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Rear ildmirv.l Joh.ri D. BuGkley, U. S. N. 
Quarters D, Washington Navy Yard , 
Washington D.c.. 20390. 

Dear S1:r: 

lGll. Qt 1 ~vet~ E·~o"l t; · 
R.H. 4 1 ·. 

Oskaloosa, \ Iowa 52t77 
·November 26 , 1971• 
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I had planned on writing you while you ·were s to. tic wd 3\t the 
Naval Air Station, Cuba ; but Vlrit1ng ~nd re1lding is limited ~ecauna 
of my eyeSJ therefore , no desire to read the bo6ke . an4 war stories 
of world war II. · t\\ 

\ ,, 
\ ., \ 

You probably al'v1ay~ wond~l:·ed -what happened t~ ~me ot your ··men 
who as 1n the Mo tor Torpedo Boat Squadron 'rhree ,bn .batfian, tt'l'he 
Ooxewa i n . of th~ t little Chris -craft run& bout {ho twas e. Ye.oman" . 
Here it is - brie:r - not in full detail ... an outl!ine , .'·. ' 

. .' ! \ ,. . ·' 
My Navy eareer began in 1938. After tra.inin$ to the Asiatic ,'· ~ 

Fleet - mostly China area . I served on the U.s . D + BLAC~t .M.ti.WK. \ 
u.s.s. NAP.A, u .s .s. ,Brl''l1ERN, u.s .s . AUGUS1I'li.. and at ti.te· Ameri.oa.n \ 
Consul, Chefoo, China, a-:.d du~ing Pearl Ra.ruor waij attached · to the 1', 

Conmia.nder-in-Cpie.fs office Asia tio Fleet at the Mar amaH Bui l ding \ 
in P,faniJ.a . Sur ounding a~r fields bombed . Uavy Ya1•d da_vite ,bombed, 
The of.fice located on the third floor just ahead of P'ier 7 . w~s ll, ! 
exce llent position to viow t b.e Uavy Yard Cavit~ bombing. I haa: _ .\ 
Admiral He.rt's glasses and giving the duty t"adiomen a J blow by plow "', .. , 
description oi' the bor.~bing, ans mring all the questlor~ I could; ·. \ 
vihen I reoeivAd a tnp on the shoulder . GlLlueed back ,:tp!d pass·ea. .·the· ·,~­
g la.saes over I'J1 Y shoulder to l\dfniral Hart, who was thq ' one standi.rl~ '· 

·• behind me aski ng t he questions. Little inoid·::~nts like this a pers:on 
doeen '_t f'~_rget. _ _ ·- _ --·--- ____ . _ _ __ _ ___ _ f __ .l;\ - _ 

24tl Veoe!!'ib·. r 1941 1 Pier "7, our area , TI'Jas bombed . J,dmiral Hart 
and the personnel on duty, including myse lf • were showered· ith ·· 
flying glass while we sat in the a tai:r·wa.y used as a temporary air- \ ·, 
raid shelter. ... :. 
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· B5th December 1941, the U.s .s . TAUAGER avaeua ted most o.f the ': \ '-
personnel, radios, and files and took t em to Corregidor except for · ;\ 
a small ;few . The next day Mani la was declared an. o-pen oity and we . ·· 
a~a making prenare. tions to leave for Coi•regido~ . The Army was , 

blowing b:t.,idgee and putting out of oomm1ss1on all tranapors.tion and. (), 

' 

cars • I was is sued a .. tormny gun i n l11hich I s ill hb.d until the : ':.' 
surr·ender. I and a Coxswain named Bullard,?,?. 1 who was the motor- ; \ 
oyole messenger for the office, proceeded up the bund, past t he !~· 
Manila otel, up Dewey Boulevard to pur apartment where we lived - :! 
one. block of!' the Boulevard near the ,Yacht Club l~u.lding - to get a I! 
few of our pa·aaess1ons ,cloth13s ,&nd a bed roll,t.. Leav.ing behind som~ 1 

of . my prize! orienta~ , accumulated possesa1ona, I left t he smoking / ~J 
explod-ing c~ ty t.l: a 26th of. December. ii f . . 

1 27th of December, arrived on Oorregidox> docks . The tunnel . i 

where the office and files were set up waa not appealing, so back' t)o 
the docks to the little Chris Graft runabout ~hich was the Manila 1 
newspapers press 1boa.t - a boat like I always wanted - a place to 
sleep an(-l ':1j•vtec t my remaining geul' e r'romotAd gas .from o. Filipino 
civiliun who worked. at the Army bo~t house and from t he Army tiotor 
Pool, _and slept at night in the little Chris-Craft under the docks. 

15th January 1942, A Motor Torp~do Boat came along aide the 
dooks . You stopped by and askt.d f l:/D ,my name. 'l'ha t afternoon you 
stepped aboard and told me I was transferred to you, the Commanding 
Off.ieer ()f the Motor To1 .. pedo Boat Squedron Trn·ee • and we left for 
Sisiman bay in Bataan. You usod m6 &nd the little Ohrie - oraft 
during the d a y to cross the oham:el to Corregido:r. for your confer­
ences . Do you r ncall one d a y we wont up tho Bs. tuan coact line 
towa rds Mf1 niln to investigate a. ship 1nslda of ths :c·ante of the 
J.ap field a1•tiller•y? You ~era very su:pprised hO'N a damn bearded 
Ye omnn oon.ld l'Je a Coxswa;tn of' a motoJ:> boat 41 I think I explained 
.._ _ _ :. ,.., . . ... +- ..-~ .... +; ,,... "' hf"''w ; t: &.11 emne about . 
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tbWli:rkls 1':11~ :-1i l.P t5 lhves tigt1 te e. ship l r.s J':'daof-ti1a-~; of-th; 
J e. n J' .tel' l nr t J l l r-: t>y? You w·:n·c} v e :r·y :..:ntp . ris .sd how a d r:. r;'!n bG :... rdecl 
y o n·t; u I) onltl t"Jl£' a c G:Jt31/t' H i!L of ~.: lllOi.or b ou t . I t :l:: iilk I t.-].plu ined 
t o you t:~ t t ne t J. t!' o how ~ c ~:~ I I Ci.J~e tt bou t . 

L·, :..l .:.J. ~ ·J •,r.: n 1 1.~~ : i. J. ~, u ~.l ~LI. t;nfld., to t .<.!.-3 Lf3Strc;rer Squ.£t clron <J o::n. -
m·. n.Ll er. ' a LLL lJ.'· · i/>1 :,-,~ l'e on t i x, s f11El "~l' <~ t ty r o"l.gh VJ•3a t her . One i n te .t> • 
est1ut l 't,;: O v lectiuH w~.t .u liJi Lt.Hl we d ropped t ha Con:·"" und. ·. n'" o.l'i' tit tl 

Ll"'i tJ.ai·~. G .!·u i s~~r [:;<-.t lig w ~-'- Y .C ol' e. o1'.L' iolEll Ot;. ll wL ile t ht: t B1•1 t.teh 
Offit.)er of the D~y was tryj.ng ""o oull un uft i.'1•6m. c or::-iHg al c ng~i<'le 
bees. usE~ oi' the swell a . •r:L.i s is w:1e re I n icked u my ~xr:·m·-:L· noe ot' 
small 'bob ts i r · ·.;ugh weu th~r . Cr·os:n:lb t he c i·.all io 1 wa o not alwuJ~a 
glass slick . J\ S ;}'ou m&y raccill, wt:; lliS. f.le so;1• o r a t he r cl: OD f y trips . 

How t o th0 .t'i r.al d h ;f :'J GU l ut't hatut'.~..n, S1aim&n Cove , f or Co:n.•e g • 
1dor t he las t ti1.1 e . You f.s:J l :._;;ned. e. M•.,zcld.n ist M<.:ct G -t.. o the boa t to 
ke Gp t ho G.tu:·is -c:c·.cti'' t ru.zmi ng , .i'H~. gav 0 me s. par e c.f drt~m of luO octane 
gs.s. VJell , mt.w y mauy tim·3s, '"'hjle I wHs ?ri sorlr:l r of' W £>, fol' t hem 
three ( 3 ) yaL:r.' s ..:,.nd f uu r ( 4 ) P'I Ontha, I ::mre w\1nhe d I could remember 
or intur pret JU t v;hat you told me before you 'loft tht9 cove· fol .. the 
l ast tL~w . 1 tl on tt think I r et:.liz :;;: d. at t l: ..... t .L-:10 wh at ·~~~s g oin g on . 
I still think you m~unt for me to lOcld u.y un..1 tHke of f down the 
coast line - niding during t t1e u '&y time . 1 t b.a a e ros s.,d my mi:tld 
m<J118 r·ou ~ t i ,!lta s .d.1.::.. t \'' Ou ld l'it.ve ·happ · n.:;, il . By t he w:J.y t r.~ t M chin is t. 
Mate mHd e one round chonpy trip with me and l oft me . l nover 
seen him since o.,.ld dO!l ' t o ven r .emem0or ills lWii. G • 

i\t th i s tlrr1~1 d ~! ri r g t h is p Jri t)d the Cb.r· io -ci•uft was put i n 
u~a tn d~'-Jli~r~r mail a t night to t ha s ubs t h&t OI:.1'7Je into Corr-3gidor 
ureu. I lw.d to 1;8 h t t nu lust e ll n m~ l bouy 1..1 ad mot. t ~10111 in t he 
open sea.· '!'.he little boa t go_t t h 8 side t:!n<l ste rn damage d. whi le 
at t he Corregidor· doc~cs c.luring & 'bomb ~.ng iL"l which I junt c.bo-:..tt got 
c"'u gh.t short . I t \"JUS patcn~d up at t he bo"t hons3 ~u1d l eaked a 
little more. If you. laf;t ·it .t'or u.ny lengt h o.t.' time you had to beach 
it. ~~hat do ek: was not a h.a"lthy p lac·3 80 &fte l ·\<j <.u·us wh~} n the ttlr 
r~lid s i gna l s ov.nd .ed en.t out in the buy. he~vy b ombings sta rted so 
r.nck to t he cove to sleep duz•ing the day time . At C. rlis· tiz';c I wa s 
m.ix i:ng t .l ... ,t 100 ootti.ne gu.a wi t~h ce.I tS oi g l:i s i' rom t he mo t or p ool , 
and as 1 C t~D. s t il l remombE'r nad a. lot of troubl.e wi u .. the oHgina 

·' C(lrrmre tor . ( 'l'he ~ngir.;.e not run..:1i 1g :s i6u6.y - ~b·:uys foolinb v.·i th 
the c Pr bv.reto:r ~ots - ju_st knockine: out whe n it wa s mo~t needed . } 

One n1 r;ht I met a tilUb es before . and whil& along slde excb.anging 
mail s:..a ck2 , t he we.ves ''" . re extrf:l lar-ga t:~nd llt.iV lnf.<.. t r ouble l:Tl t •k i ng 
the F.:x. che.np:e t th~ engine running, taking ou excess wt-t tor , l.eep i ng 
the bul ges pnmped , ooaked, the Subrr..al· ine Coa .rr ~!l~ i:l l' wt:. :_t ed me to 
dump he r (the little cn1•is - craf t ) end come aiJO&.l:·d.. r still wrm.ld 
like · t o know t 1Je name of that au·b e..nd who the o ~::~.pta.:Ln was . I 
think ii' I wou ld h<:.tve to do 1 t over again. I would have crawled 
aboard . Thht ' s wuter over the dam . I had a he l l of a l ot of 
trouble gett~ng ba ck to the docks . The moto:r· pool mecn.ani c cleaned 
t li.a · e Hr1.mr·e t or M it' g c-JVe me n extra b~ttery End dif'i'orant gas . 

Thl9 next dc..:r or two broug[:.t a d1 f1·erent story. I was benching 
t he 11 ttle bo,;. t durLtg t he daytime around the cove from whore the 
~Jot or Tornado :Ooa ts usually tied up to t uke on wa te!' a v:; uy !'rom t he 
big d ock :hen tLt.i cove ws s dive - bombed a nd stra.i'ed . I t wns r ond )red 
u.nro rufrable. I Ra lvB gad a few pictur•es nnd s ome Chi tea a monoy 
that did not c omple te l y burn. From here I went over t he hill from 
the buse to that tunne l i n Ba. taan where some of' the Navy personnel 
wer e stayi ng . How f 1·om t h is per iod on being another one of t hose 
unbelivabl e i mp ossible experiences , I ' ll just give y ou a brie f out­
line from my diary notebook . 

I e nded up in Bilibid Prison, ·fa nila as e. Prisone r of 1fa. r wi t h 
slu•apne l cuts in t he l e ft ttrm b nd de bris bruises where I was pfdchad 
up a little ( g iven some medi cl:ll at t ent ion ) &ncl e nded up in a 
Cabana tuun Prison Ca rf.! p . 

July 24 194 2 Left Cab~nu tub..n 
25t h. unu 26th July Ba ck a t Bilibid Prison . Ulcer sores f.Uld infections 

tre~1 ted . 
27 July AbOL.rd Ship 
l Au g , 1 942 Anchur e d Puerto Prin c ess£;: , Pah;1rm n . 

One t h ine tha. t still ke eps running t hrough my thoughts f'rom 
time to tir·,e • t 1eir was 1.ot t1 d ay pas sed ttw. t I did not observe 
t he tide r.t1 d t he ba nes for ·t.r o c t1.:r·1·e d; ln t h t t Pwn·to Pri ncessa. 
Bay, a l ways ke eping a. c o conut with the h ull on f o r buoya.ncy at 
my s a ck , my qui n i ne t a b l e ts in a C(ln• my pie ce of par a chute 
materi a l . and u mHgnify1ng r e&di ng g\ass , my sole posse ssions , 
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' --?e~nMft~t~l h~aW?tanc.c~nr•p~r~t~s~onn-r.c~nTrtt~pr..~----------~----------------------------------------~--~ -
1 

Ju ly ~~4 H J4 •; Lc · t Ct1 b t l lJU t w .... u 
:2b t l 1 uu :..: Gt h J ul y l:Jo ck u t h111bid Pr i eon .Uloe r sorEHJ hnd infections 

tre b t ed. 
27 July l i.bOL·rd Ship 
1 J~ug, 1942 P.nchfJ red Pue rto Princes s a , Palf .... wan. • 

One thing tha t still koE:tps running t .l:ll'ough my thoughts from· 
time to ti.r.·1e, their was not a dsy pas sed t~ t I did not obaer'!e 
the tide Llnd t he bane g · .for 'the cu:r•r-tH.l. t ln t hil-t .Yu orto Pri nce s sa 
Bay, alw c.. ys k e ep ing a cooonu t Ji th the hull on fo.r buoyuucy at 
my s a ck, my quinine t a blets i n ti c~n, my piece of peraohute . · 
material, and a magnifying re oding glass, my sole possees1ons, 
in trying to d e termine how many miles across t h t.. t bar and what 
was on t ho othor side bect:mse the J~ps keep tha t bench, the back 
of our compound, he a vily pa troled and guet•d ed . 

Whi le ~ t t h is ciimp cont vct &s m&de ~ith a Mrs • . Me ndoza, whos 
husband wHs H d oc tor o.nd a ttt ched to t he Northern Pah,wnn 
guerrilla ~ c tivity, who furnis hed t r1e cnmp V'Jith t h e only a nd 
few med ict l supplies t lw t we received until 1944 a. little Red 
Cross s unolie s ware r eceived. On the exclltJ.uga I g£ ve her 
a Dl:l.Ckage to mail to me after t he Wl:lr in which she did. It 
contaii1ed t he Chinese money a nd pic tures I had left und Poems 
and short stories col le cted and wri t ten in the various carr.ps. 
I h e. v0 one a:~.lbum t lu: t was ma iled from Chirw. in 1940. The poems 
titles ura for example : . Tunne litis- llalp is onthe way ­
Scuttle Butts - Motors in the ~est - Forgotten men - Correg idor 
Ma c - and many r1any .pthers, but the percent are no t appropriate 
for pu.blic tt ti on (the general public) because of t he strong 
ph.rased attitude i ~1volving the situation the writers ended up 
in; so I lw ve never pa rted with them. As au example, one verse 
from t he 11Corregidor Mac 11 poem -

11 So get My Chris-cr&ft ready I'm a bit unstflnl!w 
l•'or I~ve had a lousy duy on t he line, 
I 't"' <-• nt to ge, t back to r.1y undergr CJund shack 
Brot ... er G:(.uezon is unxious to dine." 

It vma n ot until I read t h is poem t fut t I rea lized half of t he 
pe rsonne l on t he Hock could find was observing t he moveme nts 
of t he 11 ttlo Chris-crHft in t he bti y not really know ing the 
whys und wherefores. 

22 Jmgu.st 1944 . 'I'aken abof:lrd ship nd s tayed anchored i n the 
· Puerto Princes sa Bay. 

7 Septembe r 1944 Und,}r way . 
17 Septembe r 1944 arrii. ed L. t Man11E-.~ and worked: on pir-.tr 4 or· 5 

· loading Hnd unload np, ships . · 
21 ·s e nte!'l"ber 1944 Yank s c!if.ved bombed t he pie rs l:lnd. the anti-aircra ft 

Oli. de'I.·H:};)I . 1. t t h is t ime we 'f;e.ce in a · compound ahead of the docks . 
3 October 1~4'1 T ke n a boa rd s h ip c u lled Ho1ro Muru, a freighte r. 

~f.any died of heu t exht::lus tion und d ysen tery. J'1 t aes. the convoy 
wus und~r attack many tirres by I presume subs, so I promoted 
myself' to und~"lrtaker, t os s ing t i-Je ones who died over t he side, 

' nnd gave myself e.n adva ntage of being Heetrer the hatch opening 
of the forward hole: 

ll . Ootobo r 1944 Anch ored Hongkong . 
13 October 1944 Ship stra ffed by(? Dutch?) planes. 

rrhe d 0 ceased were being sent a shore for buri::tl u.nd I wa s on 
tops i de one (1) time with e. body. One g lance of the ha.rbox• 
told me it w~e lionekong because I had been here in 1939 and 
1940.. I had roamed the streets VJhile on liberty and had bean 
through some of the underground t unnel network below the ma in 
stree t levels from building to building a ided by the You­
Went-She girls to avoid t ile a.rres t of our lla.vy Pa. trol for 
being in the restricted a:res.s , My thoughts turned towe.r ds 
making it ashore, because maybe the &irls would take of me 
or my second choice to the old gun empl&cements on .top of~ the 
hill, but I never got the chance again to get to to-pside. - .. 
Just H few died out of the forw urd hole during t his p c,~1od . 
This is where I really prayed for this ship to hit the bottom. 
With my Christian heligion intermixed with Palmistry. Mental 
Telepathy, Spiritualism, Hnd Psychology (Iguess every old 
China Sai lors typical attitude) are the best reason my prayers 
were just not answered. -

21 Oetob0 r 1944 Unde rway 
· 24 October 194& Arrived l''ormosa a Sou~ f.1e rn oort in Taiwa n. 
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•••at••on31 u ~utxouecxxsm, ana 1 B3CrtO .to g y t"' t;n e ss e v e ry o.t.a 
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Oh.1.nJA s c ~ l 1 Pr P typl o r:. J ~ t t t \;,u !1" ) c.\l '~ t;h. t,1~sd. l'' q l'.aHq • n1y ,n · ~·y~ · ,. 
were j us t no t Hrts ered . 

21 Octobe r 1 9 4 4 Undt=> r wa y 
<~4 October 1946- Ar rived F'orr10sa a Sout •1e r n oort ·i n 'l'aiw&n . 
8 November 1944 Disembarked. 
9 November 1944 In school building i n Toroku, Taiwa n •. 

This VJE.s t he bes:t c amp I wa s eve r in. The Commanding Off icer 
in cha rge of the c ump was an e nglish speaki ng Korea n Ca pta in 
who told us t lili t it wa s i mpoaa ible to esca pe in t h is area 
becau s e in t he hills t here was noth ing to live on. He poot ed 
guards only at t he main gv.te. I a sk him for toile t naper 
be caus e of our many dysentery oase s. A nea r by area was being 
bombed and he r un to me a nd s a id i n a laugh ing marmer, "They 
are not d r oppi ng Xme.s to i let pape r. If it we re not for this 
rest, not r e quired to work, and quulity of f ood, this would 
have been where it would have all e nded for the rema ining 
personne l including mys e lf. I forgot to write down t he Ca ptains 
nume i n my bo ok . I suppose I thought it wou ld alwe~ys be remem­
bered. 

Jan 1, 2, 3 ,4, 9 ,14 ,lb,l6 Air r a ids The area bombed. 
J a nuury 19, 1946 Left school house North by land in trucks. 
20 J anua ry 194 5 Aboa rd ship alongside of docks. 
21 and 22 J~nuHry 1945 Dock area bombed. 
24 J anuary 1946 Und er way 
2 Fe 'bruary 1945 Anchored in Southern J a pt. nese port. Note book 

s ays (Orushuma ?? ) but have neve r been able to loca te the 
name or' pla ce on the map. 

6, 7, a nd 8th Fe bruary Unde r way during daytime and a nchored every 
night. ' 

9 Febr uary Underwa y. 
10 F19brua.ry 1945 Anchored at s. place ca lled (Mojie ? ? ) 
11 l''e brue.ry 1 9 4 5 In a compound a ll day At hi ght on a ferry. 

on a tpa in and a l s o all duy the 12th. 
13 Februa ry 1945 e i ght (8 ) me n i ncluding myself' t ake n off tra in 

and ended up at a f a ctory named Susuk1 Aji-a - moto located in 
the dice area either in Tokyo oredge of Kuwus a ki. The 2 
sailors, 1 ma l"ine, and 5 soldiers job was loading a n d pushi ng 
coal ca rs i n to a uoiler room. One (1) Army died a t this t'uctory. 
This area showed signa of ha ving been ligh tly bombed. 

4 April 1946 One section of t he f actory was hit and burned. 
1 5 Ap;rl l 1 945 Dul·in g t l!e Hi ght rt~.id d eu:oli tiou. b OP-Jbs ven t1.la t ed 

qur lluild ing used a s sleeping quarters. Fil•e bombs lit i n 
another a r ee. 11ear by. Fire a nd d emolition bombs Wt9 re fre quent 
a t t h is time - on t he con tinuous bases. Our required work w&s 
a t a stund st1ll. Eve rytime t he a ir r a i d signf<. l s ounded t he 

·c i vilians Emd guards would ~o to t heir own air r a id she lte rs 
and not be ba ck till t he a ll clear. We shifted for ourselves 

·us i ng an old smoke · stuck base which had previously been blown 
down - when w~feded. VIe e n joyed the 'bombings. They increased 
our spirits , gave us t he opportunity to hi-j a ck Jl'IOre food and 

. accumula te supplie s, and ga ve us t he opportunity to t a lk and 
·tT~-tde with t he Korean workers. \"Je being Americtu ls, some \'Vera 
a fraid of us. At this pe riod i n t :le game we we re a r t:t ther 

-desper&do hard:Hled type pe rson. We had lived on ph.re.ses.like 
"Know t hyse lf" '' Where t here i s a will, t here is a wa y" "you 
are wha t you make yourse l~ believe you are" "Nothine i s 
impossible if you have t he will power" J\nd many more too 
numerous to mention, to ever toss in the hat. One thing t hat . 
was more depr e ssing t han anything was to witness the B-29's 
g o .down am ol\i ng . 

During s ome of t he r a i ds, fi ght e rs ·s eemed to p l a y tag around 
the stnnding s moke sta cks. It VlU S on .. one of t hese occa sions 
we 'Were cau ght ou t in an open street. · The guards were march ­
ing u s to our working a rea whe n a lone · 1~1 ghter supprised us 
!'rom behi nd . One touch of t he triggo1•s and t hfl t would have 
been a ll s he wrote . A person would n ot hi:ive had to rea ch tpo 
h i gh to t ouch t he wi ng. This dea l wa s di s cus sed l e ngthy - ~ 
r e s pactlng t .he 1ighter because no war ning of their pre s e nce 
over t he bomber. Photo Joe • the l oud spe a kers in eve ry block, 
ant1-a 1rcrnft, nn d the arr a y o.t' silve r bombs keep us informed 
of t he wh ere ond wh e n. The.'.~" :tteh b n· · no r 1 11 the nha se slov~ed 
lH J down consid~ re b le on our progress through t lle variou~ storage 
buildings. Not every man assisted - s ome said t he y we re to 
_ _. _ , _ ' ""'- "" "" ....... +- +- 4 .-- ~ "'""'""" n +- +-hA +- v-nl'>t 'IO!'Y."1. .t-~ .... ,.. 1+-. i R 't'On l;l 11 '1: An 

. . 

._ . 
' . 

"- r 

' ' 



. ·, 

· .-.: 

oz Gne wnere "'ncr wirexx. rue :r Ign Ler now Ill tne pna.se srowea 
us dovvu consic.t ~reble on our .•rograss through t he various storage 
buildings. Not every man as s iste d - some said they were to · 
sick. While se t ting here at the typewritter· it is realized 
thBt we we re b ou nd to h ave got eaught sooner or later and it 
turned out t he wa y it did. We, being mi ghty unho ppy. were 
moved fror1 this f a ctory; because we were looking for arms e.nd 
smmuni tion - even trying to d elll our Korea n pushel' or peddler 
for them. We had food, clothing , and ci garettes stashed in 
various lo.ca tiona - even dis ta.nt fran the factory area. 

1 July 1945 ¥~ e we re t aken to K.a\·Jasuki #1, 23D erunp, a E:t ll British 
camp, where all t hn t was standi ng in the a r ea Wft S a few barracks 
and houses (shucks} ne a rby; otherwise flat ae far as you could 
sea. \Je knew, with this camp s t f3 nding out like a sore thumb, 
our inte lligence had it M.a r kad as a P.o.w. camp or it would 
hove a lready been leveled. We never had or went to air raid 
shelters before (concussion experiences) and we VJE'lra not just 
about going to start crawling in a trench type - dirt covered 
hole. The dirty Br·i tish could have all of them they wanted. 
Do to our refusr..l, the Jap Comn1a.nder told us he c :)uld not 
take covex• because of "loosing face". He stayed with us during 
every air raid s i gnt.. l. lie Wfis unu.tzed of how well we und~rstood 
and could speak tha J a pBnese language, and our abundLJnt supply 
of J Hpt:tnese cigarettes. Cigarettes was the medium of exchange 
t:tu•ough out t he entire we r - even on 8a.taa.n. 

16 .August 1945 One { 1) lone low flying B-29 over. 
Bombin g ceased, tlut still Photo Joe over everyda y. as usual. 

25 Aue,ust 1945 at 12: 30 our fi ghters went ove r building und qropped 
cartons of cigaret t es and notes attached. 

"Sorry so li t tle and so late." 
"See you in t he Sta tes in a I!LOnth." 
"Good luck boys it won 't be l or1g now." 

Signed "VF a3 fi ghting 
Squadron 
U.S. ~· . • ESS};X" 

26 August 1946 Dropped more cigarettes i:i. nd ships pttpe rs and magazines 
u.t.ttil it s t ~;~. I • ted to z•uiu. 

27 August 194Q No planes ov ,r barra cks. 
28 August 1945 VF 83 squadron again. 

' at 13:30 B-29 drooped narachute with barrel of K r a tions. 
29 August 1945 During the morning hours tne guards had left. he 

wasted no time in hBadlng for the docks. It was not the way 
we had agre ed to handle t he situation in an emergency or the 
invasion. It blew the carefully worked out plans. Our prese.nce 
on the docl{ s mus t have cU.'ksed a 11 ttle confussion because we 
sent semaphore to "send boa t" to the eve I' continuous i ncreasing 
numbe r of fighter squadrons over head. Soon a large motor 
launch came in view and kepy circling. It id not look amar1o~ n-
_1zed, The he lmets - dress - and even the boat type was different 
than ever before witnessed. I suppose our expectation was to 
see Our Nuvy dressed i u whlte or blu~ as if going eshore on 
liberty. She came alongside and we were taken to the U.s .s. · 
LANSDOWN . Immediately undGrway to the u.s.s. Hosnital Ship 
HEJHW fl_L ·~ NCE . Up the gangway it has been said mee ting us with 
hllnd sllitkes was Admira l Nimitz or Hnlsey or both. 11he Braid 
was thick. I know t rw. t one of them had big tears rolling down 
his .c heeks , as he shook my hand. Nurses all over- t he place -
rushed below decks - given & bath ~ medica l attention - shoes 
and clothing. Next aboa rd the u.s.s. OZARKS - A APO u.s.s. 
BARR - ashore to a waiting C-54 taking off at 0900 6 September 
1946. Arriving at Oakla;"d Ne.vt1l Hospital lOth September 1945. 

' ·. 14 ,, 

I • ve never bothered to re 1&. te a ny axpe.i-iences before because 
I have ulways thought people would not believe me anywuy. I may 
have went in too much deta il os I typed t he dates. I had not 
intended on adding them little naratives, because they don1 t . mean 
nothing to you, only about the little Chris-craft and andod up in 
a long letter. You can a lways deep six it. 

I got a silly idea in back o.f my mind for to revisit North 
China with my wife. I think 1 t is beCfl USe of losing all my Chintl 
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I got a si l ly idea in back of my mind for to t•evisi t North 
China with my wife. I t hink it ia becE!use of losing a ll my Ch ina 
souvenirs. !-lo d .J sira to g o to J apan - maybe ( Pu l awan a nd Bataa n) 
the Philippines . 

( 2 ) 
'l'h1s ynHrs heu lth problem consists of reqou.pernt ion from two 

opel'f; ti ona. 
Mu.y 6, 1971 Hemov&l of cerebe llur pontine ungler tumor .. 
Acoustic neurom& Hesulta: f<ight .f'aoie.l ne rve paralysis and 
a few othe r cranial nerves effected, which time will some ­
what correct except for hearing. 
Ma y 25 1 1971 Lti tera.l 'i'e rsorrhapy of rig .1t eye. 
November fi 1 1971 Left kidney ope r a tion. 

One of t he doc tors t .n.e. t performe d the pepa1r1ng of the nerves 
was apologiz i ng for t he bad lu~k l:e had on t he f'uctal norve when 
I told him I hud bean in worse positions and predicaments thnn th.v t 
and came out of it. The ne~rve has just recently started to g1•ow . 

we, MY wife Elnd I, have set up a tentE:a tive schedule: 
To a tteud t he Ar-·ericfin Defenders of hs. te.a n and C or1·e g idor Inc. 
convention May 4 to 7th 1972. 

Ma y 2 to 8th 1972 

May 9 to 11. 1972 

Newport , R.I. convention 

Now Yorl< , city. 

May 12 to 17th 1972 Washington D.c. Area. 
a t: Mr. Harvey B. Wilson Re tired Chief Yeoman 

4818 de lware Street, 
College Park, Maryland . 20740 

'Du1·1ng thi s pe riod I !Luve hud h ope s of a li v~, le c lw t and answer­
i ng any que sti ons you muy have • 

. 14 Februury 1948 I was c ischarged as Chief Yeoma n termination 
of my temporary anpointment or Lieutenant Junior Grade. 

Enclosed : 

One (1) J a panese one Ce l!t avo. 
(Phil~pp,Lno occupational money) 

Res pe ctfully, 

Huba rt Dwight Hough. 
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