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More than 70,000 fret or terraces were buUt IDBentonCounty 
In 1976, protecting about 300 acres. Cost of te-rac:e con­
~ truc:tlon lllkl' these on the J im Kullmer farm southwest or 

Terrace building 
Mt. Auburn> ranl(ed from 1141.50 a root. Tbe Benton t..ounty 
Soli C'on~ervallon St-rvlc:e I with orncers In VInton) provides 
u~,l~tunct with thl" and other types of soU connrvadon to 
nrl'a landowner~ . 

Ups and downs for conservation 

SCS staff Staff mem~~ of tbe Bellt.on Count) Soli Coru.enatle~n 
~nice I re. from lefl, Connie Lange, d~trlcl clerk: Robb 
\tor1"0w, con~ervatlon tecbnldao: aod F'hl\d Peu,-., du;trkt 
contenauonlst. • 

There were br.ghl spots and some not· 
:l>O·encouragmg developments for soil 
conservation in Benton County m the last 
year 

Among the bnght spotS was baving long­
bme c:onservauorust Harry Horak named 
the farmer wtth the most outstandmg saal 
eon.,ervahon program m Iowa. Also, 
70,000 feet of terraces were built in the 
county, protecting another 300 acres of 
land from en.•ston While terraces aren't 
the only means of controllmg eros1on. they 
are eons1dered lh" most effective and 
permanent 1 

On the other band, pressures for 
product1on on the sod m the county m• 
creased last year, Increasing the 
frequency and susceptibility to erosion. 

Benton County Soil Conser vationist 
Floyd Peters gives the following 
assessment oC condlllons in the county· 

"Aboul 60,500 acr es or Benton County's 
302,000 acres of c ropland~r 16 per cent­
bus been severely damaged by erosion 
since 1850 !the t.Jme or early settlement11 
when the prair1e was first broken>. Ac­
cording to the lowa-2 form , which was 
~vcloped by Iowa agrooomtBts, this 
means a reduction 10 yield of at least 10 
bushels JM:r acre per year 

About lo.OOO acres of Benton County's 
land lilope~ rave per cenl or more and 15 

5ubJecl to severe sheet erosion. Forty per 
cent of our sloping land bas alrudy been 
Sl!\ ere!)' damaged and ano:her !10,000 
a crt'S is to danger of being damaged W1leu 
conservation practice5 are Installed at a 
mu::h more raptd rate than lhey have been 
In th"' p:uil :W ) ears 

• 

Elec:h•d C"omml~~fonrf\ directing activities In the Benton 
Count) Still f'onrrvathm lll~trirt are. from l~ft. M~aled, 
ttom11n GardnN. Larr1wn, llt"nry L) phout. \'in ton, chalr­
m;on John " lllrk" ~hlld, Ot>lle Plaine, and Don Weichman. 

About 70,11!)(1 ft•\'1 11 parilllel ltlc tnlilke 
lerrace~ \H·rc hu1ll 10 Bt'fllun Counlv 10 
1!171• at a ct•l ol St 1 so per foul Our eun­
<er\'alu.n nt-t'th repun ,hu~' ~e need 
croMun l"Untrul prae11n., Ufl :l2li.OOO ac~. 
Uldudlng 70,uoo ilcres ol liloprng, class II 
land C'on~erHih(;;l pracllce:. are 110"' 
adeQU<~te un onl} 1%7,000 acre:. 

" We C<luld ~ldsl wllhout 011, but ""e 
cannot l''tiSI wttiiUUI foo.od Wl' are allu\41ng 
uur pr1rnar> nat ural re;uurce 10 Benton 
Cuun1y-us ~o•l-tc.o erode 1ntu ne1ghbor's 
fiPkt:., and antu lake:. and stze.1ms 

''Them: l't!rns lobe a r('al reluctance to 
plant ro\4 crups en s~rt·pmg turves to 
conlurmtu the tc.opugrwphy We can rend no 
guud rea~un for lh1' n•luctance Cun­
lourtng Will help \tonn•xtra water needed 
at some luut• dunnN, lhl' gruwtnK season 

Stu It· Jll urd 
Horak , <Ill assi!llanl su11 conservallon 

cumnH~slllncr, wu~ honun'd ds the Benlon 
County'l>, Region 7'~o tl'.lslern luwal and 
slate'!> outslundlnr, farmer ~oil c:nn­
tiCrvatiurost en 11 pri"<Cntataon Dec: 1 
Horak ha~ prachcl'll \Oil cunservat1on 
~Inc<' making hib ftr,J plan in 19-18 for the 
:mo acrc•s he furms in Jf:u r~son Townsh1p 
Abuul 120 iiCrl'\ .1rc lrrr.Jccd, 1011 acn .. " 
llrt' c:unluurl!d, ~alerwil)'ll proii'CI evt>n 
:..·res, lro•cs hiiH' l>t."tn planttod on four 
llt'r<-.s tlliu Wlldhfe arras •re mamlamed 
and 23 ilCrt'S uf wuodland lire held 1n 
llmbo•r resent• l no gruung and c:on­
lk!r\Olllun hllagt• 1s ~ntd on nil cropl11nd 

--,.. ----

County commissioners 
Alkmt<. ih\l~tunt commr•&Wnl'r~ . '>tandmg, ore Harr) 
Horak, l.ct <•o•xh•ll . \'Iuton t•aul Andel"oon i~ al5o a district 
cornm1\\lon~r llon•k "'" named lo"a 's outstanding so1l 
cun,tn 11t1nn fumer rn llt>CI.'mbt'r b) the lo" a Associadoo of 
Soil Const'n·ltlon Dllltrlct Commls~ionl.'n.. 

Glenn Burro"'~ of rur01l Brandon. was 
namf'd the Oul\tandmg Sort C'onstnabon 
Di>crccc C'omrni,~lonrr for rt)(lon 1 at the 
unnulll 01\trlct Comml\\lont'r~ Con­
ft>rt'nce •n Ut\ \lolnl'' on Vo• JO. Th~ 
Out<ocandin~; 1>1\trlo CommiHioners· 
con test'' conducted ilnnually by the to .. a 
AS'>oc:lnt10n of So11 C'onst'nation Dl•trlct 
t'urnmisslon!'r<o .111d thr \~allace~ Farmer. 
Glenn wa<o \rlrC'I~d for lhe con&t!rvatlon 
program he molnlaln~ on his farm . 
community IICth lllr~. nnd Sl'rvlce to Lhe 
BuC!honan Count}' Soli Con&cr vatloo 
01\(rict prof!rll m. 1~hcre he i~ a com-
1111\~ion~r. Ue U'>l.''> t'Onlourlng, strlp­
croppmg, gra"t"d ~Utl.'roa)\, and \4lldtife 
plunllng' In a \\f'll bnhanced con&enallon 
program on bl• o~n form 

In the lass ~car, be r.:ount.) district 
allocaled I he $29.1100 of Iii l!n~iG cusl 
shtir1ng alluc-atfon lind SIS ~03 o liS« 000 
1976-77 alkleatton 

County conservation award winners 
Dt~k :-o<:hUd, c~nh•r, prestnl~ D\\Urd~; to the R~nton C<~~rnt) 

\411\Jlrn an the It" lo\4a ( ""'"'nlloa A'Kards f•rogram 
\Unai'J"S an-, from '"" Ibn IIDnlk, lr. and Mrs. lturv 

HOTak. "lnnrn ill the o'i\ntr-operator dl\ bion: 'omp Jtbto of 
\lin Arbor, \fich.; and \lr, ~nd "rs. \\ lllud Jf'$Jf' or rural 

Ln Porte Cu~. \\rnnn, tn thr o"n"r-teaant diHSiiXI 
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