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;”&( ; : Oskaloosa, Iowa u2577
| s ‘November £8, 197l.
Rear Admiral John D. Buckley, U.5.N. ‘ ]
Quarters D, Washington Nevy Yard, s

Washingten D.C. 20390,
Dear 8ir:

I had planned on writing you while you were stuticnod at ths
Naval Air Station, Cuba, but writing and reuading 1s limited pscuuse
of my eyesy therefore, no desire to read the books end war stories
of World War II. j s

You probably alwayd wondsred what happened to one of your wen
who was in the Hotor Torpedo Boat Squedron Three on Pataen, "The
Coxswain of thut little Chris-Craft runabout who was e Yeoman",

Here it is - brief - not in full detail - an outlina. o

Ky Navy careor begen in 1938. After trainlng to the Asiatic
Fleet - mostly China arec. I seorved on the U.5.5. BLACK NaWK, ;
U.8.8. NAPA, U.S.5.,BITTERN, U.S.5. AUGUSTA, ond &t the Americen
Consul, Chefoo, Chima, and durlng Pearl Harbor wag attached to the!
Commander-in-Chiefs office Asiatic Fleot at the Mdrsman Bullding |
in Menile. Surdounding air fields bombed., Havy Yard Cavite bombed,
The office located on the third floor Jjust ahead of Pler 7 whs & |
excellent position to view the Havy Yard Cavite bombinge I hed
Admirel Hert's glasses and giving the duty rediomen a olow by blow:
deseription of the bombing, enswering all the questions I oould, )
when I recelved & tep on the shoulder. Glunced back gynd passed the™
glasses over my shoulder to Admirel Hert, who was the one standing

" behind me esking the questiocns. Little 1noidants like this & person

doesn't forget. oy idats, i , ]

p4th Decembor 1941, Pler 7, our erea, was bombed. idmiral Hart
and the persounel on duty, including myself, were showered with ‘

flying glass while wo sat in the stelrway used as a temporary aipe .

reld sheltere

" p5th December 1941, the U.S.5. TAFAGER ovecuated most of the ',

personnel, radios, and files and took tiem to Corregidor except for
a small few. The next day Manila was declared an open city and we
were making premaratlons to leave for Corregidor., The Army was
blowlng bridges and putting out of commission dll transporation and
carg, I was igsved & tommy gun in which I still had until the
surrender, I and a Coxswain named Bullerd,?,%?., who was the motor-
cyole messenger for the office, proceeded up the bund, past the i
Manila fotel, up Dewey Boulevard to our apartment where we lived -f'
one block off the Boulevard nesar the Yacht Club laading « o get &
fow of our pessessions,clothes,and a bed roll{ Leaving behind soma;
of my prize, oriental, aocumulated possessions, I left the smoking .
exploding city the 26th of December. %
- 87th of December, arrived on Corregidor docks. The tunnel ?
where the office and files were set up was not appealing, so back to
the docks to the little Chris Craft runabout which wes the Manila
newspapers press boat - & boat like I always wented - a place to
sleep and protect my remaining geure. Promotsd gsas frem a Filipino
civilian wno worked at tho Army boat house and from the Army iiotor
Pool, and slept at night in the little Chris-Craft undor ths docks.

15th January 1942, A Lotor Torpedo Boat came along side the
docks. You stopped by and asked for my name. That afternoon you
stepped esboard end told me I was transferred to you, the Commanding
Officer of the lMotor Torpedo Boat Squsdron Three, end we left for
Sisiman bay in Batsane. You used ms &and the littlie Chrise-craft
durirg the day to c¢ross the channel to Corrsgldor for your confore
encegs, Do you rocall one day we wont up tho Bataen coust line
towards Menila to investigete & ship inside of the ronge of the
Jep fleld a;tillery? You were very aupprised how a demn bearded
Yeoman conld he a Coxswein of e motor boat. I think I explained
Lo ase Ak FhatRiva how T all came taboute
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—EBTETAS T lo to lnvestignte & sulp lnsids of the ringe of the
Jep fleld avtilleryt fdou wore very supprised how a damn boarded
Yaomuy sould be & Coxawelrn of ¢ motor boute I think T ezplained

To you ¥ i Tive how 1T o1l cume uboule

s w Janruan, bolng usslgnad Lo tus Lestroyesyr Squadroa Come
menterts g ve were ool in some »nratty rough weather. One intoepre
estliny reoovlleetlivn was wnen we dropped the Com~endunt o't at a
Eritish Crulser gangwey for a ofiflolel cull whils thet British
Cfficer of the Dey was Urying to oull us off {roém coring sleagelde
becsuse of the swells. Thlas ls where I picked up my oxroricsnce of
small boatls in rough weubhere Crogsi:ug the crnanuel was not elways
glasa sllick. A8 you mey recell, we nads soroc rather choopy trips.

ow to the final day you ioft Letaun, Slsimen Cove, for Corprege-
1dor the lest timee You essigned e Nacliinizst ¥Fute Lo thse boat to
kesp tho ehris-craftunnlng aad gave ms & part of drus of 1u0 octene
ges. Vell, muny mauy timse, while I was frisocuner of Wur, [or them
three (5) yoers und Tour (4) months, I sure wNished I could remambarp
or lntorpret just wihat you told me before you left the cove for the
laat time. 1 don't think I reclized at the time what wee golng one.
I still think you meant tor me Lo loed up and teke off down the
coast line - hiding curing tue day timee. It has ceressaed my mind
munarousg times what would nuve héippensd. iy the way tust Machinist
ate made one round chonpy trip with me sand Llof't me. 1 naver
seen him since e.ad dou't oven rewembor Nls Nong.

At this time duripg this period the Chrisecraft was put in
usg to deliver wall at nigaut to the suvbs thet came into Corragldor
arasie 1 lwd to b at tnut last cuunrel bouy snd mel them in the
opsn sef.- The little boal got the side and stern damapged while
et the Corregidor docks during & wombing ia which I just about got
caupht shorts. It was patened up at the hogt house &nd lseked &
little more. If you leai'ft it for any iength ol timoe you had toc bteach
it. That dock was not a lisulthy plece so afterwerds when ths elr
rald signel scunded went out in the bay. beuvy bDombings started so
rack te the cove to sleep during the day timse At tinis tirme I was
mixing that 1G0 cctens gus wlth cens 0f gas irom the motor puol,
end as I cun still remomber had & lot of trouvie wilh tue sugine
carhuretor. (1he engine not runaing steady - wlways fooling with
the cerburetor jets = just knocking out when it wes most nseded.)

One night I met & sub 88 before aend whille elongslide exchanging
mall sacke, the weves ware extre lerge and haviiy trouble muking
the exchenge, the engine running, taking on exeess wtter, lesplng
the bulges pumped, sosked, the Subrarine Cotrucusl waited me to
dump nher (the little cnris-craft) end come abosxd. I still would
like teo know the name of that sub and who the captain was. %
think if I would uauve to do it over again, I would have corawled
aboard. Theils wuter over the dum. I had a hell of & lot of
trouble getting back to the dockse. The wotor pool mecansnic cleaned
the ecerburetor srw guve me an extra battery end dilfersnt ges.

The next dey or two brougnt a difierent story. I was beaching
the little bomt duriag tne daytime around the cove from whore ths
Votor Torvnado poats usuelly tisd up to taeke on wsier away from the
blg dock when tis cove was dive-bombed and strafed. It was rendsred
unreonairable. L salvaged a few pilctures and some Chinese monoy
thet did not completely burne From hsre I went over the hill from
the buse to that tunnel in Bataan wheire some of the Nevy personnsl
wore stayinge. low from tals poriod on being another one of those
unbelivable impossible experiences, I'll just glve you a brief out-
line from my diary notebooke.

I ended up in 8Bilivid Prison, bHanile a8 a Prisoner of Wer with
shrupnsl cuts in the laft arm and debris bruises where I was pached
up & little ( given some medicul attention) and ended up in &
Cabanatuun Prison Camp.

July 24 1942 Left Cabsnatuan

25th and 26th July Back at Bilibid Prison.Ulcer sores and infections
troutode.

27 July Abourd Ship

1 fug, 1942  Anchored Puerto Princessa, Paluwen.
One thing that still keeps running through my thoughts from
time to time, their was ot u dey passed tiwt I did not obsarve
the tide wund the baneas for - ‘the current 1n that Puorto Princessa
Bay, always keeping & cocouut with the hull on for buoyaucy at
my sack, my quinine tuevlets in & cén, my pisce of parachute
material, sand a mugnifying reading glass, ny sole possessions,
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July 24 194 Loft Cabunutunn

o6th und oth July boeck wt Bllibid Prison.Ulcer sores and infections
trectad.

27 July Abourd Ship

1l hug, 1942  Linchored Pusrto Princessa, Paluwan, .

One thing that still koeps running through my thoughts from

time to time, thelr was not a deay passed thut 1 did not obsorve
the ticde wnd the bancasg for“‘the currsnt in thet Puerto Princessa
Bay, alweys keopning & coconut with the hull on for buoyuncy at
my sack, my quinine tabvlets in & cun, my plece of parachute
material, and « magnifying reading gless, my sole possassions,

in trying to determine how many miles across thet bay and what
was on tiho othor side becuuse the Jups keop that beach, the back
of our compound, heevily petroled and guarded,

While at this cuamp contaect was made with & Mrs. lMendoga, whos
husbend was a doctor and att: ched to the Northern Palawen
guerrilla uctivity, who furnished thie camp with the only and
foew medicel supplies thet we received until 1944 a little Red
Cross sunvnlies were received. On the exchange I gave her
& vuckage to mall to me after the war in wnich she did. It
conteined the Chinese rmoney and plctures I had left und Poems
and short stories collected and written in the various camps.
I heve one album thet was meiled from China in 1940. The noems
titles vre for exumple: Tunnelitls - ielp is on the way =
Scuttle Butts = Motors in the West = Forgotten men - Corregidor
Mee « wnd many many otiners, but the porcent are not aopropriate
for publicution (the geueral public) because of the astrong
phrased attitude iavolving the situation the writers ended up
in; so I have never purted with them. As an example, one verse
from the "Corregidor Mac" poem - 1%

"So get My Chris-craft ready I'm a bit unstesgy

For I8ve had a lousy day on the line.

I wunt to gat beck to my underground sheck

Brother Quezon is anxious to dine."
It wag not until I read this poem that I realized half of the
poersonnel on tine Hock could end was observiung the movemeuts
of the little Chris-craft in the bsy not really knowing the
whys und whereforoese.

22 August 1944. Teken abourd shlp and stayed anchored in the
Puerto Princessa bBay.
7 September 1944  Undorway
17 September 1944 arriyed &t Manila end worked on pier 4 or §
- lozding and unloading ships. : '
21 Senterber 1944 Yanks ddved bombed tihe plers end the anti-alreraft
on dewoy. 4Lt thls time we wvere 1ln a eompound ahead of the docks.
3 October 1944 Taken aboard ship culled Horro Murma, a freighter.
Yany diéd of heut exhuaunstion aund dysentery. Lt ses the convoy
wus undor attack many tiwres by I oresume subsy 80 I promoted
. myself to undartaelker, tossing tne ones who died over tne sids,
and gave mysolf en advantage of belng nsarer the hatch opening
of the forward hole.
11 October 1944 Anchored Hongkong.
13 October 1944 Ship straffed by (? Dutch ?) plunes.
The deceassd were being sent ashore for burial and I was on
topside one (1) time with & body. One gleanece of the harbor
told me it wes Hongkong beeause I had been here 1in 1939 and
1940, I had rosmed the streets while on liberty snd had been
through some of the undsrground tunnel network below the main
street levels from building to building aided by the Youe
Went-She girls to avoid tine arrest of our Navy Patrol for
being in the restricted areas. My thoughts turned towerds
making it ashore, because maybe the girls would teke of me
or my second echolce to the cld gun emplacements on top of the
hill, but I never got the chance agaln to get to topside. -
Just & few died out of the forwurd hole during this poriod.
This is where I really prayed for this ship to hit the bottom.
With my Christian Heligion intermixed with Pulmistry, Mental
Telepathy, Spiritualism, and Psychology (Iguess every old
Chine Sailors typicel attitude) are the best reason my prayers
were just not answered.
21 October 1944 Undsrway
24 October 194§ Arrived Formosa a Southern vort in Taiwan.




: v ; 5 avary old
China Bullora typlesl attitude) aro tho heat rosason my prayers
were just not aunswered. =
21 October 1944 Undorway

24 October 1948 Arrived Formosa s Sovuticrn port in Teiwan.
8 November 1944 Disembarked.
9 November 1944 In school building in Toroku, Taiwan. .

This was the best camp I was ever in. The Commending Officer
in charge of the cump was an engllish speaking Korean Captsin
whe tcld us thwat it wee impossible to escans in this erca
bacause in the hills there was nothing tc live on. He poated
guards only at the main gate. I ask him for toilet naper
because of our many dysentery oases. A near by area was being
bombed end he ran to me and seid in & laughing manner, "They
are not dropping Xmas toilet papser. If it were not for this
rest, not required to work, and quulity of food, this would
heve been where 1t would have all ended for ths remeining
personnel including myself. I forgot to write down the Captains
neme in my book. I suppose I thought it would elweys be rememe
bered.

Jan 1, 2,35,4,9,14,10b,160 Alr raids The area bombed.

Jamaury 19, 1948 Left school house North by lend in trucks.

20 January 19456 Abourd ship saslcngslde of docks.

21 and 22 January 19456 Dock area bLombed.

24 Jenuaery 1945 Underway

2 February 1945 Anchored in Southern Japtnese porte Note book
says (Orushuma ?7?) but have never been able to locate the
name or place on the map.

6, 7, and 8th February Underway durlng daytime and anchored svery
ni ght . ’

9 February Underwaye. _

10 Fabruary 1945 Anchored at & place called (Mojie 7 ?)

11 Februery 1945 In a compound all dey At night on a ferry.
on a treln and also &ll duy the l2th.

13 Februsry 1945 eight (8) men including myself taken off train
and ended up at a fuctory named Susukl Aji-a-moto located in
the dice eree elther in Tokyo oredge of Kawuseki. The 2
sullors, 1 marine, and b soldiers job was loading and pushlng
coal cars into a boller room. One (1) Army died et this factory.
This area showed signs of having been lightly bombed.

4 April 19456 One section of the factory was hit and burned.

16 April 1945 Durluy tue uilgub reid dewolition vbombs ventiliated
our bvuilding used s&s sleeoplng queartera. Fire bombs 1lit in
enother aree near by. FPFire and demolition bombs were frequent
at this time - on the contimious bases. Cur required work wus
et & stand still, Everytime the elr raid signel scunded the
‘eiviliens end guards would go to trneir own air raild shelters
and nct be back till the &ll olsar. Wie shifted for ourselves
using an old amoke stuck base which had previously been blown
down = when unusaded. Ve enjoyed the bomblings. They increased
our spirits, gave us tihe opportunity to hi-jack more food and
aocumulate supplies, and gave us tne opportunity to talk and
trade with the Korean workers. Ve being Americans, some were
afraeid of use. At this poriod in ti.e geme we were & ruather
-despersdo hardsned type persone Ve had lived on phreses,like
"Know thyself" "Where there is & will, there is a way"™ "you
are whet you make yourself believe you are™ "lothing is
impossible if you have the will power" X&nd many more too
numerous to mentlon, to ever toss in the hat. One thing theat
was more derressing than enything was to witness the B-20's
go down smoking.

During some of the raids, fighters seemed to play tag around

the stunding smoke stacks. It was on .one of these occasions

we were caught out in an open strest. - The gusards weres msrche
ing us to our worklrg area when a lone fighter supprised us

from behind. One touch of the triggers and that would have
been all she wrote. A person would not have had to reach too
high to touch the winge. Thls deal was discussed lengthy = \
respecting the fighter because no warning of their opressnce

over the bohber. Photo Joe, the loud apeakers in every block,
antie-aircraft, and the arrey oi silver bombs keep us informed

of the where und vhen. The fighter now in the nhase slowed

n8 down considrreble on our progress through the various storage

buildings. Not every man assisted - some said thoy were to
IEPIDR Y A1V A mattdune hawva ot tha tynoawnittan 1+ 4a vanliean
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us down considrereble on our progress through the variocus storage
“bulldings. Not every man ssclisted - some suid they were to ~
sicke While setting here at the typewritter it 1s realized

thet we were bound to nave got ceught sooner or later and 1t
turned out the wey it did. Ve, being mighty unhappy, were
moved frori thls fauctory; because we were looking for arms and
smmunition - even tryling to deal our Korean pusher or peddler
for them. Ve had food, clothing, and cilgasroettes stashed in
various locations - even distant from the factory area.

1 July 19456 Wg were tuken to Kawesaki #1, 23D camp, & ell British

16
25

27
28

29

camp, wheore all that wes gtanding in the area was & few barraciks
end houses (shucks) neerby; otherwise flut es fur as you could
8e0. /@ knew, with this eamp stending out like a sore thumb,
our intelligoence had it marked as a P,0.W. camp or it would
heve already been leveled. We never had or went to air raid
shelters before (concussion exveriences) and we were not just
about going to staurt crewling in & trench type - dirt covered
hole., The dirty British could have all of them they wanted.
Do to cur refusal, the Jap Commander told us he c uld not
take cover because of "loosing face". HHe stayed with us during
every eir ruid signul. le was smaged of how well we understood
and could spesk ths Japenese lenguage, &nd our sbundunt supply
of Jupunese cigerettes. Clgerettes was the medium of exchange
throughout the sntire wer - even on Bataan.
August 1945 One (1) lone low flying B-29 over.
Bombing ceased, but still Photo Joe over everyduy as usual.
August 1945 at 12:50 our fighters wsnt over bullding and drovped
cartons of cigerettes and notes attached.

"Sorry so little and so late." Signed "VI* 8% fighting
"See you in the States in a month." Squadron
"Good luck boys it won't be loug now." VedSe ESSEXY

Augnst 1946 Dropped more cigarettes and ships pupors and magazines
until it sturted Lo raili

August 1948 No planes ovar barracks.

August 1945 VF 3% squadron again.
at 13:50 B-2¢ dropped varachute with barrel of K rations.

August 19456 During the morning hours thne guards hud left. Ve
wasted no time in heading for the docks. It was not the way
we had agreed to handle the slituation 1n an emsrgency or the
invesion. It blew the c&refully worked ocut plans. Our presence
on the docks must have cfhsed & little confussion because we
sent semaphore to "send boat" to the ever continuous inecreasing
number of fighter squadrons oveyr head. Soon & large motor

" launch came in view and kept circling. It cid not look amsricen=-
ized, The heslmets = dress - end even the boat type was different
than ever before witnessed. I suppose our expsctation was to
see Cur Nuvy dressed ii whice or blua as if going sshore on
liberty., ©She came alongside end we were taken to the U.5.S.
LANSDOWN. Immediately undorway to the U.S.S. Hospital Ship
BENEVALENCE. Up the gangway it has been saild meeting us with
hand shakes was Admiral Nimitg or Hulsey or bothe The Braid
was thick. I know tnut cone of them had bilg tears rolling down
his cheeks &s he shook my hand. Nurses all over the place =
rushed below decks = given a bath - medicual attention - shoes
and Clothin.go Next eboard the U.3.S. OZ[&RY&S - A APO UeSeSe
BARR - ashore to a walting C-54 teking off at 0000 6 September
1945. Arriving et Osklu,d Nevaul Hospital 10th September 1945,

I've never bothered to relate any experiences before because

I have always thought people would not velieve me anywuy. I may
have went in too much detail as I typed tie dates. I had not
intended on adding them little naratives, because they don't mean
nothing to you, only about the little Chris-craft and ended up in
& long letter. You can always deep six 1t.

I pgot a s8i1lly 1dea in back of my mind for to revisit North

China with my wife., I think it is because of losing all my China

“m ke mA k. Temen womavhba (Pulewan and Bataan)
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I pot & silily idea 1in back of my mind for to revisit North
Chine with my wife. I think it is beceause of losing ell my China
souvenirs. Yo dosire to go to Japan = mayhe (Palawun end Bataan)
the Pnhillopines.

ihis yosrs heanlth problem conslists of regoupsration from two

(2) opasrotionse.
May 6, 1971 HRemovul of cerebellur pontine angler tumor =

Acoustic neuroma Hesults: Kight fecial nerve paralysis and
a few other cranlal nerves effected, which time will some-
what correct except for hearing.

Hey 26, 1971 Luteral Tersorrhapy of right oye.

November 6, 1971 Leit kidney operation,

One of the doctors tinat nerformed the pepeiring of the norves
was apologlzing for the bad luck he had on the feciul norve when
I told him I had been in worse positions and predicements than thet
and came out of it. The nerve heg just recently started to growe.

Wo, my wife and I, have set up a tentutive scheduls:
To attend the Arericen Defenders of Pstasn and Corregidor Inc.
convention lay 4 to 7th 1972.

May 2 to 8th 1972 Newport, H.I. convention
May 9 to 11, 1972 New York, city.
May 12 to 17th 1972 Washington D.C. Area.
at: lr, Harvey B., Wilson Ketired Chief Yeomen

4818 delware Stroet,
College Purk, Maryland. 20740

During this period I nuve hud Lioves of a litile ciwt and ansver=-
ing sny queastions you may have.

. 14 Februury 1948 I was discherged &s Chief Yeoman termination
of my temporary enpointment of Lieutenant Junlor Grede.

Respectfully,

Hubart Dwight Hough.
Enclosed: .

One (1) Japenese one Centavoe.
(Philippine occupational money)
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