the soybean fields, shows that corn- has rema1ned fa.i rly level smce fell from 2 . 08. million a:res 10 conservation ullage systems, (at 
so11-savmg reduced ullage methods time and opportumty to till farm bean rotauons m Iowa usmg mulch 1994 The largest mcreases came 1n !997 to 1 4 mllhon acres this year least 30 percent of the s

01
t covered 

10 Iowa Preltm10ary results from fields after harvest. Other reasons ull, ndge-ull and no-till systems the early 1990's as farmers 1mple Beans fell from 2 74 mllhon acres With residues after planung.) 
the 1998 conservation tillage sur- gnen for more ullage include a have more profit than systems WJth mented conservation plans requ1rcd In 1997 to 2 l9 mllhon acres 10 • Wh1Je acres of no-ull and con-
vey show a 25 percent drop in no- cool. wet spnng, compacuon prob- httle or no crop rcs1dues," Gulhford m the conservauon proVISIOns of 19~8M 

1 
h 

11 
bea servat10n ullage decreased, acreage 

t1ll methods and a 12 percent de- lems, and less attenuon to censer- says. Gull1ford's figures come from the 1985 and 1990 fann b1lls. h 
1 

u c t;
998 

nacres mcrea~~ w1th 0% residue to 15 percent cover 
chne m total conservation ullage vauon compliance. Conservation- the MAX-Fanning for Maximum * The drop Jn no-ull was sbiJg t hYallfn II ; corn acres el mcreased by 695,728 acres, from 

· 'd · t t 'd 77 t' h d d a out a m1 10n acres. from 1997. 1sts feel they have vah answers to Effictency repons. sa ew1 e - coun les a a rop. • 
12 

d . 
1 

3,54 1,426 acres 1n 1997 to 
"ll appears this dcchnc 10 crop each of the reasons for more tillage. Farm and conservauon groups wuh 44 counties show10g 25 per- percenltl re uc

1
110

5
n
6 

10 .
1
t
1
ota 4,237.154 acres in 1998. Nearly all 

" 1 · · cent drop or more However 22 conservauon ll age ( m1 10n -res1due management '.va, across the Conservation comp 1ance IS both cue sot! sav1ng as a strong · • ) f 
12 810 671 

. th1s mcrease, 669,,68 acres, was 10 
state. Our concern IS that we let sull an 1ssue for farmers," Brown reason to farm w1th res1dues. They counues had an mcreasc m no-ull acres • rom • • acres 10 com fields. 
fanners know th1s ha> happened, says "The NRCS made 3415 re- po10t to the severe erosiOn on farm I f t t h 
andthatwedoall~ecantourge VleWSIO 1997andfoundtwoper- fields thiS SUmmer after.heavy owa ac ory expor s s ow 
them to leave crop res1dues on the cent of the farms were not acuvely rams. "We saw some erosiOn on 
SOil surface th1s fall after harvest," followmg the1r conservation com- fields with heavy res1dues, but t • d t t h • 19 8 
says Leroy Brown, State Conserva- phance plans, wi~h eight percent nothing like that on fields With c 0 n I n u e s re n g I n 
tlomst for the USDA's Natural Re- betng granted vanances. In 1998, very little protective residue," 

sources Conservation Serv1ce we made 113S revi~ws and found Brown says. Iowa manufactured and processed we continue to diversify our mar- by the end of the year. Dunng the 
(NRCS). three percent not acuvely followmg The conservauon ullage survey expons grew 5.1 percent during the kets, we believe our expon figures first SIX months of 1998. Iowa's 

Conservauon ullage IS the prac- the1r plans, with nine percent re- is conducted annually by the NRCS first half of 1998. Dunng the SIX- will remam sLrong." factory exports have totaled S2 7 
uce of leavmg the stall~ and other cemng vananees." and the Conservation Technology month penod, Iowa finns exponed In 1995, Iowa's manufactunng bllhon 
res1dues from the current )'ear's crop "Most fanners suppon the con- Information Center 1n West $2.7 bllhon 10 goods, accordmg to exports broke the $4 billiOn mark Industrial machmery remamed 
after harvest on the surface of thO! servatlon comphance concept, ~nd Lafayette, Jnd1ana. Other prelinu- officials at the Iowa Department of At the end of the first half of 

1997
, the b1ggest expon category at $493 

so1l, to protect the so1l from falhng are follow1ng the1r conservauon nary mformauon from the survey: Economic Development (IDEO). Iowa's exported goods were $2.3 m1llion, the second largest was pro-
ram drops u~ul the next year's crop plans. But we do need to ~ake it • 25 percent reduction from Nationally. U.S. exportS grew by billion and fimshed at $5.2 billion c.es~ed food products at $226 mil-
can protect u .. clear that fanners may st~ll lose 1997 in no-till corn and soybeans, 1.6 percent during a similar ume- hon 

Conservation and farm groups USDA program benefits 1f they from 4.8 mtlhon acres in 1997 to fram 1111!!111!!•••••~~!"!'1--:-'"':'!:"~-
have also nouccd fewer crop don't follow the1r plans," Brown 3.6 million acres 1n 1998. No-till "I~wa compames conunue to 
rcs1dues th1s year The Corn says. "And, of course, nearly all was used on 16 percent of com and produce high-quality products wh1ch 
Growers Associauon 1s convmced those plans Included conservation soybeans in 1998 are sought out by other countnes," ~ 
that conservauon ullage has worked ullage." • Two counues are 50% or more satd Dav1d Lyons, Dtrector of the 
and saved millions of ton~ of top- Conservauorusts ancf some l.ong- no-ull, 31 counties arc 25 percent Iowa Dcpanment of Econom1c De-
SOli In the past. So we're concerned tenn no-ull fanners also took ISsue or more no-till and 28 counties are velopment. "At a time when we 
when we hear r~pons and see extra with the 1dea of .need!ng to till be- Jess than 10 pe~ccnt no-till. expect commodity exports to be 
ullage go10g on, says Larry Kay, a cause of extra ume m the fall or • Counties with the htghest no- disappomting, it's encouragmg to 
Pottawauam1e County fanner and cold, wet spnngs. . ull percentage are 10 southern Iowa. see the concencd effons by our pro-
representative of lhe Iowa Corn "You take away your opuons for All but two (Harrison and Shelby) cessmg community to development 
Growers. "We need to be as con- next spn~g 1f you till aft~r harvest of the counues wuh 25 percent or new products and markets for our 
ccrncd as ever about so1! eros1on th1s fall . says J1m Gulliford, D1- more no-till are south of or mclude value-added agricultural output. As 
We know conservation ullage rector of the DIVIsion of Soil Con- J-80. 
methods work and would hke to see servation for the Iowa Department 
them used as much as poss1ble," of Agnculture and Land Steward­
Kay says. sh1p. "Five years of on-farm analy-



Farm Business 
The harvest is on! 

Iowa Secretary of Agriculture 
Dale M. Cochran said today that 
unseasonably warm, dry weather 
has caused Iowa crops to matuie 
ahead of schedule as the 1998 haJ­
vestiS well underway 

"Temperatures for last week av­
eraged 6.6 degrees above normal in 
Cedar Rapids to 11.3 degrees above 
normal 10 Burhngton," Cochran 
said. "Rainfall statewide averaged 
66 hundredths-of-an-inch, or about 
three-fourths of normal for this 
time of year. Many faJmers aJe con­
cerned about crops drying down too 
fast Corn is currently being har­
vested with moisture contents of 15 
to 25 percent." 

"Com had matured on 88 percent 
of the acres as of Sunday," the Sec­
retary said. "Normally, at this of 
time yeaJ, 51 percent of the corn 
has matured. Six percent of the har­
vest was complete on Sunday. This 
is twelve days ahead of normal. The 
corn crop statewide is rated nine 
percent very poor to poor, 20 per­
cent fa11, 48 percent good and 23 
percent excellent." 

"Leaves were dropping on 71 

percent of the soybean acres as of 
Sunday. Th1s compaies with last 
year at this umc: when leaves were 
dropping on 49 percent of the acres 
and the five year average of 42 per­
cent," Cochran said. "Five percent 
of the soybeans have bec:n har­
vested. Normally at tlus time three 
percent of the soybeans had been 
harvested The soybean crop 
statewide was rated seven percent 
very poor to poor, 17 percent fair, 
50 percent good and 26 percent ex­
cellent " 

In Its weekly Crop and Weather 
Report, the Iowa Department of 
AgricultuJe and Land Stewardship's 
(IDALS) StatiStiCS Bureau said the 
state's topso1l mOisture was rated 
42 percent very short to short, 53 
percent adequate and five percent 
surplus. Subsoil moisture was rated 
33 percent very short to short, 62 
percent adequate and five percent 
surplus. 

"There are reports of a second 
generation of corn borers m the 
southwestern district," Cochran 
said. 

18th general 
sign-up for 
CRP set 

The Conservation Reserve Pro­
gram (CRP) 18th general sign-up 
will be during a seven-week penod 
from Oct. 26-Dec. 11 The CPR of­
fers landowners annual rental pay­
ments for establishing grasse:., 
forbs, trees, or other resource-con­
serving covers on env11onmentally 
sensitive croplands from a 10-15 
yeaJ period 

"For landowners w1th CRP con­
tracts expmng in September of 
1999, and for those whose CRP 
bids were not accepted during the 
last general sign-up, and also for 
those landowners cons1denng enter­
Ing land 1n CRP for the first time, 
this is another excellent opportu­
nity to offer to enroll your most 
environmentally sens11tve land 1nto 
this cost effective, voluntary pro­
gram," said Tom Grau, State Exec­
utive Director of the Farm Serv1ce 

Agc:ncy (FSA). 
Land b1d mto the CRP which of­

fers the lughest protection to natu­
ral resources for the lowest CO!>I to 
the taxpayer IS generally the land 
USDA will accept The EnvHon­
mental Bc:nefits Index (EBI) !>COring 
syst.:m, used to rank CRP offers, 
allows pmts to be given for post­
live cnvironm.:ntal cffc:cts on our 
soils, wtldlift:, water, 1111, and pns­
une land~ The EBI system ts used 
to d.:termine the most desirable land 
for the purposes of the CRP The 
USDA wtll conttnue to evaluate 
and rank eltgible offers throughout 
the sign-up period, however the EBI 
cutoff will be decided after sign-up 
18 ends The EBI cutoff will be de­
cided after reviewmg and analyzmg 
EBI numbers from all offers 

CRP contracts accepted under 
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this 18th s1gn-up period wtll be­
come cffecti~e on October 1, 1999. 
The USDA IS authorized to main­
l~rn "nrollment of up to 36 '4 mrl­
lton acres of land m the CRP In 
Iowa, thts program has helped pro­
tect over 1.4 million acres of envi­
ronmentally scns11tve land on an 
annual basts 

Iowa producer• and landowners 
should carefully revtew all the facts 
and alternatives before malong any 

final deciston Producers and 
landowners aJe highly encouraged to 
VISII wllh USDA representahves at 
the Service Center Offices 10 find 
out ways to m..t•.miu !herr EBI 
porn!~ and lOCrea.\c the chanc"s that 
thetr land will be accepted 

For more detatl d informauon 
about the CRP's 18th general s1gr1 
up, or sign-up or lhe conunuous 
CRP sign-up, contact your local 
USDA Service Center 



Farm Business ( 

Tuesda 

Deadline for CRP 
sign-up is Dec. 11 

The 18th stgnup period for 
landowners to htd highly .:rodtblc 
and other en' uonmentall) scn'llivc 
land mto the: Con.,ervatwn Re.~er\ e 
Program (CRP) ends Dec II 

As the stgnup nears its end, 
USDA olfictals 10 Iowa are urging 
more farmers to vtstt with thetr lo­
cal conserv.tllon offices to constder 
the program Tht~ general CRP 
sign-up oftcrs l.md• •wners annual 
rental paymcnh for establishing 
grasses, forbs or trees on envuon­
mentally sensillve lands for 10 5 
years. Offers accepted for this sign· 
up will go under contract Oct I 
1999 

Leroy Brown, State Conserva 
tionist for the U S Department of 
Agriculture's Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, says the 
CRP conunues to be one: of the 
best programs USDA offer~ to help 
rural landowners ~ave soil , tmprove 
water quality, and provide more: 
wildlife habttat 

At the same time, c:ntenng land 
tnto the CRP may be an excellent 
economic dectston, accord1ng to 
Tom Grau. State Executive Dnector 
of USDA's F.trm Service Agency 
He urges landowm:rs to look at 
lower productng land for possible 
entry into the program Land btd 
toto the CRP which oilers the 
highest protcctton to natural rc· 
sources for the low.:st cost to the 
taxpayer ts generally the land 
USDA accepts, Grau said. An cnvi· 
ronmental benefits index (EBI) scor· 
ing system is used by USDA to as­
stgn pomts for posihve envtron­
mental effects on soils, wtldlife 
water, air and pnstme land' 

This general stgn-up ts agatn a 
competitive process where 
landowners arc gtven a rental rate 
cap based on productivity of then 
land and average: county rental rates. 
The landowner then makes an offer 
that cannot exceed the rental cap, 
but can be les.'> A lower rental rate 
offer increases the score, maktng 
the offer more compeltlive The 

FSA released new rental rates in 
September of 1998 

Brown and Grau also urged 
landowners to constder the optton 
of entering land 1010 the conttnuous 
stgnup of the CRP. "Land that 
meets the eltgtbihty rc.quirements 
for ripanan forest buffers, gra..<;s riJ. 
t.:r strtps. wat.:rways, field wtnd­
breaks and shelterbelts, hvtng snow 
fences, contour buffer strips and 
shallow water areas wtli be auto· 
matically accepted mto the conttnu­
ous sign-up," Brown said He satd 
that tn !\orne cases, the annual 
rental rate lor lar:d rn these practice.~ 
is higher than for the general CRP 
stgn-up, becaust the practtces pro· 
tectthe most sensttive land 

"Whether it's the 18th gtneral 
stgnup or the: continuous stgnup for 
buffer pracltccs we're urging farm· 
ers to take a look at theu snuatton, 
and visit wnh our local NRCS and 
FSA oflices about the procedures 
and bentfits of the program," 
Brown says 

"Representatives of the FSA and 
NRCS are ready to work wtth each 
producer and walk them through the 
decision-maktng process," Grau 
says, "but th~ final cbotces are up 
to each producer." 

Home Tips 
PRESERVING PEPPERS 

There is a stmple way of freeung 
peppers. 

Cut the peppers in the desired 
sizes. Wash out the seeds and place 
the peppers on paper towels to dry 
Put these peppers in a freez.er bag. 
Use another freez.er bag to prevent 
freezer bum. 

There is an advantage of having 
these peppers on hand for long pen­
ads of time. It also prevents having to 
buy peppers dunng the off-season 
when they're so expensive Alvm R .. 
SL Chur Shores, Mich. 

SCOTT A1\D JULIE ETCHER of l.ovilia 
(center) were named d15tnct wumer.\ in the 
Iowa farm Bureau Federation's (I FBI) 1998 
young farmer achievement award conte.\t The 
announcement was made at a banquet tlurmg 
the JFBF annual meeting 111 Des 1l-loine\ on 
Dec. 1. The Etcher.~ were presented with their 

award by IFBF Prwdent Ed Wiederstein (left) 
and John Croft (right), a representatirt of 
GROUMARK, Inc. As district winners, tl1e 
Etcher~ received a $50 gift certificate towards 
the purchase of FS products from GROl+­
M1RK, Inc. 

JOHN DEHAMER of Eddyville (nght) received the \tonroe 
County Farm Bureau recognition award at the Iowa Farm Bu­
reau Federation IFBF) annual meeting 111 Des Momes on Dec. 
2. Craig Lang (left), JFBF vice president, made the presentation 
to De/Jamer, who i\ the county Farm Bureau president. 



Center for Rural Affairs releases 
updated CRP .. Bid to Win .. Pamphlet 

The USDA recently announced 
plans for a Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) general signup 
from Oct. 26 -Dec. 11. The Center 
for Rural Affairs will publish an 
updated pamphlet entitled "Bid to 
Win: Maximizing Your CRP Bid," 
based on the new bidding criteria. 
This tool is for farmers who want 
to understand the CRP scoring pro­
cess, and maximize their chance of 
a successful CRP bid. The report is 
available for free. 

For the general signup, farmers 
will again bid against each other on 
the basis of environmental points 
and the price of the bid. The USDA 
will score the bids this winter, and 
contracts for winning bids will be 
effective in October 1999. 

Environmental points will again 
be based on soil erosion, water 
quality, and wildlife benefits. 
Multi-species plantings of native 
grasses, along with trees and shrubs 
where appropriate, will provide the 
most points for farmers. The scor­
ing will be similar to 1997, but 
minor changes in state priority ar­
eas, rules on upgrading existing 
single-species stands, and endan­
gered species points can substan­
tially change the points available 
for a particular landowner. 

Farmers interested in submitting 
a CRP bid should make an ap­
pointment early with their county 
USDA office to discuss their op­
tions. The USDA is also extending 
its CRP Continuous Signup; 

which allows farmers to automati­
cally enroll partial-field practices 
like buffer strips, contour grass 
strips, field borders and wet areas 
for wildlife in the CRP. 

To obtain a free copy, call the 
Center for Rural Affairs' ConservF 
tion Hotline at 402-994-2021. 



Harvest far 
from complete 
in southern Iowa 

Iowa Secretary of Agriculture 
Dale M. Cochran said today that the 
1998 harvest is nearing completion 
despite wet conditions in parts and 
reported rail car shortages in parts 
of the state. 

Unfortunately most of the re­
maining corn and soybeans left in 
the fields is in southern Iowa. 
While the state is estimating the 
soybean harvest is 99 percent com­
plete, a substantial number of acres 
of soybeans are still in soggy Mon-

And the Monroe County corn 
harvest is just getting underway. 
According to area farmers, the best 
thing that could happen would be a 
hard freeze and an extended Novem­
ber cold snap to firm up the ground. 

A wet, sloppy snow of 4-6 
inches over the weekend and heavy 
rains in parts of Monroe County on 
Monday night complicated the har-
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vest problems being faced by area 
farmers. 

"The harvest is virtually com­
plete in the northern and central 
parts of Iowa," Cochran said. 
"Other areas of the state are report­
ing unharvested corn and some 
southern districts still have soy­
beans in the field. There are reports 
of corn being piled on the ground in 
certain areas." 

"The soybean harvest statewide 
was 99 percent complete as of Sun­
day," the Secretary said. "That is 
the same as last year at this time 
and the five-year average." 

"The corn harvest is about 92 
percent complete," Cochran said. 
"Last year at this time 90 percent of 
the corn had been harvested and 
normally 85 percent of the corn is 
harvested by this time. The mois­
ture content of corn left in the field 
is averaging 18 percent statewide 
while harvested corn is averaging. 
17 percent moisture." 

In its weekly Crop and Weather 
Report, the Iowa Department of 
Agriculture and Land Stewardship's 
(IDALS) Statistics Bureau said fall 
tillage for the 1999 row crop 
acreage was 38 percent complete, 
which is ahead of normal for this 
time of year. Fertilizer has been ap­
plied to 31 percent of the 1999 
acres which is ahead of the 27 per­
cent average for this time of year. 

"On-farm grain storage availabil­
ity estimates were almost the same 
as a week ago," the Secretary said. 
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Monroe County farmers 
battle wind, mud 

Iowa Secretary of Agriculture 
Dale M. Cochran said today that the 
corn and soybean harvest neared 
completion last week even though 
severe weather damaged some of the 
corn not yet harvested. 

However, that is not the case in 
Monroe County where farmers were 
battling extremely muddy condi­
tions to finish the soybean harvest 
and get a good start on the corn 
harvest. Monroe County farmers 
were in the same boat as other 
farmers across the state whose corn 
fields were subject to hurricane 
force winds that flattened many 
fields . 

"Wind gusts reached 70 miles an 
hour at Oelwein on Tuesday while 
the rest of the state experienced 
gusts of over 50 miles per hour," 
Cochran said. "The wind caused 
significant damage to some fields 
where corn was still standing and 
heavy precipitation in Southeast 
Iowa added to harvest delays." 

"The corn harvest was 95 percent 
complete as of Sunday," the secre­
tary added. "This is equal to last 
year at this time and is slightly 
ahead of the five-year average for 
this date. Seventy-three percent of 

the corn remaining in the fields 
showed some ear droppage last 
week, mostly caused by wind­
storms." 

"The soybean harvest is 99 per­
cent complete which is normal for 
this time of year," Cochran said. 
"There are soybeans still standing 
in southern Iowa where wet fields 
have slowed the harvest." 

In its weekly Crop and Weather 
Report, the Iowa Department of 
Agriculture and Land Stewardship's 
(IDALS) Statistics Bureau said fall 
tillage for the 1999 row crop 
acreage was 44 percent complete as 
of Sunday, which is behind last 
year at this time when 47 percent 
was complete, but ahead of the five­
year average of 39 percent com­
plete. Fertilizer has been applied to 
38 percent of the 1999 acres which 
is ahead of the 34 percent average 
for this time of year. 

"On-farm storage was rated 35 
percent short, 62 percent adequate, 
and three percent surplus, the same 
as a week ago," the Secretary said. 
"Off-farm storage availability im­
proved last week to 37 percent 
short, 61 percent adequate and two 
percent surplus." 
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Farm land drops across 

AMES -- The average value of 
an acre of farmland in Iowa dropped 
to $1,801 an 1998, the first decline 
an value smce 1986, according to an 
annual survey conducted at Iowa 
State University The decrease aver­
aged $39 an acre, or 1.9 percent 
s tatewide, said Michael Duffy, ISU 
Extension economist who directed 
the survey 

Mo nroe County farmland , 
according to the survey, fell S6 per 
acre, a decrease of 6% 

Duffy said land values in Iowa 
continued their It-year upward trend 
during the early months of 1998, 
but started to dechne late an the 
year, reflecllng lower prices that 
farmers are recetving for all maJor 
commodities. The ISU survey is 
conducted on Nov. 1 each year and 
is the only survey that reports land 
values in all 99 Iowa counlles 

While the statewide average 
value declined, 30 counties actually 
showed increases an 1998, and one 
county, Decatur in south central 
Iowa, was unchanged from 1997. In 
the 68 counties where values de­
clined, the largest percentage drop 
was in Boone County in central 
Iowa where the dechoe was 4 7 per­
cent. Farmland in 21 counties lost 
more than 4 percent of its value, 
mostly in the northwest quadrant of 
the state where some of the most 
valuable land ts located. 

The counlles where values to­
creased were located an the northea.\1 
corner of the slate where datry farm­
ers have been harmed less by low 
commodity prices than other farm ­
ers, and in the southeast corm:r of 
the state. The greatest increases 
were in Allamakee and Clayton 
Counties, in the extreme northeast 
corner, where values rose 2.3 per­
cent. Declines of less than 2 percent 
were reported 10 east central Iowa 
and in southwest Iowa counties 

Duffy said three factors were 
mentioned by more than 10 percent 
of the respondents as having post­
live impacts on land values this 
year. They were lower interest rates, 
mentioned by 49 percent, crop 
yields (18 percent), and the supply 
of land available (14 percent) Four 
factors, all related to low commodt­
hes prices, were mentioned as nega­
tive influences. They were low 
grain prices, mentioned by 49 per­
cent, low livestock prices (29 per­
cent), low commodllies prices (27 
percent), and low hog prices ( 10 
percent). 

The statewtde average in 1998 
tied 1982 for fif1h place in the rank­
ing of average values The statewtde 
average m 1982 also was $1,801, a 
drop of 16 percent from the all-lime 
htgh average of $2,147 in 1981 
The only other years with averages 
higher than thts year were 1979, 
1980 and 1997. 

Duffy satd some concern has 
been expressed about whether the 
1998 drop is the beginning of a col­
lapse in the land market Stmtlar to 
the 1980s when values dropped 
more than 60 percent from the peak 
before beginmng to climb agam 

Farmland values fall 
• Average farmland values in Iowa fell for 
the first time since 1986. The average value 
of an acre of farmland fell to $1 ,801 , 
wh1ch IS 16 percent lower than the 1981 
peak of $2 147 but 129 percent above 
the 1986 bottom of $787. 
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He noted that the 1998 average ts 
16 percent below the 1981 peak but 
129 perc.:nt abovc the 1986 bot­
tom. 

The duratiOn of the current de­
cline in valu.:s likely depends on 
how long low prices for commodt­
tles last , Duffy satd "The expecta­
fioos for returns wtll continue to be 
the maJOr force 10 determtntng the 
direcllon of the land market ," he 
added Other factors include the: tm­
pact of mh:n:st rates, and the mflu­
eoces of other economic indicators 
such as the stock market 

Most buyers of Iowa farmland 
continue to be existing farmer~ who 
are increasmg their holdings, Duffy 
said, but tnvestors made 30 ptrctnt 
of the purcha..\es this year, up from 
22 perctnt la..\1 year Sales to in­
vestors w~:rt htghest in southwtst 
Iowa at 52 perctnt, whtle !>ale~ to 
exisllng farmt:rs were htghest 10 

west central Iowa at 75 percent 
Seventeen percent of the survey n:­
spondents satd there were more 
sales thts year, 50 percent satd tht: 
number of salts was about thc same 
as last year, and 33 percent said 
there were fewer sales. 

The lughest land values by crop 
reporting dtstnct were reported in 
central Iowa where the avc:rage was 
$2,192 per acre. The lowest avtrage 
value was $948 per acre 10 south 
central Iowa Wlule the central Iowa 
district had the highest average 
value, it also had the large.\t per­
centage of decrease at 4 5 percent 
The greatest percentage of tncrea..~e 
was 2.1 percent in northeast Iowa 
The highest estimated value was 
$2,859 per acre in Scott County in 
east central Iowa, and the lowest 

Crop Dist rict 
South Central 
South..:.tst 
Stall! Avg 
Cou nty Name 
Appanoost: 
Clarke 
Davts 
Lucas 
Maha.,ka 
Manon 
Monroe 
Wapello 
Wayne 

SOURl :E: owa S:ate 
Unrversoly 1998 SuNey 
INA Graphocs 

Iowa 

1998 
948 
1,585 
1 !!01 
$/acre 
798 
927 
I ,006 
854 
1,585 

1,491 
1,010 
l ,175 
839 

was $757 per acre tn Decatur 
County Low grade land in the statc 
avtraged $1,030 per acre and 
~bowed a decrease of I l percent or 
S 12 per acre Medtum grade land 
averaged S 1,638 p.:r acre and de­
crea~ed $30 or 1 8 pc:rccnt High 
grade land averaged $2,248 per acre 
and dccrc:ased $44 or I 9 percent 

Iowa State Uruverslly has con­
ducted an annual survey of land val­
ues ~inct: 1941 More than 1,100 
hctnscd real estate brokers and oth­
ers knowledgeable about farmland 
are mvtted to parlictpate, and thts 
yt:ar\ survey drew 589 usable re­
sponses from all 99 countu:s Only 
the statewtde data and the crop re­
porting dtstrict data t\ duectly from 
the survey results Data collected 10 

the survt:y is combmed wllh data 
from the U.S Census of Agricul­
ture to determine county figures. 
The survt:y is cosponsored by the 
lo"'a Agnculture and Home Eco­
nomtcs Expenment Station and 
Iowa Slat.: University Extension 

1997 $C hg . %Ch g. 
957 -9 -0.9% 
I ,580 +4 03<%. 
1,837 -36 -2 O"o 
$/acre $Cbg. '1>Chg 
799, -I -01% 
930 -3 -0.3% 
1,001 ) 0 .)% 

855 - I -0 1% 
1,572 13 0.8% 
1,485 6 0.4% 
1,004 6 0.6% 
1,165 10 09% 
840 -1 -0 1% 
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NO FALL TILLAGE campaign sponsors are pictured above. 
Susan Ammons (left), M onroe County Sorl and Wa~er 
Conservation Di.ffrtct Commissioner with Kevin Halbmarer 
(right), Albia Hy-Vee store manager. 

No-till campaign a success 
An effort between Monroe 

County Soil and Water Con>erva­
uon Dtslnct Commtsstoners and 
Albta Hy-Vce lo encourage farmers 
not to till thc1r farm land th1s fall 
was a success. Several area farmers 
pledged over 5.000 acres of no fall 
ullage, lea\mg the protec11ve cover 
or crop residue on the field surface 
for croston control purposes thts 
wmtcr and next spnng 

The grand prize wmner of $100 

cash was Judy Noe Other w mners 
recetved $25 gtft centficates. Wm­
ner~ mclude the follov.tng 1r a 
farmers Donna Kromray, Shawn 
Murphy Bob Scott. Robert H<>f­
fron. Donald McLeod, Nelh· 
Slagter, Ed\\ard l.ahart, Jane 
Rothaar Curt Peterson, Ltnda M 
bon, Maurice Sctcs7tn'l..t. Wtlltal 
VanPolen Jr, Katheryn Ballalat:lk , 
JoAnn Ahn, Dean Bettis and 
Mtchclle Ratliff 



IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY crop specialist 
Mike White explains how a conventional 
corn/soybean planter can be converted to inter­
seed small-seeded forages into sod as a way to 
convert CRP ground b·ack to crop, hay and pas­
ture land. White's discussion was part of an after­
noon demonstration put on by the Monroe 
C-ounty Soil and Water Conservation District and 
Monroe County Extension to help farmers learn 
the bes( ways to pull their land out of the CRP 

program with the least amount of damage to 
fragile soils. A demonstration plot has been 
established on land just west of the Albia Hy- Vee 
which shows land conversion techniques using 
Round-up herbicide to renovate pasture; clipping 
CRP ground and planting no-till; using light 
dis king and doing nothing with the land. The I 0-
year program is ending for many farmers and 
thousands of acres of protected CRP land will be 
converted back into crop, pasture and hay. 



' 

N·ative prairie survives 
By WENDY CHAPMAN 

Staff Writer 
The Iowa Prairie Network (IPN), 

Region 6 has adopted a piece of 
land on Iowa Highway 5 north of 
Albia. On Saturday, Aug. 24, the 
IPN hopes to remove litter and 
study the fragments of Iowa's orig­
inal native prairie. Overall , IPN 
hopes to restore the native prairie to 
better condition. 

The two mile stretch of nativ'e 
prairie located north of Albia just 
past the Hiteman turn off can be 
identified by the Adopt-a-Highway 
sign at the beginning of the two 
mile strecth. 

Currently the land has Prairie 
Blazing Star and Rattlesnake mas­
ter in bloom. The Greek name for 
Prairie Blazing Star is Liatris 
Pycnostachya. Liatris meaning 
unknown origin and Pycnostachya 
means dense or thick. It is found 
often in thick stands on damp 
prairies and open bottom lands. 
Flowering begins in July and may 
continue until frost. This plant's 
stem grows erect and unbranched to 
a height of five feet. The top two­
thirds of the blazing star is a spike 
of rose-purple, thistle-like fl owers 
that have a fuzzy appearance. 

The Greek name for Rattlesnake 
master is Eryngium Yuccifolium. 
Erynigum means 'prickly plant' for 
the shape of the leaves, although 
the plant is not sharp. Yuccifolium 
is Greek for 'yucca leaves,' refer­
ring to the yucca like appearance. It 

MARTHA STILLMAN, member of Iowa Prairie Network, 
kneels next to Prairie Blazing Star and Rattlesnake master on 
Iowa f!ighway 5. (Wendy Chapman photo) 
is usually found on wet or ·dry 
prairies and prairie relicts through­
out the Upper Midwest. It bloom 
betwee·n June and September. This 
perennial grows tw·o to six feet high 
and it 's leaves are up to three feet 
long and up to one and a half inc h­
es wide. 

On Saturday, Aug. 24, the IPN 
and all interested parties wi ll meet 
at 9 a.m. at Albi a' livestock sale 

barn tor a Work Day. The group · 
will collect litter and then study the 
prairie flowers and grasses that 
have managed to survive over the 
years. You don't have to be a mem­
ber to join the group on the 24th, or 
any other group outing. 

NATIVE PRAIRIE 

Cont. to P. 5 
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The lPN is a non-profit, volun­
teer organization of prairie enthusi­
asts that was initiated by Iowans .at 
the 12th North American Prairie 
Conference in 1990. The purpose of 
the · lPN is to learn about, teach 
about, enjoy, and protect Iowa's 
prairie heritage. ~ 

Before European settlement, tall " 
grass prairie covered 85 percent of 
Iowa, interwoven with woodlands, 
savannas, wetlands, and other native 
ecosystems. Iowa's tall grass prairie 
was a complex and beautiful land­
scape with thousands of plant and 
animal species uniquely adapted to 
Iowa prairie conditions. 

Today, less than three-hundredths 
of one percent of Iowa's tall grass 
prairie remains. Our small, frag­
mented prairie remnants .are threat­
ened by a variety of problems that 
range from urban sprawl to the in­
vasion of trees and shrubs. Without 
human help, Iowa's prairie heritage 
won' t survive. 

For more information on Work 
Day or general questions about 
prairie, call Martha Skillman at 
(515) 472-1459 or Pam White at 
(515) 673-3508. 



Rathbun Lake legislation 
hauled out of gridlock 

The Southern Iowa Develop­
ment Authority, an organization that 
would help protect the Rathbun 
Lake watershed, was pulled out of 
political purgatory when the Senate 
voted 47-0 to create the 10-county 
authority. 

The Southern Iowa Develop­
ment Authority will target erosion 
and other threats to Rathbun water­
shed which serves as the source of 
drinking water for about 50,000 res­
idents in Iowa and Missouri and 
provides recreational opportunities 
for millions of visitors yearly. 

The bill had been held up since 
a dispute between House and 
Senate Republicans erupted over an 

unrelated natural resources issue. 
The two houses resolved their 

problems, the bill sailed through the 
Senate and Gov. Tom Vilsack is 
expected to sign it. 

The new authority would 
include Monroe County along with 
Lucas, Wayne, Clarke, . Decatur, 
Appanoose, Davis, Wapello, 
Jefferson and Van Buren counties. 
Rep. Richard Arnold (R-Russell) 
sponsored the bill. 

Once established, the authority 
would carry out conservation and 
preservation plans and adminster a 
development and conservation fund 
to control problems with erosion 
and livestock waste. 
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Rathbun Land and Water Alliance 
get $57,77 5 water quality grant 

A $57,775 grant from the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources ' 
Lake Rehabilitation Grant Program 
has been awarded to the Rathbun 
Land and Water Alliance to support 
the organization's effort to improve 
and protect Rathbun Lake's water 
quality. 

Each month for the past five 
year the RLWA ha monitored 19 
ites within and around Rathbun 

Lake to measure sediment and pe ti ­
cide flow into Rathbun Lake, which 
is the water supply for the Rathbun 
Regional Water Association 
(RRWA). RRWA provides drinking 
water to 18 counties and more than 

40 communities in southern Iowa 
and northern Missouri . 

Marty Bra ter, environmental 
management speciali t with RRWA 
say soil los from land in the water­
hed and horeline are the primary 

water quality concern in Rathbun 
Lake. 

"The lake is filling with sediment 
fa ter than originally anticipated," 
he says . "The US Army Corps of 
Engineers, which manages the 
11 000-acre lake, have indicated 
Rathbun Lake could potentially 
reach a point where it is no longer 
able to ab orb the sediment and 
chemicals unless measures are taken 

to reduce these pollutant in runoff," 
says Braster. 

Water quality monitoring data 
collected since 1997 are being used 
to develop a water hed management 
plan to reduce sediment and chemi­
cals that enter the lake in runoff. 

As part of the plan, "best man­
agement practices" will be imple­
mented on land within the lake s 
354,000-acre watershed. The DNR 
grant supports the water quality 
monitoring activities through 2006. 
RRWA and the US Army Corps of 
Engineers committed the funds and 
personnel that were required as 
match to secure the DNR grant. 
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BUSINESS 

Yield effect of late planting 
Wet conditions this spring has 

delayed corn and soybean planting 
or has created a replant situation for 
some growers. Long term studies 
indicate that optimum corn yields 
result from plantings made during 
April 20-May 5 in Iowa. The goal 
should be to establish and even 
stand of 26,000 to 30,000 plants 
per acre, regardless of the planting 
date. If planting is delayed past May 
20, hybrids five days earlier than 
the "adapted full season" maturity 
for the area may be a better choice. 

ISU research results from five 
locations in Iowa that soybeans 
should be planted by mid-May to 

achieve optimum yields . This same 
research indicates that a harvest 
population between 125 ,000 to 
150,000 plants per acre js usually 
sufficient. Full season varieties are 
recommended for soybeans planted 
until the last week of June. If soy­
bean planting is delayed into June, 
increasing the seeding rate and con­
verting to narrow rows wiU help re­
duce the negative yield affect of de­
layed planting. 

Further information on delayed 
corn and soybean planting can be 
obtained at your Monroe County 
ISU extension office. 

Corn Yield at Various Planting Dates and 
Reasonably Uniform Stand Levels 

Established Stand/Ac. 

26 - 30,000 

22,000 

18,000 

14,000 

10,000 

Planting Date vs . % Yield 

4/20 to 5 / 5 ' 5 / 20 6/1 6/10 

100 90 81 67 

96 86 78 64 

91 82 7 4 61 

80 7 2 65 54 

65 59 53 44 ' 



Crop disaster 
sign-up 
extended 

Farm Service Agency Adminis­
trator Keith Kelly today announced 
that sign-up for assistance under the 
new Crop Loss Disaster Assistance 
Program will continue for one addi­
tional week through April 16. 

"Adding one final week to the 
sign-up will not affect the timing 
of payments under the program," 
said Kelly. "We're doing this be­
cause we had such a high volume of 
applications and because we made 
some changes recently broadening 
eligibility for the multi-year loss 
assistance portion of the program." 

More than $2 billion was autho­
rized by Congress to reimburse 
farmers hit by natural disasters who 
suffered losses in 1998 or in at least 
three years from 1994-1998. 

Interested producers are encour­
aged to contact the Monroe County 
Farm Service Agency, 932-7134. 



Zapitul appointed to conservation board 
The Monroe County Board of 

Supervisors met Tuesday, March 23 
where they accepted with regret the 
resignation of John Hastings ' as a 
me~ber of the Monroe County 
Conservation Board effective imme­
diately. Steve Zapitul was ap­
pointed to the conservation board 
effective April 14. 

The treasurer's monthly invest­
ment report shows balance on hand 
as of Feb. 28, 1999, is 
$1,845,478.30. 

The board met with Susan 
Howard of Manpower Services to 
discuss working with the corpora­
tion. Manpower provides temporary 
employees. Manpower will pay the 
employee while they worked for the 
county and takes care of the taxes, 
unemployment and workers com­
pensation. 

Howard will brin g a proposal 
with cost amounts for the board to 
review on April 5. 
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1999 soil conservation 
poster winners named. 

Every year the conservation dis­
tricts of Iowa and the soil and water 
conservation districts sponsor a 
post contest. This year's theme was 
"In the Children's Hands," with the 
idea that today 's children have the 
responsibility to take care of our 
natural resources. 

This year Monroe County had 
seven classes participate in three di­
visions. First second and third 
places were given in each division 
with the first place poster going to 
the regional contest and the top re­
gional winning going to a national 
contest. 

3 

Winners included: Division I, 
Kassi Ward, first, Heidi Brown, 
second, Chelsey VandenBerg, third; 
Division II, Patrick Motard, first, 
Jesse Simmons, second, Kylee 
Coughlin, third; Division Ill, Drew 
Yarkosky, first, Michael Wilson, 
second, Dana Peterson, third. 

Drew Y arkosky 

Patrick Motard 



Farm Business 
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PAUL SILVERIO gets the award for the biggest yam of the 
season. This monster spud weighed in at 14 pounds and was 
25 inches around. 

Conservation 
district office 
moving Sept. 29 

The Monroe County Soil and 
Water Conservation District office 
will be movang to 1ts new location 
at 170 I South B St., Suite I 00 on 
Wednc~day,Sert. 29 

The nc\v bUlldmg 1s located JU\t 
west of the A YM Mfg. plant at the 
comer of 17th Ave. and B St The 
telephone number w11l rematn the 
same, 932-5144. An open house IS 
planned for October 

FB request 
The IO\\a !-arm Bureau Fedcra· 

tion has asked the U.S Department 
of Agnculturc to take 1mmed1ate ac­
tion to provtde nextbdity on grain 
storage rules this fall. 

Farm Bureau asked Agriculture 
Secretary l)an G\icl..man to relax 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) rules 
to allO\\ farmers to retam benefictal 

mterest in gram. but store 11 on the • ground FSA rules requtre elevators 
to ta~ control of gram before stor­
mg It on the ground 

District FB 
women's meeting 
Sept. 30 

Monroe County Farm Bureau 
wtll host a distnct women's meet­
Ing at Trimty Umted Methodist 
Church m Alb1a on Sept 30 Reg­
IStration begms at 9 a.m. and pro­
grams run from 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Guest speakers wil l be June 
Judge of Iowa Cny. representing 
the NatioMI Alltance for the Men­
tally Ill ; Craig H1ll, D1~tnctrJ! DI­
rector; Rick McLam, Reg10n 14 
manager; Btl\ Belden, Reg1on 17 
manager; and John DeHamer, presi­
dent of the Monroe County Farm 
Bureau. 

All counues present will have a 
part on the program m conducting 
workshops and other vanous activi ­
ties throughout the day Door pnzes 

Monroe 
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wtll be g1ven. 
\Ve invite men. women and cou­

ples to attend thts educational .md 
fun day Call your Count} Farm 

• 
Bureau office for more details, 932-
7873 

Registration fee and cost of 
lunch IS $6. 



Local FSA offices 'Hx 
move to new site 

The Monroe County Farm. Ser­
vice Agency and Natural Resources . 
Conservation Service will be mov­
ing to a new location at the end of 
September. They will begin trans­
ferring equipment and records on 
Sept. 29 and anticipate completing 
the move on Sept. 30. 

They will maintain staff at both 
sites during the move for the pub­
lic's convenience; however, area 
farmers and businesses should try 

to schedule office visits before or 
after the move, if possible. While 
FSA does not anticipate any major 
problems associated with the move, 
they will be temporarily without 
computer and telephone service. 

The new office building is locat­
ed south on Highway 5 and one 
block west of A. Y.M. on 17th 
Avenue. An open house is planned 
for late October. 



Form Business 
Amazing tree facts 
A' we approach the true begin­

mng of \\Inter, let's discover sorne 
mteresung facts and hJstory about 
the umquc and wonderful tree re­
sources we have m Iowa. 

From 1859 to 1889. Iowa was 
one of the nauon' s leading lumber· 
ing Mates The combination of 
westward seulement, the ava1lab1l-
1ty of lumber logs m W1sconsm 
and the nver transpon system pro­
\'lded the necessary environment for 
the lumber mdustry to flounsh 
M1lhons of logs were floated down 
the Mtsstssippt River to nvemde 
towns. \\here they were processed 
tnto lumber and final products At 
the peak. more than 7000 people 
were employed and the forest prod­
uct> tndustry accounted for more 
than one-tenth of the state's total 
tndustnal output. When the vast 
forests of whtte pine started to 
shnnk. the demtse of the Iowa 
lumber industry was swtfl and final. 

The most Important use of 
Iowa·~ nauve woodlands tn the late 
18QQ, was for transponation. Im­
ually, the matn use of wood was 
for butldtng and/or fuehng wagons, 
bndges and steamboats up the ma­
JOr rivers When the railroads began 
thetr maJor expansion throughout 
the state, the demand for wood for 
railroad ties consumed a stgntficant 
porllon of the state's forest re ­
source. Dunng this period. a while 
oak uc would last only 7 years. and 
each rmle of rat! would requtre 6 
acres of woodland for the timbers 
and ues. 

We value trees for many reasons. 
tncludtng thetr beauty dunng the 
seasons. thetr tnfluences on our en­
vtronment and the many spectes of 
btrds and animals they shelter and 

feed Trees have an effect on our :ur 
quahty For every pound of wood 
produced by a tree, 11 also prov1des 
a pound of oxygen and uses almost 
1.5 pounds of carbon dioxtde. Or an 
acre of trees uses 5880 pounds of 
carbon diOxide and gtves us 4280 
pounds of oxygen each year. 

Trees are nature's air conditiOn­
ers A single tree can transpire I 00 
gallons of water from tts leaves tn a 
smgle day. The coohng prov1ded by 
this smgle tree IS eqUivalent to five 
average room au cond1uoners run­
nmg 20 hours per day An acre of 
urban forest or park w1ll transp1rc 
more than 1600 gallons of water 
per day 

A large tree may have 200,000 
to 400,000 leaves, whtch act ltke a 
conunuous air filter. An acre of 
trees may remove as much as 13 
tons of dust each year. Streets wtth 
trees have 3000 panicles per ltter of 
atr, compared with 10.000 to 
12,000 tn streets without trees 
Trees also remove heavy metals 
One study 1n Connecttcut esumatcd 
that a stngle sugar maple tree, foot 
tn dtameter, removes n one growmg 
season 60 mg of cadmium. 140 mg 
of chrommm, 820 mg of mckel and 
5200 mg of lead. Trees serve as 
moderate filters of some gaseous 
pollutants such as sulfur dtoxide 
and carbon monoxide. 

Each Iowa citizen uses the 
cqutvalent of a 100-foot tree each 
year We use 600 pounds of paper 
each year for all uses From 1900-
1988 Amencans grew and used the 
equtvalent of 13 b1ll1on I 00-foot 
trees An acre of Iowa woodland 
grows 1/2 to I cord of wood each 
year From a cord of wood the fol­
lowmg products can be produced. 

7,500,000 toothptcks 
1000-2000 lbs of paper 

(dependmg on the process) 
942 one-lb books 
61.370 #10 envelopes 
4.384,000 commemorame s11e 

postage stamps 
460.000 personal checks 
89.870 sheets of letterhead bond 

paper 
1200 cop1es of Nauonal Geo 

grapluc 
2700 coptes of the average datly 

paper 
250 cop1es of the Sunday New 

York Times 
30 Boston Rockers 
12 dtmng room tables 

, 
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Buildmg an average 1800 square The "plow in the oak tree" near 
foot home uses 10,000 board feet of Extra Illustrates how a smgle event 
lumber, equtvalent to 20 cords can be carried through the years 

Iowa trees have had some ht\tOr· The story is that an Iowa farmer 
ical signtficance. The ongtnal Dclt- was called to do battle tn the C1vtl 
Ctous apple tree grew up as a sprout War during the early 1860s He 
tn a orchard near Peru Smcc thl\ leaned h1s plow agatnst a small bur 

dtscovery, m111tons of DehctOU\ •------~Jr--:-
apples have thetr roots from tht\ .,-;' 
Iowa tree. 

Iowa 1s not known for Its maple 
syrup operations but one of the old­
est conunuos busmesses tn Iowa ts 
The Green Sugarbush Tht\ sugar 
bush near Decorah has been tapped 
by ftve generations of Greens for 
more than I SO years producmg tht-. 
sweet product from the forest 

I 

oak near his field and JOined the 
Union forces, never to return In the 
almost 140 years since. the tree has 
almost completely grown over the 
plow. Today, part of the handles 
and pan of the blade are all that are 
VISible 



Cost/share sign-up underway 
Sign up for the Environmental 

Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 
began Jan. 18 and will end March 3. 

Applications are being taken at 
the Monroe County USDA Service 
Center in Albia. Applicatons will be 
ranked and selected for funding 
ba ed on how well planned conser­
vation work will address statewide 
re ource concerns at the most rea-

nable cost to USDA. 
Statewide concerns include soil 

ero ion water quality, manure maD­
agement and grasslands. 

Under EQIP, USDA provides 

technical assistance, up to 75 per­
cent cost-share on certain structural 
practices and incentive payments to 
producers who enter 5-l 0 year con­
tracts based on conservation plans. 

EQIP practice included but are 
not limited to: terracing, grassed . I 
water\Vays , ponds, manure, pasture 
and wildlife management, tree 
planting, windbreaks , strip crop­
ping, conservation tillage, wildlife 

·habitat management and wetland 
restorati on, enhancement or cre­
ation . 

Call 932-5 144 or 932-7134. 



AGRICULTURE 

Switchgrass harvest sets 
stage for co-fire test 

As combmes and tractors 
brought in a fall harvest of com and 
soybeans. mowers and balers 
brought m bale upon bale of a po­
tential energy crop Three thousand 
tons of swllchgrass were harvested 
from 1.300 acres. setung the stage 
for a co-fire test to be held at Al­
hant Energy's Ottumwa Generating 
Station (OGS) tn the year 2000 

The bales wtll he burned wllh 
coal at OGS a~ part of the Charnon 
Valley Biomass ProJect. Swllch­
grass grows well on margmal land 
and possesses excellent bum quah­
ues Alhant's paruc1pat1on in the 
project allows switchgrass to be 
tested for the poss1b1hty of using 
the warm season grass as a renew­
able fuel. The goal IS to use 
swllchgrass as a fuel to replace a 
portion of the coal burned at OGS 

Chariton Valley B1omass Project 
Field Spec1ahst, John Sellers, says 
4,000 tons are necessary to com­
plete the test burn at OGS "The 

' remaining 1,000 ton will be har­
vested between January and Apnl," 
he says. He added that the weather 
was perfect for the harvest "It al­
lowed us to complete the early por­
tion of our harvest in what I would 
cons1der record time and in near per­
fect condiuons." 

Marty Braster. project coordina­
tor, says the sw11chgrass yields 
taken dunng th1s harvest were very 
acceptable. " In some of the older 
stands, which have been producmg 
switchgrass for two years or more, 
the y1elds were four tons per acre," 
he says. 

More than 24 pubhc and private 
orgamzauons and agenc1es partici­
pate in the project, two of which 
played an Intricate role m the 
switchgrass harvest. John Deere Ot­
tumwa Works, and Prairie lands 
B10-Products, Inc. 

John Deere Ottumwa Works as­
Sisted m the sw1tchgrass harvest by 
donaung the use of harvesting 
eqUipment and the assistance of an 

equipment test techmc1an. Prairie 
Lands board member Doug Goben, 
says the help of John Deere was 
cruc1al to the success of the harvest. 
"The harvest just wouldn' t have 
been as successful w1thout the as­
sistance of John Deere," he says. 

John Deere Ottumwa Works Se­
mor Fieldmg-tesung Engmeer, Jack 
GUJter, says. "Providtng assistance 
dunng the fall harvest g1ves us the 
opportunity to conduct product 
evaluations while part1c1paung in 
the testmg of a ne\v energy source," 

He added, "It also gives us the op­
portuni ty to test the eqUipment tn I 
different crop cond111ons." 

The swnchgrass was mowed 
with a John Deere 4990 self-pro­
pelled rotary wmdrower. The ma­
chme cuts and windrows the grass 
in one pass ehmmatmg the time It 
would take to make the second 
pass. "The Model 4990 w1\l be a 
new product for the John Deere Ot • 
tumwa factor) m 2000,'' say~ GUJ 
t.:r The baling was completed wJth 
an experimental John Deere square 
baler A~ the bales Jell the Jield 
they made their way to temporary 
storage unul they \\111 he used at 
OGS ''The bales arc tcmpor anly 
stored all o er the area 111 sheds, 
silo plls , and out m the field under 
tarp~ " says Sellers. Plans arc un­
derway to co 'truct a storage tac1l 
ity at OGS. which will house 
3,000 tons of swllchgrass 

Bra~ter state\ "Once the storage 
facihty IS bmlt, transportatwn has 
been contracted with a local com­
pany to transport the sw1t<:hgrass 
bales from temporary storage to the 
plant" 

"Most of the harvested fields are 
enrolled m the Conservation Re­
serve Program !CRP) ~o the farm­
ers aren't a~tually pa1d an} thmg for 
the1r swllchgrass. Where switch­
grass was harvested on a Jew non­
CRP fields we pa1d the owner de­
pendmg on quality and mOISture 
standards," says Sellers. 

Also assisting m the harvest was 
Prairie Lands B1o-Products. Inc .• a 
group of switchgrass producers who 
formed through the project The1r 
part1c1pauon m the harvest included 
transporung the bales to the1r tem­
porary storage locauon In addition 
to the harvest, they are leadmg ef­
forts to develop products and mar­
kets denved from the plant. such a 
paper, fiberboard, mulch and logs 
Prairie Lands members meet on a 
monthly bas1s to discuss harvest I 
handhng, transportation and the lat­
est in product development. 

The Chanton Valley RC&D. in 
Centervtllc, Iowa. coordmates the 
Chanton Valley Biomass ProJect. 
The project area includes the coun­
ues of Appanoose. Lucas, Monroe 
and Wayne. For more 1nformauon 1 

about the project , contact Marty 
Braster. 515-437-4376 
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DNR program will target 
assistance to farmers 

DES MOINES - The DNR is 
stepping up efforts to work with 
private landowners to improve wa~ 

ter quality and wildlife habitat. 
Two wildlife biologists are be­

ing added , one in north central Iowa 
and the other in the southwestern 
part o f the state . The biologists 
will work jointly with local Natural 
Resource and Conservation Service 
offi ces as well as local chapters of 
conservation organizations such as 
Pheasants Forever, Ducks Unlim­
ited and Trees Forever in helping 
farmers develop conservation areas 
on treir land, particularly conserva­
ti on buffer strips . 

Farmers can receive yearly rental 
payments from the federal govern­
ment to idle land along waterways 
through the continuous Conserva­
tion Reserve Program (CRP) .. 

"Buffer strips have proven abil­
ity to improve water quality and 

provide wildlife habitat. Often 
times, the rental payments for en­
rolling in the program can be more 
financially beneficial to the 
landowner than raising crops ," said 
DNR Director Paul Johnson. 

But for all the benefits offered by 
the buffer strip program , Johnson 
said it often still take a "personal 
touch" to sell landowners on the 
program. 

"We've seen proof that one-on­
one contact with landowners can 
make a tremendous difference in 
getting landowners to participate, " 
Johnson said. 

Johnson points to Carroll 
County where the local Pheasants 
Forever chapter went door-to-door 
encouraging landowners to partici­
pate. The result of the effort has 
been 2 ,960 acres - more than 290 
stream miles - being put in conser­
vation buffer strips. 

"We want to emulate that suc­
cess story in other parts of the 
state," Johnson said. 

Buffer suips are being recognized 
for significant water quality im­
provements and wildlife habitat ad­
ditions . 

"Buffer strips and shelter belts 
are the most important and positive 
improvements a landowner can do 
on a farm. Both buffer strips and 
shelter belts can provide winter 
food , cover and migration routes for 
wildlife. Adequate winter cover is a 
limiting factor for wildlife popula­
tions like pheasants , particularly in 
the northern parts of the state," said 
Ken Herring, wildlife management 
supervisor for the DNR. 

Herring said buffer strips along 
streams are important habitat for . 
pheasants and aquatic fur bearing 
species. 



Ag Day 
celebrated 
March .19 
New members 
named to Ag 
Hall of Fame 

Monroe County Farm Bureau 
will celebrate Ag Day on Friday, 
March 19, with their Ag Hall of 
Fame/Retail Appreciation Day. It 
will be held at the First Christian 
Church in Albia. 

Ag-related businesses and 
cornrnodity groups will have dis­
plays in the morning with informa­
tion and snacks from 9-11 :30 a.m. 
A special invitation is given. to all 
retail friends to come for coffee 
and snacks. Also, pre-school and 
grade school children are invited to 
attend. The Albia FFA Chapter will 
have a machinery and poster dis­
play for all to examine and enjoy. 

The meat for a pot-luck lun­
cheon is furnished by Monroe 
County Cattlemen and Women and 
Pork Producers. Gary Wergin , 
WHO radio announcer, farm report 
and information, will be the guest 
speaker. 

The Ag Hall of Fame was 
established 16 years ago to honor 
men and women involved in farm­
ing and agri-business who have 
contributed to the community and 
agriculture. The public is welcome 
to attend. 

The 1999 Ag Hall of Fame 
inductees are: Albert and Joyce 
Tangie and Everett and Ruth Ella 
Gardner, as the two farm couples. 
Howard Lindaman will be induct­
ed as the Agribusinessman and 
Brian and Renae Hindman will be 
inducted as the Young Farm 
Couple. 



Hendersons 
honored for 
conservation 

Conservation farm families 
from 77 counties across Iowa 
will be honored at the 1999 
Farm Progress Show near 
Amana Wednesday, Sept. 29. 

Bob and Rick Henderson, 
who farm east of Albia, will 
be among those families hon­
ored at the Family Living Tent 
at 12:30 p.m. 

The "Century Conservation 
Farmers" were nominated by 
Iowa's local Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts for 
their efforts to protect the 
water, air and land that will 
produce food into the next 
millennium. 

Each farmer will receive a 
limited edition wildlife print 
by well known Iowa artist 
Larry Anderson and a jacket 
and certificate bearing the 
logo, "Conservationist for 
2000 and Bey~md.'' 
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Tree planting season 
arrives in Albia 

Spring weather in Albia means 
now is the time to get started with 
Alliant Energy Branching Out tree 
planting projects. 

Through the winter, a number of 
committed Albia volunteers have 
been working hard, dedicating many 
hours to choosing sites, selecting 
tree species, ordering trees, and en­
listing volunteer and funding sup­
port for tree planting projects in the 
community . • 

Albia is one of 139 communi­
ties across Iowa participating in the 
Alliant Energy Branching Out tree 
planting partnership coordinated by 
Trees Forever and sponsored by Al­
liant Energy . Over $286,500 has 
been contributed in 1999 by Alliant 
Energy, funding projects in 71 Iowa 
counties. Trees Forever provides 
on-site assistance to local commu­
nities and administers the program 
across the state. 

Diane Ramsey, Managing Direc­
tor, Corporate Communications and 
External Affairs for Alliant Energy, 

says, "Investing in community tree 
planting projects is a priority for 
us. Planting trees helps reduce peak 
electric demand, enhances energy ef­
ficiency, and provides long-term 
environmental benefits." 

Planting trees offers people other 
lasting benefits-the smell of spring 
buds, shade from the summer sun, 
and glorious bursts of color in the 
fall. 

Bowling 
Towerettes 

As of March 25, 1999 
W L 

Linderg Shelter Ins. 79 37 
Albia Motor 76 1/2 39 1/2 
Hughes Auto 73 1/2 42 1/2 
First Iowa State Bank 66 50 
American Legion 50 66 
Ragtime Industries 42 74 
KLBA 41 75 
Pine Lane Advertising 36 80 

High individual game: Kay Miller, 215; 
Celeste Croskrey, 213; Dot Simondale, 205. 

High individual series: Kay Miller, 534; 
Celeste Croskrey, 521 ; linda Gutcher, Dot 
Simondale, 514. 

High team game: KLBa , 972; Hughes 
Auto, 956; Ragtime Industries, 945 

High team series: Hughes Auto, 2,728; 
Ragtime Industries, 2,721 ; KLBa, 2,682. 



THE MONROE COUNTY Soil and Water 
Conservation District has distributed trees to 
third graders in the Alb1a elemelltary fchool~ 
smce 1972. This spring the students learned 
about and planted Sugar Maples .. -1./though 
the trees sometimes fall prey to unfortunate 
happenings on the way h ome from school, 

THE MONROE COUNTY Soil and Water 
Conservation District has distributed trees to 
third graders in the Albta elementary schools 
since 1972. This spring the students learned 
about and planted Sugar Maples. Although 
the trees sometimes fall prey to unfortunate 

Union-Republican 9 
Thursday, April 29, 1999 

Monroe County is still blessed ll'lth several 
hundred new plantings each year to beautlf\' 
the landscape and provide food and shelt •r 
for wildlife. Pictured above are students from 
.\.Irs. Hollinrake 's third grade clan in 
Melrose. 

happenings on the way home from school. 
Jlonroe County is stJII blessed 1dth sel•eral 
hundred new plantings each year to beautifv 
the landscape and provide food and shelter 
for wildlife. Pictured above are students from 
Ur. Preston 's third grade class at Grant. 



Farm Business 
Deadline to obtain FSA 
loans or LOP's approaching 

The wmdow of opportunity for 
producers to obtam marketmg assis­
tance crop loans or loan defic1ency 
payments on 1999 com or soybeans 
will close Wednesday. May 31, ac­
cordmg to Bob Soukup, State Ex­
ecutive D1rector of USDA's Farm 
Semce Agency (FSA). 

"Producers may obtam a market­
ing assistance loan or receive a loan 
deficiency payment (LOP) on all or 
part of their ehg1ble corn or soy­
bean crops dunng the loan avall­
ab•liry penod whtch ends on May 
31, 2000," Soukup sa1d. "Producers 
wtth 1999 soybeans or com 10 stor­
age should cons1der taking out a 
nmt!-month marketing as~•stance 
loan or obtaining a loan defic1ency 
payment (LOP) before the deadline 

passes." 
Marketing ass1stance loans 

prov1de ellg1ble producers with low 
1nterest mtenm operaun~ capual 
and allow the producer to hold the 
commodity for future sale, he 
explaaned. The loans have a nine­
month term and variable interest 
rate wh1ch 1s currently 7.25 percent. 

"Producers who obtain a market­
mg assistance loan on their 1999 
corn or soybean crops can still take 
advantage of benefits available 1f 
pnces fall," Soukup emphas1zed. 
"This can be done through the re­
payment opuons avallable to them 
before thelf loan matures." 

The actual loan repayment rate 
would be the lesser of the county 
loan rate plus accrued interest, or 

the posted county pnce (PCP) for 
the day the rcp.lyment 1s made The 
difference between these two op­
uons IS the market gam that pro 
ducers earn when repay1ng the•r 

loan. 
"The market gam they earn wuh 

a PCP repayment opt1on 1s s1m1lar 
to the benelits earned from LOP's," 
Soukup sa1d "It •s Important to 
note these opllons arc only avail­
able to produ~:crs that have not al­
ready rece1ved LOP bene fib or have 
not repa1d a loan at a d1scount pre­
VIOUsly on the same bushels." 

More 1nformauon on FSA's 
commoduy loan and LOP programs 
can be obtamed tram local county 
USDA Serv1ce Center.. 

FSA committee requests emergency release of CAP 
The Monroe County FSA 

Commillee recently requested emer­
gency release of CRP acreage for 
baymg and grazmg due to contmu­
mg drought cond1110n~ m Southern 
Iowa. 

The Commlltee bel1eves releas­
ing CRP for emergency usc early m 
the growmg season wi II ass 1st area 
farmers by rnakmg ava1lable the 
needed forage to mamtam founda­
tion herds throughout the spring 
and summer and also replenish hay 
s tocks that will carry livestock the 
winter months. 

Forage producuon m the county 

has been severely reduced this 
spnng because of the lack of ade­
quate mOisture. Climatological data 
obtamed from the State Chmatolo­
g•st Office indicates Monroe 
County has recetved only 16.09 
1nches of prectpitation s1nce July 
1999 Th1s represents prectpllallon 
that is only 56 percent of normal or 
12.3 mches below normal during 
the last ten months. 

The Committee's recommenda­
tion has been forwarded with sup­
porting data to the Iowa FSA State 
Commlltee and will be considered 

................................ .................... ... ...... ....... 
• • .. • • t 

for approval by !"SA s Nauonal Of­
fice 10 Washmgton, D C 

Area farmer~ w11l be Immedi­
ately noufied upon rece1vmg a dect­
s•on If approved, CRP parttctpants 
would be requ1red to make written 
request to the Monroe County FSA 
office, located at 170 I South B 

• Streetm Alb1a 

r 
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State planting, calving seasons near perfect 
The last week of April and the 

first two weeks of May brought 
warmer weather to Iowa w1th con­
unued below normal precipuauon 
levels, leaving Iowa farmers 10 need 
of ram 

The combmauon of warm, dry 
weather, however, has created a near 
record pace in corn and soybean 
planung and one of the best calvmg 
and lambing seasons in h1story. 

Iowa Secretary of Agncullure 
Patty Judge stated, "Despite below 
normal precipitation levels Iowa 
farmers are still far ahead of the 
planung schedule 10 the fields " 

The outlook without a break 10 

the weather is not good, though 
The ag department reported the 
state's topso•l moisture was rated 
23 percent very short, 39 percent 
short and 38 percent adequate m the 
first week of May. Only spotty 
ramfall fell through May 8 placing 
even more stress on subsOil and 
tops01l mo1sture levels. Subso1l 
mo1sture was rated 35 percent very 
short, 47 percent short and 18 per­
cent adequate. 

As of May I, 93 percent of the 
fertilizer applicauon had been com­
pleted and by May 8 over 98 per­
cent had been applied This remams 
ahead of last years 84 percent fertil­
Izer application and the five-year 

avemgc of 75 percent. 
farmer' are far ahead m the field 

preparation w1th 95 percent com­
plete, compared to last year's 86 
percent and the 75 percent over the 
past five years. 

Iowa Farmer~ focused the1r allen­
lion on the planung of corn last 
week As of Sunday, April 30, 65 
percent of the •ntended corn acreage 
had been planted Th•s IS signifi­
cantly ahead of the prev10us year's 
II percent corn acreage planted and 
the five-year average of 19 percent. 

Soybean planung 1n Iowa IS 
close to 90 percent complete. In the 
period between Apnl 30 and May 8 
soybean planllng went from mne 

percent complete to over 80 pertent 
complete. 

Warm, dry weather conduaons 
have been beneficial lor hvesaod.: 
producers across the ~tate C:ah mg 
and lambing losses should show 
sagnaficant decreases compared to 
past years 

ANGUS REGISTRATION 
Charles Laughead of C&S An­

gus of Albia, has recently been en· 
rolled m the Angus Herd Improve­
ment Records program of the Amer­
tcan Angus Associauon AHIR as a 
comprehensive e\aluauon program 
used by registered Angus breeders to 
help them keep records of reproduc­
uon and groMh 11te on mdtv•duJI 
ammals. 



Farm Business 
Report 
crops to 
FSA soon 

Monroe Count) p1 oducer~ 
should con,1dcr reportmg thc1r 2000 
crops to the l·SA off1ce as they 
complete spring planting. according 
to David Wynn, County Executive 
Director for the l'SDA Farm Scr 
vice Agency The ;1creage reporting 
requirements depend on what FSA 
programs a farmer partiCipates in 
W) nn sa1d nop acrc.1gc report\ arc 
requrred m the loiiO\\tng s1tuauun~ 

• Consen au on Reserve 
Program ICRP) acreage mu<;t be re­
ported. 

• Acreage of lrults and \Cg-
ctable~ planted b) producers parttcl­
patmg m the 7-) car Agncultural 
Market Tran<;Jtton Program 
(A\1T ·\)must be reported 

• Producers m the AMTA 
program gro" mg feed gra1ns or 
wheat and all so} he an producers de 
smng mnc-month crop loans or 
Loan Deftc1cncy P.tymcnb (LOP's) 
after han est need to report acreage 
for those crops LOP' s arc payable 
when th(; market pncc for the 
commodity 1s less than the county 
loan rate 

• Acreage o t crops elig1ble 
for the Non msurcd Assistance Pro 
gram (NAP). wh1ch arc crops for 
wh1ch Federal Crop Insurance 1s not 
available , must be reported NAP 
operates sumlar to cat;btrophic crop 
insurance pultc1cs and pro' 1des 
comparable protection for producers 
on crops th.lt cannot be msured. 

Producers \\ 1th these s1tuauons 
should stop m at the FSA ofltcc at 
the1r earliest con,emence to report 
thc1r ac reage l'lmel) reportmg 1s 

FIFTY-ONE FARM BUREAU women from 
across Iowa attended the National Women 's 
Conference May 6-8 in Colorado Springs, 
Colo. Those atte11di11g the conference f rom 
this area included from left, Patricia Findley, 
Lovilia; jackie Beard, Chariton; Geri llan­
son, Centerville and Mabel Moore, Melrose, 

necessary to determme and mamtam 
ehgibihty for USDA program bene­
fits . Producers reponmg after June 
30, 2000 are subject to late fihng 

Don' t Jeopardize potenual pro­
gram benefits b) not nmely report­
lOg planted acreage on all farms . 
Farmers needing more mformauon 
about crop reporung should contact 
the FSA office (515)932-7134. 

District 8 women 's chairperson. Particrpants 
enhanced their leadership skills by attending 
seminars 011 leadership development, political 
influence, communications and tec/111ol11g}'. 
Tiley also learned about bioteclwolugy and 
f arm and f ood safety. 

• 



September 14, 2000 -
Conservation tillage gaining ground among Iowa farmers 

DES MOINES - Conservation 
and farm group leaders announced 
today results from two surveys that 
indicate soil-saving conservation 
tillage methods are holding their 
own, and may be gaining ground in 
Iowa. 

Results from a 1999 survey of 
340 corn and soybe'an producers in 
18 Iowa counties show the amount 
of no-till acres and the proportion 
of farmers using no-till changed lit­
tle from 1997 to 1999. Preliminary 
results from a field survey collected 
in the same 18 counties this year 
shows conservation tillage and no-

1 · till have increased significantly 
since 1998. 

"In the last few years there has 
been speculation within the agricul­
tural and conservation communities 
of a decline in the use .of conserva­
tion tillage and no-till in the state. 
Part of that speculation may be due 
to a sharp peak in residue manage­
ment use in 1997 followed by a 
drop in 1998," says Leroy Brown, 
State Conservationist for the 
USDA-Natural Resources Conser­
vation Service (NRCS) in Iowa. 
"We are encouraged by the results 
of both suryeys, that show there is 
not a downward trend in conserva­
tion tillage and no-till. The farmer 
survey · results will help us better 
understand producersm thoughts and 
attitudes, so we can further increase 
the use of these tillage systems in 
Iowa." 

Conservation tillage is the prac­
tice of leaving the stalks and other 

residues from the current year's crop 
on the surface of the soil after har­
vest, to protect the soil from falling 
raindrops until the next year's crop 
can protect it. · 

The 1999 survey of farmers' 
tillage practices and attitudes was 
Ct>nducted by the Iowa Residue 
Management Partnership (IRMP), 
an informal partnership of private 
and public organizations that pro­
motes and addresses issues related to 
conservation tillage and no-till. The 
survey focused on measuring tillage 
trends and identifying possible 
causes of any trend changes among 
this sample of Iowa farmers . Al­
though there was some small an­
nual fluctuation, results indicate 
tillage preferences among those 
farmers have remained stable over 
the past three years. . 

The 2000 field survey of crop 
residue levels was conducted by the 
Conservation Technology Informa­
tion Center (CTIC), a nonprofit 
public/private partnership, and the 
NRCS in every Iowa county. Cur­
rently, results are only available for 
the same 18 counties sampled in 
the IRMP survey. "The 2000 sur­
vey results revealed some pleasant 
surprises in these 18 counties, in­
cluding significant increases in no­
till," says Dan Towery, Natural Re­
sources Specialist for CTIC. "Since 
1998, no-till corn increased by 
204,600 acres , representing an 85 
percent increase. No-till soybeans 
are up 166,000 acres in these coun­
ties, or 40 percent from 1998." 

"Although the total acres planted 
to no-till corn and soybeans in 
2000 within the 18 Iowa counties 
was still less than the peak high in 
1997, committed Iowa growers are 
recognizing the many benefits of 
no-till production sy.stems," says 
Towery. "In order to continue in-

creasing no-till acres growers need 
to look for "weather-proof' sys­
tems, sucti as strip-till, that will 
perform well regardless of spring 
planting conditions." 

The' results of the IRMP and 
CTIC surveys were released today· at 
the West Des Moines Marriott dur­
ing the annual meeting of the Con­
servation Districts of Iowa. Final 
statewide CTIC data will be released 
later this fall. 

IRMP members include: Con­
servation Districts of Iowa, Inc .; 
Conservation Technology Informa­
tion Center; IDALS, Division of 
Soil Conservation; Iowa Chapter, 
American Society of Farm Man­
agers and Rural Appraisers; Iowa 
Chapter, Soil and Water Conserva-

tion Society; Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources; Iowa Farm Bu­
reau Federation; Iowa State Univer­
sity; Monsanto, Inc.; Novartis 
Crop Protection, Inc.; Agren, Inc.; 
Soil and Water Conservation Soci­
ety, Inc.; USDA, Natural Resources 
Conservation Service. 

For more information on the 
surveys or to join the IRMP con­
tact Larry Beeler, NRCS, 515-284-
4371. 
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A P4/R OF BELGIAN horses f rom Drakesville, driven by Carol \nn liL \'eese with relief driver Bill 
Collin.~ and .UcKem.ie Beaird, ride past threshers, Lyle Haselhulm and Cindy Reed Shull, Joe Hoover 

and Tyler SltelquiM pitching bundles, with Dave Reed and John Spencer looking after the oats wagon. 

• res zn 

Photos by Dave Paxton 
THf: IHRI~SH/N(, HilCHISr and .11rcm 
stack build up as the 5hacks of oats 11 at/ 

patient/) in the field\ far threllling. 

( 

LYLE HASELIIUHN, thresher operater, keeps things oiled up. 

A TEAM OF ML LES pulling a cart, owned by the Jeff l~Il\011 family of Ottumwa, 
rides past one of the many tractors from Gt\ TR (Great \/bia Tractor Ride). 

EMIL KRABER, left, and Dave Reed, cl1eck out the condition of the oats on the wagon. 
n orking the tl:reai1H'r and bundle 11agon 11:ere Stuart '-!c­

Dmul (/eft) and Ron Spencer (nght). 
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Fall . is_ a good time to soil test 
By MARK CARLTON. 

ISU Exte~Wion 

Harvest . 20qo is nearly I 00 
percent complete. What's next? Soil 
test. 

Apply i ng phosphorus , 
potassium, and lime does .not make 
much sense without a soil test. 
Many fields with a history . of 
manure or heavy applications of 
fertili zers over the past years are 
testing very high in phosphorus and 
potassium. Research at ISU has 
shown that fields with phosphorus 
and potassium levels above the 
"optimum" level do not benefit 
from applications of phosphorus 
and potassium. In addition , 
excessive applications of crop 
nutrients · is detrimental to the 

Oct. 2Q through Jan. 1 0 

Hunters · 
170,000 opening 
weekend 

SOU !Ia: lowi Oopiftmont of Noturil RI!SO<lr<H 
INAGrophla 

environment. 
Fall is an excellent time to so il 

test. Fall soil tes ting allows 
enough time to collect samples, 
stud y the analysis, and make 
nutrient application decisions before 
winter sets in. G~obal Positioning 
Sys te ms (GPS), Geographical 
Information Systems (GIS) and 
Variable Rate Technology (VRT) 
have made soi l testing somewhat 
compl icated but can provide 
produ c er s w ith valuable 
information. 

Keep in mind that soil testing is 
not an exact science no matter 
which method of sampling is used . 
A good soi l sample should be 
representative of the area of the field 

being sampled. Soil test results are 
only as accurate as the sample that 
is submitted to the laboratory . 

When collecting soi l sampl es , 
consider cropping his tory, so il 
type, manure applica tions, till age 
and drainage. If lime applications 
are being considered, sample areas 
along gravel roads separately. 
sample areas should not exceed I 0 
acres in size. Each sample shoul d 
consist ~f 15 to 20 cores taken six 
inches deep. Sample fie lds every 
three to five years. 

Producers with yield monitors 
and GPS should study ' yield maps 
and sample areas of fields that yield 

poorly. While you are pull ing soil 
samples for phosphoru s and 
potassium, save some of the soi l 
and test your fields for soybean cyst 
nematodes . Many soil-testing 
laboratories can now test for these. 

For more information on soi l 
testing and applying crop nutrients, 
contact your ISU Monroe County 
Extension Office at I 07 Benton 
Ave. East or call 932-5612. You 
may also find the foltowing 
publications on the internet at 
www.extension.iastate.edu: Pm-
131 0, "Interpretation of Soil Test 
Results ," and Pm-1688, "General 
Guide for Crop Nutrie n t 
Recommendations in Iowa." 
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One million tree and 
shrub seedlings available 

Landowners constdcnng the pur­
chase of nursery stock this spnng 
need to look no further than the 
State Forest Nursery m Ames ac­
cordmg to M1ke Brandrup state 
forester for the DNR's Forcsb and 
Prames DivtsiOn 

"The State Forest Nursery •n 
Ames has one mtlhon tree and 

~hrub seedlings avatlable th1s 
spnng for wtldlife shrub plantings, 
nparian buffers. shelterbelts and 
other conscrvauon planungs," satd 
Brandrup. 

The tnveotory mcludes large 
numbers of dogwood shrubs for 
ll.tldhfe areas: stlver maple, wtllow 
and poplar along streams, and 
spruces and scotch pme for shelter­
belts These spectes can be used for 
several Conservauon Reserve Pro­
gram pracuces mcludtng wildhfe 
shrubs (CP40) and ripanan buffers 

(CP22). Supphes ol some upland 
hardwood tree spcctcs hkc walnut 
and oak are hmttcd 

For landowners tnterestcd tn 
planung smaller areas, songbtrd 

packets of 20 plants and wlldhfe 
packets of 200 plants are available 

Landowners can eastly order by 
calhng the toll free number (800) 
865·2477. Stock pnces range from 
$20 to $40 per hundred seedlings 
depcndmg on species and stz.e 
There is a mtmmum order of 500 
plants except for songbird ($20) and 
wtldhfe packets ($65). 
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Study shows Iowa farmer saving more soil, development rate grows 
Iowa farmer~ have conunued to 

slow the flO\\ of topsOil from farm­
lands 1010 waterways across the 
state, accord10g to a recent study re­
leased by the U.S Department of 
Agnculturc's Natural Resources 
Conservation Semcc (NRCS). 

Estimated annual sod eros1on 
from wind and water on Iowa's 
cropland fell 21 percent, from 6.7 
tons an acre 10 1992 to 5.3 tons an 
acre 10 1997, accordmg to prelimi­
nary figures comp1lcd 10 the 1997 
National Resources Inventory 
(NRI). The 10vcntory shows ero­
SIOn by water was reduced from 5.4 
tons 10 1992 to 4 7 10 1997 ero­
sion by wind fell from I 3 tons to 
.6 tons an acre m the five-year pe­
nod The 1997 rate is nearly a 50 
percent cut 10 total cros1on from the 
I 0.4 tons per acre per year rate 10 
1982. 

"We're pleased to sec this steady 
progress 10 better so1l protecuon, 
sa1d Leroy Brown, NRCS State 
Conservallonast Keep10g topsoil 10 
place IS the l..ey to continued pro­
duction, cleaner water, and a better 
environment for all of Iowa's citi­
zens. Brown said" the latest study 
also shows farmlands arc be1ng 
converted to non-agricultural uses at 
an accelerated rate." NRI figures 
show that one out of every 14 de­
veloped acres 10 Iowa was developed 
s10ce 1987 

"In fact, the annual rate of land 
development increased by 400 per­
cent during the last I 0 years," saJd 
Cory Brocl..mann, NRI Spec1ahst 
for NRCS 10 Iowa. NRI figures 
show land Wa!. convened to urban 
and other uses at a rate of about 
5.000 acres a year between 1982 
and 1992, but that average acceler-

ated to more than 20.000 acres a 
year s10ce 1992 Now, about I 8 
million acres or about 5 percent ol 
the state 1s developed land. 

The NRI study completed every 
five year>, looks at land cover and 
use, soli eros10n, pnme farmland, 
wildlife d1vcrsny, selected conserva­
uon practices and other land condi­
tions on more than 800,000 random 
sample slle> on nonfedcral, rural 
land 111 the US fhe goal ol the 
survey, d1rccted by Congress and 
completed by NRCS, 1s to evaluate 
the cond1t1ons and trend' of the na· 
uon\ soli , water and related re­
sources. The latestmventory looked 
at land cond111ons 10 1997. 

Other prehmtnar) :-.1RI data 
shO\\ the followmg changes smce 
1992 Cropland mcreased I percent 
to 25.3 million acres. 

Pastureland dropped 6 percent to 

3 6 mtlhon acres. 
Forestland Increased 5.5 percent 

to 2 I mtlhon acres 
More NRI ftgurcs are available 

at the NRCS web~Jte 

-

www.nhq nrcs.usda.gov/CCS/NRirl 
se.html NRCS pro\tdes techmcal 
assistance to farmer' and other pn 
vate landowners to help them con 
serve and protect natural rcsuur~es 



Farm Business 
Deadline to obtain FSA 
loans or LOP's approaching 

The wmdow of opportunity for 
producers to obtam marketmg assis­
tance crop loans or loan defic1ency 
payments on 1999 com or soybeans 
will close Wednesday. May 31, ac­
cordmg to Bob Soukup, State Ex­
ecutive D1rector of USDA's Farm 
Semce Agency (FSA). 

"Producers may obtam a market­
ing assistance loan or receive a loan 
deficiency payment (LOP) on all or 
part of their ehg1ble corn or soy­
bean crops dunng the loan avall­
ab•liry penod whtch ends on May 
31, 2000," Soukup sa1d. "Producers 
wtth 1999 soybeans or com 10 stor­
age should cons1der taking out a 
nmt!-month marketing as~•stance 
loan or obtaining a loan defic1ency 
payment (LOP) before the deadline 

passes." 
Marketing ass1stance loans 

prov1de ellg1ble producers with low 
1nterest mtenm operaun~ capual 
and allow the producer to hold the 
commodity for future sale, he 
explaaned. The loans have a nine­
month term and variable interest 
rate wh1ch 1s currently 7.25 percent. 

"Producers who obtain a market­
mg assistance loan on their 1999 
corn or soybean crops can still take 
advantage of benefits available 1f 
pnces fall," Soukup emphas1zed. 
"This can be done through the re­
payment opuons avallable to them 
before thelf loan matures." 

The actual loan repayment rate 
would be the lesser of the county 
loan rate plus accrued interest, or 

the posted county pnce (PCP) for 
the day the rcp.lyment 1s made The 
difference between these two op­
uons IS the market gam that pro 
ducers earn when repay1ng the•r 

loan. 
"The market gam they earn wuh 

a PCP repayment opt1on 1s s1m1lar 
to the benelits earned from LOP's," 
Soukup sa1d "It •s Important to 
note these opllons arc only avail­
able to produ~:crs that have not al­
ready rece1ved LOP bene fib or have 
not repa1d a loan at a d1scount pre­
VIOUsly on the same bushels." 

More 1nformauon on FSA's 
commoduy loan and LOP programs 
can be obtamed tram local county 
USDA Serv1ce Center.. 

FSA committee requests emergency release of CAP 
The Monroe County FSA 

Commillee recently requested emer­
gency release of CRP acreage for 
baymg and grazmg due to contmu­
mg drought cond1110n~ m Southern 
Iowa. 

The Commlltee bel1eves releas­
ing CRP for emergency usc early m 
the growmg season wi II ass 1st area 
farmers by rnakmg ava1lable the 
needed forage to mamtam founda­
tion herds throughout the spring 
and summer and also replenish hay 
s tocks that will carry livestock the 
winter months. 

Forage producuon m the county 

has been severely reduced this 
spnng because of the lack of ade­
quate mOisture. Climatological data 
obtamed from the State Chmatolo­
g•st Office indicates Monroe 
County has recetved only 16.09 
1nches of prectpitation s1nce July 
1999 Th1s represents prectpllallon 
that is only 56 percent of normal or 
12.3 mches below normal during 
the last ten months. 

The Committee's recommenda­
tion has been forwarded with sup­
porting data to the Iowa FSA State 
Commlltee and will be considered 

................................ .................... ... ...... ....... 
• • .. • • t 

for approval by !"SA s Nauonal Of­
fice 10 Washmgton, D C 

Area farmer~ w11l be Immedi­
ately noufied upon rece1vmg a dect­
s•on If approved, CRP parttctpants 
would be requ1red to make written 
request to the Monroe County FSA 
office, located at 170 I South B 

• Streetm Alb1a 

r 
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State planting, calving seasons near perfect 
The last week of April and the 

first two weeks of May brought 
warmer weather to Iowa w1th con­
unued below normal precipuauon 
levels, leaving Iowa farmers 10 need 
of ram 

The combmauon of warm, dry 
weather, however, has created a near 
record pace in corn and soybean 
planung and one of the best calvmg 
and lambing seasons in h1story. 

Iowa Secretary of Agncullure 
Patty Judge stated, "Despite below 
normal precipitation levels Iowa 
farmers are still far ahead of the 
planung schedule 10 the fields " 

The outlook without a break 10 

the weather is not good, though 
The ag department reported the 
state's topso•l moisture was rated 
23 percent very short, 39 percent 
short and 38 percent adequate m the 
first week of May. Only spotty 
ramfall fell through May 8 placing 
even more stress on subsOil and 
tops01l mo1sture levels. Subso1l 
mo1sture was rated 35 percent very 
short, 47 percent short and 18 per­
cent adequate. 

As of May I, 93 percent of the 
fertilizer applicauon had been com­
pleted and by May 8 over 98 per­
cent had been applied This remams 
ahead of last years 84 percent fertil­
Izer application and the five-year 

avemgc of 75 percent. 
farmer' are far ahead m the field 

preparation w1th 95 percent com­
plete, compared to last year's 86 
percent and the 75 percent over the 
past five years. 

Iowa Farmer~ focused the1r allen­
lion on the planung of corn last 
week As of Sunday, April 30, 65 
percent of the •ntended corn acreage 
had been planted Th•s IS signifi­
cantly ahead of the prev10us year's 
II percent corn acreage planted and 
the five-year average of 19 percent. 

Soybean planung 1n Iowa IS 
close to 90 percent complete. In the 
period between Apnl 30 and May 8 
soybean planllng went from mne 

percent complete to over 80 pertent 
complete. 

Warm, dry weather conduaons 
have been beneficial lor hvesaod.: 
producers across the ~tate C:ah mg 
and lambing losses should show 
sagnaficant decreases compared to 
past years 

ANGUS REGISTRATION 
Charles Laughead of C&S An­

gus of Albia, has recently been en· 
rolled m the Angus Herd Improve­
ment Records program of the Amer­
tcan Angus Associauon AHIR as a 
comprehensive e\aluauon program 
used by registered Angus breeders to 
help them keep records of reproduc­
uon and groMh 11te on mdtv•duJI 
ammals. 



Soil fertility concerns experts 
As breakthrough technologic< 

conunue to ~weep agriculture and 
commodlly price~ rcma1n low, 
fcr11111er may not be the first thmg 
on growers' mmds 1h1s fall But 
proper soil ferllhly should be a top 
priority, no maller what the 
agronom1c or econom1c cond1110ns, 
e)(perts cauuon 

"ApprO)(Imately one 1h1rd of 
h1s1oncal crop y1eld m the U.S 1s 
auributed 10 ferllh7er," says Dr 
Scou Murrell, Northcentral d1rec1or 
for the Potash & Phosphate 
lnSIIIUtc (PPI) "Farmers 
cons1denng cutung th1s critical 
mput may 1mpmr the potenual for 

h1gher yields and profits." 
He adds that maintaining proper 

so1l fert1hty IS essential for long­
term profitability, a goal npt 
ach1eved by cuuing comers. 

A four-year Iowa Soybean 
Association survey e)(am1n1 ng 
returns 10 d1rect costs revealed that 
nearly 70 percent of mcreased 
mcome from top growers was 
attributable to higher y1elds, wh1le 
only one fifth of increased 1ncomc 
came from cost reduction Murrell 
says. 

Murrell explains that today's 
croppmg practices remove large 
amounts of phosphorus (P), 

potass1um (K) and other nutnents 
every season <llld th1s year 1s no 
e)(CCptlon 

"S01l testmg 1s the smgle most 
Important tool for long-term. 
strategic P and K planmng,'" says 
Dr Ray Hoyum v1ce pre.,ldcnt of 
market development and 
commun1cauon.,, I MC Global 
''Fall is an 1dcal umc for soil 
testing because .. ample., collected 
1mmed1atcly followmg harvest 
pro~ 1de the best as.,c»ment of the 
mm1mum P and K Jeveh ava1lable 
for next year's crop " 

Monroe 
County News 8 

Tuesday, October 10, 2000 

FSA seeks candidates 
The Farm Scntce Agency I> 

lookmg for candidates for the 
farmer-elected County Committee 
election thts fall, and IS espeCHllly 
mterestcd m 1dent1fymg people who 
have not been acuve partiCipants 
with the FSA m the past. 

The County Committee IS an 
1mportant part of the delivery of 
USDA serv1ces to farmers, and 
FSA wants to include farmers m 
non-traditional operations and 
people whose hvehhoods arc made 
on farmmg. These people could 
mclude begmnmg farmers. spec1ahy 
crop farmers. truck farmers, spouses 
or bus mess partners, or anyone who 
would be able to add some new or 
d1ffercnt e)(penenccs to the local 
County Committee. 

:\ccording to the FSA the 
County Committee system needs 
everybody, from voters to actl\·e 
participants as candtdates for 
commmee membership. Wuh one­
third of the nationw1de member~h1p 
of county commmee members up 
for election thJs fall, 11 IS lime 10 
begm plannmg on gemng mvolved 

"We're looking for the broadest 
poss1ble panic1pauon from anyone 
w11h1n the farmmg commumty," 
satd David Wynn, CEO "There's a 
lot of skill and cxpenence that we 
haven't tapped mto m the past and 
that we could really use." 

The FSA County Office 
Committee JS the most d1rect hnk 
between USDA farm programs and 
local producers The County 
Committee system helps shape 
nationwide programs mto program> 
that work at the local level by 
makmg dec1s1ons on thwgs hkc 
commodity price support loans and 
payments, and estabhsh1 ng 
allotments, y1elds, and markeung 
quotas for some crops. 

.... 

·· ro make the ~}'tern work 11 
mu~t represent all of the different 
parts of local agncuhure," sau.l 
Wynn "Th1s means the busmcss 
s1de of the operation, the small 
farmer, people m spcc1alt) crops, 
ruck farmers, new !armers, 
women all people wuh umquc and 
valuable 1ns1gh1s and pcrspecuvcs 
to the bus mess We need thw help 
and e)(pcricnce." 

For turthcr 1nforma11on, contact 
the Monroe County FSA olhce 

Fo1· aU you1• 
p1•intin#· needs 
The Albia Newspapers offers 

the finest in offset printmg 
from the smallest JOb on one of 
our offset presses to the largest 
JOb on our b1g web press. 

Our fully computenzed com­
position room will help you 
create the exact pnnting you're 
look1ng for and our skilled 
press operators will make sure 
you rece1ve only the best quah-



Local conservation commissioner 
attends national conference 
Officials from the Monroe 

County Soil and Water 
Conservation District, joined over 
I, 700 leaders from across the nation 
to discuss natural resource conserva­
tion issues on private land in 
America. Findley, commissioner of 
the Monroe County distri c t, at­
tended the 55th annual meeting of 
the National Association of conser­
vati on districts in Fort Worth , 
Texas, in early February . 

The meeting, held Feb. 4-7, was 
organized to set policy , discuss 
conservation issues , elect officers 
and recognize national award win­
ners . The theme of the meeting was 
"Bullish on Conservation." 

"While our local conservation 
work will help ensure continued 
quality of life for our children and 
future generations, we have a re­
sponsibility to make sure our con­
servation programs help our pro­
ducers on the land remain economi­
cally viable today," she said. 

Findley said they are working 
with local farmers, rancher~ and 
other landowners to improve con­
servation practices on the land that 
will benefit water quality , clean air, 
and wildlife habitat. 

One practice is creating conserva­
tion buffers to help the farmer or 
rancher stay profitable and protect 
their most valuable asset, the land. 

Keynote speaker Bruce Vincent 
challenged conservation offices to 
lead local discussions on issues so 

that economic and ecological 
choices can be in harmony . He re­
minded them that 50 mi ll ion rural 
citizens in America can have a 
strong voice and should be offering 
policy makers a reasonable, practi­
cal approach to land management 
decisions. 

Association president Rudy Rice 
challenged the group to reach out, 
listen , learn and lead, and "never 
give up on taking steps necessary 
to improve the quality of life for all 
Americans." 

Since the conference was held in 
Fort Worth, known as "America's 
cow town," much of the focus of 
the annual meeting was on eco­
nomic and environmental challeges 
of livestock grazing. Conservation 
districts believe that sustained 

yields and multiple use of renew­
able natural resources should be ba­
sic principles of public and private 
grazing land management. 

A special forum on carbon se­
questration and bioenergy addressed 
what is to become a major emerg­
ing conservation issue. Using 
plants to trap carbon from the air 
may be a way to help the environ­
ment and financially reward 
America's farmers and ranchers . 
Plants have the ability to trap car­
bon both above and below the 
ground , thus creat ing a win-win 
situation in terms of economics and 
conservation for the farmer. 

For more information contact the 
district at 170 I South B St. , Suite 
I 00, Albia, or telephone 641-932-
5144. 

READ THE WANT ADS 

READ THE ALBIA 
NEWSPAPERS ON-LINEI 

wwW.albianews.com 
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AGRICULTURE EQIP funding approved for soil district 

II. T THE LAKE MltMI wetland site, Mr. Preston 's and Mrs. 
Wright 's classes met with District Conservationist John 
Frieden, Soil Technicians Mike Gibbs and Ronald Peterson, 
Conservation Aide Gail Wirtjes and State Secretary Diana 

The Monroe .md Appanoo-.~: 
Count) Sntl and Water 
Con-.enauon 1>1-.tnch ha\e been 
mformed b) the Natural Re,ource 
Consen au on Sen 1ce that the1r .1p 
pltcatwn tor an Fn' 1ronmental 
Quality Incenii\Cs Program prioruy 
area for the R.1thbun watershed has 
been appro' ec.l 

W1th thl\ .1pprmal comes federal 
cost--.harc doll.tr-. tor lando\\ ners 
\\ 1thm the Rathbun \\ atershed 

The prtortt) area mdude~ pn­
vately owned l:!nd mer a total ot 
J 1.360 acre~ loc.ucd 10 the Rathbun 

I ake watershed 1n Monroe and 
\ppanoo'e counue-. 

A <.teenng committee compnsed 
ot lando'' ners SWC D commls­
\IOner<. and representall\ c.s from the 
Rathbun Land and W.uer Alliance 
worked together to detcrmme the 
pnority area boundane-. and resource 
concerns to be addn:ssed 

The re~ource concern' to be ad­
dre-.-.cd 1nclude gra11ng land man­
agement. soil ero-.tOn. ''ater quality 
and npanan area enhancement and 
protection. Requucments of the 
program mclude development of 

Williams. Fish were provided for tire children to stock the 
wetland and trees were distributed after the event. All third 
graders of tire Albia Community School District received 
young trees for planting. 

A few precautions can keep Iowa safe 
B) P \11\ Jt IX. I:. 

to"a Seueta<> or \~tncullure 
Recent outbrcab of foot and 

mouth d1sease 1n Europe and South 
Amenca ha'Oe caused all of us to 
become much more concerned about 
the possib1ht) ot lore1gn ammal 
d1~ease bemg found m lm\a. 

Here m the Department of 
i\gn~ulturc \\C .~re 1.1\..mg ~teps to 
make certam lO\\,ms '''" 1denllf} 
contam and ehmmate the d1seasc 
from our livestock herds 1f that 
should be necessary. 

We are recei'Otng dally calls ask­
mg about the d1seasc. so I want to 
t<!ke this opponumt} to share a fe" 
facts "1th ) ou Foot and mouth 
d1sease (or as I thought until re­
cently -- hoof and mouth d1sease). 
1s caused by a fast spread1ng virus. 
All cloven-hoofed ammals are sus­
ceptible and nearly I 00 percent of 
ammals tn an exposed herd w11l be­
come Ill 

In Iowa these ammal~ '~ould 10-
clude S\\ me, cattle, -.heep, elf. cap­

' 11 ve and w1ld deer. biSon and lla­
mas. 

, Accord1ng to the State 
: Veterinarian. the disease is Identi­

fied by blt~ters that lorm 1n the an­
Imal's mouth or muzzle causmg 

: slobbering or drooling. The-.e blis-
. tcrs e\entually brealo;, lca\lng ra\\ 

patches on the am mal\ mouth. 
Bltsters can also develop on the 

ammal's teats and feet. AI fected an­
Imals w11l be rclu,tant or unable to 
dnnk. eat or walt.. Any spht-footed 
am mal that sho\\ s these symptoms 
-.hould be reported to the state '-'et­
ennanan here at the department 
1mmcd1atel) We \\Ould much 
rather tn\eM1gate a ca\e that pro,.es 
to be uninfected than to m1ss one 
ca-.e of th1s v1rus 

The good news is that foot and 
mouth disease doc~ not a f­
fec t human h ealt h The bad 
ne\\ s 1s that 1 stn!! le c.1se of FMD 
found m the United States \\OUid 
1mpact e\er) segment of our mult•­
bllllon dollar amrnal and ammal 
product market 

Here tn Iowa the ltvestoc:.k mdus 
try accounts for over 5.5 btlhon 
doll:m per year FMD could cost us 
6 8 b1lhon dollars The It vestock 
tndu\lry would have a '-'Cry d1ff1cult 
ttmc rccovenng 

Foot and mouth d1sea<.c can be 
transmttted tn a variet) of WJ) s. the 
mo~l common bemg d1rcct contact 
'"lh an rnfcucd amm:~l Once tn· 
te<.ted. ammals become "v1rus facto­
nes" capable of spreadtng particles 
to other ammals and 111to the envi­
ronment 

The v1rus can become a1rborne 
and can be breathed-m b) nearby an. 
1mals Persons who have been 
arour.d mfected ammals are also ca­
pable of carrymg the virus in their 
nasal passages for several days It 
can also be spread when an1mals 
come 1n contact with feed, feedtng 
utens1ls. veh1cles, shoes and cloth­
mg. The v1rus is also carried 10 the 
raw meat. or m m1lk from FMD 
exposed or tnfected ammals. 

If you are planning on travehng 
abroad th1s summer. please take the 
followmg precautions and help us 
keep Iowa free from FMD: I 
Avo1d farms. zoos, fairs, sale barns, 
stockyardJ., ammal labs and pack10g 
house~. 2 Before returmng to the 
U S launder all clothing and out­
en~ear Clean shoes and luggage 
and personal ttems wtth a damp 
·doth dampened by a bleach solu­
tton of five tablespoons ol house­
hold bleach to one gallon water 3 
Avo1d contact with ltvestock and 
wlldhfe for five days after arrival 
back to the U S 

If we work together I belte"e we 
can keep FMD out of our state and 
all enJOY a great Iowa summer 

If you ha"e questions or concern' 
you'd like to share with Secretary 
Judge to address, e-mail her ~t 

www state. Ia u~/agnculture or wnte 

her at . ASK PAr I 't Iowa 
Department of Agnculture. Henry 
A Wallace Bu1ld1ng. Des Momes, 
Iowa, 50319 

r1,c to ten year contracts to trc.ll re 
sour,e concern<.. 

co-.t -.hare rates of 75 per~ent arc 
a\JIIable lor consen atiun pr.1ctu:e 
10.,tallatlon as well as mcentl\ e 
pa) mcnts for grazmg land man.•ge· 
ment and nutnent and pest man 
auement on cropland. 
t: . 
Loc.ll NRCS offices Will bt: ac-

cepting applications through June 8 
for this }ear\ fund10g Each appli­
cation "ill go through a ranking 
process -.m1lar to prev.ously held 
EQIP s1gn-ups lor statewide con­
cerns Approvt:d contracts will be­
giO Oct. I ror more mformauon, 
contact the NRC'S office tn Albia at 
64 1-932-5144 
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USDA to re-locate · new 
office building in Albia 
Oskaloosa, Centerville rural development offices to be consolidated 

The United States Department of 
Agriculture announced plans Friday 
to re-locate two offices to Albia 
later this summer. 

Existing offices in Centerville 
and Oskaloosa will be combined 
into one larger office which will be 
housed in a new building in the 
Albia industrial park adjacent to the 
existing USDA building. The exist­
ing USDA building, built in 1999, is 
located near A.Y.M. manufacturing 
in southern Albia. 

John Pyle, Rural Development 
Manager for · this area of the state, 
announced the consolidation and 
relocation of the two effected 
offices last week. 

According to Dan Tometich, 
Community Development Special­
ist with Albia Industrial Develop­
ment Corp. , the group has been 
working with USDA for the last 
year to make land available for the 
project. "AIDC has worked closely 
for many years with USDA Rural 
Development and we are pleased 
they chose Albia as the site for this 
consolidated facility. 

AIDC president Dave Johnson 
noted the importance of having 
USDA located in the community. 
He said that the existing Farm Ser­
vice Agency and Soil Conservation 
Service provide valuable services to 
our agricultural community and, 

.J - I~-

with this announcement that Rural 
Development will also locate here, 
"We believe Monroe County stands 
an even better chance that we will 
be able to retain these offices as 
future consolidations of government 
facilities are considered." 

USDA Rural Development pro­
vides a wide array of low interest 
loans and grants to rural areas for 
housing, community facilities , 
water and wastewater disposal , 
health care, fire and rescue equip­
ment, and for other rural develop­
ment projects. 

According to Pyle, the new facil­
ity should be built and ready for 
occupancy by August 1. 
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Crop outlook brightens ... but thousands of acres unplanted 
As mcre<hble a..' 11 rna) ~eem. the 

southern tiers of Iowa counties 
enJoyed a seventh stratght day of 
dr) weather through Wednesday 
mtssmg several predtcted thunder­
stonns along the way, includmg a 
devastating hail storm that pounded 
the Des Momes area 

Farmers m Monroe and other 
South Central Iowa counties finaJiy 
got back mto the fields late Saturday 
and mto Sunday, working non-stop 
to prepare fields for last-minute soy­
bean planung For the firM ume this 
spnng farmers were also able to 
cut, rake and bale hay. 

June 15 is a cri•ical deadhne for 
farmers who want to stgn up for pre­
vented planung through their crop 
insurance agent Most farmers m 
South Central Iowa have already 
signed up for prevented planung on 
parts of thetr com acreage. That 
deadline was June I 

Howevever, tf the hghts shmmg 
m the fields deep into the night are 
any mdication. Monroe County 
farmers are attempting to plant as 
many acres as posstble. If st'ybeans 
are planted by June 15. yteld 
prospects are still excellent. 

Iowa Ag Secretary Patt) Judge 
reported Tuesday that crop condt 
Lions tmproved thanks to the warm 
sunny weather expenenced much of 
the week 

"Com •s greener and actively 
growang under the warmth of the 
sun. We sui! need addtuonal dry. 
warm weather to make steady 

THE HIGJJ SCHOOL FFA chapter waited out the miserable 
weather to finally get its test plot planted Wednesday. joe Hoo11er, 
Tyler Shelquist, Luke Ammons, Roger Stewart, Dan Baker and 
Jeremy Peterson were joined by FFA Ad11isor Daryl Schofield and 
Bob and Martha Hoo11er, planting 18 11arieties of soybeans. Curl 

progre~s ' Secretar) Judge com 
men ted 

Acro>s the state, com acreage 
planted by Iowa hrmers was 97 per­
cent complete for all acres as of 

June 10 I he south central and 
southeast d1stncts have the most 
acreage lelt to be planted Reports 
Sunday had over a nulhon acres of 
com unplanted, most of 11 10 South 

Peterson donated the planter and tractor and Joe Hoo11er did the 
tillage work. Soybeans were donated by Quality Ag, John Crall, 
Steve Crall, Bob Scott, Larry Clark, Richard Davis, Roemermans, 
Mahaska County Farm Service and Bob Beary. The plot should be 
ready for harvest around Oct. 1. 

entral and South('ast Iowa Clarke 
County was mentioned as the coun 
ty wtth the most acres unplanted 

Corn had emerged on 92 percent 
(f the total acres as of Sunday, com 

pared to the average of 97 percent 
emerged by the same date. Corn 
condition ratings mcreased slight!} 
With the sunshmc and warm temps 
to rate three percent very poor, I 0 

percent poor, 36 1 ercent It r 46 
good. ami hve pert·ent excellent 

Soybe.1ns planted re (;hed l! I pe• 
cent of lul\a 's 1 ended e 
approximately 12 c.l.1ys belun•1 lht• 

ftve-year a\erage of 91 rcrcent 
planted by the same date I • th1n 
half of the soybean acre.tge ha br n 
planted m the South C'el'tr I and 
Southe 't d1~trtt:IS 

State\\ 1de, soybeans had em cd 
on 58 percent of the tot.tl aLr a of 
Sunday behmd holh the pre 1ou 
year of 9!! percent, and the .t\ r 
of 82 percent emert•ed by the s 1me 
date. Soybean nop cond1110ns 
mcreased hghtly to rote mo per 
cent very poor. 13 percent ('IIOr \9 
percem fair, 42 pc1ccnt good, .md 
tour percent excelle'1t 

Iowa "0.1t aop \\aS he.tded on 13 
percent ot the total acre' as of June 
I 0, compared to the prt\ 1ous year 
of 54 percent and the hve-year o~ver· 
age of 19 percent headed by the 
same date Iowa's o.ll crop condi­
tiOn inrreased to lour percent poor. 
28 percent fau, SS percent good, 
and 10 percent excellent. 

Iowa's livestock rematned in 
mostly good cond1t10n,though there 
have been reports of ptnke) e m 
cows and calves, anc.l tlu in hogs 

Pasture conditions remmr:ed 'u­
tuall:y the ,arne as the prt:\ tou~ week 
at 3 percent poor, 22 percenttaor S7 
percent good. and IS perccnl excel· 

len I. 



USDA Rural '1'3/or 

Development 
office complete 
Open house planned for Monday, Nov. 19 

Construction 1s complete on the 
new Umted States Department of 
Agriculture Rural Development 
area office 10 Alb1a An open house 
has been scheduled for Monday, 
Nov 19 from 2-4 p.m., to allow the 
pubhc and community leader:. an 
opporturuty to v1ew the new fac1hty 
and meet employees. 

The location will serve as USDA 
Rural Development's main area 
office for a 13-county reg1on cover­
ing southeast Iowa The new office 
IS a consohdauon of two offices for 
merly located 10 Centerville and 
Oskaloosa, accord10g to USDA 
Rural Development Manager John 
Pyle. 

The new bU1ld10g IS located next 
to another ne'"' office. the USDA 
Farm Serv1ce Agency built 10 1999 
at the Alb1a lndustnal Park near 
A Y M manufactunng 10 south 
Albia 

USDA Rural Development oper­
ates federal loan programs des1gned 
to strengthen rural bus10ess, finance 

new and 1mproved rural housmg, 
develop community facilities, and 
ma10tain and create rural employ­
ment D1rect or guaranteed loans are 
made ava1lable for hous10g. rural 
businesses, community facihues 
and telecommunications. 

Pyle srud that the Rural Develop­
ment office does not compete w1th 
local lenders, but "helps people and 
groups that can't meet requirements 
of lenders, but are still worthy of 
credit" 

Accord10g to Pyle, Rural Devel­
opment also works to provide more 
than JUSt financ1al assistance. The 
service works with many agenc1es 
and groups to help provide a starting 
po10t to address busmcss. commum­
ty or housmg needs. 

The office has helped to finance 
construcuon of many proJects, such 
as a number of hosp1tals 10 the area 
(10clud10g the Monroe County Hos­
pital) Rathbun Rural Water pro­
JCClS, as well as the construction of 

CONSTRUCTION HAS BEEN completed on the new United 
States Department of Agriculture Rural Development office in the 
Albia industrial park. The new building, pictured in the back­
ground, is adjacent to another USDA office constructed in 1999 

over 90 rental hons10g prOJects cre­
aung over 1700 apartments m 
southeast Iowa. 

Fundmg for a new se'"'er system 
10 Avery carne from the office as 
well 

Rural Development has also 
helped to provide some of the fund­
lOg for the study of swltchgrass as 
an altemauve energy source. 

The two USDA offices now 
located m the south Alb1a 10dustnal 

that houses the local Farm Service Agency. An op~n lw/1'>4.' tn 
allow the public to see the new Rural Development offia har been 
scheduled for Monday, Nov. 19 from 2-4 p.m. The ne~ Albia office 
replaces two offices formerly located in Oskaloosa and Centerville. 

park arc part of what was once the 
Farmer ·~ Home \dm101Strat1on, 
w1th olhces located on South Clin­
ton Street 10 Alb1a 

That bu1ld10g was donated to the 
Cameg1e-Evan' Pubhc L1brary by 

O'"-ners Loren and Rm .. cna 
Hard10ger. 

The hbrat) board ' old the bUild 
mg and it tS nov\ bemg com erted 10 
a mulu-unu apartment bu1ldmg 



Local meeting 
set to discuss r%:' 
farm programsdl-

A locally led work group meeting 
has been set for those interested in 
providing input and guidance for 
new farm programs. 

The meeting, conducted by the 
Monroe County Soil and Water 
Conservation District Commis­
sioners, will be held 0n Tuesday, 
Sept. 17 at 7 p.m . in the Albia 
Community High School library. 

Included in the di scussion wi ll be 
the Environmental Quality Incen­
tive Program (EQIP) and the Con­
servation Security Program (CSP). 

The public is encouraged to at­
tend. 



REAP funds 
avai I able IO/sfo~ 

The Iowa Department of Agricul­
ture and Land Stewardship has an­
nounced funds available for the Re­
source Enhancement Protection 
Program (REAP) . . 

This program covers 75 percent 
cost share funding for timber stand 
improvement, tree planting, field 
windbreak, native grass planti'ng 
and planned grazing systems. 

Application for interested parties 
must be filed by Nov. 10 with the 
Monroe County Soil and Water 
Conservation District at the USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service office, 1701 South 'B 
Street, Albia. Call 932-5144 with 
any questions. 



October 17, 2002 - It's Soil and Water 
Conservation Week 

Iowa Secretary of Agriculture 
Patty Judge announced last week 
that Gov. Vilsack has signed a 
proclamation proclaiming the week 
of October 14-20, 2002 a Soil and 
Water Conservation Week. 

Judge commented, "It is fitting, 
at harve t time, to re-affirm our 
commitment to improving and 
protecting our water and soil for 
future generations," Secretary Judge 
continued , "We are all aware of the 
need to improve water and soil 
quality. Iowa producers have always 
been good stewards of the land and 
work diligently to improve soil and 
water condition , and to reduce soil 
erosion and ag chemical run-off in 
our lakes and streams. They should 
be encouraged and applauded for 
their continuing efforts." 

The Soil Conservation Division, 
partnering with the Soil and 

TT 

Conservation Districts across Iowa, 
are working together to implement 
clean water measures and protect 
Iowa's resources while at the same 
time maintaining the best food 
production system in the world. 

There are several conservation 
initiatives that the Iowa Department 
of Agriculture admini ters to 
protect and improve our water and 
soil. One of these important 
initiatives is the Con ervation 
Re erve Enhancement Program 
(CREP.) This water quality 
partnership of the Iowa Department 
of Agriculture, Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts, and the 
USDA is a huge step in protecting 
and improving water quality in 
Iowa. 

Iowa CREP provides incentives 
to landowners to voluntarily 
establish wetlands for water quality 

"W 

improvement. The program is 
designed to reduce the movement of 
nitrate and other agricultural 
chemicals from croplands to 
streams and rivers. 

In addition to CREP, the Iowa 
Department of Agriculture is 
administering a Buffer Strip 
Initiative Program to protect soil 
against erosion. Grass buffer strips 
can reduce soil erosion by more 
than 50%. Buffer strips can also 
remove nitrates and some 
agricultural chemicals before they 
enter our waters. 

To find out more about these, and 
other conservation programs, 
contact the Iowa Department of 
Agriculture and Land Stewardship's 
Soil and Water Conservation 
Division at 515/281-5851 , or log 
on to: www.agriculture.state.ia.us. 

~ 

J 

h 
a 
tl 
a 
c 
v 
tl 

0 

s 



Jennifer Tometich 
Open house set 
to honor Tometich 

There will be an open house to 
say farewell to Jennifer Tometich 
on Thursday, Oct. 12 from 2 to 
4:30 p.m. at the USDA Service 
Center located at 1701 South B St. 
in Albia. 

Tometich has served as the State 
and District Secretary for the 
Monroe County Soil and Water 
Conservation District and the 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service for the past three years. 

She and her daughter, Jessica, re­
located to Central Iowa and she will 
begin her new job in downtown 
Des Moines in the Grimes Building 
working for the Department of 
General Services in the printing and 
imaging division on Oct. 13. 

1 
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Water quality meetings set 
for Miami, other lakes 

The public will have an 
opportunity to comment on plans 
to improve water quality at six 
Iowa lakes at a series of meetings 
Oct. 29-31. The six lakes are 
Silver Lake in Delaware County, 
Rock Creek Lake in Jasper County, 
Arrowhead Pond in Pottawattamie 
County, Yell ow Smoke Lake in 
Crawford County, Bobwhite Lake 
in Wayne County and Lake Miami 
in Monroe County. 

All six lakes are on Iowa's 
"impaired waters list" and are 
primarily impacted by siltation and 
excess nutrients. The biggest 
benefit to improving water quality 
at all six lakes would be 
improvement of recreational 
opportunities. 

The plans to be discussed at the 
public meetings are part of the 
TMDL, or Total Maximum Daily 
Load, program mandated by the 
federal Clean Water Act that 

addresses waters considered to be 
"impaired" by pollution to the 
point that water quality standards 
are not being met. The TMDLs to 
be discussed at the upcoming 
meetings determine the maximum 
amount of a pollutant the water 
body can receive and still meet 
water quality standards for specific 
uses such as swimming or fishing. 

"Water quality and the recreation 
opportunities provided at lakes in 
the state are very important 
components to our overall quality 
of life here in Iowa," said Bill Ehm, 
coordinator of the DNR's TMDL 
program. 

"All ·of these lakes offer the 
potential to provide significant 
recreational benefits in their 
respective areas. In the case of Rock 
Creek Lake in Jasper County, we 
have a major recreational resource 
for the entire state. It is second only 
to campgrounds in the Iowa Great 

Lakes region for the number of 
campers each year," Ehm said. 

Ehm said the TMDL meetings 
should be of interest to people 
using the water bodies, local 
business ·and tourism officials and 
residents within the watershed. 

The meeting schedule for the 
TMDL meetings is as follows: 

Lake Miami in Monroe County, 
1:30 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 31 at 
the Knights of Columbus Hall. 



Tour of Lake Miami wetlands shows flora and fauna 
A number of people mvolved m conservation 

effort' in Monroe Count), along \\ uh p.:ople Interest­
ed in sccmg the development of a wetland. gathered at 
Lake 1\ll.mu·~ \H~tland for a walk through. 

The group 1denuhed several natl\e prame spec1es 
includmg B1g Blue Stem, lnd1an Gra''· Rattle Snake 
Ma.,ter. Purple Cone Flower, Fahe lnd1go. Swltch­
gra~' and Yellow Cone Rower. 

Kenn Anderson, Iowa DNR Private Lands Biolo­
gist de,cnbcd the Lake 1\hanu Wetland and other wet­
land' as pant sponge,, soaking up pollutants deliv­
ered to \\Ctlan<h I rom wutcr,hcd runoff, having a g.-eat 
influence on unprovmg \\ ater quality. 

The walk·through wa' part of a 21-county tour m 
recognitmn of July as Wetlands Month Ill Iowa 

As a dragon fly hovered near the group. Anderson 
srud. "Ra1se your hand 1f anyone here tomght has been 
bitten by a mo.,quito or ha., seen a mosqUito." He went 
on to explain that many people bcheve a wetland IS a 
"polluted swamp' but m reahty. the dragon fly and 
other spec1es prey upon mosqUitO larve, wh1ch con­
trols the population 

He also d1scusscd mammal population m a wet­
lands mcludmg the L.1ke Miam1 R1ver Otters. For 
more mformatlon contact the Monroe County Natural 
Resources Consenation Service, 932-5144. 

VISITORS AT THE lAke Miami Wetland look over 
some of the beautiful Yellow Cone Flower growing there. THE LAKE MIAMI WETLA NDS tour group is enter/Qined by Ke~·m Anderson, Iowa 

DNR Private lAnds Biologist as lte talks about w~tlands and its wildlife. 
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Wetlands appreciation month observed 
Editor-~ note Tlri.~ rt tire frnt of 

four artrcle.\ on wetlands apprecw­
tion bv tlu• Monroe County NCRS 
field office. 

l\venty·one countieS across 
southeast Iowa are JOintng together 
to promote awareness and apprec1a 
non of the hard worlung. high qual­
It)' purifiers of our local groundwa­
ter resource\ - wetlands The lowa 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS). an agency of the 
United States Department of Agn­
culture. mvlles southea\t Iowans 
who enJOY clean water to JOlD •n eel 
ebratmg "Wetlands Appreciation 
Month" throughout all of July. 

In observance of Wetlands 
Apprecrauon Month", the Albra 
NRCS Freid Office w11l be holdmg a 
wetland tour at the Lake M1ami 
Wetland on Tuesday, July 31 Those 
anendmg 'hould gather at the park 
mg lot west of the Lake Miam1 Dam 
by 6 p.m. Representatives from 
NRCS will tour and talk about wet 
land re,torauon and other wetland 
issues Refreshments Will be provid 
ed by the Monroe County Soil & 
Water Conservation Drstnct Please 
call the Albia NRCS Field Office 
w1th any questions. 641 -932-5144 

The Lake Miami Conservauon 
Area in Monroe County prov1des 
many opp<'rturnues for all types of 
recreation and educauon for all peo­
ple. The wetland restoration north of 
the Lake M1arru Dam was onginally 
completed m 1995 w1th an expan 

ALBIA THIRD GRADERS visll tlle lAke ,Uwmi Westland earlier this spring. 

sion to the restoruuon m 2002. The 
wetland restorauon mcluded a dike 
on the north and west s1des of the 
wetland. a water control \tructure, 
nat1ve prame plantmg and tree 
planllng 

Wetlands prov1de much more 
than recreauon. wetlands prov1de 
habitat for marnrnals, birds, reptiles 
and amphibians. Wetlands have also 
proved to enhance water quaJHy by 

mtercepung surface runotf and fil 
tering out excess nutnent· before 
reentenng the \\.alershed A '~cond 
wetland res1orauon wa' completed 
south of Lake M1ami in 2005. 

THE LAKE MIAMI wet­
land /ocated;ust to the north of 
lAke Mwmi. The wetland is 
home to dozens of wildlife 
species. 

A SHOOTI.VG STAR isjuu 
one of dozens of natire jlu'M'ers 
growing at the l..n/..e Miami 
Wetland 



Ill 
Local work group '11'£-z, 
to meet to discuss ~ 
EQIP progra~ funds 

The Monroe County Locally 
Led Work Group will meet Thurs­
day, Nov. 14 at the USDA Service 
Center in Albia at 7: 30p.m. 

Items to be discussed are the 
Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP) f.unds to be allo­
cated to the Monroe County Soil 
and Water Conservation District for 
obligation to Monroe County EQIP 
applicants. 

Those who attended the Sept. 17 
meeting at the ACHS library are 
encouraged to attend, however all 
public attendance is welcome. Call 
the NRCS at 932-5144 for more 
information. 



ALBIA'S GIFT of Green steering committee members are, 
from left, Dave Crall, Joe Crall, Dan Tometich, Lois Mick, 
Dave Mick, Bret Tratchel, Dave Peterson and Dave Johnson. 

Vermeer's Gift of Green 
benefits Albia project 

In honor of Vermeer 
Manufactunng Company's 50th 
Anmversary, employees of Vermeer 
in Albia will be volunteering to 
roll up thetr sleeves wuh members 
of the community to participate tn 

the Gift of Green project. Vermeer 
IS kicking off the Gift of Green 
project to comctde with National 
Arbor Day, April 24, and Nauonal 
Volunteer Week, April 19-25. 

Vermeer's Gtft of Green has 
taken root tn the form of a 
stgmficant donauon of trees to be 
planted m conjunction with the 
Albia Recreauonal Trail Project. A 
total of 5,011 trees are scheduled to 
be planted m the former rrul yards 
between Benton A venue East and 
Third Avenue East. Tree species 
will mclude chanuclear pear, shade 
master honey locust, regent serv1cc 
berry, Armstrong maple, purple 
sandcherry, mentor barberry and 
variegated redwwg dogwood 
Vermeer's Gtft of Green will 
beautify tlus community beHermcnt 
project coming to frultton this 
summer. 

Albia's Gift of Green stcenng 
committee members arc heading up 
the volunteer planting efforts. 
Committee members include 
Vermeer employees Dave Peterson, 
Merrill Peterson, Dave Crall, Brct 
Trachcl and Jim Henderson, along 
with seven representatives from the 
commumty. Joe Crall, Don Crall, 
Dave and Lots Mtck and Ray 
Vitko, as well as Dave Johnson and 
Dan Tomeuch of Albia Industnal 
Development Corporation. 

Vermeer's Gtft of Green is being 
planned and executed under the 
leadershtp of a special 50th 
Anniversary commiHcc headed by 
Vermeer Charuablc Foundation 
execuuvc secretary Lo1s Vermeer 
and Vermeer Charitable Foundation 
trustee and medtcal dtrcctor Dale 

Andnnga. Thts $100,000 program 
is destgned to ass1st the tree needs 
of seven key communities where a 

majority of Vermeer employees 
reside. 

Other commumties mcluded tn 

the employee volunteer program are 
Pella, Oskaloosa, Knoxville, New 
Sharon, Sully and Monroe. 

"We realize there are a number of 
tree proJects that smaller 
communities could make happen 
with financial aSSIStance," Lois 
Vermeer said. "And with the tree 
damage some towns expenenced 
last year, and the avatlabiltty of our 
brush chtppers and tree spades, we 
felt like a tree plantmg prOJect was 
a natural conlribution 

"The project also was selected 
because of the posHtve impact trees 
have on our earth," satd Angringa. 
"I read recently that tn one year the 
average adult urban tree mhales 26 
points of carbon dioxtde, the 
amount put out by one automobile 
dunng an 11,300 mile trip. That 
same tree exhales enough oxygen to 
keep a famtly of four breathing for 
a year. 



DIANA WILLIAMS HAS 
been named the new District 
Secretary for the Monroe 
County Soil and Water 
Conservation District and the 
USDA Natural Resource 
Conservation Service. Williams 
will begin duties on Friday, 
Feb. 16. Williams replaces 
Jennifer Tometich, who is now 
working with the Iowa 
Department of General 
Services printing and imaging 
division in Des Moines. 
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Farm Business 
USDA Accepts 81 o/o of Iowa CRP Acres 

USDA has accepted 178,997 
acre~ of Iowa land 10 the 20th Con­
servation Reserve Program (CRP} 
general stgn-up. Th1s 1s approx1 
mately 81 percent of the total 
221,835 acres offered during th1s 
s1gn-up in Iowa Secretary of Agn­
culture, Dan Glickman announced 
that 2,460.238 acres, of the 
3,490,323 acres offered, were ac 
cepted 1010 the CRP nationally. 

"A review of the offer s1gn-up 
data truly shows the h1gh quality of 
the offers made by Iowa producers 
when they ofrcred land for the 20th 
CRP sign-up Th1s demonstrates 
conclusively that Iowa farmers be 
heve 10 the CRP program and m 
protecting the cnv1ronment and our 
valuable natural resources," stated 
Bob Soukup State Execuuve Direc­
tor for the USDA. Farm Serv1ce 
Agency (FSA}. "Many producers 
1mproved thetr EBI (Environmental 
Benefits Index) scNes, for example, 
by lowenng the offer rate, enhanc­
mg the seedmg to 1mprove wildlife 
hab1tat. and by offenng only the 
more sensi!Jve cropland acres,'' says 
Soukup. EBI 1s the mdex USDA 
uses to compare and rank CRP con­
tract offers 10 terms of environmen· 
tal benefits, protection of natural 
resources and cost. "Iowa producers 
and USDA Ser~1ce Center employ· 
ees worked together to msure that 
the CRP program remams a VIable, 
effic1ent, environmentally fnendly. 
and cost effecuve program," stated 
Soukup. 

"The ConservatJon Reserve Pro­
gram continues to be an excellent 
tool for controlling sotl eros10n, 
protectmg water quality, and provtd­
mg wildlife habllat on Iowa land," 
says Leroy Brown, State Conserva­
tlontst for the USDA Natural Re-

sources Conservauon Servtce 
(NRCS). "Landowners are havmg a 
pos1t1ve environmental 1mpact by 
usmg the regular CRP and the con­
unuous CRP in combination wJth 
other conservatton practices," says 
Brown 

Iowa's land accepted tn thts stgn­
up represents 7 2 percent of the na­
tional total. The average rental rate 
paid to landowners in Iowa IS 
$10313 per acre (the highest State 
m the nation) compared to $52.76 
per acre national average Iowa 

ranks 5th tn the number of acres ac- land eligibili ty and producer re­
cepted compared to other states quuements are met, the offer h ac­
USDA w11l soon begtn notlfymg cepted. 
farmers whether the1r offers were ,.-----:------:=-:-----, 
accepted. Answer Line 

I I d. I d d h. l-800-262-3804 nc u 10g an accepte 10 1 •s 
20th s1gn-up, Iowa will have a total 
of I ,733,323 acres 1n the general 
CRP, on October I, 2000 As of 
April 2000, landowners have en­
rolled apprOXImately 194,000 acres 
in the continuous CRP. Under the 
continuous CRP. landowners don't 
compete wuh other b1ds, prov1detl 

Questtons related to home and family 
answered by 

Iowa State University 
Families Extension 

Call Answer Line toll free 
1-800-262.3804 

M·f , 8 a.m.· 5 p.m. 

Census · 
2000 

Census 2000 Response Rates 
Select Iowa cities (as of April4) 

• Des Moines 

• 54o/o 

SOURCE: U.S Census ~.INA Gt3plllcs 

Dubuque 

68o/o 

Cedar 
Rapids 

65o/o 

• 



Farm and Business 
Improving next year•s pastures 

Th1s is the tunc to start 
1mprovmg both the quality and 
quantity of your pastures for next 
year ISU ExtensiOn Field Crop 
Spec1ahst Carroll Oben sa1d that 
landowners should start by makmg 
an Inventory of the spec1es and 
health of those spec1cs you 
presently have m your paMures 

It you have weeds, now IS the 
tllne to start to work on perennials, 
do the JOb on b1cnmah, and 
prom1se to do better on annuals 
accordmg to Oben. MoM of the 
perenmals are sllll prepanng for 
wmter by unloading food from the 
leaves to the roots There is no need 
to work on perenmals m the spn ng. 
You can p1ggyback chem1cals on 
the food to k1ll the roots 

Some perenmab, he sa1d, such as 
Canada th1stle. may sllll not d1e 
but they will be weaker for next 
year 81enmals such as musk 
thistle. are m the roselle stage and 
arc pretty vulnerable nght now 
Annual weeds are dead we'll try to 
th1cken our good spec1es to smother 
the annuals, he noted 

The most common translocated 
herb1c1des for pastures are phenoxy 
producb such as 2,4-D and Banvel 
Check with the Monroe County 
JSU Extenston Office for help m 
identllymg weeds and selecting 
proper herb1c1des 

The spade will also work 1f you 
don't have too many weeds and you 
need the exerc1se 

Wmter annuals, such as mustard, 
are the fourth type of weed you may 
be concerned about They sprout m 
the fall and no\\oer in the early 
spnng. Good pasture health w1ll 
abo take care of them. 

If your pasture spec1es IS mostly 
smooth brome grass or bluegrass 
but IS a httle thin and you can sec 
the soli, cons1der application of 
some nitrogen fertilizer 1n late 
summer or early fall, Olsen sa1d 
These two grasses spread b) 
underground roots 1n the fall 
Spnng apphed nitrogen tends to 
promote top-growth at the expense 
of root growth 

Some people hke to do a fall 
1nterscedmg. "Fall" seed1nl! IS 

probably not the best term smce 
we'd prefer that "fall" seedmgs be 

completed by m1d to late August to 
allow the root and plant time to 
develop before a a k1lhng frost pays 
a visit he sa1d Always a nsk. of 
course, but you m1ght be beuer 10 

walt for an early spnng auempt to 
th1cken the stand 

It JUSt ~eems to boll down to 
creating and mamtammg a proper 
en" 1ronment for the des1red plants, 
and they'll respond to their best 
ability, he added. 
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Where have all the quail gone? 
Pheasants Forever, DNR, soil 
conservation looking for answers 

By DAVE PAXTON 
Publisber 

By most accounts, the Conserva­
tion Reserve Program (CRP) has 
been an overwhelrmng success, keep­
ing fragile soils covered in sod, pro­
vtdiOg mcome for farmers and creat­
tng lots of habitat for game and non­
ganle spectes. 

But quat I hunters in southern Iowa 
can pomt to the CRP program. winch 
started tn the nud to late 1980's as the 
begtnnmg of the end of large nom­
be~ of quat! - the prime upland game 
btrd m this part of the state. Numbers 
have been on a downward spual since 
the early 1990's (four years tnto 
CRP) and wtth two brutal wmters, 
wet and cold springs and summers 
and the loss of a lot of native vegeta­
tion, the number of coveys in Monroe 
County contmue to shnnk. 

Thur\day, about 35 landowners, 
huoung enthustasts and conservauon 
expens gathered at Tnruty Uruted 
Methodtst Church 10 Alb1a 1n a 
PheaJ>ants Forever-sponsored meet­
ing to dtscuss the lo>s of quail popu­
lauon and the strateg~es to bring them 
back. 

John Fneden, Monroe County Sot! 

bean" and alfalfa wtth loh of mte· 
rior fences . In tho\e mterior fence 
rows were wtld plum, Osage 
orange and hedge and there were 
all I..Jnds of field borders. He was 
perfect quat! habttat " 

The other thmg gomg for the 
quail were weedy field~ . "Culuva­
llon "'a~ the mam \Ource of weed 
control," \illd Fneden ·11m creat­
ed two things weed) and bare 
ground." Fneden al\o satd pelts 
from trapptng v.ere at an all ume 
htgh and fur·beanng predators 
were not an 1\sue 

"But nothmg stays the same," he 
s;ud. "More acres were needed for 
farmer~ to stay altve, fences were 
dozed. hedge rows removed and a 
lot of buggmg and broodmg areas 
d1sappeared When CRP was mtro­
duced m 1985 11 was a boon to 
wtldhfe for a while At one potnt 
we had 24.000 acres enrolled m 
CRP What we dtdn't constder 
about CRP as 11 aftected quail, was 
that quail spend most of thelf lives 
runmng on the ground and as CRP 
became more establtshed, the 
ground cover became more dense 
and quat! were unable to move 
through tt. " 

Pnvate l;tnd btologiSl Kev1n 
Ander,on .tftt:eJ wllh Frieden s I 
descnpuon of the problem 'Habt· 

Conservatiomst, Stacey Slater, a Nat­
ural Resources Conservatton Ser­
vices con,ervauomst and planner and 
Kevin Anderson, a pnvate lands btol­
ogm wtth the DNR discussed tn 

length the demtse of the bobwlute 
quat!, a btrd nauve to southern Iowa. 

-Photo coutesy of John Frieden 
tat destruclton " the number one ~=~ 
cau\e for the lo" of qu;ul popula-

and how pnvate landowne~ along wtth the state are making mroads 
to 10crease numbers 

Frieden, who grew up in nonheast Iowa and worked 10 southwest 
Iowa before commg to Monroe County 10 1972, descnbed pheasant 
hunt10g as a boy near West Unton and around Red Oak to work with 
the sot! conscrvallon service in 1971 "Red Oak was constdered the 
hot spot tn the nauon for pheasants tn 1971 ," he satd 

"But when I moved to Monroe County tn 1972 I was introduced to 
qu;ul m numbers I had never imagmed. he s;ud "In 1972, most of 
our farms were between 200 and 500 acres, had livestock. com, soy-

tion," he satd Later tn the meeung 
he dtscu\\ed the raptor and fur-bearmg predator problem A lot of 
people blame the resurgence of hawks and ow h. along wtth fur-bear­
mg. ammab, but quail are literally at the bottom of the food cham. 
Regardless of predatton, we're go10g to lose 80 percent ot the hatch 

from weather most ly," he s;ud. "In years past, we Mmply had the 
habttat to hatch enough to keep numbers healthy " 

Anderson has been workmg wtth pnvate landowners in a 10-couo­
ty area throughout the southern uer of coun11es and has had good sue-

QUAIL REPOPULATION, Continued to Page 16 

. Biologists, conservation 
people think they can 
bring bobwhite back 
Q UAIL REPOPULATIO~ 
Continued from Page 1 
ce\s 10 bnng~ng back muluple cov­
ey~ by ~tmply creaung lo\1.-CO\t 
habitat. "Quail are an edge \pecte,," 
he s.ud .. They spend mo't of thctr 
hve, 10 an area Ie~~ than I 00 acres 
10 stze, mostly along fence rows and 
at the edge of fields If we can ere 
ate dtverse nauve vegetauon along 
the edges of fields, we can get quad 
to return " 

Ande~on said that dtver'e vege­
tation has to 10clude "'eeds and bare 
ground "Grass that " too thtck '' 
the wo~t posstble kmd of habllat 
for qu;ul be s;ud. '1'hey' re too 
'mall to get through 11. That\ why 
we encourage dtskmg and bum10g 
of CRP and replantmg wtth shon 
nauve grasses. CRP wa' a great 
tdea, but you can'tletll grow unat 
tended for 20 years and thmk 11 will 
continue to provtde good wtldhfc 
hab11at." 

Iowa State Urnvemty Extenston 
Crop Spectabst Mark Carlton \.ltd 
that early CRP planung mcluded 
brome grass (for the raptd crcauon 
of sod) and legume planung (for 
nutnent enhancement), mo,tly alfal 
fa "What happened was two dtffer­
ent plant species compeung agatmt 
each other," he s;ud. "Alfalfa dted 
out over time and the brome got so 
thtck it eventually stunted m 
growth " Kill the brome ts the new 
quad habttat battle cry. 

"Mtd-contract management'' ts 
an tmponant term m dt,cu,smg 
CRP and e)(pens nov. agree that 
brome grass has to be dtsturbed to 
open up the sotl and encourage 
weed growth 

Anderson satd that mowtng 
worh as part of a management 
plan, but if all farmers do ts mow, 11 
\tmply creates a denser ground 
cover "Prescribed bum,, \trip dt'k 
tng and strip spraymg are re,tlly a 
better way to create the kmd ot 
ground cover qua.tl need tor bu!!!gtng 
and broodmg." he ..;;ud 

Anderson said planned timber 
cut' near the edge of field' ., .tho - • 

tmponant m creaung good quatl 
habllat "Edge feathering i' the very 
be't way to create 10\tant quat! 
cover >a~d Andef\on. Edge feath­
enng bastcally has a farmer or 
landowner burn. dt~k or bum the 
edge of a field. then drop tree\ 10 the 
affrcted area. Anderson satd an edge 
feathenng of I 0 feet ts often all that 
ts required. Some landowner~ wtll 
feather out 60 feet This ts\ue wtth 
that •~ the amount of money NCRS 
wtll pay a farmer- $80 an acre lor 
creaung good qu;uJ habttat by edge 
feathering competed to the S 150 to 
S 180 per acre a farmer would get for 
planting 11 Ill com or soybean\, 

Anderson s;ud the btggest m" 
take 10 edge feathenng ts fam1ers 
do10g 11 for JUSt a year 'You have to 
keep worlong at it," he sat d. 

One of the maJor que~uon., ts, 
How do you replent~h qu.ultf there 

are no coveys around Anderson 
'atd thm stocking qu;ul wa' not a 
vtable an>wer " It's wa} too expen­
SIVe to trap wdd btrds. and relea.,IOg 
pen ratsed quail has proven ,, com­
plete fatlure They JUst won't >Ur­
\'IVe.n 

Anderson the best way to 10sure a 
growmg populauon ts to work at 
connectmg farm field~ with good 
hab11at 

NCRS ConservatiOn Stacey 
Slater went over a number of fund­
mg opporturuties for farmer' and 
landowners includtng \\HIP 
(Wildlife Habitat Improvement Pro­
gram). EQUIP (Envuonmental 
Quahty Incenltves Program) and 
REAP. a program for forestr} and 
nallve grasses planung. Jtm Nehon. 
prestdent of Cedar Creek Phea\anh 
Forever m Monroe County. satd 
there tS fundmg avatlable through 
PF for quail habttat improvement 

All of the conservauon planners 
satd that people look10g to tmprove 
qu;ul habttat should remember that 
whatever you do for qu.ul '' good 
lor tmprovmg phea,ant popul~ttun, 
but that what you do to establish 
pheasant population t5 not nece\\ar­
tly good for quail 

More 10formauon t5 avatlable al 
county soil conservauon offices or 
through the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources. 
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