
~/ ASS IG ~ ·tENTS 
t" ' .; I 

188.5-'86 t o 1889-·' 90 

1890- ' 91 to 1894-' 9.5 

189.5-' 96 to 1899-1 900 
I ' 

1900-' 01 to 1904-' 0.5 

190.5- ' 06 to 1909-'10 

1910-'11 to 1914-' 1.5 

191.5-'1 6 to 1919-' 20 

1920-' 21 to 1924-' 2.5 

192.5-!26 to 1929-' 30 

1930-'31 to 1934-' 3.5 

193.5- ' 36 to 1939-'40 

1940- ' 41 to 1944-'4.5 

194.5- ' 46 to 1949- ' .50 

19.50- ' .51 to 19.54- ' .5.5 

19.5.5- '.56 to 19.59-'60 

1960- ' 61 to 1964-' 6.5 

196.5- '66 to 1969- ' 70 

1970-'71 to 1974-'7.5 

1980-

Jerri Corey .,.,., 

Thelma Kapelman v 

Vergie Welch 

SUe Reed ·· 

~argaret Bishop f 

Lemah McCabe -

Charlotte Brunk ~ 

Mar garet Perry 

Gwen Faber J./ 

Ida belle Forker 

J erri Corey 

Adria Berry \ 

Ila \/ells 

Fran Throckmorton 

Theda Carron 

Hel en Holt ~ 



ASSIGNMENTS 

1885-'86 to 1889-'-90 

1890-' 91 to 1894-'95 

1895- ' 96 to 1899-1900 

1900-'01 to 1904-'05 

1905-' 06 to 1909-'10 

1910-'11 to 1914-'15 

1915-'16 to 1919-'20 

1920-' 21 t o 1924-'25 

1925--t26 t o 1929-' 30 

1930-'31 to 1934-'35 

1935-' 36 to 1939-'40 

1940-'41 t o 1944-'45 

1945-'46 t o 1949-' 50 

1950-'51 to 1954-' 55 

1955-'56 t o 1959-'60 

1960-' 61 to 1964-' 65 

1965-' 66 to 1969-'70 

1970-'71 t o 1974-'75 

1975-'76 to 1979-'80 

1980-' 

Jerri Corey 

Thelma Kapelman 

Vergie \{elch 

Sue Reed 

Mar garet Bishop 

Lemah McCabe 

Charlotte Brunk 

Margaret Per ry 

Gwen Faber 

Idabelle Forker 

Jerri Corey 

Adria Berry 
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RESEARCH BY THE CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE OF HISTORY OF 

THE DES MOINES WOMEN' .e_ CWB 

Place your name in upper right hand corner of each sheet. 

Be sure the name of the Document you are researching is at the t0p of each 
page also. 

Indicate page or reference number after each entry. 
\ , 

Use letters as indicated in listing of things to look for below. 

Remember that these materials are NOT to be removed from the building . 
Return to its place when finished with each book or document. 

BE SURE TO TURN OUT CLOSET LIGHT, LOOK DOOR AND RETURN KEY TO ANNABELLE 
when finished each time. 

HAVE FUN! 

A. Anecdotes 

B. Art Exibition (purchase prize) 

c. Building (Additions, remodeling ) 

D. Community Service (war work) 

E. Dues (~) 
F. Food service 

G. Gifts 

H. Goals 

I. Historical events 

J. Membership (number) 

K. Programs (V.I.P. ' s) 

L. Projects 

M. Rentals 

N. Scholarships 

o. Miscellaneous 



RESEARCH BY THE CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE OF HISTORY Q.E 

THE DES MOINES HOMEN'~ CWB 

Place your name in upper right hand corner of each sheet, 

Be sure the name of the Document you are researching is at the top of each 
page ·also. · 

Indicate page or reference number after each entry. . , 
Use letters as indicated in listing of things to look for below. 

R~member . that these materials are N~r to be removed from the buildine . 
Return to its place when finished with lach book or document. 

BE SURE TO TURN OlJr CLOSETI' LIGHT, LOCK DOOR AND Rrr:I'URN KEY '1'0 !IIU!ABTGLLE 
when finished each time. 

HAVE FUN! 

A. Anecdotes 

B. Art Exibition (purchase prize) 

c. Building (Additions, remodeling ) 

D. Community Service (War work) 

E. Dues ( j ., •ld v4-<:.< "'- I ) 

F. Food service 

G. Gifts ~ \oo.~~ 

H. Goals 

I. Historical events 

J • !~em bership (number) 

K. Programs . (V.I .P.'s) 

L. Projects 

M. Rentals 

N. Scholarships 

0. Mi scellaneous 

.. 



2/3/86 

2/14/86 

2/ 21/ 86 

.3/1/86 

3/21/86 

4/ll/R6 

6/15/86 

9/h./86 

9/19/96 

12/8/86 

9/ 26/ 86 

CLI PPI NGS 1885 - 18go 

Ton ics for discussion " The Necessity f or Teaching Physiology and 
Hyg iene in all Pub l ic Schools o f the State with r e f erence to in­
fluence of stimulant s a nd n arc ot ics U""lOn thehuman system ." 

Tou ic : "Nervous st r ains in Girls ." Pauer uresented by Mr s . Dr . 
Pomer oy of Callanan Col leg e . 

Six oetitions a gainst "uer nici0us l ite r ature" nresented to 
Senator Gatch who ure sented t hem t0 Legi s l qture . 

Pan~r on Cr.nventi '"'nal i n Art read cy Mrs . Jud g e Cook . 

I n 1886 one o f the most uonular members of theHouse was Mr . August 
Anderson o f Stratford , I owa , Hami l t on C0unty . He won large 
influence among his f ellow l egi s l qtor s by his manifest good 
nol i tics and general wo rks . He came t 0 I owa i n 185ti - h e was in 
De s Moines tha t ye a r when it was a mere vi l lge - he camued one 
night on the e as t s i de o f the rive r and te ll s now with a n i e t humor 
and great r e1 i s h how he and h i s sister crent on the irhen~s and 
knees on the o ld dam nver the river t0 ?et A~1s ~~~ -~~t for 
:~eir su~per f r om a litt J e store o n t hi s s i d e . It is i nter esting 
t n hear h i m tell o f the wo nderful changes in the 12 year s . 

Mr s . J . E l len Foster r e turned fr om Rh0de I s land where sb.e took an 
active nar t in thelate campaig n f o r constitutiona l nro hib ition . 

A Woman ' s ~xchan~e d i s cussed - more or Jess l ike a Reg i ster for 
EmolnyabJe women as maids , housekPe~ers , nursemaids , etc . A nlace 
t o market sewing , c lothes , l i nens , e tc . t o be sole with the 
Exchange keening 10% fo r exoenses a nd 90~ goin~ t o make r . An 
onportunity for l ad i es wi t h s~ecial talent s in sewing , cooking , 
etc . to market their talents and heln with fami ly inco"Tle . Abr-u t 
July lS , 1886 , a n Exchange was se t un in a room in the ~eek Block 
on Si xth stree t, three door s sout h of Locust (west sid e ) where 
a l l may bring an~ find sale f o r the ir hand i wor k . 

The mail ed i tors are glad t o welcome a s c o -worker s in the 
newsoaoer fie l d two Des Mo i nes Jadies - Mr s . ~P-ry J . Co~geshqll 
and Mrs . Martha C. Calanan , Edito r and Business Manager of Woman ' s 
Standa rd , a neH eight D"l.R;e monthJ.y which wi Jl champ i on the 
cause of women ' s suff rage . 

Fr om the Register - Gene r al W. T . Sherman a r rived in the city 
yester day and is S'lending Sund<>Y as guest of his b r othe r 
Major Hoyt Sherman . 

The Des Mn ines Womens Club meeting at the Women ' s Exchange 
on west Sixth Street . 

Article re intervi ew with I sabella Beecher Hooker at the home of 
Charles Dudley Warner - a d a y o r so after the death rf Pr ofessor 
St owe . 



(Clin~ings 1885 - 1890 c ontinued) 

11/14/86 

1/3/87 

3/?/87 

4/5/87 

5/1.2/87 

5/21/87 

12/9/87 

l l /12/87 

l/18/88 

l/28/88 

7/lO/R8 

5/29/89 

Citizens of DesMotneshave r eason t o be nr nud of the Women's 
~xchange for althou gh but three m~nths in existence its h ome ­
made breads have W)n such a renut a tinn abroad tat orders c ame 
regularly fr om Chic ago . 

Meeting he ld in Good Temola r ' s hall (west Walnut Street) 

DMWC meeting a t YMC~ r ooms in the Flynn Bl ock 

Mrs . Governor Hull read very thoug;htful naoer on "Beauty and 
Hygiene in Dress . " Her naper was one of the most ru ggest ive 
that has yet b~en read before the Club . 

Paner on Chri stian Science taking grounds a gainst that high toned 
" i sm " was c r ill iant effort and of course e 1 ici t ed a S'J ir i ted 
discussion. ' 

Paner on " '.~Tomen in Po J itic s ." 

CJose of Woman ' s Festival a nd Bazaar after a success ful week . 

Toas t and Res Don ses : Women in Journalism, Municinal suffrag e -
w ~men as Educators , Woman Suffra~e a National Necessity . The 
Nati onal Caus e i s man ' s - they rise or s in~ to~eth er . 

Paner on advisab ility o f han~ing - all c ut one voted for c anital 
nunishment . Mrs. J . lrJyrnan voted a g a i nst - h Pr reason - "Canital 
Dunishment is a re J ic o f barbarism an0 if it proves t he b est way 
of enforcing the l a w, that we are not reedy for it . 

Retirement of Mr . Hoyt Sherman as President o f the Equitable 
Life Insurance Comoany . 

mr . Margaret Clea ves elected V. P. of Nati~nal Association f o r 
Advancement o f Women a t the recent Congre ss in NYC . 

De finite contract with YMCA f or rnnms 

So e cial meeting of DM1tTC ~o1 a s held at the off ice o f Mrs . Gillet te 

Amendments t ~ the Articles of Incornoration were unani~nusly 

accented and following amendme ts t o By - LqWS Here adonted : 

1. Club is a s t oc'-< comoany . Numbe r of shares shall not 

exceed 10~0 and the value of each share s ha ll b e $3. 00 . 

2 . Each member shall oHn one s hare 0nly, not transferable . 

3. Each member shall pay an annual dues o f $2 . 00 Rfter the 

fi rs t year of membershin . 

h . The stock nf any nerson n ot oaying the annual cues by t h e 

clo se o f the fi s c al year shall be forteited . 



6/r:;/R9 

10/9/89 

ll/6/89 

5/1/ 90 

5. The duti es of the Board of Directors shall be to Alect the 

officers o f the Club and the Chairman rf the Co~mittees f r om 

its body , to transact a11 business for t~e Club and to 

dec i rl e t o whom sto ck is t o be so l d . 

6. The fisc al year shall beg i n first o f Octoher . 

7 . The Annual Meeting shall be held on t he secnnd Wednesday 

in March . 

8 . 1\ll motirns sh a 11 be '11Rde in writi ng and hander to the 

Secret a ry . 

Meeting at Savery Fotel . It was moved and seconded that a 25! 
fine he imo0se d for absence fr om Board Mee t ings - the 0nly 
e x cus e b einq; sickness o r absence from to"'m . Carried. 

Mee t ing at Des M0 · nes CJub Par lors - r oom n r oved to be inadequate . 

Meet ing at Congregat irnal Church 

Dr . Margaret A. Cl eaves starts East tonight to ma~e N. Y. City 
her oermanent home and enga~e in ~rac t ice there . 
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Homan 1 s Congress held in Des Moines, lOiva October 7 , 8 , and 9 , 1885 · 

Julia Ward Howe, President. (National Association of Women was originally 

called The Homan ' s Congress) 

Every northern state except one was represented in the audience on 

the first day of the Congress . 150 ladies served supper that evening . 

The Des ~1oines Homen's Club \-Tas the outgrmvth of the enthusiasm created 

among the ladies who attended the Congress. 

10/14/1885 

10/27/1885 

Club organized and called A. A. H. , Association for the 

Advancement of i-Tomen. Dr. Margaret Cleaves elect~d first 

Pr esident by 20 ladies present . Organized somewhat after 

the plan of the He'll' England Homens Club of Boston. Club name 

to be picked later. l4eetings to be held from 1 to 4 PM on 

a l ternate Tuesdays . Treasury had $350 , proceeds of tickets 

sold at door on three evenings of t he Congress. 

Mrs. Abdile, elected V. P . , S. M. Dickenson , Treasurer . Board 

of Directors appointed. Picked the name "Des Moines Womens 

Club . " 

By la,.,s from Ne' '' Engl and Homens Club of Boston and Ne\-T Cent . 

Club of Philadelphia were read - New England Homens Club were adopted . 

. Art. 1 from New Cent. Club , Philadelphia 

Object: Create an organized center of thought and action 

among \-Tomen . 

2 Furnish a quiet central place of meeting in D. M. for the 

comfort and convenience of it ' s members . 

3 Officers : President, Vice President , Treasurer , Secretary 

and a Board of not less than 10 or more t han 15 to be chosen 

at each annual meeting . 

4 Officers of the association shall be ex offic i o directors and 

shall have entire charge of the association . 



) 

5 To become a member it is necessary to be proposed by a 

member in writing and accepted by the Board of Directors . 

, 6 Gentlemen may become associate members and shall be entitled 

to attend all the general meetings . 

1 A fee for membership and associate membership shall 

be $1.00 annually. 

8 Fee for life membership and associate life memb ership 

deferred for further consideration . 

9 The directors shall have the right of electing honorary 

members . 

10 The annual meeting shall be held on the last Tuesday in 

September and shall be called by the Secretary either by 

individual notification or by advert ising in prominent 

Des Moines Papers . (This ,.,as later discontinued. ) 

11 Financial year shall begin on the f irst of October . 

12 The Board of Directors shall have the right to fill 

vacancies in their own body . 

13 Bylaws may be amended at any annual or special meet ing by 

a two thirds vote of the members present the proposed 

amendment having been presented at a pr evious Directors 

meeting and notice of an intention to amend having been 

appended to the call of t he meeting . 

14 Adopted by Board 11/24/85 . The fee for life member ship 

and associate life membership shall be $10 . 

Order of Hark : l. Art and Literature 

2 . Har k 

3. Discussion 

4. Education 



) 
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11/10/85 16 present . Mrs . Patchin honored the club with first paper in 

practical suggestions . She suggested a local association or place 

of exhibition for the advancement of art and the utility of 

such an association in D. M. She referred to the Art School at 

Callanan and the artistic excellence of ~trs . Witmer ' s pictures. 

Balance in treasury $5.15. 

ll /24/85 12 present . Added $14.15 for dues minus expenditures. Paper by 

l•1rs. Namse from Committee on Vlork "Dress of Women" 

12/8/85 Duties of Com..rni ttee on Discussion discussed and letter from N. E. Homens 

Club of Boston read. The Committee is to select topics for discussion 

and appoint proper ones to lead in discussion. Paper on "Domestic 

Service" given. 

12/22/85 Committee on Education - Interesting pupils in their 1vork , superin-

1/5/86 

1/19/86 

2/2/86 

tendents have hobbies, absolute necessity for short lessons , phonetic, 

spelling , etc. 

1.vomen ' s Club of Marshalltor..m asking privilege of membership in D. M.H.C. 

Paper on Laws of Im.;a and Property Ri ghts of Women . First Club 

Tea served . Provided by the Committee on Work , honoring ~rrs . Haddock 

of Iowa City who gave the paper . 12 present . 

First Club Tea cost a total of $10.45. Paper on necessity of teaching 

the l aws of physiology and hygiene to the youth of the country with 

especial reference to the effects of narcotics on human system. Paper 

fully discussed and so favorably received a Bill was drafted to submi t 

to the legi slature . See copies attached. 
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Vergie Welch 

Highlights 1895- 1896 
Pr esident--Mrs . A. B. Cummings . Her motto "To Do the Wi ll and Plea­

sure of the Club." 

In October a t the Byer s ' home . Ma j or Byers read one of his original 

poems . 

Some meetings wer e held in the Ragg Bldg. assembly room. 

A committee was appointed to enter tain working gir ls , aided by the 

Y. W. C. A. The girls were to be entertained every two weeks . Free newspapers 

and magazines would be given to those girls unable to afford them . 

An effor t to get compulsory education was brought before the Legis-

lature . 

A course of l ectur es by the Honorable Hamilton Gibson was sponsored 

by the club . They resulted in a loss to the club of $96 . 95· 
Mrs . Callahan gave a talk on Women ' s Rights . She favored an amend­

ment to give women the right to vote. Mrs . Lehman spoke against women ' s 

rights . 

Honor was given to our Mother Club "Sorosis . 11 Meetings transferred 

to Central Presbyterian Church . 

The Art Commi ttee pur chased three pictures from Mr . Gries for $250 . 
Dues were raised to $3 this year by a majority vote . 

The big dream this year--a new clubhouse . 

A book was sent to the Libr ary in Everett , Washington . 

Proper NUtrition became an important project this year . 

The Y. M. C. A. offered to rent rooms to the Des Moines Women ' s Club , 

on one afternoon a week for $45 a month . Accepted by the club @embers . 

Chautauqua was promoted by the club . 

A "Fete" was held at Waveland Park for children . The $25 cleared 

at the "Fete" was divided between the Home for the Aged and the River 

Front Par k fund . $557 . 10 was taken in during this year , 651 paid dues 

of $2 and 26 paid entrance fees of ~5 each . 

Mr . and Mrs . Field gave a landscape in oil to the club . 

Mrs . Wallace gave a portrait in water color . 

Mr . Wi lliams gave two " copies" (?) to t h e club . 

Women ' s Club money waG invested in city paving bonds to draw more 

interest . 

" Cycle" was the name given an early publication of the club . 

In March Mrs . R. R. Peters was elected Pr esident . 



2 Vergie Welch 

Miss J ane Addams wa s invited to give a lecture on Hull House . She was 

a llowed $25 and expenses . 

A motion to cha nge the name of the committee Women ' s Work to Household 

Economies was a pproved . 

S300 wa s allowed to be used for new furnishings in the club rooms a t 

the Y. M. C. A. 

Highlights 1896- 1897 

Mrs . Peter s pr esided at the September meeting . I t wa s club room a t 

the Y. M. C. A. 

It wa s voted to s ub- let the club rooms to other organizations for 

progr a ms a nd entertainment , but there was to be no danci~g and car d 

parties allowed . 

Mrs . Peters a sked ea ch members to dona te to the china cabinet a cup, 

a pl ate a nd a spoon . 

"Summer Afternoon" painted by Pr of . Charles Cumming wa s purchased by 

the club for SlOO , including the fra me . 

The club voted to open an a rt gallery to be free for public enjoyment . · 

S5 . 6 . 70 wa s made from the sa le of the city paving bonds . 

A vote to purchase a pia no wa s a ffirma tive . 

A specia l meeting was held to decide wha t the club woul d do to help 

with the Nationa l Convention of the Women ' s Suffrage Movement t o be he ld 

in 1898 . It would be cha ired by Susan B. Anthony . The club voted to help . 

A motion to have a drill for a bout 15 minutes on parliamentary pr o-

cedures a t every other meeting wa s a pproved . 

Mrs . D. H. Reicha r d was ele cted pr esident a t the annua l meeting . 

A contract was ma de with the Y . M . C ~ A . to ha ve the fifth floor as the 

Women ' s Club and the Art Gallery . 

The members of the club were to run the s treetcar s on June 24 as a 

benefit for the Home for the Aged fund . 

"The Rose of Iowa" writte n by Major Byers wa s s ung for the firs t time 

by Miss Walla ce . She a lso s a ng " I f Maggie Were My Own ," written by Ma jor 

Byers for his wife who was a member of the club and wa s in attendance . 

A planned June Garden Pa rty wa s r a ine d out so it became Troll ey Day and 

wa s held a t the ca r depot . 



3 Vergi e Welch 

Hi ghlights 1897- 1898 

Mrs . Reichard presided at the first meeting . ~eporters from the 

paper came and were very inter ested in the wor k of the club. 

Ma jor Byer s , Mr . Cumming and several other gentlemen attended the 

club art programs . 

"October," an oil painting by Mr. McCord,was purchased for 8125 . 

Mrs . Flynn was thanked for the engraving , "The Immaculate Concep­

tion" by Murillo . 

James Whitcomb Riley gave a progr am which was atteneled by many . 

The new city library wa s to be built on the River Fr ont . Some club 

member s were unhappy with the location . 

A flag was presented to the Fir st Regiment , Iowa National Guard . 

A program on Spain ha d been planned before war clouds hung over 

the United St ates , but the progr am was given a nyway . 

The women vot ed to make a f lag fo r the club room . Lat e r one was 

purchased for $45 . 

"Venus de Milo" and the "Parthenon Frieze" were purchased . 

Club passed a r esolution tha t the newt possessions of the United 

States be annexed . 

A special s t udy of Pl ato , ~~t~,, Aristotle and the Gr eek philoso­

phy made up sever al progr ams for the year . 

In January of 1898 the treasury had a balance of $314. 91 . Motion 

that new city warrants be pur chased with out sur plus money . Defeated . 

Fr ames for several paintings ~ere purchased and glass to cover many 

pictures was bought because the smoke of De s Moines wa s extremely injuri­

ous to them. 

A special meeting was requested by Mayor MacVicar to inform the 

women about municipal ownership of the waterworks . 

Mr s . Rawson presented a small bust of Dante to the club . 

Dues were r aised to $5. 198 members at end of year. 

Two r eceptions were held . The rest of the meetings we r e serious. 

"Not a good hea rty l augh fo r a year ." 

Tenth anniversar y was celebrated . Books for pleasure and instruction 

were placed in the str eetcar waiting room . 

Help was given the working girls of Des Moines . 

Jan . 27 , 1898 a social meeting was held. Women attending the Suf­

f r age Convention were invited guests . Susan B. Anthony spoke to the 
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4 Vergie Welch 

women as did severa l bthers in attendance . The women urged club members 

to be a ctive in getting women the right to vote . A r eception followed 

the meeting . 

Mr . Amos Hi att , superintendent of the East Des Moines schools , 

spoke on the danger of cigarettes . 

Mrs . Wea ver ga ve the club a beautiful watercolor painting. 

( By Bald:W:ilE)) 

Club ' s special interests: Childr en ' s Home , Home for the Ages , 

free ~indergarten , Soci a l Settlement, Y. W. C. A. 

Mrs . W. W. Witmer was elected President at the annual meeting . 

Hi ghlights 1898- 1899 

Mrs . Witmer presided a t the September meeting . 

The club exhibited its pictures a t the Seniomsed Art Exhibition . 

The club took part in Des Moines ' Flor a l Par ade . 

The Drant Art Exhibit wa s held in December . 

The club pur chased 11 Boy Sailing Boat ,'' by Soysa Pinta for $120 and 

a Gue picture was a lso purchased . 

Dr . Smouse wa s speaker a t ta meeting open to the public . 

Art studies were high on the list for programs this yea r. 

A social meeting in June wa s open to al l the Federated Clubs in 

Des Moines . 

The motto for the year is 11 Use the Women ' s Club to Help Des Hoines . 11 

The by- laws were studied and then revised . 

Thesocia l event in June was held at the home of Mrs . Ra wson , who had 

l a r ge verandahs and beautiful green l awns . The setting a nd we a ther were 

perfect for the l a r ge gathering of all the Federated Club . 

During 1898- 1899 the women collected much a rt . They collected 

pictures , r a re pieces , tapestries, bronze, carved wood a nd decor a tive 

art . 

The Art Gallery wa s open during Carniva l Week . 

The club worked for cleaner streets. The l adies swept the street­

ca rs a nd cleaned alleys and neighborhoods . They interested people in 

building a public libra ry . They influenced thinking toward a clubhouse . 

They arr anged meeting of the Congress of Mothers and encouraged mothers 

to become involved in the schools . 

The Des Moines Federation of Women ' s Club was organized in 1899 · 



5 Ver gie Welch 

Highlights 1899- 1900 

Mr s . T. M. Walker becaRe the new president officially in September . 

The club made $145 . 66 from the Reaser Lectures on Art . 

The school system was of special interest ~othhe c ciDub 1899- 1900 . 

The women felt the teachers were more interested in testing new methods 

and theories rather than teaching genuine knowledge . 

A Hi story Symposium was held at the club r ooms in the Y. M. C. A. 

Miss Mary Wadsworth , who was a descendant of Henr y Wadswort h Long­

fellow, was a guest of the club in January 1900 . 

Assets of the club now $2856 . 73. The by- laws wer e accepted as revised . 

Mrs . Walker was re- elected President f or the new year . 



Research by : Sue Reed 

DES MOINES WOMENS CLUB HISTORICAL FACTS 
FROM MIN~ES AND CLIPPINGS FOR YEARS 1901-1905 

1/9/1901 Meetings held at YMCA . 

Discussed whether club should move into new Library Bldg. for a 

year or two . Approved lecture and exhibition pictures by Mr . Reasor 
a t cost of $2 5 . Admission to be 15¢ . . , 

2/20/1901 

3/1/1901 

3/20/1901 

4/3/1901 

4/20/1901 

7/2/1901 

9/25/1901 
10/9/1901 

The Club withdrew as members of Mothers Congress . 

Motion to buy Mr. Reasor ' s picture of "Old Man and Sleeping 
Child" for $350 . 00 Carried • . Club installed electric 
lights for exh ibition . 

Mr . Cumming invited to exhibit his pictures . Club contributed 

$10 . 00 to continue Mr. Cumming as a member of Art Fund Assoc. 
18 members present . Reported 20 books from club members 
sent to Condo North Dakota library . 

Ordered hard wood pedestal from Harbach ' s for the bronze 
figure of Joan of Arc . Cost $20 . 00 

23 members present Dues of Associate members raised to $7.00. 
14 members present . 
Committee chai rmen reported funds for Club House pledged. 
Mrs Windsor - $640 . Mrs Clapp - $1240 . Mrs Cummings-$320 . 
Mrs Elbert - $840 . Mrs . Durley - $350. 

Letter from Mr . D. R. Mills offering home on Chestnut St . 

for sale. Board declined . 
Mrs T. M. Walker r etired. 126 Club members & 15 visitors . 
Mrs Jenney and Mrs Macomber spoke on Art of City . Discussed 

Seni Om Sed and conc l uded they did not want i t . 

10/23/1901 Committee appointed on Municipal Improvement to study local 

and municipal problems and cooperate with the city officials 

10/30/1901 

in keeping city clean. 
17 members present . Letter from Mrs Atkins offering to 

sell to club for $150 . a copy of Millet's "Gleaners" 

by Miss Alic Beckington 
Mot ion to offer PEO use of Club parlors free of rent if they 
furnish a piano and allow club to use it . 



ll/6/1901 Pres . Baily appoi nted 72 members to serve on Civics Committee . 

Program on comoulsory education . Prof . Frank Hanna of 

Hi ghland Park College spoke on "Advantages of a Technical 

Educat ion 11 , Pres . Adams of Des Moines College presented 
uAdvantages of the Classical Course; and Chancellor Craig of 

Drake Uni versity apoke forcibly in favor of 11 El e ctives" . 

11/27/1901 Discussion on buying pictures and t here was strong sentiment 

in favor of orig inals versus copies . 

12/4/1901 15 members present 
Motion to buy Mill et ' s 11 Gleanel1S 11 lost 
Bylaws changed . lst meeting to be on lst Wed . in October 
(16 meet ings) no meeting to be held after May 15 . Motion 

to rent Club rooms in YMCA for another year . 

1902 
1/15/1902 Motion for Mr . Cu~mings to exhi bit his picture 2/12 to 2/19 

in Club parlors , YMCA 

Program : A comparison of writers of fiction. 
Jane Austin & Thomas Hardy ; Mar ia Edge Worth 
and Kat e Dougl as Wiggen ; Washington Irving and 
Mark Twain . 

1/22/1902 Voted to affi liate with Iowa State Congress of Mothe rs . 

1/29/1902 Social meeting . Guests were Visiting delegates tfo the 

Congress of Mothers and Legislat ive ladies . 

2/5/1902 Letter read from s . Seymour Thomas , Paris , offering ass i stance 
relative to Art purchases for club. Offer accepted . 

2/12/1902 Program by Art Committee and the opening of the Cummings 
Art exhibit in the Club parlors . 

3/12/1902 Auditorium YMCA . Election of Off icers . Mrs J.C . Cumming ,Pres . 

Mrs C. L. Watrous , l st VP , Mrd E. D. Burbank , 2nd VP 

3/19/1902 Agent of N. B. Collins estate offered for sale the Collins 
home on 5th St . between Center and Park Streets for $9 500 . 
Committee late r turned the offer down as remodeling would 
be too expensive . 

Finance Committee reported $1300 . on hand to be invested 

at 5%. 
3/26/1902 Delegates e lected to the General Fed . of Womens Club at 

Los Angeles , May 1 . Mrs \.J.L . Reed and Mrs E. S . Burgen . 
Program : 11 The Battlefield as a Factor in the Development 

of Races 11 by Dr . A. B. Marshall 



4/9/1902 Voted to inform Li brary Board that the Club desired to 

occupy rooms in New Library Bldg . 
5/7/1902 YMCA auditorium . J.B. Heaver spoke on "Civic Pride" ; 

Samuel Strauss on "The Ci ty Beautiful 11 and Grace Clark 

DeGraff sang . 

5/21/1902 Met at Knights of Pythias Hall 

6/4/1902 
6/14/1902 
6/18/1902 

Mrs E. H. Carter presented the Club with an Orangewood plaque , 

decorated with poinsette from the 7 members of club who 

attended the G. F . W. C. at Los Angeles . 
Program by Philosophy Dept . Music by Amphion Orchestra . 
Mrs F . lf/ . Weitz read paper on "Some phases on Modern Science 11 • 

Treasurer reported $1000 . on hand to be invested . 
Agreed to renew lease at YMCA for additional year . 

Meeting held at home of Judge and Mrs S . F . Prouty . 
Mrs Mitchell , chairman of committee on Club House stated that 
several Capital i sts of the city had been visited . They were 

willing to assist the Club in the erection of a Club House 

r but recommended the women take the matter in hand and ~o it 
~ themselves . Mrs Mitchell and Mrs Baily had secured subscriptions 

of $2000. worth of stock at $25 . per share . 

8/13/1902 Election - 64 members present . Mrs B. F . Elbert elected Pres . 

9/11/1902 Club was asked to vacate YMCA rooms as they were leased 
to CCC . Committee appointed reporte~ that Chapel at New 

Congregational · urch could be rented for $40 . per month . 

Committee appointed to investigate placing works of Art in 
Capitol Bldg . 

10/1/1902 . Met at YMCA . Finance report $3635 . 49 . 
Committee reported Art collection was removed to State Capitol 

10/15/1902 75 visitors , 222 club members. 

10/23/1902 

Art meeting and exhibit of fine ~ictUres . 

Gu~sts : Visiting DAR 1 s attending State Convention 
Samuel Strauss on "Winslow Homer and hiTs work" . 

August Bilz "Whistler and Thanlou" 
C. A. Cumming "Development of American Art" 

Some Club furniture sold and Club chairsstored at White Line 
Transfer . 

10/25/1902 Voted to form a joint stock company. Shares to be $25 . ea . 
and that $10 , 000 . be subscribed . 

I'1oved and carried that no old home be purchased . 



1/6/1904 

-.__..; 2/3 /1904 

1904 

Meet ings in January held at Yeomen Hall . 
Met at Yeomen Hall. 145 members and 119 guests . 
W. M.R. French of Art Institute of Chicago on "Wit and Humor 

of the Crayon" . 
3/2/1904 Elect ion of officers. Mrs J.C.Cummins , Pres .; Mrs Belle 

Gilcrest, 1st VP ; Mrs A. B. Shaw , 2nd VP . 
Met at Yeomen Hall the remaining part of year. 

4/20/1904 Moved to puTchase a picture with Art Fund . 

3/15/1905 

Mr . Cummi~ was empowered to purchase a picture at 
Louisiana Purchase Exhibition . The Guinier picture 
"Entering the Harbor" was purchased for $550.00 . 

1905 
The Club purchased "Packing the Caravan 11 by Edward Lord 
Weeks" for $1500.00. 

During 1905 the Club met at the El ks Glub House . 
387 members . 
Had Art Loan Exhibit under auspices of Moulton & Co . 
of Chicago . The Club purchased "Landscape of Ives 
and Mr. Moulton presented the club with a DeHoag 
"A Cup of Tea 11 • 
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1907-1908 Margaret Bishop 

BOARD MINUTES: 

Oct. 30--FIRST MEETING IN THEIR OWN AUDITORIUM! 
Dec. 7--New Club home dedicated: included luncheon for greater Des Moines 

Committee at 6:30P.M.; public reception in the evening. 

G--Donations reported: Des Moines Gas Co.--2 gas stoves 
Greater Des Moines Committee-mahogany table 
Chase & West--Mahogany hall clock 
Younker Bros.--rug 
Frankel Bros.--Oriental rug 
Robert Bebb--3 doz. roses 
Belt & Van Sittert--Decoration of dining r oom 
Mrs. Elbert--jardiniere & chandelier 
Davidson Bros.--oak hall settee 

D--Jan. 1, 1908-- Social Dep't. held Open House for the public 3-10 P.M. ; 
Refreshments were served in the dining room. About 500 
callers were received. 

. . 

C-- By agreement with the Parks Dep't this location will be called Hoyt Sherman 
Place. (Feb. 19) 

Apr. 15--post card pictures of the Club House ready for sale 
For her services about the building 9AM-3PM, Mrs . Pickett will be allowed to r e­
tain a room in the Club House with the understanding the Club will have use of 
her piano for rehearsals. C$25.00 per month) 

M--Rental Schedule adopted : Small Auditorium 
~. J Clubs-not over 16 members 

Card parties--all rooms of 

$ 2.00 
1.50 

the house 
For luncheons & dinners 
Lar ge Auditorium 
Receptions (without china) 
Silver & china extra 

Auditorium & parlors 

20.00 
20.00 
15.00 
20.00 

A- Jan. 1908 Excessively large water bill was referred 
to investigate with • company • 

5.00 
30.00 

to the House Committee 

C Feb. 12 Rental Committee to inf orm applicants that there is to be no smoking 

" II 

B II " 

in Club House , except in the Gentlemen 's Dressing Room. 
Back porch to be enQlosed; dining room furniture to stay in that room. 
Pictures loaned to Roadside Settlement house to be plac ed in the Club 

house now. 
0 Mar. I1 Allowed request of Mrs. Pickett for her husband to occupy her roGm while 

she recovers from surgery in the hospital. 
B May 14 Photograph of "The Cup o•Tea" was sent to the Fine Arts Journal. 

M--
By- Laws amended: Seven members of the House Committee to be Renting Sec­
tion; Property Section to be responsible for the first floor and above; 
third section (to be known as Contracting Section ) to be responsible for 
basement, including purchase of fuel , heating appar atus , stoves and light 
fixtures with contract with gas, water and electric companies, also have 
charge of plumbing and sanitary conditions, and appoint and dismiss all 
employees. 

B June 17--approved the return of Forget pictures to ~~s. Lew Smith as requested. 
C Aug. 8 -- DAR Chapter requested small auditorium be supplied with pi ano and 

platform f or their use. 
~ ~: .;tt_.,.__ ' ""t ~/'1"'1 ~ f1- s-.J--.JR 
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1908--1909 Margaret Bishop 

FROM BOARD MINUTES: 
1908 

G Oct. 
~ R~" .if..l .. <J·f~ ~ 

7 - Bust of Dante (of Carra~marble) pr esented by the German Study Club (Der 

0 Dec. 
Damenkraus) composed of club members, purchased in Italy by Mrs. Macomber 

eomplimentary- recital by Major Byers. 
D " 

1909 

Pottery exhibit by Farr Bros. of Oskaloosa during State Teachers' Gonventio1 
Club was open to them to visit. 

B Feb. J Held exhibit of amateur artists • Mr. A.H.Griffith of Detroit Museum 
lectured both afternoon and evening. Event reported in the paper as a big 
success with 50 entries. Plans made to continue this _event annually and 
Feb. ·10 ;1.-:ss to be the Annual Art Day. 

K Mar~22Program by Ben Greet Players and Russian Symphony was arranged by the Club 
& held at Roadside Settlement... . r:-

May 12 Had a Childrens' Day pr ogram--to be an annual affair. (Discontinued later) 
May 27 Music Day program:matinee in Ingersoll Park, repeated in the evening. 

C Jan. 27 Board to make effort to secure the sideboard formal;,ty(formerly) in the 
house & which had been built to match the dining room chairs. 

Record Committee acquired old books and manuscripts of value to the Club 
and placed them in a drawer in the butler's pantry. 

Total membership: 479 
"Crowded conditi ons have made our r oom too 

K Jan.1 An "At Home" for Club members, their f amilies 
B Added copy of Rembrandt and copy of Valasquez 

while he was studying at the Louvre. 

213 
small" average a ttendance 21 
and friends 
both paomted by Prof. Cumming 

Samuel Adams dona ted . 2 portraits by Marshall Talbot ( og 'J.wr... <-)w<.A. ~~) 
Purchased "Lady in Green" by Mrs. J ohansen $800.00 
Proteus Club placed an Innes picture and an autumn scene by John C. Johan­

sen in our collection. 
D Mar. 3--called meeting--voted to stand by the city Federation of Women's Clubs 

in their efforts for a public playground. (Board Minutes) 
June 18--voted $10.00 to help on decorating the grounds at Hubbell house for the 

Federation lawn fete. 
Apr. 28--Discussed need for detention home , and 1 moral law for both sexes. 

Voted r esolution to earnestly request Board of Supervisors to carry out the 
law relative to a detention home. 

0 Sept. Mrs. Pickett retained for $10.00 permonth and room r ent. 
A Jan 13--for exhibition of pictures by Mr. and Mrs. Johansen Club paid $2.00 

express charges from New York but the Committee was to notify them tha t 
the Club would pay no more. ( 31 ~ ~ · ._._ ~ ..e-,U,:J.c.A) 

B Gave $75.00 to YWCA to furnish a bedroom in their new liuilding. 
B Added 2 pictures to collection: one by Leon Stetzell and one by Katherine Bartle 

Beneficiaries of our Art ScholarshiJ? in Cumming School of Art. (Battlet} 
C Chickering gr and piano acquired {for $60o.oo) 



1~09--1910 Margaret Bishop 

K Annual business meeting to be the 15th meeting of the Club year.(Bylaws pg. 48) 
BOARD MINUTES: 
K Had John Kendrick Bangs for a program (Feb. 10, 1910) 
G Jan. 5 Mrs. C. B. Abdill presented picture "The Gleaners" painted by Alice Beck­

inton, a Des Moines girl. 
K Met in Princess theatre to accommodate attendance for program by Mr. Ellis, 

Baritone soloist. 
~ Nov. 10--Board approved having hostesses in Art Gallery: gallery to be open Mon, 

Sat. and Sundayexcept when Club is rented for Sat. PM. 
G Portraits given by Mr. Adams--no artist names--"Pictures to be properly attended 

and oiled if necessary" (Dec. 22 pg.13) 
C Feb. 28 Ushers now to wear badges. 
B " ~• Art Exhibit to be open in evenings. Season tickets 50¢; open 10 AM; 

Sunday 2-8PM. Home for the Aged invited Fri. 10 AM. 
II 11 Board ap2_ropriated $3.00 for purchase of Longfellows' translation of Dante 

K Mar. 23--Moved Officers' Day to the last meeting of the year "when work and 
reports shall terminate" 

0 Apr. 27 - 3Pm -Annual Business meeting: members to bring work, slates and pencils. 
Board members and officers elected at this meeting. 215 present 

May 25- -Members wishing anniversary calendar bound in leather may order for 50¢ 

Rec. Sec. Report in 1910-1911 calendar: 

J--Membership 534; 16 regular meetings avg. attendance 225 
B-Second Art Exhibit: Prizes: Club $100.00; Younker Bros. $25.00; Harris-Emery 

$25. 00; Friends of the Club $25.00 
Club brought 36 canvases from Moulton &,Ricketts Art Loan Exhibit of Chicago to 

Des Moines Mar. 1st. It was described in city paper as "Exhibit of finest and 
most valuable collection os paintings ever brought to the Citj;". From this 
collection the Club purchased: 

Venetian Castles by Thomas Moran $2500.00 
The House by the Sea by Elihu Vedder 750 . 00 
Late Afternoon by Bruce Crane 500.00 

K- Club sponsored a program by t he famous Dutch contralto .'Tilly Koenen. 
C- Bronze tablet listing charter members was unveiled & placed in the Club house. 
Q- Mutual and Iowa Telephone Companies gave free telephone service in the Club house 

during the Art Exhibit. 
D- During the year the Club welcomed many visitors to the city : 

Grain Dealers Convention--reception, program & luncheon 
Women Physicians of State Medical Society convened for a day with lunch 
Entertained visiting ladi es from State Homeopathic Society 
With Womens' Press Club and Authors' Club held reception in honor of miss 

Boardman, head of the Red Cross Society of the u.s. in Washington,D. C. 
Granted use of Club house for State Library Assc'n meeting 

" 
11 

" 
11 

" 
11 National World Meeting of Kindergartners. 

0 Year Book (1909-1910) pg.51--Had separate ByLaws governing the Women's Club Chorus 
II II 

II tl 

II II 

C " Mo" " Limited membe:t_shi-oiosithe chorus to 50 
lub tto still inUerman on rront sp ece. 

Art Collection listed with date of acquistion. 
Gifts listed with name of donor. 
Braun carbon photographs (~) listed with names of artists & titles • 

.::u 
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1 Charl otte Brunk 

Years 1914- 1915 minutes (bla ck book) 

1914: ~ 
A May 23 meeting was fascinating in the numbe~ames famous in 

early Des Moines social and community life--Kurtz , Hunn , Waterbury, 

Cummings , Bierring . 
At Sept . 30 meeting of boa rd it was decided to cal l small audi­

torium the Helen Sher man Room (it wac dedicat~ ~ to he r) . Also club 

said use of room could be allowed to Women ' s Pr ess and Authors ' 

Club (if no conflict with meating dates) . 

At Sept . 30 session it was planned that on Sunday a fternoon 

tha t tea be served in the Art Gallery , but cost was not to exceed 

$2 pe r Sunday . 

Oct . 14 the club offered to be open in co- oper ation with the 

Suffrage Boa rd for the State IDeacher s Convention . 

On No? . 25 the boa r d voted to continue the r a te of 10 cents 

t o Mothers ' Clubs and tea cher s for participation in classes conducted 

by Philosopa y a nd Science Study group . 

At Dec . 30 meeting board said it would endorse the Child Welf a re 

Mo vement and also send request for necessa r y appropriation by Iowa 

General Assembly . 

1915: 

Club endorsed a r esolution (from Spokane , Wash . club)that the 

President of the United States be commended in his endeavor to 

maintain peace . Copy was to be sent to daily papers . (Feb . 14) 

On Feb . 24 the chair wa s to appoint a committee to look into 

building additions . 

March 3l~ arld ~Pr±I aaa some interesting materia l on the Art 
Gallery . 

Meetin6s : i n 1915 : 

Dec . 2--Judge s . F . Pr outy t alked on the government of the city 
c. 

of Washington , pr esented by Social Econom~ and Civics department . 

Jan . 6--Auld Lang Syne Day . (Could be material for Down Memory 

Lane progr a m. ) 

Feb . 3--Dr . J ames A. Woodburn of the Univer sity of Indiana talked 

on "Our Political t1orality . " 



2 Cha rlotte Brunk 

Board Minutes 1918 

May 29--boa rd commended Vice- President ? Wi lkins , chair man of t he 

Patriotic Service Committee~on sale of thri~t stamps . 

July 3--gave $50 towa rd equipment for a sanitarium north mf the fair­

ground being converted into a hospit al . 

Oct. 9--social depa r tment asked if 

25 or 35 cents per pl ate once a month . 

13. 

i t could serve a simple lunch fo r 

Allowed. First luncheon to be Nvv . 

Oct . 23- - Patriotic Service Committee was asked to continue its Monday 

a fternoon receptions for off~cers ' wive s of armed forces . Also there was 

a request from the Red Cross for cretonne proper ty bags for soldiers . 

Al so it was voted to furnish four- minute speakers at theaters on the new 

food progr am. A committe€ was chosen to dra ft a protest re solution about 

the desecra tion of Merle Hay Road by billboards . 

Inter esting clippings 1915- 1924: 

Elizabeth Perkins speaker (1915) on "Woman from the Cave to Congr ess ." 

( Remember her as a pioneer of women on the politica l scene?) 

Alfred Noyes , f amed poet of England , was a speaker . The paper 

pr ai sed the club, said it "a chieve d a distinct triumph in bringing Mr . 

Noyes t o the city. " 

At Oct . 24 , 1915 meeting membe r s posed as likenesses of f amous 

pic t ures in Art Gallery. 

00n April 7 the club had a Fashi on Show and achieved a big picture 

spread in the Des Moines Regi ster a nd Leader . 

Anot her picture story in the paper for the club ' s Shakespe are Tree 

Planting ceremonia l in front of City Librar y . 

In 1917 a Seriiee Flag was pr esented the club and this won a long story 

in the pape r detailing t he many services a nd proje cts of the organiza tion . 

1922 . 

The ground-breakfung for additions to clubhouse garnered several 

storie s with pictures in the paper . There wer e advertisements paying tri­

bute t o the busy members of the Des Moines Women ' s Club . 

J a n . 21 , 1923--good s tor y on dedication . 

J an . 23 , 1923 a nice f eature in Regi s ter on past president s . 



3 Charlotte Brunk 

I was i mpr essed , enterta ined by the long and vital history of the 

Des Moines Women ' s Club as revealed in pl ain mee ting r eport s and in bi~ 

stories in the paper. I t ruly enjoyed delving into our past . 



Hi stor y ef thP De s l'ei nes ~erren 1 s Club 

1920- 1921 t o 19~1~ 

October 1, 1Q20 : The opening e"' the Wemen 1 s Club en Hednesday begBn 

the 35th year of the er ganizati en. 

Jt feature of the day via S a pr esentation by l'r . G. D. Ellyson o" t:1e 

painti ng, 11 Th•mpson 1s Gl8n 11 by Gar dner Symons . Thi s was in r::temory of 

his •ri fe 1..rho ser ved as president ef the ~.Jon:en 1 s Club in 1909- 1910. 

February 1922 : A gr oup of women of t he Des }'oines \-Jgmen ' s Club had 

a 6abar et l unchenn and 1~atinee par ty. Five-hund~ed w~men attended. 

Proceeds "-Ient for the f urnishings of the new audit ritm . 

January 2 , 1923 : Thi s marks the c Gmpletion of the new building . The 

pl ans were by Vorse , Kraetsch and Kraetsch and t he censtruct i on by Char l es 

Heitz and Ssns . Mr s . H. L. Carr ell i s head Gf the bui lding committee fer the 

Byer s Room and t he Auditorium. 

1923- 1924: There was the presentation of the Hawl ey organ by Car rie 1••. 

Hawley i n mem~ry of her husband . Hi s varied attAinments and noble life 

meant much to the City of Des Moines . 

1923-1924: The bui l di ng finance c o:rnmitt ee, under the l eadershi p of 

Mrs . Euf ene Cutl er , turned $5 , 000 ovPr t o the treasurer from many money 

maki ng projects . 

1923-1924: Receipts fron rentals f r orn t he auditoriur::t amounted te 

$12 ,195 . 00, the l arr est amount taken in i n hist~ry of t he Club to date . 

$12,225 . 00 was paid on t he bonded indebtedness . 

1924- 1925: The large st member ship in the Cl ub goes en rec~rd n t hi s 

year . There were 1 ,631 members in good s t anding . 



Gwen Faber 

1925 - 1926 YEAR BOll<. 

President - Mrs. Henry E. Elliott 

P. 14 
K 17 

18 

Depts. 

PP. 46-47 

51 

Byaw 
Change 

Art 

P. 17 

K P. 46 

G P.88 

P. 10 

P. 65 

Officers of year - Groups 
Program "Who Shall Inherit the u. s.?" 
Jan. 20th - Oswald Ryan, "American Poetry Since 1900" by Louis 

Untermeyer. 
April 28th - "The Miss i on of the Republic" by Dr. S. Parker Cadman. 

Social, Art, History and Travel, Philosophy and Science, Home and 
Education, Music, Literature, Poetry Section, Drama Section. 

List of pictures and titles, Engravings, Statuary. 

List of Byers Collection 
Art Purchase Prize 1925: Miss Alice McKee 

Special projects brought in $916.51: The Princess Party (Theater); Old 
Fashion Party and play "Candidia." 

Cooperated in programming with Garden Club, Western Arts, Vocational 
Education Association, and Little Theater. 

Women's Club continued membership in ~aris Women's Club and acquired 
membership in Polk County Federation of Women's Clubs. 

1925 - 1926 MINUTES 

Albert B. Cummins Memorial Fund balance: May 27, 1926 $1,430.50. 

$25.00 spent for extermination of "asbestos bugs." 

The number of members shall be limited to 1800, with a waiting list. 

$100 purchase prize 

Attendance 2/18/25 

picture "The Pergola" painted by Alice McKee. 

518 7 guests 
.. 3/4/25 573 11 guests 

"Hiawatha's Wedding Feast'' secured for Opera Day, October 20, 1926 
at a cost of $1000. 

Gift of pulpit from Christian Science Church. 
Picture - Memorial to Mrs. T. M. Walker by children. 

October 21, 1925 - Request to use auditorium by Klu Klux Klan for a 
state conference. Motion to grant request lost in Board meeting 
October 23rd. 

Moved an additional supply of silver be purchased to complete service 
for 300. 

Auditor ium summer rate, $50.00. Remodel orchestra pit - raise railing, 
velvet curtains. Discussed buying radiator covers and water containers 
for each radiator. 

D.A.R. Mmeorial tree - planted by Abigail Adams Chapter, Women's Relief 
Corps of the G.A.R . planted a tree in memory of General William 
Tecumseh Sherman. 

NO SCRAP BOOK 



Gwen Faber 

1926 - 1927 YEAR BOOK 

President Mrs. Howard Clark 

P. 59 Granted a student rate of 25¢ for the balcony for the three last meetings 
of Club, extending courtesy of the Club to all ministers of the city 
for Dr. s. Parker Cadman's lecture. 

A Purchase prize $100 to Mr. Kerr Forman for "Silent Mesas." 

P. 3 

G 

Dec. 15 

A 

Starting balance: $1,020.40 

Balance May 12, 1926: $1,313.27 

Total active membership May 12, 1926: 1,539, limited to 1800. 

1926 - 1927 REGULAR MINUTES 

34 contracts let on auditorium $2,450.00. 

Rentals for year $3,423.54 

From year Group earnings $2,074.81 

Princess Theater Party $340.25. 

Indebtedness 
Paid 

Total membership 

$65,000 
27,000 
37,500 

1,449. 

Marble bust and pedestal "Beatrice Cenci" from Florence, Italy given 
in memory of Mrs. Nathan Kendall by her husband, Govenor Kendall. 

Club Chorus sang songs. 

Art purchase prize awarded to Miss Marie Wiley. 

1926 - 1927 BOARD MINUTES 

Total auditorium rentals $3,250.00. 

Entertainment receipts $916.15. 

G Basket of snapdragons from Kehm Floral to honor officers. 

June 10 

G 

Mar. 30 

Gift of silver tray, cream pitcher and sugar bowl from Ft. D. M. 
Federation of Women's Clubs. 

Granted, without rental, use of auditorium to the Disabled American 
Veterans , for concert given by Madam Schuenn Heink. 

Mrs. Deets• salary $200 per month. 

Program costs $250; $400; $150; $150. 

Accepted frappe bowl from Mrs. Olmstead. 

Paid memberships 2/23/27 : 1,463, complimentary 5; Junior Members la6 -
Total 1,514. 

Voted to bring New York Theatre Guild for 1st Wed. in January. After­
noon and evening two distinct plays. Special price for the two to 
be $1000 for~the afternoon and $1500 for the evening. Changed to Jan. 18. 

NO SCRAP BOa< 
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Gwen Faber 

1927 - 1928 YEAR BOOK 

Mrs. F. E. v. Shore 

Programs: "When Justice Fails;" "The Epic of Everest;" "The Velieving 
World; " "Mussolini and the Black Shirts,"(characterized by the speaker 
as the outstanding statesman in the world today -- a man of destiny, 
who saved his country from Bolshevism.) 

Theater Guild of N. Y. City presented play. Evening meeting. 
Everyone paid admission. 

Ar~, History and Travel, Home and Education, Literature, Music, Philo­
sophy and Science, Public Affairs - each member assigned to one of 
the departments. 

Items in Art Collection listed. 

Active membership 1,449 (Honorary 6; Life 54; Junior 48. 

Princess Theater Party $340.35 ; Pledge to Building Fund $336.25; Other 
sources $22.57 - total $698.97. 

Awards of Annual Art Contest : Purchase Prize $100- Miss Marie wylie ; 
Gold Medal - Harriet Macy; Silver - Mrs. Leland McBroom; Bronze -
Byron Ben Boyd; Honorable Mention - Louise Orwig. 

Following the pap~r "The New Negro Music" given by chairman of Music 
Dept. and entire program of Negro music was presented by Negro talent, 
also, a lecture by Frank Luther Mott on "The New Negro Literature" was 
preceeded by t he Women's Club Chorus under the direction of George 
Frederick Ogden. The Chorus appeared on numerous programs during the 
year. 

Aimee Semple McPherson held meetings in Auditoriumq 

Books purchased on Indians for Cummins Memorial Library for year 26-27. 
(At City Library.) 

1927 - 1928 REGULAR MINUTES 

Attendance 893 (Paid admissions $48.00); 617 (Paid admissions $26.00); 470 (Paid 
admissions 6); 525 (Paid admissions 19); 552 (Paid admissions 11); 
552 (Paid admissions 19); 946 (69 Paid admissions); 4SO (12 Paid ad­
missions ); 990 (109 Paid admissions); 460 (14 Paid admissions); 1027 
(128 Paid admissions). Election. 

K ..N. Y. Theatre Guild presented "The Silver Chord" by Sidney Howard. 
P. 16 - Total attendance : 1100 with 116 paid admissions. 

Art Ex. First prize $75.00 to Mrs. Leland McBroom; Mr. Linn Culbertson 2nd -
$50.00; Fred Hartsook - $25.00. Lynn N. Stacy $100 purchase prize 
winner. 

G Harriet Macy presented to Club marble statutary group given by children 
of Mrs. w. J. Pratt in her memory. 

Large basket of pink roses given by Kehm Floral to outgoing and incoming 
officers. 
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Bylaw 
Change 

President 

P.49 

P. 57 

P. 59 

Gwen Faber 

1927 - 1928 BOARD MINUTES 

Mrs. F. E. v. Shore 

Motion made and accepted to amend Art. VIII, Sec. 1, Strike out "2" 
insert "4" to read any members of said Board having been elected three 
consecutive years is ineligible for election for a period of 4 years. 

Change 4 to 3. 

Salary of house secretary $200, same as last year. 

Didn't find anything special. 

1928 - 1929 YEAR BOCl< 

Mrs. A. H. Marshall 

Club members assigned to 7 different departments. 

List of possessions. 

Winners in Annual Art Contest since 1909 

Club year shortened by 2 weeks with 15 regular meetings. Average attend­
ance: 662; 2 special meetings with approximately average attendance of 
630. 

Army Wives Special membership for wives of u. s. Army Officers createdo New books 
added to Cummins Memorial Library. 

Lease 

G P.60 

Art 

M 

G 

st~!~s 
Pictured 

Bylaws 

Oct. '28 

K 

3 to 5 year lease signed with the First Church of Christ Scientist. 

Mrs. Deets house secretary. 

Gifts given during year. 

Early spring breadfast held in April. Program included "Board Meeting 
of 1950." Total attandance 1200. Guests invited. 

Total active members - 1459 (Honorary 5, Life 53, Junior 62) 
Art Exhibition- 1st prize ' $75.00 · - Mrs. Leland McBroom; 2nd, $50, 

Linn Culbertson; 3rd, $25, Fred o. Fatland. Purchase prize $100 -
Lynn Nelson Stacy. 

Auditorium rentals - 5 Graduating Exercises were held. 

Gifts - "The Crouching Venus" - Suzanne and the Elders" from Julius 
Samesh - memory of his Aunt, Mrs. Laura Banish; "Ruth & Dante" from 

the estate of Mrs. J. H. Windsor; "Steel Engraving of General Wi lliam 
Tecumseh Sherman and a Gody's picture depicting Women's styles in 
1885 - the year the Club was organized - from Mrs. J. B. Gray; Mirror 
and brass candlesticks and tray from D. M. Federation of Women's 
Clubs; Jardiniere from Mrs. Homer Miller. 

Mrs. G. w. Bogardus, elected President, thanked the Club for having 
been chosen and expressed deep regret that she would be moving fran 
the city and would not be able to serve. 

1928 - 1929 REGULAR MINUTES 

Changes made in Articles V, Vi, and X. 

Meetings in Art Room - Tea - Attendance 350. 

Later in October, meetings in auditorium - program "Why Stop Learning?" 
Attendance 458, 23 guests, 13 paid admissions. 

President Marshall's husband died. Not of sympathy read and extended a 
pledge of loyalty to lighten her burden as much as possible. Ad­
miration for her quiet courage. Unanimously adopted by a rising vot e. 
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1928-1929 Regular Minutes, Continued 

K Attendance 993 - 164 Paid admissions . Program: Dr. D. w. Morehouse 
introduced by William Bebee of N. Y. - illustrated by slides and 
motion pictures. 

Lowell Thomas - "With Lawrence in Arabia and Allenby in Palistine." 
Attendance 619 - 36 paid admissions. 

Edward B. Rowen of Cedar Rapids "Can the Average Man Enjoy Art?" 
Attendance 286 - paid admissions $4.00. 

John Cowles introduced Edward Tomlinson- "The Two Americas.: 
Attendance 385 - 6 paid admissions. 

Stella Marek Cushing "The Romantic Story of Czecho Slovakia." 
Attendance 511 - 12 paid admissions. 

Feb. 11-B Art Dept. presented winners of Art Contest 

K Dr. w. L. Biering introduced Dr. Henry J. Houghton of Iowa City who spoke 

April 17 

Organ 

K 

"The New Nationalism in China." $50.00. Attendance 650 - 33 paid 
admissions. 

Mary Austin spoke on "The American Novel and the Pattern of American 
Life." Attendance 473 - Paid admissions $25.50. (School pupils -
10 @ 25~ each) 14 Federated Blub members from Iowa, Kentucky, Kansas, 
s. D., Missouri, Washington and Washington, D. c. 

Mr. & Mrs. Ongawa - Japanese players - Song, dance and little play in 
costume. Attendance 759 (45 Paid admissions) 38 Federated Club 
members from 9 states and Oslo, Norway. 

300 attended spring time breakfast - 9: 30 in dining room - "veritable 
blooming orchard". Orchestra behind bank of apple blossoms. Ad­
journed to auditorium. 650 guests. 

1928 - 1929 BOARD MINUTES 

Mrs. J. c. Cummins appointed as Trustee of the Cummins Memorial Library. 

Renewed Special Membership for Army Officers• Wives living in city and 
Ft. D. M. Gave 5 complimentary membership tickets, plus one to Mrs. 
loi. E. Maulsby. 

Mrs. Deets salary of $200 per month continued with a month's leave of 
absence with pay. Bought mahogany desk ~for Mrs. Deets. 

Year Books - $550 for 1800 copies. 

First Church of Christ Scientist offered to sell organ to Club. Decision 
made not to buy in view of previous obligationso Mr. Frankel put in 
organ at no expense to the Club. Organ to be remoed at termination of 
Church's lease. 

Cummins Library now has 800 volumes. This year added 10 copies of 
"My People the Sioux" by Standing Bear. 

Motion carried to engage program for next year 12/11/30 - Hallie Stiles, 
soprano of Opera Conique of Paris. Cost - $1500. 

Recommended next year's Boatd provide clerical help for Mrs. Deets. 



President 

K 

Gwen Faber 

1929 - 1930 REGULAR MINUTES 

Mrs. Charles N. Pierce 

10/16 - Meeting attendance: 751 - 160 visiting Librarians. Mrs. May 
Lamberton Becker, the Readers Guide of the Saturday Review of Liter­
ature, spoke on the "Seasons Novels." 

10/30 - Prelude: Piano ensenble for eight hands. Attendance: 524, 7 paid, 
37 guests from 7 states (Fed. Women's Club). 

11/27 - 897, $105.00 paid. 87 adults and 36 student admissions, 25 guests 
(Fed.) 37 students from Callanan boys Glee Club guests. Count Felix von 
Luckner lectured on "Friendly Enemies." 

12/11 - Roosevelt Orchestra under direction of A. E. Edgar, gave prelude. 
Miss Marie Morrissey, contralto, gave program. Attendance: 708, 22 · 
paid, 8 guests and 32 Federated members from 6 states. 

1/8/30 - Prelude by North High A Capella Chorus directed by R. w. Jones. 
Attendance: 418, 16 paid, 21 guests and Federation members. Solos by 
Mona Cowels and 3 numbers by a voice Trio. 

G Art awards given. Mr. Mathis presented gavel made of walnut taken from 
the old Thompson residence which formaly stood in Union Park. 

x ·; Speaker was J. N. Darling on "Pioneer Sculpture." Attendance: 586, 
10 paid, 73 guests. 

2/19 0 "Antiquing Through New England," by Alice Van LeesCarrick. 
Attendance: 647, 46 paid, 37 guests from 7 s tates and England. 

3/5 - "Russia and the World," by Maurice Hindus, introduced by Stoddard 
Lane, Minister of Plymouth Congregational Church. Attendance: 653, 
16 paid, 13 students, 52 guests. 

4/2 - Mrs. George Cosson elected president for 1930-31. Atteandance: 
864; 32 paid, 46 Federation. Ru~~i~n ~o~g~ by Kedroff Quartette • 

... -·· .-. ! J .-., ' ' • 

4/16 - Annual Spring Party. Rose Lorenz dancers. "Hymn of Joy.•J 

Total membership - 1,413. Sent flowers in memory of eleven deceased 
members. 

Total assets: $31,460.10. 

P.79 Members of Boardcof Directors from 1885 - 1929 listed. 

Charges: $1.00 for regular meetings to non-members; 
Departmental meetings 25¢ to non-members . 

1929 - 1930 BOARD-·MINUTES 

President Mrs. Charles N. Pierce 
Mrs. Bogardus resigned as president, Mrs. Pierce becomes President; 
2nd V.P. moved to 1st V.P. Motion made and carried that a committee 
of 3 secure nominations for 2nd V.P. and report at next meeting. 
The Chairman was appointed by the President and 2 others elected by 
the BoardJ 

G President appointed a committee to investigate past Memorial Gifts and 
the establishment of a Memorial Fund. 

K Kedroff Quartette (Russian male) cost $700. 
Extra pianos furnished by Baldwin Company. 
Civic Center Plans - Civic Committee of Federation of Women's Clubs 

backing and cooperating with City Planning Commission. 



1929 - 1930 BOARD NINUTES, Continued 

Art Cummings Art School asked for help in getting on its feeto No longer 

P. 47 

P. 68 

G P. 76 

in Library. Referred to Finance Committee. 

Board discussed means of keeping people in front rows of the auditorium 
from leaving during the Open Day programs and the feasibility of pro­
curing an amplifier. 

Scrapbook compiled by Mrs. L. R. Elliott took first prize at the State 
Federation Contest - won in its class as well as sweep stakes prize. 

Accepted dress worn at Hoyt Sherman Place in 1880 from Mrs. Alice c. 
Gilbert. 

1929 - 1930 SCRAP BOOK 44th Year 

President Mrs. George Bogardus, President, resigned. 

K 

G 

1929 

K 
11/27/29 

G 

B 

Mrs. Charles N. Pierce, President 

1,415 members. 

Article written by Anna Richardson, nationally prominent figure among 
Club Circles - Opinion: Club women deny societies, gabby, bridge 
parties and teas. Stronger than ever, but changing for better. 

Community Center Plans : sold buttons for $1.00 each. 

Marie Antoinette, bronze statue, scene from French Revolution in 
Reception Room mantel - (fled with her lady-in-waiting from mob seek­
ing to kill her.) Given in memory of Mrs. w. w. Littell, P. P. by 
by her niece, Frances Caldwell • ... 

Women's Club paid to bring Charles Muford Robinson to make survey of 
city and particularly water front, with a view to its development as 
a Civic Center. 

Federation gave $100 per person, $3000, to cover cost of preparation of 
detailed plans in the development of which the Civic Center irnprovrnent 
will proceed. 

Program Big Splash 
Count and Countess Felix von Luckner, "the German Sea Devil" - we 
will entertain two of the most picturesque personages that have been 
here for many a year. 

One headline: "Women Put to Sea With Count." This was at a time when 
speakers were interviewed by newspaper reporters. 

"Thompsons Road" by Gardner Symons, $3000. Memorial to an early Presi­
dent, Mrs. G. D. Ellyson, by her husband. Famous snow painter stood 
on the terrace overlooking D. M. river on the estate of Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank o. Green, while painting the picture. Mrs. Green is a past 
president. Symons died in January 1930. 

"An Old Barn" 1930 won $100 purchase prize at Art Contest by H. D. 
Jones. Will hang a year in Hoyt Sherman Place, then as is the custom, 
loaned for showing in the city schools. · 



Idabelle Forker 

PUBLICITY SCRAP BOOK 1930-1931 

o 3 nominees for each office , 700 members voted . It took two days to 

count the ballots . 

o Mannequin wearing 1883 gown was displayed at opening day tea . 

The gown had been worn at a party at Hoyt Sherman's home . It had 

been made especially for the occassion in NYC . 

0 F.rom Oct .8/1930 column "Over the Coffee", List of 50 who rule Des Moines. 

(anonymous author) .•• Mrs. Nelly Deets , Hoyt sherman ' s chaperon, 

K Meetings were held both Wednesday's and Fridays. 

K Ruth Bryan Owen, daughter of wm. Jennings Bryan spoke 11/12/30 

She was congresswoman from 4th FL district , "Like her father , she 

is a democrat" . subject - "Opening Doors", She spoke to an audience 

of 900 people including 104 guests . 

She traced the development of women , harking back to pioneer days . 

L 12/5/1930 Exhibit of old and rare etchings owned and collected in France 

by Evangel Pantayatou, Displayed at H.S.P. under sponsorship of 

Art Dept . A percentage of sales went to the club. 

L 1/11/31 Art Exhibit of Carl Rawson ' s art . (son of member , from Minneapolis) 

B (From Clipping dated 1/13/31) ART RULES: 1st prize , $75 , 2nd prize, $50, 

Jrd prize , $25. No exhibitor will receive more than one prize. 

Medals also given. $100 will be set aside for purchase prize for 

one picture to be property of cl ub. Exhibit lasted 3 weeks ••••••••• 

Jean D3.yton west won 1st prize for "Betty_" ('Ihe model was Betty 

Pierce, daughter of M/M Rays . Pierce) $75. 
Velma Wallace Iayness won 2nd , $50 and silver. "Algerian Man ' s Head" 

Fred Hartsook won Jrd prize, $25. and bronze medal for "Melti ng Snow" . 

Contest inaugurated in 1909. 

K 4/19/31 History and T.ravel dept, displayed famil y album. "'Ihe past was 

K 

revived, memories were rekindled and friends of yesterday haunted 

and dreams came true with fleeting glimpses of friends . " 

(Part of Loyalty Lark) GRIDIRON DINNER (luncheon) warned all 

political or club celebrities to wear r ubbers and mackintoshes and 

carry umbrellas as protection from real "soaking" prepared for them. 

(Luncheon was served to about 800) 
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Ida belle Forker 

PUBLICITY SCRAPBOOK 1931-1932 

Election - 679 ballots cast for officers, 450 ballots cast for board memb. 

(Miss Bonnie Marshall, Pres, ) 

Report given for 30-31 yr. revealed over 5,000 luncheons to club members. 

Dept. door receipts- $117.60 

Auditorium rentals at $3,963.67 

M CDr J 

$3,972.46 paid to lecturers and entertainers during year. 

8,096 - attendance during year (membersQ 

L 

Public could attend open meetings for a'reasonable charge', 

Bridge lessons (both contract and auction) 6 lessons for $2 
(non-members $3.00) 

0 August 1931 - voted to drop out of the State Federation of Women's Ciliubs. 

(They had been paying 35¢ per person, per year) 

K Boston English Opera Group - F.ri. and Sat . Oct. 30-31 

L Table setting contest - Jury of 5 judges will choose award winners, Dec. 10 

B Annual Art Contest - 3 cash prizes ($75.$50.$25) 

Fe b. , 1932 with 5 judges . 

L Feb , 1932 DM Symphony, at first late winter and spring concerts . Burrell 

Steer , director and two nationally known violinists , Ilza Neimack and 

Robert McGrew as new members of the orchestra. DMWC indorsed the 

project by buying 20 tickets. They were given to L.E. Watters to 

be given to worthy boys and girls to hear the concert. 

I March , 1932. 10th Anniv of ihe· building of the Auditorium was celebrated. 

Bagent in 6 episodes and James B. Weaver gave address. 

L 5 clubs competed in table setting contest at Younkers. (DMWC, Jr. League, 

Jr. Y.Bd.,Garden Club and Bus. and Professional women) Lasted Tues •• 

to sgt, (Mar. 1932). DMWC won sweepstakes, popularity , and daily prize • .., 
(Article discribing and program in Scrapbook ••• Mar . 23 , 1 9~2) 

0 April 1, 1932 . Retiring board members entertained rest of board in penthouse 

of Hotel Ft. Des Moines, Hostesses in costume. Had a series of April 

fool activities. Mr-s . 'Ihrockmortmn as "Dr. Bain-in-the-Head" held a 

mental clinic. Mrs. Frank Ely was nurse and Mrs. F.red Wells was maid . 

The Officers were victims . A boquet of spring veg. (carrots cut as 

roses and spring onions for lillies of the valley ••• peesented to 

retiring [resident (Bonnie Marshall) ••••• 

MAY DAY, 5/4/32 "MAY FETE" 
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Publicity Scrapbook 1932-1933 

J July 1932 - Major Byers of L.A. celebrated his 94th birthday in LA . 

Discription of some of the Art . Picture by carved secretary. 

K Deb. 4, 1932 - Drake u. Concert Orchestra i n conjunction with Music Dept . 

gave Sunday afternoon concert (''as a courtesy to the public 11 ) 

K Dec. 14, 1932 Kendall Community Players (Wed. , 2 pm) ''The Queens Husband'' . 

B Jan. 15 , 1933· Exhibit of Iowa artists paintings, sponsored by the Art . 

dept. Exhibit arranged by Adrian Dornbush , director of summer 

school at stone City, Art center of middle west . 

B Feb.1, 1933- Louise Garst M' Broon won first prize of $75 in annual art 

contest . Dorothea TOmlinson Marquis won 2nd prize, $50 . Anna 

Brunk, $25. 
K Afternoon programs all began at 2 pm . Lunch at 12:30. Morning program 

was at 11 am. 

K Programs were on wednesdays and two Fridays each month. 

0 Elections one Wednesday •• Results the next. 

K Annual Spring F.rolic (Stunt day) 4/5/33 

Combination of all depts. 

K Club year ended with Annual Officers Day, April 26. A tea . 

'Ihen a May Iay breakfast at 9 :30 followed by 11 am dual programs 

from the Music and Drama Depts . 



Ida belle Forker 

PUBLICITY SCRAPBOOK 1933-1934 (cont.) 

L Art Forum - Sponsored by DMWC held alternate Fridays, from 10:30 - noon. 

Conducted by Adrian Dornbush of stone City. Discussion of contemporary 

Art. Open to public as well as club members. 

K Lloyd Douglas 11/15/33 

0 Last Poem of Major SHM Byers "'!he Kindly .Man" p.12 , ])ec , 1933 Bulletin. 

K In FSb. 1934 Bulletin, p.13 ••• Article about women's Congress held in DM 

in 1885 with q_uote worth using. "The feeling of caste in America 

seems to prevent the natural outgoing of kindheartedness from woman 

to woman, ~e q_uestion of who is she? What i s her husband 's or 

father's business: is more freq_uently asked than what has she done? 

or what is she herself." 

0 "A Prayer" poem by Frank Dempster Sherman Ap-May, 1934 Bulletin (Vol.1117) 

4/26/1934 Finance chairman announced 

E 
Club Home valued at $189,000 with $8,028 total liabilities. 

Total receipts for year $14,J84.26 

Dis bursments 1 0 ;i616. 00 

Bal. on hand at close 
of year 754.60 

L (picture, FBb. 3, 1934 T:rib.) 100 women were students of by-monthly 

study club of Art. Dept, Learned Art fundamentals from Adrian 

Dornbush, instructor, a Cedar Rapids artist. 
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PUBLICITY SCRAP BOOK 19.34 - 1935 

K Ruth Bryan Owen - speaker on Oct. 19, 1934 (Minister to Denmark) 

D week long food show at Coliseum, with a school from 10-12 each day. 

Included table setting contest . Lunch served each day by 6 organ. 

DMWC , DM Garden Cl ub, Daughters of the Nile, YWCA , Temple Sisterhood , 

and Catholic Women ' s League . (1st place to Garden Club, 2nd to DMWC) 

0 Note the nume!E'ous joint parties and projects with groups like Altrusa, 

Rotary , etc . 

I * Nov, 19.34 Bulletin (Pres . message) Celebrate final cancellation of 

(or C) "bonded indebtedness" . Relates histor y. 

WORTH COPYING IN OUR BULLETIN 1200 members pd . off $60,000 . 

0 The monthly Bulletin ' s list a page of suggested reading. 

L Home planning Conference hel d Jan. 24- 25 , 1935 at Hoyt Sherman Place, 

conducted by IA state Col lege with DM architects , DMWC and IA 

Federation Housing Administration . 

K Thomas Hart Benton spoke Jan . 26, 1935 (Sat. eve) 

Introduced by Grant wood. Admission 50¢ (Byron B. D0yd called 

Benton "A modern Michelangelo! ", ) 

D "Letter of request was sent to R & T asking t hat a member of t he DMWC be 

selected as juror to serve on the 19.34 Community Award Jury. 

Mrs . lorraine Watters was appointed. " 

J Amended by-laws to i nc l ude "Wives of regular Army Officers on active 

duty at the Post may become members of the Club upon payment of 

annual dues only." 

K/L Annual Welfare ])3..y - on a Wed. March 19, 1935· "Stunts " , Drama and Music 

(Included Heloise Martin, former NY dancer) Mtg. open to publi c . 

L Card party and White~elephant sale held Feb. 15, 1935. Profit , $42 . 27 

G Guest Book was gift of Mrs. Henry B. Hawley in 1914. In 1935 , the 

board voted to repair book and ordered a box be made to keep i t in. 

When rtrs . Hawley saw the newly repaired book, she "asked that she 

might have the privilege of paying the bill. " 

(Bulletin , Ap . 1935, p.15) 



Idabelle Forker 

Minutes, 1930-1931 

J Oct. 15, 1930 - Att. 551, pd admissions , 9. (Included 34 guests from 

other Federated Cl ubs - CA , DC , I L, IN , WA , IA , OH, & MO) 

Oct . 29 , 1930- Att. 687 , pd adm. 33 seniors , 1 student. (28 guests 

from Fed . Clubs . ) 

Nov. 12 , 1930 - Att . 956 - pd adm. $104.50 (65 guests from Fed . Clubs) 

Nov. 26 - 357 

Dec . 10 - 951 wi th 128 pd Sr. admi ssions and 4 Jr ones. 

Jan . 7 - 666 - ($35. 00 in pd . adm. ) 

C June 4, 1930 , board vot ed to replace 160 ft. of gutters on Auditorium 

Cost, $72. 00 Also , sump pump must be repaired . 

K Program costs ranged from $75.00 to $450 
C Need new curtai n i n Auditorium, 

C Voted to purchase 3 r ugs and a stair carpet . Act ive Carpet fund , $834 .93 
N Voted $150. 00 to Cumming School of Art for Scholarship . 

B 2/11/31, voted that $100, 00 purchase prize be eliminated , 

G 3/11/31, Luster candl esticks , gif t of Mrs . wm . st evenson accepted . 

C 4/8/31, House Committee Chrm. reported it had re~uired 168t yds of 

Hartford Saxony Carpet . Carpet 
Padding 

Total 

$741.18 
93 .75 

$8Y+. 93 
C 4/21/31, Reported rumor that bal cony was not safe . Answered that i t 

had been inspected and was perfectl y sound for any crowd it would hold. 

0 5/27/31, Voted to withdraw from IA state Federation of Women's Clubs 

"until such time as they could again afford to belong " Also 

voted to give City Fed . "a chance to r educe the dues for the 

Women ' s Club". Protests foll owed., . and discussion, 

MINUTES , 1931-1932 

G 7/15/31 , Byers China , presented to Mrs . D. W. Smouse by Major Byers, was 

offered to c l ub by Mrs . Smouse. Positive response , 

B 1/27/32, voted to hang collection of purchase prize pictures in the parlors 

of new Drake Girls dormitory. 4/27/32, voted to allow them t o hang 

there indefinitel y. 

0 3/9/32 , Camp Fire Girls r~uested privil ege of ushering at next Open Day 

and of introducing their new Secretary. 



Ida belle Forker 

Minutes , 1932-1 933 

J Feb. 15, 1933 - 756 present . Door receipts, $92 . 00 

G Nov. 23, 1932 - Moved that a group of oil paintings loaned by friends for 

an indefinite period , with insurance and cleaning being taken care 

of by owners, to be hung in the club house . carried. 

G Feb. 22 , 1933 - Mr . T. B. Moore, Jr, had offered to LOAN a statue to the 

club, all responsibility bemng born by himself. 

E March 8 , 1933 - Moved and carried that Finance Cornrn . bring in r ecommendations 

in regard to reducing dues and admitting members who had dropped out 

of the club, lack into club f or dues only, for a LINITED TIME. 

A * March 15, 1933 - Special meeting of board to consider Nominating report. 

Only ONE candidate for Pres . and Treas . Lengthy discussion . Many 

motions - finally accepted report . 

E Ap. 19, 1933- Voted to reduce dues to $7 . 00 (from $10 . 00) with ha l f yr. 

dues to $4 (from $5) . Al so permitted el imination of initation fee 

for a limited time, 

Minutes, 1933-1 934 

K Oct . 18 , 1933 - Gardner Cowles , Jr . introduced speaker , Amelia Earhart 

as "A wornan • •• at horne in the uni verse and unafraid." 

K Nov. 15, 1933 - Speaker Dr. Lloyd c . Douglas "'Ihe Flight to Freedom" 

(Philosopher and Aughor) 

B OR E)?age 45 (Vol. 17) Ins . listing of 6 "most valuabl e Byers pictures " 

On the I sar , $1 00 

Princess and Parrott, $200 

Madonna of the Grand Duke , $150 

Lake Maggiori , $500 
Monks Head , $300 

Kadona and Child, $500 Total, $1 , 7 50. 00 

Dec . 5, 1933 Valuation of Cl ub pi ctures f or purpose of increase in 
B OR E security to state Fed . for their ~vg2Be90 loan(revalued) 

Innes - Landscape $1 , ~00 , $1, 940 . 

Moran - Venetian Castles 2 ,500 700 

Vedder - House by Sea 1,500 800 

Foster - Auttunn Mood 3 ,000 1,500 

Crane - Late Afternoon 800 400 

Frieseke - Le Dejeuener 1 , 200 350 

weeks - Loading caravan 2, 500 2 ,500 



Ida belle Forker 

Minutes , 1934-1935 

K oct . 17, 1934 - Ruth Bryan Owen - Minister to Denmark ( $300) 

B Feb. 13 , 1935 - 26th Annual Art Contest 

1st prize - Harry D. Jones , "Country Gasoline station II 

2nd prize - Fred Hartsook, "Winter Silence" 

Jrd prize - Mrs. Gene Dajlon West , portrait of George Olmstead, Jr. 

Feb. 13, 1935 - Louise Orwig , Art Librarian of Pub. Library introduced 
K ORB the speaker 

G March 6 , 1935 - Showed box with repaired guest book, a l so check for 

$12.00 from Mrs . Henry B. Hawl y for payment of repair s . She had 

presented book in 1914. 



1934- 1935 Club Year of the Des Moines Women's Club 

Proposed budget for 1934-35: 

Estimated expenses 
Estimated income 

Electricity 
Fuel & Ashes 
Art Prizes 
Salaries 
Bulletin 
Programs 

450.00 
650.00 
150.00 

3110.00 
150.00 

2200.00 

14,173.61 
13,000.00 

7/25/34 Invitation extended to 4-H Girls during Fair week to a tea at the Club 

House. 350 were served on 8/26/34. 

8/15/34 $362.25 for 1000 yearbooks - Wallace Homestead - additional for more 

than 1000 - our actual cost was $386.00. 

Army Officers wives to be accepted to membership without initiation fees. 

9/19/34 Rental to Castle Club of series of 12 parties, including service @ $22 

for each party. 

10/3/34 49th Year of DMWC opened with 800 Club Members present. Program: 

"Beach Party at the Lido" - a program of music and dancing. 

10/17/34 1157 persons enjoyed the afternoon program "The Life of a Diplomat" by 

our Minister to Denmark, Honorable Ruth Bryan Owen. 

11/21/34 "Festival of Thanksgiving" to celebrate the completion of the bonded indebtedness 

on the Club House. Paid off the last of the bonds of the $60,000.00 that 

the business men of D.M. loaned without security. 

12/5/34 40¢ luncheons on open days and 25¢ luncheons on departmental -days . 

12/12/34 Speaker Dr. Lawrence Gould, an experienced explorer havi ng been on several 

major expeditions among them the first Byrd Antartic Expedition. Fee $575. 

590 present - 14 being hous guest. Paid admissions $19.50. 

1/2/35 Miss Selma Ekrem of Istanbul, Turkey. "Young Turkey Looks Westward.'' 

Fee 125.00. 

1/16/35 Thomas Benton, mural painter of note, to be here 1/26, to be introduced 



by Iowa's own Grant Wood. Fee $60. 

3/6/35 Net rental for Hoyt Sherman Place for 2/35 $197.50. for the auditorium only 

$115.00 

MrR, Henry B. Hawley paid for repair of Guest Book and box for safe keeping. 

FIFTH~ YEARS - 4/24/35 - 4/29/36 

5/3/35 $10.54 allowed to pay bill for Officer's Day Tea. 

6/5/35 It was moved and seconded that the window seat in Reception Room be removed. 

Carried. 

7/11/35 Program Chairman presented for consideration several speakers. (Emil Ludwig 

fee $475.; Robert Fulton, fee $125. ; s. Parker Cadman, fee $300; Agnes De 

Mille, fee $350.) 

8/14/35 Yearbook should have a gold colored cover. Wallace Homestead given contract 

for $345. per thousand. 

$5 per month be allowed for flowers for the luncheon tables. 

Board accepted the legacy left to the Club by the late Mrs. Abdill - no 

note as to what items were. 

Mrs. Eleanor Ferguson would like to give a ehinese vase to the club and Art 

Treasures Committee recommended acceptance. 

9/4/35 Committee appointed to purchase new furniture for Reception Room - purchased 

from Younkers a love seat and four chairs for $210.00. 

Mrs. E. W. Forster employed as Cateress for Club Year 35-36 at $50. a month. 

9/18/35 A bill for $6.75 for repairing sky light in Art Gallery allowed. 

10/2/35 Pageant presented opening day tea depicting outstanding events in the 50 years 
' 

of the Club's life. More than 100 women took part. 550 members and guests 

present. 

10/9/35 Des Moines Ice and Fuel Co. presented the Coolerator as an anniversary gift. 

Central National Bank sent a lovely basket of flowers as birthday gift. 

Mrs. R. R. Peters, a past president of the club, presented copper lustre 



pitcher as an anniversary gift, and a portrait of herself painted by Frank Clifford 

Ashford as a permanent loan. 

Mrs. Tillman did a book of Club History and placed in Archives. 

11/13/35 Otis Skinner, the actor, spoke on "Footlights and Spotlights". Fee $500. 

1052 in attendance incl~ding 95 students from schools and colleges. Receipt3 

at the door $147.50. 

11/20/35 Board moved and seconded that investigation be made re a safe smoking room for 

women. 

50¢ fee for students to programs on open days. 

12/18/35 A Mrs Welpton was authorized to take the small picture of the Monk's Head to 

Chicago to have it's authenticity studied at the Art Institute - if proper 

insurance and care were provided. A later report stated the Monk's Head 

1/29/36 

2/19/36 

3/4/36 

was not a Velasquez. 

Memberships were given by husbands or daughters for Christmas gifts, etc. 

A bookcase from the Mrs. A. M. Linn estate, a companion piece to the 

secretary in the office was received. Also an etching done by Mr. Pescheret. 

Printed programs were done for the Agnes DeMille appearance 3/4/36 - program 

was cancelled. Miss DeMille unable to come dance - she sent a check for $160 

to cover loss on the contract. 

Regular open d~ meeting of the club was held in the Art Gallaries because 

of very cold weather and to conserve fuel. 

Mr. Gardner Cowles, Jr. was presented to the Club. He introduced Mr. Edward 

'-leeks who spoke upon the subject "The Importance of New Books". Fee $200 

Miss Agnes DeMille failed to arrive for her program. Miss Berenice Holmes 

took her place. Her concert group and five dancers and pianist gave the program. 

661 present. 



4/8/36 

6/16/36 

9/2/36 

9/16/36 

ll/4/36 

The daughters of Mrs. s. S. Gillette, a charter member of the club, presented a 

beautiful silver tray which had been their monther's. 

Cornelia otis Skinner to appear 11/4/36 for a fee of $350.00. 

CLUB YEAR 1936 - 1937 

Painting exterior of Club House $608.50. Repair spouting and painting will 

be $788.40. 

Two gift tables from a Mrs. Shore and Mrs. Chapman. 

Price of luncheons to be 45¢ for open Days and 35¢ for alternate days. 

The Gift Committee have accepted some etchings made for Miss Emily Stepp 

by Jeannette Stewart illustrating her prize winning poem "The Streets of 

Beacon Hill." 

False walls being made for the Art Exhibit. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner presented seven monologues. 950 in attendance. 

11/18/36 Honorable Agnes MacPhail of ottawa, Canada, member of the Canadian House of 

12/2/26 

12/9/36 

Parliament spoke on "Women in Our Present World." 

Clifton Fadiman of N. Y. ,Book Critic and Lecturer, spoke on "Why Best Sellers Sell 

Best. 11 Fee $150.00. 

Gifts: silver teapot - l~s. Gillett 
damask cloth - Mrs. Lichty 
framed piece of Chinese embroidery from Conger Collection - Mrs. 

B. 0. Tone. 

1/20/37 Paul Engle discussed "The Poetry of Modern Life." Fee $100.00. 

1/27/37 Letter from Dr. D. w. Smeuse dated 1/6/37, confirming the understanding that 

the Major Byer's china now in the Smouse Home will go to the DMWC as Mrs. 

Smouse willed, when he is through with it. 

Gift of a 70 year old tablecloth and a cut glass piece were presented by Mrs. 

Almeda Harpel. 



2/11/37 Discussion as to whether dues should be raised to $10.00 and initiation fee 

to $10.00 - members polled resulting in practically unanimous negative vote. 

3/3/37 Lt. Col. Stewart Roddie, a British Army Officer spoke on "Maelstrom in Europe . " 

Proposed budget for 1936-37 Receipts $13,200.00 . Expenditures $12,715.00. 

4/7/37 Limiting reservations to May Day Fete to 350. 

CLUB YEAR 5/12/37 - 4/27/38 

6/24/37 Gifts - book case, china closet and table offered by MRS. Otto Wolf of German-

town, Pa. from furnishings of her mother, Mrs. W. W. Wheeler's home. 

Japanese flower container from Mrs. Huttenlocher. 

9/8/37 Discussion re installing a stoker, decided to pay $1208 .00 cash rather than 

~inance. 

Palms were rented for opening day for stage. 

10/27/37 Mirror from Mrs. Weepton . 

12/8/37 TWo tables presented by Mr~. Capps. 

1/12/38 Bill for $33 for repairing the Byers room furniture and killing the borers in the 

3/9/38 

3/23/38 

4/6/38 

4/20/38 

furniture allowed. 

1148 members eli · ~· ble to vote for officers. 

Coal for 1937-38 $ 458.00 Savings due to installation of 
1936-37 849 .48 
1935-36 1000.00 stoker, probably . 
1934-35 712.00 

$940 in dish fund. %10 received from sale of old dishes. Dishes (1824 pieces) 

pnrchased from Younkers, $788.46. 

16 silver coffee pots purchased for $157.12- $9.75 each. 



5/11/38 

8/10/38 

1/18/39 

1/25/39 

3/8/39 

3/29/39 

4/5/39. 

CLUB YEAR 4/27/38 - 4/26/39 

Purchase of chairs for Board Room from Davidsons - 2 types -

$6oo and $488. 

Erest railings around west and north sides of Byers room at a cost of 

$76.80. 

30th Art Exhibition - 104 pictures were hung, the works of 48 

painters. 

Speaker Grant Wood- "Regional Art . " 

Accepted 2 black basalt Wedgwood urns - one from Mrs. Mannheimer 

and one from Parliamentary Law Club. 

Letter sent to City Council approving and urging the marking of this 

Iowa's most historic site at the junction of the Racoon and Des Moines 

Rivers by building a replica of the Old Fort, surrounded by a suitable 

Park to be used as a museum and community Center 

Mirror glass for ladies dressing room chosen by House Committee from Mrs. 

R. l•f. Little. 

Drew Pearson spoke on "The Merry-go-round of National Politics." 

Fee $300, 

$25 allowed to type and bind the records of the first ten years of the 

Club History from 1885-1895, to be bound in buckram. 

Mrs. Hollis Rawson gave fine marble bust of Dante to the Memorial Library . 



6/14/39 

8/9/39 

11/29/39 

12/1/39 

12/6/39 

10/18/39 

2/14/40 

3/6/40 

3/14/40 

CLUB YEAR April 24 
' 1939 - April 24, 1940 

Purchase f o water heater for $38. 

Intent t 
o amend to limit the active 

membership to 1400 'th . list. Wl a wa1ting 

Reincorporate again - first 

Balance on hand %5023.91. 
5/25/89 - good for 50 years. 

5000 paper t pro ectors for toilet 
seats purchased at a cost of $ 

the West c0mpany, 17 ·50 from 
company agreeing to provide 11 dispensers. 

Dues $10.00- Inition fee $7.00-due on Officers 
Day in April. 

Art Exhibition kept open 14 days, two Sundays included. 

Financial Secretary to be hires. Will keep accounts of the Club and 

of the various Departments and Committ ees, have charge of the files 

and various other duties as required. 

Byers china received from Smouse Estate. 

Elsa Maxwell spoke on "The Science of Laughter." 

123 entries in Art Exhibition 

Speaker MR. Julien Bryan, foreign correspondent and press photographer 

on "I saw Warsaw" - documentary film and Poland taken in 1937 - s lides 

and motion pictur es taken during the seige of Warsaw in September 1939 

Italian statuary f rom Latta Estate. 

Mrs. Chenoweth engaged as Finance Secretary at $75 a month to begin 

4/15/40. 

Speaker Major George Fielding Eliot, Mil i tary Intelligence Reserve of 

the U.S.A., a specialist in defense problems. Subject: The International 

Situation of our National Defense, "The Ramparts We \~atch." 



6/14/39 

8/9/39 

11/29/39 

12/1/39 

12/6/39 

10/18/39 

2/14/40 

3/6/40 

3/14/40 

CLUB YEAR April 24, 1939 - April 24, 1940 

Purchase of water heater for $38. 

Intent to amend to limit the active membership to 1400 with a waiting 

list. 

Reincorporate again - first 5/25/89 - good for 50 years. 

Balance on hand %5023.91. 

5000 paper protectors for toilet seats purchased at a cost of $17.50 from 

the West C0mpany, company agreeing to provide 11 dispensers. 

Dues $10.00- Inition fee $7.00-due on Officers Day in April. 

Art Exhibition kept open 14 days, two Sundays included. 

Financial Secretary to be hires. Will keep accounts of the Club and 

of the various Departments and Committees, have charge of the files 

and various other duties as required. 

Byers china received from Smouse Estate. 

Elsa Maxwell spoke on "The Science of Laughter." 

123 entries in Art Exhibition 

Speaker MR. Julien Bryan, foreign correspondent and press photographer 

on "I saw Warsaw" - documentary film and Poland taken in 1937 - slides 

and motion pictures taken during the seige of Warsaw in September 1939 

Italian statuary from Latta Estate. 

Mrs. Chenoweth engaged as Finance Secretary at $75 a month to begin 

4/15/40. 

Speaker Major George Fielding Eliot, Military Intelligence Reserve of 

the U.S.A., a specialist in defense problems. Subject: The International 

Situation of our National Defense, "The Ramparts We \-latch." 



Minutes 

Oct. 2, 1940 

Oct. 16, 1940 

Adria Berry 

Program 
Attendance 360 . Guests from Mass., I ll., Washingt on 
D.C. , Wisconsin, Michi gan and I owa 

Agnes de Mille and her dance gr oup presented old 
court dances, American folk and satiric dance sketches 
of her own compositi on. Attendance 966 , including 
90 guests. 

I 

Oct. 30, 1940 Program - Dr. Harry Overstreet, Ph i losopher, psycholo­
gist a nd author. 

November 27, 1940 -Program, Eva la Ga~lienne -lecture. Subject, 
11 1'he I mportance of the Theater in our Cultural Life11 

At tendance, 775 

December 11, 1940 - Lecture by Sterling North. "Trenqs in Modern 
Fiction. rt 
Prelude, St. Joseph's Academy String Ensemble 

President's Scrap Book - 1940-41 

May 3, 1940 I t snowed on the day of the May Day Party. The women 
phoned Younkers, had s omeone come out and "spray the 
ai r in the dining room with wild rose perfume, thereby 
creating their own May Day atmosphere." 

Mi nutes 

May 22, 1940 

Jan. 8 , 1941 

Luncheons were 40~ 

Bids f or new r oofing of Ar t Gallery - Lockrid ge , $138 . 50; 
H. B. Buckham $155.00; I owa Roof ing ~1 65 . This l ast was 
accepted with a 15 yr. guarantee. 

Mrs. Deets salary was hl25 a month. 

Rental schedule wa s g iven. 

Program - Lecture by Roy Scott, Photogr apher i n 
t:hina f or Life Ma gazine . " China' s Comeback". 

March 19, 1 941 Program - Lecture by Erika Mann, daughter of Thomas 
Mann. Writer and actress. Sub ject "What Price Fascism" 
Attendance 1122. 256 guests. 

The Board members gave a t ea for Erika Mann , Wed. Mar. 
19, at Younkers Tea Room. Th e officers of tb e Club 
acted as hostesses. This was after the program. 

April 2 , 1941 Program - Nati onally known juveni l e court jud ge , 
Judge Malcom Hatf ield, s peke on "Juveni l e Del i nqu ency ." 



Adria Berr y 

Bul~etin 

Oct. 15 , 1941 Jan Struther , author of "Mrs Minever" s poke on 
subject, 'IYour Country and Mine." 

Nov. 2, 1941 Fred Herzon, Austrian baritone on scholarshtp at the 
State Univers ity of Iowa gave a concert. They had 
beaut ifully printed programs. 

Nov. 26, 

Minutes 
Sept. 3, 

Bulletins 

1941 Denis 
Doyle 

1 941 " Mr~: . 
up to 

Conan Doyle, son of the late Sir Arthur Conan 
l ectured on "Will This War End Christianity?" 

Carrol moved that 1000 Art Catalo~ues be brou ght 
da te and sold at the nominal prine of 10¢" 

1941-42 

During these years,_the monthly Bulletins weuld carry 
a "Picture of the Month", or" Our Exhibit of the Mont h" 
in which they told something interesting about our 
ar t possess ions. 

wnutes 
uring the wa r years the women were very supportive of the war effort. 

Club moneys wer e used to buy Bonds and Stamps. 

The minutes to~d of many letters of condolence s ent 
to members who had lost sons i n t he fi ghting. 

Oct. 29, 1941 ~ogram -Mrs. J. Borden Harriman, Former U. s . 
Minister to Norway lectured on " I Saw t he Blitzkrieg 
Begin". Attendance 1104. 204 Guests. 

February 18, 1942 The program was a l ecture by Dorothy Draper on 
"Decorating is Fun". Attendance 9hS 

Bulletins 
The meetings at this t me were preo.:eded by a mus ical prelude at 1:45. 

They were exceptionally fine ~usical talent from t he 
Universities in the area. At 2: 00 the meet in~ was 
c~lled to order. 

The program budget for the year was~3000.f or the R programs , this 
included the fee for Dorothy Draper of ~2SO . OO . 

Program Nov . 4 1942 - Devi Dja and t he Bali Jana Dancers. 
t he Register were devoted to pi cture s and a 
of this program . 

~· Scrapbook _42-43 Much of the Scrapbook was devoted to 
'- . · war eff6rt of the menbers &f t h ~ club 

Pages in 
write up 

the 

Bulletin, Feb . 1943 - "Mrs . Leslie French, TIJar Savings Bonds- arrd·­
Stamps Chairman, reports sales total ing ~12, 839 to 
Jan. 13 ." 

ArticJ:e on "The Importance of Saving Scrap" to help 
t he war ef fort 

*1941-42 Attendance down durin the year. 
71 new membe r s in 41-42 



Adria Berry 

Programs in Jan. ' 43 included Margaret Brourke Whi te · and 
Fd.lton Lewis Jr. 

Feb. 43 Bulletin "Pictures of the month are exhibited under special 
l ighting at the East end of the Auditorium lobby.n 

1 aLl -- 12.:r:!.e..st.dent1s _Scrapbook contained a lorg article fr om the 

3 

_ _, '-, .&.. ~ - - ------ -

April, 1943 The Des Moines W r Cl 
Penny's Stor e . omen s ub sold bonds and stamps at 

They manned this booth 5 days a week 
Bond and stamp sales &£ the Club Members - ~28,020.30 

The Presidents Scrapbook for l G42-43 had 
in Wartime". one whole section on "Women 

- - - - i. .. -

to us throught the courtesy ·ct· F1v·~. ". v . _ 

Dec.8, 1943 Minutes Bd. of Direct ors p. 37 
Ciift of d :i.n i ng table, 6 chai rs and buffet from the estate of 
Mrs. ~ill Tones. Mrs . Alice Tone Wells, the d onor , and 
Mrs . W. B. Wri ght. 

March 29, 1944 
"Mrs. Leon Wood of the Women's D vision of the State War 
Finance, Committee presented the Merit Awa r d t o the Des 
Moines Women 's Club, 90% of it's members be i n~ regular 
purchasers of war bonds or stamps" 

April 26, 1944 Gift - Silk Embr oidered Shawl fr om Mrs . Vict or Emh of f. 

March 1, 1944 Art Exhib i t. Open for t wo weeks. 23 artists exhibited . 
52 paintings entered. 

Oct ~ 18 , 1944 Program -Teres ita and Emelio Osta, a program of Spanish 
and American Music and danc i n g 829 in attendance . 

Oct. 25 , 1944 - 945 members of th e Des Moines Wo~en's Cl ub 

Nov.22, 1944 Minutes Board of Directors p 37 
"The bequest to the club from the estate of Mrs. Emma lr.J . 

· Whi senana consisted in an oil pa int i ng by Charl es A. Commi ng 
and a Carr ara marble bust of Apollo Be lvedere~ 

November 30, 1944. - Program - Ely Cl ubertson, ''or~aniz ing fo r Total 
Peace". 576 in at tendance 

* Mi nutes - May 26, 1943 A motion was made and carried that at t he 
annual Art Exhibition "this yesr" no momey awards be given. 
~ h e a~t Scholardhips for thi s year were omitted a ls o. 



Adria Berry 

Prog ram, Jan. 3, 1945 - Dr . Ruth Gruv er , Field Represent ati v e to 
Alaska from the U. s. Dept. of th e I nteri or. Subject: 
11 Women in a Changing World" . 

March 14, 1945 37th Annual Art Exhibit ion. 65 entries, 30 exibitors . 
Judges : Paul Ma nship, New York, Christian Peterson an rt 

Mrs . Edna 0 1 Bryan of Ames. 

Program fo r that aft ernoon wa s M~ . Paul ~anship, interna­
ti onal l y famous sculptor. His subJect, " My Exper ence i n 
Se Ylpture." 

April 4, 1 945 Gift - Lar~e tapestry fro~ the estate of Mrs. Hen ry 
B. Hawley. 

Program November 28, 1945 - V ncent Sheean - Evenin~ meeting . 1123 presen t 

December 12, 1945 - Ru t h Draper, actress 1186 pres ent 

February 27, 1946 The Board set as i de ~ 7500 as a nucleus for t h e 
building of a new dining room and k i tchen as s oon as materia ls 
are available. 

·:z. Membershi p (new) 1945 through November 1 67 n ew members 

1946 J a nuary 9 through February 20 - 240 new member$ 

The year closed with ful l memb e rsh ip of luOO 
and a wait ing l ist on hand. 



1945-1946 Prosl oent : 
Mrs. Wm. R. Hornaday 

B. Art exh:I.btt 'LtHl (r.u·chi.Hle nr l ~:.0 ) 

$30 . 00 cash awards to 3 winners 

Paid out $670~00 for furnace repair work 
50.00 allowed to rehabilitate pictures (Art Possessions) 

. 187.25 for iron gril l es for windows 
The Cl ub set aside $7,500 towards building a new dining room and kitchen 

D. Co~munity se~v ic e 

E. Dues 

The Philanthropic Committee of DMWC made layettes 
Gave $50 to Community Chest 

$10.00 Life membership $100 
DMW~ paid a total of $711.05 in dues to State Federation (516 .40) , 

City Federation (193 . 65) and Polk County Federation (1. 00) 

F . Food servic e 
No records 

G. Gif t s 
Received 

@ " 
" 
" 

heii:loom sampler from Mr . Tom Drake 
pictures from the Misses Laird 
statue from Mrs . F. C. Waterbury 
ext ension table from Miss Belle Gilcrest 

., 

" 

H. Gon1 s 

$200 from est .ate of Mrs. E. H. Carter (put into Memorial Art Fund) 
2 gifts of $25 each from husbands of deceased members (into Mem.Art Fund) 



I. Hi,to~ic~l Avonts 
WAR ENDS IN EUROPE 5/7/45 
Gas rationing ended 

1945-1946 

Aug , 5 - atomic bomb dropped at Hiroshima 
Sept . ' 45 - Japanese surrendered - WAR ENDS 
Fort Des Moines Army Post went out of existence 

, h h<fomE;n ' s Club celebrated 60th annivers ary) 
J. }llern er s o l nn . } · 

Pr~si d.enl~ : 
Mrs . Wm. R . Hornaday 

Full membership of 1,400 reached.- waiting list ~n file 

K. Prag~ams (VIPs ) 
Richard Wright - authck of "Native Son " and ''Black ~oy" 

Vincent Sh eehan - war correspondent and author 
Ruth Draper , actress James Hebron , criminologis t - Iva Kitchell, dance 
Col. M. Thomas Tchou, Chinese philosopher humor ist 
Curtis D. MacDougall , editor and newspaperman 
Nora Waln, author "House of Exile", Atlantic Monthly contributor 

L. Pro ,1ects 

M. Rentals 
Junior Fed. of Women ' s Clubs 
D,M, Garden Club 
Chapt~ Q, PEO 
National Music Sorority Mu Phi Epsilon 
Final year for iCivic Music Assoc (moved to Shrine Aud . in ' 46-47) 

. ; 
N. Scholarsh i ns 

o. Mis~ellaneous 

I 1 

I 

; 

'I. 

~· 



CJub Y<WT : ].946-1947 

t\ . Anocdo tt)s 

v, 
P;pr:~:~ider1t : · 

Mrs. Ray c. Fountain 

The year opened with a Centennial Tea, with special music and program 
on Flower Arranging (E. L. Hodson) (It was Iowa State Centennial) 

B. A.rt exhib l tl tH1 ( nur cha se pr~tze ) 

Three $50 prizes awarded 

c. 

D. 

E. 

Buil d ing ( ad rHti.nn s , t 'El 11n '1e1 ·n·s' 
Repaired and painted 8 doors - cost $177 
Fire inspector ordered that front doors into Auditorium must be left 
. unlocked during programs 
Mr~. Riddell, chr. of building committee, planned extensive ($100,000) 

remodelling - to ~elude modern and completely equipped kitchen, 2 rooms 
on 2nd floor for dining rooms - to increase luncheon capacity from 350 to 500 

Co rumuni t Y s e rv 1 c e I Also planned powder rooms , improve heating and ventilating , 
Planted an elm tree on and 3rd floor apartment for resident couple. 
east lawn in memory of New drinking fountain at east end of lobby. 
WW II veterans,.living and dead. 

Donated $75 to Com.Chest, $50 to Kenny Cottage Program at Ia.Luth.Hospital, 
$25 to Pan American Exchange Fellowship Fund, S75 to Red cross Fund 

Due!3 
Annual dues $10. 
Life Membership 

Initiation fee raised to $15. Price of lunches raised to 60 cents. 
given for 50 years continuous membership in the Club. 

F . Food serv ic e 

No records. May Day luncheon cost 50 cents. 

G. Gifts 
Received $50 from sale of Dresden chocolate set 

" Oriental flower container 
" 
" 
" 
" 

H • tJ rrri! 111 

Jppanese vase from Mrs . Alice Tone Wells 
statue of Hebe from Mrs. Addison Parker 
painting from M/M Dean Schooler . 
4 paintings and etch~ng from Proteus Club 

Rec •d portrait of Major HSM Byers, presented by Mrs. J . M. Burrows 
Carved dining room suite (table ,buffet, 16 chairs) formerly used in Hoyt Sherman 
Place, o~fered as a gift fran Mrs. Arthur Sherman of California. (Club to 
pay transportation from California.) 

GOALS - Remodelling building 



I. Historic ~ ] ~vonts 

' Iowa State Centennial celebrated 
Raymond Blank Guild organized 

J . ~1emhet•shio ( nfl , ) 

1946-1947 Pr~sident: 

>Irs • Ray C. Fountain 

1500 limit on membership and a long waiting list • Nov. ' 46 had 1494 members 
' 

K. Pr,., g ram s ( VIPs ). 
evening meeting a year -Trapp Family Singers this year. Normally held one 

Regitlar programs: Dr. Ralph Seckman, radio pulpit NYCity , pastor Christ Church NYC 
Mrs. Raymond Clapper 

L. Projec t s 

Carl Van ~ren, editor ''The Nation" 
Margaret Webster , dir . Shakespearean drama 
Arcult Shearby, violinist 

Still planning remodel ling 

M. Rentals 
D.M. Junior Fed. 
Catholic Women ' s 
D. M. Garde~ . Club 

Treble Clef Club 
Proteus Club 

N. Scholar-shins 

o. Miscellaneous 

of w. Clubs 
League 

Polk CQ. Republican Women 
Drake music fraternity . 
DAR - Abigail Adams chapter 

Mrs . E. T . Meredith sponsored a benefit concert for 
Iowa Luth. Hosp. - Curt Roqosinski artist 

Mrs . L . c. Deets retired April 30 , 1947 and was given a gift of $1 , 000 

I 

)& ) 

J 

'I. 

-· 



1947-1948 Prf:1sident : 

"-· Anecdotes 
Mrs . Harold Gordon 

B • . A.rt ex.hibitltH1 ( t)urch~ut e or1:?.e) 

C. Building ( adrHtJ.nns , l~~~fllo '1 e1 'n•;s ) 
Replaced skylight - $992 - A. H. Neuman Bros . 
Still haven't remodelled kitchen 

D. Communi t y servic e 
$75 to Red Cross, $75 to Community Chest , $50 to Kenny Fund, $25 to Pan 

American Exchange Fellowship Fund, $10 to Iowa Poetry Day Assoc • . 
Purchased 12 CARE packages 

E. Dues 
$10 . $150 for Life membership Can increase) 
DMWC protested the raise in dues to Iowa Federation (50 cents increase per member) 
but no adj'ustment was granted. 

F• Food Service ~ 
G, Giftp. 

~~XJ~X~1~ 

Received the dining room suite of Hoyt Sherman. 
Received Victorian davenport from Mrs. Edw. Riddell 
Recei~ed silver tray from Mrs. D. o. Milligan 

H, Gn l.s 

'•. 



'Yf,lav s :· · 1947-1948 

I. Hi storic ~) Mvunts 
Des Moines Art Center nearing completion (Sept. ' 47) 

J. Hembersh!l') (nn . } 

I nitiation fee raised from $7.00. 

K. Prngrams (VIPs) 
John Mason Brown 
Robert St . John 

Limit 1,500 membersh ip 

Hon~ Charles P. Taft (son of Wm. Howard) 
Chinese Cultural Group 
Dr. Harrison Brown on "Atomic Energy" 

PPEHJ ~d~n ~ . : 

Mrs. Harold Gordon 

Dora Jame Hamblin on "Displace~ Persons - Our Responsibility" 
L. Proj ec ts Styl e Show- New Utica 

M. Rentals 

International Sunday School Convention, 3 days @ $40 per day 
Groups renting regularly : Cath. Daughters of America, Cath. Women ' s League, 

Fortnightly Club, DAR - Abigail Adams chapter - Youth for Christ -
Des Moines Garden Club 

('Ma" Sunday talked about her husba~ad Billy - 1500 atended 
~ h 1· hi The year ' s report shows rentals for 75 clubs other than DMWC N. ~ c o .ars ns . 

plus 9 wedding receptions, 22 breafkast-lunches-dinners, 
24 piano recitals , 8 studio dance recitals, 
12 dances, 27 religious services 

o. Miscellaneous 
Resident Margaret Mellor empl oyed as Exec. Secy . at $175 a month. Also . axK~~. ~ecy. 

at $125 per month plus living quarters. 



CJ ub 'teflr : 1948-l-949 Pres:l, C'ent: 
Mrs. Edward Riddell 

A. A'nac'do·litlS 

Des · Moines Women ' s Club k~~efor a day at Younkers " Dream House" - a 
9 room colonial ·house at 4921 Woodland. Admission was 15 cents. For benefit 
of the · .B.uilding Fund. 

Ads in .the bull~in were from New Utica, Younkers, Stearns , Grocers Wholesale, 
Chamberlain-Kirk-Cline, Jewett Lumber, Frankels, Cosmies, Queal Lumber 

Wolfs, 

B. Art exhihit:tr'n ( r,m•ch~l se oriz.e) 

Annually - 3 $50 prizes 
(Mrs.Hiram Houghton .of Iowa was president 
of Gen. Federation of Women ' s Clbbs ) 

D. Community service 

B. Dues 
The Board voted to withdraw from Iowa State Fed. of Women ' s Clubs because of 
financial burden imposed on larger clubs by straight per capita method of 
assessing dues . 

F. Food service 

G. Gifts 

, 
'--

Received a Gobelin tapestry from Mrs. John Elwell 

'I, 



I 

YeaJ•s : ' 1948-1949 Pr 0sictent: 
I. Hisbovic ~ l AVOnts Mrs . Edward Riddell 

J. Memharshin ( r~n .) 

Have 1600 total membership . Average attendance at regular programs , 478 

K. Prngre.ms (VIPs) 
First family night pr ogram (for club members , friends and families) · 

was the Des Moi nes Barbershop chorus. 
Regul ar programs : John Met cal fe , reporter ; Hartzell Sp ence and Harl an Miller , 

Arthur Bl i ss Lane, former ambassador to Poland 

L • Pro .i e c t s 

H. Rentals 
Regular club meetings other t han Dmwc - 75 
22 wedding receptions 

Gir l Scout s 20th annual me eting 
Castl e Cl ub 

20 piano recitals 
27 religious meetings 
1 9 l ectures and film l ectures 

. ~ 
N. Schnl e.rshi Y> s 

o. Mi sce l laneous 

D. M. Adult Educ. fil m series 
s nd speakers 

I I 
f 

)/ 

I, ., 



G:ll\ Y~FJr : 1949-1950 

A. /\nee do tHHl 

~~ 
P:r es ;t r.l Qnt : 

MrS. Tom B. Throckmorton 

Held organized classes in sewing, metal work, art and cooking, choral 
. and · drama groups. Well attended. 

Mrs. Gardner Cowles died March 1950, aged 88 

B. Art ex.hlh1.t1. r) n ( t)\lt'Ch~~~~o n r~ J;;:, n) 

C. Build ing ( Rd n :ltJ.nn s , rH nJn ' 10'1 · n .-J 

May 1950 

D. Co~munity 

- · started remodelling - f i nal revised plans completed and to stage of 
obtaini ng bids. New heating pl ant to be installed in summer '49 
kitchen improves ments o .k. ' d and service kitchen on second floor. 
(Omitted plan for 3rd floor apartment for resident secr etary. 
Mrs . Riddell, Bldg . Comm. Chr. $6 , 250 donated by club members and 

servic e 
5 , 000 from General Fund 

Donated to Cornminity Chest and Red Cross 

rt: . Dues 

$12.50. Entrance fee raised from $ 22.50 to $27.50 

F . },nod servic e 

Sandwich Bar established to handle overflow at luncheons. 

G. Gifts 

I 



page · 2 
1949-1950 

I . HlstoriC!l) AVOt11.iB Mrs. Tom B. Throckma)rton . 

J. Hembershir:> (nn . l 

K. Prngrams (VIPs) 
Page Stone Ballet (Chicago) . Dr • ?-1arcus Bach 
Millicent Fenwick (Vogue ass. editor) 
Margaret Bourke-White, Life photogtapher 
Emily Kimbrough - author 

Hal and Ruby Holbrook 
and wbrld reporter 

Willie Snow Ethridge 

L. Projects 

Louis Armstrong in a Friday night concert at Hoyt Sherman Place 

Held a Loyalty Day for receiving contributions to the Building Fund 

M. Rentals 
Merrill Lynch sponsored a series of 5 w~ekly lectures on money investments, 

in the Art Gallery - 7:30 p.m. 
Formal dance by Drake chapter of Delta Zeta 
D. M. Adult Ed • . had Hubert Humphrey, US senator and Paul Douglas , US Senator 

N. Sc holarshins 

0 . Miscellaneous 

I 
I . ) ~ I 

·, 

·' 



1949 - 50 

1950 - 51 

Reporter: Fran Throckmorton 

DES MOINES WOMEN'S CLUB 
1950 CLIPPINGS 

Edna Throckmorton - President (ret iring) 
Lela Tuller, President-elect (retiring) 
Helen Joh~~~~ - First Vice President (retiring) 

Cecil Davis & Lela Tuller had requested gift 
of chandelier that had been in the American 
Farmers Mutual offices, 2000 Grand that used 
to belong to J. H. Polk Mansion ''Herndon Hall" 
[Des Moines Women's Club replaced American Mutual's 
with a modern fixture.] 

Guest speaker: Mrs. Fred Hunter - Pioneer suffragist 
and member of League of Women Voters was featured. 

Oct. 29, 1950 Norman Thomas debated Dr. Wm. McGovern (Northwestern 
University Professor) on government-provided 
security. 

Dec. 3, 1950 Leonard Howell, City Manager, addressed club 
on Municipal affairs. Groups meeting at the 
clubhouse included : Castle Club for its dinner 
dances: also Abigail Adams DAR; Federation of 
Women's Clubs;Garden Club of Des Moines. Our 
clubhouse was being remodeled at a cost of $96,000; 
included powder room: coffee urns, kitchen dishwasher, 
refrigerator and stove. 

Dec. 20, 1950 Hal Holbrook (Denison University) and wife, 
Ruby, featured at a meeting in theatre: "GREAT 
PERSONALITIES". Ruth Alexander, economist, 
exhorted as to withstand socialism . 

Jan. 17, 1951 Ogden Nash. 

Feb. 11, 1 95 1 Bill Costello, correspondent. 

Mar. 4, 1951 Edith Davison, our cateress, featured in paper 
- (Des Moines Register & Tribune). 



October 3 

December 

February 6 

March 5 

March 12 

March 26 

Reporter: Fran Throckmorton 

DES MOINES WOMEN'S CLUB 
1951 - 1952 CLIPPINGS 

President Lela Tuller (succeeding Cecil Davis) 
President-Elect Helen Johann 
Membership 1600 
24 coffee pots pictured (silver) - newly 
purchased. 
Club chorus directed by Mrs. Stanford Hulshizer 
(Emily). 

Programs 

Ethel Barrymore Colt, actress - singer 
Eva LaGallienne, actress 
Forrest Spaulding, city librarian 
Ernestine Galbreth Carey, Co-author "Cheaper 
by the Dozen". 

Zella Wallace, "One of Des Moines' favorite 
literary folk". 

Rose Lorenz Dance Studio. 

Adeline Ogilvie's Dance Studio. 

Dr. Newton Moats of Grace Methodist Church (pastor). 

Robert Shaw, TV producer and writer of "Mr. 
District Attorney". 
Herb Owen's painting "Law Bridge" won l of 2 
first prizes in professional clan at Art Exhibition. 
Russell Saunders, organist, presented vesper 
musicale. 
The Women's Club chorus presented "Gay Nineties". 

Countess Waldeck, novelist, journalist, historian. 
Kate Goldman (Mrs. Harold) and Archie Leonard 
did "Anne, the Thousand Days" directed by Verner 
Haldene of Community Theater. 

Mrs. F. J. Weertz chaired musical program by 
Mabel Mon Madden. 
Mrs. Phineas Henry on "Illustrations in Children's 
Books". 



v 

October 15 

November 12 

February 25 

April 8 

April 29 

Reporter: Fran Throckmorton 

DES MOINES WOMEN'S CLUB 
1952 - 1953 CLIPPINGS 

President - Mrs. Albert Johann (Helen) 

Dan Williams, Librarian; Leonard Wood, Artist; 
and Harrison Wood, Correspondent. 

Stuart Chase, author; consultant on economic 
problems, "Your Money's Worth", "The Proper 
Study of Mankind". 

Dr. Virgil Hancher from University of Iowa, 
"Three Roles of Universities". 

Judges for the Art Exhibition were Dwight Kirsch, 
Art Center; Leonard Good, Drake; and Marie Brewer, 
Des Moines Schools. 

Winners: 
Mrs. Arthur Kirk 
c. K. Gunnar 
Betty Slaughter 

Drake Band, directed by Dr. Gordon Bird, concert, 
played "Edge of Night" by Dr. Francis Pyle and 
soloist Nathan Jones of Drake. 

"A Phoenix Too Frequent", Kate Goldman, Bothilda 
Cleveland and William Fischer, directed by Dr. 
James Fiderlick· 



Reporter: Fran Throckmorton 
53-54 

DES MOINES WOMEN'S CLUB 
1953 - 1954 CLIPPINGS (Scrapbook) 

President - Mrs. Maurice Lan (Frances) 

Installation: Program: "A Phoenix too Frequent" by Christopher 
Fry; director (Prof. James J. Fiderlick; cast: 
Bathilda Cleveland, Kate Goldman and Bill Fisher. 

September 4 Mrs. Deets, 87, former secretary in DMWC, from 
1920-47, died in California. 

October 14 

October 21 

October 28 

November 4 

November 11 

November 18 

Ann Cameron, Wolf's stylist, presented Fashion 
Show. Sally Levich accompanied. .' 
Drama Department presented Ralph Senensky, new 
director of Des Moines Community Playhouse. 

Robert Speed, professor in music at Grandview, 
presented Hawley organ prelude. 
Mr. and Mrs. George Peak showed movies re South 
Africa which they had visited last spring. 
Speaker Lloyd Wendt, author, accused women of 
making too many material demands upon men, who 
are really frail creatures dominated by women. 
"In 1848 American women began to shop in stores, 
thus spurring merchandising to new heights . 
... If women allow the ego of men to be too much 
inhibited, they'll ha ve a psychological problem 
on their hands". 

Mrs. Vernon Seeburger presented a "colorlogue 
of Mexico". Mary Joyce Lind danced Mexican 
dances in costume. 
For American Education week, Dr. George Hohl 
director of elementary education, in Des Moines 
led discussions following film of "Skippy and 
Three R's". 

Henry and Vera Bradshaw on "Adventures in Writing 
and Photography" in Wyoming, Great Lakes, and 
Maine. 

Archie Leonard directed our DMWC women in "The 
Women" (Clara Booth Luce). 

Gordon Gammack on Korea 
Dr. Nyardi, former minister of finance of Hungary 
and now professor at Bradley University, warned 
of perils of Communism. 

Mrs. Leslie Renquist directed women's club chorus. 



December 2 

December 9 

January 6 

January 13 

January 20 

January 27 

February 3 

February 9 

Reporter: Fran Throckmorton 

1953 CLIPPINGS CONTINUED 
Page Two 

James Duncan, head of Radio Department at Drake, 
read poetry of Edna St. Vincent Millay. 

Robert Bagley, director Roosevelt High Orchestra, 
presented muscial program, along with Laura 
Duncan , director of Roosevelt chorus. 

St. Joseph Academy presented a Christmas Day 
by a cast of academy kindergartners. Morris 
Barr lectured on Australia. 

Rod Gelatt of Radio Station WHO led panel discussion 
re Explorer Scout Trip to Nahal Canyon, Navajo 
National Monument in Arizona, little known to 
white men, high adventure for scouts. 

Margo Heilman, organist, played prelude . 
William Clyde Donald, psychologist counselor 
and minister from Milwaukee, spoke on "How to 
Get Along with Yourself and Others" and "Humor 
is a Shock Absorber". 

Jeanice Williams Noyes read a cutting of "Barretts' 
of Wimpole Street, Director of Speech at Grandview, 
wife of Dr. Frank Noyes, conductor of Drake-
Des Moines Symphony. 

College Dean (Iowa State) Helen LeBaron, "Women 
are still being fitted into college programs 
designed for men. We must decide on education 
befitting new responsibilities. 

North High Rope Jumpers 
Edna Lazlo, portrait artist 

Carl Malone, Extension Economist at Iowa State 
"Citizens Role in Free World". 

Bishop F. Gerald Ensley, Bishop at Methodist 
Church. 

Professor Andrew White, baritone, professor 
of voice at Drake University, renowned for his 
concert and opera work thoughout the USA, in 
a program of song. 

Benefit performance of "The Women". 



February 10 

February 17 

March 3 

March 10 

March 21 

March 24 

March 31 

April 7 

Reporter: Fran Throckmorton 

1953 CLIPPINGS CONTINUED 
Page Three 

Dan Williams, Librarian of Des Moines, on "A 
Fortune in Your Attic". 

Mrs. Lloyd White of Kansas City on "Hats, What's 
Under Them"; and our own Maurine Stanton, designer 
and decorating consultant and a staff member 
of Adult Education Department, on "Be Your Own 
Decorator". 

Readings presented by Drama Department~ Mary 
Blythe Ungles and Marian Cowper Rae. 
Well-Known Des Moines performers: Curtis Page, 
Jim Duncan and Robert Moore. .r 
P.M. John Beaufort, drama critic for Christian 
Science Monitor, "The Play and You", "To the 
extent that he can do that, he in giving the 
reader a vicarious sense of what is going on". 
A critic should try to convey something of the 
quality of the experience of a · particular play. 

Technical High School Band, directed by Dick 
Wilson. 
Edith Webber on book reviews of the latest spring 
books including Emily Kimbrough, Philip Whylie, 
Alice Bryant, Sholem Asch. 

Art Exhibition Tea 
Mary G. Brown won first; other exhibitors included 
Brunk, Good, Macy, Holladay*, Mattern, Owens*, 
Shane*, Stanton, Alfred Thomas*(2), Wagner, 
Fairall, Kirk and Meers. 

*winners (Karl Mattern was a judge) 

Glenn Lull, interior decorator 
John Dexter, organist at Plymouth 

Bess Johnson, Smouse principal, participant 
in Fulbri~ht teacher exchange with Britain in 
1952, 1953. 

1:30 Dorothy Davies Rapp in song. 
Robert Aura Smith, New York Times, "Psychology 
of Betrayal" re Asians thinking about their 
policies and ours. 

11 - Dr. Keith Huntress 
1:30 "Galena Treasures" by John Hodgson, Presbyterian 
minister ther e . 



April 21 

April 28 

( 

Re~orter: Fran Throckmorton 

1953 CLIPPINGS CONTINUED 
Page Four 

Mrs. Raymond Sayre of Ackworth, outstanding 
farm woman and Mother of the Year, Eisenhower's 
Agricultural Advisory Committee, speaking. 

Mrs. James Addison presented program on coronation 
of Queen Elizabeth, June 2, 1952. Mrs. Addison 
is English born, came to U.S.A. in 1920 . 

Installation of Marjorie Herrick. 
Drama Department presented pageant written by 
Edith Webber. 



May 2, 1954 

October 17 

October 31 

November 7 

November 16 

November 28 

Reporter: Fran Throckmorton 

DES MOINES WOMEN'S CLUB 
1954 - 1955 CLIPPINGS 

President - Mrs. Allan Herrick (Marjorie) succeeding 
Mrs . Maurice Lan 
President-Elect - Mrs. David 0. Milligan 
Executive Secretary - Mrs. Arch Mellor 
Catering - Mrs. F. M. Davison 

Installation of Marjorie Herrick. 
Boris Goldovsky of Metropolitan - guest artist. 
Program - Retiring board gave a delightfully 
witty program on "Hats" (probably written by 
Carolyn Jordan). 
Clippings of deaths included one of Mrs. 0. .r 

L. Brownell, mother of Fleta Brownell Woodroff 
of gardening fame. 

Eva L. Gallienne in times and tales of Oscar 
Wilde. 

The auditorium was redecorated this year at 
a cost of $31,000.00--sage green curtains, new 
spots and speakers, new carpet in foyer, mezzanine, 
stairs, and aisles. 

Howard Orms, director of Playhouse, and his 
wife, were prese~t. 
Dorothy Daniel, authority in cut glass. 

Dean Frank Jordan (Drake University ) - organ 
recital. 

John Dos Passos, author, (friend of Roswell 
Garst). 
Des Moines Women's Club presented "The Women" 
(also at Ottumwa Women's Club November 29th). 

Dr. A. F. Voigt, atomic energy scientist of 
Ames. 

December 5 Dr. Francis Pyle (Drake University) presented 
one of his own compositions. 

Jan. 16, 1955 Rosemary Kuhlman, New York City Center Opera, 
"Amahl and The Night Visitors". 

January 23 Edith Webber in book reviews. 
Announcement made for Art Exhibition by Chairman, 
Harriet Macy. 

February 13 Des Moines Religious Drama Workshop directed 
by Cecile Wry. 



February 27 

March 13 

March 22 

April 3 

April 10 

April 21 

April 24 

May 1 

Reporter: Fran Throckmorton 

1954 - 1955 CLIPPINGS CONTINUED 
Page Two 

Guri Lie, daughter of Trygve Lie, in "Diplomat's 
Daughter" (UN secretary general); wanted to 
become U.S. citizen. 

Leonard Howell, city manager, a.m. 
Edmund Gieshart, artist, in p.m. from University 
of Chicago. 
Musical prelude by Myrtle Stewart and Ruth Emmert 
Fallein (now Crawford). 
Art Exhibit - first prize wori by Mrs. LaVon 
Lindblom; professional class by Lynn Stacey, .r 

Ann Brunk and Leonard Good; and "special" was 
won by Herb Owens. 

Win (Mrs. Julian) Bruner gave one of her sparkling 
talks on the current New York Theatre. 

Drama Department in "Ghost of Rhodes Manor" 
directed by Luana Chinn (Mrs. Carroll). 
Dr. Margaret Westerhof, executive of Des Moines 
Health Center, spoke a.m. 

Mr. and Mrs. (Ren~) Meredith Willson in a "speak 
and sing", one o£ their two personal appearance 
tours each year (April and October) told about 
"The Music Man" coming out next season. 

Steve Cebuhar told about his 4 years behind 
Iron Curtain. He felt U.S. not aware of Communist 
threat. 

Dorothy Davies Rapp, soprano, Marguerite Rothrock, 
accompanied Rose Lorenz Studios presented program 
of dance. Karl Schwartz accompanied. 

Maggie Daly of Chicago, fashion coordinator. 
Music: Alice Jordan (Mrs. Frank) piano and 
organ; Margaret Davis - violin; Lenore Mudge 
Stull - piano . 



A. 1\.necdotes The two- 'tiem tnole in ki 'tchen nade by 

Cus tod · ~n, Elmer Be~· g-fr na old 1 ight board on s tage 
nnct also hf' 1.a.de t he incinerator on ba.c}· drive . 

E . Art exhibition ( u urchase uri ze) 

C . Building 

Harch "'eh. and E·d1.ibi t i 111 

Atd:ci:ll 'tural - Hu~ual Jne . ARtm . Pri ze 11Feed Lot 11 by HPrb 
owen a--not , ... purchase JJr i ze . 

:?.,. :! :..es in amt . >-:' $250 to fir at and Gecond anct Ho~1.. 2~en . 

( add.,:\.tirns remon e] ina ) . . 
_ ;.unt gy Ar s ro orn-.?oought tter1-Rand T~f1)eHr1'tP.r-pa.1nt u.r t 
~a11ery, Bt~r&'n apt . -instn.lled neu l ight con'tro l boar d bact 
s tage-""epaired porch d eal:- and ntep B. C·t·"'J)Pt +'or balcony and 
Tunnl"!ay. 

D. Co~~unity service 
Dr . Charles Gu'tenkauf- 110are of Aging '' SiR . Kap. J\lurm. 

, E . Dues 

F . Food 

G. Gifts 

H. Go8.ls 

on C"e:riatrjciJ . l>olk Co . Fed . \lor1~n' ~; ~lub .Alll11lH.l May 1956 
raeet:i_n~. 'W el:enci party for li'oreign St ud An"': s . 

$1C' . 50 a year 

• .. 
s e rvice ?:iLliohed "Cook Buul: 11 11Frum h.i "tchens of Hoyt '3herL'!an Place 11 

.Mr:~ . F. li . Davidson-Chief Ca.~eress and Cor .• t·tittee t)-" Club 
1/ur!len . April 1- 1 ?6 . Ja..r'le::. J. Kelly a.~1d Gl~n Wallace Comr!l . Chm. 
Bought .J.):fee Serve!'ti 
Cook bool: on sale o.lso a't unhls, Love' G and Greenwu~Jd G:-uc . 
$10 . :or book. at City Libr ary 

I I 
/ for l!rs . Alber t B. Curamin"' lle1rro rial Libr ary Book Shel:. 

Bernice Set"er Atin.rd of ~no.oo 



page .... 2 Club year : 1955-56 Pre s i d ent : 

I . His t or i cal events U,.s _ Dnvid Bil"Ucan 

J . Membershiu (no . ) 1~82 plus ne.-1 u.nd r,~newa1 u.nd Jr . -1610 rnPJ ";:)t3:--s 

K. Programs (VIPs ) ''-:-~· - ~Tn1iHn 3J:"lll1Pr, ?.'Jhm . c3id.np: · Hn.;:rir, Q.):mmj·-~-·11> "hrn~. 
(?1 :r r-.of:np,--lft"'\7 Yo:rl· ' ~;h) 

nai'tifl.J1 n~nCe f1...,. ')1J1)- TppJl eOJ1 Jf!f~ ~ in: 

M. Renta1 s 

N. Scholars hins 

Amy ,r:•nd.c,.bi 1 t-"Cor ple-:. e 3do}: o: 'Sc1ut. 
Jnhn 1:4-t~ )!1 Frown-Con~..,. i'u . ~d . "Gn.-t; . J~vP . RPvit~w" 

Do..,.r> --;h'r 'rhn r'lpt::IJ~1- ljt>lur!lni '>"t 

Dt->G l{oines Syn4hony 
R rm't'l.] s : ~;2, ;::1 . 
~8 , 391 . 25 ior 226 rent~l: fur the year 

01 Mi s cel 1 qne ous _ :'onnf~ Ar t i ·~~s Audj 'tion-V )ic,~, -nntTlJJrll"'ll~ll] Cr>nc·,~::-t 
1 n:cjo ? r llt'!isintr-- ..... ocal ~1r1 nri 'th ~11(7el a. i ..,.R' Hashvi.l.lP. 
( r eg . n ..,.ogran ' l."t "'1ut of 11 JI.nfrpln.irP n 11 

1:~0 n,ihliC" i ty f'n -:- us, patll in fu·1 by stat i on 
Bo'..lght A'll•"'Tica. r~nti Iov a Flci.t;.::. :<., r BJ·.-,::-~> J:•>u r · 

,._, -



A. Anecdote s l!r s Ha:.~t,.n:~ rn.ised Gorda for table <ir~_;O ra. ti.'>'lG-!'•"11 tinG land 
b~t\ ~~m Rock I::- . rtnd Hil":t1Jl:t~e R. R. t,.. ·~.cl~s (Raccr)ll Up]~~~./) 
for $1. a5 

"'ablP. l)ec . of Ele;)h'l!lt:' and. Uonl:e:;' G .:u1~ t:lectio:; yea:::-, Jl~f"> 
01;. ."'r,~s . t·tble sif~n·~d oy .h.d 1 i S'tt",.Jhr-mruL-D. and E1 c'p::a, 't by 
Ike n.nd Hu:1tf' '->IDta · nHcl at Bou1 e u.~Hl Cul:ax by! .. ~~~ . Lc)O Hot~b''-1,GOY . 

B . Art exhib;t i on ( nurc ha~>e ur i 7e) (p!'t•, nted to ! ..... ;._ l~; .. :.·~:c>r 1 rrj ·:e . 

C . Bui l ~in~ (ad~it ions , r e morl e ling) 
::'urch,~se ')!'<!. ~1· .. nd w .. •:;hi nt; l:w.cl:.i PP-C}:air::: 
::>iu.': > in ByPTs :tool.'l r~furhir)1~~1 . 
Cu.l'yet ins t alled Loge u.nd ~tuge 
Ne\·r chairs in .31 .. loony-old .H.P.S suld. 
rtepai -rs tu 3ld.6 . 
Cei, .i.1 <; i 11 base!'l•"l't reatro.n~ :'c'pitired 

D. Communit y service 
PubJ.iC' ~ ffai!'S Dept . u.ttPnded }"'•)1/: Cu. Fr>d. : .• ~•'t Lllb 

'- E . Dues 

F . F0od service 

G. Gift s Jun;nr Fed . bu.v~ uu Sil ·~·~r 'rray 
Pu. :: ... lJ:·ea . plcd

0
..:>d ~p2:· . 00 'to ~_ ::-t Gchola:rshi > 

Voted to restablinh ! .. ei:t'>..,.ial Art ~cholar::;l:ip o'f C200 . 

H . Goals 

--



--nags 2 

~·tt.J ....... ,a 
Club y e ar : 195f-57 PreEident : 

I. Historical events Hrs . Jt::Losu llarY.em 
Ne'"T Cut o: Club H0 w~e on CJ'u · tr of r3ont hly 
Bulletin-July 11- 1 5b, l -rs . !.t..rken, Hol Gela tt and L:r . 1:Pstin 

J . Membership (No . ) 

K. Programs (VIPs ) 

L. Projects 

M. Rentals 

N, Scholarshi:os 

o. Mi scellaneous 

1'1'ill DuTant, Author ''Sto:-:r of Civilization'1 

11~ Y'lr~r~br)rs of Ot . Lou· ,3 Bynphony-7 lst Yw1r 
Floating City ''On.! t . o: ~ueens 11-Har::-y G:r~!.ttidgP 
Folk Lo:rP ArounJ the \iorld \im. Clauson 
Ednnrd VVeoku- Ed . of Atlantic Honthl:r 
Rooert Jo~fery Ballett 

Hav Dav '.:'her11e wao Dutch in 1l'mo:r o: 1::rs . l~a:rkern 
Cn.i endrtr ' s 
Sal·1d D:ressint-; 
Coolr BooktJ 
Z"tching ,y£ Cl1.b H(Juse 
Ea.Rt0:: l.Jinner 

l ~ t 1 ~8,27,2 . 00 177 renta s .. o :1. q 



~ .• Anecdot s s 

Pr 0 ~ 1 c1 ~ p t ! · 

HrH . Geo!'GP H. \/lit ter s 

Mity Day: 8 du.y old Grandson '1Tor:i Uu.tt e:-r> Atnend'' prP. ~:; Pnt t o 
Glub and h is Grandwother for f:.T S 't ti ~::e bjr A l1!l \,' 1;.t-t,..,..r ,u .1 end . 
Over 1 , 000 nerf.Je r s i n tP.:lrs ! 

B . Art exhl.bit lr1n ( " lll'Cha s e nr i z e ) . 

c. Buil ding 

D. Community 

E .. Dues 
I 

200 , 00 Art Scholn~· ship-:-.Oth AnniverB<try o:: .Art Exh~bi tion -- f/Pi"-:f-
..:.:.? § tJ, ()-0 _ ~; .,.__t_ ~ a~ -

( add itll"ln S , r- emn t1e 1. ' ng ) 
Pain~ing and Rep;~ir- Chn.ndiliP.:r i n l;Itrlor 
Chairs iE Pr·~s. Din i n g ro1>u - re- {;l11t~ci 
Plaster- i n O rt:·< ~n L0: t re-done and O!'gn.n pipe ~:: cle:tnec: 
!·r m-:- Roof bv H euwun 1 s . 
Bo i ler - cor'lb gas ·:.nd o il b i ds--SG: , 33t:. 
Ln.pel 1iike for 6 t age 
service 

Raise frora Sl5 . t u 2() . Hes i den t J11r . ll ·~wbers $1. t o 2 .- Dur~s 
Club pays 62~o o: club running eX~)•:n~.H~s . 

F. F ood s ervi c e Sal; ~ Dre AHing 

G. Gifts 

H. Qoal s 

Home Hnde l~inc.~rnen. Itl pre j•~c t - n·~ed a_pplr~s and :: r uit j <· T:"! 
Bought 10 ·table cloths and 

Estn.blinhed '1Y'u t ure Ple.nni nc Cm!lr'l i tt.~e'1 

I ~·-rt~Gtign. ~ e Parl:ing ~)o s si oi li t i es 

' t. 



1957- 5E - . -
I. Historic~] RVonts ',ia-: ters 

J. Memhershio (no .) 

to , 20 . OC !1P. : ... t ' lt> nT - ( ~ 

K. Prngrams ( VIPs) Borin Golcio sk']-PiP.nh:t 
Dorothy Dr·t~)Pr-Dero!'at '):!':' 

L. Pro,iects 

M. Rentals 

. ~ 

Riclw.~d Armotir -Gn tiri :~-: 
DFicl: Coob~-Fm ' S F.ep,> :: tf":"' 
Llord::; Pu~)}>P t s 
John !!A.GOll 3!'0'1/11 11 St~ t~illC Thing:~ '1 

. ROf?;Pr \7iJliar'ls Piftnis t -Local boy (Lm>iB \lt~Prtz) 2·::r~!illir>n 
Anti quP S11m7 b:r Club I!!PI!!Df~!'G-d~PRS ,~d ::.!' o :f.d :r.811iO!'Pci copiPs 0"!: 
dr·~q~Ps '?.nd hPl d o~1 a f:rid·l.:'. 11 A""..ltUI1!1 Lt,.n.ves 11 

3!'id.:~"~ Pa:"'ty 
S"':~,tionery 

Cool~ Br>c)k.s 
Salpd DrF>s,:;inG 
lhy Day 

S·1.lvn-:.irm Arrw P.ent J~udi to~iurn :o:"' 2 d<-:'13 tl2~i . 
Lost l~ rPnt!'..l~ -:o !T(n th Figh-c11tting r,,.nt·tln L-1 !:alf--20~) at 
$7) ~)51 . 50 

N. Scholarshins 
See 11 3 11 

o. Miscellaneous 

NeP Yo::r}· Lm;ry~:s ?or1:3y-:he, l.r::G >VPrll c: f,,.-czer-l,t-cer Olfuent 
Will to leave Sc ;·ll)larBhil> to Club fo!' De::.-uc::vilW Gi:r-ls in 
our Cit~r-r,:.: . to Ex. Bod. \ial-c er ._,,;>::_, l"J '·rote let'tr;>,.. t '> 
thera- evidentl.y c.!.ecid.~d no t -co . ., 
SchJlarship in l~a~:1 -;o hl>Osev ~::... t in 11er:~ory n: I::rs . \l. l~a~rna,...d 

in ~u.t . ,)f ~.21. 00. 

50 ne\7 
Ladies 
One of 

hos-:es:3 b;:.ciges used by Ho l3])i t1tli ty purcl: a:>ed a: . 10 ea . 
'';"orri ed u.bou"t bldg . lJ1~in~; e11p":.j' \7hi lP Be:q;s on VI!.C . 
worl:tnen fror!' iloon·~ :nay in it rhi lH -v1v--:r <~::.·p e; >nc . 



Cl ub Yarw : Prf:ls ! dent : 

A. Anecdotos 
l~r~:>. \/ttl~·".,.. Sel\-y 

I 
Life llemoe!" ·;hfp fl1'1ct:rd~d t ,) l:rs . Joel Griffit:l~>-n ue'. uc:>!" :3 incr~ 19m: 

, Cost· $1~50,000 to ~$500 , 000 to l'Pplace.hld~; t!.t tor~n:r ' :.3 rn.t·~s. 

B. Art exh ihittnn ( nurchase nrize ) 
$260 t;,i ':en in AJ't JEx. al'n.r<is . 

t o p ·)pular U.'"'" rd . 
Pro,:. ancl J\.l1a t u:c e am~ ~?"..C . 

c. Building ( additions , remn ~ el 'ng ) 
2 1:o1 roe Tnbles, 3 31jct . :an:3, dr:tp":-i es <.>.net 1; ln.FG rCJrtim'.3 :o:· 
o:""ices. 23 t'!'hitr-> tn.b l·~ clothes, l~ew .i·~linc in bn:· •:-• P;:t a~e ·t 
R.nd '7<'.tPTpToo"" rralls . hoo: +ilr> B J' •:>1)nchred, j)l·1:t~d .:;il·.r·":."' t::-a:r. 
,.. Pp9.<i r of '>TiF.n1tal :rug i1~ recpt . ~1'1.11 . 

D. C o~muni ty serv ic e 
P.ep:rese1.ted 'l."': Gov. :..~ ecep~ion, 1T. :~. 
G::.>v . c..nd Conf . on S<t= •' t~r Leci sl~t tio1~ 

J)pv . . 

E. Dues 
$20 . reg 1l:u 'tnd .$3~) . llP'' '•IP!'lb·'rs mw ~ 2()() . Li:"r:> , 

. ~ 

F . I<,ood service 

G. Gifts 

u. Go 1.s 

In<>tt1ll·~d Rince EjectoT i n Y:ithr"n disl~ua.G)1t"J' 
2 mob:iee ca:rts in l:i ~h:1en. 

2 checks . llen . Gifts, bool-:3 in nP?'lOr'Y ')f Zell't \h.llac '" 
Jlr yds, pink tea. clo"';h to club by l~1· s. St~lv :r . 

'•. 

Comni tt~~~~ St"t ~o invP:~tigc.v ,, :)~1ila.nthTophic wC> :-1· , '"'P C''" t~ >. 
Scl;l)lt~rR}' i~) Funci or F r)1llHl.Pti m . 

/ ; 



f 

I. Historic~] Avent~ 

Ycvars : 

1958-59 

First Li tP.r:t ture Schol:crBhip t;i v.,n. 
Flatning FP.stival Leld 

J. Hembershio (nn.l 

K. Prngrams (VIPs) Fine Art:3 ':'rio 
Jud.;t-") Lu"th·(~r Youngdahl 
Anita. Colby 

L.· Projects 

M. Rentals 

Th' :r·1 Fer,..P :Oj •) rn 
Sh1>1:1 i Taci1i't, , ... na (JapanPse Dance.,..) 

Bri diS(~ Pa.r ty 
li,lai'li ng F~~~:;ti val 
Salad D:('e:3sing 
::i ncen·~a t 
Co->1: Bo >1: s 

Honpy and. 3t.::-!'a"V0r~rrv Jar.'l 1:>alP 
1 , 000 decl:l> cnrch, cl1Jb h011:3P on .front 

20~ rentals $9,23~.00 

Pr esident: 
Hrs . ~/al·t~:-· SPlvy 

N. Schoi\1rshins 
Fir :~t Li te:':''l +ure Gcho la?.'srip St~t 'l:P . -Ann EPrtl r>y 
A::.-t Sc}'ola:.-ship -.,inne:-- Arlett1~ G.; Pi e.31: i 

0 . Miscellaneous 

Both U.Jaounts $20Cl . each . 

GavP Christr'l'"' Stn.ff .t r> t 'tl au01mt ):" t' ;I..91L . 
EneinPP=G ~irensP .~id ~10 . 
I ~7'' r-,­CA • .q,o . ::u 
Gaf1>ty Bep . Box. ~39 . 3~:; 
P<U'}·int; u!1 old \e::;t Hi . c :-ounds. 
Chri s t 1r1:,_:3 co"~fee :·>:-:- J r . i:~~r!loerG 
Valentine !.;Jnr[l,,,>n for ne' r r p>J i ;)Prs 
Corsages . tu staff on of~~i Ct~~· G ciny . 



CJ ub Year : 
1959-60 

President : 

t\. . Anecdotes l.rs. H>bert D. Jacl:oon 

.. i,.c . lhrg J.:'et P1 1r Hi-li tt:s Cl·1b .tt. ... .,_ T:rt->tts. for J'!". !!Pr~b,::-G 
a .. oliday Ch1-l· T! ··s offt3e . 

B. t\.rt exhi bition ( nur chase nrize) 

c.;;50 for l r ): . and N. a~ure nizes fo'!" .~rt . E;co . l'..l'c.. $10 . :o,., 
l)Opulu.r award . 
Rule a chanbed : .,.o J'l D.l·. u:rtw. to COVt'r ?olk Count~r 

C. Buil ding ( ad0itions , remo ~ el •ng ) 

:noc:..." t:.tlCi front cnno.ph:r rc~nl.i .,..P.d . 
K·:trar· t an car:)et il. lJeetG ancl ..,~1erron.n :roorn:3 E'lHi .3t ' l.f "P. 
\indo .~ :-:.·ldPs on HP .... . 
Reccr-secl light in J .,.. .... Caller:· ·t ld dii.1I!lers 
1"' :..-....,,... ir .Audi t or.:.m:: 

D. C0~munity servic e 

E. Dues 

U .1:.. Dav-Gov. i1wi t·l.tion. Cl11b prt~f3t->nt c•d Flu.c o: L·1.xcrnbo1g 
"'i th nuj11e })1: te . 

F . Food service LargP- FrPeZP.r inGtalled 
Ice uaking . ,'chine 

G. Gifts 

H. Goals 

2 doz . c·tl'd table clo thea 
5 doz tea tCJ\ els 
20 la.rt;'~ .3.:. '"e cu.:rd t able ~3 
:re;)ai=c Gil ver C1)f:ee ,Jo t.:3 

Iov·:.. J3· < .. nch-U . .:;_ no . OO 
Xmac ~t . f iiot:~l of '200. 
Pie.,. :..:i ' o fTOlfl J en i P Pa:r}· Wi 11 
!r-. .; Ll•"._l u'·''~ yl3 .... .J..Jt, '.:'ea .:·.l'le Cl'>th (l.'1U 4 ST'l'~]le:.- l)llt]S 

P<1.1::1"" d. _< • • bi .. Vt~ ~P!'5 .... o ',etn. ,Jcho l ar:· l ip :111d 
s . i.Jlu ya. l' .... b.:. ~..1. b•- " '' !1anillat..J.c Blue ,..,l hlP ClrJ .... 1 &. nmne::':.' . 

_.,. J · (., >1, 1::/ ~,., vh i ' uunch L0rel !•>J' P:·es. Din. Ro •>r .. 
ns r'lerabl!lt ' to 1 rh.nce~.:. 1 .. Bm1P,lic"'; . 
.... ice '!\me \7ells ')ave Bun-; o~ Venu.>-:fl'nn Ital:r, 1 - , , ~'1-)'t 1 :1 
hP1' Oi~"';P .... 



Year s : 
1 (} t:. ' ) t', ,.... 
- -·· ~. - . .... 

I . B istoric~l e ve nts 
:-: ::. ~~, ~ ,_ i ~: ~ ,,:) r! s~ 1"'-' ~ ~ ::. :'7 , ~ ,: :t ~ : 
:;. ..,... ~, ... ., •.) _ .... ·- . .... ;.. "')fl("\ - . . - . ) -~ " .. "- ~ ~ \ ... . 

~ , .... ~ ... -~ f ' ,''• 
.. J L- \.) ..... . 

._;;;. ... .. . 

J . I'ie mb er s h i D ( n0 . 1 

. l ... .- . . -, - · , . 
; ·::· \.ol :: . ~~ (_): '. ·~~ . , ·: :; · - ... - J. .J - .. ... 

~:: l '-?"'i t j ··1 r~ J 1.1?1 :_' }1f:'IO l~ fu ;: 11 0:·; 

K . Prngr ams (VI? s) 

I , . Pr o .i e c t s 

M .. Ren t al s J . 6~-

N . Sc holarshiu s 

0 . Misc e l lane ous 

.. n! ,· · · ..,... ...... ,._ .. ri ~ 
"-uJi ·! ~ocY. ! :i~ ~ ' ~I· 
lie ~ ~"t c~Jl f'.J=tl, ~·: a. o}1 . J.I t~, ·ro ~(J r~ t~ ; :~ ) . 
';ial ·:,.;; ::- G 11~~ : i V<~l. 

~ !' . ?~8G~ I TI ~~a~l~y 

l~c:. ~:)h lUel :::.~1: & -~uclT. t?. :i :)a.ul -:.:a.r l i 1:r: ~ 'trin i~· ""r i o 

.2:ri clg c:: l)al·ti e s 
C:> o}: E'> •> '!-': :~ 
~ ':J.J:.d cl TP. :; 3 i Tif: 
Cn·~~cl.y 
t::~ :- cl·t~ ·uf~~ r:' 

...;~ ~,) r (~a :" 1) ') :':'ci 

T., t l'l '""' .. ...... 

Tren.sur St~2.e 
s~. 1~ ti nn~r·y 

.i~rt 3cl~ o l1J. :r- sh~.:IJ- ·\r:t; ~~ l i ne 'i;ilco ts ~200 . 
Li 't t~ J·;~~. u :r' A-C:t:rnl P~rks $ 200 . 

3~-c.:.· , ~ = nn Gd. oln.rsl: ~. p ::':'0 T!l lJ . l.: . t;) T>ol}: J ~)1mty 
::,Jq i c S ~l10lar s }-:i lJ ~: ~~ t '1}) 

D:rm:1 :~ C cho J.aT~.: I1 :i. p ~w t 1J:i>. 

Foocl a nd hmt al coBt s :!'H.i:? t~~i . 
? J, P ~~ t:- P :i):ro j ec;" t o JJ evr ·(o r 1: , ·t J ho r: '!' :r-~i n " 
!!er: GT <:.~~ ci ?ian o fu ::.1 Audit~):' iur'l ~?7 , 2~)0 . 
t:: t e ±m'7tl.Y in ~rt Gnl:Lery, !:> i ~;n ed ~ :/ E t=?n :r.-y Z G't t>in;.:r:ty 
Gto !' ~ ~'- Cl n.:r-}:e SunsoJ e Pic~no i~1 Helen :.;h ·~Tl~<m Hoou t 520. 
, . . ,, " •• · · ~ ~ ,..,,. ' t " } or.)O , •.. ·lc< .~ .. , ,.. c• 1 7 t-...__ c- .l J.J -: ..,_, .J ..J-'..J : . e ~ .i " ... ~ ) "- 1 .. _ v.,. 'i- · i ) . 



1960- 1961 
Diamond Anniversa ry Year 

75th Annive r sary 
Mrs . E . H. Bier man , Pres . 

A. Anecdotes , etc . 

Helen Holt 
S0urces Cited : 
Yearbook , Board 
Minutes , Club Minutes 
Scrapbook 

Summer 960 Board Minute s are full of plans fo r 
uo -coming 75th anniversar y \Board Minutes , 1960- 61 

B . Art exhibition (purchase pr i ze) 
Hel~ March l - 15 , 196 Yearbook, 1961- 62 n . 38 and p . 48 - 49 
Winner s : 
Professional class 

Non-Pnofessi r nal 
I

SO so 
25 

ISO 
50 
25 

Wendell Mohr 
Ruth Wi lkinson 
Lynn Stacey 
Edna Dahl 
Barbara Parsley 
Mary Conant 

C . Building ( additions, remodeling ) 
Rec e ssed lighting fixtures in the Byers Room to match 
t hose i n the Art Gallery 
Unholstered several n ieces of furniture Cl9 ~ 1 -62 Year book p . 39 

D. Community service (war wor k) 

E . Dues 
1959 - 60 15 Initiation LYearbook 1959 - 60 pag e at end of book 

$20 Due s 
Dues money r ece ived to Apr il 26 , 1961 $28 , 973 

ll96l - 62 Yearbook , p . 4~ 
Raised I n itiat ion fee to $20 <Board Mi nutes n . 61 & 

Club Mi nutes p . lS (3 - 8 - 1961)} 

F . Food service 
Serve d 9573 members and guests ( 19 61 - 62 Yearbook P . 39 
Miscellaneous meals brought in $8014 . 07 1961 - 62 Year book 
Raised p a y of wai tresses from $1 . 10 to $ 1 . 15 ner hour 

l l960 - 61 Board Minutes p . 28 

Recines were often included in t he Bulletins : 
caiiflower salad , French Creme Pie , Orange Kiss Me Cake 

0 ~ October 28 , 1960 , a Plantatirn Dinner was served : 
Pr ice , $2 . 50 Menu incluo e~ ham, chicken , and s almon 

The Price of the May Lumcheon was 

May Lun cheon open to membersonly , 

raised fr om $1 . 75 to $2 . 0~ 
' Board Mi nute s 1960 - 61 p . Su 

program oPen also t o guests 
Anril Bulletin n . l7 



G. Gifts 

Helen Holt 
1960 - 61 D. 2 

Cut glass candlesticks fr om Alice Tone Wells 
(1961 - 62 Yearbook n . 38 

H. Goals 
Sr urc e s i nd icate two goals : 

• To acquaint Club members and the community with the 
backgr ound and history of the Hoyt Sherman family a nd 
Hoyt Sherman Place , and especially with the history of 
the Des Moines Women' s Club and i ts associat on with 
Hoyt Sherman Place 
2 . To ~resent outstanding progr ams to commemorate the 
75 year history of the C. ub , and t o exemnlify the 
outstanding programs of n r eceding years 

I . Historical e vents 
Ce lebrat ing 75 years , all Bu lletins said : 

7Sth Anniversary 
Des Mo ines Women ' s CJub 

An exc e lJent h i story of the first 75 years was comniled 
and sent to all members of the Club and to many in the 
c ommunityl 
Cover : DES MOi t ES 

Inside : 

WOMEN'S CLUB 
1885- 1961 

The Des Moines Women ' s Club 
Takes Prid e 

I n Presenting Its Own 
Intr i guing and Fascinating Story 

IN COMMEMORATION 
of its 

SEVENTY*FIFTH ANNIVERSARY 
1 885- 1960 

Congratulator y telegrams fi l l t he Scr aubook . (All from 
Scranbook 

J . Membershin (no . ) 
1402 1961- 62 Yearbook , n . hl 

K. Progr ams ( VI Ps) 
1 . Ouening Tea , Oct . 5, 1960 . "Echoes of t he Gay Mineties " 
Mus ical orogram presented by the staff of Iowa State University 
2 . Chri stmas decor ations carried out the theme , "Diamond 
anniversary" 
1 . The big event of the year was the pre sentati on of 
Vincen t Pr ice on March 15 , 1961 , at 1 : 3~ P . M. 



K. Programs ( conte) 

Helen Holt 
1960- 61 p . 3 

'3 . He presented "Three Ame ric an Vc ices : ltlalt \-Jhitman , 
J ames A. McNiell Whi stler, and Tennessee Williams. " Scrapbook 
Attendance : 816 members , 314 guest s Club Minutes for 

March 13 , 1961) 

Vincent Price later wr ote a letter of thanks to Kathar ine 
Freel , urogram c hairman, Letter is in Scrapbook . 
Lt . Other exc ellent pr ogr ams fi lled the year 
5 . Husbands of me~bers allowed f or this one year with~ut 
ticket nunc h , l Club Minutes n . 3 ) 

L. Pr ojec ts _ 
l. Scholarship Ba aar Nov , 2 , 9 , 1 6 , 1960 ( Scranbook\ 
2 . Proj e cts also Included : Chr istmas Bridge luncheon , 
Suring narty , sales tables in the foyer . Members 
sold recine books , salad dressing, c andy and homemake 
strawberry jam . 515 jars of ,iam were made . Yearbook 1961 - 62 n . 39 
3 . Scholarshin Bazaar t ook in $ 1329 . 79 ( P . 7 Club Minutes \ 

$1522 . 50 
2317 

115 

I¥1 . Rentals 
Auditor ium 
H. S . ulace 
P . A. system 
Total 5839 . 50 1961- 62 Year b ook P . 93 \ 

N. Scholar shiPs 
c o 0y o f Rules and ApDJicat i on form in Scranbook 
Winners : L i terature Roberta Wells 

Art Diane Hummel 
Musi c Marilyn Jeffers 1961 - 62 Year book 

p . 40 and (C losed Music ScholarshiD) 
Club Minutes P . l9 

earl ier , 
Changes were made t o add a Speech 
Scholar ship , t o ho l d the c ontest one month 
and add st i nulation ScholarshiP were 1 ~o be 

IJ?oard 
used within 3 years 
Minutes , p , 61 - 62 & 70 

./ 

0 . Miscellansous 
1 . F J orence Myers Wallace , member s c f Des Moines Women ' s CJub , 
namedBPW Woman of the Year ScraPbook 
2 . Scrapbook c ontains colored P i c t ures o f all Committees , 

with member s i dent ified by name ; historical Pictures of 
Hoyt Sherman and his wife e tc . that appeared in DM 
Register & Tribune . Many glossies and several large 
snr eads from local newsna~er . 
r1nnthly c ommittees werelisted i n eac h Bulletin 
Bulletins also listed some Board actions 
Mr s . Fran , Gr e en , member for 71 years, had P ictures in R & T 



) 

1961 - 1962 
Mrs . Floyd Bur gess, Pres . 

A. Anecdotes 

Helen Holt 
Sources cited: Club 
Minutetes, Board Minute~ 
Yearbooks , Scranbook 

Mrs . Bu rgess t o l d fue Board she nad me t with visit ors from 
Des Moines ' sister city , Kof u , Jauan . She was u re s ent e d 
with a letter fr om the President o f the City of Kofu 
Federated Women ' s Club . Board Minutes p . l5 

B. Art exhibition (uurchas e orize) 
Art Exhibition opened March 7 , 1962 . Held till ) - 21 - 62 . 
There were 93 3ntries . J 962- 63 Yearbook P .4l 
Rules gov erning the entries were nublished in t he 
Januar y 1962 Club Bu lletin . 
Winner s : Professional Class 

Non - professio nal 

$50 
$50 
$50 
$50 

C . Build i ng (add i tions, remodeling ) 

Karl f.llattern 
Ann Br unk 
Edna Dahl 
Laurence Fairall 

New uain t in the Art Ga l l ery , Byers Room, and ma in stairway 
1962 - 63 Yearbook u . 17 

D. Community service (war wo rk) 
Basic c ourse i n Art ApPreci a tion , s ponsored by DEs Moines 
Women ' s Club , Junior League , and Adult Education Dent . of 
Des Moines Public School s . Ent it led : "Exulor ing 
the ~'lor d of Art . " Co st , $6 . 00 . Term, 10 weeks , 
September - December 1961 . Held on Thursday s at7 : )0 P . M. 
at Hoyt Sherman Scraubook 
Executive Committee vote d to be ~art of t his , summer 1961 

Board Minutes 

E . Dues 
Initiation fee raised t o $20 . 00 from added page at end o f 
Dues $20 . 00 1961 - 6 2 Yearb ook 
Rues received t o April 19 6 2 $28067 . 19 62 - 63 Yearbook o . h7 

Board voted t o transfer a l l accounts over $9000 t o a 
new account in Ca~itol City Bank o . 3) Board Minutes 

F . Food s e rvice 
Luncheo ns brou ght in $7968 . 1962- 6 ) Yearbook p . h2 
Miscellaneous meals '*69 . 1569 " p . 4 7 
Luncheons c ost $1 . 5 0 . 
Voted by Board to aut omatically make r eservations for 
all Board Members unless canceled Board Minutes p . l q 



G. Gifts 

Helen· Holt 
1961-62 D . 2 

Fr8 med oil landscaoe fr om t he estate of Mr . & Mr s . 
W. J . a ird 1962- 63 Yearbook p . 42 

H. Goal s 

I . Historical events 
1 . Visit from the mayor of Kofu , Jaoan , Des Mo i nes ' 
s i ster city (See A. Anecdotes) 
2 . death of Helen Sherman , daughter of Hoyt Sher man , 
July 14, 1961 , at South Kingston, Rhode Island. 
She wasborn in Des Moines , February 6 , 1873 . 
She had writ t en a best - sell er of t he 1920 ' s entitled 
THE LANE . She had also written a ser i es of children ' s 
book , inc lud ing the Letty Series and the Virgini a 
Series . Ob ituary is in Scraobook ( from Scrapbook 

J . Membershi o ( no . ) 
1355 From 1962- 63 Yearbook , u . 46 
83 membershiP auul i cations were accep ted 

K. Pr ograms (VIP 1 s) 
l. Harry Go l d en , uublisher of the Carolina Israelite 
and author of the best selJer ONLY I N AMERICA , editor 
publisher and uhilo sooher, auoeared No vember 15 , 1961 
at 1 : 30 P . M. His tou i c : "The Uniqueness of America . " 
Members uresent , 602 ; ulus 92 guests f r om Iowa , 
I ll inois , Missour i, Wi sconsin , Nebraska- - and Ger many . 

1961 - 19621Glub Minutes p . 5 
2 . February 9 , 1962 Ann Cameron oresented one of 
her fqmous Hat Shows fr om Scraubook 
3 . Febr uary 7 , 19 62 Don Bolt , c ommentato r , 
sooke on "Latin America , Powerful Unknown 

1961- 62 Yearbook o . 12 
4 . The theme of the May Day Luncheon was Rhapsody 
in Blue . " Sulie Har and , mus i cal dramatist from 
Chicago , uresented an all - Gershwin p rogram Scraubook 

L . Pr ojects 
Sold home made strawberry j am , Bower ' s candy , 
Hoyt Sherman noteoa~er , Mrs . Davids o n ' s c ookbook , 
Ernbling salad dress i ng 1962 - 63 Year book , P . 43 

Christmas Br idge luncheon , Valentine br i dge party 
and Suring ~arty als o brought i n money . 
Schol arshiu Bazaar , Novemb er 1 , 8 , an d 15 , 1961 , 
made $ 1641 . 35 

196 2 - 63 Yearbook , p . 47 



M. Rentals 
Auditorium $~070 

Helen Po lt 
1961- 62 p . 1 

Boyt Sherman 2174 . 50 \ 
Total "6214 . 50 ( 1962- 61 Yearbook 1J . 48) 

N. Scholarshins 
Bazaars were held on the Mezzanine Nov . l , R , 1 5 , 1q61 . 
Winners : Literature ~2~~ . Kathy Serrill 

Ar t $200 Davi~ Legg 
Music $200 MariJyn Jeffers 

Added : Closed Speech Scholarshin f o r a Drake student 
l Board Minutes P . 5i and 61 \ 

0 . Miscellaneous 
1 . Reci~es were again inc1udPd in Bulletins Scranbook 
2 . Board voted t o omit naming Co~ ttee members in 
Bul letins (Board Minutes n . 58 ) 

) . Theatre Outlook of Englandnr esented several 
~lays at Hoyt Sherman November 7 - 8 , 1961 , a nd 
extended this to 5 uerfor~ance s . A r epertory theatre 
snecializing in classics , 18th century to modern . 
(Note : Later they had s ome financial troubles . ) 

( Scraobook 

Snecial note : 
Un thr@~gSh this year , The Scraobooks were illustrated 
and embellished with watercolors by Euni ce tJ!eers . 
These Scraobooks are a lo vely heritage from her to 
the Club . Eunice Meers died De c . 21 , 1962 
Front i sniece , 1961 - 62 ; Watercolor 0f Hoyt Sherman Place . 
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1962- 1963 
Mrs . Char les Barlow , Pr es . 

Helen Ho l t 
Sources c i ted : Boar d 
Minutes , Clu b Minut es 
Ye ar books , Scranbook 

A. Ane cdot e s 
See 0 . Miscell aneou s 

B. Ar t exhibition ( purchas e ~rize ) 
55th Art Ex h i b i t i on was he l d Oc t . 
Printed p r ogr am i s i n Scraub ook 

31 - No ve . 14 , 1962 . 

Winners : 
Pr of essional c lass 

Non-~rofessional 

$50 . 00 Leon ard Good Dlub Mi nut es 
1962 - 63 P . 3 ) $50 . 00 Robert Friemark 

$50. 00 J ani c e Sho t we ll 
$50 . 00 Marilyn Le i ser owi tz 

Moved Art Bxhi b ition f r om Mar ch t o Oc t obe r ( Board Minut es 
Art Exhibition Ru l es & Regu l a tions p . 63 - 64) 

C . Build i ng (remo deling , addi t i ons) 
Wat e r pr oo f ing anc oointing up br i cks on nor th s i de . 
Hand rails i nstalled Board Minutes 1962- 63u . 18 ) 
$ 125 sryent on landsc ap i ng 11 P . 59 

D. Commun i ty serv ice (war wor k) 

E . Du e s 
( 1963- 64 Year book u . 4 6 ) 
( Boar d Minutes p.2) 

1962- 63 $27 , 5 89 
Raised 

F . Food service 
Luncheons s e r v ed 7785 ll963 - 64 Year book p . 4 2 \ 
Mone y r e c e i ved $8521 11 u . 63 - J 
Board moved member s ··ny s t uay f or lunc heon i f not 
canceled by Tue sday n oon . (Boar d Minute s p . 4 ) 

G. Gifts 

B 

3 Royal Copenhagen ulates , 2 fro~ Joseph s , 1 
Mrs . Leslie Forwy t h 
Pa int i ng by Euni ce Meers 
Br ass samov ar 11nd tray f r om Mr s . Lew i s Bo l ton 

H. Hi s t orical e ven t s 

J . Member shi p (no . ) 
1 138 1963 - 64 Yearbook p . 45 

fr om 

1963 - 64 Year book 
P . 41 ) 

There wer e over 70 who ha d b een 
Boar r Mi nutes u . 36 

member s 40 years o r mor e . 

99 new members (later r eac hed 
Member shi n limited to 1500 

100 ) 1 Board Minut e s 1962- 63 p . 50 t-.1 
'-. II p • 8 & 1) 



Helen Holt 
1962 - 63 p . 2 

K. Programs 

L . 

1 . Richard Armour Oct . 31 , 1962 1 : 30 P . M. 
Scholar and humorist . Ton ic 11Laughing at Ourselves " 
2 . Stewar t Alsop March 20 , 196) 
Nationally known columnist . Top ic "Looking Forward" 
(foreign and defense matters and domestic affairs ) 
3 . Local talent : Ries Tuttle and Frank f\Ulle r 

Projects 

43) 3 luncheon br i dge parties ( 1963 - 64 Yearbook , n . 
Sales tables in the foyer 
Sale of home c ooke d foods 

( Board Minutes P . Decided a new c ookbook was needed 

M. Rentals 
Auditorium 
Hoyt Sherman 
P . A. system 

$5430 
2170 

130 / 1963- 64 Yearbook P . 47 ) 

N. Scholarshi-o s 
Scholarshin Ba~aar Nov . 7, 1963 brought in $1660 . 53 

~963 -64 Yearbook n . 46 
Club Minutes p . 13 

Winners : Art Beverly Zacherle 
Literature Charlotte Gfel ler 
Music Marilyn Jeffers 
Drama Jane Carney 

Established a $200 Closed scholarshi n in Humanities 

46 

for a student at Grand View College Board Minutes p . 3~ 

0 . Miscel laneous 
Eunice Meers , keen e r and i llustr ator of the Scrapbook, 
died Dec . 21 , 1962. She had ~renared two months ' 
pages f or the 1962- 63 book . 

Newsnaper c l ipn ings of obituari es of membe r s are at 
end of Scrapbook . 

Committee members no longer l i sted in Bulletins each month . 



1963 - 1964 
Mrs . J . G. Far~er , Pres . 

a . Anecdotes 

B. Art exhibit~on (uurchase urize) 
5th Art Exhibition held Oct . 
Wlnners : Pr ofess ional class 

Non- ufofessional 

$50 
$50 
$25 
~sso 
$5') 
S25 

l fro Scraubook and p . 

c . Buildi.ng 
Interior and exrerior repairs 

D. Community service (vrar work) 

Helen Holt 
Sources cited : Board Min­
utes , Club Minutes , 
Yearbook , Scraubook 

November 4 , 1963 
Mary Gibbons Br own 
Lynn Stacey 
Karl Mattern 
Ted Stroud 
Gerald Lloyd 
Chaney Rosenbaum 
26 December Bulletin 

E . Dues 1 
~26 , 943 taken in t o Auril 22 , 1964 1964- 65 Yearbook p . 44 
Dues remained at ~20 dues , $20 initiati ~n 
f inance Committee r evision : Treasurer adred as member 
of Financ P Commi ttee (Board Mi nutes 196 3- 64 u . 37 - 38 ) 

F . Food service 
7858 meals served 
f 8020 .45 taken in 

Yearbook 1964- 65 ry . 40 

Price from $1 . 35 to ~1 . 50 f or luncheon and 
I Board ~inutes p . 14) $1 . 65 to $1 . 75 f or d inner 

G. Gifts 
Italian- made desk from Wilbur Gillette . The tlesk had 
been shinned to America by his aunt , Sonhia Stoddard Gillette . 
Antiquity vJ a s authenticated . l Board Minutes u . L1 5 

H. Goals 

I . Hi s t or ical events 

J . Membershiu (no . ) 
1311 l QSu- 65 Yearbook 

K. Programs {VIP 1 s ) 
1 . October 9 , 1963 at 7 :45 Meredith & Rini Wi llson 
uresented " An Hour ofMirth and Music . " Members were 
allot-Jed to bring one guest . 1304 attended Club J.V7 inutes 
2 . October 30 , 1963 Salmon Rizk uresented "America 
-- More than a Country . 
3 . December 4 , 1963 Des Moines Symuhnny under the 
direc t ion of Frank Noyes 
4 . Febr uary 5 , 1964 Anna Chennault "Women of Two vJorlds " 

604 members , 60 guests . Club Minutes P . 10 
S. March 13 , 1964 Helga Sandburg "Views from the 
~Bt:@ld l~•q;n;;g Studio " 

from Sc r aubook 



) 

L . ,.)ro ject s 

Helen Holt 
1963 - 64 p . 2 

Sc holarsh i) Bazaar Nov . 6 , 196.3 " General Stor e'' 
fr om Scr apbook anr. Oct . 196.3 Bullet i n ) 

Brand - new recipe book 
Two br i dge luncheons and sale of Embling salad 
dressing and candy ( 1964- 65 Year book , n . 42 -4~ 

M. Rentals 
Audi torium 
Hoyt Sherman 
l' . A. system 

N. Scholarshins 

$3500 
193 3. 50 

150 

fro~ 1964- 65 Yearb~ok n . 45J 

Ar t $200 Donald Gr odt 
Li ter atur e 200 Harriett Ellenbur ger 
Education $300 Mary Hag an ( Grand View College) 
Humanities 300 Diana Welch 11 

Music $ 300 Marilyn Jeffers ( Drake) 
Sneech 300 Demetria Stev ens " 

from 1963 - 64 club Minut es n . 15 
CB.l:mg e s in number o f judges ( n . 1 3 Board Mi nutes 196 3- 6LL ) 
Raised f our closed scholarshins to $300 ~ · 50 Board Minutes) 

0 . Miscellaneous 
Club Sc r apbook f or 196.3 - 64 has an Aut og ran h Al bum 
a t the end --nrograms autogranhed by sneaker or 
nresenter . 

Scr apbook is wel l illust rated wi t h color snanshots . 



1964- 65 

Helen Holt Sources cited : 
Club Minutes , Board Minute s , 
Scrapbook , Year books 

Mrs . Wendell Bishop , Pres . 

A. Anecdotes 

B. Ar t exhibition (uurchase urize) 
Held Oct . 21 - November 4 , 196u 
Winners : Professional class 

Non- ufofess i onal 

~50 Dimitri Krushow 
5') Ann Br unk 
25 Stanley Hess 

~50 Darlene Phillius 
50 Ann :::To vey 
25 Olga Zans 

~rom 106~ - 66 Yearbook p . 38) 

c . Builc ng (adcitions , remodeling) 
(?~~rVJ 

D. Community service (w ar work) 

E. Dues 
Same as l963 - 6h 
Total received t o Aori 1965 : $25 , 747 

F . Food SPrvice 
SPrved 6638 lunches 
Took in $8197 . 93 

G. Gifts 

p . 40 1965- 66 Yearbook 
o . LL4 " 1 

No gifts, but Italian desk was restored 
( o. 39 10.65- 66 Yearbook) 

H. Goals 

I . Historical events 
Retire~ent of Mar garet Mellor as Executive Secretary 

J . Membership (no . ) 
1249 D . u3 1965- 66 Yearbook 
$25 , 7h7 received in dues oaid 

K. Programs 
l . Oc tober 7 , 1964 , Opening Day . Bramwell Fletcher 
uresented a u r ogram : "Bramv.Iell Fletcher as GBS" at 1 : )') . 
369 members , 17 guests .uresent ~ · 1 Club Minutes , 1964- 65 



K. Programs 

l'e 1 e.I Holt 
1964- 65 D . 2 

2 . Oct . 21 , 1964 7 : 45 P . M. J . Fred Coots presented 
"Melodies and Memories : Hus ic f or the 1\/{illion$ 11 

He is composer of "Love Letter in the ~and ," "Santa 
Claus i§ Coming to Town" , and musical Sally , Irene, 
and Mar y . " from Scraubook 
3 . Jan . 27 , 1965 Dora Jane Hamblin , LIFE staff writer 
L. . Feb . 2L. , 1965 Bev erly Nichols "Laughter in an 
Engl ish Garden 11 

5 . Ma rch 19 , 1965 Al i ne Mosby "Renort fr om Eurone 1 s 
Cani tals " l All f r om Scr apbook and Bullet ins) 

L . Projects 
Scholarshin Bazaar , 11Wor l 1 s B'air" theme . Box lunches 
were available . 
Ot' er Proj ect s : Bridge narties , Lobby Shop . Sold 
salad dressing , candy , nuts , cookbooks . 

M. Rentals 
Auditorium 
Hoyt Sherman 
P . A. svstem 

N. Scholarshins 

$ 3690 
22L.l 

151 
( P . 45 1965- 66 Yearbook ) 

Art $200 J ean Mari e Jones 
Lit . 200 Diane Rogers 
Music 300 linda Sue Ferry 

Drama 300 Judith Eberline 
Humanit i es ~ 300 Roger Pullen 
Educati n 300 Mar y Jane Hagan 

( P . 40 1965- 66 Yearbook ) 



Gwen Faber 

1965 - 1966 SCRAP BOOK 

President Jan Grossman Marjorie Newsone, Program Chairman 

J 

1965 May Day: DUtch Theme 

L Parking Lot: 130 cards to be parked. Purchased 7 houses and one 
vacant lot. Goal: Finished by October 1, 1965 
Pictures of lots before and after. 

K Mayor and Mrs. Charles Iles had dinner at White House with President 
and Mrs. Lyndon Johnson, March 30, 1965. 

Bazar: "Autumn Carnival" Netted $1,830.59 

A Mrs. Anderson wrote to Princess Margaret asking for a hat. Declined -
Reply August 16, 1965. 

Memories written on last page of each monthly bulletin. 

K Programs: Govenor Hughes, Howard Taubman, Princess Rudivoravan of 
Siam. Taubman was critic for Performing Arts, New York Times, retired 
end of 1965. Senator Jack Miller: "Report from the Hill". 
John Mason Brown, Editor-at-Large of Saturday Review and a judge of the 
Book of the Month Club. 
Mrs. Edith Platzer: "The Continental Woman Today and Tomorrow," wife 
of Dr. Wilfried, Austriam Ambassador in the u. s. 
1966 May Day: "Daisy - Daisy." Luncheon $2. 00. 

1965 - 1966 YEAR BOOK 

A The authenticity of two Greek Amphorae and a Burial Urn was established 
by a letter describing the antiques. A standard was made for one of 
the Amphora or wine goblet (and a letter framed describing the antiques. 

G Italian desk being restored. 

Interior Decorations Recovered sofa on Mezzanine. 

N List of scholarships awarded on oage 41, also P• 5lo 

M 

Membership fee: $40.00 $20.00 initial fee; $20.00 dues. 

Young in Heart Committee - new this year. Purpose to give recognition 
to those who have been members 40 or more years. Ten members called 
each month to sit at special luncheon table. Introduced by President. 

1964 statistics: Membership beginning of year - 1,249. 
Average attendance - 399 
Attendance May Day '64 - 576 

B Winners in Annual Art Exhibition page 51. 
First prize: Dimitar Krustevo 

1965 - 1966 MINUTES 80th Year of Club 

Benefits for the Parking Lot held all during the year. 

$554.00 paid each month on Parking Lot Contract. 

Elmer Berg, Custodian, celebrated 20th year employed by the Club. 



President 

P. 16 

P. 18 

P. 22 

P. 25 

PP. 27, 
31,32 

1965 - 1966 BOARD MINUTES 

Jan Grossman 

Indebetedness on Parking Lot: $45,000. Payment to be $450.00 per 
month. 

June 16, 1965 - approved paying $11,000 for property at 673 - 15th St~ 
for last remaining property needed for Parking Lot. Box was placed in 
Club House where women could drop money for Parking Lot. 

June 25, 1965 - Executive Committee and Keck Inc. signed contract for 
Parking Lot. 

June 28, 1965 - Jan Grossman picked up all contracts and recorded all 
deeds at the Court House on 7 properties and made application for tax 
exemption for the coming year. Glenn Wallace holds tax certificates on 
the vacant lot. 

Information on parking lot contributions, expenses and sale of furniture 
left in houses. 

Report of Parking Lot Treasurer 

Changes in contract for the Parking Lot. 

Parking Lot contributions, etc., continued. 

Parking Lot Committee used a Thermometer in Lobby as encouragement in 
raising money. 

PP. 36, SO, 44, 46, -- Parking Lot Treasurer's report 

P. 51 

P. 54 

Borrowed $51,000@ 5~% interest from Iowa Des Moines National Bank. 

Mrs. Mineck released from the appointment as Treasurer of the Parking 
Lot Fund. Account to be handled through the General Office at the 
suggestion of our attorney, Allen Herrick. 

P. 54 Full accounting of Parking Lot Fund. 

Bazaar cleared $2,060.02 

Luncheon price raised from $1.00 to $1.25. 

K Has Reveen, Hypnotist, for a week in auditorium. Netted $1,045.00 for 
the Club. 

107 new members joined to date. 

Luncheons cost raised from $1.25 to $1.75. 



Gwen Faber 

1966 - 1967 SCRAP BOOK 

President Ruth Braucht 
(Picture of Ruth Braucht as "Dolly"' ) 
Also picture of Ruth's ride in "Victoria" in New York. She drove. 

I Amateur Review, October 27th. Fund Raiser - "What ~lakes Uncle 
Sammy Tick?" written by Kathryn Love. 

Bazaar Committee gave to Scholarship Fund $2,086.20. 

K Evelyn Lincoln, Personnel Secretary to John F. Kennedy, "My Twelve 
Years with John F. Kennedy." 

Robert Q. Lewis, "Through My Horn Rims," May Day - Garden Party. 

September 26, 1966 - Parking Lot finished for about a year and now the 
the powers that be wanted to put in Urban Renewal! 

1966 Woodcut print presented by Public Library to Women's Club in honor 
ofi: their Centennial. 

1966 - 1967 YEAR BOOK 

President Ruth Braucht 

K October 19th - Paul Engle "Poetry and People." He was director, pro­
gram in creative writing, University of Iowa. 

Robert Q. Lewis was noted for stage, radio, TV, night clubs and movies. 

J 65-66 membership - beginning of year - 1206 P.42 

B Art Exhibition - P. 51 

N Scholarships - P. 51 

E Initial Fee - $20.00 Dues - $20.00 P. 59. 

1966 - 1967 REGULAR MINUTES 

G Two Chinese vases given by Mrs. Robert Colflesh and Mr. Carl Waterbury 
in memory of their mother, Mrs. F. c. Waterbury. 

17th Century desk made in Italy brought to this country by Mrs. Sophia 
Stoddard Gillette, a charter member of the Club. Given by her heirs. 
Has been refinished and displayed on the Mezzanine. 

Jan Grossman gave an engr~ved brass tray. 

Benefit Bridge parties for Parking Lot held in October, November, 
January, February and March. 

Picture of the month continued to be displayed at the east end of the 
foyer. 



P. 9 

P. 13 

1966 - 1967 BOARD MINUTES 

Report on Parking Lot account at close of 1965-66 year. 

Report on Parking Lot special receipts. 

May Day ticket price raised to $2.25. 

Opinion from Allen Herrick, attorney, that "If parking lot is l eased 
or otherwise used for profit, it is subject to taxation." Opi nion 
filed with Executive Secretaryo 

Reports for Officers9 Day were mimeographed, handed to members at the 
door of auditorium. 

Home Talent Show tickets sold for $1.00 each. Profit - $849.70. 

Filled nylon mesh bags for Vietnam servicemen t hr ough the Red Cross . 
Women donated either articles or money. 

Marie Burgett held classes in making porcelain flowers from bread, 
face cream and lemon juice. The method was taught to her in Venezula. 
Profit - $335.29. 71 persons were enrolled. 

Elmer Berg resignation accepted as of October 30th. 

50 applications were made for Club membership. 

Parking Lot Relocation - originally held 116 cars- 15th Street widened 
and our lot relocated on west side of 15th Street. Holds 130 cars. 

79 New members. 



Gwen Faber 

1967 - 1968 SCRAP BOOK 

President Harriet Friedman 

May Day - "Garden Party" 

May 4th - Daisy Ankeny Green died at 100 years old. 

K Program - Hugh Sidey, native of Greenfield, Iowa • Also deputy Bureau 
Chi~f for-Time Magazine and White House Corresoondent. Oct. 1967. 

Bill Wagner was morning speaker and evidently was very late, according 
to a note he wrote to Mildred Vawter, Chairman. Win Bruner filled in 
with a review of Broadway Plays. 

Christmas Bridge Party - tickets $1.50 each. 

Bazaar - ~'Christmas Village@ 

K Judge Ray Harrison spoke on "Court Honor Cases." 

Jeannette Eyerly, Des Moines author, on program. 

Euell Gibbons, Naturalist, author, lecturer, spoke on ''A Wild Way to 
Feast." He was also Nature Editor of "Organic Gardening and Fanning." 

Edith Webber and Marjorie Herrick gave book reviews. 

May Day Highlight - Perle Mesta, First u. s. Minister to Luxemburg 
(1949-55), internally famed hostess and world traveler, "the hostess 
with the mostess J" spoke on "Around the World with Perle Mesta." 

She was also of "Call Me Madame" fame by Irving Berlin and played by 
Ethel Merman. 

1967 - 1968 YEAR BOOK 

59th Art Exhibi~, Oct. 22, 1966. 74 paintings exhibited. 

G Three new gifts displayed - Rosewood desk on Mezzanine, marble bust . 
and pedestal in stairwell, hand painted vase in dining room. 

Bazaar - Profit - $2,086.20 

P. 39 Insurance 

P. 43 Membership end of 1966-67 - 1,188. 

Dues - $20.00 initial fee - $25.00 dues. 

P.46 Bank balance: $67,083.49. 

1967 - 1968 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

K Hugh Sidey spoke on "A Day With President Johnsono" 

Bazaar Profit - $3,367.38 

Complete Parking Lot report posted on Bulletin Board. 

1967 - 1968 BOARD MINUTES 

M Rentals for Coffees and Teas raised from 15¢ per person to 25c. A 
minimum charge for luncheons was set at $2.50; for dinners $3.00. 
Garden Club rental remained at $85.00. 
A coke dispenser was installed in the basement. 

G Gift of an antique French Tapestry given by Mr. Larry Smith in memory 
of his wife, Nina. 



President 

PP~ 6 & 7 

P. 20 

1967 - 1968 BOARD MINUTES, Continued 

Harriet Friedman 

Antique and Hobby Show held April 4th and 5th. Tickets, $1.00. 

Lessie Garrett hired as Catering Manager @ $250.00 per month, September 
1st to July 1st. 

Salaries and hourly wages listed. 

People attending a conference at First Methodist Church were granted 
permission to use our parking lot. 

Life Memberships were given to Miriam Elliott, Edith Davison and Lucy 
Wisdom, three faithful staff members. 

Coffee given at Hoyt Sherman Place for members of the Des Moines Jupior 
Women's Club. 

May Day luncheon tickets, $2.25. 

G Book for our Library given by Equitable Life Insurance Company: 
;;F-~~t of a Prairie" by George Sexton Pease. 
r'o.:tn a. rvl) 

P. 59 & 
pJs 

P. 97 

President appointed a Service Committee to operate the C~eck Room from 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. An appropriate sign and dish for tips was 
suggested. 

Mrs. Betty Hitchcock was hired as Assistant Executive Secretary at a 
salary of $300 per month plus $5.00 for each evening worked, overtime 
not to exceed $50 per month. 

It was requested that all publicity to Register and Tribune was to go 
to the paper directly from Club Office. P. 81 - January - Club news 
being curtailed. 

Amounts of Christmas gifts to employees listed. 

Complete report on total Parking Lot cost ($97,180.25). 
Total amount still owed as of Dec. 1967: $43,199.99. 

Betty Hitchcock resigned May 1, 1968. 

Resident members (2/26/68): 975; non resident 71, Jonorary Life 
members 3 and 1 new Life Member for a total of 47 Life Members and 2 
young active members; 64 new members for a total of 1159 voting 
members. 



Gwen Faber 

1968 - 1969 SCRAP BOOK 

President Janyce Meadows 

Flaming Festival October 8 and 9. 

November 6th - Scholarship-Parking Lot-Building Bazaar held. 

K Program - "Hlavcek Report" - outstanding news programs in the Middle­
west. KMTV - Omaha. Also see Year Book, P. 10. 

Beatrice Chesebrought - Scenes fran "I Remember Mama". Also January 
Bulletin, P. 10. She was a Club member. 

January Bulletin, P. 27 - Repaired sound system courtesy of Bea 
Anderson. 

K Dwight Kirch, Director of Des Moines Ar·t Center - Feb. Bulletin P. 8. 

P. 55 

P. 55 

Clarence and Mildred Pickard- Stint with~eace Corps in India. 
(Later of Ragbrai Ride Across Iowa Fame) Feb. Bulletin P.20/ 

Program by Sylpha Snook -March Bulletin P. 15. 

Phyllis Brinkly, "American Humorist." April Bulletin P. 21/ 

May Day Luncheon - $2.50. 

Miriam Elliott, Esecutive Secretary, retired April '69. 

New Executive Secretary, Betty Calhoun, Assistant, Madeline Wright. 

Catering Manager - Lessie Garrett. 

May Day - "Apple Blossan Time." 

Price of Luncheons - raised to $1.35. 

New Cookbooks printed. 

1968 - 1969 YEAR BOOK 

Total membership- 1,170. 

Balance in Scholarship Fund 4/24/ 68: $9,942.22. 

Winners in Annual Art Exhibition. 

Scholarship Awards. 

1968 - 1969 REGULAR MINUTES 

Flaming Festival, October 8 and 9 brought in $1,400.00. 

Smorgasbord held December 11th. 

Bazaar proceeds from previous year - $4,065.16. 

Containers placed on luncheon tables at Wednesday noon luncheons for 
contributions to Parking Lot Fund. From first of year to February 26, 
1969, $9lo07 received in Check Room and $255.13 from table containers. 



1968 - 1969 BOARD MINUTES 

President Janyce Meadows 

P. 3-4 Raised salary of Executive Secretary to $350.00 per month and hired 
a new Assistant Executive Secretary, Madelyn Wright) at $300 per month 
for 12 months with 2 weeks vacation. 

Raised Lessie Garrett's (Catering Manager) salary to $315.00. 

P. 5 Raised each Scholarship $100- to $300.00 

Indoor-Outdoor Carpeting installed at auditorium door. 

Price of May Day tickets - $2.50. "Apple Blossom Time." 

Club Plate - 10 inch - drawing of Club House. 

Bazaar money for "Scholarship-Parking Lot-Building Bazaar." 

G Gift of a sterling silver candelabra from Janyce Meadows. 

P . 58 

Bea Anderson gave new microphone for auditorium and dining roam. 

Raised luncheon fee from $1.35 to $1.50 beginning January 1, 1969 due 
to raise in wage of waitresses. 

Letter of resignation from Miriam Elliott January 8, 1969 due to health. 

Parking Lot refinanced - Monthly payment - $300 with interest @ 7% with 
right to pay on principal at any time. 

Betty Calhoun hired @ $375 per month as Executive Secretary to replace 
Miriam Elliott. 

Change in Nominating Committee procedure. 



President 

K 

P. 13 

P. 41 

P. 42 

P. 43 

P. 44 

P. 45 

P. 46 

P. 48 

Gwen Faber 

1969 - 1970 SCRAP BOOK 

Corene Williams 

Earl Wilson, most widely syndicated newspaper columnist in America. 

Governor and Mrs. Robert D. Ray. (Mrs. Ray was interviewed on the 
Governor's Mansion.) 

Dr. Kirby Shiffler, Doctor, native of Des Moines, showed and dis 
cussed his extensive Lalique Collection. 

Flaming Festival - Tickets $1.50. 

Bazaar - Anabel~e Wonders, Chairman. 

Displayed a different picture each month at the east end of the 
foyer - November, Mary Gladys Conant, artist. 

May Day Party Luncheon - $2.50. 

1969 - 1970 YEAR BOCK 

Hane and Science Department - " An Adventure in Gourmet Foods." 
Appetizers, Breads, Coffee, Desserts, Fondues, Meats, Salads and 
Vegetables. Held 11: 00 to 2: 00. Open to the public. Admission $1.00. 

Art possessions insured for $53,365. 

Christmas Bazaar - profit $4,065.16 

Lobby Shop - Total Receipts $2,560.45 
Disbursements 3,821.86 

Due to cost of plates and new cook books 

Indebtedness 1,261.41 

Parking Lot - Payments beginning April 1, 1969 $300 per month. 

Flaming Festival, October 8 and 9 

Receipts $1500; expenses $500; profit $1000. Tickets $1.00. 

Scholarships - 6 given@ $300 each, total of $1,800.00. 

Total membership - 1,071. Average attendance 355. 

May Day attendance - 1,098 including guests. 

Annual Art Exhibition winners listed on PP• SS-56. 

New members initial fee $20; Dues $25.00. 

1969 - 1970 REGULAR MINUTES 

Flaming Festival held October 20, 21 and 22. Result : $2,666.98. 

Bazaar held November 5th - Result $3,870.50. 

G Chair in office given by Mr. and Mrs. DePuy. 

Mrs. Robert L. Anderson presented curtains and bouquet for upstairs 
powder room. 

Hawley Organ needs repairs. President will ·contact Hawley Foundation 
for help. Mrs. Henry Hawley gave organ in memory of her huband 32 
years ago. Hawley Foundation responded by doing the repairs at a 
cost of $2,523.50. 



1969 - 1970 REGULAR MINUTES, Continued 

G 

P. 13 

Repairs to sound system in auditorium given by Rose Lorenz Schwartzo 
Mrso Anderson paid for sound system in dining room to be checked. 

A young law student and his wife occupied apartment in Hoyt Sherman 
Place. Furniture and other household items given by Club members. 

Parking Lot relocation to west side of 15th Street. Due to re­
financing city paid $7,100 ·to make up for additional interest the 
new loan necessitatedo 

1969 - 1970 BOARD MINUTES 

Bylaws printed ~eparately from Year Book. Bylaws have salmon colored 
cover. 1000 books were printed. 

Membership Committee recommended that gold cards be issued to 50 
year members and silver cards for life members. 

P. 7 & 17 Recommended a Projects Planning Committee be names to coordinate the 
money making projects. 

PP. 23, 29, 46, 52, 65 -- Parking Lot negotiations: While Parking Lot was being 
redone Committee negotiated with City to up-grade Women's Club 
property by removing retaining walls and gates at 15th and 16th 
and Woodland and bring concrete work to the building up to standard. 

Po 75 85 new members as of January 7, 1970. 

PP. 81, 82 Raised dues $10.00 to Dues $35o00 and initial fee $20oOO. 



Helen Holt 
Sources cited : Club 
and Board Minutes , 
Yearbooks , Scranbook 

1975- 76 
Pres i dent : Mrs . Lawrence Dutche r 

A. Anecdotes 

B. Art exhibition ( nurchase nrize ) 
Winners : Profess i onal class : 

Non- professional 

$60 Lesl ie Becker 
40 Tom Rosborough 

$35 Mary Ann Carney 
15 J od y Flammang 

p .45 
1976- 77 

Yearbook) 

C. Building (additir ns , remodeling ) 
Interior decor ating , l adies ' re s t room ; fl oor 
refinished in Byers Room. Presidents ' Dining Room : 
woll naner and new curt~ ins . (D . 43 1976- 77 Yearbook 
New bathroom instal led downst airs ( n . l9 Board Minute s 
GHan Znerold apor aised A.rt tresaures ly · 23 11 

197S- 76 ) 

D. Community s ervice (vrar work) 

E . Dues 
~35 
<!s20 

Clue s 
Anol iciation or initiation l f ound 

Money r ece ived : $28 , 752 current year 
2070 subsequent year 

F . Food service 

on back page of 
Yearbook ) 

~976 -77 Yearboo~ 
p . 39 ) 

Total i ncome $24 , 842 \ n · 
Club luncheons 16, 886 
Hol i day Lumch cos t $3 . 00 

40 1976-77 Yearbook) 
II 

Scranbook 

G. Gifts 

B. Goals 

I . Historical events 

J . Membershin (no . ) 
910 p . 38 1976- 77 Year book 
$5. 00 t o be g iven t o member s br inging in new 

members (P· 47 1975-76 Board Minutes 

K. Pr ogr ams (VIP 1 s) 
1 . No vember 19 , 1975 Dr . Stuart Straever , Professor of 
Arc heology , Northweste rn University , pr esented "Early 
Man in the Midwest " 
2 . Jan . 7 , 1976 Howard Myer s and Lucia Perrigo 
nr esented "Magnificent World of t he Mounta in King " 
3. March 21 , 1976 Literat ure Dent . nresented 
"Hi storic Moment s -- a Bic entennial Salute t o Our Country 
4 . Apri l 21 , 1976 Estelle Sinclaire Farrqr p re sented ~~) 
''Heyday of American Fine Glass " o .., . . -

) 



L . Projects 
Bazaar 
Antioue 

November 12 , 1'3 , 1975 t ... n . 
and Collectors Show Feb . 

ln. 
Snecial nrojects r a i sed $7451 
Bazaar r aised 6169 lP· 

He~n Holt 
1975- 76 p . 2 

10 l S75- 76 Yearbook ' 
20 - 22 , l q76 
l ? 1975- 76 Yearbook ) 

39 1976- 77 Yearbook) 

M. Rentals 
Auditorium 
Hoyt Sherman 
1 otal 

$15 , 632 
1146 . 50 

$1 6 , 778 , 50 L D . 39 1976- 77 Year book) 

N. Scholarshins 
Art 
Drma 
T.Ji terature 
Mus i c 

0 . Miscellaneous 

~500 Barbara Sink (Roosevelt) 
500 Michelle Hensley (Roosevelt) 
500 Vic toria Larson (Valley) 
500 Edwar d Pagl i a i (Hoover) 

45 1976 - 77 Yearbook) 

Bi -C entennial Revue hetd Octbber 31 and November l . 
Onen to the pubJ ic l n . 10 1975- 76 Year book ) 

Revized Ly- Laws and Standing Rules l p . 2l 1975 -76 
Boar d Minutes ) 

Church nainting annraised a t $90 , 000 
L p . u.s and s2 ) 

Board Minutes 



1976- 77 
Pres i dent : Mrs . Howar d Taylor 

Helen Ho lt 
Source s cited : Club 
and Board Hinutes , 
Scrapbook , Yearbooks 

A. Anecdotes 

B . A~t exhi b ition (purchase urize) 
Wi nner s : Profession~l class $60 

40 
$ .35 

Dennis Adams 
Eleanor Bauer 
John Marshek Non-ufofesslcnal 

15 Mar y Tallman 
1977 - 78 Yearbook p . 90 

C . Building ( addit i ons , remodel ing) 
Brick t errace reuaired ; wal l s na i nted in Byers Room , 
Art GaJlery , and Mirr or Room . Stained glass window 
r e - hung in Byers Room 

D. c ~mmunity service (war work) 

E . Dues 
S31535 

1 325 
$32860 

current year 
Subsequent year 
total l l 977 - 78 Yearbook p . 39 J 

Back of 1976- 77 Yearbook : Dues $40 
APPlication 20 

F . Food service 

Gifts 

Total ~nc ome $25480 
Club luncheons 17590 1977 - 78 Yearbook P . 41 

Four ~aintings accepted fr om the will of Mrs . Raymess 
1977 Board Minutes n . 12 

H. Goals 

I . Histori cal events 
Moved and carried to order 1000 Centennial Booklets written 
by Kathryn Love in honor of the l OOth anniversaw 
of Hoyt Sherman Place 

J . Membership (no . ) 
925 1977 - 78 Yearbook p . 38 



Helen Holt 
1976- 77 p . 2 

K. PrQgrams 
1 . October 21) , 1976 Joy Hodges uresented " An Hour of J oy" 
2 . Febr uary 2 , 1977 Michael Muruhy reulaced Jean 
Michel Cousteau and uresented " Pr ojec t Ocean Search" 
3 . Luc ia Perrigo and Howdee Myers presente d " Shadow 
of Splendor " 

a ll f r om Scraubook 

L . 1 Pr ojects 
Flaming Festival Oct . 26 - 27 , 1976 1976 - 77 Yearbook u . 10 - 12 

Bazaar November 6 , 1976 
Antique and Collectors Show Feb . 25 - 27 , 1Q77 
Sp ecial Pr ojects b ,·ought in $13 , 391 
Bazaar brought in 5 , 462 

1977 - 78 Yearbook, u . 39) 

M. Rentals 
v $ 19 , 538 

Rental on 
for Civic 

N. Scholarshius 
Art 
Drama 
Literature 
Mus ic 

19 77 - 78 Yearbook u . 39 
Aud itorium rais ed from $350 to $400 
Musi c and Des Mo i nes Synphony 

$500 
400 
Snl 
soo 

Kev in Seiberling 
Michel le Maynard 
Paul Ginkel 
Bruce Brubaker 

(S . E . Polk) 
(Saylorville) 
(Valley) 
(Hoover ) 

Riddell Scholar s h i p $800 to Claudia Morr issey 
1977 - 78 Yearbook u . 90 - 9l 

0. Miscellaneous 
Scraobook contains o ictures of BiC entennial Parade 

Historian ' s reuort i s in Scrabbook 

Board Minutes of November 17 , 19 
Heritag e Fund 

g ive status of 



Helen Holt 
Sources cited: Club 
and Board Minutes , 
Scraub ook , Yearbooks 

1977 - 78 
President : Mrs . Ver n Killion 

A. Anecdotes 

B . Art ex hibition (uurc hase ur ize) 
Professional c las s : Willis St . Geor ge $60 

Clarence Nelson 40 
Non- uf ofessional Bertha Jones 60 

Charlotte Mc Coneghey uO 
1 1978- 79 Yearbook u . 90 

C. Buildings ( additions , remedling) 

C . Community service 

/ 

Art clas ses , J anuary 19 - 21 , 1978 . Cost, per day . 
Teacher , I n g a Chase 

E . Dues 
current year 
s ubsequent year 

Club Minutes Jan . 4 , 1978) 

$.30 , 415 
5,597 

$36 , 012 total Ll 9 78 - 79 Yearbook u . 40 ) 

Back of yearb ook : Dues $40 
Aoulication 20 

Aoril 12 , 1978 Board Minutes : Board recommen0ed 
raising dues to $50 . 00 

F . Food service 
~otaJ i nc ome 
Cl ub luncheons 

$_31 , 943 
18 , 511 1978- 79 Yearb ook o . 42 

Board moved raising luncheons fro m $3 . 25 to ~3 , 5~ 

G. Gifts 

H. Goals 

I . Historical events 
Held a Centennial Festi~al , celebr ating one hundred 
years of Hoyt Sherman Home . Held October 26 - 30 , 197 7 . 
Ouen to the uublic . The first day was Old - Fashioned 
Day and members were aonrooriately dressed . 
There were Seminars on auilting, uatchwork , caning , etc . 
Also a Quilt Show wa s featured. 

November 13 , 1977 Ouen House at Hoyt Sherman . 
Admi ssion 50¢. In recognition of ulacement of 
Hoyt Sherman House on National Historic Regi ster 

from Nov . 2 , 1977 Board Minutes 
and Scrapbook 



J . ~embershiu (no . ) 

Helen Holt 
1977- 78 p . 2 

871 1978- 79 Yearbook u . 39 

K. Pro~rams (VIP ' s ) 
1. Vera and Henr y Bradshaw pr esented "Travel in Poland" 
2 . Muriel Bach uortrayed the l ives of six well ­
known women 
) . Ron Cook nresented "The Benefits t o Mankind 
of Space Tr avel" 
4 . Jeremy Coouer of Sotheby ' s p re sented " Inside t he 
London Ant i oue Mar ket " 

all fr om Scraobook 

l. Projects 
Specia l uro.iect s b r ougl-it in $9 39h . 00 1078- 79 Year book n . 40 
Bazaar was held Novemhor 9 - JO , 1977 
Antioue and Collector s Show was changed to March31 
and Auri l 1 - 2 , 1978 ~1 . 50 admission 

M. Rent a ls 
Building t2292h 1978- 79 Yearbook p . hO 
Board moved raising rentals thus : 

From ~350 to ~375 for Civic Music 
From $350 to $400 fo r Des Moines Syrnnhony JUly 1, 1977 

Board Minutes 

N. Sc hol a r s h i1Js 

Art 
Drama 
Lit . 
Mus ic 
Olive 

~5oo 
500 
500 
500 

Ri ddell 

0 . Miscellaneous 

Christouher Harrison (Tech) 
Katherine MacKinnon 
Laur a Her man 
Kevi n Kar ant z 

Sc ho l ar sh i u $1000 to 

(Roose velt) 
(North Polk ) 
(Ankeny) 
Ann Kaur er 
1978- 79 Yearbook u . 

Suring , 1978 Board Minutes : 
Board members were asked to wr i te an essay on 
"vlhy I Joined the DesMoines Women ' s Club" ,.. 

Heri tage Fund goal set at $250 , 000 over a 4 - year 
per iod 

9 1 
.I 



19 7 8 - 1979 

Mi ss Frances Brewer , Pres ident 

A. Anecdotes 

Helen Holt 
Sources cited : Cl ub 
Minutes , Board Min . 
Scraobook , Yearbooks 

B . Art exhib i t i on (ourchas e orize) 
Winner s : Professional c lass $60 J uc'l ith Vlhioole 

~0 Th0mas Rosborough 
Non- of ofessional $60 Brita Saunders 

40 Alice Becker 
Ll9 79 - 80 Yearbook n . !.t8 ) 

C . Building 
July 12 , 19 78 Board moved t o re pair the teps 

D. Community service 

E. Dues 
$50 

2() 
Dues 
I n i tiation o r apol ication back of 1978- 79 Yearbook) 

Du es received : $28 , 4 13 curr e n t ye a r 
2 , 205 subsequent year 

~10 , 618 total du es 1979 - 80 Yearbook o . 44 

F . Food servi ce 
$32 , 059 total income 

17 , 811 club luncheons 

G. Gifts 

H. Goals 

I . Hi storical events 

I ~ 7?- ~ 

·r~c-- b"''"" ) 

June 28 , 1978 Board agreed to ask f o r a Federal Gr ant 
of ~~3 , 800 as nart of the exoenses of $17 , 000 f o r 
a new r oof and $70 , 091 for h~ating system 

Also : Board mo ved t o increas e insur ance of bui l ding 
cnntents from $80 , 000 to t100 , 000 June 24 , 1978 

Bo'lrc T .. nutes 

J . Membershin (no . ) 
779 ( 197g - 8o Yearbook n . hO ) 

K. Progr ams 
l. October h , 1978 PauJ a Bi shon nresented "Upstairs 
at the ~/hite House" 
? . November 5, 1978 Joy Davi s o re sented 11 ife and 
St yle of Agatha Christie 11 

3 . Marc h 7 , 1978 Fowdee Myers and Lucia Perrigo 
nresented "The Legend of a Lost Crown" 



HeJen Holt 
1978- 79 "9 · 2 

L . Projects 
Bazaar w~s held November 8 - 9 , 1978 
Antioue and Collectors Show was held February 2~ -25 
1Q79 ( 

1978- 79 Yearbook u . ll-12 
Sryecial projects brought in ~6723 
Committee pr o jects 11 ~9 367 

1979 - 80 Yearbook u.4h 

M. Rentals 
$24 , 153 1 1979 - RO Yearbook p . U4 

N. Scholarshi)s 
Art £500 
Dr ama 500 
Lit erature 500 
Music 500 

JuJye Green (Roosevelt) 
Heather Heusinkveld (Roosevelt) 
Leslie Ann Walther (Valley) 
T ~m Hudson (Poover) 

Olive Riddell ScholarshiP 
~1000 each to Alicia Lee Bosch ( Boone) 

Patricia Stadler 11 

1079 - 80 Yearbook o . 47 

Fannie ~rown Memorial Scholastic Merit ~wards 
$500 in Art to Christophe r Harris0n 

500 in Music to Bruce Brubaker 

0 . Miscellaneous 
November ?9 , 1979 , Claudia Cackler SPoke on nThe 
Restoration of Sherman Hill s " 



Helen Holt 
Sources cited : Club & 
Board Minut es , Yearbook~ 
Scrapbook 

1979- 80 

Mrs . Wilson Forker , Pres i dent 

A. Anecdotes 

B . Art exhibit i on (uurchase nrize) 
Wi nners : Professional class ~60 Robert Hagins 

40 Robert Schule r ~~ ~~ 
Non- professional 60 Ste~hanie Gilmore ,q~o ~ 1 

hO Elaine Anderson ~e~rbock 

C. Building - additions , remodeling 

D. Community s ervice (war work ) 

E . Dues 
~50 

20 
Dues 
Annlication 

back uage of 1979 - 80 Yearbook) 

~31 , 265 current year 
1 , 178 subsequent year 

$32 , 443 total (1980 - 91 Yearbook o . h3 

F . Food serv ice 

Gifts 

Total inmome $3ti , 7h5 
Club luncheons 15 , 843 1980 - 81 Yearbook n . 47 

Painting , vase , and stand were presented on May Day 
by the Business Women 1 s Home Pn.r ., al) bacu-J.. 

H. Goals 

I . Historical events 

J . Membershio (no . ) 
712 1980- 81 Yearbook n . 40 

K. Programs 
1 . November 7 , 1979 Carole Bramley uresented " Norman 
Rockwell " 
2 . January 23 , 1980 Di e rdre Stanforth uresented 
" A Cinderlla Story : The Restoratinn and Recyc ling 
of Olcl American Builfings" 
3 . Feburar y 20 , 19PO Des Moines Ballet 
4. March 5 , 1980 Dr . Hetty Hoyce nresented "Pnmneii -­
Its Culture and I ts Customs" 
5. A~ril 1 2 , 1980 Phyllis Brinkley pre sented 
"The Joy of Daring to be Yourself " j J 



,__ 

Helen Holt 
19 79 - 80 p . 2 

L . Pro jects 
Bazaar f or Scholarshio s was held Novemher lu, 1979 fr0 9 : 30 
to 5 : 00 
Annique and Collecros Show wa s held February 22- 24 , 19PO 
Admission , $1 . 50 1979 -8~ Yearbook o . 11 - 12 
Also so ld cook bcoks 
Soecial orojec s brought in $u872 
Cornmitttee urojects 11 ~9983 

M. Rentals 

N. 

o. 

Tot al received $22 , 533 1980 - Rl Yearbook o . 43 

ADril 16 , 1980 Board aoor oved raising r a tes 
from 4~~50 to Si:5'10 for Audi tori urn 

.SO to $60 for Art Gallery 

Scholarshios 
Art $500 Steve Canine 
Drama 500 Donald Simuson 
Lit . soo Michelle Mason 
f"Jfusic 500 Judy Lynn Valentine 

(19R0 - 8 f Yearbook o . 48 

Aolive Ridnell Scholarshio 
~1000 to Sally Jane Kennedy 

1000 to Mary ( ? ) 

Miscellaneous 



- Histor y of the Des }1Qines Women 1 p, Club 

1980-1981 : 

F . E. Church ' s painting , 11SunaHse i n the Catskills 11 i s no'l>l resting in 

the vault at the hwa Des l·~oines National Bank. 

A part of the her itage Qf Hoty Sher man Place was br ought out by 

Willi am Wagner, archi t ect , who r emoved coats of paint i n t he hal l way r eveal ing 

SQrne stenci ling whi ch appeared at one t i me on the wall s and ceiling of the 

or i gi nal house. .1! square of the s t encil was l eft t o vi ew as it r eal ly Has 

in 1'2:77 . 

Rei nhold Carl son gave one of the most i nterest ing progr an•s thi s year 

on the "Early days in Des t-1oi nes . 11 This was put em by t he Hi st or y and Travel 

Dept . Mr . Carl son haa been vAr y active in Des Y.oines i n public a ff airs . Hi s 

father came to Des Moines f r om Sweden . 



Fi story of the Des 1-'oi nes 'Homen 1 s Club 

1981- 1982 : 

Tom Hudson gave the epening day program. He 1-1on the 19'79 Ho)d.Sher man 

Musi c Schol arshi p. He i s now working on Cello at Drake Univer sity and i s 

a meml::er of the Des l-~oines Symphony Orchest r a . 

Dr . J . Gray Sweeney of Grand Rapi ds , l~ichiran revealed t o us that i n 

our outstandj ng cdlecti on of art paintings i s Fr ederick Edwin Church 1 ::; 11To 

t he J'.lenory of Col a ." I n addi tion ar e Thomas J'.ior an 1 s "Veneti an Castles , 

illiam Trost Richards , "Landscape 11 and Eli hu Vedder ' s "House by the Sea." 

Anot her important possess i en t hat he mentiGned was J . A. FQr gy ' s ¥Ccmfluence 

of the Raccoon and Des Moines Ri ver ". Thi s i s an i mpor tant ge~ fer l~cal 

hi story. 

Equal in imp•rtance t o the Church paint ing , Mr. SHeeny gave exceptional 

i mportance to J acob J ordean 1 s "Lot and bi s Daughters . " 

The Husi c Dept . pr esented ody Currie i n her demonstrati ons of 

Aerobic dancing . Thi s started so~e sessions of aerobi c exercises at the 

d!lllb \vi t h the vTomen . 

Regal stamps were c ollected to purchase card tables . 



The Left-Hander's Calendar 
'ration from Lefties 

placed in command-take charge." 

-Norman Schwarzkopf 

Wednesday 

29 
July 



History Qf the Des }!oines vi omen I s Club 

1982-1983: 

Hoyt Sherman Old Fashion Bean Soup became the real profit making i tem 

thi s year . I t 1r1as sol d at t he I owa State Fai r , at t he Won:en 1 s Cl ub and at 

Dahl e Grocery Store . The profit t hi s firs~~year was $5,006 . Two tons ~f 

beans vl"!r e used and sold for $1. 50 a bag . 

The Flea Mar ket net ted $560. 31. 

The pr ofit fr em t he Anti que SemiPar 1r1as $1 ,377 .18 

Phase I of the r estor at i on project of Hoyt Sher man Pl ace inJ.cuded t he 

folloliJing: Tuck point i ng bri cks , Copper gutter and do1r1n spouting , New r oof on 

hguse and Byers Rum (including ne\..r Sky Light s). 

Ne\.J c or crete terrace a1lo:ag~tlhe fr em af t he buildi ng . 

Installatien ef Vi ctorian l amp posts i n f r ont of the buildi ng . 

Phase II vras the Dedicati .,n ceremony. Mayor Pete Cri varo and ot her City CQuncil 

member s were her e . 

Decereber bridge party br~~-ht a profit of $1,225 . 29 

The Hol iday Fai r - Bazaar - br ought a profi t of ~6 , 700 . 00 

Flf)r ence I rving beca~e t he chairnan af t he one million dollar drive for 

the preservat i cm of Hoyt Sherman Place . 

I o\va Legislature l adi es were entertained . 

The profi t fr om t he Anti que show was $4 , 512 .79. 

The Photography Sal en whi ch was cal l ed "Shutter Snappers" had a successful 

exb.ibi t i 1m. 

The Quilt Show had a pr of i t of $2 ,020 .60 



History of the De s lloines \~omen 1 s .O'lub 

1983-1984: 

Thi s was year far t he Victorian Bedre m. I t is te be called , "l~rs . 

Sherman I s Bed- Sit ting Roem. " I t was f urnis hed by hard wor king member s 

and d~nati ons f r m members . 

The main Powder R~ae»m r 13cei ved ne\o~ ,.,all paper and new curhi ons . 

The mirr•r room E t nevi vlall paper . 

The r e a r e new round t abl es in the dining r oom and net t he f er mer l ong 

narr• w square fglding table~ . 

"Landscape", a painting by Tilliam T • Ri c hards has been r estored which 

,.ras possible tbrouBh a gi f t frQlrt Henr y Hewi t t in mer:u~ry ef Gladys Hewi tt . 

The restoration of t he frame of the painting \~as a eift from J ack Plilrte r 

and family. 

Bus tri p have started and are a f und rai s ing prl)j ec t for t he club. 

Ther e was a Reseration Benefit Aucti l)n and a Gourmet dinner . 

There was a Dr ama Dept Supper '!'heater celled "Frgm Seup to Nuts " Hhich 

was successf ul . 
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1982- 1983 

Easter Fantasy , the Spri ng Card Party , had a profi t of $1 , 000 . 

Tl-tere •1as the usual Sprinr Fashi on Show featuring Madeline Shepard 1 s 

clothes . 

Tb.ere wer e the Schclarshi p A\vards . 

There was a Bar becue Fund Raiser and tre profit \oas ~1 , 800 . 

The l4ay Day party made a profit gf Sl , 411.34. 
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