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WEST pc·:--r t":l~AT'!'.c\.~ SOIL CONS:'AW.\.TION T)lSTRICT 15th ANNU.U. REPORT 

--1959--

Dear Friend: 

FollcM·i.r:g is a report of the activities of the Hest Pottaw-attamie Soil Con .. ~ 

servation District for 1959. We hope you will read it carefully a.'1d keep it f0r 

reference. 

In t!~e report you will note that the :iistrict has made some real s tri4.es 

forward Ki.. th the~- O:J.f'.ervation of our soil a..1e~ water. As Commissioners, we want 

to ~xpress our appreciettion to you for your good cvopcration in "·orking with 

our ted·.nidm1s and fer t:elping aJ.l of us together to attaj.Jl thr~ acc;:,mplishments 

list12:d ir. this lett0r. \ve also want to express our appreciation to t~le various 

agenc:Le1: and org'Utizc:tions who h::.ve coJperated tc- mak~ this a successful year. 

\ve are ,7;!'nteful to L.::..>:rence Dlttmc!' for his excellent service to the dis-

trict;. f::..r3t af art .4.ssi:cta'1t Conmi3sioner and the l ,_,st th:;.·ee years as Commissioner. 

\ve were sorry when he moved. f:.:om th·-.! c0tmty but wish him and his fawily lots of 

luck in the new farm e:1terprise in Hc-xrison County • 

• \CCO:a~LI.S HHic;KTS .'JJ) G{):J.S 

Th::.s year To Date 1960 Goal 

Dlstrict Cooperators 50 1,054 45 

Ba2ic Co"'..se:-va ~on Plans 49 792 40 

F:\rrtlS Se.::·viced 477 iillnual Goal Only 500 

Cor-t,mring Ac. 3,707 91,692 3,000 

Te :·ra~es (all types) Mi. ~8 1, ~24 100 

Gruss \Jaten<Tays Ac. 121 1, 67-l 50 

Oper: Ditr;h Mi. 7.5 8o.5 10 

Err;s: "Hi r!ontrol Structure No. 1.8 77 15 

Lac .:" G:t:"::.Jj n g Ac. 17 826 100 

Cv:'1.t..Jur r'ield Division Rod 2,088 7b,995 3,000 



DI~ITHICT ACTIVITES 

Liden. Ra:v~_ ::n.,was: dppo~_i:\ted com."'lj_ssio:acr to replace Lawrence Dittmer . Eldon 

is chairman or' the Hya.n-Henschal \~atershed and had been serving as assistant 

commissiouer before the appointment . ~u Fiala was appoined assistant commission~r . 

Ed Co:m<:!:!.l, a teacher at Thomas jefferson, was awarded a scholarship to 

the Sfring E~ook Teach~r's Camp. 

Marvin Larscm a..'1d hary Graves are new memb·J rs on our District Staff . Mar­

vin cam-~ to m -'lfte.c sn.d"Jating from Iowa State University in Harch . He re­

places Ec.rl. Ki z z.J.cr who tr~'lsferred to East Pottawattamie . Hary repla ce s K.J.th­

ryn Starr lll:o resig::1cd. to take a posi t:Lon with the rtrmy Reserve in Omaha, 

NE\v TEC:-iNI.~UE.S IN COi:JSERv~-~TION 

Terraces have been improved &1d spacings have been widened. Next year 

our ccc-:p e r :.tors '"ill b~ able ·;:o have t ':! rrJ.ccs designed to fit four-row equipment 

and the new cut and fill terraces can be used to eliminate a good many of the 

point rc1·1s in mi'm y :fields . Farmers with hillsides thJ. t slope uniforma lly will 

be able to establish pare.llcl t e rraces. 

CropJ,J ing systems too, ht ve a n,evl look . Hany of our new plrms and the old 

ccc;pe:-a t o rs who ask f or a plan revision will want to use the intensive row­

c-r op\~ing sys t em on t l.1e l evel bottom l ands giving higi:er priority to gra ss on 

the slope s. 

\Vi•';ERSI-!E.'JS 

A \vat <:>. r s!:'led is a t erritory having with:;..n its bound-:lrics all the: l and t hat 

has a commun water dr.J.ina ge outlet. Our fir s t concern in a wa t crs l-}ed b8gins 

where t he w~ter concentrate s .md moves . In our ~tttempts at st:oppi.1~ this we 

use con:bina tions of mn.ny conservation pr a ctice s '~-vLich benefit not on l y tnr.; in­

di viri.u2.l f anner but t he ger~eral pt~bli c c-.s well. GoJd upl:~nd treat :nent, such 

as t c :::-races, grassed wa t e rvays, nne sound crop rotati ons are the vitc.l first 

~teps in a good watersh0d prog r am and the l ar ge s t n Jc tures con plc te the project. 



A we1l d.eve~,0pP-d Wi\te:rshed allows us to enjoy whol<)some recreation arc.::ts, fertile 

fie·!.d:.; a~1d. a bP-.:::.utiful ccnmtry side. The entire coramu11ity benefits from con­

st;-u·;·:::t ve fa:nr. plar.s, drainage programs, gully stabilization and flood control 

work. Uuc0nt:rol.l~d \vatershcds means everybody shares in the tragedies of floods, 

eroded fields ru1d mud filled streams. 

This dj_strict has three organized watersheds which are making good progress. 

\ve would be pleased to help other groups get started. 

IWH:.N CllSEK 1}.\TEhSHED is a cooperative project between the Soil Conser­

vation Service and the Army Engineers. Huch progress has been rn..1.de in surveying 

the area and the joint work plms have been dra'\\'11 up and presented to the spon­

sors. The project if installed would protect the area from soil and water loss 

and prevent floods in Council Bluffs. 

PONY CREEK WATERSHED which was organized in July, 1959, was. ap;Jroved by 

the State Soil Conservation Committee and given a priority for work plan d~vel­

opment by the S.C.S. in the Summer of 1959. The plm1 is now being developed by 

the State s.c.s. Planning Group. As soon as the plru1 is completed it will be 

submitted to the watershed members for approval or disapproval. 

RY/~-HENSCH..'~L u.· .. TERSHED which was organized in June, 1958, was appr0ved 

by the State Soil Conservation Committee ill1d given a priority for work plan 

developmeut by the Soil Conservation Service in the fall of 1959. It is now 

waitjn :~ for the Survey Party to make their plans. When developed the plill1 '\\'ill 

be submitted to all members of the watershed for approval or disarproval. 
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CONSiRV.'.TION CONTESTS 

The District entered the following contests: 

1. The Omaha \Vorld Herald Contest 

2. The Des Moines Register and Tribune Contests 

in the Des Moines Register and Tribune District Contest were: 

Richard Smith Rt. 3 Council Bluffs, Iowa 

Gerald Nelson Rt. 3 Council Bluffs, Iowa 

*Everett Wright (owner) Rt. 3 Council Bluffs, Iowa 

*Fred Krohn (operator) Rt. 3 Council Bluffs, I~wa 

*(Also winners in Regional contest) 

DISTlUCT ST:iFF 

Richard Hogue--Work Unit Conservationist Marvin Larson---soil Conservationist 

Oliver Hall----Conservation Aid Perry Thomas----Conservation Aid 

James Pogge----State 1\id Mary Graves-----state Clerk 

We urgently request that all farmers within the district review their 

farming system with the thought of adding more terraces, waterway,, contouring 

and other conservation practices. Our district goal is a conservation plan on 

every farm and a conservation plan can be made to fit ev~ry fann. 

Please feel free to call on our technicians for help or advice on any of 

your conservation problems. The new office is located in Room 234, New Post 

Office Building, Council Bluffs, Iowa, Phone No. 32-8154J .. fuf:;:·.24 

Sincerely, 

~_;_~.:fohj/~}VWJ- j)h/j/~';Jj~ -fJ):~U(~ 
Louie Fahrenkrog, ~ Donald Bladt, Eldon Ravlin, 

Chainnan Comrr.issioner Commissioner 


