A
TREASURE
TO
PROTECT

CLEAN
WATER
ALLIANCE

FOR THE
IOWA
GREAT
LAKES




L T T A A

V)
"\ WATER PROJECT FOR THE [0WA GREAT LAKES

Pmtecﬁﬂg Wat

Million vacatig

Ners each

€ Enjde by

The ecoopc ey

onmental

Permanen|

ies area has fascinated
, fishing, boating and
the Lakes™ attract over
car from several states
esidents as well

1d recreational viability
revolves around water
to protectand enhance

homs™ — algae growth

¢ water to look green

4 blooms can be caused

Through wis management decis ins only neces-

sary autrients and chemigals are

ied to farm-

land: excessivespplications which jollute the water|

are woided.

Wetlands 1 kp phosphorous, nitrogen, and other
gontamin: s before they enter the lakes.

't Quality through Landscape Restoration and Education

by phosphorous in the water which drains into the lakes The goal of the Alliance and its Clean Water Project for
from surrounding residential and agricultural land. This
run-off can also bring sediment and chemicals which

degrade the lakes

the Towa Great Lakes is to enhance lake water quality
for the near future and protect it in the long term, A
project such as this requires time, cooperation and a
great deal of public support

Fortunately lake conditions can be improved. The Clean
water Alliance for the lowa Great Lakes is an action
group of individuals and agricultural, recreational and
environmental groups dedicated to protecting the Towa
Great Lakes through a wide range of special efforts. To
help reduce pollution and ensure clean water the
Alliance focuses resources and expertise on landscape

Public and private contributions and continuous partner-
ships are essential to the success of this project. This
support is rapidly building because the lowa Great Lakes
are a treasure worth protecting. People who have en-
joved these glacial lakes and the prairie pothole region
of lowa are joining the Alliance as partners for clean
restoration and protection as well as information and water
assistance to landowners within the watershed

Conservation tillage on gentle slopes and grass or
terraces on steeper slopes reduce soil erosion and
run-off of contaminants into lake water,

Cleaner lakes provide more enjoyable recreation.

Protecting lake water quality also protects drinking
water sources now and in the future.

Grass filter strips slow running water as it drains
from and, capturing contaminants before they
enter , wetlands or lakes.

Iowa Great Lakes Watershed

The lowa Great Lakes watershed is the area of land that drains into the lakes.|

Size of watershed: 62,300 acres.

Fsimated croplind. 37,175 acres.
Annual visitors to the lowa Great Lakes: over 1,000,000
Estimated value added W the local economy by visitors: $40,000,000

Action Plan

Private involvement and support is essential!
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We believe the Clean
Water Project efforts will be
of direct benefit to land-
owners and land managers in
the Lakes watershed. They
will receive information, ser-

The lowa Great Lakes are a treasure enjoyed by many. We cannot
afford to lose the joys that nature has given.

While government agencies are partners in this effort, agencies
and tax dollars cannot — and should not — do the job alone.
Individuals and businesses that will benefit from this effort must
support it Volunteers and donations are needed:

o for efforts not covered by public funds

L §

vices and planning assistance that will pro-
mote resource protection. As farmers reduce
crop inputs they can also achieve higher
profits. Incentives for land use change will
provide compensation for helping save soil
and protect the lakes. 99

o for matching funds required by some public grants
® (0 monitor water quality and conservation progress
® 1o enlist the support of others.

Please become personally involved in the Clean Water Project for
the lowa Great Lakes. To learn more about how you can support
Orville Berg this project, contact
Chairman, Dickinson Soil and

Water Conservation District o - : . s
S Dickinson Soil and Water Conservation District or

RR Box 5783
Spirit Lake, IA 51360
(712) 336-2604

The Clean Water Alliance is also interested in the public
purchase of wetlands and their adjoining upland

Infe

and ¢ for land s in the

“As a home owner on West
Okoboji, I care deeply about
the future of the lake. The
y Clean Water Project for the
1 lowa Great Lakes is a com-
prehensive and creative effort
to protect lake water quality. This broad-based
Alliance is providing the leadership to improve
the environmental health of the lTowa Great
Lakes area. I endorse this effort 100%. 9

John Goodenow
President, Goodenow
Bancorporation, Spirit Lake

lTowa Natural Heritage Foundation
Insurance Exchange Building, Suite 444
505 Fifth Avenue

Des Moines, IA 50309-2321

(515) 288-1846

watershed will play a critical role in the protection

of water quality in the lakes. This effort will include 0
» Additional soil and water conservation planning

ganizati urrently

+ Dickinson Soil and Water Conservation District

* Towa Natural Heritage Foundation

+ lowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship
* US. Fish and Wildlife Service

» US. Environmental Protection Agency

+ lowa Department of Natural Resources

+ US Soil Conservation Service

* More information on nutrient and pesticide ma

agement
and animal waste management to avoid unnecessary or
excessive applications. Reductions in phosphorous appli-
cation will receive particular atention

Assistance with practices that reduce water run-off from
cropland, such as conservation tillage, contour farming,
strip-cropping, and terraces

* Landowner assistance for wetland restoration and critical
slopes protection
Landowners around the

can better manage their pi

this important work.

akes will also learn how they
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Iy to protect water quality This pannership effort is coordinated by the Dickinson Soil and

Water Conservation District which has an excellent relationship with

local property owners and farmers. The lowa Natural Heritage
Foundation provides special

ment

assistance (o the district
in coordination of fund-

greatly benefit fish and
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1 many other types of
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wildlife. In fact, in lowa and Minnesota over 300 species of
wildlife and an equal number of plant species utilize those

types of habitats strategies
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in the Clean Water Project for the lowa Great Lakes include:

* Inter Lake Protective Association

* Okoboji Protective Association

* Spirit Lake Protective Association

« East Okoboji Lakes Improvement Corporation
* Upper/Lower Gar Protective Association

* Dickinson County Board of Supervisors

Other local, state, and federal organizations and @ ‘
agencies in lowaand Minnesota are being invited to join
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Protection Agency. The EPA is responsible
for protecting human health and the

€0 STa, :
@ environment through the enforcement of
n Y‘i federal laws, including the Clean Water
57' Act whose major objective is to restore
§ and maintain the chemical, physical, and
4 prote” biological integrity of the nation’s waters
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