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SCS Is Seeking

Baker Successor

fly, has taken a position as
Minternal auditor with the Office
of the Inspector General.

|
Baker, 38, will specialize in }
management inspection of
U.S. Department of Agricul-‘
ture effices in six midwest
states, with headquarters at
Chicago. They are Indiana,
Minnesote, Wisconsin, Illinois,
Michigan and Kentucky. '

is a 1958 graduate of Iowa State
University. He has a B.S.|
degree in agriculture with a
minor in agronomy. Baker
came here in March of 1965
from an SCS post at Williams-
burg. He also had done
conservation work at Fairfield
in Jefferson county.

former Naomi Gunderson of

[Soil Stewardship W,

including the planning and treatment of com=

t Soil Stewardship Week, a nationwide observ-
plete watersheds as resource units.

| ance which places emphasis on man’s obliga-
| tion to God as stewards of the soil, water and
B other related resources, has been set for May
11-18 this year, according to Ervin J. J Koos,
Shelby, president, Towa Association of Soil Con-

servation District Commissioners.

This year's observance with the theme Con-

H fronting the Issues, underscores the responsi-
bility that each citizen has in dealing forthright-
ly with current issues involving stewardship of

‘irencw.'\hlc natural resources.

The 100 Soil Conservation Districts of Towa,
A5 pSCIvan '

4 and some 2,900 companion districts thro

out the nation, are sponsoring the event for the

15th consecutive year.

Koos points out the necessity for man fo

look beyond today's horizons so

through judgment and wisdom he will be
lequately fulfill his multiplying
i responsibilities as stewards of the soil, wa-
/

able to s

\ ter and related resources.

Koos reminds us that when the first Soil Con-

M servation Districts were formed in_the

the principal objective was to encourage fa

ers to apply conservation meas
hold soil in place.

Today. he added, we are confronted with .is-
_sues invalved in modern resource consery ation,
L oal T R e

At Sher?

family
Hanover
Baker and his wife, the|sSuburb on Friday.

The commissioners of the SCS
Estherville, have a daughter, office here will meet Monday|
Robin Lee, 11, and John|night to consider a successor
Thomas Baker 1V, 9. Thelto Baker.

Koos further added, soil and water manage
ment contributes to the rate of national eco-
nomic growth, stimulates the economy of local
communities and contributes basically to the
development of both rural and urban areas.

Today we are concerned with the competi=

Land use dec ;«‘I‘\ K

with all resource information available. These

and social environn

es which would
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Soil Stewarﬂéhip

The office of the Des Moines
County Soil Conservation Dis-|
trict has distributed 56 copies
of the booklet, Confronting the|

Issues, o clergymen of all‘

faiths in Burlington and the|
county.

The booklet is designed to
assist ministers in Ieading‘
their  congregations  im |
appropriate observance of the |
Soil Stewardship Week, May |
11-18,

Chairman Harold Yohe com-|
mented: “As we move toward

cerned, as though we were|
living in the 1870's.
\ “The waste, present and

TMAY T

THE PLOWING is being done

to on the contour nn‘(he Rnpu{
a Chlcago“ Cling and Robert Crew farms
{

east of Mediapolis on some slop-
ing fields.
To the north Melvin Nelson |
has not only done the plowiig ! *
on the contour but used terraces
as guide lines for his plowing.
The terraces are additional soil?
A% l|saving practices on quite
sloping felds.

APRIL 30

The job, in addition to conserving the soil,
is to coordinate the management of cropland,
pasture and woodland in order to minimize the
damage of floods and sediment; to improve the
quality and regularity of water supplies for do-
mestic, industrial and recreational uses; and to
provide for wildlife habitat.

of land. Urban development,

highways and many other uses take more than
acres of agricultural land out of pio-

d States each year

s said, must be made

consider the entire physical,

ent of the com=

progress from the 1960’s to the

look to the land as our chief

sourceof food and fiber, but new dimensions
must be added to our stewardship rseponsibili-

|
[ — —————[(
|

CONFRONTING

Week

policy nor an accepted land

s

THE 1ssues || ethic in the United States. We

SOIL STEWARDSHIP WEEK
MAY 11-18, 1969

the 1970's, we continue to ach,| profligate course falls far short
insofar as the land is con-lol responsible stewardship.” s

|
Lack Policy, Ethic
Yohe added, ‘“Today we have

orospective, is appalling. Our neither an established land

RUSSELL ELLERHOFF and
John Latty have a joint project
underway on an adjoining fence
line between their farms
southeast of Sperry.

They have cleared a hedge |

' fence row. At a point where
the fence crossed a drainage
way, perhaps some 20 feet deep,
John is now building an earthen
dam that will impound perhaps
|an acre of water with the
surplus fo go under the dam

in an overflow pipe. The fence}

between the two men will now

| be built on the top of the dam. §
No trouble with a water gapi

and damage from heavy rains
A pipe is being installed so the
livestock can be watered below
| the dam. Al Heckenberg of New
London is doing the earth
moving

ART ANDRIES whose farm
heast of Mediapolis says
ve a little

ain sorgum

» corner

the dee:
readily

|need both. Among the resource
issues of our time, the develop-
| ment and use of a land policy
and a land ethic must be
regarded as urgent.”

[ Evan and Helen Wilson report
&they have an excellent stand)
of pasture grasses on 32 acres
that were seeded with an
airplane a year ago.
£ After filling and leveling some
ditches they found most of the
| pasture too steep to seed with
a tractor and regular farmg
|| equipment. :

Robert Sherer who runs a |
air dusting and spraying
| service from his farm east
of Mediapolis was willing to
try the seeding from the air.

|

Using some of the equipment
used to spread dry fertilizer he
sowed first the oats and orchard
grass mixed together. The next|
time over it was the birdsroo!.
trefoil and alfalfa. This mixture
made a good start last season
and is now thick, lush and
green on the Wilson farm north
of Mediapolis.

LAWRENCE WHIPPLE,

| Mediapolis earth moving

;‘('onlractor. has been building
‘some terraces on the Clyde

| McElhinney farm south of

Morning Sun. Some {iling and

{tile inlets have been installed
\|to drain surface water through
| the tile. |
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By BOB SOGARD
There's something about the
| people of Washington, D.C. that
agrees wit a midwestern
country boy like me. They are

a different breed of cat than

the usual big-city eastern dude.

The answer to this situation
| 1s simple when you get to know
| some of the Washington ecrowd.

Likely as not they come from
| the midwest. In the a ulture
8 department, ‘for instance, it
! seems that every third or fourth
‘ man you meet graduated from
[owa State University.

So it was with a comfortable
feeling that T met Norman A.
Berg in his office in the big
USDA complex a couple weeks
ago. He's not an Iowa State
| grad, but he surely knows the
| midwest, because that’s where
£ | he hails from. He has an uncle,

4 Paul 0. Berg,-who is an ISU
engineering graduate, now with
a firm at%Ft. Wayne, Ind.

|

1

l

| facty he calls Burlington

| “home,” although he hasn’t

| lived heré since he was six

| years old, He has two aunts

] here, Mrs. Carl Schoell,
Agency road, and Mrs. E.H.

-{{ (Pete) Gerdom, 2045

Highland,

Berg's mother, the former
Mary Rholeder, is 78 years old

| now and lives with his family.
She was born in Burlington

| hospital and so was his, eldest
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daughter, while the family was
visiting in Burlington. Now she
is Mrs. Susan Morgan of
Beltsville, Md.

In addition to Mrs. Morgan,
the Bergs have three other
daughters, Jane, 21, a nurse
at the University of Delaware;
Pamela, 18, in school at
Lynchburg, Va., and Rebecca,
14, at home.

SCS Associate Administrator

Berg, 51, just this year was
named associate admiinistrator
of the Soil Conservation Service,
He has been with the SCS for
26 years, with three years out
for World War II service in
the marines.

In his present position he has
overall administrative autherity
on SCS operations.  Over . the
past several years, he has
served as agency liaison with
Congress and also directed the
Great Plains conservation

“program from 1960 to . the

middle of 1965, when he became
deputy administrator for field
service. 1

“My specialty bas alwty§

been the Great Plains, west. .

of the Mississippi and east
of the Rockies, but naturally ,
I know Towa and the
neighboring states best,” he
said. He was born here on
Mar. 14, 1918, the son of Alf
Frederick and Mary Rholeder
Berg. They moved to

Minnesota where he grew up
on a farm.

He graduated from the
University of Minnesota in 1941,
with a BS. in science and
agriculture, and married Ruth
Askegaard of Morehead, Minn.
He taught vocational
agriculture  at  Floodwater,
Minn., before going to Idaho
as conservation aid with the
SCS. Subsequently, he was work
unit conservationist and area
conservationist at Pocatello,
before going into service.

Degree from Harvard

After his hitch in the marines,
he went to South Dakota. In
1956 he received his master's
degree in public administration
from Harvard University and
for the next four years was
assistant state censervationist
for watersheds in South Dakota.

He was appointed as assistant
to the ‘administrator of SCS in
Washington in 1960 and in 1965
became deputy administrator
for field $ervices. This year's
promotion was his latest.

‘He has written many articles
for professional journals and
has chaired or served on
several® conservation and
natural resources task forces.
Berg has received several
commendations for excellence
in = performance of his
responsibilities. He's a member
of the facully of the USDA
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Graduate School for

Management and Supervision,

Some major problems of the
SCS include trying to save
urhan and suburban
development areas from the
chaos of erosion and pollution
by sedimentation, the SCS
official said.

“We have to interest the
major metropolitan areas in
conservation  problems, for
instance, in opening up rural
lands for development by
increment, with engineering
resources and advice on
vegetative cover. This calls for
a plan and starts with soil
sur information.

“The best way is to open up
and cover up quickly, and often

to build debris basins to settle”

out debrls so it won't leave
the land and wash down a
gulley,” he added.

Sediment Worst Pollutant
points in one of his
rs that sediment is the
nation’s number-one pollutant,
“A billion and a half cubic
yards of sediment is deposited
each year in our major
reservoirs, reducing the nation's
water supply capacity by
enough to serve a city of 5!
million people for a year,” he
noted

An example s at Burlington's
doorstep where the pool belmd

i

shallower each year.

Ohvo. which is dredged excry

800.000 cubie )drds of sediment

state, Berg said Iowa is the
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Norman A Berg

shining example in conserva-
tion work held up to other
parts of the nation. Fully
applied basic
plans cover nearly one-tenth

of

acres.

In

89.664 cooperators enrolled and
65,076 had basic plans covering

s
=

=

|
|

-




THE MEDIAPOLIS NEW ERA
pe

Edward Wright

Works For SCS

office of the/NYC program, doing janitor

Service Is|and maintenance work. He fook
taking part in the 1969 federal part in vocational agriculture
|summer employment program|classes in school. His mother,
for youths 16 through 21 years, two sisters and three brothers
Who meet specific economic|live at Parma and one brother,
restrictions Sydney Gaines, in Burlington

T W k Edward Wright, 18, who E and his brother, Dave,
errace or graduated from Parma school [4Mme here to visit Sydney and
at Portageville, Mo., last |24 Was hired by the SCS
month, is assisting the Bur- through the employment office.

Lawrence Whipple of Mediapolis puts the finishing touch on a seeded backslope terrace on Doctor

Ronald Lofgrens farm in Plgamm Grove Township. T hi\. is ‘tho s‘f.?cond year in a m\:j Pr. l.u\[{;:](;n lington work unit in surveying ‘Ik“ has been working in the
has installed terraces on his farm. He takes great pride in trying to conserve and improve his and engineering work. (field with Harry Bryant, con-
servation technician, and will

farm. Paul Heater, tenant, co-operates by helping install and maintain these in~lallaliun_~. Other
soil conserving practices applied on the farm besides the terraces are: 2 ponds; 4 erosion con=

The . vonih i
The - youth ton office

his way|/be with the Bur

el it i Sl 7 ueros or'grassed WathFways, through high school under the!until the end of September, ‘
- Tume 2 Tuly %~
THE MEDIAPOLIS NEW ERA
: + |Attend Conservation |
*|For One Month !
Linda ¥ Burl :

re

for one
e lowa Teachers Con-
vation Camp at Springbrook
State Park near Guthrie Center. |

attending

Both girls are sponsored by |
the Longcreek Conservation |
club and will receive college

| credit for attending three-
t week camp.

,\WCUUURE The camp is sponsored jointly
OSSO sy : o University. of

Employment Program | ‘

T'he Burlington Office of the Soil Conservation Service is taking part in the 1969 Federal Summer
Employment Program for youths 16 thru21years of age, who meet specific economic restrictions.
Edward Wright, 18 years old, graduated from Parma School, Portagville, Missouri, May 18,
1969, Ed worked his way thru High School under the NYC Program doing janitor and maintenance

work. His mother, 2 sisters and 3 brothers live at Parma, Missouri and one brother in Burlington,

He will be assisting the Burlington Work Unit in surveying and engineering work.
: R e Sioners * Vi i
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Conservationist
Retained Here

Monday morning Ralph Baker specializes in managed
Dewey will take over as district{ment of inspection of US|
conservationist with the Soil/Department of Agriculture

|offices in six midwest states
| with headquarters in Chicago.
Dewey sees the work of the
Ralph So‘ll C onservati on as
migrating in the direction of
Dewey Resource Conservation and

Development of the entire

community with a goal of
| total of environmental

development and planning.

“Work with farmers in
erosion control, he says, is a
vital part of the program and
will certainly not be neglected
as we move to give our services

Conservation Service of Des|
Moines county.

Dewey has held, this position
in Sac City for the past 16
years and was previously at
Greenfield. to other land Py »

John Baker, who was distri::t‘ HL E i I_Xl\c'.‘.’ql dj‘ “"“,’ 4
conservationist here for four|, 1. d,so 20, am. pleased
vears, has: faken' a, position m‘tn know that land terracing in

A POSIION 3S|yhe modern manner is under
internal auditor with the Office| . 3
of the Inspector General, | way in Des Moines county

| Worked in Forestry
| Dewey, a native of Dubuque,
| worked briefly in the forest pro-
ducts industry following hi
graduation from JIowa State
University, Ames.

Dewey and his wife, Dorothy, |
have four children: Renee, 21,

a senior nursing student at
South Dakota State University:
John, 17, a senior in hig
school; James, 13, in eighth
grade, and Dolly, 8, in third |
grade

Dewey said one of his favorite|
community activities is Kiwanis
club in which he served as
lieutenant governor a few years
ago. He's a Mason and the
family is active in the
Presbyterian church

The conservation expert said
[his diversions include musicall
| activities and .art, some golf

t ng. 7 |

| Region 9§ f
VIS~ Elmer Weilbrenner,
moDnAmnim.mlll, T%e Barnelt, Of- l ’
a; Roscoe Brown, Bloomtield, 3

ES MO NES—(I)_ O, D. White,
rrs-q!cn (11) R. E. Lofaren, Me-
olis, owner; Paul Heater, .Dan- [§
operator; (I11) Leo Orth, Bur-

(1) Mrs. Berths Kel-
jchland, owner; Robert Kiefer,
ng, operator; (Teacher) Mrs.
H n  Harder, Briohton (Pleasant

P chool. Pleasant Plain
VAN BUREN—(1) Blaine DeHart,

A

The HAWK-EYE 11
Burlington, Iowa
Wednesday, July 16.7[975?

y SEEDED BACKSLOPE terrace gets the fin-

. ishing touches at the hands of bulldozer operator

t Lawrence Whipple of Mediapolis. The work‘ls being

7] dane-on the farm of Dr. Ronald Lofgren, in Pleas-

h ant Grove township. Lofgren also installed terraces
on his farm last year. Paul Heater, tenant on the
farm, helps install and maintain the improvements.
Other soil conserving practices applied on the
farm: two ponds, four erosion control dams and
about seven acres of grassed waterways.

TN

W

 4 New District

Conservationist

RALPH E, DEWEY

Ralph E. Dewey is the newly
« tappointed District Conservation=
ist for this area. He replaces
John Baker who was transferred
to Internal auditing at Chicago,
, Mr, Dewey has been in the con=
servation service for 20 years
and has spent 16 years In Sac
Co, stationed at Sac City, Iowa.
He took over his new duties
on Monday, July 14, and he and
his family are living in West
Burlington.

.:Tula /’)

Conservation Winners SCS Office

Three Des Moines
{farm owners and operators|If one of the farms wins in
have been named winners in|the regional event, it will go
the  annual ITowa Soilfonto e competition
Conservation Awards contest by| The district commissioners
the Des
Conservation district.

In the  owner-operator|
division, the O. D. White farm,‘
north of Burlington, was named
first place winner.

{above average in completion of
(the conservation work planned
for their farms.

Good Erosion Control
They are, however, typical of
L 5 |the “high grade of erosion
The 1969 winner for the best|,, ol heing established in the
ten’nm-npcramd farm. is R. E Des Moines county district,”
Lofgren of Mediapolis for his according  to the distriot
farm which is operated by Paul|

') Y;‘l (1 C. U\ Shriver, Clioy ')
AN W, Eribb, Carvdon. o |
4

.'B‘ ‘b

AUJ.V '&7

county'county area of southeast Iowa. g

Moines County Soil|said that the winning farms are|}

) 5 chairman, Harold Yohe " of
Heater of Danville Mediapolis |

In the third division, new This is the 17th vear of the

B coopenators, Leo Orth of contest which is sponsored by
Burlington took first place the Des Moines Register and

honors for his farm Tribune and lowa Farm and

The farms will be judged in Home Register, cooperating

| regional competition in a 13- with soil conservation districts. I

[White, Lofgren, Orth!.

| Here Cited

State Conservationist Wilson
Moon, of Des Moines|
announced that a certificate of|}
Merit has been awarded to the )
« |Burlington Work Unit of the
USDA Soil Conservation|
Service §
The award was presented by|
|Area Conservationist John!
Eckes of Fairfield in
recognition of sustained above
average performance for the
fiscal years 1968 and 1969.

During this period the Soil
Conservation staff in|
Burlington made great
advances in establishing tile
outlet terrace systems in Des
Moines county.

The staff was headed by John
T. Baker, who has recently left
the area to take on other duties
Jwith USDA. Conservation

¥ Technician Harry Bryant and

| Mrs. Mildred Kleinkopf, State
| clerk, the other staff members.

] ‘ Baker and Bryant also
received cash incentive awards
| for their performance during
|this period.

et )

= .
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Danville in Pleasant
This field was covered wit
who has a large dairy herd, applied to the ASCS
office for assistance in clearing and reseeding and
fertilizing of the pasture. A large pond will be
built this Summer in this pasture {o provide live-
stock water and control a Jlarge erosive ditch.
Waterways will be shaped and seeded to facilitate
f the pasture to control weeds and brush.

mowing of
cently completed 3,400 feet of parallel

| Bohlen re ‘
| inlet terraces on his farm. S IR \District. i ST |
S :t-\«._; N L v ) = Tx I
M a‘ﬂ ag umne

e R —— )
WHILE FARMERS have been

eyl

busy planting crops, they have
also kept most earth-moving
contractors busy with putting .
in soil saving practices. On the
Schrock = farms east .of
Mediapolis Lawrence Whipple is
using a giant disc to root out
brush so the pasture may be
reseeded. The Schrocks have
done much ‘pasture
, improvement in' the past and
are still interested in getting
a maximum stand of grass for
their Angus cow herd, reported
fo be one of the larger cow|
{ herds in the state.

| GHARLES RIGGINS in Tama|
Township just a few miles north|
| of Burlington has Contractor
| Frank Woodall busy with'brush
| clearing in preparation for|
pasture improvement.

A PIPE DROP INLET
erosion dam has been
completed on the Arthur
Strawhacker farm south east of
Mediapolis. Tile is being

IMPROVING PASTURE on his farm north of
rove township is Leo Bohlen.
h scrub brush. Bohlen, fis

installed on the Clarence Kuntz| '

farm south of Oakville for the
setting up of a terrace system.
Rex Mackey is the tiler.

KENNETH  SPRINGSTEIN

has been installing tile on the

Holly Wagner farm near
fl Danville, Earl
\ John Hanks farms east of New
! London and for Curtis

| Darbyshire north of Yarmouth.

>

Maa 29

T S

Edwards . and|}

| |planner

eal

T D T

y'r =Y
Tvne

|| TERRACING and contouring
* ffor soil-saving were showing up
well
udeman
kenforff farms south and
est of Danville as the four
drove by their fields. Both men
ave made extensive efforts to |
t soil-saving practices into
use. Henry is a commissioner
i f the Des Moines County Soils

- SV |
Students See |

Towa Farming ||

Several students from Ten-|
! nessee Technological Univers-|
ity, Cooksville, Tenn., have
been visiting the area thist
weekend to study Iowa Farm-
ling practices. l

All 18 studenis are mem- |
bers of the Agromomy club
at TTU and are making the

< first of what is hoped to be
| an annual spring tour.

| One of the students, Lloyd
Covington, is a nephew of Will|
iStucker, Danville, where the|
lgroup spent the night Friday
land Saturday.

Saturday the men looked at{
terrace construction on the Leo|

Bohlen farm north of Danville

and studied drainage on the
Henry Dockendorff and Francis
Cook farms west of Danville. |

Today four of the five car|
loads will travel farther north|
linto Wisconsin and Michigan |
{before returning to Tennessee.

TERYN

May it

{
\
{|laying out the first tile inlet‘u‘f

i
f
1
i

jant in the soil conservation|
loffice, is filling in while thel
lcounty is without a county}
since John
l‘resigned a few weeks ago. In
the meantime the soil district
* | commissioners are looking for
‘ |a replacement for Baker.
W

coldSe T s (
| HARRY BRYANT, an assist- :
1

Baker

‘ﬁ'
ﬁf‘

———

the Earnest
and Henry

on

/
]

i ————
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 Work Done Onf

- Wilson is installing an overflow

Burlington, Iowa 13 I
Wednesday June 4, 1969

(Conservation |E

v

Wilson Farm |

|

MEDIAPOLIS — Evan
~ pipe for an erosion control pond
| on his farm north of Medi-
| apolis.

The pond will cover a large
erosive gully and will impeund
about 15 acres Of water. The)
6 inch overflow pipe lets excess
water safely through the dam
so it does not wash out. The
two larger objects on the pipe
‘are 5x5 anti-seep collars to keep
the water from following down
the outside of the pipe. [

1" The farm gound above the |
- pond will be tile inlet terraced
. just as soon as the pond is

3

et |’
PN — T — B
THE SOIL c%ssnvmoui 4
service reports that Johnji ®
Creswell, JAAP Plant/§in
Agronomist and Harry Bryant, '}
technician for the Soill !

I\

Conservation Service have been i

terrace system to be installed{l

v‘ on IAAP farm land.

v‘]
WALTER SENN in Benton | 4#

{|township is building a large i}/
Wrecreation and erosion control} “Ar
4 pond
|| (Walter)
| Campbell have been doing the| "

on his farm. Dudefil
Duvall and Darwin| -
earth moving.

DR. TED MAZUR and Leif® |
Lomo are building a largel:
recreation and erosion control®
pond on their farm north ofi

Burlington in  Flint Riverl
township.
Ciuck Allgood of Winfield is|

doing the construction work. r

. completed.

This watershed on the Wilson
farm will be completely treated
to control erosion when these
i ﬂo practices are finished. |

Y

e

|| Conservation Service is taking part

employment service

—— —

SCS takes part in
The Burlington office of the Soil

in the 1989 federal summer em-

NICHOLSON  BROS.

have

installed some 6,000 feet of me‘
on the Max Dockendorff farm|
west of Danville.

MARLAND LAUGHLIN re-

|ports almost a perfect control,
job. of weeds in his soybeans;

EDWARD WRIGHT

ployment program for youths 16
through 21 years of age, who meet
specific economic restrictions,
Edward Wright,
graduated from Parma School,
Portageville, Mo., on May 18. Ed

18 years old, |

|from the pre - emergence

iy AR worked his way through high

|apphcanon of a herbicide on schooll under thg NYC Li)rograen

1"1.5 ; Henry county -farm doing janitor and maintenance!
| southeast of New London. [+ |work.

v s e o His mother, two sisters and

three brothers live at Parma, Mo. |

2 IU'hc IB 4 and one brother in Burlington
He will be assisting the Burling-

ton Work Unit in surveying and

1;: parallel

1

]
}
l

I

engineering work,
e A

—— e

jume 3%

] 4; is Soil and Water Conservation

% columns.

§ Next wéek, June 15 to 22,

Week by proclamation of
Governor Robert D. Ray. Many
soil and water conserving
practices have been put into
| practice in the county, some
| of which we have noted in past

i

A new dam for a pond has
just been completed on the
Evan Wilson farm north of
| Mediapolis.

Lawrence Whipple is building
terraces that will
empty into the pond through

drop inlets and tile. As soon @

| as the clover hay has been
L harvested, another field will be
§| terraced and surplus water
{” diverted to the pond through
| tile drains.
Y| Wilson, with an assist from
| George Johnson and son-in-law
] Richard Steffner, who live on
the farm, has fertilized some
permanent pasture in addition
to the pasture seeded from the
air last year. He says he plans
to carry out about so much
soil saving work each year to
| add to his overall plan.

Above the Wilson farm, S.S.
Barton has terraced and tiled|
| most of 80 acres to control soil|
| losses and slow down water

runoff.
‘ In Pleasant Grove township
north of Danville, Frank

Woodall is building a pond for
Leo Bohlen. Bohlen is one of|
the county's dairymen owning
§ 2 nice Holstein herd.

Clarence Miller, owner of the

i | Miller Fruit Farm, has
employed Carl Van Tiger,
| another earth moving

* contractor, to terrace some of
his fields in Union Township.

| Southeast of Mediapolis, both
| Charles Tucker and Charles
| Hutcheroft have used both
1| terraces and contouring to hold
the soil in place in their corn
fields.
AT T

\Tuha, 11

| ORTTIE ROCKE, southeast of
Oakville, has had good success|;
\planting soybeans on cornstalk
! ground that was only disced and |
/not plowed. I

A herbacide was used
control weeds. The stalks on
the surface of the ground are|
a bit troublesome at the firstl
cultivation but no  great
problem. ‘
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LEONARD LANE says ler-}
races on a tract of rolling land &
Hlowned by his father, Walter |88
¥ Lane, in the vicinity of Roscoe ||

{88 northwest of Mediapolis, have

i prevented soil losses in the field

\ altbough there have been some ||

3 'very heavy rains this -season

5 Any soil that has moved has
been stopped at the terraces
which slow the running water |
down {0 a walk. |

Jul-ai-

‘ TERRACING is done by scraping earth from the high side of a field and filling in the waterways on the low side. Frank Wood-
all is running this earth mover for Leigh Raetz,

'Try New Land- Terracmg Method At TAAP

Story and Photos
By DAVID HAWORTH

A relatively new type of farm
land fterracing is being
undertaken at the Towa Army
Ammunition Plant.

. Leigh Raelz, manager of

Middletown Mills, is footing the
bill for parallel cut-and-fill
terracing on about 180 acres
of TAAP ground he is leasing
at the northwest corner of the
plant.

Parallel cut-and-fill terracing,
according to Des Moines County
Soil Conservation officer Harry
Bryant, is formed by borrowing
dirt from the higher ground in
the field and using it to dam

on the low side of the field.

In this way, Bryant
explains, the water run-off is
collected in a pocket and tiled
off slowly so that the silt
settles out of the run-off and
the soil stays in the field.

the plant, said that there will
be more of the terracing done
this fall.

There are several advaniages

TILING is being laid at a grade to allow silt to settle out of the run-off before it leaves the field.
Ray Leitch and Sons, New London, are filing at IAAP for Leigh Raetz.

. % said. Erosion is controlled. The
soil moved by run-off from the

Tt a.9"

formed by terracing will form

41 |but most of the soil will remain
on the field and not be washed
flaway.
Fhadade.

Raetz is pioneering the |
parallel  cut-and-fill land
terracing at TAAP. John
Creswell, head agronomist at !

1o this type of terracing, Bryant |

higher ground to the pocket &

' |a table in a matter of years |

HENRY MEHMKEN, who
lives west of Mediapolis, says|
he sighted a coyote recently in ||
one of the grassed waterways
on his farm. Seems the lr_mg\
grass makes good habitat for |
wild animals and birds and|
good hunting for predators. \l

up, or terrace, the waterways |

f .

0n a la=ge scale thls type
of terracag will save tax
money by reducing the need

| for dredging rivers and
| streams clogged by soil
erosion, and reduce the

" chances of flooding by holding

water in the field and
v allowing it to run off more
| slowly.

| A field terraced in this way
1 can be planted east and west
| |in straight rows without the
| |necessity of following the land's
| contour.

| Not only can a farmer have
straight rows but it eliminates

[ the need to waste land in grass
! waterways.

There are now approximately
1/400,000 feet of parallel cut-and-
| "/fill terracing in Des Moines
}‘ county, Bryant said.

v Gl — —aca
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Members of the

for Industrial Research and
operative Extension Service:
Representatives of  seven
southeast Towa counties met at
Wapello last week where Robert |
A. Lyon of Davenport explained |
the CIRAS program.

CIRAS offers its service to
all of Jowa's industry no
| matter how large or small.
+ This concept of research
@ service for industry grew out
: of the thinking of many
TIowans who felt the need for
| technological aid to get the
|| economy moving.

| Lyon' pointed out' several
areas where this service has
¥ aided industries through market|
| analysis and assistance to find

| the best technical advice
“One of our fastest growing
| fields is assisting inventors and
| innovators,” Lyon states. “‘Our
i service can help an inventor
to avoid patent problems and
can, through market analysis,

save him from producing a
product which may not be'
salable.”

Help Is Free

Help from CIRAS for prob-
lems in production, manage-
ment, marketing and quality
control are offered to Iowa
industry at no cost

Jack Cowan, district TAP
| chairman, representing Farm-
{ers Home Administration at Mt.
Pleasant, viewed the informa-
{tion on CIRAS as vital to
| Technical Action Panels of the
Area. As TAP members become
more aware of what other
| agencies have to offer, they can
\belp each other be more effec-
| tive in serving the ‘public

Future plans for District TAP
include cataloguing the many

<

|
A/

District | public and private agencies who| federal

Technical Action Panel (TAP)|offer help in solving social

Jlihave been alerted to help that|economic problems. The TAP|Louisa
p

{is available through the center|district

! Service, a function of the Co-| ——

Soil

involves state and|counties

“Tolyse

Three prize winning Des Moines

County farms have been named
winners in the annual Iowa Soil
Conservation Awards contest by
the Des Moines County Soil Con=
servation District, according to
District Chairman, Harold Yohe
of Mediapolis.

Entries were made in three di=

visions, The owner-operator di=
vision award was
D. White farming north of Bur=
lington. From the highway, the
“ White farm appears level. How=
ever, the owner has applied more
than a mile of terracing, a live=

made to O.

stock water pond, four miles of

tile drainage, six acres of tree
planting and six acres of renov=
ated pasture on this quarter sec=
tion farm.

The second division is for te=
nant operated farms, The 1969

| winner for this county is R. E.

Lofgren of Mediapolis for his
farm operated by Paul Heater of
Danville, The Lofgren farm
boasts a mile of terrace, two
livestock ponds, two miles of
tile*drainage, and over six acres
of grassed waterways.

Division three of the contest is
for new cooperators, and the win=
ner here is Leo Orth of Bur=
lington.  Although he has been
applying soil and water conser=
vation work for only aboutayear,
Orth has managed toinstall a half
mile of terrace, a farm pond, ten
acres of renovated pasture and
14 acres of permanent vegeta=
tion.

The District

S

agencies in
and Moines, Her
Muscatine

Commissioners |
point out that these farms are/

[

State Comservationist Wilson T
{Moon of Des Moines announced
{this week that a certificate of
imerit has been awarded to the
‘Bnrlm:mn Work Unit of the USDA
Soil Conservation Service The
award was presented Thursday by
| Area Conservationist John Eckes
| of Fairfield in recognition of sus

Lee, Des
Washington, =
and Scott % !

| tained above average performance |

| for the fiscal years 1968 and 1969
During this period, the Soil Con
| servation staff in Burlington made

iSCS awarded certificate of merit

Industfy Aid |

great advances in established tile

outlet te ce systems in Des
Moines county. The stat! was
headed by John T. Baker whe

has recently left the area to take
on other duties with USDA
Conservation Technician Harry
Bryant and State Clerk Mrs, Mil«
dred Kieinkopf are the other staff
members
Baker
cash

and Bryant also received
incentive awards for theic
performance during this period

Conservation
Winners In Area

above average In completion of
the conservation work planned for
their farms, They are, however,
typical of the high grade of er=
oslon control being established in
Des Moines County District.

*The three farms will go on to
regional competition in a thir-

A08-7

and state recognition.

conservation districts,

Movement |
Of County
Soil Cited

years in Des Moines county.

hard look at their

nily has

15e of

been very
e heavy|l|on the farm

The soil loss on farms has
been the heaviest in several

’ Farmers should take a long
| fields and|

keep 95 per cent of the soil

Avg. a

teen county area of southeast lowa
with a hope for additional award
The an=
nual contest is sponsored by the
Des Moines Register and Trie
bune and Iowa Farm and Home
Reglster cooperating with soil

URGE MORE
CONSERVATION
PRACTICES

The need for more Soil and
Water Conservation Practices on
rural axd urban land in Des
Moines County has been very
evident, because of the heavy
rains which have fallen the last

determine whether they are few months,
The need for more soil and|f using the latest technology in New construction sites for
water conservation practices on}/conserving their so The homes, buqdlngs, and roads,
and urban land in Des|} modern tile t terrace will| where bare soils have been ex=

posed to the weather, have had
|1 excessive soil losses. This soil
movement has plugged sewers

i} < lowed |

(UEavErr I""' o 1" " and culverts, filled ditches and

\ ew montt v ] construction, but in spite of this|* = polluted the streams and rivers
Bryant, act di tf) there has been 36,000 feet of causing problems and expense to

il c "',‘Q:"\ n' terrace f’:gh: erosion ('«_m!rul the taxpayer. Many of the prob-
1 New cor dams, two ponds and 50,060 le~s and expenses could be
homes, i feet of tile installed this year avoided by making temporary
where bare soils have nj}in Des Moines county seeding and constructing small
exposed to the weather, havelll whe Soil Conservation Ser de-silting dams around these

had excessive soil los

W | located in Federal Buil areas.
This- soil movement has in’ Burlington \terested in The soil loss on farms has been
plugged sewers and culverts, |l .o\ o dividual of group, | the heaviest in several years in
{ ditches and polluted thelf DBy A '|  Des Moines County. Farmers
{ rural or urban with their soil

and rivers causing
and expense to the|fand
problems

waler ¢

Bryant re

taxpayer

Could Avoid Problems
Many

expenses could be av

of the problems

construct
d

Bryant

should take a long hard look at

tion their fields and determine wheth-

er they are using the latesttech=
nology in conserving their soil
+ The modern tile inlet terrace
will retain ninety-five per=
cent of the soil moved from
leaving the farm.

Wet weather has slowed con=-
struction, but in spite of this
there has been 36,000 feet of
terrace, 8 erosion control dams,
2 ponds and 50,060 feet of tile

A UJT/—/—/f-

BULULAl LaS Wik v

anda in

4



»

Is a Problem.

w

Robert Moorman— Bluegil

tMoorman Explains
[Pond Management

{ By GEORGE L. MARZECK

popula- clean, untreated

i went o S i the
an went on 10 say| restore them in m

L 0§

Subjects ranging from alg
control to ba i

William Ger:
es north of Bur
sh Ridge Road

man of the joint

» Soil Conserv

State
0, today
free blue- Small patch of weeds

quired in|onlooker

suitabie the numt

of various
size differen ¥

noticeable
that
t was that

be had in

s reasonably

A on | gre h, crappie, bluegills|accept that different
€ ) at  different

lances

ith the aid of a volunteer from
the audience, seined through a|
Most Moorman caut
were surprised {o see

| bluegills
t up. The
not great,
Moorman

generally

o can be literally suifocated.
{imes K4 p

Well ‘'over 125 men, women|ihieh™ Bass' might find in-
and children were in attendance|tolerable. Everything possible
as Professor . Moorman|should be done to favor the
explained the significance of the |sensitivity of the bass or the ||
farm pond as a *‘close-tp-home" | pond will so » overpopulated
recreational:” facility, although|with stunted panfish.*
they are not generally estab
lished as such originz

Start’ Over

Most recpmmended way to

Weed control seemed to be |resiore # | {hat has gone
of primary importance to the |yt of bal¢ s to apply suf-|
audience and Moorman |ficient ai€ione to com;;le!eh-l;‘
pointed out that this nuisance |eradicat - the fish populat'm;\f
of excessive weeds and fila- |gn4 47 ¢t all over again. |
mentous algae (scum) geIS |Unforiundlelsy rotenone does ||
most of its start from the |no¢ work (9o well on bullheads,
organic and inorganic fertili- |howeyer *Nothing vet has been
zers carried by run-off. discoveredl”that will do a sure-

The most common method for.ﬁr" job an bullheads. They're|

eliminating filamentous algae jg/hard to Kill in or out of the|
fhe use of copper sulfate and water. Unless a pond-owner has|
is approved for treating water special preference for bull-|
at the rate of 1.4 pounds per\,“‘"* it is advisable not to|
acre foot, Moorman explained | introduce them.
that tests have shown that this| The wuse of seines for |
is not only the most economical | eliminating undesirable fish has
method but also provides the|been: ruled out except in rare
best results with negligible|cases.-Tests have shown that
toxicity. the seines simply do not get
Other control measures are|down far enough. The same can
used for ridding a pond of be said for the shocking ||
rooted weeds — both submersed|method
and emergent. Where the weed 2 oAl
patches are small, the simplest A~ commonly overlooked fact |
method is to pull them up by
the roots and remove them|

"

f::;s:ﬂel)a ré:;m tl‘giq\:::er. Oh; except hook and line, Moore- ||
Aquathol are recommended. man explained that Iowa law
Two -other chemicals, sodium makes no provisions for other
s A Gy, than hook and line in the {aking
arsenite and 24D, have Federal of mame fish. This is.80 even"
approval but are not acceplable:, g Ztann p
by ISU. Unless extreme caul i farm _nn.nu.t « pnv,me gk |
is used. the former can cause l‘:) vl‘lvl otherwise would  be
arsenic poisoning while the illega
latter can impart a very| oOn the other hand, in the
undesirable taste to fish for| case of renovating a pond,
periods as long as 30 days. the owner needs only to apply

Even so, a l0-day waiting| for permigsion from the local
period is' recommended afler| conservation officer. -Under

was brought {o everyone's
attention in regard to the taking
of fish by any other method

o 1 g nts of the
cussed by |7 Il TS 5 SR s el using Diguat and a 34ay| most circumstances, “the
Professor Robert Moorman,| i P‘,‘Hm ‘:\‘ N}” };,. : PRIl Mg WD waiting period is advised after| officer will investigate the
nsion director of Towa State t 1 »?» were I‘m essor Moorman stripped using Aquathol before swim-| gituation and generally grant
;. Ames, at the p ‘ POses | down {0 his swim irunks and, ming or allowing liveslock 10| permission. In many cases,

he will even assist the pond
owner.

waler,

Suffocation Problem ‘
ied against| ‘Besides working within the
creating a too y OXygen|law, the pond owner may derive |
depletion. This can happen in|additional benefits from having|
heavily weed - Infested pondsia knowledgeable conservation |
when too many weeds are killed | officer working with him, There |
at one time. No more than one-imay be some large bass in the|
third of them should be treated|pond that can be saved if|
at a {ime othewise the decaying handled properly before the|
organic matter will not allow|rotenone takes full = effect.
the oxygen a chance to build| Dipping the bass from the pond
up again and any desirable fish|as soon as thev surface and
quirkly transierring them o

_— -
T 7 £ 5 Sy

F fog,




1 WE NOTICED the pond on/
the John Latty farm southeast!
|of Sperry is well filled with
water. Looked from the road
8 {like it might be full. The pond
was created by a dam which
John.and Russell Ellerhoff built
across a gully on line fence
between them. The fence now
goes along the top of the:dam.
| LAWRENCE STRAW-
HACKER, southéast of Mediapo-
lis. is doing some pasture|
improvement after having
Lawrence Whipple do the bull-
| dozing and clearing.

dwy.an

| OCTOBER 7 is the date set|

M for the Southeast Iowa Soil
judging contest to be sponsored)
in Louisa county this year. [

8 Armold Winegar, county|
conservationist for the Louisal
& County Soil District is in charge
W of the affair. Students enrolled
%lin the vocational agricultural
1'&-!.15505 in the four counties,

flLee, Louisa, Henry and Des

?", \ | Moines, will take part.
| OUR REMARK that there

were a lot of good neighbors
glon the nation's highways is
Y supported by the incident of two
tbeach mats blowing off a
lcamper coming out of Geode
3 State Park the other evening.
Ralph Dewey, the new county|
conservationist with the Soil|
Conservation Service, relates
l that he chased the camper for
a mile before he could flag
them down to tell them the
mats had blown off. By the

time they had returned to
where the maps had been|
dropped someone else had

picked them up. These people |
were still on the spot tr_\'ing[
ito decide where to turn them!/

fiin so the owners could find|

them, when they drove up.

Farm Bureau member

among winners in

- annual soil conservation awards

j Three prize winning Des Moines
| county farms have been named
» winners in the annual Iowa Soil !

Conservation Awards contest by‘

the Des Moines County Soil Con-

township, Burlington. Although he
has been applying soil and water
conservation work for only about
a year, Orth has managed to in-
stall a half mile of terrace, a

servation District, according to the [farm pond, 10 acres of renovated

district chairman, Harold Yohe of
Mediapolis.
| Entries were made in three divi-
sions, The owner-operator divi-
4 sion award was made to O, D.
White, of Franklin township, farm- |
ing north of Burlington. From the|
highway, the White farm ;mpuir:’
4 level. However, the owner has ap-
} plied more than a mile of ter- |
racing, a livestock water pond,
4 miles of tile drainage, 6 acres
of tree planting and 6 acres of
renovated pasture on this quarter|
section farm
The second division is for tenant
operated farms. The 1969 winner
for this county is R. E. Lofgren
of Yellow Spring township, Medi
apolis, for his farm operated by
Paul Heater of Pleasant Grove
township, Danville,
farm boasts a mile of terrace,
twe livestock ponds, 2 miles of
tile drainage and over 6 acres
of grassed waterways.
1 Division 3 of the contest is for
§ new cooperators, and the winner |
‘here is Leo Orth of Flint River |

S ————

pasture and 14 acres of permanent
vegetation.

The district commissioners point
out that these farms are above
average in completion of the con-
servation work planned for their
farms. They are, however, typical
of the high grade of erosion control
being established in the Des|
Moines county district |

The three farms will go on to
regional competition in a 13 county
area of southeast Iowa with a hope
for additional awards and state
recognition. The annual contest is
sponsored by the Des Moines Reg-
ister and Tribune and the Iowa
Farm and Home Register cooper
ating with soil conservation dis
tricts.

The Lofgren L

Aog. 4

Dry Weather Helps Speed |

Conservation Work Here

The past few dry weeks have|by building a drainage outlet
||| made way for an early start| ditch ten years ago.”
on fall soil conservation work :
in Des Moines county, New Cooperator
according to Ralph Dewey,| Luttenegger is listed as a new
district conservationist of the|cooperator with the district,
Soil Conservation Service in along with
 Burlington. Franklin

Gerst of
Vine

Ernest
township,

#  “Recent work has included | Gehring, south of Burlington,

completion of nearly * two Fred ”\:fn'n,gor of Yarmouth,
miles of tile outlet terraces Ru"“‘:“ Stanturf of Sperr.v and
and a couple of farm ponds,” Ra.;.' Iei(fraen of Morning Sun. |
the conservationist said. Isml a;\'lnf,'t commissioners
also recently approved
“In the drainage line, Leon construction of a group
Luttenegger of Kingston has terracing project on the Verner
finished a s e drain system'Amenell and Hazel Blake farms
which completes the job started in Huron Township.

= 5 e =
Sept. 3 THE MEDIAPOLIS NEW ERA |

PROJECTS REPORTED

) |
The past few dry weeks has made

way for an early start on fall
soll conservation work in Des
Moines County according to Dis=
trict  Conservationist, Ralph

NEW CONSERVATION

‘Merit Award
‘To Burlington

¢ STATE = CONSERVATIONIST,
WILSON T. MOON, of Des Moines
announced this week that a
Certificate of Merit has been
awarded to the Burlington Work
Unit of the USDA Soil Conser=

vation Service, The award was
presented Thursday by Area Con=
servationist, John Eckes of Fair=
field in recognition of sustained
above average performance for
the fiscal years 1968 and 1969,
During this period the Soil Con=
servation staff in Burlington
made great advances in estabe
lishing tile outlet terrace sys=-
tems in Des Moines County. The

staff was headed by John T,
Baker, who has recently left the
area to take on other duties with
USDA. Conservation Technician, .
Harry Bryant and State Clerk,
Mrs, Mildred Kleinkopf are the
other staff members.

Baker and Bryant also received
cash incentive awards for their
performance during this period,

~¢8 Trees Profitable
.On Some Farms .

GLENN PETERSON has ]US’Y“
completed a pond on his farm
north of Burlington in Benton|
township. Fall rains and winter
snow will have to be depended
upon to fill it.

Sepr. 1

Forest
jenterpris
lands in

southe.

ry can be a profitablejto do downhi
e for farmers on hilly|well be clear cut to start over.” s
t Towa,|

I, and may as

The coming of the pulp and

‘according to District Conserva-| paper industry to the area

tionist  Ralph  Dey
Burlington

Soil  Conservation
technicians gathered
/Shimek State Forest
Farmington earlier in

0 f| has made a good outlet for

hardwood timber which

Service otherwise had litle market
at| value. Any logs or cuttings
near| over five inches in diameter
the| are usable to the paper in-

month to discuss ways of using dustry.

forest land more profitably,

Timber areas, plante
Camps in the 19
observed by

C. R. Witmer; of
Witmer pointed out 2
1ave been \
15 areas poorly managed.

Trees, Posts.Pay
iic crop of Ch
e posts and

nagement on a well

.:'.'l.hcr stand, i
& claims |

y CCC
's were
group under
ea forester

“With an increasing market
available, small timber areas
on rough parts of the farm will
become more profitable under
good management,” Dewey

claims. “Some of our soils are

ideally suited to tree production
r than cropland

acre should be planned

accord t land use,'
the ¢ nist concludes
ty|“‘Helping farmers make such

s can pay for the costs of|land use decisions is the work
run |of Soil Conservation Service,”
e forester|

> other hand, the
naged stand is beginning

BDet, 15

Dewey of the Soil Conservation

| Service in Burlington,

~

““Recent workhas included com=
pletion of nearly two miles of
tile outlet terraces and a couple
of farm ponds,” the conserva=
tionist points out. |

‘‘In the drainage line, Leon Lut~
tenegger of Kingston has finished
a surface drain system which
completes the job started by,
building a drainage outlet ditch|
ten years ago.”’ |

Luttenegger is listed as a new
cooperator with the Soil Conser=
vation District, along with Ernest
Gerst of Franklin Township, Vine
Gehring, south of Burlington,
Fred Vantiger of Yarmouth, Rus~ |
sell Stanturf of Sperry and Ray
Petersen of Morning Sun. 1

Soil District Commissioners
also recently approved construc= |
tion of a group terracing project
on the Verner Amenell and Hazel
Blake farms in Huron Township,

Tsepr. T
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TAP Holds
Up Meeting
The Des Moines county’
Technical Action Panel meeting
has been postponed for a week

because of conflicting obliga-
tions of members.

The October meeting will
| be held at 1:30 p.m. Friday,
| Oct. 31, in the Soil Conserva-

tion Service office, on the.

[

i
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POOL PLAYING

} Double
L Answer

By KEVIN MCCORMALLY

Breaktime is
{at Producti
| Burlington.

now pool {ime

5, w0t in

employes to use during their
free time. The table is one of
two donate o the workshop
by private citizens

the Technical Action Panel

(TAP) for the tables.
TAP, y gro

iup of state and federal

county, took a t

employes of
Inc., can now practice their skill during breaktime.
Ronnie Weiler, 131 S, Fifth, takes aim as other

i

L il

Productions,
sheltered

workshop.

The table

employes look on during a morning break at the
is one of two
donated to the workshop by private citizens.

list

are

Towa leads in corn,

It might be a profitable enter-
prise, a local Technical Action
Panel (TAP) meeting was told
here Friday afternoon.

ject over to the local Exten-
sion Service office for pilot
studies.

Agriculturalists, in discussing

Twelve TAP members were
at Friday's meeting at the Con-
servation Service office in the

-

include
servation clubs, Izaak Wallon
League, and FISH.

second floor of the federal ~
building. .
Ralph E. Dewey, TAP chair-
man,
members to help assemble a
of resource groups and
individuals in the area who may
be of help to TAP programs.
These would be in addition
to the govermment
with which members already

said he has asked

agencies

and would
YWCA, con-

concerned,
YMCA,

et 3o

beans.

<T:\L‘_>“‘~""t‘-’<’l‘ f\'Olfk\fl('l; at H9 A new lowa commercial har- Next step, according to would be needed to make the state TAP is fo facilitate and
\_?'lL?..‘ Dow, Bagca P‘\’“; _‘-”:i‘ vest of catfish from farm Ralph Dewey, district conser- commercial growing of catfish assist private and state and
set up in the building for the ponds? vationist, is to turn the pro-  profitable.

local government efforts to pro-

mote rapid, widespread rural

area development.

CIRAS Research !

Ken Rutherford, Madison A preliminary report indi- faderal building. The national A . : !
Rd., and Mrs. Antoinetie cated that a catfish crop from the possible new rural money- TAP is made of Department of Research on the feasibility of
Eggleston, 110 Fleming Ct., farm ponds could be profitable maker, said they felt that run- Agriculture representatives in 3 C ymmercial catfish harvest <
answered a <all put out by if it's done on a volume basis. ning water or aerated ponds county agencies, Purpose of was done by the Center for In-

FISH?

tions, Inc. about : r
f During our \
§ ;"‘“"‘"‘;"‘3 "‘"'" S the “employes**love’ dustrial Research and Service mum production,” Lyon, ex- J
eeded 00 [ { o s i ]
‘E De (\:\ s 3 ol (CIRAS) of Towa state univer- plalr:ied. a {
2 ; il | tiote : “Ideas rather n answers
g WAR T ctarte sity’s department of science and : )
After the tour SAriS] A 5 are searched out by CIRAS,” ne
me during technology
: pes . ' added.
’ their Robert A. Lyon, industrial

| Hawk

stored

would be set

specialist from Davenport, dis-
cussed the aims of CIRAS with
TAP members

‘CIRAS fries to help small in-
dustry in the reaching of maxi-

Lyon illustrated his talk with
colored slides of Burlington and
West Burlington small indus
tries, emphasizing the special-
ized capabilities of firms here.

s
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I0WA FARM BUREAU SPOKESMAN

DES MOINES COUNTY

FB members are among those with an early start on soil conserva

T ———— My

\

' Conservation
 Projects Done

| Contractors in the past week
§ have completed work on a

w |.couple of erosion control
1

projects in Des Moines county,
it was reporied by Ralph E.
Dewey, SCS district con-
seryationist.

In Benton township, Glenn
Petersen has built an erosion
control dam which is doing
several jobs at once. It is built
.| along a line “fence, making/
maintenance of the boundary
fenceline easier for the farmer
and his neighbor. The dam
checks the runoff water from
| about 15 acres of land,
ieliminaling flooding hazards
*! below. |

An excellent wildlife area
kas been created with pros-
pects of a fine fish pond,
water and shelter for wild
game. And an emergency
1 water supply is now available |

' near the farmstead as a |
safety factor against fire, |
Dewey said.

| Earlier this summer, Dale|
| Heater of Mt. Union built a
| pond on a steep area of his
| farm ‘near Morning Sun. This
week he completed the erosion}
gontrol project by constructing
¢ a diversion terrace above a low
)?J lying field. The purpose of this
I8 practice is to keep hillside
water from running off to

l damage lower cropland areas.
These practices were all
designed and copstruction
i supervised by technicians of the
Soil Conservation Service|
assisting the Des Moines cuunr)"
soil conservation district. Thelt
service is available to an)one‘t
having land use problems. |

i

N

6¢P‘fl ’1

The past few dry weeks have
made way for an early start on
foll soil conservation work in Des
Moines county, according to Ralph
Dewey, district conservationist of
the Soil Conservation Service inj
Burlington

“Recent work has included com-

farm ponds,” the L'l-nh'l\.llwnlsl‘
points out

“In the drainage line, Leon Lut
tenegger of Kingston has finished
a surface drain system which com-
pletes the job started by building
a drainage outlet ditch 10 years
ago.”

Luttenegger is listed as a new
cooperator with the Soil Conser-
vation district, along with Ernest

'| Gehring, south of Burlington: Fred
turf, Sperry; and Ray Petersen,

Morning Sun
Soil district commissioners also

recently. approved constructign of

g project on i
I I..'

€ ind H Bl
farms in Huron township

W‘Farm Silt Major
Pollution Source

tillage practice, . and the onclco a3 N
{which will do the most to|CMMissioners session,

Silt from agricultural land is most of the

Gerst of Franklin township; Vine |l

Vantiger, Yarmouth; Russell Stan-ljor not to plow —" the

|

sl S

Fall Plowing

e LI

Can

|
| °
pletion of nearly 2 miles of tila
outlet terraces and a couple of ea O rOSlOn I
’ [

District Conservationist Ralph wind erosion hazards of next
Dewey of the Soil Conservation spring will rest upon our actions
Service in Burlington lists a|now.”
number of problems that| Among the problems created
farmers will be creating if they by wind ‘erosion:
continue fall plowing soybean| 'y A gue loss of a natural
stubble as in the past. {resource — our productive soil

“It will soon be the season|— the place we need for
for decision — whether {o plow planting our crops.

conservationist states, “And Duf‘particles of available plant food
are usually the first to be blown
b away.

3. Air pollution is created,
bothering rural and urban areas
alike.

4. Soil, moved by the wind,
seems to lose for a time its
ability to make things grow —
a sort of temporary sterility,

“Wind erosion is a particular:
problem on the loess, or!
windblown soils of our uplands|
and on the silty soils along the|
bottomland,” Dewey continued.
“Over 15 years of experiment
and experience have shown us|
ways to maintain high crop
production with minimum/
tillage of our soil.
simplest

Och. | !

waste pollution |prevent wind erosion, is simply

2. Loss of fertility —.the fine

conference. Mrs. Mildred Klein-|
[ kopf, district clerk, attended .a
mimmm‘!meetugg of conservation clarks

i S . "
|

| Conservation

‘Session Held

Representatives of Des Moines
county Soil Conservation Dis-
{trict attended a statewide meet-’
ing of district commissioners at|
Des Moines Jast week, '

Highlighting the annual con-{*
ference were talks by Kenneth|
|Crant, federal administrator of)
‘.the U.S. Soil Conservation Sery-|
ice; John C. Gillou, chief wat-i
erway engineer for Illinois, and | i
Sam Studebaker, head of theJ

Na{ional Association of Conser- '
vation Districts, {18
The speakers combined fo . ||
| challenge the Soil Conservation | [} '

) Districts to update their pro-
grams to meet the demands

of the 1970's, i

Their plea was echoed by, K
Gov. Robert D, Ray, who em- |
ghasi_zed that the need for ac-is
tion Is non-negotiable. It muyst'
tion is non-negotiab le, 1t must | |
be Aaccomplished. |
District Chairman Harcld Yohe
of Megiiapolis and District Con-
servationist Ralph Dewey of
Burlington  represented’  Des
Moines county district at the|

Id in conjunction withg, the |

'still the number one problem|from industry along the river

Gl : AaEvalo
of pollution to the Mississippi|¥2S mnf.ncdllo a r(.aU\?I;,

: . |narrow band for a few miles
river, according o Dr. .Jack|paiy the spot of injection into

. Gakstatter who recently|the stream. After that, the

completed studies of pollution in materials are well enough
the Burlington area diluted to reduce contamination
In response o questions about

“Unless the waste of sil- J i
river pollution, Gakstatter stat-

tation can be curbed, we are
in danger of the river ed thal there is little evidence
becoming strictly a barge |to prove that flood times have
canal with no place for fish |5 tendency to clean up streams,
or wildlife to survive,” the He
scientist claimed before the AT :
meeting of the lowa Chapter | controls will be made on pollu-
of the Soil Conservation |tion before this scenic stream
Society of America at Ames |'S ruined for recreation
last weekend. Attending the meeting from
the Burlington area were Ralph
Gakstatter, who works with Dewey, district conservationist,
the state hygienic laboratory, and Harry Bryant, conservation
told the conservationists that|technician,

expressed a hope that

Oet. 2

'fo avoid fall plowing of soybean ’ WE WANT TO AGAIN call'
stubble,” he declares. “Now is|to attention Ralph Dewey's
the tirae to make that decision
— keep the plow in the shed.”

\Catfish Farming

To Be Discussed

A special meeting on Catfish
farming will be presented by
two Jowa State University
representatives at Tuesday's
Technical  Action Panel
meeting
| Bob Moorman and Bob Lyo
{will present the program at 1:30
‘p m. at the Soil Conservation
Service office in the Federal

ns

building in Burlington

Moui (6

Wwarning about care in plowing
soybean fields that would be
|subject to erosion from the
winter winds. :
Many a road diteh is filled
|each winter with wind-blown |
|soll from a plowed field, It is’
the most fertile organic soill
(particles that blow first. Ralph
J;i district conservationist with'

the Des Moines County Soilsy
District. ',




In The

Hawk-Eye
Spotlight

A move to undo
man’s undoing

By LES PECK
“Man himself is the greatest
threat to his environment. . .we
have successfully
contaminate what we have not yet

now begun to
destroyved.”

So spoke J. George Harrar of
the Rockefeller Foundation about
pollution,

Like Harrar, there are people in
Des Moines county beginning to
face up to the fact that Man is
covering his Earth with a deadly
blanket of polluted air and is turn-
ing his once-magnificent rivers
into sewers.

But unlike some other people,
there are Des Moines county citi-
zens who aren’t just concerned
about the pollution erisis but are
willing to commit themselves to
doing something about it.

* Kk K

IT APPEARS this county will
soon have a group of citizens—call
them a committee, commission,
agency or control board—that is

attempt to get it halted, If the
voluntary approach fails, the citi-
zens will turn to the county health
board to enforce state and local
Jaws to eliminate the pollution.

“In effect, what we would be is
a public relations arm for the coun-
ty health board,” Robert Holstein
said. Holstein, an insurance agent,
is acting as a spokesman until the
group takes definite shape. The
idea was first proposed through &
special projects committee of the
Kiwanis club of which Holstein is
chairman.

A meeting will be called prob-
ably within the next two weeks
| with at least representatives from
§ Kiwanis, and Lions, to
{form a nucleus of the pollution
eontrol body.

Rotary,

going to hunt down pollution and |

L3 w »

‘ AS HOLSTEIN EXPLAINS it,

i ST TR

this is -how the system wauld

work:

—Individuals or firms causing
pollution would be told of the dan-
gers they are creating to the pub-
lic health and asked to comply
voluntarily in eliminating the pol-
lIution.

—If the violators refuse, ' the
offense will be referred to the
health board and its enforcement
officers to issue orders for com-
pliance under state and county
laws and regulations,

—If compliance has still not oc-
curred, the health board has the
power to prosecute violators in
court,

* Kk Kk

HOLSTEIN HAS FAITH in his
fellow county residents that the
majority will comply voluntarily
with the pollution crackdown. He
is joined in that feeling by Dr. R.
J. Cowles, health board chairman.

“Both as an individual and
chairman of the health board I
am delighted and pleased that
there are citizens interested in this
very great, world-wide problem

i that is most acute in highly-indus-
{ trialized countries.

“We that this citizens
group will be able to solve most or
all of the problems. We like to
feel that the citizens of Des Moines
county are community-minded so
when nuisances are brought to
their attention they will act to
eliminate them voluntarily in the

hope

spirit of good citizenship,’

" Cowles
said.

Holstein and Cowles both point-
ed out that such a citizens group
can also mean savings to county
taxpayers.

“We would a gratis
basis rather than add expense to
tax bills,” Holstein said. “This
will be much more economical for
the county,” Cowles said. “When
legal action is necessary, at least
part of the cost is borne by the
the general county tax fund.”

work on

X X K

IN CASE anyone thinks the

Volunteers. . .
(Continued on Page 3.)
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*NEW TERRACES
COMPLETED

Nearly ten miles of modern,
tile outlet terraces have been
built this fall by farmers in
Des Moines County to bring com=
plete erosion control to 500 acres
of cropland, the soil conservation
district announces. Andthereare
still several terracing projects to
be completed.

One of the outstanding terrace
projects is at the lowa Army
Ammunition Plant along the south
side of the Geode blacktop, where
lessees Beck and Wagner have

installed 2800 feet of terraces on
Jand to be cropped.

This project involved laying
several thousand feet of tile in
preparing outlets for the system.
All the terrace runeastand west,
so the farmers will have nodiffi=
culty in cropping and no point
rows tobattle. The average height
of the terrace ridges is about
a foot and a half, presenting very
little problem for conventional
farming.

The terrace channels will inter=
cept any runoff from the area
above and will allow the silt to
settle on the field, while carrying
excess water off through a tile
system. Such a system makes
it possible to crop the land more
intensively without the worry of
soil loss,

This practice is vitally im=-
portant in the Geode Watershed
where silting of the lake is being
prevented. Here, farmers Russell
Seymour, Carl Shumaker and
Mrs, Harlan Blakeway have con=
trolled their farms with terrac=

“l';l‘ other parts of the county

. modern structures have

ae:nL built by Wayne Kcstgr and

= | Ernest Gerst north ofBurlmgtona
Dale Hazen near Yarmouth anl
Kenneth Groe north of Danville in

recent weeks.

In The Hdtl’k-E,\'e Spotlight

Koy /768

concerned

NEARLY 10 MILES of
modern tile outlet terraces have
been built in Des Moines county
this fall, according to the soil|
conservation district |

This will bring complete|
erosion control to some 500'
acres of cropland.

One of the wm..dms"

projects is some 2,800 feet of

terraces along the Geode
blacktop west of
{Middletown on IAAP land
under lease to Beck and

Wagner. The terraces run east
and west and are parallel,
leaving no point rows. Several|
hundred feet of tile have been
laid to drain off the surplus
water  underground. The
average height of the terrace
ridges is only about 18 inches
and creates very little problem
for the operation of large
modem machinery,

THIS WORK is a yital part
of the erosion control program
in the Geode Lake watershéd.
Others who have brought their|
farms under this control
program aré Russell Seymour, 5
Carl Shumaker and Mrs, Harlan. O\
Blakeway. Their farms are \b
south and southwest of Danville. |

Parallel terraces have alsog
been built on the Wayne Kester|
and Earnest Gerst farms north
of Burlington and by Dale| °
Hazen, southwest of Yarmouth,| ™
and Kenneth Groe north of|~\
Danville.

Dr. R.E. Lofgren, .‘h’«hapolis.i
dentist and owner of a farm|
north of Danville, was quxle{
pleased to be selected as ihe|
|Tandlord who received this|
lyear's county award for
conservation work on his farm. |

(Continued from Page 1.)

Al -
' Volunteers Welcome

pollution control body would be|primarily

withjof Burlington. The regulations

nothing but a group of do-
gooders with “only good

intentions and little knowledge,
the citizens group will include
technically-minded people with
experience in analyzing
pollutants and what to do to
control them

For instance, a group of
chemists and engineers at the
Iowa Army Ammunition Plant
have volunteered their se
in the po figh
analyze waler and air samples,
supplementing the facilities of
the health department.

The Soil Conservation Service,

agricultural pollution, is ready
to offer its proven advice in
proper land management and
soil control.

Other public-minded groups,
not only in Burlington but in
West Burlington, Danville and
Mediapolis as well, are invited
by Holstein to join in a
»pordinated anti-pollution
ampaign

AN IMMEDIATE goal will be
to support a set of proposed
rules and regulations to control
nuisances in the area of the
county mot in the city limits

will give the health board more
teeth in combating pollution

Experts tell us in this countr)
alone is pouring 143 million tons
of pollutants into the air in :
single year. World population
expected to double to seve
billion by the year 2000, wil
create a critical demand on our
limited water supply.

Many feel the
passed for action againsi|
pollution. Some Des Moines
county citizens hope not as they
start their campaign to clean
up the poison that threatens
| Man's exisfence.

time  has
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Expert Talks |

TO RealtOrS ‘ MA catfish harvest from Des| 'Becausc the center is fo he Other business at the meeting|in use in Henry county and representati 1
s ropren: and how. ou'les County farm ponds financed only in part by |included a consideration of a regional planning ap;.)ro.:;ch aa‘;ng,pim“‘m . ‘CouLkyy
e C. : 'l'- : -;‘l may pecome a profitable federal funds, the TAP group €5 and regulations coatrolling| for the best use of county EI’urpme of TAP is
e Soil Conservation Service enterprise. discussed methads of helping nuisances having public health|services " | facilitate and 'mb{ vat 3
significance, a study of pollution| The local TAP is part of a state .41.:1 h;;al g;\c;;tfma;u

can help promote it we S Jim Hodges B " S, d
t re d , county extension fto secure toys and other I ationa T nade up of efforts in the promotion of wide-
8 s Y pract a ural area|national group p S P

| "|cussed here this weekend by'. | director, told Technical Action| necessiti ha
! = e K ) ies for the ci 3 s
Ralph E. Dewey, SCS district Panel (TAP) members Friday|- euter, numbering system such as that|Department of  Agriculture spread rural development.
conservationist. that 115 “yes” responses came| >
p-

from 140 inquiries to county| v
farmers regarding interest in

the commercial raising of = =
Ralph catfish. ~E a_g
o Towey | Twe!ve county businesses, EEE é f §->‘. i
N ? including local restaurants A e S EEY
J hotels, said they are inter- -1 EyESE A
ested in being an outlet = § o R ;._.fi bl
mﬂl“k(‘i for Iowa's farm pond @ £g ;':E E EE q,—?i l'.
” s S - - -
, Speaking to the Burlington Collah, gtoines i > 2 §3'§ 2 g EE !
Board of Realtors, Dewey point- A preliminary report at the B o L We g;
ed out how a complete stand- group's September meeting © | T 5'“; o2o g #
R R ; indicated that a catfish crop o Fn =5 = C
ard soil survey can benefit the | from farm ponds could be BE el Z3Z8
real estate business as well as profitable if done on a volume =E __-'O-u <52
the entire county. basis ‘Sx. é 5 g85%d
& : s Es B
“Des Moines county is los- olsfoifmld;grp ‘;'as SREL a0 D) s §EE E 3 g g‘
a est, - [ [
x‘ ing its place in line because “Since there is interest.” %‘E S 7 g o =
others in the state are willing Hodges said, “immediate future| ﬁ SE=A8 TEj s
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Dewey said. of expert advice.” | h e T g_cl )
Sources recognized as| 2E2 26 B33 ? A
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ton. science and technology, Ames, 3 §ERE S =3 §§
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technicians, include finding i k:]ﬂs}] Genyesting pujtherarca cESEE B e
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been a part of the “‘exploding” 0o, g =
urban land use that other com- < ) 2 Q%
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Pollution eontrol — which will TS GOAL: Education to de
undoubtedly be one of the ve pollution practices
!l biggest domestic issues in the ament of anti-pollu-

Pollution Control Council Formed Here

first week of April to explain
the Pollutian Council's plans
and to recruit more members,

Smith is chairman of a by
committee with mem!

Dick | meeting last August

United States in the 70's — is| tior Thas Cauncll. ~ exodel { Riepe and Floyd Franklin Major worry cited then was health board
taking root here ITS BOUNDARY: None 3 o Pects 10 Ralph Dewey and Ken Rubin|Mississippi river p The council intends
ITS FORM: The Pollutior Pollut T ey ,”‘,(, fecevera of $100 from are on the educatic com-| the council quickly ¢ education e

Env tal Control Coun u ; ""’?““ S| the Lions, Kiwanis, and Rolary | mittee, and Martin, Riepe, and pe to e brace persuasion
a non corporation formed| = y “‘, IW"]‘ I}” clubs to for  initial Bruce Werden are handling ironment ) 0 fioa) B v
Tuesday night. [0 i\‘f]) ' "’_“L "“d”e‘(penses. mailing | publi¢” refaticns. r caused

-f‘f’ & 2 » “" ”»"‘ ?" | costs The pollution committee grew | body, an indust the
- — an secretary,  Said|Three committees have been out of ‘concern expressed by citizen )

. WE NOTICE even {
' ground has been fe
Povered with snow the winds

vell

.

week ago started to blow
‘os:;i’off U\egplwed fields. It
could get a lot worse before
the winter is over. Looks like
Conservationist Ralph Dewey's
warning of a few weeks ago

abgut this danger was very |

trimely.
14 70

A/la'\l

officers are
urance

can Counci
Holstein 1
man; Dal Jc

air-
jonal Re-
rer; and

forms of
Mainly
and land
1 also
llution and
> yaterr Pollution
complaints can be phoned tof
ty hall and will be referred
proper or county

ies or this committee."”

er

10! ba

to the

Martin said a public meei-
ing is tentatively planned the

Conservation
Honors Given

On Nov. 12

The Des Moines county Soil
| Conservation District will hold
its annual banquet at 6:30 p.m
Nov. 12 in the Danville Com-
munity hall, to honor out-
standing conservation farmers
ih the district 5

Awards will go to the out-
standing new cooperator, land-
|lord-tenant farm and owner-
|operator. The banquet is
sponsored by local banks.

The program will include a
presentation by Sylvan Runkel,
well-known conservation bio-
logist. He will give a film talk
about forest communities

Runkel is a biol
with the state
He i

aduate Irom

ersity

[YoU: t‘itﬁ

Award

which was te trade for a 2- All family members are
row combine. active in the community. Troute
Soil Com

Farm Family

The i at Mt
Pleasant s named Mr. and
Mrs. Rex H. Troute and their
family as its Farmers Home
Administration Farm Family of
the Year.

They live one mile southwest
of Burlington.

Mr. and Mrs. Troute, afier
one year's experience operating
a farm, applied for their first
FHA loan in January, 1959. This

When the Troutes sta
farming in 1958, the) J
renting 178 acres, with 105 crop
acres on a livestock-share basis
from Rex's mother, Dorothy A
Troute. At present, the Troutes
farm 400 acres with approxi-
mately 300 crop acres, part of
which is cash rented and the
balance is on a  crop-share

son, Rex L., is a club president.
attend the First Methodist
have ¢
xtension,

ing the

for an operating loan of &
$2,600.00 to purchase a tractor, S
plow, disc, | r,  4TOW They are presently feeding

120 head of calves and are
increasing their hog operation.

Since this first lean, the | They have four children: Rex| The “FHA
Troutes have obtained twelve | L., Diana, Carla and Todd, who Family of the Year”
subsequent lcans the last of |attend séhool in Burlington. |named in April.

nder, and

Farm
will be

A < -~ { S

FARM FAMILY OF THE YEAR.
Mr. and Mrs, Rex Troute and their
four children were named Farm Fam-
ily of the Year by the local Farmers
Home Administration office Thurs-

and state Family of the Year. Troute,
who moved to the country as an
adult, said, “We thoroughly enjoy
what we are doing but T doubt we
would be farming today if it were nof
for FHA.”

day. One of 48 families named in

Towa, they will be eligible for district

formed, Martin said. Sherman | Holstein and Smith representing; * The council has no enforce-
; = Labigicd| ;

laws|the Kiwanis at a city council|{ment power of its own; that

| rests primarily with.the county

to use
onal

te pollu-
ethods fail,
pfess for legal

health




STATE S0IL CONSERVATION
COMMITTEE OF IOWA — NOTICE OF
| ELECTION OF COMMISSIONER FOR
THE DES MOINES COUNTY SOIL
CONSERVATION DISTRICT, E M-
BRACING LANDS LYING IN THE
COUNTY OF DES MOINES IN THE
STATE OF 10WA:

To 8!l owners and-or operators of
fands lying within the Des Moines County
Soll Conservation Distric!, comprising the
territory described as follows:

All land lying within the boundaries
of Des Moines County, lowa
exclusive of incorporated cities and
fowns.

Notice is heredy given that on e
12th day of February, 1970, between
the hours of 11:00 AM, and 2:00 PM,
jan election will ba held for the election
iof commissioners for the Des Moines
{County Soll Conservation District,

All ‘owners and-or ooerators of (ands

llying  within sbove  meniioned

ferritory are efigible to vote
Polling places for tne election are
as follows
Municipal Auditoriom
Burlinglon, lowa

residing  with

| will
the day of election, may apply In person
or In writing to. the Counly Auditor
at  Burlington, lowa, for ‘‘absentee
ballots.” Each applicant for an absentes
ballet shall state his neme, residence
ocation, and acreage of land ewned
1 or possessed, and Interes! therein
State Soil Conservation Commiftes

l By: Wayne Casey

G;f %@:ﬂ 6 702,
—_— S —

goil District
Election Feb. 12

Soll Conservation District Com=
missioner, Henry Dockendorff of
Danville announced that the bien-
nial election for district com=
missioners will be held at the
Farm Service Company meeting
on February 12, 1970.

According to the district
spokesman, three commis=
sioners will be elected this year.
‘‘Because of changes authorized
by the last legislature, we are
shifting from a three man to a
five man board,” Dockendorff
states. “This will allow oroader
representative across the dis-
trict.” »

Candidgtes for the three open-
ings inclule, S. S, Barton of Med-
iapolis, Clyde Scherer of Bur=-
lington, Albert Schultz of Flint
River Township, Darrell Tucker
. of Pleasant Grove Township and

' William Vierling of Huron Town=
ship.

The candidate gaining the most
votes will automatically be elect-
ed to the six year term, accord-
ing to Dockendorff.. Second high
receives the four year term and
third will be 01 a two year term.

All land owners or operators on
the Soil Conservation District
are eligible to vote.

Harold Yohe of Mediapolis,
present district chalrman, will
be retiring from the board after
a 5ix year term. Rex Troute of
Burlington will remain on the
board.

ration |to fiv
CURASEYBA. board will allow broader repre-

i, *°| sentation across the district,”|
held at Memorial auditorium in| o ented Henry Dockendorff
| of Danville, a member of me\

iMoines county soil
district commissioners will be

Burlington Feb. 12. .
| There will be three commis-| commissioners.

because of changes authorized
by the 1969 legislature, ex-(
| Burlington, Albert Schultz of

River to

'SCS Votes
n Feb. 12

The biennial election for Des|panding the board from thrce.

e members. ‘The larger

|

|

Candidates for the three
openings are S. S. Barton of
Mcdiapolis, Clyde Scherer of |

Flint River township, Darrell
Tucker of Pleasant Grove
township, and William Vier-
ling of Huron township.

The candidate gaining the|
most votes will serve a 6-year
term, second-high the 4year|
term and the third place vote-|

getter will be on a 2-year term. |
term., [

All landowners or operafors
in the county are eligible to
vote, Dockendorff said.

Harold Yohe of Mediapolis,
district chairman, will be
retiring from the board after
a 6-year term. Rex Troule of
Burlington is a holdover
member.

. S. Barton, Yellow Spring
township; Clyde Scherer, Union

Albert Schulz, Flint
wnship; Darrell Tucker,

4 T
— -
|

Three New Men
On Soil Board

New commissioners on Lhej(59 votes) will start a 4year
newly-expanded Des Moines/term and Vierling (51 votes) |
County Soil Conservation begins a 2-year term when the
district ‘board will be Albert|new board holds its organiza-
Schalz, Flint River township; |tional meeting Monday night.

S.S. Barton, Yellow Springs
twp.; and Willilam Vierling,

Also on the agenda for the

iy conservation district’s session
A Monday is a discussion with
Those  winners were | Boy Scout leaders on the |
announced Thursdsay night | prospects of starting a
after elections to replace | conservation-oriented Explor-
outgoingCommissioner | ers post in the county.

Harold Yohe, Mediapolis, and |
to expand from three to five
the number.of seats on the

Carry-over = members are,
Henry Dockendorff, Dam'llle,l

board as autborized by’ the | and Rex Troute, Burlington,

Iowa legislature last year.

The election was held in
| coordination with the annual|

Schullz, top vole-getter with Farm Services meeting at|
62 ballots, takes over Yohe's| Memorial auditorium here.

6-year full term, while Barton|

SOIL CONSERVATION
ELECTIONS HELD

An election for soil conserva=
tion district commissioners was
held Thursday, Feb. 12, at Bur=
lington to choose three new offi=
cers for the Des Moines County
District. Balloting was held at
the Municipal Auditorium incon-
nection with the annual Farm Ser=
vices meeting, and those elected
were Albert Schulz from Flint
River Township, S.S, Barton from
Yellow Springs Township and
William Vierling of Huron Town=
ship.

Albert Schulz, having received

Pleasant’ Grove township and
am  Vierling, Huron
township, are candidates for
three vacancies on the Des
Moines County Soil District
Board of Commissioners who
will stand for election
Thursday

The polls will be open from
11 am. to 2 p.m. at the Bur-|
lington Memorial Auditorium,
The board is being expanded‘
from three to five members. |

Harold Yohe, Mediapolis,
Henry Dockendorff, Danville,)
and Rex Troute of Burlington|
are the present commissioners.
Landowners and farm opera'\ors‘
will vote in the election.

HENRY DOCKENDORFF,
Danville, was elected chairman
of the Des Moines County Soil
{district commissioners and Rex

i| Troute, Rt. 1, viee president, at
| the board meeting held since the
election of three new members

on Febr. 12

Harold Linder, Sperry, was
|reeleated secretary and Horace
Sutton, Burlington, was relected
treasurer. Linder and Sutton are
nob members of the board of
commissioners.

Other commissioners are S. S
Barton,  Mediapolis
Schulz, Rt. 3, and Wi
ling, Mediapolisy all elected on
the 12th to expand the board
from three to five members

Harold Yohe, also of Medi-
apoli completed a six-year

on the board of commijs-

sioners

the highest number of votes with

62, will assume the six year

term being vacated by present

commissioner Harold Yohe of

Mediapolis. S. S. Barton with 59

votes takes on a four year term
and Willlam Vierling .with 51
votes takes the two year ternm.
Henry Dockendorff of Danville
and Rex Troute of Burlington
are carry-over members mak-
ing up the new five man board
of commissioners,

An organizational meeting of the
new board is planned for Monday,
Feb. 16, at which time, the com=
missioners will meet with Boy
Scout representatives to discuss®
prospects of organizing a con-
servation oriented explorer post
in the area.

- —— i —_ — —— .

Walt’s
words

By Waller Eyre
career underwriter

Congratulations to .Harold

Yohe, Yellow Spring township

mer, who has just completed
m as Des Moines

cqunty soil district commission-
f. Harold did not run for re-
lection. A big thank you for
A iob well done, Harold. We know

will keep on boosting soil
ing as you have on your own
rm




WHILE WEATHER has not
been conducive to field work
or earth-moving, the earth-

movers, like the farmers have
been able to do some work
Work has been started on
three erosion control dams in
the Des Moines County Park
Area in Franklin Township.

IT HAS BEEN POSSIBLE (o
do some file work gelting a
start on early spring work or
rather some winter work in
before spring. Herbert
Scheihing, Franklin township,
has been able to install nearly
a mile of plastic tile the past
few. weeks. Kenneth Baird,
north of Mediapolis, has drained
a large area with nearly two
miles of tile.

IN THE WESTERN part olr
Yellow Spring township, south
of Morning Sun, Talmage
Mehaffy has joined with
Rachel Marshall in installing a
10-inch tile outlet across the
Marshall farm. Thisiwill make |
possible the drainage of a small

Soil Stewardship

Resources and Renewal will
be the main theme of national
Soil Stewardship Week May 3-
10

Henry Dockendorff of Dan-
ville, distrigt chairman of the
Des ‘Moines county Soil Con-
servation district, said a
brochure spotlighting  this
theme has been mailed to all
pastors in the county “urging
celebration of this important
week in area churches.”

“We hope this booklet will

be widely used in Des Moines
county during Soil Stewardship
week," Dockendorff said. He |
that the brochure
“brings out that although soil
stewardship is a major respon-
sibility in rural areas, the fu
ture of cities also depends upon
our care of the land.”

Soil - Stewardship involves
accepting the responsibility to
renew the resources which arel
being drained from the land,
Dockendorff said.
= .

explained

large Amount

Systems

Aask Church Aid In Cut Gosts

Farmers can cut corn and
bean production costs by $5 to
$10 an acre, according to the |
experience of farmers who have
been using reduced tillage and
mulch tillage systems.

CHISEL PLOWING ‘has some'"
advantages of being able to|
apply anhydrous fertilizer with
the chisel. This incorporates
]about one-fourth of the trash
into topsoil, leaving the|
| remainder as a mulch to|
protect the soil. A simple
disking ahead of planting will|
take care of last minute weed|
control.

ROTARY TILLAGE m\ohe.s,
a flail type tiller, and is most |
effective when used in a narrow

A recent field study in Wash-
mgton county by soil conserya-

Des Moines County DL‘"““ leaf out to protect the ground.

| Honists and extension service
{ agronomists
values of these new approaches | g ol Fagire]  TRIh: [oa Wi

points up

to cropping.
Conservationist  Ralph
Dewey, attending the

ference, said reduced nllage|
spreading  to|lin that the ridge is left several

practices
southeast lowa from western | inches high and will dry out

counties.

“Western lowa felt the need |In this method crops are
for mulch tillage earlier in
|order to conserve their limited
Is0il moisture,”

‘‘Progressive
eastern Iowa see the value of|r

reduced tillage in terms’ c&! THE NO TILL method uses

savings

Four major systems have |

are

farmers i

in time and money.’
Four Systems

con-» RIDGE PLANTING has an

Dewey states.

band. A 10 to 15-inch band is|
rotary tilled ahead of the
planter. Then the tillage area
] is changed to culvitate the area
| between rows. This leaves a

| surface until the com plant can

advantage on cool, wet soils,

and warm up earlier in spring.

planted right in the old ridge
without plowing or disking.
Cultivation is done by bringing
niirash up from belween the
FOWS.

a special fluted coulter to open
up and prepare a narrow (2-
inch) band for planting. Herbi-
cices are used for weed control

watershed  « including the
establishment of tile intake )
|terraces. ‘

da tile

ON THE SCHROCK Farms,
in Huron township, some lile
have been placed to supplement |
drainage system
established some 70 years ago,

|
|

Looks like the flu epidemic has

about run its course. George Rob-
erts and Velma Orr of the Med-
iapolis Farm Service Elevator

are back at work with the full
staff on the job in the office
Mrs. Mildred Klimhopf of the soil
conservation office is back again
The. flu took her off the job the
week she came back from a long

illness

Harry Bryant, area conserva
tionist for the Soil Conservation
Service, will start college work

at Western Illinois Community,
He will continue to work about
2 days per week

The Des Moines County Soil
Conservation District report . has
been mailed to most farmers in
the county. If you did not receive
a copy, call the SCS office in
the Federal Building

Of Conservation |

The last year of the decade of
the 1960’s showed a continued
interest of Des Moines County
farmers to conserve their re- |

maining soil, according to figures

1
l

presented by the U.S, Soil Con=
servation Service in Burlington,
District Conservationist Ralph
E. Dewey points out that despite
a tight money situation, local
farmers still see the value of
investing in sound erosion
control,

Topping the list of accomplish=
ments is nearly,25 miles of tile
outlet terracing, the third big-
gest year in the history of Des
Moines County Soil Conservation
District. The forty-six erosion
control dams constructed in1969
nearly doubles any previous work
in any year,

“During the past ten years,
construction of waterways has
fallen off to some extent,” Dewey
claims, “A big factor in this
trend is the use of tile outlet
terracing, which eliminates the
need for leaving grass water=-
ways on much of the fields,”

“Tile drainage is essential to
the suceess of our terracing pro-
gram,” the conservationist con=
tinues, “Over a quarter of a
million feet of tile was installed
in 1969 - most of it in connection
with terrace outlets,’”

Other  accomplishments in
erosion control during the year
included 982 acres: of pasture
improvement, six farm _ponds,
28 acres of grass waterways, 17
acres of tree planting, four miles
of open drahm and conversion of
3170 acres of rough land'towﬂd-
lite areas,

[~Z=10

| Both the farmer and the city|cases, steep banks on sides of
dweller have a stake in cutting|roads led to erosion.
soil erosion and silt problems,| Soil and Water Conservation
Ralph Dewey, district ‘Week starts Sunday. - While
conservationist, told  the| . Pollution” has rece ntly
i SRR become a popular word, the
| Klwanls = i3S Des Moiazes County  Soil
| Conservation district has heen
fighting pollution for 25 years,
he asserted.
Ralph The local soil conservation
district has been in operation
Dewey  |since 1965, and, in 1967, silt|

| proven successful in cutting soil
and water losses without cutting
crop yields. With certain
Hnodxhcaﬂons‘ one of these
| methods should be suned to any

and the soil between rows is
untouched. This sytem can be
used even in old pastures by
killing the grass ahead of

farm situation,

planting.

= df

‘‘Farmers
Washington county tour hav
used many combinations ¢
these basic systems to fit thei
particular
Dewey points out, “Many area
of Des Moines county coul
|| benefit from mulch tillage,” h
continues,
level soils of the levee distric
| where wind erosion could b
| halted by the mulch cover.”
Farmers interested in reduc
ed tillage
contact the soil conservatio
service or extensien servic
offices in Burlmgum

B

visited i th
farm  problems,

“particularly th

systems  shoul

£ 1’1—'7 P

City Dweller Also Has
Stake In Conservation

On farms,
land become more productive
for the farmer, but it becomes
more valuable and adds fo the

“not only does the

q

|was officially recognized as a
pollutant, he said.

Farmers, caught in the price-
¢ost squeeze, he said turn to
the Soil Conservation Sevice, a
federal agency, for help. This
help includes a soil survey,
evaluation of conditi ons,

tax total," he explai
| And proper

land use,

he

pointed out, can conserve and

preserve public land.

He cited two cases where both
|the ‘city and county have erred
at a cost to taxpayers. In both

e

devel t and application of
a plan to cut silting and erosion.

The Soil Conservation Service,
he said, aids individuals and
groups as well as governmental
units such as Burlington and

Proper conservation prac-
tices, such as terracing and
dams, on a 40-acre tract could|
hold back as much as twoi
million gallons of water and,|
in a year’s time, keep 500 tons
of silt from moving into lakes
and ponds, he said.

Conservation, he

applies to rural clutte
as urban litter,

The first Des Moines County
| Soil Conservation district board

ointed out,

as mell

John Blaul and Edward Cling.
Other men who haye been
board members are : Howard
Gieselman, Kenneth Redfern,
Hugh Jamison, Homer Wood-|
ward, Walter Egre, Jack Pill-!
ing, Theodore Berning, Eugene
Schulte, Art Cormap, Harold
Yohe and present board mem-
bers Henry Dockendorff,  chair-|
man; Rex Troute, William
Vierling, S. §. Barton and

West Burlington.

Albert Schulz.

was made up of Noah' Schrock, |

L7
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The earth is the Lord's and|
the fulness thereof; the world|
and they that dwell therein.{
\ Psalms 24-1. 7

Stewardship of the soil is an| » (s
emotional thing — 2 moral |
standard for most farmers, but|
it's an economic thing as well. |

The benefits have been |
demonstrated by Des Moines |
county farmers who have
reclaimed eroded  gulleys,
renewed pastureland,
fmproved fertility and “nailed
down” the soil through
terracing and contouring.

Faced with the threatened
payments, a local conservation-

JUNE 1420 has beeny
Y| designated for the observance
| of Soil and Water Conservation§
Week by lowa Gov. Robert D. §
| Ray.
| s » -
| We have nmoticed manyj
streams that have flowed clear, §
and without the usual load of i
silt from fields. Our reasonsi
| for this situation we have stated
| above. Which leads us to the |
] observation that progress ISy
| being made against the causes
of soil erosion. Much work|

i P i but we are!
ist was unperturbed. “ihe | remains to be done ey
‘afarmers know  that lanu‘ making progress. Of that we
limprovement pays. They will| Ralph E. Dewey : are sure. y 4.,
\go ahead with the practices that ’ i The major soil-saving projec 1
|add to the value of their land,| Dewey eslimated that 5,000 of Keith Remner, west of|

dmany of which give immediate | acres have complete control of §

| returns on {heir investment,” |erosion through terrace systems® s | diversion terraces on !

the third biggest year in the | g jington. The last three listed

history of the soil conserva- |,.o the present commissioners. terraced.

vernment's share of installed in the past 10 years,§ former Wes Ewinger farm
.th:‘heAgBroicullure Conservation [4,000 acres controlled by the ‘ south of Geode p_af?, to protect
| Program in Des Moines county|230 dams, and approximately |55 | crop landh'mhl“_sd! moﬁ,i
the past 10 years was $699,906. 3,000 acres controlled by the | Some brushy timberland is
1t is estimated that Iarmersll’ll farm ponds. ‘“This amounts | = | being deared and gont?ol prac-
| themselves have spent an addi-[to about 20 complete sections | - | tices established. His d\verslol:;
| tional $1 million in soil and{of land under permanent | will protect some 30 acres
water conservation practices | erosion control,” he noted. crupl_aml.. . e B0
duing this period. Commissioners Ke.“'h 5 ‘h‘: d g S
| During 1969 there were 400 Farmiers who have served as erosion (.?nt\'_oth, ::lne outlet
' participating farms, nearly 4000t commissioners in the protecting it Wi ald *building
| per cent of the total in thej acic were C.E. Pilling, Media- terrace near an ol o
county, sharing in the $65,000 polis; Theodore Berning, site. '“3'-': u"ag:l Wlu\a?,w £
‘in federal funds under the ACP Med‘.apohs; Waltecs Evre | him fn&m ":,ditch‘fhﬂisfuuelre
| program. 3 Burlington; Eugene Schulte, s«]apara mcz{de terracing and
g S| Topping the Lt Of lg ringion; Arthur Corman, paag ol to fit in with
t accomplishments 1n t Sperry; Henry Dockendorff, drainage comi the Robert
© .0 county last year is nearly % |pDanville;  Harold Yohe, i some w@‘f:mngnonabove 5
g‘ miles of tile outlet terracing, |yfodianolis, and Rex Troute. || Fahlgren ¥ 5 §
£ ! which had been previously
'
.| tion district. In addition, Horace Sutton of nExnwrtt‘;'r icnmcxsllli,
iti ' 711|Burlington has served as Huron to! ip, has recently
aclrl'lesaicgll;.ans,wl::iffm:re‘:fe;em“district treasurer and Harold completed a terracing project |
i de. 479 acres of | Linder of Sperry as district on his farm.
Sl e J i rk includes about
~ |waterways installed, 171 farm | Secretary. This Wwo nclu

| three-fourths mile of earth-
moving and about the same
| length of tile drainage outlels.l
| The terrace controls drainage |
| of about 15 acres of cropland|
| that would have been
impractical to farm on the|
contour. Seven tile intakes have |
broekn up the drainage patiern|
into small section for control.
This work has made a far|
more practical farming setup|
than before the terraces were
built, Any erosion from the field |
is almost completely checked. |

ponds built, 230 erosion control| A tofal of 10 teachers were \
|dams, 222,000 feet of open| given scholarships helping

|drains, 437 acres of tree plant-| hem to attend the Teachers
)ipg and 2,300 acres of wildlife| copservation Camp at

areas provided. L § Springbrook state park.

Ralph Dewey, district
'icunserva\ionis(, said 1969 saw| Serving as district conserva-
46 erosion control dams|lionists were Ray H. Audsley
. _d' ‘conslmcled, nearly doubling|Who refired in 1965, John H.|

! J ‘I any previous work in a single| Baker, who transferred to the |
4 . ear. Office of Inspector General in

| “puring the past 10 years, 1969, and Dewey, who came in

construction of waterways has last July. Jack Jacobs, who|

fallen off fo some extent,” he|resigned in 1366 after 12 years, |

sald. ““A big factor in this trend |and Harry N. Bryant have been|

is the use of tile outlet conservation technicians and\

terracing, which eliminates the|Mildred Kleinkopf is district

need for leaving grasslderk.
waterways on much of thelss " .
fields. E:E.,;,,;%v? S 222252 22 |2
“Tile drainage is essential gj:_:g B et g:§:3§§ ;i =
: % B & : s |2
wlhesuccessofourlnracmg‘50:’1&5&”2@3 EE - 2213
i = ~
program,” Dewey said. “Over §S_g25§ | S & ik
] million feet | £ 20° 5 = £ & S e - &
:qpanrofa D 'ﬁ_:_:m& sl g°“§§§§§§§§%§ g
of tile was installed in 1969 | 25 87 5 SEESE sacscseazeg |8
— most of it in connection Ev;mags"gﬁg =S=SSS]2ZE8/KH 3
with terrace outlets.” é’éNE»._: 8Sc58
5 2
:-:rg i “580°‘3‘_~=.‘,§3 \
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Tha HAWK-EYE
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Hawk-

~ Welcome To
. The Battle .
By The Pros!

(In the following letter to The
Hawk-Eye, Ralph Dewey, district con-
servationist for Des Moines county,
expresses the feelings of many “pros”

| who have labored long in the battie
'i to save our environment.—Ed.)
[ At first I had a feeling of desolation—
| sort of like béing left off the team—as
| I saw the journalistic culmination of thi
local efforts of ‘‘Earth
Day—April 22", 1y
After 22 years of efe /*
fort on my own part and
literally thousands of §
man years of service ‘f§
and devotion to the cause
of soil and water con-
servation by conserva-
tionists in Iowa, to see
the Soil Conservation
District program’ com-
pletely ignored as a “‘Friend of Environ-
ment” was a little hard to swallow.

Sober reflection, however, has shown
me that Isam indeed thankful that a
large segment of the populace is at last
becoming concerned €nough to join tjhe
battle that a large number of rural-
oriented Towans have carried on for the
last 20 to 30 years.

The Soil Conservation district pro-
gram, begun in Towa in the early 1940's,
started in Des Moines county in Feb-
ruary of 1946. A dozen or more devoted
local farm men have served with no
salary to direct the district as commis-
sioners since then. They have done
everything within their power to encour-
age their neighbors to join them in
making better use of their land.

Dewey

Des Moines County Soil Conserva-
tion District is primarily a land-use
agency: It is operated from the “grass-
roots’. Its cooperators voluntarily fol-
low conservation plans to “use” their
land :hi]e halting runoff from the land.

Gra.tlh?wd. progress has been slow.
Working'with a total of nearly 1,200 land-
users in 25 years, we have probably
brought under control of erosion no more
than one-third of the area of the county.
Still, the district has been here, quietly

helping people to do this job on a vol-
untary basis.

Eyetems

AL

.

Agricultural land is now being re"co?

nized as the greatest source of@ollution
to our streams. Agreed. It likely always
has been this. But people, guiding their
efforts at the local lével, through soil
conservation districts, have been doing
something about the problem. Consider,
if you will, the condition our streams
might be in had these rural people not
gone to the trouble of controlling one-
third of the problem.

Soil Conservation districts have
been hamstrung for a generation be-
cause they have not been able to get
the public stirred up about erosion of
our natural resources. Without public
concern, too little support has been
forthcoming in either state or national
legislative bodies to provide a large
enough program to “Get the job done”.

We are grateful to the press for the
thousands of inches of publicity, freely
given, over the years. We are grateful
to the many educators who have shown
concern for the need of conservation
education. :

But, obviously, the public has tuned
sut our warnings through the press with-
out finding a ‘tause for concern. And

»ducators have ‘found conservation not |

popular enough to “integrate into their

curricula. |

ho.

Suddenly, we are the guys wearing

the white hats. Conservation of the

environment is BIG. It is EXCITING.

It is POPULAR.

We professional ‘and non-professional
conservationists may feel like saying,
“We told you so!” But, rather, we are
so relieved to have this groundswell of

public opinion backing up what we have ||

been promoting, that we can only say,
“Thanks, friends, and welcome to the
battle.

“May we, offér our expertise to yours
to get our environment back in order!"
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This is Soil-and Water Con-|of Danville as the fo

servation Week in Iowa. June|of local activity  for
1421 has been designated by|servation Week.
Gov. Robert E. Ray for this| The accompanying  sketch

event as locel soil conservation| map shows points of interest
districts prepare for the 33rd|for . those wishing to have a
celebration of the week. look  at what our farmers are
Des Moines County Soil Con-|doing to prevent erosion.
servation District chairman
Henry Dockendorff of Danville, been widely accepted in Des

has announced a self-conducted Moines county,” Dockendorff| 1. Eresion is controlled by|°f the ground in the low spots'said. “Most of them have fter-

tour of erosion control work in said. “With cost share help
the Geode Wztershed area west|f r o m the Agricultural Con-

Cost-Sharing Increase In
Tile Outlet Terrace Work

Tile outlet terraces have|
gained great favor among

farmers over the past four| poo moines county,” Thornton

years, according to reports| . o
from Des Moines county offices| said. “And the farmers have
spent at least that amount

of the Soil Conservation Service ]
and Agriculture Stabilization| and more of their own money
and Conservation Service. to get the job done.

V. Deans Thornton, ASCS| |, = )
office manager, points to the| ‘The ACP cost sharing pro-
gradual increase each year in|8ram has been moving toward
cost sharing funds used by locaj |10n8-term prachices SR ;5
farmers for terracing. Ilerracmg over the years,” the

ASCS official continued. “The

“These funds have been
spent on about 80 farms in

|ACP,

| The HAWK-EYE, Burlington, Towa, Sunday, June 14, 1970

cal point|servation Program of ASCS, as slopes to be farmed. In this
Con-|well as financial help from the way, runoff water is halted

State Consecvation Commission, [before it gathers force to erode
farmers have been encouraged
to use this valuable practice i) 2. Excess water held behind

The principles of tile outlet the terrace ridges is diverted
terracing are explained by Dis-""m underground_ tile lines
trict Conservationist ~Ralph|tiroush slotted pipe intakes

“Tile outlet terraces have Dewey of the Soil Conservation| nese are the corrugated metal to tell you of their experiences

Service: |pipes you will see sticking out

iplacing terrace ridges at ;:f !e",n‘(v?t.’ f\l:,kgs' 13}\, rvn;‘ov:nlg
regular intervals across the|''® €Xcess water through tile

systems, crops can make lhexrl

best growth.

3. Terrace channels are
graded to take surface water
away from low or flat areas,
where it is inclined to stand
{and drown out crops.

‘ 4. Many small waterways are
|eliminated, so there is no
problem of trying to keep them
sodded and protected from
{chemical damage.

“Costs of earthmoving and
tile drainage are the greatest
deterrent to terrace building,”
according to district con-
servationist Ralph _E Dewey,!,r erraces are phraliel
of the Soil Conservation Service !w!uch does away with point row
“Without the cost sharing of|problems.
there would be little| Dewey points out that the de-
encouragement for a farmer to| velopment of tile outlet terraces
help himself to the practice. |to conform with straight row

“To gain complete control of|fArming ‘h_”sl' lofj ‘;’ hgretater
erosion through file outlet ter- SEEnSacCynance of thisype

5. Row arrangement is gen-
erally in straight lines.

D

. |of erosion control.
S A 3 P uj|puny commidce has had alracing may cost a farmer a5 Dockendorfr  stated  that
“ COMPACT TOUR arrangement allows visi- 3 3£ 5o Plg lob ;g‘a“‘v‘ﬁ‘;‘:‘n%;‘e’ﬁj“::gfmm-h il Rl e iy st
1 TRRRT, : 3 z &3 | funds fairly, ye low, " i =
| tors to travel at most 213 miles from Danvnlle' to s - S|the greatest benefit to the|acre,” the conservationist| qunet teeraces in the Geode
| see as many as nine farms improved by consm;c- bl e 22‘publicgr e Sitarstied 'can.  otnteol ‘as |
| tion of paralle] tile-outlet terraces. Farms on the 2 2057 30| “We feel that this practice,| “Des Moines county. farmers| much as two million gallons
Soil Conservation Week four are: Blakeway, 197 2 y &l ks «hegdise cbe k| are: pionesrs InHRE:of Mhla WWRE i)
farmed g Berait, Dick "hpe"d:"ﬁ;\ L[{“bag{ }::g .J'g %g?l) m;ligzﬁﬁﬁndmg ways to prevent|of complete erosion control, and - =
et . . Rober : ; ; ;
‘ner. Enrolarinsfend, Hemﬁ l'))m‘tkezeo:nour and 1970* 35 30,000 40 |erosion and to secure a lasting|are fo be commendgq for It'hen.r 4
Oetken, John Seymour, Robert Sey *(Estimated) Ifarm incomes soil stewardship activities.
Ernest Ludeman, s F
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of runoff water in a heavy

rain, Also, the field will retain
up to 500 tons of silt each ||

vear, which would have |
moved toward Geode Lake, . i
| “Our district cooperators

listed on the map will be happy

4
Y

with terracing,” the chairman

raced one field, then returned
to us for more help.

“This voroves to us that

{modern terracing jg.indeed the
best erosion contr«&:ncﬁce yet
developed,” he congludes. “We
hope that many taxpaying citi-
zens will take this tour to see|,
(what is being done to protect|
|our natural resources and to |
reduce pollution.” |
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NATURE'S ART as seen from
Mosquito Park in Burlington is point-
ed out to Mississippi River Parkway
Commission National Pilot Ray Eck-
stein, Cassville, Wis.,, and Richard
Norpel, Bellevue, chairman of the
Iowa parkway commission by Mrs.

Helen Colby Schulte of Ft. Madison.
Mrs. Schulte is a past winner of the
commission’s Great River Road art
contest. This year’s contest closes
July 3, with awards to be made July
12 at Dubuque. The Iowa commission
met in Burlington Saturday,

Parkway Group In
Look At Boat Days

The Mississippi River Park-
way Commission met here Sat-
urday, got a Steamboat Days
look at Burlington as an attrac-
tion on the Great River Road,
and discussed the road's future
in Des Moines county.

The 10-member Iowa
commission — one from each
county along the river border

boat  Days

river tourism.

Ray Eckstein, Cassville, Wic.,
Richard  Norpel,
Iowa Commission chairman, I
and F. W. Robinson, Missouri
chairman, rode in the Steam-
parade
acknowledgement  of
importance of

celebration to

cussed problerr
oning alon

Bellevue, : road

visor Wallace R
Engineer Ken
Soil Conservationist

Smith,
in
the
the annual
Mississippi

Agent James Hodges

chairman Bob Geren

| and “local repr

DES MOINES 0
values of a standard soil survey with state soil sci-

The HAWK-EYE
Burlington, Towa
Wednesday, July 1, 1970

i F&‘

UNTY officials review the

entists, From left are Jim Hodges, county extension

director; Albert Schulz,

soil district commissioner

(seated) ; Les Hamilton, supervisors chairman: Wil-
son T. Moon, state conservationist; Dr, Tom Fen-

ton, Towa Experiment Station,

sor Paul Rynell,

and County Asses-

Soil Survey
Discussed

State officials in soll con-|agricultural land,” the ¢onserva-
servation discussed the value.sfﬁonist stated. “Therefore, many

of a standard soil survey for

|assessors are sefling aside

Des Moines County with county| funds to hurry up the comple-

the Des

Conservation  District,

entatives last tion of the
[Week at the Federal Building. |areas.”
The meeting, sponsored .b

survey in their

) Y| County assessor Paul Rynell
Moines County Soil{emphasized how valuable soil ||
wasisurvey will be for his appraisal ||
of ' pollution attended by 30 persons repre-|work, City planner Craig Eaton

senting the county governmen, |\pointed out the use of the soil

communities,

State Cnservasionist Wilson |

Moon of Deg

years mainly due

“Both county and city as-|
the lowa Highway Commissién "_“’*“‘"5 are finding soil survey
| Thompson gave the group  ainformation highly valuable in ot
report on road developments insetling equitable evaluations on map from 500 to 600 acres per

Further .action

B e aded ‘l\r‘ml_\' Super- CitY of Burlington and rural|invenjory for sound planning
yer, County
County
Ralph T,
Dewey, County Extension rexplained how the

|and zoning and better land use,

Dr. Tom Fenton, agronom-

Moines | Ist with the Towa Agricultural
work in
and soil survey has built up in
Chamber of Commerce Tourism Towa during the past few
to the
Donald demand by county govern-
State ment for the information.

Experiment Station, told the
group how much better the
new survey will be than the
original survey of 1921. “The
original surveyor mapped as
much as 4,000 acres per day,
using the limited knowledge
of that time,” he stated.

“The 1970 soil surveyor will

day, using modern techniques
and the knowledge gained over
| th2 past 50 years.”

The soil scientist went on to
explain that the original report
merely showed the location of
a limited number of soil types
and a brief description of them.

from Des|The modern survey includes
Moines County is pending, until |information
the county conference board content,

about’
physical

chemica
properties,

meets to decide on entering the land many recommendations for

program.

engineering, agricultural and

Supervisor Merle Kelly said other yses,

this week:

of the state \\\.»;::7 joined here At 2 lnchess inVHOleL Bir: ,.xL(“ auendm%v
Missouri com- lington, the interstate group Johnson, Mt Pl
mt I i o |Soil Conservation ¢ and
was joined by Des Moines Derby Thom SEasY,
National Pilot (chairman) |County spokesmen who dis- 2 I
Other lowa parkway com-
missioners attending were John Lee and Scott counties.
McCormally, l’.:Jrhn,:irm vice The Great River Road in
chairman; "ﬁ”“'wrg“ "\'\:',h“m,' Des Moines county follows -
L:ansmg: Ncnh“"ﬁ I)Q_"me‘\' Hwy. 99 from the north county
It ey ‘hngcbw!:on. line to Burlington, Main
[?eu)r,\h: Mrs (,ar]‘ ‘\Lx]Ul'S..T Street to Crapo Park, Madi-
w1 (R o et son Road, old 61 and US 61
ubuque; arry ) e e, :
livx*c;}'me: Fred Berger, to the Lee county line.
Pleasant Val a T
Millham, Guttenberg. Wives
most of the commissioners at-
tended the luncheon
N 1% Z Guests of honor at the lunch-
-y eon were Mrs. Clarence Moody,
\jb widow of the late chairman of

Colby Schulte, Ft

the commission, and Mrs. Helen
Madison

winner of the 1968 Great River

Road art contest.

“The board dis-
cussed the soil survey; that's

Mvon Answers Queries

about as far as it went, The After describing the way in

cost is the big thing.”

which county, state and federal
funds are used in this project,
Moon fielded many questions

: I'rm}! the group

1
#.‘3

|

| Dewey,

IN PLEASANT GROVE
township, east of New London,
Dwight Stucker is completing
two  projects designed to

* prevent pollution. from his
feedlots. g

The latest project involves
diverting water from the slope
‘above the lot to a dry dam
in an adjoining gully. An intake|
iato a tile system running under
<he feedlot carries the water
safely away from the area, In‘
the event of a two-inch rain, |}
this arrangement will keep a
million and a half gallons of

'water from running across the
feed lot; a big help in
preventing pollution of streams. |

ERVIN BOHLEN has just
completed a set of tile outlet
terraces on his diverted acres |
Just west of the Des Moines|
county farm, |

In constructing about a mile |
of terraces, he is controlling|
runoff from about 40 acres of
sloping land.

In addition, this project is
providing Bohlen an improved
tile drainage system for the wet
land on his farm. The clearing
and straightening of an old
creek bed has added much to
the appearance and value of
the farm.

LEIF LOMO and Dr. Ted

Mazur, owners of another Flint
River township farm haye
completed another erosion|
control dam in the gullied sec-
tion of the farm, |
This is to be profected by
installing tile outlet Lerraccs‘
above the pond. These struc-|
tures will make croppipg easier
on these fields and afford an|
excellent water supply for many
uses. ‘

ROBERT OETKEN and A. M.
Wagner have completed
| terracing projects in the Geode
| Lake watershed near Danville.
| These projects are cost-shared
with state and federal funds to ||
| encourage the prevention of silt
| runoff and reduce silting in the
| lake. These two farms have
controlled runoff from more
than 200 acres of cropland
Farmers in the Geode water-

| shed now have about half the

land under sound conservation
practices, according to Ralph
soil ~ district  con-
servationist.

HAROLD YOHE, northwest of
Mediapolis, will soon complete (2
terraces on the lower slopes of |
his fields. He will then have
parallel rows across the slope

T-1-7¢
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Contractors Frank Woodall and
Jack Thomas push fill dirt into
dam that will keep 40 acres of
runoff water from bringing silt
into Des Moines County Lake in
Franklin township. Three such
dams are under construction now,

WORK ON THREE
DAMS STARTED

Southwest of Mediapolis iIn
Franklin Township, bulldozers
began breaking ground last week
for a different sort of erosion
control project. The Des Moines
County Conservation Board
started work onthree small dams
on the property line of the park
to provide a place for a permanent

fence and to keep silt from the
lake area.

Although work on the late itself
is not planned by the Des Moines
County Conservation Board un-
til 1971, director John Welter
is trying to correct erosionprob=-
lems ahead of time. Realizing that
silt from surrounding cropland
will be the greatest pollution
hazard, the board is using these
small dams to eliminate the prob=
lem before it starts,

Design help was supplied by the
Des Moines County Soil Canser-
vation District to insure proper
erosion control. Plans were made
for one pond of about an acre in
size and two small dry dams,
A solid property line fence will
be bullt on the top of the dams,
and the board feels that over
a period of time the project
will nearly pay for itself in the
saving of maintenance of fences
through ditches.

Bidding for the contract on this
work was held on March 4, and
the successful bidder, Frank
Woodall of West Burlington is
moving earth with help from
Jack Thomas of New London,
Woodall was surprized at the ease
of moving soil so early in the
season. ‘‘Ordinarily we are fight~-

ing frost and mud on the early
jobs,”? the contractor claims,

Side benefits of this project
will be the pond on a neighbor=-
ing farm, and a more accessible
trail around the lake.

The sixteen foot wide top on the
structures will make trail main-
tenance easier for the conser=
vation board. A nature and bridle
trail is also planned.

The dams control silting from
about 40 acres of the watershed
above the proposed 100 acre
lake. Welter indicates that the
board is investigating other areas
where such good erosion control
can be gained before the lake
construction begins,

“We hope that many farmers
in the contributing watershed
will be putting in erosion control
work to keep from silting intheir
lake,’ Welter concluded.
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‘Soil Stewardship
Week’ May 3-10

‘‘Resources and Renewal’’ will

be the main theme of national sofl
Stewardship Week, May 3-10,
according to the Right Reverend
John Geo. Weber, speaking for
the sponsoring National Associ=
ation of Soil and Water Conser=
vation Districts, Locally, the Des
Moines County Soil Conservation
District is urging celebration of
this important week In area
churches.

District Chairman, Henry Dock=
endorff of Danville points out that
a sixteen page brochure spot=-
lighting this theme has been
mailed to all pastors in Des
Moines County. ‘“We are hoping
this booklet will be widely used
in Des Moines County during the
week of May 3-10," Dockendorff
states.

The brochure brings out the fact
that although soll stewardship is
a major responsibility in rural
areas, the future of clties as well
depends upon our care of the land.

Rev. Weber and his committee
point to Psalm 104 as their
theme in 1970 Soil Stewardship
Week. ““You give breath, fresh
life begins, you keep renewing
the world ..."

Everyone is caught up In re-
newal. New methods In farm-

ing, use of herbicides, insecti=
cides and giant machines and
fertilizers have created

new problems and hazards, Soll
Stewardship involves accepting
the responsibility to use these
tools to renew the resources we
are using,

“It calls on the diligent steward
to discover natures laws and
cooperate with them ... It calls
for ever greater ranks of stewe
ards with a new vision and a new
spirit to walk in a new kind of
existance because THE EARTH
IS THE LORD’S,’* Rev. Weber
concludes.



Ralph E. De\vey

The earth is the Lord's and’
the fulness thereof; the world‘
and they that dwell thereln‘
Psalms 241,

Stewardship of the soil is an
emotional thing — a moral
standard for most farmers, but
it’s an economic thing as well.

The beneﬁts have been
ated by Des Moi

coun(y farmers who have
reclaimed eroded gulleys,
renewed pastureland,
improved fertility and “nailed
down” the soil through
terracing and contouring.

Faced with the threatened
payments, a local conservatin-
ist was unperturbed. “‘The
farmers know that lana
improvement pays. They will
go ahead with the practices that
add to the value of their land,
many of which give immediate
returns on their investment.”

The government's share of
the Agriculture Conservation
Program in Des Moines county
the past 10 years was $699,906.
It is estimated that farmers
themselves have spent an addi-
tional $1 million in soil and
water conservation practices
duing this period.

During 1969 there were 400
participating farms, nearly 40
per cent of the total in the
county, sharing in the $65,000
in federal funds under the ACP
program.

Topping the list of
accomplishments in the
county last year is nearly 25
miles of tile outlet terracing, |
the third biggest year in the ’
history of the soil conserva-
tion district. [

In addition, there were 5,711/
acres of pasture improvement
in the past decade, 479 acres of
waterways installed, 171 farm
ponds built, 230 erosion control
dams, 222000 feet of open
drains, 437 acres of tree plant-
ing and 2,300 acres of wildlife
areas provided.

Ralph Dewey, district
conservationist, said 1969 saw
46  erosion control dams
constructed, nearly doubling
any previous work in a single
ear.

“During the past 10 years,
construction of waterways has
fallen off to some extent,” he
said. A big factor in this trend
is the use of tile outlet
terracing, which eliminates the
need for leaving grass
waterways on much of the
fields.

“Tile drainage is essential
to the success of our terracing
program,” Dewey said. “Over
a quarter of a million feet
of tile was installed in 1969
— most of it in connection
with terrace outlets.”

Other accomplishments in
erosion control during the year
included 982 acres of pasture
improvement, six farm ponds,
28 acres of grass waterways,
17 acres of tree planting, four
miles  of open drains and
conversion of 1370 acres of
rough land to wildlife areas, ‘

Soil Conserva tion Programs Pushed

Improvements in the past 10
years have included:

Tile Terraces
Year (lin. ft.) (lin. ft.)
1960 208,000 8,000
1961 270,000 16,000
1962 345,000 5,000/
1963 286,000 8,000
1964 197,000 3,000
1965 146,000 64,000
1966 169.000 62,000
1967 281,000 125,000
1968 278,000 138,000
1969 223,000 118,000
Totals 2,403,000 547,000

Dewey estimated that 5,000
acres have complete control of
erosion through terrace svs!ems‘
installed in the past 10 years,
{4,000 acres controlled by the
230 dams, and approximately
13,000 acres controlled by the
171 farm ponds. ‘‘This amounts
to about 20 complete sections
of land wunder permanent
erosion control,” he noted.

Commissioners
Farmers who have served as
idistrict commissioners in the
11960s were C.E. Pilling, Media-
polis; Theodore Berning,

Mediapolis; Walter Eyre,
Burlington; Eugene Schulte,
Burlington;  Arthur  Corman;]
Sperry; Henry Dockendorff,!
Danville; Harold Yohe,
Mediapolis, and Rex Troute,

Burlington. The last three listed
are the present commissioners,

In addition, Horace Sutton of
Burlington has served as
district treasurer and Harold
\Lmder of Sperry as district
| secretary.

\
' A total of 10 teachers were |
given scholarships  helping [
them to attend the Teachers |
| Conservation Camp at
\ Springbrook state park.

| Serving as district conserva-
| tionists were Ray H. Audsley |
who retired in 1965, John H|
'Baker, who transferred to the |
’Omce of Inspector General in
\1969 and Dewey, who came in
|last July. Jack Jacobs, who
reslgned in 1966 after 12 years,
and Harry N. Bryant have been||”
conservation ' technicians and
Mildred Kleinkopf is district
clerk.




| Médi’apdlis Vo-Ag T eacher\'r

. Chosen As ‘Oulstanding’

MEDIAPOLIS — James
Howell, vocational agriculture
teacher at Mediapolis high

¥ school, has been named out-

¥ standing conservation teacher

Y of the year by the Des Moines
county Soil Conservation
district.

William Vierling of Media-
polis, district commissioner,

* said, “Howell has continually

! done an excellent job of making
soil conservation important to
the young people he teaches.
In addition, Jim has been the
maiastay in developing the FFA

, Soil Judging contest for South-
east Jowa."”

Howell teaches vocational

| agriculture to freshmen, sopho-
mores, juniors and seniors at
the school. He said he expects
a total of 68 in his classes next
year.

Of the honor, Howell said,
“It is a pleasure to be rgcog-

nized for effort put out. I
don’t know that I've done that
much more than other
teachers.”

In praising Howell's
teaching, District Conservation-
ist Ralph Dewey said, ‘“Howell
stresses man's relationship to
soil with his agriculture stu-
dents from the time they are
sophomores. Field trips, where
youngsters can look at various
soil' types and learn to judge
their values, help make soil
science a valued learning
experience.”

State Contest

Howell will be entered in a
state contest to choose the out-
standing conservation teacher
in Towa,

Vierling said, “The enthusiam
of the youthful teacher toward
improving our environment
through soll and - water
conservation is greaily appre-

ciated by the soil district. We
are sure that his eniry as our
representative  in  statewide
competition will bring him
further honors.”

James Howel}

:,'013 26,1170

Disputes Critic of Conservation Service

To tha Editor:

. .+ The article by Irston R. Barnes
of the Washington Post on channel work
of watershed projects . . . [*'SCS at War
With Nature on Streams,”. Aug. 14]
appears . . . to condemn®all‘ watershed
projects where channel work was a part
of the flood and erosion confrol meas-
ures planned and ineluded in the con-
struction of the project,

A watershed is divided into three com-
ponents, including the drainage or land
area, the major structures or dams and
the downstream improvements below
the impoundments or structures. The
maximum size of a watershed is 250,000
acres. r

In all watersheds, landowners are first
assisted in déveloping conservation
plans that will control erosion within
practical limits. The plans provide for
wildlife plantings  where appropriate,
tree planting, seeding down of eroded
areas that are best suited for grazing,
and contouring, fe g, and other
practices needed on [and that is used for
cropping of corn, soybeans, etc.

One of the ments for upland
conservation is at least 75 per cent
of the drainage aréa above a proposed
structure or dam must be adequately
treated for erosion control before they
can be installed. This insures that con-
servation on the land is not neglected
After the land treatment is complets

the raindrop is ‘captured where ‘it falls
insofan as this is feasible and possible.

The''segond stage involves building
structures to impound water and slow
up the speed of the water runoff that
occurs .after rains that would normally
produce flooding.

The third step involves the channel
hetween the last upstream structure in
the watershed and the stable outlet.
Each watershed is treated according to
the condition and needs. In some cases
the existing channel may be adequate,
but in other cases it may be eroding
seriously or there may be continuing
flood damage which needs to be cor-
rected. When the land in the floodplain
suffers severe damage and yet is best
suited to crop production, the corrective
measures may include channel improve-
ment as the most effective, efficient and
least expensive control.

1t should also be recognized that chan-
nel improvement is only one phase of
watershed projects. In any event, all
watershed projects should not be
stopped just because, in my opinion and
from observations and experience, there
is a lack of understanding of the place,
need and function of channel work as
one phase of watershed projects on the
part of those who are objecting. —
‘rank H. Mendell, former State Con-

‘vationist, Soil Conservation Service,

Morton Ave., Des Moines.

MR. AND MRS. 8. S.|
BARTON and Mr. and Mrs.
William Vierling of Mediapolis,
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Schulz!
Rt, 3, and Mrs. Mildred Klein-
kopf, Burlington, state clerk in
the local soil 'conservation

(office, attended the state con-
ference of soil district com«)

missioners in  Waterloo last
week. f

Barton, Vierling and Schulz
are commissioners of the Des|
Moines County Soil District. |

All three were elected last
February when the board was

'increased from three to five

members. 4 T |

Will-dl)reak
Plans Needed

Prepare now for springtime
windbreak plantings, advises
District Conservationist Ralph
Dewey of Burlington. {
' %A great many of our older|
armsteads are suffering from

ay Nineties' windbreaks,”
Dewey claims, “and the best
fime to plan replacements is
2 autumn before planting

““A good deal of thought
should be a part of a wind-
break plan,” the conserva-
tionist continued. Some older
shelterbelts were located well
50 years ago, but do not fit
modern farming. .

fA big factor in' a modern
dbreak is protection of the|
fing area and the livestock. |
“should be taken to avoud
cing trees where they may |

8 drifting on roads and|
travel areas.

‘2The inside edge of a wind-|
break should be somewherel
between 50 and 100 feet from

area- lo be protected,”

Dewey goes on. “In lowa, pre-
vdiling winter winds are north

west. These, then, are the
logical directions for planting
the shelter area."

Many farmers may find their
biildings too close to a road
for best windbreak planning,|

planner states. ‘“‘Each
ting settp will need indi-
vidual planning. The soil con-
sérvation service provides such
technical help on request, so
at co-operators may plant the
t kind of trees on the proper

soil in the proper way.

I*“One other factor is cost and
sppply ~ of planting  stock,”
Dewey concludes. Fall planning
for spring planting can assure
vou of a better choice of plant
material, with a prospect for
early order savings, )
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rural and

7 an accepted|of otr land” commented Chair-le
oy y ol n Henry Dockendorif of Des
> Moines County Soil Conservas

n or pollution prablems

ctelated to farming,” the

went on. “We are

Suwardﬂn': of the sl igaboolte need fo better care[of individual land owners wit

For a quarter of a century,|Dockendorff added. L

| consegvationists " have concen-| “Soil 'Stewardship Week is a
irated ' on  convinging  the lime wheniwe can all take stock
{hollsands of farmers, who use|of ‘the Dlessings 'our soil
over 90 per cent of our land, resource has provided. llt has
of their need to care for the | furnished us food and fiber up|
soil,” Dockendorff continued. !to now and islou_r gr;:tfcomm-:
Wa 2 -+ |\ting hope for life in the future.
me“lfm‘y"m';‘lﬁamh’?ﬁm“&‘é} “The: spotlight of history 15|
the use of the Temaining land. [0 1and users now as they de-|
[They, 100, have a responsibility |termine how they will treat this
lto theCredlor ghshe land. as|rmidly @lminishing resouroe "'
well as to their. fellow: cm'soil — in the face of a rapidly
for good land'use.” .} increasing  populatiop. = Truly|
- i ".Astewardship of the soil has be-}

Urban Assistance come everyone's concern, There

“In Des Moines county our will be little chanée of life with-
district has worked with dozens|out it”’, Dockendorff concluded

Catfish longer than 15 inches
taken from the Mississippi in
the Burlington-Keoki
may contain dangert:gb‘—l}rl:.f
of the pesticide dieldrin.

This information, released in
a state survey, has alarmed fish
3 fanciers and cut sales of catfish
\ in stores along the river.

Gov. Robert Ray said last
week a survey conducted by
the State Hygenic Laboratory
for the Jowa Conservation
Commission revealed dieldrin
“has built vp in the tissues
of fish above acceptable
levels.”

A dieldrin level of 300 parts
per billion is the limit set by
the federal Food and Drug

“ administration.  Catfish  and
bullheads caught at Burlington
had as high as 435 ppb of the
insecticide and as high as 380
ppb at Keokuk.

Ralph E. Deway, district
conservationist, U. S. Soll
Conservation Service, explained
the situation as follows:

“Dieldrin is an insecticide
which farmers spray on the
surface to control leaf-eating
insects, It washes down into the
rivers and streams, soon settles
on the bottom, and catfish and
bullheads, who feed on the
bottoms, accumulate it. 1

“The pan fish — bass, blues
gills, crappies — who feed off
accumulate much poison.”

Dewey said that conservation-
ists are attempting to induce

-

e am

farmers to take water' run-off
measures.

“Quite a few farmers are
going into catfish farming —
raising the fish in ponds on
their farms,” Dewey stated.

“These ponds can be con-
taminated, too.”

Dewey said that catfish 15
inches and longer are the ones
in which the state investigators

_found dangerous levels of

dieldrin.

“They're the older fish: and
have been eating the contamin-
ated food ‘longer," he explained.

Whilg, the. levels of the poison
in ﬁshj“ﬁa):en locally is above
safe limifs; other, areas in the
state havg. even higher
readings. j‘ A

At the Coralville Reservoir on
the Towa river pear Iowa City
some fish have been taken with
dieldrin levels as high as 1,440
ppb. [

On the Nishnabotna near
Hamburg levels as high as 1,600
have been reported in bottom-
feeding fish. Fishermen in both
of these areas were warned this
summer about the dangerous
pesticide levels in the fish,

The warnings are having a
noticeable effect on fish sales.

John Haigh, proprietor of
Haigh fish market in Niota, IL,
said catfish sales have dropped
50 per cent since news stories
a few days . ago indicated

poisonous  dieldrin had * been
the surface of the water, dopid , found in catfish. . Yy

No Word from State’
Haigh  ~and his  upriver

atfish sales lagging

counterpart, Dallas City's
Thomas Welker, both said they
had received no official
information regarding dan-
gerous concentrations of diel-
drin in Mississippi river fish.

Both reported that Illinois
officials ran tests in the Dallas
City-Niota viciniy “three or
four months ago,” but didn't
inform the fishmongers of their
findings. .

All T know is'what I get from
the news,” Haigh asserted. “I
wish ‘the ' state conservation
departments would give us
some information about this.”

SOIL CONSERVATION|

leaders in the stale are calling |

newly passed legislation they
most comprehensive and b(‘nc-i
ficial since the law establishing|
soil conservation districts. The|
governor has signed the act and
it will go into effect within a
month, One of the provisions
makes it mandatory that a
Jandowner establish soil saving
practices on his farm if the
supervising authorities deem
such practices necessary and
in the public interest, Three-
fourths of the cost must bet
available from public funds
before the tegulations 1o
establish these practices)
become mandatory.

Soil-Water
Week Observance

¥ ‘Ation District: 4 Jalso providing inventories and

2, T8 O of jarid useproblens More than 71,000 farmers in
-ﬂm the beginning “- of 4 ."vammu] units  who Iowa have been working positively
proven the ‘Stewardship Week, M may notown the land but have toward a better environment over
- o ‘ R § urisdiction’ over ifs use, the past thirty-four years, con=

servation officials report as Iowa
celebrates Soil and Water Con-
servation Week, June 20-27.

Accomplishments over the
years are staggering to the Im=-
agination when tallled together.
Small farm ponds have created
more than 85,000 acres of water
surface in the state to provide
livestock water for several mill-
fon head of llvestock. In add-
ition, thousands of hours of re-
creation are provided by many
of these ponds in the form of
fishing, boating or just plain
relaxation.

Wilson T. Moon, State Conser-
vationist of the U. S. Soil Con-
servation Service reports that
oyer 1000 such:ponds were con-
structed in the past year along
with enough terracing to stretch
from lowa to the Gulf of Mexico.

“This represents a tremen-
dous investment by our cooper-
ating farmers as well as an
abiding Interest in preserving
our great natural resource - the
Soll* states district conserva-
tionist, Ralph E. Dewey of Bur-
lington. “In this county, con-
servation farmers have more
than done their share to main-
tain erosion control.”

«¢During the past year the soil
conservation district has assis-
ted nearly 500 farmers in the
county as well as giving help to
many urban requests for ero-
slon control,’ Dewey continued.
“Our services are now avall-
able for any land user who has
a ‘problem {in resource conser-
vation.”*

The soil Survey program |is
basic to all soil and water con-
servation activity. Over 28 mil-
lion acres of Iowa have already
been surveyed by speclalists of
the soil conservation service and

Mowa agricultural “experiment

station. The lowa legislature
has made available $100,000 ann~
ually to hasten this program to
completion since 1967. In a
cooperative effort, many coun=-
ties, including Des Moines Co=
unty, have approved matching
funds to complete the standard
soil survey locally. This county
is scheduled for active surveying
starting in 1974. Upon comple=-
tion the full survey will be avail-
able to all people for their in-
formation.

“With all the achievements over
the past years, we are still losing
soll at a terrifying rate,” Dewey
concludes, ‘“So, the job of the
conservationist has not dimin-
ished, but is constantly ex-
panding.’”
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alone, he said. Many homeown-| chemicals,”” Brayton said,
ers use the chemicals to excess
on their lawns,

Pesticides, soil

el inl
By DAVE COLLOGAN
“Ii they can see a way to
make it economically feasible
they'a do it but otherwise they
are going to be a little slow
at it? i
Ralph  Dewey's = statement
neatly sums up one major
problem in = combatting the

mounting pollution ‘of the Mis-| .rvieq which <can measure

sissippi — people won't do any-
thing about it if it is going|
to cost them money.

Dewey, district conservation-

tion Service, was
specifically to farmers who fail
to use erosion prevention tech-

niques on their farms, thereby|extensive study of water going
allowing much good topsoil and ints» and leaving the plant using

tons of pesticides to wash into

the river. While soil erosion has|This equipment, however, is
long been recognized as a very complicated and expen-|
|

probiem, only recently have the
dangers of pesticide-runoff been
identified

A number of chemicals
have been found in fish sam-
ples here, particularly dield- |
rin. Dieldrin Is sometimes the
primary pestieide used, but
much of that found in the
river apparently is a result |
of the break-down of aldrin, |
another pesticide,

Levels of 435 parts per billion|, However, economics plays a
of dieldrin were found in fish pari here too. Martin said the
ates are a little
/e than the other
ing the summer. Federal Food| pesticides and their use has not

at Burlinglon and 380 ppb at
Keokuk in tests conducted dur-

and Drug Administration offi-
cials say that fish with levels|
higher than 300 ppb should not
be consumed. At least one!
commercial fisherman has gone
out of business and others are
considering that prospect, but
little has been done about
cleaning up the river.

Something Can Be Done

Dewey maintains that there
are things which can be done,
one of them being scil erosion
preveation.

“Ninety per cent of the runoff
can be controlled,” Dewey said.
He said terracing has long been
recognized as a way to siop
noft but it had proven too
expensive large farm
operations. Dewey said there is
a newer technique which can
be used on larger farms, but
people still don't seem interes-
ted in putting in the necessary
work and money.

for

“They've seen the value of
adding fertilizer and chemi-
cals to get a better crop.

streams

Dewey said, “but they haven't
seen the value of keeping the
soil they’re using from going
down the stream.”

| which are necessary to curb

the abuse and we must realize
| it will cost extra,” said
| Brayton.

that the organo-phosphates mayy
provide a partial answer to the
| problem, but he said even
must be chosen carefully with
a cautious eye on the effects
{they may produce. He said he
| believes the crux-of the problem
is the abuse of ichemicals, not

Another man interested ir the|their use

quERDON, of waler purl'thy i To'r(n People have to be educated,
Marlin, a chemist Who WOTKS gravisy said, about what the

at the IAAP. Martin said only

| chemicals can do and how they

recently have devices been as-| 4 ha ysed. He said much

such pesticides in water.

of the present problems stems
|from needlessly heavy*amounts

‘“When you're speaking of ¢ iy Heid . ;
amounts like several parts per‘gn ‘.h(; r::dlf o bgg gn'n g

! billion, it's like trying to find
ist for the U.S. Soil Conserva-|a bucketful in a stadium —|
referring | it takes a lot of looking,” said

Martin

| This “abuse” -as He termed
it is rot practiced by the farmer

Martia's lab will be doing an

atomic  absorbtion methods
sive,

Martin said there are other

pesticides, organo-phosphates, |

which can be used in place

of the chlorinated-hydrocar- |

bons like dieldrin, He said

‘ these can be just as effective

in killing pests and have a
short half life so there won't
be the problem of residues

cropping up in fish and other |

organisms.

organo-phosr
more expens

been wide-spread in this area,
Shouldn’t Point Fingers

Alhough the “villain” in the

pesticide problem might appear
Ito be the farmer, Dewey said
people should avoid pointing
fingers. He said evervone must

alize “it is an economic fact

a

fof “lile and death” that: by
allowing large amounts of
chemicals into the water supply

|the entire environment is slowly
bein houl
be. wz
5
Dew
be t
pret
A man w
to downgrad
the env

5 o

g W3
entalists
jent of Brayton
Brayton's firm sup-
dieldrin and aldrin to

plies

othor establishments who in
sell

turn them f{o farmers.
: agrees that
e done.

“We must do the things

|

Rain washes He feels it may be neces-

them into the sewer system and| sary to license those who sell

e _ . _|eyentually into the river where
Brayton agreed with Martin|yhe.“anter the food chain.

“‘We must do the things that
these | are necessary to curb the abuse
and we might have to give up
some of our freedom to use

chemicals, much the same

| way pharmacists are licensed.
While this might prove costly,
he said proper control and
education is the only way 10
combat the problem.

ERNEST LUDEMANN, Dan-
ville, is a real advocate of so
saving and the use of tile outlet
lerraces

- He is using them on his farm
which is included in those on
the self conducted tour of nine
Danville farms in the Geode
Lake watershed that may be
seen as part of the soil and
water conservation week, Map
and location of the farms was
in Sunday’s Hawk-Eye. 1

\.—‘3?3"‘ to, the north

and

"his farmstead south of
west of his o varieties of

Mediapolis. :

evergreens and a row Of

honeysuckle were used

ol Motirge
&= (7L ®
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On June 3, 21 members of the lowa Chapter of Society of American
Foresters, toured the Plant and inspected the Woodland Management
Practices.

Of particular interest was the 50-acre reforestation of the cot-
tonwood and black walnut species in Yard G

Pictured above to the far left is John Creswell, Plant Agronomist
To the immediate right of John is Carl Anderson, a former Plant
Agronomist. The Wildlife Refuge is named after Carl Anderson who
was employed with Mason & Hanger for 16 years.
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lfmner and the city
dweller have a stake in cutting
soil erosion and silt problems,
Ralph 4 Dewey, district
conservalontst, told ‘the

|Kiwanis' elub: Thursday. -

On farms, “fot only does the

land become more productive
for the fdfmer, but it becomes
more valyable and adds to the
tax total,” he explained.

And proper land use, he
pointed out, ean conserve and
preserve public land.

He cited two cases where both
the city and county haye erred
a' a cost to laxpaye:s In both

b«pl—»»;-c—-v

Sorry about that, Fido.
visitors  to

Holiday

City Duweller Also Has '

ake In Conservation

|cases, steep banks on sides of
|roads led to erosion.

Soil and Water Conservation
Week starts Sunday. While
“pollution” has ‘rece ntly
become a popular word, the
Des  Moizes -, County  Soil
Conservatfon district has been
fighting pollution for 25 years,
he asserted. £

The local soil conservation

| |district has been in opetation
sl since 1965,

and, in 1967, silt
was officially recogﬁlzed as a
pollutant, he said. )

Farmers, caught in the price-
cost squeeze, he said turn to
the Soil Conservation Sevice, ‘a
federal agency, for help. This
help includes™ a soil survey,
evalua of conditi ons§,
develomm and application of
a plan to cut silting and erosion.

The Soil Conservation Service,

groups‘as well as governmental
units  such as Burlington and
West Burlington.

Sy’ G

he said, -aids individuals and|

/22— Fo

Proper - conservation prac-
tices, such as terracing and
dams, on a 40-acre tract could
hold back as much as two
million gallons of water and.‘
in a year's time, keep 500 tons‘
of silt from moving into lakes
and ponds, he said.

Conservation, he pointed out, |
applies to rural clutter as well
as urban litter.”

The first Des Moines County
Soil Conservation district board |
was made #p of Noah Schrock, |
John Blaul and Edward Cling. |
Other ‘men who have been|

board * members ‘are Howard|
Gieselman, Kenueth Redfern,
Hugh Jamison, Homer Wood-|
ward, Walter Eyre, Jack lel\
ing, Theodore Berning, Lugtne
Schulte, Art Corman, Harold
Yohe and present board mem-|
bers Henry Dockendorff, chair-‘
man; Rex Troute, William
Vierling, S. S. Barton and|
Albert Schulz. |

.v\ulhorizo'd. McFadzean-Everly
areas|& Associates of Winnetka, Ill.,

under the jurisdiction of the Des|to proceed with construction

Moines County

Conservation | drawings for an
asked by the|and

earthen dam

Board are being spillway at Franklin
board to keep pets on an eight-| Township lakesite estimated
foot leash. 'costs of which will be available

Board President Richard|this fall. |
Schneider stated that the board
anticipates crowds at all areas
and that for this reason theJ\
pets should be leashed.

At its Wednesday evening
meeting, the board:

l/»-f
D‘M’% :

NATURE’S ART as seen from
Mosquito Park in Burlington is point-

| ed out to Mississippi Ri
Commission 1

’ stein, Cassville, Wis., a
Norpel, Bellevue, chair

Towa parkway commiss

Parkway Group In

ational Pilot Ray Eck-

ver Parkway
contest, T
nd Richard July 3, wit
man of the
ion by Mrs.

Helen Colby Schulte of Ft. Madison.
Mrs. Schulte is a past winner of the
commission’s Great River Road art

his yedr’s contest closes |
h awards to be made July |

12 at Dubuque. The Iowa commission
met in Burlington Saturday.

|

Look At Boat Days

The Mississippi River
way Commission met here Sat-
urday, got a Steamboat Days
look at Burlington as an attrac-
tion on the Great River Road,
and discussed the road’s future
in Des Moines county.

The 10-member  Iowa
commission — one from each
county along the river border

Park-|

Ray Eckstein, Cassville, Wic.,
Richard Norpel, Bellevue,
Iowa Commission chairman,
and F. W. Robinson, Missouri
chairman, rode in the Steam-
boat Days parade in
acknowledgement of the
importance of the anmsl
celebration  to_  Mississippi
river tourism, f

Anaounced that in preparation
for the Independence day influx,
Tama beach has been improved
and is row open for boats.

Reported  that. the  Soil
Conservation Service will make

a siudy of the watershed at
the Franklin Township lakesite.

of the state, was joined here
by four Missouri com-
S lington, the
was joined by

County

interstale group
Des Moines
Pilot spokesmen who  dis-

National (chairman)

Decorah; Mrs
Keokuk; Ivan Dull, seer 3
!|Dubuque; Harry McKee,
Muscatine; A. Fred Berger
Pleasant Valley, and Charles B
Millham, Guttenberg. Wives of
most of the commissioners at-
tended the luncheon
Guests of honor at the lunch
eon were Mrs. Clarence Moody,
widow of theé late ghairman of
the commission, and Mrs. Helen
Colby Schulte, Ft. Madison,
winner of the 1968 Great River
Road art

Carl N

contest

At a luncheon in Hotel Bur-|

cussed problems of pollution
and zoning along the road.

They included County Super-
visor Wallace Rayer, County
Engineer Ken Smith, County
Soil _Conservationist Ralph
‘Dewey, County Exténsion
mges and
Chamber of Commerce Tourism
chairman Bob Geren.

Also attending was Donald
|Johnson, Mt, Pleasant, State
Soil Conservation Service, and
Derby Thompson, chairman of
the lowa Highway Commission.
Thompson gave the group a
report on road developmenis in
Lee and Scott counties.

The Great River Read in
Des Meaines county follows
Hwy. 99 from the north county
line to Burlington, Main
Street to Crapo Park, Madi-
son Road, old 61 and US 61
to the Lee county line,

Other lowa parkway com-
missioners attending were John
McCormally, Burlington vice
chairman; an.J George \v}mm
Lansing; e
Clinton
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NAMED OUTSTANDING

ture teacher, James R, Howell,
of Mediapolis has been judged the
outstanding conservation teacher
of the year by the Des Moines
County Soil Conservation Dis=
trict.

A nine year veteran of the teach=
ing profession, Howell has con=-
tinually done an excellent job
of making soil conservation im-
portant to the young people he
teaches,”  states District Com-
missioner Willlam Vierling of
Mediapolis. “In addition, Jim
has been the mainstay in develop~
ing the FFA Soil Judging Con=
test for Southeast Iowa.””

Howell stresses man’s relation-
ship to soil with Mis agricul=
ture students from the time they

a— .

rqles oy

LUTTENEG
eelman

ton, have done

LEON

iER and
neighbors north

f Kin

some
S on

he west side of lowa 9
ould make the work of the
ndians who once built mounds
the neighboring
uffs look like children with
shovel and a sand bucket.

A mutual

erosion control

dam on the fence line checks

the runoff in a gullied area
and makes a permanent place
for - their dividing fence. It
also furnishes a lane to the
other side of the ditch.

Luttenegger has built a
pond for a water supply

of
S0

Farther down the

the brush has been
that . grass will gros

good pasture where only the
brush grew before

FARM

ol
an
nol

the John Henry

PONDS have been
mpleted on the Carl Beckman
d Harry Dickey farms
rthwest of Burlington and on
farm north

along US'61.-Donald Davis, east

of

meandering gully into
waterway jus
'ilc has const

0

Yarmouth, has shaped a
a grassed|{

s feedlot

ove
ted a low dike

into a tile

H\Lrt !he rur

This has

been

are sophomores. Field trips,
where the youngsters can look at
various soil types and learn to
judge their values, help make
soil science a valued learning
experience,

Recently the honored ipstruc=
tor led the Earth Day activi-
ties in his town of Mediapolis.
He involved leaders of the com=
munity on a field trip to observe
and discuss methods of better
waste disposal. With his stu-
dents he emphasized how each
of them shared responsibility
in controlling pollution on their
own farms.

Howell has represented the soil
district at the annual conser-
vation education workshop at
Madrid. Information obtained at
this meeting was shared with
other teachers.

“The enthusiasm of the youth=
ful teacher toward Improving our
environment through soil and wa-
ter conservation is greatly ap-
preciated by the soil district,”
Vierling continued. ““Weare sure

CONSERVATION TEACHER

Longtime vocational agricul-

JAMES R, HOWELL

that his entry as our represen-
tative in statewide competition
will bring him further honors.’
This Conservation Awards con-
test is sponsored by the Des
Moines County Sofl Conservation
District and Des Moines Regis-
ter and Tribune - Teacher divi-
sion.

7

IN PLEASANT GROVE
1ip, east of New London
¢ Stucker is completing

The latest profect involves
diverting water from the slope
above the lot to a dry dam
in an adjoining gully. An intake
into a tile system running under
ihe feedlot carries the water
safely away from the area. In
the event of a two-inch rain,
arrangement will keep a
million and a half gallons of
water from running across the
feed lot; a big help in
preventing pallution of streams

ERVIN BOHLEN has just
completed a set of tile outlet
terraces on his/diverted acres
just .west of the Des Moines
county farm.

In constructing jabout a mile
of terraces, he is controlling
runoff from abolit 40 acres of
sloping land.

In addition, this project is
providing Bohlen an improved
tile drainage system for the wet
land on his farm. The clearing
and straightening of an old
creek bed has added' much to
the appearance and value of
the farm

LEIF LOMO and Dr. Ted
Mazur, owners of another Flint
River township ‘farm have
completed another erosion
control dam in the gullied sec-
tion of the farm.

This is to be protected by
installing tile outlet terraces
above the pond. These struc-
tures will make cropping easier
on these fields and afford an
excellent water supply for man)

ROBERT OETKEN and A. M
Wagner have completed
terracing projects in the Geod
Lake watershed near Danville
These projects are cost-shared
with state and federal funds to
encourage the prevention of silt
rwnoff and reduce silting iff the

lake, ' These two farms have
controlled runoff from more
than 200 acres of cropland
Farmers in the Geode water-
shed now have about half the

land under sound conservation
practices, according to Ral
Dewey, soil district con-
servationist.
HAROLD YOHE, nor(hwe:t of
diapolis, ‘will soon compieie
es on the lower sk f
1 |ds. He will then
paml'u rows across the

slope

(onservation

Awards Told

Three outstanding ‘eonserva-
tion farmers have been named|
week as local winners in
the annual Jowa Conservation
Achievement Awards Contest
according to Henry Dockendorff
of Danville, chairman of the
Des Moines county soil|
conservation district. |

They are: Harold Yohe, of
Mediapolis; Mrs. Frances
C ook ownér—John Seymour,
operator, Danville, and A. M.
Wagner & Sons — Richard
Mapel operator, Danville.

this

“All three farms have shown
c.llml progress in completing
their conservation farm plans,’
Drd\endorfr said. “They have
all installed the needed tlle
itlet terracing to control ero-
and have checked erosion
y 100 per cent.”

> purpose of the contest
is to recognize those farmers
who have made a great effor
over the years to protect the
they farm. “In a way thi

s recognition for .good
stewardship of land,” the
chairman stated. “All the

conservation farmers, who hav
done their best to preserve their
precious land, have been win-
ners, whether they are tops in
the contest or not.” |

Further Competition
three top conservation
farmers in Des Moines county
will join in competition witl
winning farmers in 11 other
t Jowa counties, and if
il they may be in fur-
competition for state

The contest is co-sponsored

by soil conservation district
and the Des Moines Register
and Tribune farm dep
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DES MOINES COUNTY officials review the

values of a standard soil survey with state soil sei-

entists. From left are Jim

Hodges, county extension

director; Albert Schulz, soil district eommissioner

(seated); Les Hamilton, supervisors

airman; Wil-

son T. Moon, state conservationist; Dr, Tom Fen-
ton, Towa Experiment Station, and County Asses-

sor Paul Rynell.

Soil Survey
Discussed

State officials in soll con-|agricultural land,” the conserva-

servation discussed the values

tionist stated. “Therefore, many

of a standard soil survey for|assessors are setting aside
Des Moines Couaty with county| funds to hurry up the comple-
and local representatives last tion of the survey in their
week at the Federal Building. |areas.”

The meeting, sponsored by| County assessor Paul Rynell
the Des Moines County Soil|emphasized how valuable soil

DOUBLE STOPPER. Two Dept. of Agriculture
lruckg parked in the Federal Building lot near
Washington and Front stopped a runaway truck
shortly after noon Friday, Brakes apparently failed
on a New London Farmers Coop grain truck of
soybeans, driven by Steven Hunter, 21, New Lon-

. |funds are used in this project,
" |Moon fielded many questions

Conservation  District, was
attended by 30 persons repre-|
senting the county government,
city of Burlington and pural
communities. . - A

State Cnservadionist Wilson
T. Moon of Des Moines
rexpiained how the work im
soil survey has built gp in
lowa during the pastffew
years mainly due to" the
demand by county govern-
ment for the information.%

"Bouf county and city as-

survey will be for his appraisal
work. City planner Craig Eaton
pointed out the use of the soil!
inventory for sound planning!
and zoning and better land usg.

Dr. Tom Fenton, agronom-

Experiment Station, told the
group how much befter the,
| new survey will be than the
original survey of 1921. “The

much as 4,000 acres per day,
using the limited knowledge
of that time,” he stated.

sessors are finding soil survey
inforniation highly valuable in
setting equitable evaluations on

Moon Answers Queries
After describing the way in
which county, state ‘and federal

from the group.

Further | action frém Des
Moines County is pending, until |
the county ‘conference board |
meets fo decide on entgring the

program., g
Supervisor Merle K¢ said
this week: “The | dis-

| cussed the soil sirvey; that's
|about as far as it went, The
| cost is the big thing.”

“The 1970 soil surveyor will
map from 500 to 600 acres per
day, using modern techniques
| and the knowledge gained over
| th= past 50 years.”

‘ The soil sciéntist went on {o

explain that the original report
merely. Showed the location of
a limited number of soil types
and a briéf description of them.
The modern survey includes
information about” chemical
content, physical properties,
and many recommendations for
engineering, agricultural and
other uses.

Cendinsisl ¢W'&fd‘

ist with the Iowa Agricultural |

original surveyor mapped as'|
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| A TERRACE and an erosion
control dam have been comple-
ted by Linton Murphy on the
Ed Murphy farm north o1
Burlington on the Stony Hollow
Road as part of the erosion
control work on the farm. {
~_Earlier in the spring tile had,

|been installed to provide outlets
| for these and fulure terraces.

CFCIE:  BURKEY has
rearranged the landscape on his
Pleasant Grove township farm
east of New Jondon

He has bulldozed the stumps
out on a 40-acre fract that had
the tiees cut for barrel staves
a few years back. It is now
ready to re-seed into a good
pasture crop. Needing water, he
had the soil conservation ser-
vice design a farm pond. The
water from the pond has been

| piped to supply the water where
|he needs it for livestock and
|farm use

don, police said. The eastbound truck crossed the

.‘\Inip-\\’ashinnion intersection, missed a service
station and other parked cars, and went over a
2-foot dropoff before striking the parked vehicles.
Hunter, who was reported “shaken up,” was treat-

ed and dismissed from Memoria] hospital. No one
else was injured.
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KENNETH WEHAGE, Huron
township, is building terraces
on the south 80 of his farm
which he purchased last year
from Mrs. Theodore Blake

He will have nearly = Nel
of terraces when completed.
|They will control erosion on
|about 40 acres of cropland.
‘,‘General direction of the
|terraces will be mnorth and
[south, allowing machine
operations to be carried out the

|long way of the 80,

A different feature of his
|terrace system will be that one
terrace  will be installed
(crosswise to the  farming
direction. An area of the field
slopes to the south and rows
will tend to carry runoff down
hill for a distance. To control
this hazard, the terrace will be

.installed but the rows and field
operations will continue right
over the terrace.

Ralph E. Dewey, district
conservationist, says it is hoped
this construction of a terrace;
will do a good job of breaking
up the runoff and erosion on|
the field. Any soil movement!
above the terrace will be caught |
in the channel. Some extra
| maintenance will be necessary
to keep this arrangement
'effective. The arrangement is
of an experimental nature and

THIRSDAY 111V 23. 1970
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Resource Study
Starts In Area

Des Moirtes county will be|agencies that are concerned.
included in a natural resource| Improved recreation, fish and
study that will be taken by the|wildlife resources, better water
U.S. Soil Conservation Service. |supply and quality are the

Th pase of t expected outcome of this inves-
begarel pt,l;ﬁs mo;ihhfsmtl;d);: ::; tigation. The study will also

; |include needs for flood preven-
the overall environment better| jon drainage and irrigation of
in eastern lowa. farmland.

The area to be studied will | Assisting the Soil Conserva-
extend from north of Austin, |tion Service in this project will
Minn,,  southeasterly to |be technical people from the
Burlington. About two-thirds |Economic Research Service and
of Des Moines county will be |U.S. Forest Service. )
included in the study.

According to District Con-
servationist Ralph E. Dewey,|
the areas here to be studied|
include Flint river, Yellow
Spring creek, Hawkeye-Dolbee
drainage channel and Dry‘
{Branch watersheds. |

' Federal Coordination

|
The U. S. Soil Conservation
| Service will coordinate the long

Burkinglss, Mot 15

3 9270
KENNETH WEHAGE, Huron

range study with the sponsors

it will be interesting to watch and other Tlocal
its effectiveness. Prior to,
terracing  Wehage instal!ed[
several thousand feet of tile"
outlets for the system.

Dasderglin Nacrdoiger 7-2 70
Resource Study
Starts In Area

i unty will be|agencies that are concerned.
ingﬁsdedM ti)nm.: n?hua{ resource| Improved recreation, fish and
study that will be taken by the|wildlife resources,_better water
U.S. Soil Conservation Service. |supply and quality are the

ﬂmxexpected outcome of t}u..s inves-
| T P o t.he ey |tigation. The study will also
began this month is to make ;1,40 needs for flood preven-
|the overall environment better|tion drainage and irrigation of
|in eastern Towa. farmland. #

i Assisting the Soil Conserva-
| extT::dlir::mhn::ths‘:fdieA‘:smg tion Servnie in this project will
Minn,,  southeasterly to |be technical people from thg
Burlington. About two-thirds |Economic Research Service an
of Des Moines county will be |U~S. Forest Service.
| included in the study.

According to District Con-
servationist Ralph E. Dewey,
the areas here to be studied
include Flint river, Yellow
Spring creek, Hawkeye-Dolbee
drainage channel and Dry
Branch watersheds.

Federal Coordination
The U. S. Soil Conservation
Service will coordinate the long
range study with the sponsors
and other local and state

and state

township, is building terraces
on the south 80 of his farm
which he purchased last year|
from Mrs. Theodore Blake

He will have neariy = 8
of terraces when completed.
They will control erosion on
about 40 acres of 'cropland.

General direction . of . the
terraces will be north .and
south, ~allowing machine

operations to be carried out the|
long way of the 80. |

A different feature of this
terrace system will be that one|
terrace  will be installed
crosswise fto the farming
direction. An area of the field
slopes to the south and rows
will tend to carry runoff down
hill for a distance. To_ contzol
this hazard, the terrace will be

Eroded frawa) area off High east of Third

Erosio
As Bvi

Soil erosion
problem as
District Con
E.
Thursday.

A case in pol

Becibong lore Nasdbe

‘rosum Is City !_’)l:ﬂoblem |
s Evidenced By US 534 |

be"a city Citing a silt deposit at]
al one, Columbia and Main, Dewey§aid|
Ralph that “‘although the deposit of
out washed in soil was slight at
|this point, it was obvious that

"5 the|the source of the debris Was

Wednesday night rain and its the construction site of the

effect on the "US 534 freeway|freeway north of the hospital,
area, the US Soil Conservation more than four blocks away,
Service expert said today.

7/':;""’/’*‘(" }.'a“ ’L‘:«‘ 177'.]'7‘-‘__

installed but the rows and field
“operations will - right
Pm “..__,'A \:

- Ralph E. Dewey, districti|
conservationist, says it is hoped|
this construction™f a terrace
will do a good job of breaking
\up the runoff and erosion on|
the field. Any Soil movement
above the terrace will be caught
in the channel. Some exira
maintenance will be necessary
to lgeep this  arrangement
(elfective. The arrangement is

10! an experimental nature and

it “will be interesting to watch
its  effectiveness, Prior to
|terracing 'Wehage installed
|several thousand feet of tile
outlets for the system. |

Conservation
Work on

Lucas Farm

Cut and fill, straight, parallel,
tile inlet, terraces are being
constructed now on the Harry
Lucas farm.

You are invited to stop and see
this terrace design, These
terraces eliminate 80 to 95%
of all point rows. Waterways

Loss otq )
soll, lime, fertflizer and or-

ganic matter is nearly 100
controlled. A
This farm is located tn section
4 of Franklin township,

e — e S D G S S L S SN S TE e e RS R

“Bright yellow clay and silt
could be seen all the way from !
the freeway to the corner. of
Main and Washington where the
stream of silt disappeared into
the city sewer.”

Drivers on North Third durlng“
the storm could see the soil
washing rapidly from ° the|
construction site, as FHoodlike ||
waters rushed across the streef |
nearly six inches deep at times. |

Dewey estimated that losses |
.from the site probably would ”
amount to at least a half a |
day’s hauling by dump trucks. |

“This is an unusual demon-|
stration of erosion,” Dewey‘
said, “but it serves to point
out that conserving our soils
can affect everyone . Open
construction areas such as this
need to be prolected as much|
as possible to keep such

destruction from happening.”

—

(
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BRI T RS SPEAKING OF soils, Ralph
{)«.t.n?é 0 Mooyt L/(‘v‘ Dewey of the Des Moines
| MR. AND MRS, 5. . County Soil Conservation Ser-
,BARTON and Mr. and Mrs.| vice, tells us some progress is
William Vierling of Mediapolis,| now being made in the building
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Schulz| of terraces and other erosion ]
Rt, 3, and Mrs. Mildred Klein-| | control structures now there
kopf, Burlington, state clerk in!  have been some days without
\the local soil conservation| \l'ain. e

office, attended the state con- m
ference of soil district com- R
ﬂzskn'tmers in Wa‘t.erloo la§t 'M. ,,‘m,{!

Barton, Vierling dhd Schulz |
are commissioners of the Des
Moines County Soil District,

All' three were elected last
February when the board was
increased from three to five
members.

is motors stopped operations

until anew one was located.

~able '
5o
On a nearby farm just over
the Henry county line, the

Stephen Williams farm was the

|scene last week of the soil

|judging contest sponsored by
vocational agriculture depart-
ments of high schools and the

Soil Conservation Service.

, . The Winfield vocational team
placed first and Mediapolis
second. Wayne Corriell is the

8 Winfield instructor and James
| Howell instructor at Mediapolis

Ervin Bohlen, Flint River
"ltownship farmer thought
the terraces he built were too
high but found they took the|
|rains without the runoff water
{going over the top. Wateri
| accumulated up to the ears of
com in the deepest spols as

| the surplus water drained away |
’m‘m very little soil being|

moved.

Don Muhm

‘Soil Awards |
| Wednesday

MEDIAPOLIS — The spot-
light will be on soil conserva-|
tion here Wednesday evening,
Nov. 4, at Immanuel Lutheran
church, where Don Muhm will
help the Des Moines County Soil|
Conservation District present!
awards to outstanding conserva-
tion farmers.

WILLIAM VIERLING, east of|

Mediapolis, built a bracket that|surface water. They are being
fit over the back axle of his|constructed with flat sides so
combine that enables him to|operation of - hines will
have the machine pushed|not.'be d.  William
through the wet spots by a|Ji is tenant on this farm.
tractor with a blade attached : "

in front, This worked wﬁ 6|5, CLYDE MEEKER, in the

said, for a few rods but where|South-east part of Huron town-

Clarence Kuntz in Huron
township has built some four
miles of terraces to prevent
lerosion and slow water runoff
on the former Gates farm he
now owns, The farm is on the
bluff to the west of where he
lives on Highway 99.

|  The annual Soi! District |

banquet at which awards are |

made is being planned for
November, according to Henry |
Dockendorif, chairman, of |
Danville.

The Frances Cook' farm on
whih John Seymour is tenant
and A. M, Wagner, with Dick
Mapel as tenant, are in the
running for area and state
awards. |

We hear that the format of
the annual affair may be
stepped up slightly if one or |
|both farms should receive
further recognition.

Terracing is starting on the
Robert Baird farm South of
Morning Sun.

Tom Eland is doing some
tiling "on his farm east of|
Mediapolis. With the coopera-
tion of Lyman Howe, his
neighbor to the east, surplus
waler is drained through a
main tile across the neighboring
farm. i

Rex Mackey, contractor doing
the tiling, was all set fo put
on a demonstration for the
Mediapolis vocational agricul-

ture class the first of last week :

when a condenser on one of

| there was a long wet spot he/ship, is installing an intensive

still had trouble,

THE SEASON'S wet weather
has stimulated interest in field
drainage, according to Ralph
| Dewey, county planner with the
| Soil Conservation Service.

| Surface drainage is being used

in level bottom. and tile
for the most pa l& upland
fields. oF 2 N

WESLEY EWINGER and
Glenn Berterman, in Jackson
township, are planning Surface
drainage to carry off surplus
surface water, The Ewinger
project will involve the moving
of some 15,000 cubic yards of
earth. The job is being spread
|over two years.

IN HURON Township the
drainage ditches serving the
Bernice Scarber farm have
been cleaned out and deepened.
A series of shallow surface
ditches ‘are being constructed
every 300 feet o carry off

;& 2 -%«-/:’1 l

J-1f- Jo

tile system with mains and lat-
Ierals that will earry excess wa-
|ter into the drainage ditches.
. Sam Stonoff to the south of
the Meeker farm is putling in
some tile to carry water from'
a low spot;‘.' It was necessary
to cut through a high spot so
the tile could be emptied into
a drainage ditch. Surplus dirq
is being used fo fill in the Jow|
ol ; |
Leon Luttenegger, operator o!lx
the Stonoff farm, has helped as!
he has been using ,surface
drainage on fields that he owns.

DALE HAZEN, in Washington
township, and Walter Fritz, in
| Union township, have had some
|problems with seep spots in
their fields. These spots, Ralph
Dewey tells us are caused on
hillsides where the water drains
down to a less impervious clay

layer and theg moves out to
the surface the clay .ul
e |

to install the mext few'
months  that “Wwill ~intercept

surplus  water above these

spots.

Muhm is the farm editor of
the Des Moines Register and
| Tribune, co-sponsor of the an.
(nual conservation awards pro-
gram with soil districts.

His program will feature
his views in words and pic-
 tures of his tour of European
agriculture last winter. Muhm
is president of the Newspaper
| Farm Editors of America,
| District  €hairman Henry
Dockendorff of Danville said
these awards will be presented
|at the meeting:
|

| Outstanding Conserva tion
| Teacher of 1970—James Howell,
vocational agriculture instructor
at Mediapolis Community high
school,

/ Owner-tenant award — fo Mrs,
Frances Cook, Hays, Kan., and
John Seymour, Danville,

New cooperator award — A

M. Wagner & Sons and Dick
Mapel of Danville.

Owner - operator award —
Harold Yohe of Mediapolis.

The annual award banquet s
sponsored locally by Burlington,
Danville and Mediapolis banks
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ACCEPTING AWARDS at the
annual Des Moines County Soil Con-
servation District banquet were, from
left, James Howell, vocational agri-
culture instructor at Mediapolis Com-
munity high school; John Seymour,
Danville, tepant winner; Harold

Soil Awards

By BOB SOGARD
MEDIAPOLIS — he silver| '

Yohe, owner-operater winner, and
I)}\ ight Stucker, representing A. M.
Wagner & Sons, to‘receive the new
cooperator -award for the Wagners
and Dick Mapel, tenant on the Wag-
ner farm near Danville:

Given

lord and new coo] yin- i i

L - Iver| ! perator win-|bottom, Des Moines, assistant

aoniversary of the Des Momeﬂnlng entries were judged best in dlreclo;'of the Soil Conservation
their divisions in the 12-county|Seérvice; Dewey Bondurant, Des

, slate SCS engineer, and

‘g)un‘tySoilConservation
Tvice . was observed here southeast Iowa region. Also, the
‘;Wr;gd_x;e:nd::l :;ng;n it?;:ngof v;::th cooperator wlho edged out Yohe|Johm ' Eckes, Fairficld, area
- was regional sw in-1 constructi o] ;
‘stelqimg Al recopn g g sweeps}akes win-| construction engineer.
‘ SCS  banquet al| The awards were gi Ithe
. e a given out the  Registe
‘Immauuel‘ Lutheran church was|by district board members Rex| newspapegrs' 7 gpresenied  the
the occasion to honor outstand-|Troute, Albert Schultz and S.|R&T, cospon "o( the awards
Eng farm owners _and tendnts|S. Barton, who was master ot‘wilh'me districl, )
a'nd an agriculture mstqvcfb‘ras ceremonies for the basquet.| Muhm  gage’ 1'(5ohlomd slide
ucfgzas the past district com-|Others on the board are William | pre.scnlal’I‘ of  his trip to
mitteemen. : | Vierling, Harold Linder, secre-| Europe this yéar as a guest
Past metiibérs of the - dis: tary. and Horace Sutton, of the West .German govern
frict committee on hand for | (iyests | |ment. He is_president of the
M (et wets., Edvil etiiesLs at the banquet, spon- Newspaper Farm Editors of
} Cling, a member of the first sored by banks of Des Moines| America,
| gmm.ittee formed in 1945;
ugh Jamison; Homer J e .
Webbwad: Walter. Evres £ | Bl wac e o e
;:2. Pilling; Theodore Berning; ’ Dici‘{ Mapel oper'a t:rwnrx)er. 'ZITd
| Eugene Schulte; Ha he. | || i pasanivite. (¢
g S old Yohe. | | Completed is a complete system
Other past soil tommissioners| |!{0f soil ~control with terraces|
| were Noah Schrock, John Blaul, :|and tile drains. This system also
I”ﬂ'vm‘d Gieselman, Kenneth -|controls the runoff into Lake
Redfern, and Art Corman. ‘ 1| Geode
| Awards presentéd and the '
accomplishments ciled: ‘

| Owner-operator *— Harold | B““’é’"‘tﬁ"' ? s
|Yohe, Mediapolis, Installed|. [I=5-7¢
were tile outlet terraces, open|;

drainage, tile drains and ;

erosion control dams,

and Tribune

Henry Dockendorff, district

Tenant-landlord — Mrs.
| Frances. Cook, Hays, Kan,
owner, and , John Seymour,
| Danville, tenant. Completed on
|this B0-acre farm in the Geode
watershed is a complete erosion
|control plan including outlet
terraces, tile drains, grassed||
| waterways and an erosion!i
| control outlet for the entire|
system. ‘

chairman, said the tenan!-land-'couniy. included Fred Higgin-

‘ Don Muhm, farm editor of

Windbreak
Plans Needed

Prepare now for springtime

windbreak plantings, advises
District Conservationist Ralph
Dewey of Burlingtom:
A “great many of our older
farmsteads are suffering from
Gay Nineties’ windbreaks,”
Déwey claims, “and the best
time to plan replacements is
the autumn before planting
season.

(%A good deal of thought
should be a part of a wind-
break plan,” the conserva-
:nlst continued. Some older

elterbelts were located well
50 years ago, but do mot fit
modern farming.

‘A big factor in a moderni
windbreak is protection of the
liying area and the livestock.
Care should be taken to avoil|
placing trees where they  may
cause drifting on roads and
travel areas.

“The inside edge of a wind-
break should be somewhere
between 50 and 100 feet from
the area to be protected.”
Dewey goes on. “‘In lowa, pre-
vgiling winter winds are north
and west. These, then, are the|
logical directions for planting
the shelter area.” |

Many farmers may find their
boildings too close to a road.
for best windbreak planning.\
the planner states. “Each

lanting set-up will need indi-
| planning. The soil con-
ation service provides such

wih Ip on request, SO|
fhat ators may plant the
rightkind of trees on the proper‘

el in the proper way.

. *Onepther factor is cost and
supply of planting stock,”
Dewey concludes. Fall planning
for spring planting can assure|
you of a betler choice of plant
Material, with a prospect for

early order savings. |

w’flilfﬂor—

Among the recognitions and
observances at the annual Des
Moines County Soils District
dinner at the Lutheran church
in Mediapolis, tribute was paid
to the men who have served
as commissioners of the district
during the 25 years since it
was organized.

Those present for the
Wednesday  evening dinner
sponsored by Des Moines
county banks were: Edwin

Cling, Mediapolis, 2 member of
the original board of three
commissioners elected early In
1946; Hugh Jamison, Mediap-
olis; Homer Woodward and
Walter Eyre of Burlington: C:
1, “Jack” Pilling and Theodore
Berning of Mediapolis, Eugene
Schulte, Burlington Rt. 3, and
Harold Yohe, Mediapolis.

Other commissioners Who
have served are Noah Schrock
now of Burlington and the late
John Blaul, who lived at
varmouth; Howard Gieselman
then of Burlington, now living
west of Wapello; the late
Kenneth Redfern, of Yarmouth,
and Art Corman of Sperry.

The district has been served
by three county planners of the
Soil Conservation Service, Ray
Audsley, retired and living in
Burlington, John Baker now
living in the east, and Ralph
Dewey the present planner,

THE DISTRICT was author-
ized by landowners in the coun-
ty at a special election after
petitions  had been filed
requesting the vote, Schrock,
Blaul and Cling weretelected
as the commissioners and took
office in February of 1946,

The board was expanded to
five in 1969 with Henry
Dockendorf, ~Danville; Rex
Troute, Burlington; Albert
schulz, Rt, 3; S. S. Barton,
and William  Vierling of
Mediapolis, now serving as
commissioners.

The commissioners are the

governing body of the Soil Dis-|

trict and work with the Soil
Conservation Servive to estab-
lish soil saving practices on
farms in the county.

WM‘#‘
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Top Farmer
A City Boy.

By Don Muhm

Tha Rogisters Faron Edliarde "o

BURLINGTON, 14. — IF b
can't get the right kind of seed
corn, Rex Troute, 36, of Bur-
lington, is go- b,
ing to raise
more soybeans.

Troute plant-
ed seven differ- ==
ent corn  hy- 6 Wi
brids this year. Only thee
were resistant to the eorn
blight.

The difference in bushel out-
put of blight-resistant cornyand
susceptible corn? It figures out
to nearly half a corn crop, fyom
the poorest to the best yield
he's harvested this fall

“1 found a terrible variation
in vields,” Troute confided.

My poorest fields, the one
hit by the blight the wors!
vielded about 70 to 75 bushels
per acre. And some of that
corn isn't the best quality.

On the other hand, my best
corn — the resistant types
will hit 150 bushels per acre {
way things look now."

Yield Contesls |

Troute knows somethin
about shooting for fop corn
yields. He competes in eorn
vield contests and scored @n
official 168 bushels per acre ir
one major contestin 1969,

This year, Troute planted hali
of the 400 acres he farms to
corn. He has farmed on his owr
for 11 years, overcoming th

“handicap” of being raised in
town in Carthage, Ill. His
wife, Darlene, was born ‘on a
farm near Burnside, Il

A testimony to  Troute's
success as a farmer, despite
COUNTRY —

| Please turn to Page [

his .vﬁ' the fact

that he was named an
outs young farmer by
the Bur n Jaycees and
the fact that this year he and
his family were named re-
gional wigners in the Towa
farm family contest spon-
sored by the Farmers Home
Administration.”

He credits part of his success
to his wife's helps “Darlene
can do anylhi;lg — from ¢hores
to plowing or running the mm-
bine. She really pitehes in.”

Leal Blight
Likesa ‘many fdrmers
this year, encolintered
southern cofn leaf bli tn his
fields for the first lS

blight spreadi \il of
cornfields an

southeast Towa. |
Most susceptible was eorn

containing lexas. male
sterile ¢ . corn thqt
does mot deuuellng
as geed. market in
August re ildly to news
of the s ,pf the Blight.
None of xop observers,
including s, could pre-
dict whﬁ@ rge
dlse cause.

4 B3 if ‘fnttication, that the
co®n blight +was: g
Troufe'sayssr &

Hm cornﬁafds lie:

Plu_itlr’g Schedul
Although, four, of the seven
different “hybrids planted
were susceptibles $athe corn
blight, Troute rationalizes that
the bufk of his acres had been
panted to reslstanl corn hy-
brids:

Abaut his 1971 corn plans
Troute confides: “If I can get
thél al' seed carn, the kind
that esists the blight, T will
Lickwim my Same corn plant-
ing sthedule.

| - “If Ifean't, jhcn I'm moving
to ybeans."
Ht feeds out about 100 bead
oﬁc.we,'h'bwt 400 hogs and
has a herd 6820 stock cows.

His extra-curricular activities
include serving as vice-chair;
| man of the Des Moines Coun-
ty Soil Conservation District.
He has been a commissioner

nvade ﬂelds !
across much ef the Corn Belt,
including this crop-rich area of|

d-33-7¢

1 City to Farm

llex'-'l'mmc "ﬁ.ﬂﬂtﬂngton. is a city boy who married
qﬁk inrmpt da 4 Snrned to farming. The Troutes
B ‘have earmed for their achievements during their

‘l) yiars o“aﬂ in Des Moines County.

with Ihls soll dislﬂct
 three years :

d@arwdys, re im
[rovement e mnall herd
of best cowl 1s of his
ntecest in d

_| “The Trotites j@: four chil
dre\. Rex L., 14; DA ana, 12;
Carla; 10; and Todd, ¢
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Does pollution conirol pay?

Pesticides, soil
get into streams

By DAVE COLLOGAN
“If they canisée a Wwa
make it economically,
they'a do it B

Dewey said, “‘but they haven't
to| seen the valuz of keeping the
-soll they're using from going

awn the stre K

: terested in the
of.water purity is Tom
a chemist who works
TAAP, Martin said only
ently have devices been as
fsemblea which can measure
such pesticides in water,
“When you're speaking of

preblem in  combat
mounting pollution of §
sissippi — people won't do any:
thing about i if it is going
to cost them money. amounts like several parts per
Dewey, district conservation-|biltion, it's like trying to find
ist for the US. Soil Conserva-|a bucketful in a stadium —
Service, was referring|it takes a lot of looking,” said
specifically to farmers who fail| Martin
lo use erosion prevention tech-| Mart 3 lab will be doing an

niques on their farms, thereby| extes«#*. study of water going

allowing much good topsoil and\im:, and leaving the plant using
tons of pesticides o wash into|atomic absorbtion methods.
river. While soil grosion has|This equipment, however, is
'g been recognized as a|very complicated and expen-
oblem, only recently have the sjve

gers of pesticidesrunoff been
tified

Martin said there are other
pesticides, organo-phosphates,
which can be used in place
of the ‘chlorinated-hydrocar-
bons like dieldrin, He said
these can be just as effective
in killing pests and have a
short half life so there won't
be the problem of residues

cropping up in ﬂul‘)‘:%;l other

A number of chemicals
have been found in fish sam-
ples here, particularly dield-
rin. Dieldrin is sometimes the
primary pesticide used, but
much of that found in the
river apparently is a result
of the break-down of aldrin,
another pesticide.

orgamisms. o
¥ el
Levels of 435 parts per billion However, economics plays a
of dieldrin were found in fish|part here too, Martin said the
at Burlington and 380 ppb at|organo-phosphates are a little
Keokuk in tests conducted dur-|more expensive than the other
' ing the summer. Federal Food | pesticides and their use has not
and Drug Administration offi-| beer: wide-spread in this area,
cials say that fish with levels| g .
higher than 300 ppb should not|  Shouldn’t Point Fingers
be '‘consumed. At least one| Although the villain" in the
commercial fisherman has gone Pesticide problem might appear
out of business and others are|1* be the fatmer, Dewey said
considering that prospect, but|People 'should ‘avoid pointing
little has been done about‘lmgl?'s' Hﬁs'm ee"';r-"":f “;’:;
snt i realize “it is an nomic fa
slespisgupihe river. of lie aodiaih that by
| Something Can Be Done allowing large amounts of
| Dewey maintains that there | chemicals info the water supply
are things which can be done, |the entire enyifonment is slowly
f{one of them being scil erosion;bem‘: poisoned. Time shouldn’t
| prevention. be wasted worrying about who
| “Ninety per cent of the runoff ‘is doing the most damage,
| can be controlled,” Dewey said. Dewey said, The effort should
He said terracing has long been|be toward cleaning it up and
| recognized as a way to stop preventing it in the future.
| runoft but it had proven too| A man who might be expected
expensive  for large farm|to downgrade the warnings of
|operations. Dewey said there is|the environmentalists is Bert
a newer technique which can|Brayton, president of Brayton

be used oa largen farms, but Chemicals. Brayjon's firm sup-
i‘peopleiill ‘,zliec jeldr d aldrin to
ted in putting in thasne y|othor

|work and monej turn «

SR Brayton, hoy
“They've seen the value of + &
adding fertilizer and chemi- | so;m;ﬂ:lngm

ki ¥r: )
cals to get a better crop,” “We must do the

which are necessary to curh
the abuse and we must reaiize
it will cost extra,” said
Brayton.

Brayton agreed with Martin
that the organo-phasphates may|
pre > a partial answer to the!
n, but he said even these
be chosen carefully with
ious eye on the effects
they may produce, He said he
believes the crux ofithe"problem
is the abuse of chemicals,
their use,

People have to be educated,
Brayton said, about what the
chemicals can do and how they
should be used. He said much
of the present problems stems

pro

a ca

| Irw‘dlessly heavy amounts
'OC \pestigides being dumped
land,

on the

Vet 3

This “abuse” 2s he termed ||

Catfish sales lagging

1t Is not practiced by the farmer

[

|

alone, he said. Many homeown-| chemicals,”

ers use the chemicals to excessl
on their lawns. Rain washes|
them into the sewer system and|
eventually into the river where
the; enter the food chain.

“We 1ust do the things that
are necessary to curb the abuse
and we might have to give up
some of our freedom to use

P)

D sin bl

Catfish longer than 15

inches

Ersyloq sald.
He feels it may be neces. |

sary to license those who sell
chemicals,
way pharmacists are licensed.
Wi
he said proper control and
education is the only way to
combat the problem.

much the same

hile this might prove costly,

=<y 14‘,(4fo /=16 -7 ¢

farmers 4o take water. run-off

taken from ‘the Mlsskmlhuﬂrel

the Burlington-Keokuk qu
inay contain dm{gemus levels
of the pesticide dieldrin.

This information, released in
a state survey, has,alarmed fish
fanciers and cut sales of catfish
in stores along the river.

Gov. Robert Ray said last"

Week a survey eonducted by
the State Hygeni¢ ‘Lahoratory
for the Tows Conservation
Commission reyedled dieldrin
“has built up in the tissues
of fish above acceptable
levels,”

A dieldrin level of 300 parts
penybillion is the limit set by
the) federal Food and Drug
administration, ~ Caffish and
Bullheads caught “at Burlington
bad as high as 435 ppb. of the
insecticide and as high as 380
Ppb. at Keokuk.

Ralph E. Dewey, district
conservationist, U. S.  Soil
Conservation Service, explained
the situation as follows:

“Digldrin is an insecticide
which' farmers spray on the
surface to control leaf-eating

insects. It washes down into the
rivers and streams, soon settles
on'the bottom, and catfish and
bullheads, who feed on the
bottoms, accumulate it.

“The pan fish — bass, blue-
gills, crappies — who feed off
the surface of the water, don't
accumulate much poison.”

Dewey said that conservation-
ists are attempting to induce

, “Quite a few farmerssare
going into catfish xamﬁi
raising the fish in ponds on
their farms,” Dewey stated.
“These ponds can be con-
taminated, too."
Dewey said that catfish 15
inches and longer are the ones
*in"which the state investigators
found ' dangerous® levels of
dieldrin, )
‘"“They're the older fish and

counterpart, Dallas €ty 's
Thomas Welker, both said they
thad received no' " ‘official
information  regarding  dan-
gerous concentrations of  diel-
drin in Mississippi river fish.
Both repored that Ilinois:
officials ran tests in the Dallas
City-Niota vicinity “three or
four months ago,” but didn'i
inform the fishmongers of their
. findings.
All I know is what I get from

have been eating the contamin-— the news,” Haigh asserted. *I

ated food longer,” he explained.

While the levels of the poison
in fish taken locally is above
safe limits, other areas.in the
stale have even higher
readings. ;

At the Coralville Reservoir on
the Jowa river near lowa City
some fish haye been taken with
dieldrin levels as high as 1,440
ppb. §

On the Nishnabotna near
Hamburg levels as high as 1,600
have been reported in bottom-
feeding fish. Fishermen in both
of these areas were warned this
summer about the dangerous
pesticide levels in the fish.

The warnings are having a
noticeable effect on fish sales,

John Haigh, propriefor of
Haigh fish market in Niota, Il 5
said. catfish sales have drepped
50 per cent since news stories
a few days ago indicated
poisonous dieldrin had been
found in catfish.

No Word from State

Haigh ' and" his' ~upriver

wish the state conservation
departments would give us
some information about this.”

D“L;L. j("_;' %Aw—fﬂyr(/
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|to install tile in the next few ture in the ground, it will {ake|

e o S — months® that will mtercgpLionIy a few warm days to sprout
'sdrp)us water above these and get it above the ground.
spots. |

| KEVIN LOTZ, son of Mrs

JOHN BROKAW, Stronghurst, and Mrs, Phil Lotz of Morning
|who is in the Illinois Beef Per- Sun, did so well with nis pig
formance Téstidg program, has project this past summer he
!had 140 head of calves weighed has purfﬂl,spd two baby beeves
| and' graded, . to feed, in addition to a litter

The records are kept so the of pigs for his, 4H projects this
fastest-gaining ani may be year.

selected and the eows that eq !
3 the calvdmm thel JOE GRANT, an agriculture

BY WALTER B. EYRE

Cool damp weather slowed|Mediapolis, built a bracket that|surface water. They are being fastest gain and the highest education student from the

the remaining com and soybean|fit over the back axle of his|constructed with flat sides so

harvest.

“Robert Dowling, Lee county|bave the » !
#xtension director, estimated 80|through the wet spofs by a|Janssen is tenant on this farm, | The Weighing at grading
per' cent of the soybeans and|tractor with a-blade attached
50 per cent of the corn has|inifront. This worked well, he|

been harvested.
Curt Eisenmayer, of the
Henderson county extension

il Muscatine area college, is

b g L ]workmg and training at the

 kept
herd. g .

combine that enables him to|operation of farm my hines will
machine pushed not be hampered. William

Oakville Feed and Grain in
Oakville, Joe is from Pulaski
in Davis county where he was
| 3 3 P02 future farmer. He will work
said, for a few rods but where|south-east part of Huron town-| adviser in agriculture, and Joelgn ‘oot through November
there was a long wet spot he|ship, is installing an intensive| Peasley, Bob Dillon and Richl$han " return to classes at

[ | was done under the Supervision
| €LYDE MEEKER, in the of Curt Eisenmayer, extension

still had trouble. |tile syStem with mains and lal-

f

erals that will carry excess wa-

gL Muscatine.
BILL ROSS, Gladstone, has

office, estimated 80 per cent| THE SEASON'S wet weather

been elected chairman; Mrs.

of the corn and 95 per cenmt|has stimulated interest in field ter into the drainage ditches.

of the beans had been (aken
out of the field.

Gaylord Elliott, Louiga
County extension director, esti-
mated only 20 per cent of both
corn and soybeans have not
been harvested.

THE RAINS, amounting to
more than an inch the first
week of this month, made field
work more difficult. It was too
wet to plow in many fields.
Combines were getting stuck in
many cases where an effort was
:'neging made to continue harvest-

Fall spreading of fertilizer is|
also being hampered by wet|
fields. Only a small percentage|
of the plowing that would nor-
mally be finished' by this time
has been done.

W VIERLING, east of

drainage, according to Ralph

Sam Stonoff to the south of Garland Lefler, vice-chairmang

Dewey, county planner with the the Meeker farm is putting in Mrs. Jerry Malcolm, Carman,
ey ty p ner u“: some file to carey. water from|secretary and James Corzdlt,
| a low spot. It was necessary Raritan, treasurer, of the
‘5 to cut through a high spot so|Henderson county Exiension
aniiithe tile could be emptied into|committee. They will serve as
/& drainage ditch. Surplus dirt|the executive committee.

18 beig used to fill in the lowi A NEW HOME ECONOMICS
. 4H club was organized at|
. son| Leon Luttenegger, operator of
! planning surface|the Stonoff farm, has helped as &i:awlli:rr? gﬁ:gerﬂle_m l:itl:‘e
drainage to carry off surplus he has been using surface Tiader -
surface water. The Bwinger|drainage on fields that he owns. E

MRS. MAYME GERST has
moved from her Huron town-
ship farm to Burlington. Her
son, Dwight Strassheim, has
moved to. the farm which he|

W_Wate.

RICHARD KLENK, Burling-
ton, receives our Good Citizen |
award for this week.

One evening as he was
driving out of Burlington, he
noticed a leaf fire running along
the curb on North Ninth street.
He stopped his car and stomped

project will involve the moving
of some 15,000 cubic yards of|

DALE HAZEN, in Washington
township, and Walter Fritz, in

4H premiums to Henderson have caused a damaging fire

OVER $2,000 was paid out in|out the fire which could easily

y members at Achievment | if left unchecked.

cHIS L The His being spread Union township, have had

over two years. . | problems with seep sp‘ob‘ ght on the 14th. THE LO!;ISA COUNTY 4H
IN HURON. Township the|their fields. These spots, Ra A MATTER of interest, club,awards banquet has been|

drainage ditches Serving the Dewey tells tis" are caused onfBob Davilla who lives just east| Set'for Jan. 2, at the Wapello

Bernice Scarber farm have| hillsides whereithe Water drains|of Burlington on US 34, seeded a| elementary school.

been cleaned out and deepened.| down to a lesssimpervious clay|field of wheat on Nov. 7. That\ Bill Small, Wapellp, is 4H|

A series of shallow surface|layer and them moves out to|is a bit late in the season, but|president and Jack Gipple, of |

ditches are being conslructed(the surface where the clay is|with a/ break in the weather|Columbus Junction, county |
every 300 feet to carry off|exposed. Plans are being made|and as there is plenty of mois-' committee chairman. {
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Erosion Is City Problem
|effect on the US 534 freeway|freeway north of the hospital,
area, the US Soil Conservation more than four blocks away.

[District Conservationist Ralph|that “although the deposit of ¢
is
Wednesday night rain and its the construction site of the

|
|
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Soil Surveys:

By Arlo Jacohson

RURAL HOUSING devel-

opment was built near Ce-
dar Rapids on ground that
was once a
sloigh where
ducks made
their home,
When the wa-
ter and the
ducks came
Jback, proper-
fy values

plummeted.
WILSON In Warren
MOON county a hous-

ing develop-
ment that would have de-
pended .on septic tanks was

forestalled when eounty offi-

cials learned the land was
not sultable for septic tanks
and required lot sizes that

would have made the land
development prohibitive.

The two. sifuations have a

common link: Soil surveys to
classily soil into types and
give the characteristics and
makeup of each, The soil sur-
vey program in Iowa is con-
sidered to he the most ag-
gressive among the 50 states.

The -soil surveys are con-
ducted under auspices of the
U.S. Soil Conservation Service
and hence are considered by
many to be agriculturally. ori-
ented.

That they are but the infor-
mation developed in the ex-
pensive and time-consuming
process of a soil survey is of
value not only to agricul-
turalists, but to housing de-
velopers, county road engi-
neers, regional planners and

county assessors, who use the

,surveys to help set land val-

ues for tax purposes.

The task of scientifically
suryeying every acre of Iowa
soil,  which Timped along
slowly for years with US.
Department of Agriculture
funds, has been speeded up
considerably with state and
county funds the last few
years and the job should be
completed in the forseeable
future.

That was the consensus of
a progress conference con-
ducted recently at the
Grimes State Office Building
by state and federal soil con-
servation officials and Iowa
State University representa-
tives.

S SHOWN in the accom-
panying map, 30 lowa
counties have been completed

bk | Aaniee

Counties in black on the above map are those in which soil survey map-
ping has been completed or is now in progress, Crosshatched counties are
those in which firm agreements have heen reached for initiation of soil surveys.

a&g‘b Nerres /L?ft-l;c_t:

and the project is advancing
at the rate of three and a
half counties per year. An
additional 19 counties . will
have their surveys coropleted
by July 1, 1971, and 14 other
counties have made firm of-
fers of sharing the cost

Wilson T. Moon, state con-
servationist, said that on top
of this, 14 other counties have
indicated an interest in mak-
ing a financial contribution
for initiation of a soil survey
and informational meetings
have been held to discuss the
program.

“Counties: continue to show
a real interest and have in-
dicated by their offers of con-
tributions that they are will-
ing to support the program at
a level that will permit con-
tinuation of field-mapping in
19 counties each year, provid-
ing other funding for this
purpose is sufficient. to.maet
the costs,"” Moon said.

Why a soil survey?

“A soil survey provides de-
tailed information concerning
the location and character-
istics of each kind of soil in a
county,” said Lacy I. Har-
mon, state soil scientist for
the U.S. Soil Conservation
Service,

“In nature, a kind of soil
can be thought of as having
unique properties as does
each kind of ‘flower, tree or
animal. Like (flowers and
trees, each kind of soil ha$ a
name and characteristics all
its own.”

The work of -classifying
soils, of which 150 different
Kinds . may be found in a
county, is so,intricate that it
takes a survey party of three
men four years to complefe a
county.

The “survey” includes com-

(= 3 =7

pilation of basic soil facts,
including a map showing the
location of each kind of soil,

and a precise description of

the properties of each.

The survey also provides

specific information and sug-
gestions concerning the man-
agement, use, and limitations

'y .

~

‘A Rural Tool With Urban Va/ués

of each soil, for crops, pas-

ture, woodland and wildlife.

Also included are various
engineering applications such
as construction and, mainte-
nance of commercial, indus-
trial and residential build-
SURVEY= '/

Please turn to Page Two
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Soil Scientist Lacy Harmon with Core Sample
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Lzsts Limits on Soil Usage

SURVEY—

Continued from Page One

ings, sfreets' and highways,
bridges, flood retarding and
control structures, drainage
and irrigation systems, plus
solid - and liquid waste dis-
posal systems.

This information is used for
such purposes as avoiding the
use of improper fill for a
roadbed, not allowing housing
devélopmenls in' unsuitable
areas, prohibiting use of sep-
tic tanks,in certain types of
soils. where they would not
funetion properly, and a thost
of others.

Agricultural purposes
would include land-use capa-
bility grouping and manage-
ment | suggestions; ferlilizer
and lime requirements, rela-
tive productivity and esti-
mate of, attainable crop
vields for a given seil type.

THE SURVEY wauld also

list restrictions and limita-
tions of soils, hazards associ-
ated with each soil and sug-
gestions for avercoming or
minimizing these obstacles.

William *G. Harringfon of
‘Cedar Rapids, Linn County
Engineer, commented at the
meeting .that his county’s
share of ' the .soil survey
would bé less than the cost of
buildinga modest home in an
improper Iocation, or replac-
ing washedﬂul fill' in a
roadbed.

“We had a housing devel-
opment built near Cedar Rap-
ids on a marsh where ducks
used to rest. Affer the devel-

came back and so did the mation in determlnmg cri-
ducks,” Harrington said. teria for regional and local
Robert W. Mickle, director land use, zoning, water and
of the Central Towa Regional sewer regulations and build-
Planning Commission, dis- ing and road standards
cussed the importance of He cited a specific instance
soils and topographic infor- in Warren county in which

John Highland, soil scientist from Ames, uses a
hydraulic probe mounted on a truck fo take soil core

qml survey mformauon was
used to prevent, development
of a housing ;area, that would
have used septic tanks.

A sarvey consists of taking
samples of each kind of soii
to a depth of 40 fo 50 inches
— with' a few sites observed
to greater depths. Detailed
observations are made of soil
cores taken from each horizon
or layer within those depths.

The number of detailed ob-
servations varies from 50 to
100 per section depending on
the number of different kinds
of soils which exist within the
area. ,

Clagsification of soils on the
basis of engineering ‘criteria
is done ih accordance with.a
system approved by the
American Association of
State Highway Officials with
the unified system developed
by the US. Corps of Engi-
neers. i

This includes the -water
permeability of each soil and
its water-holding  capacity;
the shrink and swell charae-
teristies of each soil; degree
of acidity; and suitability as
a source of fopseil, sand,
gravel, road fill and imper-
meable material.

The survey lists the proper-
ties of each soil that affect
its ‘suitability for a highway
location, recreation area, res-
ervoir, dams, embankments,
drainage, irrigation, terraces
and diyersions, settling *ba-
sin and’ waterways, and resi-
dential and' commercial de-
velopment.

General information is alsp
included such as physi-
ography, geology, waler sup-

Soll Dlsmct
Silver Ann. a

The 25th annual report of the |

Des Molnes County Soil Con-
servation District will be out
soon and it will be dedicated to
the men who have served as
commissioners during the past
quarter century since it “was
first  organized In February,
1946,

Noah Schrock, Burlington, was
the first chalrman serving with|
Edwin Cling, Mediapolis and the |
late John Bhnl of Yu'nwum as
members of the _bngd.

5 olhcp were uo'qﬂ Ggmmu,

lmp-uo. m late Kenneth Red-
fern of Yarmouth; Hugh Jamison,
Mediapolls; Homer Woodward of|
Burlington; Walter Eyre, Bur-‘
lington; C. E. (Jack) Pilling,
Mediapolls; Theodore Berning,
Medlapolis; Eugene Schulte,
Burlington Rt. 3; Arthur Cor-
man, Sperry; and Harold Yohe,
Mediapolls.
Originally it was a board of 3
members but has been expanded
to five in recent years. These
positions are now being filled
by Henry Dockendorff, Danville;
Rex Troute, Rt. 1, Burlington;
5. S, Barton and Willlam Vier-
ling, Mediapolis; and AlbertSch-
ulz, Rt. 3, Burlington.

Prstiapadin e €xes 2-18- Tt

S. S. BARTON of Mediapolis,
a soil district commissioner,
attended the commissioners
short course in Ames last week.

Says he got an education on
soil subject matter equal {o six/|

months of study. A law is being

introduced in the present legis-|
lature that will make unnec-|

ply, climate, agriculture, his-
tory gnd trends.

samples three inches in diameter, The machine can probe
as deep as 15 to 20 feet,

opment, was built, the water essary soil losses a nuisance|

|and provide means of enforcing | @

e St the use of soil-saving practices. | ‘
| Surrell says that control of soil|
losses must start at tne top
of the hill. ’

dt;,kir. 3-7-7¢
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Nature
lesson for man

rouble with his| Runkel, an Towa State
en)v/'l?m?nxleen‘: tbut if he will university .forestry graduate,
learn from nature, he still has|presented his message tl.\roggh
a good chance of staying on slides, mostly taken by himself,
this old planet. and commentary. .
This was the heart of the| He told the Kiwanians that
delivered 1o  the there are three all-important
k |lessens to be learned from

nessage

nathre:

No species of animal has ever

iner jithout  limit —
Sylvan increased  wit
4 “Does man think he is the
Runkel exception?’

“Extreme high population

does violence to the dignity of
the individual," causing great
' .| poverty a'nd loss of privacy.

|Kiwanis club at a noontime ™ «rne higher the population of
\dinner meeting at Hotel 5y cpecies, the less freedom
Burlington. than animal has, Put two crows

The messenger was Sylvan T.|in 5 4g.acre field and they won't
Runkel, Des Moines, field\p;mp into each other; put 500

biologist with the Soiliy 46 same field and you have
Qinservation Service, He was warfare

the guest of Ralph Dewey, dis-| "Rupke] said that man must
trict conservationist of the U.| aalize that “he is a part of
S, Soil Conservation Service. |nature — not above nature —
‘ something special in nature, but
not aboye it

‘*‘Man is as close to nature
as 'the next breath he fakes,
and for this reason he must
learn to control air pollution
and other forms of pollution

Most Goals
Reached By Soil
Conservation

Most of the goals for the 1971
Fiscal Year have already been
/) reached by the Des Moines Cou-
- nty Soil Conservation District
according to the report of Dis-
trict Conservationist, Ralph E.
Dewey of Burlington.

«planning goals have generally
been exceeded well before the end
of the fiscal period,” Dewey

holds

-

ASC-$CS

e ot

Meeting

4 —f— 71

At Local School Monday

Your farming decision for 1971
will be affected by the new gov=
ernment feed grain program whe=
ther or not you participate.

To recelve assistance In this
management decision, plan to

attend the next Adult Farmer
class sponsored by the Medla-
polis Vocational Agriculture de=~

partment.
Monday, February 8, Deane
Thornton, County ASC office

manager, will discuss the feed
grain program and Ralph Dewey,
SCS Work Unit Conservationist,
will discuss conservation pay-
ments.

All interestéd persons are in-
vited to attend the 7:30 p.m.
meeting In the Ag. classroom,
Mediapolis High Sechool,

HAROLD YOHE,
Soil D ct 3
whose
Mediapc
over one of t
pipes he ir
take the i
through itile from his parallel
terraces, Says he was able 1o
straighten out the perforated
pipe with little harm done

J./‘W/a&?,, 127
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gar has been with the Louisa
County office since 1946,

Bryant began work in the Wap-~
ello SCS office In June and will

be attending Wapello Community
schools this fall: Dean, a sopho-
more, Bruce, afreshman, Beth,
8th grade, Blalr, 6th and Steven,

Named Soil

move his family to the area as 5th,

soon as suitable housing is found.

He is a graduate of Seymour

high school, attended Iowa State

University at Ames for two years
and received his degree in agron-
omy from Western Illinois Uniy-
ersity at Macomb, I11. this month,
He worked in the Corydon office
before goling to Des Moines Coun-
ty.

His wife, Janice, Is a Home
Economics teacher at Danville
and formerly taught in the Mor-
ning Sun schools,

They have five children who will

stated, ‘‘Our only discouraging
area has been construction of
tile outlet terraces. Terracing
has been a large part of our
workload for the past five years,”’
the conservationist continued.
«‘we have averaged nearly twenty
miles a year for several sea-
sons, but we will likely end up
with only about 15 miles this
year,”

4 : lecw Exe
mdﬁf’f—»‘]— G

Conservationist

Harry Bryant, soil conserva-
tion technician for Des Moines
County since 1966, has been app-
ointed Louisa County Soil Con-
servationist. Bryant will be
replacing Arnold Winegar who
will retire in September. Wine-

W proveuty dav

e vrups

Conservationists
win service awards

District Conservationists Ralph E.
Dewey of Burlington and Frank H.
Mullen of Donnellson were among soil
conservationists honored for length of
service at a recent gathering of the Soil
Conservation Service employes in 19
southeast Towa counties at Lake Darling.

Area Conservationist John Eckes of
Fairfield presented the awards for 30
Yyears of service to Mullen and to Dewey
for 25 years.
In addition, the Burlington conserva-
tion office was cited for having per-
formed 20 years without accident and
15 years without lost-time injury,

Also attending the meeting from Lee
county were Conservation
Burdette Stamps. and = Soil Scientist
Charles Kiepe. From the Des Moines
county staff were- Soil Conservationist
Winston Cooper and retired conserva-
tionist Ray Audsley.

Technician




Soil conservation
need still grows

WASHINGTON (UPI) — In|63 per. cent of all the inven-|
spite of nearly four decades of|toried land needs some kind of
growing attention to soil conser-|conservation treatment. This in-
vation, nearly‘two-thirds of the|cludes 64 per cent of the crop-
nation's_nonfederal rural land|land, 71 per cent of the pasture-\‘

still needs some kind of conser- “n
vation treatment. - v
That summary emerges from ,
a newly updated national inven- - 3
tory of soil and water conserva-| tlewt 7
tion needs as of 1967 just pub-( ¢ -30-71
lished in Washington by the|
Agriculture Department’s Soil
Conservation Service. The in-
ventory was the: first since °
1959, 3 F
SCS technicians said the in- ¢
ventory covers all privately "
owned rural land, plus land U
owned by state and local gov-
ernments, in 3,087 counties in|a
the 50 states, Puerto Rico and|p:
the Virgin Islands. The 1.438|s€
billion acres of land covered;m
represents 63 per cent of ail's!
land in the nation, including 7
per cent of all land in the 4
mainland states, 90 per cent ol .

L | ARNOLD WINEGAR, who has
been soil conservationist in
Louise county since 1946, will
{retire in September, and be
|replaced by Harry Bryant who
|has been a member of the Des
| Moines County SCS staff since

1966.

Bryant has just completed his
work for a degree in agronomy |
from Western Illingis university |
at Macomb this month.

The Bryants and their five
children wlil move from their
home in Flint River township
to Louisa county where the
children will attend the Wapello

Community schools. Mrs.
Bryant has been a home
. [econimics teacher in the

Danville schools.
! The greatest of success to

Dennis Stucker

Work for SCS

Winston Cooper

}
{
i
1
)

the lead in' Hawaii and less|good condition, 4 per cent

than 1 per cent of the land in
Alaska.

44 Per Cent Cultivatable

The report showed that 44
per cent of the inventory land
— about 631 million acres — is
classed as suitable for cultiva-
tion. This is more than twice
the amount of land currently
being used for crops.

However, the report added,

fair and 1 per cent poor.

The state pathologist reporte
southern corn leaf blight he
now been identified in 40 Tow
counties, but the infection
light and the number of spore
trapped remains low,

The soybean crop was repor
ed mostly in good to excellel
condition, with 28 per cent ¢
the crop in.

|Harry in his new position and
a big thanks to Arnold for his
vears of work in controlling
|erosion and saving Louisa
county soils,

ot

Two youths iiave joined the
office of the US Soil Conserva-
tion Service, as trainees,

Winston Cooper, 21, Emerson,
Ark., is a graduate of Agricul-

A COMPLETE CONSERVA. SPerry, has installed straight

ture, Mechanical and Normal
college of Pine Bluff, Ark

He expects to work out of
the local office for a year, fit-
ting himself for a position as
district soils conservationist.

Dennis Stucker, 18, is the son

|of the Dwight Stuckers of New

London Rt. 2, ‘and a 1971/¢
Danville high school graduate. !
Stucker will work under Dist
\Conservationist Ralph Dewey
and Conservation Technician |
Oren Champ this summer, |

,|under a new work-study pro-|
‘lgram  co-ordinated by Towa
| State university,

race on a farm near Geode park will also hold soil and ferfilizer|

{TION plan is being put into op- terraces to replace old curving|that =will improve both his|on the fields.
cropland and pasture. The

eration on the Francis Cook|!€rTaces Which do. not lend
farm in Pleasant Grove town-|tiemselves fo the operation of
ship on which Darrell Tucker is|modern large. field equipment.
the tenant, These terraces are not only
Tile - outlets , have s
completed and the terraces to|draining water off
complete the plan will be|fields. Three tile lines will carry
installeq after the crop is out|off the water, The terraces and
of the fields in the fall. fme are planned -to solve al
FRANK DENNEY of Pleasant|Severe seepage problem that
Grove Township has con- has made farming these fields
structed terraces fo protect a very difficult for several years.

dam and prevent soil losses. | ypiry RENNER, Danville.
LEON MARSHALL, north of 'has built nearly a mile of ter-

straight tile outlet terraces are| L

checking silt runoff above lu'sl‘l/l“[“"‘C

farm pond and are also divert-|¢ (, -3¢ - 7|
1

been | controlling erosion but also areling some’ additional water intol
upland the pond. ' I

KENNETH WEHAGE, north-|!
east of Mediapolis in Huron|!
township, will build his terrace‘l
systéem north of this buildings |
starting next manth. |

These terraces will divert
runoff - water away from the
buildings and his feedlot. They|

U



|out the clippers and mowers,
wondering why in heck the

Hey!

By GEORGE MARZECK

Hawk-Eye Outdoors Writer

It seems mnot too long ago
that winter-weary folks were
looking forward to the first good
burst of springtime and the
green, green grass of home.

Now, many of us are bauling

grass needs cutling again; or
else we're waging an all-out war
on crabgrass.

Ever wonder aboul grass?
About the entire family of this
plant, that is? Grass is known
to grow in almost every part
of the world, varying in
height from 2-inch buffalo-
grass to bamboo that scales
o 100 feet or more.

It can be made into milk and
beefsteak, Tropical homes are
built from grass, Sexy skirts
have been woven from it long
before the mini-skirt came on
the scene. One variety of grass
makes an efficient waste filter
In the form of grain — such

| barley

as rice, wheat, corn ' and
— pgrass is the basic
diet of almost every single
human being on earth. And in
its spare time, when properly

cared for, grass has a way cying the earth down with a
of standing there looking pretty, | network of roots.
Developing lhe proper grass| won't grow

Prevents Erosion
According lo grass exper

also keeps soil from washing|erosion in

or blowing away by absorbing|simply blow away on a <and\ says that work is being done

the pelting force of rain and by|peach,

Conservationists
win service awards

District Conservationists Ralph. E
Dewey of Burlington and Frank H.
Mullen of Donnellson were-among soil
conservationists honored for length of
service at a recent gathering of the Soil
Conservation Service employes in 19
southeast Towa counties at Lake Darling

Area Conservationist John Eckes of
Fairfield presented the awards for 30
years of service to Mullen and to Dewey
for 25 years.

In addition, the Burlington conserva-
tion office was cited for having per-
formed 20 years without accident and
15 years without lost-time injury.

Also attending the meeting ‘from Lee
county were Conservation ‘Technician
Burdette Stamps and Soil Seientist
Charles Kiepe. From the Des Moines
county staff were Soil Conservationist

Winston Cooper and retired conserva- §

tionist Ray Audsley.

fok Eyu T-+4- T4

A STAND
holds sand in place much as other
grasses relard erosion here in Hawk-

g et

e

OF

ot for certain conditions takes a/ South..
| Wilmer Steiner of the USDA|800d bit of know-how.
soil conservation service, grass|thing that may prevent soil work of 20 SCS plant materials
suburt

e e Ba B s emomv v o-
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BEACHGRASS Eyeland. Such plantings result from
years of Department of Agriculture

research.

Jowa cattie may grew fat |for southern Califopnia, acid-
on a gourmel-type grass that |lolerant grasses and legumes

at all in the |for old strip-mine areas and

quick-growing grasses for
Ml I construction sites.
Some-| Steiner, who supervises the 3 o

he grass needs culling |

conserva!wn districts or state
Crop, improvement associati

Cuprently, a concerted effort
is being imade to find a grass
that  will thrive under high|
applications of fecdlot wastes,
and still provide quality feed
for livestock.

Also needed — very much s
an. honest-to-goodness
“real” grass (not plastic) that
will  withstand an . almost
constant tramp of busy feet in
both sunny and shady locations,

— s

providing good ¢over for
recreation and other heavily-
used areas.

It"is pointed out that even
our lawn grasses® actually do||
more than just stand arounu’
looking pretty.

In addition fo controlling|
erosion and lessening 'loodl
damage (with the added benefit |
of keeping muddy footprints off
the freshly-scrubed  kitchen|
floor), grass is a natural out?
door air conditioner ]

For example, through
evaporation and ftranspiration,
one acre of grass will release
about 2,400 gallons of water on|
a single summer's day. This|
is the equivalent of the cooling||
effect provided by a 70-fon air
conditioner, and is the reason
grass feels so cool and good
while you could fry your
breakfast on the sizzling, sun-
baked pavement.

Shouldn’t all this make us feel

This year the SCS hopes to{a bit more kindly towards
B | oebtess . Shounds thel- country; rc».lea‘se a number of new | grass, particularly' the next
grasses 10 commercial|time we have to go out to cut
§o] Qevelop Hire ceslstari: mixnts nurseries ~through local soil|it?
The HAWK-EYE, Burlington, Towa, Wednesday, September 1, 1971 3

Lack of rain brings

‘bﬁrderline"

on record.
rainfall is about 1
normal of 25

April- 1,

m\a’mnhl
Wednesday
of rain here in

the

t rains here every|....
“la

and

last ‘month it{soil
aid, But added

etty wel
I In “prelty|  Dewey po cinted out the |
factor saving the crops
Only .58 of an inch pre- |Present depth of the c
cipitation was recorded in “I think in May

when the
great growth, the roc

corn was

August, the third lowest total

on record for that month r
working down deeper

wet years,” he

said
is probably saving the

drﬂught

iriest| in heavier soils where they

are getting what moislure

there is.”

Dewey sai

and June |ar ) \ total

making

its were

than In €
This H

crops




Conservation bus tour

Erosion problem
at Franklin lake

|

The proposed recreation arearin Des Moines county alone,”
of Franklin township poses|welter indicated. ‘
erosion problems, according to
district conservationist Ralph
E. Dewey of Burlington.

At a recent tour of the site,
several groups and agencies
inyolved in the area’s develop-

‘ “In the surrounding area;
there would be half a million, |
|and we feel that these people
deserve an area that is pro-|
tected from damage as much|
ment met to discuss the water-| as possible,” he said. ‘
shed above the fiiture lake, “The expected life of the lakci

Dewey pointed out that |can be extended indefinitely by
more than 4,400 acres of land, | 55n0ication of a complete ero-
rélatively unprotected, drains | cion control plan to the water-
toward the lake. shed,” Dewey went on.

An inventory and evaluation | $400,000 Cost
of this watershed has been| «cost of such control Is
prepared for the Des Moines|estimated at less than $400,000,
County Conservation Board in|mych of which would be eligible

a preliminary effort to protect| for federal cost sharing assist-
the lake from siltation, |ance.”

Board Chairman Richard, P :
T : resent at the meeting at the
Snyd?g s2id o esars hoP;l:g‘invi‘tation of the Des Moines|
0, avolibe AUS probleput t|<3ounty soil conservation district |

have deterioratﬁd the d‘“a‘:‘were: the county conservation|
owned lakes such as Geode and| i “poara” of lsupervisors, |

Lake Darling t"’ the p}?jmfwhe{e‘Agricullural Stabilization and|
they have lost much of their| ooncervation  Service com-

recreation value. mittee, and the district forester,

“Our hope is to plan for
erosion control of the watershed '
along with construction, so that|
we may be sure of a longer
life for the lake.”

Dewey pointed out that
under existing silt hazards,
the useful life of the lake may
well be only 20 to 30 years.

He also noted the extreme
costs of dredging silt from some |
of the Iowa lakes that have
become damaged, In one| ;
instance, more than $1 million|
has been spent over a 10-year|
period, and the lake is still not
in very good shabe.

Conservation board director
John Welter told the group|!
about erosion control work||
already completed around the
edges of the proposed 120-acre|
lake, !

The HAWKEYE -m'h
Burlington, lowa
Wednesday, June 30, 1971

50,000 Prospective Users
“We have at least 50,000
prospective users of this area

Attending
Conservation
Camp

Dennis Walker of RR3, Bur-
lington, a graduate of Med-
iapolis high school is currently
attending the Iowa Teachers Con-
servation Camp at Springbrook
State Park near Guthrie Center.

The camp is sponsored jointly
by the State Conservation Comm-
ission, University of Northern

-Iowa and the State Department

of Public Instruction. This pro-
gram provides the opportunity
for lowa teachers to learn con-
servation by taking field trips
led by experts in the field of
forestry, geology, soils, botany,
fish and game management and
natural resource conservation in
general.

He and approximately 100 other
teachers from all parts of the
state receive college credits for
their participation in this out-
door school, now in its 22nd
summer,

The teachers are staying .at
the new Conservation Education
Center adjoining Springbrook
where part of their study takes
place, However, during the 3
week sessions the participants
will be traveling 1000 miles to
study at various areas of interest
particular to the topic of study
for the day. Dennis will be at
the camp from June 27 toJuly17.
He will be a high school tea-
cher at Madrid, Ia. school. Mr.
Walker s being sponsored at the
camp by the Longcreek Con-
servation Club.

Pudragotis Nis Lo
7
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Terraces and
soil conservation

Technicians at the Des Moines
County Soil Conservation District
office have been busy installing
terraces and farm ponds on the
land the past Several weeks. In
some .cases, their work _Las
spilled over to the meighboring
counties. )

Milford Hays has applied near-
ly a mile of terraces to his 80
acre farm just over the border
in Louisa county, where the new
terrace system controls runoff
from all his cropland. More
than a dozen inléts into new tile
systems on the farm, provide a
way for excess water to get off
the field without taking silt with
it

South of Danville, the Nealey
Brothers are now farming a re-
cently purchased place and found
a need for protecting a ditch
as well as providing water’ for
a pasture. 5

They shaped and seeded a wat-
erway for several hundred feet
below a county road and - built
a farm pond at the edge of the
pasture, A water pipe rupning
through the dam to a tank below
the dam will provide a* fine

.supply of livestock water when

the pond fills,

Mel Raid purchased the old
Joe Kuntz place just off Highway
61 south of Burlington 1ast year
and proceeded to make some
changes. He is surrounding his
pasture area with a most attrac-
tive board fence and has also
built a pond for 'a good water
supply to the grass area.

Since the pond is alongside the
barnlot, he has had: to:build a
diversion terrace to carry runoff
from the lots away from the pond
to avoid pollution. The diversion
takes excess water several hun-
dred feet east of the pond where
it is dumped through an erosion
control structure into an open
diteh,

Among others building ter-
races recently are John Henry,
north of Burlington and Leon
Marshall east of Sperry. Henry's
terraces are keeping soil from
washing  off ‘cropland into a
wooded area. The Marshall ter-
races prolect a fairly steep side
hill from eroding and with tile
outlets are providing relief from
a large sidehill seep area that
once nearly . prohibited farming
the field.

A little different sort of pond
has been built by, Earl Mansfield
on an acreage near Sperry.
Mansfield believes the country is
the place to live and found a
scenic spot in the Yellow Springs
watershed. :

His pond has been. designed
to give him a water supply for
his house and lot. A well bit
will be constructed alongside the
pond, from which he ecan put
the pond water through a treat-

ment system making it very
suitable for family use. In addi-
tion, the pond will provide an
exczllent setting for the home
and. Tecreation as well.

Leroy Rauhaus is another Des
Moines county farmer with land
in Louisa county. He recent-
ly completed digging an open out-
let ‘ditch. through seme of the
low+area of his farm to provide
a hettér condition to raise crops.
He has additional plans for sim-
ilar surface drainage on his land
on the bottoms near Huron

The Nelson Brothers North of
Mediapolis, haye installed sev-
eral erosion control dams during
the summer and they are looking
forward to doing some erosion
and polluticr control work in con-
junction with their feedlot opera-
tion.

Some of the older erosion con-
trol work in Des Moines county
has deteriorated through the
yvears. and needs reconstruction.
North of: - Danville, Ellsworth
Dodds has found that an old
farm pond was filling with silt
from nearby cropped fields. To
correct this, he has rebuilt the
pond to make it deeper and will
soon be wonstructing a tile out

let terrace on the crepland to |

keep silt from getting into the
néw structure.

The reconstructed pond will
provide ‘good livestock water for
his  pasture as well as a spot
for recreation

Earl Beckman near ' Prairic
Grove does a good "deal of his
own earthmoving with his craw-
ler iractor. Last year he started
building an' erosion dam which
will, hold several feet of water
and check erosion from .several
acres of eropland.

This dam was completed this
summer along with a tile outlet
diversion to check erosion from
a field above a tree area,

Wayne Corman compleéled a
pasture water supply n e ar
Speérry. This is in a gully next
to one in which he built an ero-
sion control dam a year ago.
Little by little he is controlling
a very rolling farm.

The Wayvne Cormans were
chosen as representative family
for the Farmers Home Adminis-
tration earlier this year for their
ontinuing work in building up
&eir fartus,

“Albert Schultz, as . commision-
er wilh the DMC-SCD, built some
more terraces east. of his build-
ings during the summer. The
tile outle! structure box in his
cropland, carries runoff = safely
throygh tile systems to pasture-
land below. Ak

#‘V&lwv" /Q‘k«»«éi c‘“’[‘:’
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Altrusa learns o pollution ,fiisgm i, 4
X T R~ =
Ralph Dewey and Richard Concern into Aftion,” two Racks” %
|Riepe of the Environmental members will represent the a.fb . “mhplmﬂr chmemm"n':s
| Poliution_Contre] Commission| 10¢al club on ‘the Envirop- 7/ %% o;n::md B We Bar-
were special puests at the e Control | nz10n School € .
: i i ; gtor othing Drive.
dinner-meeting of Burlington Sy ey acv: Laum b

Wehmann and Mrs, M
{Altrusa club Tuesday night,. BuCttner. . Mary -

i Win Conservation

Teacher Awards

Mrs. Ruth Mertens and Sherman ; Sept. 21, at Holel Burlington.
Lundy, teachers in the Burling- * The men presented a film and| A!trusa club will also continue
ton School system, have been ’narration program on “‘Pollu- its Axmn commuryty service
chosen outstanding conserva- tion in the Burlington Area.” Project, “From Saoks to
tion teachers in Southeast Iowa 4 |

',dehd
Project Planned

The White Breast Creek Water-
shed Protection Project has been
approved for planning assistance
from the U. 8. Soll Conservation
Service, State Conservationist
Wilson T. Moon announced.

The drainage area of the project

" Includes 56,800 acres in Cliﬂve
Cobunty and 7600 acres in
County. *“Water from ea
is draining into the Red Re-
servolr,” Moon says, ‘*and the
{nstallation of conservation mea-
sures above the reservoir will
help reduce the amount of
sediment going into it.”

While sediment going into the

‘)1 reservoir will be reduced, the

major problem in the area is
flooding, according to Moon.
"About 6000 acres of cropland
and pasture are flooded each
year,” Moon says. The city of
Oscenla 1s also Interested in a
municipal water supply.

Local sponsors Of-the project
are the Clarke County Soil Con-
servation District, Clarke County
Board of Supervisors, Clarke
County Conservation Board,
Lucas County Soil Conservation
District and the Lucas County
Board of Supervisors.

The Sofl Conservation Service
Watershed Planning Party will
begin working with the sponsors
and other local representatives
immedfately to develop a land
treatment plan.

The White Breast Watershed

in an awards program CO-Spon-
sored by the Des Moines County
Sofl Conservation District.
District Chalrman, Henry Dock-
endortf of Danville in making the
announcement stated, *“We are
proud of the excellent work of
these teachers In promoting the
cause of sofl and water con-
servation to the young people
in the area.’”

«Both these teachers are ac-
tive members of the Environ-
ment Conservation Education

Both Mrs. Mertens and Mr.
Lundy have attended the lowa
Teachers Conservation Camp at
Springbrook Park, where college
level courses are offergd to help
teachers to teach conservation.
Both have also attended the annual
Fall Workshop at Luther, lowa
sponsored by the lowa Conserva=
tion Education Council.

Mrs. Mertens, an elementary
teacher at Middletown-has long
been active in the Long Creek
Conservation Club and the lowa
wildlife Federation. She is a
strong believer in using the out-
doors as a classroom to help
youngsters understand their en-
vironment.

As a high school sclence tea-
cher, Lundy has extended his
interests to support the Ecology
Club and in many scouting acti-
vities,

As winners in the regionalcom=-

Mrs, Dorella Robirson and her |
Community Service committee '
were in charge of the evening's
program.

In keeping with the Altrusa
Intercational theme, ““Turn

Science Day
In Burlington

On September 30 the Mediapolis
School system will have an En-
vironmental Science Day at Hunts
Woods at the southwest edge of
Burlington. N

It will begin for the students at
approximately 9:30 a.m.

The Instructors will be: Stan
Tate, Area Forester who will
teach Forestry; Sylvan Runkel,
SCS Blologist, who will teac!
woodland ecology; Ralph Dewey)
SCS District Conservati
who will teach soils; and Robe:
B. Moorman, Extension Wildlifl
Conservationist, who will teac
wildlife,

There will be a lunch break
noon with each student bringing
a sack lunch.

Huron, Sperry and Yarmouth
sixth graders will attend this
Environmental Science Day.

f

Dewey

Des Moines
county SCS
25 yeanrs old

‘ Des Moines County Soll Con
servation District was among
19 recognized for 25 years of
service at the 25th Annual Con-
ference of soil district com-
missioners in Des Moines

Accepting the award for the
|local district was S, S. Barton
of Mediapolis, a board member,

The citation on the award|
shows that Des Moines County |
Soil Conservation district was
chartered Feb. 28, 1946.

The original = distriet com-|
missioners were Noah Schrock,
Oakville; John I, Blaul, Yar-
mouth, and Edwin Cling,
Mediapolis.  Influential ~ in
organization of the district was
Walter B, Eyre of Burlington
who was extension director at
that time. Eyre later was
elected as a district com-
missioner.

‘“The Soil Conservation Dis-
trict has helped over 1,000 farm

\ ting elemen=- owner. d i
petition, representing - s and operators with
Project 1s the 50th project in tary and secondary teaching div- ) ’/%rgk_ erosion control and land use
lowa approved for planning. i \sions, Mrs. Mertens and Lundy 7 problems in the past quarter
Y —n are now competing against out- century,” Barton stated. “‘We
. y 3 standing teachers from eight ot- are now telping all t of
7 N ping ypes

S a7

her regions for statewlde awards.
Announcement of final awards
will be made by the other co-
sponsor, the Des Moines Farm
& Home Register.

,/—/\

77u,4...1o..c s Meir Exars
G-9-71

rural and urban land users to
protect and improve our
environment,”

Also attending the Des Moines
Conference were Commissioner |
Rex Troute, District Clerk Mrs.
Mildred Kleinkopf and District
Conservationist Ralph Dewey,
all of Burlington

,j/tfu."'ré fy{./
7 e - AL 7/
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18 Teachers Win
Regional Soil Awards

By Charlie Nettles
(Editor of lowa Farm Register)
EIGHTEF.N Jowa teachers

were named Saturday as

regional winners in the con-
servation teacher contest ol
the Towa Soil Conservation
Achievement Awards Pro
gram. -
The winners, who will now
compete for the state title,
were announced by the con-
test co-chairman — Wilson T
Moon, state conservationist
for the Soil Conservation
Service, and William H. Grei-
ner, director of the Iowa De-
partment of Soil Con-
servation.

Selection was based on the
teachers' effectiveness, in
conservation education; or-
ganizing field trips; creating
an awareness of conservation
problems at the local, state
and national levels; and
motivaling students to pro-
mote conservation of natural
resources

The program is sponsored
by The Des Moines Register
and Tribune and the lowa
Farm Register, in co-oper-
ation with conservation and
educational agencies.

This year for the first time
the teacher section consisted
of two divisions — (1) kin-
dergarten  through  eighth
grade, and (2) ninth through
twelfth

Following are the award
winners . listed by the nine
contest regions and the
schools they represent:

Region 1
(Northwest)

Division 1.—Miss Mary El-
len Keegan, Le Mars, Le
Mars Community School.

Division 2. — Frederick A.
Van Loh, Sheldon, Sheldon
Community Sehool.

prospective users of this area!

Region 2
(North-central, west)

Division 1.—Mrs. Helen
Gray, Estherville, Roosevelt
School.

Division 2. — Dale Mallory,
Laurens, Laurens Community
School

Region 3
(North-central, east)
Division 1.—LeRoy Cake-

rice. Grundy Center, Grund)
Center Elementary School.

Division 2—David J. Flint,
Hampton, Hampton Commu-
nity School

Region 4
(Northeast)

Division 1.—Mrs. Helen
Phillip, Arlington, Arlington
Attendance Center of Star
mont

Division 2.—Stanley Whel
chel, Cedar Falls, Orange
High School, Waterloo,

Region 5
(West-central)

Division. |.—Mrs Mary
Kunze, Oakland. Oakland
Community High School.

Division 2.—Sister Caroline
Wingert, Carroll, Kuemper
High School

Region 6
(Central)

Division 1.—Mrs.,  Naomi
Smith, Nevada, Nevada Com-
munity School.

Division 2 —Gerald E. Sut
ton, Indianola, Indianola
Community Schoal

Region 7
{ East-central)

Division 1.—Mrs. Arlene
Ford, Brooklyn, Hartwick
Elementary . School,- Hart-
wick.

Division 2. —Francis L.
Abel, West Branch, West
Branch Community School.

Region 8
(Southwest)

Division 1.—Miss Euarda
Huntsman, ' Red Oak, Red
Oak Junior High Schoal

Division 2= R. E. Haupt-
man, Mount Ayr, Mount Ayr
Community Schoal,

Region 9
(Southeast)
Division 1.,” — Mrs. Ruth
Meriens, Burlington, Bur
lington Community School
(Middletown).
Division 2.—Sherman P.
Lundy, Burlington, Burlington
Community High School.

MRS. RUTH
MERTENS

MRS, ARLENE
FORD

MRS, MARY
KUNZE

LEROY
CAKERICE

MARY ELLEN
KEEGAN

SHERMAN P,
LUNDY

FRANCIS L.
ABEL

SISTER CAROLINE

WINGERT

DAVID J.
FLINT

FREDERICK A
VAN LOH

EUARDA
HUNTSMAN

MRS. NAOMI
SMITH

MRS, HELEN
PHILLIP

MRS. HELEN
GRAY

R. E
HAUPTMAN

GERALD K,
SUTTON

STANLEY
WHELCHEL

DALE
MALLORY

TR



AWARD WINNERS at the Des Mrs. Kenne
Moines county soil awards banquet
here Wednesday night, were, paired
from left: Mrs, Ruth Mertens and'

Sherman Lundy, teachers; Mr. and

Mrs.

tors,

Carl

} By BOB SOGARD

Farmers who for years have
‘l)wn daing something ‘about soil
{conservation whilé others talk
about it were honored here
Wednesday night,

Also cited at the annual
awards banquet of the Des
Moines County Soil Conserva-
tion District were two educators
who have been active in- teach-

iing about and working for
\conservation of natural re-|
sources |

Farine* winners'recognizad at
the meeting in First Congrega-
Itional church:

Owner-operators, or family-
|type farm — Carl Shumaker,

i

Danville, Shumaker is using all|
of his 160 acres under a
conservation plan. In the pas”teacher FRE A,

12 years he has brought a worn-| ‘“TE€rS RU?‘IIC “‘;?{:n's tird

Dr, Minoru Amemiya

th ‘Wehage, new coopera-

tors; Mr. and Mrs, Charles Matsch,
owners of tenant farm, and Mr. and

Shumaker, owner-opera-

- Soil conservation
efforts recognized

‘(.\lin) Amemiya, extension
agronomist at Jowa Stale
| university.

Amemiya cited the accom-

) ‘plishmens of the Des Moines

|county district in the past
|quarter of a century, including
more than four million feet of

| |drainage tile installed, 600,000|

feet of terraces, 90,000 diversion|
structure and 50,000 acres of|

Urges Participation
“This is great, but it's only
|about one-third of the job that
needs to be done,” he stated.
He urged farm owners and
operators to take, advantage of
federal programs; without
apology.

“After all; there are
write-offs and other 'subsidies
for business, We need to co-
|operate at the local level or

ACCEPTING, AWARDS at the
annual Des Moines County Soil Con-
servation District banguet were, from
left, James Howell, vocational agri-
culture instructor at Mediapolis Com-
munity high school; John Seymour,
Danville, tenant winner; Harold

Soil Awards Given

By BOB SOGARD (chairman, said the tenant-land- county, included Fred Higgin-
MEDIAPOLIS — The silver/lord and new ocooperator win-|bottom, Des Moines, assistant

Yohe, owner-operator winner, and
Dwight Stucker, representing A. M.
Wagner & Sons, to reeeive the new
cooperator award for the Wagners
and Dick Mapel, tenantion the Wag-
ner farm near Danville,

anniversary of the Des Moines
County Soil Conservation
Service was observed here
Wednesday night, along with
the annual recognition of out-
standing friends of the soil.

The SCS banquet at
Immanuel Lutheran church was
the occasion 1o honor outstand-
ing farm owners and tenants
and a= agricnlture instructor as
well as the past district com-
mitteemen.

Past members of the dis-
frict committee on hand for
the banquet were Edwin
Cling, a member of the first
committee formed in 1945;
Hugh Jamison; Homer
Woodward; Walter Eyre; C.
E. Pilling; Theodore Berning;
Eugene Schulte; Harold Yohe.

)

Other past soil commissioners

ning entries were judged best in| director of the Soil Conservation
their divisions in the 12-county Service; Dewey Bondurant, Des
southeast Towa region. Also, the| Moines, state SCS engineer, and
cooperator who edged out Yohe|John Eckes, Fairfield, area
was regional sweepstakes win-| construction engineer,
ner. Don Muhm, farm editor of
The awards were given out the Register ;and Tribune
by district board members Rex| newspapers, represented the
Troute, Albert Schultz and S.|R&T, cosponsor of the awards
S. Barton, who was master of|with the district.
| ceremonies for the banquet.| Muhm gave & colored slide
| Others.on the board are William | presentation ‘of his trip to
[Vierling, Harold Linder, secre-| Europe this year as a guest
tary,  ‘and Horace Sutton, of the West German govern-
treasurer ment. He is president of the
Guests at the banquet, spon-|Newspaper Farm Editors of
sored by banks of Des Moines| America.

fax k&

were Noah Schrock, John Blaul, |
Howard Gieselman, Kenneth
Redfern, and Art Corman.
Awards presented and the |
accomplishments cited:

down old pasture farm into g

“excellent” grop praduction. 15"“"‘“’ teacher at Middletown|conservation will be enforced
NS . _Ischool, ant Sherman Lundy,|f I "

Nearly 1% miles of terracing Burlington “hlqh school so ; 0e Srory e o

|controls crosion on about 60 5
cher.
2cres. There are 12 acres oti‘e:"_ r\‘le'lcxr L {J“wf_’iuj,a./
vat vays ' P =, 4 { 3y 3 €]
:;:.;r::;mnamﬁ;:} ;;:3 dnd‘ciled previously by the district, fi=11=7f
|attended the ccrservation carip

Tenant-owner farm — Matsch|at Springbrook Park for two
Bros. place, owned by Charles|summer sessicns and has becr
and Rohest Matsch and op-|active in the lowa Conse-vation
erated by Relland Fritz, scuth-|Education ccurcil. She a
west of Burlington. director of the Towa Wildlife

A fairlynew farm in the pro-|Federation and a memoer of|
gram has half a mile of te rvace, [the Lonz Creek Conservation
a farm pond and erosion control |club.

dam. Rougher fields are being| Lundy is 2 specialist in|
developed for botter pasture. |geology and has such variad
New cooperator — Kenneth interests as religion, human|

Wehage, a 1€0-acre from north-|rights and government. He or-|
east of Medicpolis that was/ganized the Burlington Ecology
purchased ‘wo yesrs ago. club for youth. Both he and
More than a nile of terraces|Mrs. Mertens were rated as
has been built and ano!her{oulstandmg in Region 9 of
lmJIe is planned. Wehage has|southeast Towa and have been
\two farm ponas and an erosion entered for statewide Register
control dam. and Tribune-sponsored awards.

Elementary and secondary| Speaker was Dr. Minoru

Owner-operator Harold
Yohe, Mediapolis. Installed
were tile outlet terraces, open
drainage, tile drains and
erosion control dams.

Tenant-landlord — Mrs
Frances Cook, Hays, Kan,
owner, and John Seymour,
Danville, tepant. Completed on
this 80-acre farm in the Geode
watershed is a complete erosion
control plan including outlet
terraces, tile drains, grassed

|waterways and an erosion|
control outlet for the entire
system

New cooperator — A. M
Wagner & Sons, owner, and

Dick Mapel, operator, Danville
Completed is a complete system |
of soil control with terraces
B and tile drains. This system also
controls the runoff into Lake

Geode
Henry

Dockendorff, district
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To Be Honored

Outstanding soil conservation-
{sts will be honored November 10,
1971, as the Des Molnes County
Soil Conservation District holds
its Annual Awards Banquet at
First COuregﬂgu Church in
Burlington. - N

Highlighting the event as guest
speaker will be Minora Amem-
iga, extenslu_;&ionomlst of Iowa

Teachers
Honored

Third nkle teacher, Mrs. Ruth
Mertens of Middletown, and BHS
blology teacher, Sherman Lun-
dy, were recognized as outstand-
ing comservation teachers in a
twelve county southeast lowa re-
glon. Presentationof awards was
made at the Annual Workshop of
the Jowa Conservation Education
Counell at Luther, Iowa this mo-
nth,

In the presentation of these
awards, Mrs. Mertens was cited
for her continuing, enthuslastic
effort to expand the role of con-
servation education in the sch-
ools of Burlington and Des Moi~
nes County. She has helped in
preparing teacher materials that
are helpful to other instructors
and had encouraged many to
attend the Conservation Teachers
Camp at Springbrook State Park.

Lundy has served the past year
as chalrman of the Environmental
Conservation Education Council
of Des Molnes , County and has
been the spearhead of efforts for
environmental studles in Bur-
lington schools. His research
has helped prepare new and bet-
ter approaches to teaching Ecol-
ogy In the schools. As coun-
selor to the BHS Ecology Club,
Lundy has ignited youth of the
community to action benpefitting
the environment. His activities
with youth also extend to the
scouting program where he has
been greatly active.

Both Mrs. Mertens and Mr.
Lundy have beenentered in state-
wide competition repereseating
the southeast Jowa areawiththeir
achlevementsy They will be fur-
ther homored November 10 at
the annual soll district banquet.

State University, who special-
izes In conservationl land use
and resource development.

‘Dr. Amemiga has served In
agricultural positions ‘in Ohio,
Colorado, California and Texas
before coming to Iowa in 1960.
He is affiliated with several sci-
entific socletlés and has been
named a Fellow in the American
Association for the Advancement
of Science.

He has rgeently been elected
president
the Soll Conmservation Soclety
of Ame);iqn for the 1972 year,
To beé reécognized for excep-
tional conservation efforts in
1971 are Carl Shumaker of Dan-
ville, Kenneth Wehage of Oak-
ville and the Matsch Bros. farm
operated by Relland Fritz, south
of Burlington, Y

Two locdl teachers, Sherman
Lundy, high school biology tea-
cher and Mrs. Ruth Mertens,
Middletown grade teacher, will
receive awards as outstanding
educators in the southeast lowa
region.

WINNING AWARDS at

the lowa Chapter of

the

Des Moines County Seil District
on Wednesday of last week went

to:

Carl Schumaker, Danville,

owner-operator
Rolland Fritz, tenant,

and

Robert and Charles Matsch,

owners,
classification

t e n ant-landlord

Kenneth Wehage, Mediapolis,

new cooperator.

Mrs Ruth Mertens, Middle-
town = and Sherman Lundy,
| Burlington, won the awands for
}leadnng of conservation in thei

classrooms

of the district commiss

Bill Vierling, Mediapolis,
ONErs,
was master of ceremonies.

one

Reports indicated that only
one-third of the conservation
work has been done to properly
preserve the soil and the water

in the county

Presented Soil
Awards Wednesday

Farmers who for years have
been doing something about sofl
conservation while others only
talk about it were honored in
Burlington last Wednesday night.

Farmer winners recognized at
the meeting in First Congrega-
Honal church, Burlington were:
Owner-operators or family type
farm: Carl Shumaker, Danville.
Shumaker is using all of his 160
acres under a conservation plan,
In the past 12 years he has
brought a worndown old pasture
farm Into ‘‘excellent’’ crop pro-
duction.

7"1‘4’4 1;'7&‘_;‘ t'\‘k
=

I

There are nearly 1 1/2 miles
of terracing controlling erosion
on about 60 acres, There are
12 acres of waterways, a farm
pond and three erosion control
dams,

Tenant-owner farm - Matsch
Bros. place, owned by Charles
and Robert Matsch and operated
by Rolland Fritz, southwest of
Burlington,

A fairly new farm in the pro-
gram has half a mile of terrace,
a farm pond and érosion control
dam. Rougher fields are beling
developed for bettér pasture.
New cooperator - Kenneth We-
hage, a 160 acre farm from
northeast of Mediapolis that was
purchased two years ago.

More than a mile of terraces
has been bullt and another mile
is planned. Wehage has two
farm ponds and an erosion con-
trol dam.

Two teachers were also hon-
ored: Mrs. Ruth Mertens, third
grade teacher at Middletown sch-
ool and Sherman Lundy, Burling-
ton high school science teacher
for their contributions tothe field
of conservation and ecology.

Speaker for the evening was
Dr. Minoru Amemiya, extension
agronomist at Jowa State Univer-
city.

Tour Hunt Woods
B

Ralph Dewey, soil conser
tion officer, conducted Cadetlé
troop 203, West Burlington, on
a guided tour of Hunt Woods
He answered questions on
conservation badge work.

Girls attending were JO
Chubb, Janet Cooke, Kim
Allender, Joyce Cutsaaw, Ann
Mesler, Tammy Crafton, S.ha-'s
Parrish, Brenda Tracy, Slnel;.
Scranton, Kim Miller Va erie
Holmes, Pam Crawford, Sue
Hockett and Teri Elliott 8

Mrs. Amold Tracy, Mrs Wil-
liam Seranton, Todd and Br-

Scranton  and Paul Cooke
accompanied the troop.
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Ruth Mertens

;5 Sherman Lundy

4

5 | [
tionists will be honored Nov.|made at the annual workshop|
its annual awards banquet at

i :
-V Conservation
\

«w

bt

! awards set
I . :
| Outstanding soil conserva- Presentation of awards was
12, when the Des Moines County |of the lowa Conservation
Soil Conservation District holds|Education Counvil at Luther,
|First Congregational church in
| Burlington.

In the presentation of these
awards, Mrs. Mertens was
cited for her *‘continuing, en-

Guest speaker will be Mi- | thusiastic effort” to expand
nora Amemiga, extension | the role of conservation
agronomist of Iowa State | education in the schools of
university, who specializes in | Burlington and Des Moines
conservation, land use and | county.

. resource development.

She has helped in preparing|
| Dr. Amemiga has served in|feacher materials that - are|
|agricultural positions in Ohio, thelpful to other instructors and
Colorado, California and Texas|had encouraged many to atlend |
before coming to Towa in 1960.|the  Conservation  Teéchers
He is affiliated with several|camp at Springbrook ' State
scientific societies and has been | Park.

‘f“ lnamed a Fellow in the Ameri-| Lundy has served the past
‘Q can  Association for the|year as chairman of the
Advancement of Science. | Environmental Conservation

He has recently been elected | Education ~ Council of Des
president of the lowa Chapter|Moines county and has spear-
of the Soil Conservation Society headed efforts for environ-|
of America for the 1972 year. |mental studies in Burling

To be recognized for ex-|schools,
ceptional conservation efforts in| His research has helped

1971 are Carl Shumaker of prepare new and  better
o Danville, Kenneth Wehage of| apnroaches to teaching and
- | Oakville and the Matsch /Bros. ecology in the schools.
iarm, operated by Roland Fritz, |
| \  |south of Burlington. As counselor to the BHS
| Two local teachers, Sherman|Ecology Club, Lundy has
g Lundy, high school biology|spurred youth of the community |
v teacher, and Mrs. Ruth Mer-|to action  benefiting  the|
tens, Middletown grade teacher, | environment. His activities with |
will receive ‘awards as out-|youth dlso extend to the|
|standing  educators in the| Scouting program where he has ||
3 | southeast Towa Region. |been active. |

The Burlington system teach-| Both Mrs, Mertens and Lundy |
ers were recognized earlier as|have been entered in statewide
outstanding conservation teach-|competition representing the
ers in a 12-county southeast| southeast lowa area with their
lowa region. |achievements.

Nt Cye
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\,Annual soil awards
banquet Wednesday
Owners and operators of ((iree

farms. as well as two teachers,
will be honored when the Des|

S

=7 =5

Moines. County Soil Con-|
servation District holds its|
annual awards banque t;
Wednesday.

The guest speaker will be Dr.|
Minoru Ameniya, conservation

Dig thesc |and agronomy specialist at

savings!

Why should the taxpayer

to help farmers put in terraces? Isn't
the farmer the one who really benefits?

Ralph E. Dewey, Des Moines count
district conservationist, says one set the
figures shows that each acre of terraced
land saves the taxpayer as.

$320 over a 20-year period.

Between 300 and 350 miles of terraces
protect up to 10,000 acres of land in
Des Moines county, practically all o
it under cultivation. This indicates actual
or potential savings to the taxpayer of
*3 million, just in Des Moines county.

See Dewey's analysls on Page 2.

1
|
)

Farm terracing valuable

By RALPH E. DEWEY
District Conservationist
Of what value is farm ter-
racing to the public? One set

Jowa State university, for the

6:30 p.m. event at First
Congregational church of Bur-|
lington. {

shell ou Awards for exceptional con-/

seryation efforts in 1971 will go
to Carl Shumaker, Danville;
Kenneth Wehage, Oakvile, and
Matsch  Bros. farm,
operated by Rolland Fritz,
Rt. L.

Conservation teachers to be
honored are Sherman Lundy,
'Burlington high school biology
teacher, and Mrs. Rauthj
Mertens, Middletown
elementary school teacher.

much as|

protected hy terraces, indi- | period, this amounts fo 200
flﬂng 'savings of $3 million | tons per acre saved.

or taxpayers. [t |

i Cost of terracing an acre of

of figures shows that each acre 'l‘p reglize how “much ' ter-|land will vary, but averages| |

of terraced farm land saves the |TACINE has saved. one has but|about $120, including the tile| (Al

taxpayer as much as $320 over|'® observe the tremendous cost|outlet system. Dredging 200 fons| |

a 20-year period. : . of silt from a stream costs 5320.‘
Those who have criticized the Mr. Taxpayer, through the

government vost-sharing pro.| _ More farm news on Pages -shari y
grams which have ghe]rl),m‘ 7 and 10. v{:;gf'rzll‘,lpc?z:fsfhadr:‘l?g' br:fw%;;ﬂ;
farmers install th ds of| half the cost of tcrra'ci:::,- 05 |

miles of terracing in Jowa over | acre i -
the years, should be aware r,olﬁ"f removing the  millions :M‘ﬁzo?st ig‘;lgex;"d(:(és?o. it
the benefits they have gained. \ctu o yardsc D{ ksm from our !return on his do;'fﬁf ?e:yt
streams an K tmiaatt ;
Sound Investment JJIirm figure {orad‘;iagagrig;‘:;renr{unalmg AP g chill)
The taxpayer cost-share has|is $1.60 per fon. | - What does the farmer gain? |
really been one of his soundest
investments. Where else could
he receive mare than five
dollars of benefits from each

dollar spent?

{Let us take a look. (

A modern tile outlet terrace |expect an increaslg ];f ?te l(—!c..aasrt1

s_\:stem. on gently sloping land, |eight bushels of corn per acre

will easily save’ as m\ucb as |per year — or 160 bushels more |

‘ ’]l'[:lj?nsfﬂl‘"n:o:::;:: %;I )';zar: in 20 'F'}]cars. from a terraced|

4 ‘ ve acre. This will pay him back
M:i:ae?yc:)‘:x’:?yo a&rsﬂ:rf‘dbel: ! :! chance to ‘plug up the |fully for his costs — plus! How does he get eight

| streams. Over a 20-year |interest bushels pers acrgc" Ie;g do?or'z

s 2 SN

!!ose his fertilizer before it goes
— |into the plant, He holds enough
more moisture. in the soil to
| produce that much more corn,
He avoids having to farm
around gullies - and needless
waterways. And he gets many
|other fringe benefits of easier
farming.
| Here along the Mississippi we
are always aware' of the silt
problem. We should also be
aware that there is an eco-
nomically sound answer to
erosion control by which
everyone can profit — terracing
|of farm land.

Ralph Dewey

12-29- 71
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Pushing
ecology
balance

A soil conservationist and a
businessman have worked up
4 program on ecology which
they are presenting before
service clubs and other
lorganizations

| Ralph Dewey, district
] Conservationist, US Soil
| Conservation Service, and Rich-

ard Riepe, secretary-treasurer, |

R&S Bottling Co., illustrate
their program with color
slides of pollution in various
forms, all in the Burlington
vicinity

| The men appear on behal
|of the Environmental Pollution
|Control Council, founded in the
fall of 1969 with the support
of service cluhs.

Poitns made by the dio
linclude these

| 1. The primary goal of the
|EPCC is to help improve the
| enviroment by  combatting
pollution of the air, the water,
and the land, and by combat-
ling sound pollution and people
pollution,

2. The EPCC carries on a
|continuing program of publie
feducation, and to do it has
{formed a speakers bureau, of
which  Dewey, Riepe, and
Robert Holstein are members. -

3. The EPCC works in clase
cooperation with the Des
Moines County Health Center
in combatting pollution,

4. The EPCC has made “some
progress" in its campaigns, For
example, one local industry
spent $25,000 to correct a water
pollution situation it was un-
jaware of . until the EPCC
|pointed it out, and The Hawk-|
Eye has maintained a trailer|
foutside its building  where
people can bring old news- | f
papers.

Also, two community projects
— Operation Clean-up, 1970, and
Operation Clean-up, 1971, re-
sulted in the clearing away of
900 tons of trash the first year
and 700 tons this year.

| 5. “People cause pollution and
people can prevent pollution,”

Dewey’s
- Diggings

By R. E. DEWEY | of the first of its kind in
Chalrman Agriculture- | the country.
Conservation Commitiee This gruulp‘h:\s been l(n)glrtiz
3 7./ instrumental in promo
ROk OXS o .a ﬂm:r\n interest in  eavironmental
RIfH Biteogtona) as bes ‘dcvclupm(‘nl in the Burlington
putstending as a service _(‘lub‘ B Iniies canty- i
ngaged in community projects|aad Les ZHOINES iy
pakn imed at help to|The club has financed muc
i i ior|of the efforts of this group in
Youth activities, But a major|ol the ki
smphasis of Kiwanis has always|getting organized. = :
K upon creating a better| Looking ahead, Kiwanis
o y wishes to point out to residents
B ¢ f | of ou; fine town some of the
g ?- upcoming evenis in conserva-
ity, a standing committee Up i |
MR lubs has been|tion that will be of interest.
o K}w&h\S : ud Conserva-| Arbor Day is coming up April
e Agncu}ture e 128, Trees are still coe of the
Ve lgrcatest of our resources. They
Ideas for Community \help fight pollution of the air,
For the past two years ON€l,s well as screening out noise
of the two major emphases of|ang sheltering from heat and
all clubs in the international|qqq .
organization h“vmb(e)‘;]vug;]’lrcfj" Soil Stewardship \\’wlkl will be
“PROJECT EN PNVREIN B celebrated May 7-14 this year,
Literally hundreds of ideas hu‘vo This annual aifair is sponsored
come forth "°Y“4"‘e nprf '.h'": by soil conservation d]§ll'l(‘l.?.‘
a_quarter rpllllon ‘}\ll“':ll?:{rland supportvd_ h\ mwnmfx,‘,
across America to help |Conservation districls are a]ho‘
communitics' hccn_me b”"’l(‘r‘vimll_\' concerned wnt} youth in
places in which to live, their efforts to provide better|
Burlington Kiwanians are no|eonservation education.
exception. Kiwanis intends to remain on

jol \lhc scene in an active way as
ALH clu:l. the‘m::;l:;l;lsy]oi: we move into a future of total
LoRbacp m”ew tion work ‘environmental development.
L Pl P r:l areas fo |The agricu]lure«cmscrvahon}
:::ngm?:be:; lrl‘l:derstand the |committee is established to gel>
nﬁ:ls of protecting our vital |that job done.
natural resources. s—

LSy en St
Within the city, projects have
developed through efforts of the |
Burlington Kiwanians. Financial
assistance has been given to|
beautification projects such as
the Snake Alley improvement
and the proposed Mosquito Park
development, Numerous pro-
grams have been brought to
the club along agriculture and

More than 40 miles of tile
drain, 10 miles of terraces
four miles of open drains were
built on Des Moines county
farms under direction of the
Des Moines County Soil Con
servation District, according to
the 1971 annual report just re-
leased.

Many other conseryving prac-
tices were put iato effect on
the farms of the county,
including planting of 10 acres
of trees and the improvement
of 306 acres of wildlife habitat
Service was rendered by the
district staff to 488 farms with
230 farms establishing prac-
tices.

| RALPH E. DEWEY is district
conservaltionist, Winston
Champ, soil technician, with
Harry Bryant, Dennis Stucker
and Richard Brown serving as
| part-time technicians

Bryant is now district con-
servalionist for the Louisa dis-
trict with office at Wapello.
Mrs. Mildred Kleinkopf is full-
time clerk.

Henry Dockendorff, Danville,|
served as chairman of the
board of commissioners during|
1971, Other Commissioners were
William Vierling, Meliapolis;
Rex H. Troute, Burlington; S.S
Barton, Mediapolis, and Albert
Schulz, Burlington Rt. 3.

Harold Linder, Sperry served
as secretary; Horace Sutton,
Burlington, as treasurer and
Sandy Hedges, Oakville, as ad-

vertising __n'\aﬂgg;

A recent project involving
youth and conservation together
was the drive to collect labels
from certain products in a

forests.
Help Plant Trees
The youngsters and adults
|who joined in this effort will
lbc pleased to kmow that 2,000
labels were sent in by the
| ople of this city. This means|
that 2,000 trees will“be planted
this spring in the Mark Twain
National Forest in . Missouri,
because of their effort.

Several loca! Kiwanis
members joined with
members of Lions and Rotary:
a couple of years ago to form
the Environmental and
Pollution Control Council, one

conservation tremes. '

campaign to get more frees|’
planted in burned over national

Soil Judging
contest set

FARMINGTON — A voca-
‘lional agriculture soil Judging
|contest will be held near
{Harmony  high school,
Farmington, on Wednesday at
12:30 p.m. This will involve five
counties, assisted by the Soil
Conservation Service.

The Harmony chapter will
have a soi Jjudging team and|
|five other chapters in the|
|southeast  sub-district will
participate in the contest.

Contest sites will be on the
Paul Grassman farm southwest
of the Harmony high school,
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RC&D goal is better
life for rural Americe

could be extended, Hughes audience included conservation-
added, Ists, county supervisors, mayors
ity Action Pro-

| Another example of an RC&D zrrl;jm (;z!;r:";nlll;mesl &
|project is in recreation. Hughes| y !
said there are four counties| Violet Lundquist, executive
bordering Lake Rathb un|director of the .smflheas! lIowa
|concerned about development.[CAP, said after the meeting:
|They are trying to get at least|"It appears chances of setting
the lake perimeter zoned to/UP @ project here in the
protect public use of the lake, |immediate future might _be
Housing is another area which [slim, but it's something to work
of Area XVI (Co-operative Area| .. get an assist from local, [toward. T?e Mississippi river,
Manpower Planning System) at|g.vo”and  federal cooperation, | for example, is a natural. Thli‘
ity hall. The area consists Of;par(icularl\' from FHA and/Would involve a lot of people
he four counties of Des Moines, | HUD. 1 and groups = including E‘lt,\'.
(Henry, Lee and Louisa. Provides the Methanlsm® county and Chamber of Com-

merce.'

Hughes told how one | Hdghes said, “If rural areas : f
. d well e to attract and hold young| Projects are set up b."
STy, WAt polI.uIe L AlaLe 10 ¥ iy o {committees operating under the

are a big concern, is planning |people, they must prOWdc;counlv board. of supeavifors

a central water supply with |better educational, emp! yyment, | g - Wy
maias running out to the |cultural and recreational Hughes was a guest of Ralph
country.. There are |opportunities. An RC&D project Dewey, Des Moines county
advantages | n .. multi-county |can provide the mechanism to|conseryationist at the SCS office

operation and the project laccomplish  these ends.” His|here.

SCS voting here Feb. 10

Two commissioners
.elected to the board of

Don’t look up

Tenants of the Burlington Federal
building, including the FBI agents head-
quartered there, are on the lookout for
a hoy about 15 years old.

The youth is believed responsible for
defecating down the main south stair-
well of the building, Postmaster Arthur
Peterson said the suspect apparently
used a second floor stairwell railing and
besmeared second and first floor walls.

An office worker also discovered a
youth (the stairwell suspect) in the
women'’s restroom and by the time she
reported it to her boss in his office, the
youth was able to flee, Petersen said.

“We try to maintain good, clean public
restrooms in the building, but if viola-
tions continue, we'll have to consider
locking up the restrooms,” Petersen

warned.

A better life for rural
America is the goal of Resource
| Conservation and Development
(RC&D) projects under lead_cr-
ship of the Soil Conservation
Service,

| Ways of working toward this
goal were suggested here this
week by Howard Hughes,
assistant state conservationist |
for lowa He spoke at a mee(ingf

Barton

‘Des Moines
county SCS |
25 years old |

Des Moines County Soil Con-
servation District was among |
19 recognized for 25 years of
service at the 25th Annual Con-
ference of soil district com-
missioners in Des Moines.

Accepting the award for the
| local district was S. S. Barton
of Mediapolis, a board member.

The citation on the award
|shows that Des Moines County
Soil Conservation district was
chartered Feb. 28, 1946,

The original district com-
fmissioners were Noah Schrock,

Dewey

Federation
Board Member
Honored

will be along with Carl Shumaker of
the Des Danville, Dwight Stucker of |

Moines  County  Soil  Con-|New London and Robert Zaiser Oakville; John I, Blaul, Yar-
servation District on Feb. 10,|of Burlington. . mouth, and Edwin Cling,
according to district chairman| All four of the candidates are : OIL dideiy ===, [ Mediapolis, - Influential {in
Heary Dockendorff of Danville, long-time cooperators with the sl:::g :01Lt m;xml c&’g"}'s'l‘ organization of the district was
¢ | re to eleo or Val 5 i
Ai official election, sanc. 0iSt7ict and have been active the Des M “es Soll|fl -, Eyre of Burlington
in conservation work Sounty Soil ||l who was extension director at
tioned by the state of Towa, : ; Concervation district Feb, 10 at that time, Eyre later was
the polls will be open at Me- | The election will be held in the Memorial audiforium in elected as a district com.
llponal h:;udllorium in Bur- |conjunction with the annual Turlington | missioner.
Ington between 10 a.m, S L 7 i
12:‘3; it a.m. and 2\(:::’::2%;;;] lsi;er\.‘gcsco Moines “ Terms of Henry Dockendorff, Il The Soil Conservation Dis-

| trict has helped over 1,000 fanm
|owners and operaltors with
erosion control and land use
problems in the past quarter
century,” Barton stated. “We
are now helping all types of
rural and urban land users to
protect and improve our
environment,"”

Also attending the Des Moines
Conference” were Commissioner

Completing their terms (4 R Tl
office are Henry Dockendorif, | s
the present chairman, md“

William Vierling of Mediapolis.

.Dockendorrf completes a full |
Six-year term, while Vierling |
was elected to 2 two-year short |
term in 1970, whep the board |
of commissioners was eéxpanded |
to five members.

Mediapolis, are ex piring.
Candidates nominated for the
two terms of six yvears are:
Vierling, Dwight Stucker, New
Londor, Pleasant Grave town.|
ship; Carl Shumaker, Danville, |
Danville township, and Robert
Zaiser, Burlington. |

Dockeadorff is present chair-
man and, after serving a six-

Danville, and William Vierling, ,

MRS, RUTH MERTENS

Mrs. Ruth Mertens, lowa Wild-
Iife Federation Board member
and teacher at Burlington Com-
munity School (Middletown) was
one of eighteen teachers to win
Reglonal Soil Awards In the Iowa
Soll Conservation Achievement

Four Candidates
Candidates for the two seats

on the board include Vierling,
big'..——?.. | —

HOWARD  SMITH

and

Rex Troute, District Clerk Mrs,
Mildred Kleinkopf and District

year term, is not a candidate,
Vierling, who lives in Huron

townshio, has served only two| |Conservationist Ralph Devwey,

years, having been elected! |all of Burlington. \ ‘
when the board vas increased I |
fror three to five members at

the 1970 election,

Awards Program,

The regional winners will com-
pete for the state title,

Selection of the winners was
based on the teachers effective-
ness In conservation education;
organzing field trips; creating
an awareness of conservation
problems on the local, state and

Kenneth Klenk are building a national level; and motivating
diversion terrace with a tile students to promote conservation
inlet to remove the water of natural resources,

underground from behind the The program 1is sponsored by

residence on the Smith farm

on Highway 99 north
Kingston.

of |

the Des Molnes Reglster and
the Jowa Farm Reglister in coop-
eration with conservation and
educational agencies,

Mrs, Mertens also serves the
Iowa Wildlife Federation on the
Executive Committee and is co-
chalrman of National Wildlite
Week in Jowa which is sponsored
by the Jowa Federation.
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< Henry Dockendorff
¢/«<»<-Farm Service Company Board of Directors

joins Des Moines County

C Lt B T
NEWS FROM . .".

Rl ]
DES [N0INES
" attend the service company

(<5l T o
SOUATY,

Dockendorff and his wife Dor-
FRr othy reside and farm near Dan-
ville, He farms 450- acres and
feeds Charolais cattle. In addition
to his service company and
Farm Bureau activities. He is a
member of the Danville Bank
Board, Danville Telephone
Board, the _Soil Conservation
Board and a member of the Des
Moines County Livestock Feeders
Q'\i"‘if'iim.‘;.g. [

By Paul J. Kloberdanz
I > Henry Dockendorff, Danville,

was appointed by the Des Moines
County Farm Service Company
Board of Directors to the board
to fill the vacancy created by
the resignation of Howard Wa-
ters.

The appointment. was made at
the regular monthly board meet-
ing. Dockendorff’s term will run
until the service company annual
meeting in February 1971,

The resignation of Waters was
accepted with regret by the
board of directors. Waters is the
Midwest ASCS area director. His
schedule in connection with this
position makes it impossible to

- 44 |in our schools today,” Lundy
jqz, o claims. “The great trend
3-30 _7 7 toward using outdoor class-
> | |[rooms has been motivated by
the people who have been to
| {the Springbrook Camp."
| species in existence. We live Tuition  sponsorship for
’ by the same environmental teachers to attend the training
Or an S Sa ( rules. | sessions is once, again offered
! by the Long Creek Conservation
We can delay the time when Club. € =
our. wastes catch: up! with us.| Teachers who are interested
Live in the city? Or are you|folks for dumping their sewage|water for bacteria to survive, We can delay the time when in attending the camp are
country folks? It really doesn’t and poison chemicals into the symbolizes our captive Earth, our food supply runs low. And |advised to contact Mrs. Ruth
seem to make any difference Same streams. Industry has|This planet is like the culture/We can delay the time, when Mertens of Middletown for
o .. What b “‘ e cicome in for its come-uppance|dish. Except for a limited We overproduce our species. details on the courses and|
anymore. ‘What bothersone ol|e,r  a4ding industrial waste, |amount of energy insorbed from| But, we can’t do any of thes(" scholarships
sooner or later bothers the |scrap and pollutants to the/the sun, our environment is|things, so long ‘as we keep
other. total |limited in supply, just like thelooking for some other person
TR Suddenly hd, . |culture dish for the bacteria. |to do the job for us. [
BY ‘,/ PN r;;;{‘::"l-‘ - :_“' a‘:‘fOk? t_"dl"_ | We reproduce ourselves in| Each person has to start with
RALPH s A ) |p : B C AR EIELY rapid numbers — to a point.hi own life, obeying the
| S L5\ &){;7( | rca:;hzng a critical peint of not Then for a while, we are in|discipline neceg'ary to improve I0WA  WILL
\("\@/ :]:l:emliu:;‘0:[’:h0\|:'00\[\11'|n:‘;ltanl; balance. We have reached ahi. own part of the environ~“ : “L  observe Soil

For about three years now, our wastes at the same time.
the whole kit ana caboodle of
us has been getting increasingly . i
up tight aboti the‘rcnwrmme%ﬂ. |as the guilty party. Fact is,(abruptly, we go downhill. Why? |to.
We've heard it Irom' Wa,\']f we are all to blame and we| We can still sustain a good

- T Ty R sjcure the problem — just so place to live by piling up our more life to come.
;\)senrrl;sgm 1:;;::;{]3&: 1. h:]:(e: long as it's the other guy (nat|waste. Gradually: just like our|
told us everything that's wrong|D2S {0 do something about it. |friend the bacteria, we run out

el IEUNE, 1AL S 8|} 1y wi | |of food, water, air and living|
with the way we live and use| HOW slowly we learn! | 224908 {
our resources Captive Earth s

The farmer has been crit-| The smallest bit of I;\'ingl This is a simple illustration
icized and vilified for letting|organism, bacteria, can show| that some if our high school
his precious topsoil wash away|u- all what is in store. teachers have used to illus- |)
and foul up our rivers. In turn,| A culture dish, with a limited| trate “life”, LIKE IT IS, Our
the farmer has criticized city amount of life giving.food and! life can be likened to any

jLo-'éiyﬂ/ 3 ~30-2

|point where our numbers equal|ment. We cannot expect certain |
the capability of the environ- ones to make a complete sacri-
Each one points to another ment to supply life. Then, quite|fice, so that we do not have|:

y : | Everyone will need to sacri- ! Soil
ingtca, We've heard it from the | K0OW it. And we all seem to|deal of life, but we have|fie something of the “good|,
grass roots, Experts— psuedo-|1ave brilliant ideas of how to|crowded ourselves out of a|jifen in order to make way for|

Conservation camp \l
set for teachers

There will be an Iowa Teach- 1I. This course covers rocks,
ers Conservation Camp next minerals, soil and water along ||
summer at the Conservation|willy problems of land use. 1
Education Center near Spring-| Biology 104, Iowa Conserva- '
brook State Park in Guthrie|tion Problems I, will be offered *
county, according to Bernard‘f!'om July 2, through July 22, !
Clausen, of the University of and will cover renewable |
Northern lowa. resources.such as forests, fish, ||

Local teachers are being wildlife, and .the ecological
urged by the Des Moines|approach to managing our
County Environmental Conser-|environment.
vation Educational Council to
take advantage of one of lhe
two sessions being offered.

Training ‘Invaluable’
Sherman Lundy, chairman of
the local education council,
Clausen emphasiies thet |points out that this training is
each of the three-week  invaluable to teachers who are
sessions will provide three | trying to relate their teaching
hours of college credit to |fo what is going on loday in
those teachers who take |the environment.
advantage of this training. ’ “We have had many teachers
from the Des Moines county
area attend these courses over
the past 20 years and the effect
of their training is showing up

First session from June 11|
to July 1, is called Biology 105
— lowa Conservation Problems

Conservation week Oct. 1 to 7
s year rather than the June
as in the past. The
“\\mmalmn of . Soil District
Commissioners ang the State
Conservation Commiitect

have changed to a fall obsery
ance. Rex, Trout, Rt. I, js Des

‘ Maines county district
| chairman,
}Luﬂéi
S -F1- 72/

o
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Danville Community school ac
district  voeters gave fhe,gre:

proposed $480,000 bond issue &
734 per cent majority at the
special election. Proceeds of the
bonds are to be used to replace
the 60-year-old grade school,

THE WEEK of May 7-14 has
been designated by Gov. Robert
D. Ray as Soil Stewardship
week, The event will be
ohserved over the state of Towa

During the last year Des
Moines county landowners built
74,000 feet of terrace, which
figures  just over 14 miles.
These terraces control
1,660,560,000 gallons of water,
according to figures released by
Winston C. Cooper of the local
soil conservation office,

AMONG THOSE building
terraces are: Leon Marshall and
Verner Amepell : of Huron
township; John Henry ~ and
Marvin Lange of Flint River;
Eugene Moore, Augusta;
Clarence Miller Farm, Union;
Milford Hays and C. E. Pilling,
Yellow Spring; Robert Baylor,,
Clarence Hanks, Herbert Dodds
Frances Cook, William Denney
and Frank Denney of Pleasant
Grove; - Roy Schmidt and|
Everett Schmidt, Franklin;
Mrs. Marcella Noss, Walter
Heckenberg and Albert|
Heckenberg, Benton; Grover
Willson of Washington township.
The lowa Army Ammunition
Plant has constructed 23,000
feet+of terraces on the farm
acreage in the plant area near
Middletown.

AMONG THOSE. construct-
ing erosion control dams and
ponds are: Clarence Miller
farm and Melvin Raid, Union
fownship; Wayne Corman, John
and Earl Mansf

township;
man, Flint River;
 Dodds, Paul Stucker, Ilu.l
Anliker and Darrell Tucke
Pleasant Grove;
Yellow Spring; Hr«s
Danville; Howard chf Frank-
J. B. Gingrich, Clarence
Kuntz, Howard Smith of Huron
township. The TAAP built five
ponds the past year, Soil sa

onqu i \1-"’

5 -/0 - /7/
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Bill Koger dlsplnys one of Lhe saplings being planted at the lowa
Southern Utilitles Burlington Station to encourage wildlife and to
protect the environment,

Environmental Improvement

Iowa Southern Utilities Co. has
announced plans for making its
Burlington Generating Station and
an adjoining tract a haven
for wildlife.

«An extensive timber cutting
and tree-planting project is the
heart of the plan,’' according to
Charles Bradley, station super=
intendent.

«The station’s location is ideal
for wildlife,’”” Bradley sald. «*We
want to make the area’s wildlife
at home here and to protect the
environment.”

The program got under way re-
cently when 375 young autumn
olive and 125 black alder trees
were planted beside the station’s
two ash ponds, according to Brad-
ley. Planting Is expected to be
completed next year.

«“The Soll Conservation Service
provided us with the trees at no
cost and we provide the man-
power to get them planted,”
Bradley says. *‘‘We took all of
the trees we could get this year,

Those that we need to finish the
job will be available in 1973.”

To improve the environment of
the timber land which the com-
pany owns immediately south'of
the station, Bradley says he has
been working on a plan with the
forestry section of the IowaCon-
servation Commission. */The
overall objective here is to main-
tain and improve the productivity
of the woodland. One of the
speeific objectives is to pro-
vide favorable food and cover
conditions for game, wildlife and
insect eating birds.”

The first move Bradley says
«twill be the cutting and removal
of about 100,000 board feet of
timber in an area which is a
veritable desert under an um-
brella of trees. This will al-
low the undergrowth a chance
to properly develop. Later onas
environmental land management
procedures dictate,”” Bradley
sald, “timber will be removed
from other selected areas
throughout the 600 acre tract.”
The trees just planted around
the ash ponds at the station will
grow to about 15 feet In height,
will provide an excellent gather-
ing place for birds and act as
a windbreak.

Autumn olive trees produce ber=-
ries that ripen in the fall, at-
tracting such birds as robins,
mallards, common grackle,
cardinals, tree swallows and
others.

Bradley says bobwhite quail,
ruffed grouse, mourning doves,
ring-necked pheasants and wild
turkeys also like to eat autumn
olive fruit. The tree has small,
yellow, sweet-scented flowers.
“We’re going to do everything
attractive to wildlife as pos-
sible,”” Bradley says. ‘‘This In-

cludes a plan for beautifying the
old ash pond.

“What we want to do Is flood
the old ash pond with water from
the river when it’s particularly
muddy. We hope the silt will
eventually bulld up a layerof dirt
which will sustain plantlife. It's

" worth a try.”
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. City land still not ‘nailed down’ - .

Burlington's in better shape commissioner and
| than many cities when it comes |chairman.

Dewey said.
to land use and soil conserva-| Dewey told the 20 city and
tion, but there's still room for|county officials present that|
improvement. Wednesday's meeting was

That was the basic message|simply an introductory one ‘‘to
Wednesday night when city|familiarize you with what we
councilmen, city plan commis- have to offer you.”
sion members and the Des ]
Moines county soil conservation
committee met to discuss the
city’s soil

Burlington’s in a better posi-
tion than many cities, because
it hasn't experienced the
f “mushrooming growth”’ many

dinance for
Legislative action several usage

years ago expanded conserva-

tion district responsibilities

areas.)

Dewey said that plans are
already under -vay 'ers to

In the interim, he pointed out,|
a less detailed and accurate|
map is already available
Discussions are also under| county, he noted, only 52,900
way for developing a city, or-| z=e considered by the U.S. soil ’
“policing”  soil' conservation department to be
George Howell, vity planning
10 director, said his staff is con-
include urban as well as rural |sidering an ordinance which
|would make soil
mangatory part of building and|®
developing within city limits.

meeting  should be completed by 1975, |conservation work to be done

|in both urban and rural Des

| of

| Moines county,

Out of the 231,700 acres

land in Des Moines

adequately treated.

testing a

And within the city; he said
out of the 5827 available acres,
only

2,777 are. considered

dequately treated
“We've got a lot of work to

have. But there are still some
yproblems even now and will be
a lot more in the future'as
more and more industry begins
moying into the area, according
to Ralph Dewey, district soil |

develop a soil survey wuiap
of the entire city. The map |is

Dawes told is audionce there (do and it's going fo take a
still a grear aeal of lot of cooperation,” Dewey said.

Bmwym ?&_w.&,_i?x.- T el

BN distributorinled

Neil Edwards, assistant
manager, Des Moines County
Farm Service, declared flatly
that “We don't like this ban
at all."” He referred to a near-
total elimination of DDT in the
United States.

] Edwards charged that oppo-

nents of DDT *‘don’t have much
to substantiate their charges
that it is highly dangerous.

“It has been a godsend to
us, especially in controlling the
mosquito and the corn-borer.

“We feel that the advan-
tages of DDT far outweigh
the disadvantages.”

Charles

|
——

Waye of W

Bros. elevator said he doesn't
feel qualified to comment on
the government’s action as
“We don’t seal or use DDT
in our business and I rarely
use it personally.™

Ralph Dewey, district soil
conservationist . said:

“1 don't think the ban will
have ' any great effect on
agriculture as it's practiced in
Towa.

“In  most cases we've
developed other means of
control — DDT has been re-
placed with safer substances.

“Most farmers have gotten
away from DDT.

“The DDT «ituationsprobably

Ljﬂ«uj"/ leu b*/‘/'??/

District conservationist Ralph Dewey
.and soil conservationist Winston Cooper
attended a three-day Towa workshop with
Soil Conservation Service employes in Des
Moines last week. The sessions were de- .
voted to study of new SCS long-range pohcies and
guidelines for conservation.

NaA iv&,«.,
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points up a iesson — that any
of the seemingly-good things we
have must be used with dis-
cretion and caution.

#Maybe we are polluting the
environment  with  fertilizers
now being applied to soils, in
that when they are washed off
as sediment they create
problems.

“We can fertilize crops up
to the point where crops can
make the most use of the ferli-
lizer, but often we add too much
and the excess isswashed off
as 'sedimeant. Too much of it
goes into ponds, causing growth
which creates @ scarcity of
oxygen." oy

o o and

~Slickers |
eye soil

In rural areas, soil erosion is a fopic
that's been thrown around for a long
time, but it'’s a brand new topic for
many ‘‘city slickers.” ]

The Burlington city council will get
an introduction fo it at 7:30 tonight in
council chambers during a joint meeting
of the council, city planning staff a_nd
the Des Moines county soil conservation
board.

“This is just sort of an introductory
meeting so we can show them what
information and materials we have to
offer them,” said Ralph Dewey, district
conservationist for the conservation

board '

" Jowa's legislature made the topic a
pertinent one for city councils two years
ago when it expanded conservation areas |
'within counties., |

& MET PLAN COMMISSION \
' About a month ago the Des Moines |
county conservationist had his first meet- )
ing with city officials—the city plan |
mmission. f
At tonight's meeting the council gets
9 its introduction to the services available
%v(a a film produced by the soil conser-
vation service titled: “Consider the Soil
First.” i ;|
Dewey says the film and .dlscus.rénon
during the meeting will explatq t!le im-
portance of soil erosion work within city
limits—such as newly-developed areas,
“City land may not be used for agri-
culture, but it's still valuable no matter
what it's being used for,” Dewey said.

"lL A f«fu C-7-7v

‘Soil Policy

Sets Goals

District Conservationist Ralph
E. Dewey of West Burlington
and Soil Conservationist,
Winston C. Cooper of Burlington,
atiended a three day statewide
workshop of Soil Conservation
Service employees in Des
Moines last week.

The main theme of the
meeting, which was keynoted by
an address by SCS administrator
Kenneth Grant, Washington,
D.C., was ‘The Framework
Plan-Soil and Water Con-
servation for a Better America."

The framework plan is an
updated statement of Soil
Conservation Service policy
setting forth guidelines for
operational programs of the
service in the 1970's and beyond,
according to Grant.

The three objectives of the
mission of the soil and water
conservation program are
stated as: Quality in the natural
resource base for sustained land
use. Quality in the environment
to provide attractive, con-
venient, and satisfying places to
live, work and play. Quality in
the standard of living based on

ity impr t and
adequate income.

Bes ;w Co. Pecra
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“lowa Farmers
Aid Wildife

“‘Jowa - A Place to Grow'' has
a special meaning for wildlife
since Iowa farmers have used

conservation measures to help
protect our furred, feathered and

THE DES MOINES COUNTY NI

Silt Named
As Nuisance

Recent legislation in Iowa has

' Soil loss limits hearing Aug. 16

be established on lands where original soils
have been ‘greatly disturbed and erosion
conditions are not natural,

Copies of the proposed regulations are

Recent legislation in lowa has passed
the first real law in the nation that names
silt as & nuisance. In order to implement
the law, soil conservation districts are es-

g $tablishing legal soil loss limits for each  available for examination at the Des s Flends passed the first real law in the

‘ type to be found in each county, Moines County Soil Conservation District P ybabl m'-, single group has nation that names .s'“ SARaC
P A public hearing will be hel office Eopa Yy nuisance. In order to implement

: g wi eld at 8 p.m, . done more to give food and shel- the law, soil conservation

- Wednesday, ‘Aug. 16, 1972, at Room 211,
Federal Building in Burlington, on the
ques!iqn of adoption of soil loss limitations

3 ) for lands in Des Moines county. District

¢ chairman Rex Troute pointed out that all
persons who are likely to be affected by the
proposed regulations are welcome to at-

tend and will be given opportunity to ex-

The regulations will be used by district
commissioners in acting on complaints of
excessive silting as the conservancy dis-
trict.law goes into effect. If excessive ero-
sion is found, land owners may be re-
quested to voluntarily correct the problem
or may be required to install erosion con-
trol measures to bring the losses within
safe limits and to comply with the district
soil loss limit regulations.

ter to wildlife than the state’s
conservation farmers, Purposely
and inadvertantly the con-
servation practices they use to
protect the land also benefits
wild birds and animals.

Grasses and fleld borders are
particularly good nesting areas
for the millions of songbirds and

« gamebirds of our state. Nearly

districts are establishing legal
soil loss limits for each type to be
found in each county.

A public hearing will be held at
8:00 p.m., Wednesday, August
16, 1972, at Room 211, Federal
Building in Burlington, on the
question of adoption of soil loss
limitations for lands in Des
Moines County. District

S, -

=
.'i ' press their views.

4 The proposed allowable rates of soil
: loss by wind and water are expressed in
| tekms of tons per acre per year. Separate

calegoriesare set up for (1) agricultural
, land (2) non-agricultural lands and (3)
L consiruction sites,

] 'ln the relatively undisturbed farmland
soils an allowable loss limit will be set for
each soil type. A more arbitrary figure will

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ‘
ON PROPOSED SOIL

LOSS LIMIT REGULATIONS
WITHIN DES MOINES COUNTY
SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT
~ Under authority set forth in Chapter
467A, Code of lowa, 1971, as amended,
the commissioners of Des Moines Coun-
ty Soil Conservation District, with the
approval of the State Soil Conservation

mittee, have formulated soll loss

limit regulations applicable to said Dis-
trict

A copy of the proposed soll loss limit
regulations may be obtained at the Des
Moines County Soll Conservation Dis-
frict office, Room 218, Federal Bdg.,
A Burlington, lowa.
Notice is heréby given that a public
hearing will be held at 8:00 p.m., August
16, 197?, af Room 211, Federal Bullding.

L Burlington, lowa at which time anc
place an explanation of the regulation:
will be made and opportunity will bt

Plun for any landowner or occupant ol
and who would be affected thereby fc
be heard for or agains! the proposec
regulations..
COMMISSIONERS OF DES
MOINES COUNTY SOIL
CONSERVATION DISTRICT
By Rex H. Troute,
Chairman
Aug. 3, 721t
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Conservation
Week In Iowa

Soil Conservation Week in
lowa this year will be October 1-
8, according to William Greiner,
director of the Iowa Department
of Soil Conservation,

In previous years, a week in
June was set aside to recognize
the importance of soil and water
conservation programs in the
state. A fall date has been
selected because the June date
was so close to Soil Stewardship
Week, usually observed in May.

Min Amemiya, extension
agronomist at JIowa State
University, explained that Soil
Conservation Week calls at-
tention to the importance of soil
and water conservation work in
Towa.

Soil and water conservation,

flood prevention, and related -

natural resources development
programs are carried out to
meet Iowa's rural and urban
needs and to improve the quality
of our environment.

“‘Orderly use and development
of Towa land and water
resources through soil and water
conservation programs, flood
prevention and proper land use
are essential to maintain and
increase agricultural and urban
income; to protect and improve
the  rural, wurban and
recreational areas; and to
develop their potential for all
lIowans,” Greiner said.

£-3-7, F

half a million acres of strip
cropping and thousands of miles

* of terraces with grass backslopes

rovide abundant food and shelter
&r birds, At the same time,
these practices control soil run-
off and protect fishing areas from
i1t and pollutants.

. Iowa farmers have installed ter-
races long enough to reach around
the world. .

Over 75,000 acres of wind-
breads and shelterbelts, planted
to protect from wind erosion,
makes a good home for game
birds and small animals.

Small watershed and flood con-

" trol projects in recent years
have created over 1300 new
bodies of water, These, along with
thousands of Individual farm
ponds are giving migratory ducks
and geese improved places to

| stop along their flyways. And a

| lot of top notch fishing is also
provided.

| Many acres of marginal

land have been abandoned as un-

' desirable for cropping as our

farming has become more in-
. tensified. Farmers are planting

. 200,000 acres of such land to

shrubs, grasses and trees to be

+ managed for wildlife production.

A recent innovation in pasture
management is the warm season
pasture. In these flelds, native
grasses are planted, tobe grazed
in hot weather when ordlna}y
pastures are dormant. By keeping
livestock away from these areas

| early in the season, abundant
nesting is provided.

Putting it all together, Iowa
farmers are doing a great job of
providing food, water and shelter

to maintain wildlife for all of<

us to enjoy for many years
ahead.

?)"-‘-’Mf«‘lw’ 7(_.1“_ ~ fk a
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. County Soil

chairman Rex Trpute points out
that all persons who are likely to
be affected by the proposed
regulations are welcomed to
attend and will be given op-
portunity to express their views,

The proposed allowable rates
of soil loss by wind and water are
expressed in terms of TONS
PER ACRE PER YEAR.
Separate categories are set up
for (1) agricultural land (2) non-
agricultural lands and (3)
construction sites.

Copies of the proposed
regulations are available for
examination at the Des Moines
Conservation
District office according to
Chairman Troute.

The regulations will be used by
district commissioners in acting
on complaints of excessive
silting as the conservancy
district law goes into effect. If
excessive erosion is found, land
owners may be requested to
voluntarily correct the problem
or may be required to install
erosion control measures to
bring the losses within safe
limits and to comply with the
district  soil loss limit
regulations.

§-3-72
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Cattlemen
told of new

tag program

A new program is being offered cattle
feeders so they will have records of the car-
cass quality of cattle they ship to market,

Ron Irvin, Extension livestock specialist
for the Davenport area, told about 110 fee-
ders and wives of the program during the
27th annual Des Moines county Livestock
Feeders Assn, tour Tuesday.

Speaking at the J. D Stucker farm west
of Danville, Irvin emphasized the need for
production records by commercial cow-calf
men

To help feeders improve their herds, Ir-
vin recommendgpd that they use orange ear
tags that can Be placed on their cattle at
weaning or at any y
time before they are

sent to market.
The tags remain

Las.

with the cattle until L

they are slaugh- ?

tered, then are ) 008892‘ "
transferred to the \
carcassed before they | é 3

are graded. \)‘“"J

Grading informa-
tion includes con-
formation, maturity,
degree of marbling, FEar tag
quality grade, fat thickness, ribeye area,
kidney, pelvic, and heart fat, hot carcass
weight, and vield grade, Irvin said.

The information will be returned to the
feeder for a $1.50 fee, but only if the cattle
have been tagged. Tags are 50 cents each
and are available from the lowa Beef Pro-
ducers Assn., Irvin said.

Other feeding operations visited on the
tour were on the Henry Dockendorff,
Leonard Miller, and Wavne and Steve
w iIIl‘umx‘l’nnm,

At Dockendorffs, soil conservationist
Ralph Dewey explained a feedlot wind-
break of trees and shrubs recently planted
by Dockendorff with advice from the Soil
Conservation Service.

The tour closed with an evening bar-
becue at the 40 & 8 park in Burlington.

Aot o Beikoo b
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Local Soil Conservation Service staffer
WINSTON COOPER has completed a
week-long basic management training
course at the SCS regional training center
in Lincoln, Neb. Twice a summer intern at
the Des Moines county office, Cooper has
been a full-time SCS employe here for s
year

] :
(| Paddag G
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Teachers can still register

.

for conservation workshops |

lIowa teachers still have time to register
for this year’s conservation education
workshops, according to Howard Hughes,
president of the Iowa Conservation Educa-

tion Council.

The first workshop, intended primarily

Detailed
surveys
of soils

A promise of much better soil survey in-
formation for Des Moines and other Towa
counties was given at the 26th Annual Con-
ference of Soil Conservation District in Des
Moines last week.

Dr. Tom E. Fenton, soil scientist and
egronomist from Jowa State university,
painted out the differences in the old and
modern surveys by making several com-
parisons.

“Some old surveys show as few as five
soil types in a county,” Fenton claims.
“Many modern surveys ‘will have 50 or
more soil types and also show land slopes
and erosion factors."”

1 typical old survey was made by a
single surveyor in about 100 man days.
The Des Moines county survey, when
completed about 1976, will have used
about nine man years.

The original soil survey taken over 50
years ago was printed on a single sheet
map at a scale of one inch per mile. Mod-
€rn surveys are drawn on up-to-date aerial
photographs at a scale of four inches per
mile. Soil areas as small as two acres can
be accurately mapped, according to Fen-
ton.

“Actual suryeying has been contracted
for Des Moines county starting in 1971,”
the agronomist stated. “A team of soil sci-
entists will spend about three years in the
field checking soils,”

The main responsibility for soil surveys

across the nation lies with the U.S. Soil
Conservation Service, lowa Agricultural
Experiment Station assists,
Upon completion the new soil information
will be of great value to all farmers and
land users and will become a truly realistic
basis for assessment, local soil officials
claim.

Attending the meeting from Des Moines
county were District Commissioner S.S.
Barton of Mediapolis and District Con-
servationist E. Dewey, of Burlington.

HNewt Ege) T-19- 72
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for teachers 1n tne eastern part of the state,
will be held at Camp Ewalu near Stra- [
wherry Point Oct. 6-7. The second will be |
at the state 4-H Camp near Luther Oct, 13
and 14.

The Ewalu workshop will include
teacher work sessions on environmental
field days, classroom demaonstrations,
school camping and conservation edu-
cation committees. In an awards dinner
Friday night, teachers 1ill be recog-
nized for conservation education ef-
forts.

Joseph Arundale of the U.S, Bureau of
Mines will also speak to the group on “‘Pol-
lution in Perspective."”

Saturday’s program includes field trips
for teacher training. In past years, many
soil conservation districts have sponsored
teachers to the two-day workshop, In-
terested teachers in Des Moines County
should contact Sherman Lundy of Bur-
lington, chairman of the Environmental
Conservation Education Council,

et Cgr 9-26- 7

WINSTON COOPER of the Des Moines
County soil conservation office announces
there have been 100,000 feet of tile outlet
terraces built in the county the past eight
months. That is almost 19 miles of terrace.
Among those who established the erosion

§ control practices are: Raymond Qetken
= and Everett Oetken of Tama township; |
Earl Orten, William Parrott, Dr. J. E.
Murray and Robert Dodds of Danville
township; Rex Troute and Edward C.
Breuer of Concordia; Warren Langwith
and Grover Willson, Washington; Iowa
Army Ammunition Plant, John Hostetter
and Marvin Lange, Flint River; William
Denney and Darrell Tucker, Pleasant
’vae: Kenneth Wehage and Clarence !

Kuntz, Huron; Dr. Carl Hulen and Ger- |
ald Miller, Union and Rodman Baird of
Yellow Spring,

Other practices established this season
included 16 erosion control dams and
ponds in the county. Those applying the
practices and their townships included:
Vicki Maddox and Dr. Hulen, Union; Les-
ter Dietsch and Kenneth Groe, Pleasant
Grove; H. B. Schroeder, Tama; Grover ‘
Willson, Washington; Kenneth Wehage,
Huron; Ronald Beckman, Danville; John
Hostetter, Flint River; Virgil Massner and
Orttie Rocke, Yellow Spring; Neal Wolfe of
Franklin and lowa Army Ammunition
Plant.

o T AT )
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1974 County
Soil Survey

| A promise of much better soil
| survey information for Des
Moines and other lowa counties
was given at the 26th Annual
Conference of Soil Conservation
District in Des Moines this week.

Dr. Tom. E. Fenton, soil
scientist and agronomist from
lowa State University pointed
out the difference n the old and
modern surveys.

“Some old surveys show as
few as five soil types in a
county,” Fenton claims: “Many
modern surveys will have fifty
or more soi) types and also show
land slopes and ~rosion factors.”"

A typical old survey was made
by a single surveyor in about 100
man days. The Des Moines
County survey, when comple !
‘about 1976, will have used abou
nine man years.

“Actual surveying had been
contracted for Des Moines
County starting in 1974, the
agronomist stated. “A team of
soil scientists will spend about
three years in the field checking
soils.”

Attending the meeting from
Des Moines County were District
Commissioner S.S. Barton of
Mediapolis and District Con-
servationist Ralph E. Dewey, of
Burlington.

e Proene. Co. s’
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Regional winners
in soil program

Three area farmers have been named re-
gional winners in the Iowa Soil Con-
servation Achievement Awards Program
"or doing an outstanding job of conserving
soil and water. They are:

Si Hoffman, Jr., Humeston, in Divi-
sion I: Ray Pilling, Mediapolis (and
owner C.B. Pilling), in Division 2; and
Fred Holsteen, West Point, in Divi-
sion 3.

Division 1 consists of owner-operated (or
family-operated farms, Division 2 of land-
lord-tenant farms, and Division 3 of farms
cooperating with the Soil Conservation
Service.

These three Region 9 winners will receive
barometers at a county banquet and are

| automatically in sweepstakes competition
| with 24 other regional winners for a single
| state award.

The program, in its 20th year, is spon-
sored by The Des Moines Register, The

Y lowa Farm Register, and several con-
| servation and education agencies.

i

That fish-p;)ducing
pond requires planning

By BOB HANSEN
Hawk Eye Sports Writer
That lunker bass or stringer of pan fish
pulled from a Des Moines county farm
pond may well have started out life as
property of the federal or state govern-
ment.

_ Area farmers are increasingly taking
advantage of government programs and
know-how to turn the “old fishing
hole” into a recreational dividend.

But, like any dividend, a fish-producing
pond requires an investment of careful
planning. Most ponds will produce some
fish but they will produce more and better
fish if they are managed correctly.

| One source of information on the correct
way to develop a fish pond is Ralph Dewey
of the U.S. Soil Conservation office located
in the Federal building here. Dewey is also
the man to see about getting fish.

His office will be taking applications un-
til Feb. 1 for either bass or catfish fry from
the federal fish hatchery near Muscatine.

Those land owners whose applications
are approved can plan on picking up their

M 217,0/ 70-18 =72

Soil awards banquet
planned for Nov. 16

The annual awards banquet of the Des
Moines County Soil Conservation District
will be held at 6:30 p.m. Nov. 16 at First
Christian church, 1221 Park Ave

The program will feature environmental
conservation education in outdoor class-
rooms, reported Rex H. Troute, chairman
of the board of soil commissioners. Several
teachers will be guests of the district

et s L= 72

Awardsbanquet

Environmental conservation education
will be the theme of the 1972 soil con-
servation achievement awards banquet to
be held at 6:30 p.m. Thursday at First
Christian church, 1221 Park Ave. The han-
quet is being held by the Des Moines coun-
ty Soil Conservation District,

Ittt (C-fc./ H=i6=7 4

seed fish next summer. “We will begin de-
livering bass in June,” said Dewey, “and
catfish, in late August,

“A truck will be in the area and the
farmer should bring along a 20-gallon con-
tainer of his pond water and we'll see he
gets his fish.

“Generally speaking,” continued Dewey,
“we will not stock 8 pond under half an
acre, for it’s too small for a good survival
ratio, or larger than five acres, because
that is considered a commercial venture,”

Dewey explained the state also main-
tains a program of supplving fish to
lowa, farmers.

“Most ponds, though, were stocked a
good deal more informally. The farmer just
took a pail of fish he caught in a neighbor’s
pond, dumped it in his own, and hoped for
the best,” he said.

The soil conservation office also offers a
few pointers on which type of fish to stock.
If a good bass-producing pond is desired,
there shouldn’t be any crappies in-
troduced.

Crappies, in a pond with a uniform water
level, will quickly overproduce, thus up-
setting the balance between more desirable
fish and leaving the pond filled with use-
less one and two-ounce fish.

If catfish are desired, only a small num-
ber of bass should be added to control wild
fish that may enter the pond. The pond
bottom should also have a few drainage tile
or tires for catfish nesting spots, Dewey
said.

Dewey also offers a few pointers on how
to fish a pond.

“A good ratio of usage would be about
500 hours of fishing time per acre. Any less
than that and the fish will not grow to
best size. Any more than that and' the
number of fish caught will fall off,” he
said.

Dewey laid to rest the old story that
once a farmer-owner accepls govern-
ment stocking, he must open his pond
up to the public.

“This may have been true at one time,"
Dewey explained, “‘but the farmer is under
no obligation to let people fish his place if
he doesn’t want to

“Naturally, we would like the public to
use these ponds and it also provides the
correct fishing pressure that the ponds
need for best results.”

The Soil Conservation office estimates
there are 800 ponds in Des Moines county.
Using government guidelines, that figures
out to a lot of fish and a lot of fishing for
area anglers



Waste from feedlot treated

A recently completed waste control proj-
ect on the Robert Rehmke farm northwest
of Burlington will keep 2,500 tons of barn-
yard manure and waste from entering Flint
River and the Mississippi every year, dis-
trict conservation officials claim.

In an effort to manage the runoff from
his livestock enterprise, Rehmke has con-

ROBERT REHMKE FARM
POLLUTION « AND

EROSION LONTROL

X
N (STEEP SCoPING.
&

POLLUTION CONTROL in feedlot
of Robert Rehmke is achieved by di-
version terraces, a silt basin and stor-
age-oxidation lagoon. This layout, on a

LAND)

e S

stricted a series of terraces, diversions, a
holding pond and a lagoon. Planning for
the project was a part of the work of the
Des Moines County Soil Conservation Dis-
trict and the U.S. Soil Conservation Serv-
ice:

Rehmke, a farm manager for a Bur-
lington Bank, purchased the farm about a

10-acre tract, is along county road X-
37 in the northwest part of Section 18
of Franklin township. It's on the old
Clarence Mehmken farm.

year ago. “It looked like a good livestock
farm and has several ponds to supply water
to pasture areas,” he states.

The buildings and lots are located on
& fairly narrow ridge with good drain-
age 1o move wastes off the lots. “Ero-
sion is bound to be a problem with the
steep slopes breaking away from the
lors, "’ Rrhmk'_e elaims. “‘This also
presented a problem of pollution with
rapid runoff to the creek.”

Rehmke contacted the soil conservation
service, where district conservationist
Ralph Dewey and conservation technician
Oren Champ provided technical guidance
to develop a sound plan for erosion and
waste control. Application for cost-sharing
by the Rural Environmental Assistance
Program brought forth considerable help in
the high cost of such a project. REAP paid
half of the more than $4,000 total
cost. ‘“‘Using federal funds to help pay for
pollution control work of this kind is read-
ily justified,"" Conservationist Dewey
points out. “The farmer is providing a way
to keep animal wastes from polluting, so
the entire public can enjoy clean water.”

State health officials also come into the
picture on projects like this, Plans for the
work had to be approved by the lowa Wa-
ter Pollution Control Commission before
any earth could be moved.

Taking it from the top, the barns and
lots drain about six acres of hilltop land. A
diversion terrace wraps around the ridge-
top, keeping runoff water from going down
the steep slopes. This diversion serves a
double purpose. It channels the feedlot
runoff to a settling area and it keeps the
runolf from getting into a livestock pond.

4 short fill, about six feet deep and a
hundred feet long, catches the solid and
liquid wastes that will come off the lots,
and through the diversion. Roof water
is mainly taken through eaves troughs
into an underground tile and on to the
lagoon area.

A slotted pipe inlet to a tile system al-
lows liquids to run to the lagoon at a lower
level, while solids settle above the pipe. As
the area fills with solid wastes, this materi-
al can be hauled out to fertilize cropland
fields.

Nearly, 3,000 cubic yards of earth had to
be moved to build *he dam that holds the
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lagoon, according to SCS figures. Ninety
feet of six inch metal pipe controls the
overflow from the lagoon toward the creek
below.

“Water running into the lagoon is
naturally polluted,” Rehmke continues,
“so the lagoon is the place where pollu-
tion is treated.”

“The lagoon can store three inches of
runoff from the feedlot,” he adds. Biologic-
al action in the lagoon takes care of pollu-
tants and the overflow to the outlet pipe is
nearly pure water. What little waste ma-
terial may be left will be filtered out in a
grass waterway, which is will also help to
fertilize.

Rehmke feels that the investment to
build this waste control project is high, but
it serves many purposes, Besides pollution
control, erosion is prevented and his own
stock watering system is no longer con-
taminated. “‘Besides there's a certain satis-
faction in knowing you have done a bit to |
help make a better environment,” Rehmke |
concludes.
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By BOB SOGARD
Hawk Eye Farm Editor

They were preaching to the converted at
First Christian church Thursday night.

The occasion was the annual Des Moines
county soil conservation awards banquet.
The topic was environmental education
and the farmers recognized received the
“honorary degrees.”

Rex Troute, chairman of the Des Moines
county Soil Conservation committee, ob-
served that one third of the acres in this
county needing soil-saving treatment have
been protected with conservation practices
in the past 30 years

“The public won't tolerate 60 years more
to get the rest of the land treated,” com-

ACHIEVERS in the county soil con-
servation awards competition this year
were, back row, from left, Dave Noss,
Verner Amenell, C.E. (Jack) Pilling,

8 w TC;

and Ray Pilling. Wives, from left, are
Mrs. Noss, Mrs. Amenell and Mrs.
Jack Pilling.
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mented Troute. He pointed to new laws
that make the Soil Conservation service re-
sponsible for all of the land in the coun-
ty—including yards, parks and airports, as
well as farmland. Also, Iowa’s new cen-
servancy law restricting soil losses is
among the first in the nation.

Sherman Lundy, Burlington teacher and
environmentalist, explained the outdoor
classroom concept that's getting a firm
foothold in the schools here,

“Children need the experience of
learning about ecology and protection
of our environment where it's happen-
ing and that’s outdoors,” Lundy said.
He said teachers, the SCS, parents and
the public, as well as youngsters,
should be involved in the planning for
these studies.

“There’s a world of knowledge to be
gained from a rotten log. You can even
study weeds growing up through cracks in
a blacktop playground. There are trees and
grasses, ponds and brushpiles that can be
invaluable as outdoor classrooms,” he
added.

Gardening, planting trees, building bird
houses and feeding stations, digging a pit
to study soil types are just a few of the
projects pupils can undertake in their out-
door classrooms, Lundy said.

SCS publications are available to help
teachers and all others interested, he con-
cluded.

4 Soil saving efforts recognized

Achievement awards to outstanding con-
servation farmers in the county were
presented by soil commissioners. Division
winners were:

DIVISION I, for owner-operators — Ver-
ner Amenell, who farms north of Mediap-
olis. He has nearly completed a system of
terraces, ponds and waterways in the past
five years.

DIVISION II, for landlord and tenant —
Ray Pilling is the tenant on the farm of his
father, C.E. (Jack) Pilling, just northwest
of Mediapolis. They also were top winners
in their division for the 12-county south-
east lowa region, in the contest co-spon-
sored by the Des Moines Register and Trib-
une and the soil districts.

The elder Pilling was a district commis-
sioner for six years. Troute said, ‘“The en-
tire farm has been well treated, first by
Jack and then Ray put on the finishing
touches. ;

DIVISION III, new co-operators — Mar-
cell and Dave Noss, whose farm is about
three miles west of Kingston, constructed a
pond to provide livestock water and erosion
control, as well as for recreation. Tile out-
let terraces were constructed and plans
have been made to complete the work on
the farm.

The Rusty Door Four, barbershop quar-
tet, provided entertainment for the 90 per-
sons at the banquet. The members are
Jack Stout, Joe Layman, Woody Herman
and Ralph Dewey, district conservationist.

y
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brush-infested ground, they bulldozed
the brush into piles along the creek that
runs through the place. They kept the
crawler tractor on the job with a heavy
duty disk. There were too many roots to
try to plow, but they could take a disk to
shape up the ground after the 'dozer left
so that corn could be planted on the con-
tour

They applied a herbicide and didn't
cultivate. The process will be repeatec

= P this year, then tie tract should be in
by - { shape for seeding the pasture to be used

7 2 / by a beef herd, The contoured ground
looked pretty good when I walked over it

" and the supersaturated soil appeared to

Achlevers In the Des Molnes
county soll conservation awards
competition in 1972 were, back

row, from left, Dave Noss, Ver-
ner Amenell, C. E. (Jack) Pil-
ling and Ray Pllling, all Med-

fapolis rural. Wives, from left,
are Mrs. Noss, Mrs. Amenell
and Mrs. Jack Pilling.

Area Farmers Get Soil Awards

Achlevement awards to out-
standing conservation farmers
in Des Molnes county were pre-
sented Thursday night, November
16 at the annual soil conser-
vation awards banquet held at
the First Christian church in
Burlington. Division winners
were;

Division I, for owmer -
operators =~ Verner Amenell,
who farms north of Mediapolis,
He has nearly completed a sys~
tem of terraces, ponds and
waterways in the past five years.
Division II, for landlord and
tenant - Ray Pilling is the tenant
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on the farm of his father, C.E,
(Jack) Pilling, just northwest of
Mediapolis. They also were top
winners In their division for the
12-county southeast Iowa region,
in the contest co-sponsored by
the Des Molnes Register and
Tribune and the soll districts,
The elder Pilling was a dis-
trict commissioner for six
years, Rex Trout, chalrman of
the county Soil conservation,
sald: ‘“The entire farm has been
well treated, first by Jack and
then Ray put on the finishing
touches,

Division III, new co-operators-
Marcell and Dave Noss, whose
farm is about three miles west
of Kingston, constructed a pond
to provide llvestock water and

conservation practices in the past
30 years.

The chairman pointed to new
laws that make the Soil Con-
servation service responsible for
all the land in the county, in-
cluding yards, parks and air-
ports, as well as farm land.
Sherman  Lundy, Burlington
teacher and environmentalist,
explained the outdoor classroom
concept that is getting a foot-
hold in the schools In the area.
The Rusty Door Four barber-
shop quartet provided entertain-
ment at the banquet, Members
of the quartet are Jack Stout,
Woody Herman, Joe Layman, and
Ralph Dewey, district conser-
vationist.

be staying in place. In other words, this
ground apparently is fertile enough so
that it won't literally go downhill if it is
properly pastured

Min Amemiya, the ISU agronomist,
was here last week pointing out that
all such pasture making isn’t in the

inierest of public or farmer

Woodland clearing can be dis
astrous,” the professor declared. "It can’t
raise .corn and isn't too good for pasture
It might cost $100 an acre to clean up and
$100 more for chemicals, fertilizer and
seed. Then, in a few years, cattle runs
start rills, erosion resumes and the $300
land there isn’t worth the $100 you start-
ed with

Amemiy

1 suggested that pasture re
novators seed native prairie grasses

b
that come on strong in the hot season
while the cool weather grasses brown

ue stem, switch grass, Indian grass

down. He cautioned against over-grazing
urging that 8-10 inches of stubble be left
so the grass can come back

He pointed out a whole bunch of ben
efits resulting from terracing. The farmer
needs less fertilizer, insecticides and her
bicides. Terracing eliminates dodging
gullies, allows more efficient use of equip
ment and reduces ditch cleanup. Also

moisture is retained, the land is more

productive and is five to 10 per cent more

valuable

Public benefits include: Cleaner
water, cleaner air, sediment control,
flood control and ecological balances

are maintained

But terraces are expensive. Now that
REAP funds hayve been axed, enforce
ment of lowa's new soil conservancy law

) 1
J e Lo erosion control, as well as for . shot down. Minoru said alternatives may
: recreation. Tile outlet terraces have to be developed. These include grass
(== 12 were constructed and plans have Burt Nealey, who farms north of Dan- or meadow rotation, conservation tillage

been made to complete the work
on the farm.

The topic for the evening was
environmental education. Chair-
man Troute emphasized thatonly
one-third of the acres In the
county needing soil-saving treat-
ment have been protected with

ville, disagrees with the blanket state

ment that making pasture out of land
that grows only brush and scrub trees is a

ervation minus

“Grass holds the land, too. I've seen

land that isn’t taken care of erode from

under a tangle of brush that kills

t the

grass,” Burt declared when I talked with

him Tuesday

ind other practices that save soil but
don’t cost so much. Also, the state SCS
people are seeking considerably more
from the legislature ’

Rex Troute, chairman of the soil dis-
trict commissioners, is practicing what he
preaches. He told the crop production
meeting participants about a cooperative

asssbbsdosasn

terracing program he completed with

il wAC t.r:z
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He pointed to the work done by his
ns, Jim and Charles, the past year. Part

the project is illustrated on Page 20 of
today’'s Hawk Eye. They bought a
240-acre farm from the Knutson estate
T'he place is two miles north of Danville

Starting with about 35 acres of hilly

neighbors Ed Breuer and Vine Gehrinz

I'he project, cost-shared with REAP
funds, reduced hir annual soil loss from
eight tons per acre to 1.2 tons. Rex con
ceded that it's doubtful he would have
done his portion of the 55-acre $4,000 job
if REAP funds hadn’t been available
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New pastures crowding wildlife

By BOB HANSEN

In recent years, lowa wildlife has taken
its lumps on everything from highway con-
struction to industrial pollution. Now it
appears even rising beef prices are posing a
threat to the state's diminishing primitive
habitat areas

Relative higher cattle prices are forc-
ing many Hawk Evye land fariners to
convert timbered arcas into pasture
land, This, in turn, destroys the food
and cover that permils many types of

wild life to flourish.

Ralph Dewey of the U.S. Soil Con-
servation Office estimates approximately
200 acres of timber are converted to pas-
ture annually in Des Moines county. More
heavily wooded areas — such as those in
Van Buren county — lost about 1,000 acres
of trees each year.

The long run impact this practice will
have on the state’'s wildlife resources is yet
undetermined. However, authorities are
becoming increasingly concerned over the
more apparent short run aspects of pasture
reclamation

State Supervisor of Wild Life Manage-
ment Don Cummings reports, “Under cer-
tain circumstances we have noted a sub-
stantial reduction of deer, rabbit, squirrel
and quail where woodland is converted to
pasture in any significant amount

“Fortunately,” Cummings said, “the
practice is not widespread, but it may
well become quite common. If that oc-
curs, we may have a serious problem on

our hands

“In the case of larger animals such as
deer, land will carry only so many ani-
mals,"" he said. *We will have to see if it is
going to be wildlife or cattle.”

Cummings’ concern is shared by State
Games Biologist At Ferris

J “We're beginning to see the destruction

S = S,

of many areas of natural habitat for deer
and squirrels in south east lowa

“In a recent trip through the Burlington-
Ottumwa area we saw significant areas of
timber being cleared off,”" Ferris said

“If this is done in areas where row crops
are nearby and some brush is left, the im-
pact on quail is negligible or it may even
help out

“But if no cover is left and if nearby
marginal crop land is converted, we are
going to start losing many species of
wildlife,” he warned.

The conversion of wooded areas to pas-
ture has increased in recent years as the
rising price of beef, coupled with increasing
operating expenses, has forced many farm-

ers to maximize the use of all available

land

However, State District Forester Stanley
Tate questions the economic justification
used in many instances of pasture reclama-
tion

“Putting aside esthetics or any other
consideration,” Tate said, “it is very diffi-
cult economically to justify the conversion
of much of this timbered land into pasture

“In many areas, the slope is greater than
18 per cent and it becomes rough for the
farmer to bring equipment onto the land to
fertilize, mow and maintain the property.
After a few years the nutrient value is depl-
eted and the land will no longer produce
grass — or much of anything else,” Tate
continued.

“In Des
some classic cases of steep hills with
limited top soil going into pasture.
Much of this land has such low fertility

Moines county, we have

it will not regenerate grass or trees,

“Erosion has also taken place with the
accompanying siltation problems. The
land has lost its value to society,

“Many farmers seem caught in a beef
price hysteria. They are sacrificing the long
run value of their land for a highly ques-
tionable short run profit.’

As with any business, farmers work their
land for a profit, not to maintain wildlife
sanctuaries. However, the only sure thing
about the pasture reclamation movement
is that, once again, Iowa’s natural re-
sources will be the big loser.

RECLATMED LAND.
tangle of brush and small trees, is
this 35-acre tract in Pleasant Grove
township that was cleared by bull-

once a

dozer last year. The land is part of a
240-acre farm purchased by Burton
K. Nealey and his sons, James and
Charles. The 'dozer also was used to

work the ground with a heavy disk
and it was planted in corn, on the
contour. After another season of corn,
the land will be seeded for pasture
See Ag Info, Page 18
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WalterBEyre
Off the
cob

Although wet weather has hampered
conservation practices in the county, much
progress has been made, according to infor-
mation received from Ralph Dewey and the
other workers at the local soil conservation
office.

Robert Baylor, Pleasant Grove town-
ship, is continuing his terracing pro-
gram with the building of 1,000 feet of
parallel terraces to control water runoff
and soil loss on a six-acre field.

This work created more cropland that
was being taken over by brush. Row grops
may now be grown and will not only make
a much higher return to Robert but will
also make additional food and forage as
well as cover for game birds and animals
near their natural habitat.

Bob Dodds, Danville, has a forty at some
distance from his other farm land on which
he has established a tile outlet system to
handle runoff from the proposed terrace

system. The work included a new main tile
under a county road and to a safe outlet on

his neighbor, Roy Wagner. The terraces
will control the runoff from 40 acres of
land. Side benefits of the system are a bet-
ter drainage system on the Wagner farm
and provide new outlets for future terrac-
ing of the John Seymour farm. Sounds like
some neighborhood cooperation that will
save a lot of soil and increase crop yields.

DISTRICT COMMISSIONER Rex
I'route, having had enough of erosion on
two of his fields, entered into a mutual
agreement with two neighbors south of

.
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Burlington, Ed Breuer and Vine Gehring.
They will provide tile drain outlets for
Troute’s terrace systems. In turn, Gehring
and Breuer continued the terraces across
their fields. This makes it possible to com-
pletely control water runoff and erosion on
75 acres. The fields are easier to farm now
that the work has been done.

CARL SHUMAKER, a district commis-
sioner who lives west of Danville, contin-
ued terrace buiiding on one of his fields.
This work will give him added protection

- O

Conservation progress made

for a large grass waterway through his
farm., Many farmers are finding atrazine
has been killing grass in waterways, mak-
ing them harder to keep seeded. Tile out-
lets are giving a better answer to the water-
way problem.

Many ponds for livestock water and
for erosion control have been built.
Ponds are providing areas for water-
forwl and wildlife to survive.

WILLIAM STAATS, in Benton town-
ship north of Burlington, has a pond that
controls several acres of runoff and pre-
vents the water from cutting gullies in a
steep hillside, Dwight Stucker, Pleasant
Grove township, has a new pond for live-
stock water in a pasture nearly a mile from
his farmstead. He is much better able to
control use of his pastures with the added
water supply. Clair Williams has done
much the same thing on a part of his farm
just across the county line on a part of his
farm west of Danville.

The Shumaker and Dodds tile jobs have
been completed in the Geode watershed
where both the federal and state govern-
ments have joined with the landowners in
cost sharing. Charles Buck, also in the
Geode watershed, has built an erosion con-
trol pond. Keith and Grover Renner in the
same neighborhood have a diversion ter-
race to keep silt from heading for the lake.

DARRELL TUCKER, Pleasant Grove
township, Dale Hazen and Clifford Wall-
man in Washington, Theodore Berning,
Yellow Spring, and Harvey Heiniger, near

Kingston have been able to complete tiling |

even though the fall has been quite wet.

oy ]
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Unprecedented

Timber Clearing

The following news release,
dealing with the problems arising
out of the “‘unprecedented level
of timber clearing in Southeast-
ern lowa', comes from Stan
Tate, District Forester, of Mus=-
catine,

Rising livestock prices and poor
land management are some of the
causes of the unprecedented level
of timber clearing In South-
eastern Jowa. Many landowners
are selling or bulldozing standing
timber with hopes of gaining
inexpensiye pasture.Many others
are simply allowing their
cattle to graze standing timber.
If the lure of inexpensive pasture
appeals to you, consider these
facts before you take action.

Cieating new pasture or
pasturing existing timber is an
investment; but only good in-
veéstments make money, If your
intended pasture is steeper than
15% slope (about a 1 to 6 slope)
it may turn out to be a poor
investment, If you keep careful
records you may find you are
losing money

Potentlal income from pasture
decreases rapldly as the slope
of the land Increases. On steeper
ground the grass Is poorer and
more expensive to maintain, and
the livestock must expend more
energy moving up and down the
hills to get less feed. It's obvious

that steep land cannot compete

with the feed efficlency found
in better pasturelands.

In the case of so-called “‘tim-
ber pasture’”” the problems
of slope are compounded by
exceedingly poor feed. Grass
grown in shade is very low In
nutritional value, Stock can
actually loose weight while keep-
ing their bellles full, As the shade
grown grass Is quickly depleted
livestock turn to brush (actually
young tree seedlings) as a food
source, The digestive systems
of cattle are not equipped to ef-
ficiently digest the woody twigs
they are forced to feed on, and
the cattle cannot show acceptable
welght gains.

I want to be careful not to
overplay the economics of this
problem, because things are not
that simple. Land use ethics is
an integral part of the problem,
1 once knew a man who was so
embarrassed that he couldn’t face
his neighbors, because a small
gully had started in his pasture,
Yet every year tract after tract
of rougher land is succumbing de-
forestation, overgrazing and
heavy topsoll loss, and yet few
seem concerned or even aware.

The topsoil on our hills is
usuaily quite thin (less than 12
inches) and is underlain by a
layer of soil very high in clay,
Once the topsoll is gone and the
clay layer Is exposed an area
is created on which it is ex-
ceedingly difficult to re-establish
either grass or trees. Any exist-
ing trees lose thelr vigor and
die because they are dependent
on the thin, fraglle topsoll for
their existence, The most pro-

MEDIAPOLIS NEW ERA
terrupted the cedar's self-re-
newal cycle, Subsequent sofl
erosion finished the job, It is
hard to believe that such an
innocuous creature. as a goat
could have such a profound ef-
fect in such a few years,

Other important factors are also
involved. Soill eroslon causes
downstream siltation and the re-
sultant degradation of rivers and
lakes, In addition, the runoff
from timberland Increases
rapidly if it s grazed and even
more drastically If it is cleared.
The increased runoff causes
more erosion and more frequent

“flooding. The taxpayer ultimately

bears the cost of increased
dredging and flood control work.

Good land management is not
a simple matter, but we all must
learn to lve In closer harmony
with our land. If you have tim-
berland and want information or
assistance please contact:

Stan Tate, District Forester
Box 387
Muscatine, Towa 52761
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Reduced tillage way

found of tragedies has then oc-
curred; a once beautiful and use-
ful parcel of land has been turned
into a sterile and wasted carcass.

We can look to the famed
““CEDARS OF LEBANON" for
an  example from history.
Lebanon was once lush with cedar
forests, but has now been barren
for nearly 2,000 years. The
Romans discovered these vast
forests and began to hatvest
them for use in bullding ships.
The forests may have survived
the timber cutting had not the
cutters brought goats. As the
older trees were cut, seedlings
grew to replace them; but the
goats ate the seedlings and In-
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to slow soil erosion

“In spite of the cutback of federal
funds for conservation programs, many
farmers are making plans to reduce ero-
sion on their lands in 1973," district con-
servationist Ralph Dewey decldres

Dewey, representing the U.S. Seil Con-
servation Service in Des Moines county,
said that people are seeking alternatives
to expensive terracing for erosion control
“Data from years of experiment show us
that reduced tillage practices that leave a
stubble mulch on the land can be as ef-
fective as terracing to hold the soil,” he
stated “

“The threat of erosion remains e
ery time the soil is cultivated for crops
regardless of any government cost-
sharing program.” Dewey said, “and
sediment continues to be produced for
our streams at a rate of 10-20 tons per

acre.”

Many farmers are turning to rijimum

tillage methads to slow erosion. Instead of
turning over the soil with a plow after
harvesting, a mixing tool, such as a chisel
plow, is used, This stirs the crop stubble
into the soil, leaving & mulch on top in-
stead of burying the mulch and leaving
the soil exposed

“Simple methods like these can cut soil
losses by 50 to 75 per cent. Besides ero-
sion control, there is less compaction, giv-
ing the crop a better chance to grow,” De-
wey added.

Because of wet fall weather, very little
fall plowing was done in southeast lowa.
Winter and early spring wind erosion
should be much less than normal

"This situation offers a fine chance to
start reduced tillage methods,” Dewey
concluded, "Terracing is still the best
permanent erosion control, but we have a
chance to save over a million tons of soil
in 1973 by simply not plowing evervthing
underground.”
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In Business

“We are still in business and
more determined than ever to
carry out our mission to stop
soil erosion."” Soil conservation
district chalrman Rex Troute of
Burlington makes this con-
firmation in response to many
questions in recent weeks about
the future of the soll conservation
program in Des Moines County,

Late in December, agriculture
began receiving a serles of
shock treatments as the U.S,
Office of Management and Budget
took slashing blows at farm pro-
grams. The Rural Environmental
Assistance Program (REAP) the
cost sharing program to help
rural land users apply much
needed erosion control practices,
was the first to go.

“The REAP program has be-
come one of our more effective
tools Inestablishing the practices
that are parts of the long-range
conservation plans of land own-
ers inthe district,” Troute main~
tains. ““Over the years a greater
part of REAP funds has been
applied to such permanent
practices as terracing and
erosion control dams.”"

“BUT, land use planning is the
primary job of the district, and
we are still very much in
business,;’ Chairman Troute de-
clared.

““We realize that without cost
sharing, progress may be alittie
slower,” Troute continued, ‘‘But
the need to conserve natural re-
sources is as great as ever.
The challenge of how to do it
becomes more complex.’’

The conservationist pointed out

that the planning staff of the
Soll Conservation Service is pre~
pared to help land users find
alternate, and perhaps less ex-
pensive, methods to control their
soll losses. It is still the owners
decision as to the action he takes.
““Now, more than ever before,
a good job of conservation plan-
ning Is needed to assure the
best and most effective use of
the land;' Troute concludes.
«The soil district still provides
the best basis for conservation
planning, a land use capablility
inventory and expertise In solls
and planning.”’
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Urge Minimum
Tillage To
Slow Erosion

““In spite of the cutback of fed-
eral funds for conservation pro-
grams, many farmers are making
plans to reduce erosion on their
lands in 1973, district con-
servationist Ralph Dewey de-
rlares,

Dewey, representing the U, §,
Soil Conservation Service In
Des Molnes County points out
that people are seeking al-
ternatives to expensive ter-
racing for erosloncontrol, ‘‘Data
from years of experiment show
us that reduced tillage practices
that leaye a stubble mulch on the
land can be as effective as ter-
racing to hold the soll,” he
claims,

‘“The threat of erosion remains
every time the sofl is cultivated
for crops regardless of any
government cost-sharing pro-
gram,” Dewey goes on. ‘‘And
sediment continues to be pro-
duced for our streams at a rate
of 10-20 tons per acre,””

Many farmers are turning to
minimum tillage methods toslow
erosion, Instead of turning over
the soll with a plow after har-
vesting, a mixing tool, such as a
chisel plow, is used. This stirs
the crop stubble into the sofl
leaving a mulch on top Instead
of burying the mulch and leaving
the soll exposed,

“‘Simple methods like these can
cut soll losses by 50 to 75
percent,”’ the conservationist
claims. ‘“Besides erosion con-
trol, there {s less compaction
glving the crop a better chance
to grow,’’

Because of wet fall weather,
very little fall plowing was done
in southeast lIowa. Winter and
early spring wind erosion should
be much less than normal,
‘““This situation offers a fine
chance to start reducated tillage
methods,”” Dewey concludes,
““Terracing 1Is still the best

permanent erosion control, but’

we have a chance to save over
a millions tons of soil in 1973
by simply not plowing everything
underground.’’
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Ray Pilling Is Soil Commissioner

(In picture: Ray Pilling, left,
and Rex Troute, Des Moines
County Soll District Board chair-
man)

Ray Pilling of Mediapolis has
been named by the State Soil
Conservation Committee as dis-
trict commissioner for Des
Moines County Soll Conservation
District, He will complete the
remaining year of office left
vacant by the recent death of
S, S, Barton of Medlapolis,

Pilling comes to the office of
sofl district commissioner well
qualified. A cooperator with the
district for more than 20 years,
his farming operation reflects
much effort In erosion control,
Bullding terraces and erosion
control dams helped him to be
recognized, along with his father,
C. E, Pilling, asoutstanding con~
servationist In Southeast lowa
in 1972,

As a member of the soil dis-
trict board Pilling will join chair-
man Rex Trout¢ of Burlington,
and members Dwight Stucker of
New London, Carl Shumaker of
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Danville and Willlam Vierling of
Medlapolis in directing soil con-
servation efforts in Des Molnes
county.

His father C, E, (Jack) Pilling
served as district commissioner
from 1956 to 1962,

The Des Moines Coun

Teachers Camp

Offers Course

Nature trail planning, outdoor
laboratory use, field trips, and
study of man’s management of
his resources and environment
will be part of the program for
this year’s lowa Teachers
Conservation Camp.

The 3-week course will be
offered June 11-29 at Cedar Falls
and again July 9-27 at
Burlington. In the past, the
course has been held at
Springbrook State Park.

‘‘By taking the program closer
to the home environment of the
participants, we hope to be of
more direct help to schools and
teachers in developing con-
servation education programs,”
says Camp Director Bernard
Clausen of Cedar Falls.

The course, open to both
elementary and secondary
teachers, offers three hours of
university credit. It is Jjointly
sponsored by the University of
Northern lowa, Iowa Depart-
ment of Public Instruction, Iowa
Conservation Commission, and
lowa Department of Soil Con-
servation.

For more information,
Clausen advises that you write to
him at the University of Mor-
thern Iowa or contact the Con-
servation Education Committee
of your local Soil Conservation
District.
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Conservation camp
offered here in July

Burlington will be the scene of the lowa
Teachers Conservation Camp for the first
time this year.

The 3-week course will be offered June
13-29 at Cedar Falls and again July 9-27
at Burlington, In the past, the course has
been held at Springhrook State Park.

Vature trail planning, outdoor lab-
oratory use, field trips and study of
man's management of his resources
and environment will be part of the
program.

Bernard Clausen of Cedar Falls, camp
director, said, "By taking the program
closer to the home environment of the
participants, we hope to be of more direct
help to schools and teachers in developing
conservation education programs.”

The course, open to both elementary
and secondary teachers, offers three hours
of university credit. It is sponsored by the
University of Northern Iowa, Iowa De-
partment of Public Instruction, Iowa
Conservation Commission, and lowa De-
partment of Soil Conservation

Claugen said more information may be
secured by writing to him at the Univer-
sity of Northern lowa or from the con-
servation education committee of the lo-
cal Soil Conservation District

Nt g 31 TR

i Name Pilling to
conservation unit

Ray Pilling of Mediapolis has been
named by the lowa Soil Conservation
committee as district commissioner for
the Des Moines
county soil con
servation district

Pilling will com-
plete the remaining
year of the office left
vacant by the recent
death of S.8. Barton
of Mediapolis

For the past 20
years, Pilling has
hl‘t-n a rnnp(-rnlhr
with the district, 3 ;
“His farming oper- Ray:Filling
ation reflects much effort in erosion con-
trol,” said Chairman Rex Troute.

“Building terraces and erosion control
dams helped him to be recognized, along
with his father, C.E. Pilling, as out-
standing conservationist in southeast
lowa in 1972," Troute added.

Other members of the district board
are Dwight Stucker, New London: Carl
Shumaker, Danville, and William Vier-
ling, Mediapolis. Pilling’s father, “'Jack",
served as district commissioner from 1956
to 1962

ME?., SIS

Still fight

soil losses

“We are still in business and more de-
termined than ever to carry out our mis-
sion to stop soil erosion.” Soil con-
servation district chairman Rex Troute of
Burlington made this confirmation in re-
sponse to many questions in recent weeks
about the future of the soil conservation
program in Des Moines county.

Late in December, agriculture began
receiving a series of shock treatments as
the U.S. Office of Management and
Budget took slashing blows at farm pro-
grams. The Rural Environmental Assist-
ance Program (REAP) — the cost-sharing
program to help rural land users apply
much needed erosion control practices —
was the first to go

“The REAP program has become one
of our most effective tools in establishing
the practices that are part of the long-
range conservation plans of land owners
in the district,”” Troute maintained
“Over the years a greater part of REAP
funds has been applied to such per-
manent practices as terracing and erosion
control dams.

“BUT — land use planning is the
primary job of the district, and we are

still very much in business,” Chairman

Troute declared.

“We realize that without cost sharing,
progress may be a little slower,” Troute
continued, “but the need to conserve nat-
ural resources is as great as ever. The
challenge of how to do it becomes more
complex.”

The conservationist pointed out that
the planning staff of the Soil Con-
servation Service is prepared to help land
users find alternate, and perhaps less ex-
pensive, methods to control their soil
losses. It is still the owner’s decision as to
the action he takes,

“Now, more than ever before, a good
job of conservation planning is needed to
assure the best and most effective use of
the land,” Troute concluded.
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Conservation

camp planned

for teachers

Plans are well under way for the first
“on-the-road” session of lowa Teachers
Conservation Camp to be held on the
Burlington high school campus July 9-27

Sherman Lundy, chairman of the Envi-
ronmental Conservation Education
Council for Des Moines county, stated
that area teachers will find this a golden
opportunity to sharpen up their teaching
of environmental subjects and to learn
about “‘outdoor classrooms.’’

“Using the outdoors as a laboratory to
teach relationships of living things and
their environment is the newest and best
method,” Lundy proclaimed. “Teachers
enrolled in this course will be able to de-
velop outdoor classrooms in their own
areas after the three week course of train-
ing."

Listed as Biology 104g in the University
of Northern lowa catalog, the teachers
camp is offered for three hours of gradu-
ate or undergraduate credit

Ouver the past 23 years over 2,000
lowa teachers have enjoved this
course while it was offered in the out-
door setting of Springhrook State
Park at Guthrie Center

In order -to *make this training more
available to southeast lowa teachers, this
year's session has been moved to Bur
lington. There is room for only 40 teach-
ers in the class, so chairman Lundy urges
those who are interested to promptly con-
tact Bernard Clausen, Director, lTowa
Teachers Conservation Camp, University
of Northern lowa, Cedar Falls, Towa
50613 for application and enrollment

“The Burlington area is indeed fortu-
nate to host this school,” Lundy con
cluded. “*Any persons or groups who wish
to know more about it are urged to con-
tact the Des Moines County Soil Con-
servation District in the Federal Build
ing."”

NoeesP. Cper 31073

USDA Soil
Conservation

Service

Plans are well underway for
the first ‘‘on-the-road" session
of Iowa Teachers Conservation
Camp to be held on the Burl-
ington High School campus July
9 - 27, 1973, Sherman Lundy,
chalrman of the Environmental
Conservation Education Council
for Des Moines county, an-
nounced that area teachers will
find this a golden opportunity to
sharpen up their teaching of en~
vironmental subjects andtolearn
about “outdoor classrooms.’*

«Using the outdoors as a lab-
oratory to teach relationships of
living things and their environ-
ment is the newest and best
method,””  Lundy proclaims.
«Teachers enrolled in this
course will be able to develop
outdoor classrooms in their own
areas after the three week course
of training.”

Listed as Biology 104g In the
University of Northern Iowa
catalog, the teachers camp Is
offered for three hours of grad-
uate or undergraduate credit.
Over the past 23 years over
2,000 Iowa teachers have en-
joyed this course while it was ¢
offered in the outdoor setting of
Springbrook State Park at Guthrie
Center.

In order to make this training
more available to Southeast Towa
teachers, this year’s session has
been moved to Burlington. There
is room for only forty teachers
in the class, so chairman Lundy
urges those who are interested
to promptly contact Mr. Bernard
Clausen, Director, Iowa Teach-
ers Conservation Camp, Un-
iversity of Northern Iowa, Cedar
Falls, lowa 50613 for application
and enrollment.

«“The Burlington area is in-
deed fortunate to host this
school,” Lundy concluded. ‘*Any
persons or groups who wish to
know more about it are urged to
contact the Des Moines County

O T R SR T R
Sofl Conservation district in the
Federal Building."
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Teachers Camp
In Burl. Area

Plans are well under way for
the first “‘on-the-road’' session of
lowa Teachers Conservation
Camp to be held on the
Burlington HighSchool campus
July 9-27, 1973. Sherman Lundy,
chairman of the Environmental
Conservation Education Council
for Des Moines County, an-
nounced that area teachers will
find this a golden opportunity to
sharpen up their teaching of
environmental subjects and to
learn about “‘outdoor
classrooms."

“Using the outdoors as a
laboratory to teach relationships
of living things and their en-
vironment is the newest and best
method,’”” Lundy proclaims.
“Teachers enrolled in this
course will be able to develop
outdoor classrooms in their own
areas after the three week
course of training.”

Listed as Biology 104g in the
University of Northern Ilowa
catalog, the teachers camp is
offered for three hours of
graduate or undergraduate
credit. Over the past 23 years
over 2000 fowa teachers have
enjoyed this course while it was
offered in the outdoor setting of
Springbrook State Park at
Guthrie Center.

In order to make this training
more available to Southeast
lowa teachers, this year's
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Off the
cob

MRS. HELEN GUSTAFSON, Me-
diapolis broke a long-standing precedent
when named the first woman to ever re-
ceive the honorary farmer of the year
award from the Mediapolis Community
School FFA at its annual banquet. The
Gustafson family had provided an annual
award of $100 to the top FFA senior for
college expenses or to start in farming or
some other business. The award is made
in memory of the late Louis (Luke) Gus-
tafson by Mrs. Gustafson and his chil-

Ralph Dewey, Des Moines county soil
conservationist, also received honorary
recognition for his help in the chapter and

L_‘udem soils projects.

Class awards for the best records went

to Rick Todd, freshman; Brad Davis

W *’u}, 4- 1173

FFA PARENT-SON BANQUET

The meeting was called to order

by Dave Wagenbach, president
and the official opening ceremony
was used. John Hays, vicepresi-
dent welcomed everyone to the
banquet, The officers - Dave
Wagenbach, president; John
Hays, vice president; Keith
Hemphill, secretary; Charles
Pilling, reporter; Dave Baker,
treasurer and Steve Murphy,
sentinel gave their parents a
long stem yellow rose for all
their help the past year. Mr,
Howell, chapter advisor alsogave
his wife a rose for the work
she has given the chapter the
past year,

Steve Krieger gave the invo-
cation. The FHA girls prepared
and served a very deliclous meal,
The menu was ham, baked
potatoes, buttered peas, fello
salad, dinner rolls and apple or
cherry ple alamode, After the
meal Dave Wagenbach, toast-
master began the evening’s pro-
gram by Introducing Steve
Murphy, who recognized the
guests that were present. They
were: Mr. and Mrs, Nels Christ-
ensen, Mr, and Mrs. James
Kelly, Mr, and Mrs, Edwin Ban-

wart, Mr. and Mrs, Richard Bak-
er, Mr, and Mrs, Dean Cowger,
Mr, and Mrs. Dean Brand, Mr,
and Mrs, Robert Myers, Mr, and
Mrs. Howard Keitzer, Mr, and
Mrs. Bill Belknap, Mr, and Mrs,
Bernie Thie, Mr, and Mrs, Ralph
Stover, Mr, and Mrs, Willlam
Wilson, Mr. and Mrs, Melvin
Nelson, Mr, and Mrs, Hartzell
Hillyard, Mr., and Mrs. Ralph
Todd, Mr, and Mrs, Paul Howell,

Mr, and Mrs. Gordon Hinz, Mr.

and Mrs. Ralph Dewey, Mr, and

Mrs, James Arnold, -Mr, and
Mrs, .James Garrett, Mrs.
Naomi Dotson, Mrs. Helen

Gustafson, Mrs. James Howell,
Daryl Sywassink, Floyd Conners,
Mr, Hale, Don Stover, Steve
Wilson and Randy Nelson,

Dave Wagenbach then introduced
our parlimentary procedure
team, Ed Nelson, Doug Cling,
Bruce Frank, Joe Gerling and
Steve Krieger, They gave a
demonstration of five abilities,
Jon Luttenegger, creed speaker
gave the officlal FFA Creed,
which he gave at contests,
Charles Pilling, reporter pre-
sented Mallory Moore, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Max Moore as
FFA Sweetheart, She is a senior

GREEN

MIRACLE WATER
REFINER
““The Only Miracle
You Can
Rent or Buy”’

and her father Is engaged in an
agricultural occupation. John
Hays was awarded the Ploneer
award by Mr. Hale. He kept
records on 5 acres of Ploneer
corn and entered them In
competition. Roger Schulz was
given the Pride Company award
for his prize winning essay, The
title of the essay was ‘‘New
Tillage and Planting Methods and
their Effect on Yleld.”

Charles Pilling presented a sur-
prise award to Mrs. Naom{ Dot~

Medlapolls, lowa  394-3850

son for her help given to our

speech contestants each year.
She also assisted in the Pride
essay contest and judging con-
tests. The officers then conferred
the degree of Honorary Chapter
Farmers on two people., First
was Mrs, Helen Gustafson, whols
very Interested in agriculture and
has set up a scholarship fund for
a senlor ag student, Second one
was Mr. Ralph Dewey for the help

he has glven our chapter.

Joe Gerling and Bruce Frank
presented the following member
awardsy Charles Pllling, home
improvement; Doug Cling, live-
stock production - swine; Mike
Oberman, livestock production -
beef; Roger Schulz, Star Chapter
Farmer; Jon Luttenegger, Star
Greenhand; Dave Baker, crop
production; Steve Murphy, Star
agri=busi , Kefth hill
public speaking and soll and water
management.

Mr, Gordon Hinz gave awards
to the best record book from
each class. Roger Schulz, senfor;
Doug Cling, junior; Brad Davis,
sophomore and Rick Todd, fresh-
man recelved the awards. The
chapter then gave Mr, Hinz an
FFA paperweight for glving of
his time.

Featured speaker, Daryl
Sywassink, state president was
introduced by John Hays, who
gave a very interesting speech.

In conclusion Jim Pilling and
Brad Davis gave a slide pre-
sentation of the chapter’s Pro-
gram of Work. Following, there
was open house In the school
library and agriculture room.
Past scrapbooks were on dis-
play for the curious lookers,

Charles Pilling, reporter

oo A
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Steve

Murphy congratulates
Mrs, Louls Gustafson as the of-
ficers confer the degree of Hono-
rary Chapter Farmer to Mr.
Ralph Dewey and Mrs. Louls
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Gustafson. (left to right) John
Hays, vice-president; Mr. Ralph
Dewey, Steve Murphy, Sentinel;
Mrs, Louls Gustafson, Dave Ba-
ker, Treasurer,
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with just a little assistance from
their Den Mother. A menu of
hot dogs, chips, marshmallows
and Ding Dongs was consumed.
The boys then put out the fire
and gave it the final safety test
by placing their hands upon the
wet ashes to be certain it was
completely out.

The boys then went indoors to
make waterproof matches under
Mrs. Little’s supervision and
Instruction. They discussed
match and fire safety while they
worked.

We have decided on Chautauqua
Park as the place for our planned
overnight but no date has been
set yet,

The meeting was closed with
salutes to our American flag,
the Living Circle and reciting
the Law of the Pack.

Den 6

Cub Scout Den 6 met on April
9 and Jim Abel led the flag cere-
mony. Danny Schrock furnished
the treats. Our Den Mother wrote
thank you notes to the police and
fire stations for the very inter-
esting tours,

We made gumdrop ‘‘Easter Bun-
nfes’ and also decerated
““Leggs’’ to looklike easter eggs.
We discussed plans for our cook-
out that we want to haveé on the
28th of this month and sare hope
the weather will be real nice and
warm by then,

Next week on Tuesday is the |

swim again. Brad Schnedler will
furnish the treats on April 3,
Wil the boys who ace behind in




- and he's delighted.

The soil conservation people are going
to town — literally.

Ralph Dewey says the new role for his
department is a gies o
complete turnabout

“We had been told
in the old days that
our job is with the
farmers,'’ said
Ralph. “It still is,
but we also have
someihmg to offer
the cities and
towns."”

Other govern-
mental bodies are Ralph Dewey
using the expertise of the Soil Con-
servation Service.

Schools benefit from the help of offices
here and elsewhere. Biology, ecology, con-
servation and allied subjects get a boost
from SCS men who serve as resource
people and who provide materials for out-
door classroom programs.

the
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Teachers and administrators who
are friends of conservation recipro-
cate by making school kids more
aware of their environment.

The Des Moines county soil con-
servation district has an agreement with
the IAAP, to provide technical assistance
in carrying out the conservation plan for
the ordinance plant area.

But the latest association is a memo-
randum of understanding between the
soil district and the city of Burlington
that was approved by the plan commis-
sion Tuesday.

Fred Stouder, director of planning and
development, said the SCS office will be
consulted in connection with clearing of a
2-block area of Maple Hills as part of the
Neighborhood Development Program.

In the resotution, now subject to city
council approval, the council acknowl-
edges that the shifting of land use in the
country from agriculture to urban and
suburban development has incresed silt
and sediment problems. It also agrees
that soils information and interpretations
prepared by the SCS had proved their
“value and versatility” in the land use
planning process.

Remember the clay slime that was
washed off the freeway corridor onto half
the downtown streets a couple years ago?
Looks like the highway commission
should have joined those who have asked
for help.

The SCS office here is helping with an-
other new project this year. For the first
time since its founding, the lowa Teach-
ers Conservation Camp will be held in
southeast Iowa. It will be headquartered
at Burlington high school July 9-27, after
an identical course June 11-29 on the
campus of the University of Northern
lowa at Cedar Falls.

The county’s getting into the act, too.
The conference board in 1971 gave tenta-

tive approval to a plan to begin a stand-
ard soils survey of the county, starting
in fiscal 1974, Lee county completed a
survey in 1972 that took several years to
accomplish. The IAAP and the district
contracted for a survey last year.

The 19th century type of survey
and the standard survey of today can
be compared to opera glasses vs, the
200-inch telescope on M1. Palomar.

The county unit is reaching out to oth-
er soil conservation districts in lowa Area
XVI, too. Des Moines, Henry, Lee and
Louisa counties have a new working
agreement which provides for action as
one body in cooperative activities.

The new board is the first to be estab-
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Districts Pﬂam
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Cooperation in co ition of

ment grou
ins, of
selected ch
coordinating
1 district 1
e of the fou

lished in lowa, Dewey said, although Mis-
souri started its program ‘with the in-
stitution of the area college concept in
that state.

Jim Hawkins of Argyle, Lee county
representative, is chairman of the new
coordinating board. “'Our districts, under
this new agreement, (can) make our serv-

I

ices more effective in working with re-
giunwide planning and develnpment
groups,” Hawkins said.

Working with him are these other dis-
trict commissioners: Rex Troute, Bur-
lington; Dale Waters, Mt. Pleasant, and
Virgil Corey of Wapello.

““This board is empowered by the four

districts to work with regional and county |
planning commissions, and any other}
area-wide groups concerned with land use |
and resource planning,” Hawkins stated,

Now, if the legislature will do some®
funding where the federal government}
copped out, progress might be made in;
more than a planning outline.




Guest columnist this week is
Ralph E. Dewey, district con-
servationist, who has a timely
commentary from his committee
chairman and also a progress re-
port on erosion control work in
Des Moines county.

Soil Stewardship Week, being observed
nationwide from May 27 through June 3,
points out man’s place in creation as a
steward of soil water and other natural re-
sources, according to soil district chair-
man Rex Troute of Burlington,

“The theme this year, Changing Chal-
lenges, is particularly timely as both rural
and urban land users have battled weath-
er and natural disasters to perform their
work,”” Troute proclaimed. **The damages
to the land because of poor stewardship of
the soil are really evident now."”

Millions of tons of silt from farm fields
and urban excavations have moved into
our streams. Man is finding repair and re-
building of land far more costly than pro-
tection would have been.

Troute points to the many good soil
stewards in rural Des Moines county who
have protected their soil resource with
soil conserving practices. “These people
can point with pride to grassed waterways
that have trapped the silt runoff from re-
cent rains or to terraces that have kept
the silt from moving to waterways,” he
said.

“My own farm, and others like it,
suffered a lot of erosion,” Troute
stated, “But my silt is still on my farm
— not somewhere between here and
the Mississippi delta.”

The conservationist went on to point
out fields he has seen that will require
major earth leveling projects before they
can be farmed again. “A look around
should make a believer of anyone who has
not yet become a good soil steward,”” he
continued.

“And city dwellers suffer as well from
poor land use," Troute went on. “Mud
slides and gully problems, streets covered
with sediment and basements filled with
‘muddy water are signs of stewardship
neglect.”

During Soil Stewardship Week, a time
for “Changing Challenges'’, everyone has
a chance to review his place in the world.
He has an opportunity to rededicate
himself to take better care of that part of
the environment he occupies.

“We are only placed here on Earth for a
few years to tend a bit of land provided
by the Creator,” Troute concludes. “Our
constant challenge is to make the best of
it without abusing it.” -

Troute has installed parallel tile inlet
terraces on his farm in Concordia town-
ship, in cooperation with Vine Gehring,
who had to contend with runoff from the
Troute place.

Progress
report

At last, erosion control work is prog-
ressing in Des Moines County after nearly
eight months of wet weather,

West of Danville, Henry Dockendorff is
completing a project planned for last au-
tumn as his new tile outlet terraces take
shape out of the muddy soils. These new
terraces protect about 40 acres of in-
tensively cropped land, and Dock-
endorff’s only regret is the loss of soil

from the field while waiting on the weath-
er.
Providing tile outlets for the terraces
meant installing a complete new drainage
system across the farm. A 12-inch main
extends across the corner of the Cady
farm pasture just south of Henry's place
and provides for additional tile drainage
for both farms.

At the upper end of the watershed, the
tile, muin. gives Henry's brother, Alvin
(Jim) Dockendorff, a better outlet for til-
ing his level, wet fields. In all, about 100
acres have been improved by the project,

The HAWK EYE

a ditch has been eliminated and a pasture
has been improved.

Also in the Danville area, a good deal of
terracing repair has gone on. Newly com-

pleted terraces, such as those on the Rob- -

ert Dodds farm, took the worst beating.
But even these required only minor re-
pairs to make them ready to crop.

Carl Shumaker discovered that his old-
er terraces, designed for two inches of
runoff from a rain, were not quite up to
holding six and eight-inch rainfalls. How-
ever, his newer terraces weathered the
storm well,
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In general, conservation technicians are
pointing to tile outlet terraces as having
saved many severe erosion situations this
year.

A lot of minor damage was sustained
across the county as terraces overtopped,
But in most cases, farmers were able to
repair breakthroughs with their own
loaders and put the fields back in shape.
A look around at non-terraced slopes con-
vinced them of the soil saving value of

terraces.

In spite of the dropping of the federal
cost sharing program for erosion control
practices, the local soil conservation serv-
ice office has had a steady demand for
layout of erosion control practices. Even
at full cost to themselves, many farmers
are feeling it is worth the expense of pro-
tecting the land. -

Soil Conservation District chairman
Rex Troute assures that, “‘We are still
very much in business to help the public
with conservation and land use prob-
lems."
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Work Underway

At last, erosion control work
is progressing in Des Moines
County after nearly eight months
of wet weather,

West of Danville, Henry Docken-
dorff is completing a project
planned for last autumn as his
new tile outlet terraces take
shape out of the muddy sofls.
These new terraces protect about
forty acres of intensively cropped
land, and Dockendorff’s only re-
gret Is the loss of soll from the
field while waiting on the weather,

Providing tile outlets for the
terraces meant installing a com-
plete new drainage system across
the farm. A twelve inch main
extends across the corner of the
Cady farm ‘pasture just south of
Henry’s place and provides for
additional tile drainage for both
farms.

At the upper end of the water-
shed, the tile main gives Henry’s
brother Alvin (Jim) Dockendorff
a better outlet for tiling his level,
wet flelds. In all, about 100 acres
have been improved by the pro-
Ject, a ditch has been eliminated
and a pasture has been improved.

Also in the Danville area, a
good deal of terracing repair has
gone on, Newly completed terra-
ces, such as those on the Robert
Dodds farm, took the worst beat-
ing. But even these required only
minor repalrs to make them
ready to crop.

Carl Shumaker discovered that
his older terraces, designed for

behind his buildings. This brings
to near completion the erosion
control work on his farm.

On the farm where Roland and
Edna Bush live, west of Sperry,
farmed by Neal Wolfe, repairs
from damages of storms a year
ago have recently been com-
pleted. An old concrete dam had
washed out alongside the farnrT
pond and erosfon threatened to
wash the pond away, With help
from the soll conservation dis-
trict, a plan was made to divert
surface water away from the pond
in a grass waterway leading safe-
ly to a pasture,

A new pipe outlet was added to
the pond to provide added pro-
tection, and a mutua.l tile outlet,
helping drain the neighboring
Kenneth Cook, Jr, farm will pro-'
vide a more stable pond water
supply.

In general, conservation tech-
nicians are pointing to tile out-
let terraces ashaving saved many
severe eroslon situations this
year. District conservationist
Ralph Dewey points out that a
lot of minor damage was sus-
talned across the county as ter-
races overtopped. But in most
cases, farmers were able to re-
pair breakthroughs with their own
loaders and put the fields back
in shape. A look around at non-
terraced slopes convinced them
of the soll saving value of ter-
races,

In spite of the dropping of the
federal cost sharing program for
erosion control practices, the lo-
cal soll conservation service of-
fice has had a steady demand for
layout of erosion control
practices. Even at full cost to
th lves, many farmers are

two inches of runoff from a rain,
were not duite up to holding six
and eight Inch rainfalls, However,
his newer terraces weathered the
storm well.

John Seymour is completing a
small terrace as part of a mutual
erosion control system with Bob
Dodds and Roy Wagner, The new
tile line across the Wagner farm
carried much of the runoff water
from the terraced land that would
have deposited tons of silt, had
the terraces not been there,

These projects are all a part
of the erosion control effort to
protect Geode Lake from fur-
ther sedimentation. They prob-
ably saved a thousand tons of
soll from heading to the lake
this spring.

Ray Pilling of Medlapolis has
added to the terraces on the
““Jack” Pilling farm recently,
A new set of tile outlet terraces
now protects a problem slope

feeling it is worth the expense
of protecting the land,

Soll  Conservation District
chairman Rex Troute assures
that, “We are still very much
in business to help the public
with conservation and land use
problems.’”
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Berg to receive

top USDA award

A native of Burlington, Norman A.
Berg, will receive the highest citation of
the U.S. Department of Agriculture in
ceremonies Tuesday . 3 ;
morning on the
Washington Monu- "
ment grounds.

Berg, associate
administrator of the
Soil Conservation
Service, is one of
eight persons and
two units to receive
the Distinguished
Service Award from
Agriculture Secre-
tary Earl Butz at the

Norman Berg

department’s 27th annual honor awards
ceremony, .

Gen. Alexander M. Haig, Jr., vice chief
of staff, United States Army, will be
guest speaker at the ceremony. General
Haig is temporarily heading the Presi-
dent’s administrative staff at the White
House.

Superior Service awards, the USDA’s
second highest honor, will be presented to
79 employes and 11 departmental units

The award to be presented to Berg
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states: “For eminent leadership and crea-

tivity in helping mold cooperative pro-

grams to meet a wide variety of environ-

mental needs, resulting in significant im-

provement in America's land and water

resources.’”

As associate administrator, Berg has
helped SCS and USDA to carry out their
assignments and has become a leading
authority on land use policy, sediment
control, and other aspects of environmen-
tal improvement

Berg began his SCS career in Idaho in
1943, rising to area conservationist, In
1956 he became assistant state con-
servationist in South Dakota. Four years
later he was named an assistant to the
administrator and directed the Great
Plains conservation program along with
other assignments,

He became deputy administrator for
field services in 1956 and took his present
post in 1969

He received a BS degree in agricultural
education from the University of Min-
nesota and a master's degree in public
administration from Harvard university
He served with the U S Marine (’nr;.)e
from September of 1943 to Mav of 1946
He lives in Severna Park. Md.



Stress Soil
Stewardship

Soll Stewardship Week, being
observed natlonwide from May
27 through June 3, points out
Man's place in Creation as a
steward of soll, water and other
natural resources, according to
soll district chalrman Rex Troute
of Burlington.

“The theme this year, CHANG~
ING CHALLENGES is particular-
ly timely as both rural and urban
land users have battled weather
and natural disasters to perform
their work,”” Troute proclaimed.
“The damages to the land be-
cause of poor stewardship of the
soll are really evident now.”

Millions of tons of silt from
farm fields and urban excavations
have moved into our streams.
Man is finding repalr and re-
building of land far more costly
than protection would have been.
Troute points to the many good
soll stewards in rural Des Molnes
County who have protected thelr
soll resource with soll conser-
ving practices, ‘‘These people

can point with pride to grassed
waterways that have trapped the
silt runoff from recent rains or
to terraces that have kept the
silt from moving to waterways,”’
he sald.

“My own farm, and others like
it, suffered a lot of erosion,”’
Troute stated, ‘‘But my silt is
still on my farm - not some-
where between here and the Mis-
sissippi delta.”

The conservationist went on to
point out fields he has seen that
will require major earth level-
ling projects before they can be
farmed again, ‘A look around
should make a bellever of any-
one who has not yet become a
good soll steward,”’ he contin-
ued.

“And city dwellers suffer as
well from poor land use,”’ Troute
went on, *“Mud slides and gully
problems, streets covered with
sediment and basements filled
with muddy water are signs of
stewardship neglect.”

During Soll Stewardship Week,
a time for “Changing Challen-
ges', everyone has a chance to
review his place In the world,
He has an opportunity to re-
dedicate himself to take better

care of that part of the environ-
|

ment he occuples.

“we are only placed here on !

Earth for a few years totend a
bit of land provided by the Crea-
tor,” Troute concludes, ‘‘Our
constant challenge is lo make
the best of it without abusing
s

Terraced Land
Halts Erosion

At last, erosion control work is
progressing in Des Moines
County after nearly eight
months of wet weather

West of Danville, Henry
Dockendorff is completing a
project planned for last autumn
as his new tile outlet terraces
take shape out of the muddy
soils. These new terraces protect
about forty acres of intensively
cropped land, and Dockendorff’s
only regret is the loss of soil
from the field while waiting on
the weather

Providing tile outlets for the
terraces meant installing a
complete new drainage system
across the farm. A twelve inch
main extends across the corner
of the Cady farm pasture just
south of Henry's place and

provides for additional tile
drainage for both farms.

At the upper end of the
watershed, the tile main gives
Henry's brother Alvin (Jim)
Dockendorff a better outlet for
tiling his level, wet fields. In all,
about 100 acres have been im-
proved by the project, a ditch
has been eliminated and a
pasture has been improved

Also in the Danville area, a
good deal of terracing repair has
gone on. Newly completed
terraces, such as those on the
Robert Dodds farm, took the
worst beating. But even these
required only minor repairs to
make them ready to crop.

Carl Shumaker discovered
that his older terraces, designed
for two inches of runoff from a
rain, were not quite up to holding
six and eight inch rainfalls.
However, his newer terraces
weathered the storm well

John Seymour is completing a
small terrace as part of a mutual
erosion control system with Bob
Dodds and Roy Wagner. The
new tile line across the
Wagner farm carried much of
the runoff water from the
terraced land that would have
deposited tons of silt, had the
terraces not been there.

These projects are all a part of
the erosion control effort to
protect Geode Lake from further
sedimentation. They probably
saved a thousand tons of soil
from heading to the lake this
spring

In general, conservation
technicians are pointing to tile
autlet terraces as having saved
many severe erosion situations
this year. District con-
servationist Ralph Dewey points
aut that a lot of minor damage
was sustained across the county
as terraces overtopped. But in
most cases, farmers were able
to repair breakthroughs with
their own loaders and put the
fields back in shape. A look
around at non-terraced slopes
convinced them of the soil
saving value of terraces.

In spite of the dropping of the
federal cost sharing program for
erosion control practices, the
local soil conservation service
office has had a steady demand
for layout of erosion control
practices. Even at full cost to
themselves, many farmers are
feeling it is worth the expense of
protecting the land.

Soil Conservation District
chairman Rex Troute assures
that, *‘We are still very much in
business to help the public with
conservation and land use
problems."
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Winner Of Speech Contest

Keith Hemphill, a senlor at Med- soll

Do

Hemphill is winner |

MEDIAPOLIS — Keith Hemphill, a
senior at Mediapolis High school, was de-
clared winner of the 1973 Soil Con-
servation speech contest co-sponsored by
the Des Moines County Soil Conservation
District and Grinnell Mutual Reinsu-
rance Co

Hemphill presented his talk entitled
‘Long Range Community Benefits from
Proper Land Management’ before the

soil district commissioners last week
Commissioners were impressed with the
soundness of the reasoning Hemphill

presented in his case for proper land use
Hemphill has won previous awards in
FFA speech contests and is active in
many high school activities. He is the son
of Mr. and Mrs, George Hemphill who
live in the Latty community, Burlington
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RALPH E. DEWEY, district con-
servationist for the Soil Conservation
Service in Burlington, has received a cer-
tificate of merit from the service for the
exceptional manner in which he carried
out his responsibilities

27—-73
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district

commissioners

{apolis High School was declared
win { the 1973 Soll Conser-
vation Speech Contest co-spon-
sored by the Des Molnes County
Soil Conservation District and
Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance
Company.

The youthful student presented
his talk entitled *Long Range
Community Benefits from Proper
Land Management’” before the

Mo pds Jterr Ena

Wednesday evening. Commis-
sioners were impressed 'with the

soundness of the reasoning
Hemphill presented In his case
for proper land use.

Hemphill has won previous a-
wards in FFA speech contests
and is active in many highschool
activitles. He Is tbe son of Mr.
and Mrs. George Hemphill who
Uve In the Latty community.
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Ralph E. Dewey, (at left in
plcture), District Conservation-
ist for the Soll Conservation Ser-
vice at Burlington has been a-
warded a certificate of Merit
by his supervisor, John J. Eckes

ist in the Burlington field office.
This office providestechnical as-
sistance to all landowners and
units of government in Des
Moines County through the soil
conservation district.

of Falrfield. This award is pre- The conservation staff in the
sented to SCS employees who Burlington office includes Win-
carry out their job responsibjl- ston C. Coboper, soil con-
itles In an exceptional manner, servationist; Oren F. Champ,
Since July of 1969, Dewey has soll conservation technician and

served as district conservation- Mrs. Dorothy Davis, State clerk.

7

Udiapead ) Tllcur f'i-\,(», c 20~ 7%

e

Ralph Dewey, 518 Ruthella,
area conservationist, was
honored at a ceremony held at
Camp L-Kee-Ta when the new
nature trail was named ‘‘The
Dewey Nature Trail.”” Mr.
Dewey helped train the camp
staff in nature awareness. A sign
with his name will hang near the
entrance to the trail which he
helped to lay out
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f RALPH E. DEWEY, righ, disric Conservation
conserytionist for. the Soil Con. scholarships

servation Service, receives a certifi-

cate ol merit from his supervisor, imcividual. scholarships have been

lohn I. Eckes of Fairfield. The award,

presented at a meeting earlier this

awarded by soil conservation districts of
Carroll, Henry, Lee, Hamilton, and Hen
derson counties, the Des Moines Izaak
Walton League and the lowa chapter of
the Soil Conservation Society of America

Contributions helping to finance the
session have been received from: Envi
ronmental and Pollution Control council
Burlington High School Ecology club
Long Creek Conservation club, Bur
lington Kiwanis club, and soil con-

month, is given to S(S n-mphnnw who
carry out their job responsibilities in
“an exceptional manner.” Since July
ol 1969, “r\w} has served as uu{-
. servationist in the Burlington field
office. His office staff includes Win-
1 ston (.
| Oren F.

( Oope p M M
per, soil conservationist; servation districts of Muscatine, Louisa

( hAnnp‘ soil conservation Des Moines and Appanoose counties

| technician, and Mrs. Dorothy Dayis
| state clerk. ’
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Cost-sharing funds for conservation
practices have been allocated to lowa
counties, but amounts are small com
pared with the REAP benefits conferred
In past years

The State Soil Conservation Depart
ment has provided nearly $1.5 million, to
be used to finance permanent soil con
servation practices on a 50-50 cost-shar-
ing basis. The allocations range from
$7,000 to $24,000 for each county soil con
servation district.

Guess where Des Moines county ranks
That's right, $7,000 worth. Rex Troute,
chairman of the district, said this county
is small in area and this accounts for the
low figure

Troute said the county committee now
can accept requests from district coopera-
tors for funds for practices such as ter-
races, waterways, diversions, erosion con-
trol dams, and tree plantings, among
others. Room 218 of the Federal Building
is the place to check for details

Lee county gets $11,100, Louisa $7,000
Henry $10,900, Jefferson, $11,5600, Van
Buren $11,100 and Washington, $15,100

Troute said the district is particularly
interested in establishing erosion control

in the watersheds above Geode Lake and
the proposed Franklin Township Lake
However, use of the-cost-share money
won t t)L‘ r('&lru‘!ui to !h(’\( areas

When the 1971 Iowa Legislature passed
the conservancy district law, the first in
the nation, legislators were counting on
federal funds to help underwrite the pro
gram

lowa was supposed to get 85.5 mil

Named Area
Conservationist

Eldon C. Weber of Mason City
has been promoted to the area
conservationist position with the
U.S. Soil.Conservation Service at
Fairfield; State Conservationist
Wilson T. Moon has announced.

Weber will direct activities of
a 17 county area in southeast
Iowa including Des Moines, Hen~
ry, Lee, Louisa and Van Buren.
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lion under the Rural Environmental
issistance Program, but last Decem-
ber President

REAP funds

Nixon tmpounded

A farm owner, under the conservancy
law, can be required to install permanent
soil and water conservation practices if a
complaint is filed and soil loss exceeds
specified limits

The hooker is that funds totaling 75 per
cent of the costs must be available before
the farmer has to install the necessary
practices. And only $75,000 has been set
aside by the legislature for the 75 per cent
program. An additional $90,000 has been
earmarked for working with the State
Conservation Commission to help pre-
vent soil erosion around lowa lakes

Meanwhile, both houses of Congress
are considering versions of a federal land
use policy bill which would provide funds
principally to those states that aren’t
pushing conversation policies like Iowa's.
A compromise bill is expected to be
passed this fall

So there may be a successor to REAP
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Camp L-Kee-Ta
Thank You
Dinner Held

A progressive dinner was held
at Camp L-Kee-Ta to show ap-
preciation to the many neighbors
and volunteer helpers for this
camping season, The girls them=-
selves prepared and served the
entire meal, Invited guests and
their families had all given en-
couragement and support to the
camp staff and camping program.

Following the dinner, a cere-
mony was held naming the new
Nature Trafl at L-Kee-Ta ‘‘The
Dewey Nature Trail’”’. Mr. Ralph
Dewey, area Conservationist,
helped train the camp staff in
Nature Awareness. He stressed
the discovery and use of various
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First-ever pact links

city, SCS in

The city of Burlington and the Soil Con-
servation Service signed an agreement
Wednesday night to cooperate in saving soil
and establishing proper land use plans

“We are a public agency that has been
serving just a segment of our population —
principally farmers — and this doesn’t make
sense when there are other citizens and public
bodies that need our service,” said Ralph De-
wey, district conservationist

Rex Troute, chairman of the Des Moines
county soil conservation district, said; “It may
be blowing our own horn, but I feel we do have
valuable information for you.”

Mayor Wayne Hogberg, signing for the city,
agreed. "We should have taken advantage of
your information much sooner. I feel it's a
commitment we should have made long ago.
You have a valuable asset we should use."”

John Johnson, city comprehensive planner,
said: “We hope to minimize the effects of ero-
sion, especially on roads and construction
sites, and get the help of the SCS office on long
range land use planning.”

The SCS once was prohibited from making
mutual assistance pacts with local govern-
ments, but that stance has changed com-
pletely in recent years, The accord with the
city is one of the first between an SCS office
and an lowa community.

Something learned

Mayor Wayne Hogberg was a little late ar-
riving at the Soil Conservation Service office in
the federal building Wednesday night. He was
there to sign an agreement between the city
and the county committee on resource con-
servation inside the city limits

“The door was locked and 1 had to go
through the back of the post office to get up
here,” said the mayor. He wasn't aware that
the north front entrance off Main street is kept
open at night to provide access to offices above
the post office

The mayor is a letter carrier, but he works
the day shift

Shot in the lip

DES MOINES — Former Keosauqua resi-

dent Stanley Barker, 43, suffered a lip wound
when he was shot during an attempted holdup
in a garage at his Des Moines home about 8
p.m. Tuesday

Des Moines police said Barker was accosted
by two armed men in the garage, who de
manded money. When Barker leaned over to
pick up a package, one of the men shot him
and then the pair fled

;LLM;‘L% 10-3-73

land use

The district agreed to provide technical and
clerical help in preparation of soil and water
resource plans, to interpret soil surveys and
point out prospective soil and water problems
that may result from proposed land use
changes

The city pledged sound land use manage-
ment, to refer development plans to the dis-
trict and adopt district recommendations that
are acceptable to the city council and plan
commission

After the signing William Vierling of the
conservation committee asked Hogberg about
the city's position on zoning as far as two miles
from the city, a prerogative of Burlington un-
der the law

*‘We are doing nothing in this respect,' Hog-
berg stated. “We prefer that the county take
care of that problem."

Johnson added that his office is looking at
current land usage as it affects the city and
checking with the county on what it plans to
do regarding individual cases within the two-
mile limit
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FFA Soil Judge

Conservation
post filled

DES MOINES Eldon . Weber of
Mason City has been promoted to the
area conservationist position with the
[1.S. Soil Conservation Service at Fair
field, State Conservationist Wilson T
Moon announced

Weber will direct activities of a
17-county area in southeast lowa, in
cluding Des Moines, Henry, Lee, Louisa
ind Van Buren

Weber began his career in SCS as a soil
onservationist in LeMars in 1957 follow
ing his degree in agricultural education
from lowa State university, After two
vears of military service he transferred to
Sioux City where he worked on watershed
projects in the Little Sioux River Basin
He also served as Woodbury district con
servationist. In 1969 he was promoted to
Mason City r 15

counties in northeast lowa, He received

A8 area conservationist

an outstanding performance award from
SCS last vear

Weber succeeds John Eckes. former
onist from Fairfield. whe
s attending a graduate study program of
the SCS at the University of Montana

1Irea conservi

Eckes has served nearly five years in that

position

Nk € 7573

“{ P R P

Are

District Champions

The four members of the champ-
fon Medlapolis FFA soll judging
team are from left: Rick Todd,
Jon Luttenegger, Kirk Siegle and

Kelly Baker. The team was In
competition with eight other
Southeast lowa schools. Ranking
in the top ten individuals and
recelving plaque were Kelly
Baker 1st, Kirk Siegle 2nd, and
Rick Todd, 4th.

Diverted Acres
May Bring
Big Soil Loss

Soil district chalrman Rex
Troute of Burlington announces
that as much as 16,000 tons of
soil may be washed away from
Des Moines county croplant in
1974 because of the release of
diverted acres from the feed
grain program.

“If these acres continue to be
plowed in 1975, Troute stated,
“We can expect an added 38,000
tons of soil to be washed toward
the Mississippl."

In expression of concern over
the cropping of the acreage re-
serve program, district com-
s in heast lowa
have asked for an inventory of
planned use of this land. Soll
Conservation Service techniclans
Winston Cooper and Oren Champ
have reviewed many acres of the
county to estimate possible soil
losses.

“We find In our sampling that
about 62 percent of the sample
area will be plowed for row crops
next year,” Cooper explained.
«* Assuming soll losses from nor-
mal cropping practices, a little
more than 2,000 newly plowed
acres will lose 5.3 tons per acre
im 1974, and 15.9 tons per acre
in 1975."

Conservationist are aware that
demands for Increased pro-
duction are tempting farmers to
plow up every square inch of
land, and they are greatly con-
cerned.

“Much of the land that has been
diverted s erosive and less pro-
ductive than the acres already
under cultivation," according to
district conservationist Ralph
Dewey of Burlington. ‘‘Inthe face
of shortages in fertilizer and
farm gasoline, it hardly seems
wise to try to crop any but the
best acres this year.,”

Some of the diverted land is
already fall plowed, a practice
calculated to bring about the
most erosion. The local soll con~
servation office suggests the use
of conservation tillage to pro-
tect these erosive acres to try
to reduce soll losses.

Soll conservationist Cooper
points out that minimum tillage
practices can reduce losses as
much as 80 percent. "It costs
two dollars a ton to remove silt
from the river,” Cooper con-
cludes. */Can the taxes from a
little additional crop pay such a
bil?"
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More cropping threatens erosion

Soil district chairman Rex Troute of Bur-

lington eatirmutes thstos moch: asy 6000 tons 3R, 000 tons. :\Y s0il to be washed toward the erosive and ("‘7 productive than the acres al office suggests the use of conservatian tillage
of soil may be washed away from Des Moines DAISSIRRI At e, S e culty ation, - sceording todisfrict protect these erasive acres to try to reduce soil
county cropland,in 1974 because of the release In expression of concern over the cropping of f"l’n‘l‘n'*i'~l*'!:~' Ralph Dewey of Burlington losses '
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e servation Service technicians Winston Cooper Some of the dive i land is already fall to remove silt from the river,” Cooper ¢
ind Oren Champ have reviewed many acres of plowed, a practice calc ed to bring about ludes. *Can the taxes from a little additional
the county to estimate possible soil losses. The the most erosion. The soil conservatior crop pav such a hill?*
review looks ahead to Soil and Water Con
ervation Week Oct. 7-14

We find in our sampling that about 62 per _)/4‘_.4‘:_ 51 s & /¢ —3 - 7
cent of the sample area will be plowed for row X
crops next year," Cooper explained. ““Assum
il losses from normal cropping practices,
more than 3,000 newly plowed acres
.3 tc

per acrein 1974, and 15.9 tons

peracre in 19

Conservationists are aware that de
mands for increased production are
tempting farmers to plow up every square
inch of land, and they are greatly con
cerned

Mich of the land that hae been diverted is

Local ‘UFO’: Deer, lightning or mower?

T'wo naturalists who examined circular spots
in & triangle pattern in a clearing in Mud
Creek Recreational area about six miles south
of New London found nothing unnatural about
them Saturday

An area resident had told four tourists last
week that the spots were unexplained and hin-
ted they might have been made by Uniden-
tified Flying Objects,

Most likely reason for the bare spots, saya
Ralph Dewey, district conservationist with
the Soil Conservation Service of the U.S. Dept
of Agriculture, is that thin topsoil in the clear-
ing eroded from the sloping surface, exposing
infertile subsoil

Erosion could have occurred, added Sher-
man Lundy, biology teacher and geologist, af-
ter & deer circled about, packing down plants
which normally hold the soil. “That circular
pattern of packed grass allowed the rain to
wash away the topsoil,” Lundy said

Lundy pointed out there were hoofprints on
the periphery of the bare areas

Lespediza in the circles is a plant used for
conservation and forage, Dewey observed, with
a shallow root system that allows it to take

hold in poor soil. White grass growing in some ,

of the areas, Dewey added, is a common “po
verty" grass

Another natural occurrence which could ex
plain the spots, Dewey said, is lightning
Lightning, which recently struck his house, he
said, “‘does some funny things,” and could
have burned off the grass and caused the ero-
sion

‘“Are there any other possible ex-

planations?" the two were asked

*They might be places where the mower

turned around,” Lundy said

;l,/e.w«c‘é-.yv 10 -14~73

Soil judging set
for FFA groups

The annual southeast lowa FFA soils judg-
ing contest will be held at 1 p.m. Thursday in
Des Moines county at a site to be announced
when the vocational agriculture students are
on the way.

Ralph Dewey, district conservationist, had
arranged the “diggings” a week ago, but the
contest was delayed because of wet grounds
FFA chapters from Des Moines, Lee, Louisa,
Henry and Van Buren counties will take part
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Soil Loss Warnings

Soil district chairman Rex
Troute of Burlington announces
that as much as 16,000 tons of soil
may be washed away from Des
Moines County cropland in 1974
because of the release of
diverted acres from the feed
grain program.

““If these acres continue to be
plowed in 1975," Troute stated,
“We can expect an added 38,000
tons of soil to be washed toward
the Mississippi."”

In expression of concern over
the cropping of the acreage
reserve program, district
commissioners in southeast
lowa have asked for an in-
ventory of planned use of this
land. Soil Conservation Service
technicians Winston Cooper and
Oren Champ have reviewed
many areas of the county to
estimate possible soil losses.

“We find in our sampling that
about 62 percent of the sample
area will be plowed for row
crops next year,” Cooper ex-
plained. ‘‘Assuming soil losses
from normal cropping practices,
a little more than 3000 newly
plowed acres will lose 5.3 tons
per acre in 1974 and 15.9 tons per
acre. in 1975."
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Conservationists are aware
that demands for increased
production are tempting far-
mers to plow up every square
inch of land, and they are
greatly concerned.

“Much of the land that has
been diverted is erosive and less
productive than the acres
already under cultivation,”
according to district con-
servationist Ralph Dewey of
Burlington. “In the face of
shortages in fertilizer and farm
gasoline, it hardly seems wise to
try to crop any but the best acres
this year."”

Some of the diverted land is
already fall plowed, a practice
calculated to bring about the
most erosion. The local soil
conservaion office suggests the
use of conservation tillage to
protect these erosive acres to try
to reduce soil losses.

Soil conservationist Cooper
points out that minimum tillage
practices can reduce losses as
much as 80 percent. ‘It costs
two dollars a ton to remove silt
from the river,” Cooper con-
cludes. ‘‘Can the taxes from a
little additienal crop pay.such a
bill?”
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Danville City Council

Danville, iowa

Sept. 4, 1973

Mayor Berry presided at! the
regular meeting with all councilmen !
present.

Minutes were read and approved,
also clerk’s and freasurer’s reports
accepted by motion by Frazer,
seconded by Beckman.

Terry Loeschen, lawyer present, fo
give opinions on several town
problems.

1. proposed development an
nexation

2. 3 copies of petition for necessity
of crossing gates to Burlington and
Northern Railway, signed by Mayor,
clerk and councilman

3. Opinion given on weed nuisances
also.

Ralph Dewey of Soil conservation
Agency present, stating the tyoes of
assistance available to us. Films and
recording shown by him were
examples of these projects. Letter
was mailed to them requesting their
services on our surface water and
drainage of North and West sections
of land, problems. Our copy of
““Memorandum of understanding’’,
given to us.

Budget was presented for hearing.

) There were no written or oral ob-

jections. A motion by Frazer,

seconded by Beckman to adopt said

budget resulted in a roll call vote of

all ayes by council. The budget was
declared adopted.

The following bills were allowed by
vofe by Mumme, seconded by
Frazer. Motion carried.

Salaries

August 26801.83
Treasurer of lowa

Sales Tax-July 358.38
Danville Telephone

Service 105.33
Dan Sylvester

gas 2.00
Emmett Frazer

Mileage 44.00
Danville Recreation

Donation 300.00
Marvin Berry

Mayor fees 75.00
U.S. Postoffice

Postage 20.70
Des Moines Co. News

Publications 722
Ray Leitch and sons

Back-hoe work (. o1 156585,
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Greiner speaks Nov. 6

Dodds wins

soil award

Bob Dodds of Danville Rt. 1 said he was sur-
prised to be selectedas a regional winner in the
1973 lowa Soi

I'he

litch throug

Conservation Awards Program
d has a

h it but it's

fairly level. 1 debated
quite a lot hut they

onservatic fficials)

told me that in a very
few years the soil
would be down to
clay,” Dodds said

He was speaking of a
40-acre tract in the
Lake Geode watershed

that he purchased. Tile
inlet terraces and new Dodds
tiling were installed last year and additional

work h

be done last spring because of
damage from heavy rains

Dodds said that the soil loss'was more no
ticeable when the tiler went through. The
trench showed that the clay was near the sur
face in places

The farmer, a former state legislator who
helped draft soil saving laws, said he didn't see
that his project was so special but it survived
the judging for southeast Towa counties of Re
gion 9. His category is new cooperator

{ group tile system thay involved sev-
eral neighbors was improved for the mu-
tual benefit of all, according to Ralph De-
wey, district conservationist.

T'he corn planted in the terraced field looks
good, Dodds said. The ground was limed and
fertilized before planting

I'he program of recognition for soil savers is
directed by Wilson T. Moon, state con
servationinst for the Soil Conservation Service,
and William H. Greiner, director of the lowa
Department of Soil Conservation. The Des
Muoines Register is one of the principal spon
s0T8

Regional winners will be judged for sweep
stakes awards and these nine will compete for
the top state award, a plaque. Regional and
sweepstakes winners will be cited at banquets
this fall in the home counties of the sweep

stakes winners

L. Macp Cope- 10-3-73

at soil awards meal

FFA Hosts Soil
Judging Contest

Thursday, October 11 the Des
Motines County Conservation Ser-
vice and the Medliapolls sopho-
more vocational agriculture
class were hosts for the F.F.A,
soil Jjudging contest. Out of the
seven other teams involved,
Wapello, Columbus Junction,
Winfield, Mt. Pleasant, Central
of Argyle, Harmony and Ft, Mad-
ison, our team of Kelly Baker,
Kirk Seigle, Jon Luttenegger and
Rick Todd won first place and
brought home the traveling
plaque. Second place team was
Harmony, which was 30 polnts
behind our team.,

The way that the contest is run
is that each member of eachteam
goes to each of the three sites
which is a hole dug in the ground
about 4 feet deep. They have a
card on' which they mark down
the decisfon on the sofls, After
each site has been judged the
cards are taken to the scorers
who score the cards accordingly.
Also a test is taken over sofl
judging. While the scores were
being tabulated Ralph Dewey dis-
cussed with the teams the con-
servation practices that were
golng on. Refreshments were
served by the sophomores of
Mediapolis,

The three high scoring {n-
dividuals are also given aplaque,
Kelly Baker received first place
and Kirk Selgle won second by a
flip of the coin, He was tled
with a boy from Argyle,

Mr. Dewey also came out to the
school about three weeks agoand
talked to the sophomore class
about the profiles and solls of
lowa. He tried to clear up any
questions about the sofl the class
had.

Rick Todd, reporter
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William H. Greiner, director of the
lowa Department of Soil Con-
servation, will be the principal speaker
at the 1973 Soil Conservation Achieve
ment awards banquet to be held at
6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 6 at the Me-
diapolis United Methodist church

Greiner will discuss “Land Use Pol
icy and Planning."”

Headliner among the award
recipients will be Bob Dodds of Dan-
ville Rt. 1, a regional winner in the
1973 Iowa Soil Conservation Awards
Program. Dodds wasn’t present at the
regional awards program held last
week in connection with Salute to Ag

riculture activities at Keosauqua. He
was cited in the “'new cooperator” cat-
egory s
Other winners in the county com-
petition to be recognized are ‘Henry
Dockendortf, Danville, in the owner-
operator class, and Robert T. Rehinke,
West Liberty, owner, and Keith
Thomas, Mediapolis, operator, the lat-
ter two in the landlord-tenant divi-
sion

Ralph. Dewey, district:con-
servatjonist, said several farmers who
have done considerable conservation
work, but who didn't place in com-
petition, also will be recognized.

/Butz Urges \
Conservation

Agriculture Secretary Earl L.
Butz has amended his request to
farmers for more 1974
production by pleading with
them to use sound conservation
on acres they will be putting
back under the plow.

“First of all, good soil con-
serving practices in themselves
will help increase production per
acre,” the secretary said. *“‘Our
farmers are the foremost
guardians of our soil resource
and have a responsibility to use
the land wisely and to keep it
productive for future
generations. With the great
progress in 35 years of con-
servation farming, we need
careful planning to increase
production without stepping
backwards.”

Butz asked the Soil Con-
servation Service and soil
conservation districts to give
“first priority” to helping far-
mers with conservation plans.

‘‘Proven conservation
practices such as contour far-
ming, terracing and minimum
tillage are vital to protect our
land from further erosion,” Butz
said.

At the local level, Des Moines
County Soil Conservation
District chairman Rex Troute of
Burlington stressed that over
sixty percent of last years
diverted acres are planned for
crop production in 1974.

“This may mean as much soil
loss as 16,000 tons from Des
Moines County alone,” 'Troute
claimed, ““Unless we take im-
mediate steps' to control the
newly plowed areas.”

“Cost sharing assistance is
available to farmers who plan
effective conservation project-
s,” Troute stressed. ‘‘Both state
and federal moni  will be
available, but 2liminary
planning will be nceded to be
sure cost shares /re justified "

“Early contact with our
district office at the Federal
Bldg.. in Burlington will help
as~ure the help our farmers
ne«d,” Troute concluded. ‘‘We
certainly want to do all we can to
prevent another possible dust
bowl from happening.”

Lo oeres Co. News)
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Teachers get education
and dose of fresh air

By BOB SOG ARD

Ever been to Luckenbill Woods, Hunt
Woods, the U.S. Gypsum Co. mine or
Starr’s Cave?

Neither had most of the teachers in the
lowa Teachers Conservation Camp, in
cluding the group of 16 that comes from
Burlington — until last week.

There are 33 teachers taking part in the
3-week biology course offered by the Uni-
versity of Northern lowa extension sery-
ice. The three-credit course emphasizes
field experience with southeast lowa nat-
ural resources, as well as techniques and
methods of environmental conservation
teaching and curriculum development.

They have studied trees and other
plants, birds, insects, rocks, fossils, soils,
streams, creeks and rivers in classroom
and labs, but especially in the field

Geologists, soil scientists, con-
servationists, factory and mine managers
were among the specialists who contrib-
uted to the concentrated course the first
week. Their input was coordinated and

ild R. Vinson, BHS che
Volkmann, West Burlingt
Liddle teaches second grade at Flint Hills, Mrs
Mahoney has ninth grade physical science at Apollo

expanded by the staff which includes
Bernard (Ben) L. Clausen, camp director
and UNI biology instructor; David V.
McCalley, assistant professor of biology
at UNI and bus driver for the group, and
Duane Toomsen, environmental educa-
tion consultant for the lowa Department
of Public Instruction

Toomsen is a former Burlingtonian. He
taught science at Oak Street school. One
of his students was Nancy Marr, now en-
rolled in this summer class, who is fifth
grade teacher at Jackson school in Ft
Madison

Headquarters is Burlington high school
where the entire science department has
been turned over to the class. “They have
treated us wonderfully here and we're
most appreciative,” Clausen said

I'he week started, after the class organ-
ized, with an introductory ecology field
trip to a forest community in which Clar-
ence Schneider took part. Schneider is
former superintendent of Crapo park and
arboretum

Frederic Leopold, Burlington natural-

Those enrolled:
lohn C. Black, Monticello; Jim Gabriel, Letts,

Mrs. Emma Lou Grau, Coon Rapids; Mrs. Eleanor
Greiner, Webster City; Patrick Hazell, North Eng

h: Elsje Asby, Olds; Marjorie Jordan, Middletown

Mrs. Andra Kongable, Winfield: Julie Larson, Coun
cil Bluffs; Mrs. Helen Liddle. Wever. Nancy Marr

Madison; Gloria Niehaus, Sperry: Mrs, Louis

Oberman, Yarmouth; Mrs.” Betty Mahoney, Mt
Pleasant; Mrs. Shirley Randall. Biggsville, Il ; Rick
ard Stout, Anamosa, Mrs. Pauline Thayer, Mt
Pleasant, and Joyce Ward, Fairfield

Those from Burlington and schools

here

Mrs. Susan Baldwin, Perkins third grade; Kath

erine Braun, St. John third grade; Dennis Cleland
art teacher at Horace Mann and Osk Street; Mrs
Mary CUrane, Corse second grade; Mrs. Annabelle
Dahlsten, Apolio ninth grade biology; Mrs. Vicki Dil

1. Perkins fourth grade; Wallace W, Johnson, BHS

nath: Mrs. Helen Derrick, Apollo ninth grade s
ence: Mrs. Pat Mayle, Black Hawk kinde:
Mrs

ren

oan Rabe, Black Hawk first grade; Mrs. Be
Lundy. Corse second grade, Rosa L J
third grade; George V ard, BHS math; Don
and astonomy: Mark
1 science teacher. Mrs

-y\,; i (L-L’/LA TS = 7;’

ist, helped with Tuesday’s study and field
trip on the ecology of birds and plants

Assisting Wednesday and Thursday
were Fred Dorheim, fowa Geological Sur-
vey; John Highland, U.S. Soil Con-
servation Service; Ralph Dewey, SCS dis-
trict conservationist; Lonnie Miller, state
SCS; Charles Kiepe, area SCS soil scien-
tist, and James T. Settles, officer with
the Des Moines County Conservation
Board.

It was appropriate that they started an
all-day trip Thursday with a visit to the
gypsum mine, It was geologist Dorheim’s
survey of this area, Clausen said, which
resulted in development of the mine by
U.S, Gypsum Co

The group studied prairie and wood
land soils, then lunched at Chautauqua
park at Kossuth, where Settles reported
on existing and projected parks in the
county system.

The afternoon was spent in the bottoms
and uplands of the northeast part of the
county and concluded with the visit to
Starr's cave off Irish Ridge road just
north of Burlington. McCalley was with
the group fording Flint creek when he
spotted a fossil rock, rich in crinoids

The teachers said they are amazed at
the variety of plant and wildlife they have
identified. Inside a square-meter frame,
one group found more than a dozen types
of plants. One young teacher held up a
twig for help in identifying it and
McCalley said, .l believe it's poison ivy
Yes, by George, it is poison ivy.’

This week, there will be a visit to the
Lake Odessa area for a study of marsh
life, more park and nature trail study
natural resources and environment field
study and a look at water quality as re-
lated to conservation practices. Dewey
and Burlington officials will take the
group from the water source on a farm
through the city, including rural and ur
ban erosion control in their presentations

Next Friday and the concluding week
will find the camp participants deeply in-
volved in developing courses and plan
ning outdoor classrooms for their respec
tive schools

Clausen said the sessions recently con-
cluded on the UNI campus at Cedar Falls
had 26 participants. Of these, only five or
six said they would have gone to Spring
Brook state park this vear if the camp
had been held there as in the 24 previous

yvears

Sec. Butz Asks
Sound Soil

Conservation

Agriculture Secretary Earl L.
Butz has amended his request
to farmers for more 1974 pro-
duction by pleading with them to
use sound conservation on acres
they will be putting back under
the plow.

“First of all, good soll con-
serving practices in themselves
will help increase production per
acre,” the secretary sald. «*Our
farmers are the foremost guard-
fans of our soil resource and
have a responsibility to use the
land wisely and to keep it pro-
ductive for future generations,
With the great progress in 35
years of conservation farming,
we need careful planning to in-
crease production without step-
ping backwards,”

Butz asked the Soll Conservation
Service and sofl ccnservation
districts to give “first priority"”
to helping farmers with conser-
vation plans.

“‘Proven conservation practices
such as contour farming, ter-
racing and minimum tillage are
vital to protect our land from
further erosion,'” Butz said,

At the local level, Des Moines
County Soil Conservation District
chairman Rex Troute of Burling-
ton stressed that over 60 percent
of last years diverted acres are
planned for crop production in
1974,

“This may mean as much sofl

loss as 16,000 tons from Des
Moines County alone,” Troute
cialmed, “Unless we take {m-
mediate steps to control the new-
ly plowed areas.”

“Cost sharing assistance is
avallable to farmers who plan
effective conservationprojects,””
Troute stressed, ‘‘Both state and
federal monies will be avallable,
but preliminary planning will be
needed to be sure cost shares
are justififed.”

“Early contact with our district
office at the Federal Building in
Burlington will help assure the
help our farmers need,” Troute
concluded. “We certainly want to
do all we can to prevent another
possible dust bowl'from happen-
ing.”
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Conservation group getting first-hand knowledge



MEDIAPOLIS NEW ERA

SOIL CONSERVATION BANQUET HELD IN METHODIST CHURCH

The annual Des Moines County

Soll Conservation banquet was
held last Tuesday night in the
Mediapolis Methodist Church
with approximately 100 (n at-
tendance.

Bill Vierling acted as Master of
Ceremonies and introduced the
Chairman, Rex Troute, who sald
a few words about soll conser-
vation. Ralph Dewey was intro-
duced and he introduced the of-
fice staff. Introductions con-
tinued with Commissioners,
Bankers, and others,

Winners were announced as fol-
lows:

New Cooperators - Bob Dodds
who was also the Regional Win-
ner. Dodds won for his work on
a tract of 40 acres at the head
of the Geode Lake watershed that
he recently acquired,

Dodds had a set of parallel
tile terraces installed along with
a mutual tile drain affecting four
farms. Neighbors above Dodds
have connected to the new tile
system 2nd one has installed a
fenceline terrace controlling
runoff above the Dodds farm.

Owner-operator - Henry Dock-
endorff. Dockendorff farms inthe
same area as Dodds' newly Im-
proved land, Dockendor{f has in-

stalled tile outlet terraces pro~

viding maximum erosion control
on 100 acres and has flve acres
of waterways, with two more
being built to control anold gully.

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Dodds received the new cooperators regional
award and county award from Chairman Rex Troute at the annual
Des Moines County Soil Conservation banquet last Tuesday night.

RS

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Dockendorff received owner-operator award
from Ray Pilling at the Dss Moines County Soil Conservation

banquet last Tuesday night.

There are three farm ponds
and four erosion conirol dams and
Dockendorff recently planted a
new windbreak north of his build-
ing.

Landlord-tenant - Bob Rehmke,
owner; Keith Thomas, operator.
The Rehmke farm is known as
the Mehmken place, Rehmke, who
is now a West Liberty
banker, bullt a tile outletdivision
around his feedlot, draining it
into a settling pond where wastes
are reduzed ‘o a minimum before
any can flow into the waterway.
Pastures are being renovated on
a planned basis and wooded areas
provide for abundant wildlife.

Other cooperators were In-
troudced by Troute: Kenneth We-
hage, Mediapolls; Dr. Carl Hulea,
Burlington; Donald r‘lson, Dan-
ville; Grover Willson, Morning
Sun; Joe Beckman, Sperry; Ver-

ner Amenell, Mediapolis and Vir-
gil Massner, Madiapolis.

Entertainment was furnished by
Rev. Ralph Schenck.

Spaaker of the eveninz was Wii-
1iam H. Greiner, Director of the
Jowa Department of Soil Con-
servation.

Among other facts and statistics
concerning land use, Greiner said
that a land use policy for the
entire state of lowa would event-
ually be written and passed
joto law. There will be many
problems before it will be com-
pleted since 86 or 97 percent of
the land In lowa is privately
owned.

Gréiner warned that legislation
{n this direction will be coming
very soon and urged everyon2 to
keep themsélves well informed
on the subject.

Receiving: the landlord-tenant operator award presented by Ray Mr. and Mrs. Bob Rehmke received the landlord-tenant owner

Pilling was Mrs. Keith Thomas for her husband who was unable
to attend the Des Moines County Soil Conservation banquet last
Tuesday night.

award from Ray Pilling last Tuesday night at the Des Molnes
County Soil Conservation banquet.
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WINNERS AND WIVES. Soil cpnservation award winners recognized at the

1

annual Des Moines county banquet included, from left, Mr._and Mrs. Henry Dock-
endorff. Danville; Mr. and Mrs. Robert Dodds, Danville; Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Rehmke, West Liberty, and Mrs. Keith Thomas, Mediapolis.

Controversial issue
for future: Land use

By BOB SOGARD
Hawk Eye Farm Editor

MEDIAPOLIS — Changes in land
use that appear inevitable won't come
without compromise and controversy,
said William H. Greiner here Tuesday
night. He is director of the lowa De-
partment of Soil Conservation

Greiner was speaker at the annual
Soil Conservation Achievement
awards banquet held at the Mediap-
olis United Methodist church

He told the 93 persons present that
planning and controls for the nation’s
land are probably the most interesting
and controversial topics facing an in-
creasingly crowded country

“The founders of this country put
strong backing to private use of prop-
erty but many have been wasteful of
our resources and we are going to have
to husband them more carefully,” he
stated.

A major study made a decade ago
indicated that the United States pop
ulation would double by the end of the
century. While the actual rate of
growth has slowed, demands for re
sources haven't.

For instance, water and timber
needs were expected to double in
about 35 years.

Greiner said far-reaching bills on a
national land use policy are pending in
both the US House and Senate, the
former featuring sanctions on funds
which would be used against recalci-
trant states. The 5-year program would
provide nearly $1 billion in planning
and administrative grants to states
that develop resource inventories and
land use plans.

Greiner stated that:local input will
be an important element of all state
plans. He also commented that he was
happy to see that Bob Dodds of Dan-
ville was a county and regional winner
in the soil-saving awards given Tues
day. “I've known Baob for a long time,
first in the (Iowa) House and then in
the Senate,” he said

Dodds was the new gooperative divi
sion winner for his work on a tract of
40 acres at the head of the Geode lake
watershed that he recently acquired

Dodds had a set of parallel tile ter-
races installed along with a mutual
tile drain affecting four farms. Neigh-
bors above Dodds haye connected to
the new tile system and one has in-
stalled a fenceline terrace controlling
runoff above the Dodds farm

Owner-operator class winner was
Henry Dockendorff, who farms in the
same area as Dodds’ newly improved
land. Dockendorff has installed tile
outlet terraces prn\'idmg. maximum
erosion control on 100 acres and has
five acres of waterways, with two more
being built to control an old gully.

There are three farm ponds and four
erosion control dams and Dockendorff
recently planted a new windbreak
north of his buildings.

The landlord-tenant awards went to
Bob-Rehmke, owner, and Keith
Thomas, operator, of a farm north of
Burlington, the old Mehmken place
Rehmke, now a West Liberty banker,
bought the 198-acre farm that featured
five ponds. Then he added another

He bui't a tile outlet division around
his feedlot, draining it into a settling
pond where wastes are reduced to a
minimum before any can flow into the
waterway. Pastures are being reno-
vated on a planned basis and wooded
areas provide for abundant wildlife.

In addition to the award winners,
these cooperators were cited by Rex
Troute, chairman of the district com-
missioners 3

Kenneth Wehage, Mediapolis; Dr.
Carl Hulen, Burlington; Donald Nel
son, Danville; Grover Willson, Morn-
ing Sun; Joe Beckman, Sperry; Verner
Amenell, Mediapolis, and Virgil Mas-
ner, Mediapolis

Entertainment for the banquet was
provided by Rev. Ralph Schenck, pas-
tor of the Mediapolis United Presby-
terian church, with guitar and vocal
music
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