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DISTRICT ACTIVITIES 
January 

02 - Commissioners Meeting - Election of officers held. Elected were: 

35th An~ual R~port 1980 
IOwa soil conservation District 

Williamsburg 

Greg Misbach, Chairman; Larry Wetjen, Vice-Chairman; Lennis Doehr­
mann, Sec.-Tres.; Robert Faber, Jerald McCaw and Mary R. Welsh, 
Assistant Commissioners. 

09 - Commissioners met with Board of Supervisors, Iowa County 
Engineers & farmers along Keswick Road to encourage incorporation of 
conserv'ation in new road construction. 

10 - Commissioners- met with Representative Phil Tyrrell to discuss 
conservation needs and funding. · 

15 - Trees and Wildlife Information Meeting for farmers with District 
Forester and District Wildlife Biologist. 

15 & 16 -Commissioners Short Course at Ames. 

District Commissioners and Assistant Commissioners: Back row left to right : Commis­
sioners Larry Wetjen and Gregory Misbach; Assistant Commissioners Mary Welsh, Jerald 
McCaw, and Robert Faber. Front ro~ left to right: Commissioners Fred White & Larry 
Beyer. 

/ 

Rhonda Glandorf 

FIELD OFFICE PERSONNEL 
Harry Bryant, District Conservationist 
Ted Oswald, Conservation Technician 

' Millen Sander fe Aide 
Lennis Doehr.m ann, State Clerk; resigned Sept. 25, 1980 
David Dermody, State Aide; resigned Oct. 1, 1980 

22 & 23- Conservation Tillage_ Show in Cedar Rapids 
23 - Agri-Business Luncheon at Roosevelt Royale Hotel. 
2B- Meeting in Williamsburg for farmers on No-till. 

February 
06 - Commissioners attend Resource Conservation Act Training in 

Iowa City. 
19- Commissioners Meeting. 

March 
07 - Region 7 held information Meeting on Resource Conservation 

Act at Amana Holiday Inn. 
18- Commissioners Meeting. 
18- District held Contractors Meeting. 

April 
. 15 - Commissioners Meeting .. 

May 
16 - Conservation Education at Lake Iowa for Williamsburg 6th 

Graders. 
21- Conducted tour for Williamsburg Vo-Ag on "No-tifl farming." 

June 
05- Conservation Tour .for Commissioners and ASC Committee. 
17- Commissioners Meeting. 
17 - North English Group Meeting at North English High School. 

July 
07- Iowa County No-till Tour for farmers in Iowa County. 
08- Meeting for Area 5 District Clerks at Des Moines. 
15- Commissioners Meetin~ at Conroy Park. 

August 
19- Commissioners Meeting 
27 - ACP Development Meeting with ASC Committee. 

September 
25.- Lennis Doehrmann resigned as District Clerk/Sec:-Treas. 

DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS 
Larry Beyer 
David McCartney 
Gregory Misbach 
Larry Wetjen 
Fred White . 

ASSIST ANT COMMISSIONERS 
Robert Faber 

October 
01 ~ David Dermody resigned as State Conservation Aide. 
02- Farm Progress Show. 

SCS Office Staff : Standing left to right: David Dermody, 
State Aide, Millen Sandersfeld, SCS, Aide; Ted Oswald, 
Cons. Technician. Seated left to right: Lennis Doehrmann, 
State Clerk and Harry Bryant, District Conservationist~ 

DISTRICT ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 
1980 

Jerald McCaw 
Mary R. Welsh 

AREA OFFICE PERSONNEL 
Keith Glandon, Area Conservationist 
Ronald Peterson, Civil Engineer 
Kent Rice, Civ il Engineer 
Francis Vos, Civil Engineering Technician 
Kathleen Ohnemus, Area Clerk • 

MAJOR PRACTICES 
Diversion Terraces 
Erosion Control Structures & Ponds 
Terraces & Sediment Basins 
Tile 
Conservation Tillage 

UNIT 
feet 

number 
feet 
feet · 

acres 

. 10,900 
10 

65,550 
:J67, 125 

15,464 

DISTRICT OFFICERS 
Gregory Misbach, Chairman 
Larry Wetjen, Vice Chairman 
Lennis Ooehrmann, Secretary-Treasurer 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday-Thursday 7:30-5:00 P.M. 
Friday- 7:30-4:30 

OTHER SERVICES 
Individuals & Groups Assisted 
Individuals & Groups Applying Prac. 

number 
number 

351 
264 Close<t 12-12:30 

WE WISH TO Tlt.ANK THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE AND BUSINESSES FOR THEIR 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE FINANCIAL SUPPORT OF THE IOWA COUNTY SOIL 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT: -
Advance Drainage Systems 
Donald Baker 
Beyer Farms ( Larry) 
Harry Bryant 
Citizen State Bank 
Colony Market Place 
Donald Dietrich 
Dietrich Earthmoving 
Helen Donahue . 
Elwood Brothers Farm 
Elwood Implement . 
Robert Faber 
Farmers Savings Bank . 
Farmers Trust & Savings Bk 
Dave Fetzer 
Lester Fetzer 
First Trust & Savings Bk 
Gahring Tile & Trenching 
Rudolph Hagen & Son 
Helgeson-Ahrens, Inc. 
David Horras 
I ow a County Farm Serv. 

Iowa County Savings Bk 
James Earthmoving 
'Leo Kelly Company 
Ru'ssell Kinsinger 
Harold Koehn 
Levine Company 
Pauline Lillie 
Harlan Maas 
Marengo Elevator 
John Mal!Cey 
Maxwell Tiling 
David McCartney 
Jerald McCaw 
Meiers Feed 8i Fertilizer 
Larry Miller 
Max Miller 
Rex Miller 

·Gregory Misbach 
Ronald Mohr · 
Morse Farm 
Ned's Feed & Grain 

DISTRICT COOPERATOR AGREEMENTS· 4,883 Acres·· 
Jerald Bernhard Gerald Heath 
Duane Brenneman Bill Jahlas 
Wilton Dunn KMS Farms 
Gary Edwards Kenneth Leichty 
English Valley School · Gerald Mull nix 
Dorothy Fullmer O'Meara Farms 

BASIC CONSERVATION PLANS- 1,029 Acres 
Donovan Bender Roland Dasenbrock 
Jerald Bernard Adelia Hewitt 
Ken Boeke Kenneth Leichty 

·BASIC CONSERVATION PLANS REVISED- 436 Acres 
Iowa Cqunt Farm Marian Marine 

Patrons Mutual 
Charles Pope -

. Larry Quinlan 
Lyle Riggan 
Del Roth 
Millen Sandersfeld 
Clifford Schwarting 
Security Savings Bank 
Shaull's Tractor & Implement 
Harold Sherman 
Arnold Stutzman 
Chris· Swartzendruber 
Swartzendruber Lumber 
T.I.P. 
Thermogas, Inc. 
Mary R. Welsh 
Delmar Wetjen 
Larry Wetjen 
Fred White 
Edwin Yoder 
Paul E.M. Yoder 
Ray L. Yoder & Son 

Robert O'Meara 
· Don Popham 
Arnold Roberts 
Dorothy Schultz 
Gail Steffen 
Jerry Timm 

Don Popham 
Dorothy Schultz 
Jerry Timm 

Gail Steffen 

09- Three-County Soil Judging Contest held at Fred White Farm. 
21 - Commissioners Meeting. · 
22- District Speech Contest. 

November 
06 - Commissioners attend Regional Commissioners Meeting at 

Colony Haus Restaurant in Little Amana. 
10- Iowa-Cedar Conservancy District Ward Election at Tama. 
19 - Annual Soil Conservation Awards Banquet & Commissioners 

Meeting. 

December 
01 & 02 - Annual Conference at Stouffers Five Seasons Hotel in 

Cedar Rapids. · 
04 - Special Commissioners meeting to interview for new District 

c~~ . 
16 - Commissioner Greg Misbach and Disvict Conservationist Harry 

Bryant attend meeting in Iowa City on "Year 2000 program." 

FINANCIAL REPORT : (Fiscal Year 1979·80) 
1M Budget 

Allocation 
Additional Allocation 
Commissioners's Expense 
Office Supplies 
Printing 
Prizes for Contests 
Office Expense 
Meeting Expense 

2M Budget 
Allocation 

TOTAL EXPENDED 
Released 

Additional Allocation 
Clerical and Technician 
Insurance 
Travel 
Equipment & Equipment Maintenance 

TOTAL EXPE~DED 
Released 

REVOLVING FUND 
Balance on hand July 1; 1979 
Receipts· Contributions 
Receipts · Reimbursements 
Disbursements 
Balance on hand June 30, 1980 

3M BUDGET (1978·19791 
Allocation . 
Additional Allocation 
Mandatory Allocation 
Disbursed to Farmers 
Unobligated Funds 

3M BUDGET (1979-19801 
Allocation 
Add itional Ailocation 
Disbursed to Farmers 
Unobligated Funds 

3M BUDGET (1980·19811 
A Uocation 
Add,itional Allocation 
Disbursed to Farmers 
Obligated Funds 
Unobl igated Funds 

Receipts 
s 1.900.00 

80.00 

$21 ,595.00 
673.07 

s 766.16 
2,117.65 
1,084.12 

823.65 

$48,000.00 
22.000.00 
11 ,383 .07 

$54,000.00 
10,000.00 

$75,000.00 
9,650.00 

D isbursements 

s 1,011 .88 
333.69 

15.00 
-266.59 
299.74 

53 .07 
·····or19:97· 
. . .03 
.... "i:9so:ocr 

$16,557,38 
944.71 
114.75 
719.07 

"1!3:335:9"1"' 
3,932.16 

s:E!:2sii:oT 

s 3,144.28 

$80,374.81 
1,008.26 

ss1:Jsio'T 

$63,085.99 
. 914.01 

ss4.ooo:oc>" 

$51 ,181.09 
21,100.00 
12,368.91 

sa4:s.so:aa 



SUCCESSFUL DAY- Executive di­
rector for the Io.wa county agricultur­
al stabilization anti conservation ser­
vice Irene Wetjen said the annual tree 
information day held Tuesday, J an. 15, 
was very successful with many resi­
dents of the county, both rural and ur-

. ban, attending the meeting with state 
forestry and wil~life technicians . Mrs . 

Wetjen said many applications for 
ASCS cost sharing for tree plantings 
were also fi1led out along with the tree 
sale orders from the state nursery. 
Wildlife biologist Robert Kurtt talks 
with the Duane Blon1me family, Vic­
tor, about possible tree plantings on 
their farm. 



TREE INFORMATION - District 
Jorester Robert Hibbs, formerly of Ma­
rengo, talks over information with Ro­
bert Derr, Williamsburg, last Tues­
day,_ Jan. 15, when Hibbs and district 

wiidlife biologist Robert Kurtt were at 
the Iowa county agricultural stabili­
zation a'nd conservation service office 
on their annual swing through the 
county .. The two come to the county · 

/ 

every year to' answer que.sfions con­
cerning tree planting~ and offer tree 
seedlings for scile from the s'ta_te nur-
sery. ' 



OltGANIZE F OR 19,80 - Soil commissioners for the 
Iowa county district met Wednesday, .Jan. 2 at the Iowa 
River PAwer company, Iowa City, for a reorganization 
meeting. Serving on the board this year a re -Larry Wet­
len anrl Greg Misbach 1 both Marengo: Fred White, Par-

nell: Mary Welsh , Williamsburg; Larry Beyer, Maren­
go; .Jerald :McCaw, Williamsburg; David McCartney , 
North English, and behind him, Bob F aber, Parnell. 

. The SCS is one of the promoters of the E astern Iowa Till­
age show sef later ·this month in Cedar Rjlpids. 

) 

r;·----
. · 13BJ he NEWsn~nP.rs cl'f Iowa County Jr~l'rs •• ·Jan. 31. 1980 

NAMED TO SCS STAFF- At the Wed­
nesday, .Jan. 2 meeting of the Iowa 
county soil commissioners, the follow-. 
ing took office: . Larry Wet.i en . Maren­
go, vice president; Lennis Doehr-

m ann, secretary; Greg Misbach, M[a­
rengo, chairman; and Harry Bryant 
continues as the county conservation­
ist. 

• 

. -- - -· ----..:-

GAVEL PASSES- Larry Beyer ru­
, ral Ma~engo, right, passes the g~vel 

for ch~I~an ·of the Iowa county soil 
comm1ssw~ers to Greg Misbach, Ma-

reT,Igo, left. The ceremony took place 
W.ednesday night, .Jan. 2 at the Iowa 
River P ?wer company, Jowa City, at a 
reorgamzatwn meeting. ... · _, 
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Farmers Cite Exp.erien·ces~ 
' .. 

No Till: Farming 1n Th·e Futur~ 
~Y Alan Sieve 

Conservation or rninimum tillage 
has received a lot of interest recently, 
but it appears the extreme in conser­
vation tillage philosophy - no till - will 
be receiving a lot more interest in the 
future. 

"We're going to be pushing it this 
winter," said soil conservation ser­
vice (SCS) county director Harry Bry- . 
ant, Williamsburg. The Iowa county 
agricultural stabilization and conser­
vation service (ASCS) committee is al­
soo1fering payments as an incentive 
for farmers to try no till . 

Two Iowa .county farmers whQ've 
tried no till also offer their support and 
related their experiences to The NpiC. 

Bryant noted the soil conservation 
service's problem It would take 150 
years to protect with permanent struc­
tures.all the land needing erosion con­
trol at the current building rate. How­
ever, if soil erosion continues at the 
current rate~. ·Iowa county's topsoil 
would be gone in about 24 years, he 
said. 

No till farming with contouring, 
howeve·r, would adequately protect 
one-third of Iowa county land that 
needs some erosion control, he con­
tinued, including land up to a 9 percent 
slope. On land up to a 13 percent,slope, 
no . till with terracing would ade­
quately protect the farmlands tempo­
rally would at least cut in half the 
amount of erosion taking place, he 
added noting no till could be used on at 
least half the farmland in Iowa coun- · 
ty. About 3;000 to 5,000 acres in the 
county are· presently being farmed 
with no tillage. · 

Bryant noted cost sharing to try no 
till farming is expected to be forth­
coming from the SCS followi ng the 
next meeting of the legislature would 
probably be instituted next July. . 

"We'll really put the push on in far­
nter meetings this winter," he said, 
with information programs and moral 
support." 

Financing for farmers to try no till is 
being provided by the ASCS. They will 
pay $10 per acre for up to 40 acres for 
the first year. _A farmer can only re- · 
ceive the payment onpe and cannot re­
ceive it if he has alr~ady used no till on 
his own, said ASCS county director 
Irene Wetjen. 

The purpose behind the payments, 
according to material from ASCS is to 
demonstrate a system that "will pre­
vent or reduce pollution from sedi.­
ment and chemically contaminated 
runoff, protect soil from wind and wa­
ter erosion and improve soil perme­
ability." 
~etjen added although some coun­

ties allow payments for minimum till­
age operatio.ns, the Iowa county ASCS 
committee . has decided to only allow 
payments for no till. 

Bryant added he expects SCS pay­
ments which wi11 be in addition to 
ASCS payments, will probably just be 
for no till as well. He cited difficulty in 

. Sf>t t! ng regulations for conservation 
ti11age a r-: the reason. 

He noted also that 90 percent of 
ground 'is being farmed using some 
forms of conservation tillage now, but 
not enough residue is being left to pro­
vide adequate protection. 'Betwee1.1 
2,000 to 3,000 pounds' of residue must be 
left, he_ said. Fr'Om a 150 bushel corn 
crop.. there would be about 9;000 
pounds of residue, he pointed out. 

Bryant added taat an eight county· 
conservation. tillage equipment show 
would be held at the Five Seasons cen­
ter, Cedar Rapids, Jan. 22-23. 

Reduces Investment 
A reduced investment in machinery 

was one reason for Duane Stohlman, 
34, rural Williamsburg, going to no till 
farming when he returned to farming 
tht~e years ago. Stohlman farms 120 
ac " s north. of Williamsburg, rotating 

curn, oats, hay and pasture. 
Rather than investing in a plow and 

disc or chisel plow and disc, he decid­
ed to just invest in a no till planter. 

Jack Tuttle, rural Marengo, who has 
planted with n till for the first time 
this ye·ar, adde(l it saved him two trips 

NO TILL CORN - Duane Stohlman, 
rural Williamstiurg, shows ears of 
corn from his f~ld in back which he 
planted using no tillage. Stohlman has 

over the field with a cultivator disc, · 
over minlimum tillage practices he's 
... 3ed for 'the past eight to ten years. 
Tuttle, 42, farms 580 acres, 350 of which 
is tillable,, with 300 planted in corn with 
·no till and 30 beans planted with mini­
mum till. 

been fanning with no tillage for three 
years and prior to that worked for two 
years for another farmer using no till . 

"I:IME SAVER - Jack Tuttle., rural hind him with no till this year. Doing so 
Marengo, planted_ the field of conGB~~ ,.,. ·· s~-ved hiJm two trips over the field with 

In fuel savings, no till allowed him to 
complete planting with 300 gallons of 
diesel fuel as opposed to 800 gallons he 
had needed when he used convention­
al tillage over ten years ago. ~tohl-

, (Please turn to page 12C) ~ 

I He believes his ~vfeld are comparable 
with other conventional and minimum 
tillage practices. ' · 

a disc, and cut fuel usage to 300 gal-
lons. -· - , . . -- . 



Page 12C, 

No Till 
(Continued from page 5C) 

man also believes his fuel costs are at 
least half what would be needed for 
conventional tillage. . 

Both. men were asked ifmore herb-i­
cide was needed with no till over what 
is used for conventional or minimum 
tillage. They said the only additional 
herbicide -used is paraquat, a "burn 
down'' type herbicide to kill weeds pre­
sent before planting. Other herbicides 
normally . used with conventional or 
rrlinimum tillage are used at the same 
rate with no .tillage, they said. 

Bryant added he believes less herbi­
cides may be needed in the long run 
with no till . When a field is disced, 
weed seeds, buried in past disci'ng 
operations are brought to the surface 
where they can grow, he explained. If 
the soil is undisturb~d, weed seeds are 
not brought to the surface and less her­
bicides would be needed. There are 
studies that now suggest this, he said. 

J'a~ing full -advantage of 
conservation planting. 

He added where some people feel the -
need a heavier herbicide becalllse of 
the residue on the surfac~, he believes 
perhaps more water to give a better 
saturation is needed instead. 

The men were asked how this addi­
tional use of herbicides with no till 
.would square with concerns over pollu-
tion. · 

Paraquat is quite toxic to the user, 
Stohlman and Bryant admitted, but 

- noted it is also completely biodegrad- · 
. able, . losing its effectiveness when it . 
reaches the soil and leaving no resi­
due. 

Bryant added one problem .. with 
chemicals that some people fe ti.l "if a 
little is good, a lot is better,'' a1r1d ad­
vised always following directions . 

Gerald Gogan, Iowa State . UJniver­
sity · extension crop specialist; Cedar 
Rapids added that chemical pollution 
is caused by soil movement and with 
minimum tillage there · is less soil 
movement. 

Gogan also says with no tillage, a 

· Be it mm1mum tillage or no tillage. _ and fuel required .for conservation t illage. 
Either way, it's called conservation tillage Allis-Chalmers builds the planters that 
and it's the way of the future that's here are the leaders in conservation. Fr~om the 
today. company that -pioneered and patented the 

Conservation tillage protects the soil - No-Til planter concept. · 
from erosion and preveots the ru.noff of Ideal' for minimum OJ zero tillage 
valuable fertilizer, insecticides and her- planting. Allis-Chalmers 300 and 333 
bicides. It allows planting at the optimum· planters feature units with more . weight 
time to promote yields ... even if the than ·the popular competitor. 
ground is too wet for pfowing or discing. . Removable-unit gauge wheelsi a choice 
And during dry years, moisture is retained of No-Til coulters and' row-spacing flex-
in the soil by the covering residue. ibility from 15" to 40" make these planters 

Best of all, conservation tillage allows - the perfect match for all types of conserva-
you to double crop. And it saves the time tion tillage. In all types of field conditions. 

SHAULL'S TRACTOR, &'IMPLEMENT 

few insects such as armyworms and 
stalkborers are frequent problems and 
may require more insecticides, but 
Stohlman and Tuttle reported no need 
for more. Stohlman noted he has stock 
cows glean cornstalks which' helps con-
trol insects. ' . 

Stohlman added he uses a tank mix­
ture of paraquat anq atrizine· on sod 
ground that has been in pasture or hay 
the year bfore and paraquat and lasso­
blade on cornstalk land. 
- His tank mixes are custom. applied 
by J and S Farm supply, Williams­
burg, before planting. He noted the 
herbicide could be applied while plant­
ing, that's the way it was done wheri he 
worked for another man doing no till 
farming, but he prefers to do it before 
because it's messy trying to do it at the 
same time _and chemicals are corro­
sive to machinery. 

Stohlman also says he likes to work 
with · fertilizer that builds and main­
tains life in the soil, and uses just a lit­
tle more than the crop takes out. He 

.• - ""-- ---• -

.... _ 

.·Thurs., Sept. ~7. 1979 

. mixes 100 pounds of nitrogen and 100 
pounds of starter in with his tank mix. 

He also rotates his land, on a three 
years corn; one year oats, one year 
hay and one year pasture schedule. He 
farms 120 acres with· 80 acres. in corn 
this -year and 60 usually. 

He describes the yields he gets as 
average: 100 to 125 acres bushels per 
acre with a $60 per acre investment in 
fertilizer and chemicals. "I'm not 
shooting for high yields," he explains, · 
noting nearly all of his corn is fed to 
livestock. 

-He and Tuttle were both asked.how 
they felt their corn looked this year 
compared ·with neighbors and both 
said crops looked comparable. 

Stohlman was also asked about the 
performance of no till on dry years and 
wet years. · 

''No till will come out ahead on a dry 
year, because you don't stir up the 
ground and let the moisture out," he 
said. He noted he had a dry year two 
years ago, and his yields were again 
comparable to neighbors' . . 

Asked how working with no till was 
t this spring, when the ground was wet, 
Stohlma~ said he felt he got into the 
field quicker, because soil was firmer. 
"Guys hav~ been known to plant with 
no till in the rain/' he said. 

Tuttle adds he would recommend 
both no till -and minimum tillage but 
particularly no till on hilly land as 
there is less wash. 

Asked if th~re were any disadvant­
ages with using no till, Stohlman noted 
the weather must cooperate in provid­
ing rain after herbicide is applied. 

1 Otherwise some cultivation will bene-
cessary. "' 

I 
A savings in time is one of the big­

gest reasons Stohlman says he likes no 
till farming, noting it gives him more 
time to spend on managing his cattl~ 

I and hogs. He maintains a stock herd of 
30 crossbred cows which he artifi­
cially inseminates himself and 50 
sows. 

Calves are sold as feeders and about 
half of his hogs farrowed ,are finished 
with the other half sold as feeder pigs. 

"If I'm getting a comparable crop 
with less work, I'm surely keeping 
up," he declares. But, in regard to no 
till, he adds, "Soil conservation: that's 
the big thing years ahead." 
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Behn Is Speaker For 
Conservation Tillage 

Earnest Behn, farmer with Less Tillage," '·ex-
and author from Boone, will .plaining his system. . , 
be one · of the featl_\red F ree tickets are. avmlt-·J /r· 
speakers at the Eastern able at Inany eqml?me~ ~ ;g; 
Iowa Conservation Tillage dealers and USDA offices m ~ 
show at the Five Seasons an eight county are.a sur- ,.. 
Center Cedar Rapids, Jan . ,\ rounding Cedar Rapids . 
22 and '23. 

1 

Behn ha·s 12 years exper- , 
ience using a till-plant sys~ 
tern on ridges. He has had 
top yields with weed con­
trol and savings in time, la­
bor and fuel. 

Behn and his son have 
1,200 acres of corn and soy­
beans using no tillage prior 
to planting. , 

Both the Buffalo till sys- , 
tern and a John Deere Max­
emerge planter have been 
used by Behn while plant­
ing on six inch ridges. 

Behn has also written a 
book entitled "More Profit 

E~stem Iowa Conservation 
Tillage Show .. . 

Earnest Behn, farmer 
and author from Boone, Ia. 
will be one of the featured · 

1 

speakers at the Eastern Ia. 1 

Conservation Tillage Show 
to · be held at the Five 
Seasons Center in Cedar 
Rapids on Jan. 22 and 23. 

Behn has 12. years of ex­
perience using a till-plant 
system on ridges. He. has 
had consistent top y1elds 
with excellent weed control 
and huge savings in time, 
labor and fuel. . 

Behn and his son have 
1200 acres of corn and .soy­
beans using no tillage prior 
to planting. Much of Be~'s 
soil is a black, heavy, s11ty 
clay .loam, which many 
farmers say should be 
moldboard plowed. Yet his 
yields have been very high 
and his costs low through­
out his 12 years experience 

Both the Buffalo Till Sys­
tem and a JD Max-emerge 
planter have been 1ised by 
Behn while planting on 6" 
ndges. 

Behn has also written a 
book entitled "More Profit 
with Less Tillage." The 
book explains his system in 
detail in simple language. 

The Eastern Iowa Con­
servation Tillage Show will 
begin at 6 pm Tues., Jan. 22 
and conclude Wed., even­
ing Jan. 23. 

F ree tickets are 
available at many equip­
ment dealers arid USDA of­
fices in an 8 county. area 
surrounding Cedar Rapids. 

IOWA COUNTY ADVERTISER Williamsburg, Iowa Wednesday January ~3. 1980 

~----------~-~-------~, 
I ATTE"D A MEETI"a ·o" "o-1 
I TILL FfiRMI"Ci I" . I 
·I • I I WILLIAMSBORG-CITY HALL'' I 
I Jfi"OfiRY 28 • . 1980 I 
I --1:30PM I 
1 ·I I . . 
I HEAR WHA~:10WA COUNTY FARMERS WHO HAVE I 

' I TRIED IT HAVE TO SAY- HEAR ABOUT INSECT AND I 
·1 THEIR CONTROl - HEAR ABOUT WEED CONTROL & I 
·I APPLICATION. PROCEDURE- HEAR HOW YOU CAN I 

I CUT SOIL" LOSSES · .. . . : . 11 

I 
I SPOHS~RED BY: IOWA COUHTY SOIL CONSERVATIOH DI$TRICT 
I I 

-------------------_,~~1 12'till k J' ' . 
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Incorporates Erosion Control Into Road 

Get ·Twice The u·se · Of The Tax Dollar 
By Kevin Blind 

On the western edge of Iowa county, 
what has been called an innovative ex- ·· 
periment is nearing completion. It In- . 
vol ves the incorporativn of soil con­
servation structures in the construc­
tion ·of a public roadway. 

Those involved with the construc­
tion of the V road and the erosion con­
trol structures were generally en­
thused with the idea and termed' the 
project a way for people to get double 
use out of their tax dollars. 

Local support and belief in the pro­
ject was high enough that the plans for 
the road were taken to W asltington, 
D.C. , by Ron Gahring, Williamsburg, 
as an example of the double use of tax· 
dollars. His efforts resulted in chan- · 
ges in rules governing the use of fede­
ral soil conservation funds. 

Logical Road 
The supervisors spent $50,000 in 

federal revenue sharing funds on the 
soil conservation projects along the V 
road. They committed the $50,000 to 
such a use in December, 1977 follow­
ing a public hearing, but at that time 
the V road wasn't singled out as · the 
road on which the funds would be used. 

According to the then supervisor 
chairman Ed Shima, the commitment 
of these funds only stated that they 
would be used in conjunction with sec­
ondary roads. 

"As time went on the V road logical­
ly fell in," said Shima. 

Shima said the commitment of these 
fund_s was done as an example to the 
people of the county, the state and the 
federal government. "We have a situ­
ation not only in Iowa county, but in the 
state and the nation, where not enough 
is being done in terms of soil conserva-
tion," said Shima... · . · 

He also said that soil conservation 
has traditionally been ignored when it 
came to road ·construction; and. many 
times he said construction of a road 
creatd more problems with soil ero­
sion. So the money was committed. 

"At tha t point Bernie (Elwood) and I 
went into office, there was no question 
that the V :road would be the next 
road, ' '.· sa id Shima, in terms of road 
construction in the county. The A road 
had just been paved, and the V road 

· had a high priority also by the previ­
. ous board of supervisors. 

· Since the V road was the next to be 
graded and the cooperation of farm­
ers in the soil conservation efforts was 
there, the entire $50,000 committed to 
soil conservation was .spent on the V 
road projects. 

- Cooperation 
Cooperation was an important fac-

. tor in the success of the project. Dis­
trict conservationist for the Iowa coun­
ty soil conservation service.. Harry 
Bryant, said none of the erosion con­
trol structures were forced on the 
farmers in the area. "The farmers had 
to want it." 

The agreement between the county 
and the farmer stated that the county 
would install the erosion control sedi­
nlen t basins along the road at no cost to 
the farmer, but the farmer agreed to 

. maintain the devices after they were 
built. 

WORKED OUT NICELY - This wet 
pond of the Orville Bloethe farm, Vic­
tor, worked out well, according to Har­
ry Bryant, soil conset~ation service 

MOWS AROUND DRY. POND - A 
farmer mows hay around one of the 1~~ 
dry ponds built along the V road as par1~ 

director, since Bloethe had been con­
sidering putting in a wet pond in the 
-area before the~ V road construction 
was decided. Most of the time, Bryant 

of an innovative experiment to incor­
porate erosipn control into the con­
struction of roads. Th~ commitment to 

As it turned·out, seven dry ponds and · 
two wet ponds were installed on the . 
north half of the construction project, 
and five dry ponds and another two wet Bryant admits that a couple more half of the road he estimated cost in ex-
ponds on-the south half are now being erosion control structures could have cess of $10~000 together. 
built. been built along the road had the farm- · The question one might raise is what 

Another erosion control technique - · ers been interested. but overall he said did this work add to the cost of build-· 
used on the road was the installation of they ha d really good cooperation with ing the r oad as opposed to what it 
ti-le lines across the roadway in every the fa rmers. might have cost if it were built with 
waterway. Construction Costs conventional methods? Those in-

Bryant said cooperation was so good The dry and wet ponds were in- vovled with · the planning and con-
that some farmers have added to what stalied at no cost to the farmer with the struction of the road don't think it in-
vas started by planning fur ther ter- tab being picked up by the county gov-· creased the cost of construction at all . 
rae~~- . ~r;Ji . :lt;ft\m~nt, t>~~ins,.iq .their: . t::rnme~t Bryant}ig;u_!e~ tha! th~ \~et. ~. •· .... B .. X:¥finf. ~?i4Jpe).IJ.Stfll.l,c:rfi?n . 9

1
f, .th~ . 

He!d'~ 11}1hiU trtm-a t fil: ~ttr.i Ctttres-alo.ttg-.. · ponds J}robM.l-t ~<eost'9i)(nH:•$4,'(ffiO..~c~: .. .t .. • ·urir ·anch.v-et -potnls·rt:<dttce'd:tne s tte·of 
the road. _ · while the seven dr y ponds on the notib the culverts necessary to handle the 

·said, it doesn 't make a difference 
whether a dry or wet pond is built so 
the decision is left up to the farmer. 

the experiment was made by the coun- · 
ty supervisors in 1977. 

water runoff, and in some spots, · he 
continued, it eliminated the need for a 
culvert entirely. 

E ven though water contn)l struc­
tures such as culverts were either re­
duced in size or eliminated reducing 
the cost of conventional costs of build.; 

,ing the road, county engineer Frank 
Cmelik says other things had to be 
done which wouldn't have had to be 

••.. d,q~e ~f tha .r-oaq. ~ep~ .. ~wl.~ .. \h~ .. tra~~ 
• · · tim<al way: ·· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

(Please turn to page lBC): 



V Road 
(Continued from page 3C) 

He continued that a dry pond may 
have reduced the culvert necessary 
from an 80 ihch culvert to maybe a 20 
inch one, but in other places things 
were done where,"with traditional road 
construction, nothing would have had 
,to have been done. 

Wbere dry and wet ponds were built, 
10 foot berms were built to prevent the 
water from seeping into the road 
grade. In other areas, higher grades 
were necessary and vertical curves 
were changed to allow for proper con­
~truction of the soil erosion struc-
tures. . 

"If you add evei:ything together, I 
question that we saved any money," 
said Cmelik, "but I don't think it cost 
any more. " · -

This is where the proponents of this 
road construction system ~laim they 
got double use of the tax dollar. "It 
didn't cost the taxpayer any more to 
build the road," said Bryant. 

''Besides, we got some erosion con­
trol," he added. 

The Iowa County Farmer 

Gahring then too.k the V road pla~s to 
the federal soil conse.rvation office in 
Washington and successfully lobbied 
for a change in .the rural clean water 
act guidelines, which seek to stop non­
point pollution, and a change in the 

· funding through the resource conser­
vation and development act. 

As a result of his visit, Gahring says 
the federal government now requests 
that such conservation practices be 
implemented in road construction 
where ever possible .. 

Because of the wording of Uie re­
source conservation and development 
act when it finally became law, Gahr-

- iilg Said the funding through this act 
was limited to private lands only. This 
did away with any possibility of the 
funds being used on public roadWays 
he explained. He also successfully lob­
bied for a change in this wording. 

The First Time 
This is the first time Bryant has ever · 

incorporated soil conservation struc­
ttlres into the complete reconstruction 
of a road. "We were really enthused 
and happy to try to do this," said Bry­
ant. 

Cmelik also was rather pleased with 
the resul~s. He said the major benefit 

probably .went to the farmer in bold­
ing the soil on his land from fast storm 
runoff, but he said the project also had 
benefits for the road. 

t _ . 
"It helped ·the road by stopping the 

Thurs., Sept. 27, 1979 
gullies;" said Cmelik. This ·had a sta­
bilizing . effecf of the roadway fore~ 
slopes and ditches. "For everybody in­
volved, it was a good deal," he con­
cluded .. 



CUT SOIL LOSSES - Howard W~bb 
Ladora farmer , has completed a three 
year program to re-design a hilly 
fa rm, southwest of Ladora, for more 
corn production and stop water tun-
oft . 

/ 

HOWARD WEBB 

·I-

;I:'. 
l I _: f -- By Doris McCartney - Service and the agricultural stabili 

1

' 

Howard Webb. Ladora, has ream-/ ~ion conservati~. serviee, they ru 
structed a hilly piece of land with soil · completed many -Improvements. , 
conservation·practices in tbe last three Installed were 12,050 feet in 1 
years. - ... · . · · ~- races and sediment basins and 20~ 

r~ The Webbs· wilr oe. ·named owner- feet of waterways and terraces on 
- operator winners of this year' s sQiJ .... farm. · -

1 co_pservation service Eitation tot: work - fn addi tion, the Webbs have f)( 
· on tHis land: · .:: ~ . ' . ~ · practicing · conservation tillage i 

- .. After the -'deatn"b this late father-in- eontguring. . .. . . .: ~ 
. law, Clark Schafbuch the Webbs . in- · Webb signed on as a soil conser 

erited the 121 acre tract in Pilot town- ti on cooperator in-1971 and "is a beli 
ship, noryJlwt:s~- of Williamsburg. He er in aiming to preve~t soil ~off1 
had been renting the land seven years. In 197~, they established 11 tlle ~ 

With. owne!VUp, the. Webbs began--.· _Jets and three terraces, building · 
land improvements. ~ . eventually to 13 tile outlets . 

Since 1976 th..ey have sj>ent $24,000 in-< .. . They have 12. outlets on the lli1 
modifying _the .s_teep hills.: = an cniiount slope, installed after a crop of hay ~ 
eq~ the. value- or·me land'. ~: ·: . - - . harvested. . 
-_The _farm horise aDd a plot. ofgrOuird -:-~ , A-crop rotadon plan is in effect on 

bas . been ~old of( to the ~im- Recht:: ~~ farm on a two year row: «:_rop and • 
fert1_gs, Maren~. ·. · years of alfalfa and oats ratio, wl 

7 f"n~ ~ ~h rf nrnqrflm<: n.nth 



ARE COMMISSONERS - Iowa 
eounty soil conservation service 
board members attended the East­
ern Iowa Tillage show J <.fn. 26 at the 
Five Seasons center. Cedar Rapids. 
St'~ltcd. left to right are: Greg Misb­
aeh. Larry Wetjen. both Marengo: 

·robert Faber. Parnell: back row: 
Fred White ~ Parnell: and David 
McCartney. North English : Not pic­
tu-red are assistant commissioners 
Larrv Bever and Andy Rowe. both 
Marengo.· · 
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CONTOURS AND--ROTATES _-_: Acrei· o( ro_rn are ~ tbe foregrouiutls J!asture land w~Ic.'; in ye-ars to COlf?e. - .ge'n:"s s'oil conservatio_n efforts . Hagen has ren~ed the 
separated by grass waterways and contour lines on the- · Will be converted- to_ c~opland whil~the-_cropland Wil t" · lana from Buhrman smce 1964. - _ -::6 ~ - _ 

Ed Buhrman farm located_ about-a mile west of Conroy._ one day_ b~rtie pasture in_ ~uhrman and Willard Ha- · -~-:;,~ - --_- . · · --: -
-. • . - : • :_< - • .. 

How-a· r:·d_· ~W:'"e_~-bb- ~I~ : :: :~~: ~~:-~I:::-~ . -~~e~~~\i~Toft~~,ll:~~}~,-~~ 
- • • -:;· - - -f'' "'.£~'<.::;_·;-~ :~_.y• . washmg through-the-'cofji~ffefd~-;~: ~~: 

- - ~-.J · ~--- .- .,~ • w. _ With- _ the- land imp~veinent~· • .:? the -
· ~Continued from page 6(;}-.. _ -~ _ · .. - _Webbs have 320 acres· in_t_heir--~pera~ 

maintaining _the ·- steeper slopes Jlt'~.:-~ tion, of which Z62 acres are planted in · 
rrass. ·. _ . .,_ _ - " · _. _ -- _ corn. The remaining acres are. in di-

In some instances-,.:terraces were~ -~ · vereted crops, grass and oats . ..... ? ~~ . -7-

stalled on an 18 percent grade. _ -- ~-: --.. - ~ - t\"s a cattle feeder ,-Webb converts his 
· With a. six ro~ C<?rn pl~ter,- Webb~!-... -- . CO!lt in\O ~nimal ~ations on-his: ho~e 
pleased Ul the spnng with -the-_pracn~·.; = • place a mile soulli of Ladora. -'=-~ .-- · · 
c~l way ofhaqdli!Jg ~~-~P planti~~ -,_,~ __ Mis.. Webb' _i& ~:for~er w.Dean 

· w1th the redestgru~g .. :"'~- _.~.;-- ~ .. -:::.- -7-~- ~ Schafbucb. -~~ ·, -_--:.:-;_-:._-- · · -~- · · _-

INVESTED IN IMPROVE~IENTS 
The Howard Webbs, Ladora, will 
cited for land improvements on 
farm, southeast of Ladora, where tb 
have invested a long-time progr am 
tiling, terraces and crop rotation. 

,1' 



Iowa-Cedar Photograph Laild To 
Conservancy Help Set Priorities 
F. ,. ' PI Iowa land is being photo- It's a quick, easy way to . 1 n a 1-ZeS an graphed from the sky at monitor land use changes.

1
· 

least once every 18 days. You can spread_ several . 
Public participants in the This . photog~aphy has years of multi-county ar.ea i 

Iowa-Cedar River Basin been gomg on smce 1973. as photos on a table top to com­
are moving ahead with a a result of the cooperatiOn pare them, he says. ~The . 
plan designed to deal with of sev~ral state and federal floor spac;e of a good s1zed 1

1 the basin's soil and water agencies. T~e, purpose of room might have been , 
management problems th~ J?~Otos Is to help set need~ t!' look. at tbe· same! 

The plan was developed pnor1t1es for Iowa land use. are~ u~mg airplane pho-
by the Iowa-Cedar River Each frame of the tos. 
Conservancy District advi- satellite photos records the. . . 
sory committee with staff land cover - buildings, TJle Iowa program is co­
assistance from the Iowa forests and crops - over ordu~ated by the Remote i 
D, )partment of Soil Conser- 12,700 square miles. That's Sensmg Laboratory of the 
v Jtion. ·When implement- an area 112 miles wide and Iowa Geological Sunrey, 
ed, the plan will offer a 112 miles long. Iowa City. Other organiza­
n:teans ~or solving the ba- · The~e photos comb· d tions partic~pating in the 
sm's soil and water man- with,..~ .'. me program .Include the 
agement pro~lems on a lo- ports ~~~:t~r~~:a~~~~ i~: College of Ag~cult~re, l 
cal, hyd~ologiC and water- to a mini-computer d Iowa State ~mvers1ty, 
shed basts. k . . . an Iowa Conservattbn Com- ~~ 

Such water manage- rna e It posstble to ac- mission, and the state de-: 
ment nlans are an out- curately asses~ la~d use. partments of . agriculture I 
~rowth. of the !owa Conser- low~ State umv~rsity ex- soil conservation and tran~ 
, . ., nry Act. That legislati!ln ~ll~~~n :x~~Y~~~~a?~ral~ sporta_tion. Th~ state office J 
~'"'eated conservancy dts- · d fr·- · . om of the U.S. Soil Conserva-f 
tict~ a legal enti ties of ~~~~~ggi ; :: a~ ~~c~~~f~~~~ tion Service al~o works with 1. 

~t~f,e . .rovernment ;st~- sessment o f la nd use t~ese -groups. ~ -- f 
ohs~ed alo_ng the sta.te s SIX change over time. 1 

ajor dramage basms. ~ · , ~ 
Each conservancy dis- :::":1C: ; 

trict 1s charged by the law PI t• J ·, 
with responsibility for de- au lng rees 
velopmg a water manage- · •. 
ment plan fo r its basin Can Save Sotl 
area. The Iowa-Cedar is the . 
first such plan to be com- Planting trees in ·well 
p lete~. . managed wo.odlands can be 
. Thirty-five county . re- profitable and it helps save 

source coordinating com- soil, according to Iowa's 
mittees within the basin state iorester. 
wert:: involv~d _in a series of Gene Hertel .encourages 
public meetmgs that began landowners - to consider j ~ 
in the fall of 1975 to assess planting · trees on soils 
water management prob- where erosion is a serious , 
lems. Sub~quent efforts problem. Each year Iowa l 
were culminated last Octo- loses 20,000 acres of wood­
her w~en the statt; soil con- land, according to a recent 
servation committee ap- U.s-. Forest Service ·sur­
proved the proposed plan. vey. 

Tbe Iowa-Cedar Conser- -------.;~-­
vanc:y Dis&ric~plan calls for plan. 
continued citizen ~nvo~ve- Exper-ience gained in the 
~~f!t to. develo~ pnorit~es, Iowa-Cedar planning pro-
·mJtlate water shed 1m- cess will benefit the other 
P!OVemea&sand_J!rOvide as- five conservancy districts 
Sls&aJli:e iu carrymg.out re- when they start tQ develop 
lated conservation work. their own plans. · 

. Co~nty resot~rce coo.r- Acres of prime agricul­
dmati!J.g committees wtll turalland converted tonoJ;l­
help l~plement the Pl.an agricultural u-ses are easily · 
ana. wtll work· c!ose~y wtth d~tennined using- this sys­
adv~so~y committees, sub- tem,· the ISU agronomist . 
basm . boards, wat~rshed notes. In addition, the ef- ! 
co~~~~~~; ~-9~· ~):·~w.tr.;f~·Mselected".~~·~~ 

. ~erv~~·.ttr~M~:~~·.tt1t>!.: .. P'ractrces on· ~ros1~rl'caii'oe l 
[!1. are the .. overaH- oasm mea$Ured. 

The Iowa County Farmer fhurs., Sept. 27, 1979 

. ·~).1.~ :t . 

'cliECKS. STANDPIPE .:.._ District con- district soil conserva tion office was n~ ­
~erwationist ·Harry: Bryant ·checks i ~ponsible for desig~ng the soil con~erv,a­
standpipt\Jn the dry pond in'stalle4 on the; tion str,uctures along the ro~d . . 
~!re_nc~ -~-~ohb~~~~- farm; Victor. Th __ e _ _ 



· By Kevin Blind 
About a mile west of Conroy rows of 

corn, 140 acres worth, iollow the lay of 
land with rolling hills. In a couple 
years this cropland will be. turned into 
pasture, while other pasture land on 
the farm is converted to crops. 

This process of contouring cropland 
· and periodically converting cropland 
to pastureland and vice versa has been· 
carried on by Ed Buhrman since 1942, 
shortly after he purchased the 267 acre 
farm. In 1964 Buhrman began to ease 
himself into retirement, ·so that year 
Willard Hagen, who owns another 
farm near Buhrman's, began renting 
Buhrman's land and continues to do so. · 
Hagen also continued Buhrman's 
practices. 

"I wouldn't let him do anything 
else," said Buhrman with a laugh as he 
emphasized his belief in contouring as 
a soil conservation method. Of course 
Buhrman bad a willing cooperator in 
carrying on his soil conservation when 
Hagen began to rent the farm. 

"I'm a believer in it, too," SC}id Ha­
gen. Hagen also practices almost the 
same conservation techniques on the 
160 acres he owns further west of Buhr­
man. 

Contouring 
Contour farming is a fairly simple 

conservation practice which doesn't 
involve a large capital outlay to ac­
complish. All it involves is following 
the lay of the land when the crop is 
planted. . 

On hills, the farmer plants around 
the hill following the hills contour. 
Leaving grass waterways is another 
in:tportant facet of the contouring 
method. All of this simply slows the 

--~ water runoff from the f~elds fo~lowing 
_ a rain and keeps the top sod from 

1 washin~ away with the water run~~f.:._ 

Of course contouring, according to 
Buhrman and Hagen, is not without its 

, limitations. Contouring almost al­
ways leaves the fanner with a lot of · ' 
short rows, said Buhrman. When he 
first began the practice of contouring,. 
farm machinery was small so the short 
rows didn't bother the farmer. 

Since then, however, machinery-has 
grown considerably in size as has the 
size of many "farms. Contouring slows 
down the farmer because of these 
short rows and the rows keep the large 
machinery from operating ' at .full ' 
capacity, according to Buhrman. · 

In more recent years, another con­
servation pra~tice has evolved which 
eliminates the short rows. TIJis prac­
tice ··involve the · construction of 
thousQilds of tof terraces along hills 
coupled with iment basins and field 
tile which dirj!tt ground water under­
ground before it runs over the top soil. 

However, Buhrman and Hagen don't 
.have ~ny plans to change their conser­
vation practices from contouring to 
terraces. First of all the two poi..nt out 
the large monetary investmeltt>~y'd 
have to make to convert to"1edaces ­
and •diment basins. Secondly,as Ha­
g(m points out, "The land's been doipg 
real good with this contouring." · 

So he plans to keep on OOU'g it. -
Rotation 

Contour farming isn't the only co& 
servation practi'ce they perform orithe 
'g~;ound. They also ·believe in the value 
of,· converting cropland back to pas­
ture. · 

. , Buhrman said they usually plant 
their land in crops for about tliree 1 

years in a row, then seed it down for 
pasture. Ground that has been con­
verted to pasture they leave undis­
turbed for at least three years and 
sometimes up to six years. 

As. a result of this practice, this year 
they-are fanning 140 acres of corn and 
35 acres of oats. The remainder of the 
267 acres is pasture planted with a 
combination of. -alfalfa, clover 
timothy, alsfke clover and brome. ' 

The idea behind conver~ng crop­
land to pasture periodically is to re-

, tu rn nutrient~ to the soil according to 
Buhrman. However, with the cost of 
operating farmland these days, Ha­
gen doesn't leave the pasture land idle 
with no use gotten out of it. Hagen also 
raises beef, and as Hagen says the pas­
ture has certainly helped him out in 
providing feed for the ·cattle. - · 

.._It's always been real good pas­
ture," aid Hagen. " (The beef have) al- ­
ways bad &ood eating." 

' . . 
1940 and 'has contoured the cropland 
and rotated the cropland with pasture 
since 1942 . . He joined the Iowa county 
soil conservation district as a co­
operator in 1950. 

--- ----------~---

Buhrman also fed cattle from the 
pasture land when he was operating 
the farm. At first he maintained a cow­
calf herd, but he later changed to rais­
ing feeder calves. . · . 

The Results 
As a result, Buhrman says his con-

. servation practices over the years 
have increased the yields and put the 1 

land in better shape. 
His-best example to back up his re­

sults is one hill on the farm whose soil , 
was so poor when be took over the en- , 
tire hill was red In color. '.'You couldn't 
even plow i&,'~ exClaimed Buhrman. 

Now, ~he hill ian't.~rea with black 
top soil, admittetllJUliirian,· but it has 
turned to a richer, deep color. 



. SAVING THE SOIL- The soil conservation service es-
timates this system of tile lines and terraces will cut soil f loss in half when it is completed on the. Russell Colling­

, :.wood fann, three miles west of Williamsburg. The sys­
. tern ·~onsi~ts o! three terraces in ~he main water way to-

tf:ling 2,300 feet of terracing and seven intakes along 
wjth about 3,000 feet of tile. The construction is being 
funded on a cost sharing bas~ with the agricultural sta-
bilization and conservation- ' · --~ with engin~~in.J1 
done by the SCS. -

/ 
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Annual Awards Banquet Held 

By Doris t\1cCartney 
Soil conservation awards were pre­

sented at the annual banquet, Mpn­
day, Nov. 19, at the Colony Market 
Place, South Amana, by the Iowa coun­
ty district commissioners. 

Named as the winner of the owner­
operator division were the Howard 
Webbs, Ladora, for work completed on 
their 121 acre farm, northeast of their 
home farm. · 

On the rolling ground, the Webbs 
have ~stablis-hed crop rotation plans, 
installed many tile outlets, grassed 
waterways and modified the rolling 
land for increased corn production 
during the last three years. W£>bb sign­
ed on as a cooperator in 1971. 

Land improvements on the farm 
have been $24,000 with some cost shar-
ing received. · . 

Ken Boeke and his wife, Deanna, 
rural Deep River. were cited as new 
cooperators for practices established 
on their 160 acre farm west of MillerS·· 
burg. · 

Boeke, who is farming an addition<.~ .! 
240 rented acres. has been district co­
operator for the last three years. ' 

His conservation practices include~, 
.6 acres of grassed waterways esta- · 
blished ·last year; a pond built in 1976 . 
and a grade stabilization structure 
built last year. 

He has installed l ,845 feet, does con 
tour farming and strip cropping. 

An innovator. Boeke also has piped 
water from the pond to the hog facili · 
ties, in a former barn, as a water con 
servation measure. · 

Landlord-Tenant 
Ed Burhmann, who lives west of 

Conroy, and Willard Hagen, rural Ma­
rengo, won the landlord-tenant award 
for soil saving measures on the 270 
acre farm in Hilton township. 

SUPPORTS /CONSERVATION 
Wendell Simonson, Oxford, Johnson 
county conservation officer, spoke on 
the Williams native prai rie and a t rip 
on the Milwaukee railroad, which he 
taped and filmed before the reeent 
closing of the line in this area. Simlon­
son was the featured speaker at the 
Monday, Nov. 19 soil conservation 
awards banquet at the Colony Market 
Place, South Amana. 

Burhman has been a cooperator 
since 1950. Strip cropping and a uni­
que contour plan are features of the 
award winning operation. 

Harry Bryant, county conservation­
ist said the farm plan was terrific 
since it was so well maintained so 
many years. 

Awards 
Plaques and citations were given' by 

DaVid McCartney, North English; 
Larry Beyer and Larry Wetjen, both 
rural Marengo, commissioners. Greg 
Misbach, rural Marengo, chaired the 
a'fards meeting. 

Marcia Wehner, of the Williams­
burg Community school district, a fifth 
grade teacher, spoke on the weekend 
Iowa teachers conservation workshop 
at Wyoming. · 

"Cameras in the Classroom'' was 
the topic of the study with teachers tak­
ing pictures and developing their ne­
gatives for their records. 

Environmental studies included 
other related subjects. 

Native Prairie 
Wendell Simonson, Johnson county, 

conservation officer, Oxford, spoke on 
the Williams native prairie near Ox­

, ford and a trip on the Milwaukee rail-
road before it shut down earlier this 

r year to observe the conditions of the 
1 land along the route . r--·--···----. 
I 
l 
I 

a 
A 30 acre plot, six miles west of Iowa 

City, has been purchased by the state 
conservation to preserve the Williams 
native prairie. 

"Early explorers p1 obably found all 
of low a in a sea of grass similar to this 
tiny plot," Simonson notes. 

"Here there are sounds of wildlife, 
yet many moods through the seasons. 
Song sparrows, bird nests, quail or 
pheasant prevail. 

"In spring, Sweet William, Queen 
Anne's lace, and the bleeding heart are 
a few of the blossoms springing up." 

Simonson has taken slides over three 
years at the site, enough for a ten min­
ute slide show. He has served as an 
Iowa conservation officer 27 years Jn 
that area. 

Speech Winners 
Soil conservation speeclies, entered 

by Jeff Folkmann. Iowa Valley FFA 
student, and Char Les Heitman, Wil­
liamsburg high school student, who ~ 
placed first and seco_nd in the county , 
event, were given for the program. 

Miss Heitman advanced to 'the re- ' 
gional contest, winning a merit award . 

Folkmann, who elected not to go to 
the regional event, was in Kansas City ' 
at the national FFAconference, where 
he competed in an extemporaneous 

_ spea,king event as the Iowa winner. 
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PRI!:SENTED CONSERVATION 
A WARDS - Iowa county farmers cit­
ed for soil saving ·practices at the 
annual awards banquet sponsored by 
the Iowa county soil- conservatjon dis­
trict Nov. 19 at Colony Market Place, 
Sputh Amana, are left to right, ~oward 
Webb, Ladora, owner-operator; Ken-

neth tsoeke, Deep 1t1ver. new coopen..t­
tor; and Ed Burhman, landlord. who 
with hi_§ tenant, Willard Hagen, rural 
Marengo, not present for the photo­
graph, won that division. A complete 
article ori the program will be publish­
ed in the next issue of The Farmer by 
The NEWSpapers of Iowa county. 
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Area banks which helped sponsor 
the awards banquet are Security Sav­
ings and Farmers Trust and Savings, 
Williamsburg; Farmers Savings, 
North English; Farme'rs Savings, Vic­
tor; Iowa County Savings, Marengo; 
Citizens State, Belle Plaine; and Well­
man Savings· bank. 

Other Iowa county district commis­
sioners are F red White, Parnell; and 
assistant comrvissioners are Robert 
Faber, Parnell; Mary Welsh and Jer­
ald McCaw, both Williamsburg. Miss 
Welsh gave the dinner invocation. 

On the soil conservation staff areal­
so Ted Oswald, conservation techni­
cian, North English; David Dermody, 

. state aide, Parnell; Millen Sanders­
feld, aide, Williamsburg; and Lennis 
Doehrmann, clerk. 

CITED FOR SOIL IMPROVEMEt;NTS - Recognition 
for improved land improvemen_tf. were given by the 
Iowa county soil conservation district, Monday, Nov. 
19, to left to right, the Howard Wepbs, Ladora, owner­
operators; the Kenneth Boekes, Deep River, new co­
operator; and Ed Burhman, ruralMarengo, landlord. 
Burhman's tenant, Willard Hagen, rural Marengo, was 
not present for the award presentations. 



peech winners 

'leave soil etter' 
By AI Swegle 

Gazette form editor 

CORALVILLE_:____ Alan Parmater, 
15, of La Porte City. was named the 
top soil conservation speech winner 
in region seven at the annual fall 
contest at the Carousel Restaurant in 
Coralville Wednesday evening. 

"We in the world have received 
an inheritance - the soil - and it is 
our bound duty to leave it better 
than we found it," Parmater said in 
his a~ard-winning speech. 

Io~a farmers presently are losing 
topsml at the rate of 1 inch every 12 
years,. Parmater said. If present 
tr~nds c~ntinue , the 9 inches of top­
soil left m the state will be gone in 
100 years, he added: 

"If farmers till their soil up and · 
down the hillside, the soil will be 
gone in 36 years. If they farm on the 
contour, the soil will last 72 years. If 
they leave residue on the fields the 
soil will last 136 years. If they adopt 
no.-tHlage techniques, the soil will 
last· 2,224 years, which is long 
ffftough for the soil to renew itself." 

Second place 
The second place winner in the 

contes~ was Mary Blanchard, 14, 
daY,fthter of Mr. and Mrs. Lynn 
Bl~chard of Iowa City, who 
c icized farmers for having "naive 
a bivalence." 
. "Naive refers to someone acting 
mnocently," Blanchard said. "Ani­
bivalence refers to the attitude that 
one should do something but 
doesn't. " 

Besides criticizing· soil erosion, 
Blanchard attacked farmers who in­
discriminately use chemicals, noting 
that U.S. farmers apply chemicals at 
~ rate of 40 million tons per year. 

These chemicals don't automati­
Uy self-destruct," B1-«ncnard said. 
Blanchard said the nation should 

be more concerned about the loss of 
s about the energy crisis . 

. "Li.ke tfe., inderella story, the be­
WJtchmg hour is fast approaching," 
Blanchard $ill~ . "Let's hope the mon-
ster of soil erosio.tl will meet its 
death in a pool of water behind a ter­
race." 

The third place winner was Jack 
Schlichting, 17, son of Mr. ami Mrs. 
James Schliclrting of Muscatine who 
said the nation's topsoil is eroding at 
the rate of 2 bushels of soil for every 
bushel of com produced. 

Schlichting said he favored zon­
ing laws to limi urbanization of ·' 

prime farmland, adding:' "It's hard to 
farm on concrete." 

The merit award, presented to a 
promising ninth-grade student ' was 
given to Char Les Heitman', 15, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harlan 
Heitman of Williamsburg. 

ing she optimistically said the two 
disasters - cancer and soil erosion ; 
- could be wiped · out in our life­
time. 

" If we forget all else, under all is 
. the land," Dostal said. "Soil is more 
valuable than oil, more precious than 
gQld." ' 

During a question and answer pe- · Dostal said it costs 30. cents a 
riod, she ~aid she favored mandatory bushel the first year for farmers to 
conservatwn measures. Most of the switch over to conservation tillage, 
other contestants, responding to the but after that there is no additional 
same question, opposed mandatory cost t o using minimum tillage 
measures. methods. · 

Questions 

. "The government can tell · motor- ·.Linhart said it was "time to stop 
ists to drive 55 mifes per hour on the bemg concerned with the present . 
highway to conserve gasoline, so the .and t ime to think about the future (in 
government should be able to tell stopping erosion)." ··. 
farmers to conserV-e the soil," Heit- Bossen quotes experts who say 
man argued. that 85 million people could be fed 

During her speech, she said rain ·by the land used up by urbanization ' 
can't be stopped, but its effects on by the year 2,000. 
the soil can be slowed by the build- Fladung criticized soil loss into 
ing of terraces on the land. streams or "the~ deep blue sea," as he 

"Man cannot live long without the called it. T}lis; loss will 'eventually 
soil, and soil ·cannot live long with- "make Louisiana the biggest state in 
out man," she added. · _, the union," he added. 

Other county winners in the East Hansen questioned whether fu-
Central Iowa speech contest were: . ~ur? gener~;ttiol s will have soil if it 
Cedar ·County, Margo Peters, 18, Isn t:conWolled today. .. 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Pe- 1--------------=-----­
ters ·of Tipton; Clinlon-county; Bi-ll 
Bossen, 18, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lee 
Bossen, Clinton; Linn County, Doug 
Dostal, 16, son of Mr. ·and Mrs. 
Lumir Dostal Jr., Marioli; Louisa 
County, Tammy Cheever, 17, daugh­
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Ray Cheever of 
Columbus Junction; Scott County 
Victor Hansen, 14, son of Mr. and 

1 

Mrs. Virgil Hansen, Walcott; Tama 
County, Bob Linhart, 17, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Richard Linhart Clutier· 
Washington Coup.ty, ~erry' 'Ffadung: 
17, son of Mr .. and Mrs. ·David Fla-
dung .of Washington. ·. · 

· Peters called erosion nthe cancer 
of the . earth," but with proper fund-

~~~NOVEMBER 11,1979 

. ~·egion 7 spec~ch contestants at Coralville last weeki 
me udedl from left: front row, Tammy Cheever 17 l 
Columbus Jur:'lcti·On; Margo Peters 18 r· t VI~ I ; 
H 14 · 1 ' 1p on; 1ctor 

ansenl .· I Walcott; Mary Blanchard 14 -lo . C'ty·· 
and Cha L H . ' I wa I ' . 

r , es eltmanl 15, Williamsburg.-· Back r'ow 
~lan P~rmater, 15, La Porte City; Jack Schlichting 17'-. 
~~~ahne; Doug Dostal, 16, Marion· Bob Linhart' .17'::.: 

Clut1er· Kerry fiG d 17 W . 
1 

' ,. r 
I . • j~ ung, I ashmgton; and Bill Bos-),: 

sen, 18, Cl1nton. 

23C 
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S.O.S. - Save Our Soil - Is Topic -. - 11 Contesta·nts Competed - -

Folkmann, Heitman . Char les Heitman Earns 
Earn .Speech AwardS ·scs Speech Merit Award I 

By Jeff Folkmann 
Senior At Iowa Valley 
High School, Marengo 

never get another chance. only answer to saving our Iowa county's contestant 
Yesterday is past, we soil •. We m~t practice ef- at the regional Soil Conser­

have no control over it. To- fectiVe methods of conser- vation speech meet Wed­
morrow may never get here vation or we can do more nesday, Nov. 7. Char Les 

(First place in county soil or we may not live to see it. harm than good. Careless Heitman, 15, Williams-
conservation speech con- Take today, it is all you conservation resulted in the ~urg, earned the . merit 
test. He could not partici- have and-is all you control. loss of one-third of our na- award, the first given in 
pate in the regional contest Listen to the S.O.S. and help tions topsoil. this area in recent years. 
because he was · a contes- America and Iowa to save Who should conserve? The eveut was held at the 
tant in the FF A national our soil. Who should see to it "that Carousel restaurant, Coral-
contest at Kansas City, conservation is being prac- ville. 
Mo., the same week.) ticed? Everyone should - Miss Heitman advanced 

The theme is S.O.S. - By CharLes Heitman whether it be aetuallyprac- to the area contest when 
Save Our Soil, a vitally. im- Freshman At tieing conservation, com- Jeffrey Folkmann, Maren-
'portant resource in Iowa. ing up with new methods of go, an Iowa Valley high 
When I started to research Williamsburg High School conservation, or just sup- school student declined so 
for this speech, I wondered . _ porting the people who con- he ~ould pprticipate at the 
what S.O.S. meant. I found (Miss Heitman placed serve. Everyones respon- natiOnal FFA speaking 
that it is a distress signal es- second in the county speech sibility is equally impor- meet in Kansas City. 
tablished by an interna- contest, but won a merit tant. _ 
t-ional sanction in 1912. award in the regional con- The actual conserving of Winners in the regional 

S.O.S. is easily typed out test at Coralville, while sub- our land is usually placed in SCS contest were Alan Par­
due to its shortness, this is stituting for Jeff Folk- the hands of the person menteM 15

• ~f PohtedCity, 
very important to someone .man.) . making a livingoffofit-the first; . ~ry anc ar ' 14, 
in distress. With this his- Why save our soil? Theo- farmer. Itisuptohimtosee Iowa Catf, ~econd; and 
tory, it is entirely fitting dore Roosevelt once said, to it that his land is being Ja«:k Sch~achtmg, 17, Mus-
that S.O.S. be the theme of "When soil is gone man conserved. . catme, third. 
this years contest. must go.'.' Man and soil are Since we are supported Miss Heitman, daughter ..... .. .. · ...... .. .. ... · · · . 

The past decade has seen closely linked. Man could by the food the f~rmer of the Harlan Heitmans, RECEIVED MERIT AWA~D- Cha~ ~s Hettman, 15, 
the continued acceleration not survive long without raises, we must support the Williamsburg said the rain daugh~er of the ~arlan !featmans, \Yilhamsburg, 
of soil erosion to alarming soil as soil could not sur- farmer and help him carry can't be stopped but it's ef- peted m the regiOnal $PII cons~rvatton speech co:ntE!St. 
rates. Although rates have vive long without man. out conservation. fectonsoilcanbeslowedby Wednesday, Nov. 7, at ~oralvllle and ear~ed a 
diminished some in the last Whe~ farmers . first S.O.S. _is a common sig- the building of terraces. aw~rd for her presentation. ,"Save Our Soil" was 
two or three years, it is ne- settle~ m Iowa, topsoil was nal of distress. o~ten used She observed, "Man can-l toptc for ~~~ontestants. 
cessary to continue the ef- 14 .. 16mches deep. Now, 100 when someone ISm trouble not live long .without the r __ ______ ;;;...... ____ ~. 
fort to stop soil erosion. ye~rs later less than half re- and needs help. The land soil, and soil caimot live 

1 

Soil scientists say that it m·ams. In fa.ct, at the pre- ca~ send out S.O.S .. signals long without man:· 
takes nature anywhere sent, t~psm.l makes up ~f tts own suggestmg that Responding -to q~stions • 
from 250 to ,1,000 .years to ab_out etg~t mche~. If top- tts d~maged. Yet, the . &e- by the judges following_ her , 
produce one mch of topsoil, soil remams at thts depth , cret IS not only to catch speech, Char Less approv­
depending on the parent we should .have nothing to these signals, but to catch ed mandatory controls on 
mat~rial. Erosion is f~ar, b.ut tf the loss con~ them ~oon eno~gh to pre- soil conservation work, 
sappmg the strength of tmue~ m 100 y~ars or ~ess yent damage trom worsen- say· g, "IF the govern~ 
Io· va farmland at the rate we will be left wtth nothmg. mg. ·. merit catrorder a 55 mile an 
-:~one inch in ten to fifteen . Nothin~ .to live ff, noth- · To do this, the tarme hour speed limit, I think it 
years. We cannot allow this ~ng to ra•~- !~!-:ii.9.ff. Noth- must have , some know- an tel farmers to save 
to continue very long. Tttis mg! The-~- Conser- ledge of the causes and ef- their soil." 
must be stopped, the ques- vation! ' fects of soil damag~ .and Parmenter will advance 
tion is how? S.O.S.! Yet conservation isn'tthe (Please turn to page I3C) to the- state contest at the 

Farmers are a very re­
sourceful group; given a 
chance and a way to pro­
tect the soil , they are usu­
ally willing to implement it. 
The problem is when costs 
are to great for the indivi­
dual to afford the needed 
protection that trouble 

.develops. 
Terraces are expensive, 

so maybe the farmer can 
adopt a rotati n system us­
i~g a grass crop. Strip-crop­
pmg may work in a situ­
.Hion well suited for it. An­
·t.her farmer might use no­
. :U to accomplish the same 
g·oal. 

These ways cost much 
less than terraci ng and can 
oe nearly as effective in 
slowing erosion. 

Demands on the farmer 
gr;ow every year. He must 
do those things he feels are 
necessary and right. I teel 
that you listening to my 
speech, will take heed.of the 
message I am speaking. 

I want you to make ex­
amples of your own farms 
and homes. Let your neigh­
bors see that you care, that 
you have heard the dis­
tress call and didn't ignore 
it. . ' 

If you were to receive .a 
signal that someone need­
ed·your help, that their very 
life depended upon you, 
what would you do? Would 
you go back to whatever 
you happened to be doing? 
Would you forget it? I most 
ce~inly liP.Be. nQt.-.~ .,y,p 
don t act now you may 

(] 

d 

~ 
(] 

1l 
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Topic Is Save Our Soil' / 

SCS Essay Winners Are Published 
The following are the en- would cover 280,000 ac;res. be saved per acre by sub- cropping continue to grow. 

tries in the annual essay A 1972 Iowa State umver- stituting, a chisel plow or a Please try to protect our 
contest sponsored by the. s~ty study put soil losses na- disk for a moldboard plow. land in response to our call 
Iowa county soil conserva- twnally at4,000,000 tons an- No-till system, where the for help. . 
tion service. Judging for nual!Y· . . crop is planted ·in residue, "S.O.S. -SaveOurSoil'' 
the contest was held Oct. 17 Sod conservatiOn pracu- takes one gallon of fuel per 
in Williamsburg with the ces! likt: terracing, conser- acre as compared to 5.5 gal- By Darcy Drown 
essay topic being '' s. 0. s. - vat1on ·tillage, and conto~r Ions · used in conventional 
Save Our Soil." farming can help save sod .. tillage methods. Save Our Soil please! 

Robin Smith, an eighth Terracing can reduce soil Terraces, a series of This is a special news re-
grader from the Deep Riv- losse~ 50 percent. Contour man-made earthen dikes, port! 
er Millersburg school dis- fa~mmg can also reduce hold soil and harness wat- Land all over the state of 
trict took first place in the .sod losses 50 percent. Both er. Farmers have· volun- Iowa is being ruined. Our 
contest. Smith was follow- of them together can re- tarily built enough ter- land is being washed into 
ed by Darcy Drown, Luth- dl;lce soilloss~s 75 percent. races in Iowa to stretch ditches. Please help stop 
eran Interparish school, Tillage practices can re- across the state 200 times. this disaster! Why you ask? 
Williamsburg, second, and duc.e losses 90 perc~nt. Despite steady progress Do you want your children 
Lori Fenton, DR-M, third. While all three p_racbces only 60,000 miles of a need- not to have a_ny land left to 

can reduce the soil losses ed 360,000 miles <lf terraces farm? · 
97.5 percent. have been bur ... 'l'haJ 

By Robin Smith Conservation tillage, any · mean-s- the job .is only one-
Soil is Iowa county's most tillage system that contri- sixth complete. - ·, 

precious resource. Many butes to reduced soil ero- Combinations of ter­
acres of land are highly pro- sion, is often called mini- races, conservation till­
ductive for growing crops mum tillage. This system age, contour plowing, and 
such as corn, soybeans and · leaves corn stalks and other other conservation practi- , 
hay. A favorable climate crop residues on the soil ces now protect 40 percent 
and just the right amount ot surface for erosion control. of Iowa's land against soil 
rainfall make Iowa county One-third of Iowa's row erosion. 
well suited for farming. crop land is prepared for That means more than 

But erosion is eating planting with some form of one-half of the job still 
away and wasting that conservation tillage. It re- needs to be done. Erosion 
precious soil. If Iowa's lost quires fewer trips over the control work is getting 
soil were piled six inches field, which uses less fuel. more expensive and pres­
deep across the state, it About one gallon of fuel can sures for extensive row 

I myself am a city person plete. A way to stop wind 
and my friends live in the erosion is by stubble mulch­
country. They (my friends) ing, improved cropping 
hope to be farmers like systems, wind strip­
their parents are. Do you cropping and ·shelterbelts. 
want to ruin all of their Severe ''blow'' areas might 
dreams? Well do you? need to be planted to trees 
Think about that! or dune grasses. 

Now, you ask, how can Without good .soil, farm­
you help? Well, y~u can go ers can't plant crops, so we 
to ~our near.est sml.conser- can't get much food. Ac­
vatwn service · office and cording to statistics only 
get some inforni~tion on one farmer can supply 
how to save. our sml. enough food and fiber for 54 

O!Je way 1~- watershed people. We all enjoy eating 
proJects- which control ero- don't we? Without good 
sion and flooding, but the 
problem with that is that it · 
takes 10 to 15 years to com- (Please turn to page 14C) 
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either. So the next best 

Speech Wl.nners thing must be done. 
- Two methods are simi-

la r . Both create residues on 
(Co·ntinued from page lOC) the land making the topsoil 

know some ways to treat heavier and less apt to be 
and prevent it. affected by the wind. The 

Sheet Erosion qrst is mulch tillage; it 
Sheet erosion is one thing works by spreading straw 

farmers must be aware of on the land and discing it 
because it does its damage under, or by leaving some 
so quickly and permanent- form o:f vegetation such as 
ly. When rain comes down hay or chopped corn stalks 
fast and in large amounts on the ground. 
and hits a slope or hill, the The second is minimum 
water gains speed and digs tillage and it works like ft 
gullies and takes topsoil sounds. The idea is to 
with it. "minimize" the amount the 

The rain cannot be soil is worked. This pre­
stopped, but the water can vents it from getting so fine 
be slowed several ways. that the slightest wind will 

Terracing is an effective' blow it away. The adval!t­
method to help slow the age to minimum tillage IS 
water. A· terrace also has that the fewer times you go 
another advantage, not. across the field the more 
only does it slow water it al- gas you save. 
so drains excessive water. Wind And Rain 

Wind and rain can be 

or abused. By planting the 
same crop year after year, 
such as corn, nitrogen and 
other minerals iii the soil 
are lost. By planting an­
other crop, such as soy­
beans, every few years·, this 
and other nutrients, can be 
replaced. 

Soil can also lose its pro­
ductivity if not properly fer- · 
tilized. Natural and com­
mercial fertilizers can keep 
topsoil in good condition. 

Until everyone realizes 
the importance of conser­
vation, really cares, and 
works to conserve, the loss 
of this vital valuable top­
soil will continue. One de­
finition of save is- to pre­
serve for future use. 

Tomorrow is the futu re , 
so everyone must save our 
soil. 

A terrace, usually plac­
ed between two hills; more 
commonly referred to as a 
slough or grass way. This 
has the same effect by 
breaking the speed of the 
water and trapping topsoil. 

helpful. Wind circulates Stalk 

Yet rain isn't the only fac­
tor in soil.damage, wind to( 
is harmful. Strong wind es­
pecially is a threat because 
it can carry with it the top­
soil that took hundreds of 
years · to build. Like rain, 
wind cannot be stopped, but 
it cannot be slowed enough 
to keep topsoil in place 

air, pollinates crops, and Arvo Uskalli o, West 
drys the land. It's only Branch, who has raised 
when there is too much §oybeans and lots of other 
wind or rain they can be vegetables for many years, 
harmful. is convinced that this years 

Contouring can help to soybean crop in Cedar 
get the best benefit of rain. county is going to be a birr­
By planting the crops buster. He had a bean stalk, 
around the hill or with' the taken from his bean field, 
contour of the land, the rain which contained 279 soy­
will settle between the bean pods. According to Ar­
rows. vo, a normal plant will bear 

The farmer must see to it about 150 pods. - - West 
that his land is not misused Branch Times. , 

- a-digit POCKET 
iiiii CALCULATOR 

low everyday price ' 

Only 

• Low power consuming, 
8-digit LCD. 

·Single-key toLalJJ1emory. 
·Percent a nd square root keys. 

. WESTCLOX · 

Elec tric 
Digital Alarm 

• Features hour, minute , 
. second readout dial 
• Exceptionally quiet tape 

system features 
hacklighted numerals 
06-14-094-7 

Limi t one. 
Additional 
$10.95each 

- Polyo-r-Perlt® 
ELECTRIC CO FFEEMAKER 

06140887 

low 
everyday 

price. 

Limit 
one. 

Additional 
$10.9 5 each 

4 to 8 cup coffeemaker. 
Starts to brew as S()on as plugged 
in. Stops automatically at peak 
flavor and keeps coffee at ideal ....... -.. : __ ........ __ __ ....... ~--
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E W 
26,000,000 acres of crop land 

Ssay l·nners. . need permanent conserva­
tion protection and SCS es-

(Continued from page 12C) timates that only on~-third 
. of our crops and their land 

farm products we would be is adequately protected 
in a terrible situation at against erosion. 
meal time. We should take 
inventory of how many 
farm products we use every 
day in our lives. 

Whether you live on a 
farm or in the city, soil con­
servation works in your 
favor. It helps reduce your 
taxes, your food, clothing, 
electricity and water bills, 
and your railway and bus 
fares. Plus it also gives bet­
ter recreational oppor­
tunities and better health 
for you and your children ~ 

So, now don't you think 
that everyone should try to 
help stop erosion? Lets 
save our soil. 

By Lori Fenton 

Everyone should help to 
save our soil. Men, women, 
and children should all be 
concerned with this prob­
lem. 

Soil erosion is usually 
described as carrying away 
of soil by either wind or wat­
er. 

Erosion of this kind has 
been _speeded up by man's 
mismanagement of land, 
even to the point of de­
stroying it for practical ag­
ricultural use within one 
generation. 

A lot of people really Thirteen tons per acre 
don't know much about soil soil loss figures out to be 230 
conservation, so go to your · bushels of soil loss per acre 
nearest SCS office and find per year. · With average 
out more about it. You and corn yields of 115 bushels 
everyone should be con- per acre, then, there is a 
cerned about the soil be- two. bushel loss of corn pro­
cause it is very important to duced. 
alJ. , Soil resources are dying 

out, just as coal, oil or any 
Many of us city people other natural resource. So 

take this for granted. I far, crop yields have been 
really hope that we can all kept high with commercial 
learn more and help our fertilizers. Nitrogen ferti­
farmers with their soil con- lizer use in Iowa has in­
servation problems. After creased by 700 percent 
all, two-third's of our since i960. Extra fertilizer · 
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is being us~d to niak~up for Ion of fuel per acre co~- yond field capacity at till- Iowa may be losing the s 
loss of fertile top soiL. pared to ~.5 gallons l;ISed 10 age depth. Be sure tractor battle against soil erosion. n 

Terraces are a serie~ of conventional . tillage engine and implements are Iowa is now losing 5 
man-made. e~rthen dikes m~thods. It reqt;nres fe~er properly adjusted and 261,000,000 tons of top soil tl 
around -a hillside. Terraces tnps over the field, which maintained Don't over- annually, compared to 
can cut erosion by 60: to 80 also uses less fuel. Farm- load your tractor. 200,000,000 tons of soil just a e 
percent. ·. Far~ers have ~rs can save themselves More than half the jo., re- few years ago. Iowa 's soil d 
voluntarily built enough time, m~ney, wear and tear mains to be done. Erosion losses now average more e 
terraces in Iowa to st!etch on eqmpmen~. find help control work is becoming than nine tons per acre per . s 
acro~s the state 200 ttmes. meet the. nation s energy more expensive, and pres- year, twice the national e 
Despite stea4y progress, co!lse~vatwn goals by .eh- sures for intensive row average. 
only 6,000 ~iles of a needed mmab!lg unnecessary field cropping continue to grow. If Iowa's lost soil were e 
360,000 miles of terraces operatiOns. . Whether the piece of land piled six inches deep_across s 
have been buiJt. The job is On steeper land, conser- is intended for use as farm the state, it would cover f 
only one-six~h c~mplet~. vation tillage can enhance land, a road, industrial de- 280,000 acres to emphasize t 
C~nservatw~ t!llage IS ~f- the effectiveness of other velopmelit, a home, a re- the loss. 

ten called mimmum til!- conservatioJ! practices ne- creation, or anything else, By everyone being con­
age. It geperally cuts soil cessary to control erosion the decision should not be cerned about this problem, 
erosion in half. The system under intensive row made without considering we could have nice produc- r 
leaves corn stalks, other cropping. the soil first. tive soil. 
crop residues, on the soil · Assuming that 22,oo·o 000 'iiiiiiii.iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii--;;--;;----· 
surface for erosion control. acres of corn and soybe'ans • 
One-third of Iowa's new are planted in Iowa each YEAR END SAVINGS crop land is prepare_d for year, conservation tillage • 
planting with some form of can · mean a reduction of 
conservation tillage. There from 20,000,000 to 
is potential for conserva- 100,000,000 gallons of diesel 
tion tillage on all Iowa's fuel each year. · 
crop land: A ~etter job of There are several ways to 
conserv~twn tillage could reduce energy require­
be done on so.me lan~. ments for tillage. They are, 

ConservatiOn tillage if the reason for tillage is 
practices are also energy not . evident, don't do it· 
saving measures. No-till, . don't till deeper than n~­
where the crop is planted in cessary for the job; or don't 
the residues, takes one gal- till when soil moisture is be-

White Heaters offer 

CLEAN. 
_.____.__~---

' 

1. SPECIAL YEAR END DISCOUNT 
2. 10% INVESTMENT CREDIT 

AGAINST TAXES 
3. UP T0 .20% EXTRA FIRST . 
· YEAR DEPRECIATION 

NEYMEYER POWER HARROWS: 
TE 300 10' Wide 100 HP ......... .. .. .. ; $5430.00 
TE 400 13'4" Wide 125 HP ...... · . . ...... . $8410.00 
TE 450 15' Wide 140 HP .... .. ......... . $8715:00 

C_RONE TURBO MOWER: 
9' W Conditioner TM4-270C ............ . $6675.00 
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By Darcy Drown 
(Lutheran lnterparish School) 

Save Our Soil, Please! 
This is a special news report! 
Land all over the state of Iowa 

is being ruined. Our land is being 
washed into ditches . Please help , 
stop this disaster! Why, you ask? 
Well, do you want your children 
not to have any land left to farm? 

I myself am a city person and 
my friends live in the country. 
They .(my friends) hope to be 
farmers like their parents are. Do 
you want to ruin all of their 
dreams? Well, do you? Think 
about that! 

Now, you ask, how can you 
help? Well , you can go to your 
nearest Soil Conservation Service 
office and get some information 
on how to save our soil. 

One · way is - watershed 
projects - which control erosion 
and flooding, but the problem 
with that is that it takes 10-15 

Darcy Drown was the se_cond 
place winner in the Iowa County 
Soil Conservation essay contest. 

years ~o complete. A w/ay to stop 
wind erosion is · by stubble 
mulching, improved cropping 
systems, wind stripcropping and 
shelterbelts . Severe "blow" 
areas might need to be planted to 
trees or dune grasses. 

Without good soil - 'farmers 
can't plant crops , so we can't ~et 
much food. According to statts­
tics , only one farmer can supply 
enough food and fiber for 54 
people . We all enjoy eating , don't 
we? Without good farm products 
we would be in a terribh;..situation 
at m~·al time . We shquld •take 
in:ventory of how many · farm 
p~oducts we use _every day in our 
liv.es. . . ' ! . 

· Whether you li-ve on a farm or 
in the city, soil conservation 
works in your favor. It helps 
reduce your taxes, your food , 
clothing, electricity · and water 
bills, and your railway and bus 
fares. Plus, it also gives better 
recreational opportunities and 
better health for you and your 
children. 

so·, now, don't you think that 
everyone should try to help stop 
erosion? Let's save our soil. 

A lot of people really don't 
know much about soil conserVa­
tion, so go to your nearest Soil 
Conservation Service office and 
find out more about it. "You and 
everyone should be concerned 
about the soil because it is very 
important to all. . 

Many of us city people take thts 
for granted. I really hope that we 
can all learn more and help our 
farmers with their soil conserva-
tion problems. _ 

After all, two-thirds of our 26 
million acres of cropland needs 
permanent conservation protec­
tion and SCS estimates that only 
one-third of our crops and their 
land is adequate~y protected 
against erosion. 

By-Robin Smith, 8th Grade 
(Deep River-Millersburg School) 

Soil is Iowa county's most 
precious resource. Many acres of 
land are highly productive for -
growing crops such as corn, 
soybeans .and hay. A favorable 
climate and just the right amount 
of rainfall make Iowa county well 
suited for rarming. 

But, erosion is eating away and 
wasting that precious soil. If 
Iowa's lost soil were piled 6 inches 
deep ac~oss the state, it would 
cover 280,000 acres. A 1972 Iowa 
State University study put soil 
losses nationally at 4 billion tons 
annually. 

Soil conservation practices~ like 
terracing, conservation tillage, 
and contour farming can help save 
soil. · 

Terracing can reduce soil losses 
50117o . Contour farming can also 
reduce soil ·losses 50%. Both of 
them .· together can reduce soil 
losses 75%. Tillage practices can 
reduce losses_ 90%. While all three 
practices can reduce the soil losses 
97.5%. 

Conservation tillage, any tillage 
system that contributes to reduced 
soil erosion, is often called 
minimum tillage. This system 
leaves corn stalks and other crop 
residues on the soil. surface for 
erosion control: 

- · One-third of Iowa's row crop 
land is prepared for planting with 

1 
some form of conservation tillage. 
It requires fewer trips over the 
field , which uses less fuel. About 1 

· gallon of fuel can be saved per 
acre by substituting a chisel plow 

or a disk for a moldboard plow. 
' No-till system, where the crop is 
planted in residue, takes 1 gallon 
of fuel per acre as compared to 5. 5 
gallons used in conventional 
tillage methods. 

Terraces, a series of man-made 
ear then dikes, hold soil and 
harness water. Fanners have 
voluntarily built enough terraces 
in Iowa to stretch across the state 
two hundred times. But despite 
steady progress only 60,000 miles 
of a needed 360 thousand miles of 
terraces have been built. That 
means the job is only one-sixth 
complete. 

Combinations of terraces, 
copservation tillage, contour 
plowing, and other conservation 
practices now protect 40% of 
Iowa's land against soil erqsion: 
But, that means more than one­
half of the job still needs to be 
done. Erosion control work is 
getting more expensive and 
pressures for extensive row 
cropping continue to grow. -

So, please try to protect our 
land in response to our call for 
help- S-. O.S. -Save Our Soil. -

Robin Smith is from Deep 

I 
River-Millersburg School, · 8th 
grade: Robin's essay took first 

l 
place· in the Iowa County Soil 
Conservation Essay Contest. 



Be it minimum ti llage or no t illage. 
Either way, it's called conservation tillage 
a.nd it's the way of the future that's here 
today. · 

Conservation tillage protects the soil 
from ero·sion and prevents. the runoff of . 
valuab le fertilizer, insecticides and her­
bicides. It allows planting at-the ophmum 
t ime to promote yields . . . even if the 
ground is too wet for plowing or discing. 
And during dry years, moisture is retained 
in the soil by the coveri ng residue. 

Best of all, conservati on ti llage allows 
you to . double crop. And it saves the time 

. . 

and fuel required for conservation tillage. 
. Allis-Chalmers builds the planters that 

are the leaders in conservation. From the 
company that pioneered and patented the . 
No-Til planter concept. 

Ideal for minimum or zero tillage 
planting. Allis-Chalmers 300 and 333 
planters feature units with more weight 
than the popular competitor~ "" 

Removable-unit gauge wheels, a choice 
of ·No-Til coulters and row-spacing flex­
ibility from 15" to 40" .make these elanters 
the perfect match for all types of conserva­
ti on tillage. In all types of fi.eld conditions . 

Save Our Soil 
By Jeff Folkmann 

(Senior at Iowa Valley 
High School, Marengq) 

The theme is s.o.s·. ...:.... Save 
Our ·· Soil,. a vitally important 
resource in Iowa. When I started 
to research for this speech, I 
wondered what S.O.S. meant. I 
found that it is a distress signal 
established by an international 
sanction in 1912. 

S.O.S. is easily typed out due to 
its shortness; th is is very 

' important to someone in distress. 
With this history, it _ is entirely 

1 
fi~ing that S.O.S. be the theme of 
thts year's contest. 

The past decade has seen the 
continued acceleration of soil 
erosion to alarming rates . 
Although rates have diminished 
some in the last 2 or 3 years, it is 
necessary to continue the effort to 
stop soil erosion. 

1 
Soil scientists say that it takes 

nature anywhere from 250 to 
1,000 years to produce 1 inch of 
topsoil, ~epending on the parent 
material. Erosion is sapping the­
strength of Iowa farmland at the 
rate of 1 inch in 10 to 15 years. 
We cannot allow this to continue 
very long~ This must be stopped, 
the question is how? S.O.S.! 

Farmers are a very resourceful 
group; given a chance and a way 
to protect the soil, they are 
usually willing to implement it. 
The problem is when costs are too 
great for the individual to afford­
the needed protection that trouble 
developes . . 

Terraces are e.~:pensive, so· 
may~ the farmer can adopt a 
rotation system· using a . grass 
crop. Stripcropping may work in a 

, situation well suited for it~ 
Another farmer might use no-till 
to accomplish the same goal. 
These ways cost much less than 

terracing and can be nearly as 
effective in slowing erosion. 

Demands on the farmer grow 
every year. He must do those 
things he feels are necessary and 
right. I feel that you listening to 
(or reading) my speech will take 
heed of the message Jam giving. 

I want you to make examples of 
your own farms and homes. Let 
your neighbors see that you care, 

·that you have heard the distress 
call and didn't ignore it. · 

If you were to receive a signal 
that someone needed your help, 
that their very life depended upon 
you, what would you do? Would 
you go back to whatever you 

·happened to be doing? Would you 
forget it? I most certainly_ hope 
not. -If you don't 'act now you may 
never get another chance. 

· Yesterday is past; we have no 
control over it. Tomorrow may 
never get here or we may not live 
to see it. Take today, it is all you 
have and is all you control. Listen 
to the S.o.s: and help America 
and lowa to save our soil. 



Soil Conservation -Sponsors .. - Jhurs., ~t. 25. 1979 

--~--~~~--------~~--------------

Speech, Essay Winners Selected 'FQr, Dts.trict - ~ 
Winners of the Iowa coun- both from the Williams- when the regional speech were eighth grade students school, ~bird plac~. r1 son all from Iowa Valley. J 

t~ soil conservation dist- burg comm unit:y high contest. is held, secoJ?d R~bin Smith ~ lleep Riv~r- The first- three pl~ces in · The speech and essat 
net speech. contest were ·school. The topic . ~as place ~mner CharLes He1t- Millersburg comtpumty each , contest r~ce1yed a competition was held Wed­
JeffFolkmann, senior at Io- "S.O.S. - Save Our Soil. man will represent the dist- school, firs t pl?ce; Darcy. cash award and trophy nesday, Oct.17, in the Farm 
wa Valley community high Since fi rst place winner rict at the regional contest Drown, L1: )v· aq Inter- from the district. \l Bureau building, Willi .. 
·school, first place; CharLes Folkmann will be attend- to be held Nov. 7 at the, Car- parish Scft, ~i Williams- Others entered in the amsburg. e 
Heitman, freshman, sec- ing the national convention ousel Inn, Iowa City. burg, sect.'~''-~ place, and speech contest were Larry The speeches and essays 
ond place; and Nathan of the F uture Farmers of Winners in the essay di- Lori Fen' >. Deep Rivr<'· Martin, Chet McCaw, Dale will appear in future issue$ 
Lutz. iunior. third place. h 1'l1Prica in Kansas City vision of the speech contest l\1illersbuq!, communhr Folkrriann, and· Rod Lar-, of The NniC. t. 

~ . 

Win speech contest 
Students who entered the soil conservation speech contest, ~.O.S. -

Save Our Soil, held Wednesday, Oct. 17, wer~ from left to_ nghl: Rod 
Larson, Larry Martin, Iowa Valley Comm~mty School; Nathan Lutz, 
Williamsburg Community School; Chet McCaw, Dale Folkman~, Jeff . 
Folkmann, Io wa Valley Community School; and Charles He1tman, 
Williamsburg Community School. , 

Winning first place was Jeff Folk mann, second place went. to Charles 
Heitman, and third place to Nathan Lutz. They each rec~1ved ~ ca_sh 
award and trophy from the Iowa County Soil ConservatJon Dtstnct. 
Their speeches w~~l appear infuJure issues of t~e &Joke,sman. 

......, . . I I /{'- 7 6,- ·;C7--rc. ~N:!.- -J- ,;_.~ 4'. (.. . --~ ·,c-.K<4--"Y. . ~...,G fl. r-

LORI FENTON 

Essay co.ntest winners 
Winners of the essay contest, entitled S.O.S. - Save Our Soil, held 

Wednesday, Oct. 17, in the Farm Bureau building, Williamsburg, are, 
left to right: Robin Smith, Deep River-Millersburg, first place; Darcy 
Drown, Lutheran Interparish, Williamsburg, second place; and Lori 
Fenton, Deep River-Millersburg,-third place. They each receiv.ed a cash 
award and trophy from the Iowa County Soil Conservation District. 
Their essays will appear in future issues of the Spokesman . 
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Farmer~ in Iowa county are 
beginning to use conservation 
tillage on most of their cropland 
to help control erosion and save 
fuel. 

Editorials 
Check The Iowa Cou~ty Farmer 

This year about 5,000 a<!res of 
com was planted with no tillage 
operations prior to planting. The 
previous year's crop residue was 
used to protect the soil from 

; eroding until the new crop was big 
enough to protect it. · 

Much was disc~ssed and subsequently writt~n 
about a number of months ago about the pros and 
cons of joinin~ soil conservation projects with 
road constructiOn. 

The proposal was made, ·then examined and has 
now been carried out to construct a number of soil 
conse~yation projects in connection with the 
regrading of the V road in western Iowa county. 
The .work that has been done is_ the subj ect for. an 

article on making the tax dollar \\:ork twice in The 
Iowa County Farmer section this week. 

Conservation is the subject. too, of articles on 
owner and cooperator and owner-operator in the 
soil dist rict and other articles on no till and 
organic farming. Several different approaches· 
a re being used. 

Articles on recent Pork Producer and Farm 
BtJ.reau annualn1eetings are _included a_lso: 

No-till is also a big fuel saver. 
Jack Tuttle of Marengo says he 

( used less than 300 gallons of fuel 
to plant· 3()0 acres (>f com the no­
till method. 

·October Is·. : .National Everyth ing Month 

Chisel plowing and disking are 
the _ other conservatiQn tillage 
systems being used. These are 

. somewhat less effective for 
·erosion control because they don't 
.leave as much residue on tbe 
surface ~ Between 3,000 and 4,000 
pounds of residue need to be left 
on the surface to reduce erosion 
on sloping land. · October is almost everything month - probably 

the busiest one ·or the year on the calendar of 
J events. 

It isn' t enough that it is an extremely busy one 
-on school and university calendars as .well as 
those at home when nearly everyone tries to take 
advantage of those golden autumn days. 

Add in such events as observances-of National 
Restaurant and _Coo~ative m,onths. Those are 
featured in The NEWSpapers this we'ek, just sa we 
get a head start· on those things. Coming up nex,t 
will be National 4-H week ~nd following close on 

Folkmann, Marengo Are 
Third In· FFA Soil Contest 

Marengo future Far- Craig Schafbuch, Mark 
/ mers of America ch~pter Plotz , Craig Knock, Gary 

pJ.aced second overall m the · Grafft, Rt>dney Cronbaugh 
annual Iowa, Johnson and and Tim Crosby. About 90 
~as~ington county soil students participated from 
Judgmg contest held at the nine schools with vocation­
Johnson county fair- al agricultural programs. 
grounds Oct. 10. The contest consisted of 

Jeff Folkmann, IV sen- three sites that the contest­
ior, was third .high indivi- ants judged according to 30 . 
dual. characterist~c including 

Mid Prairie of Wellman slope, soil thickness , cap­
teams captured first place ability for farming, man­
senior team and first and . agement practices needed 
second place junior teams and suitability for non-agri­
while the Marengo chapter cultural uses. 
followed with second place Area soil scientists pro­
senior and third and fourth vided the official soil class­
place junior teams. ifications. A 25 question ex-

Eleven Marengo mem- am was included also in 
hers attended including each contestant's score. 
Folkmann, Eric Walker, Iowa Valley vocational 
Dana Roggentien, Russ agriculture · instructor and 

1

. 
Brecht, Brett Walker , FFAadvisorisAndyRowe~ 

' its heels are new car showings, salute to firemen, 
October is pork month , salute to industry and if 
one wants to get down. to details there is a national 
newspaper week. Because the month is such a 
-busy one, we in this part of the industry, tend to 
glance off that one because we hope our readers 
know we're here while we ' re· busy saying "take a 
bow' · to the rest of you whose lives are touched by 

Farmers can get a good idea of 
~ how much residue is on the 
' surface after planting by the 
I following method: For every 

, most of the other activities. · 

That's only a brief look at' things to come in the 
next few issues of The NpiC! 

pound of .com- produced, figure 1 
J pound of crop residue. That 
amount of residue will be reduced 

' by 50 percent for each tillage 
operation used. . 

r~peech, Essay Entries--

n .U.S. -"Save ur .Sol' Is 
~fl"ll. · -~ ·. (iUntv soil con- essay conte 't. . 

· serv· tion district is spon- The speech ccntf~st is 
soring a soH conservation open to all st~dents in 

; ;;:';f:.·::cb and essay contest to grades seventh through 
, -~,t u ... h:nts interested in con- twelve and residents of 
i ~erving dwindling natural _ Iowa county. Awards will 
resources. . · be $20, $15 and $10 and 

·1 The contest will be held trophy for fi rst , second and 
Wednesday, Oct . 17, at 8 third pl~ces respectively. 
p.m . in the F arn1 Bureau The essay contest is open 
basmnent, Williamsbur~. to all seventh and eighth 

"S.O.S. -SaveOurSoil 'is grade students and resi­
the opic of tlL :·peech and dent~ of Iowa county. 

Theme 
; wards will be $10, $7. ~o 
and $5 and trophy for first , 
second and third plaees re-
spectively. · 

Copies of rules and regu­
lations have been sent ~(. 
each school in Iowa coun­
ty. Anyone interested in en­
tering either contest sho d 
contc. C't the' r school or the · 
soil conserv at· on service 
office , 600 Court street, Wil­
li .... rd.£.burg. • 
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Rroject Less Work To Be Done - - ------ SCS Funds 

---- ASCS Funds 
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Bv Kevin Blind only $44,400 -less than half the amount 

The county soil c_onservation _ser- granted the previous year. 
vice and the local offtce of the agnc:ul- Before 1974 the district soil conser-
tura l s tabilization and conservatiOn vation service was merely· a technical 
service are both cost sharing and plan- arm of the state government. Soil ~on-
ning soil conservation efforts for local servation plans tentatively appr~ved 
farm ers. by the ASCS committee were review-

Since 1972 nearly $1 ,000,000 in state ed and designed by the SCS personnel. 
an d federal funds have been expended "That (1974) was the year the state 
in cost sharing programs in Jowa legislature decided they h~1d to do 
county most of which were funded on a something if they wanted soil conser-

. b · vation to go on.·· said Bryant. ~he 
50 percent cost sharing asis. legislature approved cost shan~lg 

However, because of inflation and funds to be distributed through the d_Is-
intermittent reductions in funding- es- trict offices. That funding began WI~h 
pcc ially in federal fu nding, soil con- an initial apportionment of $18,000 _m 
se r va tion efforts have not been able to 1974, and has since risen to $48,000 tor 
keep up . the pace it has in the p~s~. the 1978-79 fiscal year for Iowa county. 
" We 're getting le~s mone~· . a~? Jt_ s However. because of reapportion-
cos ting more to do It every year, said ing state funds ba~ed ~n need . . the 
coun t)~ ASCS committee chairman annua l funding received tor cost shar-
P au l Hannon. _ h 1 b 

In 1972 the ASCS office was the only ing programs from t estate ws _cen 
much more than that. Funds rcccn·cd county office providing cost s haring from 1974 were actually $23,336, and 

fu nds for area farmers who wanted to t·unds received from the 1977-78 fiscal bcuin or earn' on soil conscrn1tion 
c 1. · 1· 1 th t , 1r year totaled $89,948. 

programs on t 1e1r a_rms_. n a )-~<- s
1
·nce 1974 federal funding had re-tb c c< untv ' s a llocatiOn lrom the ted-

1 e ra! gove rnment was . $108_. 000 . Thp boundedtoahighof$90,000inlH77: 'he 
t d ct federal funds , however, arc a gam on 

ne. ·t year that ·un mg mcreasc the decline falling to $85,900 in 1 ~)78 and 
s lightly to $110.000 . . .. $70,490 fm· the current year. . . In 1974. however. distnd conscrva- d 
tioni st Harry Brya nt s<~id the Prcsi- The reductions in federal tun mg 
dent impounded the federa l funds f~r haven't c uused a ny b <. 1sic changes_ in 
soil conservation programs. The Unit - the priorities in 'ASCS conser~'at JOn 
ed , t <. ttes Congre ·s then took the issue programming. It has however. ~o•:c:cct 
to court to ha\·e the fund s · re leased cut ba cks in some program activi ties 
which in the e nd they were . bu t t he to- (Please turn to page 18C) 
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in 100 
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•• ••• 
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•• •• •• 
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I 
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FALLS BELOW INFLATION - Us- however is incomplete on the graph be-
ing 1972 as the base year for comput- cause funding for the district soil con-
ing a 10 percent inflation rate, ~he servation service may incr~<;!SO ?e~ 
above graph shows the cost sharmg cause of reapportionment ot 1 ~ndmg 
funds for · conservation projects ~x- for the year. The 1979 fu.n~in~ for the 
pended from each of the succ~edmg , local agricultural stabilizatiOn and 
funding years has not kept_up '_VIth the : coriservation .service is the total to be , 

t <.1 l · o u n tv fu n cli ng I or that ~· c <.I r w <.\ s:::· ====::;::=:;::::::::::;::;:::::;::=:;:;::::=;=~ 

- -(C~~:;-; ·-;;~-pag;~ - e reduction of federal funding ws funds for the next year.· · However. inspitc of the mc reascs 
also cut buck the long te r m agrG.C m cnt ·· SCS Funding Bryant said they have not ta ken into 

and the adoption of some committee program sponsoretl by the ASCS of- Because of a diff'e r ent method of account fu ll inflation over the year. So. 

annual inflation rate. Fundmg for 1 __ 9_79_,_._ .. _ , _r_e_ce_i_v_e_d_f_o_r_t __ h_e_y_e_a_r_. __ 

policies to help spread the available fice. The l<1ng te rm agreements we re funding for the state SCS office , Brya nt al though the conservation distric-t 
federal funds. b0€un in 1974 to provide fu ndi i1g _o \·c_r ha_sn ' t been faced with P.~ .li c i es such a s commissioners ha ve listed priorities 

. Priorities I the course of (hrce to ten years to mstl - · this . He says the SCS office gene ra ll y fo r their conservation program. the 
To help hold down costs of consCr\'a-· , tutc a comprchensi\'c ctmsen a tion funds on a flat 50 percent cost sharing only programs receiving cos t sharing 

tion projects a higher priority is plac- p lant over a n enti re farm . The county 
1 
basis with no limit on the amount of funding ure those practice~ which at~C 

ed on permanent conseryatwn prac- ., cu tT<.'IHly has seven long term agree- money that farmer can r~ceive in a pe rmanent such a s terracing and cro-
tices such as terraces whtch are sche- mcnts. · 1 yea r. sion control dams. ' 
duled for construction during the sum- Howt•ver , funding for Uw loilg ter m He said his ofice also tries to pr o- In the past. because of the fundi ng 
mer l!lOnths. . . . · ~ agrN•mctll s th is year a mounts to only m ote conservation programs over . a based on need from the state. Bryant 

Actmg executi ve director tor the lo- $8,500 which Carson said would only be series of years. "What we encourage is says they really haven't had any prob­
ca l ASCS office Robert Cm:_son sa.ys enough to fund a watcrshPd of 20 to 40 to do a little every year," said Bryant. !ern getting money. In fact. he said 
more work can be a ccomplished lor a(T('S ·on one farm. So they 've insti- "We're t reating the land instead of they always have been able to get 
the dolla·r spent on these suml?cr pro- tut~·d a mini-long term agn•ement the farme r ," h a dded . . . about as much money as the 'farmers 
jects than would be a~comphshcd on whith will be given to one applicant F unding from the state legis lature Is ·have requested and haven't had to turn 
pe ~,m~nent co_nservati~n ,structures from th(•list of applications received in , mandated by la w. noted Brya!'lt . a.s one _ any away. 
built m the sprmg and tall. Ma reh. of the reasons s ta te cost shanng funds Because oi the continual inflatiorr, 

Carson is the acting executive dir- " Selection of applica nts is one of the ha ve steadily increased over the which be estimah.~s ~g liw ··un.Wnn <>' 
ector for the county ASCS office while main jobs of the county commit tee years. On the othe r hund. Bryant s<.tid. about 10 percent annuall~· . Bryant al­
Irene Wetj en is visiting various coun- since the local ASCS office gene rally federal funding for cost sharing is not so believes that not as much conserva­
ty and s ta te ASCS offices in a training receives two to three times the num- required so when budget cutting talk tion work will get done as had been m 
program p reparing for her appoint- btlr of applicants than there is money begins on the federal level this is ~.me of the past. · .. . 
men_t a s local executi v~ din;ctor. c,.lr- to go _a round. Because of_.thi_s . th~ ~SCS . the first places t.hcy loo_k . . . . . . In reaction to this. Bryant said ~he 
son Is the ASCS executive direc tor for ·county committee has limits o1 $3,500 The state fundmg begms w-Ith an 1m- commissioners arc currently lookm,g 
Johnson coun ty. a s the maximum amount or mone~ any. tial proportionment. After this money a t sevcra I alt~rnati vcs. One of the a l-

In the spring the ASCS generally one farmer can receive in a year. It a is depleted on the local level , each dis-
1 

ternatives is to seek out alte r native 
funds ('Onservation projects such as farmer receives a large cost sharing trict ca n receive more money for e:x-l methods of fundi ng . the other being a 
pl•rma ncnt seeding_. \vindbr_eak plan~ - payment on.e y~ar. h_e is then aske~ to · tra projec ts if they . ~an t'irs.t demone1 cha nge in the priorities or the comm is-
ing and contour stnp croppmg pract1 - defer apphcatwn lor cost shanng strate a need, and 11 there IS money! s ion. t!..,,.r, .. «.•J "'" >M>-/; _ · 
ces. Contour strip cropping has a lso a vailable in the state rese rve. P.Jie 
r isen in pr iority for the ASCS commit-
tee because ils cost i~ lower than tc r-
racing. 



Bryant suid severa l counties such as 
P olk a nd Henry-have begun cost shar­
ing programs thr-ough the use of lo­
cally generated funds. This he said the · 
commissioners might be looking at in 
the nea r fu ture. 

He continued the rm·al c lean wa ter 
ac t m igh t provide extra funding to the 
couqty. i Qwever, al~hough the county 
has been -p laced on the funding prior­
ity lis t for th'e act, it isn 't high enough 
on the list to receive the monetary 
benefits of the act as yet. 

Bryant suid the commission might 
also be looking at their priority rating 
with ·the possibility in mind of chang­
ing the pr iorities from emphasizing 
permunent structures to more of a 
manugement p_rior ity system. 

The manugeinent systems wou ld 
emphasize the usc of no-till and con­
servation ti llage. According to the long 

· range plan 'developed by the conscr- _ 
vation com mi'ssion, conservation til l- -
age wou ld adequately protect about 
one-third of the county land still in 
need o{ some conscrva tiq,n practi ces. 
The remainder of the land needing pro­
tection would require a combina tion of 
terraces , sediment basins and conser­
vation t illage. However. conservation 
t illage a lone would at least slow do~n 
the e ros ion process , allowing mo re 
t im e for permanent structures to be 
built. 

One of the things Br}·ant said that 
was brough t out at the -las t nweti ng 
with county farmers was the need for a 
highet· rate of cost sharing to spel'd up 
the c-onservation progr am. Bryant 

, sa id some fee l that the state shou'ld 
cost share at a rate of ~bou t 75 . per­
cent. 

Howeve r , for the present a n ic reas­
. ed rate of cost sharing is not like ly. 
·" There's no use going 75 pe rcent if you 
can get rid of a ll the money you cc. n get 
at 50 percent. " sHid Bryant. 

MONEY TO GO AROUND - District cover the requests of county farme rs , 
soil conservationist Harry Brya nt said but funding is restricted to permanent 
the di strict soil conservation office is conservation pructices. 
generally able to get enough money t:o ___ ,_;____---------~""""':~~:::===:-·-------:--------.....;'-:-

MORE REQUESTS THAN FUNDS- The county agri­
cultural s ta bilization a nd conservation committee 
generally receives two to three times the requests from . 
county farmers for funding than they have money. The 
conservation p'rogra m assistant for the committee is 
Loretta Williams. 

i SCS Commissioners 
1 Meet May 15 In 
Williamsburg 

Iowa county soil conser-
. va tion district commis ­
sioners will m eet Tuesday, 
May 15, at the William s­
burg office at 8 p.m. 

Items on the agenda are 
the. conservation awards 
program, district budget 

.for 1979-80, a memoran­
dum of understanding with 
USDA and SCS, a supple­
ment on civil rights, EEO; 
and policy on that issue. 
Larry Beyer ; rural Maren­
go, is chairman of the 
boa rd. I 



Several soil conservation districts 
elected officers for the coming year 
in meetings held last month. 

The elections are as follows: 
Benton County. Chairman, Henry 

Lyphout, Vinton; vice chairman, Don 
Weichman, Atkins; secr~tary-treas­
urer, Connie cange, Vinton; assist­
ant commissioners, John Niebuher, 
Blairstown, Larry Rolfstead, Lee 
Goodell, Randy Mickelson, Harlan 
Bell, all of Vinton, Pauline Grovert, 
Shellsburg, Don Kozik, Belle Plaine, 
and Jim Jacobi, Atkins. 

Buchanan County. Chairman, 
. Harlan Murley, Aurora; vice chair­

man, Glenn Burrows, Brandon; 
secretary-treasurer, Janice Devens, 
Independence; and assistant com­
missioners, Beverly Forster, Aurora, 
and Paul Copenhaver, Independence. 

Cedar County. Chairman, Darrell 
Brown, West Branch; vice chairman, 
Bill Davidson II, Stanwood; secre­
tary, Kenneth Muller, Tipton; treas­
urer, Hilda Carey, Tipton; and assist-

. ant commissioners, Randall Shaull, 
- Tipton, and Russell Voss, Durant. 

Thurs., f_eb. 1, 1979 

Clayton County. Chairman, Lorin 
Dettmann, Monona; vice chairman, 
Bernard Hanson, Elgin; secretary­
treasurer, Mrs. Mary Carnes, El­
kader; and assistant commissioner, 
Oscar Pufahl, Garnavillo. 

Delaware County. Chairman, 
Larry Knipper, Hopkinton; vice 
chairman, Marvin · Calonder, Man­
chester; secretary-treasurer, Pat 
Hogan, Manchester; and assistant 
commissioners, Gib · Hoffman and 
Herb Prideg, both of Manchester, 
and Pam Ledenbach, Delhi. 

Fayette· County; Chairman; James 
Stewart, Oelwein; vice chairman, 
George Halstead, West Union; secre­
tary, Leslie Anderson, Castalia; and 
trea.surer, Frank Thyer, Randalia. 

Iowa County. Chairman, Larry 
Beyer, Marengo; vice chairman, Gre_g 
Misbach, Marengo; secretary-treas­
urer, Lennis Doehrmann, . Marengo; 
and assistant commissioners, Mary 
Welsh, Williamsburg, Bob Faber, 
Parnell, and Jerry McCaw, Williams-
burg. · 
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SCS DIST.RICT ORGANIZES- Soil ·Conservation Ser- second from right; and David McC?rtneY:,r~ar, ri,g.ht; 
vice district commissioners formulated plans for. tbe , McCartney has been an. assistant ~ornmi~S~oner nme 
new year meeting Jan. 2 at South Amana. Plaqu~s were years. Others serving are Mary Wel~h, ·williamsburg, 
given to· outgoing commissioner, Vernon Sandersfe~d, assistant commissioner;· and Greg M1sbach, Ma~engo, 
Homestead for nine years, front row, left: (:lnd Keith front row, right. In rear alBo.are Larry ,aeyer, 1\t?ren:-
Enochson, Conroy, rear, left, for· six year's. They were go, second, left: and Fred W~It~ , P.arnell. Beyerwas, r~-
succeeded by Larry Wetjen, r~ra} Marengo, front ~row. elected chairm.an of commiss~~~rs. _1_ 

--·----- - -~- ................. 

Johnson County. Chairman, John 
Lindemann, .Iowa City; vice chair­
man, Roger Stutsman, Hills; secre-· 
tary, Jan Duwa, Riverside; treasurer, 
Fremont Isaacs, Iowa City; and as- · 
sistant commissioners, Don Gringer 
and Robert Lovetinsky, both of Iowa 
City, and Ray Brannainan, Lisbon. 

Jones County. Chairman, Max 
Specht, Monticello; vice chairman, 
Pa4l Waggoner, Onslow; secretary­
treasurer, Rose Marie Austin, Ana­
mosa. 

Linn County. Chairman, Jack 
Kintzle, Coggon; vice chairman, Ste­
phen Martin, -Springville; secretary, 
Lavina Morphew~ Marion; treastJrer, 
Morris Neighbor, Mariah; and assist­
ant commissioners, Roy Hampton, 
Springville, Herbert Hoover and. 
Jean Oxley, both of Marion, Jerryi 
Passer, 1634 Arizona Ave. NE, Cedar 

·Rapids, and Curtis Schantz, Albur~ 
ne'tt. 

· Tama County. Chairman, Harry 
Scurr, Gilman; vice chairman, Wei­
bey Dixon, Toledo; secretary-treas­

, urer, Audrey Wheeler, Toledo; ·and 
-assistant commissioners, Harold 
·Higgins, Traer, and · Forest Hill, 
Dy!?art. 

Winneshiek Cour:tty. Chairman, 
Harris Bruvold, Decorah; vice chair­
man, Darrell Crawford, Frankville; 
secretary-treasurer, Obert Sac­
quitne, Mabel, Minn.; and assistant 
commissioners, Kenneth Reeves and 
Richard Geving, both of -Decorah, 
Andrew Hemesath, Calmar, and Mrs. 
Lavern Hageman, Fort Atkinson. 



P:rOgranis . Sup'POtt Pla·nting 

Trees Are lmp·ort~nt 
To All Conservation 

By Kevin Blind 
''Trees affect everything else in the 

natural resources field," said state for­
ester for this district, Robert Hibbs. 

The state forestry service has a pro­
gram of s~pplying trees to people 
around the state, and the local agricul­
ture &tabilization and conservation ser­
vice provides cost sharing programs to 
encourage tree plantings. However, 
both parties note problems with pro­
moting the tree planting programs. 

"It hurts us when land prices get high 
and market prices for grain rise," said 
Hibbs. "-Land clearing·is still going on, 
and it's going on on land that's too steep 
for crops and in river bottoms." 

Hibbs believes part of the land clear­
ing is a carry over from the pioneer eth- , 
ic in Iowa to clear. the land and put it in­
to useful production. 

Irene Wetjen, acting director for the · 
ASCS office in Williamsburg, 'also re­
ferred to these problems along with the 
property taxes on farm land. Howev.er, 
she said she couldn't really blame farm- , 

. ers because, with the high costs of land 
maintenance, fa rmers have to put as 
much land as they can into production to 
pay for these costs. 

However, both parties noted that tree 
planting progr,ams are fairly success­
ful in Iowa county. State wildlife biolo­
gist Robert Kurtt said that part of the 
reason for the success of the programs 
in the county could be attributed to the 
hilliness of the county's terrain. · 
' ·'<-·We've got a lot of land here that's not · 
suitable for row crops,,. said. Kurtt . 

Amana Program 

ners said he has carried out an active 
tr{le planting program since he has been 
here, about four years. In that time, Hin-

. ners said, he has planted about 77,000 
trees with his biggest year in 1976 when 

, he planted 33,000 maples. Hinnes said he 
gets about 95 percent of his seedlings 
from the state n·ursery. 

Every winter Hibbs and Kurtt travel 
the state taking orders for seedlings 
from the state nursery. They were in 
Iowa county on Jan. 5 for the program. 

"We try to get. people interested in es-

tablishing or improving existing forest 
for erosion control and wildlife refuges 
and water conservation," said Hibbs. 
He . noted they also help people pla_n, 
windbreaks, but the·y don't recommend· 
the use of state nursery trees for wind­
breaks because they're so small. Fo.r 
windbreaks they recommend the per­
son go to a private nursery for larger 
trees to provide more immediate bene­
fits . 

According to Hinners, the expressed 
purpose of the state nursery is for fores-

Kurtt continued probably-the biggest · 
eustomer)n .Iowa county is the Amana I 
:~£)ci~ty.'., !fe ~-stjmated that probably .50 
, PetQ~ntof aH .the trees sold m the .coun­
ty_are-ptirchased by the Amanas, and he 

TREE ·R~AN,r~NG.PROGRAM-~ W ildlif.e biologist Ro-. 
b~rt ~K~rtt and~.forestenRoberfHibbs fulk wftli Wavn·e 
GI!Igeneh-and Larry". DePmody; both of Filmore -town­
ship a bout· -~rc;teriJ?-g :seedlings from the state nursery. 
Kurtt and Hibbs were at the- c~mnty ASCS office· on Fri­
day, J9n. 5, to take. orders h~9m county residents as a r::!. ~~ ~t~e stat~ Wide progr~m promoting tree pl9-nt-

·d;_ if it weren't for the Amanas, tpe ~ 
nty would not have the wild turkey 

ocated within its .borders. ; 
ore,ster for the Amanas John Hiri- 1 
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tation, th~ seedlings £tlf1Dot be ·use<L.for 
windbreaks by law. ··•··· . 

·. _ · . . Cons.erve ~pil . · ~ .. 
Wetjen said theJ ree ~plantings ·are ex­

cellent soil conservation practice. The 
-trees help hold the soil' m_ore firmly and 
proteet it from runoff. Kiirtt said wind­
breaks are used along fi~lds in western 
Iowa where the land is ftatter and the 

· climate is drier to protect the soil from 
the ravages of the wind .. 

"When you have· a hillside covered 
with trees, water will ~e retained by the 
trees and released gradually," added 
Kurtt as an advantage to tree plantings 
in this area. 

The fact that the trees protect the soil 
from water runoff also helps to keep 
streams and rivers cleaner~ making 
tree plantings ·a means· oLwater conser­
vation~ Of course, Kurtt said, tree plant­
ings naturally make excellent wildlife 
refuges. ''All these things are .interre­
lated," he said. 

The ASCS county committee' is cur­
rently in the process of designating the 
percentages for coSt sbari,ng of its var­

. ious programs. During '19?8 the county 
, committee had cost shated .on a 50 per­
' cent basis for the establishment of per­
manent wildlife habitats, windbreak re-
storation or establishment, forest tree 
stand improve!Dent and forest - tree 
plantations ~ :,Wetjep _guessed that the . 
1979 cost sHaring program would re­
main the same. 

"I'm sure the tree planting practices 
will continue to carry a high priQrity 
with the county comrit~ttee,"· said . Wet- .. . 
j~n. 

. According )~~;;f~.t:I~r:al ·:.~~ reg,p-:1-aJions, 
where the cost .. snanng fund· ongmate, 

1 the COUnty coufd COSt share Up to 75 per­
'cent of the· money necessary to estab-

l
lish the various programs_. Wetjen s_ aid, 

· however, that the coul)ty _would: rather 
1 keep the percentage at 50 _percent so the 
money allocated can reach mote farm- · 
ers. . · · -. · 

"If we spend a lot on one person, then 
lwe have fewer people served," she ex­
plained. "We'd rather get more people 
involved in conservation." . _ , 

Wetjen said the county committee 
feels it sbould ·do something to protect 

1 
th~e forests. Because there are still more 
trees being taken -in tbe state than trees 

1 planted is one of the reasons for the high 
priority placed on the cast sharing pro-
grams. · . 

I One of the biggest problems involved, · 
with keeping a forest in the proper con-

' dition in Iowa is livestock. ''I'd say it's 
the number one problem in Iowa,' : said 
,Kurtt. 

Hibbs said unrestrained grazing in 
forested areas stifles the regeneration 

·process of the wooded area. He said the 
livestock will feed on the seedlings and 
·sapplings which in time would have re­
placed the older trees. 

' "They eat everything but the _tttorn 
speCies," said Hibbs. . 

. . . . 

so:':' Kuru sahf. he and. Hibbs suggest 
feneing Qff the·-ju·ea when any type of 
tr~ planting, if cplanned by a farmer. · 
As£! cost sharing n,gulations require 
fe .... g for aU of its p.rograms. 

"FenCing is . probably tfie most im­
portant~·· thing yqu can do ," said Kurtt. 



IID·IIll--TOUR 

3rd Year No-Till 

See and hear about these 
no-till plots f.rom the ~ 
farmer, -chemical dealer, . 
implement dealer, exten­
sion specialist 'and son 
conservation service. 

Corn in-AHalfa Sod 

6:00P.M.- Duane Stohlffiann's: 1 mile north of Landmark, 1lh miles west, and ¥4 mile south. 

7:15P.M.- Jack Tuttle's: 1 mile south of Marengo and 2 miles west. 

8:00P.M.- Howard Tuttle's: 2 miles west of Marengo on Highway 212 . 

. saonsorad BY 

- Shaull's Implement, Marengo· • Thermogas, 
I lie., Marengo· - Iowa county sou · 

· -conservation District· 



. . 

Participate 1n 
no-till corn tour 

About 25 farmers went on an 
evening tour of corn planted by 
the no-till method on July t6 at 
the Duane Stohlmann, Jack Tuttle 
and Howard Tuttle farms . 

At each of the farms, each 
farmer told of his management 
and experience with no-till 
farming and answered· any 
questions the group asked about 
his operation. Specialists from the 
Extension Service, Chevron 
Chemical Company f Monsanto 
Chemical Company, Thermogas 
Company, Shaull Implement and 
the Soil Conservation Ser"Vice 
were prese·nt to answer questions 
_pertaining to their fields. 1 

The tour sites included corn 
planted in alfalfa-brome sod, 3 
years of no-till corn after corn and 
first year of no-till in last year's 
com. stubble. 

No-till is ·a relatively new 
method of producing corn or 
soybeans in Iowa but is catching 
on very fast because of the 
benefits of reducing fuel needs 
'and reducing soil loss. With good 
management, yields are compar­
able to yields of conventional 
tillage in Eastern Iowa, according 
to those who have been using it 
the past few years. 

Iowa county has approximately 
3,000 acres of corn planted the 
no-till method this year. 

, ::f.d.J';'o£e_,~ e.A. 

Farmers ToU1 Corn 
. . 

Plan·ted By No-Till 
About 25 fanners attend- at the Duane Stohlmann, Each farmer told of his 

ed a tour of com planted by Jack Tuttl~ and Howard management and exper-
the no-till method on July 16, Tuttle farms. ien·ce with no-till farming, 
--------- - - -- · --- -:- . and answered any ques-

/ 

tions about his operation. 
Specialists from the exteh- · 
siori service, Chevron 

r chemical, Monsanto 
I Chemical, Thermogas 

companies, Shaull Imple­
ment, and the soil conser­
vation ~ervice were pre­
sent to answer questions 
pertaining to the fields. 

The tour sites included 
corn plapted in alfalfa­
brome sod, three years of 
no-till corn after corn, and 
first ·year of no-till in last 
year corn stubble. 

No-till is a method of pro­
ducing corri or soybeans re­
ducing fuel needs and soil 
loss. With good manage-

' ment, yields are compar-
able to yields of conven­
t' onal tillage in eastern 
Iowa, according to those 
who .have been using it the 
last few years. · 
· Iowa county has appro-

. ximately 3,000 acres of corn 
-..· planted the no-till inethod 

this year: 



Soil Commissioners 
Will Meet 
In Williamsburg 

Iowa county· soil com­
missione rs will meet M<tr. 
27 at the soil conserv~ttion 
service (SSS) office. {iOO 
Court. Williamsburg. at 
7:30p .m. 

Items on the ~tgenda in­
cluded approval of min­
utes and treasurers re port 
and discussion -of cost -
share request und annu~tl 
work plan. 
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Meeting Is Friday - - , 

Offer Information -On Trees, 
w· ife Areas WHI iamsbu· g 

People in terested in 
planting trees or develop­
ing wildlife areas are in­
vited to come to the Will­
iamsburg agricultur al sta­
bilization and . conserva­
tion service (ASCS) office 
Friday, Jan. 5, betweem 
9: 3Q a .m. and 3: 30 p.m. 

disl r ict forester of the Iowa shrubs for reforestation or 
conservat ion commission; wildlife . 
Harry Br)'ant, district con- . Assist~nce will be given 
servationist of the Soil Con- - in the filling . out of the or­
s~rvati~n . service; . and der forms and determining 
Iren~ WetJen, A~CS. ~ _ ·. the kinds and amount of 
P,~mted material w~U be trees and -s-hrubs to order . . 

avmlable for anyone mter- · 
ested in trees or wildlife . ' Prices for. the 1979 nur-

Information will be avail­
able from Bob Kurtt, wild·­
_life biologist ; Bob Hibbs, 

Order forms will be avail- sery stock is $25 to $30 per 
ble for those wishing . to · thousand ..plus tax and 
make q_r.pers for t rees or shipping . 

. ' 

~(;~ ~6 ~~ (>~. 
,_ _ ~ ... {':: 

,. Marengo, Iowa 
' . January 22, 1979 

i STATE OF IOWA: SS . · 
· COUNTY OF IOWA : . · 

The Board of Supervisors met 
this 22nd day of January, 1979, in 
adjourned session at the Court-
house with all members /present. 
Meeting wns convened at 9 a.m. 

Dalt; Mayberry, · Williams~urg, 
met w1th the Boa rd concerning pro-

' posed closing of Highway 149 by 
IDOT for repair work over an ex­
tended period. 
· Upon motion by Buelow and sc-

1 conded by. Thys approved endorse­
ment of statement to Iowa Dep3Ft­
ment of Transportation. by Wil­
liamsburg residents and groups 
asking that planning modifications 
be considered in construction 'work 
to be done ~m Project FI49-2 (9) -20-
48. All voting Aye. Motion carried·. 

Applicants. for courthouse cus­
todian position were inten·iewcd. 

:%Representatives from SCS were 
' present to ask Board's cooperation 
muse of funds forconser\·ation pur­

' pose~. Present were: Fred White·. 
Gregory T. Misbach. Larry E . 

r Beyer. David McCartney. Larrv 
Wetjen. Ted Os\\·ald arid Harr\: 
Bryant. · 

At 11:35 a.m .. Board recessed to 
go to county care facility 'and re: 
convened at 1 p.m. · 

The following residents li\·ing on 
Lakeside Road in Middle were p~­
sent to request the aoard reconsi ­
der its plan to hard surface the West 
~mana. Road and give priority con­
Sideration to hard surfacing the 
Lakeside Road in Middle: Roger E. 
N_ordyke. Harri,et K. Graesser. Mel­
vm R. Graesser, Dieter D. Konit­
zer, Karl Shull , Clifford Trumpold . 
Ralph DeGood . James Bryson. 
Vernon Klimes, Ivan W. Reihmann 
and Carl W. Hergert. h •an Reih- , 
mann acted c.ls spokesman <md pre-

. sented ~roup ' s request to Board. 
Discussion was held. and Board 
asked residents of all villages tore­
activate a road committee and re­
commend to current Board of 
Supervisors roads to be on con­
struction and maintenance pro­
,gram: that a unified program bees­
tablished. 
' At 2:40p.m .. Bourd recessed to 3 
p.m. and reconvened at that hour. 

Upon motion. by :rhys and se­
conded by Buelow approved 
minutt's of January 19, 1979 as prc­
sent~d . All \'oting Aye . Motion 
earned. 

Thurs., Jan. 18, 1979 

Homeowners, farmers or 
anyone who has an interest 
in tree planting, wildlife , or 
conservation of natural re­
sources a re welcome. 

Any aspect of conserva­
tion will be discussed from 
soil ·.conservation, water 
control , wildlife habitat, 
hunting any type tree plant­
.i n g , tree m a n a g e ~ 
ment, and marketing. 

The NEWSpapers of Iowa County 

Thys introduced motion that · 
Iowa County invest in .two cars for 

· the Sheriff's nepurtmcnt ~md that 
Federal Revenue Sharing funds be 
used to make this purchuse. Bue­

-low seconded motion specifying 
that motion be tubled until further 
study on matter is done. 

At 4 ·p.m .. Boa rd udjourned to 
Monday. Junuary 29, 1979, at 9 a.m. 

s/Leonurd J . Thys. 

NEW ·coNSERVATIONIST - Ted 
Oswald has assumed the duties of as­
sistant to the soil conseryation service 
office in Williamsburg. Oswald has 

had seven years of association with 
state and .federal conservation pro­
grams through his work at Knoxville 
and Algona. 

_ ___ ....._ ________ ...;.... . • ."'=""""",_ ---....--

Chuirml.ln . 
Board of Supervisors 

·~ . s/Mary E. Slaymaker. · · 
l low_il County Auditor ( 

~ PR -JT -6-lt 
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Stresses EnvironnJental Studies - -

learn Tricks Of The Trail 
At Conserva-tiOn Workshop 

, ......... , 
:::· .. · .... . : 

,, 

this fall at Camp EWALU near Struw­
berry Point. 

By Doris McCartney 
Teachers went 'to the 

woods to sit, listen, ob­
serve and smell for a week­
end course in environmen­
tal education ~t Camp 
EWALU near Strawberry 
Point , Sept. 29 and 30. 

''I was amazed how rnuch 
there is to learn in a seclud­
ed site, " M·arcia Wehner. u 
fifth grade teacher for the 
Williamsbur.g Community 
school district, says. 

"Tricks of the Trail, was 
one of her favorite courses, 
which featured a hike by 
the teachers, assigned to 
drop out at intervals at iso­
lated spots. "In our soli­
tude we were to .concen­
trate on our spot and write 
reports on our observa-
tions. I was impressed at 
how much activity there is 
happening in the wood­
lands," Mrs. Wehner com­
ments. 

I 

Her attendance at the 
workshop was sponsored by 
the Iowa county soil con- MADE A BUDDY BURNER - Marcia Wehner, Wil­
serv ation district. Fees liiffisburg fifth grade teacher, and her husband. Bill at­
were less than $15 , which tended a teacher's conservation outdoors education 
did not include lodging. She workshop this f~ll where she l~arned_ to ~ake a bu~dy 
was accompanied by her burner for· cookmg and transform wildlife tracks mto 
husband, · Bill. They plaster forms. . . · 

Nearly 200 attended the - - - - A sma j ~1 r 1 s~i"S'l'rc-~ SHOWS OUTDOOH COLLECTIONS­
Wildlife collections for ·posters and 
coal gar<;lens are items fifth graders in 
the Williamsburg Community school 
district have found interesting. M<.tr­
cia Wehner, teacher. studied environ­
mental education during a workshop 

camped in their trailer. t 
ou:tdoors studies, ranging in . with sawdust. a small piece 

of tissue paper. plaster of 
·--------~="""'·~=~====--- to eat we l .enoug Qr ·I paris with a hole opening. 

4 tablespoons uniodized meal preparation. . The center is filled with a 

age from 5 for children with od to feed winter . bir«_s. to interest children 'in their 
their parents to some who "The kids like the project surroundings. 
were 70. since they can dig into the - "Children · are chal-

"There were hard ingredients with their lenged by bringing in a va·~ 
choices to decide," she ad- hands and get messy." riety of outdoors items, ce­
mits. "I wanted to take Into a bowl they prepare dar boughs, tree leaves, 
·more studies than time al- amounts of uncooked rice , weed pods, moss or gras- · 
lowed." She opted for two oatmeal. commercial bird- ses and twi-g~ to create pic­
others- new games and pot- seed , grinder chopped fiefd tures OQ . colorful sandpa­
pourri. · corn and peanut butter. per by arranging the arti-

. 'We were asked to ima- Push the batter into hDles in cles at various angles. 
gine how the · land lay prior a small log, rnade by drill- Seed Tap~s 
. to the arrival of the lndi- ing openings or coat a pine- Seed tapes for spring gar-
ans, during the occupation cone. · ' dens are practical for 
and what has occurred in Fathers of t~1e farm chit- youngsters or to give as 
the passing years. Aware- dren are kind enough to pro- gifts. Mrs. Wehner teaches 
ness is the key to environ- vide the grinder mixed her pupils to carefully .ar- I 

mental education," Wehn- corn , she says. range seeds on a length of 
er ~bserves. Attach a cord or wire to tissue paper, easily soft-

Smce her stay in the the bird feeder and station ened by rain and to cover it 
woods, sh€ has been afflict- · it where you can watch the with sticky tape. 
ed by curiosity_ about nut- activities, Mrs. Wehner "These are inexpensive. 
ural ~lements m her sur- suggests. The bird feeder compared to the commer­
roundmgs and has become would also be a thoughtful cial product," she notes . . 
a coll~c~or te p~ovide op- gift to a shut in or grandpa- Her science pupils be­
portumties for science clas- rent for -Christmas and be- came intrigued with mak­
ses . as they pursue conscr- comes part of environment ing coal gardens. "Take a 
vatwn studies. if left .to decay, if not re- coal cinder and pour over 

_Bird Feeders filled. once it is empty, she these ingredients," she sug-
. For.mstance, by guther- adds. gests. 
mg pmecones, her pupils Nature pictures are 
are finding a simple meth- another activity designed 

salt Her h_usband t?qk.n t~ree bit' of ci>tton soaked in alco -
4 tablespoons water gallon_ tm can. shtthe ~Ides. ho~ after the. nrst mixture 1 

4 tablespoons blueing and pier~ed a hole on the dncs. A spec1men dropped · 
1 ta~lespoon ammonia !bottom_ side ?f the can a~d into the jar dies quickly for 
Pour over the clinker and ~urned It upside down. H~.~t preserving in a humane 

watch the crystal form and. ,IS generated by ~l paraffm: way. --
grow. Food coloring also 

1

and cardboa rd Wick. A number 'or teuchers 
......---~---=--- ~----· - ·'Instructors showed us) rl b 1· h · t" 
adds to the colorful gar- . that placing strips of bacon . ma..,.e utter or t elr lrst 
deH. . . in a folded paper grocery 

Some cht_ldren . h.ave bag and an egg on top in 15 
mact,e them to mstal_lm Jars . minutes we would have a 
or fish ta~ks. Bluemg, the 1 'delicious breakfast on the 
old fashiOned prodw;t, buddy burner," the teach­
s~ems to .have nearly dts- . er comments . 
appe,ared from the grocery . The burner should be 

I sh~lves. Mrs. Wehner ob- small, about one or two 
1 tam_ed her suppl~ from an ·] inches across or otherwise 
environmental ms~ruct9r it would become too .hot. she 
for the benefit of the her pu- cautions . · 1 

pils. Liquid castings arc a :ai\ os lnoqe I 
method to save outdoor oJaq paww m.~ s1uawss; 

Wildlife Tracks treasures. H.esin cast .into JaM ·acaenn ~l{l U! asn~JJ 
An observant woodsman molds. usually ice cube '3mna'3 AS:., -oJd 3l{l P!CJ 

I will find colle.cting wildlife trays or aluminum foil uo.lnoqc Aq -.uoJ ~Jn a1do 
· tracks a treasure to take pans, for simplicity, rc-

1
e,uasuo:) ·nn.1 ~l{l l-1! ~ 

home and store . But a sim- quires 24 hours to dry. . l S!Q JO <UB;) U! l{lUOW c 1r 
ple method of preserving Before the liqu id con~ ,up1noqs (Ja 'S!l{.L ·s~JnlJ 

. and studying bird and ani- geuls . twigs or. -m iniutu rc s,aJaltJ,, aJo]aq 1no S! 
mal prints is with a coll~~- _ items mc.1y be dropped intQ _: _ _.:..:_--~---:--1 
tion of plaster of pa-ris il. The fin ishc ! prod ct . ! 
casts. . : muy serYP ~ ~ s .. <t :l~ 1 K r 

Her collection includesj weight or ecorativ ' i t 11,; 

pheasant , racoon, badger, , Kill J ar 
·skunk and fox, made ~· ith Becau~ l' d1 ild ren often 
rubber molds. . choose hio log~· o ent om(>-

A practical method for llogy proj ects . instructors 
surviving in the woods or an · 1 showed the t 'uchers the 
isolated camp site is the 1most hum<.mc method to kill 
hud~y burnt::~· guara_nteed an insect wi th a kill jar. 

t-' .. u f " U uv:>JvJ)UV fJ~ _:j 

pJOJXO 'sp~eMp] PIOJeH 
- pealsawoH. '~~eeg sawer. 
uauJet4 '~aneqne1s lU~IMO 



Long Range Plan Is Revised 

T He ·Ha A lwo-old Plan 
To Fight Soli Erosi9n 

By Kevin Blind 
"We estimate that at (present rates) 

it would take us about 100 years to treat 
all of the land that still needs erosion 
protection in the district ,'' said district 
soil conservationist Harry Bryant. 

Bryant estimates that, of the 301 ,000 
acres of crop land in the distirct, 40 per­
cent is adequately protected from soil 
erosion. This estimate includes 10 per­
cent with no erosion problem, 15 per­
cen t rivf'r bottom which has no erosion 
p·roblem and another 15 percent which 
has been adequately treated through 
control structures or conservation prac-
ti~es. . 

This h•aves about 182,000 acres of un­
protected land which Bryant estimates 
would take about 100 years to treat 
through permanent structures. - Now 
comes the problem. Hryant also esti­
mates with current erosion rates, it will 

available before the unprotected land t 
runs out of topsoil through conservatio 1 

tillage gjving more time to erect per­
manent structures to solve the erosion 
problem. The second part of the plan is 
to increase the intensity of tlie con­
struction of the permanent et:osion con­
trol structures thus reducing the esti­
mated 100 years necessary to _adequate­
ly protect the land. 

Financing Is Concern 
Financing is one of the major con­

cerns . Cost sharing programs both 
through the state and federal govern­
ments are available. The state allocat­
ed $87,000 in 1978 in cost sharing funds 
while the federal government also cost 
shared about ·$86,000 in soil conserva: 
tion projects. _ · ' 

"As far as interest is concerned, the 
farmers n re willing," said Bryant. "The 
thing that's holding us back is the ex­
treme cost.'' 
· ·Bryant said it usually costs about $300 
per acre to terrace the Ian , but terrae.: 
ing costs sometimes range as high as 
$500 per acre. Figuring the lower cost of 
$300 per acre, and the 50 percent cost 
sharing pr_ograms available through the 

·governm-ent, the district would only be 
1 able to terrace 1,153 acres per year if all 
of the government money were used for 
terracing. 

According to Bryant participntion is 

not the pro_blem. "It seems like once you 
get a farmer started on a program, 
there's no problem," said Bryant. He 
said farmers involved in a conservation I 
program will keep coming back year af­
ter to do a little more. For every dollar 
spent in government money, Brym'lt 
said the farmer spends. about $1.50. -. . 

What Bryant hopes to do is work fodn­
crea.sed funding for cost · sharing so 
more land can be treated against ero­

. ~ion each year. He also said that tax in­
<:entives could also lengtjlen the con-

only be 24 years ·before the untreated 
crop land in the district is left without 
any topsoil. 

Of this remaining acreage which still 
needs erosion protection , Bryant says 
about one-third of it could be ad~quate­
ly protected through conservation til­
lage while the other 120,000 acres would 
need practices such as crop rotation , 
terracing, strip cropping, nnd contour­
ing for adequate erosion protection . 

Revise Plan 
Bryant believes continued -work with 

both the farmers and legislators can 
speed up the process and protect the 
land from erosion in spite of this dooms­
day prohecy. To help with speeding up 
the process, the local soil conservation 
district is in the process of revising the 
long range plan for· the di stric;t. "Thi s 
will give people an idea of what we' ll be 
trying to do in the next four to five 

struction period for soil conservation 
projects·. .. · : -~ 

"Right n:ow we<ion 'tget as much sum­
mer construction done as we 'd like bc­
cause .,the ground is in crops,'' Bryant 
explained. 

Hight now they work with the farm­
ers to use the set aside program to their 
benefit for construction. By building 
conservation structures on land 'which 
has been ~et aside under the_federal.pro­
gram, the farmer can still receive some 

. · monetary reimbursemen·t for ·the reve­
nue lost by leaving the land fallow for 
the construction. 

Other than that, Bryant said they 
I 

have to waft until the crop is out before 
they can built erosion structures. This. 
Bryan·t said, is usually about n month in 
. the spring and two months in the fall. 

''Another thing a few people are con­
cerned about is they're afraid the pro­
ductivity of the land will increase in the 
long run and their tax assessments will 
increase," said Bryant. · 

--~= 

"There's some concern that (a farm-
er) shouldn't be taxed because he took 
care of his ground," he added. 

Conservation tillage reduces erosion 
·by about one-half, according to Bryant. 
"By getting people to use conservation 
tillage , we can extend the 24 years (esti­
mated before the topsoil is gone) to 
about 50 years," said Bryant. 
--·-------=-'-'-·~---~-

This brings Bryant to the third prob­
lem outlined in the long range plans. The 
problem of getting people to under­
stand the extent of soil erosion and the 
correct methods for conservation til­
lage. This, he said, would involve a lot of 
education. 

''People think that if they chisel plow 
or just disk the ground they're practic­
ing conservation tillage,'" said Bryant, 
"but they're going otit there and work­
ing the ground so much, they're not real­
ly using conservation tillage." 

years," said Bryant. He said the re~ 
vised plan should be ready for distribu­
tion after the first of next year. 

The report identifies many of the ma­
jor problem areas involved in the soil 
conservation program and some sug­
gestions as to how to alleviate these 
problems. The five major problems in­
volve finanCing, the construction sea­
son, understanding and education, tech­
nical expertise and construction con­
tractors and equipment. 

The basis of the plan is twofold, with 
the firs t part being to increase the time 

SOIL CONSEHVATION DIHECTOH 
- District conservationist for the Soil 
Conservation service Harry Bryant 
uses the soil tests in the background to 
explain many of the points involved in 
soil conservation when he lectures . 

For adequate conservation tillnge, 
rya t said, a farmer needs to leave 

_.tb0ut 2,0 · o 3,000 pounds of residue 
f 1 om I ·s vears crop on the top of the 
"""' n nrl. s an example, he said if a 
farmer wet·e able to produce about 150 
bushels of corn per acre, he would have 
about 9,000 pounds of residue left after 
the harvest. 1 

Each time a farmer chisel plows or1 
disks a field, Bryant said, the residue on 
top of the ground is reduced by about' 
half. So the' field with 9,000 pounds of re­
sidue originally could only be chis-eled 

or disked-twice to leave adequate cov­
erage. Bryant said many times a farm­
er leaves only 1,000 pounds of residue on 
the ground after he finishes with the . 
field . 

Bryant estimates that only 40,000 
acres within the district would actually 
be classified as tilled with conservation 
methods. 
, The last two problems outlined in the 

long range plan may· or, may not end up 
to be problems. They deal with the ques- . 
tion of whether there will be an ad.e­
quate supply of people with technical 
skills and contractor~ with equipment 
available should "conservation con­
struction increase. 

Bryant said there are people who be­
lieve that the number of construction 
contractors and construction equi-p­
ment will increase as the construction 
-intensifies. He noted the technical skills 
usually come from people who· are fund­
ed through federal programs. With all of 
the talk about cutting governrhent 
spending, Bryant worries that the tech­
nical expertice won 't be there when it's 
needed. 
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History Repeats Itself - -

Soil Erosion Pia ues 
Farmers For Centuries 

Editor's note: The follow­
ing is the speech delivered 
by Jeff Folkmann , rural 
Marengo, for the Iowa 
county Soil Conservation 
service speech contest re­
cently. Jeff, a junior at 
Iowa Valley and a member 
of Future Farmers of 
America, is the son of the 
Wayne Folkmanns . He 
competed also in the re­
gional speech contest. 

By Jeff Folkmann 

If you have ever asked a 
person wh~t soil is, he 
might tell you it is what a 
farmer plants his crops in. 

. Ask that same person what 
dirt is, and he might tell you 

· it is ·the same. thing. 
That person would. be 

partially correct for soil is 
what a farmer plants in, but 
dirt is misplaced soil. Dirt · 

' is what soil erosion is all 
concerned with. 

Erosion results in less 
and less productive soils, 
and history is repeated so 
take for example a country 
in Africa. Some of the coun­
tries near the Sahara 
Desert in years past, had 
productive soils. They 
farmed their land ~nd their 
countril!s grew. When they 

. eroded the topsoil off, the 
land couldn't support as 
large a population. The peo­
ple either had to move or 
starve. Today the Sahara 
Desert is expanding to 
swallow-up these regions. 

Along this line of thought place . We have to protect 
the U.S. may be heading in . the land that we now farm . 
the same direction. Today, Man is a land animal -
the U~. has the most pro- where would we be without 
ductive soil in the world. the soil?- Man lives on the 
The land of the U.S. is be- land, he builds on the land, 
ing eroded at a fantastic he eats from the land, and 
rate. eventually we will be in the 

Soil scientists tell that the land. People must realize 
average soil can produce soon what is happening be­
from one to one and one- · cause half the topsoil is now · 
half tons per acre per year. gone, and in 75 years the 
The lowest estimate of soil other half may be gone. 
erosion is a rate of five tons We have many sayings 
per acre per year. This is and one of these is that it is 
one reason that U.S. agri- to late to shut the barn door 
culture ranks third as a afte r the horse is gone. It 
polluter of water. will be to late to suy con­

Farmers and landown­
ers, even home owners, 
who don't protect the soil 
from erosion are asking for 
problems. Times are 
changing, and people must 
change tbe.ir attitudes with 
them. 

serve soil and water after 
the soil is gone and the 
water is polluted. Future 
minded people say the sea 
can be farmed and support 
the populations, but if the 
water is so polluted it can't 
grow anything, how will it 
support us? 

Two hundred years ago The soil has been abused 
when this country was and battered for a hundred 
small and just being plus years. With the de­
settled our · forefathers mands of today we can't 
'cleared ·the land sowed wait even fifty more! Time 
their crops on the iand and will tell how we handled this 
raised their families here. ' · · 
The land they settled 
wasn't the best on the con­
tinent, and when the soil be­
came eroded or the soil 
wore out, they only had to 
pack up the wagon and 
move west. 

Today,· hpwever, the best 
land is in production: we 1 

can't move to another I 
d-~ (?. ""~cez r~Y';,~) 

SHORT TERM -CONSERVATION 
District conservationist Hurry Bry-

ground on the Jerald McCaw farm in 
Pilot township is the maximum step in 
conservation tillage. Bryant said other 
conservation tillage practices would 
be such things as using achisel plow or 
disk instead of the common mold­
board plow. 

. ant says that conservation tillage is a · 
short term answer to the soil erosion 
problems of the district. Conservation 
tillage, he said, could double the 
amount of time before unprotected 
land loses all of its topsoil. This no-till 

- -- ------

Thurs., Dec. 7. 1978 

PERMANENT STRUCTURES - The 
ultimate goal of the conservation di.S­
trict said Bryant is to erect perman­
ent structures such as these dryponds 
found on the Chris Swartzendruber 
farm in Greene township to contr9l~oil 

1 

erosion adequately. ~ryant ·descnbes 
adequate protection as a soil loss of no 
more than five tons of soil per year~ Be­
low that loss rate, Bryant said the soil 
could be replenished by nature. See ar­
ticle page 6C. 
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Stud 
-y Wins Contest .;,:,~ . . ,!. 

·act ice Soil Conservation· 
-r&day. Far Ben ef itlom OffOW · 

Edttor's note: Th,e follow- . 
ing";was the fir$t place en­
try of CharL~s Heitman, 
daughter -of t\le Harlan 
Heitmans, Williamsburg, 
in the Soi! Cc;mservation 
service essay contest for 
junior ·high students. Char­
Les is an eighth grade ~tu­
dent at Lutheran Inter­
parish scnool. 

By CharLes Heitman 
-~ 

Tq· .. roar,1y mothers, men-'· 
tl~n'l.·s;~·'·.·. 1 ···~.a. n. ~ th.· ey think of dlrty ·.· · ·.. s.Andmuddy car:-
p~ts. · · , ~~~-otijer hand, ask 
childreit: J:~~ they think of 
having furr~:'wit.h mudpies 
Sln.d playinl: in ~he ~irt. 

To the fattner soil means 

enough. That's where soil water comes down t~e hill, 
conservation comes in. the grass helps stop It from 

. .' gaining speed and digging 
Sm.l Co~servat10n . - gulleys. · 

Why Is sml conservatiOn 
30 important? It's similar Farmers can also be the 
to company. It takes so long reason for infertile soil .. It's 
to prepare the house, yet, in up to them to plant so that 
a flash, after the company their land yields as expect-
is gone ," its q mess. Topsoil ed. · 
is the same way. . By rotating · their crops, 

Hundreds of years are farmers can keep their land 
needed to. creat~ just one in pretty good condition. 
inch of topsoil, yet after Naturally by planting the 
wind, and too much water is same crop year after year, 
gone, you wouldn't know the land won't be as fertile. 
_there was any to begin. . By plantiQg corn one year 

· W ate_r ,though can be use- and soybeans the next, the 
.ful, so Its up to. t~e f~rmer soybeans will ·replace the 
to make use of It without nitrogen the corn took out. 
ruining the soil. ' 

.a lot moreoth~m r:neets the , Minimum tillage, and 
eye. Water, tqq, Is a valu- mulch tillage are methods 
f(lple res'?urce::, an? can be becoming more widely 
~ust as vit~l.~,. sml. used here. to prevent majot 

Sheet erosion is one thi_ng 
farme~s must beware of. 
Sheet erosion \s dangerous 
because it does its damage 
so quickly. Regular ero­
sion takes place when con­
stant wind and rain wear 
away the soil little by little. 
But strip cropping can pre­
vent sheet erosion. By 
planting several crops in al­
ternating strips, the rain 
won't harm the soil as 
much. 

But wqi3.ts going to hap- wind erosion. By _leaving 
pen if we pon't take proper large lumps of d1tt ~md 
care of these things? Wast.;. some form of vegetatiOn, 
ing pr~~iou's s;c)H can m~an such as chopped corn stalks 
crop failur~; ·.:and misusing and mowed hay on the land, 
valuable water could mean the wind can't blow it away 
dry l~nd . alfd dry crops . · as easily. 
·Many ~atld and water im- Mulch tillage works when 

rovers"-:>Can . guaran~e~ to farmers spread straw on 
eep each m fair conait1on, Hie lana and disc it u nder. 

\ but con.servat!on isthe first . Both of . these methods 
step to:·a ·profitable future. create residues on the land 

wat'er conservation and ?o similar jobs. 
To kids, ponds mean re- Sod must be prote':ted 

creation like swimming on from .wa ~tr as well as wm~. 
a hot summer day and ice Yes, m ,nost cases water Is 
skating on a cold winter ~ery helpful, but some­
rhorning and just a natural ~Imes can be harmful. For 
spot of beauty aiJ.year long . . mstance, whel} . water 
But sometimes, the price of comes do"":n as ram m larg_e 
happiness can mean waste a~o~nts, It can carry sod 
and having fun can resultin \\Ith It. 
disaster. That's why farm­
ersrmust use strict methods 
to conserve water. 

Terracing is a method of 
good drainage and soil con­
servation. A terrace is· us­
ually placed·. ~etween two 
hills and all it.bas showing 
above the grotq~d · is a pipe 
with several 11\)les, •ntl a 
mound of dirt. When water 
comes down the hill, the 
water drains into the pipe 
and into a · nearby lake, 
stream, or creek. ·. The 
mound of dirt helps stop the 
water until all of it is in the 
pipe. 

Pon(Js are very widely 
used in Iowa county. By 
catching rain that falls, 

Contour plowing can pre­
vent this. By plowing the 
furrows around the hill, the 
water doesn't have as much Soil conservation is prac­
chance to wash away the ticed today for the benefit of 
soil. . others tomorrow. This 'is 

· ponds can reserve water for 
later use. Damming rivers 
also provides water for ir­

.rigation. 
Too much water can be 

just as harmful to the farm­
er as if he didn't have 

·, . 

Then, look at a · whole where topsoil differs frorrf 
bunch of farms and count company., tne house canal­
how often you see a striP. of ways be cleaned again, but 
grass between two hills. · topsoil can't be replaced as 
Farmers call the-se e~sily. So it's we, .through 
sloughes and they're left conservation, that hold' the 
there for a purpose. When key to a »,mfitable future. 

J ~~:.~ ... 0 .. I ·f. • '' 
Df,,~h-~ OL .• urt' · uture 

Writes Essay - -

Farmers Ar~ . Urged 
To Contror Pollution 

Editor's note: The follow­
ing was written by Robin 
Smith, daughter of the 
Floyd Smiths, rural North 
English and a seventh 
grade student - at Deep 
River-Millersburg school, 
as an entry for the Soil Con­
servation service essay 
contest. She placed second 
in the contest for junior 
highers. 

By Robin Smith 

rain and flow into rivers. 
These chemicals collect in 
the bodies of some ani- . 
mals. 

Fertilizers can also p.ol.-. 
lute the water. Like pesti­
cic;les,, they are carried i~to 
rivers and lakes by ram. 
Fe~tilizet.s contain ni­
trates · and phosphates, 
which are a-lso found in sew­
age from homes. 

What is a way to prevent 
nonpoint source water 

The Iowa Department of pollution? To control this 
Soil Conservation and the nonpoint pollution, Iowa 
water quality commission ,farmers could use the fol­
of the Department of En- lowing practices: conserv­
vironmental Quality pre- ation tillage, contour farm- . 
pared a prop,osal by which ing, cover crops, grassed 
Iowa farmers will be urged filter strips, subsurface 
to control non point source drainage· and sediment ~nd 
water pollution. water control basins, crop-

Nonpoint source water · ping sequenc~ irri·gation 
polluti<?n is W';lt~r ru.noff water mana" ment, bind 
from ftelds, bmldmg sites, use ch~nge. · 
lawns, etc, Other · control methods 

Sediment makes up the are nutrient and pestiCide 
largest part of pollution in management, !pasture and 
water. Sediment comes hayland management, per­
from soil erosion. It also manent vegatatiye cover, 
makes it hard to get water strip cropping~ tree pl~pt­
fit for use. · ing, debris ba.Sins, fenc,es, 

Large Jamounts of oesti- .grade st.9,gill_zatioil stru_c-
ciaes are us~a DY.: fanners. · (Ur~. ~.·I ... · ~crct.ra. tfl'age qn­
Th~se chemicals .. help pro~ clltf.,J ~swaterwayS,.and 
duce the amount of food we various mds of terraces. 
need, but' a lot of them are 
poisonous to fish~irds, and . C~s~ryation tillage pro­
man. Chemicals sprayed on grams " 1hat · incorporate 
crops are washed off by heavy crop residue in the 

to·p foot of soil rather UlAn 
burying it with a mold­
beard plow, may be · in­
creasing the organic con­
tent of the soil. . 

in some c .. ases~niprO'"v·ed 
orgaJ:Iic matter cqp,. be a 
mixed blessing. While they 
have to go to higher rat~f 
herbicides to hold 1.:..Sow 
weed population, they m~ 
like what is happening to 
the f~rtility of the.ir .~.soil. 
Be.uer·~· ,-,water ~"fcllng 
ca·pa·c. i .. J ·Jess eros· ~. 1 less soil ~o · action, a · .·high 
yields a ,some.of thebene­
fi~s. 

Keeping a uniform cover 
of incorporated residue on 
the surface is very import­
ant. Naturally it slows wind 
erosion and traps snow, but 
mo-re -impor~a-ntly, -- each 
stub of trash, protruding 
from the soil will act as a 
wick to move rain into soil. 

\ 
The Department of En­

vironmental Quality along 
with the Iowa Conserv­
ation commission has 
drawn up a list ~f priority 
problem areas, in Iowa, in 
which pollution is affecting 

I. 

water quaUty,in,..lakes'Fri-v­
ers, and creeks. 

There was only one in 
Iowa county ;md that was 
Iowa river. It was ranked14. 
out of 15 among many 
~he~. ·· 

I think the reason for 
Iowa county farmers · hav­
ing only one major prob­
lem area is because they 
are taking more steps in· 
soil conservation. 

,(. 



Writes Essay For SCS Co~test - -

Young Conservationist 
Sends··· Out SUS 

Edito'r~s note: The follow- · 
ing was written by G~eg 
Welsh, Williamsburg jun-

. ior high student and the son 
of the Eugene Welsh~. 
Parnell, for the Soil Con­
servation sen~ice junior 
high essuy contest. He plac­
ed third. 

Bv Greg Welsh 

tering by putting more 
trash cans around our 
ponds and Jakes. We can al'­
so put up signs to make peo- · 
pie aware of their wrong do-
ing. . 

We still have time, if we 
use it wisely. It-'s up to all of 
us to · save our soil and 
water. -we need to answer 
the S 0 S call now! S 0 s! Save o·ur soil! We 

need to conserve our soil 
and water fo r the sake of 
our world. Our resources 
arc running low , and our 
soil is getting away from u·s. 

I ' 

We must suve our soil and 
water for future use . How ' 

'will we live without ude- I' 
quute soil and water to 

· plant our crops? 
We can save our resour­

ces if we act now! We can I 
strip farm, plant corn on a I 
hill in one strip, and hay or 
alfalfa in ano~her strip. 
Then the soil won't slide 
down the hill. 

We can also terrace to 
· prevent soil erosion by 

· water. This is a smultdum 
to stop the water from 
carrying the topsoil awuy. 

Another way- of saving 
our top soil is not tiling , 
which is planting the crop 
right in the unbroken 
ground. This saves time 
and money. 

We also have to save our 
clean water resources. If 
we don't, our fish will die. 
We depend on fish for, wide­
spread use. If _the fish drink 
poisoned water, and we eat 
the fish, we will get sick too. 

Even our furry friends 
are effected by our dump­
ings. They will die if their 
streams and ponds are pol­
luted. 

Future!" Without proper 
care and conservation the 
same 25,000,000 acres could 
become a vast waste lund. 

But the problem of con­
serving these two major na­
tural resources is not just a 
problem of Iowa. It should 
concern all states because l 
5811 is continuous over all 
the land surface except for 
steep and rugged moun­
tain peaks in the land of per­
petual snow and ice. 

In Iowa alone though , 
scientists', have reported 
that up to 1,000 years is re­
quired for one inch of good 
Iowa top soil to be formed. 
But in the last 100 years be­
cause of erosion on some of 
our unprotected sloping 
land. The to~ soil depth~ 
have been cut m half. In the 
last 100 years ·we used to 
have 12 to 16 inches of good 
top soil on these slopes, but 
we now only have six to 
eight inches. Now all this 
soil has been eroded away 
and not taken away by man. 

A solution for keeping the 
soil is simple. It has to be· 
self-help and cooperation. 
If everyone would go by 
this, the amount of soil lost 

. would be dropped greatly. 
So in order to keep this soi l 
from eroding away special . 
programs and ideas must 
be applied . ' 

, Our factories must stop 
dumping · their wastes into 
our waters. They can buy 
screens and other equip- . 
ment to filter out the harm­
ful chemicals and other 
dangerous materials. It 
might cost the factories, 
but·it will cost all of us in the 
long run, if we don 't do 
something about it now! 

We, ourselves, have to 
stop littering in our rivers 
and ponds. We can stop lit-

. One of these special pro­
grams is the SCS or soil con­
servation service. Pro- 1 

grams like this enables the 
farmer to get some extra 
funding to install projects 
like . ponds , dry ponds and · 
terraces . ,,__ __ ~---

Eaeh one of the projects 
is concerned with stopping 
soil · erosion. Ponds are put 
in to stop all the water com-
ing down a slope and thus. 

------, leaving soil deposits within 
' l'i)the e<:lttor, 1 the pond. Dry ponds stop all 

Twenty-five million, yes the water but let it go under 
25,000,000 is the number of ground through tile, thus 
cropland acres in Iowa saving a lot of the soil be­
which help feed our popu- low the dry pond and above 
lation along with other the pond . Finally terraces 
states. This same 25,000,000 are buildt to slow the water 
acres is also a filter for our down and then let it go down 
water supply. So the same slowly on well seed_ed wa-
25,000,000 peres_ that help ter ways . Now all three 
feed and water our popula- methods work well and all 
tion· is also'"The Key to Our are used, ' but everyone .. 

must self-help and cooper-
ate. · 

I think if everyone would 
look at it like an essny writ­
ten back in the 1960's called 
"Consider the Soil" we 
would all renlize its impor~ 
tance. I quote this small 
passage, " It is the source of 
our nourishment , it pro­
vides the means of our pro­
tection. God has willed we 
c-an liv.e with it, we cannot ' 
live without it. Consider the 
soil. Consider it well." 

Thank you, 
David Dermody j 

Williamsburg 

Write Winning Essay·s 
WON WITH SOIL CONSERVATION 
ESSAYS -Top three junior high es-

. say winners in the contest sponsored 
by the .soil conservation district of 
Iowa county, competeted for placings _ 
Wednesday, Oct. 25, at the Williams­
burg city hall. First place winner was 
CharLes Heitman, left, daughter of the 
Harlan Heitmans, Williamsburg. She 
is a student at' Interparish Lutheran 

· school, Williamsburg. 
Robin Smith, center, rural North En­

glish, placed second. A student at Deep 
.. River-Millersburg Community school, 

Millersburg, she is the daughter of the 
Floyd Smiths. Greg Welsh, right, who 
attends eighth grade at Williamsburg, 
earned third place. His parents are the 
Eugene Welshes , Parnel l. 

There were nine essays entered in 
the -contest. Written work was judged 
Tuesday .night by Mrs. Greg Misbach , 
Mrs. Fred White, Mrs. Larry Beyer 
and Mrs. David McCartney. Speech 
judges for both junior and senior high 
school students were Mrs. Robert 
Coulter, Ron Gahring and Marvin Do­
schadis, all Williamsburg. 



SOil spe.ech wi.nners named 
By AI Swegle 

Gazette farm editor 

Six · counties - Buchanan, Ben­
ton, Iowa, Johnson, Jones, and Linn 
- have named winners in the annual 
soil speech contest. 

Three of th.is year's victors . - lii.•lllliii••••••••­
Karen Timm, 16, of Marion; Jeff 
Folkmann, 17, . of Marengo, and 
Peggy Bhalla, 14, of Iowa City -
were repeat winners from last year. 

Timm won the contest in Linn 
County, Folkmann in Iowa County, 
while Bhalla won the contest in 
Johnson County. 

Timm is the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Darrell Timm. Folkmann is the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Folk­
mann. Bhalla is the daughter of Dr. 
and Mrs: R. C. Bhalla. · 

Timm's sister, LuAnn, 17, placed 
second in the Linn County contest. 
Suzy Hargreaves, 16, placed· third. 
She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Dwight Hargreaves, 233 Brentwood · 
Drive NE, Cedar Rapids. 

Lyle Stutzman, 17, of Kalona; 
placed second and Max Stier, 16, of 
Coralville, placed third in the John­
son County contest. Stutzman is the 
sori of Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Stutz­
man. Stier is the son of Dr. Serena 
Stier and Steven Burton. 

Iowa County 
Other winners in the Iowa County 

contest included: 2. David Dermody, 
17, son of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur. Der­
mody Jr. of Williamsburg; 3. Eric 
Walker, 17, son of Mr. and Mrs. Bob 
Walker of Marengo; and 4. Denise 
Felling, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Dwight Felling of Marengo. 

Winners of the Iowa County sev­
enth and eighth grade essay contests 

included: 1. CharLess Heitman, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harlan 
Heitman of Williamsburg; 2. Greg 
Welsh, son of Mr. and Mrs. Eugene_ 
Welsh of Williamsburg; 3. Robin 
Smith, daughter · of Mr. and Mrs. 
Gene Smith of Deep River. 

Benton County 
Steve Werning, 15, son of Mr. and 

Mrs. Don Werning of Newhall, 
placed first in the Benton County 
contest. Second place went to Doug 
Walker, 15, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jim 
Walker of Vinton. Third place went 
to Chris Close, son of Mr . . and Mrs. 
Martin Close .. Gazette photo by AI Swegle 

Kevin Stremke, 16, son of Mr. and · 
Mrs. Clyde Stremke of Independ­
ence, placed first in the Buchanan 
County contest. Bev Birchard, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Bir­
chard of Independence, placed sec­
ond. 

' ·· The .top three finishers in the Linn County soil conservation 
·speech contest were, Suzy. Hargreaves, 16, of Cedar Rapids, 
third; Karen Timm, 16, of Marion, first; and Luann Timm, 17, of 
Marion, second. 

Christine Powell, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Lester Powell of Cascade 
placed first in the Jones County soil 
speech contest. Mary Luckstead, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Milton 
Luckstead of Martelle, placed sec­
ond, while Mary's brother, Milton, : 
placed third. 

There were ten entrants in the 
Johnson County contest, five in the 
Linn County contest, three in Benton 
County, four in Iowa County, and six~ 
in Buchanan County. 

DAVI'D McCARTNEY 
His family incl des his 

wife, Doris, three sons and 
. a daughter; John McCart­
·ney, North English; Joe 
McCartney, Cedar Rapids; 

---...-:;;......-~---.-----.--~ Eric Larson, Hollywood, 
SC ommtssioner Fla.; and Mrs. Dennis 

McCartney, 64, rural (Elaine) Clarke, Water­
North English, is candi- loo; there are three grand­
date for soi'l conservation children. 
district commissioner. He has been active in the 
Since September · 1969 h~ Iowa county Farm Bur­
ha~ served as aQ assistant · eau, serving on various 
commissioner for the SCS. committees; has been 

Last . year McCartney treasurer; and is currently 
won the long time owner- public relations chai an·; 
operator award in Iowa and was the 1978 member­
county for soil conserva- ·ship chairman. 
tion improvements and prQ- At Community church he 
grams on his 341 acre farm has served two terms .as 
in Dayton township.' He has trustee. The church began a 
lived there since Feb. 17, building project, originally 
1954. · estimated at · $35,000 twQ 
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years ago, which has been He serves oo the legisla- . 
paid through completion of tive committee of tbe Iowa 

'Present work. County Farm Bureau, is on 
McCartney said that ·he tbe board of dlreclors of the 

would continue to maintain' .. J~k. Walton leagUe, is a 
and implement soil conser- dlember of the Iowa Coun­
vation programs which ty Pork Producers associa­
minimize soil losses from tion and. St. Mary's Catho­
farms and can contribute lie church, Williamsburg. 
experience to that. A graduate of the Will-

The water quality 208 act iamsburg high school, he 
will affect all Iowa county received his bachelor of 

. residents, he believes. science degree from Iowa 

: 1:'11 • in 
LARRY WETJEN 

Wetjen, 28, Marengo~, 
farms in a family partner­
ship raising mainly hogs 
and corn. They use strip 
cropping and contour farm­
ing · methods and were 
named tl).e 1977landlord-te­
nant conservation award 

. recipient. 

. State university. He and his 
wife the former Wanda 
Caddell have two children 
Callie, 5, and-1Becky, 2. 

Wetjen said, "I'm very 
concerned about conserva­
tion of our natural resour­
ces. I'd like to practice as 
much conservation as I 
practically can and would 
like to see all other people 
do the same. · , 

"I'm seeking a position 
on the county SCS board be­
cause I feel it's my civic 
duty' to help in their endea­
vor to conserve our nat11ral 
reso~rces . . 

"I don't necessarily be­
lieve too many tax dollars 1 

are being collected, how­
ever in many capacities 
they .are being spent ineffi­
ciently," Wetjen con­
cluded in responding to a 
question on tax dollars. ., 



rrews to bui·ld 
soil-savin.g road 

ByAISwegle 
Gazette farm editor 

VICTOR - ·A four mile long road 
project south of Vict~r -is drawing 
considerable interest locally and in 
Washington as an example of ways . 
county government and soil conser­
vation districts can work together to 
solve erosion problems. 

The project is unique in that ten 
landowners will be running tile lines 
thorough the roadway, diverting all 
their runoff underground. The road 
will have culverts, but the culverts 
will be smaller than normal because 
tile lines have been installed. 

"The county engineer and the . 
boa1d of supervisors are using this 
road as an example of how other 
landowners can install soil projects 
when road construction runs by their 
place,'; Harry Bryant, soil district 
conservationist, told The Gazette. 

The unique aspect about the proj­
ect is that the co.unty - not the far­
mers - will be paying for the tile 
running through the roadway. But 

, county officials figure they'll come 
out mone_y ahead on th~ project be­
cause it means they won't have to in­
stall as expensive road culverts as 
they would otherwise. 

The road will be brought to grade 
a.'ld surfaced in the next few years. 

So everyone benefits - the ten 
landowners involved because of the 
soil conservation projects installed 
and the county because of the 
cheaper road culverts. 

The four mile stretch of County 
Road V south of Victor will offially 
be known as Soil Conservation Road. 
County, officials hope to extend the 
proje.ct . with landowners further 

south when road construction begins 
th~re next spring. 

Every waterway will have a tile 
providing outlet for the drainage­
ways along the road. A total of ten 
sediment and water control basins 
will be installed along the road, as 
well as two ponds. The county will 
use the dam of the ponds as the road­
way. 

The two ponds will be built on the 
Lawrence .Cronbaugh and Orville 
Bloethe farms. Other farmers partici­
pating in the project are _Marvin 
Brandt, Roy McClenathan, Dorothy 
Swiebert, Dan Murtha, Raymond 
Will~, Arnold Baestle, Martin Bayer, 
and Marvin Reed. 
- Washington officials became in­

formed of the project when Ron 
Garh,ing, a Williamsburg soil con­
tractor, testified before national 
hearings on section 208 of the Clear 
Water Act in Hershey, Pa. Garbing, 
as national chairman of the 208 com­
mittee of the Land 'Improvement 
Contractors of America, has been ac­
tively involved in 208 planning na­
tionwide. 

Garbing told Gene Highland, a na­
tional soil conservation leader, about 
the project, because it illustrated 
how county governments could use 
appropriations from 208 funding 
programs. 

As it turns out, the 208 financing 
program was not approved by con­
gress this year, but Garbing was able 
to convince Highland of the need for 
funds for county road construction in . 
conjunction with soil conservation 
projects. 

,. 
,• 

Gazette photo by AI Swegle 

Harry Bryant1 Iowa County soil conservationist1 holds plans 
for a soil-saving road which will be constructed by Iowa County 
over this four mile stretch of roadway south of Victor this fall. 

NO TILL TESTING - Corn stalk resi­
due remains on the ground from the 
previous crop year while the new crop 
grows among it in a 25 acre test plat on 

the Gerald McCaw farm. McCaw· re­
ceived the new cooperator award this 
year for his soil .conservation efforts. 
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Began Work In 195Q 

The Iowa County Fartn!r 

DRY PONDS - Chris Swartzendruber and Robert 
Faber stand near the ridge of a dry pond in their field. 
They are award recipients in the Iowa county soil con­
servation district awards in the landlord-tenant divi­
sion. 

Water · Co·ntrol Efforts 
~ . 

Win" Conservation -A ward 
By Kevin Blind 

Chris Swartzendruber, landlord, and 
Robert Faber, tenant, are the Iowa 
county recipients of the 1978 soil conser­
vation award for the landlord-tenant di­
vision. 

Swartzendruber has cooperated with 
the soil conservation district since 1950 
when he built his first concrete dam as 
an erosion conti·ol structure in a 120 acre 
area in Greene township. Later, Faber, 
his son-in-law joined in the efforts of ex­
tensive erosion control on the 233 acre 
farm. The last of the efforts is the 14th in 
a series of dry ponds to slow the flow of 
runoff water from their fields. 

Since · 1950, Swartzendruber and 
Faber have ·installed five miles of ter­
races, four miles of tile and two erosion 
control structures. They also use con­
servation tillage and contouring on all 
the cropland. 

The 120 acre field, which lies on a ser­
ies of hills has received a lot of the at­
tention from the· men. Swartzendruber 
said that when he first began farming, 
the area was actually several smaller 
fields with different crops ptanted in 
each. At that time Swartzendruber 
practiced crop rotation. Each of these 
fields was separated by a waterway, 
which Swartzendruber recalled was 
badly washed. So badly, according to 
Swartzendruber, that the gully was 
many . times impassable for farm 
machinery. 

Swartzendruber said an employee of 
the soil conservation district while look­
ing at the field, told Swartzendruber 
that he knew a way to contour the land so 
he would be able to make it one · con­
tinuous field of corn . . When he was told 
that, Swartzendruber said, he im­
mediately gave the man the go ahead to 
try it. 

Then the · terraces were installed. · 
Swartzendruber said the terraces were 
an improvement to the field, but he said · 

then· were drawbacks to this system of 
conservation. 

Alot of time and money was spent in 
maintenance of the terraces, and the _ 
terraces still caused some washing in 
the waterways as the water ran off the­
ends of the terraces and into the water-
way. -

In the later years, Sw-artzendruber 
· and Faber began inst9lling a series of 
dry ponds in the waterways to slow the 
runoff water and direct it underground 
into a system of drainage tile. 

Swartzendruber is a believer in the 
dry ponds system. He pointed out the 
gradual slope from edge-to-edge of the 
waterway with only a slight depression 
hardly visible to the eye where a small 
gully still remains covered by grass. At 
orre time it used to be a very wide, deep 
gully. · 

Faber said the most important fac­
tor, however, in a successful dry pond 
system is an adequate drain tile. As the 
water from storms collects in the dry 
ponds it is directed underground 
through a perforated stand pipe in the 
middle of the pond. The water then flows 
through a series of tile lines on the edges 
of the waterway to the fence line of the 
field and into a creek. Faber said they 
installed five inch. field tiles. 

WATER GOES UNDERGROUND­
The standpipe in the foreground di­
rects water from the dry pond into a 
system of field tile to control runoff. In 
the background is another dry pond to 
control water further up the water­
way: These are part of the conserva­
tion efforts on the farm owned by Chris 
Swartzendruber and operated by Ro­
bert Faber in Greene township. They 
have been cited by the county soil con­
servation commission in the owner-
operator division. -
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Named Owner-Operator SCS Winner - - · 

Sandersfeld Redesigned Waterways 
·.As Major Soi I Saving Improvement 

TALKS CONSERVATION- Vernon 
Sandersfeld, Homestead, will be cited 
this fall by .the Iowa county Soi_l Con­
servation district, as the top owner­
operator for soil s-aving efforts on his 

160 acre farm in the past ten years. 
Sandersfeld is an employee of Amana 
Refrigeration, Inc. ; and is 9 partner­
ship with his son, Steve, in the farm 
operation. 

By Doris McCartney 
Soil conservation efforts have been 

paying off for Vernon Sandersfeld, rural 
Homestead on his 160 acre farm in Iowa 
township for the past ten years, since 
signing as a cooperator with the county 
soil conservation district. 

He has been named winner this fall of 
the owner-operator division by the Iowa 
county soil conservation district. 

A major benefit of his farm improve­
ments l;las been the rebuilding of the 
waterway through the farm. 

"Before redesigning this stretch, 
there was the constant battle with run­
off ·water," he declares. . 

A diversion terrace is another im­
provement installed. The land is slight­
ly rolling, and Sandersfeld strip crops· 
for soil saving benefits on 120 acres and 
uses conservation tillage on all the 
ground. 

''Let's face it, point rows are a prob­
lem with this plan, l:lut the benefits are 
far greater-," he comments. 

The Sandersfeld farm takes water 
both from the north and east from Clear 
Creek and a South Amana stream. 

"With the improved waterways we've 
demonstrated a good conservation 
plan," he notes. 

A four generation family farm, San­
dersfeld bought the land from his 
parents. Originally his grandparents 
homesteaded here. His son, Steve, who 
bought a plot of ground to build a new 

home south of the faJllilY home, four 
years ago, is on a grain-share rental 
agreement with his father. 

Sandersfeld has another son, David, 
who is a graduate student at Chicago. 
His wife, Ann died last year . . 

No Livestock 
During the past years_he has not had a 

livestock operation. Previously, he had 
operated a dairy herd. Later he raised 
hogs in confinement. Some disease 
problems prompted him to sell off the 
-hogs. 

As a result, several years ago, he' be­
gan developing an annual .study of mi­
cro nutrients, soil testing each fall after 
crop. harvesting. Sometimes a r~pre­
sentative of a Nevada firm does the test~ 
ing and other times he handles the soil 
probe. 

"This is a project where we strive to 
determine wha~ is lacking in the soH 
amonglhe minor nutrients such as iron, 
copper zinc." 

Major soil nutrients are nitrogen, pho­
sphorous and potash. 

''By maintaining this program, I aim 
to improve the soil quality for both crops 
and livestock, he says. 

In recent years, Sandersfeld has been • 
buying cattle to graze the cornstalks af­
ter harvest. This fall he is considering 
leasing the stalk ground because of 
higher cattle prices. 

The Sandersfeld crop program this 
year includes these acre amounts, corn, 
54; soybeans, 55; hay, 20; and oats, 17. 

Originally, Vernon bought the home 
place of 140 acres and added 40 acres on 
the south later. 

Adds Trees 
More recently, he .bas start~d tree 

planting, adding a few ash, hickory and 
hackberry. Fruit trees were establish­
ed this spring. · 

"I wish I had started tree planting a 
few years earlier," he confesses. 

The yard is bordered with tall spruce 
and Norwegian pine plan&ed by his 
grandparents. 

"I've always hated to see the results 
of heavy rains with soil washes across 
:roads and ditches where no soil conser­
vation program has been est~blished," 

· he mentions. 
''Soil building and conservation prac­

tices seem more urgent too when you 
are operating a family type ·farrn." 

"We want that top soil to be here for 
our grandchildren and others on down 
the line." . , 

"I've seen a lot of improved farms in 
the county during the nine years as a dis­
trict soil conservation commissio"ner . ...­
That's one of the greatest enjoyments of 
serving with other land owners on the 
SCS board." 

Sandersfeld has declined to seek re- . 
election when his present term expires 

· later this year. 
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INSTALLS NEW TERRACES - Dis­
trict conservationist Harry Bryant in­
spects teraces and dry ponds installed 
on the Gerald McCaw farm this past 
summer: Bryant said McCaw did an _ . 

· excellent job mulching the slopes of 
the terraces to permit (" seeding. Bry­
ant added many times it's har~ to get 
farmers to take the time to mulch this( 
way. 
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May Lower Production Costs - -
/ 

' spring, Amemiya said, so some fall till-

Conservation Tillage age with a chisel plow and till planting 
are _desirable. . 
- "The better drained the soil, the less 
tillage needed," Aniemiya. said. Crop 
residue reduces evaporation of soil 
water on sandy soils, which makes slot 
planting or till planting advantageous, 
he added. 

Cuts Soil, ·water .Loss 
Conservation tillage reduces the loss -

of soil or water compared to unridged, 
clean tillage, according to Min 
Amemiya, extension agronomist at 
lowa .State university. 

Effectiveness of conservation tillage 
systems depends on the amount and dis­
tribution of crop residues, surface 
roughness and surface soil configura­
tion he said. Such conditions are en­
hanced by less. moldboard plowing and 
unnecessary s~condary tillage prior to 
planting. 

The adoption of conservation tillage 
makes it possible for farmers to have ef­
ficien.t and profitable crop production, 
to conserve soil and water resources, 
and to improve environmental quality, 
Amemiya ·said: 

Conservation tillage can lower crop 
production costs by reducing time, 
labor and machine and fuel require­
ment~. although some of thes~ reduc­
tions may be partially offset by mcreas­
ed costs for pest control. 

Are Comparable 

Crop yields usually are comparable to 
those from conventional tillage sys­
tems, Amemiya said, but conservation 
tillage requires more management. As 
with conventional tillage , good stands, 
effective pest control and adequate soil 
fertility are necessary for Qlaximum 
yields, he· added. -

Conservation tillage is adapted to a 
broad range of soils and slopes. "It 
could be the single most effective and 
least costly means· of reducing soil ero- · 
sion," Amemiya said. He also not~d t~at 
by controlling erosion, conservatn,m till­
age can contribute to the mai':ltenance 
or improvement of water quality. . . 

The specialist noted that Iowa Is. m-

volved in a national program to main­
tain and improve the integrity of water. 
Surface runoff from agricultural land 
carries pollutants into Iowa's waters, he 
explained·.-

Pollutants occur as sediment ca~sed 
by soil erosion, plant nutrients, agricul­
tural chemical and organic matter. The 
major pollutant is sediment , eroded 
from land and transported to s~ams 
and lakes by runoff waters. Sediment 
control through soil erosion control 
measures can prevent or reduce the 
generation of sediment and related 
pollutants. 

Conservation tillage systems control 
erosion on level to gently sloping land, 
which makes up more than half the land 
in Iowa. 

·'This does ilot imply that terraces 
and erosion control measures should not 
be used," Amemiya said, "b~ut irr_ma~y 
instances, adoption of such practices !S 
costly or short-run economic return Is 

· low." 

Reduce Losses 

On sloping land, soil and water losses 
can be reduced by providing a mulch of 
plant residues or a rough soil surface. If 
fall tillage is necessary, Amemiya says : 
a chisel plow can be used on the contour I 
or across the slope. A once-over system 
such as a -till planter or a slot planter 
may .prove promising on sloping land, 
he added. . I 

On level to nearly levelland on the up­
lands, operations that proyide .surface 
residue and cloddy overwtntenng sur­
faces promote surface drying and · ~ro- . · 
teet against wind erosion. By re_ducmg 
the number of trips, soil compactton and · 
soil crusting potential are minimized. 
These soils are often slow to dry in the 

Using the proper _tillage equipm~nt ~t 
the right time of year and o~ certam soli 
conditions can also help sod and water 
conservation, Amemiya said. 

Chisel plowing iii the faU is preferred -.1 
over spring plowing. But using a field 
cultivator in the spring may not always 
produce desired results. Disking or strip 
tillage may be needed to firm the soil 
and provide , a good seedbed. to obtain 
s&ands comparable to conventional till­
age. , 

,-
' · r, 

---
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Fall disking leaves l~ss resldqe than~ 
chisel plowing and may result in more 
wind erosion over the winter months. 
Disking in the spring is well ad;:tpted t_o 
late springs when weather or soil condi­
tions do not allow for fall or early spring 
~~p. . . . 

Till planting provides good stands ex.­
cept on poorly drained, heavy texture,<~ 
soils, when pl on top of ridges Is 
more successful. should· be 
made across the slope erosion 
control. "( 

· are · most 
_ .......... , .. ~on 
rssEmtiaJ to 

ter 
Firm­

~piam.mg de­
. creases . water infiltration, but pro-
duces the best erosion control," Ame-
miya _~aid. · 

·." .. 



The Iowa County Fanner 

Forfows-Several Practices 

McCaw Named To.p New Coope·ra 
-With · Soil Conservation · Award 

By Kevin Blind 

Gerald McCaw has been named the 
Winner of the soil conservation -award 
for the new cooperator division. 

To be in the new cooperator division, 
district soil conservationist Harry Bry~· 
ant said the farmer must have joined the 
soil conservation offices in efforts to 
preserve ·the -soii within the past three 
years. In the last two years, ·McCaw has . 
installed nearly two miles of tile· outlet · 
terraces, two miles of tile drains and 
started no-till planting for corn this 
ye~r. 

McCaw practices conservation: till­
age on all his farm land. However, this 
year under the agriculture stabilization 
and conservation service ( ASCS) reim­
bursement program, he planted 25 
acres of corn over old corn ground with 
no tillage before planting. The ASCS of­
fice reimburses farmers $10 per acre to 
a maximum of 40 acres for no-till plant­
ing for the first year. 

Bryant said they encourage farmers 
to work government programs to their 
advantage in soil conservation pro­
grams. This past summer McCaw left a 
field west of the house fallow so the con-

TILE LINE.S INSTALLED - The . 
mound of dirt leading back into the 
soybean field is. the 1,1ly evi.dence left 
that tile1li-~W.EU:e tali,d"recently 

1 
on the Gerald McCaw farm. 

I - ·---- --~-····-

servation office could install terraces 
.and dry ponds. This field was register­
ed for the set asid~.program so the work 

·could be done without the economic loss 
of leaving the ground fallow. 

. Bryant p~lnted out a · liquid manure pit 
on the· McCaw fami .also helPs in, con­
servation of resources.' He $aid the .pit 
permits McCaw to stor.e the m~nure and 
spread it only when the ground is thaw­
ed and..ready to absorb the manure. This 
prevents the manure from leaching out 
into streams and polluting the water as 
it might if the ~round were frozen. 

"We're Interested in all resources," 
said Br:Yant, adding tha·t the district of­
fice w.as not jllst concerned with soU con­
serv~.fJP.~· 

"When a farmer has a pit, we also en­
courage the use of the chisel (plowing) 
system to turn (the manure) into the 
ground," said Bryant. He said when .the 
manure is left lying on the top ofthe soil, 
it looses about half of the nitrogen it ori-
ginall . .v had. . . · 

This year, McCaw has· alsp ·planted ·a 
farmstead windbreak to Teduce the 

· costs of fuel for beating. The windbreak 
consists of two rows of evergreen trees 
with a row of shrubs. 

J Mi~~!a~~i~~:oP 
Sept. 17-23)' 

A single raindrop seems 
harmless until it joins the millions 

. I to make an inch of rainfall. Did 
you know the impact energy of 30 

I inches of rainfall (Iowa's average) 
· jon a square mile of land equals 

the energy produced by 10,000 
tons of TNT? That's only 3,000 
tons less than the explosive power 
of the atomic bomb dropped on' ' 

1 Hiroshima! 
This -happens every year. 

Iowa's soil needs protection from 
that kind of destructive force. One 
way of doing this on cropland is .to 
leave the crop residue from the 
previous crop on the surface. 

This year seve.~al farmers in 
Iowa county have tried.planting in 
last year's residue or a sod crop 
with no prior tillage operations. 
The results look real good, both 
from the standpoints of producing 
a good crop and protecting· the 
soil. 

Anyone interested in knowing 
where some of these no-till plots · 
of corn are located should contact 
the Soil Conservation Service 
office in Williamsburg. 



Thurs., July 27, 1978 

Elect Greg Misbach To CDAC . 

SOil Cons.ervatioil District .Sp_onsors. 
~ Resii-urces · , Ciean ·Water Act M~ee.ting 

The Soil and Water Re- Th~ -~:bill was signed · by \these activities through the cern, the district -will de- farins were aired as a de- priorities over ag lands and 
sources Conservation act of . President Jimmy Carter, 'assistant secretary for con- -velop a . worksheet on how finite need in the county. flooding on fields. _ 
1977 was aired at a meeting :Nov. 18,·1977. - :servation, research and. :he problem may be at- . Crjticism of the army Water Quality 
chaired · by Larry· Beyer,_.: . Brh~fly; Br~ant describ- educat.ion to ~he soil con- ; ~a~ked." corps of engineers was also - In a second session and 
Marengo and sponsored by ed .the authority of the act ·servatiOn service. ' In a resource team ef- vmced by another farmer, separate topic, the soil con­
the soil 'conservation dis- -which directs the secre- "In addition, public law fort, with help from var- saying we n~ to build servation district opened a 
trict of Iowa county, Wed- t!lry ·of agricult~re _ t<? con- .95-192 is a companion ious .state and fe~eral 1more fa~ ponds. meeting next on the 208 
nesday July 12 at 8 p.m. in tmuously appraise sod and measure to the resources agencies and groups, they Other Issues touched on water qualitY. act. . 
the F-arm Bureau building, water and related resour- planning act of 1974, ad- will propose a state pro- by those in the audience Fred White, who has 
Williamsburg. ·: ces; develop and periodi- ministered by the forest gram," he added. were trespassers and the served three years as an: 

}larry Bryant, county cally update a n~tional pro- .service. The two laws giv~ . During th~ July 12 meet- ef~ects of trespassing on Iowa county· representa..-
conservationist - summed gram for effect1v.e and or- U.S. department of agn- mg, suggestiOns on cleanup pnvate farm lands, re- . · 
up legislative history of t~e d~rly development <?f those culture (USDA) authority of junk cars and debris on i creation comma_nding . (Please turn to page 23G) _ 
act which was introduced m resources, and to mclude to make a total assessment 
the 95th Congress by Sena- broad public involvement -or appraisal of America"s · Thurs., July . 27, 1978 
tor Walter D. Huddleston of in carrying out the law. basic natural resources and ------~---------------------------
Kentucky as s 106 and by };Jryant said secretary of ;act to protect and improve Conservati.OD - -
Congressman E. (Kida) de agriculture Bob Bergland them." 
Ia Garza, Texas as H. R. 75. will assign leadership for · "The first step in carry­

LARRY BEYER -

ing out the resources-con­
. servation act in the state is 
to seek public opinion," ac­
. cording to Bryant, "on the 
condition of local resour­
. ces, as well as opinion on 
what needs to be done." 

Worksheets are current­
ly in circulation and may be 
. secured from the soil con­
servation district office, , 
·williamsburg, to poll the 
:public on concerns about 
resources. 

Seek Opinions 
After ·the public opinion 

on resource needs has been 
compiled, ·Bryant said, lo­
cal soil conservation dis­
tricts will begin to develop · 
programs .. 
· "When 25 percent of the 
people attending meetings 
call a nee_d a major con-

(Continued from page 5C) 
tive on the conservation dis­
trict advisory committee 
was succeeded by Greg 
Misbach, Marengo. Mis­
bach also serves as a 
county soil conservation 
commissioner. 

Discussing the water act 
was Steve Probst, Cedar 
Rapids, who serves as a co­
ordinator in the Cedar-Iowa 

-river valley watel"shed 
area. 

"Local discussions are 
needed to seek high priorit­
ies for this program,'? 
Probst told the audience. 

''The goal is to make the 
waters swimmable by 
1982." - . FRED WHITE 

''Saving the soil is best . 
of grassed waterways or 
outlets, diversions, ter­
races, sediment and water 
control basins and grade 
stabilization structures. 

served by signing long term Under the water quality 
agreements of five to ten act, a questionnaire is also 
years. Our local plaris will available to evaluate long 
be better than having state range farming operations. 
or federal plans handed to Topics cover conserva­
us," he added. tion tillage, contouring and 

"Local decisions are strip cropping, temporary Further public meetings 
more flexible and best and permanent vegetative on both subjects are ex­
secured by massive public cover. pected to be sponsored by 
participation," Probst Also land owners are ask- the Iowa county soil con-
commented. ed to consider advanta~es servation district. 

• 



Thurs •• July 20. 1978 

.The Stone Jar 

Fly :ro Check P:~rm~a ds 
By Doris McCartney · ing for the first time. Ap· 

There was a sparkle to proximately 59 flew to 
the big farmer's eye. He appraise soil saving efforts 
jumped out of the twin prop or to view crop progress at 
plane Sunday and walked home , or on neigbborina · 
back into Folkmann's han- acres. 
gar. Pilots Ed Folkmann, 

He had just viewed his Conroy; Tom Kinzenbaw 
farm froin the air for the and Orville ·Weiss, Wil· 
first time. The pilot had ob- Iiams burg, occasionally 
ligingly made a few passes had a break, resting in the 
at about 2,000 feet altitude hanga.r, recounting flying 
or~ higher so the farmer experiences. 
could ~ppraise his fields. . Folkmann has. been fly-

Grinning, he pushed back , ing more than five years. 
his cap and told the others Kinzenbaw finds the plane 
waiting to fly, "I'm gojng an asset for the Kinze 
home· for my wife and take Manufacturing business 
another trip." ' trips, while Weiss earned 

Later he returned. His his pilot's license less than 
· wife, lacking courage, had two years ago. · · 

refused the invitation to The air tour fees for the 
• take a soil conservation air non profit soil conserva-

flight. tion district venture helped 
The farmer, undaunted, defray the pilots' expenses 

tossed down the fee , and which range up to almost 
joined another group mak- $65 per hour. · 
ing a 20 to 25 minute flight A haze drifted over the 
over the county. n lm mjth tho around tern. 

A number of farmers or I -JJSap aq1 111:1 UJ saJawqSl:1J 
their youngsters were fly- ·spoon lfUS pu1:1 aJawqs1:1a 
. ..~- -· - - tsauu aqt 01 Sl UJJd l uaa 

t WOJJ 'ataJdwoa pu1:1 IJDJ 
SJ spoon AJU JO l(aOlS AJ\1 
- AlJB!aads v- spoon A.Ja, 
pasnJaApl:1 stJaqou · M ·a 

".JilllD8 e SSOJ~ 
Ol ~noqe SJ aqS-lJJ e aAeq 
Ol8UJ08l,USf aqs ~pawJe{e 
aq l,Uop 'UJeJl uel 
-UeJ e pueq Jaq UI dn dOOMS 
.AllDJIIPfS pue 'Jaq PUJl{aq 
JDO. AfPHM Jill{lO aql pUpf~PI 
lOOJ ilUO UO J[ilS-!aq 8UJ~UeJ 

-.eq UeWOM e aas DOA Ual{J\\, 
.palUJJd SeM Willi 8UI 
-MOIIOJ aql .. asuasuoN put? 
asuas, pannua UWDJO~ e UJ 
anSSJ '8l.8T ' l.T "Jdy aql UJ 

·Aep 
· -Ol SJ l! se A:epsJnqJ. JO peals 

-UJ 'aunalep A:epsaupaM 
e papJe~ Jaded aqJ. ·awq 
lel{lle SJOlJpa pue SJOliliJd 
-o.KI aJaM MeqsuaJ3 ·!i·H 
¥\.1Y11""l QW7 ,. ._._,.~,..... •-• - • --.J--.1' - --

VIEWED CONSERVATION WORK_:. Amo M~ose 
., f , touring the county conservation pr{)jects, Thilr. da_y, 

· July 6 included these commissioners or spouses, David 
McCartney, rural North English; La rry Beyer, Ma­
rengo· Fred White , Parnell; Vernon Sandersfeld, 
Home~tead ; and Mary Welsh, Williamsburg. Mrs. 
White is in second row , left. 

PASSENGERS BOARD - The 
Howard Webbs, Ladora, we:re among 
59 flying over the county Sunday, July 

County residents are be­
ing asked for their opinions 
on what kind of conserva­
tion programs should be of­
fered in the future, accord­
ing to Larry Beyer, chair­
man of the Iowa county soil 
conservation district. 

"We're asking for public 
input in any form we can 
get it," says Beyer. "One 
way is the pubtfc meeting 
scheduled for Wednesday , 
July 12, at 8 p.m. at the 
Farm Bureau basement, 
Williamsburg. "We're also 
sending letters to heads of 

r orgahizations, inviting peo­
ple to sto'p by the district of­
fice, and doing whatever 
else we can to get opinions. 

-"We're asking people to 
fill out a worksheet to find 
out what they think are the 
most serious problems,'' 
Beyer says. "For instance, 
they tell us whether they ' r~ 
more concerned about soi 
erosion and flooding than 
they are about the loss of 
prime farmland or wildlife 

. 
1 
habitat." 

· The Iowa soil conserva­
- tion district will use the 

answers informulating lo-

1 
cal conservation programs 
for the future. They'll also 

I 
forward a summary to 
state and national offices of 
the U.S. soil conservation 
service. The information 
will be used with other 
county summaries to de­
velop state and national 
programs. 

It's part of the resources 
conservation act of 1977, 
termed · ~ 'unprecedented 
legislation··· by conserva­
tion officials. The act re­
quires the U.S. departme~t 
of agricultJire to use. pu~l!c 
opinion as well as sc1ent1f1c 

1· data to appraise natural re-16, to appraise soil improvement pro­
jects. Orville Weiss, Williamsburg, 
pilot , directs passengers. 

. I sources on private land all 
over the U.S. every five 
years. Then, irr coopera­
tion ith local soil conserva­
tion districts , other re­
sour~e agencies and with 
public i nput, they must de­
velop a five year conserva-
tion program. They mu~t 
also evaluate progress m 
attackipg the problems 
identified by people . 

Page 19C. 
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,The Stone Jar 

Fly To Check ~tum~ . lids 
By Doris .McCartney · ing for the first time. Ap-

There was a sparkle to proximately 59 flew to 
the big farmer's eye. He appraise soil saving efforts 
jumped out of the twin prop or to view crop progress at 
plane Sunday and walked home . or on neighboring 
back into Folkmann's han- acres. 
gar. Pilots Ed Folkmann, 

He had just viewed his Conroy; Tom Kinzenbaw 
farm froin the air for the and Orville · Weiss~ Wil­
first time. The pilot had ob- liamsburg, occasionally 
ligingly made a few passes had a break, resting in the 
at about 2,000 feet altitude hanga_r, recounting flying 
or-- higher so the farmer experiences. 
could '!Pi>raise his fields. . Folkmann has been fly-

Grinning, he pushed back ' ing more than (lve years. 
his cap and told the others Kinzenbaw finds the plane 
waiting to fly, "I'm gojng an asset for the Kinze 
home for my wife and take Manufacturing business 
another trip." · trips, while Weiss earned 

Later he returned. His his pilot's license l~ss than 
· wife, lacking courage, had two years ago. 

refused the invitation to The air tour fees for the 
• take a soil conservation air non profit soil conserva-

flight. tion district venture helped 
The farmer, undaunted, defray the pilots' expenses 

tossed down the fee, and which range up to almost 
joined another group mak- $65 per hour. 
ing a 20 to 25 minute flight A haze drifted over the 
over the county. sky with the ground tern-

A number of farmers or peratures in the high 80's. 
their youngsters were fly- Kinzenbaw, our pilot the 
· -~ - -· - · past three years, suggest· 

ed by flying higher we could 
be cooled more comfort­
ably. His passengers how­
ever were traveling to vie\\ 
the e~rth. 

Fields, flooded with sun­
shine, were the scene of oat 
harvesting. Numerous 
combines were operating 
as fa~ers pushed against 
a deadline of predicted 
rains. · 
.. J\. patchwork of green aad 
gold fields.- covers ' 
county in this stretch of th 
midwest grain belt. 

Strip cropping, where 
. curving stretches of corn, 
oats and legumes . spm. 
across a farm near Hom&­
stead, forms a picturesque 
scene. 

An old ·windmill , entwin-
ed with vines, marks the 
spot where this soil project 
is established. 

Tfiu-rs ___ J"7'""u-"'7"t·y---=--27=----1~9~7 Soil w';lshing from fre-
, · ' quentsprmg, June and July 

· rains have muddied 
_ f VlE~ED . CONSERV A streams, creeks and the 
· _ tourm~ the county co north branch of the En­

July 6 mcluded these c~ glish river. A fil~ of algae 
McCartney • rural_ No~ covers·backwater m a north a­
rengo; Fr~d White, township. d, 
Hof!le~te~d, and Mal Dual stretches of inter- s. 
White Is m second row state 80 divide the county. A 

fast paced! traffic pattern 
cuts through the area. The 
beautiful scenery unnotic-
ed by the average traveler. 

But whether you· are 
walking, driving or flying, · 
you're sure to discover the 
health of the county's eco­
nomy. 

From the air, that's found 
by checking the corn ~ 
stretching as high as an ele­
phant's eye. 

PASSENGERS BOARD The 
Howard Webbs, Ladora, we:re among 
59 flying over the county Sunday, July 

County residents are be- "We're asking for public 
ing asked for their opinions input in any form we can · 
on what kind of conserva- get it," says Beyer. "One 
tion programs should be of- way is the pubtfc meeting 
fered in the future, accord- scheduled for Wednesday, 
ing to Larry Beyer, chair- July 12, at 8 p.m. at the 
man of the Iowa county soil Farm Bureau basement, 
conservation district. Willjamsburg. "We're also 

16, to appraise soil improvement pro~ 
jects. Orville Weiss, Williamsburg, 
pilot , directs passengers. 

sending letters to heads of 
-, organizations, inviting peo­
. pie to sto'p by the district of­

.fice, and doing whatever 
else we can to get opinions. 

·"We're asking people to 
fill out a worksheet to find 
out what they think are the 
most serious problems,'' 
Beyer says. "For instance, 
they tell us whether they'r~ 
more concerned about soi 
erosion and flooding than 

I they are about the loss of 
prime farmland or wildlife 
habitat." 

. J The Iowa soil conserva­
- tion district will use the 

~ answers informulating lo­
cal conservation programs 
for the future. They'll also 
forward a summary to 
state

1
and national offices of 

\ 
the U.S. soil conservation 
service. The information 
will be used with other 
county summaries to de­
velop state and national 
programs. 

It's part of the resources 
conservation act of 1977, 
termed · ~ 'unprecedented 
legislation,.' by conserva­
tion officials. The act re­
quires the U.S. departmet:It 
of agricultpre to use_ pu~l!c 

I 
opinion as well as scientific 

· data to appraise natural re­
j sources on private land all 
I over the U.S. every five 

I years. Then, in coopera­
tion ith local soil conserva­
tion districts , other re­
sour~e agencies and with 
publicinput, they must de­
velop a five year conserva­
tion program. They must 
also evaluate progress in 
attackipg the problems 
identified by people. 



SCS Commissioners Look At Plans - -

Farm rC,o 

DESCRIBES PROJECT-Harry B(y­
ant, Iowa county conservationists 
describes a no till conservation pro­
ject on the farm in townshit> to the Soil 
Conservation Service commissioners 
and their wives Wednesday, July 5 on a 
twilight tour across the county. Fr.ed 
White, Parnell, ~s..Qil the lef.t and Bry­
an_t . ri8k··~ .. ,IL: < ~~.. ' . • _:_;;, 

A twilight conservation 
tour was sponsored by the 
Iowa county Soil Conserva­
tion service, Wednesday, 
July 5, to view proposed and 
completed projects durin~ 
a three hour trip. Harry 
Bryant, county conserva­
tionist, planned the trip. 

Strip cropping- on the 
Vernon Sandersfeld 160 
acre farm in Iowa town­
ship, south of Homestead, 
was an · owner-operator 
plan viewed by.the soil com­
missioners and a number of 
their spouses. 

Long range planning here 
has proved to be a land con­
servation investment by 
the father-son team. 

A no till corn crop was 
seen on a 20 acre project es~ 
tablished by Jerry McCaw, 
rural Williamsburg. A new 
cooperator, McCaw built 
6,000 feet of teraces two 
years ago. Terrace appli­
cation was established for 
the summer. 

Cost of his improve­
ments was about $4,400. 
McCaw is using conserva­
tion tillage practices on the 
remainder of his land. 

POND INSTALLED- A new project on the Erie Dris­
coll farm, west of Williamsburg, this sun1n1er is a pond, 
built with 1977 ASCS funds and completed in June. Esti­
mated cost was $2,000. The work was observed by the 
Soil Conservation Service commissioners while tour­
ing projects Wednesday, July_5. 

On the Chris Swartzen­
druber-Hobert Faber pro,. 
· ~ .... east of Parnell in 

Improvements viewed on pating in long term SCS pro- River; Rex- Miller arid I 

the H~=···=' grams.. . . . . Jerry Townsend, Wil-Willia - ~ ~.t. lS con~1denng m- liamsburg. 
staU~Jtion ofa~lfA.\b con- · · . townshiy, an own­

nt plan,. conserva­
!!~~tillage was viewed. 
TJl411l':, plans includes five 
sediment basins and 22,150 
feet of terraces. 

TALKS CONSERVATION EFFORTS - Vernon San­
dersfeld, Homestead, stands in a field on his farm, not­
ing efforts on strip cropping wh~ch .have been soil 'im~ 

trol darn as ' · ·. · r .im- A number of applica-
tions for cost sharing as­

on · sistance were considered 
by the commissioners later 
that night. 

proveti)et1f-Wabttc'es. A colorful land patt{•rn is viewed· 
from t):lis spot: 



IOWA COUNTY ADVERTISE R Williamsburg, Iowa Tnursoay, Ju e 

N 0 -+ILL--~,--· 
CORN· TOUR 

THURSDAY, JUNE 29 
@ 6:30 PM . 

Starts at the Harold Joseph fa rm 
5 miles southwest of Wjlliamsburg. 

Follow .. sign.s oft· of "(" road 

Sponsored by: 
THE IOWA COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

CON ERVATION 
' . 

'AIR TOUR 
Sponsored by : Iowa County Soil Conservation District -

- SUNDAY, JULY 9,-1978 
10 AM - 4 PM 

(Rain Date : SUNDAY, JULY 16, 1978) 

P~r Person 

EDGAR FOLKMANN· FARM 
2 miles east & 1% miles south of Conroy, Iowa 

NOT RESPONSIBLE IN CASE OF ACCIDENTS 

_CONSIDER NO TilL ..,.... Larry and 
- Howard Beyer, rural Marengo~ check 

seed placement and cover after plant-
)ng on the no-till demonstration plot on 
their farm near Belle Plaine. Six dif­
ferent conservation tillage methods 
were demonstrated at a field day there 
May 12. Twilight tours will be planned 

BOARDS- F red White, Parnell, a soil 
conservation district commissioner, 

. thro1:1gh.o~t the gr,g~ipgs~?~on sq'that 
area rarnters can C'llecl? pr6gfe_§s ffnd 

· management meth6ds. Implement' 
dealers taking part in the demonstra­
tion were Shaull implement; Kelley 
implement; Buffalo Till, Monticello; 
Sindt implement, Keystone; and Key­
stone implement. 

boards a plane Sunday to check farm 
projects in the county. 



Seek Candidates For 
Soil ·commissioner - ·. 

!he terms of two Iowa county soil conservation dis­
tnct co.mmissioners- Keith Enochson , Coriroy, Hilton 
townsh tp and Vernon Sandersfeld, Homestead. Iowa 
township - will expire at noon, Jan. 2, 1979. Successors 
wi ll be elected at the general election Nov. 7. 

Any qualified elector residing in the soil conserva­
~ ion district , which is all of Iowa county. including ci f­
tes and towns, is eligible for the office of commissione r, 
exc.ept tha t. no more than one_commissioner may be a · 

I res ident of c_my one township. Incumbent commis­
si~n ers are L~rry Beyer, Marengo , Honey Creek town­
ship: Greg M1sbach. Marengo, Sumner township: and 
Fred Wh ite , ~.arnell . Fillmore township. Residt•nts of 

1 these townships would not be eligible for office at this 
t ime . . f 

Prospective candidates seeking the office of soil con­
serva tion district commissioner must file nomination 
~etitions in the same manner as for othl'r elective posi- f 

twns a t the general election. exct•pt that no political 
party is designated. Nomination petitions can be ob­
taint•d from the county '-!uditor. 
· .PPtitions . signed by 25 Pligible electors. must. be filed 

With the county auditor at the Iowa county <!OU house 
no la tt•r than 5 p.m .. Sept. 13. · 

Individua ls elected in No\'embt•r .··i ll serve a term of 
s bc yt•ars commencing Jan. 2. 1979. 

Soil ('Onservation district commissioners serve with­
out s4llary and guide the overall soil and W'-ller conser­
, . ~ ,t ion program in the county. For further information 
pt.'rl ~ lining to the n ;sponsibi'lities of '-' commissioner. 
cont ~1 <:t lht• Iowa cou.nty soil conservation district of­
fi<:('. tHIO Court street.I\Villiamsburg, phone 668-2359. 1 

Sixth Graders Have Conservation ·class 
. POINTS OUT LEAVF;S- Carl Selby: one of the Wil­
liamsburg sixth gradtf. teachers, points out different 
types of leaves during the annual sixth grade conserva­
tion classroom at the Icwa county lake Friday. ·Mem­
bers of the class were div tded into groups and then went 

1-jtt ' 

TALKS ABOUT conservationist 
Harry Bryant talked s when they 
stopped at his station at lake Friday. He 
was one of a number of persons who staffed stations 

I 

around the lake stopping at various stations to learn 
about wildlife biology, plant life and other out-door type 
items. They also had a unit in kite making. P urents of 

· some of the youngsters also accompunied teuchers dur­
ing the daylong event. 

along the route who shared their knowledge of land and 
wildlife conservation with the children. Sixth grade 
teachers Carl Selby, Betty Golden and Dan Becker co­
ordinated the classroom. 
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Will Examine Methods, Equipment - - -
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·Would Exempt Soil Conservation 
P-ractices From ·. Land Assessment 

Land preservation com~ , on land preservation in 
mission members . have June . ·· 
moved to include a provi- Jerold ·McCaw, · Wil-
sion that soil conservation liamsburg, one of only two · 
practices shall not raise the persons present besides 
assessed valuation of prop- com.mission members and 
erty and that any such prac- the press for the hearing, 
tices and structures shall asked if land owners would. 
be exempt from assess- be willing to install soil con­
ment for taxes,. The current servation practices even 
corn suitability rating shall with 90 percent govern­
be used as . the basis for mental cost sharing if in a 
assessment the commis- short time the county asses­
s ion approved. ·. · sors office would look at the 

That aNion came at ~he improvement and assess it 
fi na l public hea ring on the as such. The 90 percent 
resolutions the commis- would go back to the 
siorrwifl submit to the sta te governmen t quickly in 

taxes, McCaw noted. 

same:" falling on land in a 24 hour 
Leonard· Thys , supervi- period, encourage-towns to 

sors, observed that . ter- have long range plans, 
races don't improve the commend and set forth 
value of the farm but hold guides fo r establishment of 
the land and keep it produc- a land preservation com­
ing for the next generation. mission, provide for build­
Thys continued that when ing roads on existing right 
he got out of high school he of ways, etc. 
wanted to do contour farm- Commenting on a re­
ing, a practice his father gional meeting held of 
fought but had finally representatives of land pre­
accepted. servation commissions, 

Conserv~tiOiJ Tillage 
While Bernard Elwood, 

supervisor and commis­
sion member, said that 
property tax doesn 't have 
to raise 100 percent, McCaw 
questioned if they could 
control it. "It doesn t make 
much sense to have 90 per.­
cent cost share if it's going 
to have to go back,'' McCaw 
added. 1 

Greg . Misbach, pre- McKean noted the Iowa 
servation commission ·county one was the only one 
chairman, pointed out that with sp ecific recom­
scs and the commission tie mendations for a county 
terrace building in with commission. Tl e county 
conservation tillage and one calls for a commission 
rotation. " It defeats the .of five- one to be appointed 
purpose if we think it can be ·by the board of supervi­
farmed in corn year after · sors, one by soil district 
year," he added. commissioners, one by cit-

Current conser vation ies and towns, and two 
practices have been fund- members elected at large 
ed by the farmer more than in the general election. 
50 percent, David McCart- Commission members 
ney , soil conservation would be compens_ated at .4 EifJid Day Is PI· . nned 

A conservation tillage Cedar Rapids area exten­
field day will be held Tues- sion, will speak. 
day, May 9: at 9 a .m. on the Min . Amemiya, exten­
Howard Beyer farm, sion agronomist from Iowa 

·operated· by Larry Beyer, State university, will speak 
Maren~o, located 1112 miles on conservation tillage and 
north and 1 mile east of e __ rosion. 
Belle Plaine. 

Various methods of con- The field day· is being 
servation tillage and equip- sponsored by the Benton 
ment will be demonstrated county soil conservation 
by implement dealers in the district and the Benton 
area. county extension service. 

There will also be herbi- Area implement dealers 
cide plots to demonstrate who will be participating 
some of the chemicals used · are Shaoll Tractor and 1m­
with conservation tillage plement, Marengo; Key-

. systems. Jerry Gogan, stone Implement and Sindt 
croo specialist from the Implement, Keystone: Leo 

I . 

Kelly company Blairs­
town; and John Maxey, 
Williamsburg. Soil conser­
vation district commis­
sioners will furnish rolls 
and coffee. 

In case of rain, the dnte 
will be changed to Friday, 
May 12. 

; 

Fred White, soil cQn­
servation commissioner, 
·commented that a lot of ter­
races had been built al­
ready , buthewasnotaware 
if the farms were taxed any 
more than anyone else. 

McCaw said an assessor 
had indicated these would 
be considered improve­
ments and would be added 
to the assessments. 

Ed Shima, chairman of 
the board of supervisors, 
continued that if they were 
talking soil 1 conservation 
practices being tnxed they 
were defeating goals re­
gardless of merit. 

The CSR formular is 
based on soil types, slopes, 
etc ., fo'r the suitnbility for 
raising corn. That work has 
already been don

1
e, Shima 

added , nnd "theoretically it 
wouldn 't be done ngain 
since the soil stays the 

aisistant commissioner percent of the county super-
added. visor salary per day r 

Following discussion and about $40 per day based on 
acceptance of the inclusion $10,000 per year . Co -
of the resolution on keep- pensation is to be reim­
ing soil conservation prnc- bursed from the state gen- · 
tices from affecting the eral fund to the county. 
assessment rolls, the hear- Referring to the- overall 
ing. was concluded. There land preservation r.o­
had been no further ques- posal, White said he want­
lions or comments on the ed a state referendum be­
resolutions · prepnred ear- fore the state adopts it. 
lier and for which the hea r~ Mc Kenn sho'Wed the 
ing was held. group slides from lnc 

They include stntements land /energy .· C't•nt l ry II 
on the policy fo r prime agri- program for backgroum n 
cultural ·land production , lnnd use. 
soil erosion management to The comm1sswn will 
handle a ten yea r high rn in meet next at 8 p.m. Nay 25 . 

Rain Postpones Program - -

Hold Tillage Field Day, 
... Friday On Beyer Farm 

A: field day on the Larry 
Beyer farm, focusing on 
conservation tillage, has 
been postponed until Fri­
day, May 12, .at the site l lf2 
miles north and one mile 
east 'of Belle Plaine, begin­
ning at 9 a.m. 

Conservation tillage and 
equipment will be d,emon­
strated by area implement 
dealers. 

Jerry Gogan, crop spe­
cialist, Cedar Rapids area 

extension will speak. Her­
bicide plots are planned to 
demonstrate some of the 
chemicals used with con­
~ervation tillage systems. 

Min Amemiya , Iowa 
State university extension 
agronomist, will a lso ap­
pea r: on the program, 
spealdng on erosion and 
c~mservation tillage . f 

Sponsors of the field day 
are the Benton county soil 
conservation service and 

the Benton county extep­
sion service. 

Amon·g ·the area · imple­
ment dealers participating 
are Shaull Tractor and Im­
plement, Marengo; Key­
stone Implement and Sindt 
Implement, Keystone; Leo 
Kelly company, Blairs­
town; and John Maxey, 
Williamsburg. 

Coffee and rolls will be 
furnished by the soil con­
servation district commis­
sioners . 



. . 
CONSIDER ALTERNATIVES- Members of the Iowa 
county land preservation commission held the first o£ 
two hearings scheduled for February last week at the 
Iowa coun.ty courthouse, Marengo. Another hearing is 

. setfortom~ht, Thursday, Feb: 23, at,Williamsburgcity 
hall. Hearmgs are held to give the public an oppor­
tunity to express an opinion on how the state should 
handle land preservation. After comments are heard 
currently, the county commission will meet further to . 

finalize th.eir proposal Which will be made to the state. A 
final public hearing will be held later in the spring. Left 
to right ar e Ed Shima, Bernie Elwood, county supervi­
sors; Greg Misbach, chairman of the commission; 
Larry Beyer, chairman of the soil conservation com· 
missioners of which Misbach is also a member, and 
LeoJ?ard '!-hys, supervisor. Lowell McKean, county ex­
t~nswn director, IS secretary for the commission . 

~ 3-Xl- 7f 

Land Preservation - What Do.~e-s ~lt-M~e-a-n --'-H--e~re? 
Land preservation has been the ~ubject for two 

public hearings, a number of meetings and lJlOre 
to come in Iowa county. Few people turped out for 
the hearings and their opportunity for input into 
the document which will be submitled to the state 
in June. 

After a number of years of debate on a state land 
use policy, fegislators turned. t~e task of for­
mulating a policy over to comrpisswns thrqughqut 

·· the state. Commission members were pnmanly 
those from the county soil conservation com­
missions and thus qualified to know what had 

rbeen done already and. what was possible with 
funds available through their departments. Also 
included were members of the county boards of 
supervisors and city council representatives. 
· The task they were assigned is not an easy one. 
They were told to ·pr~,sent various cr.iter!~ for 
what is now termed · land preservatiOn. Ob-

, viously what is important in Iowa coun.ty, may not . 
be the case in Cerro Gordo, as was pmnted out at 
qne hearing, oi Polk countie~. Typog~aphy m?Y 
be the determining factor In the firSt , while 
population is in the second. So it is that it is a 
formidable task to consider what are the 
priorities. 

The Iowa county commission posed a series of 
questions prior to the public hearings. T~ose w~re 
discussed in varying degrees according to In­
terest in the particular subject. 

One area whi<'h included a fair amount of 
·discussion was ho'w to h~ndle ~ Q-10 rainfall. Tl~ey 
define that as the top rainfalltn a ten year perwd. 
that will be received in a given time ~ a matter of 
hours. Where was that r-ainfall to be contained- on 
the land. where it fell? Downstream? Who would 
pay for containment structures i.e. terraces, 
ponds, dams, etc? !he far~er_? The taxpayer? 

W.ill future housing be eliminated completely 

from being built on prime a·g land? Will ~uild.ing in 
flood plains- as along the Iowa or Enghsh rivers, 
etc., be forbidden? 

What about cattle confinement -structures? 
What takes precedence- the cattleman already in 
the area? The homeowners whose residential 
area now borders the farm land? · 

How does a county enforce the land pres~rva­
tion laws if they pass them? 

Is there an elected body to be concerned only 
with land preservation or an existing body to take 
it over or an appointive one? · 

Is there a problem at all when we face a year 
when set asides are the main talk on the farm 
scene and there would appear to be an abundant 
supply of land on which to. rais~ crops? 

Some people are expressing grave concern <?Ver 
our giving up long a<7cepted and prectous 
freedoms of controlling our own land. That 
responsibility they see as being taken over by 
area land planners. They have every right to be 
concerned. 

But what concerns us most at this time is the 
general lack of interest in attending the hearings. 
Probably not more than 25 people ·in add!tion to 
the commissioners attended the two heanngs. 

Farm · Bureau building, Williamsburg, is the 
site of a meeting to discuss the 208 clean wa~er act 
and its implications in the county along with the 
land preservation considerations Wednesday, 
Mar. 29. An article appears elsewhere. 

Land preservation seems to be on e 
that we as citizens have the opportun fi t. 
We need to take advantage of that oppoftti ity 
before someone else makes decisions about which 
we'll complain for 'year~ to com~. 

How do you feel about. land preservation? 

FARMERS · CONTRACTOR MEETING 

Farmers intetesfed in doing conservation work in 1978 
are urged to attend a meeting at the Williamsburg City 
Hall ~n _M~nday ,_ Feb. 27, 1978 at 7:30 p.m. Topics 
for d1scuss1on will be cost-sharing, priorities , and an 
open discussion. Personnel from the Iowa County Soil 
Conservation District , Soil Conservation Service and 
the ASCD will be pres~nt !O answer any queStions . 

Panel Airs Water-land 
-COnserving .Issues Mar 29 

, T.he 208 wa~er.pollution control act and land preser­
vatwn cbmmtsswn efforts will be the topic aired by a 
panel app~aring at a meeting Wednesday, Mar. 29

1 
at 

7:30p.m. m the Farm Bureau building, Williamsburg' . 
. Pa~elists will be Ron Gahring, Williamsburg, land 
Imp_rovement contractor~ Greg Misbach, Marengo, · 
chairman of the land_preservation commission;. Larry · 
Beyer, Marengo, chmrman of the county soil conserva! 
tion service commissioners; and Harry Bryant Par-
nell_. county conservationist. ' 
. Gahi-ing has been active in the past.year and a half on 
the national level on the behalf of better conservation 
techniques and programs. . 

The informational meeting is geared to explain the 
voluntary program on soil conserving issues which will 
help all farmers and urban residents rigid governmen-
tal mandate controls. · . 

;,t·and Preservatian~­
.IS Set 'For Tonight Hearing 

A final hearing on recommendations for u county and 
state land preservation policy will be tonight, Thurs­
day, Apr. 20, at 8 p.m. in the court room of the Iowa· 
county courthouse, Marengo. 

The temporary county land preservation policy COfll­
mission h;as made recommendations as to provisions to 

~ l be. included in a state land preservation policy and com­
.: ments on these and other recommendatior1s may be 

made at the·public hearing. 
Those recommendations have been included in pre­

vious issues of The NpiC. 



In Memory of 

~' · .... ·.· 

CLEM McBR.IDE 
... 
.-: 

~= ;~ , For. his dedicated service to the Iowa County Soil 
Conservation District. 

August 197·0· 
to December 1978 

CLEM McBRIDE 

WE WISH TO THANK THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE AND BUSINESSES FOR THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE FINANCIAL 
SijPPORT OF THE IOWA COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT: 

Patron 's Mutual 
TJP. Rural Electric 
Amana Farms, Inc. 
Midwest Culvert · 
Iowa Drain Tile Co. 
Sheffield Brick & Tile . 
Seven Villages Restaurant 
Iowa .County Farm Bureau 
Levine Company 
Cedar Valley D1 stnbt..itmg 
Swartzendruber Lumber 

FIELD OFFICE PERSONNE~ 

Iowa County Farm Service 
Rhinehart's · 
Colony Market Place 
Gahring Construction 
Walt James 
Dietrich Construction 
Harry Bryant 
MJIIen Sandersfeld 
Harold Sherman 
Leonard Thys 
Delmar Wetjen 

Rudolph Hagen & Son 
David Horras 
Gene Stoltzfus 
Larry Miller, M.D. 
Evelyn Hoff 
Alma Heitman 
Dave & Lester F.etzer 
Robert Crane 
John Maxey 
Murray Armstrong 
Duane Bloome 

DISTRICT OFFICERS 

Larry Beyer, Chairman 
' Greg Misbach, Vice-Chairman 

Pauline Lillis 
V.R. Points 
H & R Tiling 
Roy L. Yoder 
Jerry Rabe 
Joseph Rabe 
Greg Misbach 
Beyer Farms 
Fred White 
Larry Wetjen 
David McCartney 

Mary Welsh 
Chris Swartzendruber 
Elwood Farms 
Donald Baker 
Donald Dietrich 
Frank R. Smith 
Helen Donohoe 
Paul E.M. Yoder 
Donald Wyant 

ASSISTANT COMMISSI.ONERS 

David McCartney 
Mary Welsh 

Harry Bryant. D1strict Conservationist 
Clem McBride, Conservation Technic1an 
Lennis Doehrmann, State Clerk -
Millen Sandersteld , Conservation A1de 

Lennis Doehrmann, Secretary-Treasurer 

DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS 

Larry Beyer Vernon Sandersfeld 
Keith Enochson Fred White 
Greg Misbach 

AREA OFFICE PERSONNEL 

Keith Glandon, Area Conser·vationist 
Marvin Parmer, Civil Engineer 
Kent Rice, Civil Engineer 

DISTRICT COOPERATOR AGREEMENTS - 7,301 Acres 

John O'Rourke 
Paul Brimmer 
Vernon Fisher 
John Rot. Jr 
Donald Hadenfeldt 
Elmer Grimm 
Kenneth King 

Ralph Miller 
Martin Bayer 
Floyd Groff 
Harold DeBrower 
Marv1n Gnmm 
Kenneth Grimm 

O'Rourke Brothers 
Ken Caes 
Ed Vesley 
Charles Scott 
Nelson Histand 
Willie Schropp 

Lawrence Haman 
David Kinzenbaw 
Gary' Tanner 
Dean M. Smith 
Larry Fuller 
Duane Fuller 

.;· 

Francis Vos, Civi l Engineering Technician 
Kathleen Ohnemus, Area Clerk 

Mary Lacina 
Daryl Newberry 
Albert Van Thournout 
Jerry Townsend 
Wayne Ebel 
Clarence Hagen 

John Townsend 
Gene Stanerson 
Ed & Gary Koehn 
Loyel Schutterle 
Robert Crane 
Robert Crane 

Thurs., Feb. 22, 1979 

DISTRICT ACTIVITIES 

JANUARY 
10: Commissioners Meeting - Election of officers held. Elected were Larry 

Beyer, Chairman, Greg Misbach, Vice-Chairman. and Lennis Doehrmann. 
Secretary-Treasure·r. · 

12: Tree and Wildlife Information meeting. 
17 & 18: Commissioners Short Course at Ames 
25: Iowa County Conservation Contractor's Luncheon and Meeting 
31: Resource Coordinating Committee Meeting 

FEBRUARY 
23: Annual Report Published in Iowa Gounty Farmer 
27: Contractor-Farmer Meeting at Williamsburg City Hall 
28: Commissioners Meeting 

MARCH 
1: Contribution Letter mailed 

10: Regional Commissioners Meeting at Seven Villages Restaurant 
21 : Commissioners Meeting 
29: Land Preservation Committee Meeting 
31: Reviewed Soil Loss Complaint Site and Special Commissioners Meeting 

APRIL 
11: Commissioners Meeting 
30: Soil Stewardship Week 

MAY 
19: Williamsburg 6th Grade Conservation Outdoor Classroom at Lake Iowa 
31 : Commissioners Meeting 

JUNE 
15: ASCS Conservation Tour 
20: Commissioners Meeting 
29: RCA Workshop at Carousel Motel, Iowa City; No-Till Tour at 6:30p.m. of 

Harold Joseph and Jerry McCaw far{lls 

JULY 
5: Commissioners Conservation Tour. Supper. and Business Meeting 

12: RCA Public Meeting 
16: Conservation Air Tour 
25: Commissioners Meeting and Picnic Supper at Greg Misbach's home. 

AUGUST 
15: Commissioners Meeting 

SEPTEMBER 
19: Commissioners Meeting 
27: Area Staff 5 Meeting at Newton. District Conservationist Harry Bryant 

Technician Clem McBride, and District Clerk Lennis Doehrmann attended. 
29 & 30: Fall Teachers Conservation Workshop. Marcia and Bill Wehnerfrom 

the Williamsburg Community School attended. 

OCTOBER 
24: Commissioners Meeting- Iowa County Board of Supervisors attended the 

meeting, District Conservationist Harry Bryant showed new slide set "Soil -
Iowa's Underated Resource." 

25: Soil Judging Contest held in Washington County. Schools from Iowa. 
Johnson. and Washington counties participated; Soil Conservation Essay and 
Speech Contest at 8:00 p.m.; Speech Contest Winners were: Jeff Folkmann. 
first; David Dermody, second; and Eric Walker, third. Essay Contest Winners 
were: Charles Heitman. first; Robin Smith, second; and Greg Welsh, th;rd. 

.NOVEMBER 
7: Election Day. Larry Wetjep and David McCartney were elected' as district 

commissioners to replace retiring commiss ioners Keith Enochson and Vernon 
Sandersfeld . J · _ 

9: Regional ComrQissioners Meeting and Speech Contest at Seven Villages . 
Restaurant. 

20: Annual Awards Banquet and Commissioners Meeting at Colony Market 
Place. South Amana. Winners were: Owner-Operator. Vernon Sandersfeld ; New 
Cooperator. Jerald McCaw; Landlord-Tenant. Chris Swartzendruber-Rebert 
Faber; lzaak Walton League Windbreak Award. Arlo Cronbaugh . 

DECEMBER 
5,6.7: Annual Commissioners and Clerks Conference at Starlight Village, Fort 

Dodge. District Clerk Lennis Doehrmann attended. 
9: Commissioners Christmas Party and Meeting at Old Creamery Theatre and 

Stage Door Restaurant. 

FINANCIAL REPORT RECEIPTS DISBURSEMENTS RECEIPTS DLSBURSEMENTS BASIC CONSERVATION PLANS - 5,685 Acres 
Ly le R1ggans Ed Kinsinger James Prince 
Vernon Fisher Phillip Kinsinger Gary Schafbuch 
Dean M. Smith Evelyn Hoff John Henning 
Wi ll1am Lillie Jerry Townsend Marvin Grimm 

Robert Crane 
John Rot, Jr. 
Elsie Slauba ugh 

Gene Goodman 
C.P. Rohde 
Ken neth Grimm 

BASIC CONSERVATION PLANS REVISED - 25,363 Acres 
. . I 

Art Dermody, Jr. Glen White Harold Koehn John Stevenson · 
Wilbur Litwiller Amana Society Collin? & Finnegan 

GROUP PLANS 
John O'Rourke and Alfred VanDee 
Clayton Dietrich and Lawrence Haman 
Wilbur Litwiller and Ed Martin 
Walter Volz and Loyel Schutterle 
George Heller and George Stanerson 
Harold Yoder and Glen White 
Linn Hoff and Eugene Stanerson 

DISTRICT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
MAJOR PRACTICES 
Diversion Terraces 
Ponds 
Erosion Control Structures 
Terraces and Sediment Basins 
Tile 

UN IT 
Feet 

Nu mber 
Number 

Feet 
Feet 

1978 
12,450 

9 
9 

71 ,330 
229,709 

Orville Bloethe and Iowa County 
Marvin Brandt and Iowa County 
Lawrence Cronbaugh. and Iowa County 
Elmer Grimm and Iowa Cou nty 
Dorothy Sch weibert and Iowa County 
Ra ymond Wi lle and lowa County 

OTH£R SE RVI CES 
UNIT 1928_ 

Individuals and 
Groups Assisted Number 321 

Individuals and Groups 
Applying Practices· N'umber 150 

1M BUDGET 
Al location $1 ,855.21 
Commissioner's Expenses · -
Off ice Supplies 
Printing -
Prizes for Contests 
Office Expense 
Meeting Expense 
TOTAL EXPENDED 

782.69 
320.52 
152.50 
219.12 
297.91 
82.47 

$1,855.21 

3M BUDGET ( 1976-77) 
Allocation $41 ,00.0.00 
Add. Allocation 31 ,050.00 
Disbursed to Fa rmers $71,569.95 
Obligat~d Funds 480.05 

$72,050.00 ' 

3M BUDG(T (1977-78) 
Allocation $44,000.00 
Add. Allocation 23,100.00 2M BUDGET 

Allocation 
Clerical and Technical 
Insurance 

$1 1,785.00 . .Man9atory . -
$10,167.09 Allocation 11,498.05 

483.10 Disbursed to Farmers ·$69,535.60 
Travel 196.41 Obligated Funds 9,062.45 
Equ ipment 
TOTAL EXPENDED 
Rele·ased 

_ ____:.6_3.5_0 $78,598.05 
$10,910.10 3'M BUDGET (1978-79} 

874.90 AllocatiOn $48 000.00 
$11.785.00 . Add. Allocation 15:ooo.oo 

Mandatory 
Allocatior. 11 ,383.07 
Disbursed to Farmers $55,654.95 
Obligated Funds 16,518.04 
Unobligated Funds 2.210.08 

REVOLV1NG FUN D .__,_ 
Ba lance On Hand 1-01-78 280.37 
Recei·pts - Contributions 1,971.00 
Receipts - Reiillbursements 1,173. 76 
Disbursements 2~952 .92 
-Balance On Ha nd 12-31-78 472. 21 . $74:383.07 
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- ... 
miSSl~oner races 

'~ 

·~ ByAISwegle 
Gazette farm editor 

.lnter.est has picked up in races for 
dk•rict soil commissioner in Eastern 
Iowa. 

Contested elections have devel­
oped in six of the 15 counties in The 
Gaaette circulation area - Benton, 
Buchanan, Cedar, Clayton~ Linn and 
Winneshiek. There are no contests in 
nine other counties. 

The most hotly contested election 
is in Clayton County, where five can­
didates are running for three differ­
ent posts. 

This is only the second time soil 
district commissioners have been on 
the general election ballot. District 
commissioners administer state soil 
cost sharing funds which total $4.72 
million statewide. They also handle 
soil erosion complaints filed under 
the Iowa Soil Conservancy Law. 
Some 450 complaints have been filed 
statewide since the law was eilacted 
in 1972, · 

Three candidates are.-~ 
two posts in IJQn County~ ].c..,.i 
Ja9k Scott, 50, of Marion, the .ihcum­
bept; Stephen Martin, 30, at Whit­
tiel', llnd Dorothea Lillie, 56, of Al-

ett. . .. 
fsScott,J)O, is completing_..hll--.=-fkft 

- term on the bo'ard. A 'PMl 
an· of the board, he ser 

t1ilt Temporary ~d P __ 
VGlM . Commission an4 ;,his . f(lll)£,j 

eived the Cedar Rapids Chamber 
ni Fam,Jly of the Y·~w,q 

y.-ars ago. · 
· _ Scott raises 700 to 800 head of 

hbgs o~ t4~o· acre far~ing ?per~· 
tion. Hi • Mad mstalled 2~ miles ·of 
iftlet · tert'aces and tile outlet terraces 
on the land :he farms. 
··~ "Conser\ration is a must iri :.:this , 
day in. agriculture," Scott said. "If we 
d~n't. keep it here, we won't ~ft." 

Scott and· his wife, Mary Afttpf, are 
parents of three child?n: JUW, 22, 
Sbaron, 17, and Jeff, 141 

Martin, seeking the office for the 
fld;t time, is chairman of the admin­
i. athre board of the . Prairie Chapel 
United Methodist Church, and serv­
es-as a director of the Fann Bureau, 
the Pork Producers and Brown 
Township Mutual Insurance Co. 

He installed 2,000 feet of inlet ter­
races three years ago, planted an 
evergreen wildlife prese.rve, an_d in­
stalled 80,000 feet of tiles. 

"I believe soil is our No. 1 re­
source · and should be protected to 
the b~t of our ability,'' Martin said. 
"They don~ make any more soil ·any­
more, f O we should seek to preserve 
it for fti.ture generations:" 

Mart~ . and his wi~- . Kare~, ·are 
parents of three child~i+.~a; 7, 
Barb~, s. an'\ ~tephan.._. 
· Mrs~ Lillie terved as 

in th~ - eOl\t ~ti~~ . _ . 
nine years be~lring~~ 
She also served liii1SeCr1 

district commissioners. If elected, 
she would be the first woman in Linn 
County to be elected a district soil 
commissioner. 

She is a member of the Marabwa 
Chapter of the American Business 
Women's Association and the Chris­
tian Church in Alburnett. 

Her husband, Paul, farms 255 
acres four miles southeast of Albur­
nett where they have a 30 head pure­
bred Angus herd. Paul believes in 
crop rotation. Her family includes 
two sons, Arthur, 30, of Hampton 
and Barth, 29, of Chicago. 

"I think the county supervisors 
should have enacted the 35-acre 
homesite proposal into law in Linn 
County, because we need to preserv'e 
our prime agricultural farmland," 
Mrs. Lillie said. 

"We need to --preserve the soil we 
have because we don't know how 
well off .we are here in Iowa.'" 

Here's ~ listing -of .: ~soil com­
_missioiMJII' ·.elec~i~~er counties 
In The Gazette eireutifttm area: 

.f\11.-ktte County (2 to be 
11 ~·J .i! 

_1_ 

elected): Kenneth Kerndt, Waukon; 
Maurice Simmonds, Lansing. Both 
are candidates for re-election. 

Benton County (2 to be elected): 
Roman Gardner, Garrison; Don 
Weichman, Atkins; Mrs. George . 
Grovei:t, Shellsburg. Gardner and 
Weichman are the incumbents. 

Buchanan County (2 to be 
elected): Mrs. Brian Forster, Aurora; 
Karel Rawson, Hazleton; and Carroll 
Bantz, Rowley. 

Cedar County. (2 to be elected): 
Bill Davidson, Stanwood; Russell 
Voss, Bennett; Randall Shaul; 

· Tipton; · and Robert Kruckenberg, 
Lowden. Davidson is an incumbent. 
Another incumbent, Kenneth 
Mather, Springdale, is not seeking 
re-election. 

Clayton County (3 to be elected):· 
Bernard Hanson, Elgin; Wayland 
Frederick, Strawberry Point; Gary 
Johannlftj!Myer, Garber; D~iEl~­
derso~, Gunder; 'ancf· ttmWtV~"" 
Strawben:y .Po~t 
against Ftecfe'tt*. 
against Anderson: · ~-e!fT 

is unopposed. Hanson, Frederick and 
iohanningmeyer are the incumbents. 

Delaware County (2 to be 
elected): Paul Gienapp, Hopkinton. 
Gienapp is the incumbent. Herb Pri­
beg of Manchester, an incumbent, is 
not seeking re-election. David Eib~y 
of Manchester is a write-in candidate 
for Pribeg's post~ 

Fayette County. (2 to be elected): 
Leslie Anderson, Castalia, incum­
bent, and James Burrack, Arlington. 
Paul Schuchmann Jr., Arlington, an 
incumbent, is not seeking re-elec­
tion. 

Iowa County. (2 fo be elected): 
Larry Wetjen, Marengo, and David 
B. McCartney, North English. The in­
cumbents, Keith Enochson, Conroy 
and Vernon Sandersfeld, Home­
stead, are not seeking re-election. 

Johnson County. (2 to be elected): 
Kenneth Cu,hel, Swisher, and Everett 
Winborn, Kalona. The incumbents, 

Gringer, l.91Wl . QW, . ~d __ ,job 
· ~aevetinsky. towa· CitYi are- net seek· 

Lillie Scott 

Beherends. Monticello. Waggoner is 
an incumbent. The other incumbent, 
William Hac]Je of Center Junction, is 
not see kin& re-election. 

Keokuk County. (2 to bE! elected): 
Dale Stanley, Sigourney, and David 
Flint, Wbat . Cheer. Both are incum-
bents. . • 

Powe.ek ~Y (2 to be elect­
Loren Roorda, Montezuma, and 

~~~rooklyn. Roorda 
fulfi ll an un­
by Charles 

Fenner, Grinnell. Mrs. Ford is run­
ning to fill two years of Roorda's 
term. 

Tama County. (2 to be elected ) 
Robert Fontinel, Tama, and Harry 
Scurr, Gilman. Both are incumbents. 

Winneshiek County. (2 to be 
elected): Richard Geving, Decorah; 
Wilbur Stoen, Decorah; David Ros­
lein, Decorah. The incumbents, An­
drew Hemesath, Calmar, and Clay­
ton Wangness, Spring Grove, Minn., 
are not seeking re-election. 
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Few R·espon~d ,. To · lan·d.: fe.Se,rvcltioh He~ri ·ngs 
Six people other than 

committee members or 
associated workers attend­
ed a hearing called by the 
land preservation commis­
sion Feb. 16 at the Iowa 
county courthouse, Mar­
engo. 

A two hour discussion of 
questions proposed to the 
public by the commission 
.ended on the recommenda­
, tion that the commission re­
·Spond .to the state legisla­
ture that it fbe the respon~ 
sibility of each county to 
establish a commission and 
provide it with policy 
powers and authorization to 
accomplish the needs of the 
individual county. The 
committee· would deter-
mine the needs. · 

Greg Misbac .. , chair­
rna~ of the commission 
chargM with formulating · 
recommendations to send 
back to the legislature, 
commented that the legis-

- latur' itself had consider­
ed the subject for several 
years· before handing it to 
individual counties to ~orne 

up with recommendations 
in six months. 

He explained that after 
the second hearing in Wil­
liamsburg Feb. 23 , the com­
mission would meet to con­
sider the input from the two 
hearings and make a se­
cond draft of their recom­
mendations. A third public 
hearing would then he held 
with a final report ' going to 
the legislature in June . 

Problems To Consider 
Ed Shima, county super­

visor's chairman, pointed : 
out that there are a num­
ber of problems for con­
sideration by the land pre­
servation commission . Is it 
one of soil erosion, impure 
water, a question of cor­
recting this, enforcement 
or what he asked in point­
ing out the problems the 
commission has had with 
the task delegated by the 
legislature . · \ 

There are three basic 
ways to initiate or enforce 
'policy, he continued. These 
include that it be voluntary 
and that education provide 

the impetus for land pre- In opening up discussion men ted, he continued, is the 
servation to be done or not. initially Marengo mayor consideration. Soil con-

Paying or not for pre- .Otto Maas commented that , servation service has been 
servation (soil conserva- as one goes through the furnishing sharing funds to 
tion) was another. That is state, trees have been accomplish this. 
expensive, he said. Based cleared off river banks and · Misbach said ·there had 
on 368,000 acres in the left along the way. Subse- been ta lk 'of 90 percent 
county and using 350,000 quently ther~ \ are prob- government grant for such . 
acres as an easy figure, one lems , as at tne old river work as diversion ter­
would need to consider bridge on North Court ave- races , etc. , with the rest a 
what it would. take per acre nue, Marengo, ·where trees 10 percent loan to the far­
for adequate control. That have blocked two-thirds of mer. Should the farmer do 
figure could be $200 to $300, the channel. Water runs out more or less he asked? J a i­
he con~inued. At $100 per over 'the adjacent land lor commented he felt 75-25 
acre it w o u I d cost wh(:m it is high as a result , split would be better . . 
$35,000,000, he said, at $200 Maas continued , and does- Larry Beyer answering a 
the figure · would be n't preserve farm land. quest ion from Nell Shima 
$70,0.00,000 and $105,000,000 Q-10 Rainfall on how many farms (.i re 
for the higher amount. If John Jailor, . Marengo now I?repared to handle a Q-
land owners are paid to do councilman asked for 10 ram, said that 10 percent 
the work, where does the clarification ' of' terminol- were . Misbach sa id tha t be­
money come from , he.ask- ogy in the questions posed low a Q-10 r~in was what 
ed? 1 for consideration by the SCS. was trymg to accom-

Thethirdconsiderationis commission . AQ-10rain , he plish. This would be five 
what he termed, police was told , .is one that occurs tons per acre ~r less soil 
power ··or fine . once every ten yea t:"s for the loss.· That rate IS now 11 to 

'Supervisor Bernard El- amount of rain in a given 12 tons per acre. 
. wood noted thattheangleof length of time. ,_At the rate of the last 20 
land use was the question Misbach expla ined that years, it would take 120 
t~e c;ommission was con- farm practices to ~old such. year~ at 50. percent cost 
sidermg. What works for a rainfall where it is re- sharmg. 

_ ~owa co.unty won't for Polk, ceived on the land is· a goal. . Mrs. Shima then ques-
r-_ c contmued. How that it is to ht· imph·- t1nnr d who such proce-

dures were helping - the 
farm operator, the future 
taxpayer, the clean water 
enthusiast? · 

Beyer explained that the 
federal government under 
the clean water act is re­
quiring a plan from the 
state. Iowa recommenda­
tions would go to the en­
vironmental- protection 
agency (EPA) next fall. 

One recommendation 
from the SCS and the Iowa 
county resource coordinat­
ing committee sent to Des 
Moines was for water to be 
held on the land from a Q-10 
rain. That is a goal within 
this county he said. It is not 
in Cerro Gordo county, for 
example, where it is very 
flat, and they try to get rid 
ot surface water as quickly 
as possible. 

Conserv a tion proce-
dures so·und like a lot oi 
'money, Beyer continued , 
but EP A is giving grants for 
sewage and cleaning up the 
a ir . 

Williamsburg \lt!Ning 
Consideration of wht·t h t·r 

the policy of ho-Lding a Q-10 
rain was better than the 
present sta te law requiring 
a five ton per_ acre loss li­
mit was one of the main 
topics at the Feb. 23 hear­
ing in Williamsburg . . 

Misbach said he believes 
holding the Q-10 rain for 24 
hours is a better policy than · 
limiting soil loss; as it 
equalizes the burden on all 
land-owners; the burden is 
not : left on those down­
stream. 

Misbach pointed out that 
hilly land in continuous pas­
ture would not sustain a soil 
loss much over the five ton 
per acre limit when rains 
run off it Lower lands that 
might be continuously row 
cropped would be subject to 
a heavier soil loss from the 
runoff from the hills. 

He. said if the structures 
to temporarily contain the 
water were built on higher 
lands , less extensive ones 
would be needed. This 
might benefit secondary 
ro·ads us smaller bridges or 
culverts would be needed . 

I 

He added he felt admini­
stration of this policy 
should be in the hands of the 
soil conservation service at 
the county level. "I can 't 
tolerate the DEQ (depart­
ment of environmental 
qualiW) telling us how to 
farm ." 

Shima commented the 
area of soil conservation 
was one where he favored 
regulation, an exception to 
his general policy of not 
want~ng them. He felt the 
advantages of soil con­
servation were to society 
and posterity, so society 
should pay for it. He would 
favor paying farmers to 
undertake soil conserva­
tion, with a little fine to 
make sure they did. · 

Those attending the 
Williamsburg· hearing 
seemed to generally favo~ 
the commission's proposal 
that the state or federal 
government cost share 90 
percent of the improve­
ments with the farmer pay-

(Please turn to page 9) 



La11d Use . .. 
(Contjnued from pa~e 1) 

ing 10 percent, financed 
through long term fbw 
interest loans. 



Taltes A look t f el Savin 

Agroriom1st ells Area 'Farmers 
Advantages Of Conserva.tion Tillage 

By Doris McCartney. 
"We have come the full 

circle in land cultivation, 
from scratching the soil 
and planting to the new one 
step tillage operation," 
Minoru Amemiya, profes­
sor o( agronomy and exten­
sion agronomist at Iowa 
State university, Ames, 
told a class of farmers re­
cently. 

at the expense of hay, smaH 
grains and pasture," he 
continued. 

residue on the surface or ''However,'' he added, are necessary when one no- be practiced,'.' he urged, r~ 
both," he explained. "crop producers are not tices some farmers wm~k at calling a devastfng period 

In the past crop pro- getting their fair share of "full throttle ahead." · in ag history in 1974 When 
' ''As a result, this has in­

creased the erosion hazard 
because land not suited for 
intensive row cropping has 
been put to such use." 

ducers have relied on the the attention from Con- ! "Those farmers who con., five days of rain eroded 
moldboard plow, followed gress. Urban interests pre- tinue to -use the moldboard much soil throughout the 
by oneormorediskingsand dominate on the national plow _are reducing the~r state. 
harrowings, to prepare tbe. level." secondary tillage either m New Tillage Use - . 

He predicts row · crop 
acres will continue to in­
crE~ase, thus the erosion 
ha~~ard grows. 

fields for row.crops. "Congressmanrpusttake degree or number of trips. "Erosion is,cosUy, tbere-
Iowa has more landinag~ a good look at ag programs In the past ten years, use of fore new tillage. methods to 

riculture production than in order to benefit the en- tilhy;e ~ystems that d< not save soil, time and costs are 
any other state in terms of tire. nation," he observed. in.volve the moldboard I low influencing more tahners 

Reducing son· losses has 
to be done with conserva­
tion tillage, Amemiya ob­
served. 

population," the agrono-~ -. He· >OOntinued stressing has increased. · 
mist noted. that conservation efforts ''Erosion control (Please turn to page 8C) Meeting in the Williams­

burg city hall, for more 
than two hours, the far­
mers were on hand to be 
brought up to date on con-
servation tillage. Discusses Tillage 

"Iowans, who continue to He defines conservation 
use their productive soils tillage as ''any tillage sys­
and take advantage of tem that reduces loss of soil 
favorable climate to help or water compared to un­
meet domestic and world rid,ged or clean tillage.'.-

. agricultural problems, These systems leave ,a soil 
must count on prudently us- suli'face after planting that 
ing their land resources," protects the . SOil against 
the agronomist cautioned. wind and water er.osion. 

"Row crop acres have <rThis means s gh soil 
doubled in the past 35 years surface, a mulch of plant 

· '_':Slot width vary -from·~ "Used · at the p~per 
more t.Qa_n three inches for: depth. rotor' speed -and 

1 units with a fluted colter to ground speed. powered til­
( Continued froni page 7C) }e~$-_tban an. inch for those- lers produce satisfactory 

_ --- . · _ 'Wlth a smooth colter~ · ·seedbeds:~ ;, _ 
·to _ch~nge.- t~etr - pr~- - "Suffi~ient. weight must - In stressing tillage 
gr~ms, . he contmtred. · . be provtded to assur~ col,. ... meth.ods.. the, agronomist 

N~w systems are . till ter penetration _ through inentione<t wate~ runoff 
plant1~g; slot planti:flg_ plant re~idue and u~~s- starts ~ar:liest aftei \bing a 
rotary ~llage and _chisel turbed sod, the agronomist moldboard plow. · 
plowmg. added, after viewing fields 

"T'll f . . where experienced far- · He-added thisadvise, "In 
t ~ antmg ·~ a sys- mers have started this sys- the spring be patient when 

tern which pernnts row tern " 1 · · · 
cropping with a limited soil . - . P_antmg time arnves. ~ 
disturbance. Till planting. Seed Cover - ~- • • A 1 t · , f bl 
regarded as one-pass till- ''Poor seed· cover is found · ? 0 ' _pro ems 
ag~- and the planting sys- if insufficient· penetration de'i:ilop m t~e soil when yo~ 
tem, has bet;n especially r~sults. In contrast,. exces- f~ to we~ fieldsand_socki~ 
succ~~sful IJt western stV€! col.ter penetratiOn_ may te~~:f:-~~h~~~re 18 a~ 
Iowa. result m a slot depth far I em , . on pr. 

' 'The till planter consists 
of a wide sweep that run~ 
shaltow, clearing a path 
through the row area of the 
previous crop. Deflector 
rows mounted behincLthe 
sweep allows plant residu'e. 
including corn stubble to be 
moved out of the planting 
area and into the row mid­
cUes, 

''Seed is placed in soil 
finned by a runner::opener. 
located behind the swee~ 
and pressed by a narrow. 
semi-pneumatic press 
wheel covered by the <lise 
or drag chains ." 

For some farmers , the till 
planter is a one-pass 
secondary tillage and 
planting tool on fiefds 
disced the previous falL 

Another one-pass tillage 
and planting operation is 
slot planting. The agrono­
mist describes this method 
as planting seed in a slot 
created by a colter in an 
otherwise undisturbed soil 
surface. Sometimes this 
system is called no-till or ZL'-

. ro till. 

deeper than desired plant- ~ 

in~, depth, causing poor ge~~ He praised the chisel 
mmatw.n and emergence, plow, saying, "This tool 
he cautiOned. offers tremendous oppor­

On_e of t~e ad_vantages ?f tunities ror manipulating 
slot plantmg IS fo~nd m the soil while leaving resi­
pl_antmg ~o~ crops m sod due on to~ _ 
without plow mg. Sod serves 
a.n erosion control func- ·"The ~hisel plow can al-
bon. . • d 

"This allows row crop- ~o serve as a ra~e. re uc-
pin!~- on slopes too· steep for mg ~umb~; of tnps across 
such use with clean tillage. the fields, he added. 
For slot Qlanting then: . use In machinery manage­
of b?~h-cont_act and residua! ment, he also asked for soil 
herlbtcides IS ~.ecessary for temperature considera­
wee:d control. _ tion before_ starting early 

Discussiti'g tli~· - merits or planting:- -
rotary tillage, Dr. "U - d d 
Amemiya said these · stan ~are a equate, 
mac~hines are used in - ~arly plant1~g c~ produce 
secondary tiUage opera.: mcreased y1el~. He noted 
tions . but their fuel and there are constd.erabletem­
powe'r requirements are peraq~re - _diffe-ren·ce 
high and may be combined between_ a ndge ~d. ar-
witb other operations. r~w. This depends on_ tile 

. _ . trme of day and row direc-
' 'Powered rotary tillers tion, another necessity to 

are versatile tools, used for ~onder when beginni~g 
full width and strip_ tillage. field operations. :-. 
M o s t m a c h in e s are ~ - -·- · =-~::-:­
equipped with knives which · ''Erosion hurts us as pro­
rotate Jn a wertical plane ducers because-it costs, .. 
around a horizontal- axi~.~-: J?r. Arnemiya sajd... 

TALK CONSERVATIONTILLAGE­
Min Amemiya, e-xtension agronomist, ­
lowa State· university, Ames, visits 
with George Wheat. Kir kwood college 
staff member, Cedar Rapids , and 

Gerald Gogan, Cedar Rapids~ crop 
production specialist, at a recent ag in­
struction class at city ball , Williams­
burg . Wheat is instructor of veterans' 
cl9sses at Williamsburg this winter. 
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~ We wish to thank the following people and businesses for their contributions to the financial support of the Iowa 
~~ .. ~ounty Soil Conservation District: 

Mary Welsh Ronald Mohr Amana Society J. J. Kelly 
Leo Kelly Co. Lambert & James Elwood Dick Wetjen Donald Dietrich 
Harry Bryant Frank R. Smith Doane Walt James 

David Horras 
Harold Sherman 
Altorfer Machinery 
Greg Misbach Roy L. Yoder & Son Roehrkasse Meat Co. J. C. Vercande Dietrich Constructio ~ 

Home Gas, Inc. Iowa County Farm Service Walter Nodean De l ~a r & Larry Wet]en 
Duane Bloome Donald Baker Alfred E. Shaull Chns Swa rtzendruber 

Keith Enochson John Maxey 
Pauline Lillie Cedar Valley Distributing Helen Donahoe Patron's Mutual 

Rudolph & Oren Hagen 
Millen Sandersfeld 
Thermogas 

T.I.P. Rural Electric Harold Koehn Orville Wichmann Swartzend ruber Lu mb,er 
· Fred Wh ite 

Beyer Fa rms 
Rh inehart's Levine Company Farmer's Cooperative. Ches Freshour Gahring Constr..uction 

Vic Points Midwest Culvert Colony Market Place Advance Drainage Systems Iowa Drain Tile Co. 

SOIL CONSERVATION STAFF DISTRICT COMMI SS IONER 

Seated left to ri ght: District Clerk Lennis Doehrmann, Distric 
Con servationist Harry Bryant, Conservation Techn ician Clerr 
McBride. 

' :;l 

Seated around the table clock-wise: Commissioner Keith 
Enochson, Assistant Commissio1 er Mary Welsh , Com missioner 
Larry Beyer, Commissioner Greg Misbach, Commissioner Fred 
White, Commi~s i oner Vernon Sandersfeld , Assistant Com ­
missioner Davia McCartney. 

FIELD OFFICE PERSONNEL 
Harry Bryant,' District Conservationist 
Clem McB r i de ,~Con servation Technrcian 
Lenn is Doehrma nn, State Clerk 
Millen Sa ndersfeld, CoQservation Aide 

ASSI STANT COMMISSIONERS 
. David McCartney 
Mary Welsh 

-------
DISTRI CT OFFICERS 
Larry Beyer, Chai rman 
Greg M1sbach, Vice-Chatrman 
Lennis Doehrmanll, Secretary-Treasurer 

DISTRICT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

MAJOR PRACTICE 
Contour Farmin_g 
Diversion Terraces 
Ponds 
Erosion Control Structures 
Grassed Waterways 
·sediment Basins 
Terraces 
Tile· 

DISTRU~T COMMISSIONERS AREA OFFICE PERSONNEL -
Keith Glandon, Area Conser~Jat io l)i st 
Marvin Parmer, Civil Engineer 

Larry Beyer ,., M. b h Vernon Sandersfeld 
Keith Enochson "1reg IS ac Fred White _ 

Francis Vos, Civil Engineer Techn ician 
Loretta Haugh, Area Clg.rk 
Lorne Nestrude, Soil Scientist 

WILDLIFE AND BIOLOGY SPECIALISTS 
AVAILABLE ON REQUEST -

EDUCATION COMMITTEE Andy Rowe, Iowa Valley 
Gary Drefke, Lutheran lnterparisn 
Mary Welsh, Williamsburg Community. 
Corrine Tandy, Deep River-Millersburg 
Pauline Reed, English Valley 

Norbert Wenzel , St. John's Lutheran 
Robert VanCleave, Amana Community 

Mildred Kinzenbaw, HLV Community 

UNIT 1977 OTHER SERVICES 
Individuals & Groups Assisted Number 

Acre 981 Individuals & Groups Applying Practices Number 
Feet 7,1 0 Referrals Serviced Number 

-Number 16 
Number ' '9 PLANNING PRACTICES 
Acre 14.5 District Cooperator Agreements Number 
Number 172 Basic Conservation Plans . Number 
Feet 16,550 Basic Conservation Plans Revised Number 
Feet 177,958 Group Plans Number 

336 
153 
125 

67 
19 
13 
6 

DISTRICT ACTIVITIES 
JANUARY: 

Thurs., Feb. 23, 1978 

*Commissioner's Meeting held January 3. Election of officers was held. Elected 
were: Chairman - Larry Bever. Vice-Chairman - Greg Misbach, and Secretary­
Treasurer - Lennis Doehrmann. 

* Iowa-Cedar Rivers Basin Meeting held January 14. . 
*Commissioner's Short Cou rse at Ames held January 18 & 19. 
*Tree and Wildl ife Information Meetin~ held January 24. 
*Iowa County Conservation Contractors Meeting and Luncheon held January 

26. -
*Iowa County Resource Coordinating Committee meeting held January 27. 
*Contractor-Farmer Meeting held January 3L 

FEBRUARY: 
*Commissioner's Meeting held February 15. 
*Iowa County Resource Coordinating Committee Meeting held February 19. 
*Annual Report for 1976 was published February 24 ·in the Iowa County 

Advertiser, 

MARCH: 
*Contribution Letter niailed. 
*Commissioner's Meeting held March _1 5. 
*Spring Regional Commissioner's Meeting h~ld March 16. _ 
*Iowa County Resource Coordinating Committee Meeting held March 24. 

APRIL: , 
*Soil Stewardship material distributed to the county churches. 

' *Iowa County Resource Coordinating Committee meeting held April 6. 
*Iowa County Resource Coordinating Committee meeting held April 13. 
*Commissioner's Meeting held April 19. 

MAY: 
*Art Contest entries judged May 3. 
*Presentation of Art Contest winners May 6. Elementary Division Winners were: 

First - Mary Wetjen, Second - Sonya Heitshusen, Third - Don Linohart. Junior High 
Division Winners were: First- Lynne Petersen, Second - Becky Witte, Third - Cathy 
Doehrmann. Senior. Dtvision Winner was Darrell Schwarting. 

*Soil Stewardship Week - May 15-21. 
*Commissioner 's Meeting held May 17. 
'~'William sburg' 6th Grade Outdoor C{assroom lield ,May 19 at i.ake Iowa. 

JUNE: 
*Iowa County Resou rce Co_ordinating Committee meeting held June 1. 
*Conservation Tour and specia l Commissioner's Meeting held June 8. 
*Commissioner's Meeting held June 21. 

JULY: 
*Education Committee Meeting held July 8. 
*Conservation Air To·ur held July 17. 
*No-Till Tour held at Security Seed Plot July 19. 
*Commissioner's Meeting and annual picnic held July 19 at the home of Larry 

Beyer. 
*208 Information Meeting· heiCJ July 27 in Farm Bu reau basement. 

AUGUST: . 
*208 Information Meeting held August 4 in Farm Bureau basement. 
*Commissioner's Meeting held August 16 followed by an Iowa County Resource 

Coordinating Committee meeting. 
*No-Till Tou r for farmers held at Security Seed Plot August 23. 

SEPTEMBER: 
*ASCS County Development Meeting held September 8. 
*Commissioner's Meeting held September 20. -. 
*Farm Progress Show held -September 27, 28, 29. Iowa County District 

Commissioners worked at the show on September 27. 

OCTOBER: 
*Judged Essay entries for Essa~ Contest October 10. 
*Soil Conservation Speech and Essay Contest held October 11. Winners in tbe 

Essay Contest were: First - Lynne Petersen, Second - Brian Enochson, Third - · 
Warren Jordon. Other entries were: Lois Schlesselman, June Kelley, Shawna . 
Hegarty, and Diane Montross. Winners in the Speech Contest were: Fi rst - Jeff 
Folkmann, Second - Lamar Shima, Third - David Dermody, Fourth - Kenneth Ward . 

*Soil Judging Contest held October 12 on the Don Gingerich fa rm. Schools from 
Iowa, Johnson, and Washington Counties participated. · 

*Commissioner's Meeting held October 18. 
*Annual Conservation Awards Banquet was held October 26 at the Colony 

Market Place. Winners were: Owner-Ooerator Division -David McCartney, La ndlord­
Tenant Division- Clyde Black-Larry & Delmar Wetjen, K-8 Teacher Division - Mary 
Welsh, lzaak Walton League Windbreak Award - S.F. Sherman. 

*Newsletter published October 'L7 1n the Iowa County Advertiser. 

NOVEMBER: 
*Regional Commissioner's Meeting and Speech Contest held November 3 at 

Seven Villages Restaurant. 
*Commissioner's Meeting held November 15. 
*Annual Commissioners and Clerks Conference held November 28, 29, 30 at 

- Starlight Village, Fort Dodge. Lennis Doehrmann, District Clerk, attended all three 
days. Commissioner Fred White attended Tuesday and Wednesday. 

DECEMBER: -
· *Commissioner's Christmas Party held December 3 at the Old Creamery Theatre 

and Stage Door Restaurant. 
*Commissioners' Meeting held December 6. . 
*ASCS County Development Meeting held December 14. . 
*Conservation Tillage Meeting held December 21 in Farm Bureau basement. 

DISTR-ICT COOPERATOR AGREEMENTS ...--------..... -FINANCIAL REPORT------....-..... 

Norman ·Axmear Scott Croft, Jr. Cecil Grimm Eugene McClenathan William Schulte 
Edwin Begunck Arlo Cronbaugh Darryl Grimm Arnold Mitchell Elsie Slaubaugh 
Bloethe Family Harold DeBrower Evelyn Hoff Bruce Mundschenk Lloyd Sleeuwenhoek 
Raymond Bloome Larry Dellamuth David Horras Dale Noyes Daniel Smothers 
Daryl Blythe Art Dermody, Jr. Ha rvey Huedepohl William Olinger Waldo Stahlman 
Marvin Brandt Marion Detweiler William Ka mmrath Charles Pope Stanley Teggatz 
Grant Brown Elliott Driscoll Ed Kinsinger James Prince Arthur Timm 

C. P. Rohde Jack Tuttle 
Willi~m Brown - Erie Driscoll Phil Ki nsinger Leo Rudolphi Mabel Wahl 
Ken neth Campbell LaVerne Ebel Jeanne Malcolm Arthur Rutledge Ralph Weiss 
Wilfred Carder Alvin Eggert Marvin Maroer Sauter Brothers Roy Wiebold 
Will iam Clayton Fred Faltinson ~ James McCaw E. J. Schloemer Robert Williams 
Ric hard Coats Blanche Fish Jerald McCaw Larry Schafbuch Herbert Winter 
Douglas Croft Gene Goodman Eldon McClenathan Allan Schroder Gary Zahrt 

BASIC CONSERVATION PLANS 
Henry Al bers Elliott Driscol l Gerald & John Greene John O'Brien 

· James Baack Erie Dri scoll Marvin Marner William Olinger 
E. J. Schloemer -
Dean Schropp 
Will Thomas, Jr. Bloethe Family Mi•chael & Dick Elwood Eldon McClenathan Mrs. Eugene Peak 

Marion Detwei ler G & M Land, Ltd. Bruce Mundschenk Arthu r Rutledge 

BASIC CONSERVATION PLANS REVI SED 

Dwight Bender 
John J. Cunningham 
Wayne DeMuelenaere 
Alvin Eggert 

Lester Fetzer 
Wayne Folkmann 
Larry Lown 
David McCartney 
Sauter Brothers 

. Leroy Smith 
Jerry Timm 
Fred White 
Harold Yoder 

GROUP PLANS 
Harold Bender and Glen White 
Truman Boland and Iowa County 
Harold DeBrower and Ala n Grimm 
Clement Dermody and Iowa County 
Dave Fetzer and Howard Webb 
D. I. Ruegsegger and Dean Wade 

1-M BUDGET · RECEIPTS DISBURSEMENT~ 111-M BUDGET (1976-77) 
Allocation $ 1,653.65 789_57 Allocation $4!' 000 00 
Commissioners Expenses ' · 
Office Supplies 135.93 Additional 
Printing 247.75 Allocation 18,800.00 
Prizes for Contests 198.95 Disbursed to 
Office Expense 205.68 ' Farmers 
Rental for Meeting Hall 5.00 Obligated Funds 
Meeting Expense 69.33 
TOTAL EXPENDED $ 1 652 21 
Released ' · 1.44 

$ 1.653.65 

$55,280.66 
4,519.34 

$59;800.00 

11-M BUDGET 111-M BUDGET (1977-78) 
Allocation $10,205.00 

$ 9,72/.84 
Allocation $44,000.00 

Clerica l and Technical Additional Travel 145.50 
Equipment 63.50 Allocation- 23,100.00 
TOTAL EXPENDED $ 9,936.84 Mandatory 

10,598.05 Released 268.16 Allocation 
$10,205.00 Disbursed to 

REVOLVING FUND Farmers $44,164.05 

Balance On Hand 1-01-77 $ 287.85 Obligated Funds 24.565.81 
Receipts · Contributions 992.00 
Receipts - Reimbursements 2,450.85 $ 3,450.3~ Unobligated 
Disbursements Funds H,968.19 
Balance On Hand 12-31-77 280.37 $77,698.05 



Thurs., Jan.-26, 1978 · 

TALK TREES - County residents who wished to dis~ 
cuss tree planting or developing wildlife. habitats or any 
of a number of related topics w~re invited to come to the 
ASCS office Jan. 12 and visirwith state forester Bob 
Hibbs and wildlife biologist Bob Kurtt. The two report­
ed that because of the snowy weather that day few peo­
ple came than anticipated. Left to . right are Kurtt , 
Hibbs , soil conservationist Harry Bryant, Williams­
burg, and Amana Society forester John Hinners,,.~ 
rengo. 
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Thurs., Jan. 26, 1978 

~,:\fltfij.<: fl:_:.llfimr.Vil'rieties of coni, 
, .. veraged a y1e o 73.7 bushels per acre 

S e C U
. r .It y s e ·e· d L . ··--. t :::..~ll;.~~e~:i~~~:·t~!~:ts c:e~ :~~~~ 

Has Drawn Interest - -

. [:X p e r I m e n s and the !!OD'fentibnally tilled" com aver-

w I. t h N o T 1·11 , M e-t h o d s- · ::~p~t:i~t~~~~~:;~~~~?~~rf~~:::~~~ 
- Iowa durmg the early part of the growmg 

· season, but the no-till corn seemed to fare 

Most people agree that keeping up with ture during the next few years, in the way 
trends in agriculture can be a fulltime of an increase of no-till." 
job. Going one step further, predicting Shepard explained that several things 
what tomorrow's trends will be, is some- were done on their 40 acre test plot last 
thing just short of a monumental task. summer. One thing they did was plant 
That'.s what representatives of Security . 'each variety of corn they sell, with the 
Seed company, Williamsburg are rows split in the center of the field - one 
attempting, however. side being conventionally tilled and the 

Security Seed is conducting extensive other grown with no-till methods. "We 
research with their different varieties of ran four rows of each variety the length of 
corn, and soybeans to see how they work the field," Shepard said. "That way, each 
with no-tillage production as compared to variety was exposed to both types qf crop 
conventionally tilled production. Ac- production." 
cording to Sec\}rity Seed representa- They also did research to see how dif­
tives, more than 1,250 people walked ferent herbicides and herbicide com­
through their 40 acre test .plot last sum- binations performed with their different 
mer to see the no-till operation. varieties of corn and soybeans. 

" We're interested in no-till farming be- Yields Recorded 
cause we've seen a lot'of dry years in Iowa Shepard noted that one basic conclu-
recently," Don Shepard, regional sales sion was that no-till produced corn and 
manager for Security Seed company soybeans will yield as high as conven­
said. "We want to see how our hybrids re- tionally produced ones. In this trial , for 
spond in given situations. We believe that instance, the no-till corn yielded slightly 
weather patterns will influence agricul- higher on the average. 

better under this stress, according to 
Shepard. 

''This is a thing that really made the no­
till corn look good in this trial," he said. 
"We had a definite lack ofmoisture last 
year. In. May, June, and .July we had a to­
tal of hve and three quarter inches of 
rain. and over half of that came after 
July 20.1'd say that most of the ram came 
too late to help the corn crop, except may­
be the late varieties." 

Security Seed also compared different 
herbicide tank mixes. They noted how 
well those mixed worked in different 
planting situations, and how the variet­
ies of seed performed in conjunction with 
them. , 

Unlike the corn, all of the soybeans in 
this trial were planted with the no-till 
method . ''All of the beans w_ere planted in­
to corn stalks," Shepard said. "All that 
was done to those stalks was chopping, no 
disking. I was pleasantly surprised at 
how well the beans did." , 

TALKS A 0-TILL - Don-Shepard, regional 
sales manager Mr Security Seed in Williamsburg, ~aid 
his firm has been experimenting with no-till methods of 
planting a.t thei~ facil~ty rto~h of Williamsburg. 
Shepard said the yields with nOo-till were as good as con-
ventional methods. · · 

~ . 
I 
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· The )Jerbicide tank mixes used for weed 
~ontrol in soybeans included ~araquat, 
:Lasso and Lorox; Paraquat, Sur&ln and 
;Lorox; Paraquat, Dual and Lorox; Para­
quat, Dual, and Sencor; and Paraquat, 
~asso and Sencor. Ortho Paraquat C is a 
nonselective contact herbicide t's 
used to burn down existing vegetation 
prior to emergence of the crop. 

-That allows reduced competition for 
light and moisture, and because Para­
quat leaves no biologically active resi­
due in the soil it can't affect germination 
of seedlings when applied as directed. 
The herbicides mixed with Paraquat, 
such as Lasso, Lorox, or Sen cor, are resi­
dual herbicides which provide control of 
weeds that germinate after planting. , 

The result of this portion of research 
was that nearly all of these herbicide·· 
combinations provided good weed con­
trol in no-tillage beans, though some com­
binations were more suited to the speci­
fic weed problem, soil type and other con­
ditions at hand. 
Th~ range of yields that was experienc­

ed WIth these herbicide combinations was 
, fro~ 36.4 to 49.7 bushels per acre, despite 
the extremely dry weather that dam­
aged the· crop. The highest yield w ~x­
perienced when Paraquat, Lasso nd 
Sencorwere applied. The herbicides 
applied early in this instance, and th 
beans were planted in 19 inch rows. 
the soybeans in this trial were corr 
to a moisture level of 12 percent. 

No-Till Corn 
The herbicide combinations used for 

weed control in no-till corn included.Para­
quat and AAtrex; Paraquat, Prowl and 
AAtrex; Paraquat, AAtrex and Bladex; 

I 

(Please turn to page 13C) 

~--~--------'-~-~------------- Bladex and Lasso. 
These herbicide combinations were all 

competitive for effectiveness of weed 
control, though some combinations were 
f!IOre effective with the specific condi­
tiOns. The combination of Paraquat 
AAtrex and Princep recorded the highest 
yield of 116.6 bushels per acre. In that 
case no-till corn was planted into fallow 
ground. 

The on~ no-till plot that probably caus­
ed more mterest than any of the others 
was the planting of corn into alfalfa sod 
with no previous tillage: The sod was 
sprayed Apr. 21 with two different herbi­
cide programs, one was AAtrex and 
Paraquat, the other was AAtrex, Prin­
cep and Paraquat. 

The corn was planted on May 4 and 
SJ?rayed again May 5 with Banvel. The 
yields on-this ground ranged from.90.1 to 
101.1 bushels per acre, when other offi­
cial yields in the area were much, much 
lower. . 

While this trial didn't , answer every 
question that Security Seed personnel had 
about no-till crop production, it was a 
v~~uable experience, according to them. 

If farmers . can get at least as good a 
yield with out working the ground I think 
~etll g_o ~ith no-till," Sh~pard said. 

With this tnal, we even got better yields 
with our no-till corn." 

I 
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·LITTLE AMANA - Doug Engs· 
trom, 15, of Garrison was named the 
first place winner in the Region Sev­
en Soil District speech contest here 
Thursday evening. · 

"Soil conservation goes through 
three stages- 'it can't be. dotle,' 'it 
can be but it isn't practical' and, fi· 
nally, 'Hey that was a good iltiea,'" 
Engstrom said in his speech. 

Engstrom noted · the various an­
cient civilizations that experi4mced 
soil erosion - Biblical Caanan, the 
"land of milk and honey"; Syri_a, · 
with over 100 dead cities on dead 
land; and China, whose 50-foot-high 
dikes along the Yellow River failled. 

"History can repeat itself," Engs­
trom said. "In all eras, soil erosion, 
unless ·checked, brought empi1es to 
ruin." 

·· The speech judges asked Engs- · · 
trom what a beginning farmer could 
do to control soil erosion on a limit­
ed budget. · 

"Strip cropping doesn't require 
anything but the ability to drive 
around the hill," Engstrom replied. 

Engstrom, a sophomore, is the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Dean Engstrom. 

The second place regional speech 
winner, Peggy Bhalla, 13, of Iowa 

. City described soil as beautiful. 
"It's existence means_th_e perpet-

ngs about • warn1 soil 
uation of life," she"said, noting that , soil.~' He i:s the son of Mr. and Mrs. to work in the field," Shalla said, re· 
all citizens must be hivolved in pre- \ Ed Chahal. ferring to the fact that the show was 
serving the soil. . ~ Jetf Follkmann, 18, of Marengo, blessed with good harvest weather, 

"Tl;lis ·thought can be joined· to· representing Iowa County: "Should but if has rained since then. 
gether by the sayings of Woody farm~rs pay the full cost of conserva· Shalla presented awards to Wal­
Guthrie · and Abraham Lincoln. tion? Tax dollars spent on conserva- laces Farmer magazine for allowing 
Woody Guthrie's 'This land is your ·~ tion yield dividends for everyone." t~e region to have. soil conservation 
land, this land is my land' is 'for the He is t~e -son of Mr. and Mrs. Wayne d1spl~ys at the show. 
people, by the people, and of the Folkinann. Miles B. Clayton of Brooklyn was 
people,'·as Abraham Lincoln put it!' L~rry Shalla of Riverside, the re- recognized as the outstanding soil 

Miss Bhalla is the daughter of Dr. ·. gionll,l ·commissioner, .. commended commissioner of the region. Clayton~ 
and Mrs. R.C. Bhalla. Dr. Bhalla is a ~ those wtio helped man soil displays has contoured 147 of the 231 acres 
professor of anatomy at the Univers·_ at the.Far.m Progress Show at Was.h- he farms. He's also installed 5,000 
ity of Iowa. . . · · ington in Steptember. . feet of diversions on the farm. He is 

. flere are excerpts from speeches · "If the Farm. Progress Show were ' a treasurer and past chairman of his 
given by the other contestants. . held now, we'd have three good days soil district. 

Kea · oberts, 17 ;· of Clinton, the 
third place winner representing 
Clinton County: "Federal soil money· 
is not getting to th;e people who need 
it. Iowa started a soil funding pro-
gram because federal money was not 
getting to where it . would do the 

l~·~~·~~~·-•••••••••••1111-~•·••••••••• most good." · Burt Lang, 18, of Concord, Mass., 

-Gazette photo by AI Swegle 

· The top two winners in the Region Seven Soil Conservation 
speech contest were Peggy -Shalla, 13, of Iowa~ City, left, who 
placed second, and Douglas Engstrom, 15, of Garrison, who 
placed first. 

~...:, !a • ..:. • .... :- :... ~Y..J·..I ...... !"a -.r --=-

representing Cedar County: "Soil 
represents six inches upon which 
rests the future of-Iowa. Crops·can't 
be grown in the absence of soil " His 
parents are Mr. and Mrs. · Alfred 
Lang. · 

Karen Timm, 15, of Million, rep· 
resenting Linn County: If soil ero­
sion continues, it ends up down­
stream. "I dori't want my Dad to end 
up farming the ocean instead of the 
land." She is the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Darrell Timm. 

Kathy Krafka, 17, of Dysart, rep­
resenting Tama County: '$ports• 
minded Americans know that soil, 
subjected to punishme~t, is like 
sending a footbali player into a game 
without pro.tective gear." She is the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Richard' 
Krafka. 

Jack S~lllichting, IS, of .Musca­
tine, representing Muscatine Coun­
ty: "Conservation tillage can save a · 
farmer $8 to $16 an acre in costs, as 
well as soil and moisture 1 in dry · 
years." He is·the son of Mr. and Mrs. , 
James Schlichting. · ~ 

Ed Chabal, 17, of Wellman, repre- ~ 
senting Washington County: "We 
lose topsoil at a rate ot one inch ev­
ery 20 years. 'It takes nature 250 to · 
1,000 years to make that one inch of 
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I 
I Cite farmers,, landOwners 
I i for conse·rvation .in county 
.. r I Conservation awards were Misbach, Marengo; Keith Enoch-

presented to Iowa county far- son, Conroy; and Larry Beyer, 
mers, landowners and a teacher ., Marengo, and District Conserva-
Wednesday, .Oct. 2.6, at The tionist Harry Bryant. . 
Colony Market Place, South Scandinavia was the film shown 

, Amana. Larry Beyer, · Marengo, . by Louis Winborn, Williamsb,urg"'•' 
was master of ceremonies for the · of the 46 d&;y trip he and his wife 

- awards banquet. took to those countries this 
Recognized for a soil conserva- summer. 

tion program in the landlord- · Other district commissioners 
tenant division were Clyde Black, and Soil Conservation .Service 
owner, with his tenants, Delmar personnel are: Commissioners · 
and Larry; :W~j;ep;· all- of (M,ar~n- · · \A Fred'•White:and Vernon Sanders- ,~ 
go, the lati~r a.: tatl.uit ::§on t,e~Jil. '··,"": f~l-d ;. Gonser.:vation Technician I 
More than a mile of terraces have · Clem McBride , Conservation I 
been · instaUed. o~-. the J_Q() , acre·· Aide ·Millen .. Sandetsfeld and I 
Black farm_. ·-·'(h~e··· Wet~ns ~have> State :cierk 'Leilruf 'Doehrmann. ! , 
been his rehters ··for ·s Y~ars .;" -. · ··;;;.' :., .·_, · ~., · ' 

David McCartney, rural North , 
English, was cited for land '· 
improvements on his 4 iS acres 1 
·during the last 24 years in the 
owner-operator division. A mile 
of terraces, contour farming , 
sediment basins, 4,000 feet of : 
tiling and crop rotation are among 
the soil conservation practices 
McCartney has developed on 
some hilly 'latld. 

The· Izaak,~ Walton League 
Windbreak Award. the first given 
in lowa county, went to Sylvester 
Sherman, 91, Ladora, a retired 
farmer. Sherm'an planted ~ 
windbr.~k of, ijouglas fir and 
Norway sprue~ 41 years ago, 
which are stiii flourl"shing on his 

· 160 acre farm i.p Honey Creek 
· township . 

Mary Welsh , Willi amsb.urg 
Elementary Principal since 1959, , 
was cited by the soil conservation 
district for her contribution ., to 
conservation studies and pro­
grams in re_cent years . Miss 
Welsh also serves the district as 
an assistant commissioner. Soil 
Conservation - Lifeline to 
Continued Prosperity, the win-

, ning district conservation speech 
by Jeff Folkmann: was a highlight 
of the program. Folkmann, an 
Iowa Valley student, advanced to 
the regional speech contest on 
Thursday, Nov. 3, at the Seven 
Villages Restaurant , I-80~Amana 
exit. 

Dan Becker, a sixth grade . 
teacher ·in the Williamsburg 

·Community School, told of his 
experiences at the conservation 
education workshop this fall at 
Camp Ewalu, near Strawberry· 
Point, which he attended with his 
wife, Ruth, a third grade teacher. 

Present~tiort . of awards was 
made by, ,;· Commissioners Greg 
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PER MI T NO 27 

WILLI A MSBURG.IOWA 52361 

POSTA IL PATRON L OCAL 

ONE PER F. AMI LY 

IOWA -C . UNTY FARM 
.... :."" 

(TOP HALF WASHED AWAY- .SOME CAN BE SEEN AT THE SAND BA R IN THE IOWA 
RIVER._ THE GOODY WENT ON TO THE MISSISSIPPI AND THE GULF OF MEXICO.) 

ALL FIELDS SUITABLE TO WASH 
I 

. This ~-arm has been handled on a Corn ~ Corn·, Soy eans, Corn, 'Popcorn rotation. 

7 Iowa bridges make all fields accessible (by Pac·R Mule). 

17 Medium-to-large Gullies- doing fine - will be larger by time of sale. 
·-

Empty House, doors and windows-m ~ssing , lean to, 2 rooms and a path . , 

1 Leaning Barn to be moved on account of lack or storage fo r manure . . 

77 Bales of Mixed Grasses, mostly "Tickle Grass. 

72 Bales of Rag Weed, Sour Dock, Cocklebur Hay. (No Rain) 
, .. 

4 Mineral Deficient Cows. They are gentle , used to being tailed up in the winter. Guaranteeg 
to have rickets and no calves. ' 

2 Springing Heifers - Would spring over the barn to be fed. 

1% Mile of Fence with plenty of baline wire for repairs. 

1 Sow. and 2 Pigs; would eat anyth ing. 

17 Hens, used t o roosting in trees. 

Other articles too worthless to mention. 

________.,.__...._~- Reason for selling: Owner going to work for a CONS;ERVATION FARMER who has taken care 
of his soil. · · 

WILL YOUR FARM EVER BE IN THE SAME CONDITION AS THE ONE DESCRIBED 
ABOV.E? WOULD y·ou LIKE TO DO SOMETHING TO STOP THIS DESTRUCTIVE WASTE 
OF OUR MOST PRECIOUS NATUR~L .. RESOURCE: ....... THE SOIL? 

JOIN HANDS WITH YOUR 
-

Iowa County 
Soil Conservation District 

Cj)NSERVATION DOES NOT COST __ IT IPA YS! 



HONORED FOR CONSERVATION PROJECTS -
Recogniltion was given to these Iowa county residents 
for efforts in conservation programs ..at a banquet Wed­
nesday night, Oct. 26 at the Colony Market Place, South 
Amana:. David McCartney, North English, front row, 
receiveJd the owner-operator award for wo·rk in the past ' 
24 years on his farm; Sylvester Sherman, a retired La­
dora farmer, was given the Izaak Walton league award 

n 9~ ami Mary Welsh-;-ele­
mentary .prinCipal at Williamsburg, received a cita­
tion for her conser~ation studies program. In the back 
are Delmar and Larry Wetjen who rent the farm own­
ed by Clyde Black. far right, ~II Marengo. They were 
winners in the landlord-tenant category for land im­
proveme~ts-. 

1·zaa k Walton Award Given- -

Farmers, land Own·ers 
Cited FOF Conservation 

Conservation awards 
were presented · to county 
farmers land owners and a 
teacher Wednesday, Oct. 
26, at the South Amana,Col­
ony Market Place. Larry 
Beyer, Marengo, was mas­
ter of ceremonies for the 

·soil ·conservation service 
dinner-rreeting. 

. Reco~nized for a soil 
conservation program in 
the landlord-tenant divi­
sion were Clyde Black, 

. owner, wUh his tenants, 
: Delman and Larry Wetjen, 
all Marengo, the latter a 
father-son-team. 

More than a mile of ter­
races have been installed 
on the 160 acre Black farm. 
The Wetjens have been his 

· renters for eight years. 
Davhl McCartney, rural 

North English, was cited_ 
for his land improvements 

I 

on his 415 acres during the for her contribution to con- · Ruth , a third grade tea­
last 24 years in the owner- servation studies 'and pro- cher. 
operator division, grams in recent yea1rs. Miss Presentation of awards 
A mile of terraces contour Welsh is also an assistant were made by Greg Mis­

farming, sediment basins, cdlnmissioner for th~ SCS bach, Keith Enochson, both 
4,000 feet of tiling and croP. .< bo.~r~. . . · . Marengo, and Harry Bry- · 
rotation are among the so1l Lifel~ne,. t~ Con~m~ed ant, Williamsburg, 'he 
conservation practices Prosperity .- a .. wmmng county conservationist . . 
McCartney has developed couqty·c~ser _1on speech 
on some hilly land. by Jt ~Folkrimnn was a "Scandinavia" was the 

The Izaak Walton league hlghlf t of the program. film shown by Louis Win­
windbreak award, the first Folkmann! an Jowa Valley born, Williamsburg, of the 
given in Iowa county, went stu~ent. will advanoe to the 46 day trip he and his W,ife 
to Sylvester Sherman, 91, regwnal speech contest, took to those ~ountries this 
Ladora, a retired farmer. T~u.rsday, Nov. 3 at ~even summer. 

Sherman planted a. wind- VIllages restauran , ~nter- -_ Also planning the pro­
break of Douglas fir and state 80 at the Amaha tpter- gram were other district 
Norway spruce 41 years change. . . commissioners, Fred 
ago, which are still flourish- Dan B.ec:ker. a sixth White, Parnell: Vern&n 
ing on his 160 acre farm in ~ grade Wilhams~urg tea- Sandersfeld , Homesteai!; 
Honey Creek township. ~her, told of his e~per- and Clem 'McBride, con-

. 1ences at a weekend con- servation technician. M 1-
. Mary Welsh, Williams- servationworkshot!>this fall len Sandersfeld, Willianis­

burg elementary principal at Camp Ewahc~. near burg, is an aide for the SdS. 
since 1959, was cited by th~ Strawberry Point, which he while McCartney is 1 an 
soil conservation servic~ attended with his wife. assistant commissioner. 



Hant/J THE LAND THAT 
. . 

PROVIDES YOUR 
LIVELIHOOD 

.The soiL, ltholds a wealtli of potential in the products we grow. By rotati·ng crops, irrigating 
. and replanting we help to keep our land rich arid fertile ... and assure future growth. 

Williamsburg Ph. 668-1513 

) 1 ~ Oi ~'\rz/~ (0~1Cf · 7r7 
l Speech ~inners -
I , WILLIAMSBURG - Lynn Peter-
self of Williamsburg and Jeff Folk­
mann . of Marengo topped the Iowa 
County soil conservation district's 
speech and essay contest here Tues-

, day evening: 
Petersen received a $10 top ptize 

for winning the essay contest, while 
Folkman received a $20 top prize for 
winning the speech contest. Petersen 
is the son of Mr. ·and Mrs. Wilbert 
Petersen, and Folkmann is the son of 

'· Mr, -and Mrs. Wayne Folkmaim. 
The essay contest is for those in 

seveJlth and eighth' grad~s, and the 
speech contest is for those in high 
school. 

Brian Enochson of Conroy and · 
Warren Jord~ of Deep River placed 
second and third respectively in the 

1 essay contest. Lamar Shima of Mar­
engo and David Dermody of . Wil­
liamsburg placed second and third in 
the speech contest. 

Qec ct~-£~.J/~ lc- 1, - '7? 
----------~----

-~arengo EfA tops eontest ~ 
- PARNELL - Arlan Karsten of Marengo FF A members pl~c~~ .1 

Mlirengo and Nea!_ Dietz of Keota first, third, fourth and fifth in indi- t 

earned individual honors in the vidual competition ip senior compe- 1 

three-county Future Farmers of tition. Marengo FF A members Ken 1 

- :America soil judging contest here Ward place third, Scott Stanerson 
:rhursday. . placed fourth and Lamar Shima 
: ,. ~arsten topped the senior divi- placed fifth~ 
sion with a 250 point total, while Fifty FF A members participated 
Dietz topped the junior division with in the s.oil judging contest on 13 jun­
a 277 point total. ior teams and 5 senior teams. The I 
· The Iowa Valley FFA chapter at ~ontest is held for FFA chapters in , 
Marengo won the team title in both Johnson, Iowa, and Washington I 
qte junior and senior division. counties . 
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I Has First Conservation Practices In ·county - -

Sylvester Sherman Was A 
Soil ConserVation Innovator - . . 

Bv Doris McCartney 
A shelter belt of Dou.glas 

fir '-lnd blue Norway spruce 
trees hand planted 41 years 
ago on the 160 acre Syh·es­
ter Sherman farm. four 
miles northwest of Ladora . 
is still flouri~hing. 

Straight · and full. the 
trees reach 60 to 75 feet and 
are two feet in diameter. 
Planted at little cost. their 
asset to the farm is th ree 
fold: <.IS a windbreak. wild­
life habitat Lind to enhance 
the f~1rm scene. 

Sherman will reeein• the 
iirst Izaak Walton h•agut' 
award for his sht>lter -belt. 
at tlw annual soil eonsPr­
vation st>r\'iee awards ban­
qupt 0<'t. 26. 

The windbre~1k. running 
20 rods east and in equal 
tt•ngth Wl'st. s<.:recns the 
century old farm house 
from b~u·n lots in ~~ setting 

~long a gravel <.:rossroad~ successful with early tree Qf using the e'-lrlier method 
m Honey Creek township. planting. but '-llso in the of check-wires. 

During 1936 in the midst first soil conser\'ation Back in 1936 Sherman at-
of the gre'-lt drought years. measures he introclu<.:ed in so installed 3,150 , feet of 
the Shermans regularly Iowa county. According to tl'rra(·es. From the gravel 
watered the trees by haul· records at the soil conser- road. the twin tcrraec lines 
ing barrels in a skid at least vation office. Williams- arc still evident, where this 
twice each week. burg. Sherman was the first fall, cattle arc grazing. 

" Sounds like a lot of work SCS cooperator in Iowa All his conser\'ation im-
to folks today. all that hand county . pro\'t'ments were done with 
labor. but we wanted th( As a soil conservation in- horse power or were by 
trees to get a good start". novator, Sherman plantt'd rna_nual l~1bor. Sherma_n 
Snerman. now 91. reflects. the first alfalfa field in tht' w~nt.ecl until 1940 to buy his 

His wife, the Former Gcr· countv in t.H25. first •tractor. 
trude Klein and now de· " So.me of my neighbors Almost every d~~y in good 
ceased. was his depend- suggested 1 had planted weather. the ret~red far­
ablP helper in watering thai quack gra ss .. " Sherm~m re- mer nwkes '-' tnp to his 
shelter belt. Regular eulti- calls with a grin. farm to do so~lC work. He 
vating for weedl ('Ontrol al - Land Improvenwnts gets <.tbout _with ~~ <:WW. 
so was a kev to establish- His e<.trly land impro,·e- Once at th~ Larm ht.: either 
ing the windbreak. ments were pl<.tnting walks _or t."Ides the tnH:tor 

Throug h the years. Sher- bromegrass. contouring. he. m~nntams there l<! h(:act 
m<.m h<.1s continued to cut building terraces <.llld an to weedy_ s pots . diggmg 
out undergrowth <.md weeds attempt to strip crop. t~em up witl~.a spad~ or cut-
among the trees. which hor- He i.· credited also for be- tmg them ott ~ 
der the house va rd on the ing the first county f<.trmer A.eeordin~ to _soil ('onst•t·­
west <.dong a gr:a\·el ro ;_1d. , t.o try pho~phate fertilizer vat10n st•r_vaec fries, around 

Sht'rnwn w'-!s not only and to drill in corn . inste <.t d tst'\'('n males of tt'rr<.t('t'S 

have been built on the Sher- provements on the farm 
man farm over the past 40 were drawn ·in 1937 and 
years. started the following 

A large grade stabiliza- spring. Strip-cropping be­
t.ion structure built by gan in an old meadow. The 
works progress ad- three terraces were began 
ministration (WPA) work- in the fall of 1936. 
ers is still functioning well Planted On Contour 
today . Beginning in 1938 corn 

About seven m:res of fields were planted on the 
grassed waterways hm·e contour so the cooperator 
been established and main- could develop his program 
tained throughout the more rapidly. 
years . All fields are con- Before the law uuthoriz-
t.oured also. ing soil conservation dis- . 

The Sherman farm was tricts w<Js passed. the east 
the set•m• of onP of thP pari- central soil conser\'ation 
iest soil eons(•rvation tours ~1ssoeiation was organized 
in this an•a in the party with the extension service 
1930's. A rt>port reveals, and F<1rm Bureau provid­
"Oil thi-s farm the tour ing tht• leadership some 40 
mt'mbers had the oppor- ye<..1 rs ago . 
tunity to St't' terraees. strip- Other ag(~'ncies or com­
<'ropping. contour drillt'd pani<•s assisting witt' the 
t·orn and tlw n~sults ot' tht• SCS wen· Tennessee Val-

st• of phosphate h•r- lt'y authority (TVA), agri-
tiliz(•r... ' 

Plans for ·the l;,md im- (Please turn to puge 12D) 

Sherman - - who now lives at Victor. spruce were mixed into the alfalfa and shortly after Farm BureL!u when the or­
Now Harold plans to retire order. The trees were that when he plunted ganiwtion started and 

(Continued from page 
50

) so the Dean Wards, Lado- shipped in as seedlings bromegrass, he took some .rn is_sed membership only 
ra, will take over the farm from Ames. . ribbing from the neigh- lurmg 1921-1924 when he 

cultural adjustment ad- operation. Started Alfalfa bors . . .lived in Color<.ldo . He 

initially joined 4-H when the 
clubs form~d in Poweshiek 
county bceilllse there were 
·no sheep or lamb projects in 
Im-va county. 

ministration (AAA), farm For the past year. Syl- . In the eurly Yt:a r s. se<:d- In the . dry year s , he · 
security administration, vester has made his home mg clover and timothy lor \\'asn,t too satisfied with the 
the county board of super- with the Wards. Naomi hay c_rops was the genenll strip-{'ropping instituted 01;1 
visors, Quaker Oats com- Ward is his granddaugh- pract.1<.:e. · ~hose grass~s. the farm. "The grasshop­
pany, Cedar Rapids; and ter. Her mother. the Sher- however. did not sun·n·e pers were thick in tlw 
Smith-Hughes instructors. mans daughter. is de- for ·m-ore than one growing alfalfa and the land 

Allan B. Kline. who later ceased. The Wards. who ~eason. couldn't be grazed then." 
became the· state and then live two and one-half miles Sylvester found ulfalfa Shermun says his educa-
American Farm Bureau ·northeast of Ladon.J . furm produced three cuttings of tion was limited to ten 
president. headed the soil 520 acres. hay. while dover pro\'ided gn1des. He went to the L<.l-
conservation association at "They are hard work- only t_wo cuttings. dora high sd\ool as youth . 
that time. ers,'' Sherman com- While he hus always been after completing rural 

Paul M. Burson was the ments . about his grand- a firm believer in soil con- school. 
assistant extension soil con- daughter and her husband. servation programs, Syl- "I was <..1 good student in 
servationist when the Sher- who raise hogs and work vester never serve~ on the all subjects but spelling. 
man improvements were long days. county board. H1s _son hut l'\'e alwL~ys kept re(.ld-
started. . "Some nights they don't Harold was a long t1me ing to keep up mv educa-

Fann Historv eat supper until 10 p.m .. but member .of the Iowa couhty tion ... he commer1ts . Sher-
As he works, ~~· l\'este~ they take good care of me." soil conservation service man st•n·ed on the first Ma­

remembers the history of he '-idds with a smile. and served as board chair- rengo night sdwol council. 
th~ farm and how he hopes _The ont• mistake Sht'r- man. · long a popular program for 
still another. generation in man readily admits in his Back in 1927 when Syl- ~1dults. 
the fut~re Will hu\'e the op- . early soil eonsen·ation t•l'- ve.-te r tried thut first Originally. he joined 
por~umt.Y to farm his place. forts was . in allowing tht• · 

Hts father was seven planting ol' blaek ltteust 
vvhen the first Shermuns trct's. 
~l r~i\'ed from Ne~· Hump- "They \\1ere supposed to 
shin' ty set tic 111 low<~ eontrol gully erosion. hut · 
cou!1 ty 1n, 18;)0. once we planted them. we 

Vv hen Syl\·estc r wc.ts 19. couldn't gl't rid of them . 
h.is father dit.~d . For the next They keeJj spre~tcling. It's~~ 
SIX .Vt'<t r.s. he. oper<.tted the const~mt b<ttllt' to chop out 
pi; tee with Ills mother be- the lo(·u s t. ·· he s<..t\·s. · 
fore ~t riking out in l' ;, trn1ing The Dougl~ts fi r:s ~1rc his 
~dorw. bvorill' tn·cs in the wind: 

Beginning in lHll. tw hrcak. thc\· <.tre ll'uller and 
fm·nwd this 160 aen•s until mort· colo.rfut. He would 
S('Ven yt'ars a~o. wh.-n ht• · h~tn• preferred to h ~l\ · e lwd 
n•ntt>d it to his son. Harold. ~Ill firs . but ;1 fe\-\ ' Norw~~~---..... .. _ 





Picked Up The Tab For~ Man·y 
Of His · Coriser.vatio · ojects 

done for various land im­
provements, he notes. · 

For land improvements. 
· he cultiv. tes across 1the 

slopes an on the contour; 
doesn't plow drains or ex­
tremely steep slopes and 
provides sod waterways 
where needed. 

BUILT PONDS Three pOnds are 
a mong the conservation projects in­
stalled by David McCartney, rura l 

North English, on his farms in Dayton 
and English townships . 

Three years ago, be esta-
By Doris McCartney of the farm, and · another blished a dry pond at his 

Soil conservation · prac- pond was added later. own expense in a pasture 
tices have solved a lot of Ponds are back up wat~r east of the buildings to 
problems for David Me- supplies for the streams, remedy another washing 
Cartney who . has farmed which cut through the farm area. 
the past 24 years in Iowa and are kept ice free all Most of the pastures on 
county. winter for the cows. the farms have been re-

After moving near Mil- Contour Method seeded to what McCartney 
lersburg in 1954 from the Hi .Is are farmed on the feels is · a more desirable 
lfvel lands in Washington contour to prevent runoff. mixture of orchard, brome 
county, he had to adapt his Grass strips ~n the side and oats, which also proves 
farming methods to rolling hills have beeri left un- to be better pasture cover in 
hills . . . touched to halt ravages of reducing erosion. 

As a result, when the soil erosion . A three year crop Corn was planted on 80 
conservation service (SCS) rota tion is maintained. acres this year. Nearly 80 
issues annual awards iater About 14 years ago, Me- acres in hay was packaged 
this month, McCartney will Cartney established the into la rge bales for the first 
receive the long time co- first terraces on the farm time ; with his own equip­
operator recognition for planned !Jy the SCS, and ment this year. 
projects installed on his 340 which through the years A custom operator had 
acre farm in addition to have extended to nearly a been hired in the four 
anuther 75 acre farm near- mile. previous years to create the 
by. In May, 4,000 fee t of tile. large bales, while McCart-

J nitia lly ter races were in- were insta lled to terraces ney harvested a · supply of 
sta lled by his own efforts in as a major project. These small round bales . 

• 1955 on a hilly pasture . He were open at waterways to He has never sold any 
plowed and disked for the rout~~ water underground hay, believing that cows 
te rraces to prevent hillside with a link to new dry a re kept in better shape by 
washing_ " . ponds. Dry ponds a re a lso feeding extra winter ra-

Seeding the pasture was ca lled sediment basins . tions. 
done three success ive The tile ·outlet terrace Cow-Calf Herd 
yea rs during a drought in system is a decided ad- He counts onhissonJohn , 
the 1950 's-before the grass va ntage in reducing .sheet North English, fo r some 
flou r ished . erosion on cropland fields , pa rt time help and occa-

Whell-this effort was sue McC~a rtney comments. On sionally has exchange help 
cessful, a former owner of thee' st farm. tiling was es- from a number. of neigh­
the fa rm ; the la te Dr. Harry tabli.shed four years ago. bors. 
Dougherty, suggested the A ohisel plow, purchased His crossbred . cow-calf 
land would support a cow- three years ago. has re- herd, He. reford-Angus-Sim­
ca lf herd with proper man- placed his moldboard plow menta l, is the hub of the 
agement. for soil management. ·farming operation. Calves 

Dr. Dougherty had own- "I tuse the chisel plow to are genera lly fed out at 
ed the place in the 1940's leave the . soil surface ma rket weights. 
and had cleared a lot of the rough , and the crop resi- While McCartney was in 
land for improvements. due rlemains on the surface the hog business until three 

As McCa rtney began to redluce the force of rain," years a go, he quit because 
planning for a cow herd, he he says. . . , of the lack of up-to-date fa- · 
designated natura l ravines " No fall plowing is done cilities. At one time, he sold 
to be left intact to hold the since the stock herd has purebred Hampshire hogs. 
soil and for cattle and wild- winter grazing on all The cow-calf herd. is 
life shelters the year fields ," he add~ . " This c;hecked twice daily most of 
around. helps leave a good mulch the year and k~pt on range. 

In 1955 William Gahring from lhe harvested crop on ·The cows are not kept a t the 
was liired to build the first the land surface as long as buildings. 
small pond ~m the west side possible.'' He believes the herd re-

F or the past two years he mains in better health, 
has not -raised any soy- when they are sheltered in 
beans, a crop which wna tQ. ,natural protection on pas-
lOGSel~ the so11 'erosioo. ture during storms and -

Paid! For Improvements finds a decided advantage 
McCartney has paid for in that manure is left on the 

many of his bills for land fields. . 
improvements, including McCartney, who has.· 
the installation of ·a third served as an assistant com- · 
pond built July 9 this year missioner . for the ·Iowa 
on the east ·farm in a county SCS since Septem:­
natural spot. ber 1969, · was a Dayton 

Another improvement township 4-H leader nine 
this year was the clearing years and has been active 
ot dead trees and old brush in the Farm Bureau for 20 
on 30 acres to renovate a years . He is a chartermem­
pasture. · ber of Iowa County Cattle-

"The cleared acres were men'.s organization . 
then sub-soiled deep on the His family also includes 
contour to prevent soil loss his wife, Doris, a daughter, 
in the event of heavy Mrs. Dennis (Elaine) 
rains." Clarke, Waterloo ; two 
"Rf~seeding on pastures other ·sons J9e, Cedar 

was completed before late Rapids; and Eric Larson, 
summter rains,". he men- Fort Lauderdale, Fla ., and 
tions. two granddaughters, Kerry 

For' more than 20 years, McCartney and Kristin 
regu!ar bulldozing has been Clarke. 

F ARr~s HILLS - With soil manage­
ment practices, hills in Dayton town­
ship produce good crops as evidenced 
by this scene on the David McCartney 
farm . 
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Named 1976 Conservation .contest Winner 

Page JC 

POND IS CONSERVATION MEASURE Russell 
Pence-, the 1976 winner of' the Iowa County Soil Conser­
vation Service contest, dredged two ponds on his land as 
soil conservation measures. Pence has been involved 
with conservation projer.ts on his farm since 1955. 

Many farme~s. however, made a living, and so can 
receive less ·than that. I." ' 
Pence received $2.500 or 10 . • 
percent cost sharing fund5 There_ Is no excuse so far 
for a $2S,OOO terracing pro- a_s_ ~ence i~ concerned, for · 
ject on his farm. fadmg to Implement con­

servation measures. The 
problem is becoming 

One of the ir~mies of severe enough that he 
government fundmg, ac- thinks laws should be 
cording to ~>ence , ts that passed to force farmers 
thousands of dollars areal- who refuse to take· conser­
located for flood walls and vation measures to do so. 
dredging projects for the 
Mississippi river. money. 
according to Pence . that 
would not have to be spent if 
means were taken to " have 
the soil where it should be.·· 

For farmers whose ex­
cuse is the high cost of im- · 
plementiilg conservation 
measures. Pence explains, 
there are long term Far­
mers Home administra-

. tion and bank loans in addi-
Fiood preventaon should tion to government cost 

start on the farm, Pence sharing programs. 
stated. If tht: government 

P E-~ n c e En co u rages r:~J~w~~~~:i~~ i~~?:m~~~ th~nte add~t~0~1~~~~·~enroi~ 
, ·. . cons~_rv;~tion programs, mPasures increase yield. 

the ram drop could be Land on Pence's farm on 
• . stopp(•d_ w~t:re it falls" and_ which terracing · measures 

l d · c t hem·(• s1gmflcantly halt the were taken has shown a 10 al n 0 n S e rva l·,o n ~·i~~~:iu~;~.of water to the percent yiel.d increas~. 
Pence believes fhat If far-

" We-c_;;. t get the~· nH · r~ 1 ~ e mt:asures now to 

By Jodi DeMeulenaere 
all winner of the Iowa 
county soil conservation 
service conservation con­
test, an annual contest set 

. . · · · coflH'tve their land. there 
9,000 feet open ditch drain- governme.nt could go as tar governm.'- nU I_n the notw~ ~hould. ·never be a problem 
age and use of conserva- as absorbmg 100 percent of of spenchng this money for 'tl f d . d t' Th 

"This land is all we have. 
it's something we can't 
manufacture. The land. be­
longs to everybody a:nd is 
everybody's concern," said 
Russell Pence. rural Keota 
on the type of attitude he 
feels everyone, farmers 
and townspeople 2~ like. 
should adopt toward con­
serva tion . 

h f . these qrograms .. Pence WI l oo pro uc IOn. e tion tillage on crop land. t e cost ? conservatiOn . ,. · land.' along with fertilizer, 
measures m an attempt to contmued · -11 · . 

P ence , who since 195i5 has 
been steadily working to 
improve conservation of hi·s 
land , was named th~ over-

up by the state department Much of the problem in 
of soil conservation for conservation lies in the 
each county in Iowa. government. according to 

Pence. Rural area resi-
According to records in dents compose only about 6 

the Iowa county SCS office, percent o.f the voting public 
Pence was named the 1976 and, since they compose 
winner having completed such a small minority, po­
the following conservation liticians "don 't have any­
measures on his 412 acre thing to get on the box 
farm: 147 acres contour about" regarding needs of 
farming, three acres grass the rural population. 
waterways, 247 acres. ter-
race crop land, two ponds, Cost Share 
54,000 feet drainage tile, Pence feels that the 

WAS RECOGNIZED- Russell Pence , 
rural Keota, was the 1976 winner in the 
Iowa county soil conservation contest 
in the owner-operator division. He 

looks over the land on which he has 
practiced conservation methods 22 
yea rs. He now rents out the land. 

k h I d · · 1 wt survn e. eep t e an m Its p .i}ce. 
. The problem lies not If conscrv<.ltion measures 

According to the Iowa solely with the govern- are nut taken. however. top 
county SCS office, farmers ment , however. Pence soil will be washed away, 
can get up to 50 percent cost added. Landowners some- with future generations un­
sharing from the govern- times simple refuse to tak~ able to enjoy th~ .P~esent 
ment for conservation pro- conservation measures, types of crop eff1c1ency. 
jects, with the average per- some whose reasoning is Once that happens, a~­
centage of cost sharing run- "My father and grandfa- cording to Pence. there IS 

ning at about 35 percent. ther farmed this way and no reversal. 
• 

BUILDS POND - The construction of 
two ponds on the Russell Pence farmt in · 
Greene township were part of the . 
reason he won the Iowa County Soil 

Conservation Service contest 1':!8t 
year. Pence has been inv~lved With 
conservation project~ on hts farm for 
22 ·years. 
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STRIP FARM - Larry Wetjcn. in . 
foreground, and his father, Delmar, 
both rural Conrov. alternate rows of 
corn and oats on land they rent. in 
background. from Clyde Black. also 
rural Conroy. The strips of oats inter­
mingled with the corn. help cut ero-

sion and hold moisture in that the grass 
.holds back water that would run over 
the dirt in which corn is planted. They 
also contour all their corn. so th~1t 
moisture runs along the sides of hills. 
rather than washing soil to the bot­
tom. 

-rnu~pt. 15, 1977 

Conservation - -
(Continued from page 19) 

Where they're rotating I 
corn and oats, a weaker 
herbicide must be used , 
which increa ses the weed 
control problem, he con­
t inued . Pests are a prob­
lem too. He cited tha t phea- \ 
san ts hide in the grass on 
terraces , and dig up and eat 
newly planted seed corn in j 
the spring. 

Maintenance I 
Terraces must also be 

mowed and maintained: if I 
dirt is washed out of a ter- ' 
race. it must be fixed right 
away. lest the benefit of the I 
terr~ce be lost he said. 

In spite of the problems of 
maintaining terraces and I 
strip farming, there are ad- 1 

vantages to the conserva- j 
tion practices, although 
they are long run, Wetjen 
said. He discounts any ma­
jor difference in yield, at 
least in the short run. A dif­
ference can be seen in 10 to 
20 }'ears, in that less topsoil ! 
is lost. By keeping a layer of 
black dirt on top of the clay, 
the ground is mellower and ' 
morP fertile with which to 
work, he feels. For the own­
er, the value of the land in­
creases,andthelandissav: 
ed_ for future generations, 
he adds. 1 

T e ground might not 
need as much fertilizer with 
the conservation. Wetjen 
said. but f;;1rmers would 
probably nc)t decrease the 

. amount they apply . There 
probably would be more ni­
trogec. potash and organic 
matter in the ground. 

On other land. the Wet­
jens contour all corn and 
h <.n ·e constructed two 
ponds. one from which wat­
er is . piped into their far­
rowing hou~e. Last spring, 
they constr cted two dry ' 
ponds. All of the ponds were 
constructed with assis­
tance from the soil conser­
vation service. If more 
money were available in 
the county. Wetjen feels 
perhaps more persons 
would become interested in 
und~rtaking conservation 
practices. 

TERRACED LAND - Clyde Bl<.tck. 
owner of a 160 farm rented by the Wet­
jt•ns. terract.•d the land se\·eral years 
ht.'fon• the Wet jt·ns rented it. Black 
n•nts the land fur a lowt•r rate which · 
~~<-·cording to Larry Wetjcn. allows 

them to conserve the lund und still 
make u profit. Black is concerned 
about conservation, and believes one 
day. Hll farmers will have to put con­
servution practices into effect. 

Use. Terracing,· Strip Farming - -

Goad Neighbors Win 
ConseFvationAward 

By Alan Sieve sidt>hills. mainl}' to pre- C'ommitment to conserva-
A New Englund funner Vt'lll t·msiun, Larry Wet- tion by both purties as rea­

onC'e said "good fences .lt'n. Dt•lmar's son, Pxplain- sons for the success of the 
· make good neigt:bors." 'mt t•d. On LHp and bottom. l'UO· jtlint conservation effort. 

for Delmar and L<tlTY •:.,·et- tinuous corn is grown .. Ha,·- 'Compensation 
]en and Clyde B~ack: ~til ing s~rips nt oats, alttl'rnaf.- l !J t · Jr landlord is willing 
rural Conroy, teanng uown ed wath . til(' corn prevt'JJts to ··! wrge them less rent 
fences and working t<,geth- watPr ft·otn. washinJ~ soil th, \n many othfrs: Larry 
er to conse~v~ eroplund has dow~hill as i.~ mi~hll with Wt•tjen said. allowing them 
been beneflcwl to both. the barf' dirt m whach corn to rn<tke :..! prolit while us-

Black ~nd the Wetjens is planted. ,\11 corn is con- ing tht• ('t•nservat.ion ll'f'h­
have won the 1977 Iowa toured so that water will fol- niqu<·s When :.1 landlord is 
county soil conservation low rows rather than wash cha rg i •1.~ a rent of $90 to 
award in the landlord-ten- soil away. $1:30 jH ' r acre. ihe renter 
a nt category. - Having the strips of oats can't afford tube a conscr-

Fences were taken off of pro\·ides straw too for the vationist und nwintain the 
~ 160 a~re farm Blac~ owns . bedding in the Wetjen 's far- land. Wetjen said. He h~'" to 
m .seetwn 20, Hilton town- ro~· to finish hog opera t ion put in enough c rops to get 
shtp and nearly one mile of where they raise <.m esti- enough out to puy the n:nl 

1 te rr~ees were built, ac- mated 2,000 head per yt•ar. and make . a profit. he 
cordmg to Harry Bryant, When oats are harvested in added. . 

, so~l. conservation s~rvicc, mid-July. Wetjen said they Blaek agreed that he 
Wtlhamsburg: Rentmg the can get the field ready for eould probably get more 
farm, the Wet]ens have fur- corn the next year before rent for the land, but said 

l ther worked to conserve the this year's corn is out. He it's worth it to him to re­
.11and by strip farming, al- and his father huul manure ceive less rent and ha\·e the 

ternating corn ' and oats, and chisel plow the field in land kept in shape. 
'contouring, rotating crops the fall. Each year, strips Bryunt c.idded it is hard to 
:. a nd k~eping grass W£lter- where oats were planted find a landlord and tenant 
---- Hnr• 

0 0 
L L d La nn_r_n~d HiCq who are willing to par:tic~-

310~ JaquJaw 
~Jn3as aJow 

~,Ol ~JOM fLaM . J84la~Ol jp·uv 
I 

I 
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"Harvest '77" 

· ~and And M_oney Conservation Prac­
tices Are Two Of he Best "Hands" A 

·Farmer Can E.mploy! 
• 

,These days of drought, low markets and sagging land prices _haven't been the best for our farm customers as -

"Harvest '77" rolls around. We know that uppermost in their minds are the problems of productio , conservation 

and money management and how they may best be used to strengthen their farm units. 

We at Iowa County Savings Bank ·have participated in many loaQs this season that have set up good 

conservation and production practices. We.'re proud to be one of the "Key Hands" a farmer can emplgy and are -
- I 

continually looking to be of service. 

To get the most from your crop and the most from your dollar. .. see the loan experts at 

And together we'll work, towards building strong.er -and 
more secure farm units~ 

Member FDIC. Mlarengo 

I ' 

.. 
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Ed Stangland 
Otis Stangland 

The Iowa County Farmer 

-eta"cl 
as a 

Cal'ef'o" 
,t. 

STANGLAND 
_ We S~,ecialize In 
Conservation ·work 

· Ken Stangland 

Williamsburg, Iowa 52361 

Phone 668-1307 
Phone 668- 1251 

-Thurs., .Sept. 15, ·1977 

. ' 



Pilots were Tom Kinzenbaw, and Dick Archer Wil­
liamsburg: and Edgar Folkmahn, Conroy. Planes' were 
grounded one hour in the early afternoon because of a 
thunder storm. Flights originated from the Folkmann 
air field. Photos by Doris McCartney. 

Fred White
1 

P a rne ll. deta iled wa te r shed studie~ 
chairman pf the Iowa will provide citizen group~ 
county resource coordinat- such as the Iowa county rc­
ing committee , has an- source coordinati ng com­
nounced a special wa ter:- mittee with the informa- 1 

shed study to be conducted tion necessary to formul­
in Iowa countv later t his a te recommendat ions for 
year. This is part of non- BMPs and other mean~ oC 
point pollution planning uc- d ea ling w·ith nonpoint pol­
tivilies required by section lution. E ac h recommenda-l 
208 of the federal wa ter pol- tion will be a part of the1 
lution control a ct. overn 11 wa te r qua li ty man-

The 19,744acre Old Man's a gement program develop­
creek watershed north- ed for Iowa through the 208 
west of Williamsburg was process. 

, selected .for special study Section 208 requires eaeh 
because it closely typifies state be responsi ble for 
soil, climatic and topogra- developing plans to control 
phic features for most of a pollution of water resour-
large portion of east cen- ces. The required wat('r 
tral Iowa. quality managem ent pro-

The Iowa department of / ·g:ram considers separately 
soil conservation will con- those water pollutan ts that 
duct watershed .meetings originate from a · poin t 
and interviews with far- source, such as an outlet 
mers in order to gather in- from a sewage treatment 
formation about cropping pl~nt, those that ~re non- . 
systems, soil and water HOint, such as agncul tural "' 
conservation practices, runoff. 
pesticide use and other cha- AH ..... of Iowa · s 99 counties 
racteristics of the water- ~1ave orga nized coordi nat­
shed. ing committees like the one 

Farmers ' reactions to in Iowa county . White sui d. 
proposed methods of poilu- . The_ local ~roups were or­
tion control , officia lly term- g~mzed With a se ri es of 
ed best management prac- ope_n meetings las t year. 
tices (BMPs) as well as qff1cers and representa­
their plaQs for the' future of t:Ives elected by parti ci­
their farms are sought. pants serve a~ spokes m en 
Meetings and interviews for the county groups and 
will require the coopera-
tion of area landowners , ac-
cording to White , because 

........,__ ____ information obta ined re-
flect conditions a s they 
exist. 

Data obta ined from the 

call udditional public meet- H ampton; Cold Water 
ings ~~s needed: Input from cre~k, Cerro Gordo county, 
the county level is channel- _south of Mason City; Un­
ed up through a series of named creek in Lyon 
conservancy district and county, wesrt of Rock Ra­
basin level advisory com- pids; and Montgomery 
mittecs. , , c reek, Clay county, south of 

All of Iowa -county lies in Spencer. 
the Iowa-Cedar river con- For more information 
servancy district. one of six about watershed · studies 
major river basins in the contact either the Iowa 
stnte. The w~stern Iown county . soil conservation 
nnd the Iowa-Cedar river di stri c t or the Iowa depart­
conservancy districts are m ent of soil conservation, 
the only two for which in- Des Moines. tnformation 
depth studies are being a bout the 208 plann.ing pro­
completed during the 208 gra m is availa~le from all 
plnnning process. loca l soil conservation dis-

The Old Man's creek is trict offices. ' · 
one of six watershed areas F a rmers whose land -is 
in Iowa selected for detail :. within the boundaries'rifthe· 
ed study. The other five are wa tershed study are ' en­
East Soldier r;ver, Craw- couraged to attend a meet­
ford coun ty , northwe t of ing at the Farm Bureau of­
Denison; ·Spring· c'teek, fice. w'iUi.amsburg, July 27 
Franklin county, north of or Aug . 4 at 8 p.m. 

- ~~~r.1 ~~Q.,.,.a) ?,.;JJ,w/7 



The Iowa County Farmer 

Is In ·English Township 

Koehns Use ·farm Pond For 
Conservation And Recreat·i 

By Loretta Hanson Koehn remarked that SCS 
Nestled in a hollow in the recommends eac:h acre of 

western pa rt of , English water in a pondl drain 20 
township is the pond Ed acres of land. 
Koehn says he " always K_oehn commented that 
dreamed about" . erosion into the pond has 

He explains that until he been stopped by two dry 
purchased the farm on ponds on either side of the 
which the pond is located in pond and a slough. Plastic 
1970, he didn 't have any tile has a lso been laid near 
land with the proper for- the pond and covered over 
mations to build a pond; to a id in slowing down the 
however, the land pur- water. 
chase enabled him to build All the conservation de­
the pond in 1973. vices aid in slowing down 

The pond was cost-shar- the water and forcing the 
ed by the county soil con- silt to drop before it gets . 
servation service (SCS) into the pond-:-
and is primarily, Koehn Koehn added there are 
said, "a soil erosion control three to four inches of silt in 
device." It ~ees servi~e , the dry ponds and points out 
too, as a family recreatiOn that silt would be in the 
area. . pond if the dry ponds hadn' t 

The total cost of the pond, stopped· it. 
he added , was about $12 ,000 .. . 
with · the (SCS) paying There IS a tremendous 
about $2 ,500 of the total. hold back on the silt," here-

" lt ended up more ex- marked. . 
pensive tha t I thought," he - A hard clay b_ottom m the 
remarked . · pond , Koe~n smd , keeps the 

Conservation Aid pond lookmg clec:~n and the 
The land on which the wate r a sparklmg blue­

pond is located was not green . ~· v~u w~'n 't get a 

Page JC 

fa rm a ble Koe hn con- mudd_y-tastmg fish . . 
tinued an'd after ta lking "I'm proud of. ~! t," Koehn OVE RLOOKS P OND --. · A hi llside ove rlooking the add it ion to swimmingimd fi shing. The pond is nestled in 
with the SCS officia ls, . he commented, a~dmg he h<:ls Ko.ehn pond hus been pla nned ps u wildlife hubitat for u hollow in English township. 
decided to use the two s~e~ w~at erosiOn can do 10 pheasant , qua il and ra bbits. Koehn enjoys hunting in 
gullies and the . na tural siltmg m a pond. · . . . . 

1

. 
springs in the a rea to aid in . He cou;mente~ th a t as a recr~atwn facili ty ~Y 
build ing the pond farmers · · are gmlty of th_e fa m ily a nd the ir 

The pond, Ko~hn said, plowi!J.g up S<? mmch" and f~I~nds . Koehn'.s wif~ , Vi r-~ 
contains about four to five creatmg eroswn problems gm1a, and th~ I r children, 
~h-- res of water and is about on the land. · · ' Carmen, 14; Gma , 13; K~n- 1 
32 feet deep at the deepest Recreation dall , ll ; and Stacy, 9, ftshl 
part. It drains 80 acres; The Koehn pond is used (Ple<J s:_ turn to pa~e- 6C) <J 
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Pond - zation '.' and the aid of his 
wife and children. 

The shelter sits on a con­
(Continued from page 3C) crete slab 50 feet by 25 feet 

. . and the shelter itself is 25 by 
and swim I_n the pond as 25 feet. A basketball hoop 
well.--as us~ the area for nas been mounted at one 
parties and g~t togethers. end of the shelter and the 

Koehn c~mtmued he has llnenclosed portion of, the 
been al~o~mg othei s to use s lab can be used for a bas­
the . facihttes at the pond, ketbal1 -court 
but fears he may have to - · . 
curtail that. Vandalisni, he Tfie shelter has seatmg 
said, could become a prob- for about 30 people. Koehn 
Iem although there has commented that the tabl~s 
been none thus far. and benches ca.me from the 

"It would only take once, M_are_ngo Le~wn hall. A 
though," he commented :. , fne~d, he said , heard the 

The pond was stocked by Legwn planned to throw the 
Koehn with 1,20Q .catfish, tables and benc~es away, 
running a bout six to 10 __ and Koehn dec:1ded they 
inches , along with bass and would work wellm the shel-
crappies. ter. 

. . July 3, he added, he and 
~ltho~g~, he _said! he does his wife hosted a pig roast 

e.nJOY fishing. m his spare for 130 people at the pond. 
~1me, the cat~Ish have been Koehn has devised a cook­
m the pond JUSt two yea~s er from an old milk cooler, 
and are not yet really b1g and he roasted the pig in it. , 
enough to catch, and the · · .. 
bass population is still not . Since he enjoys hunting 
a~ the level Koehn hopes for Koehn has kept the hill b~ - , 
eventually. hind the shelter planted m 

· cover to encourage a wild-
A sand _beach · extends life population. He said he · r _·\ I 

along one side of the pond , has pheasants , quuil and · 
a_nd Koehn noted one posi- rabbits living on the hill- HAS S~ND BE~CH -The ~d Koehn pond in E nglish 
tive. aspect of the dry side and the cornfield on the township has sand beach which Koehn said took "tol)s I 
weather is that he has been top. · <.lnd tons of S<.lnd'' to implement. The dry weather has 
able to \vork the sand down . ', allowed Koehn to work the sand down into the water's 

1 
into.-the pond's edge . This , He has also · buJ~t r~st- edge to provide a firmer base for the beach. 
he added , wi ll giye a firm- ~ooms at the pond m time 
er base under the swim- lor the July 3 party . 
ming area. 

"It has taken tons and ~oe~n farms 825 acres 
tons of sand , Koehn com- wh1ch mcludes 425 acres of 
men ted to f~rm the-beach corn , 220 acres of beans and 
area. ' about 30 acre~ of oats. 

He also ra1ses. between 
· Add Shelter 1,000 and 1,200 hogs a year 
Behind the sand beach is and has stock cows. 

the shelter Koehn built with 
the help of Tanke construe- Some dry weather dam­
tion after the other. d<.lily age has occur~ed to his 
fa rm work was finished . He corn, Koehn sa1d. Kernels 
commented that the pond in some cases haven't set on 
project had to be done after the .ends of the ~ears, ·and 
the , chores were finished there are vacant places f~r­
antl that. Koehn said, ther down on · the ear. The 
" takes quite a bit of organi- (Please turn t.o page lOC) 

ENJOY_.. THEIR POND _:_ Ed and Gina , 13: Kendall , 11; and Stacy , 9. The 
Virginia Koehn,enjoy the facilities of- · _shelter house was completed last sum­
fered by their pond. _They are the par- mer and July 3 the family hosted a pig 
ents of four children. Carmen, 14; roast for 130 people. · 

Pond- - - The three inches of rain 
. into the pond the weekend 

. . , , of July 16 did help in restQF-
(Contmued from p~ge _6C) ing some of the water loss, 

Koehn said. beans. however, are look-
ing good. "It's kind of relaxing to 

come here," Koehn com-
-The dry weather has also mented, as he looked out 

affected the pond. It's down lover the blue water riffled 
about three feet. and Koehn by wind and sparkling in 
said he thinks the water the sun. 
tab{e from ·which the 
springs feed the pond must 
be down because last win-
ter the water ·over the 
spring froze for .. the first 
time. 



Iowa -,Count. 
LLIAMSBURG - Fred White 

of 'farnell, chairman of the Iowa 
courity Resource Coordinating com­
mitt~e announced this week that a 
special watershed study will be con­
ducted in Iowa county later this 
year. · 

The effort is in connection with 
pollution planning activities re~ 
quired by the federal water pollution 
control act. 

The 19,744-acre Old Man's Creek . 
watershed northwest of William~­
burg was selected for special study 
because it closely typifies soil, eli­
matte, and topographic features for 
most of a large portion of east cen­
tral,,,owa. 

The Iowa department of soil con­
serVation will conduct watershed 
me!!tings and interviews with farm­
ers :in order to gather information 
apout cropping systems, soil and wa­
ter conservation practices, pesticide 
use and other characteristics of the 
watershed. 

Farmers' reactions to proposed 
methods of pollution control, as well 
as their plans for the future of their 
farms will be sought. 

Meetings and interviews will re­
quire t the cooperation of a,rea 
landO~QFrS, according to White, as 
it is i~ortant that the information 
obtained reflect conditions as they 
exist. 

Data obtained from the detailed 
watershed studies will provide ~iti+ 
zen groups, such as the Iowa cOUR..t.N 
Resource Coordinating committee, 
with the information necessarl " to 
formufate recommendations ·· ft>r 
farm management practice,s and · oth­
er means . otiJ:\dealing witl:r,;.poY.u.f.ion. 
Each r~~;ldat*'?n ~:b~a part 
of the over-all water qua1liy manage-­
ment program developed for Iowa 
by the federal government._ 

The \.Water control act 
that' eaci) state be responsible 
veloping plans to control poll 
its water resources. The r 
water quality management lftagram 
considers separately those witter pol­
lutants that originate from a . point 
source (such as an outlet from a se­
wage treatment plant) and those that 
are nonpoint (such as agJ3cultural 
runoft). · 

All of Iowa's 99 counties have or­
ganized coordinating committees 
like the one in Iowa county. The lo­
cal groups were organized with a se­
ries of open .meetings last ye~r. Offi­
cers and representatives ' ele~ted by 
participants serve as spokesmen for 
the county groups and call ad<litional 
public meetings as needed. lnput 
from the county level is channeled 
up through a series of conser~ancy 
district . and basip level ady.isory 
committees. 

Ali of Iowa county lies in the 
Iowa-Cedar river oon,servancy dis­
trict - one of six major riv~ basins 
in the state. The wei~ern · Iowa and 
the Iowa-Cedar river conservancy 
districts are the a.Ily two for· ·which· 
in-depth studies ;are -being complet-
ed . . ;·l.• b.~:! . · ; 

Old Man's creek is one of ~b( wa­
tershed areas in Iowa selected for 
detailed study. The other .five are 
East Soldier river in Crawford .coun­
ty, northwest of Denison; Spring 
creek · in Franklin county, nortli of 
Hampton; C<;>ld Water creek in.(Cer­
ro Gordo county, south of Mason 
City; Unn~med creek in Lyon coun­
ty, west of Rocki•·Rapids; a'Rd Mont­
gomery creek in Clay .county, ~outh 
of Spencer. 

'1-t~- ?'J 
1l.tM)0~~ i)1 ~a, 

Land Preservation 
Commission Will 
Meet Thursday · 

There will be a land pre­
servation meeting at 8 p.m . 
Thursday, Sept. 22 in the 
courtroom of the Iowa 
county courthouse, Ma­
rengo. 

Representatives on the 
commission include sup·er­
visors . soil conservation 
commissio'ners, repre­
sentatives from cities and 
towns .in the county. The 
commission meets in ac­
cordance with a new state. ' 
law. . I 

Greg Misbach is chair­
man, Richard Pugh, vice 
chairman. and Lowell M<!­
Kean . secreta~y. 

C:ountj·~lanttr,;1lntm·~--~•~ ·· · 
E9rmed;-:offillrs 'EI:al" 
A'~temporary county land policy will be to provide for 

preservation policy com- the ord·e-rly u5~:~nd 
miBsion is being organized development-of lClJidWP re­
under the state land pres- .lated natural re~ources in 
ervation policy act passed Iowa, and' to preserve pri­
by the Iowa general as- vate property rights and 
sembly and signed into law prime agricultural land for 
by qovernor Robert D

7 
Ray agricultural production. 

late Jast month. In addition, the . state 
The county commission policy goals are to guide the 

is to develop a land preser- development of critical 
vation policy for Iowa areas, key facilities and 
county and to submit rec- large-scale development. 
ommendations for a state The policy should also. pro­
policy, according to Lowell vide for the future housing, 
McKean, county extension commercial,,industrial and 
director, with the Iowa recreational needs of the 
State University's Iowa state, the legislature said . 
County Extension Office. The county commission 
The ISU_Extension Service is to be composed of three 
is assisting in the organiza- members appointed by and 
tion of the county commis- from the district' soil con­
sion. servation commissions; 

Over-all intent of the new three members appointed 
legislation is to develop a by and from · the county 
land preservation policy for bo~rd of supervisors; and 
the Gonsideration of' the · thre·e appointed by and 
General Assembly through from mayors and council 
participation and · recom- persons. The soil conserva­
mendation~ of _citizens ahd tion and county commis­
local government, McKean sioners have selected their 

. said. Specific goals of the rwresentatives and a coun­
-ty . ~on~B'tioll - of mayors 
and ~ouncil members was 
held ' ~tily 28 to select those 
representatives, McKean 
said. . . . 

Representing cities and 
towns in -Iowa county are 
Richard Pu~h . . Williams­
burg mayor, Walker Whit­
more, Millersburg mayor, 
and Marvin Miller, Ma­
rengo councilman. They 
will serve with county su­
pervisors Bernard El­
wood; Williamsburg, Leo­
nard Thys, f Hartwick and 
Ed Shima, Marengo. Rep­
resenting the district soil 
conservation commission 
are Fred White, P.amell, 
Larry Beyer, Marengo, and 
Gregory Misbach, ,Ma­
rengo Misbach was elected 
chairman of the commis 
si~n at the organization 
meeting of the commission 
July 28. Pugh was_ elected 
vice-chairman. McKean 
·will serve as secretary o~ 
the board. Meetings will be 
held as necessary on the 
last Thursday of the month. 

· The new law requires 
that the temporary county 
commissions be organized 
by Sept. 1 of this year. The 
commission also is to con­
duct public hearings so citi­
zens can suggest content of 
the county and state land 
preservation policy. 
Recommendations for the 
state policy are to be made 
by July 1; 1978. · 

ln' additfon~ members of 
the county corritnission·are 
to elect representatives to a 
congressional district con­
vention which will select 
members of ·a temporary 
state land preservation 
commission. The state 
commission is to have until 
Mar. 1, 1979 to make its 
recommendations to the 
legislature, McKean con­
cluded. 
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.Tiling ContractOr . ~pggests 
Farm Green · Belt Areas 

"We were finishing the of tiling contractors. In 
project on the same night a Canada, licensing for tiling 
television &tation was operators has- been mary­
earrying a program of the dated . 
<·rowning of Kim, their He has taken schooling a 
daughter, as a Williams- number of times at corn-
burg queen contestant. We pany spon ··">red sessions to 
took along a portable set to keep up to date. 
wateh on a work break. " In a third year of declin-

Less Rain ing rainfall, Gerard s'ees a 

By Doris McCartney 
Dry ponds and small ter­

I~ace s ure paying off us con­
servation methods for Iowa 
county farmers. according 
to Wendell Gerurd. Mil­
lersburg , tiling contrac­
tor. 

Gera rd . who began in the 
bui sness . working for Wal­
te r Reinhart , Ladora. has 
seen a lot of acres changed 
into productive land with 
'conser v<.ttion . mea s ures 
s ince 1966. 

"Biggest advantage of 
any tiling is to stop water 
ruB ofL By installing tile at 
depths from four to six feet 
then• is better drainage. 

Gerard believes long 
J-ange planning is a good 
Idea tor anv l<.llHt owner. 
taking into account not only 
the terraces. - ponds and 
rrop rotation to be consid­
ered . but allotting areas for 
wildlife habitats. 

"Some large operators 
are tea ring out fence rows 
and investing in super con­
servation programs. with­
out plcmning for green 
l;lelts . 

"W t' m•ed green areas l'or 
sh(•lter belts and sanctu:.. 
aries l'or birds and small 

wildlife native to this com~ 
munity," he mentions. 

Projects 
For uphill running on a 

project. Gerard doesn't 
need (ll1Y engineering as-
sistance. · 

However. installing tile 
on the flat lands. Gerard 
seeks resourc.e people call­
ed from regional tiling com­
panies to ch a rt the sites . 

Gt•rard Tiling, formed in 
19i2, is a husband and wil'e 
business. His chief assis­
tant is his wife, Nadine. 

Liber<.tted from house­
work . on a tiling job. Na­
dine enjoys this challenge : 
despite going hon1e grimy 
after a cl<ty of jumping into 
ditches. 

Her job is to connect d<.1y 
tile. drive the machine or 
any other task hei· boss as-
signs. · ,...._ 

The machine is -' 36 feet 
long. so it takes a little skill 
for a driver to navigate. es­
pecially on the traveled 
highways. 

"Business is more com­
petitive now," Gerard ad­
mits. When he began work­
ing with . .Reinhart, there 
was one other company in 
business, locally. 

, Gera rd notes tha.t..lowa host of- · advantages for 
Now he can name a't least I has not required licensing farmers •tiling sloughs and 

seven other tiling contrac- ["7:.!-~ · ... 
tors. · 

Costs ' 
He became Reinha rt's 

partner in 1970, e\·entu<.tlly 
buying out the machine. 
Discussing costs. Gerard 
estimates a new machine at · 
$120.000. An electronic l<.ts­
er beam, a new nccessorv. i 
is <.m. additional $25.000. · ! 

Tiling costs are $.67 per 
foot for clay a nd $·.82 for : 
plastic. Insta lation ups the 
project cost by anothe'F$.23 
per foot on the ave1~age . 

On a good day, Gerard be­
liPves he can ·tnstall about 
3,000 feet of plastic ~ilirig. 
He cites the. ad\'antages of 
day tile as bigger, heavier 
and cheaper. , 

However, land owners 
note the disadvantages- of 
clay. since they are obU­
gatL•d to trimsport the tile to 
the project s ites . 

.. Most f<umers <llld o\\.·n­
ers are too busy to be b<ith­
l'red with moving tile. so 
they opt for the faste1~ in­
stal lation with plastic ... 

The Gerards sai d a high­
light of their tiling career. 
was project for a Ced<.tr 
Hapids golf course two 
years ago. 

'\. 
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CONSERVATION. -AI 
Sponsored by: IOWA COUNTY ·SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

Sund~y, .July 17,·1977 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 · P·••· 
Rain_ Date: Sunday, J.~ly 24, 1977 

$_6/person 
EDGAR FOLKMANN FARM -- 2 miles east arid 1% miles south of Conroy, lo.wa 

Not Responsible In Case Of Accidents . 

through low areas, to es­
tablish more land in pro­
duction.-

He observes there are im­
mense satisfactions in his 
business. "I d·eal with a lot 
of great people." · 

Conserving Iowa 's valu­
able soil are the gositive re­
s ultsJ~e sees from his driv­
er 's seat on the tiling ma­
chine. 

•as otherwise 
: a ditch job 



CONSERVATION· 
AlR:~ JO·UR 

Sponsored by: IOWA COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

~ .. 

Sund-.y, July· 17, 1977 
9.:00 a~m.' to 3:30 p.m. 

Rain D~ate: S'uhday, July 24, 1977 ·. 

. .. 

$6/pe~~on 

EDGARFOLKMANNFARM 
~miles east and 1% miles south of Conroy, Iowa 

Not responsible in case of accidents 
,, 

WATCHES FLIGHTS -A youngster 
observes a plane load l.it~i off on the 
Edgar Folkmann runWt1y Sunday 
morning, east of Conroy ." while other 

pilots wait to load. Conservation 
flights were taken all day Sunday over 
far;ms of owners to check crop prog­
ress. 

Thurs., Julv 21. 1977 

FLIES F.·IRST TIME -Mrs. Dm·id FL'tzer. Ma rengo. 
prepures to fly for the first time. accompanied by her 
husband and son. Jamie and another two p~ t ssenge rs . 
Pilot Edgar Folkmann. C.onroy. directs the seating 

,. 
from the wing of his twin engine plane. Sunday air-trips 
we re sponsored by the Iowa county SOJL ~onservation 
Service so farm owners could check progress of land 
improvements this summer. 



Walt· J~mes Grew'-Up In Business - -

Farmers :)-sA r e S peJJd i-ng. ·"-f~Qr 
L3nd I mproveine_nt ProjectS 

By Doris McCartne~· . and build to suit that de- "Happened in a split 
Spending for conserva- sign. second when I was mo,·ing 

tio·n practices by Iowa li as llt'lp dirt-. But I managed to get 
county farmers for out-of- James .ov.:JlS i.l hull dozer straightened around <tnd 
pocket· .improvements is and .two scri.tpers . • h.'tTy bring it on down th e moun­
ke eping land improvement 'Pope. 1\lilkrs iHtr~ . oper- l<lin the proper w<.ty ... 
c ontractors bus y this se<.t - ates for hi 111 i.t:-- d :--ttl> CJH1 -
son . · tri.lctor . To d<~te. ' licensing Projects on whi c h he coq­

tr;wts <.tre either t'<~rn wr­
pli.lnrwd or <~ppro\ · ed by t he 
Soil Collsen·;,ttion Sen·ice . 

Walt James . . Millers- is not i.l stutc requirement. 
burg. w ho, has beenz.· in the The price tub for hisser­
"dozer business" i11ost of vices i.l re linked bct \\·een 
his life and- self emplo~·ed tlw y<.trds of dirt; ,nioved. 
five ye<trs, finds f;_trmers in- size Hf p li.ln. loc<tl iou <.md 
tent on preserving ;_ u}d in- hours on the job. 
('re<lsing the ,·;_llue or the .. My ment<ll computer is 

Ejth-'lr \~.ay·. J umes ·,~fews STARTS DRY PONJ.> - Wc.dt James. 
h is~\\· o t·k <ts bu ildi ng for <tg MillersbLfrg bnd iinp rO\·ement con­
progress. tractor. built <t conservation project on 

the Clarence Huedepohl farm west oi 
Millersburg , earli_er this month. 

high priced l<.tJ1d. OJK' [ <.t t ing v;hen - I'm run-
.. A number of l'arnwrs ning . If I see the job is go­

who eannot a Honl to hu~· ing to be higher t hi.lll first 
mort• aen•s an• inen•asing esti nwtes z; l better figure 
<·rop production by sp<•nd- how to mov(~ faster. dwnge 
ing l'or tt•rni.et's, dr.Y ponds tht• oper<. t tion or llll'l lwds . · · 
and eh•aritl"g hru sh~· hills. When ht• was l!J Janws 

"The big oper~ttors h;_ive ~egan his on-the-.ioh-train­
been dozing down fence- mg. He has work<•d all on•r 
li nes . undergrowth . <. tiHI Uw stat!'. "I figure a ,~ood 
other a re<.ts which lwd not doz<'r opt'rator starts watha 
been in crop <.teres . The~· s til'.k and needs an l'Ci ucat-
find it pays good returns. ed loot. ';; . . . 
"The sm<.dler L.trmers ·are What kmd ol JObs lws he 
a warP of the ad\'<.tnt<.tges l'or held?-
const·n·c.llion projects as a "This is the roull' up tlH'· 
resu lt. · ladd~r in this busi ness. ·· 
· ·"Business began picki ng Ja~1es sa~s w.ith a slow I 
up in 1972. l li1ti l the mi d- sm ile. "Wit h d irt contrac-
1960's. I can't sav lc.md im- to rs I began first on the sur- I 
pro\·en\ent coi1tractors \'l'Y rod. wo rked on the foo t 

1 
were <.tlwc.tys holding down rol ler. operc.tt ed a scr<.~per. 
a stt'<.td~· job ... . Li m es c. td- m•x t a do~er. ra n. an <.111to 

1 mits . patro l before be m g .pro-
1 Working1lo urs rose from m otPd to foJ~enwn ·s job <tiHII· 

SOO-HOO <.t ,·l_·r<~ge hours <.t few fi rwll y to ~.upe rintL•nden t of . 
years <~go on tlw dozer to a p r<>Jt' d . . . 
about l.:lOO hours in the pc. tsf "\Yhen l n w d l' tl to the top 
ve<~ r . I qutt to start my own bus t-
. ·TIll hookvd UJ) t'i.t i rl ~ · 1'<1 r ness." . . . 
ahead this ye;ir. ,,·ork ing In a ddt tlOil to <I Humber of I· 

about l'ight to ten miles dry ponds. J<._tm es has con-
from Millersburg . structed two or three wet I 

.. (;ut•ss I'm h app~· in t hi s 1~onds this :ve.<~r. bu~ todall' . 
busirwss. I likl' m adtirw r y little W<lter ts <.t \'a J l<~b l e 111 
and tht•n• a rf' positin• n :- them for t he li,·estoc k . 
s uUs. I try to dw<'k haek. Both Kirkwood Com­
a bou t th n :t' or. four \'Pa r s muni t y col leg.e. Ced<t r 
latt•r and look a t Uw . tlroj- Rapids, c.md Ind i<lll Hi lls 
P<'t d uring lht• growin J,.! s.-a- (' OJ!ege. Ottumw<.t. h<.t \'e of-. 
so11 . ., . . fered . courses for la nd im-

Adozerope ra lt'ir r: , . , . ,,~. · · 
create <I p icture in his mind ~zzs V MO! '3 . 

• :$ 
B 

- -· 

Applications are now being taken for State of Iowa cost­
sharing on permanent soil and water conservation practic·es. The . 
Soil Conservation District Commissioners of Iowa County, who 
allocate the funds, have set first priority on terraces and sec 

· priority for erosion control dams. Priority will also be given to 
those · farmers who have ground they can start on this summer. 

Farmers who receive cos-sh~ring will be responsible for the 
maintenance of the practice for a minimum of ten years. · 

The rate of cost-sharing is 50% of the estimated cost or 59% · 
of the actual cost, whichever is smaller. -

Farmers who get cost-sharing must be interested in deveiQp· 
ing a COI"!Servation plan for their entire farm and must ~e/dist· 
rict cooperators. · For more information contact th,e Soil Conser­
vation Service office in Williamsburg at 600 Court Street. 



Thurs~.- June 30, 1977 . The Iowa County Farmer · Page 3C ·~ 

Testifies At National e_arings _ 

- ~ainpaigns _ For Water lmp-~undment : 
To -conse·rve:· ; ~ . Land, Rer{rerii::$:\~ AQU if.et-S-

By Doris McCartney "For instance, locally. water impoundment over ".Instead. what we need for 
" Iowa county farmers both Ladora and Williams- four. positive results is ten per-

have a unique opportunity burg had to replace outlet A number commented cent of that public funding 
to study and supply ·input pipes because of this law. they were reluct':lnt to for water impo~ndment to 
into the national program · break up the meeting even contain surface run off. 
208 study committee for "Point . pollution, trans- at that point. "Iowa State university 
water quality, yet a rna- fated, me~ns flow may be - Next month .. he is research indicates·soilero­
jority have . been apa- traced to Its ~ource. "How- scheduled to testify on . a sion is cut by 90~ percent 
thetic." ev~r. non pomt means pol- polic~ level meetin.g ~n with proper tillage. appli-

This is the assessment of lut10n cannot be traced to a Washmgton, D.C. wh1ch 1s cation of nutrients with im­
Ron Gahring, Williams- source and thus is uncon- being arranged with offi- pqundmeni of water. Less 
burg, a land improvement trollable. cials through the Secre- nutrients are required in 
contractor. Gahring, tary of Agriculture. the following years when 
speaking with missionary "Of the funds Congress . . fertilizer attaches to the 
zeal about the need for wat- has budgeted, eight per- . In a sen_es of five mee~- soil instead of washing 
er impoundment, sees this centisallottedfornon-point mgs ~eld m Iowa co~n.ty, away. A considerable 
project as an option Ameri- pollution. while 92 percent Gl ahlrmfg says the dkec1h51,0~ money savings is evident 
cans presently have to sur- of the monies is for point oca arm.ers ~a e ere there. 
vive. pollution." ~ay eve~tually effect .na- "With proper planning 

Other options in the pro- Citing other · statistics. tlon~l policy. O~her sp~ak- water impoundment could 
posed land use bill seem far Gahring says Congress had e,rs 1~ the sertes be~des cure mos.t of the nation's 
less feasible to the average budgeted 190 million dol- Gahrmg _have bee~ Stev~ water problems, all for an 
American he said. 1ars. Probst, Lmn county' Harry e(IU'tl share of that IJUbli<.: 

. ' . · Bryant, Iowa county con- ' ~ 
Gahrmg, who as a mem- Mandated servationist · and Dan Lind- m?ney · . 

ber of the national Land lm- In 1972 water quality was quist ' . 'That s why . LICA <.:on-
prov~ment Contractors of mandated and the pro- . . . . ~Iders the natw?al ~a.ter 
America, has in the past gram is to be in effect by In tracmg the fa~ts of.the Imf.Jo~ndment pl<.tn \\Wl th-
four years been active in 1983. .prese.nt wate~ s1tuatw!1. while. 
the local chapter and now ''I don't see how this is Gahnng mt;ntwns that 20 
serves on a national cont- possible." he exclaims. Y~~~~s ago t~Is area wa~ a.lso 

, mittee. As- a result of cori- By 1978 a plan is to be sub- <;tflheted with less ram~al~ 
tinued. research, he has be- mit ted on water quality on for about three or four 
come an outSI).Oken suppor- how to control the surface. ye.~r§. , , ... 
ter of the acute need to con- water to the highest practi- Underg.round, there Is<-~ 
serve water. cal degree. -netwo-rk- o-t la~es. st~eams 

. . . . . . .and probably n vers tied to-
There are. 2,600 natw.nu~ In Iowa county, a pilot gether throughout the cen-

mf;mb~rs With 553 low .. ms. project, Old Man's creek, tral part of nation . There 
be~on~I!lg to. LIC~ .. ~ne ~~ covering about 19,000 acres has been a significunt low­
t~e m~J ... or re_<.~sons lo~ sue~ of land, owned and operat- ering of the Jordun aqui­
h~gh_ sr.c.~ te sup~ort 1 ~ be~ ed by some 250 title holders fer. The J9rdan streum orL­
c~~.se. ~3 I~erc~n~ ol . t_l~~ . or their tenants, ~ is con- gina tes in Minnesota and <IS 

PI.m~e land. 1 ~. the cou.n~.1 ~.I-s side red as one program of rainfall leuches down into 
Withm Io~a _s boun~.tties. , the Iowa-Cedar river basin·. the soil this sub soil supply 

LICA _ Is supportmg the . increases. .... 
water ~mpoundment pro- The . w~1tershed ~Ill ex- A good water supply is <.i 
gram lor .num.erou~. t~ea- tend .lrom upp.roximutely real asset to a farm. But 
sons. Gahru~g cite~ .. F1rst the VIctor rest stop ~o_ the even so, now - that re­
as u result ol. contummg the -Iowa county care lu<.:Illty. searchers believe the Jor­
wut<.~r. <tquilcrs . <trc ru- Ont; of the ad~untag_es. dan is much shallower. we 
plemshed a~d mcre~sed G~hnng s~resses m talkm.g wonder if our wuter sup­
crop productiOn results. , ol water Impoun~ment .. IS plies will be filled for .the 

"Studies have proven this the need to s~op sml_er.oswn next 100 years. 
also relieves secondary where a mixt~re ol_ .o~~e 
bridge problems. By con- product, ~u~h us ~ei t~l.I~­
trolling the waters, large e~s. c~e~Icc.~.ls - or I.nsec~I­
bridges are unneccessary ci<;Ie ~ash~s m . th~ floo~ed 
in many instances. For in- sml ~nd IS earned mto 

. . 31 L. streums 
stance, m s~ctiOn . ' m- "Actu~lly: those chemi-
c~ln . township ·a mne-feet culs cling to the soil. when 
dmmeter tube w~uld not conservution practices ure 
hav.e been needed If a wat- not implemented and vast 
er If!lPOUndment program sums waste uwuy. · · 
was m effect. 

· "Insleud, the county . Last year, Gahring te~ti­
could have instulled for hed before Senator Dick 
one-tenth of the cost a 30- Clark's committee at Coun­
inch tube · cil Bluffs on the need for 
"Howe~er the Depurt- w~ter impou~dment .attd 

ment Of Transportation ~011 conserv~t10n practiCes 
(DOT) ordered a large m _regard to 208 study_ com­
drainage culvert. Half of mittee. 
the bridges in the county . . . ,. , 
could~ be repluced with Eurl_Ier thi~ . y~ur. he 
small cui verts or pipes with spok~ at t_he nat.wnul LI~A 
water impoundment plan in meeting ut Orla~do. Fla .. 
effect. at length one ~vemng on the 
· "Another vital reason for program, urgmg more and 
the plan is to stop flooding. total supp~rt t~rou~hout.all 
By controlling surface· wat- the 31 or 32 s~ates m which 
er, the flow does not gather members reside. 
enough momentum to flood Spoke Four Hours 
bottom lands . Asked to speak before of-

Water Polic}' 
Diminishing water sup­

plies will certainly creute 
chunge·s in the stute's wat­
er policy us well as in the. 
nution. This month the stute 
is more aware of an acute 
wuter problem as town und 
city wells are pumped dry. 

Geologists have ·been re­
searching the trend uq.d 
hope thut the wuter short­
uge . and need to solve the 
problem will begin to seep 
into the public's mind. 

Monitoring underground 
the surface water supplies 
has been a task undertaken 
by the geologists and hy­
drologists, ~ut the average 
farmer and urban dweller 
is probably unawp.r·e ot' the 
amount of water used 
through his pipes. 

"Few farniers-·apparent- .-way in flooding and the ' 
ly are studying, under- w.,ter tables will rise. . 
standing . and are even .. ! n a period of high land . 
wanting to support the pro- pril·es, owners· .should be.·· 
gram. Thereareaft!wcour.- m·un• concerned ubout:;· 
ageous farmers backing water and soil conserva- · · 
the.project, but we-need the tion beyond family fence-.,. 
majority .to support the lines.·· · 
cause," Gahring com- About -10 years ago the . 
ments. per person water con- · 

sumption was · 16 gallons · 
With Iowa ranking high in daily. ·but last year rose to 

prime land, the 208 study an average of 45 ga_llons. 
~ommi.tt~e h<.~~ been ~cek- In some areas, rest~arch- . 
mg opllli<?n of. local_ furm- ers found the per person-:-
e~s. A se~Ie.s of ~e~tu~gs 0~ avt•rage recent(}· has b_een 
Wdter q.u<.~hty be_g<.~n I~ the 60 gallons daily. 
county m February will be 
resumed in July. Gah ring cone lude~ : 

Conservationists believe "We've seen <.1 critical 
that in Iowa county on~- energy crisis ·und heard · 
eighth of an inch of top soil pn.•dictions to conserve for 
is lost each ye41r. With future. 
water ih1jJOLmdment <.~nd "Insulation and bl<.tnkets 
strong vOluntary soil con- .m~ty w~trm un indi\'idtwl. 
serv ation }Jrogram. the but there is no substitution 
uquifers <.:an be repleni::;h- for water when · stri~·ken 
eel. fertilizers will not wash with a<.:ute thirst. ·· . 

Funding ficials of the Caterpiller 
" Congress has budgeted company also in Illinois . 

10.3 billion dollars to fund Gahring said he would keej) 
point pollution , which his remarks to an hour, but 
means to maintain rigi- instead; encouraged by his 
lence of all How from pipes . audienc e expanded on 

The uverage reaction to 
water impoundment hus 
been apathy and ignor­
ance, but fuced with the 
need for clean wuters. sen­
ate committees und offi­
ciuls in industry have been 
eager to listen to Guhring' s 
findings--f-or--soil conservu­
tion 'for non point pollution. 

PROPOSES WATER IMPOUND­
MENT - Ron Gahring, Williams­
burg, land improvement contractor, 
comments- I.o.w.:u-count~ .(u.r.me&s. ruu~e. ; . 
a unique oppqrtunity to supply input 

for a water impoundment plan needed 
for implementing the 208 study com­
mittee, which has been federally man-

. dated .. ________________ _ 
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Winners 
WILLIAMSBURG - Two 

Williamsburg students, Lynne 
Petersen and Darrell Schwart­
ing, placed first in the Iowa 
county soil conservation art 
contest. 

Lynne placed first in the 
junior division, while Schwart­
ing topped the senior division. 
The winning pictures will be 
on display at the Iowa county 
soil conservation district office 
in Williamsburg . 



TAKE JUNIOR DIVISION- Winners 
in the junior division of the county soil 
conservation art contest which wus 
judged May 6 were left to right, Cuthy 

Are Art CO 

WIN ELEMENTARY DIVISION -
Mary Wetjen, left, won ·first place in 
the elementary division of the county 
soil conservation art contest held Muy 
6 in Williamsburg. Second was Sonya 

I 
l 

. I 
Doehrmunn , third; Lynne Petersen, 1 

first; and Becky Witte , second . The 1 

girls ure all students at LutheranJn- I 
terparish school in Williamsburg: i .... ~. ' 

. I 

test Win·ners 
\ 

Heitshusen, center, und Don Lind­
hart, to the righl , took third place. Wet- . 
jen and Lindhurt ure students ut Wil- I 
liamsburg community and Heitshu-

1 
sen ut Lutherun Interpurish . 

--"" -· ---- --·----·-....-... -·---- .. ~-·- · ......._ .... _.~-- ---

WINS FIRST PLACE - Darrell Schw<.1rting, <.1 sopho­
more at Williamsburg high school, took first pl<.1ce in 
the senior division of the soil conserv<.1tion urt-contest. 
The wbrks done for the contest arc on display at the Soil 
Conservation Service office in Williamsburg. 

GET HONORABLE MENTION - Re­
ceiving honorable mention in the 
county soil conservation art contest 

· were, not necessarily in the order 
shown, Rhia Fry, Lutherun Inter-

parish; Doug Keiser, Williumsburg 
community; Nicki Newberry, Jeri 
Knipfer, Kelly Bouslog, English 
Valleys, and LaDawn Strutton, Netti 
Coast, Amy York, HL V. --• --- --- --- ·- - - - -- --- -· -
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Also ulfills Other·· Functions - - By Loretta Hanson ~Jrea . subject to severe ero-
Meetings will start in sion and soil loss. and be­

.July. <.lccording to county c<.1_u se the acreage contains 
soil conscn·ationist Harrv ·soil types which DEQ wants 

SCS- 1 ._~ .: "Aiding· With Bryant. with farmer's to study .' . 
whose land is included in Bryant added lhe inter­
till' Old M<m's creek water- -,tatt• runs through the area 
shrd pilot program. • whieh will come under 

-Old'· Mll'n 1 ~~>~Cre·ek ·-Project -
Thl' progr<.1m : which will st~dy and that, too, was one ' 

in\'ol\'c :w.ooo or so acres in of the reasons the area was 
Pilot. Sumnei' <.md parts of ehosen. 
Lincoln und Hartford town- The area was selected to 
ships. -is hopefully goir1g to cover a nuinber of uses. in­
dt'tt•rmint..' w<.ttl•r quality in duding the effect of a 
Old lVl<.ul's crel'k and show lw<.t\'ilv tra\·eled road t·un­
·tlw state dcp[trt mcnt of t'll- ning through it. Roads of­
,·ironllll'ntal qtwlity (DE(~) It'll <:ontribute to sediment 
wlwt .kinds of pollutants arl' . 11 ~t rt'<tlllS. Bryant noted. 
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showi11g up in its wc.tters The study is slated to he 
downstn.•anL (·omplt•led i11 i!t78: how-

Br~·unt suid partil'ipu- t'\'t'l". llry ant .s:.-~id. there <~re 
tion in tht• stud.\· h~· tht• IIX no pl<.ms to implt•ment the 
latidowawrs inn,ln•d is stud~··s findings :,t tht· prc-
"strktl\' n,luntary. •• s<'lll timt•. 

Till' ~~·n·<t is one <;f t hn•t.· in Bryaru_ said lw t•xpt•ets 
tlw Iow<.t-Ced<.tr ri \"l'r b<tsin mt't'tin~s with farnwrs in­
;.u·c<l <'hoscn h~· DEQ for \"t)ln•d in . tht• Old Man's 
su('h ;1st ud_, .. Tlw ot IH•rs ;1 rc <·n•l'k f.H'OJt'<'l lo llt'gin in 
in Ct'ITO (;onto <.111d Fr<tnk· July. lit• added the llH't't­
lin t·ountit.·s JIHI. <.lct.·ording in~s will ht• opt'll to Uw pub­
to Bn·;111l. in\·otn·••hout the-li<': ho\n·n·r. onl\' those' 
s<.lllH; lllllllhl'r of <.I<:ITS. landowawrs dirt'<:tl\' in-

Erosion i\n•a HII n·d will ht' notilit:d. · 
. Br~· <.111t s;lid till' . ~o.ooo TilliS li.tr. Br,\·<.tnt went 011. 
low<~ count,. <.llTes "l't'l' pt'rsons I rum DEQ h<.l\"l' 
sl'lt.•ctt:d ht.•t·t~ust. · t iH'\" <.~rc flmnt on•r lht.• \\ · <.~ter shed 
loc;llcd in 1.1 highl_\. t.'l:osi\T ( Pll'<.IS(' ttlrn to p<.1ge l!}) 

ARE TERHACES- County soil t·onservi.lt ionist Harry 
Bryant has reported the- construction of o\'er 110.000 
f<'ct of tl'IT<ICl' in the countv in t-he bst six months. 
~rhese terraces ~1rc loc.ttcd <~m the Larrv Yoder f<.trm 
<.dong highway 1--tn ne<.tr its jundion \\'ltli highway six. 

~:<.1·1-~s~·~ ·,:~:~.~~~~.': .'~ll . <.11;~ .~·o·l·'·~ 1 
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(!L!_<lli~y, _und~·.r t_h_e_ 1.972 fed- Non-point P<~llution in- lut io_n_ C~I LI S~..' S or grea test ~·<tch ~car - and wi ll <. lpply In the last yp'ar, .Bryant . 
lldl ( 1\)111 .\-\t"tlll 1t~l.t. , dudes most sotl and agn- ~lgnllrcaiH'e. the public<.~- for soli conser\'i.ltion p r<IC- addt>d about lH 000 "reet of 

. . . . . t'\ t' op ' au ('Ultural run-<)H as oppost>d t ion st<.~ tt.'s . t ices l('rt" \l''P a d 2r 000 f • f 
(( nntmued ! rom p<.~ge 17·) . Probs t <.~t tend~·d the Apr. to point polluti on whid.l i s . . . . , . . .. t ' IT~ , , , n .,;) ' , ,. e~·t _o, 

h nwt: tmg to drscuss w rth that wh ic:h . ('an lH' · iden ti- Pronswn~ ot tht' lull flw oltl(·e operatt•s on a :era~ t' .a.nd ," ~ten\ cl~ .t•~e 
s 
a l'l'i.l il l <I hl'ii copte l'". th ;lt 
took p l~l l'l' b st •week. ~ IIHI 
DEQ st<.trft• r s ha\'l' been in 
thl' Old l\I<.m ·s creek pro­
ject area to study present 
land U!>i l' . 

S t c \'l' Probst. coo rei i nt~ ­
tor of the 17 count~· Iowu­
Cect ~lr rin•r b~1 s in pl~111 im­
plenwntion. is in ch<lrgt' of 
the Old lVbn 's c reek pro­
ject ~•nd w i llc~ lll the meet ­
ing< t.l('t 'ordi ng to Br~·;_ mt . 

county . I~IIHiownt•rs t l~l' ht'd a iul a soun.·t• loealPcl. would t ' ~tll to r an t>~pt•mti- .J~Iy tt~ July year so that f g. e ~-s·tda ll_ed ~~m! 3? a< r es 
loW<I ( t'<br 1"1\'l'l' h<.1s111 tun• ot !$ l:W.O(HI,Uotl 111 1!)79 plans tor the 1977-78 vPar 

0 
rasse "atcrway s done. 

pi;11L . lo ,_,, ... l St'IWtor Dick Cl<.1rk with an inen•ast' to $1 hil- an• just now in the foa:mu- Nine erosion st ructures 
. liP told tlwm a plan must h<ts introdttced lcgisl<.~tion lion b~· 198:~ and a continua- latin• stages. In the next ·and ponds ha\·e been done: 

bt• dt•n•lopNl bv Non·m- that woulll authorize'-' new lion of the $1 hi Ilion len·l hu· :vt•ar, Bryant estin1ates, however. Bryant added. 
b('t". H)78, in ordt;r to imph'- ,·olunt<.try soli consl'l"\"<.1 - tlw rwxt st•n•n years. l20,f}(}() ft•et of terraces wil.l there will probabfy be 
nwnt the h•dt'ral aet whi('h tion cost -slwring prog r<.un Tl 

1 
.
1 

• bt• eonstruc.ted in -the about .W more ponds d<mc 
('ails l"or watt•rs that an• dl'signcd to help f<lrml' rs .. t_w ('0 \ 11.1 ) ' . : 01 ,c,o_nscr- <·ount~· alon~ with :wo.ooo yet this summer since con­
fishahh• and swimmahh• h~· and rur~d <.1re~1s meet tlll' n• - 'd ~~~~ r Sll) ~( t; _(Sl_Sl . Is h•pt o~· wc..ttt't"Ways and tea·- stru~tion on them is just 
l!IS:L ~It> a£h~l'd th~· plm~will quircn_H·nts of the sti.11l' ;1 _nd · ~1Y11 ./~ 1 ~ -~) 11. ~ PI ob~t .dJ~d ~·a<·.t' l1l_e~ and 2~ plus pond~ gettmg_ started . _ . 
nt'<'d mpul tromlarnwrs to are ~IWtde v.·~1 tc r qu_~drty _

1
t . n 1\ c,d 111 tht; b~ts 1. 1 ~ m <.tddttwn to .W aeres ol. He. \\ent on that ~o sedJ -

su<TPPd. plans , ~ 1 ccordmg to the pl. 11 t~ nd tht Old M_dll s grasst•d waterways. ment and W<.ttcr control 
, . . . .. .. , . , . , . ,. . cn·t.·k w<tll'rsil cd prO.Jt'ct: , , . .. · . .· 1 · ·· · 1 · · ' · : · , , . 

. Some drssl'll S H~II chd sur- . _l<_':'d S_o.r_l _C <mscJLi t wn- how<' \' l'l'. tlw SCS office ~ tl - l_ l~t' olllce <.~ssls ts wtth :d~ll~s. 1.H_e disc~ b~e~l <.: <~~1~ 
li.l('l ' ' It till' llH.:'ei.Jl1gS ·d)Ollt 1St pubiildtlOIL . . k "tl t ) I. \\Til ing new COllSl'l'\' "ltiOII . till( ltd 111 the ldSt :-iiX • . · · ~ 'l'l, 1 -11 . It . tl .· , so \\or·s \\"1 1 coun v · <.~r - . ... · • m onths 
110\\ t l-ll' lll1pll'men t<. l t lOll or H )I V. Oll ( :Ill H>ll/.C llH' J'S to . •k j .. I" .·_ pli.tns lor llldi\'ldUi.li 1"<.11'111S . . 

tl I 
· · · the S('("J"l't ·lr\" ot "1°l"l (' LJI - · \\ 01 

Olh 
1
'
1

1< 
1
' 

1 1 · 1 · · · ' H' p <. tn IS, to be JWid . Some · • · • ~ ct ua l soi l l'onsen .. 1tion pl-tns ~Ill( v.1t 1 re\' ISIIlg ones ~~~ - Tht' SCS oHi<"t\ ·\Jso oHP r<.; 
(·<>Lil1t\· , .. 11"111"1 '~· t"c"l t ll "l t ture to de\·cloj) ~md ltllj )ll'- J . . • •. . 1''·'" 1'1\· ,·11 " '"l· ... ·t"ll'''' Ll l I . I .'· . . • . '"" ,., . '"" . • , . ·. . .· , . or \ "<. trtou s consen· ~ltJOII "''-. . '"" ·"' ., '"" '- '- · H' t'<' llllt'a asstslanl'<' rH·-
st_IWl' stopJ.)lllg so~ I en~sw _n 111_~ nt <~ . 11 · ~ tJOn - ~ 1 ~1 : ~H ~> - mt.·:.1sun·s. Dunng the ~- (' <. lr :. II most c(•ssar,Y to tiU' ft•dt•n ll agr i -
'1: 111 IH·nl'llt not JUSt IIH il- g t <~ ll _1 ol \Oiuntdl ~ l OSt - ~~- cotnj)lt:tc-d the l ow <.~ ccrunt\· <·ullttl"tl st·•l>·l · · t . · · d . . ·I . . I t I . I w , k I) 1) . " . .. . . 1- • " I 1/. d lOll d ll 
\' !duals. butyl! persons. till' ~ - 1 ~ 1 ~ Ill~, ~llll __ c<.' 111~(.'<.1 . :.1~ - . _ or · ':.'~ rp.Jt'tts , . ollrct.' ll<.~d $GO.OOO _ in cost <·onst'r\· a lion s pn· i<'e 
st <.~ ll' :.md IL'd<.·~~~~~ gon·rn- s1st~1~Ht. .Y~ l.t1 .11lt;l~ . .1~1.<~ . Br~.tnt :-..tid one out ol sh;ir_lll_g _tunds ~ l\ ' i.lil ~thl e to (1\SCS) oHil't' in carn·ing 
nwnts should . IIIWIH'l' i.lll\" ot_ht I _ Ill~ ,_d l~lndm\ lilts Jour I <.~rmers 111 the t•ount~ · I)(' <II\"ldt•-<1 t.IIIHlllg those re- • 

. . lll'l't'ss~ 1 ry Jirojel'ts 100 pel·- \nth pnont1cs gi \:Cll to pol - ~1sk the S('S office for llclp questin g funding . (Pl<'<.~sc turn to puge 21) 
A t the m c_cUngs . whrch cent: othl'rs. lwwevc1·. lel'l I · · ·- ··--- - --- ·- - - ·-· -~- -- --· - ~- -- ·--- - -- ----------- -· --··-

MePlings \\:Prt' lwlcl in 
Williamsburg 1\Iai·. 2-t. Apr. 
fi and Apr. 1:~ to dis('uss 
wah•r quality standards 
proposi•d h.v \·arious statt' 
and fedt•ral acts ; Tht' llH'C'l­
in~s 'wt•n• ,(_'hairt•d h~· 
('OUn(y soil · <·ommission 
<'hairinan Fred Whitt•. 

wen • c:.d ll' d :.~ s C ~)lJnty l'l' - 100 percent funding would I I 
so_UI'l't' <·oord_matlllg com~ result -in ltHI percent fcd -
mtt_tl'l' llll' t'tlllgs. but to t•r:.d control. I 
w hrl'l_1 ~ 111 .\"0IH' int_c re!it cd A rcsolut ion pussed ~~t t·hc 
W<.ls ln_\"lt l'd . loc<.d l <.1rmcrs Apr. (i meeting did c<.11l tor j 
w c1.'.t.' ~l,ll<!r!He~I .~ :l~out t _I~<.· !HI pcr('ent fumling in <.my I 
I ov. d-(t;dd l 11\ l l . hllslll - pl t.ln dt.'\'elopcd to reduce 
p lan and st~111<brds ol w;ltcr non-point pollution. j 

I 

~ 
I 
I 

., 
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(Continued from p<tgl' 1!.}) ( 

nut that agc•tw~ · ·s soil t'Oil­

st•n·atitm pro.it•<·ts. 
In <tdditit)n to . <liding 

ctin·ctl.\· in tlw :-;oil t-onser- ,. 
, . ~1tion pron•ss the ijl. ·s 
offk~· <d.so ('<IITies ~m f dtF 
cati{Hwl prog .• an~ de~gn-

~ .. d to nwkc sc)iJ const•n·;l- , 
t ~m n•Ic\·ant to both adults i 
al1d children . . . · 

t·i 
Workshop -

Ead1 fall tht• ~Hf~tlf st~m­
rs <.1 <·ons<·n·a1iQ61 .'\\·c;rk­

p <.It Llkt• low<~ ·.for 
h.1Udll'rs in t ht• count\' ~ ·~o 
tll<'Y <·an le<.~rtl ·nwn• ;ihout 
<·i nst'J'\'<.It ion i.llld he he 
able to tt•<.~ch it. 

TIU' otli<'t' also sponsm-,; a 
l'it•ld da,\· for sixth g.-adt• 
studc•nts at lht• t•ounh· lakt• 
during whkh lht• t'hilda·t·n 
rna)· \·isit with hoth plunt 
and wildlife• <·onst•t·ntlion­
ists imd uhst•rn• ' tht• t•«·n-
log)· of tht• pm·k. ' 

Although t lw progr;llll is 
opc.•n to ;.Ill schools in tlw 
<·ouuty only \\'illi<~mshttrg j 
c.·onmtunit\· lws tllkt•n <~d -
\'41n1a!w oi' it. 1 

I\ SJll't'dl ('Ollt.-st f.oroldt•r 
young~h·rs is lwld undc.•r t 
tlw ~u-:..;pi<·t•s of 1 lw SCS 
·nrnq.·. ·r1w t•nt r;u~ts sp<·_<~ k 1 
on s.·uh.wcts dt·~llmg. · wa.th I 
l'Oilst•n·••tion. An <~rt c.mn -
h•st is <II so lwttt t'lll'h ~·va r 
and _h- Ol>t'll to st ud<•nt s I 
thrmfK hout t lw <·.ount , .. . - . \ .. ~"' I 

1~1 c-cmjunt·tim~·ith .JCtlln-
soh aud Washington t•oun-~ 
tit•s tht• I owu t·ount , . S( :s 
ntlit·t• holds u soil .itidgin~ I 
~ntt•st ~ t'ilt'h full whit:Jt 
gi'Vc·s~t~ t m uhotu:=:;-j 
a·it·ultun· stu~lpnt~ u "1~ . 
to tt•sl tltt'ir skills. I 

Thl4 '11JIIl•st \rill f,t. htftil in I 
Iow<t · t·ount~ · this Ltll. Ltsl 
~-t·~~~ - it \\ ;~s tll'<t r K;.tlon<t in I 
\\';tsh1, gtott l 'Ollllt.\· . 
. ·In · tlH· "inll'r. Br~· <~ntj 

s~1id . his olrit'l' gets togt• 
tlwr with t·onst'IT<IIioti ('Oil I 
tr<tctors in tlll·<~n·~• to ;tlt·rt 
tht•tll to dtllllgt•s in_ Ltrious I 

. progt"Wlls <tlltl to · ·tnlpron· 
work~ng n·~;tl io11s~! ips ., · ~" j 

.lui\ 17 the· t·cJinll\.iJ.s 
ullit'~ will huhl its •'ulfuJJ 
air tcmr ul'llu· t·ount \'. H wfh 
ht• lmst•d CH~ tht• J~:dg.ua· Fulk;. 

1 
mann and sun lann sout kr 
Ntst ·ol· Ccmro,·. , ~: 

L't~t n•;~r :"' 'nn- ~tllt .. said.! 
1011 j)~·otilt• t-·auu· t)ut to l~olk j 
llt<tllllS for till' l'lllllld.• tost•t • 
t hl'ir f<~l·: llls frotll t lu· ~ 11 r . I 

Tlw tout~ \\·ill ht· ;1\-;til 
<thh· I I'CIIll !1: :w il.lll. 1111111 t 
:l ::m Jl . lll. II it should r;tin 
tlwt d<t .\' . 'tht· · tou'rs will IH'I 
hdd .JIll\ ~-t. 

fn Ol'iolwr fl nm·rs <llld I 
l<mtlowners tit'l't lH'tl to lwn· 

-. dom· outst<tmling work with I 
soil c.·onst.·rr<ttion on tlwirl 
land art' 1\ollon·d <~t " twn -
(}Lll't. ~ I 
· Thl' winners of t ht• 

'IWll nf:.; <~n· ~ <:JW:-i.l'll jl~· tht• 
t·c itmty soil _<;ommissiotwrs 
~11'ter tlw coilllltissioners 
look on•r tIll' \UII'k dotH' .· 

I 

1\ tc•adu•r is also dwsc·nl 
and hmwn•d at tht• hatulllt'll 
l'or his or lwr wcmk in tc•at'h -
ing t·onst•n·ation. I 

Till' l'Ollllt \ ' \\'illlll'I'S <trt'l 
tJw II l'llll' n' <.I i II t h l' · S I ; t I t • 
contl'st \\'lwn· Br_,.<tlll S<t~·s., 
11w con1pc.'l it ion is llllll'h 
gn•<tter th<tll ~•t tlw- locall 
11.'\'l'l. . 

... • ....... .. l.'i , .. -4 1 _ . ... ,. . ~ t) ... .... .!....!..!.~· )~ ..... , ..... 
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- Have .H.e/d _-series Of Meetings .- - , 
~ , -. • " ' .. I : • 

_Look-For Water Quality .I 
-replacing sectton 16.1 -t ·- (1) which named the water n-p u quality commission as the 

. gover~ing body. of soil con7 _servation practices, andre-
i placing it with the state soil 

· . , conservation committee to 
By Loretta Hanson mission would decide the ~mendments to the bill meeting_ held at Kir~wo<?d folloWI!Jg s~atement to the read: "Best management 

. An area of about 30 water conservation prac- had been drawn .up br co~lege m Cedar Rapids m executivedirector_ofthede- practi~e (BMP) means a 
square miles near the up- tices for all farms and the members of the basm advi- mid-March. . . . partmen~ of envir.onmen- practice or combination of 
per end of Old Man's creek farmer would have to com-_ sory committee . and the . Those attendi!lg the Wil- tal quah.ty .regardmg th~ practices that is adopted by 
northwest of Williamsburg . ply no matter what the cost. state ·policy advisory com- hams burg meetmg voted to changes m the water quah- the state soil conservation 
has been approved as a Recommendations for mittee and presented at a go on record as sending the ty standards documen!~ committee as a rule after 
pilot -project to test various ' problem assessment, ex-:-
kinds of conser.vation mea- amination of alternative 
sures designed to slow run lfractices, and appr'opria~ 
off from farm fields . public participation to be 

The project will involve the most effective, practic-
127landowners in the area. able (including technologi~-

The pilot project is part of _ cal, economic and in<~stitu~ _ 
a proposed statewise wat- tional considerations) 
er quality plan mandated means of preventing or re-· 
by the federal "clean ducing the amount of poilu-_. 
water" act of 1972 which tion generated by nonpoint 
stated the nation's water ·.~ sources to a level compati- · 
shourd be fishable . and ' ', ble with water quality' 
swimmable by 1983. goals." . -

A series of' meetings of _ ~amending section 16.1. 
trees r . (2) to includ€ 
ittee /. . __ .-' ment of soil col 
r soil ~ . : '{ th_e sp~cific 
man · •· With which -thE 
have -~ , ty commissior 
burg t . . '·, regarding c 
; the _:_, ·: ·· ' .. ,~:. measures, to 
ality · · 'N., tinuing plann 

standards and their effect · ·(CPP) means the continu-
on the .county. ' ing· planning process, in-

Pollution Control eluding any revision there-
Uhder the 1972 act the to , required by sections 208 

enviroHmental protection · and 303 (e) of the federal 
agency (EPA) is directed .to water pollution control act 
coordi'nateall the pollution as amended (33 U.S.C. 
control measures while de- ss1288 and 1313 (e))( for state 
partments of environmen- water pollution control 
tal · quality (DEQ) in the agencies. The continuing 
states_ were to handle. point ~>'"-' "~¥?. planning process is a time 
pollutiOn and state so1l con- 1~e- (Please turn to page 7C) 
se rvation services n~-----~---__;;,-_...;.;.;.;;;;;;........,.. ....... ..;;;;;.. .............. =~ 
point pollution. - 11 

Point pollution is that 
which can be traced direct­
ly - as from industrial 
plants or city sewage dis­
posal plants. 

Non-point pollution is pri­
. ricultunil run-off, 

, •• ,.J f,ppd-

~ 

Wa. ter Basl·n Probst if a soil co;nserva- waterways in that part of 
• • · tion plan fo r the county : the county through which 

• 1 would be ''pushed though the ribbo~ of concrete slices 
(Contmued from page 7C) · like the interstate was''. they contmu~d. · 
man of the Land Improve- Probst reiterated that the A_ m ember . of t he 
ment Contr.actors of Ameri- plan is not yet written. a_udien_ce remar~ed that 
ca 208 study committee, but " Individuals haven' t had tile hnes were- broken 
said he wrote the letter as a input into such plans up to when the interstate went 

~ "concerned citizen of the now - now they pave an op- through and _haven't b~en 
state of Iowa. " . portunity. " replaced ~ddmg to eroswn 

The le_tter continued that Probst .said, "We're try- problems _m the Old Man'~ • 
"in order to have meaning- ing to come up with stan- creek basm area . . . 
ful public participation in .dards so DEQ doesn't set " DOT has "gone their 
t~e pla~nin~ certain tech- 'them." As· a group, he said, merry :~ay for years aq_a. 
meal gmdelmes must bees- farmers could exert "a lot years , Probst saitt ~ 
tablished by persons with of power and influence." "farmers have · to get to~ ' 
tecl1nical knowledge and Asked · why Old Man's . gether and yell" · about 1 
understanding of the cur- jcreek watershed was chos- problems with the inter-
·rent problems and a prac- 1 en as a pilot project, Probst state. · , 
tical :sen~e of a reasonable ' I said 21 creek basins in the -"There's a r.e~l chance- to 
solutiOn. - Iowa- Cedar river basin get measures ·. done vou 

Need For Plamiing were considered and Old have wanted to do," Probst 
" If in fact ," he went on, Man's creek was found to ·c;ommented, . , ~ u the plan is : 

"we intend to continue with be typical of creeks in that I written right" ·. ·· ' 
meaningful planning, ' I area. _ : · · · · Probst sa:id the c·ost-shar­
would think _reasonable He added Williamsburg '·ing fac~c;> r- ifhC?'t yet,~et for 

. men must now sit down and was a consideration ·as was the wat~r - quabtY: pla·ns . 
come up with reasonable -th_e interstate going . ·· Public_· n~nefits · . 
~md practical goals that ~ill I through t~e watershed · A resolu~Ion . passed by 
Improve our water-quality. area. · the coordmatmg com-

"These goals should be , Erosion Potential 'IJlittee at the Apr. 6 meet-
. clea~ly defined so that the : White noted Iowa county ing which-had .. !>een .intro­
. public can understand what was chosen from the creek duce(} . by Gahring stated 

• · ·• . • ' • _. • f n nn;n cr fnr 'n rn;ant C, cohnn 1rl .. ; 
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T:wo Lyon Fa s Alive and Well 
By AI Swegle 

Gazette Farm Ed itor 

TqLEDO - The first registered 
Jerseys showed up on the Lyon farm 
some 50 years ago this fall when the 
late Robert Lyon came home with a 
<10'\tl and four heifers. 

Since that time, the word uJer­
sey" has almost become as synony­
mQus witli "Lyons" as the words 
"soil conservation." Both have be­
come a tradition with the family 
through three generations of _Lyons 
and 17 generations of Jerseys. 

The name "Lyon" shows up twic 
in a 1937-38 annual report of the 
East Central Iowa Soil Conservation 
~sn. for Benton, Iowa, Poweshiek, 
and Tama counties. 

Robert and Ear1 
Ope entry was for Robert Lyon 

and another for Barl Lyon. They 
were brothers and partners in th~ 
Jersey dairy business. 

Robert Lyon served as a commit­
teeman with the association in Tama 
county. Three pages of the 250-page 
rei>ort were devoted to a soil man­

demonstration conducted 
..,.,.,.,. ...... --+-•-. farm. Another 

Soil cqnservation has been a tradition of most farm 1 

families in Eastern Iowa, as indicated in thJs two-part 
series carried in The Sunday Gazette during soil stew­
ardship week. 

and JohQ, continue to practice soil conservation on 
their fatheti• pr.iginal farm north of Blairstown. . 

The series is based on a 1~37-38 annual report of the 
East Central Iowa Soil Co~ rvation Assn., which pi­
oneered soil work in Benton Iowa, Poweshiek and Ta­
ma counties. 

·A number of other prominent farm families were 
mentioned in the report besides the two families fea­
tured in this series - -Allan Kline of Vinton and the Ly-

One of the Benton county committeemen in 1 $.38, 
Elmer Santman, continues to live at Dysart, although 
he- JJO longer farms. Santman, 72, started bottling milk 
in 1940 and marketed milk, cottage cheese, and \ce 
cream under the name; Elsan Dairy, in Dysart, Gar i­
son and Clutier through 1956. 

Others mentioned in the report have died, but their 
sons are carrying on the traditions. 1 

on family of Toledo. · 1 

The vice-presideqt of the association was tbe late 
Henry J. Grunewald of Blairstown. flis sons. H~Qty, jr. 

The report was discovered ~ Harry Bryant, Iowa 
county district soil conservationi , last winter while 
arranging files in h!s o~ce in iams~urg. 

I, 
::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~:::;:::::::::::::::·:~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::t:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::;::::::::::;::::.:::!::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::;::::::::::::::::::::::::::;::::::::::::;:::::::::::::::::::::::::;:-::::::: 

devoted to a grassway demonstra- Last week Earl ·stood with other 
tion project_on Earl's place. members of the Lyon family in that 

The 1937-38 report had this to say same waterway :40 years later. One 
of Earl's grass waterway project: . of the family was mowing a bumper 

''There is very little to report on hay crop in the middle of what war a 
this grassed waterway demonstra- deep gully in the 1930s. 
tion for 1938 because this demon- Nothing has been done to that wa­
stration is under complete control terway project in the last 40 years. 
and the waterway is now permanent- Yet, the erosion on the hillside had 
ly established." ' been controlled. The only change in 

The author was right - the wa~ the waterway has been the silting in "'. 
terway was permaneri~ly established. of a pond on the lower end . 

uA Good Job" 
''They· did a gbod job," Earl, now 

81, said as he looked about the field. 
Earl and his brother, Robert, 

started strip cropping, contour farm­
ing, and a crop rotation program. Be­
fore Robert died in 1947, he had the 
distinction of serving on both the 
first soil district and first federal 
farm program committee in Tama 
county. 

Their sons have continued in the 
tradition. 

Robert's son, Russell, 58, has 
been the executive director of the 
Tama county Agriculture Stabiliza- · 
tion and Conservation service since 
1955. The ASCS appropriates money 
to farmers to help pay the cost of 
soil conservation programs. 

Another of Robert's sons, Earl, 
59, was a district soil conservationist 
with the Soil Conservation servi4e 
during the 1940s and 195ia. ·He is 
now an agrlcurtu e · instructor at 
Area One school at Calmar. 

Earl's two sons, Howard, 52, and 
Joe, 48, both have served as Tama 
county soil district commissioners. 

Sons Follow 

ri:ed on down. Russell, Howard and 
Joe are partners in various farnting 
v~nt~s. Howard and Joe are part­
ners b yon Jerseys· on Earl's horne 
place. sell and his son, Bob, , 
are p rs in a separate Jersey op-
eration onRussell's farm. 

All totaled, Russell, Howard a~i'tl 
Jqe have l'ro head of Jerseys in their 
.milking herd on 1,680 acres north f 
Toledq. All but 160 acres is own 
by family members, and all the lei 
is under some type of soil conse 
tion care - . ontouring, terracii'lg, 
crop rotation d grassed land. 

Earl · has lived in Toledo since 
1960, but he makes it out to he 
home farm now and then. Until f1ve 
years ago, Earl was known as the 
"main cultivator" on his sons' farm. 

"I cultivated the crops with a 
tor and two row cultivator ,until 
and I both gave out," Earl quipped. 

"I can't say as though Dad ever 
has· quit farming,'' Joe quickly add­
ed. 

The Lyons first became interested 
in Jerseys when Robert Lyon 
workea as a financial secretary for 
Toledo Heights, an Indian institution 
which had a registered Jersey herd. 

Dairy Partnership 
Robert and Earl formed a dairy 

partnership in 1921, shortly after 
Earl came home from the navy. Rob­
ert purchased the first registered 
Jersey stock in 1926; including one 
of the calves which his sons, Russ~ll 
and Earl, showed in 4-H the follow­
ing year. 

"f you do a little figurin&, you'll 

Members of the Lyon family stand in e middle of a water~ 
wqy ·construCted on this s1te 40 years qgo. The structure has 
controlled soil erosion eve ince. The farm 

The Lyon family tradition of 
farming in partnership has also car-

· oote that I 'was only 8 ye~ old at 
the time, but you have to re.rpember 

was owned at that time by rl Lyon, 81 , 
right. Other family members are, froM left: 
Front, Larry Lyon, 26; Russell Lyon, 58; 
Bob .lyon, 27; Back, Pete Lyon, 21; J 
Lyon, 48; Howard Lyon, 52, and Ec;:rrl. 
Howard's son-in-law, Don Williams, 27, is 
in the tractor cc;»b. 

that 4-H officials were not as particu­
lar about the age requirements back 
then as they are now," Russell noted. 

"I don't remember how we placed 
that first year, but I do . remember 
we won our first purple ribbon (a 
championship ribbon) at the Nation­
al Dairy Cattle Congress in Waterloo 
in· 1930." 

Russell and his brother were later 
named the top Jersey 4-H showmen 
in the state. The award was a calf, 
which later became· one of the top 
cows in Russell's herd. The cow's-off­
spring produced three champions at 
the National Dairy Cattle Congress 
and two at the Iowa State fair. 

Five other me~bers of the Lyon 
family later received the same top 
4-H Jersey project award, "and 
we've been called on to donate a cou­
ple of calves as the prize, too," Rus­
sell added. 

Russell's brother, Earl, still has 
three cows which are descendapts of 
the oPiginal Jerseys purchased by 
their father in 1926. Those cows are 
of the 17th generation. ' 

Jersey Offices 
Joe served as president of the 

American Jersey Cattle club from 
1970 to 1973. He currentl~ serves as 
president of the NationaflAll-Jersey 
Milk program, whose objective is to 
market specially identified Jersey 

milk in principal markets. 
Joe is also a strong advocate of . 

protein pricing of milk, rather th~n · 
pricing milk on the basis of butterfat . 
content. 
• "Back in those days, Dad was 
really out in left field, taking out . 
fences to strip crop,'' Joe said. "But . 
he left the soil in better shape than 
when he got it." 

Russell built a set of conventional 
terraces on 120 acres of his father's 
original farm. in 1948, 1950, and 
1952. The last five years he's con- · 
structed tile inlet terraces on an ad- · 
ditional 240 acres of land. 

"I believe. in it (soil conserva- · 
tion),'' Russell said. ttlf we don't do 

1 it, what are our grandchildren going 
to have?" 



CONCERNE D ABOUT STANDARDS 
- Ron Gahring, Willi<~msburg. to ld a 
group attending a water quality stan­
dard for the Iowa river basi n las t 
Thursday night. that he felt local. 
county input should go into setti ng up 
standards immediately ii)stead of a ll 
regulations being set by the state 
through the tlepartme·nt of environ­
mental quality. Iowa county soil com- · 
mi ssioners lw\'e proposed that an area 
a t the upper end of Old M;_ tn 's creek 

ork·.TOl/Va.rd ·,Wa;tet .. 
P;0-1-IU~:fio-n- -~,ci):t~tt.t:J:J• 

. Fred White. chai I'm an of 
the Io,va countv resource 
coordinating con1mittee re­
ports that work is well un­
derway toward prepara­
tion of the pollution plan to 
be c:ompleted by Novem­
ber 1978. 

White stated the plan is 
mandated by Congress un­
der public law 92-500. also 
known as the federal water 
p ~llution control act . 
amendments of 1972. Ttw 
law calls for restoring and 
maintaining the ch'emi·c<ll. 
physical. and biological 
integrity of the nation's 
s treams. ' 
, Th~ plan to be deYeloped 

· must deal with both point 
and non-point sources of 
pollution. Point sourer pol­
lutio,n includes thr inputs to 
the streams from piprs and 
othe_r · sppcifically identi­
fied sources. while non­
point source pollution in-

· northw_est yf \\:'illiamsburg be utilE~cf.i. 
as a pttot proJ ect to. test methodk.:,.U:t 
lowering non point pollution to mectf'~­
_gulatiohs. Anothe r meeting of th~lowa 
"Cedar ri ver basin will be held f<it~the 
public next Wednesday, Apr. 6. · at;,s 
p.m, at Williamsburg city .hall. W~lter 
qualify standurlj.·' o.tow. ill be :-discussed 
and Steve Prob ' .·oordinator for the 
tow a-Cedar . riv · hsin work f<H' ·-the 
DEQ and SCS• wiJl. be present. M~try 
Welsh. se rving as secretary is <It rigl)t. 

cl~des thP background pol- servancy district .mem- compilation and location or 
lution. which re,aches .tbe bers that funding should be ex.isting local plans, rules;, 
streams in surface· run~ff brought int<;> line with the ·or regulations having. non-: 
from urban. agrieohu,re. planning and . program- point - pollution ramifica-- . 
mining, and timber -lands, ~ming in the Iowa Cedar pro- . tions: c.ollection of soils-and:· . 
rxplained W .. hitc. · He ject. One of the item$origi- ·. cropping .date for ·indivi­
stressPd that everyone in nally slated to be consi- dual · counties to be used in · 
Iowa county will e.ventual- dered in these hearings- S. · .calCulating gross. erosion ·: 
ly be affected by ·the plan 106. the land and water con- Potential: and· most re-: · 
and urges all interested serva tion act- has now be~n -.,,. cently. -the · mailing of an; 
citizens to become in- passed by Senate; Testi- · owner/oper.ator question­
volved in the plaitn.ing pro- mony on this bill is still wet:. - ·nafre in. each county seek,: . 
cess. · - ~ · come , since the .House has /- in-g .J;.1rmer advic_e on soil 

Leonard . Thys·. Iowa ' not ye_t considered this bil~; -: <;!onserv.ation .and water: 
county representative to Thys .said. .,-_ · · · · , , .' :quf,llity .... ~: . :. : 
the Iowa Cedar conservari- · Th,e focus of ~earings now · : 9Jh.e:r.: plai:i~ig · activities 
cy district advisory com- will · be soil' ~on~erval'ioif · to 'b'e undertaken include: 
mit tee. reports that the · problt'ms generally · a~t;l .. d~taile~. study of six small­
committee met Mar. 31 in nrw legislation which Sen:. · ·er. watersheds lo~at~ in­
Marshalltown to discuss ator DJck . Clark is .intro- western Iowa and lowa~Ce-: ·: 
the non-point pollution ducing to prov.de cost shar- dar river basin~; assess· 
planning progress . He said ing and techni~·at. .. assist.- ment and control needs ot 
information is beng gath- ance for farm~rs who- must mine re_lat~d pollu-tion; and 
erect to determine the type. comply wif't the EPA wat- pn'p~ration of &map cia~:. : 
extent and location of non- er quality regulations in .the sifying .the ·relative-erosion , 
pQint pollution in the .vari- future. Comments ·to legis- potentiaf of all wa~ersheds: 
ous areas of the state. · lators are important Thys located in 'the state. 

He pointed out to the con- said. . ~ . . · White-. feels ... thut pm1icF. 
As non-point pollution as~. pation ·by p~ople : of Iowa · 

sessment proceeds, efforts County is necessa•·y· to de- · 
will also be directed ... to- . velop _ t_he . plan . . Both ·;:White. 
ward developing possible and Thys urge anyone in­
alternatives for contt·ol of terested to contact them m·~ 
these problem·s. Thys and . 'B~rnatd E.lwood; ~ BAC 
White agree that the help o[ ·member. for information> 
everyone in Io'\Va county is An area involving about' 
needed to determine alter- 30 s.quure miles of' Old. 
natives. . ' . . . Man .'s creek has lentattVCL 

Some of · the non- poi rit "·ly t:>een chosen as a stud}': · 
' planning activities to dale area for water quality per-· 
include: a report tabylal- taining to the .mmpoint pol;. 
ing current rural .J~nd . usc lu.tion. ·rnfonrwtional meet-

, and cropland soH erosion ings_ are ' b~ing' held on the · 
hazard,s for 34 major wa- subject lJlCltld.ing one: · 
tersheds . of the sU1t.e. ~~ schedu.led · fo.r Apr. .6~. 

·. . ' . . . .. . . ··, · ... •. ., ... .. "- .•. 
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Ron Gahring gave his presentation on Waste Water Treatment at the 
Farm Bureau board of directors' meeting. 

FB board ·votes to. 
~ · support resolution 

Ron Gahring visited with the 
Iowa County Farm ~ureau board 
on waste water treatment. A slide 
presentation on Section 208 of the 
1972 Water Pollution Control Act 
was also presented. 

Larry Beyer made the motion we 
support the following re~lution. 
Keith Erb seconded the motion. 
Approved. The following is the 
resolution: 

Whereas, the Congress of the 
United States in passing PL 
92-500 did establish water 
pollution abatement as a national 
priority and 

Whereas, Section 208 of PL 

92-500 mandates public participa- · 
tion in the development of plan to 
reduce nonpoint pollution of the 
waters to the best practical level 
and 

Whereas, the temporary con­
tainment on each individual farm 
of a QlO rain, along with:other 
management practices best deter­
mined by the individual farmer or 
landowner working with the local 
conservation district commis­
sioners, represents the highest 

_ practical level of abatement and 
Whereas, the decision of how 

such containment on each farm 
should be accomplished can best 
be determined by the individual 

Consider Water Quality;Jn _:~lowa County 
farmer or landowner working with 
the local ·conservation district 

- commissioners, and 
Whereas, the cost-benefit ratio 

of such containment, favors the 
completion of such practices, and 

Several meetings have been held and more are 
scheduled on water quality · standards in Iowa 
County. 

A law passe(;rlJy Congress in 1972 requires that 
all waters be :Capable of sustaining aquatic life 
and be swimmable in 1983. Sometime ago Iowa 
was divided ~nto a number of water basin 
districts, in this area the Iowa-Cedar basin. From 
there the workings began for plans to eliminate 
non-point water pollution. Most of the planning, to 
date , has been done on the state level which is 
causing increasing concer:q on what will be 
mandated for compliance on the local level. It is 
for that reason that county meetings are being 
held so there will be inf>ut into the state document. 
An article on page 5C in the Iowa County Farmer 
section describes some of the meetings that have 
been held since Mar. 24. 

About 3o square miles in the Old Man's creek 
watershed has been chosen for a pilot project by 
the state. This area will be· used to test water 
quality standards on what is being done now, 
problems in that a rea , ways .to solve them and 
whether it can be done in a practical way. 

One of the maJor problems with this project, as 
with any other contemplated to meet the water 
quality standards act , is the non-point source 
water pollution or that which is uncontrolled by 
any person . It results from precipitation, natural 
flooding , snow melt or is not traceable ~o a definite 
source as a_facility or industrial process . 

For example, the rains that inundated tbe 
southwest pa rt of the county in 1974 taking out and 
weakening many bridges in the area would be a 
non-point source. ·one phase of the law Tequires 
containment on each individual farm of what they 
a re calling a Q 10 ra in , the average rain over a ten 
year period. 

One of the major problems, and one in the ·Old 
Man's creek area , has been caused by Interstate 
80. One county s·oil conservationist noted at a 
meeting the interstate is one of the worst polluters 

in the county. Road salt to keep th~ highway safe 
in winter washes off into the ditches and on into· 
streams away from the road. 

Cutting the road through the county altered 
many of the natural waterways and caused m;:1ny 
new waterways to be establisheq . Of course, the 
highway takes care of those waterways im­
mediately within the right-of-way but that fails to 
account for them beyond the fence line toQ,ay. 

Harry Bryant, Iowa county soil conservationist, 
thinks tpat soil erosion may be' controlled down to 
four tons per day in a manageable way. Control 
beyond this will be even more costly. 

There is li'ttle doubt as much as possible should 
be done to control soil erosion loss. The soil 
conservation service, an agency long working in· 
this field, is the proper one to handle it rather than 
a state depautment of environmental quality or 
other agency, particularly setting up-a new one to 
do so. We are much opposed to, a new ag~nCY. : 

We do see some problems for the individual ' 
landqwner faced with need for compliance. At this 
point funding is up in the air and it seems clear 
that the· farmer will be footing part of the bill at 
least. There is increasing talk for the public· to 
pick up most of the,bill through taxation because 
the overall advantage to maintain soil levels at 
present rate ,and to increase the water quality is a 
public concern. , 

Even so the local farmer is going to have to pick 
up a sizeable tab for the work. It will conserve the 
ground, but thbse practices do not always in­
crease prod:uct.iori~ The opposite may occur, or 
those areas require more time in the process of 
doing field work. That's a distinct disadvantage 
for the farmer , and actually for the ·public. · 

Area farmers , as well as the general public , 
need to be aware of the proposals and to add their . 
input into ·planning for the water pollution abate­
ment. · Further meetings are planned by the 
county resource coordinating committee on this. 

Whereas, the general public 
and future generations will be the 
prime -beneficiaries of such 
practices, and 
• Whereas, the landowners will 
be required to maintain the 
needed structures once they are 
completed, ' 

THEREFORE,BE IT HEREBY 
RESOLVED that we, the under­
signed landowners of Iowa 
County, Iowa who were in 
attendance do hereby request 
that the Water Quality Commis­
sion be directed to establish 
standards ana goals for water 
quality and pallution abatement 
which embrace the principles set 
forth in this document; and 
furthermore that the 208 planning 

/ l committee on every level be 
directed to begin planning 
procedures which will give 
effective timetables, approximate 
cost-benefit . ratios, practical im­
plementation procedures and 

., 

' appropriate economic and envir-­
onmental impact statements of 
complying with such standards 
and goals. 

Since the general public is the 
prime beneficiary of this pro-

1 gram, measures should be taken 
to pro_vide funding from public 
funds for 90 percent of the initial 
cost of construction and arrange-

1 ments for long-term low-cost 
government loans to be made to 
landowners to cover the balance 
of the costs·. 



'-.....-. 

-Gazette photo by AI SwegiP 

\ Winter's normally pure white snow had a pronounced charcoal tinge in the last ~torm in Eastern­
Iowa. Winds carried snow and dirt from fall-plowed fields across the state and deposited a black 
blanket in roadside ditches and rav.ines. This photograph was taken near the Cedar Rapids airport. 
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Snow Melt Helps,1, If There l·s Any 
By AI Swegle 
Gazette Form Editor 

The question today is: Will 
moisture from , th,e melting 
snow soak in? 

The answer is: The snow is 
melting in the ground, if it 
hasn't blown away. The 
ground is' so dry that the 
frost line apparently isn't 
hampering the downward 
movement of the moisture. 

The only problem is that 
Eastern Iowa didn't get as 
much snow in the last storm 
as East Coast regions, where 
people there have so much 
snow they don't know what 
to do with it. 

The snow melt is occurring 
because mild temperatures 
have again returned to East­
ern Iowa after a noticeable ' 
absence. Farmers are also "1 
finding that quite a bit of real I 
estate in the form of blown 
topsoil changed hands during 
the winter storm of a week 
ago. 

As a result, the Soil Con­
servation Service has asked 
local offices to file a report 
by next Tuesday on the wind 
erosion problem. 

"The ground is so dry here 
that some of it is bound to 
soak in," Harry Bryant of 
Williamsburg, Iowa county 
soil conservationist, said, 
Wednesday .. 

Steve · Probst of Marion, 1 

Linn cdunty soil,. co,nsecya­
tionist, said snow is provid­
ing more_ rhoisture in fields 

that have had no fall tillage 
or fields that have had con­
servation tillage. 

"There isn't any snow left 
on fall-plowed fields to soak 
in," Probst said. "The snow 
aild topsoil have all blown 
away. 

"Snow was caught i~ four­
to five-inch drifts between 
the rows of stalks during the 
storm and now is soaking in." 

Probst said most of the 
black layer of dirt found on 
snow in Eastern Iowa all 
came from fall-plowed soils. 
The fields are now barren, 
and the melting snow is pro­
viding no moisture, because 
there isn't any snow there to 
melt. 

Bryant and Probst, both 
conservation promoters, say 
this is a good reason why 

farmers should use conserva­
tion tillage methods in the 
fall rather than fall plowing. 
· Crop experts believe more 

moisture will be needed to 
rebuild subsoil moisture lev-

·els for this summer's crops. 
Rainfall last spring provided 
enough subsoil reserves for 
crops to make it through a 
P.rolonged summer dry spell 
without a major crop disas­
ter. Farmers will be looking 
for the same this year. 

Subsoil moisture levels in 
east central and northeast 
Iowa were at the lowest point 
last fall since extension crop 
specialists first started re-

• mrding subsoil moisture 
readings back in the 1950s. 

· The wind erosion problem 
apparently is occarring state­
wide, said Rollin Swank, as-

sistant state soil conserva­
tionist with the Soil Conser­
vation Service in Des Moines. 

Swank said he is concerned 
about the wind erosion which 
may occur within the next 
month, which is typically the 
most severe wind erosion pe­
riod. 

"About the only thing 
farmers can do is pray for 
snow cover to hold the soil," 
Swank said. "This is a serious; 
problem this year, because 
we estimate that as much 
land was plowed this year as 
last when we had the most 
severe wind erosion since 
1968. 

"We are just as concerned 
about water erosion, because 
it does more damage totally 
than wind erosion tradition­
ally does in Iowa." 

~ .?--:LY'-77 

I ;~.Will ·.Aff · B·as 1 n . 
Wate~ Starldards 
Fred White, chairman of quired by public law 92-500 

j the Iowa county resource enacted by Congress in 
c0ordinating committee. 1972. This law pertains to 
announced that Thursday, the pollution of lakes, riv'­

i Mar. 24, at 8_p.m. at the Wil- ers, and streams from wat-

lliamsburg city hall WiJ- er entering them from in­
liamsburg, there wili be a dustrial, municipal and · · 'I public meeting on the pro- farming oberation1" 
posed water quality stan­
dard for the Iowa river 
basin. 

This is an opportunity for 
j local people to have an in­
put into the standards of 
water Quality th:C.t are re-

White encourages any­
one interested to attend this 
meeting and hear the pro­
posed . water: quality stan­
dards and voice their opin­
ions. 

,;:U ,_LU.&.t:lU,o::t- VY111 o:)I.UUV YV1L11 
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' ·ReVolu.tion·ary~.' ~~ ·ldeaS ;::rWOrked 
LAI50RA - Sylvester 

Skerman, 90, got qut of the 
house one day last week for • 
the first time since Thanks-. 
giving to show visitors some 
"revolutionary" ideas he 
tried some 40 years ago. ' 

Sherman was one of the 
first in Iowa. county to try al­
falfa, to try bromegrass, to 
try contouring, to ouild ter­
races, and to try strip-crop­
ping. He was one ·of the first 
to try phosphate fertilizer 
and to drill corn instead of 
using the old-fashioned check 
wires. 

All those "revolutionary" 
ideas back then are common­
place today. 

Sherman talked about 
them all as he showed visi­
tors the legacy he is leaving 
to the future on his 160-acre 
farm four miles northwest of 
Ladora. ' 

The windbreak he planted 
·around the now . century-old , 
farmhouse in 1936 still 
stands. That same year he in­
stalled 3,150 feet of terraces. • - Gazette photo by AI S:'fegle 

The. twin terrace lintts can 
still be seen on his back forty 
from the gravel road in front 
of his old homestead. 

Sylvester Sherman~s · lengthy 1 exploits as an in.novative Iowa county 
farmer were written up .in a 1937-38 soil cons.ervation annual report, which 
he holds. A windbreak he planted in 1 9 36 is pictured behind Sherman. 

' . The conservation improve­
ments were all done with abandoned the idea. "Not' all 
horsepo~er. He didn't buy a our (soil conservation) ideas 
tractor until1940. ' worked, but at least we 
' The land around Ladora is tried," Bry'ant explained. 
rich in tradition for Sherman. The ·windbreak he planted 
His father was seven years in ·1936, however, was cer­
oid when the first Shermans tainly a success by soil con­
came from New Hampshire· servation standards, because 
to settle in Iowa county in the trees are still , full and 
1850. · erect. Sylvester said he 

Sherman was 19 yep.rs old would have preferred to have 
when his father died. He planted all Douglas fir, but a 
farmed 1 with his mother for few Norway spruce got 
six yea.rS before starting .out mixed in the order. . 
on his own in 1911. He Dean Ward uses strip-crop­
farmed the same 160 acre ping on his farm, as his y.rife's 
farm up until seven years ago grandfather trie4 some 40 
when he rented it to his son, years ago. But Sylvester said 
Harold, now 65, also of La- he wasn't really satisfied with 
dora. the way strip-cropping 

Now he lives with is grand- worked back then. "You 
daughter, Naomi, and her couldn't graze the land, and 
husband, Dean ·ward, on a the grasshoppers got in the 
farm two-and-a-half miles alfalfa so bad," he added. 
northeast of Ladora, but he Sylvester took some rib­
still gets out to .work on the bing from his neighbors, tdo, 
Ward's 520-acre farming op- when he tried alfalfa back in 
eration during the summer- 1927 and bromegrass shortly 
time. ·after that. 

"You can't keep- him in- "One of my neighbors said 
side," Mrs. Ward s.aid. he thought I planted quack-

Sylvester gets around with grass when he first saw my 
the help of a walker, but he's bromegrass," Sylvester 
retained his sense of humor. joked . . 

"You want to know why· 1 

I've stayed around so long?" • 
Sylvester asked while tour-
ing the countrysid~. "They 
haven't decided which way I' 
should go - up or down." 

Harry Bryant of Williams­
burg, the Iowa county soil 
district conservationist, told 
Sylvester he thought Sylves­
ter should attribute his long 

li6~~::; ~i::t~i~~~· blacfl 
locusts back in the 1930s, and 
Bryant pointed out that soil 
conservationist have since ------·-----~ 

. . 

First of Three Farm Pages 

Up until then, farmers 
seeded clover and timothy 
for hay crops, which general­
ly did not survive more than 
one groWing season. Farmers 
also got an extra cutting from 
the new alfalfa crop. Alfalfa 
produced . three cuttings of 
hay,· while clover provided 
only two cuttings. 

His son, Harold, was a 
longtime member of the Iowa 
county soil commission. 
Sylvester himself was never 
o~ the boards because "you 
don't make mile~ money 
doing thatt," he quipped. 

"Grandfather wasn't afraid 
to , try th~gs that sounded 
reasonable," his granddaugh-

ter, ·Naomi, said, "but he 
made sure the things were 
reasonable before he tried 
tfiem." 

Besides keeping his sense 
of humqr, Sylvester still dem: 
onstrates a great deal of fam­
ily pride. 

When he · arri~ed back 
home, he was eager for ·his r 

visitors to see tl,le hew hog 
finishing facility on his 
granddaughter's 'farm, but 
Naomi . said they, like most 
farm fammes, 'are concerned 
about visitors spreading 
swine• disease at farrowing 
time. 

Sylvester was asked if he · 
thinks soil conservation pays. 
.. You bet.'' he replied. 

} . 
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DISTRICT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Major Practice Unit 1976 -- --
~ Contour FarminiJ Acre 

I 

1,054 \ 

Diversion Terraces Feet 13,400 
· Ponds Number 11 

Erosion Control Structure$ Number 8 
Grassed Waterways Acre 

I 

29.4 , 

Terraces ...... :.' Feet 
.. 

140,770 -~-
Tile ' ' Feet ~ 339,591 

\. ,, . ....,... 

Other Services 
! 

~- Individuals & Groups Assisted Number 
. Individuals~ Groups Applying Number 

Practices 
. Referrals Serviced • Number 

Planning Practices 

-New 0 istrict Cooperators. Numbe·r 
· ·,Basic Conservation Plans Number 

Basic Conservation Plans 
Revised Number . 

FIEL.D OFFICE ,PERSONNEl, 
' . 

r~. , 
·' 

Harry Bryant, District ConsePVationist 
Clem McBride, Conservation Technician 

Lennis Doehrmann, State Clerk 
Millen Sandersfeld, Conservation Aidfl 

329 
169 

111 

59 
37 

10 

AREA OFFICE PERSoNNEL · 

Keith Glandon, Area Conservationist 
Marvin Parmer, Civil Engineer 

Francis Vos, Civil Engineer Technician 
. Wilma Kimball, Area Clerk. . 

Lorne ~estrude, Soil S~ientist : 

WILDLIFE AND BIOLOGY SPECIALISTS 
AVAILABLE ON -REQUEST 

DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS 

Larry Beyer, Chairman · .... Keith Enochson 
11 Greg Misbach, Vice-Chairman Vernon Sandersfeld 

' t,t: 

Fred White 

ASSISTANT COMM ISSION.ERS 

David McCartney 
Mary Welsh . , 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

Gary Drefke, Lutheran lnterparish 
Mary Welsh, Williamsburg Community 
Corrine Tandy, Deep River-Millersburg 
' Pauline Reed, English Valley 

· Mildred Kinzenbaw, H LV Community 
Andy Rowe, Iowa Valley · 

Norbert Wenzel, St. John~s Lutheran 
Robert Van Cleave, Amana Community 

' . ·~ 

i 

\ 

' 

. I 

LARRY BEYER 
Commissioner 

GREG MISBACH 
Commissioner 

KEITH E!\OCHSON 
Commissioner 

NEW DISTRICT COOPERATORS FOR 1976 

Lerpy Bral 
Iva Lillie 
Hugh O'Meara 
Ron Gahring 
Dean Border 

· Harold McClenathan 
Jlean Eggert 

· Joe Wolfer ,; · 
Dick Mouchlta 
Leo Mckenni ,, · , 
Charles A. Lortz ;·. ·· · ,·~, · ' 
Larry Schafbuch · 
Martha Story_ 

Bill Zimpleman 
Orlo Collingwood 
Mildred Koehn 
Kenneth Davis . 
Ben Vercande 
William Wyant . 
Orrin Ward 
Estella Brimmer 
Ann Miller. ! 

Thomas McKanna 
· , - Louis. Kaplan · -~ 

Monte Roof 
R. W. Richardson · 
William· Blythe 

· .-,. · Norman Axmear-. 
Michael & Dick Elwood 
Bernard Himmelsbach 
Gordon M~Caw · 
Stuart Blythe 1 
D'ryl Wagn,r . 
William Lewis 

Raymond. Hiitman . 
Ronald Monr 
Richard Wagne;. 

: ' Dave Fetzer . · 
Don Gingerich 
Truman Schmidt 
Richard Meyer 
Gerald Carlson 

Myron Rathjen 
Mrs. Eugene Peak 
John DeSmet 
Dean Schropp 
1Robert Walker 
Dwight Gildem~ister 
Dean Wyant 

· Ken Boeke . 
I John Hacker · 

John O'Brien 
'Leo Haack Gerald & John Greene 

Wayne Schafbuch 
· Robert F ant 

C & M Farms, .lnc.­
Ed Konicek 

Harold Bender 

B,ASIC CONSERVATION PLANS FOR 1976 

Dennis Sandersfeld Don O'Brien 
Eugene Teggatz · David. Horras 
Glenn White Lyle Root 
Hugh O'Meara Raymond Heitman 
Wilfrid Lillis Robert Iburg 
Harold' Iburg Est~lla Brimmer 
John Rush · . Charles A. Lortz 

- Iva Lillie Leo McKenna 
R. W. Richardson Truman Schmidt 
Don & Ed O'Brien James Baldwin 
Jerald McCaw , . Kenneth Davis 
M. G. Heitman · ~ Dick Mouchka 
Alma Heitman Leonard Collins 
Mildred Koehn Wayne Meade 
William Roemig ! · Orrin Ward . (· 

Milton Maack/ · Ronald Mohr 
Thomas McKenna • Dave Fetze~ , 
Paul Rudin C & M Farms, Inc •. 

~irst ,Presbyterian Church, Mt. Vernon 

BASIC CONSERVATION PLANS · 
REVISED FOR 1976 

Dan Miller, Jr. 
Russell Pen·ce 
Dwight Slaubaugh 
Garland Haselhuhn 
Howard Webb 

E. J. Schmuecker 
Dairyl Grimm 
Lowell Luhman 
Mary-Siaubaugh 
William Blythe 

\ 

' 
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, •. • ,! FINANCIAL REPORT 

1-M Budget Receipts 
, $ 1:475.00 

DiSbursements 
Allocation 
Commissioners Expenses $ 382.30 
Offic~ Supplies · 
Printing 

457.11 
253.20 
.136.98 
206.35 

Priies for Contests 
Office Expense 
Meeting Expense 
Total Expended'·. 
Released 

29.50 
~r-· -,-1 ,-=-"46~5.44 

11:M Budget 

Allocation 
Clerical and Technical 
Travel 
E-quipment 
Total Expended . 
Released 

$. 9,250.00 

9.56 
$f,475Jl0-. 

$ 8,537.02 
101.08 . 
447.76 

s··s:oss.86. 
164.14 

s-9 .25lf.OO 
We wish to thank the following pl!ople and businesses for their con- , l. ~'t!'~ ~" ~1>'~< . . 

tributiO(lS to the financial support of the· Iowa Soil Conservation District. -~-f{?.~tY ~· · ~­
Cedar Valley Distributing Co.; Patron's-Mutual Ins.; T.I.P. Ru~al El~- -.:~ '•,.; • • ; . 

·-tric Helen Donahoe; Chris Swartzendruber; Harold ~herman; Diek Mou­
chka; Ron Ahrens; Raymond Murphy; Ches Freshour; Rudolph Hagen & 
Son; Dan E. Miller, Jr.; Ronald Mohr; Edwin Yoder; Levine Co., Inc:; 
Duane Schwarting; Duane Bloome; Marengo Elevator; Millen Sandersfeld; "' 
Elwood Bros.; Delmar & Larry Wetjen; Leo Kelly Co.; Rick Gates; · 
Donald Baker; Richard Wetjen; Gahring Construction; Iowa County Farm 
Service; Bey.er Farms; Harold Koehn; David Horras; V.R. Points; Roy L. 
Yoder; Swartzendruber ~umber; Leonard Thys; Rhinehart's; David Me 
Cartney; Dietrich Construction; Pauline Lillie; Ralph Leigh; John Maxey; 
Amana Society; Lloyd Rank; Funk Seeds International; Citizens State 
Bank; Farmers Trust &· Savingi Bank; Security Savi.;'lgs Bank; !owa 
County Savings Bank; Wellman Savings Bank; Farmers Savings Bank~ Vic­
tor; Farmen Swings Bank, Norttt English a First Trust &Savings Bank. 

111-M Budget (197S.7~) 

Allocation 
Additional Allocation 
Disbursed to Farmers -

- 111-M Budg&t (197&-ri) 
' Allocation 

Additional Allocation 
Disbursed to Farmers 
Obligated Funds 
Unobligated Funds _ 

Revolving Fund · 

Balance on Hand l- 01-- 76 · 
Receipts- Contributions 
Receipts · Reimbursements 
D isb u rsem ents 
Balance on. Hand 12 · 31 - 76 

JUN.E 

JULY 
FRED WHITE 
CollliDiYioner. 

~~ . ~-· ! l i 

Seated L to R: Har·ry Bryant, District Conservationist and 
Lennis Doehrmann, District Clerk. Back- Row L to R: Clem 
McBride, Technic.ian and Millen Sande'rsfeld, Conservation 
Aide. 

"' 
·- DISTRICT ACTIVITIES 

JANUARY ~ * Contractor-Farmer Meeting held January 8. 
* Commissioners Meeting held January 13. 
* Commissioner:s Short Course at Ames held 

on Jan·uarry 20 and 21. 
FEBRUARY ' * Tree & Wildlife ·Information ·Meeting held 

February 13. . . -

MARCH 
'--

AP.RIL 

MAY 

* Commissioners Meeting he@ February 17. 
' Iowa Soil Conservation Resource Co.ordina­

ting Committee Meeting held February 19. 
c* Contribution Letter Mailed. 
* Annual Report published March . 11 edition 

of the Iowa County Advertiser. 
* Commissioners Meeting held March 16. 
* Education Committee met March 22. 
* Regional Commissioners Meeting held at the 

· · Highlander Inn, Iowa City on March 24. 
Commissioners Dick Mouchka and Fred 
White, District Clerk Lennis Doehrmann and 
District Conservationist Harry Bryant atten­
ded. 

·* ·Commissioners Meeting held April 20. · 
* Tour to pick winners for the Iowa Soil Con­

servation Awards Program was held April 21. 
* Annual Art Contest was held May 7. Winners 

were: Senior Division; ·1st. ·Darrell Schwar­
ting, 2nd. · Kevin DoehrmaJ!n, 3rd. - Greg 

VERNONSANDERFELD 
Commiuiooer 

MARY WELSH . 1 

" A•i.stant Commissione~~ 

· DAVID McCARTNEY 
A•istant Comm~ner 

AUGUST 

SEPTEMBER 

OCTOBER 

NOVEMBER 

DECEMBER 

$28,000.00 
4,173.38 

$32, 173.38" 
- . 

$41,000.00 
$18,800.00 

$ 

$48,295:66 
-- ~,900.00 

,604.34 
sss:soo:oo-

412.92 
1,590.28 
1,236.03 

$ 2,952.38 
287.85 

Gaines; Junior Division: 1St. - Becky Witte, 
2nd. - Doug Teggatz, 3rd · Brenda Arp; Ele­
mentary Division: 1st. · Mary Wetjen, 2n~. · 
Paul Werner, 3rd.- Warren Jordon. 

* District Newsletter published May 13 edition · 
· of the Iowa County. Advertiser. 
* Commissioners Meeting held May 18. 
* Mary Welsh was appointed as Assistant Com­

missioner. 
* A conservation ·tour of completed projects in 

the county was held for the commissioners 
and their wives with supper following at the 
Landmark Restaurant on June 2. , 

* Commissioners Meeting h~ld June 15. · 
* Special Commissioners Me&ting held July 1 

foltowing annual picnic at Lake Iowa. 
* Warm Season Grass Tour to Creston, Ia. was 

held July 15. · 
* The district sponsor~d an air tour July \8. 
* Commission~" Meeting held July 21-. 

* Commissioners Meeting held August 17. 
* Iowa County Teachers Conservation Work-

shop was held August 25 at Lake Iowa. · 
* Conservation Tour for ASCS Committee and 

Office Personnlll. was held August 26. 
* Training Sessibn held at the lronmen Inn 

was held on September 8. Attending were 
DiStrict Conservationist Harry Bryant, Tech­
nician Clem McBride and District Clerlt. len­
nis Ooehrmann. 

* Commissioners- Meeting held September 21 
with election of officers being held. Elected 
were: Chairman, Fred White; Vice-Chairman, 
Keith Enochson; Secretary-Treasurer, Lennis 
Doehnnann. ' · 

* Fall Teachers Work$ho.p at Camp Ewalu was 
held October 3 & 4. Attending from Iowa 
County was Kathy· Stewart, Williamsburg 
Elementary School. 

* District Speech and Essay Contest was held 
October 6. Winners were: Speech Contest, 
1st. - Lamar Shima, 2-nd · Arlin Karsten, 3rd. 
Kenneth Ward; Essay Contest: 1st. · Angela 

' Bendorf, 2nd. - Twinkle Dawson & 3rd. · 
. Brenda Arp. . · . 

* Soil Judging. Contest was held Octo~er 12 in 
Johnson County. Cont~ was sp_onsored by 
Iowa, Johnson & Washthgton Sod Conserva­
tion 0 istricts. 

* Commissiona.;s Meeting held October 19. 
* Annual Conservation Awards Banquet was 

held October 20 at Middle America Restau­
rant. Winners were: New Cooperator Divi­
sion, Kenneth Davis; Owner-Operator Divi­
sion, Russell Pence; .Owner-Tenant Division, 
F.~Tomasek-Richard Bean. and K-8 Teach- - · 
er uivision, Laurenna Hammes. . · · 

* Regional Commissioners Meeting & Speech 
Contest was held at ·· the Highlander Inn, 
Iowa City November 8. Lamar Shima placed 
second jn the regional speer.h contest. . 

* Special Commissioners Meetin"g held Nov.i. 
* Annual Commissioners & Clerk Conference 

was held November 29, 30 & December 1. 
* Commissioners Meeting and Christmas Party 

was held December 16 at the Highlander Inn 
Iowa City. · 

I 
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Eight Coimt-----._."i~i - N-ame ·Ntiw 
SOil · Commission . Chairmen 

New chairmen were elect­
ed by soil commissioners in 
eight counties in The Gazette 
circulation area in elections 
this month. 

New chairmen head the 
soil programs in Benton, 
Buchanan, Delaware, Fay­
ette, Iowa, Johnson, Keokuk 
and Linn counties. Soil offi­
cers were re-elected in Alia­
~. Cedar, Clayton, 
Jones, Tama and Winneshiek 
counties. _ 

Soil officers for the coming 
year are listed below: · 
• Allamakee county: Chair­
man, Lloyd Meehan, Harpers 
Ferry; vice-chairman, Leon 
Schoh, Dorchester; secretary, 
Mrs. Mary Winters, Waukon; 
apd treasurer, Dennis 
Byrnes, Dorchester. 

Benton county: Chairman, 
Roman Gardner, Garrison; 
vice-chairman, Henry Ly­
phout, Vinton; secretary: 
treasurer, Mrs. · Connie 
Lange, Vinton. -

Buchanan county: Chair­
man, Glen Burrows, Bran­
don; vice-chairman, Dan 
Fangman, Monti; secretary, 
Janice Devens, Indepen­
dence; treasurer, Jim· Walk­
er, Independence. 

Cedar county: Chairman, 
Elmer Wilke, Tipton; vice­
chairman, Kenneth Mather, 
W~t Liberty~ secretary, Ken 
Muller, Tipton; and treasur­
er, Mrs. Hilda Carey, Tipton. 

Clayton CQUDty: Chairman, , 
Eldon Kruse, Elkader; vice- ' 
chairman, Bernard Hanson, 
Elgin; secretary-treasurer, , 
Mrs. Mary Carnes, Elkader. 

Delaware county: Chair­
man. Larrv Knipper, Hopkin-

J'> 

ton; vice-chairman, Paul retary-treasurer, Mrs. Rose 
Gienapp, Hopkinton; secre- Marie Austin, Anamosa. 
tary-treasurer, Mrs. Pat Mak- Keokuk county: Chairman, 
er, Manchester. David Flint, What Cheer; 

.Fayette county: Chairman, vice-chair~an, Don Milliken, 
Paul Schuchmann, jr., Arling- Hedrick; secretary, Mary 
ton; vice-chairman, James Glentzer, Sigourney; and 
Stewart, Oelwein; ~retary, treasurer, Laurena Hammes, 
George Halstead, West Un- Sigourney. 
ion; and treasurer, Frank Unn county: Chairman, 
Thyer, Randalia. David Booth, Central City; 

Iowa county: Chairman, vice-chairman, Jack . Scott, 
Larry Beyer, Marengo; vice- Marion; secretary, Dorthea 
chairman, Greg Misbach, Lillie, Alburnett; and treasur-
Marengo; and secretary- er, Morris Neighbor, Marion. 
treasurer, Mrs. Lennis Tama county: Chairman, 
Doehrmann, Williamsburg. Kenneth Bruene, Gladbrook; 

Johnson county: Chairman, 1 vice-chairman, Harry Scurr, 
John R. .Lindemann, Iowa Ci- Gilman; secretary-treasurer, 
ty; vice-chairman, Fremont Mrs. Audrey Wheeler, Tole- ·· 
Isaacs, Iowa City; and secre- do. ,. 
tary-treasurer, Mrs. Jan Du- Wmneshiek county: Chair-
wa, Iowa City. . man, Harris Buvold, Decor-

Jones county: 'Chairman, ah; vice-chairman, Andrew 
Max Specht, Monticello; Hem~sath, Calmar; secretar-
vice-chairman, . William y-treasurer, Obert Sacquitne, 
Hacke. Center Junction; sec- Mabel, Minn. 

r· - . 

1-J..7-'27 

IOWA COUNTY RESOURCE COORDINATING COMMITTEE 
MEETING 

'\ 

The Iowa County Resource Coordinating Committee bas sche-
.-, duled a meettng for Thursday, January 27, 1977 at 7:30p.m. in 
th~ Soil Conservation Service office in Wil~amsburg . 
. We have progressed to the point whire some important deci: 
sions must be made that will affect all of Iowa County. · 

Your attendance i.s urgently solicited. 

SIGNING UP - Bob Hibbs, district foresfer: Bob 
Kurtt. area wildlife biologist and county soil c:onserv~l­
tionist Harry Bryant waited for more c:ustomers.Jan. 24 
at the ASCS oHice in Willia1'nsburg. People interested in 
planting trees <>r de\·eloping wildlife areas were invit­
Pd to come to the office where orcter forms were avail-

able for those wishing to make orders for trees or 
shrubs, and other printed materials such as how to at­
tract birds to your home was also ~vailable. The men 
said they were busy with persons interested in the pro­
grams during the day. 
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Give.your la~d the shaPe 
you'lllove tO farm ••• 

and boost ,your profits I 
' 

Information Meeting ·on Conservation/Work for 1977 and how to qualify for cost-sharing. Attendance at 
- this -meeting c.ould qualify you for·iJ riority in construction and cost-sharing. SCS Technicians, ASCS 

Personnel and Contractors will be available to answer questions. , 

:">-. 

· M'EETING .WILL BE IN·· .THE WILLIAMSB'URG CITY . HALL . 
J . ' I . . . . • ..... ~- .. . . .· 

~-ONDAY~~~Jl~OA.RY~-~3l~t~.-~30-li:M.~-·-~~~~~~--

J 

. 11 ·a b . ·tOWA COUNTY , 

\..~-. ""_ · . SOIL CONSERVATION 
~ ( DISTRICT 

~if 

~li4 
~ 
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MEETING· SPONSORED BY 
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