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~LUI\liRAPIDS (AP) - All 
1dants in a criminal 

~~~·~,. tria• were found 
l!!ilXent · a Linn County jury 
Thilrsda~ fternoon 

Afler quitting the seven 
the jury foreman 

m to use other means 
ng themselves in the 

-ges grew out of an 
ly 6. The seven, f1ve 

/ to scale 
J\rno•d 
Palo 

two women, were 
· floating down the 
r in a canoe and trying 
! walls of the Duane 
1ergy Center near 
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end 

WAl~ . .OO <APl- It started 
lOd trick , but it didn't 
t way 
·p, of Kutstown, Pa., 

u; 'faterloo tavern early 
'll!!lrsda) :.nd pointed out to some 

1t he could eat glass. 
> began munching on 
;es. He got about two 
1 an unidentified man 

ran up j began choking hlm 
'l'fapp~ treated and released 
~ a terloo hOISpital 
I!GI' . shortly after that, 

Carl C1 "ell, Cedar Rapids, 
decided • could do the same 
tJung C Nell got through about 
1Ja1f a ss. Shortly after, he 
tegan ling badly and was 
tJkeD t a Waterloo hOISpital, 
;fbere • was treated and 
rtlea 

Vo I ·ks 
fori nates 

DESJ INES <APl -Inmates 
a! tbesO ;"state Penitentiary in 
rort son wiU have to take 
lbCir pe nal locks off their cell 
~ 1\ I the prisocers aren't 
hlPPY al ut it . 

HalF rier. director of adult 
~ti ;, says he is aware of 
uunates hreat.s to hold a cell 
trike the locks are not 
~~~ on the cell doors. 
r--: shave been permitted 
~ eir own combination 

10-ciS ;heir cell doors when 
I. . gone to secure their 
~ oroperty in the cells. 

Kir~ L'OOd gets 
Cubjn students 

TlNE CAP) -
Community College m 

~.-or >ids will be one of five 
....- s m Iowa that will 

:na~ ot program Nov 15 for 
()I students who were 

16 JJe from various 
~ets,l es In Havana last 

~··' Ients are between the 
d an•25 

16~ ctor of the program is 
Yi )n, 68, of Muscatine, 

fUill
5 

nearly 30 years as a 
~~.cal >rofessor in Havana 
~~~""' '8ping in 1960. 
tl!l~ 11d each student will be 
~.u screened. and given 
~.- .t.s to see how much 
~ ~ will need to qualify for 
:: cbq •n career 
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East end of building nearly totally destroyed 

Fire ravages half of ASCS office building 
TIMESNEWS - Offices at the U.S 

Department of Agriculture Extension 
Building across from the Benton County 
Fairgrounds are temporarily out of order 
following a Friday moring fire here 

The east f'nd of the bUilding was mostly 
destroyed, said Willie Hansen of the 
Agriculture Stabilization and 
Conservation office. Office eqUipment 
including desks. calculators and 
typewriters in the east end of the building 
were destroyed, although the paperwork 
was not, Hansen said 

Firefighters made a second trip to the 
scene when the fire started up again after 
the firefighters bad gone thinking the fire 
was out. 

The Soil Conservation Commission 
office, which in the west end escaped the 
brunt of the fire's destruction. will be 
relocating temporarily across the street at 
the fairgrounds, according to the SCS's 
Robb Morrow. SCS pel"'.onnel began 

moving office supplies early this 
afternoon. 

The SCS office sustained only smoke and 
water damage, but no figures on total 
damage to the building and its contents 
were available at press time. 

The fire apparently started m the wiring 
above the suspended ceiling of the Ag 
Stabilization office. Hansen said offi~ 
workers first knew something was wrong 
when a bank of lights went out 

Shortly after that, fire appeared around 
a light fixture Employees reached tor a 
fire extinguisher and for the phone to call 
the Vinton Fire Department. 

Hansen said no one knew how long the 
fire had smouldered in the attic before it 
was noticed. 

The Ag Stabilization office, Hansen said, 
probably would not reopen on a temporary 
basis, but workers would probably load the 
paperwork into a van and seal it up until a 
permanent headquarters 1:. reopened 

Ceiling meets 

the floor 

A light fixture hangs down from the- ceiling in the gutted 
east end of the ASCS building, nearl} touching the remains of 
a desk at the bottom of the photo. Office equipment, including 
dl',ks , calculators, typewriters and other electronic 
equipment were destroyed. Most or the ceiling on the east end 
or the building fell to the floor, but the we~t end of the building 
appeared to receive only smoke and water damage Another 
photo, page three 

Times photo by Ste~e Exley 

Council wants citizen 
input on sign slogan 

TIMESNEWS- The Vinton Community 
Betterment Council needs help, and they 
aren't even asking for any money 

All it wants is some ideas, and good ones, 
to help promote the city of Vinton. 

The council wants to erect a sign at the 
entrance of Vinton, and what they need is a 
slogan for the sign. Years ago a sign stood 
at the south edge of Vinton and it read, 
"Vinton. City of Progress." But the sign 
detenorated and was never replaced 

But now the council feels the city needs a 
new one and they want a new slogan to go 
with it 

The council wants to limit the slogan to 
six or eight words and asks that all slogans 
be dropped off at the city office or mailed 
to: City of Vinton, P 0 Box 529. by next 
Friday, September 26 

After a slogan is picked for the sign, Bill 
Reames. an industrial art teacher at the 
high school will construct the sign with the 
help of his students 

The council bas already started taking 
photographs of signs in other towns to get 
an idea for the design. But a new slogan for 
Vinton is still needed by nel(t Friday 

Firemen attack fire Friday morning 
Fire ravaged the ASCS building, across from the Benton 

County Fairgrounds, at mid-morning today. Firefighters 
here work to quench the fl ames. which apparently started In 

lbe wi ring In the att ic. The east end of the building <nearest> 
received the hea vlest damage. 

Timesphoto by Mert Alpers 

City gets $5 nrillion wastewater grant 
BY SCOTT CAMPBELL 
Times Editor 

TIMESNEWS - lt took nine years, but 
Vinton's $7 million wastewater treatment 
facility looks like it's finally a reality 

Mayor Bill Strong received official word 
from the Environmental Protection 
Agency today that the city has been 
granted $5,027,180 to help complete 
construction of the plant. 

That grant is the federal government's 
share of the $7 million project, which 
amounts to 75 percent. The state is funding 
five percent and the city the other 20 
percent. 

"It's been in the works for nine years." 
Strong said of the wastewater treatment 

plant. "Ever since Jack Siegel was mayor 
and I was city clerk back In 1!171. 

"Actually, that's been the experience of 
mOISt plants About nine years to get the 
grant." 

Strong said he can't blame the federal 
government totally for the long delay, 
since it took the city and its engineers 
about two years to design the plant. 

"I'm really glad that we could go ahead 
on our own and get this accomplished by 
ourselves," said Strong. 

He said that there are three phases to the 
completion of the plant, and that the city is 
now entering phase three. 

"The first phase dealt with a study of the 
infiltration system, what new lines had to 
be laid and what lines could remain," said 
Strong 

Relf benefit Saturday • 
Ill 

TIMESNEWS-Saturday is a big day 1n 
Shellsburg -it's Chris Relf Benefit Day, 
sponsored by the Shellsburg Lions to help 
young Relf, who was paralyzed following a 
freak accident June 28. 

A hog roast will begin at 4 p.m . in the 
park, several bands will play, aud the 
firemen plan to provide some games to 
play The food, beverages, bands and labor 
all are donated and 100 percent of the 
proceeds will go to help the Gary and 
Donna Relf family meet the high costs of 
Chris' medical care. 

"The Lions' Club started it, but we don't 
want to leave anyone out " said Lions' 
spokesman Nate Roehr, emphasizing that 
if anyone wants to donate some time, the 
Lions will be happy to let them help for an 
hour or two. 

Roehr said a bake sale also is being held 
Saturday from 10 a .m to 4 p.m. at the 
Lions' Hall, and anyone interested in 
donating items to the sale are welcome to 
do so 

The L10ns' plan to roast three hogs, 
Roehr said, and several other people 
offered to donate hogs Beer, pop, potato 
chips and other items also were donated 

RJ Building Supply of Cedar Rapids 
donated a gas grill for the proceedings 

Buttons reading "Chris Relf Benefit 
Day September 20, Shellsburg" are also 
ava•lable for $2. 

The h1gh school band will play at the hog 
roast , as will a group known as the "Old 
Timers " Another group of four or five 

people who used to play together will get 
back together, said Roehr, to play for 
a dance Saturday night. He wasn't sure if 
the band had a name. 

U you buy a benefit button, Roehr said, 
the dance is then free. 

The Shellsburg benefit is one of several 
held or being held for Chris recently. 

The Vinton Eagles Auxiliary held a 
Friday noon luncheon with half the 
proceeds to go to the Relf family, 
according to auxiliary president Phyllis 
Yancey Creamed chicken on home-made 
baking powder biscuits topped the menu. 

The Cedar Sailors, a local boating club, 
raised S519 with a hog roast and beer bash 
at the Benton County Fa1rgrounds last 
Saturday Spokesman Tom Johnson said 
about 100 people attended 

In addition, the sailors donated $200, so 
the Relfs received a check for S719 after 
the hog roast 

Johnson said the group was somewhat 
disappointed W1th the turnout. The hog 
roast originally was planned for this week, 
until the sailors learned a bout the 
Shellsburg benefit day planned for this 
weekend 

Everything was donated for the sailors' 
hog roast. w1th Vinton taverns donating 
the beer and Jim Stueck of Mt. Auburn 
Livestock and Trucking donating the hog. 
Johnson cooked the hog 

CHRIS. ACCORDlNG to Mrs. Relf, i.s 

"The second phase was having the plans 
and specifications approved and now 
we're entering the third phase of having a 
bid letting. 

"The city council is going to meet 
Tuesday evening to accept and approve 
the grant offer and hopefully we will set a 
date for· the bid letting then," Strong 
continued. 

He said he was looking for a November 
or December letting since it takes about 4S 
days after the ads appear in local 
newspapers and national magazines. 

Strong said he hopes that construction 
will begin on the site sometime next 
spring The new facility will be located 
about six-tenths of a mile south of Vinton 

Shellsburg 
now receiving specialized care at Cr( 
Rehabilitation Hospital in Edgewf 
Colo. Craig H01Sp1tal is an 80-bed faC'{ 
and was the first in the nation to/ 
exclusively with spinal injuries 

Chris still has a hard collar on, 
learning to keep her balance. Sbe ~ 
Craig Hospital Sept. 2 and may get 
home just before Thanksgiving, 
said 
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. Father Jo~eph S)TO':Y· pastor of the Catholic church at VIning. 
" one of lo~a s most aVJd no~er lovers and for 25 year~ has been 
I(J"OY. ing all sorts of nowers on land near the parsonage. 

Line fence lingo 
E GEBH,\RO 
II women love nowers but I doubt many are as fond of 
w1fe, Lois, Her dad was quite a gardener and she 

Y to enjoy the art. Her many varieties of flowers 
'me keep her very busy but she loves 1t. 
I suggested one day earlier this summer going down to 
country" she knew exactly what I was talking about. 
'0 you mean you are going to Clutier and on down to 
!be ron • ·' I told her that indeed we were. 
d first at Clutier but in addition to seeing many fine 
ns we got derailed into another story that wiU have to 
1lumn somellme in the future. 

t 

1e landmark C;~tholic church In Vining located high 
1l ~'ommand' a view of th l' entire town below. 

ded for Vimng eventually and enjoyed driving by a lot 
where flowl'rs were 10 ev1dence but we really hadn't 
~ unhl on impulse I drove up to the top of the hill in 
.mg on which stands the imposmg Catholic church. I 
11 Pastor Rev f'ather Joe Syrovy is indeed a premier 
how true that turnt'<l out to be 

- l.in(' Fencl' I in go-
ears of age, Father SyrO\'Y has a parish numbering 
lies some of" hom are restdents of the western part of 

Co· y. But for the past 25 years that he has been at Vining 
opro as fine a g!lrden of flowers of every kind and 
hat you can imagine 
him at work despite it bemg a very hot summer dav 
ng a :\Iarine Corps ptth helmet the same as I own as 

1 
rem f my years in the Corps during World War II He 
ed us 1rmly and soon we were being shown around 

HiS •r alty 1s day-hllies some of which he has bred himself 
'J"))II outst ding var1eties Colors range from a deep red through 
«lJl!:e tot palest yellow or nearly white The picture on this page 

ges:S t large s1ze to which these are grown He also has mint 
r.~t cro vetch, peonies and many other varieties which were 
'10 longer season when we were there. 

one of ; real treasure.' is a European Carpathian walnut tree 
!hal prod s very large English walnuts inside extremely thin 
shel~ It an unusual variety or It would not survive in our 
narthern c 1ate H1s squirrel "friends" have planted a number of 
,hes~nuts ound the property and he has seedlings coming up. 

\JSIII w1th him you soon realize you are talking with a man 
•-hoi!; ,er 1r advanced in h1s knowledge of botany and very much 
sat • cd ' h this wonderful hobby 

wrge ne trees help frame the parish rectory The church 
als has a educational center adjoining. 

1\e lc h1s place with a promise to Father Syrovy to return 
!(llleume the future to •·njoy hi$ garden and the pleasure of his 
(GI!Ip3P) ne more 

-l.inc> Ft>nce Lingo-
.t door to the south of the church property is the 
Vming o1d- hmer Wilham Bazel, now 83 years of age, 

who w1th his wife are also flower lovers He ts remarkably active 
for a man his age and still mows his own lawn Until recently he 
served as janitor at the town hall and fire station. He had been an 
active member of the Vining Fire Department for 16 years before 
taking the custodial job At his retirement he received a fine plaque 
in testimony to his 25 years wiU1 that Department. 

H1s flower specially is growmg geraniums and a colorful bed 
was in the background when the picture of him was taken in the 
front yard of the home. 

There are many more fine flower gardens In Vining and one of 
them we found behind the town post office where Postmaster 
Blanche Upah lives. She had some of the tallest sunflowers in ber 
garden I have ever seen. She also had some colorful gladioli and 
zinnias, to menhon a few 

Next door we saw her neighbor, Mrs. J im Breja, wife of the 
Vining mayor Thetr one son Alan drove up on a bicycle and we 
viStted with him and took his picture. The BreJa children also 
include Sharon. Doreen and Ronnie. 

The Breja garden seemed to be very productive and Mrs Breja 
had just finished harvesting the last of a sweet com crop. 

- Line Fence Lingo-
At the upper end of Mam Street we stopped to see how Bev Vore 

was coming along with her ceramic shop but no one was at home on 
this bhstenng summer day. In fact few people were moving about 
We were told later that the shop has been doing a very floe 
business. 

We gazed wistfully at the old Christine Karkosh residence 
nearby where we had some very enjoyable viSits with this 
charming old Vining resident before she retired to live in an 
apartment at Toledo. D1rectly across the street is the Big old Czech 
Lodge hall. 

It was completely remodeled and fixed up several years ago 
and 1s agam the scene of a lot of activity Besides lodge sessions 
there are dances held here and also celebrations of one kind or 
another recalhng the days of yore when this place was a mecca f(f 
residents from all over this part of Iowa particularly each year o.. 
Memorial Day 

Paul Riha continues to run the Ford garage in Vining, an 
operation carried on now by three generations of this family. flis 
father passed away several years ago and the home in which he 
lived at the south entrance to Vining is now the residence of the 
Larry Becks. 

While on the subject of flowers and Vining I can't forget the 
flowerinl! field of poppies I once pictured right along Main Street 
where a Vining old-timer named J ames Kubu lived. That was 
perhaps 10 years ago Not long after that he moved to a 
convalescent home 10 Belle Pia me and later passed away 

Leaving Vining reluctantly we drove to Elberon and had some 
ruce VISits there which I'll tell about m a future column. Thea we 

Right next door to the Cathollq>arsonage lives one of Vfnltg's 
olde~t but still \l'r) actiH ci tizen~ho along with his wife alsohas 
an outstanding OOY.I'r garden and,ell. landscaped home. He iJ 82-
year-old Wllll11m B11zel. 

II ere i' the Catholic church par,ona~e in \ ining "ht'rl' 
Falhrr .Jo,l'ph S\ ro\) lh ""· Thl' pari'h number. aboutl\0 
mcluding 'om I'm" p,lern Rt'nton C"~mh in the t.lb..ron ar<·a t . 

arove on over to Keystone and somehow my car always JUSt 
naturally stops when 1t gets at Bob Feuerbach ·s gas station Spent a 
little ~1me there v1sitmg and tned real hard to solve a few of the 
Y.Orld s problems but not eve~ all the talk helped me stra1ghten out 
my golf swmg the next day \\111 have to return 

Still another mteresting nsit awa1ted me this day In fact it was 
one both Lors and I had looked forward to for quite some lime 

- Line Fl'nce Lingo-
We had the pleasure of meet10g noted wnter and poet Esther 

Bell \\ 1U who w11l be remembered by many of you readers some of 
whom may have had her as a school teacher because she did teach 
country school m Benton County for quite some years but all the 
time was enJoymg her writing too 

She had a sister, Margaret. now deceased, also a fine poet and the 
two of them enJoyed very much working together Many of Esther's 
poems have appeared in magazmes and newspapers and in 
antholog_ies an~ it 1s easy to understand why because they are 
wrttlen 10 a Simple most appeahng style yet reflecting a very 
tender feehng 

Her parents, both deceased, lived on a farm north of Keystone. 
She has a legion of fnends and adm1rers around the county and it 
was such an adm1rer who led to our meeting Intend to enjoy 
another such visit before long. 

All10 all1t was a great day for Lo1s and myself and one we will 
long remember 

Another Oower lover In VIning Is Postmaster Blanche Upab. 
This picture of her giant sunno~ers was taken in the garden behi.nd 
the post office and home where ~he lives. 

* * 
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Enjoying a bike ride tiJ1 the da) the writer visited Vining was 
Alan BreJa, son of ;\la)or of \'ining James Breja and his wife, s till 
another garden lover 

VINING 

Vining has a modem fire station and fire department. Until 
recen tly William Bazel had ser ved as janitor but for many years 
before that was an active Fire Department member. 

*MEN IN SERVICE* Use TBZ Wormer •.• 
Marine Pvt. Jeff E. Owens, son of Dean 

E. and Barbara L. Owens of Palo, has 
reported for duty with the 3rd Force 
Service Support Group on Okinawa A 1977 
graduate of Shellsburg Htgh School 
Owens joined the Manne Corps i~ 
December, 1977 

Airman Gregory K Campbell, son of 
Robert L Campbell of rural Vinton, and 
Norma J Lowe of Cedar Rapids, has been 
ass1gned to Keesler Air Force Base, M1ss., 
after complehng A1r Force bas1c training 
Dur10g the six weeks at Lackland AFB 
San Antoruo, Texas, Campbell studted th~ 
Air Force miSSion, organization and 
customs, and rece1ved special tram10g 10 
human relatioru; In addttion, Campbell 
~ed credits toward an assoc1ate degree 
m applied sctence through the Community 
College of the Air Force. Campbell will 
now rece1ve specialized mstruchon m the 
administration field 

Navy Electrorucs Technician 3rd Class 
Charles E. Purcell son of Dennis E 
Purcell of rural Van Horne, and Jeannette 
M. Shannon or Cedar Rap1ds, has 
graduated from bas1c electronics 
technician school The course was 
conducted at the Navy Service Command, 
Great Lakes, Ill Purcell received 
introductory instruction on electronic 
circuit concepts, radar principles, and the 
basics or radio transmitters and recetvers 

Save Valuable Feed! 
lf_you'll use 4x4 Commercial Cattle Wormer 
With TBZ ® on your feeders, you can save 
an average of nearly 1h-pound of feed per 

pound of gain. That's probably over 
200 lbs. of feed saved for every 

animal in your feedlot. Do you 
need to worm? Tests show 

over 90% of new cattle 
coming in have worms. 
Don't take a chance ... 
see me for the results 
you can expect in your 
feedlot. I Sell Results. 

DON KEIPER 
CEDAR RAPIDS 

363-6583 

Walnut Grove® 
Division of W.R. Grace & Co. 

® Regtste•ed Troden101k • Merck & Co. 

are also adaptable for grain storage 
1 I I I Add the rugged Astro gra1n ltner to 

your Astro machrne shed Set the 
bulkhead to meet your grarn 
storage requ~rements One 
extremely strong burldrng serves 
two purposes to grve you max1mum 
ullhzatron of your machrne shed 
Investment To convert back to 
machrnery storage, remove the end 
bulkhead and you're rn busrness 
again. 

The cutaway Illustration shows lhe 
strong construcllon of the Aslro 
grarn lrner This grain storage 
package features a 4' high srdewall 
lrner desrgned to hold the grarn 
heaped to the trusses Slidrng door 
bulkheads are also avarlable. 

For complete delalls and specs. 
see thrs local Astro dealer. 

~ 
McDOWELL$ 

Vl~tTON 

• 
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~qrrcu&, 

IN THE NAME AND BY THE AUTHORITYOFTHE STATE OF IOWA 

Jroclamation 

conservation of Iowa's soil and water resources is a matter of 
paramount importance, to sustain food production and reduce 
degradation of our lakes and streams; and 

in this first year of the decade, Iowa has experienced some of the worst 
soil erosion in more than thirty years; and 

Iowa's soil conservation laws were amended earlier this year to 
initiate the "Iowa Soil 2000" program, which establishes a plan to 
reduce Iowa's soil losses to acceptable limits by the year 2000; and 

~qrrru&, all Iowan's need to recognize the willingness and ability of the elected 
commissioners of the 100 soil conservation districts and voluntary 
advisory committees of the six conservancy districts to deal with soil 
and water resource problems; 

~ow, 'mqerefort>, ;JJ, Robert D. Ray, Governor of the State of Iowa, do hereby 
proclaim the week of September 14 - 20, 1980, as 

~oil J\nb ~ater @onseruation ~eek 

in Iowa and urge that all Iowans extend their continued support to conservation 
official<;, farmers, and landowners, and commit themselves to a conservation ethic 
so that coming generations may enjoy continued productivity, wealth , and beauty of 
our great state. 

;Jln 'mestimon~ ~~ereof, I have here­
unto subscribed my name and caused the 
Great Seal of the State of Iowa to be 
affixed. Done at Des Moines this 28th 
day of August in the year of our Lord one 
thousa'nd nine hundred eighty. 

---·---------------, 

TO 
If your plans include tiling, terracing, ditch work or 

other conservation practices talk with the people at the 
Vinton PCA oHice. 

PCA has a term loan that can enable you to do the work 
this fall and pay for the work over a period of up to seven 
years. 

Stop by today to talk with Pat, John or 
Dan on how PCA can assist you with your 
conservation and other farming needs 

CENTRAL lOW A 
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PRODUCTION CREDIT ASSOCIATION 

HWY 218 H. VINTON, IOWA 
PAT GRIFFIN JOHN FANK --------

PH. 472-4743 
DAN TAIBER 

C~ction 
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Ray: We're losing gr9u 

must move now 
By Governor Robert E. Ray 
DES MOINES - Earlier this summer • 

Iowans wttnessed some of the worst soil 
eros1on to occur in the state for more than 
thirty years. Fast, hard rains swept 
through county after county, ravaging 
Wlprotected fields just after farmers had 
finished planting record acreages of corn 
and soybeans 

The resulting soil losses, which were 
highly visible and widespread, magnified 
what often occurs to a somewhat lesser 
degree each year . The amount of soli lost 
to eros10n- 261 million tons per year from 
cropland alone, or an average of 9.9 tons 
per acre per year for all lands m the state 
is twice the acceptable erosion level fo; 
most soils. 

The gullies, rills , and sediment-filled 
ditches we witnessed last spring and 
summer have long since been smoothed 
over by tillage eqwpmenl or covered by 
green foliage. And larger equipment, 
commercial fertilizers, and improved 
hybrids have masked losses in soiJ 
productivity due to erosion. Because 
erosion is usually a gradual process over 

lime, most Amer icans have tended to 
develop a sense of complacency about it. 

Do we have enoug_h tim e to be 
complacent? Will the problem wait un til 
1985 or the year 2000? I think not 

Soil conservationists tell us that the 
topsoil might be gone from some of our 
more fragile land in less than twenty 
years. We are literally "losing ground" to 
erosion, so we should recognize our 
responsibility to do more to preserve this 
rich resource. 

Improved program strategies developed 
m recent years at state and national levels 
must now be put into action. After aU, 
those who use it today are its stewards for 
only a relatively short period of time. 

We in Iowa have led the nation with the 
level of support and lMovations we have 
offered to our soil conservation programs. 
We took a significant stride earlier this 
year when the state's soil conservation 
laws were amended, putting in place the 
" Iowa Soil 2000 Program", a twenty-year 
plan to reduce the state's soil losses to 
acceptable limits I recommended 
additional monies for cost-sharmg with 

b!Jdgelll 
landowners even lhougt • .-Mart 
light. Nearly SO million I :-~ 
now available Cor incentiv to Jall<>l;;;tY 
for installing _permanent ~ 1n1 
soil conservation practit thiS (0111 
year 

Commendable as all 
renewed emphasis on thrlnri011Q' 
only way we will rea< 
objective of reducing eros · 
limits by ~e year 2000 . . ar.c1 

While so1l conservati< diStnciS t 
their elected commi loners ~~ 
demonstrated their abilit• deal WI ~ 
and water resource prob' at tbt 
level , accelerated so1 conservath'A 
programs will requirE ven grea:: 
coordination among fed I. state 
local units of governmen 

I urge you to extend 
conservation officials, larn1ers, 
landowners who are pro\ 
to existing programs I 
ourselves to a better cons 
tbat coming generation! 
same productivity and 
beautiful state that we ha 
enjoyed 

The three-acre wildlife refuge area planted by Jerry 
McCarty, who says cart or the area bas become a bobby. 
McCarty, a hunter, is co~cerned about disappearing wild llre 
habitat caused In part b! the disappear ance or renee lines. 

And. he said, it hardly pays to take the big ma 
the creek to farm this small area. 

Tlme~pbota 

Plan Soil Conservation 
Today! 

Your Soil Won't 
Last Forever . .. 

Over a period of years your land can be tapped of it's nutritional value. 

It should be tested periodically and if necessary the deficiencies corrected. 

Check for erosion damage ••• It will pay you money in the long / 
run with a higher yielding crop. 

Start Conserving Now!!! 

TERRA EASTERN 
CORPORATION 

! 
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McCarty, strong like their terraces 
IE EXLEY 
a ff Writer 

EWS J erry McCarty was 
1 the grass backslope terraces 

iOSI.:iilled •veral years ago on the land he 
ned by his father-in-law, John 

rty is just as happy to see the 
of the long hill on the farm 

ten·acE~ nls summer 
•rracing isn't the only 

unpr-ovel enl he's made on the farm this 
added a three-acre corner, 

DOWlded i a ditch on one end, as a wildlife 
refuge 

The 
lmprov 
fei!t of 
lola led 
v.-ork,a 
Soil c 
lando"' 

races installed this summer 
17-acre field, and include 5,560 

races The cost of the project 
lOUt $19,000 including the tile 
the cost is split 50-SO between the 
servalion Service and the 

U )'O eally want to plant corn and 
beans 1 elds with the slope of McCarty's, 
the SCS I ys terracing is the way to go. 

The ht aces on the land McCarty farms 
11'\'re 'e~ !0 feet apart, farmable to the top 
edge of ach terrace. The terraces are 
paro~llel > make farming as simple as 
possibl 

We to stick with the contour all the 
way, d Robb Morrow, who lays out 
most of ~ t~rraces for the Benton County 
SCS \ try to make them so the farmer 
can liv~ ith 'em " 

Res~ h says the terraces take a long 
time o :tually pay for themselves, and 
that ll"' depends on how hard the land is 
fann!'d !ter the terrace:. go m, said 
Morrow 3ut for SdVing topsoil, terracmg 

liard beat 

McC y said, •· I've got a little guy 
11ho s t ee who thinks he wants to be a 
rarmer then qwckly added he had a little 
girl >Ah nay also want to live on a farm . 

!her •Y, there has to be soil to farm . 

ontt farming further helps to save 
e ~ I, orrow said. And th1s year, it had 

mou ,.,r dvantage 
'('·us ear I think people really will 

n ttc.· difference if they contoured," 
said M ow "Any raindrop that fell was 
held an 1en soaked m a litUe. " The extra 
m01s1 helped the contoured fields 
hi'OIId~ hot, dry spell in July 

l't! <1 ep backslope on the terraces 
wke- ud .orne room m the field, but " we 
gw. 1 won't lose eight feet on the 
~ve~g1 Morrow said 

Md'al said he sowed the back of his 
rrac-d '11th bromegrass and rye. then 

11arro ~~ the slopes twice. 
He .. 1 he also found its a good idea to 
"' do; the end rows of the terraced 
d r<( er than plant row crops and let 
wati run down the end rows 

And ~; sold on the terraces. 
\\ilh 1at kind of ground, I think you 

need so •thing like that," McCarty said 
F ~en ~ th contour you 'd still see dirt 

r;.;nrung >wn ," He said he tore out a fence 
on th" . e of one of the hills. and it was 
bW1C : to a foot high with dirt that had 
wash -d. >wn from above 

. -- •• 

Terracing work 
completed this summer 

Earthwork is just complete on these 
terraces on the land owned by John Strong, 
Jr. and farmed by Jerry '1cCarty The 
grass-backslope terraces. combined ~lth 
contour farming and some sort or 
conservation tillage, cuts erosion on the 
hillside drastically. The terraces are set 
parallel, and enough room is left bet~een 
the \~ater intake pipe and the top or the 
terrace for at least two passes with the 
tractor and equipment a t planting and 
harvest. 

Times photo by Steve Exley 

" 1'1\1 A HUNTER," said McCarty of the 
wildlife refuge, "but I think we need some 
kind of place birds can go" So he planted 
six rows of shrubs and trees on the three· 
acre corner near his farmhouse, then 
sowed oats and Timothy b~tween the rows 
to make it habitable for wildlife. 

"It's a three-acre patch, and with the 
kind of machinery we run these days, it 
doesn' t even pay to run in and tear it up to 
put in corn or beans." McCarty said 

The biggest problem for wildlife around 
Benton County and the rest of Iowa is that 
pheasants and other birds and wildlife 
have to put up with diminishing areas of 
cover year alter year The ditches around 
here fill with snow, McCarty said, and 
everyone keeps taking out fence lines 

He said Donald Pfeiffer. a wildlife 
management biologist from Iowa City, 
helped plan the wildlife area Pfeiffer told 
him SWJtchgrass is good cover for 
pheasants, but it's expens1ve. 

Bromegrass also is good cover 1f clipped 
every couple of years to keep the center 
part from dying and rolling. Mowing 
shouldn't be done until late July, according 
to McCarty, so the pheasants can finish the 
nesting season 

ORRUGATED METAL 
Drainage Structures 

CJ I vert Pipe laterals 
Tees 

Crosses 
Wres 
Ri.ers 

Elbows 
Diaphragms 

Reducers 
PLAIN OR COATED 

STEAL OR ALUMINUM 

CONTACT: 
DEL ROTH 

Sales Representative 
Marion, Iowa, Ph. 319·377 ·5252 

HE LEVINE CO., 
INC. 

4400 East 14th St. Des Moines, Ia. 50316 Ph. 51 S-262-5613 

., 

.- . \ ' 
•• 

HUMMEL & SONS 
CONTRACTORS 

Vinton. Iowa 

l~-r 
• • 
• 

---·-

SINCE 1957 

• 

Assisting area farmers in conserving 

soil and increasing production. 

Using modern Laser equipped 

conservation equipment. 

Let us help you design 

and install a complete 

conservation program 
Phone 472- 3320 (SHOP) - 472- 2107 (KYLE HUMMEL) 

412-2473 (BRUCE ERICKSON) 

• 
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SOIL CONSERVATION WITHOUT 
MINIMUM TILLAGE 

IS LIKE TAKING 
A SHOWER WITHOUT SOAP. 

Good Sidewinder farming is minimum 
tillage at its best. 

TALK TO A SIDEWINDER FARMER ••• THERE ARE A LOT OF 
THEM AROUND ••• THEN TALK TO 

RAY OR FRANK AT D & V 

D. & V. 
SIDEWINDER SALES, INC. 

910 w 4th 
Vinton 472-4701 

HAROLD CARR 
PHONE 476-7583 

DYSART, IOWA 

DRAINAGE 
CONTRACTOR 

Tile Drainage-Back Filling 
With Track Type Machine 

H1efu 

CONSERVE SOIL-STOP EROSION! 
When you have a problem whether it be soil erosion or soil 
build-up and need consultation contact the Department of 
Agriculture representative for your area, he will be happy to 
assist you. The longer erosion is left unchecked, the larger 
the problem becomes to return soil to productive condition. 

Protectrng the Farmer's property . . Means of 
production and profits is our job It's a job that is 
constantly changing to meet the needs of 

,----""~:=..-, progress we agriculture 108 years of seruice to 
Benton County Farmers . 

TUAI. 
-...-Insurance 

EDEN MUTUAL INS. 
ASSOCIATION 

908 W 4th St. 
AGENTS: 
Wilson-Hole Ins • Inc., Vinton 
Bill Strong Vinton 
Henry Von Eschen Vin ton 

Vinton Ph. 472-2772 

Von Horne Ins Agency Von Horne 
Mcintire Ins Servoce Belle Plome Ia . 
AfllliA 1£0 WITH GRINNHl MUTUAl REINSURAHCE CO 

Gt""'• ll lowo 

I 
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• 

At the root of Hay strips-inexpensive conservation 

• 

ADS farm drainage tubtina 
costs just pennies-per-foot, 
is light weight, eosy to install and 
pays off harvest after harvest. Available 
in lengths and coils in 3" to 18" diameter, and exceeds speci­

• 

fications in S.C.S. Code 606. ADS. 
Everything you'd expect from the 
company that 's been in plastic tub­
ing longer than any other. ~D.J. 

ADVANCED DRAINAGE SYSTEMS 1/1/C 

number I in the land 
Box 2478, Iowa City, Iowa 52240 (319)338-9448 

Andy Conn 
Grinnell, Iowa 

SCHULTE & SEVIG 
DRAINAGE CONTRACTORS 

*BACKHOE WORK* 

*TILING* 

*WATERWAYS* 

* LASER BEAM* 

Lyle & Bruce Schulte 
Ph 227-7509 

Gordon Sevig 
Ph 846-2205 

BOX88 

Tom Sippy 
Ph 846-2475 

WE SELL CLAY & PLASTIC TILE 

Wolford Iowa 52351 

TIMESNEWS Sid Rinderknecht is 
usmg a relatively inexpens1ve method to 
cut soil loss on hills on the land he farms to 
less than five tons per acre per year. 

Rinderknecht employs 100-foot hay 
strips between strips of his money crops­
either corn or soybeans-on hills on the 
land he farms, owned by Ray Nolan and 
located between Garrison and Van Horne. 

Those has strips slow the flow or water 
down the hills, estimated at a 6 percent 

Windbreaks save 

energy, shoveling 

TIMESNEWS - The advantages or a 
windbreak are well known to the farmer ­
the mature windbreak helps save heating 
bills in the home, helps keep snow from 
filling in the drive, and protects the whole 
farmyard and often outbuildings from the 
ravages of the northwest wind in the 
winter 

" It takes about 10 years to get any 
advantage out or a windbreak, but it's 
something people should be doing," said 
Soil Conservation Service's Robb Morrow, 
as he drove out to look over the w1ndbreak ~ 

at the Wilbert Sindt farm , north ol van 
Horne in Big Grove Township. 

• 
The Sindt windbreak Is one of several 

around the county nominated for the SCS's 
" Windbreak of the Year" award 

Like most Iowa windbreaks, the Sindt 
windbreak is L-shaped, designed to protect 
the house, lane or driveway and 
outbuildings from the northwest wind and 
drifting snow. 

Tbe windbreak was planted there m 
1952; the seedlings were first planted 
elsewhere in 1946 and then moved. 
Surprisingly, all but two of approximately 
40 trees survived 

The trees are set in three rows, 
approximately 24 feet apart. Morrow said 
trees in today 's windbreaks are normally 
planted 20 feet apart, and that many older 
windbreaks were planted too close 
together, causing the trees to die 
prematurely. 

CONCRETE THINKINGI 

*FEED LOTS 

*DRIVEWAYS 

*SIDEWALKS 

*FOUNDATIONS 

t;. . . ' 

McDOWELL READY-MIX 
Newhal l 223-5146 

" , 

Vinton - 472-3184 

f 

slope. cuttmg loss of soil due to erosion just 
about in half 

·corn or beans without the strips 
probably would double the soil loss," said 
the Soil Conservation Service's Robb 
l\lorrow " He'd probably be in the 8-to-10-
ton loss range without the strips." 

A goal or soil conservationists is to cut 
erosion losses on all land to five tons or less 
of topsoil per acre per year. The Iowa 
Legislature recognized that goal by 

making it a par t or its "Soil 2000" 
program. which is concerned with useS or 
the soil by the year 2000. 

Another method for slowing the rate of 
topsoil loss would be to terrace the hillside, 
but that requires quite an investment. 
Terrace work cost about $2.25 per running 
foot of terrace for the earth work this 
summer. 

If farmers can use the hay, said Morrow, 
the hay strip is a good, inexpensive way to 
save topsoil. 

The slope Rinderknecht fat 
steep ana long, a bad combin 
water tends to pick up speed 
down hill Thus, the hay stn 
even more important. 

Contour farming and son sort d 
conservation tillage are also h t.t~rulll• 10 

use on such slopes, according MorfOW· 
Any practice that helps slow tow~~ 
down on its way downhill will I 
the soil. 

H ay strip 
slows water 

Sid Rlnderlmecbt's IOO.foo baystrip 
wraps around tbe hill In this leld. 11lt 
baystrlp is an Inexpensive wa) ~ Clll sGI 
loss on billy ground, and is ~ ttlcalarll 
applicable where a farmer ca111St somt 
hay anyway. The strip slows ~e nllf 
ruunlng down the hlllslde, ~bleb b 
Important on long, ~teep ~lop beaast 
the water tends to pick up sp1 

Big windbreak at Sindt farm 

The windbreak at the Wilbert Sindt farm . "'ith aiM ~• 
trees, is one of those nominated for recognitlon as the 
" \V'mdbreak of the Year." This photo was token fro1 the 
lane and looks toward the northwest, source of Iowa's 
winter winds. Trees this size help stop that wind and the 
piles up between t}le windbreak and the house. 

Timesphoto by Steve I 

L & D, Inc. 
"YOUR JOHN DEERE DEALER" 

NEW EQUIPMENT 
11 ' & 13' WILBECK DISK CHISELS 

JD MULCH TILLERS 
JD LEVEL ACTION DISKS 17' to 22' 

PARKER GRAVITY BOXES, 350 to 475 bu. 
6620 COMBINE 

NEW J D TRACTORS-60 to 1 00 H. P. 
716 FORAGE BOX 

SUNMASTER FLAIL SHREDDER 

USED EQUIPMENT 
6600 D COMBINE 
750 MF COMBINE 
55 JD COMBINE 

17' -21 ' & 25 ' JD DISKS 
BRADY FLAIL CHOPPER 

4020 D TRACTOR POWER 
SHIFT, OVERHAULED 

JD NO. 33 & NO. 34 SPREADE 
EXCELLENT CONDITION 

CONSERVATION SPECIAL 
USEDFOXSUPERlOOO $1500 

CHOPPER NO TRADE 

• 

l 
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J 
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Albright jumps into no-till with both feet 
B) TEVE E XLEY 
Ti s Starr Writer 

i:SNEWS - No-till farming IS one 
save production costs and precious 
>psoil, and Ronny Albright thought 

he'd ve it a try this year 
So, ! went out and bought a cultivator 

lllld >uffalo till and planted a ll his corn 
lllld ~beans - 170 acres - in no-till. 

Tb system, says Albright, saves fuel 
beca •e you don't make as many field 
trips 1d you don't plow, which uses a lot 
fi r because or the drag involved. 
"I~ jnk this system cuts fuel costs in 

baJI, he said 
w· the system, he now has a bigger 

trac than he needs, he said, indicating 
that 1e manufacturer recommends 10 

ower of tractor for every row of 
· or cultivator 
1ght indicates he's had some 
ns with the no-till system this year, 

and said the manufacturer recommenas 
not jwnpmg m all at once with no 
expenence The closest thing to 
experience for Albright was the fact that 
his cousin has used the no-till system for 18 
years. 

His cousin uses less herbicide than his 
neighbors who farm conventional, 
Albright said. One reason for that is the no­
till system the two men use calls for 
building up big crowns and valleys, 
planting each year in the same crowns. 

Any weed seeds are thrown or washed to 
the center of the rows, and the cultivator 
takes care of that. 

Albright said one of his problems this 
year was that he didn't have crowns built 
up from last year. The manufacturer of the 
system recommends that the farmer buy 
his cultivator the year before planting no­
till, so he can build up the crowns before 
planting 

.
0 eople finally believe 
I in no-till farming 

Cij TIER, Iowa- Dave Podhajsky had 
skeptical eyes looking his way back 

m when he first experimented with no­
till ming. But now, some of these eyes 
are $nning to believe what they are 
•eeit. 

D ng his first year of planting no-till 
c Podhajsky increased his yields by 
n 50 bushels per acre. 

~ 
1t convinced me," he says. 
le using conventional ti llage 

me ds, Podhajsky had been getting 96-
100 shels of corn per acre. His ground 
l•ask-y and cloddy, and bis stands were 
poo~ He said he knew there bad to be a 
bettl way of fanning 

Sq six years ago, he tried a no-till 
plari r loaned free to fanners in his area 
froq the Ortho Chemical Company 
AI~ Jgh 1974 was exceptionally dry, 
PocO jsky saw bis best yields ever-nearly 
1 lO l.shels per acre 

P bajsky, who farms 210 acres of billy 
lan near Clutier in Tama County, is 
en 1iasbc about bis no-till operation He 
a 3 be was the talk of the neighborhood 
wh~ he began planting no-till, however 

"t >ever saw so many people nearly 
dri~ into the ditch watching me plant 
(· be laughed "lt takes guts to do 
..ras 

H says many farmers still are not 
<:~~~ 1ced, but they are "waldng up" to the 
.'liC ;s he's had with no-till. 

·r seeing how well no-till worked on 
-m the first year, Podhajsky bought 
··row lnternlltlonal "Co-Till" Cyclo 
•r, which he bas been using since. 

1b .anter features fluted coulters, which 
cut narrow track for receiving seed. It 
als IllS center ribbed press wheels that 
~ the seed down into the furrow track. 
· If generally rotates his crops between 
coqmd soybeans, although he does plant 
iODf continuous no-till corn. He uses soil 
5&l1J les as guidelines for fertilizer rates 
eaCiyear 

.hajsky's pre-plant operations on his 
•Ids this year included 200 pounds per 
of 10.20-20 dry granular bulk 

zer. On some land, he Injected liquid 
· re from his bog operation instead of 
1-20-20 pre-plant fertilizer 
continuous no-till corn, his pre-plant 
::ide treatment was one pint of 

Palj ;uat with XTl spreader and one 
gall 1 of Bladex With the herbicide, be 

~ 
!d 120 pounds of 2840 liquid nitrogen 

as arrier. U the crop needs a " rescue" 
nent, he &!)plies Banvel, or 2,4-D 
ing planting, he applied 50 to 60 

po Is of 8-32-16 starter fertlllzer and lOY.. 
po Is per acre of Mocap insecticide. 

employs a crop monitoring service to 
mo or bis fields for pests. This year he 
ap !d insecticide to only half or his fields 

g planting. 
no-till com following soybeans, he 
1 pre-plant treatment of three quarts 

on all his fields were similar, so Podhajsky 
applied the same rate of fertilizer to both 
corn following soybeans and continuous 
corn. 

Podhajsky says he still experiments 
with herbicides, since weeds seem to be his 
biggest problem with no-till. Other than 
Paraquat, he doesn't use much more 
herbicide than conventional tillage 
farmers. Weeds don't seem to affect 
yields in a no-till field as much as in a 
conventionally tilled field, Podhajsky 
says. 

"There will always be a few weeds that 
come back in a no-till situation. When they 
do come back, the com is already knee 
high or better, so the corn isn't really 
bothered," be sajd 

Podhajsky says he avoids planting corn 
after alfalfa since alfalfa is especially 
difficult to kill. When be tried this in the 
past, be used a quart of Paraquat and XTl 
spreader, plus four to five pounds of 
atrazine 

Podhajsky said he was told to plant 
heavier than usual when he firSt began no­
till, since the ground is generally colder 
during planting. His planting rate of 24,500 
seeds per acre the first year turned out to 
be too heavy, and he bad a lot of barren 
stalks. Since then, be plants around 23,800 
seeds per acre, and gets a f1D8l stand of 
around 20,000. 

Podhajsky plants a medium maturity 
variety of seed com. This year, he began 
planting his 120 acres of corn April 28 and 
finished May 3. 

Podhajsky adds that be is never in a 
hurry to get his fields planted since he's 
been practicing no-till. 

"lt (no-till fanning> is just a whole 
different ballgame; it's so relaxed. Other 
farmers are still out in their fields after 
dark, but I go out there at seven in the 
morning and I'm always back by six at 
night," he said. 

By planting no-till, Podhajsky not only 
saves time, but also fuel. He uses about 
one-half gallon of fuel per acre to plant 
corn, at a cost of about 50 cents. In table 1, 
Dick Pulse, Tama County extension 
director, compares Podhajsky's direct 
costs per acre for planting no-till corn with 
conventional plowing and planting. 

ln table 2, Pulse compares returns per 
acre over growing costs for conventional 
com production and Podhajsky's no-till 
operat~on. this year.. _ _ J-·. 

Podhajsky said the Ortho Chemical 
Company warns fanners to expect a 10 to 
15 percent yield reduction when planting 
no-till . But Podhajsky said he hasn't seen 
much of a loss in yield. 

"I won't claim that you will get the same 
yield as with conventional tillage, but 
you'll gt as many dollars in your pocket at 
the end of the year," be said. 

Albnght d1dn 't get his crowns as high as 
he would have liked Also, it was too windy 
when he wanted to spray herbicide, so he 
let 11 go 

The crowns help not only with weed 
control, but w1th other aspects of planting. 
For instance, the crowns warm up earlier 
in the year than the valleys, so you can 
plant earlier. They dry quicker in the fall, 
helping with harvest. 

All the residue falls mto the valleys, 
where it helps hold water for the corn 

The biggest advantage to no·till 
farmmg, of course. is that it can help cut 
erosion losses to the absolute m1mmum 

According to statistics comp1led by the 
Soil Conservation Service, a non-contoured 
field with a slope or 4 percent that is fall 
plowed can lose up to 12.5 tons of soil per 
acre per year Even a chisel plow-disk 
operation in the fall can cost 5. 7 tons per 

No-till 

Ronny Albright holds back his soybeans to show orr re~idue 
from his newly adopted system or no-till. Re~idue collect' in 
"valleys" between the rows and the bean~ <or cornl are 
planted right in the same ridges. year after )ear Albright 
also has com planted with the no-till system. 

insist on plowing. "Plowing is a tradition • • 
that's hard to break," he admits. 

Podhajsky's wife, Irene, says she thinks 
the appearance of the fields is one reason 
why many farmers are reluctant to farm 
no-till . 

"A plowed field looks so nice and clean. 
When you look at a no-till field, it just 
doesn't appear as pretty Appearance is a 
big thing," she said. 

Her husband agreed "When you get 
done planting no-till, you JUSt have to close 
the gate behind you and don't look back " 

For farmers just getting into no-till, he 
suggests reading books on the subject 
One which he found helpful is "No-Tillage 
Farmmg," by S.H Phillips and H.M 
Young, Jr 

Podhajsky emphasizes the need to go 
into no-till farming with an optimistic 
outlook. "You've got to have your mind 

TABLE 1. Com variable <out or pocket) 
gTowing costs per acre. 

Item 
Seed 

No-Till Conventional 
$ 14.00 $ 14.00 

5600 56.00 
6.90 6 90 

24.00 14.00 
1.30 1.30 

1.25 
2.90 
1.70 

Timesphoto by Steve Exley 

-made up that it will work, and you need to 
keep trying, he said. "I had no one around 
to help me when I first started, and it took 
pure determination. 

"A lot of others tried no-till, but never 
came back to it. They'd say that it didn' t 
work the first year. But, you ve got to keep 
trying and learning through experience, or 
it'll fail " 

Although some farmers may still be 
pessimistic about no-till farm1ng, 
Podhajsky says he has no doubts 

"The only thing l regret is that I didn't 
start no-till farming a Jot sooner." 
Podhajsky laughs. 

TABLE 2. Corn returns per acre over total 
gTowing costs. <Renects all \ariable and 
fixed machinery c~lS. labor, 'eed, and 
other costs. Fixed costs spread on 240 
tillable acres. l 

Item l\o-Till 
Returns $148 27 
Gallons offuel . 95 
Hours .30 
Labor cost 1 50 
Machine cost per acre 30.58 
Machine cost, fixed 32.00 
Nwnber of operations 2 
Tractor size, H P . 85 
Yield, bu. A. 125 

Conventional 
$113.42 

4 73 
108 
5.40 

71.53 
63.00 

7 
125 
125 

acre per year on the 4 percent slope 
:-Jo·hll reduces the Joss to 2.3 tons per 

acre per year In most cases, conventional 
fall plowing on non-contoured fields costs 
the farmer nearly six times the amount of 
topsoil per acre per year than no-till 

Fields that combine no-till farming with 
contour farming cut the loss to 1 1 ton per 
acre per year. 

And Robb Morrow of the SCS believes 

that this year, any field with contour 
farmmg may show a little better yield than 
it would 1f planted str&ght row. Contour 
rows gave the scant r&ns early in the year 
a better chance or soakjng in, so 
contouring may help the yields. 

By the same token, Albright, who works 
full lime at the VInton Electrical Plant 
thought 1980 might be a dry year, so b~ 
didn't crowd his crop. He planted 22,500 
plants per acre, In 38 inch rows. 
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! "FOR : 
! LAND SAKE l 
t t 
t t 

: OUR SOIL'' : 
t t 
t t 
t MAHR t 

: CONSTRUCTION, INC. : 
t TERRACING CONTRACTOR t 
f SHOP 472-4603 f 
f LOWELL 472-2090 : 
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........................................................... 

I HELGESON- I . ~ • • 

! AHRENS, INC. i 
• • 5 OLE HELGESON DICK AHRENS i 
• • • • • • 
i HOMESTEAD I IOWA ! 
• • 
! TILE DRAINAGE CONTRACTOR ! 
• • 
! & FARM TILING ! • • • • • • ! EQUIPMENT INCLUDES: ! 
: TILING MACHINE WITH LAZER PLANE, : 
• • : BACKHOE & BACK FILLER . : 
• • • • • • : WE INSTALL AND SELL : 
i CLAY AND PLASTIC TILE i 
• • • • • • • • • • 5 PHONE 662-3897 HOMESTEAD i 
• • • • 
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• • ! CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION ! 
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of ;so and piggybacked on one-half pint 
rJ 4-D and one-half pint of Banvel 
eoq iniation in addition to one pint of 
Pai 1uat and XTlspreader Soil samples 

P odhajsky says he thinks more farmers 
will be turning to conservation tillage and 
no-till as fuel prices continue to rise. He 
says he's seen more reduced tillage this 
year in his area, but most farmers still 

Fertilizer 
Insecticide 
Herbicide 
P lanter 
Chopping 
Plowing 
Dlscing twice 
Cultivating 
Field Cultivator 
Hoeing 

TOTAL $102.20 

.95 

.78 

.50 

$100.28 KILLBROS GRAIN BOXES 

We Salute Our Conscientious 

SOIL CONSERVATIONISTS 
OF 

BENTON COUNTY 

WE CARRY A COMPLETE LINE 

Of HUBBARD PHASE FEEDS FOR 

PROGRESSIVE FEEDERS 

4n- 8181 GARRISON 

[][] 
HUBBARD 

-

I • I 

- ----

--
SIZES: 265 bu. 355 bu. 500 bu. 

Use our low cost lease purchase pion 

lEASE FOR $5 51 °0
PER YEAR lEASE FOR$ 77 8°0

PER YEAR lEASE FOR$120 7°0 PER YEAR 

SALES OR LEASING 

DAVIS IMPLEMENT CO. 
VINTON, IOWA 

• 
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Soil survey maps to go into computer file 
AMES - Steps are bemg taken 

by cooperators of the Iowa So1l Survey 
Program to develop a comprehensive 
program placmg completed soil survey 
maps on computer file, says Iowa State 
University extens1on agronomist Gerald 
Miller 

The task of coding soil maps onto 
computer file IS bemg handled by the Land 
Use Analysis Laboratory in the 
department of agronomy at Iowa State 
University. 

Miller explains that computer files of 
soil maps allow soil conservation districts 
and farmers an opportunity to develop and 
evaluate alternative crop management 
plans and cropping sequences, 
conservation lilJage systems, and soil 
conserving structures Using current cost 
estimates, the economics of alternative 
management plans can be evaluated in 
terms of net earning capacity, 
productivity, soil deplet1on, and 
envlfonmenlal degradation 

A recent study was completed by soil 
scientists and an economist at Iowa State 
University using soil map data stored on 
computer file to evaluate a 7,1oo-acre 
watershed area 

On·site observation and assessment by 
local soil conservation district and 
extension personnel indicated that the 
cropping sequence of the land was 
continuous row crop with only a small 
amount of conservation tillage associated 
with fields harvested for corn and 
soybeans. Based on this assessm ent of 
cropland use a combination of five 
alternative cropping sequence and tillage 
systems were developed for the 
watershed, reports Miller. 

Structure saves 
earth in waterwa_y 

This water way, though initia lly 
expensive to install, benefit!. some 520 
acres of watershed. And while the creek 
below the ditch is somewhat deeper than 
the ditch through the waterway would 
have been, the advantages of the concrete 
retaining structure are obvious. 

Times photos by Steve Exley 

y 

One plan was based on an estimate of 
croppmg sequences and tillage 
management systems presently used m 
the watershed The remaining four plans 
required increasing kinds and numbers of 
conservation practices 

SOil losses for each soil umt used for 
cropland in the watershed were computed 
for each plan, Miller says. In addition, soil 
losses were computed for soil units used 
for woodland and pasture. The computed 
soil losses were summed over tht> land use 
categories for all soi l units in the 
watershed. The average annual soil loss 
for cropland in the watershed under 
present conditions was calculated to be 
over two times the tolerable soil loss limit 
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Onlv two alternat1ve plan:; reduced the soil this approach, the average annual soil loss 
loss estimate to acceptable levels, Miller for the farm was calculated as 55 tons per 
says acre 

A 160-acre farm unite located within the An economic analysis was made of the 
watershed was also analyzed in the study preser.t plan versus the alternative 
The present cropping sequence on the combmation plan The alternative 
fa rm was corn-corn·soybeans, with a conservation plan resulted in fewer dollars 
mmimum of conservation tillage returned to the land then the present plan. 
prachces The total annual soil loss for the However, offsetting the decrease in direct 
farm under present management was economic return to land of the 
calculated as 14.2 tons per acre. Each of conservation plan is the savings of more 
the five alternatve tillage management than 1,400 tons of soil, Miller reports. 
plans reduced the soli loss below 14.2 tons The evaluation of different combinations 
according to Miller ' of tillage systems and cropping systems is 

An allernahve plan was then developed 
for the farm, which combined 
conservation management plans. Using 

~ 
~ . 

~ ~ ... " ,., ,... -
~... . 

• 

through the use of the Universal Soil Loss 
equation. This equation is used by soil 
scientists to predict potential soil loss. The 
parameters of the equation are varied 
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New base, low cost 
• terraces cormn~ 

AMES A new type of terrace is being 
lned in Iowa, with an advantage ovel' 
other terrace types that is particularly 
appealing to farmers It's referred to as a 
narrow base terrace, and its advantage is 
its comparatively low price tag. 

"Broadbase terraces require 
considerable earthwork to make both sides 
of the terrace farmable," says Douglas 
Seibel, Soil Conservation Service state 
engineer 

" Earthwork is less with grass backslope 
terraces because one side of the terrace is 
left steep Narrow base terraces are the 
least expensive because both sides of the 
terrace are left steep and seeded to 
grass," Seibel reports 

He estimates that narrow base terraces 
cost about 40 percent less than grass 
backslope terraces 

One of the first to build narrow base 
terraces was Bremer County farmer Neal 
Smith 

"They're cheaper to build than other 
terrace types," Smith says " I'll put in 
more if they continue to work as well as 
they do now " 

Narrow base terraces have other 
•advantages, according to Seibel. Farmers 
don't have to farm around the terrace 
intake, so equipment size isn't a limiting 
factor In addition, there's no worry about 
farm equipment tipping over, because the 
terrace isn't farmed. 

But there are other considerations, 
Seibel says. Narrow base terraces aren' t 
easily compacted, so there is a greater 
chance of rain or livestock damaging the 
terraces before the seeding is firmly 
established. The narrower base also may 
mean more susceptibility to rodent 
damage. 

On the other hand, grass backslope 
terraces have the advantage of flattening 
out the land and broadbase terraces don';t 
require any seeded slopes 

"There's a place for all three terrace 
types," says Seibel " A family must 
compare construction cost aga1nst costs of 
maintenance and land taken out of 
production " 

According to Seibel, a grass backslope 
terrace takes about two rows out of 
production and a narrow base terrace 
about four rows. 

SAVE YOUR SOIL 
USEA 

BUSH HOG SOIL HOG 

THE TOTAL TILLAGE TOOL 

FOR SOIL PROTECTION 

ROMMANN TRACTOR CO. 
VINTON 

I 

accoramg to the conditions specified by 
the conservation practices and cropping 
sequences selected. The advantage of the 
methods used in the study revolves around 
the efficiency and speed of the computer in 
performing rather routine calculations as 
the variables change, Miller says. 

Miller reports that comput 
maps, knowledge or )and 
conservation practices, plus tb 
Universal Soil Loss equation, 
means to evaluate and study 
potential soii 106Ses under a wi 
conditions. 

ROUSE 
CONSTRUCTION 

Land Improvement contract 

TERRACING* WATERWAYS 
FARM PONDS 

EROSION CONTROL OF All KIN[ 
Ted Rouse 
Ph. 472-4340 

808 6th Ave. Vinton, Iowa 

SHEFFIELD 
BRICK & TILE CO. 

The Standard of Quality and Progr!ss 

for Over Half a Century 

SHEFFIELD, IOWA 50475 

FREE LAYOUT AND ESTIMATE 

Contact 
Office Ph. 515·U2·4354 

SHEFFIELD BRICK & TILE C 
ROGER PLATI, Chelsea 
1-515-489-2030 

now. 

ROGER ELLIS, Vinton 
472-3352 

DAVE NOLTE, lnde 
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Be ready for early planting. 
If you fall plow or otherwise till fields for next year's corn c 

gram sorghum crops, it's a good 1dea to apply fertilizer ahea bt 
the tillage. You can save valuable days m the spring when th 
uncerta inty of the weather can delay planting 

You can safely p ut down all the phosphorus and potash, I 
except that portion you may want to use m starter or row 
applications. For nitrogen, let our Fertilizer Spec1allst advisE jou 
on the best nitrogen source, timing and method of appllcat ln. 

The fertilizer appl ied now will be deeply placed and prom(~ 
deeper rooting. The nitrogen will give decomposition o f pla1 
residues an early start and your so1l will be in excellent cond on 
for planting. 

Base your fertilizer applications on soil test results. Set yc 
yield goals high and fertilize to meet those goals 

Let our Fertilizer Specialist help you We have the fertilize 
you need and we can even arrange for custom applicat1on 11 u 
w ish. So come in today. 

SEE US FOR YOUR 
SOIL TESTING & CROP CONSULTING 

VINTON 
COOPERATIVE 

Your Complete Source for Ferttltzer Supplies and Servi 


