
B1·nton Community college• prep English students 
s\\ cpt all three places in the re<·t•nt soil \\.Her conser­
' .ttmn cssa\ contest l~ee stor\'1 :\lulong the pn•senta­
ltons above .1re, lert to nght P.•ul Ande~on , J1m 

Brown and Henrv \'an Eschen BC 11 mnl.'r~ art' Lon 
:\lcKechnie, th1rd- pl<.~ce. Carol Silhanek set·ond place: 
and count\ t'Ss<J\' 11111ner Chen! Becker 

Cheryl Becker Wins Soil 
Conservation Contest 

1 .1t1on or both Chenl Becker. Benton Commun­
I~ ~enwr won first place in the 
recent Sc<·ono Annual Benton Countv 
.Son and Water Conserl'allon ess,l\" 
cuntt'st 

St·cond and I hird places also \H'nt 
tot 11 o fK st•ntors L<.~rot Silhanck and 
Lon McKet·hme The conte~t 11a' 
open to all Benton County h1gh 
schools 

~1.11" \' Bell English teacht'r c·om­
mcnted. " It is an exc-ellent contest 
bt•eause it gives k1ds a difft·rent 
.tudt<'m·c to" nte for Also the toptc 
e;~ch year ts a l"itill concern to 
!011 ans El'ery student 11 ho enters 
tht' contest learns about soli and 
11 ater conservation ' 

prlles 11 ere Henry \ ' an Eschen , Eden 
\1utual Insurance Jim Bra\\ n Dis­
tnct Consen atiomst Paul Ander­
son , ch.urman of Benton Countv Soil 
Conserl'atJOn Commission .. rs · 

The contest was sponsored b~ 
Eden Mutual Insurance of Vinton 
and Benton County Soil Const'rvatJOn 
Commtssion 

Each \ear the theme nl the contt'st 
dPa Is w{th either soil or 11 ater consc1 

B<•cker received $20 for first place 
Stlhanek received $15 and McKech 
nu~ reeetved SIO Pt•esenting thl.' 

Becker's essay w11l go on to the 
regional competition Ht>r wmning 
essay follows 

A Waste 01 Soil Is A Waste 01 Life 
, 8 1 Cher1 I BE'<'ker 

I' ve let even·one do all the t.•lking fot· me but I think 
th.H tt 's about ume I speak for mvsl'lf 

A lot nf thmgs are being said .tbnut mc• For mstance 
there' s talk .1bout me leaving mthe futun but I d like 
to stick around and with e1·ery·orw's l'ooperation that 
may be possible 

lll're in Iowa. JUSt m the last 100 ''ears. I've alread1 
lost half of my most precious part People ' all it "the 
top sotl · -\nd in the 11hole Umted States. I lose the 
producttve eapability of one tu mw and a h.df million 
acres eaeh year That's an an•a equal to more than so. 
cities thc• s1ze of Chicago' 

Unh'ss I am held together b1 sonw sol t of 11 eed grass 
or crop I am I"Ulnerable to erosion So to m1111m1ze mv 
Chances Of se\·ere erosion farrnt•rs lnUSt guard me 
from :\!other ;o.;ature's temper 

\'anous methods ha1 e been del doped to hl'IJ) <·on­
st•rve me A few methods that h.J\"l' bet•n del'eloped to 
hPln nrotPct me aRamst water l.>roston ar(.' ft't tthzallon. 
crop rotations. contour farming and n•duced tillage 
But all the ned1t doesn 't Ro to w,ltl'! eroston there·s 

also wmd Proston and o:-..tdation of my org.mic matter 
In 1011 a . I don 't get blown around as much compared 

to the West and \'orth\\ est where it 's relatl\'ely level 
and otw n 

Oxidatton of m' orgamc matter rsn t eroston. but it 
does do damage When this is occurnng my organic 
maller b being released into the air in the form ol 
carbon monoxide One t hmg. for s11re is that it doesn't 
do any good up there 

A smart I armer wtll do all he can do to protect me 
Bestdt>s prol'tdtng the nutriehrs for his crops. I m h1s 
fam1h·'s future It doesn t do h1m an\ good to h;md 
down to hb sons .md daughters a r.,rm that ·s been m the 
f.tmtly fo1· generattons, but which has httle or nothmg 
left of ml' 

\\"ht·n the land tsn 't managed well I lose much of m1 
contents and <~lso waH•r 1s lost-water that could hal'e 
been retamed ;~nd put to good use if I would ha,·e been 
prepared propt>rh 

Om· last thtng th.ll I would like to sa\ If vou don ' t 
protect me I won't be a round and neitht•r wtll rou' 


