


~PROJECT FOR THE IOWA GREAT LAKES 

Protecting Watl:r Quality through Landscape Restoration and Education 

Grt.ll 1·e, area .h;t' fa,cin. ated 
1mm• • fl,hmg. boaung and 

!n Je:. .1 the Lake"'~ attract orer 
· rs e-Jch _""Jr from ,e\·erJI '~Wte.., 

'k7fl'lmen e'ident-, a.o;, well 

rc:mlre.., around water 
to protect and enhance 

alg;u 10m' - alg.1e grmnh 
he e ~ ater tv lmk green 

-II bloom' can be cau'ed 

br pho,phorou' '" rhe ~~ter which dr.tin' inrnrhe lake' 
from ,urroundmg re,idenual and agncuhuralland. Th" 
run-off can abo bring 'edimenr and chemKab which 

degrade the lake' 

Fortunarely lake condnrom can be 1mprored The Clean 

\later .-\lhance for rhe Iowa Great lake- '' an acuon 
group of md1nduab and agricultural, recreauonal and 
ennronmenral group; dedicared ro proreamg the Iowa 
Gre.u lake- through a wrde range of 'pecial elTon' To 
help rc'duce polluuon and emure clean ~ ;uer the 
.-\lhauce focu'e' re;ource' and expertr-.e on landscape 
re,toration and protectiOn <l" well a."' mformauon and 
J,!,~iMance to landowner" wuhm the water,hed 

Consef\'2tion ullage on gentle slopes and grass or 
terraces on steeper slo~ reduce soU erosion and 
run·off of contaminants mto lake "'-ater. 

The goal of the \I Hance and "' Cle.m \\ ater Prowcr for 
the lo\\,t Great l"ke' " u, enhance IJke w.uer qualm 
for the near furure and prorecr n 10 the long term. A 
proje(t "uch ;t" thi" reqmre" time, cooperation and a 
grear deal of puhhc 'upport 

Public and pnvaiC.:' contnhuuon~ and conunuom partner­
~hip" are ~""<nual to the \UCce'' of th1.., pro1e(t Thto., 
support IS raptdh hu ildmg becau-.e the lo\\a Grear L1ke' 
are a rrea.,ure \\Orth prorecrrng. People who h;l\·e en­
Jmed thexe glac1allake' and the pra~rie pothole reg•on 
of hma are JOrnmg the Allr.mce "-' partner> for clean 
\\"Jter 

Reduced fenilizer and chemical use on la .. ns and 
golf courses helps protecllakc 1\0iter qu.tlil) . 

Cleaner lakes pro' ide more enJoy:able recreation. 

Protecting lakewaterquahl) alo;o proteru drinking 
1\-ater sou~e~ nov. and in the future. 

Iowa Great Lakes Watershed 

Tbt lor.~ G.ut Ukes w;uenhed b dlt uo of land ttw dnins 1n10 lhr bkes. 
Siztci•~ 62,JOOI(rell 

p phO!iphonm"', nitrogen. and other 
bdo~ the\ cruer lhe l:ak~:s. 

Gns~ fillet stnp'i "'0"' running l't"ater as 11 dnins 
from farmJand, capturing contaminants before the) 
enter ~trdtms , v.etland~ or lake!> 
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~::~~ :~ ... ~~ ··~· ~ I ~~h!d .1 rh Inn Grd lakes ~ill be one of tl1e 
w' l}loog 11 "'31ft' (-tality protection fo r dle 
~.lbe tt l,tostOJ>OIIution bdorei t enters 

lbt•lltr 

"rcarrb JOd wJicrcouN."> 
d .... ~land.,onthemcNerochble 

f :otT '" hKh ,Jow running water 
f£ -4 omon of '!edmltnL orgamt 

• r< ciJrt..-d by the :-.<xi filter ~tnp 
;#! Jll liTl-' "'t'l td~ or \ak{.., 

...-c a 11' port1on ol '<d1ment. nut-
cnoal ~ rrw~ if xhng the-,e c~lm·ated Jl't"J..' 

fi ~ 1 "JICI' qu.1h~ 
' .... ~ 

wiU be used to protect 
n Rt.....ef\c Program. farmer 
gr .. un' w11l be encouragt..'d 
PJ'menL' for con-.ef\-auon 
,ropcm. to a.,,ure long-term 

\\111 be a ma,ar tool tn 

" We believe the Clean 
Water Project efforts will be 
of direct benefit to land­
owners and land managers ln 
the Lakes watershed. They 
will receh·e infonnation, ser· 
vices and planning ass i ranee that will pro­
mote resource protection. As farmers reduce 
crop inputs they can also achieve higher 
profits. lncentives for land use change will 
provide compensation for helping save soil 
and protecr the lake;.' ' 

OniUr Brrg 
Chainnan, l>ickinson SoU and 
Watt r ComtnouJon District 

The Clean \Yater All1ance c' abo mtcre,tt..-d m the puhhr 
purcha:.e of wetland., and thecr adjoinmg upl.tnd 

Information and assistance for landowners in the 
watershed will play a critical role ln the protection 
of water quality in the lakes. Thi~ dfon \\Ill mdudc 
• Additional ~11 and water con«n·auon plmmng 
• \lore mfomutJon on nutnent Jfld peo.unde management 

and ammal wa.,te management 10 J\'Oid unne<:~'arr or 
exct"-.'lre apphcallnn~ Rt'duwof"l' in ph,:l\phurou' apph· 
cat1on \\Ill rt.."tt'IW pamcular auenuon 

• A\W•tJnte \\lth practice'! tltn redute "Jtcr run-off from 
cropland, ~uch J..~ con~n omon ullage. contour farm mg. 
-.tnp-croppmg_ and terrace' 

• l..Uldc.l\\1lCr l.."-'NJnce for \\etbnd rt"ooorauon md mucal 
,J~prott."CtlOn 
l...lndov.nel"' around the lakt...., w1ll .1!-.o learn ho\\ t~ 

can hcncr mJOJge lhcu property to prot\!\.1 "ater qu.dm 

\\1h.ihfe In fact. 111 Iowa and \hnnt:'oOU mer 300 'J'tXIt:'l of 

w1klhfe .md lO equal numbt:r ol pl.lm ~rco~ ut1hzc tho-.c 
~-pt." oftub1tat-

Private involvement and support is essential! 

The Iowa Great l...lkt!' are a trea~ure en10~ ed by man\' \\"e cannot 
afford to lo-.e lhe lOY~ that naiUre ha..' gl\tn 

\\'tulc: go,ernment .tgenue' are pannel'"!'o ul th1.~ effon, agencie<. 
.lfld LL\ dollaf"'' c-anl10( - .md ~hould not - do the 14:'lh alone 
Indllldual~ and bmm~ that wdl bt:'nefit from Um elTon mu.." 
\Uppon 11 Volunteers and donations are needed: 

• for effolb not CO\ ered b~ pubhc fund' 
t for match1ng fund:-. requ1red by ~e public gran~ 
• to monnor water quahtl ;uu.l con:,en·auon progrL~' 
• to cnl~t the \uppon of othe~ 

Pita'< become pcoonalll 111\·oh-ed m the Ck"lff \\"ater Pro,ect for 
the IO\\J Great Lake_, To k"lrn more about ho" \"OU can 'uppon 
thi\ pi'O)ect. conlJtl 

''As a home owner on We t 
Okoboji, I care deeply about 
the future of the lake. l11e 
Clean Water Project for the 
Iowa Great Lakes is a com· 
prehensivc and creative effort 

to protect lake water quality. This broad-based 
Alliance is pro•'idlng the leadership to improve 
the environmental health of the Iowa Great 
Lakes area. I endorse this effort I 00%. " 

John Goodenow 
Pr~ident, Goodenow 
IWlrorpor.uJon. Spiril t.akt 

Dickinson Soil and Water Consen 'ation District 

RR Box S783 

or 10"''3 Naluralll erimge Foundation 

Insurance F-"'"change Building. Suite +!f'f 

505 Fifth A\·enue sp;,;, Lake. L\ St360 
(7 12) }36-26()-o Des Momes, L\ S0309·232t 

(S IS) Z88-I IH6 

Organizations currently in\·oh·cd in the Clean Water Project for the Iowa Great Lakes include: 

• Dlcktrt'()fl ~I and \\ ater Coo<oen"JtiOfl IA..rnct • !mer Like Protl'Cll,·e A-.:.ooJuon 
• hma 'liaturalllcnt.tge FoundJtlon • OkoboJI ProcecUie A!.~x:iltton 
• lm\a Dtopanmem of Agriculture md Lind ''~'"ar<bh•p • )p.nt Ukc Prott.'Ctl\l!.-h'>OC""iJtJOfl 
• l ) h~h Jnd \\"1ldhfe 'lt..'f\Rc • Ea.'>!: Okobo11 Like'> Impro.emcnt Corporat1on 
• l \ EnnronmeotJ.i Prolt"lllon t\g.(t)(\ • Lpper.UJ\\er G:tr Protoon-e A.'MXIJUon 
• lo\\a [)t.:paruncm of 1\atural R~rcl~ • DKI\m~ Coun[\· Board of ~upe" ...Or'> 

• t \ 'loti Con..clYJilon '-emu: 

~oout"IO)ol; 

\bn iRo..t. ,.,, W'l' 
Co-TQG<:l.S.>Co (L"ON:'f\:>UOII 

"""' """"" y,~ 

0..1oJTI-~ 

l~ '-Ill C. ~ 

Other local, state, and federal organiz.atJous and ·~ \..,. agencies in Iowa and Minnesota are bd ng i.n 'l'i ted to join 
th1s Important work. recycled paper 

Thh p.utner-h•p dkM"t •• cnorduuted b\ tile Di<.kllbOO 'll:lll and 
\\ JterCon....:"f\"JUon Dt!'Mict whKh hJ.., ane\cdl~t relatKln•hlp\\llh 
kx:al propem o\\Tlt'r'l and brmcl"'i rhc hm.1 \.uural HcriLI!(t' 
N'<!nd.uK" P"""" ,peru(® 
J."i'l,lllu: to the d1'>1:ntl Ddno'l 
rn conrdmJtkm ()ffund- =.= 
ra•~JO!( campa1gn' and DriJrd 
publiC t."duouoo P..lftf"ler 
Jgef"lt1t"'>Jadorg.m1Ll110fb •ntheCit:ltl 
\\ uec :\Hunlt' pronde 'f't'CIJI pro­
gram' and contnbutc to the Alltante·, 
!olraltWC for\\Jtel"'iht:dprott.'l1101'l 

~-
10\\A 

~AllJRAL I I£RITA(,E_ 
FOlJJ'>.UAJlO~ 

Fund.mgfunht,~erv.~("lfU\ldt:dbo.l~l"ruted"lult'EnnfUIUl'k.'flul 

Pn.lk'Ctlt)fl r\genC\ The EPA 1~ reo.polb.lblc 
for prO(ecung hunun hl:Jich and che 

t'flnronmt'flt throogh the t..'flforc~l of 
federal Ll\\ ..... llxludmglhc Ck:-.m \\.uer 
.\\.1W~IT1Jporobtc-'l1l\t'hiOrl!\!Oft' 

nd numUin lhc chcm1ul pll\ '3.1. Jnd 
h •lc'!{lcal mtegnr. ,f the rut1 1n" "'· ·er.. 

Th1' pn'>!t'1 1\.b dt>o.eklflt'd .llld produtt.'li 
IY, \\edJnJ., for Iowa. ·~peOJI progrJflll,fthe 

looJ \Jrur.U llenuge f-oondlll)fl ded-::uc'd 
to the prlJ!e(1 1 atd re-~nr.ruonof lo"'•" 
\Jfll•hin~\\t..1land, 
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