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Sunda.J, April 21', 196_9 __ Soil Stewardship Week 

SCS Is Seeking 
Bal{er Successor 

The office of the Des Moines .-------:c7oN"'r::•::o::N-:-n::N:-G, 

County Sml Conservation Dis- 1Ht 1ssuts 

lticl has distributed 56 copies 
of the booklel, Confronting the, 

policy nor an accepted !ant 
elhic in the United States. Wr 
need both. Among the resource 
1ssues of our lime, the develop­
ment and use of a land pohcy 

I and a land ethic must be 
regarded as urgent." 

r, for the past! 

oi the Inspector General. 

Issues, to clergymen of all 
faiths in Burlington and the 

county. j' 

The booklet is designed to 
assist ministers in leading 
their congregations I n 
appropriate observance of the 
Soil Stewardship Week, May 
lt-18. 

rk unit conserva­
' the Soil Conserva­

rv•ce of Des Moines 
nty, has taken a position as 

temal auditor with the OUicel 

Baker, 38, will specialize in 
management inspection of 
U.S. Department of Agricul­
ture offices in si< midwest 
states, with headquarters at 
Chicago. They are Indiana, 
Minnesotc, Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Michigan and Kentucky. 

Chairman Harold Yohe com-
mented: u As we move toward 1 

, 

the 1970's, we continue to act, pronigale course falls far short I 
insofar as the land is con- of responsible stewardship." 
cerned as though we were 
livmg in the 1870's. Lack Policy, Ethic 

"The waste, present and Yohe added. "Today we have 
~respective, is appalling. Our neither an established land 

MAY 7 A native of Spirit Lake, Baker 
Is a 1958 graduate of Iowa State 
t:niversity. He has a B.S. 
degree in agriculture with a\ 
minor in agronomr. Baker 
came here in March of 1965 
from an SCS post at Williams-

John T. Baker THE PLOWI:\G is being done 
on the contour .,, the Roger 
Cling and Robert Crew farms 
east of Mediapolis on some slop­
ing fields. 

burg. He also had done . 
conservation work at Fairfield family plans to move to 
in Jefferson county. Hanover Park, a Chicago 

Baker and his wife, the suburb, on Friday. 
former Naomi Gunderson of The commissioners of the SCS 
Estherville, have a daughter, office here will meet Monday 
Robin Lee, 11, and John night to consider a successor 
Thomas Baker IV, 9. The . to Baker. 

To the north Melvin Nelson 
has not only done the plowmg 
on the contour but used terraces 
as guide lines for his plowing. 
'l'hc terraces are additional soil 
saving practices on quite 

6/!ol~~o i I S tewa rdsh; p Vi e _s'o_p·:g_;e;s_,· l. ~0 
Soil Stewardship Week, a nationwide ob,crv­

ance "hich places emphasis on man's obliga­
tion to God as stewards of the soil. water and 
other related resources, has been set for \.lay 
11-18 this year, according to Ervin J J Koos, 
Shelby, president. Iowa Association of So1l Con­
servation District Commissioners. 

This year's observance with the theme Con­
fronting the h~ucs, underscores the rcspon~i ­
bility that each citizen has in dealmg forthright­
ly with current issues involving ste"'ardsh•p of 
renewable natural resources. 

The lQQ_ Soil Conservation Districts of ~'a, 
and some 2.900 companion dbtricts through­
out the nation. arc sponsoring the e\ent for the 
15th consecutive year. 

Koo\ points out the neCC'-'it' for man to 
look be\ ond toda\" 's horizons \O that 
through jud~ment 3nd "ir..dom he will he 
able to adcquatel) fulfill hi" multipl~int: 
re{)J>On,ihilities a' r..tcnard\ of the 'oil, \\a• 
ter and related r~ources. 
Koos remmds us that "hen the fiN Soil C"n­

sc::nation Districts \\ere formed in the 19-Hr~. 
the principal objo.:tivc was to encourage L., m~ 
ers to appl) con..,cp.:ation measures \\ hich "'ould 
hold soil in place 

Toda~. he added. we are confronted with i~­
sue~ im ql c4 jn modern resource conscn atil'n 

including the planning and treatment of com­
plete watersheds as resource units. 

The job, in addition to conserving the oil, 
is to coordinate the management o( cropland, 
pasture and woodland in order to minimize the 
damage of Ooods and S<!diment; to improve the 
quality and regularity of water supplies for do­
mestic, industrial and recreational uses; and to 
provide for wildlife habitat. 

Koos further added, soil and "ater manage­
ment contributes to the rate ot national eco ... 
nomic gro"'th, stimulates the economy of local 
communiues and contributes basically to the 
development of both rural and urban areas. 

Today \\C are concerned with the competi­
tion for the use of land. Urban development, 
highwa) s dOd many other uses t.\ke more than 
a million acre of agricultural land out of pro­
duction in the United States each year. 

Land u-.e decisions Koos said, mm.t be made 
v. ith all resource informa'·nn available. Thl!~e 
decisions mu\l consider the entire physical. 
economic and social environment of the com .. 
munity 

As we progress from the 1960's to the 
1970's, \\C still look to the land as our chief 
source of [ood and fiber, but new dimensions 
must be added to our ste\\ardship r cponsib11i-

m;sSELL ELLERIIOfF and 
J hn L•tty have a JOint project 
u 1 erway on an adjoimng fence 
ltnc between their farms 
1outhcast of Sperry 

They ha'e cleared a hedge , 

fence row. At a point where 
the fence crossed a drainage 
way, perhaps some 20 feet deep. 
John is now building an earthen 
dam that will impound perhaps 
an acre of water with the 
surplus to go under the dam 
m on overflow p1pc. The fence 
between the two men '"II now 
be built on the top of the dam 
No trouble with a water gap 
and damage from heavy rains. 
A pipe is being mstalled so the 
h\Ostock can be watered below 
the dam. AI Heckenberg of New 
London is doing the earth 
moving. 

ART A:\ORIES whose [arm 
is southeast of ~tedi polis says 
he always plan to leave a little 
feed, oftrn som• gran sorgum. 
unhane te-d in a renee corner 
on the farm so that the deer 
may have some readily 
available feed, \\hen heavy 
\\ mter snows may make 
foraging e\en for a deer rather 
diU•cult. 

Evan and Helen Wilson report 
they have an excellent stand 
of pasture grasses on 32 acres 
that were seeded with an 
airplane a year ago. 

After filling and I.-cling some 
ditches they found mo<t of the 
pasture too steep to seed with 
a tractor and regular farm 
equ1pment. 

Robert Sherer wbo ruo< a 
air dusting and spra}ing 
service from his farm east 
of Mediapolis was willing to 
try the seeding from tbe air. 

Using some of the equ1pment 
used to spread dry fertilizer he 
sowed first the oats and orchard 
grass mixed together. The next 
lime over it was the birdsfoot 
trefoil and alfalfa. This mixture 
made a good start last season 
and is now thick, lush and 
green on the Wilson farm north 1 
of Mediapolis. 

LAWRENCE WHIPPLE, 
Mediapolis earth m o v i n g 
contractor, has been buildmg 
some terraces on the Clyde 
McElhinney farm south of 
Morning Sun. Some tiling and 
tile inlets have been installed 

, to drain surface water through 
the tile. 

.N\AY 7 



ederal SCS Pollution Fighter Is 
By BOB SOGARD 

There's something about the 
people of Washington, D.C. that 
agrees with a midwestern 
country boy like me. They are 
a different breed of cat than 
the usual big-city eastern dude. 

The answer to this situation 
Is simple when you get to know 
1ome of Ute Washington crowd. 
Likely as not they come from 
the midwest. In the agriculture 
department, for instance, it 
seems that every third or fourth 
man you meet graduated from 
Iowa State University. 

So it was with a comfortable 
feeling that I met Norman A. 
Berg in his of£ice in the big 
USDA comp1ex a couple weeks 
ago. He's not an Iowa State 
grad, but he surely knows the 
midwest, because that's where 
he hails from. He has an uncle, 
Paul 0. Berg, who is an ISU 
engineering graduate, now with 
a firm a(Ft. Wayne, Ind. 

In factt he calls Burlington 
"borne," although be hasn't 
lived here since be was six 
vears o!d, He has two aunts 
here, Mrs. Carl Scboell, 
Agency road, and Mrs. E.H. 
(Pete) Gerdom, 2 0 4 5 
Highland. 

Berg's mother. the Iormor 
Mary Rho Ieder, is 78 years old 
now and lives with his family. 
She was born in Burlington 
hospital ana so was his. eldest 

daughter, while the family was 
visiting in Burlington. :-low she 
is .\Irs. Susan .\!organ of 
Beltsville, Md 

In addition to Mrs. Morgan, 
the Bergs have three other 
daughters, Jane, 21, a nurse 
at the University of Delaware, 
Pamela, 18, in school at 
Lynchburg, Va., and Rebecca, 
14, at home. 

SCS Associate Administrator 
Berg, 51, just this year was 

named associate administrator 
of the Soil Conservation Service 
He has been with the SCS for 
26 years, with three years out 
for World War II service in 
the marmes. 

In his pre,ent position he has 
overall administrative authority 
on SCS operations. Over the 
past several years, he has 
served as agency liaison with 
Congress and also directed the 
Great PI a in s conservation 
program from 1960 to the 
middle of 1965, when he became 
deputy administrator for field 
service. 

"My specialty bas always 
been the Great Platns, west 
of the Mississippi and east 
of the Rockies, but naturally 
I know Iowa and the 
nei~hboring states best," he 
said. He was born here on 
Mar. 14, 1918, the son of Ail 
Frederick and Mary Rholeder 
Berg. They moved t o 
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Minnesota where be grew up 
on a farm. 

He graduated from the 
University of Minnesota in 1941, 
with a B.S. in science and 
agriculture, and married Ruth 
Askegaard of Morehead, Mmn. 
He taught v o c a t i o n a l 
agriculture at Floodwater, 
Minn., before going to Idaho 
as conservation aid with the 
SCS. Subsequently, he was work 
unit conservationist and area 
conservationist at Pocatello, 
before going into service. 

Degree from Harvard 
After his hitch in the marines, 

he went to South Dakota. In 
1956 he recei;·ed hts master's 
degree in public administration 
from Harvard University and 
for the next four years was 
assistant state conservationist 
for watersheds in South Dakota. 

He was appointed as assistant 
to the administrator of SCS in 
Washington in 1960 and in 1965 
became deputy administrator 
for field ~rvices. This year's 
promotion was his latest. 

He has written many articles 
for professional journals and 
has chaired or served on 
several conservation a n d 
natural resources task forces. 
Berg has received several 
commendations for excellence 
in performance of h i s 
responsibilities. He's a member 
of the faculty of the USDA 

Graduate School for 
Management and Supervision 

Some major problems of the 
SCS Include trying to save 
urban and s u b u r ba n 
development areas from the 
chaos of erosion and pollution 
by sedimentation, the SCS 
official said. 

•·we have w interest the 
major metropolitan areas in 
conservation problems, for 
instance, in opening up rural 
lands for development by 
mcrement, with engineering 
resources and advice on 
vegetative cover This calls for 
a plan and starts with soil 
survey information. 

"The best way is to open up 
and cover up quickly, and o!len 
to build debris basins to settle· 
out debris so it won't leave 
the land and wash down a 
gulley," he added. 

S•diment Worst Pollutant 
Berg points in one of his 

papers that sediment is the 
nation's number-one pollulan\, 
"A billion and a half cubic 
yards of sediment is deposited 
each yelr in our major 
reservolfs, reducing the nation's 
water supply capacity by 
enough to serve a city of 51', 
million people for a year " he 
noted. 

An example is at Burlingwn 's 
doorstep where the pool behind 
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Norman A. Berg 
the Keokuk dam becomes 
shallower each year. Another 
is the harbor at Cleveland, 
Ohio, which is dredged every 
year and each time about 
800,000 cubic yards of sediment 
is removed at a cost of more 
than 50 cents a cubic ~·ard. 

shining example in conserva­
tion work held up to other 
parts of the nation. Fully 
applied basic conservation 
plans cover nearly one-tenth 
of the state's 33.8 million 
acres. 

Getting back to his nath e 
slate, Berg said Iowa is the 

In fiscal 1968, there were 
89.664 cooperators enrolled and 
65,076 had basic plans covering 
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THE MEDIAPOLIS NE"' ERA 

Terrace Work 
Lawrence \1 hippie or Mediapolis puts the fini shing touch on a seeded backs lope terrace on Doctor 
Ronald Lofgrens farm tn Pleasant Grove Township. This is the so:cond year tn a row Dr. Lofgren 
has tn tal led terraces on his farm. He takes great pride tn trytng to conserve and improve his 
farm. Paul Heater, tenant, co-operate by helping ins tall and matntain these In stallations. Othe r 
soil con;ervlng practices aPPlied on the farm bes ides the terraces are: 2 ponds; 4 er osion con­
trol dam' and about 7 acres of grassed waterways. 

Employ ment Program 
The Burlington Offi ce of the Soil Conservation ~rvlce is taktng part in the 1969 Federal Summer 
Employment Program !or youths 16 thru21 years of age, who meet speclfi c economic restrictions. 
Edward \1 right, 18 years old, graduated from Parma School, Portagvll le, Mlssourl, May 18, 
1969. Ed worked hi way thru High School under the NYC Program doing janltor and matntenance 
work. Ill s mother, 2 s is ters and 3 brother s live at Parma, Missouri and one brother ln Burlington. 
He will be as. isting the Burlington Work Unit In surveying and eng'.neering work. 

sioner 

Edtt·ard n: right 

Works For SCS 
. The Burlm~ton ufl ce .or the . 'YC prosram, do1,,g jan1tor 

Soli Conservation Sen,,.e is and mamtenance work He took 
takmg part in the 1969 federal part in vocational agriculture 
ummc r employment program classes in school H1s mother 

lor youths 16 through 21 years, two sisters and three brotller~ 
who meet spec1f1c economic live at Parma and one brotlter 
restrictions. Sydney Gaines. in Burl ington . ' 

Edward \\right. 18, who Ed and his brother. Dave, 
graduated from Parma school came here to visit Sydney and 
at Portageville, lllo., last Ed was htred by the SCS 
month, i assisting the Bur· through the employm ent office. 
lington '\fOrk unit in surveying He has been working in the 
and engineering ~>ork. l1eld Wlth Harry Bryant, con· 

servation tecllnician, and will 
The youth worked his way be with the Burlington office ' 

through high ~~ool under the un til the end of September 

.\ttend Con enation 
For One )Jonth 

Linda Kester Burlin;;.on, and 
P •tty Wolfe, Sperry, students 
at Southeast Iowa college, are 
:orrently aUendmg lor one 
mootll tlle Iowa Teachers Con· 
""rration Camp at Springbrook~ 
State Park near Gutllrie Center 

Both gi rls are sponsored by 
the Longcreek Conservation 
club and ~>ill recei'e rollege 
credit for attending three. 
~>ee k camp. 

The camp is Sj)Or\sored ;ointly 
oy th• State Consenation 
CommlS.>lon, •· e Unn-e-rsity of 
. 'orthCM lo11a, and tlle State 
Department of P u b I c 
Instruction. 



Conservationist 
Retained Here 

Mooday mornil.g R a I ph Baker speci..lires in manage-, 
Dewey will take over as district mcnt of inspechoo of U 
conservationist with the Soil Department of Agriculture 

Ralph 

De11ey 

offices in six midwest sta 
with headquarters in Chicago. 

Dewey sees the wor~ o! the 
Soil Con s e r v a t i o n as 
migrating in the direction of 
Resource Conservation and 
Development of the entire 
community "itb a ~oal or 
total of environmental" 
development and planning. 

Conservation Service ol Desl ''W k .th f . 
Moines county. or 1\1 armers . m 

Dewey has held this position erosion control, he says, IS a 
In Sac City for the past 16 VItal part of the program and 
years and was previously al Will certainly not tie neglected 
Grecnfie'd as we move to give our •rv1ces 

John Baker, who was district to other land use~~ as \\ell." 
cons.·rvatiorust here for four He also sad, I am pleased 
years, has taken a position as 1 to know that land terracing in 
Internal auditor With the Office I the modern manner IS ~?der 
of the Inspector General. way m Des Momes county. 

I Worked in F'orestry 
Dewey, a native of Dubuque, 

worked briefly in the lore.'t pro­
ducts industry following hi• 
graduation from Iowa Stare 
L'nl\·ersity, Ames. 
De~>ey and his wife, Dorotlly, 

ha\'e four children: Renee, 21, 
a senior nursmg studcn at 
South Dakota State 1:niversity; 
John, 17, a SCDIOr in high 
school; James, 13. in eighth 
grade, and Dolly, 8, in third 
grade. 

Dewey said one or his fa\'oritc 
community activities is Kiwanis 
club in which he served as 
lieutenant go1ernor a few years 
ago. He's a Mason ahd the 
family 1s actiVe m the 
Presbyterian church. 

The conservation expert said 
his diver ions include musical 
acti•·rt•es and art, some go:f 
and fishing. 

~~~.~~~-:;,~ 11 
\\ ..-dnl' day, July 16, 1969 

EEDED BACK LOPE terrace gets the fin­
ishing touches at the hands of bulldozer operator 
La11 renee Whipple of Mediapolis. The work is being 
dMe on the farm of Dr. Honald Lofgren, in Pleas­
ant Grove township. Lofgren also installed terraces 
on his farm last year. Paul Heater, tenant on the 
farm, helps install and maintain the improvements. 
Other soil conserving practices applied on the 
farm: two ponds, four erosion control dams and 
about seven acres of grassed waterways. 

• 

·New Distrid 
Conservationist 

RALPH E. DEWEY 

Ralph E. Dewey Is the newl,y 
• •appointed Dtstrtct Conservation­

Ist !or this area. He replaces 
John Baker who wa• transferred 
to Internal auditing at Chicago. 

Mr. Dewey has tieen In the con­
servation service !or 20 years 
and has spent 16 years In Sac 
Co, stationed at Sac Clcy, Iowa. 

He took over his new duties 
on Monday, July 14, and be and 

,his !amlly are living In West 
Burll.ngton. 

Conservation Winners SCS Office 
Here Cited 

!White~ Lofgren~ Orth 
Three Des Moines county'county area of southeast Iowa · 

farm owners and operators/ lf one of the farms wins m 
have been named winners in the regional event, It will go 
the annual Iowa So i I on to state competition. 
Con. rvation Awards contest by The district commissioners 
the D\'s Moines County Soil said that the winning farms are 
Conservation district. above av~rage m completion of 

the conser\'ation work planned 
. In . t b e owner~perator for their farms. 

diVISion, the 0. D. White farm, 
north of Burlington, was named Good Erosion Control 
first place winner. They are, howe1-er, typical of 

. the "high grade of erosion 
The I969 wmner for . the tie't control tieing established in the 

tenant~perated farm IS R. E. De Moines countv district " 
Lofgren of .Mediapolis for his axording to \he distn~t 
farm which IS operated by Paul chairman, Harold Yohe of 
Heater of Dannlle Medi .. poli 

In the third diVISIOn new This IS ·~e 17th lear of the 
cooperators, Leo Orth of con't•st which IS spensorcd bv 
Burlington took hrst place the ~ .lome HegiSter and 
honors for his farm Tnbune and Iowa Farm and 

The farms will tie judged in Home Re~ stcr, cooperating 
regional competibon in a I~ with soil conservation districts. I 

State Conservationist Wilson 
T. Moon, of Des Momes 
announced that a certihcate of 
Merit has been awarded to the 
Burlington Work Unit or the 
t:SDA Soil C on s e r v a t i on 
SerVICe 

The award was presented by 
Area Conservationist J o h n 
Eckes of F'airfield i n 
recognition of sustained abo1e 
a\'erage performance for the 
fiscal years t968 and 1969. 

During tbis period the Soil 
Conservation s t a I f in 
Burlington made g r e a t 
advance in establishing tile 
outlet terrace systems in Des 
~loines county. 

The starr was headed by John 
T Baker. who has .-ecently left 
the area to take on other dulles 
With U S D A Conservation 
Technician Harry Bryant and 
~lr Mildred Kleinkopf, State 
clerk, too other starr members. 

Baker and Bryant also 
receiVed cash incenti,·e awards 
for their performance durmg 

1 thiS period. 



HARRY BRYANT, an assist­
ant in the soil conservation 
of!ice, is [iliing in while the 
county is without a county 
planner since John Baker 
resigned a few weeks ago. In 
the meantime the soil district 
commissioners are looking {or 
a replacement for Baker. 

~~~u~;!~~i~,~ 13 I 
Wednesday June 4, 1969 

Conservation I 
Work Done On ~ 
Wilson Farm I 

MEDIAPOLIS E v a n 
Wilson is installing an overflow 
pipe for an erosion control pond 
on his farm north of Medi­
apolis. 

IMPROVI G PASTURE on his fa rm north of 
Danville in Pleasant nrove township is Leo Bohlen. 
This field was covered with scrub brush. Bohlen, 
who has a large dairy herd, applied to the ASCS 
oHice for assi lance in clearing and re eedi~g and 
fertilizing of the pasture. A large pond . will. be 
built this ummer in this pasture to prov•de live­
stock water and control a .large erosive ditch. 
Waterways will be shaped and seeded to facilitate 
mowing of the pasture to control weeds and brush. 
Bohlen recently completed 3,400 feet of parallel 

. inlet terraces on his farm. 

TERRACI and contouring 
for soil-saving were showing up 

~
a! well on the Earnest 
u d e m a n and Henrv' 
ockenforff farms south and 

west of Danville as the tour 
drove by their fields. Both men 
have made extensive efforts to 
put soil-saving practices into 
use. Henry is a commissioner 
!of the Des Moines County Soils 
District. ,.............. 

The pond will cover a large 
erosive gully and will impound 
about 1.5 acres of water. The 
6 inch overflow pipe lets excess 
water safely through the dam 
so it does not wash out. The 
two larger objects on the pipe 
are 5x5 anti-seep collars to keep 
lhe water from following down 
the outside of the pipe. 

The farm gound above the 
pond will be tile inlet terraced 
just as soon as the pond is 
completed. 

WHILE FARMERS have been 
busy planting crops, they have 
also kept most earth-moving 
contractors busy with putting 
in soil saving practices. On the 
Schrock farms east • o I 
Mediapolis Lawrence Whipple is 
using a giant disc to root out 
brush so the pasture may be 
reseeded. The Schrocks have 
done much pasture 
improvement in the past and 
are still interested in getting 

I a maximum stand of grass for 
their Angus cow herd. reported 
to be one of the larger cow 
herds in the state. 

CHARLES RIGGlNS in Tama 
Township just a few miles north' 
of Burlington has Contractor 
Frank Woodall busy with· brush 
clearing in preparation for 
pasture improvement. 

A PIPE DROP INLET 
erosion dam has b e e n 
completed on the Arthur 
Strawhacker farm south east of 
Mediapolis. Tile is being 
installed on the Clarence Kuntz 
farm south of Oakville for the 
setting up of a terrace system 
Rex Mackey is the tiler. 

KENNETH SPRINGSTElN 
has been installing tile on the 
Holly Wagner farm near 
Danville, Earl Edwards and 
John Hanks farms east of New 
London and for C u r t i s 
Darbyshire north of Yarmouth. 

.::fu.,., e.. ~ This watershed on the Wilson 
farm will be completely treated 
to control erosion when thesej 
two practices are finished. 

StudPnts See 
Iowa Farming 

Several students from Ten· 
nessee Technological Univers­
ity, Cooksville, Tenn., have 
been visiting the area this 
weekend to study Iowa Farm­
ing practices. 

All 18 students are mem· 
bers of the Agronomy club 
at TTU and are making the 
first of what is hoped to be 
an annual spring tour. 

One of the students, Lloyd\ 
Covington, is a nephew of Will 
Stucker, Danville, where the 
group spent the night Friday 
and Saturday. 

Saturday the men looked at 
terrace construction on the Leo 
Bohlen farm north of Danville 
and studied drainage on the 
Henry Dockendorff and Francis 
Cook farms west of Danville. 

Today four of the live car 
loads will travel farther north 
into Wi<eonsin and Michigan 
before 'returning to Tennessee. 

THE SOIL CO SERVATION 
service reports that Johll 
C r e s w e II , IAAP Plant 
Agronomist and Harry Bryant, 
technician for the S o i I 
Conservation Service have been 
laying out the first tile inlet 
terrace system to be installed' 
on IAAP farm land. 

WALTER SENN in Benton 
township is building a large 
recreation and erosion control 
pond on his farm. Dude . 
(Waller) Duvall and Darwin 
Campbell have been doing the 
earth moving. 

DR. TED MAZUR and Leif · 
Lomo are blrilding a large 
recreation and erosion control· 
pond on their farm north oL 
Burlington in Flint River I 
township. 

Chuck Allgood of Winfield is 
doing lhe construction work. 

NICHOLSON BROS. have 
installed some 6,000 feel of tile 
on the Max Dockendorff farm 
west of Danville. 

MARLAND LAUGHLlN re­
ports almost a perfect control 
job of weeds in his soybeans 

l
from the pre - emergence 
application of a herbicide on~ 
his Henry county .farm 
southeast of ew London. 

employment service 

. ~ 1n SCS takes part 
The Burlington office of the Soil 

Conservation Service is taking part 
in the · 19~9 federal summer em-

EDWARD WRIGHT 

ployment program for youths 16 
through 21 years ol age, who meet 
specific economic restrictions. 

Edward Wright, 18 years old, 
graduated from Parma School, 
Portageville, Mo.. on May 18. Ed 
worked his way through high 
school under the NYC program 
doing janitor and maintenance I 
work. 

His mother, two sisters and 
three brothers Jive at Parma. Mo. 
and one brother in Burlington 

He will be assisting the Burling 
ton Work Unit in surve)·mg and 
engineering work. 

Next week, June 15 to 22, 
is Soil and Water Conservation 
Week by proclamation of 
Governor Robert D. Ray. Many 
soil and water conserving 
practices have been put into 
practice in the county. some 
of which we have noted in past 
columns. 

A new dam for a pond has 
just been completed on the 
Evan Wilson farm north of 
Mediapolis. 

Lawrence Whipple is building 
parallel terraces that will 
empty into the pond through 
drop inlets and tile. As soon 
as the clover hay has been 
harvested, another field will be 
terraced and surplus water 
diverted to the pond through 
tile drains. 

Wilson, with an assist from 
George Johnson and son-in-law 
Richard Steffner, who live on 
the farm, has fertilized some 
permanent pasture in addition 
to the pasture seeded from the 
air last year. He says he plans 
to carry out about so much 
soil saving work each year to 
add to his overall plan . 

Above the Wilson farm, S.S 
Barton has terraced and tiled I 
most of 80 acres to control soil 
losses and slow down water 
runoff. 

In Pleasant Grove township 
north of Danville, Frank 
Woodall is building a pond for 
Leo Bohlen. Bohlen is one of 
the county's dairymen owning 
a nice Holstein herd. 

Clarence Milter, owner of tht 
M!ller Fruit Farm, ha• 
employed Carl Van Tiger, 
another earth m o v i n g 

· contractor, to terrace some o£ 
his fields in Union Township. 

Southeast of Mediapolis, both 
Charles Tucker and Charles 
Hutchcroft have used both 
terraces and contouring to hold 
the soil in place in their corn 
fields. I 

ORTTIE ROCKE, southeast ol 
Oakvilte, has had good success' 
planting soybeans on cornstalk 
ground that was only disced and , 
not plowed. 

A herbacide was used to 
control weeds. The stalks on 
the surface of the ground are I 
a bit troublesome at the first 
cultivation but no great 
problem. 
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TERRACII>'G is done by scraping eru·th from the high side of a field and filling in the "aterways on the low side. Frank Wood. 
all i~ running this earth mover for Leigh Raetz. 

Try New Land-Terracing Method At IAAP 

I. 

TILI:\G i• being laid at a grade to allow silt to settle out of the run-off before it leaves the field. 
Ray Leitch and ons, New London, are tiling at IAAP for Leigh Raetz. 

Storr and Photmo 
By DAVID HAWORTH 

A relatively new type ol farm 
land terracing is b e I n g 
undertaken at the Iowa Army 
Ammunition Plant. 

Leigh Raetz, manager of 
Middletown Mills, is footmg the 
bill for parallel cut-and·fill 
terracing on about 180 acres 
of IAAP ground he is leasmg 
at the northwest comer of the 
plant. 

Parallel cul·and·fill terracing, 
according to Des Moines County 
Soil Conservation otl1cer Harry 
Bryant, is formed by borrowing 
dirt !rom the higher ground In 
the held and using it to dam 
up, or terrace, the waterways 
on the low side of the held. 

In this way, Brrant 
explains, the "ater run-of! i 
collected In a pocket and tiled 
off slol'ly so that the sill 
setUes out of the run-off and 
the soil stays in the field. 

Raetz is p1oneermg the 
parallel cut·and·lill Ian d 
terracing at IAAP. John 
Creswell, head agronomist at 
the plant, said that there will 
be more ol the terracing done 
this fall. 

There are several advantages 
to this type of terracing, Brrant 

• Slid. Erosion is controlled. The 
soil moved by run-oil !rom the 
higher ground to the pocket 
formed by terra=ing will form 
a table in a matter of years 
but most of the soil will remain 
on the held and not be washed 

LEO~ARD LA'IIE says ter· 
races on • tract of rolling land 
owned by his lather, Walter 
Lane, in the vicinity of Roscoe 
northwest of ~lediapolis, have 
prevented soil losses in the held 
although there have been some 
very heavy rains this season 
Any soil th..t has mo.ed has 
been stopped at the terrace 
which slow the runnmg water 
down to a walk. 

HE, RY MEHMKE. , who 
lives west of Mediapolis, sa) • 
he sighted a coyote recenlly m 
one of the grassed waterways 
on his farm. Seems the long 
grass makes good habitat for 
wild animals and bird< and 
good hunting for predators. 

On a l•·~e scale thb type 
of terralwg wlll sau tat 
money by reducing the nted 
for dredging ri.-ers and 
streams clogged by ull 
erosion, and reduce the 
chances of flooding by holding 
water In the field and 
allowing II to run off more 
slowly. 



Offer Industry Aid scs awarded certificate of merit 
State Con~en atiomst \\ tlson T ~real ad\ an,·e:. in c~tabh'h('d tile 

MCX'n of Des Momc~ announced outlet terrace S)' tems m De 
this .,.,. cek that a cert1J1cate of \Joines count)· The statr w :. 
merit has been awarded to thr headed b' John T S<.~k!'r "t I) 
Burlington Work Unit ol the U5DA ha ... recently Jeft the area to t;..ke I ~!embers of the D1strict public and private agenc1es who federal agenc1es in U>e, De~ 

Tt-chmcal Action Panel !TAP. offer help m sol\1ng soc1al and Mo1nes, Henry Wa hington, 
ha'e been alerted to help that onornic problems. The TAP Louisa. ~luscatme and Scott 
is ava1lable through the center d1strict invol\es state and coonll<s 

Soil Con:-.cn a lion Sen 1ce The on otht'r dulles "ith t;SO .\ 
ot\\ard \\as prc•enl("d Thursd.1y by Conservation TcchmC'I<I'l llarry 
Area Con..,enatiom!-.l John Eckc Br;.ant and tate Clerk :\1rs \lit· 
of Fairfield tn rccosmtion oC us drcd KleinkopC are the ot 1lL~• ~la(( 
tamed abo,·c a'ero:a~c pcrformant·r I mrmb<-r!-1. 

for Industrial Research and 
Service, a function of the Co- -­
operatl\'e Extension Service. 

Representatives of seven 
southeast Iowa counties met at 
Wapello last week where Robert 
A Lyon of Davenport explained 
the CIRAS program. 

CIRAS offers Its service to 
all of Iowa '~ industry no 
malter how large or small. 
Tbls concept of research 
service for industry grew out 
of the thinking of many 
lo,.ans \1 bo felt the need for 
technological aid U. get the 
economy mo\ in g. 

!.yon pointed out' several 
area5 \!.here this scrvlce has 
aided industries through market 
anal>sis and assistance to find 
the best technical advice. 

"One of our fastest growing 
fields is assisting invent<>rs and 
innOvators," Lyon states. "Our 
service can help an inventor 
to avoid patent problems and 
can, through market analysis, 
sa-. him from producing a 
product 11 h1ch may not be' 
salable" 

Help Is Free 
Help from CIRAS for prolr 

!ems in production, manage­
ment, marketing and quality 
control are offered to Iowa 
mdustry at no C061. 

Jack Cowan, district TAP 
cl!a1rman, representing Farm­
ers Home Admmistrabon at Mt. 
Pleasant, viewed the informa­
tion on CIRAS as vital to 
Technical Action Panels of the 
Area. As TAP members become 
more aware of what other 
agencies have to offer, they can 
help each other be more eftec­
th'e in sening tile public. 

Future plans for District TAP 
mclude catalogumg the many 

Cor the Ct cal year 19(18 and 1969 Baker and Br~·o:ant also rNei\'t~d 
During this period. the Sotl Con ta!<;h inccntn c 3\\ ards for lhl'ir 

sen ation :;ta{( m Burlin~ton m01.dr Jlt'rformancc dunn,!! thi pct••Jd 

Soil Conservatio 
Winners In Area 

Three prize w1nnJ.ng Des Moines 
Count;y !arms have been named 
winners In the annual Iowa SoU 
Conservation Awards contest by 
the Des Moines Count,} Soli Con­
servation District, according to 
Di strict Chairman, Harold Yohc 
ot Medl'IP(llts. 

Entries were made In three di ­
visions, The owner-operator di­
vision award was made to 0. 
D. White !arming north of Bur­
lington. From the hlghw;zy, tho 
White farm appears level. How­
ever. Ule owner has applied more 
than a mile of terracing, a live­
stock water pond, four miles ot 
tlle drainage, six acres or tree 
planting and six acres of renov­
ated pasture on this quarter sec­
tion !arm. 

The second division Is !or te­
nant operated farms. The 1969 
winner !or this county Is R. E. 
Lofgren of Mediapolis for his 
farm operated by Paul Heater <>f 
Danville. The Lofgren farm 
boasts a mile of terrace, two 
Iivest<>ck ponds , two miles of 
We·dralnage, and over slx acres 
of grassed waterways. 

Division three or the contest Is 
for new cooperator~, and the win­
ner here Is Leo Orth of Bur­
Ilngton. Although he has been 
applying soU and water cooser­
vatlon work Cor only aOOutayear, 
Orth has managed to Install a half 
mile of terrace, a farm pond, ten 
acres of renovated pasture and 
14 acres of permanent vegeta­
tion. 

The District Commisslooers 
point out that these farms are 

above average in completion of 
the conservation work planned for 
their !arms. They are. however, 
typical of the high grade of er­
osion control being es tablished In 
Des Moines County Dis trict. 

The three farms will go on to 
regional competition In a thlr-

Movement 
Of County 
Soil Cited 

teen county area of southeastlowa 
with a hope for additional award 
and state recognition. 'fl1e an­
nual contest Is spon.ored by tho 
Des Moines Register and Tri­
bune and Iowa Farm and Homo 
Register cooperating with soU 
cooservation districts. 

I Tbe so il loss on farms ha• 
been tbe heaviest in se\eral 
years in Des ~1oines coumy. 

I Farmers should take a long 
I hard look at their J:elds and 

determme whether they are 
Tne need for more oil and using lhe latest technology in 

"ater conscnat on practices on consen·mg th€'ir .so1l. The 
rural .nd urban land m Des modem tile inlet terrace w1ll 
~lomes county h s been very keep 95 per cent of the soill 
ev dent. becau'" of the heavy on the farm. 
rcliOS wnlch ha\C fJIIen the last Wet weather has slO\\("d 
ew months, accordmg to Harr;· construchon, but in sp1te of th 

Bryant, actmg d 1 s t r 1 c t there has been 36.000 feet of 
consenat10mst. terrace, eight erosiOn conlro 

New construl'llon Sites for dams, two ponds and 50,060 
homes, buildings and roads, feet of llle installed th1• year 
where bare so:ls ha\e been in Des ~lomes county. 
exposed to the \\Cather, have The So1l Conservation Sen1ce 
had excess1ve soil losses. located in the rederal Building 

This sOJl mo\'ement has in Burlington IS mterestcd in 
plugged se"ers and culverts, 
hllod d1tche and polluted the lelping any md:v:dual or group. 
streams and nvers causmg rural or urban w1th the1r soil 
problems and expen'" to the and \\ater cons e r v a t ion 
t•xpa) er. problems, Br)ant reported. 

Could hoid Problems 
~!any of the problems and 

expe,scs cou!d be avo ded by A tJ ~ • ~ Cf-
makmg temporary seeding~nd () 
construrtmg mall de-Slltmg 
dam around the e areas, 
Bryant stated 

URGE MORE 
CONSERVATION 
PRACTICES 
The need for more Soli and 

\\ ater Conservation Practices on 
rural a."Xi urban land ln Des 
Moines County has been very 
evident, because of the heavy 
rains which have fallen the last 
few months. 

New construction s ites Cor 
homes, buildings, and roads, 
where bare soils have been ex­
posed to the weather, have had 
excessive soU losses . This soU 
movement has plugged sewers 
and culverts, filled ditches and 
polluted the streams and rivers 
causing problems and expense to 
the taxp;zyer. Many of the prob­
le • s and expenses could be 
avoided by making temporary 
seeding and constructing s mall 
de-silting dams around these 
areas. 

The soil loss on farms has been 
the heaviest In several years In 
Des Moines County. Farmers 
should take a long hard look at 
thelr fields and determine wheth­
er they are using the latest tech­
nology In conserving their soiL 
The mndern tlle lnlet terrace 

, wUJ retain ninety-five per-
cent of the soil moved !rom 
lea vlng the farm. 
Wet weather has slowed con­

' truction, but In spite or this 
there has been 36,000 feet of 
terrace, 8 erosion control dams, 
2 ponds and 50,p60 feet or lie 

, 
j 
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Robert Moorma'n- Blue gills a Problem. 

Moorinan Explains 
Pond Manageinent 

.y·nrn Qded 
Weed rontrol seemed to be ponu t >at a gone 

of pnmary Importance to the out of t , c s to app ' sui 
audience and :II o or m an f1cleet ..r •' .on to compete) 
pointed out t..~ a t this musam·e cradle •i;. e f h populat n 
of exces.J\e weed and filn· a~d ;~ 111 o\·er 1gam. 
mentou• algae (scum) gets '•for rotenone docs 
most of il> •lart from the not 1\, k • • <~ell on bu !heads, I 
organir and inorganic fertili· how~· ·r·4o!bmg ' ct h been 
zers carried by run-of!. dl f•overe<l tnat "til do a sure­
The mot common method for Ire l'V 'n bul'hca s They re 

ehminat~g filamentous algae IS har:t to ktll m or out of the 
the use of copper sulfate and water ,less a pond owner has 
IS approved for treatmg water a ;;cc at prc!crrnce lor bull· I 
at the r •c of 1 4 P"'tnd per H ads, 1! IS adv1sabl not to 
1crc fool ~loorman explamed mt~oducc therr 
that l(>s ha.e ho\\n hat h1s T'\e use of e ne f ~ 
s pot <•n v the mo t conom1cal el1m na mg unde•irabk I <h has 

method but also provide thr bee ruled out exc p n rar• 
best ro u!t " th neg1Jg e ca e Tests have how n tha 
toxicity. the .c:nes s mply do no ge• 

Other control measure are down [ar enough. The same ·an 
used for tiddmg a pond Of b•• 3id for the 'nockmg ~ 
rooted weed. - both submersed me• od. 
and emerg nt. Where the w ed \ common y overlooked !act 
p~ chcs ~re >mall. the s mples wa brought to e,·eryone's 
method IS to pull them up ) attent•on 1n regard tc !he takmg 
the roots and remove them o! !Ish 1, any ot cr methoo 
ompletely fr m the water In e ·•cpt hook and line :Moore 

larger area , D1quat or man cxp!o 1 n~d that low a law 
Aquathol are recommended makes no provts n for other 
Two other ehem1cats, soqtU · t h~n hook and IL"e m the takmg 
ar en1!e "d 2 D. have r <'r of game h ., Ttu.s 1 so e\On 

\O\al u are not ace far n ponds on pr.\a e land 
rsu. Un es extreme I To do otherw w uld M 

1 us d t e foroner cor au P ega 
prSCDIC J>Ol OOJDg V. h1 !e 
alter can mpart a ' ' 
mdeslfllble taste to h :-t :or 
penodl a long a ~~ day . 

EHn so, a 10-day wa1lin, 
period IS recommended after 
u mg Diquat and fl 3-day 
waitmg period is adVIsed alter 
using Aquathol before sw1m· 
mmg or 'o" mg live lock to 
... ater 

On the other hand, In the 
case nl reno-.ting a pnnd 
the owner needs only to appl) 
for prrml. sion from tbr local 
ron en a lion offiter. t.:nder 
m'> \ circum•tances, t h e 
offirer '"" inve ligate the 
situation and generally grant 
pfl mission. In many case . 
be will nen assist the pond 



Pool Tahll' 
Is SoH~ 11 t 

WE '\OTICED the pond on 
the John Latty farm >OUtheast 
of Sperry ts wrll filled with 
water Looked from the road 
like 1t mtght be full. The pond 
was created by a dam which 
John and R"s•ell Ellerhof! built 
arross a gully on line fence 
betwren th<'m. The fence now 
goes ~long the top or the dam 

LA W R E !'< C E SmAW­
H.\CKER . southeast of ~lediapo­
lis. is doing some pasture 
impro•cment after h a v i ng 
Lawrence Whipple do the bull-, 
dozing and clearing. 

~- 1 
OCTOBER 7 is the date set 

for the Southeast Iowa Soil 
judging contest to be sponsored 
in Louisa county this year. · 

Arnold Wmegar, c o u n t y 
conservationist for the Louisa 
County SOli Distnct is m charge 
of the affair. Students enrolled 
in the vocahonal agricultural 
classes in the four counties; 
Lee, Louisa, Henry and Des 
~loines. \\Ill take part. 

Ot;R RE.\IARK that there 
were a lot or good neighbors 
on the nation's highways is 
supported by the incident of two 
beach mats blowing off a 
camper coming out of Geode 
State Park the other evening. 

Ralph Dey;ey, the new county 
const•rvallomst "tlh the Soil 
Conservation Service, relates 
that ~e chased the camper for 
a mile before he could flag 
them doy.n to tell them tru 
mats had blown orr. By the 
time they had returned to 
where the maps had been 
dropped someone else had 
picked them up These people 
were sllll on the spot trying 
to decide where to turn them 
in so the owners could find 
them, when they drove up. 

.Se.p7, 3 

Farm Bureau member among 
annual soil conservation 

winners 
awards 

in 

Three prize winning Des Moines township, Burlington. Although he 
county farms have ~:en named has been applying soiJ and water 
winners in the annual I0\\'8 Soil conservation \\Ork for only about 
Conservation A"ards contest by l a year, Orth has managed to In­
the Des Moines County Soli Con· stall a half mile of terrace, a 
. ervatlon Dtstnct, according to the farm pond, 10 acres of renovated 
district chairman, Harold Yohe of 

1 

pasture and 14 acres of permanent 

Dry Weather Helps Speed 
Conservation 1' ork Here 
The past few dry \\e•ks have by building a dramage ouUet 

made way for an early start dttch ten }ear ago . 
on fall sot! conservatiOn work 
in Des Moines c o u n t y , Mediapolis. vegetation. New Cooperator 

Enlril's were made in three divi- The district commis:-;ioners point 
. ions. The owncr·operator divi- out that th(:se farms one above 
sian award was made to 0. D., average in completion of the con-
White. of Franklin township, farm scrvation work planned for their 
ing north of Burlington. From the farms. They are, however, typical 
highway, the While farm appear ! of the high grade or <'TO!:>ion control 
level. However, the owner has ap· being e~tab1ished in the Des 
plied more than a mile of tcr ~1oines county d1stril:t. 

according to Ralph Dewey, Lutlenegger is listed as a new 
district conservationist of the cooperator with the district, 
Soil Conservation Service m along with Ernest Gerst of 
Burlington. Franklin township, Vine 

/ "Recent work has included Gehring, south or Burlington, 
completion or nearly. two Fred Vantiger of Yarmouth. 
miles of tile outlet terraces Russell Stantur! of Sperry and 
and a couple of farm ponds," Ray Petersen of Morning Sun. racing, n li\cstock water pond, I The three farms ~ill go on to 

4 mites of tile drainage, 6 acres rcgJOnal·c.ompchtion 10 a 13 county 
of trct: planting and 6 acres of area of southeast IO\\ a "'1th a hope 
renovated pa. lure on this quarter for additional a\l.ard.s and st:ttc 
!it<"Cllon farni recognition. The annual contest is 

tbe conservationist said. Soil district commtsstoners 
also recently a p p r o v e d 

The second division is for tenant sponsored by the Des .Moines Reg­
operated farms. The 1969 \\Jnncr ister .and Tribw1c ao.d the Iowa 
for thh county is R. E. Lofgren Farm and Home Rcg1ster cooper· 
of Yellow Spring to\\nship, Medi ating \o\ilh soil conscr\'alion dis 
apolis, for his farm operated by !riels. 

•·rn the drainage hne, Leon construction of a group 
Luttenegger of K'ngston has terracmg project oo the Verne, 
!m•shed a surface dram S\slem Amencl md Hal~l Blake farms 
\\hich completes the JOb started m Huron ToY.nship. 

Paul Heater of Plf.>asant Grove 
town hip, Danville. The Lofgren r 
farm boasts a mile or terrace. • · 
twro livestock ponds, 2 miles of 
ti le drainage and over 6 acres 
or grassed waterways. . u q ~ Division 3 of the cont(·~t IS. for A A • 
new cooperators, and the v. inner 
here is Leo Ortb of Flint R1ver 

Merit Award 
To Burlington 

TATE CON ERVATIONIST, 
\\ ILSON T. MOO , ofDes Moines 
announced this week that a 
Certificate of Merit has been 
awarded to the Burlington Work 
Unit or the USDA Soil Con£er-

GLE 'I PETERSON has JUSt 
completed a pnnd on his farm 
north of Burlmgton in Benton 
township. Fall rams and wmter 

now wtll have to be depended! 
upon to r.;· 1!. 

vatlon Service. The award was 
presented Thursday by Area Con­
servationist, John EckesorFaJr­
Oeld in recognition or sustained 
above average performance Cor 
the fiscal years 1968 and 1969. 

During this period the Soil Con­
servation stat! tn Burlington 
made great advances ln estab­
llshlng tile outlet terrace sys­
tems tn Des Moines County. The 

staff was headed by John T. 
Baker, who has recently left the 
area to take on other duties with 

DA. Conservation Technician, 
Harry Bryant and State Clerk, 
Mrs. ~Uldred Klel.nl<opr are the 
other staff members. 

Baker and Bryant also received 
cash Incentive awards Cor their 
performance during this period. 

Trees Profitable 
~On Some Farms 

Forestry can ~e a prohtable •to do do1mhtll, and may a~ 
enterprt<e Cor Iarmer. on htlly \\ell be clear cut to start over ' 
lands m southea t Iowa, Tbe coming of the pulp and 
accordmg l<l D1 !net Conserva- paper industry to the area 
tion1st Ra!ph De\\<y o I bas made a good outlet for 
Burlington bardy;ood limber w b i c b 

Soil Conservation Service otherwise bad little market 
technicians g a t h e r c d at value. Any logs or cuttings 
Shimek State Fore t near over five inches in diameter 
Farmington earlier m the are u<able to the paper in· 
month to discuss ways of usmg dustr}. 
'orest land more profitably. •·wuh an incre mg ma1 ket 

Timber are'!, planted _by CCC available. small limber area< 
-amps m the late 1930 s ..ere on rough parts of the farm \\Ill 
observed by the ~roup under become more profitable under 

1e guidance of "ea f~re ter good management," Dewey 
. R. Wttmer. of f .. rmmgton. clatms. "Some or our SOLis are 

Wt'mer pomled out areas \\htrh Ideally suited to tree product•on 
18H been wei "land•ed as we I rather than cropland 
s <Lea poor' managed. "Each acre should be planned 

Trees, J'u~ts Pay ccordtng t() ts bP l land u e," 
A pertod c c op of Chrtstmas ·~e con~<>rv• omst concludes 

1 ecs, fence posts dOd utthty 'Helpmg farmer• make such 
J!t"> can pay for the costs of land use dccistons IS th~ "?.'k 

• "l1 n"'gcm('nt on a \\ell run of SOil Conservation Service. 
• t mber stand, the forester 

t rr hand, th1 0 ._ T, 
1 

:,-
j IS begmnm 

THE MEDIAPOLIS NEll ERA 

NEW f.: ONSERVATION 
PROJECTS REPORTED 
The past Cew dry weeks has made 

way Cor an early start on Call 
soU conservation work in Des 
Moines County according to Dis­
trict Conservationist, Ralph 
Dewey oC the Soil Conservation 
Service tn Burllngton. 

"Recent work has included com­
pletion of nearly two miles of 
tile outlet terraces and a couple 
oC !arm ponds,' the conserva­
tionist points out. 
"In the drainage line, Leon LU(,. 

tenegger o~ King;co:~ has finished 
a s urface drain system which 
completes the job started by 
building a drainage outlet ditch 
ten years ago.'' 

Luttenegger ls lls ted a s a new 
cooperator >~ith the SoU Conser­
vation District, along with Ernest 
Gerot oC Franklin Township, Vtnc 
Gehring, south of Burlington, 
Fred Van tiger of Y armoulh. Rus­
sell Stanturt or Sperry and Ray 
Petersen or Morning Sun. 
Soli District Commlssloners 

also recently approved construc­
tion or a group terracing project 
on the Verner Amenell and Hazel 
Blake farm s in Huron Township. 



TAP Holds 
Up Meeting 

The Des Moines cOttnl 
Terhmcal Actioo Panel meelm~ 
has been postponed for a week 
because ol conllicling obliga­
llons of member 

The October meeting will 
be held at 1:30 p.m. Friday, 
Oel. 31, in the Soil Conserva· 
tion eniee office, on the . 
second floor or the federal 
building. 

Ralph E Dewey, TAP cha, • 
man. atd he has a ked 
members to help assemble a 
list or resource groups and 
mdmduals tn the area who may 
be ol help to TAP programs. 

These would be tn addtlion 
to the govemment agencies 
"1lh wh ·h members already 
are concerned, and would 
:nclude YMCA, YWCA. c~ 
ervaboo clubs, lzaak Waltoo 

League, and FISH. 
POOL I'L \ YI!\ G employes of l'roduct10ns, 

lnc., t•an now practice their skill during breaktime. 
Honnie \\eiler, 131 . Fifth, take aim as other 

employes look on during a morning break at the 
sheltered workl,hop. The table i~ one of h'o 
donated to the workshop by pri\ate citizen • 

Double 
Ansu;er 

8) 1\ f\ I\ \ICCOrl\1\Ll Y 

Break ~e 1 "011 pool I mr. 
at ProductiOn , Ire , n 
Bur mgton 

ThP. he tered 110rksh()!l a 419 
\'alley no11 ha a pool tab'e 
et up m the butld ng for the 

t•mplo)es to usr durmg thell' 
[rrc ltme T t Wbe one of 
'" o donated o the "o ;; hop 
by pnv '• c • zen 

1\eo Rutherford, 'Iadi on 
Rd., and 'lr . \nloinetle 
Eg~le ton. 110 Flemm~ Ct., 
an .nred a •all put out b) 
!he Technical \ rlioo Panel 
IT \P J for lhe tablt . 

• Iowa leads zn corn, 
A new Iowa commercial har· 

ve I of catfish from farm 
pond. 

It mtghl be a profttable enter· 
prt • a local TN:hntcal Aclton 
Panel (TAP) meetmg 11a· told 
here Frtday afternoon 

A preliminary report tndt· 
rated that a cat!t h crop from 
'<~~'m ds could be prof table 
if It'S dooe oo a volum~ basts. 

·e t step, according to 
Ralph Dewey, district con er­
vatlonist, i to lurn the P• ,.. 
ject over to the local Exten· 
sion ervice office lor pilot 
ludles. 

Agrtculturall , in d1scu ng 
the posstble new rural mane 
m ker, atd they fe t that rJn· 
mng water or aeraled ponds 

would be needed to make the 
commerctal growing or caUtsh 
nrofitable. 

Tlleh·e TAP members wcr 
at Friday's mee~ng at the Con· 
•e .. at on Servtce office In the 
l·•der bu· dmg. The nallon. I 
'1'AP ts made of lleparlm nl ' 
Agnculture repre enl ' P 

cottnly agencies. I' H 

du a! Research and Service 
(CIRASJ of Iowa stat<.' umver· 
'lty's department of sc1cnce and 
techno og:· 

Robe-rt A Ly(.(l, industml 
pee allst from Davcn;>o• dLS· 

cu.sed ~e auns of CIRA lltt!i 
T P Jn('mber 

CIRA tn to help small m 
dustry m the reaclung of maxi· 

beans· 
«tale TAP Is to fac;'•tate anli 
assc;t pnvale an~ state and 
local government efforts to pr'>' 
mole raptd, widespread rurDl 
area development 

C!R \ Reorarcb 

R· " ~ on th• fe '> ' of 

mum product.on,'' L)OO e • 
platned. 

"Ideas rather than answers 
are . ' rched out by C!H. , be 
added. 

Lyoo Illustrated his ta 1k With 
colored sltdes of Burlington and 
Wt• t Burltngton mall mdus 
tnes, emphastzmg the speetal 
i2ed capabilit1es of f~rm.s here. 

't- ;l. I 
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DES MOINES COUNTY 
FB members are among those with an early start on soil conservation 

Conservation \ 
Projects Done 

Contractor.; in the pa<l week 
have completed \\Ork on a 

• couple of· rrosion control 
proJects m Des Mome< county, 
it was reported by Ralph E. 
D~wey, SCS district con· 
ser\'~tionist 

In Benton township, Glenn 
Petersen has buill an erosion 
control dam which is doing 
several jobs at once. ll is buill 
along a line ·fence, making 
mamlenance of the boundary 
fenceline easier for the farmer 
and his neighbor. The dam 
checks the runoff water from 
about 15 acres of land. 
eliminating flooding hazards 
below. 

An excellent wildlife area 
ta• been created "'itb pros­
pects of a fine li b pond, 
" ater and shelter lor "ild 
game. And an emergency 
\\<atcr supply Is now available 
ncar the farmstead as a 
safety factor against fire, I 
Dewey ..Ud. 

Earlier this summer, Dale 
Heater of 11. Union buill a 
pond on a steep area of his 
farm near Morning Sun. This 
v eek he completed the erosion 
• ootrol project by constructing 
a diversion terrace above a low 
lymg field. The purpose of this 
practice is to keep hillSide 
water from running off to 
damage lower cropland areas. 

These practices were all 
designed a n d construction 
supervised by technicians of the 
So1l Conser\ ation S e r v i c e 
a .s1sting the Des Moines county 
SOil conservation district Th•-' 
6ervice is available to anyone 
having land use problems. 

11~t• p.1st (t'\\ dty \\t'l'k h.,.( 
m.tdt• \\ ·•:\ for .m (',uly ~t.ut on 
f"'IJ SOl) COOS<'l \ aiUlll V..OI k 10 fJ<'S 

:..toim•:-. cm-nty, arconhng to R.alph 
Th.~ .... ry, dish·ict const>r\',ttionist of 
th(> Soil Conscn.ttion St•n·ice in 
Burlmgton 

"R<'cent work has in<:lud1·d com~ 
plct1on of nPad)· 2 miles of tilf' 
ou11L·t tt.~nace" .md a COUJliC of 
farm pond~." lht> cons('nationist 
poir•b out. 

Can Plowing 
Lead To Erosion 
Fall Conservation 

l
s .. ~:~~~~.~-

"In thP drain . .1ge hn(', l.t."fm Lui· 
tr·nrggt>r or Kmgstoa ha ~ ftni hrd 
a SlH'C.Jce dr.Hh ~ t~>m \o\hkh com­
plete tnr joh st.u tt.-d by bmlding 
.t d1 <.~in.tge outlet duc-h 10 yE'ars 
.tgo." 

<!ounty S01! Conservahon DIS· 
tnct attended a statewide meet- · 

District Conservationist Ralph, wind ero<ion hazards of next ing of district cornrni<sioners at 
Dewey of the Soil Conservation spring will rest upon our achons Des Moines last week. 
Service in Burlington lists a now" Highlighting the annual con-
number of problems that! Among the problems created ference were talks by Kenneth 

Lutll'Ol'gger is lbiPd ''·' n fll'W 

cuo1•e\ .1101 with thl' Sui I Con t•r­
\'UIIon dasl! 1CI, along w1th Io:1 n£-s.t 
Gerst or Franklin tmo,.nship , Vine 
Gt.:hring. south of Burlington. FtNI 
Vnmagl'r, Y,umouth ; Rlt-.sC'Il Slttn· 
turf, Srwrry .met R·'l Pt•h-tsC'n, 
~.orning Sun 

farmers will be creating if they by wmd erosion: Crant, federal administrator of 
continue fall plowing soybean 1. A true lo" of a natural the U.S. Soli Conservation Serv· 
stubble as m the past. resource - our productive soil ice; John C. Gillou, chief wat-

"11 will soon be the season - the place we need for erway engineer for Illinois, and 
for decision - whether to plow planting our crops. Sam Studebaker, head of the 
or not to plow -" the 2. Loss of fertility - the fine National Association of Conser-

Soli dt 11 ict comnuo.;slonC'I'S also 
TN'£"1lll\ <Jf,JIIO\('d C'OilStl ICIIQil o( 
1 gr01 11 1 rr tcmg p1 )JI C' m lh 

conservaliomst states, "And our/particles of ava1lab!e plant food vation Districts. 
are usually the first to be blown Th• speakers combined to 

- ------1---"1 away. challenge tbe Soli Conservation 
(j)cJ , 3. Air pollution Is created, I Districts to update their pro-

' 1 c> \fl nPII nd H el Iu c 

1 
( m •n I un IO\U hlp 

Farm Silt Major 
Pollution Source 

Silt from agricult•ual land is most of the waste pollution 
still the number one problem I from industry along ttw mer 
1 11 t' t the M' . . . was confmed to a relat11ely 

o po u Ion ° ISsiSslppll narrow band for a few miles 
mer, according to Dr. Jack below the spot of injection into 
Gakstatter who r e c e n t I )' the stream. After that, the 
completed studies of pollution in matcr~als are welt enough 
the Burlmgton area. diluted to reduce contamination. 

"Lnle~s the wa te or ~il­
lation can be curbed, \\e are 
in danger of the r1ver 
becoming strictly a barge 
canal wltb no place lor li b 
or wildlife to survh·e," the 
scientist claimed before the 
meeting of tbe Jo"a Chapter 
of the Soil Conservation 
oclety or America at Ames 

la<t 1\eekend. 

In rcspon'c to questions about 
ri\er pollution, Gakstatter stat­
ed that there is little evidence 
to prove that flood times have 
a tendency to clean up streams. 
He expressed a hope that 
controls will be made on pollu­
tion before this scenic stream 
1s ruined for recreation. 

Altendmg the lllfftmg from 
the Burlington area were Ralph 

I Gakstattcr, who works wtth Dewey, d1.stnct conservationist, 
the state hygienic laborJtory, and Harry Bryant, conservation 
told the conservationists that, technician 

bothermg rural and urban areas grams to meet the demands 
alike. I or tbe J9iO's. 4. Soil , moved by the wind, 
seems to lose for a time its Their plea was echoed by 
ability to make things grow - Gov. Robert D. Ray, who ern­
a sort of temporary sterility. phasized that the need for ac-

" Wmd erosion is a particular lion is non-negotiable. It mus1 
problem on the loess. or !Jon is n!ll!·~egotiab le. It must 
windblown soils of our uplands be accomplished. 
and on the silty soils along the District Chairman Harc.ld Yohe 
bottomland," Dewey continued. of Mediapolis and District Con­
"Over 15 years of e<periment servationist Ralph Dewey of 
and experience have shown us Burlington represe~ted Des 
ways to maintain high crop MOines county dJStnct at the 
production with m i n i rn u rn confere~ce: Mrs. Mildred Klein-
tillage of our soil. kopf •. dJStnct clerk, attended . a 

"The simplest minimum 1;::,~t~g of c.onservation. clerks 
Ullage practice, and the one c !'I . con)unctio!l Wllh the 
which will do the rnos1 to 011lllUSSioners sess1on. 
prevent wind erosion, is simply 
to a\'oid fall plowing of soybean 
stubble," be declares. "Now is 
the tir.Je to make that decision 
- keep the plow in the shed." 

Catfish Farming 
Tn Be Discu "ed 

A special meeting on Catfi,h 
farming wilt be presented by 
two Iowa State University 
representatives at Tuesday s 
Technical Aclion P a n e I 
meeting 

Bob ~!oorman and Bob L} on5 
will present the program at I :30 
p.m. at the Soil Conservation 
Service office in the Federal 
building in Burlington. 

p~v.tl> 

WE W Al\'T TO AGAIN caU 
to attention Ralph Dewey's 
warning about care in plowing 
soybean fields that would be 
subject to erosion from the 
winter winds. 

Many a road ditch is filled 
each winter with wind-blO\m 
so;t from a plowed field. It is 
the most fertile organ!c soil 
particles that blow first. Ralph 
is district conservationist with 
too Des Moines County Soils 
District. 



Hawk-Eye 

Spotlight 
A move to undo 

' d . mans un o1ng 
By LES PECK 

"1\lan himself is the greatest 
threat to his environment. .. we 
have now . uccessfull~· begun to 
contaminate what we have not yet 
destroyed" 

So spoke .r. George llarrar of 
the Rockefeller Founrlation about 
pollution. 

Like llarrar, there are people in 
Des ~Joines county beg inning to 
face up to the fact that ~!an is 
covering his Earth with a deadly 
blanket of polluted air and is tum­
ing his once-magnificent rivers 
into sewers. 

But unlike some other people, 
there are Des ~!oines county citi­
zen~ who aren't just concerned 
ahout the pollution crisis but are 
willing to commit themselves to 
doing something about it. 

* * * IT APPEAH this county w11l 
soon have a group of citizens-call 
them a committee, commission, 
agency or control board-that is 
going to hunt down pollution and 
attempt to get it halted. If the 
voluntary approach fails, the citi­
zens will turn to the county health 
board to enforce state and local 
Jaws to eliminate the pollution. 

"In effect, what we would be IS 

a public relations arm for the coun­
ty health board.'' Robert Holstein 
said. Holstein, an insurance agent, 
is acting as a spokesman until the 
group takes definite shape. The 
idea was first proposed through a 
special projects committee of the 
Kiwanis club of which Holstein is 
chairman. 

A meeting will be called prob­
ablv within the next two weeks 
with at least representatives from 
Kiwanis. Rotary, and Lions, to 
form a nucleus of the pollution 
control body. 

.,.. .. " 
AS HOI.STF.I. . EXPLAI:-1 it, 

tJ, is IB how the system would 
work: 

-Indh·iduals or firms causing 
pollution would be told of the dan­
gers they are creating to the pub­
lic health and a ked to comply 
voluntarily in eliminating the pol­
lution. 
-If the violators refuse, the 

offense will be referred to the 
health board and its enforcement 
officers to issue orders for com­
pliance under state and county 
laws and J·egulahons. 
-If compliance has still not' oc­

curred, the health board has the 
power to prosecute violators in 
court. 

* * * 
HOL TEl H AS FAITH in his 

fellow county re ·idents that the 
majority will comply voluntarily 
with the pollution crackdown. He 
is joined in that feeling by Dr. R. 
J. Cowles, health board chairman. 

"Both as an individual and 
chairman of the health board I 
am delighted and pleased that 
there are citizens interested in this 
very great, world-wide problem 
that is most acute in highly-indus­
trialized countries. 

"We hope that this citizens 
group will be able to solve most or 
all of the problems. We like to 
feel that the citizens of Des :l!oines 
county are community-minded so 
when nuisances are brought to 
their attention thev will act to 
eliminate them \'olu.nL1ril\' in the 
spirit of goorl citizenship,;' Cowles 
saicl. 

Hoi. tein and Cowles both point­
ed out that surh a citizens group 
can also mean savings to county 
taxpayers. 

"\\' e would work on a gratis 
baSis rather than add expense to 
tax bills," llol:tein smd. "This 
will be much more economical for 
the county," Cowles said. "When 
legal action is necessary, at least 
part of the cost is borne by the 
the general county tax fund.' ' 

* * * 
1:-;' CASE anyone thinks the 

J' olunteer.~ . . . 
(Continued on Page 3.) 

J 

TERRACES 
COMPLETED 
'learl,y ten mlles of modern, 

tile outlet ter r aces have been 
built this fall by (armers In 
Des Moines County to bring com• 
plete erosion control to 500 acres 
of cropland, tile soU conservation 
district announces. And there are 
stlll ;everal ter racing projects to 
be completed. 

One or the outstanding terrncc 
projects Is at the Iowa Army 
Amuumil1on Plant along the south 
side or the Geode blacktop, where 
lessees Beck and Wagner have 

Installed 2800 (eel or terraces on 
land to be cropped. 
This project lnvol ved laying 

several thou, and !eel o( tile In 
preparing outlets for the ;ystem. 
All the terrace runeastandwest, 
so the Carmen wUI havenodlffi• 
cull) in cropping and no point 
rows to battle. The average height 
of the terrace ridges is about 
a foot and a hall, presenting very 
little problem for conventional 
!arming. 
The terrace channels will Inter· 

cept any runoff (rom the area 
above and will allo" the silt to 
settle on the field, while carrying 
excess water oU through a Ule 
system. Such a system makes 
It possible to crop the land more 
lntenslvel,y without the worry of 
soil loss. 

This practice Is vitally lm• 
portant in the Geode \\ atershed 
where sUUng o( the lake Is being 
prevented. Here, farmers Russell 
Seymour, Carl hwnaker and 
Mrs. Harlan Blakeway have con• 

trolled their farms with terrae• 

l~. other parts of the county 
th modern structures have 
be:~• buill by \~ ayne Kest~r ";d 
Ernest Ger>l northo(Burli.ngt "d 
Dale Hazen ncar Yarmouth an 
Kenneth Groc north of nan ville In 
recent weeks. 

In The Hawk-Eye Spotlight 

NEARLY 10 ~IlLES oC 
modem tile outlet terraces have 
beEI1 built 111 Des Mo:nes county 
this fall, according to the soil 
con<ervation district 

This will brmg complete 
eros1on control to some 500 
arres of cropland. 

One of the outstanding 
projects IS some 2.800 feet of 
terraces along the Geode 
blacktop west of 
\ltddletov.n on lAAP land 
under lease to Beck and 
WaJl'ler. The terraces run ea.l 
and west and are parallel, 
lea\'lflg oo pomt rows. Several 
h.-tdred feet of tile have been I 
laid to drain off the surplus 
water underground. T h e 
average height of the terrace 
ridges is only about 18 inches 
and creates very little problem 
for the operation of large 
modem mach:nery. 

TIUS WORK is a vital part 
of the erosion control prog~am 
m the Geode Lake watershed. 
Others who have brought their 
farms ooder !his control 
program are Russell Se;mour, 
Carl Shwnaker and Mrs. Harlan 
BlakeY>ay. Their farms are 
south and southwest of D;.nvi!Ie. 

Parallel terraces have also \i 

been built on the Wayne Ke. l~r ~ 
and Earnest Gerst farms n rth 
of Burlington and by Da1e 
Ha7l00. southwest of Yarmouth. 
and KeMelh Groe north of 
Danville. I 

Dr. R.E. Loi~ren , ~lediapoli 
dentist and o"ner of a farm 
north of Danville. was qu1te 
pleased to be selected as lhe 
landlord who r~ived this 
year's county award for 

1 
cooservation work on his farm. 

( C()nt inued f rom Page 1.) 

r) Volunteers W elcon1e 
\ 
I 
I 

I 

pollution control body would be primarily concerned with, of Burlington. The regulat.ons 
nothing but a group of do- agncultural pollution, is ready I will give the health board mor< 
gooders with only good to offer its proven advice in teeth in combatmg pollut on. 
intentions and lillie knowledge, proper land management and Experts tell us in thi countr 
the citizens group will mclude soil control. alone is poTiing 143 million ton 
technically-mmded people with Other public-minded groups, of pollutants into the air m 
experience m an a ly z 1 n g not ooly in Burlington but in smgle year. World populat10o 
pollutants and what to do to West Burlington, Danville and expected to double to 1 e 
co~trol them. \lediapolis as well, are in\'lted bUI1011 by .the year 2000. 1111 

for. mstance, a group ot by Hoi tein to Join in a ~reate a cnt1cal demand on our 
chcm1<ol.s and engmee~s at the c 0 0 r din ate d anh-pollulioo hm1ted water supply . . 
Io11a Army Ammun1tton Plan! ~ a ~!any feci !he tune h; 
have volunteered their services mp lgn. passed for aclloo agall\ 
In the pollution fight . Thcv can A'\' 1\nJEDIATE goal will be pollution. Some Des \lome 
analy7.e water and a1r sample;. to support a set of propo d county citizens hope not as !hey 
supplementmg the facilities of rules and regulation. t.o control start their campa~gn to clean 
the h~alth <k'partment. nUisam-es in the area of the up the po1son that threatens 

The Soil Conservatloo Service, county not m the c1ty Iinut.s, Man·s exis!ence. 



~onservation 
Expert Talks 
To Realtors 

Community progres and how 
the Soil ConservatiOn Service 
can help promote it were dis­
cussed here this 1\eekend by 
Ralph E. De\\ey, SCS district 

Ralph 

Dewey 

Speakmg to the Burlingtoo 
Board of Realtors, Dewey pomt­
ed out how a complete stand­
ard soil survey can benefit the 
real esta!e business as well as 

I 
the entire county. 

"Des Moines county is los­
Ing its place in line because 
others to the state are willing 
to pend· to Jel the job done." 

I 
Dewey said. 

He spok• at the Friday after­
noon meetmg at Hotel Burling­
ton. 

Some values of the survey. 
conducted by so•l sc ntists and 
techniCians. mclude fmdmg 
smtable pla""s for industrial 
and resident13l de\elopment 
"It ran he mighty expensive to 
try to build on unstable SOils," 
he pomted out 

llelp Available 
The SCS, a state-federal of 

lice under the Department of 
Agnculture, can help in pro­
vldiOg a commumty With at­
lracti\·e residential areas, in­
stead of running around gul­
leys: well-run recreatioo areas, 
10sU!ad of polluted streams; , 
convenient schools and shopping 
centers, instead of junk yards 
and eyesores: roads and public 
transportation to keep up with 
the demand, mstead of briOg­
mg up the rear, Dewey said. 

He sa~d the ract that Iowa 
and thiS part of the state ha,en't 
been a part of the •·exploding" 
urban land use that other com­
munaties over the nation ha\'e t 
exper~en,.,d. 

ThiS IS fortunate because 
now v.e can build on the basis 
of sound progress - the way 
we want to - 10 land, water. 
air and people development," 

..,, be sa1d. 
" Roger Poppen of Osage, state 
!J preSident of the Jaycees, was 

a guest or the board. Poppen, 
here for a state Jay""e board 
meeting, also is a real estate 
man. 

Catfish 'Farming~ Interest Grows 
A catfi. b han est from Des' 

Moines County farm ponds 
may become profitable 
enterprise 

J1m Hodges, county extension 
director, told Technical Actioo 
Panel (TAP) members Friday 
that 115 "yes" respon s came 
from loW mquiries to county 
farmers regardmg rnterest in 
the commercial raising of 
catfish 

Twelve county businesses, 
Including local restaurants 
boters, said they are inter­
ested in being an outlet 
market for 10\la's farm pond 
catfish," Hodges said. 

A preliminary report at the 
group· s September meet :ng 
ind1cated that a catfish crop 
from farm ponds could be 
proWable if dooe oo a volume 
basis. 

Secood step was imestigation 
of local mterest. 

·~since there ts interest," 
Hodges sa1d, "unmediate future 
steps will entail the securing 
oi expert advice " 

Sources recognized a s 
"experts" Include rowa State 
university's department of 
sc1ence and technology, Ames. 
and an established catfish 
research stalloo .n Arkansas. 

Cat!L b harv ling in the area 
Is knmm to takmg place 
at Burnside, Ill., TAP members 
were told 

Ralph Dewey, dis I ric I 
consen-ationist who heads TAP, 
motioned that panel members 
go oo record as supporhng til<' 
Full-Day Care (enter he1ng 
established 10 Burhngton as •n 
ext"'lSioo of the Head Start 
nrogram. 

Because the center is to be 
financed only in part by 
federal funds. the TAP group 
discussed methods or helping 
to secure toys nod other 
necessities for the center. 

Otncr busmess at the meet.ng 1n use 10 Henry county and repre ntatnes m county 
mclu cd a coosideration of a rcg1ooal plannmg approach agenc• s. 
rules and rcgulatioos cootrollmg for the best u. of county Purpose of TAP Is to 
musances havrng public health serv•ccs. facil•tate and assLSt pri\ate and 
Slgmf•cance, a study of pollution The local TAP i~ part of a state and local government 
pract1ces. a rural are ajnat1ooal group made up ol efforts m the promot•m of \\ide-
numbering syoiem such as that Department of Agriculture spread rural de,elopment. 



ollution Control Council Formed Here 
Po' u on cootrol - w~ <'~ will ITS GO\L: Educalton to de· first .,...,k of April 1<1 ••plain formed. Martin . aid. Sherman Holste1n and Sm1th representing The COUO<:il has no enforce­

und blcdly be one of the velup an -po11ullon practl«'S the Polluti n Council's plano Smith is chatrmoo of a by-Jaws the K1wanis at a Cit)' COUll<!il men power o{ its own; that 
b1gge t domes! c 1 ll<> ' the and enforcement of anll-pollu- and 1<1 recruit more members. commit1ee With members D1ck meetmg Ia t August rests pnmanl} With the county 
l'n ted States In u.~ 70'• - IS tur law Riepe and Floyd f'ranklm 'lajor worry Cited then was healtll board. 
la.J;mg root here :\ e The Council expects to Ralph Dewey and Ken Rubm MlSSissippi rivu pol)ution, but The comc11 inten!k; to use 

IT FOR\I: The Po:lut on and IT BOV\D\RY: • on receive a total of $tOO !rom aro on the educational com- the coun~il quickly eXJl .. nded its education and person a 1 
E v rorunrntal C«!trol Council Pollut.on kn,•s no boun;ancs the Ll()ns K11vanis aod Rotan mlttce. and Martm. Riepe. and ~ope to embrace a11 forms of rsuaSJon 1<1 ehmmate poilu· 

n ' and "• decJd<'d 1<1 put no 1 1x t' · f rn' ,.,,.a·l B w d h dl. I 1 a non-profit corporation formed 
1 
boundanes on our name. , Tom ~." n-· o pay or ruce er en are an mg env~ronmenta poi u t 1 on , lim. If voluntary methods fail, 

1 •Jesday mght. \!arlin, IAAP chemist an~ pe ~. primarily rna ing public relaticns. whether caU><!<i by a public the council will pfe. for ·ega! 

\1 E NOTICE e1 en though I 
• round h s been fairly 11ell 
covered with snow the wmds 

j ol a week ago started . to blow 
soil off the plowed fields . It 
could get a lot worse before 
the winter is over. Looks hke 
CQnservaticnist Ralph Dewey's 
warning of a few weeks ago 
ab~ut this danger was 1ery 
trimcly. 

said costs. The po1lution commlttce 1!1' w body an industrj or private action Urrouch the health 
corporation secretary, Three committees have been out of concern expressed by citiZ£0. j department. • 
Wednesday. 

Pollulloo Counct' off1 rs are 
Robert Holstem. msurance 
agent, chairman: Dal Johnston, 
\fonlg001t'ry Ward vtc~ cha: r­
man; ~lilt Paule, :\anonal Re­
search Bureu. tr<'asurer; and 
~lartm, secretary 

"We will cover at: forms of 
pollut:on ~!arlin said. "\lalflly 
t will be aJr, 1\atcr, and land 
pollution, but 11e will also 
mc!ude thermal pollutlm and 
not.Se abatement Pnllunon 
compldmts can oe phoned to 
c,ty ~all and IH•l be referred 
to the proper City or couniy 
iiUthori ies or thiS committee." 

\lartin said a puhlic meet­
ing is tentati-.ly planned tbe 

Conservation 
Honors Given 
On Nov.l2 

The Des ~lo111es county So1l 
Con>en·ation District will hold 
its annual ba11quet at 6:30 p.m. 1 
No•·. 12 in the DanVIlle Com­
munity hall, to honor out­
standmg conservation farmers 
II\ the distnct , 

Awards will go to the out­
standing new cooperator, land­
lord-tenant farm and owner­
operator The banquet is 
sponsored by local banks. 

The program will mclude a 
presentation by Sylvan Runkel, 
well-known conservation lno­
logist. He will gl\·e a film talk 
about forest communit1e . 

Runkel 1< a biology 
\Pth lh~ Slate CON"Cn: at, A1 

partmcnt He IS a forestry 
~raduato fr m Iowa State 
Unl\·er 1ly, 

Farm Family Award 
The coun'y o!Jice <H Mt wbicb was 1<1 trade for a t- All family members are 

Pleasant has nanl<'d Mr and ro" combioe. active in the community. Troute 
~Irs. R<'x H Troute and thetr When the Troutes started serves as a County Soil. Com· 
family as Its Farmers Home . . - the ml d T cnshi ASCS 
Admini.stratiOn Farm Family of farmmg 111 1958, . y 11ere ss10ner an 011 p 
the Year. , renhng 178 ~cres w1th 105 crop Committeeman. They have 

They li1·e one mile soutnwest acres on a hves ock-sharc basiS three cluldren in 4-H and their 
f B I' from Rex's mother, Dorothy A L · 1 b · d t 

o ur mgton. Troute. AI pr~senl, the Trout s son, Rex ., IS a c u preSI en • 
Mr ~d Mrs._ Troute, af_ter farm 4QO acres with approxi- They attend the First \l~thod.,t 

one years exper:ence operatmg mately 300 crop acres, part of They have cooperated Wllh 
a farm, apphed for their hr~t which ts cash rented and the the f'HA. Extens1on. ASCS, and 
FHA loan K1 January, 1959 This balance is on a crop-share SCS in using the latest crop 
was for an operatmg loan of bas· . production and soil and water 
,2.600 00 to p:Jrchase a tractor, . ~Oll.>ervation practices. 
pi Oil • disc, spreader, 4-row They are presently feedmg The family will be coosi~ered 
plant<'r, hydraulic cylinder, and 120 b~d of _cahes and are for DIStrict "FHA Farm Farmly 
spra)er lncre~smg tbe1r bog operatiOn. of the Year." 

lnce this first l<13o, the They have four children Rex The Slate ''FHA Farm 
Troutes ban obtained twelve L. , Diana, Carla and Todd, "ho Farruiy of the Year'' will be 
subsequent leans the last of !attend sthool in Burlington. I named 111 Apnl. 

F \R11 FA'\11I.Y OF THE YEAR. 
'\lr. and '\Irs. He:~. Troute and their 
four children "ere named Farm Fam­
ily of the \ear hy the local Farmer 
Home Administration office Thurs­
day. One of I fnmilies named in 
Io;,a, they "ill be eligible for di~trict 

and state Famil) of the Year.Troute, 
"ho moHd to the country as an 
adult, said, "'t\ e thorou~hly enjoy 
"hat "e are doing but I doubt "e 
1\0uld be farming today if it Wfre nol 
for F H.\." 
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STATE SOIL C O N S ERVATI ON 
COM'AITTEE OF IOWA - NOT ICE OF 
ELECTION OF COMMISSIONER FOR 
THE DES MO IN ES COUN TY SOIL 
CONSERVATI ON D IST R ICT, E M· 
&RACING LANDS LYING IN THE 
COUNT Y OF DES MOINES IN THE 
STATE OF IOWA 

To I I OWI'If rl l .,ckH' operttors Ol 
11110, ly IIi ...... ~ n Hit O.s Mo 'lei COU'I»;' 
So I COII1t"Vlf 01'1 0 s•r ct com~r IJF\9 "he 
te~rtory dflcr~ a s I~ICHt'J 

AJ lArd ly IIQ w ~ n tt1e bOul\dar e 
of OH MOit~tl Ceturtty, fo.,a 
e•c vs•vt of incorpora•ed d u a i'Kl ·-· No' ce 1 ht reby V·YI'\ tfl t t on !+It 

1~ day of February, lf70, b«wten 
~~ houn of 11·00 AA/1, tnd 2:00 PM, 
an t tCI.ot! wll be Mid lor tM e 'ecl on 
ol eomm u Ofltrt f'OI" tt-t Du Mo ne1 
Coui'Lty So I Corntrnf•on Orstriet. 

AI' ONf\t•J end-or QPtrtiOts of ·ends 
y n' wtlh n rt e t!xw t mtnl Of'ltd 
ltr• IO~Y' lrt ~·g bit 10 YO'I. 

Pot nQ "'•~•• tor 1 • • tcl•on 
tstol-o.or' 

Mlll"!leptl Alld ICY urn 
&vr "'0'01"! loor. t 

E ; b t vo .. ·s ru d f\9 w lh • 
d llrod I'll CUI the r bi cr' l I Ol'lt 

of tht tlO "'' p a~u Et 9 b. t vo'"'' 
r.o• rt\ d rg w ttl H • d •'riel, c· whO 
w tMI lb't'lt !rom 1~1 d s•rc• C'1 
tt-• dly ol t .elton, mtf IPP y 11'1 pf'"'S-(11'1 
or tn writ tv,J tc tN Coun!y .-.vd 'Ct 
•• eun "~'on, IO'N41 •or · lbMf'I'N 
tNII ots · Eleh •PP oefll'\t tor en 1tKtr ·u 
b1 1c1 '"''' st•·• h' n1m1. ru dto'\Ct 
CCII 01'1, ll'ld ICfllo- o l .. ,d O"'M; 

0" posnnfd. 11"1C1 ln'lerftt lhwe•" 
$1a1'9 S.Ool ConlMYitron Comm'"" 
8 f. Wlyn.e CIUf 

11'1 ~t7.'b1n-' · ~lG-11. 

Soil Distrid 
Election Feb~ 12 

SoU Cons ervation District Com­
mhsloner, Henry Dockendorl! of 
Danville announced that the bien­
nial election for dis trict com­
missioner s will be he ld at the 
Farm ervlce Company meeting 
on February 12, 1970. 

According to the di strict 
!;pokesman, three commls ­
sioners will be elected this year. 
t • Bec~u~e of changes authorized 
by the last legislature, we are 
shifting from a three man to a 
five man board," Dockendorff 
states. " This will aUow broader 
representative across the dis­
trict." 

Candidates for the three open­
ings lnch.de, . s . Barton or Med­
iapolis , Clyde Scherer of Bur· 
Ungton, Albert Schultz of Flint 
River Township, Darrell Tucker 
of P leasant Grove Township and 
\1 Ullarn Vierling of Huron Town· 
ship. 

The candidate gaining the most 
votes will automatically be elect­
ed to the s lx year term, accord­
ing to Dockendorll. Second high 
r eceives the four year term and 
third wil l be 0 .1 a two ye ar te rm. 

All land owners or operators on 
the Soil Conservation Dl5trict 
are eligible to vote. 

Harold Yohe of Mediapolis, 
present district cbalrman, will 
be r etiring from the board after 
a s lx year term. Rex Troute of 
Burlington will remain on the 
board. 

scs Votes 
On eb. 12 

The biennial election lor Des pandmg !he board .,rrom three I 
Moines county soil conservati~ t~ h ve members. The larger 

. . . board will allow broader repre-
district conum.>Siooers Will be sentalion across the district," 
held at Memorial auditorium m commented Henry Dockoodorf! 
Burlington Feb. 12. of Danville, a member of the 

There will be three conunis· commis.s1oners. 

sioners elected this year Candidates lor the three 
because of change_s authonzed , openings are s. s. Bartoo of 
by the 1969 leglS!ature, ex· Mrdiapolis, Clyde Scherer of 

Burllogt.on, Albert Scbultz of I 
F lint Rher township, Darrell 
Tucker of Pleasant Grove 
town hlp. and William VIer­
ling of Huron township. 

The candidate gaining the 
most votes will ser\·e a 6-year 
term, second-high the 4 year 
term and the third place vote­
g•''er will be on a 2-year term 

·term. 
All landowner~ or operators 

in the county are eligible to 

vote , Dockendorff said. 
Harold Yohe of Mediapolis, 

district chairman, will be 
retir ing from the board after 
a 6-year term. Rex Tr e of 
Burlington Is holdover 
member. 

S. S. Barton, Yellow Sprmg 
township Clyde Scherer, t:nion 
township, Albert Schulz, Flint 
River township; Darrell TUcker, 
Pleasant Grove township and 
w ·uam V1erling, Huron 
to\\nship, are candidates lor 
three vacanc1es oo the Des 
~tomes County Soil District 
Board of Commissioners who 
will stand lor e I e c t I o n 
Thursday 

The polls will be open from 
It a m. to 2 p.m. at the Bur­
lington ~lemonal Auditonum. 
The board is being expanded 
from three to hve members. 

Haro!d Yohe, ~led1apolis, 
Henry Dockendorff, Danville, 
and Rex Troute of Burlington 
are the present commissioner•. 
Landowners and farm operators 
wdl vote m the electiOn, 

Three New Men 
On Soil Board 

New commissioners ~ the (59 votes) will start a 4-year 
newly-expanded Des Moines te rm and Vterling 151 votes) 
County Soil Co n ser v a l i on begins a 2-year term when the 
district board will be Albert new board holds Jts organlz.a­
Sch·llz. F lint River townsh1p; liooal meeiing Monday mght. 
S S. Barton. Yellow Springs 
twp.; and Wilham Vierling. Also on. the agend.a for the 
Huron t;,.,.·p. con~enah()n dtslrtct !i_ sesslon 

Thoc;e '"inn('rs we re 
announced Thur.d ay rugbt 
after elections to r eplace 
outgoing C o m m i s s i o n e r 
Harold Yobe, Mediapolis, and 

Monday is a discuss1on 1\ith 
Boy Scout leaders on the 
prospects of starting a 
con er••a tion~ri ented E>plor­
ers post in tbe count)·. 

to expand from three to !i.e Carry-over members are 
the number of eats on the Henry Dockoodor((, Damille, 
board as authorized by the and Rex Troule, Burlington. 
Iowa legislature last year. The election was held In 

C<l<>rdJna \lon with the annual 
Schulz, lop vote-getter wi th Farm Services meeting a t 

62 ba llots, takes over Yohe's Memorial auditorium here. 

6-year lull term, while Barton I 

SOIL CONSERVATION 
ELECTIONS HELD 
An e lection !or s oil conserva­

tion dis trict commissioners was 
held Thursday, F eb. 12, at Bur­
lington to choos e three new offi­
cer s for the Des Moines Councy 
District. BaUo~ was held at 
the Municipal Auditorium In con­
nection with the annual Farm Ser ­
vices meeting, and those elected 
wer e Albert Schulz f:rom Flint 
River Towns hip, S.S. Barton from 
Yellow Springs Towns hip and 
\1 llllam Vierling of Hw-on Town­
ship. 
Albert Schulz, having received 

H E "i R Y DOCKE"iDORF I 
Danville, was ele<ted chatrman 
of the Des Moines County Soil 
diStrict commtsstoncr5 and Rex 
Troute, Rt. I, vice president, at 
the board meeting held since the 
electioo or three new mcmbe s 
on Febr 12. 

Harold Lmdrr, Sperry 11as 
reelected secretary and Horace 
Sutton, Burlington, 11 a• reJected 
treasurer Lmdcr nd ut'on an" 
not mr"lbers of the board of 
conunissloners. 

Other COfllllllSsioners are S S 
Barton. Mediapol!s, Albert 
Schulz. Rt. 3, and W11liam VIer­
ling, ~led1apolis: a.ll elected on 
the 12th to el<pand the board 
~rom three to ftve me-mbers 

Harold Yohc, also of Mer'i­
apolis. completed a Stx·;ear 
t~rm oo the board of conunis· 
swners 

the highest number of votes with 
62, will a ss ume the s ix year 
term being vacated by present 
comml•sioner Harold Yohe of 
MediapoUs . S. S. Barton with 59 
votes takes on a four year term 
and WUUam Vierling . with 51 
votes takes the two year term. 
Henry Dockendorff of Danville 
and Rex Troute of Burllngton 
are carry~ver members mak­
ing up the new five man board 
of commissioners. 

An organizational meetingpfthe 
new board i s planned Cor Monday, 
Feb. 16, at which time, the com­
missioners wlll meet with Boy 
Scout repres entatives to dis cuss 
prospects of organi zing a con­
servation oriented el<plore r pos t 
In the area. 

Walt's 
words 

C'ongratulatwn to H a r o 1 d 
"ohe, Yellow Spnn" tov. n h1p 

1 mer "ho has Just complt'led 
a G 'c.tr term a Dt•s Moines 
c unt) soil dtstrict commission· 

Harold did not run for rC' 
cl tion. A big thilnk you lor 
ob v.cll done. Harold We kno\\ 
u ""'II keep on boo~ting .soil 
''"" as you ha"·e on your own 
m 



WHILE WE\ THER ha< not 
been conduche to fl~ld work 
,r earth-movmg the earth-

mover•, like the farmers have 
been able to do some work 

Work has been star:ed on 
three ero~10n control dams m 
the De.. Moine.s Cot:nty Park 
Area <n Franklin Townsh:p. 

IT liAS BEE'II PO IBLE to 
do some Ide work gell<ng a 
start on early sprmg work or 
rather some winter work m 
before spring. H e r b e r t 
Scheih:ng, Franklin township. 
has been able to mstali nearly 
a mile or plastic tile the pa<l 
few weeks. Kenneth Ba :rd, 
north of Mediapolis, has drained 
a large area with nearly two 
miles or tile. 

IN TilE WESTERN part of 
Yellow Spnng township, south 
ol ~lorniog Sun, Talmage 
\leharry has JOtned with 
Rachel ~larsha:I in installing a 
10-inch tJ!e outlet across the 
~larshall farm Thts '"II make 
possible the dralnage of a small 
water hed includmg the 
establishment of tile mtake 
terraces. 

0 THE SCHROCK Farms, 
lJl Huron townshtp, some tile 
have been placed to supplement 
a ti:e drainage s y s t e m 
established some 70 years ago 

Looks hk(' the flu rpldC'IlliC' h.IS 
a bout run its course Ge-org<' Rob· 
crt and \'elma Orr of th<" \Jcd­
Japoh~ Farm Srni('<" Ele\ a tor 
arc back at "ork \\ ith the full 
~tall on lht ;ob '" the offtt·c 
Mr< \!itdred Klimhopf of the soil 
conscn atlon ofhce 1s back agam 
The flu look her o.ff the job the 
\1.-cck she c~mr back from a Ion" 
illness e 

Harry Bryant, area conserva 
hon•st for the Soil Conservation 
Scn·1cc will start colle~r work 
at Wtstern Illinois Communitv 
He ""all continue to work a bout 
2 days per wcrk 

Thr Des Momrs Countv Soil 
Conservation District rrpo~t .has 
brcn mailed to most farm<'r 10 

thr county. If you dtd not rrrctvc 
a copy cntl the SCS off1ce in 
the Fcdcrot Bu1tdm~. 

I ll 

CIUSEL PLOWING has some 
advantages of being able to 
apply anhydrous fertilizer with 

Systems 
ASk Church Aid In Cut Costs 

the cliliel. This incor1porates "Fanners visited · th I about ooe-fourth of the trash I Washington county. tour hav 
mto topsoil, Jeavmg the used many combmattons < 

I remainder as a mulch to these basic systems to fit thei 
protect t soil. A simple particular farm problems, 
disking ahead of planting will Dewey points out. "Many area 
take care of last m•nute weed of Des Moine.s county coul 

Soil Stewardship Fanners can cut corn and 
bean production costs by $5 to 
$10 an acre, according to the 
experience of fanners who have 
been using reduced tillage and 
mulch tillage systems. 

control. b<!nefit from mulch tillage," h 
. continues. "particularly th 

ROTARY ~U.AGE mvolves level SOlis of the levee distrtl 
a flail type hller, and IS most 11here wind erosion could b 
effective when used in a narrow halted by the mulch cover •· 
band. A 10 to IS.IIlch bam lS Farmers interested in redu< 
rotary tilled ahead of tbe ed tillage systems shoul 

Resource.; and R•mewal 11 ill 
be th~ mam theme of natiooal 
So1l Stew•rd.shtp Week ~lay 3-
10 

Henry Dockendorff of Dan­
ville, district chairman of the 
De' \Joines C'ounty Soil Con­
sen:ation di trict. said a 
brochure spotlighting this 
theme ba. been mailed to all 
pastors in tbe county "urging 
celebration of Ibis important 
werk in area ('hurches." 

be 11idely u.<ed tn Des ~hine.s 

county dunng Sotl Stewardship 
week , ' Dockendorff satd. He 
explained that the brochure 
''brmgs out that although soil 
stewardship is a major respon· 
sibility in rural areas, the fu. 
lure of cities also depends upon 
our care of the land ... 

A recent field study in Wash­
ington county by smt conserva­
hooists and extension service 
agronomtsls points up the 
value.s of these new approlK'heS 
to cropping 

Des Moines County Di.slrict 
Conservationist Ralph E 

planter. Then the_ llllage area I con. tact the soil cmservatio 
IS changed to eulv1late the area service or enension servic 
between rows. This leaves a offtce.s in Burlington 
good natural mulch on the 
surlace until the corn plant can 
leaf out to protect the ground. 

RIDGE PLANTING bas an 
advantage on cool, wet soils, SOil s:ellard.-;hip tni'Oives 

Dewey attendmg the C<In­
ference, said reduced tillage 
practices are spreading to 
southeast Iowa from western 
counties. 

··we hope lh1s booklet 11ill 

acceptmg the responsibthly to 
renew the resources wh1ch arc 
bemg drained from the land, 
Dockendorrr satd. "Western Iowa felt the need 

for mulch tillage earlier in 
order to conserve their limited 
soil moisture," Dewey state.s. 
"Progressive fanners in 
e ern Iowa see the value of 
reduced tillage 1n tenns of 
savings in time and money." 

in that the ridge is left several 
inches high and will dry out 
and wann up earlier in spring. 
In this method crops are 

Large Amount 
Of Conservation 

The last year o! the decade oC 
the 1960's showed a continued 
Interest or De• Moines Count;y 
farmers to conser\•e thelr reoo 
malnlng soil, according to figure& 
presented by the U.S. Soil Con­
servation Service In Burl.lng!on. 
D1 trlct Conservationist Ralph 
E. Dewey point' out that despite 
a tight money situation, local 
farmers still see the value o! 
In ves~ In sound ero loo 
control. 
Topping the list o! accomplish­

ments is nearly .25 miles o! tile 
outlet terracing, the third b[g­
ge•t year In the history ot Des 
Moines County Soil Conservation 
Distrlcl The Corl;y-six erosion 
control dams construcwd In 1969 
nearly doubles any previous work 
in any year. 

"During the pa't ten years, 
construction o! waterways hru. 
Callen off to some extent," Dewey 
claims. "A big !actor in this 
trend is tho use or tile outlet 
terracing, which eliminates tho 
need !or leaving grass wawr­
ways on much or the fields." 
"Tile drainage is es entia! to 

tho success or ourwrraclngpro­
gram," the conservationist con­
tinues. .,Over a quarter of a 
million reel or tile was installed 
in 1969 - most or it in connection 
with terrace outlets.'· 
Other accomplishments In 

ero,ion control during the year 
Included 982 acres or pasture 
Improvement, •ix !arm ponds, 
28 acre or grass waterways, 17 
acres of tree planting, !our rnlles 
ot open drains and conversion of 
3170 acres or rough land to wild­
lite areas. 

pl•nted right in the old ridge 
without plowing or disking 
Cultivation is done by bringing 
!.rash up from between the 
rows. 

THE '0 TILL method uses 
a special fluted coulter to open 

Four Systems up and prepare a narrow (2-
Four major systems have inch! band for planting. Herbi­

proven successful In cuttmg sot! etces are used for weed control 
and water lo55es without cutting and the soil between rows is 
crop yield.-;. With certain untouched. This sytem can be 
modifications, one of these used even in old pastures by 
methods should be suited to any killing the grass ahead of 
!ann situation. ~ planting. 

City Dweller Also Ha·s 
Stake In Conservation, 

Both the farmer and the ctty cases, steep banks on sides of 
dweller have a stake in cutting roads led to erosion. 

Proper conservation prac­
tices, such as terracing and 
dams, on a 40-acre tract could I 
hold back as much as two 
million gallons of water and, 
in a year's time, keep 500 tons 
of stlt from movtng mto lakes 
and ponds, he said. 

soil erosion and silt problems, Soil and Water Conservation 
Ralph De11ey, d i st ric t Week starts Sunday. While 
conservationist, told the "polluUon" bas r e ce n tty 
Kiwanis club Thursday. become a JlO'IIUlar word, the 

Des Mol.ies County oil 
Conservation di tricl has been 
fighting pollution for 25 years, 
he asserted. 

Ralph 

Conservation, he poinU!d out, 
The local soil conservation applies to rural clutter as well 

district has been in operation as urban litter. 
smce 1965, and, in 1967, silt The first Des Moines County 
was officially recognized as a Soil Conservation district board 
pollutant, he satd. was made up of Noah Schrock, 

Farmers. caught in the price- John Blaul and Edward Cling. 
cost squeeze, he said turn to Other men who have been 

On farms, "not only does U1e the Soil Conservation Sevice, a· board members are Howard 
land become more productive federal agency, for help. ThisiGieselman, K<nneth Redfern, 
for the farmer, but tt becomes help includes a soil survey, Hugh Jamison, Homer Wood­
more val~able and. adds to the evaluation of con d i ti on s , I ward, Walter E)'Te, Jack pill­
tax total, he explamed. development &nd application of mg, Theodore Berning, Eugene 

And proper land use, he a plan to cut siliing and erosion. Schulte, Art Corman, Harold 
pointed out, can conserve and The Soil Conservation Service, Yohe and present board mem­
preserve public land. he said, aids indJviduals and bers Henry Dockendorff, chair­

He ctted two cases where both groups as well as governmentadman; Rex Troute, William 
the Ctly and county have erred units such as Burlington and I Vierhng. S. S. Barton and 
at a cost to taxpaye~s . In both West Burlington. Albert Schulz. 



The earth 15 the Lord'! and 
the fulne.s thereof; the world 
and they that dwell !herem. 
Psalms 24-1. 

St•wardshlp of the soil is an 
emotional thmg - a moral 
standard for most farmers, but 
il's an econorruc thing as "ell. 

The benefit! ba,·e been 
demonstrated by Des Moines 
county farmers wbo have 
reclaimed eroded gulleys, 
renewed p a s t u r e I a n d , 
lmp111ved fertility and "nailed 
down" the soil tbrough 
terracing and contouring. 

Faced with the 
paymenl.s, a local rn~l<Prv>•ti>n-' 
i<t was unperturbed. •·'•'be 11o111::JIIIL:II:::Z:ool----'"""'..t 

• farmers know that lana 
improvement pays. They will 
go ahead with the practices thai 
add to the value of their land, De11·ey estimated that 5,000 
many of which give tmmediate acres have complete control of 
returns on their investment.~~ erosion through terrace systems 

The 110vernment's share of installed m the past 10 years, 
tho Agrtcullure Conservation 4.000 acres controlled by lhe 
Program in Des Moines counly 230 dams, and approximately 
tho past 10 years was $699.906 3,000 acres controlled by lhc 
It i! estimated that farmers 171 farm ponds. ' Thts amounts 
themselves have spent an addi· lo about 20 complete sections 
!tonal $t million in soil and. of land under permanent 
water conservation practices 

1

. eroston control, ' he noted. 
duing this period. . 

Dur!ng .'969 there were 4: Farme~;'::,~~s~l:~:r:med as 
parllctpatmg farms, nearly dtStrtcl commiSsioners in the 
per cent of the total m th•tt960 c E p 11· 1 t h · . th $65 

000 
s were . 1 mg. ~ edta· 

~oun y, s armg 10 e ' polis; Theodore Berning. 
m federal funds under the ACP \MediapoliS., \\alter E, r e 
program. Burlington· Eugene S h It 

Topping lhe list of . ' c u e, r h 
1 

I I b Burlington , .\rthur Corman, 
accomp IS mens n e Sperry: Henry Dockendorff, 
county last year Is nearl~ t5 Danville: Harold Yo he , 
miles ~~ tile outlet terracmg, Mediapolis, and Rex Troule, 
the lhtrd biggest _year In the \Burlington. The lastlhree listed 
history o! the soil consen'a· are the present commissioners. 
lion dlslTtcl. In addttion, Horace Sutton of 
In addition. there were 5,711 Burlington has served as 

acres of pasture unprovement district treasurer and Harold 
in the past decade, 479 acres of Lmder of Sperry as dtstrtcl 
waterways installed, 171 farm seeretary. 
ponds buill, 230 erosion control, 
dams, 222,000 feet of open 
drains, 437 acres or tree plant­
ing and 2.300 acres of wildlife 
areas provided. 

A total of 10 teachers 11ere 
given scholar hips helping 
them to attend the Teachers 
Conservation Camp a t l 
Springbn>ok stale park. 

Ra1ph Dewey, district 
·conservationist, said 1969 saw Ser• 10g as di ;.tnd consena-

4& eroston control dams lionists were Ray H Audsi<Y 
constructed, nearly doubling whO retired m 1965. John H 
any previous work in a smgle Baker, who transferred lo the 
ear. Office of Inspector General in 

"During the past 10 years. 19&9, and Dewey, who came in 1 
construclton of waterways has last July Jack Jacobs, who 
fallen off to some extent," he resigned m 19&& after 12 years, 
sald. "A big factor in this trend and Harry N. Bryant have been 
i! the U5e of tile ouUet1conservation technicians and 
terracmg, which eliminates the Mtldred Kleinkopf is district 
need for leaving g r a s s clerk. 
waterways on much of the 
fields. 

''Tile drainage Is essential 
to the success of our terracing 
program," De\\ey said. •·o~er 
a quarter of a million feet 
of tile was installed in 1969 
- most of it in connection 
with terrace outlets." 

t'i7o 

Jill<'E H-%0 has b e e n 
designated for the observance 
of Soil and Water Conservation 
Week by Iowa Gov. Robert D. 
Ray. 

We h3\e noticed many 
streams thai have flowed dear, 
and wtthout the usual load of 
silt from fields. Our reasons 
for this situation we have slated 
above. Which leads us to the 
observation that progress is 
being made agamst the causes 
of soil erosion. Much work 
remains to be done but we are 
making progress. Of that we 
are sure. 

The major soil-saving project 
or Keith Renner. west of 
Danville, is the building of 
di,·erston terraces on the 
former Wes Ewmger !arm 
south of ~oode Pari<, to protect 
crop land from hillside nmoff. 

Some brushY timberland is I 
being cleared and control p~ac­
tices establtshed. His dtverstons 
will protect some 30 acres of 
cropland. 

Keith is also building an 
erosion control dam and 
protectmg it with a llle outlet 
terrace near an old building 
sil•. This terrace will enable 
him to join two fields that were 
separated by a ditch. HIS future 
plans include terracing and 
drainage conlrol to fit in with 
some terracing on the Robert 
Fahlgren farm. above him, 
which had been previously 
terraced. 

R E R B E R T SCH ICKER, 
Huron townshtp, has re<'Cntly 
completed a terracing project 
on his farm 

This work includes about 
tbree-fourlhs mile of earth· 
moving and about the same 
length of tile drainage outlets. 
The terrace controls drainage 
of about 15 acres o! cropland 
that would ha\'e been 
impractical to farm on the 
contour Seven tile intakes have 
broekn up the drainage pattern 
into small section for control. 

This work has made a far 
more practical farming setup 
than before the terraces were 
buill. Any erosion from the held 
is almost completely checked. 

li 
.; 

Hawk­
Eyetenls 

Welcome To 
The Battle 

By The Pros! 
(In the following letter to The 

Hawk-E)'e, Ralph Dewey, district con­
servationist for Des Moines county, 
expresses tbe feelings of. many upros" 
who have labored long in the batUe 
to save our environment.-Ed.) 

At first 1 had a feeling o! desolation­
sort of like being left off lhe team-as 
I saw the journalistic culmination of the 
local efforts of "Earth 
Day-April 22". 

After 22 years of eli 
fort on my own part and 
literally thousands of 
man years of service 
and devotion to the cause 
of soil and water con­
servation by conserva­
tionists in Iowa, to sec 
lhe Soil Conservation 
District program com- Dewey 
pletely ignored as a "Friend of Environ­
ment" was a little hard to swallow 

Sober reflection, howP\'er, has shown 
me that I· am indeed thankful that a 
large segment or the populace is at last 
becoming concerned enough to join tjhe 
battle that a large number o! rural­
oriented Iowans have carried on for the 
last 20 to 30 years. 

The Soil Conservation district pro­
gram, begun in Iowa in the early 194U's, 
started in Des Moines county in Feb­
ruary of 1946. A dozen or more devoted 
local farm men have served with no 
salary to direct the district as commis­
sioners since then. They have done 
everything within their power to encour­
age their neighbors to join them in 
making better use or their land. 

Des Moines County Soil Conserva­
Uon District is primarily a land-use 
agency. It is operated from the "grass­
roots". Its cooperators voluntarily fol­
low conservation plans to "use'' their 
land while balling nmo!f (rom the land. 

Orarited. progr.,;s has been slo1v 
Working with a total or nearly 1.200 land­
users in 25 years, we have probably 
brought under control of erosion no more 
than one-third of the area of lhe county . 
SlliL the district has be•n here, quietly 
helpmg people to do this job on a vol­
untary basis. 

Agricultural land is now being recog­
nized as the greatest source of !l"llution 
to our streams. Agreed. It likely always 
has been this. But people, guiding their 
efforts at the local level, through soil 
conservation districts, have been doing 
something about the problem. Consider, 
if you will, the condition our streams 
might be in had these rural people not 
gone to the trouble or controlling one­
third or the problem. 

Soil Conservation districts have 
been hamstrung for a generation be­
cause they have not been able to get 
lbe public stirred up about •rnslon of 
our natural resources. \\'ilhout public 
concern. too lillie support bas been 
forthcoming ia either slate or national 
legislative bodies to provide a Iorge 
enough program to "Get the job done". 

We are grateful to the press for the 
thousands or inches or publicity, freely 
given, over the years. We are grateful 
lo the many educators who have shown 
concern for the need of conservation 
~ducation. 

But, obviously, the public has tuned 
>Ut our warnings through the press with­
>Ut finding a cause for concern . And 
~ducators have found conservation not 
oopular enough to integrate into their 
::urricuta. 

Sudd_enly, we are lbe J:UYS wearing 
the wbtte bats. Conservation ol the 
en~ironmenl is BIG. It is EXCITING. 
It IS POPULAR. 

We professional and non-professional 
oonservatlonisl.s may feel like saying, 
''We told you so!" But, rather, we are 
o;o relieved to have this groundswell of 
public opinion backing up what we have 
been promoting, that we can only say, 
''Thanks, friends, and welcome to the 
bailie. 

"May we. offer our expertise to yours 
to gel our environment back in order!" 
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tion Week 
Soil Erosion Tour Marks Soil, Water Conser~3. 

li, <irlMtcud 

(A Inn .Parrott) 

C0;"11P \CT TO Crt arran~tement allows visi­
tor~ to trawl at most 2 ' z miles f rom Danville to 
~<ee as many ~s nine farms impro' ed by construe­
lion of parall el tile-outlet terraces. Fa rms on the 
~oil Conservation Week tour at·e: Blakeway, 
fa rmed by .\ian Parrott, Dick ' lapel. \. '1. Wago­
ner. Ha rold Gr inste1d, Henn Oorkendorff. Robert 
Oetken, John Seymour, I'tobert Seymour and 
Ernest Ludeman. 

This. is Soil and Water Con- of Danville as the focal point servation Program of ASCS, as slopes to be farmed. In this of runoff water In a heavy 
servalton Week m Iowa. June of local ac1tv1ty for Con- , well as ftnanc1al help from the way, runoff water is halted rain. Also, the field will retain 
14-2t has been designated by servalton Week. . Stale Conse,·vation Commission, before it gathers force to erode. up ta 500 tons of sil t each 
Gov. Robert E .. Ray for thts i The accompanytng sketrh farmers have been encouraged . war which \< ould have 
e~ent as loc•i sotl conservatton map shows points of mtercst to use this valuable practice" 2. E\ces, \< alcr held behtnd ~ov~d toward Geode Lake. 
dtslrtcts prepare for Ute 33rd I for those wishing to have a I The principles of tile outlet the terrace rtdges ts d1verted , 
celebralton of the we<:)>. . 1Iook at what our farmers are ' terracing are explained by Dis- tnto underground. !tie. hnes . 'Our district _cooperators 

Des . ~tomes . County Sotl Con- domg lo prevent erosion. lrict Conservationist Ralph through slotted p1pe mtakes. hsted on the mapwtli be happy 
servalton Dtslrtct chatrman "Ttle outlet terraces have Dewey of the Soil Conservalton These are the corrugated metal to tell you of the1r expertences 
Henry Dockendorf( of Danville. been widely accepted in Des Service: ptpes you wtll see slickmg out 

1 
with ~~rracing," the chairman 

has announced a self-conducted . ~Joines county." Dockendorff 1. Erosion is controlled by of the ground m the lo\1 spots , satd Most or them have ter­
tour of erosion control work in said. "With cost share help placing terrace ridges at of terraced ftelds . By removmg,raccd one fteld, then returned 
the Geode W< tershed area west f r o m the Agricultural Con- regular intervals across the the excess water through tile to us for more help. 

systems, crops can make thetrl ''This Qroves to us that 

C Sh • I I best growth. 1modern terracing , •~ indeed the 
• 3. Terrace channels are best erosion control practice yet ost aring ncrease In graded to take surface water developed," he concludes. "We 

away from low or flat areas, hope that many ~axpaying citi· 'f •I 0 I T w l I where it is mchned to stand zens Will take this tour to see 'I e U t et errace or {. and drown out crops. 1:u~a\~s~u~:;n~e~~:ce~o !'~~~e~ 
4. Many small waterways are reduce pollution" 

I eliminated. so there is no 
Tile outlet lerraces have "These funds ha' e been 1 "Co,ts of earthmonng and 1 problem of trying to keep them 

gamed great favor amoog spent on about 80 fa rms in li!e dramage are the greatest sodded and protected from 
farmers over . the past four Des Moines county," Thornton deterrent to terrace building," chemtcal damage. 
years, accordmg to reports said. "And the fa rmers have according to district con- 5· Row arrangement is gen­
from Des ~lomrs county ofhces . . . erally m straight 1 1 n e s . 
of the Sod Conservation Service spent at least tbat amount scrvaltomst Ralph _E. De\\ey, T e r r a c e s are parallel, 
and Agricul•url' Stabilization and more of their own money of the Sot! Conscrvalton Servtce. which docs away with point row 
and Conser\d'ion Service. to get the job done. "Wtthout the cost sharing of problems. 

V Dean_~ Thornton, ASCS '"The ACP cost sharing pr()- ACP, there would be little Dewey points out that the de-
ofhce m:rn.~ger, pomts to the gram has been moving l~>ward oocouragement for a farmer to velopment of ltle oulle_t terraces 
gradual tncrease each )ear 111 1 . h help himself to the practice. to conform wtlh stratght r o w 
cost sharing funds used by local long-term practices sue •s f I h I d t 

· terracmg over the years " the "To gain complete control of arm ng as < o greater 
farmers for terracmg. ASCS If' . 1 . d ' "Th . . 

1 
Iarmer acceptance of this type 

~ o tcta . conlmue . e eros1on through ttle out et ter-, of erosion control . 

z ,.. 11~ .. 
z~ 

1966 22 
1967 26 
1968 28 
1969 30 
t970' 35 

•tEstimatcd) 

• county committee has had a racmg may cost a farmer as 
i! ~ ~ big JOb of allocating cost share h 25 1 50 dollars per Dockendorh stated that 
u ~ ~; ,funds fatrly, w1lh an e}e to11ard muc as 0 

. e.ery 40-acre field using tlle 
I! the greatest beneht to the acre-" 1 he con..o;en-aUontst, outlet tcnaces in tbe Geode 

$17.6.18 22 public. states. \latershed can control as 
22.037 30 •· we feel that thts pracll('e, ' Des \lo1nes county farmers~ much as two million gallons 
24.650 33 terracmg, has become one of are p1oncers 10 use of I his t~ pe 
20.55t 33 1the outslandlllg wa) s to prevent of complete eros ton control, and 
30 000 40 erosion and to secure a lastmg are to be commended for thctr 

' •farm mcome.'' sot! ste11ardshtp acltvtlles." 
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NATURE'S ART as seen from 
'fosquito Park in Burlington is l>oint­
ed out to Missil<sippi Rher Parkway 
Commi"'ion National Pilot Ray Eck­
stein, Cassville, Wis., a n d Richard 
'(orpel, Bellevue, chairman of the 
Iowa patkway commi ion by Mrs. 

Helen Colby • chulte of Ft. :\ladi~n. 
'Irs. Schulte is a past "mner of the 
commission's Great River Road art 
contest. This year's contest closes 
.July :l. \lit h a\\ards to be made July 
12 at Dubuque. The I~" " commtsston 
met in Burlington Sa turd") 

Parkway Group In 
Lool{ At Boat Days 

Tho H \ WK-El'E 

DES MOINES COU;\TY officials review the 
values of a standard soil survey with st.ate soil sci­
entists. From left are Jim Hodges, county extension 
director; Albert chulz, soil district commissioner 
(seated); Les Hamilton, supervisot·s chairman; Wil­
son T. Moon, state conservationist: Dr. Tom Fen­
ton, Iowa Experiment Station, and County Asses­
sor Paul Rynell. 

Soil Survey 
Discussed 

Stat<! officials in soU con-'agricultural land," the conserva­
servation discussed the value.s tionlst slAted. ''Therefore, many 
of a standard soil survey lor assessors are seUing aside 
O.:s Moinos Coooty with county funds to hurry up the comple­
and 'local representatives la•t lion of the survey in their 
week at the Federal Building. areas." 

The meeting, sponsored by County assessor Paul Rynell 
the Des Moines County Soil emphasized how valuable soil 
Conservation District, was survey will be lor his appraisal 

ed bl 1 poll lion attended by 30 persons repre- work. C1!y plaooer Craig Eaton The Mtssiss1ppi River Park- Ray Eckstein, Cassville, Wlc., cuss pro ems 0 d u senting the county government, pointed out the use of the soil 
way Commission mel here Sat- Richard Norpel, Belle' ue, anThd zonmg tldondg ~ r';" S per city of Burlington and rural' inventory lor sound planning 
urday, got a Steamboat Days Iowa Commission chairnwn, . eywmc

1
'
1

11 e R un Y ~nty- communities. and zoning and better land use. 
look at Burlington as an attrac- and F. W. Robinson, \fissouri vLSor a ace a)cr, 
lion on the Great River Road, chairman, rode In the Steam- Eng01cer Ken Sm1th. County State Cnservll'l'onlst Wilson 
and discussed the road's future boat Days parade I n So1i Conservationist R a I P b T. Moon of Des Moines 
in Des Moines county. acknowledgement of the Dewey, County E <tension rcxplatned bow the ,work in 

The !().member 1 ow a Importance of the anniiBI Agent James Hodges and soil survey h• buift up In 

Dr. Tom Fenton, agrooom· 
lsi with the Iowa Agricultural 
Experiment Sllatlon, told the 
group bow much better the 
new survey will be than the 
original survey of 1921. '·The 
original surveyor mapped as 
much as 4,000 acres per day, 
u log the limited ~-nowledge 
of that time," be stated. 

commLSsion _ one from each celebration to Mississippi Cbambor of Commerce Tourism Iowa during the past lew 
county along the r:ver border river tourism. cba~rman Bob Geren. years mainly due to the 
of the state, was JOined here . Also attending was Donald demand by county govern-
by (our \hssouri com- At a luncheon '" Hotel Bur- John..'!OO, \lt. Plcas.Jnl tale mentlor the lnlormation. 
mts toner<. lmgton. the mterslate group Sot! Conservahon Servt<-e and •. . 

was jomed . by Des. MOI!X'-' Derby Thompson, chairman or Both COUI!ty and City as-
!oiatlooal Pilot tcbairman) County spoke.'n!en \\ho diS- t~e Iowa Highway Conunissi 5e.'Sars are hnding soli survey 

''The 1970 soil surveyor will 
map from 500 to 600 acres per 
day, using modem techniques 
and th<l knowledge gained over 
th' past 50 years." 

Other Iowa park\\ ay com­
missioners attending were John 
McCormally. Burlington vice 
chall'Dian; and George Ascbom, 
Lansing; Stephen Delaney, 
Clinton; Gary Engebretson., 
Decor:>.h: Mrs. Carl Ma)<lrs, 
Keokuk; !van Dull, .-ecretary, 
Dubuque; Harry M c K e e , 
Muocahne: A Fred Berger, 
Pleasant Valley and Charles B 
Mlllham. Guttenberg Wtves of 
most of the commbs1oners at· 
tended the lurx·heon 

Gu•.>ls of honor at the lun<b­
con were Mrs. C~arence Moody, 
w1dow of the late cha~nnan of 
the commi"'ion, and Mrs. Helen 
Colby Sehulte. Ft. ~ladison. 
winner of the 1968 Great Rl\er 
Road art cont.., . 

Thompson gave the group a inlom1ailon highly valuable in 
report on road de\elopmcnts 10 setting equitAble evaluations on 
Lee and Scott counties. 

The Great River Road in 
De< ~Joines county lollo\l<s 
Hwy. !Ill from the north couoty 
line to Burlington, Main 

trcet to Crapo P.drk, \Jadi­
son Road, old 61 and US 61 
to the Lee county line. 

The soil scientist went on «> 
expla10 that the original report 
merely showed the location of 
a limited number of soil types 

_ and a brief description ollbern. 
Further action from Des The modern survey includes 

\loines County is pending, until information about chemical 
the county conference board content, phys1cal properties, 
meets to decide on entering the and many recommendations lor 
program. . engmeering, agricultural and 

Supervisor Merle Kelly sa•d other uses. 
thiS week: "The board d1s- . 
cussed the soil survey; that's Moon Answers Quen~s 
about as far as it went. The Aller dcscrtblng the way In 

l 1 tbe big thing." which COUI!ty, stale and federal 
cos s lund, are m thiS pro)Cet, 

Moon fielded many questions 
from t!!e l[l'oup 

IN PLEAS.\1\'T G R 0 V E 
lo"n..<hip, ea of , 'ew London. 
Dwight Slucker is completing 
two proJects designed to 
prevent pollution trom Iris 
feedlots. 

The latest project imolv 
diverling wat~r from t slope 
above the lot lo a dry dam 
m an adJOining gully. An intake 
into a tile system runmng under 
~be feedlot carnes tbe water 
safely away from the area. In 
the event of a two-:nch rain, 
this arrangement will keep a 
million and a hall gallons of 

• water from running across the 
feed lot; a big help in 
preventing pollulion of slreams. 

ERVIN BOHLEN has ju.st 
completed a set of tile outlet 
l<!rrace, on his diverted aorrs 
JUSt west of the Des Moines 
oounty farm. 

In constructing about a mile 
of terraces, he is controlhng 
runoff from about 40 acres of 
sloping land. 

In addition, this project is 
providing Bohlen an improved 
tile drainage system lor the wet 
land on his farm. The clearing 
and straiglltening of an old 
creek bed has added much to 
the appearance and value of 
the farm 

LEIF LO~IO and Dr. Ted 
Mazur, owners of another Flint 
River township farm have 
completed another e r o s i o n 
control dam in the gullied sec­
tion of the farm. 

This is to be protected by 
installing hie outlet terraces 
above the pond. These struc-~ 
lures will make croppipg easier 
on these fields and alford an 
excellent water supply for many 
uses. 

ROBERT OETKEI< and A. M 
Wagner have o o m p I e t e d 
terracing projects in the Geode 
Lake watershed near Danville. 
These projects are cost-shared 
with state and federal lund, to 
encourage the prevention of silt 
runoff and reduce silting In the 
lake. These two farms have 
controlled runoff from more 
than 200 acres of cropland. 
Farmers in the Goode water­
shed now have about ball the 
land under sound conservation 
practices, according to Ralph 
Dewey, soil district oon­
servatlonist. 

HAROLD YOHE, northwest of 
Mediapolis, will soon complete 
lerraces on the lower slopes of 
his fields. He mil th•n have 
parallel rows across the slope. 

'7 -/- 7 D 



THE MEDIAPOLIS NEll ERA 

Contractors Frank Woodall and 
Jack Thomas push fill dirt into 
dam that w!ll keep 40 acres o! 
runoli water !rom bringing silt 
into Des Moines Count;y Lake In 
Franklin township. Three such 
dams are wtder con"tructionnow. 

WORK ON THREE 
DAMS STARTED 

Southwest of Mediapolis In 
Franklin Township, bulld<ners 
began breaking ground last week 
tor a dltrerent sort ot erosion 
control project. The Des Moines 
County Conservation Board 
started work on throe small dams 
on the property line or the park 
to provide a place tor a permanent 

fence and to keep silt !rom the 
lake area. 
Although work on the late Itself 

is not planned by the Des Moines 
County Conservation Board Wl• 

til 1971, dtrector John Welter 
Is trying tocorrecteroslonprob­
lems aheado!time. Realizing that 
silt !rom surrounding cropland 
will be the greatest pollution 
hazard, the board Is using these 
small dams to eliminate the prob­
:em before It starts. 
Design help was sup piled by the 

Des Moines County Soil Conser­
vation District to insure proper 
erosion control. Plans were made 
tor one pond or about an acre In 
size and two small dry dams. 
A solid property line fence w!ll 
be bullt on the top of the dams, 
and the board feels that over 
a period or time the project 
will nearly pay Cor Itself In the 
saving of maintenance offences 
through ditches. 
Bidding tor the contract on this 

work was held on March 4, and 
the successful bidder, Frank 
II oodall o! West Burllngton Is 
moving earth with help !rom 
Jack Thomas of ·ew London. 
II OQdall was urprlzed at the ease 
ot moving soli so early in the 
season. "Ordinarily we arc light-

lng frost and mud on the early 
jobs,'l the contractor claim~. 
Side benefits of this project 

"ill be the pond on a neighbor­
Ing farm, and a more accesslblo 
trail around the lake. 
The sixteen foot wide top on the 

structures will make trail main­
tenance easier tor the conser­
vation board. A nature and bridle 
trail is also planned. 

The dams control silting !rom 
about 40 acres or the watershed 
above the propo•ed 100 acre 
lake. Welter indicates that the 
board Is investigating other areas 
where such good erosion control 
can be gained before the lake 
construction begins. 
"We hope that many farmers 

In tho contributing watershed 
will be putting in ero ion control 
work to keep from silting in their 
lakP," Welter concluded. 
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'Soil Stewardship 
Week' May 3-10 
• ·Resources and Renewal'" will 

be the main theme of nationahoU 
Stewardship II eek, May 3-10, 
according to the Right Reverend 
John Geo. II eber, speaking for 
the sponsoring National Associ­
ation or SoU and II ater Con,cr­
vation Dlstricl,. Locally, the Des 
~loines Couni;J Soli Conservation 
District is urging celebration oC 
thi• important week In area 
churches. 

District Chairman, Henry Dock­
endorCC or Danville point' out that 
a sixteen page brochure 'pot­
lighting this therre has been 
mailed to all pastor> in Des 
~loincs County. ''II e are hoping 
this booklet will be widely used 
in Des Moines County during the 
week of May 3-10,' DockendorCC 
tates. 
The brochure brings out the fact 

that altho..:h soU stc,.ardshlp is 
a major respo"'lbillty in rural 
areas, the future of cltlc~ as well 
depends upon our care of the land. 

Rev. Weber and his committee 
point to Psalm 104 as their 
theme in 1970 Soli Stewardship 
II eek. "You give breath, fresh 
IJ!e begins, you keep renewing 
the world •• " 
Everyone Is caught up in re­

newaL Xew methods in farm-

lng, u~e of herbicides, insecti­
cides and giant machines and 
fertilize" have created many 
new problems and hazards. oil 
tewardship involves accepting 

the ro,ponslblllty to use these 
tools to renew the re:-.ources we 
are u ... lng. 
"It calls on the diligent steward 

to dbcover natures laws and 
cooperate with them ... It calls 
for ever greater ranks of stew­
ards with a new vi,!)fon and a new 
spirit to walk in a new kind of 
existance because THE EARTH 
!!> THE LORD'S," Rev. II eber 
concludes. 
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Soil Conserva tion Programs Pushed 

Ralph E. Dewey 

The earlh Is the Lord's and 
the !ulness thereof; the world 
and they that dwell therein. 
Psalms 24-1. 

Stewardship of the soil is an 
emotional thing - a moral 
standard lor most farmers, but 
it's an economic thing as well. 

The benefits have been 
demonstrated by Des Moines 
county farmers who have 
reclaimed eroded gulleys, 
renewed p a s t u r e I a n d , 
Improved fertility and "nailed 
down" the soil through 
terracing and contouring. 

Faced with the threatened I 
payments, a local conservati 'JO· 
ist was unperturbed . ""'he 
farmers know that lana 
improvement pays. They will 
go ahead with the practices that 
add to the value of their land, 
many of which give immediate 
returns on their investment." 

The government's share of 
the Agriculture Conservation 
Program in Des Moines county 
the pasl 10 years was $699,906. 
lt is estimated that farmers 
themselves have spent an add•· 
bona! $1 million in soil and 
water conservation practices 
duing this period. 

Durmg 1969 there were 400 
participating (arms, nearly 40 
per cent of the total in the 
county, sharing in the $65,000 
in federal funds under the ACP 
program. 

Topping the list or 
accomplishments in the 
county last year is nearly 25 
miles of tile outlet terracing, 
the third biggest year in the 
history of the soil conserva· 
tion district. 

In addition, there were 5, 711 
acres of pasture improvement 
In the past decade, 479 acres of 
waterways installed, 171 farm 
ponds built, 230 erosion control 
dams, 222,000 feet of open 
drains, 437 acres of tree plant· 
ing and 2,300 acres of wildlife 
areas provided. 

Ralph. Dewey, d i s t r i c t 
conservationist, said 1969 saw 
46 erosion control dams 
constructed, nearly doubling 
any previous work in a single 
ear. 

"During the past 10 years, 
construclion of waterways has 
fallen off to some extent," he 
said. "A big !actor in this trend 
is the use of tile outlet 
terracing, which eliminates the 
need for leaving g r a s s 
waterways on much of the 
Cields. 

"Tile drainage is essential 
to the success of our terracing 
program," Dewey said. "Over 
a quarter of a million feet 
of tile was installed in 1969 
- mo t of it in connection 
with terrace outlets." 

Olher accomplishments in 
erosion conlrol during the year 
included 982 acres of pasture 
Improvement, six farm ponds, 
28 acres of grass waterways, 
17 acres of tree planting, four 
mil~s of open drains and 
conversion of 1,370 acres ol 
rough land to wildiUe areas. 

Improvements in the past 10 
years have included: 

Tile Terraces 
Year (lin. ft.) (lin. ft.) 
1960 208,000 8,000 
1961 270,000 16,000 
1962 345,000 5,000 
1963 286,000 8,000 
1964 197,000 3,000 
1965 146,000 64,000 
1966 169,000 62,000 
1967 281,000 125,000 
1968 278,000 138,000 
1969 223.000 118,000 

Totals %,403,000 5~7,000 

Dewey estimated that 5,000 
acres have complete control r 
erGSion through terrace systems 
inslalled in the past 10 years, 
4,000 acres controlled by the 
230 dams, and approximately 
3,000 acres conlrolled by the 
l7l farm ponds. "This amounts 
to about 20 complele seclions 
of land under permanent 
erosion control," he noled. 

Commissioners 
Farmers who have served as 

distr~ct commissioners in the 
1960s were C.E. Pilling, Media· 
polis; Theodore Berning, 

I 
Mediapolis; Walter E y r e 
Burlington; Eugene Schulle,) 
Burlington ; Arthur Corman, 
Sperry; Henry Dockendorff, 
Danville; Harold Yo h e , 
Mediapolis, and Rex Troute, 
Burlington. The last th.ree lisled 
are the present commissioners. 

In addition, Horace Sutton of 
Burlington has served as 
district treasurer and Harold 
Linder of Sperry as district 
secretary. I 

I 
A total of 10 teachers were 

given scholarships helping 
them to attend the Teachers I 
Conservation Camp a t 
Springbrook state park. 

Serving as district conserva· 
tionists were Ray H. Audsley 
I who retired in 1965, John H 
Baker, who transferred to the 
Office of Inspector General in 1 

1969, and Dewey, who came in ' 
last July. Jack Jacobs, who 
resigned in 1966 alter 12 years. 
and Harry N. Bryant have been 
conservation technicians and 
Mildred Kleinkop! is district 
clerk. 



Mediapolis Vo-Ag Teacher 
Chosen As 'Outstanding~ 
~fEDlAPOLIS - J a me s 

Howell, vocatLonal agriculture 
teacher at ~ledlapolis h1gh 
school, has been named out­
standing conservatLon teacher 
of the year by the Des ~1oines 
county Soil Co n s e r v a l i o n 
district. 

oozed for effort put out. I 
don't know that l'\·c done that 
much more than other 
teachers." 

C'ated by •fJe soil district. We 
are sure that his entry as our 
representative in statew1de 
comp 11110n wil: brmg h1m 
further honors." 

In praismg II o w I I 's 

William Vierling of ~1edia­

polis, district commissiooer, 
said, "Howell has continually 
done an excellent JOb of making 
soil conservation imporlaril to 
the yoong people he teaches. 
In addition, Jim has been the 
ma:nstay in developmg the FFA 
Soil Judging conle.'it for South­
east Iowa" 

tcachmg, Distnct Conscnallon­
ist Ralph Dewey said, .. Howell 
stresses man's relationship to 
soil with his agriculture stu· 
dents from the hme they are 
sophomores. F;eld tnps, where 
youngsters can look at various 
soil types and learn to JUdge 
lheor values. help make sod 
science a \'alued learning 
experience." 

State conteot 

Howell teaches vocational 
agr1culture to freshmen, soph<>­
mores, juniors and seniors at 
the school. He said he expects 
a total of 68 m his classes next 
)C3 

Howell will be entered in a 
state contest to cho~e the out­
standing conservation teacher 
in Iowa. 

Of the honor, Howell sa1d, 
"11 is a pleasure to be r.,cog-

Voer!ing said. •·The en1htL'!am 
of ~~e yoc'hful tcarhcr 1<>11 ard 
unprov ng our t.'nvtronment 
through ;ool and w a l e r 
conservation is greatly appre- James Bowel' 

Disputes Critic of Consert-ation Service 
To tfll Ed1IEN'I 

• • . The arllcle bv lrston R. Barnes 
of the Washongton P~sl on channel work 
of water. hed projects •.. [ "SCS at War 
W1th Nature on Streams.'' Aug. 14] 
appears ... to condemn all watersherl 
projects where channel work was a part 
of the flood and cros1o11 control mras· 
ures planned and mduded in !he con­
struclton of the proje<"t. 

A watershed is diVIded mto three com 
ponents. mcluding the drainage or lanrl 
area, the major structures or dams and 
the downstream unprovements below 
the Impoundment< or structures. The 
max1mum me of a watershed is 250,000 
acres. 

In all watersheds, landowners are flr>l 
asSisted m developing conservahon 
plftns that will control erosiOn w1thm 
practical lim1ts. The plans provide for 
"ildlife plantm~s where appropriate, 
tree planting. seedmg do" n of eroded 
arras that are ~ t suited for grann~. 
and contourmg, lerracmg, and other 
pracllces needed on rand hat is u <'d for 
rroppm~ of corn, soybeans, etc. 

One of the requ •menl• for upland 
con<ervalion is that at least 75 per cent 
of the dramage area alio\c a proposed 
structure or dam mu t be adequalc 1 
treated for cros1on c~ntrol be'or• I ey 
can be ln. tailed. Th1< msures that con· 

n·allon on the land is not neglectrrl 
Af er the land treatment IS compleh 

th• ramdrop IS raplurerl where 11 fall s 
msofar •• thiS ,. feastble and possible . 

The second stage i"volves hmldm~ 
~truc·ture. to impound wrth•r and ~10\,. 
lip !he speed of the water runoff that 
oc<;ur alt•r rams that would normally 
produ e rloodong 

The th1rd step mvnlns the channel 
bt'h•een the last upstream structure .in 
the water. bed and the stable outlet. 
Each watershed IS treated accordmg to 
th• condition and needs. In some cases 
the rxJStmg channel may be adequate, 
but m other cases 11 may be erodmg 
cnously or there. may be conhnuing 

'lood damage wh1ch needs to be cor· 
reeled. \\'hen the land in the floodplain 
suffef' srverr damage and yet is best 
sUited to aop productiOn, the corrective 
mrasun•s mav mclude rh;mnel improve­
mrnt as the most effecllve, efficient and 
least expens vr control 

It ~hould also be rccogmzed that chan· 
ncl Improvement IS nnly one phase of 
'"tcrshcrl proJects. In any event. all 
w at • r <he d projects should not be 
stoppcrlJu<l because. 10 my opm10n and 
from obse•vations and experience, !here 
15 a lark of understandmg of the place 
need anrl funcllon of channel work "' 
nne pha e of water. hcrl proJects on th• 
~art of tho•e "' o are ob)ectmg -
'rank H. \ltndell. former tatt Con· 

-,·a tinnio;;t :nil C<tn ervation Stn-ict, 
\lorton ~H ., 0P< \fnines. 

MR. A 'D MRS. S. S. 
BARTON and Mr. and Mrs. 
William Vit>rlmg of Mediapolis, 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Schulz! 
Rt. 3, and Mrs. Mildred Klein­
kopf, Burlington, stalt> clerk in 
the local soil conservation 
office, attended the state con­
ference or soil dislnct com· 
missioners in Waterloo last 
week 

f Barton, Vierling and Schulz 
~re commissioners of the Des 
Moines County Soil District. 

All three were el ted last 
• February when the board was 
increased fr<>m three to fi\@ 
members. 

Windbreal 
Plans Needed 

Prepare now for sp•mgllme 
windbreak plantings, advises 
District Con. rvationisl Ralph 
Dewey of Burhnglon. 

"A great many of our older 
farmsteads are Stlflering from 
'Gay Nineties' wmdbreaks," 
De\\ ey claims, "bnd the best 
time to plan replacements is 
the autumn bef<>re planllng 
season. 

"A good deal of thought 
hould be a part of a wind· 

break ~lao ," the cooserva­
Uooist cOntinued. Some older 
sbelterbelts were located wtU 
SO years ago, bul :lo not fit 
m<>dero farming. 

A big factor in a modern 
windbreak is protection of the 
living area and the hvestock 
Cal>' should be taken to avo1d 
placing trees where they may 
eaus drutmg on roads and 
travel areas. 

''The insode erl~e ol a wmd 
b ak shoold be somewhere 
~t11een SO and 100 feet from 
the are.a to prol~led." 
De"cy got's on 'In lo11a, pre­
vailing vmter wmds are north 
aQd west These, then, are the 
logical directions for plantmg 
tbe shelter area ." 

l<tany farmers may find their 
b4ildings too close to a road 
fqr best windbreak plannmg, 
the planner states. "Each 
planllng set-up will need indi­
vidual plarming. The soil con­
~rvation service provides such 
tc:chnical help on request, so 
that c<>-nperators may plant the 
rlghl kind of trees on the proper 
soil m the proper way. 

' ·On• other factor lS cost and 
SJ1pply of planting stock," 
Dewey concludes. Fall planmng 
for spring plantmg can as.ure 
you of a ~ller thoire ol plant 
lllalerial, 11ith a prospect for 
early order savmgs. 



-reek importance 
Ste ardslup of h~ • :loS a lute ne~ for be tcr rare of lndmdual lana o ner ~ t 

rap1dly becommg an accepted o~ our land" commented Chair- eroston or poilu on problew 
respoO!Ibthty 

0
: rural and man Henry Dockendorff of De.s nol relat.ed to farrmng." the 

urban.....,., ke ~ :nes County Soil Consena- ~ha[rman ~ent on. "\\e are 
.-•r 1 • 11011 DISI ·c~ Loo prov1dmg !mentor cs and 

' EartH WeeK and the . eva ualions of land use problems 
env1ronmenta a tvllies of the ,__He ''"' aQJIOuociJlCi!r Sotku ! govcrnmental umt.• whq 

""gmmog of aat1ona , h • • b h 
past )ea ~a.te prcr.el\ t e St d hl IV ek , 1 lOL" 'I 1\®0IVO I e an ... ut a~r 

ewar s P e • · a ~· urlsdocllon o1·er 1ts ~ ... 

~·or a quarter of a centur)', Dockendorff added. 
co~ec-1111iomsts ha1e concen- •· otl Stewardship \'eck JS a 
trated on convmcmg the time when e can all take slD k 
t ands of farmer>, who use of the blessmgs our scnl 
over 90 per cent of our land, resource has provtded. It has 
of thctr need to care for the furnished us food and hber up 
so.l," Dockendorff continued to now and IS our great contm-

''We are now concerned withllli?.g hllpe forlife in the future: 
the many thousands who cont:ol The spo hght of h1story IS 

the use of the rem · nmg land. on l~nd users now as they de­
They, too. hal'e a responsibility termme how they wtll treat this 
to the Creator of the land as rapadly dJmiDlsbJOg resource -
well as to their fellow w.e~. soil - m the face of a rap1dly 
for good land use." mcrea.smg population. Truly 

stewardship of the .<Oil has be· 
Lrban .~s !stan~ come. e1eryone·s concern. There 

' In Des .lomes county our "1lt be little cha. life with· 
distnct has 110rked ~ 1111 dozens out it", Dockendorff , •• uded 

~atfish sales lagging 
Catfish longer than 15 inclles 

taken from the fississippi in 
the Burlington-Keokuk area 
may contain dangerous levels 
of the pesticitk dieldrm. 

This information, released in 
a slate survey, has alarmed !ish 
fanciers and cut sales of catfish 
in stores along the river. 

Gov. Robert Ray said last 
week a survey conducted by 
the tate Hygcnic Laboratory 
for the Iowa Conservation 
Commission revealed dieldrin 
"ba built u~ in tbe tissues 
of fish above acceptable 
levels." 

A dieldrin level of 300 parts 
per billion is the limit set by 
the federal Food and Drug 
administration. Catfish and 
bullheads caugllt at Burlington 
had as hlgll as 435 ppb of the 
insecticide and as h1gh as 380 
ppb at Keokuk . 

Raipll E. De1~, distnct 
conservationi t, S. Soil 
Conservation Service, explained 
the situation as follows . 

"Dieldrin is an insecticide 
wh1ch farmers spray on tile 
surface to control leaf~ting 
~~sects. It washes down into the 
rivers and streams, soon settles 
on the bottom, and catfish and 
bullheads, who feed on the 
bottoms, accumulate it. 1 

"The pan fish - bass, blue­
gills, crappie.s - \l'ho feed off 
the surface of the water, don' t 
accumulate much po~n." 

Dewey said that conservation­
ists are attempting to induce 

farmers to take water' run-off 

measures. 
"Quite a lew farmers are 

gomg into catfish farming 
raiSing the fish in ponds on 
their farms," De11ey stated. 

''These ponds can be con­
taminated, too" 

Dewey said that catfish 15 
inches and longer are the ones 
in which the state investigators 
found dangerous levels of 
dieldrin. 

"They're the older fish and 
ha1·e been eating the contamin­
ated food longer," be explained. 

While the levels of the poiSOn 
in fish taken locallr is above 
safe limits other areas in the 
s ate have even high e r 
reading.;. 

At the Corolvllle Reservoir on 
the lo11a river near Iowa City 
some fish have been taken wiU1 
dieldrin levels as high as 1,440 
ppb. • 

On the Ni,hnabotna near 
Hamburg levels a.s hlgh as 1,600 
have bern reported in bottom­
feeding fish. Fishermen in hoth 
of the.se areas were warned this 
summer ahout the dangerous 
pesticide levels in the fish. 

Tbe warnings are having a 
noticeable effect on fish sales. 

John Haigh, proprie!Dr of 
Haigh fish market in ;>;iota, Ill., 
said catfish sales have dropped 
50 per cent smce news stories 
a few days ago indicated 
Jioisonous dieldrin had been 
found in catfish. 

o Word from State 
1la1gh and his upriver 

counterpart, Dallas C i t y ' s 
Thomas Welker, hoth said they 
had received no official 
information regarding dan­
gerous concentrations of diel­
drin in Mississippi river fish. 

Both reported that Illinois 
officials ran tests In the D~lla!o 

City-Niota VICinity "three or 
four months ago," but didn't 
inform the fishmongers of their 
findmgs. 

All l know is what I get from 
the news," Haigh asserted. "I 
wish the state conservation 
departments would give us 
some information about this." 

0 I L C 0 N SER\'ATIO!'I 
le: ckrs in the stat~ are calling 
nc·wly passed leg1.lation the 
most comprehensive and bene­
ficial sinre the law e.stablishlng 
sou t-onservation districts. The 
governor has signed the act and 
it 11ill go mto effect w1thin a 
month. One of the prol'isions 
makes 1t mandatory that a 
lando•n•r ~stablish soil ~av1ng 
practices on l1L' l;irm if the 
upentsl!lg authorJtJCs deem 

~uch pracl'ces necessary and 
In the public interest. Three­
fourths of the cost must be • 
a,a,lable from public funds 
b ore the regulations to 
rstabhsh these practices 
become mandatory. 

Soil-Water 
Week Observance 

tore than 71 0 10 farmers In 
lo" a have been working posltlvdy 
toward a ~tterenvironmentover 
the past thirty-four years, con· 
servallon ofltclili report as Iowa 
celebrates Sol! and Water Con­
servation Week, June 20-2?. 

Accomplishments over the 
years are staggering to the tm­
agtnatlon when tallied together. 
Small farm ponds have created 
m re than 35,000 acre~ ot "ater 
surface tn the state to provide 
livestock water for several mlll­
lon head of livestock. In add· 
ltlon, tho ands of hours of re­
creation are provided by many 
of th se ponds tn the form of 
ftshlng, boating or Just plain 
relaxation. 

Wilson T. Moon, State Conser­
vattontsl or the U. S. Sol! Con· 
servatlon Service reports that 
over 1000 such ponds were con­
structed In the past year along 
with enough- terracing lo stretch 
from Iowa to the Gulf of Mexico. 

uThJs represents a tremen­
dous Investment by our cooper­
ating farmers as well as an 
abiding Interest tn preserving 
our great natural resource - the 
SoU," states district conserva­
tionist, Ralph E. Dewey of Bur­
lington. "In this county, con­
servation farmers have more 
than done their share to main­
tain erosion control.'' 

·• During he past year the sol! 
coru;ervatlon dlstrtct has assis­
ted nearly 500 farmers tn the 
county as well as glvlng help to 
many urban requests tor ero­
sion control," Dewey continued. 
uour sarvtces are now avail­
able for any land user who has 
a problem tn resource conser­
vation." 

The soU Survey program ts 
baste to all sol! and water con­
serv..tton activity. OVer 28 mll· 
!ton :.cres or Iowa have already 
been surveyed by specialists of 
the sol! conservation service and 
Iowa agricultural ·experiment 
stallon. The Iowa legislature 
has made avallable$100,000ann­
ually to hasten this program to 
completion since 1967. 1n a 
cooperative effort, many coun­
ties, Including Des Moines Co­
unty, have approved matching 
Cunds to complete the standard 
sol! survey locally. This county 
Is scheduled for acllve surveying 
starting In 1974. Upon comple­
tion the lull survey will be avail­
able to all people for their ln­
f<>rmatlon. 

uwtth all the achievements over 
the past years, we are stUlloslng 
soU at a terrifying rate," Dewey 
concludes, "So, th{> job ot the 
conservationist has not dimin­
Ished, but ts constantly ex­
pandln,." 



IDoes pollution tro ay! 
Pesticides, soil 

wblch, are necessary to curb alone, he said. Many homeown-' chemicals," Brayton said. 
the abuse and we must rea'ize ers use the chemicals to excess 
it wiU cost extra," said oo their lawns. Rain washes 1 
BraytO'II. them into the sewer system and 
B yt eed 'th M 

1
. eventually into the river where\ 

He feels It may be neces· 
sary to license those who sell 
chemicals, much the same 
way pbarmaci ts are licensed. 
While this might pr1lve costly, 
be said proper control and 
edur.ation is the only way to 
combat the pro)llem. 

get into streams ra on agr Wl ar m the" enter the food chain. 
th;;t the organo-phosphates mayrj .. ' . 
provioe a partial answer to the We must do the thtngs that 
problem, but he said even these arc necessary to curb the abuse 

By DAVE COLLOGAN De\\ey said, "but they haven't mus~ be chosen carefully with ana we might have to give up 
·'if they can see a way to • seen the value of keeping the a cautious eye on the effects some of o·ur freedom to use l 

make it economically feasible soU they're using from going they may produce, He said he 
the> 'a do it but otherwise they down the stream." believer the crux of the problem 
are going to be a little slow · . . is the abuse of chemicals, not 
at it • Acother man mterested Jr. the their use. 

quesuoo of water pur1ty is Tom p 1 h d Rolph Dewey's statement M 1 ch . 1 bo ks eop e ave to he e ucated, 
neatly sums up ooe major t~h~\k e~'\ w .;or 1 Brayton said, about what the 
problem in ~mballing the ~ecently hav~ d~i~ ~no~ chemicals can do and how they 
n;ount1.ng polluhon of the Mis- semblea which -can measure should he used. He sa1d much 
SJSStpp1 - people won't do any- . . . of the present problems stem.s 
thing about it if it is going su.~ll peshclde~ m water.. from needlessly heavy amounts 
t <I th When .you re speaktng of of the pesticides bein• dum""" 
o co. em money. amcunts like several parts per 'f' """ 

J)(wey, district conservation- billion it's like trying to find ion !~e land. 
is! for the U.S. Soil Conserva- a budkeiful in a stadium _ ThiS "abu- ~" ·:I.S ~e termed 
lion Service, was referring it Uikes a lot of looking," said it is rot pracbced by the farmer 
specifically to farmers who fail Martm 
to use erosioo prevention tech- M«rtin's Jab will he doing an 
niques on ltleir farms, thereby extensive stud> of water going 
allowmg much good topsoil and ini'J and leaving the plant using 
tons of pesticides to wash into atomic absorbtion methods. 
th~ ri,er. While soli erosion bas Th;s eqUipment, however, is 
long been recognized as a very oornplica!ed and expen· 
prob:em, only recently have the sive. 
dangers of pesticide-runoff been 
idertlfled. ~lartin said there are other 

peoticides, organo-pho•pbates, 
A nulllher of chemicals I wluch can be used In place I 

ha.·e been found in fish sam· of the chlorlnated-bydrocar· 
p~es b.ere, porticularly dield· bnns like dieldrin. He said 
rm. D1eidrln Is sometimes the · these can he just as effective 
primary pesticide used, but in killing pests and have a ' 
much of that found In the short half life so there won't 
r~vcr apparenlly Is a result be the problem of residues , 
of the break-down Q( aldrin, cf'()pplng up to fish and other ' 
another pesticide. organisms. 

Levels of 435 parts -per billion • However, economics plays a 
of dieldrin were found in fish pan here too. Martin s~1d the 
at Burlington and 380 ppb at or•ano-phosphates are a little 
Keokuk in tests conducted dur- m~re expensive than the other 
ing the summer. Federal Food pesticides and their use has not 
and Drug Administrat1on offi- he ' wide-spread in this area. 
cia is say that fiSh with le,·els I , . . 
higher Ur.m 300 ppb ~hould not bouldn I Pomt Ftngers 
be consumed At least one • AHbough the "villain" in the 
commercial fisherman has gone pestic1de problem might appear 
out of business and others are to be the farmer, Dewey sa1d 
considering that prospecl, but people should. avoid pointing 
little has hero done about fmgers. He sa1d everyone must 
cleaning up the river realiz~ "it is an economic fact 

of Jue and death" that bv 
Somethlng Can Be Done allowing large amounts ol 

Dewey maintains that there chemicals into the water supply 
a1 e things which can he done, the entire environment is slowly 
one of them being s. il erosion hem.: poisoned. Time shouldn't 
pre\'iifltion be wasted worrying abou~ \\ ho 

·• mety per c<nt of t.he runoff is doing the most damage. 
car bP controlled," Dewey said. De\Tey said. The ellort should 
He sai~ terracing has long been be toward cleaqing it up and 
reetgnized as a way to ~op prerenting it in the future. 
runoff but it had proven too A man who might he expected 
exptr.si\e for large farm to downgrade the warnings of 
operations. Dewey said there is the erlVIronmentalists is Bert 
a new~r technique which can Brayton, president of Brayton 
he used on Jar~er farms. but Cbeli'Jcals. Brayton's firm SUI>' 
people ill don't seem interes- pl•e.• dieldrin and aldrn to 
ted in putting in the necessary olh'r esta IL!'~ents who in 
wU'k 'Hid money. tum sell them lo farmer . 

'·They'>e een the value oi Bra)1on, bo\\'evcr, agrees that 
adding fertdil<'r and cheml- S'Jrwthing must be done. 
cals !o gel a better crop," I "We mo t do the things 

ER EST LUDEMANN, Dan­
ville, IS a real advocate of soil· 
saving and the use of tile outlet 
terraces. 
· He is using them on his farm 

which i.s included 1n those on 
the self conducted tour of nine 
Danville farms in the Geode 
Lake watershed that may he 
seen as part of the soil and 
water conservation week. Map 
and location of the fanns was 
In Sunday's Hawk-Eye. ~ 

\ 

DALE BREUER haS planted 
a windbreak w the north and 
west of hi.s farmstead . south of 
Mediapoli.s. Two vane\les of 
evergreeM and a row of 
honeysuckle were u•ed· 

/3 .... '-"-~..c-'YV ~2~ 
"Jf;-1< 

_ _ _ T_H_E_E_Y_E~_f-:._-//It f ?a_ p..-, tfr~?o 
n'l.t rA o~ .. ·a } o (.. 

On June 3, 21 members of the Iowa Chapter of Soc1ety of Amencan 
Foresters, toured the Plant and ir!Spected the Woodland Management 
Practices. 

Of parllcular interest was the oo-acre reforestation of tile cot­
tonwood and black walnut specres in Yard G 

P1ctured above to the far left is John Creswell, Plant Agronomist 
To the immediate right of John is Carl Anderson , a former Plant 
Agronomist. The Wildlife Refuge is named after Carl Anderson who 
was employed with Jason & Hanger for 16 years 



----
City Dweller Also Has 

take In Conservation 
Both ~e farmer ~nd the city cases, steep banks on sides of Proper conservation prac· 

dweller have a stake in cutting roads led to erosion. !ices, such as terracmg and 
soil erosion and silt problems, Soil and Water Conservation dams, on a 41l-acre tract could 
Ralph Dewey d i st ri c t Week starts Sunday. While hold back as much as two 

11 I t ' told \he "pollution" bas r e eo n 1 1 Y million gallons of water and, 
conserva on • become a popular word, the 
Kiwani< club Thursday. Des Moues County Soil in a year's time, keep 500 tons 

Ralph 

Dewey 

Conservation dls!Tict has been of silt from moving into lakes 
fighting pollution lor 25 years, and ponds, he said. 
be asserted. Conservation, he pointed out, 
The local soil conservation applies to rural clutter as well 

district has been In oper lion as urban litter. 
smce 1965, and, in 1 1961, slit The first Des ~loines County 
was officially recognized lis a Soli Conservation district board 
pollutant, he said. was made tip of Noah Schrock, 
Farme~s. caught in the price- John Blaul and Edward Cling. 

cost squeeze, he said turn to Other men who have been 

I 
On !arms, "not only does the the Soil Conservation Sevice, a board members ·are Howard 

land become more productive federal agency, lor help. This Gieselman, Keru,,th Redfern, 
lor the 131-mer, but it become help includes a soil survey, Hugh Jamison, Homer Vood· 
more valuable and adds to the evalual!\>" of con d i ti on s, ward, Walter Eyre, Jack Pill· 
tax total," he explained. development and application of ing, Theodore Berning, Eugene 

And proper land use, he a plan to cut silting and erosion. Schulte, Art Corman, Harold 
pointed out. can conserve and The Soil Conservation Service, Yohe and present board mem­
presen·e public land. he said, aids individuals and I bers Henry Dockendorff, chair· I 

He cited two cases 11-here both groups as well as governmental man:. ReK Troute, Willia.n 
the rity and county haye erred uruts such as Burlington and Vterlmg, S. S. Barton andl 
at a cost to taKpayers. In both West Burlington. Albert Schulz. 

:iJ....L.....-ot.C::.V d~-1'_..~ (, I j,.. 7<> 

Sorry about that, Ftdo. 1 Authorized' McFadzean.Everly 
Holiday visitors to areas & Associates of Winnetka, 111., 

under the JUrisdtction of the Des· to proceed with construction 
Momes County Conservation drawings lor an earthen dam 
Board are being asked by the' and spillway at Franklin I 
board to keep pets on an eight-~Township lakesite estimated 
loot leash. costs ol wt.tcb win be available 

Board President Richard this !all. 
Schneider stated that the board 
anticipates crowds at all areas · 
and· that lor this reason the .r..

1
.n , ~~ .. " c:;.. .f)...._.;.~ 

pets ohould be leashed. -{IV ~·'1 (/ 
At i ts Wednesday evening <j ...L..t_ I 1' 7 c.> 

meeting, the board f 
AMounced that in preparation 

lor the Independence day inflUK, 
Tama beach has been improved 
and is row open lor boats. 

Reported that the Sot! 
Conservation Service will iii3Ke 
a study or the watershed at 

I the Frankhn Township lakesite. 

, ATl RE'S ART as seen from 
'llosquito Park in Burlington is point· 
ed out to 1\tississipt>i Rh er Park\\~IY 
Commission National Pilot Hay Eck­
stein, Ca s•ille, Wis., and Richard 
:"'lorpel, Belle\'ue, chairman of the 
Iowa parkway commission by 1111 s. 

Helen Colby Schulte of Ft. Madison. 
'1rs. Schulte is a t>ast "inner of the 
commission's Great Hi\Cr Road art 
contest. Thi~ ye:lr's contest closes 
July :1. \\ith awards to be made July 
12 at Dubuque, The Iowa commbsion 
met in Burlington Saturda). 

Parkway Group In 
Look At Boat Days 

The Mi LSStppi River Park-1 Ray Eckstein, Cassville, 1\'ic., cussed problems of pollution 
way Commission met here Sat· Richard orpet, Bellevue, and zoning along the road. 
urday, got a Steamboat Days Iowa Commission chairmBn, They included County Super· 
look at Burlington as an attrac- and F. W. Robinson. 'lissouri visor Wallace Rayer, County 
lion on the GreaL River Road, chairman. rode In the team- Engineer Ken Sm1th , County t 
and di. cus;ed the road's future boat Days parade f n Soil Conser~ R a I ph 
in Des Moines county. acknowledgement ol t be Dewer. County Ext i'ii'Si'On 

The Ill-member I o w a Importance ol the annwl Jtgent James Hodges and 
commission - one !rom each celebration to, \llssissippi Chamber of Commerce Tourism 
county along the river border river tourism. c~atrman Bob Geren. 
ol the state, was joined here At a luncheon In Hotel Bur- Also attendmg wa.• Donald 
by lour MJ.Ssouri com- . . 1 Johnson, Mt Plea.<ant. State 
missioners. ltngton, . the m.erstate group Soil Conservation Ser\'lce, and 

, was JOtned by Des Motn~>S Derby Thompson chairman ol 
National Pilot (cbatrman) 1 County spokesmen who diS- tie Iowa Highwa)· Commission. 

De<:orah; ~Irs Carl Majors, 
Keokuk; Ivan Dull, >e<:retary, 

1 Dubuque; Harry McKee, 
Mu.catine; A. Fred Berger, 
Pleasant Valley, and Charle.• B 
Millham, Guttenberg Wives ol 
most or the commissioners at­
tended the luncheon 

Gutl.>Ls of honor at the lunch· 
eon were Mn. Clarence ~loody, 
widow of the late Qhainnan ol 
the commisston, and ~Irs. Helen 
Colby Schulte. Ft. Madison, 
v. lnner ol the t968 Great River 
Road art conte.st 

Thomp.son gave the group a 
j report on road de•·elopments m 
Lee and Scott counties. 

The Great River Road in 
Des \loines county loUows 
Hwy. 99 !rom the north county 
line to Burlington, \tain 
Street to Crapo Park, Madi· 
son Road, old 61 and L'S 61 
to !be Lee county line. 

Other Iowa parkway com- j 
misstoners attending were John, 
McCormally, Burlington vice 
chatnnan; and George Aschom, 
Lansing; Stephen Delaney, 
Clinton Gan· l!:nl{l'bretson, 
~.....-~ 
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NAMED OUTSTANDING 
CONSERVATION TEACHER 

Longtime vocational agricul­
ture teacher, James R. Howell, 
of Mediapolis has been judged the 
outstanding conservation teacher 
o! the year by the Des Moines 
Councy Soil Conservation Dis­
trict. 
A nine year veteran o!the teach­

Ing proCession, Howell has con­
tlnuall,y done an excellent job 
of making soU conservation Im­
portant to the young people he 
teaches," states District Com­
missioner WWtam Vier~ or 
Mediapolis. "In ad<Ution, Jim 
has been the mainstay In develop­
Ing the FFA SoU Judging Con­
test !or Southeast Iowa." 
Howell stresses man' s relation­

ship to soU with llls agrlcul­
~e. students !rom the time they 

~--1!.•-<--­
?- 1. .,_ 1 

LEO'I LUTIE. EGGER and 
Ray Creelman. neighbors north 
of Kmgston, have done some 
earth moving on the bluff.s on 
the \lest Side of Iowa 99 that 
110uld make the work of the 
Indians who once built mounds 
on some of the neighboring 
bluffs look like children with 
a sho,·el and a sand bucket. 

A mutual erosion control 
dam on the fence line checks 
the runoff in a gull ied area 
and make a permanent place 
lor their dividing fence. It 
al o furni bes a lane to the 
other Ide or the ditch. 

Farther down the lo!H'. 
Luttencgger has bu11t a farm 
pond for a 1\at<r suppl) ~luch 
of the brush has been cleared 
so thai grass ",;! grow for a 
good pasture "here only the 
bru. h grew before 

FAR~! PO:-ID ha\e been 
completed on the Carl Beckman 
and Harry Dickey farms 
north\\e t of Burlington and on 
the John Henry farm north 
along US 61. Donald Da,·is, east 
of Yarmooth, has shaped a 
meander.ng gully mto a grassed 
"aterway JUSt above hi.S feedlot 
He ha constructed a low d1ke 
to d Hrl the runoff mto a u:e I 
system 1\llhout carr) mg po'lu­
tlon rr m hlS f!'edlot 

Hugh Logan, -ou•h of 
Hill bora in Lee county. has 
r< nth haped some dramage 
\\a\ s Tht< ha been do 
~ t e to get a :all $eedmg 

• rte.J to prc1 Q( ero ton of 
the fre>~ly moH'il earth. 

. . -

are sophomores. Field trips, 
where the youngsters can look at 
various soU t;ypes and learn to 
judge their values, help make 
soil science a valued learning 
experience. 
Recently the honored !ostruc­

tor led the Earth Day activi­
ties In his town or Mediapolis. 
He Involved leaders o! the com­
munlcy on a field trip to observe 
and <U scuss methods of better 
waste <UsposaL With his stu­
dents be emphasized how each 
of them shared responslbillcy 
In controlling pollution on their 
own !arms. 
Howell has represented the soU 

<Ustrlct at the annual conser­
vation education workshop at 
Madrid. Information obtained at 
this meeting was shared with 
other teachers. 
"The enthusiasm of the youth­

!ul teacher toward Improving our 
environment through soil and wa­
ter conservation Is greatly ap­
preciated by the soU dJstrict, • 
Vierling continued. "Weare sure 

-- - - - --- - - ~ 

JAMES R. HOWELL 

that his entry as our represen­
tative in statewide competition 
wiiJ bring him further honors.' 
This ConservaUon Awards con­

test ls sponsored by the Des 
Moines Councy SoU C\>nservation 
District and Des Moine• Regis­
ter and Tribune - Teacher <I! vi­
sion. 

IN PLEASMT G R 0 V E 
to~<nship. east of , 'ew Londcn. 
Dwigh Stucker is completing 
two projects designed to 
prevent pollution !rom his 
feedlots. 

The latest project involves 
diverting water from the slope 
above the lot to a dry dam 
In an adjoining gully. An intake 
!fllo a tile system running under 
the feedlot carries the water 
safely away from the area. In 
the event of a lw<rinch rain, 
this arrangement will keep a 
million and a half gallons of 
water !rom running across til<? 
feed lot; a biy help in 
preventing pollulion of streams 

ERVIN BOHLEN has just 
completed a set of tile outlet 
terraces on his diverted ac~'<'s 
just west of the Des MoiDC$ 
county farm. 

In constructing about a mil& 
of terraces, he is cont"othng 
runoff from about 40 acres of 
sloping land. 

In addition, thL' project Is 
providmg Bohlen an improved 
tile drainage system for the wet 
land on his farm. The c:earing 
and straightening of an old 
creek bed has added much to 
the appearance and value of 
the farm 

LEIF L0~10 and Dr Ted 
Mazur, owners of another Flint 
Rtver township farm have 
completed another e r o s i o n 
control dam in the gullied sec­
tion of the farm 

ThiS IS to be protected by 
installin~ tile outlet terraces 
above the pond. These struc· 
lures will make cropping easier 
on th<?se fields and afford an 
excell<)nt water upply for many 
uses. 

ROBERT OETKE:-1 and A .• I 
Wa er have a am pI e t e J 
terracing projects m til<? Geode 
Lake watershed near Danvi!ie. 
These prajeCis are cost.ffiared 
w1th state and federal funds to 
encourage the prevention of s.lt 
runoff and reduce siltmg in the 
lake ·These two farms hal" 
controlled runoff from more 
than 200 acres of cropland. 
Farmers in the Geode water­
shed now ha\-e about half the 
land unccr sound conservation 
practu:es, accordmg to Ralph 
Dewey, soil district con­
servationist. 

R \ROLD VOllE, northwest of 
, lea apolis. will n complete 
terraces on the lower slopes of 
his fields He wu then have 
parallel ro\IS across the slope. 

Conservation 
Awards Told 

Three outstanding conserva· 
lion farmers have been named 
this week as local 1\inners in 
the annual Iowa Conservation 
Ac!Jievement Awards Conw t 

according to Henrv DockendQrff 
of Danville, chairman of the 
Des Moines county s o 11 
conservation district. 

'!bey are: Harold Yobe, ol 
Mediapolis; l\trs. Frantt 
Cook owner-John Seymour, 
operatOT, Danville, Aud A. M. 
Wagner & Sons - Richard 
Mapel operator, Danville. 

"All three farms have shown 
excellent progress in completing 
their conservation farm plans,' 
Dockendorff said. ''They have 
all installed the needed tile 
outlet terracing to control ero­
~ton. and have checked e•osion 
nearly 100 !H'r cent " 

The purpose of the contest 
ts to recognize those farm• rs 
v.ho have made a great elf r 
over the years to protect the 
land they farm. •·Jn a way tht 
ts recognition for .good 
stewardship of land," tne 
cha1rman slated. "All the 
cQnsHvation farmers, who hAve 
done their best to preserve thetr 
precious land, have b n v.m 
ners, v.h<?ther they are tops tn 
the contest or not.'' 

Further Competition 
The three top conservation 

farmers m Des Mom s county 
wtll JOin in competition Wl 

winning farmfrs m II other 
southeast Iowa counties, and if 
successful they may be m fur· 
thcr competition for state 
awards. 

The contest 1S co-sponsored 
by sml conservation dtsln<'ts 
and , 1e D<>s Momes Regt ter 
and Tribune farm d partmeoL 



The H.\WK-T.VE 11 

DE ~101. ES COU 'TY officials review 
values of a standard soil uney with . tate oil ci­
enti ·t~. From left are Jim Hodges, county exten ·ion 
director; Albert chulz, soil di trict eommi ioner 
(. tated): Les Hamilton, upervisors chairman; Wil­
:on T .. 1oon, state con~en·ationi t; Dr. Tom Fen­
ton. Iowa E'periment tation, and County A e • 
. or Paul Rynell. 

Soil Surve.y 
Discussed 

State officials in soU con- 1agriculturalland," the conserva­
!lervation diScussed the values I ti<>nist stated. "Therefore, many 
of a standard soil survey for assessors are se~ing aside 
Des M"'nes County with county funds to hurry up lhe comp!e­
and local representatives last lion of the survey in their 
w""k at the Federal Building. areas." 

The meeting, sponsored by\ County asse.<.Sor Paul Rynell 
th.> Des Moine.< County Soil emphasized how valuable soil 
Conservation District, was survey will be for his appraisal 
attended by )() persons repre- work. City planner Craig Eawn 
senting the county government, pointed out the use of the soli 
city of Burhngton aod rural inventory lor sound planning 
communities and zoning and better laod u<~. 

State Clllie~'ooist Wilson 
T. Moon of Dts Moines 
rc p:ained bow the work In 
soil survey bas built Yf in 
Iowa during the past flew 
years mainly due to tbe 
demand by county govern­
ment lor the lnlorm:r!olon .• 

Dr. Tom Fenton, agrooom· 
lsi with the Iowa Agricultural 
Exper!ment Station, told the 
group bow much better the 
new survey will be tbaa the 
original survey of 19%1. "The 
original surveyor mapped as 
much as 4,000 acres per day, 
using the limited knowledge 
of that t!me," be stated. '·Both county and city as­

sessors are finding soil survey 
infomtatlon highly valuable in' "The 1970 soil surveyor will 

. , . map !rom 500 to 600 acres per 
setlmg eqmtable evalualtons on day, using IOOdern techniques 

Moon Answers Qoerles 
Alter de.9crlbing the way In 

which co.mty, state and federal 
funds are used in this project, 
loon fielded many questions 

(rom the group. 
Furtper action fr6m Dts 

Moines County IS pending, until 
Ute county conference board 
meet.s to decide on entering the 
program. 

Supervisor Merle K Ry said 

\

this week: " Til.> bOard dis­
cussed the soil survey; that's 
about as far as it went. The 
cost is the big thing " 

and the knowledge gained over 
lh• past 50 years." 

The soil sctentist went on to 
explain that the original report 
merely showed the location of 
a limited number of soil types 
and a br.ie.f description of them. 
The modern survey includes 
information about' chemical 
content, physical properties, 
and many recotnrnendations fo r 
eng1neering, agricultural and 
other uses. 

DOUBLE TOPPER. Two Dept. of Agriculture 
truck~ parked in the Federal Building lot near 
Washmgton and Front stopped a runaway truck 
shortly after noon Friday. Brakes apparently failed 
on a ew J:Gndon Farmers Coop grain truck of 
soybeans. drtven by Steven Hunter 21 New Lon· 
don, police said. The eastbound tr~ck ~ro•sed the 

- - <J 

I A TERRACE and an erosion 
control dam have been comple­
ted by Ltnton Murphy on the 
Ed Murphy farm north ot 
burlington on the Stony Hollow 
Road as part of the erosion 
control work on the farm. 

Earlier in the ~'Pring tile had 

been installed to provide oullets 
lor these and future terraces. 

CFCII: BURKEY h a s 
rearranged the landscape on hts 
Ple(lsant Grove township farm 
east of . · w J.,ondJn 

HP has bulldozed the slumps 
out on a 40-ocre tract that had 
I 1C t.eru cut for ba rrel laves 
a few years back It is no~< 
ready to re-seed tnto a good 
pa~ture crop. Needing \\-at~r . he 
had the sotl conS<'rvalton ser­
vice d"-Sign a farm pond. The 
water !rom the pond has been 
ptped to supply the ~<ater where 
he needs it for hvcstock and 
farm use 

... 

Mai~-Washington intersection, mil ed a en ice 
sta lton and other parked cars, and nent over a 
2-fool dropoff before striking the parked vehicle .• 
Hunter, '~ho_ was reported "shaken up," was treat­
ed and d_ts~t••ed from Memorial hospital. •0 one 
else wa.q •nJured. 

L4cr;.._~~ 7-3- ?() 
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KENNETH WEHAGE Huron 

f<>wnship, is building terraces! 
on the south 80 of his farm 
which he purchased last year 
from Mrs. Theodore Blake. 

He will have nearl)' ~ .~lie' 
of terraces when completed. 
They will control erosion on 
about 40 acres of cropland. 
General direction of the 
terraces will be north and 
south, allowing m a c h i 0 e 
operations to be carried out the 1 

long way of the 80. I 
A dilferent feature of t his I 

terrace system will be that one. 
terrace will be installed 
crosswise to the farming 
direction. An area of the fi~d 
slopes to the south and rows 
will tend to carry runoff down 
hill for a distance. To control j 
this hazard, the terrace will bel 
installed but the rows and field 

operations will continue right 1 
over the terrace. 

Ralph E. Dewey, district 
conservationist, sa)'s it is hoped I 
this construction of a terrace 
will do a good job of breaking 
up the runoff and erosion on 
the field . Any soli movement 
above the terrace will be caught 
in th~ channel. Some extra 
maintenance will be necessary 
to ~eep this arrangement 
effective. The arrangement is 
of an experimental nature and 
it will he interesting to watch 
its effectiveness. Prior to 
terracing Wehage installed 
several thousand feet of tile 
outlets for the. system 

I 
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Resource Study 

1
Starts In Area 
Des Moines county will be agencies that are concerned. 

included in a natural resource Improved recreation, fish and 
study that will be taken by the wildlife resources, better water 
U.S. Soil Conservation Service. supply and quality are the 

The purpose of the study that expected outcome of this inves­
hegan this month is to make ligation. The study will also 

. l!ICiude needs for flood preven-
the overall envl!'onment better !ion, drainage and irrigation of 
111 eastern Iowa. I farmland. 

The area to be studied will Assisting the Soil Conserva-
exlend from north of Austin, lion Service in this project will 
Minn., southeasterly t o be technical people from the 
Burlington. About tw<>-thirds I Economic Research Service and 
of Des Moines county will be I U.S. Forest Service. I 
included in th'e study. 

According to District Con-
servationist Ralph E. Dewey, 
the areas here to be studied 
include Flint river, Yellow 
Spring creek, Hawkeye-Dolbeel 
drainage channel and Dry 

I 
Branch watersheds. 

Federal Coordination 
The U. S. Soil Conservation 

Service will coordina I.e the long 
range study with the sponsors 

1 and other local and state 

~c;;.7·;.·7~ 
KENNETH WEHAGE, Huron 

township, is building terraces 
on the south 80 of his farm 
which he purchased last year 
from Mrs. Theodore Blake. 

Resource Study 
Starts In Area 

He will have ne.;ny .., t):e 
of terraces when completed. 
They will control erosion on 
about 40 acres of cropland. 
General direction of the 
terraces will be north and 
south, allowing m a c h i n e 
operations to be carried out the 1 
long way of the 80. 

A dilferent feature of this 
terrace system will be that one 
terrace will be installed 

j Des Moines county will bel agencies that are concerned. 
included in a natural resource Improved recreation, fish and 
study that will be ta~en by Ute wildlif~ resources,. better water 
u.s Soil Conservation Service. supply and quahty are the 

· expected outcome of this in ves-
The purpose of ~ study that ligation. The study will also 

began this month JS to make include needs for flood preven­
tile overall environment better ltion, drainage and irrigation of 
in eastern Iowa. farmland 

The area to be studied will Assisting the Soil Conserv~-
extend from north of Austin, lion Service in this project will 
Minn., southeasterly to he tech_nical people from the 
Burlington. About tw<>-thirds . Economtc Reseru:ch Semce and 
of Des Moines county will be j U.S. Forest Servtce. 
included in Ute study. 

According to District Con· 
servationist Ralph E. Dewey, 
the areas here to be tudied 
include Flint river, Yellow 
Spring creek, Hawkeye-Dolbee 
drainage channel and Dry 
Branch watersheds. 

Federal Coordination 
The U. S. Soil Conservation 

Service 1vill coordinate the long 
range study with the sponsors 
and other local and state 

crosswise to the farming 
direction. An area of the held 
slopes to the south and rows j 
will tend to carry runoff down 1 
hill for a distance. To coni ol 
this hazard, the terra~ will be 
installed but the rows and field ! 

· operaltons will continue ri ht 
over the ten dCt<. I Ralph E. Dewey, district 
conservationist, says it is hoped 
this construction ·or a terrace 
will do a good job of breaking 
up the runoff and erosion on 
the field. Any soil movement 
above the terrace will be caught 
in tty. channel. Some extra 
maintenance will be necessary 
to keep this arrangement 
effecttve. The arrangement is 
of an experimental nature and 
it will be interesting to watch 
1ts effectiveness. Prior to 
terracing Wehage installed 
several {housand feet of tile 
outlets for the system. 

Eroded freeu:ay area off High east of Third 

~rosion Is City Problem 
As E_videnced By US 534 

Soil erosion ca1J be a Clty Citing a silt deposit at 
problem 33 well as a 'rural one, ,Colwnbia and Mam, Dewey said 
District Conservationist Ralph that "although the depostt of 
E. Dewey, pointed o u t washed in soil was slight at 
Thursday. this point, it was obvious that 

A case in point is the the source of the debris was 
Wednesday night rain and its the construction site of lhe 
effect on the ·us 534 freeway freeway north of the hospital, I 
area, the US Soil Conservation more than four blocks away. 
Service expert said today. 1 "Bnght )'ellow clay and stlt 
-- could be seen all the way from 

the freeway to the corner of 
Mam and Waslrington where the 1 
stream of silt disappeared into 
the city sewer " 

P.a...e-4< 4--~ ?~ 
Conservation 
Work on 
lucas Farm 
Cut and !1ll, straight, parallel, 
We Inlet, terraces are being 
constructed now on the Harry 
Lucas !arm. 
You are lnvtted to stop and see 
this terrace design. These 
terraces eliminate 80 to 95% 
ot ail point rows. Waterways 
are eliminated, Loss ot top 
soU, llrne, tertUtzer and or­
ganic matter Is nearly IOO% 
controlled. 
This tarm Is located In secUoo 
4 ot Franklin township. 

Drivers on North Third during 
the storm could see the soil 
waslting rapidly from the' 
construction site, as floodlike 
waters rushed across the street 
nearly six inches deep at times. 

Dewey estimated that losses I 
. from the site probably would 
amount to at least a ball a 
day's hauling by dump trucks. 

"This is an unusual demon-
stration of ero.o;ion," Dewey 
said, "but it serves to point 
out that conserving our soils 
can alfect everyone . Open 
construction areas such as this 
need to be protected as much 
as possible to keep such 
destruction from happening." 



MR. S. 
BARTO and Mr. and Mrs. 
William Vierling of Mediapolis, 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Schulz 
Rt. 3, and Mrs. Mildred Klein­
kopf, Burlington, state clerk in l 
the local soil conservation f 
office, attended the state con­
fereo,cc of soil district com-J 

~~~:::~s Yi:lin:a;::
00

Sc~::~ ~ 
are commiSSIOners of the Des 
Moines Oiunty Soil District. 

All three were elected last 
February when the board was 
increased from three to five 
members. 

E~~X.,o 
SPEAKING OF soils, Ralph 

Dewey of the Des Moines 
County Soil Conservation Se~­
vice tells us some progress IS 

now' being made in the build~g 
of terraces and other erosion 
control structures now there 
have been some days without 
rain. 

William Parrott west of 

Danville has been able t his nwtors stopped operations 
I, complete his terraces. !until a ew one was located. 

Oo a nearby farm just over 
the Henry county line, the 
Stephen Williams farm was the 
scene last week of the soil 
judging contest sponsored by 
vocational agriculture depart­
ments of high schools and the 
Soil Cooserralion Service. 

The Winfield vocational learn 
placed first and Medlapoli 
second. Wayne Corriell is the 
Winfield instructor and James 
Howell instructor at Mediapolis. 

Ervin Bohlen, Flint River 
township f a r m e r thought 

1 

the terraces he built were too 
high but found they look the 
rains without the runoff water 1 

I going over the top. Water : 
accumulated up to the ears ~f ' 
com in the deepest spots as 
the surplus water drained away 
with very little soU being • 
moved. 

Clarence Kuntz in Huron 
township has built some four 

I 
miles of terraces to prevent 
erosion and slow water runoff 
on the former Gates farm he 
now owns. The farm is on the 
bluff to the west of where he 
lives on Highway 99. I 

The annual oil District 
banquet at wblch awards are 
made is being planned (or 
November, according to Henry 
Dockendorif, chairman, of 
Danville. 

The Frances Cook' farm on 
whih John Seymour is tenant 
and A. M. Wagner, w1th Dick 
Mapel as tenant, are in the 
running for area and state 
awards. 

We hear that the format of 
the annual affair may be I 
stepped up slightly if one or 
both farms should receive · 
further recognition. 

Terracing is starting on the 
Robert Barrd farm south of 
Morning Sun. 

Tom Elaoi is doing some 
tiling on his farm east of 
Mediapolis. With the coopera­
tion of Lyman Howe, his 
neighbor to the east, surplus 
water is drained through a 
main tile across the neighboring 
farm. 

Rex Mackey, contractor doing 
the tiling, was all set to put 
on ~ demonstration for the 
Mediapolis vocational agricul­
ture class the first of last week 
when a condenser on one of 

WILLIAM VIERLING, east od 

Mediapolis, built a bracket that1 surface water. They are being I 
fit over the back axle of his constructed with flat sides so 
combine that enables him to operation of farm rr.a· h;nes will 
have the machine pushed not be hampered. William 
through the wet spo1s by a Janssen is tenant on this farm. 
~ractor with a blade attached CLYDE MEEKER . t h 
m front. This worked well, he • 10 e 
said, for a few rods but where south~st part of Huron town· 
there was a long wet spot be ship, is installing an intensive 
still had trouble. jtile system with mains and !at-

THE SEASON'S wet weather erals that will carry excess wa­
has stimulated interest in field ter into the drainage ditches. 
drainage, according to Ralph . Sam S14Jnoff !o the so~th ?f 
Dewey, county planner with the the Meeker farm IS pultmg 10 

Soil Conservation S e r v ic e . some tile to carry water from 
Surface drainage is being used a low spot. It was necessary 
in level bottom fields and tile to cut through a high spot so 
for the most part In upland the tile could be emptied into 
fields. · a drainage ditch. Surplus dirt 

is being used to fill in the low 
WESLEY EWINGER a n d spot. 

Glenn Berterman, in Jackson Leon Luttenegger, operator of 
township, are planning surface the Stonoff farm, has helped as 
drainage to carry off surplus be has been using ,surface 
surface water. The Ellvinger drainage on fields that be owns. 
project will involve the moving DALE HAZEN . W hingto 
of some 15,000 oubic yards of . • m as . . n 
earth. The job is being spread township, an~ Walter Fntz, 1.11 1 
over two years. Umon township, have bad so~e 1 

problems With seep spots m 
IN HURON Township t h e their fields. These spots, Ralph 

drainage ditches serving the Dewey tells us are caused on 
Bernice Searber farm have hillsides where lhe water drains 
been cleaned out and deepened. down to a less impervious clay 1 

A series of shallow surface layer and theq moves out to 
ditches are being oonstructed the surface wl)ere the clay is l 
every 300 feet to carry off, exposed. Plans plre being made 

to install tile it the next few 
months that will -interce 

'

surplus. water above these 
spots 

Don Mubm 

Soil Awards 
Wednesday 

MEDIAPOLIS - The spot­
light will be on soil conserva.

1 

lion here Wednesday evening, 
Nov. 4, at Immanuel Lutheran 
church, where Don Muhrn will 
help the Des Moines County Soil 
Oinservation District present 
awards to outstanding conserva. 
lion farmers. 

Muhm is the farm editor of 
the Des Moines Register and 
Tnbune, co-sponsor of the an 
nual conservation awards pro. 
gram with soil districts. 

His program will feature 
his views in words and pic. 

, lures of his tour of European 

I agriculture fast winter. Muhm 
is president of lbe ewspaper 

I 
Farm Editor· of America. 

DIStrict E:hairman Henry 
Dockendorff of Danville said 
these awards will be presented 
at the meeting: 

I Out tanding C o n s e r v a lion 
Teacher of J970-James Howell 
vocatio~al agriculture instructo~ 
at MediapoliS Community high 
school. 

Owner-tenant award- to Mrs. 
Frances Cook, Hays, Kan., and 
John Seymour, Danville. 

Ne"! cooperator award - A 

.\f. Wagner & Sons and Dick 

.\lapel of Danville. 

Owner - operator award -
Harold Yohe of Mediapolis. 

The annual award banquet IS 

sponsored locally by Burlington, 
Danville and Mediapolis banks. 



ACCEPTING W ARO. at the 
ann ual Des Moines County oil Con· 
servation District banquet were, from 
left, James Howell, \ocational agri­
culture instructor a( Mediapolis Com­
munity high school; J ohn eymour, 
Danville, tenant winner; Harold 

Yohe. 011 ncr-operator winner, and 
1)11 ight ~tucker, reprt-<enling A. ~t. 
Wagner & Sons. to tfceive the new 
coopera tor a\\ard for the Wagne rq 
and llitk 'lapel, tenant on the Wag· 
ner farm near Danville. 

Soil AWards Given 
By BOB SOGARD chairman, said the tenant-land· county, included Fred Higgin· 

MEDIAPOLIS - The silver lord and new cooper~tor win· bottom, Des Momes, assistant 
anni\'ersary of the Des MouleS ning entries were judged be. III dU"ect.or of the Soil Conservatioo 
County Soil Cons erv ation their divisions in the 12-county S!.·r\'lce ; Dewey Bondurant, De.! 
Service was observed here southeast Iowa region AI 'Oil. the Moines, >late SCS engineer, and 
Wednesday night, along with cooperator who edged out Yohe Johri &kes, Fairfield, area 
the aMual recogniti<>n of out· was regional sweepstakes wm !ruction engineer. 
standmg friends of the soil. oer Don Muhm, farm editor ot 

The SCS banquet at The awards were given out Jhe Register and Tribune 
Immanuel Lutheran church was by district board members Rex newspaper~. repr ted the 

I 
the occasion to honor outstand· Troute, Albert Schultz and S R&T, C!!Spo~r of the awards 
ing farm owners and tenants S. Barton, who was masU!r ol' with the distr~ 
and an agriculture instructor as ceremonies for the banquet. Muhm gav~ a colored slide 
well as the past district com· Others on the board are William presentation of his trip to 
mitU!emen. Vierling, Harold Linder, .cere- Europe this )Car as a guast 

Past members of the dis­
trict committee on band for 
the banquet ~<ere Edwin 
Cling, a member of the first 
committee formed in 1!145; 
Hugh Jamison ; H om e r 
Woodward; Walter Eyre; C. 
E. Pilling; Theodore Berning; 
Eugene Schulte; Harold Yobe. 

tary, and Horace Sutton, of the W t German govern· 
treasurer. ,ment. He is president of thr 

Guests at the banquet , sporr . ewspaper Farm Editor~ of 
sored by banks of ~!oines America. 

New cooperator - A. M. 
' Wagner & Sons, owner, and 

Dick Mapel, operator, Danville. , 
t Completed is a complete system 

Other past soil commissioners ' of soil control with terraces 
were Noah Schrock, John Blaul, • and tile drains. Thi~ system also 
Ha-vard Gieselman, Kenneth controls the runoff into Lake 
Redfern, anC: Art Corman. ' Geode. 

Awards presented and the Henry Dockendorff, district 

accomplishments cited· ' D ... P.-~ 1~ 
Owner..,peralm' Harold fOl----:---7 _ .. ~ 

Yohe, Med;apoli~. Installed , /I- !! - 7 o 
were tile ouUct terraces, open , 
drainage, tile draii!S and 
erosion control dams. . 

Tenant-landlord Mrs. 
Frances Cook, Hays, Kan , 
owner, and John Seymour, 
Danville, tenant. Completed on 
this IJ().acre farm in the Geode 
watershed is a complete ero.;ioo 
control plan includmg outlet 
terraces, tile drains, grassed 
waterways and an erosion 
control outlet for the entire 
system. 

Windbreak 
Plans Needed 

Prepare now for springtime 
windbreak plantings, advises 
Dbtrict Conservationist Ralph 
Dewey of Burlington. 

"A great many of our older 
farmsteads are su!fering from 
'Gay Ninelies' windbreaks," 
Dewey claims, "and the best 
time to plan replacements IS 

the autumn before planting 
season. 

"A good deal of thought 
•houid be a part of a wind· 
break plan," tbt conserva· 
tlonlst cOntinued. Some older 
belterbelts were located wdl 

50 years ago, but jo not m 
modern farming. 

A b1g factor in a modem 
windbreak is proU!chon of the 
living area and the livestock 
Cal'(' should be taken to avoul 
placing trees where they rna~ 
cause driftmg on roads and 
travel areas. 

•·The inside edge ol a wind· 
break should be somewhere 
between 50 and 100 feet from 
the arc.a to be proteeted, 
De11ey goes on. " In Io"a. pre· 
vaihng winter winds are north 
and west. These. then, are the 
logical directions for plantmg 
the shelter area ." 

Many farmers may hnd their 
billld1118S too close to a r?ad 
for bes windbreak plannmg, 
the p\rnner stales. "Each 
pl,nttog set-up will need indi· I 
.tdual p:anning. The soil con· 
,fUvation service provides such 

hni~ ~.elp on request, so 
11, .,1 ca.c~rators may plant the 
rigrt nd of trees on the proper J 

sol in the proper way. 
"Ono. pther factor is cost and 

~upply of planting stock," 
Dewey concludes. Fall planning 
r r ~orin~ planting can a ure 
vou ol a better thotce of plant 
material, Wllh a prO pee! for 
early order savings. I 

Among the recognitions and 
observances at the aMual Des 
Molfles County Soils Dtstnct 
diooer at the Lutheran church 
in ~tediapohs. tnbuU! was patd 
to the moo who have served 
as commiSSIOners of the distrtcl 
durmg the 25 years sii\Ce it 
was organized. 

Those present for t h e 
Wednesday evening dmner 
, red by Des Momes 
county bank.s "ere· Edwm 
Clmg, Mediapolis, a member of 
the ongmat board of three 
commL.<.sloners elected early m 
19%; Hugh Jamt>On, Medial>' 
<>IS; Homer Woodward a n d 
'\\alter E>re of Burlington; C 
L "Jack" Pt!ling and Theodore 
Bemmg of Medtapohs. Eugwe 
&hu:le, Burlington Rl. 3, and 
Harold Yohe, Mediapolis. 

Other comroissiooers who 
have served are l\oah Schr k 
now of Burlington and the tate 
John Blaul, who lived at 
Yarmouth; Howard Gtesetman 
then of Burlington, now h\'tng 
~<est of WajJCIIO; the late 
Kenneth Redfern. of Yarmouth 
and Arl Cormao of Sperry 

The district has been ~1'\·ed 
bv three county plaMers of the 
sOt I Conservation ServiCe, Ray 
Audsley, retired and livlflg in 
Burlmgton. John Baker now 
living tn the east. and Ral 
Dewey the present planner. 

TilE Dl TRICT Wlll author· 
!zed \>y landowners in the coWI­
ty at a special election after 
petitions had been f 1 1 c d 
reqYesting tlve \'Ole Schrock. 
Bl3ul and Cling were elected 
as !he comm· ioners and took 
olfice in February of 19-16 . 

The board was expanded to 
ftl'e In 1969 with Henry 
Dockendorf, Danville; Rr.x 
'!'route, Burlington; Albert 

hulz, Rt. 3; S. S. Bart , 
and William Vierling of 
Mediapolis, now servmg a: 
commi.s.sioocrs. 

The commissioners are the 
governing body of the Soil DIS· 
lrict and work with the Sot! 
Conservation Servite to estab­
lish soil saving pracllces on 
farms in the county. 

~~, 
/I -11- 7o 

( 



Top Farmer 
A City Boy 

a ut 
yteld 

\ te ... tunun~ to Truutc 
U('('CS .1 cl (armrr, dl'Splh.• 

COL. if\\-
Ple e t rn to ?age F 

h1 back&J'Ound, i the fact 
that in JKi be was named an 
ouLlan~ )OUng farmer by 
the Burlhigton Jaycees and 
the fact tbat thi year be and 
hi family were named re­
~Jonal winner in the !01 a 
farm lamil} conte i pon­
ored by the Farmers Home 
\dmini~tration. 

He credits nrt of hts css 
to h1s ' 1le's help ' Darlene 
can do anythmg from chores 
to plowing or running the rom­
bine he reaD} pitches m " 

Leaf Blight 
Ltke a good many farmers 

this year, '1\-pute encountered 
southern corn l~af blight in his 
fields for the first time. This 
blight spread out of soulhern 
cornfields and mvaded fields 
nero s much el the Corn Belt, 
including this crop-r1ch area of 
southeast lo11a 

' 1- 7 

~lost susceptible was rom 
containing lbe ,Texas male 
sterije cytoplaam, corn that I 
docs not req~e detassellng 
as seed. Til eorn market in 
.\ugust reafll ~ildly to ne" 

Rex Troutc, 36, ol Burlington, is a city boy "ho married 
lbe farmer's da11gbter and 1urned to farming. 1 he Troutc 
have ea.ru'W recognlt!crit for their achievement during their 
llt s•ars ollarming in Des 1\!oine Count}·. 

of the spt of the blight. 
!\one of •rop ob erver., 
inch•dinl , ters, could pr -
diet 1 hat tage the C.ngus 

distriCl tor 

di c, Jnilht cause. .erways, ur 
' h d no mdtcation. tllat the rrovemcnt liflliMt'ilo!km 

c o u blight was c:oming." •f beP co1 ..- alllll . 
Troule says nte· e t m rvrhg tl 

His cornfields he ut> the f. fhe Trotttl!; ave four ch1l 
count} area behe~ed t6"' c dren; Rex L., 14· ian", 12, 
most heavily mfested ~Iowa Carla, IU ; and Todd . 8 

Plantiyg Schedule 
Although four of the seven 

different hybrids he planted 
were susceptible to the corn 
blight, Troute rationalizes that 
the bulk of his acres had been 
planted to resistant corn hy­
brids 

bout hi 1971 com plans, 
Troute confides: •·If I can get 
th 'r*>rmal' seed CQm, the kind 
that resists the blight, I will 
s ck' w1th my same corn plant­
mg schedule 

•·Jf I c:an't, then i m mo ing 
to more sovbeans." 

He feeds out about 100 h~ad 
of cattle, about 400 hogs ,and 
has a herd of 20 >lock cow . 
His extra-curricular activities 
include serving as vice-chair; 
man of the Des Moines Coun­
ty Soil Conservation District. 
He has been a COD)missioner 



oes p 
Pesticides, soil 

c 
which are necessary to curb 
the abu e and we must rea;ize 
it will cost extra," said 
Braytoo. 

ntrol ay? 
alone, he said. Many homeown-! chemicals," !lrayton sald. 
ers use the chem1cals to excess 
on their lawns. Ram washes 
them into the sewer system and 

. 
He led.! it may be nt!t'eS-

. . evEntually into the r1ver where t • t t S Bra}ion agreed With Martin thei· enter the food chain. ge ln 0 s ream thzt the orga~ph<lsphates may "Wp 1nust do the things that 

sary (<) 1Jcell.9t those who sell 
chemicals, much the same 
way pbarmnctsts are llcen ed. 
\\'bile this might prove costly, 
be said proper control and 
education is the only "ay to 

prol'loe a parhal answer to the 
robl~m but he said eviJl these arc necessary to curb the_ abuse 

. .. b b 't • ~u~t b; chosen carefully with ana we nught have to g1ve up ! 
De" ey SBJd, but t ey avenb a cautious eee on !he effects some of our freedom to use seen the valot of keeping t e ' . 
soU they're u•lng from going they may produce. He sa1d he ~ 

d the !ream.'' believe~ the crux ott~ problem r-· ;') ""' "'~~ !.;! -/(., 
7 

,, 
own • is the abuse of chenucals. not .;J.........L...~ -:N4~-it 
Ar.other man interested in the their use. (/ 

.questl«l of water pur1ty is Tom People have to be educated, 'f!~~r/nt~\.fotat!m, a chemist . who works Brayton said, about what the 
neat!~ sums up • u the IAAP, Marlin sa1d only chemicals can do and how they 

combat the problem. j 

problem in combatting tho recently ha•·e devices been as- should be used. He said much 
mounting pollution of. the ~~ .semblea . which. can measure of the present problen!.! stems 
SISS!ppl - people won t do any· such peshcJdes 111 water. fron1 needlessly heavy amounts I 
thlr.f about 1t if it is going "When you're speaking of of 11M. pest 1~ides be111g dumped 
to cc~t them money. amGunts like se•·eral parts perf on the land . 
. D(\vey, district c_onser'vation- billion, it's hke trying to !I~ ~ This. "abuse" a. he termed 
JSI for the U.S. SOJI Conserva- a bucketful 111 a st.adl~~ . it 1s rot practiced by the farmer 
t•on Service, was referrmg it U.kes a lot of lookmg, sa1d 
specihcaUy to farmers who fail Mart111 . . 
to use ero.sion prevention tech· I M;;rt ', lab Will be domg an I 
niques on their farms, thereby exte11t; stuay of water go~ng 
allowmg much good topsoil and int~ and leaving the plam usmg 
tons of pesticides to wash into· atomic absorb !Jon methods. 
the mer. While soil erosion has This equipment, however, JS 

long been recognized as a very C<Jrnplicaled and expen-
1 prob:em, only recently nave the sive. 

dangers of peslicide-ru rr been ~!arlin said there are other 
;dcrti!Jed. pe•ticides, orgao<>-pbo pbates, 

A number of chemicals wtucb can be used Ill place 
have been found in flsb sam· of the chlorinated·b)drocar­
ple; here, particularly dield· boos like dieldrin, He said 
rin. Dieldrin is sometimes the these can be just as effective 
primary pesticide used, but in killing pests and have a 
muc~ of that found In the short bali file so 1bere won't 
r•v~r apparently is a result be tbe problem o( residues 
ot the break-down ol aldrin, cr<Jytping up In li•b and other 
another pesticide. organisms. 

Levels of 435 parts per billion However, economics pia s a 
of dieldrin were found in fish pan here too. Martin said the 
at Burhngton and 380 ppb at organ<>-phosphates are a lillie 
Keokuk in tests conducted dur· more expensive than the other 
ing the summer. Federal Food pesticides and their us~ has not 
and Drug Administration offi· beet! wide-spread 111 thiS area. 
cia's say that fish with levels bouldn't Point Fingers 
h1ghcr than 300 ppb should not Although the •·villain · in the 
be consumed. At least one pesticide problem might appear 
commercial !!Sherman has go~e to he the farmer, Dewey said 
out of busmess and others a. e people should avoid poinlmg 
con.sJdermg that prospect, but !ingPrs. He said everyone must 
httle . has beEn. done about rea liZ<> "it is ,3n economic fact 
cle•"-mg up the nver. I of l•i• and death" that by 

Something Can Be Done allowing large amounts of 
Del\'ey maintains that there chemicals into the water supply 

a• e things which can be do~, the entir~ environment is slowl1 
one of !hem being sci! erosion . hem,: poisoned. Time shouldn t 
prenntlon. be wasted worrying about who 

"Nmely per c<nt of the runoff is doing the most damage, 
can be controlled," Dewey said. De• ey said. The effort should 
H• sai~ terracing has long been be toward cleaning it up and 
recognt:ed as a way to slop pre' en ling it in the future. 
runofl but It had proven too A man who might be expected 
eXI'fr.s ive for large farm to downgrade the warnings of 
operations. Dewey said there is the environmentaiJSl.s Is Bert , 
a newer technique which can Br.a}1on, president of . Br.aylonl 
be used 011 larger farms, but Ch<>zr.icals. Brayton's firm SUf>" 

flC<lllle still don 't seem inleres- phes dieldrin and aidriCI to 
ted in pulling in the necessary other establl$hments who in 
work and money. tum seU them to farmers. 

Brayton, howe~er, agrees thai 

I "They've seen the value of something Jnus! be done 
adding fertilizer and cheml· 
cals to gel a better crop," "We must do the things 

~atfish sales lagging 
Catfish longer than IS inches 

taken from the Mlss!s pp 
farmers to take water run-off counterpart, Dallas Clt y' s 
m•asure&. Thomas Welker, both said they the Burlington-Keokuk aN-a 

may contam d•ngerous levels 
of the pesticid< dieldrin. 

This mformahon, released in 
a sta•e o;urvey, has alarmed fish 
fanc1ers and cut sales of catfish 
in stores along the river 

Gov. Robert Ray said last 
week a sun ey conducted by 
the SJ:ate llygenle Laboratory 
for the Iowd Conservation 
Commission revealed dieldrin 
"bas built U? in the tissues 
of fish above acceptable 
levels." 

A dieldrm level of 300 parts 
per biliJon is the limit set by 
the federal Food and Drug 
administration. Catfish and 
bullheads caught :at Burlington 
ad as high as 435 ppb of the 

in<ecticide and as high as 380 
ppb at Keokuk. 

Ralph E. Dewey, district 
con.ervationist, U. S. Soil 
Conservation Service, explained 
the situation as follows: 

"Dieldrin IS an insecticide 
which farmers spray on the 
surface to control leaf-eating 
insects. It washes down into the 
nvers and streams, soon settles 
on the bottom, and catfish and 
bullheads, who r ed on the 
bottoms, accumulate it. 

"The pan fish - bass, blue­
gills, crappies - who feed off 
the surface of the water, don't 
accumulate much poLson." 

Dewey said that conservation· 
ists are attempting to induce 

"Quite a few farmer are had received no official 
gomg mto catfish idrJ)II~g informahon regarding dan­
raiSing the fiSh in ponds on gerous concentrations or dief. 
the•r farms," Dewey stated. drin in ~lississ1ppi ri\·er fish. 

'·These ponds can be con. Both reported that IllinoiS 
laminated, too." officials ran tests in the Dallas 

Dewey said th~l catfish 15 City-Xiola vicinity "three or 
inches and longer are the ones four months ago," but didn '. 
in whJch the state Investigators inform the fishmongers of their 
found dangerous • levels of findings 

dieldrin. All 1 know is what I get from 
"They're the older fish and the news," Ha1gh asserted. "I 

have been eating the contamm-=---wish the stale conservahon 
ated food longer," he explained. departments would give us 

While the levels of the poison some informali•>n about this." 
in fish taken locally is above 
sale limits, other areas in the 
stale have even hi g h e r 
reading.;. 

At the Corah-llle Reservoir on 
the Iowa river near Iowa City 
some fish have been taken WJth 
dieldrin levels as high as 1,440 
ppb. 

On the Nlshnabotna near 
Hamburg levels as high as 1,600 
have been reported in bottom· 
feeding fish. Fishermen in both 
of these areas were warned this 
summer about the dangerous 
pesticide levels in the fish. 

The warnings are having a 
noticeable effect on fish sales. 

John Haigh, proprietor of 
Haigh fish :narket iR Niota, IU., 
said catfish sales have dropped 
50 P.er cent smce news stories 
a iew days ago indicated 
poisonous dieldrin had been 
found in catfiSh. 

No Word from Slate 
Haigh ' and his upriver 
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.~ ---- -~ -~ months that wilt mter ept only a few warm da}'s to sprout 

surplus water above these and get it above ltte ground. 

OFF T 
BY WALTER B. EYRE 

spots. KEVIN LOTZ, son of Mrs. 
JOHN BROK.\ 11', Stronghurst, and Mrs. Phil Lotz of Morning 

who i,s in the ltlinois Beef Per- Sun. did so welt with ni.> pi~ 
!ormance Testulg program, has pliO]eCI this pas1 summer he 
bad 140 head of cal e.s weighed has purchased two baby beeves 
and graded. to feed, in addition to a litter 

The records are kept so the of pigs for his 4-H projects thi3 
fastest-gaining arumals may be year 
selected and the cows that JOE GRANT · 

1 produce the calves with til<! , an agncu lllre 
Cool damp weather slowed Mediapolis, built a .bracket that I surface water. They ar.e being I fastest gain and the highest education student from the 

the remaining corn and soybean lit over the back axle of his constructed with flat sides so quality meat may be kept In Muscatine area . coltege, i3 
harvest. I combme that enables him to operation of farm rr ~- h.nes wtll the he d workmg and trammg at the 

Robert Dowhng, Lee county have the machme pushed not be hampered. Wiltiam r · . . . Oa ille Feed and Grlin in 
extension director, estimated 80 through the wet spo'.s by a Janssen is tenant on this farm. Th~ wetghing hand gr~m~ Oakv:· le, Joe is from Pulaski 
per cent of the soybeans and tractor with a blade attached . was one under 1 e l;Uperv ton in Davis county where he was 
5() per cent of the corn has in front. This worked well, he1 CLYDE MEEKER, 10 1 he of Curt _El~ayer, e;rtension a future farmer. He will work I 
been harvested. I said, for a few rods but where south~! part of Huron town- adVISer tn agnculture, a~d ~oe in Oakville through November 

C t E. r ·~- there was a long wet spot be ship is installing an intenstv~ Peasley, Bob Dillon and Rtch then return to cl•••es at u r tsenmayer, o uzo:: . . ' . . 1 Fink. ~ 
Henderson county extension still had trouble. tile system wtth mams and !at- Muscaltne. 
office, estimated 80 per coot THE EASO. 'S wet weather erals that will carry excess wa- BILL RO , Gladstone, has :\IRS. \lA Y~IE GERST h> 
of the corn and 95 per cent has stimulated interest in field ter into the drainage ditches. been elected chatrm•o; Mrs. moved from her Huron town­
of the beans had been taken drainage, according to Ralph Sam Stonoff to the south ?f Garhnd Lefler, vtce..::ha.rm1n; ship farm to Burlington. Her 
out of the field. Dewey, county planner with the the Meeker !arm 15 pulling 10 Mrs. Jerry Malcolm. Carman, son, Dwight Strassheim, ha.• 

Gaylord Elliott, LouIs a Soil Conservation S e p vice . some tile to carry water from secretary and James C<>rzaU, moved to the farm which he 
County extension director, estl- Surface drainage is ~ng used a low spot. It was necessary Rantan, treasurer, of t will operate. 
mated only 20 per cent of both in level bottom fields and tile to cut through a high spot so Henderson county. Exlenston . 
corn and soybeans have not for the most part in Uj)lllnli the tile could be emptied into conuruttee: They w~ll serve as RICHA~ KLENK, Burlmg-
been harvested. fields. a drainage ditch. Surplus dirt the execuhve commtttee. ton, recetve.s our Good Cittzen 

is beibg used to ftU in the low , award for this week. 
THE RAINS, amounting to WESLEY EWINGER and t A NEW HOME ECONO~fiCS One evening as he was 

more than an m· oh the r· t . spo · 4-H club -.vas orgamzed at dr. · 1 1 B 1- gt h u-s Glenn Berterman 10 Jackson Leon Luttenegger operator oi 0 k Fr'da 13th tvmg ou o ur m on. e 
week of this month, made field township are pla~g surface the Stonof! !arm ..;s helped as quaw a on 1 Y ~ · noticed a leal lire running along 
work more dif~ICUlt. It was too drainage' to carry off .surpl"~, be bas been 'using surface Mrs. Larry Chandler 13 the the curb on North Ninth street. 
wet to plow tn ~y field_s. surface water. The EJwinger drainage on fields that he owns. leader He stopped his ~ar and stomped 
Cambmes were gettmg stuck m project will involve the moving . . OVER $2,000 was paid out in out the hre which could eastly 
~Y cases ere an effort was of some 15,000 cubic yards of DALE HAZEN, 10 Washington-4-H premiums to Henderson have caused a damaging fire! 
bemg made to continue harvest- earth. The job is being spread townshtp, and Walter Fntz, 10, County members at Aohlevment if Ielt unchecked. 

1 lng. over two years. Uruon townshtp, have had so~e !Night on the 14th. I 
FaU spreading of fertilizer is problems wtth seep spot_, m TIJE LOUISA CO ITY 4-H 

also being IJampered by wet IN HURON Township the their fields. These spots, Ralpll( AS A MATTER of interest, club awards banquet has been 
ftelds. Only a small percentage dramage ditches serving the Dewey tells us are caused on' Bob Davilla who lives just east set for Jan. 2. at the Wapello 
of the plowing that would nor- Bernice Scarber farm have, hillsides where the water drains of Burlington on US 34, seeded a elementary school. 
mally be finished by this time been cleaned out and deepened., down to a less impervious clay· field of wheat on Nov. 7. That Bill Small, Wapello, is 4-H 
has I:>een dooe. j A series of shallow surface layer and then moves out to is a btl late in the season, but president and Jack Gipple, of 

ditoltes are being constructed! the surface where the clay is wilh a break in the weather, Columbus Junction, county 
WILLIAM VIERLING, east of every 300 feet to carry off exposed. Plans are being made, and as there is plenty of mois- committee chairman. j 



Soil Surveys: A Rural Tool With Urban Values 
By Arlo Jacobson 

A RURAL HOUSING devel­
opment was built ncar Ce­

dar Rap1ds on ground that 
was once a 
slmigh where 
ducks made 
their home. 
When the \\a­
ter and the 
ducks came 
,back, proper­
ty values 
plummeted. 

'Nit.SoN In W a r ren 
MOON county a hous-

i n g develop­
ment that would have de­
pended on septic tanks was 
forestalled when county of!i­
tl31s lc.1mcd the land was 
not SUitable for septic tanks 
and reqUired Jot sizes that 

would have made the land 
development prohibitive. 

Tbe two situations have a 
common Jink: Soil surveys to 
classify oil into types and 
gh e the characteristics and 
makeup of each. The soil sur­
vey program in IO\\·a is con­
sidered to be the most ag­
gres ive among tbe 50 states. 

The soil surveys are con­
ducted under auspices of the 
U.S. Soil Conservation Service 
and hence are considered by 
many to be agriculturally ori­
ented. 

That they are but the infor­
mation developed m the ex· 
pensive and time-eonsumiqg 
process of a soil survey is o( 
value not only to agricul­
turalists, but to housing de· 
\'elopers, county road engi­
neers, regional planners and 

county assessors, who use the 
surveys to help set land val· 
ues lor tal' purposes. 

The task of scientifically 
surveying every acre of Iowa 
soil, which limped along 
slo"IY for years with lJ S. 
Department of Agnculture 
funds, has been speeded up 
cons1der;1bly wilh state and 
county funds the last lew 
years and the job should be 
completed in the lorseeable 
future. 

That was the consensus of 
a progress conference con­
d u c t e d recently at the 
Grimes State Office Budding 
by state and federal soil con­
servation officials and Iowa 
State University representa­
tives. 

AS SHOWN in the accom­
panying map, 30 Iowa 

counties have been completed 

Counties In black on tbe above map are those in which soil survey map­
ping has been completed or is now in progress. Crosshatched counties are 
those in which firm agreements have been reached ror initiation o£ soil surve)·s. 

and the project is advancing 
at the rate of three and a 
hall counties per year. An 
additional 19 counties will 
have their surveys completed 
by July I, 1971, and 14 other 
counties have made hrm of­
fers of sharing the cost. 

W1lson T. Moon, state con­
servationist. said that on top 
of this, 14 other counties have 
indicated an interest in mak­
ing a financial contribution 
for initiation of a soil survey 
and informational meetings 
have been held to discuss the 
program. 

"Counties continue to show 
a real interest and have in· 
dicated by their offers of con­
(nbutions that they are will· 
ing to support the program at 
a level that will permit con­
tinuation of field-mapping in 
J9 counties each year, provid· 
ing other funding lor this 
purpose is sufficient to.m""t 
the costs," :\loon said. 

Why a soil survey? 

"i\ soil survey provides de­
tailed information concerning 
the location and character· 
istics of each kind of soil in a 
county," said Lacy I. Har­
mon, state soil scientist lor 
the U.S. Soil Conservation 
Service. 

"In nature, a kind of soil 
can be thought of as having 
unique properties as does 
each kind of flower, tree or 
animal. Like flowers and 
trees, each kind of soil has a 
name and characteristics all 
its own." 

The work of classifying 
soils, of which 150 different 
kmds may be found in a 
county, is so mtncate that It 
takes a Sl\I'Vey party of three 
men four years to complete a 
county. 

The survey includes com-
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pilation of basic soil facts, 
including a map showing the 
location of each kind of soil, 
and a precise descriplion of 
the properties of each. 

The •urvey also pro\ ides 
specific information and sug­
gestions concerning tbe man. 
agement, use, and limitations 

of each soil lor crop,, pas· 
ture, woodland and "lldlilc. 

Also included are various 
engineering applications such 
as construction 'and mamtc­
nance of commercial, indus­
trial and residential bUild-

SURVEY-
Please turn to Page Two 

Soil Scientist Lacy Harmon with Core Sample 

I 
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Lists Limits on Soil Usage 
SURVEY-

contmued from Page One 

ings, streets and highways, 
bndges, flood retarding and 
control structures, drainage 
and irrigation systems, plus 
solid and liquid waste dis­
posal systems. 

This information is used for 
such purposes as avoiding the 
use of improper fill for a 
roadbed. not allowing housing 
developments in unsuitable 
areas, prohibiting use of seJ>­
tic tanks in certain types of 
soils where they would not 
ftmctJOn properly, and a ·host 
of others. 

Agncullural p u r p o s e s 
would include land-usc capa­
bility grouping and manage­
ment suggestiOnS; fertilizer 
and lime requirements, rela­
hve productivity and esti­
m a t e of atlamahle crop 
yields for a g1ven soil type. 

~E SURVEY would also 
Ust restrictions and limita­

tions of soils, haz~rds associ­
ated with each soil and sug­
gestions for overcoming or 
mimmizing these obstacles. 

William G. Harrington of 
-Cedar Rapids, Linn County 
Engineer, commented at the 
meeting that his county's 
share of the soil survey 
would be less than the cost of 
building a modest home in an 
improper location, or replac 
mg washed-oUt ftll in a 
roadbed. 

"We had a housing devel­
opment built ncar Cedar Rap­
ids on a marsh \\here durks 
used to rest. Afler the devel­
opment ~<as buill, the 11 ater 

came hack and so did the 
ducks," Harrlng(()n said. 

Robert W ~lickle, director 
of the Central Iowa Regional 
Planning Commission, dis­
cussed the Importance of 
soils and topographic infor-

mation in determining cri­
teria for regional ahd local 
land use. wning, water and 
sewer regulations and build­
ing and road standards 

He cited a specific instance 
in Warren county in wh1ch 

John Highland, soil scientist from Ames, uses a 
hydraulic probe mountfd on a truck to take soil core 
samples three inches in diameter. The machine can probe 
as deep as 15 to 20 feet . 

soil survey mformation was 
used to preven~ ~evelopment 
of a housing area that would 
have used septic tanks. 

A survey consists of taking 
samples of eaqh "kind of soil 
to a depth of 40 to 50 inches 
- with a few sites observed 
to greater depths. Detailed 
observations are made of soil 
cores laken from each horizon 
or layer within those depths. 

The number of detailed ob­
servations varies from 50 to 
100 per section depending on 
the number of different kinds 
of soils which exist within the 
area. 

Classification of soilS on the 
basis of engineering criteria 
Is done il1 accordance with a 
s y s t e m approved by the 
A m e r i c a n Association o£ 
State Highway Off1cials with 
the unified systfm developed 
b)• the U.S. Corps of Engi­

neers. 
This includes the water 

permeability of each soJI and 
its water -holding capacity. 
the shrink and swell charac 
teristics of each soil; degree 
of acidity; and suitability as 
a source of topsoil, sand, 
gravel, road fill and imper­
mc'able material. 

The survey Hsts the proper­
ties of each soil that affect 
its suitability for a highway 
location, ror1 Pal!on area, res­
ervoir, dams, em"ankments. 
drainage, Irrigation, terraces 
and diversions settling ba­
sin and waterways, and re.i­
dential and commercial de­
velopment. 

General information is also 
i n c I u d e d such as physi­
ography, geology. water SUJ>­
ply, climate, agnculture, his­
tory ~nd trends. 

Soil District 
Silver Ann. 

The 25th annual report ol the 
Des Moines County SoU Con­
servation District w1lJ be out 
soon and It w1lJ be dedicated to 
the men who have served as 
commissioners during the past 
quarter century slnee it was 
first organized In February, 
1946. 

Noah Schrock, Burlington, was 

1 

the first chairman serving wtth 
Edwin Cling, MedlapoUs and the 
late John Blaul ot Yarmouth as 
members ol the brtglnal board. 
others were Howard Gieselman, 

Wapello, the latP Kenneth Red­
:ern of Yarmouthi Hugh Jamison, 
"Vt edJ:ipolts; Home r Woodward of 
Burlington; Walter Ey re, Bur­
lington; c. E. (Jack) Pilling, 
MedJapol1s; Theodore Berning, 
\1edlapolls; Eugene Schulte, 
Burlington Rt. 3; Arthur Cor­
man, Sperry; and Harold Yohe, 
Medlapolls. 

Originally It was a board o! 3 
members but has been expanded 
to live in recent ye-ars. These 
positions are now being lllled 
by Henry Dockendorff, Danville; 
Rex Troute, Rt. 1, Burlington; 
s. S. Barton and William Vler­
llng, Med!apol!s; and Albert Sch­
ulz, Rt. 3, Burjlngton. 

~~· /l.u.,,r fA...-. ;l. -18·11 

S. S. BARTON of Mediapolis, 
a SOil district comnuss10ner, 
altended the commissiooers 
short cour.;e in Ames last week. 

Says he got an education on 
soil subject ma:ter equal to six 
months of study. A law is being 
introduced in the present legis­
lature that will make unnec­
e.s.sary soil losses a nuisance 
and prcwide means of enforcing 
the u.se of soil-saving practices. 
Surrell says that control of soil 
losses must start at tile top 
of the hill. 

;j"-'--t, ~ ~ -? . ,, 
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Nature holds 
lesson for man 

Man Is in trouble wllh his Runkel, an Iowa State 
environment, but if he will university forestry graduate, 
learn from nature, he still has presented his message through 
a good chance of staying on slides, mostly taken by h1msell, 
this old planet. and commentary. 

This was the heart of the He told the Kiwanians that 
delivered to the there are three all-imvortant 

___ .....,_ leSS<lns to be learned from 

Syh·an 

Runkel 

nathre: 
'o species of animal has ever 

increased without limit 
"Does man thmk he is the 
exception?'' 

I 
"Extreme bigb popula~ion 

does violence to the dignity of 
the individual," causing great 

_ poverty and loss of privacy 
Kiwanis club at a noonhme " The higher the population of 
dinn~r meeting at Hotel any species, the less freedom 
Burlington. I than animal has. Put two crows 

~~ ~~......__ ..;L-'-/- 7 I 

ASC-SCS Meeting 
At local School Monday 

Your !arming decision for 1971 
will be affected by the new gov­
ernment reed grain program whe­
the r or not you participate. 

To receive assistance In this 
management decision, plan to 

attend the next Adult Farmer 
class sponsored by the Media­
polls vocational Agriculture de­
partment. 

Monday, February 8, Deane 
Thornton, county ASC otnce 
manager, will discuss the feed 
grain program and Ralph Dewey, 
SCS work Unit Cons~rvationlst, 
will discuss conservation pay­
ments. 
All Interest~ persons are In­

vited to attend the 7:30 p.m. 
meeting In the Ag. classroom, 
Mediapolis High School, 

HAROLD YOHE, a forn1er 
SoL Dis:rict CommiSSioner 
11 hose farm is northwest of 
~fediapolis. confesses he ran 
o•·er one of the urface inlet 
pipes he installed least year to 
take tlle water underground and 
through tile from his parallel 
terraces. Says he was able to 
straighten out the perforated 
pipe with httle harm done. 

The messenger was Sylvan T. in a 4ll-acre field and they won't 
Runke.l, Des Momes, field bump into each other; put 500 
biologiSt with the So 11 in the same [ieid and you have 
Cinservation Service. He was warfare." 
the guest of Ralph Dewey, dis- Runkel said tha~ man must 
trict conservationist of the U. realize that "he is a part of 
S. Soil Conservation Serv1ce. nature - not above nature -
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something special In nature, but 
not abojie it. 

"Man is as close to nature 
as the next breath he takes." 
and for this reason he must 
learn to control air pollution 
and other forms of pollution 

gar has been wlth the Louisa 
County olflce since 1946. 

Bryant began work ln the Wap­
ello SCS oUlce ln June and wUI 
move hls !amlly to the area as 
soon as suitable housing ls found. 

He is a graduate or Seymour 
hlgh school, attended Iowa State 
Un1vers1ty at Ames for two years 
and received his degree 1n agron­
omy rrom Western illJnois Univ­
e r sity at Macomb, lll. this month. 
He worked in the Corydon office 
before going to Des Moines Coun-
ty. 

Most Goals 
Reached By Soil 
Conservation 

His wue, Janice, 1s a Home 
Economics teacher at Danville 
and formerly taught In the Mor­
ning Sun schools. 

Most of the goals for the 1971 
Fiscal Year have already been 
reached by the Des Moines c ou­
nty SoU Conservation District 
according to the r eport of Dis­
trict Conservationist, Ralph E. 
Dewey of Burlington. 
"Planning goals have generally 

been exceeded well before the end 
of tbe fiscal period,'' Dewey 
stated . "OUr only discouraging 
area has been construcUon of 
We ouUet terraces. Terracing 
has been a large part of our 
workload for the past t1ve years,' ' 
the conservaUonist conUnued. 
flwe have averaged nearly twenty 
roUes a year for several sea­
sons, but we will Ukely end up 
with only about 15 roUes this 
year." 

Named Soil 
Conservationist 

They have five children who wUI 

r 

Harry Bryant, soU conserva­
tion technician tor Des Moines 
County since 1966, bas been app­
ointed Louisa County SoU con- ~ 
servatlonlst. Bryant wU! be 
replacing Arnold Winegar who 
will retire ln September. Wine-

be attending Vapello Community 
schools this fall: Dean, a sopho­
more, Bruce , a fres hman, Beth, 
8th grade, BlaJr, 6th and Steven, 
5th. 

Conservationists 
cu,in service awards 
District Conservationists Ralph E. 

Dewey of Burlington and Frank H. 
Mullen of Donnellson were among soil 
cons~rvationists honored for length of 
serviCe at a recent gathering of the Soil 
Conservation Service employes in 19 
southeast Iowa counties at Lake Darling. 

Area Con~ervationist John Eckes of 
Fairfield presented the awards for 30 
years of service to Mullen and to Dewey 
for 25 years. 
. In addition, the Burlington conserva­

hon off1ce was cited for having per­
formed 20 years without accident and 
15 years without lost-time injury. 

Also attendmg the meeting from Lee 
county were Conservation Technician 
Burdette Stamps and Soil Scientist 
Charles Kiepe. From the Des Moines 
county staff were Soil Conservationist 
Wmston Cooper and refired conserva­
tioniSt Ray Audsley. 

·---------------------------------=-:.:-:...c·:.:·.:-=--::-:.:•::-..:·::·-::•::•.,::-:.•...:•.:-::":::"-:::•••1 00 l"IVUUUIJ ~,.lll!_;j tile \.-lUll:') 111111. 



Soil conservation 
need still grows 

WASHINGTON (UP!) - In 63 per cent of all the lnven­
spite of nearly four decades of toried land needs some kind of] 
growing attention to soil conser- conservation treatment. This in­
vation, nearly two-thirds of the eludes 64 per cent of the crop­
nation's nonfederal rural land land, 71 per cent of the pasture­
still needs some kind of conser-
vation treatment. .-- -

That summary emerges from 
a newly updated national inver,. · 
tory of soil and water conserva-

1 

tion needs as of 1967 just pub- 1 
lished in Washjngton by the 
Agriculture Department's Soil 
Conservation Service. The in-
ventory was the first since ~ 
1959. • 

SCS technicians said the in- 0 

ventory covers all privately 1: 
owned rural land, plus land u 
owned by stale and local gov­
ernments, in 3,087 counties in a 
the 50 slates, Puerto Rico and Pi 
the Virgin Islands. The 1.'38 SE 

billion aeres of land covered m 
represents 63 per cent of ail <iJ 
land in the nation, including 7 
per cent of all ial!d in the 41 
mainland states, 90 per cent ot _ 
the lead in Hawaii and less gOOd condition, 4 per cent 
than 1 per cent of the land in fair and 1 per cent poor. 
Alaska. The state pathologist reporh 

44 Per Cent Cultivatable southern corn leaf blight hi 
The report showed that 44 now been identified in 40 lo\\ 

per cent of the inventory land counties, but the infection 
-about 631 million acres- is light and the number of spor~ 
classed as suitable lor cultiva- trapped remains low 
tion. This is more than twice 'The soybean erop was repor 
the amount of land currently ed mostly in good to excelle• 
being used for crops. condition, with 28 per cent • 

However, the report added, the crop in. 

1 AR OLD WI EGAR, who has 
been soil conservationist in 
Louise county since 1946, will 
retire in September and be, 
replaced by Harry Bryant who 1 
has been a member of the Des 
~!ornes County SCS staff since 
1966 

Bryant has just completed his 
work for a degree in agronomy 
from Western Illinois university! 
at Macomb this month. 
I The Bryants and their five 
children wlil move from their I home in Flint River township 

I 
to Louisa county where the 
children will attend the Wapello 
Community schools. Mrs . 
Bryant has been a home 
econimics teacher in the 

I 
Danville sd rools. 

The greatest of success to 
Harry in his new position and 
a big thanks to Arnold for his 
years of work in controlling 
erosion and saving Louisa 
county soils. 

C.-..2- 3 71 

Winston Cooper Denols Stucker 

WorkforSCS 
Two youths have joined the lure, 1\lechanical and ·ormal 

office of the US Soil Conserva- college of Pine Bluff, Ark. 
lion Service, as trainees. 

He expects to work out of 
Winston Cooper, 21, Emerson, the local office for a -ear, :it· 

Ark., is a graduate of Agricul- ling himsell for a position as 
district soils conservationist. 

Denois Stucker, 18, Is the son 
of the Dwight Stuckers of Ne11 
Lond<>n Rt. 2, :lDd a 1971 
Danville high school graduate. 

Stucker will work under Dis! 
,Conservahonil;t Ralph Dewey 
and Conservation Technician 
Oren Champ this summer, 

, unde.r a new work-study pro­
gram CC>-Ordinated b\' Iowa 

A C0~1PLETE CO\!SERVA- Sperry. has installed straight race ona farm near G~e park will also hold soil and fertilizer I 
TIO, plan is being put into op- terraces to replace old cumng that 11111 rmprore bolh hrs on the fields. 
eration on the Francis Cook ,terraces which do not lend cropland and pasture. The, 

!!State unil·ersity . 

I _ 

farm in Pleasant Grove town- ' themselves to the operation of straight tile outlet terraces ar~ 1 f t 
ship on whrch Darrell Tucker is modern large field equipment. checking silt runoff abo\'e his i f'l<'-<. ·'jf-} 
the tenant. These terraces_ are not only farm pond and are also divert- c r., ..3, _ 11 

Tile outlets ha1·e beenlcontrollmg erosiOn but also are ing some' additional water into 1 
completed and the terraces to draining water off upland the pond. 1

1 
complete the plan will be fields. Three tile lines will carry KE NETH WEHAGE, north- 1 
mslalled after the crop IS out off the water The terraces and t f l\-1""'" 

1
. . H t 

of the fields in the fall. tlle are planned to solre 3 eas o_ ouwpo IS m uron I 
o1mshrp, wrll build hiS terrace 

FR K OE:-\NEY of Pleasant se\'ere seepage problem that t th f h' b ld' 
Grove Township has con- has made farmmg these fields' ;ys em nor 0 15 1 mg 
structed terraces to protect a very diffrcult for several }ears. startmg next month . 
dam and pre1ent soil losses I These terraces 11~ll di\'ert 

· KEITH RE"\11/ER. Dannlle, ·unGff water away from the 
LEON MARSHALL, north of has burl! nearly a mile of ter- buildmgs and his feedlot. They I 
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Hey! The grass needs cutting 
By GEORGE '1\RZECK 

Hawk-Eye Outdoors 11 riter 
It seems not too long ago 

that winter-weary folks were 
lookmg forward to the first good 
bur~t of prmgtimc and the 
;reen, green gra~s of home 

:'\o11, many of us are hau1ing 
out the clippers and mo11ers, 
I'Ondermg why m heck the 
grass needs cutting a~am; or 
else we're 1yagmg an all-out war 
on crabgras 

E1er l'onder about gra.s ? 
. \ bout the entire !amily of this 
plant. that is'! Grass is kno~>n 
to grew in almost every part 
of the l'orld, \ar)ing in 
hetght from 2-incb buffalo­
grass l.o bamboo that scale 
to 100 feet or more. 

consen alto a ts or slate 
crop trnptOI menl ..cs.;octatiOn' 

CurrenU), a concerted effort 
~ bemg made to hnd a gra.! s 
that wtll thnve under htgh 
ap~ltcalions of feedlot waste,, 
and still pro\"lde quality feed 
for li1estock. 

Also needed rery much • 
- is an honest-·o-goodne.• 
· real" gras.s (not plastic ) that 
11111 withstand an almost 
constant tramp of bllS)' feet ~~ 

both sunny and shad) location•. 
pro11ding good corer foJ 
recrcatton and other heanJy . 
used areas. 

It ts pomted out that even 
our lawn g. rasses actual!)' do 

1 
more than just stand around 
lookmg pretty. 

In addilton to controlling 
erosion and lessening flood 

It can be made into milk and damage (with the added benefit , 
beefsteak. Tropical homes are of keepmg muddy footprmts off 
built from grass. Sexy kirts the freshly-scrubed kitciK!n 
have been woven from it long floor), grass is a natural out-
before tbe mini·<kirt came on door air conditioner. 
the scene. One variety of gras.s For example, t h rough 
makes an efficient waste filter e. vaporation and transpiration,, 
In the form of grain - such one acre of grass will release 
a; rtee, wheat, corn and \ , TA~D OF BE\CHGRA ·' Eyeland. Suclt plantings result from about 2400 gallons of water on 
barley - grass is the basic holds sand in place much as other ) cars of Department of Agriculture a smgle summer'. day. This 

1 diet of almost every single grasses retard erosion here in Hawk· research. IS Ute equtvalent of the cooling 
human bemg on earth. And in effect provtded by a 7().ton air 
its spare time, when properly conditioner, and is the reason 
cared for, grass has a way ()ing the earth down wtlh a1 Iowa cattle may grm fat for southern Ca\iiornia, actd· grass feels so cool and good 
of standing there looking pretty. network of roots. on a gourmet·!) pe grass t.bat tolerant grasses and legumes while )OU could fry your 1 

Prevents Erosion Developing the proper grass 110n't grow at all in the for old slrtp·mme areas and breakfast on u1e sizzling, sun· 

A d for certam condtttons takes a out h.. qutck-growmg grasses for baked pavement. 
ccor mg to grass c"pert . construclton sites Sho ld ·1 11 th· k f 1 Wtlmer Stetner of Ute t.:SDA good btl o! kno11·ho11. Some· Steiner, who supervises Ute . · u n a ts rna e us ee 

soil conservation service, grass thing that may prevent soil work or 20 scs plant matenals Thts year the SCS hopes to a bit more kindly towards 
also keeps soil from washmg erosion in 'uburbta mtght centers around the country, release a number of ~ew grass, particularly the nert 
or blowing away by absorbmg simply blow away on a sand,· sars that work is being done grasses to c 0 m m e r c 1 a I tune we have to go out to cut 
the pelting Ioree or rain and by beach. · to· develop fire-resistant plants nursenes through local sot! tt? 

'Jhe H \ WJ,.EYE, Hurling-ton, ln11 ~. \\'edne d.t~·. "eptemher 1, 19il 3 

Conservationists 
win service awards 
District Conservationists Ralph E 

Dewey of Burlington and Frank H. 
Mullen of Donnellson were among soil 
conservationists honored for length of 
service at a recent gathering of the Soil 
Conservation Service employes m 19 
southeast Iowa counties at Lake Darhng. 

Lacl{_ brings 
'borderline' d ought 

0 
• rain 

Area Conservationist John Eckes of 
Fairfield presented the awards for 30 
years o! service to Mullen and to Dewey 
for 25 years. 

In addition, the Burlington conserva­
tion office was cited for havmg per· 
formed 20 years without acctdent and 
15 years without lost-time injury. 

Also attending the meeting from Lee 
county were Conservation Technician 
Burdette Stamps and Soil Scientist 
Charles Kiepe. From the Des Moines 
county staff were Soil Conservationist 
Winston Cooper and retired conserva· 
lionist Ray Audsley. 

'·I suppose this could be con· Apnl and June 11•re the drtcst In ~ea11er oils 11here they 
stdered a bordetline drought.'' on record Smc Jan I, :owl are getting 11hat mo~;ture 
dl$lrict sot! conservaltontsl ramfall L about II mchcs below there is " 
Ralph Dc11ey said Wedne.sda) the no•mal of 2.\ tnrhcs, mol 
about •he tack of ram here 10 smce \pril I, ramfall .., ,2 Another s~vng fartor often 
Augu.st. mches 1>->lo\\ normal overtooKCG IS the dew 'lc11ev 

. Dewey sntd the sand)·SOt s ·d \\~tel• ts heJ\'ter 2 ng tb 
'It SCE'ms It rams here every areas are .suffering, but th ~"!ay rl\·cr than ,n t1e \\estero pn t 

other month and 'ast month tt soil has "maraged lo 1nld oat o[ tltc fltc 
dicn't " Dewey sa1d But added prett)· •ell E1·cn 1at doc.>n t help >Jnd, 
the crops are sttll 10 ''pretty Dewe) p<>tn!ed out 1~e btg~e t hoi\ eve•' Dewev sat~ 
good shape ·• factor savmg the rroos tS U> 

present dPpt~ of he coni rool~ Alt~oug~ record crop ytelds 
Only ~8 of an inch pre· , have ~c•c pro)Crled for some 

cipitation "a~ rt"corded in 
\ugust , tbe third lo11e t total 
on record for thct month 

•·J think in 'fa\ and June " e Do.> y at~ th •o I 
11hen the corn ,;,, making pt odtll It c ' wtll probabl ~e 
great gro\\tb. the rooh \\ere bur• tf ., " don" get om r n 
11orking do\\n de<pcr than 10 ptetll iU ck 

Only Ma1 and July thiS surr>· 1\el ~ears," he 3id. 'Th1< 'It ug t n 'Pr 
rrer producee normal ramfall is pr~babl} .a11ng the crop rlt 

, r 



Conservation bus tour 

Erosion problem 
at Franklin lake 

1be proposed recr~lion area in Des Moines county alone," I 
of Franklm t.awnship poses Welter indtcated. 
erosioil problems, according to "! th d ea 
district conservationist Ralph n e surroun mg . ~ 
E. Dewey of Burlington. there would be hall a rrulhon, 

At a recent tour of the site, and we feel that these. people 
several groups and agencies deserve an area that IS pro­
involved in the area's develop- tected !rom damage as much 
men! met !(! discuss the water- as possible," he said. 
!11ed above the future lake. 

"The expected life of the Jake 
Dewey pointed out that can be extended indelirutely by 

more than 4,400 acres of land, application of a complete ero­
r elatively unprotected, drains sion control plan to the water-
toward the lake. shed," Dewey went on. 

An inventory and evaluation $400,000 Cost 
of this watershed has been "Cost of such control Is 
prepared lor the. Des Moin~ estimated at Jess than $400,000, 
County ConservatiOn ll<Jara m much of which would be eligible 
a preliminary effort to protect for federal cost sharing assist-
the Jake !rom siltation. ance." 

Board Cha~man Richard Present at the meeting at the 
Snyder, satd, . We are hopmg invitation of the Des Moines 
to avotd th~ slit problems that county soil conservation district 
have detenorated the state- were: the county conservation 
owned lakes such as G.eode and board, board of !supervisors, 
Lake Darhng to the pomt where Agricultural Stabilization and 
they have lost mucb of thetr Conservation Service com­
recreation value. mittee, and the district forester. 

"Our hope is to ~Ian for 
1 

The HA WK·EYE l O I 
eroston control of the watershed Burli ngton Iowa 
along with con.struction, so that Wednesday, 'Jun e 30. 1971 
we may be sure of a longer 
life lor the lake." I 

Dewey pointed out tha t 
under existing silt hazards, 
the useful life of the lake ~ru~y 
well be only 20 to 30 yea~. 

He also noted ' the extreme 
costs of dredging silt from some 
of the Iowa lakes that have 
become damaged. In one!. 
instance, more than $1 million 
has been spent over a Io-year 
period, and the Jake is still not 
in 1•ery good shape. 

Conservation board director 
John Welter told the group 
about erosion control work t 
already completed around the 
edges of the proposed 12o-acre I 
Jake. 

50,000 Prospective Users 
"We have at least 50.000' 

prospective users of this area 

Attending 
Conservation 
Camp 

Dennis Walker of RR3, Bur­
lington, a graduate o! Med­
i~olis high school is currently 
attending the Iowa Teachers Con­
servation Camp at Springbrook 
State Park near Guthrie Center. 

The camp is sponsored jointly 
by the State Conservation Comm­
ission, University of Northern 

- Iowa and the State Department 
of Public Instruction. This pro­
gram provides the opportunity 
for Iowa teachers to learn con­
servation by taking field trtps 
led by experts In the field of 
forestry, geology, soils, botany, 
fish and game management and 
natural resource conservation in 
general. 

He and approxlm ately 100 other 
teachers from all parts o! the 
state receive college credits for 
their participation In this out­
door school, now In Its 22nd 
summer. 

Thf teacher~ are staying at 
the new Conservation Education 
Center adjolnln~; Springbrook 
where part of their study takes 
place. However, during the 3 
week sessions the participants 
will be traveling. 1000 miles to 
study at various areas o!lnterest 
particular to the topic of study 
for the day. Dennis will be at 
the camp !rom June 27toJuly17. 

He will be a high school tea­
cher at Madrtd, Ia. school. Mr. 
Walker Is being sponsored at the 
camp by the Longcreek Con­
servation Club. 

Terraces and 
soil conservation 

Technic ans at the Des Moines 
County Soil Conservation District 
office haYe been busy installing 
terraces and farm ponds on the 
land the past several weeks. In 
some cases, their work bas 
spilled over to the neighboring 
counties. 

Miliord Hays has applied near­
ly a mile of terraces to his 80 
acre farm just over tOe border 
in Louisa county, where the new 
terrace system controls runoff 
from all his cropland. More 
than a dozen inlets into new tile 
sy~tems on the farm, provide a 
way for excess water to get o.ff 
the field witb<>ut taking silt with 
11 

South of Danville, the Nealey 
Bro•bers are now farming a re­
cently purchased place and found 
a need for protecting a ditch 
as well as providing water for 
a pasture. 

They shaped and seeded a wat­
erway for several hundred feet 
below a county road and built 
a farm pond at the edge M the 
pas~ure. A water pipe ru.pning 
through the dam to a tank below 
the dam wilt provide a !me 

upply of livestock water when 
the pond fills 

Mel Raid purchased the old 
Joe Kuntz place just off Htghway 
61 south of Burlington last year 
and proceeded to make some 
changes. He is surrounding his 
pasture area with a most attrac­
tive board (ence and has also 
butlt a pond for a good water 
supply to the grass area 

Since the pond is alongside the 
barnlot, he has hJd to build a 
diver ion terrace to carry runoff 
from the lots away fro m the pond 
to avoid pollution The diversion 
takes excess water several hun­
dred feet east of tho pond where 
1t is dumped through ,m erosion 
control structure into an open 
ditch. 

Among others bUilding ter­
races recently are John Henry. 
north of Burlingl9n and Leon 
Marshall east of Sperry Henry's 
terr.1ces are keeping :tOil from 
washing off cropland into a 
woodod area. The l arshall ter­
races protect a fairly steep stde 
hill from eroding a ~d with tile 
outlets are providin g'" relief from 
a large sidebill seep area that 
once nearly prohibited brming 
tbe field. 

A litUe different snrt of pond 
has been built by Earl Mansfield 
on an acreage near Sperry 
Manofield believes the country is 
the place to li ve and found a 
scenic spot in the Yellow Springs 
watershe~. 

His pond bas been designed 
to give him a water supply for 
Ius bous• and lot. A well bit 
will be constructed alongside the 
pond, from which be can put 
the p~nd water lhrough a treat-

ment system making It very 
suitable for family use ln addi­
tion, the pond will provide an 
exc~llent setting for the home 
and Tecreation as well. 

Leroy Rauhaus is another Des 
Mottles county farmer with land 
in Louisa county. He recent· 
ly completed digging an open out­
let ditch through •orne of the 
low 4rea of his farm to provide 
a better condition to raise crops. 
He bas additional plans for . im~ 
ilar surface drainage on hts land 
on the bottoms near Huron. 

The Nelson Brothers North of 
Medtapolis, have installed sev 
eral erosion control dams during 
the summer and they are looking 
forward to doing some erosion 
and pollut icr.. control work in con­
junction with their feedlot opera­
tio:l. 

Som e o( the older e~;osion con~ 
lrol work in Des Moines county 
bas deteriorated through the 
years :me' needs reconstruction. 
North of Danville, Elloworth 
Dodos has found that an old 
farm pond was filling with silt 
from nearby cropped fields. To 
correct this, he has rebuilt thP 
pond to make it deeper and will 
soon be -eoostructing a tile out 
let tf'rrace on the cropland to 
keep silt from getting mto the 
new tructure. 

The reconstructed pond will 
provide good livestock water for 
his pasture as WE.>ll a:s a ~pot 
for recreation 

Earl Beckman near Prairtl' 
Gro\ e does a good· deal of his 
own earthmoving wlth hi~ craw· 
ler tr~ctor. Last year he started 
building an erosion dam which 
wUI hold several feet of water 
and check erosion from .several 
acr'!s of cropland. 

ThiS dam was completed this 
summer along with a tile outlet 
diw•rsion to check erosion from 
a field above a tree ar(l'a 

W,1yne Corman completed a 
pa,ture water supply n e a r 
Sperry This is in a gully next 
to 11ne in which he built an cro 
sioo control dam a year ago. 
Little by little he is controlhng 
a very rolling farm. 

The w~~·ne Cormans WCI"(' 

chosen as representative family 
for the Farmers Home Admims­
lration earlier this year for tbetr 
eonlinuing work tn building up 
their farr . 1~ 

Albert Schultz, as commision­
er w•lh the DMC·SCD, built some 
more terraces ea~ l of his build· 
ings during the summer. The 
tile outlr' structure box in his 
cropland c:.rries runoff safely 
throygh tile systems to pasture­
land below 

--------------~~------------~--~--------~------~----~---



Watershed 
Proiect Planned 
Th~ White Breast Creek Water­

ohtd Protection Project has been 
ar·r·roved fvr planning assistance 
from the u. s. SoU Conservation 
S-.vtce, State Conservationist 
wuwn T . Moon announced. 
Tile dr:.lnage area of the project 

lncludPS S6,800 acres ln Clarke 
C~unty nd 7600 ac1es In L •cas 
County. uwater from th area 
1 dratnln~ Into the Red Rock Re­
servoir,'' Moon says, "and the 
Installation of conservation mea­
sur~ above the reservoir will 
help reduce the amount of 
s.,.dlmtmt gotng tnto ll. " 

While sediment going Into the 
r~servolr wUI be reduced, the 
motor problem In the area Is 
noodlng, according to Moon. 
"About 6000 acres of cropland 
and pasture are nooded each 
year,' ' Moon says. The city of 
Osce~la Is also Interested In a 
municipal water supply. 

Local sponsors of· the project 
are the Clarke County SoU Con­
servation District, Clarke CountY 
Board of Supervisors, Clarke 
County Conservation Board, 
Lucas County SoU Conservation 
Dlstrtct and the Lucas County 
Board or Supervisors. 

The Soli Conservallon Service 
Watershed Planning Party will 
begin wurklng with the sponsors 
and othpr local repres~ntaUves 
tmmedlalely to develop a land 
treatment plan. 

The White Breast Watershed 
Project Is the 5oth project In 
Iowa approved for planning. 

7/L ~ /'k..- t~ 
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Win Conservation 
Teacher Awards 

lrs. Ruttl Mertens and Sherman 
Lundy, teachers In the Burling­
ton School system, have been 
~hosen outstanding conserv•­
tton teachers In Southeast Iowa 
In an awards program co-spon­
sored by the Des Moines County 
SoU Conservation District. 

District Chairman, Henry Dock­
endorf! of Danville In making the 
~ouncement stated, "We are 
proud of the excellent work of 
these teachers In promoting the 
cause of soU and water con­
servation to the young people 
tn the area." 

usoth these teachers are ac­
tive members of the Eoviroo­
m ent Conservation Education 
CouocU which Is sponsored by 
the district," tbe chairman eon• 
tlnued. "Through tbe couneU 

they have been urglftg.allacbac>ls 
ot"the county to teaeh more about 
the environment." 

Both Mrs. Mertens and Mr. 
Lundy have attended the Iowa 
Teachers Consel vation Camp at 
Springbrook Park, where college 
level courses are offered to help 
teachers to teach conservation. 
Both have also •ttended tho annual 
Fall workshop at Luther, Iowa 
sponsored by the Iowa Conserva ... 
tlon Education CouncU. 

Mrs. Mertens, an elementary 
teacher at Middletown has long 
been active In the Long Creek 
Conservation Club and the Iowa 
Wlldllle Federation. She Is a 
strong believer In using the out­
doors as a c1ass1 oom to help 
youngsters understand their en­
vironment. 

As a high school science tea­
cher, Lundy has extended his 
Interests to support the Ecology 
Club and tn many scouting actl­
vltles. 

As winners in the regional com ... 
pel1hon, represeottng elemen­
tary and secondary teaching div­
Isions, Mrs. Mortons and Lundy 
are now competing against out­
standing teachers from eight ot­
her regions for statewide awards. 
Announcement of rLnal awards 
wtll be made by the other co­
sponsor, the Des Moines Farm 
& Home Register. -?Jr.... ·~·- 7~..,., b .. ~ 
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Altru a learn of pollution 
..---0<-'--•~·' a ~ R. ard Coocrro inlo !lon ' '"" 

r e E;n lfODrnefltal mtmb<r "ill repre tot the 
_ • n C4ntro1 Commt .ton local club on the Eo,·iroo-

were special gul!.lts at the meoJ>J . Polluticn Cnotrol 
Comm1. 1oo. Tbtl are Laura 

dinner·meelmg o! Burlington Webmaoo and ·.\lr . 'lar) 
llrtl.!2 cub Tuesda) night, Buettner. 
pt ~1 at Ho.e. Burbnglon 
The men pr ented a rtlm and Altrusa cub " ol Ollnue 
rrallon program on '"PoUu· ' 1970-<J COIIUilU • ser 1 e 

lion m the Bur!mgwn Area " proJ<!Cl, ' i'ro S k.s o 
Mrs DoreJ:a Robtr. on and her 
Communtty ServiCe commtltee ' 

ere m tbarge or the ererung 
program 

In keeping •ritb the Altrusa 
International lbeme, "Turn 

Science Day 
In Burlington 

On September 30 tbe Mediapolis 
School system wtll have :m En­
vironmental Science Day at Hunts 
Woods at the southwest edge of 
Burlington. 
It wUJ begin for the students al 

approximately 9:30 a.m. 
The Instructors wUl be: Stan 

Tate, Area ForPster who will. 
teach Forestry; Sylvan Runkel, 
SCS Biologist, who wtll teac 
woodland ecology; Ralph Dewey 
SCS District Conservallools 
who wUl teach soUs; and Robe 
B. Moorman, Extension WUdlll 
Conservationist, who will teac 
wUdllle. 

There will be a lunch break a 
noon with each student bringing 
a sack lunch. 

Huron, Sperry and Yarmouth 
sixth graders wUl attend this 
Environmental Science Day, 

Des Moines 
county SCS 
25 years old 

Des ~loines County Soil Con 
servation District was arnont 
19 recognized lor 25 )ears of 
service at the 25th Annual Con 
ference or SOli district COffi· 

missioners in Des ~loines . 

Accepting the award for the 
local district was S. S Barton 
of Mediapolis, a board member 

The citation on the "'' ard 
shows that Des Momes County 
Soil Conservation district was 
cflartered Feb. 28, 1946. 

The original dLStnd com· 
missioners were 'oah Scflrock, i 
Oak,·il!e; John I. Blaul, Yar­
mouth, and Ed11 m Cling, 
Mediapolis. Influential i n 
organization of the district was 
Walter B. E}Te of Burlington 
who was e.nension director at 
that time. Eyre later was 
elected as a dislr~ct com­
missioner. 

"The Soil Conservation D~ .. 
trict has helped over 1,000 farm 
owners and operators wiUt 
erosion control and land use 
problems in the past quarter 
century," Barton stated. "We 
are now helping all types of 
rural and urban land users to 
protect and unprore our 
en,•ironment. ., 

Also attending the Des )!oine.s 
Conference were Conunissioner I 
Rex '!'route, DistriCt Clerk Mrs. 
~llldred Klemkop! and District 
Conservationist RaJ~ Dewey, 
all or Burlmgton. 
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18 Teachers Win · 
Regional Soil Awards 

By Charlie Ne"les 
( Ed ltnr of to o11 F11r m R:eq1 t•• 

£1GHTEE Iowa teachers 
were named Saturda.v '" 

regional winners in tile con­
serv•!ton teacher contest of 
the Iowa Sot! Conservation 
Achtevement Awards Pro­
gram. 

The w;nncrs, who will noll 
compete for the st•te tttle. 
wrre announced by the con­
test co-t•h•n·m•n -- Wtlson T 
\loon, state conservaltonist 
for the Sotl C.onservation 
• crvtce. and Wt!liam H. Gret 
ncr, dtrector of the Iowa De­
p a r I m e n t of 01! Con­
.-prvatJOn. 

Selection was based on lhe 
teachers' effecltveness tn 
<·onscrvation education. or­
ganizing field tnp . creatm~ 
an awareness of conservalton 
problems at the local, state 
and national levels. and 
motivating students to pro­
mote con sen at ion of natural 
re ources. 

The program is sponsored 
by The Des ~Joines Regi~tcr 
qnd Tribune and the Iowa 
Farm Register. m co-oper­
ation with cqnservafton and 
educahonal agenctes. 

Thts year for lhe first ltmr 
the teacher sedion ronsisled 
of I wo dt 'lstons - 1 I I km­
rler!(arfen through etghth 
grade •nrl 121 ninth through 
twelflh. 

F'ollnwml'! ;tre thP aw:~rrl 

winners hsted bv the ntne 
Contest r e g I 0 0 S and the 
schools ther represent: 

Region I 
1 VorthtcesiJ 

Division 1.-Mtss Man El­
len Keegan, Le ~Iars-, Le 
Mars Community School. 

Dtvtsion 2. - Frederick A. 
Van Loh, Sheldon, Sheldon 
Community SchooL 

ro tive users of this area 

Region Z 
(.Vnrlh-central, west) 

Dtvtsion l -Mrs. Helen 
Grav. Esthervtlle, Roosevelt 
Sch~ol. 

Division 2 Dale Mallorv. 
Laurrns. L•urens Commumty 
School. 

Re~:inn :1 
I t\'orth-central, Pn8tJ 

Dl\·tswn I -LeRo · Cake­
ncr . Grundv Center. Gt·undy 
Center Elementary rhool. 

Divtsion 2-Da,:trl .J Fbnl, 
Hampton Hampton C.ommu­
mly School 

Region 4 
INnrthea.sli 

01\·tston I. -Mrs Helen 
Phtllip, Arlington. Arhngton 
Allendanc• Cen!Pr of Star­
mont 

Dtvision 2 -Stanle~ Whel· 
ehrl. Cedar Valls Orange 
High School. Waterloo. 

Region 5 
fl\'esl-cenlralJ 

Dimton 1.-~tr \lary 
K u n z e Oakland, Oakland 
Community High- School. 

Dtvision 2.-Sister Caroline 
\l'mge~t. Can·oll, Kuemper 
Htgh School 

R egion~ 

tCenlral/ 
ni,·isinn I .\1rs. Naomi 

Smith. Nevada. 'evada Com­
mumty School. 

Dtviston 2 Gerald F' Sut 
I n n lndtanola. lndtanola 
Cnmmuml School 

RPJ,linn 7 
I Ea•t-cenlra/J 

Dinston J - Mrs Arlene 
Ford, Brooklvn. Hartwtck 
Elementary School, Hart­
\IICk 

Diviston ~. Francis L. 
Abel. West Branch. West 
Branch Commumty SchooL 

Region 8 
I Southwesf) 

lltvtsion I. --Mts. Euarda 
Huntsman. Red Oak, Red 
Oak .Junior Htgh Srhoot 

Dtviston 2. R F Haupl . 
man. \lount ,\yr. \1ount Ayr 
C~mmumty School. 

Re!fion R 
(Southeast/ 

[)I\ IS tOn I. - - ~Irs. Ruth 
\lerten~ Burlmgton, Bur 
linglon C.ommumt} chool 
(Middletown). 

Division ~~<;herman P 
Lundy, Burlington. Burlington 
Community High • chon!. 

MRS_ RUTH SHERMAN P 

MERTENS LUNDY 

MRS. ARLENE FRANCIS L 

FORD ABEL 

MRS_ MA RY SISTER CAROLINE 

KUNZE WINGERT 

LEROY DAVID J. 

CAKERICE FLINT 

MARY ELLEN 

KIEGAN 

FREDERICK A 

VAN LOH 

EUARDA 

HUNTSMAN 

MRS. NAOMI 

SMITH 

MAS. HELEN 

PHILLIP 

MRS HE"LEN 

GRAY 

R. e. 
HAUPTMAN 

GERALD • . 

SUTTON 

STANLEY 

WHELCHEL 



1\WARD WINNERS at the Des 
'lomeR county soil awards banquet 
here Wednesday night, were, paired 
from left: )1r<. Ruth :\1ertens and 
herman Lundy, teachers; Mr. and 

Mrs. J,enneth Wehage, new coopera­
tors; i'lfr. and Mt. f'h~rles i\fatsch, 
owners of tenant farm, aood Mr. and 
Mrs. Carl Shumaker, owner·OJ>Cra· 
tors. 

Soil conservation 
efforts recognized I 

ACCEPTI"'G AWARDS at the 
annual De~ ~1oines Countv Soil Con· 
servation District b&nqutt"" ere, from 
left, .James Howell, vocahonal agri­
culture instructor at Mediapolis Com· 
munity high school; John Seymour, 
Danville, tenant winner; Harold 

Yohe, owner-operator winner, and 
Dwight Stucker. representing A. ~f. 
Wagner & Sons. to receive the new 
coo)1erator award for the Wagners 
and l>kk Mapel. tenant• on the Wag· 
ner farm near Danville. 

Soil Awards Given 



THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 1971 

Conservationists 
To Be Honored 
Outstanding soU conservailon­

lsts will be honored November 10, 
1971, as tbe Des Molhes County 
SoU Conservation District holds 
Its Annual Awards Banquet at 
First Congregaiio~al Church In 
Burllngton. 

Highlighting the event as guest 
speaker will be Minora Amem­
lga, extension agronomist o!Iowa 

Teachers 
Honored 

Third grade teacher, Mrs. Ruih 
Mertens ot Middletown, and BHS 
biology teacher, Sherman Lun­
dy, were recognized as outstand­
Ing conservation teachers In a 
twelve county southeast Iowa re­
gion. Presentation or awards was 
made at the Annual Workshop of 
the Iowa Conservation Education 
Council at L utber, Iowa Ibis mo­
nth. 

In the presentation of these 
awards, Mrs. Mertens was cited 
for her continuing, enthusiastic 
eUort to expand the role of con­
servation education In the sch­
oolS of Burlingtt>n and Des Moi­
nes County. She has helped In 
preparing teacher materialS that 
are belpl\l.l to other instructors 
and had encouraged many to 
attend the Conservation Teachers 
Camp at Springbrook state Park. 

Lundy has served the past year 
as chairman or the Environmental 
Conserv..tlon Education Council 
ot Des Moines • County and has 
been the spearhead of efforts tor 
environmental studies In Bur­
lington schoolS. H1s research 
bas helped prepare new and bet­
ter approacbe to teachlng Ecol­
ogy 1n the schoolS. As coun­
selor to the BHS Ecology Club, 
Lundy has lgnlted youth of the 
aommun.lty to action benefitting 
the enrtronment. Hls activities 

lth youth also extend to the 
scoutlnj; progr:un where be has 
been greatly active. 

Both Irs. .lertens and lr. 
Lundy ha\-e been entered In sute­
w !de competition reperese 
t e southeast lo,.·a aNa with 
acbievemen • Tbey will be 
thcr honored • 'ovember 10 
the annual soU district hanqueL 

Stale University, who special­
Izes In conservation! land use 
and resource development. 
Dr. Amemlga has served In 

agricultural positions ·In Ohlo, 
Colorado, Call!ornia and Texas 
before coming to Iowa In 1960. 
He Is aUUlated with several sct­
entl!lc societies and bas been 
named a Fellow 1n the American 
Association !or the Advancement 
or Science. 

He has r~enUy been elected 
president of the Iowa Chapter ot 
the SoU Conservation Society 
or America for the 1972 year. 

To be recognized for excep­
tional conservation efforts In 
1971 are Carl Shumaker of Oan­
v1lle, Kenneth Wehage or Oak­
ville and the Matsch Bros. farm 
operated by Rolland Fritz, south 
or Burllngton. 

Two local teachers, Sherman 
Lundy, blgh school biology tea­
cher and Mrs. Ruth Mer.ens, 
Middletown grade teacher, wUl 
receive awards as outstanding 
educators In the southeast Iowa 
region. 

\'.1. :>.1!\G \1 . .\RD at the 
Des , lomes County Soli DIStrict 
on Wednesday of last 11eek "ent 
to. 

Ca I Scllwnaker, Danville, 
owner-opera tor 

Rolland Fntz, tenao., and 
Robert and Charles Matsch. 
o ~ n e r , t e n ant-landlord 
d f1cation 

Kenneth Wclla~e, . led1apoh.s 
new cooperator 

~Irs Ruth ~lerlcns, . r..dd:~ 
to1m and herman Lundy, 
Burlmg1on, won t.'lc a1 ards for 
tea::hin of n ervation m thell' 
classrooms 

B ., \'1erlmg, ' led1apous, ooe 
0 the d tr.ct COmiDISSIOner., 
110as ma ter of ceremorues 

Re rts 1 ted that 
onHI!ird of e consenat!On 
wor has n done to proper l 
p ne tbe and the water 

erouny 

Presented S ir 
Awards Wednesday 
Farmer s who !or years have 

been doing sometblng ~<bout soU 
conserv~<tion while others only 
talk about It were honored In 
Burllngton last Wednesday night. 

Farmer winners recognized at 
the meeting In First Congregll­
tional church, Burllngton were: 
Owner-operators or 1amily type 
farm: Carl Shumaker, Danville. 
Shumaker Is using all of his 160 
acres under a conservation plan, 
In the past 12 years he has 
brought a worndown old pasture 
farm Into "excellent'' crap pro­
duction. 

There are nearly 1 1/2 miles 
or teruclng controlling erosion 
on about 60 acres. There are 
12 acres or waterways, • !arm 
pond and three erosion control 
dams. 
Tenant-owner !arm - Maisch 
Bros. place, owned by Charles 
and Robert Mdsch and Operated 
by Rolland Fritz, southwest ot 
Burllngton. 
A fairly new farm In the pro­

gram bos haJ1 a mlle of terrace, 
a farm pond &.nd erosion control 
dam. Rougher fields are being 
developed ror better pllSture. 
New cooperator - Kenneth we­
bage, a 160 acre farm from 
northeast of Mediapolis that WILS 

purchased two years ago. 
More than a mUe of terraces 

has been buUt and another mUe 
Is planned. Wehage has two 
!arm ponds and an erosion con­
trol dam. 
Two teachers were also hon­

ored: Mrs. Ruth Mertens, third 
grade teacher at Middletown sch­
ool and Sherman Lundy, Burllng­
ton blgh school science teacher 
ror their contributions to the t!eld 
or conservation and ecology. 

Speaker for !be evening was 
Dr. Mlnoru Amemlya, extension 
agronomist at Iowa State Univer­
clty. 

Tour Hunt \\oo(l 
Ralph Dewey, ~nserva· 

\Jon officer. conducted Cadette 
troop !!QJ, West Burhngto?, on 
a guJded tour o[ Hunt \\ oods 
He ai1Swered quest ona on 
conservatiOn badge work 

G1rts attendmg w•re Jo 
Chubb, Janet Cooke, Ktm 
Allender Joyce Cul.>aaw, Ann 

lesler 'rammy Crafton, Sba ' l 
Parn.sh. Brenda Tracy, hell. 
Scran on, Kun • Ul~er Va'er.e 
Holmes. Pam Crawford, ·ue 
Hockett and Terl Elliott . 

Irs. Arnold Tracy, Irs V. ll· 
, am c:-anton. Todd a'ld Br• 
Scranlon and Paul Cook~ 
accompanied •he troop 



-~ 

Sherman Lundy Ruth Mertens 

' Conservation 
awards set 

I 
Outslandmg soil oonserva- Presentation of awards was I 

tionists will be honored Nov.\ made at the atu1ual workshop 
1 ', when the Des Moines County of the Iowa Conservation 
Soil Conservation District holds Education Coun. il at Luther. 
its annual awards banquet at 
First Congregational church in 
Burlington. 

In the presentation of the e 
awards, Mrs. Mertens was 
cited for her "continuing, en· 

Guest speaker 11ill be Mi- thu iastic effort" to expand 
nora Amemiga, extension the role of conservation 
agronomist of 1011a State education ;n the schools of 
university, who specializes in Burlington ond Des Moines 
constTYation, land u e and 1 county. 
resource development. She has helped in preparing 
Dr Amemiga has served in teacher materials that are 

agricultural positions in. Ohio, helpful w other insl.ruowrs and I 
Colorado, California and Texas had encouraged many to attend 
before coming to Iowa m 1960. the Conservation Teachers 
He is affiliated with several camp at Sprmgbrook State 
scientific societies and has been Park. 
named a Fellow m the Ameri- Lundy h33 served the past 
can Association for t h e year as chairman of the 
Advancement of Science. Environmental Conservation 

He has recently been elected Education Council of Des 
president of the Iowa Chapter Momes county and has spear­
of the Soil Conservation Society headed efforts for environ­
of America lor the 1972 year. mental studies in Burlingl<m 

To be recognized for e<- schools. 
ceptional conservation efforts in His research has helped 

prepare new and better 
approaches to teaching and 
ecology in the schools. 

1971 are Carl Shumaker of 
Danville, Kenneth Wehage of 
Oakville and the Maisch Bros. 
iarm, operated by Roland Fritz, 
south of Burlington. As counselor to the BHS 

Two local teachers, Sherman Ecology Club, Lundy has 
Lundy, high school biology I spurred youth of the community 
teacher, and Mrs. Ruth Mer- to action benefiting the 
tens, Middletown grade teacher, enviroiUl;ent. His activiti•s with 
will receive awards as out- youth also extend to the j 
standing educators in the Scouting program where he has 
southeast Iowa Region. been active. 

The Burlington system teach- Both Mrs. Mertens and Lundy 
ers were recognized earlier as have been entered in statewide 
outstanding conservation teach- competition representing the 
ers in a 12-county southeast southeast Iowa area with their 
Iowa region. achievements. 

tl-3- 7f 

~sAt' 
Hawk-

Eyetems 
Dig these 
savings! 

Why should the taxpayer sheU ou 
to help farmers put in terraces? Isn't 
the farmer the one who really benefits? 

Ralph E. Dewey, Des Moines county 
district conservationist, says one set o 
ligures shows that each acre of terraced 
land saves the taxpayer as . much as 

320 over a 20-year period. 
Between 300 and 350 miles of terraces 

protect up to 10,000 acres_ of land in 
Des Moines county, practically all of 
it under cultivation. This indicates actual 
or potential savings to the taKpayer of 
'3 million, just in Des Moines county. 

ee Dewey"s analysis on Page 2. 

Annual oil award 
banquet Wednr day 

Owners and operators of three 
farms. as well as two teachers. 
will be honorro when the Des 
Moines County Soil Con­
servation District holds its 
atu1ual awards b a n q u e t 
Wed!lesday. 

'l1be guest speaker will be Dr I 
Minoru Amenijla, conservation 
and agronomy specialist at 
Iowa Slate university, for the 
6:30 p.m. event at First\ 
Congregational church of Bur­
lington. 

Awards lor exceptional con­
serntion efforts in 1971 will go 
to Carl Shumaker, Dam•ille; 
Kenneth Wehage, O;,kvile. and 
the ~Iatsch Ilros. farm, 
operated by Rolland Fritz, 
Rt I 

Consen·ation teachers to be 
honored are Sherman Lundy, 
Burlingl<>n high sooool biology 
teacher, and Mrs. Ruth 
Mertens, Middletown! 
elementary school teacher. 

Farni terracing valuable 
By RALPli E. DF:WEY protected by terraces, lndi- period this amounts w 200 
District Conservationist £aling sa\lngs of $3 miUion tons per acre sal"ed. 

Of what value is farm ter- for taxpayers. 1 I 
racing to the public? One set t Cost of terracing an acre of 
of ligures shows that eacll acre To realize how much ter- land Will vary. but averages 
of terraced farm land saves the racmg has saved. one has but about $120, including the tile 
taxpayer as much as $320 over to observe the tremendous cost outlet system. Dredging 200 tons 
a 20-year period. WllliiUlllll'lliiUittmuu•mJRDl••lllnu•1111111111mllmrm•m•mt'!'rul of silt from t1 stream costs $320. 

Those who have criticized the Mr Ta<payer through the/ 
government cost-sharing pro- More furm news on Pages federal cost·shafing program 

·h· h 1 h I ed 7 and 10. • grams" " IC ~ave e p may help the farmer by paying 
ra~mer.... Install thousands or' ,, Ill· •ll1jr·ourumtmm11llfiUJ half the cost of terrat'ing or 
miles of terracing in lowa over I . . . about $60 per acre. So, in fact 
the years. should be aware ol of removtng the mllhons of he is realizing a 533 ~r cent 
the benefits they have gained. cubic yards of Silt from our return on his dollar . by 

streams and lakes. I} rather eliminating a 320 d d . b"ll 
Sound lnve lment hrm figure for dredgmg costs re gmg 1 · 

The taxpa)·er cost-share has is $160 per ton. What does the farmer gam? 
really been one of his soundest . Let us take a look. He can 
investments. Where eise could A modern hie outlet terrace expect an increase of at least/ 

Ralph Dewey 

he receive more than five s~stem, ~n gently sloping land, eight bushels of corn per acre 
dollars of benefits from each '"II easily save as much as per year - or 160 bushels more 
dollar spent? lO _tons_ of soil :o•s· ~r year, l in 20 years. from a terraced/ 

Th1s s01l no longer Will have acre. This will pay him back 
Nearly 10,000 acres or Des a chance to plug up the full for his . 

Moines county farmland Is I streams. Over a 20-year int/rest costs - plus b Hhow does he gel eight more · I us els per acre? He doesn't 
Jose his fertilizer before it goes 

--- into the plant. He holds enough 

I more moisture in the soil to 
produce that much more corn. 
He avoid" having to farm 
around gullies and needless 
waterways. And he gets many 

I 
other fringe benefits of easier 
farming. 

Here along the Mississippi we 
are always aware of the sil t 
problem. We should also be 
aware that there is an ec<r 
nomically sound answer to 
erosion control by which 
everyone can profit - terra-cmg 
or farm land. 



Pushing 
I ecology 
balance 
A soil consenationist and a 

busmessman have worked up 
a program on ecology which 
they are presenting before 
service clubs and o t her 

EPCC carries on a 
program of public, 

education, and to do it has 
formed a speakers bureau of 
which Dewey, Riepe, 'and 
Robert Holstein are members. • 

3. The EPCC works in 
cooperation with the 
Moines County Health 
in combatting pollution. 

4. The EPCC has made "some 
progress" in its campaigns. For 
example, one local industry 
spent $25,000 to correct a water 
pollution situation it was 
aware of until the 
pointed it out, and The 
Eye has maintained a 
out.side Hs building 
people can bring old 
papers. 

Also, two community projects 
- Operation Clean-up, 1970, and 
Operation Clean-up, 1971, re-

1 

suited in the clearing away of 
900 tons of trash the lirst year 
and 700 tons this year. 

5. "People cause pollution and 
people can prevent .pollution." j 

Dewey's 
Diggings 

By R. E. DEWEY I of tbe first of its kind in 
Chairman Agriculture- the country. 

Conservation Committee This group. has been highly 
F over half a cenlury,linstrumenta.l m pro.motlng 

or . 1 1 b , interest 1 n environmental 
Ki~~n~. Ingte~~at~ons~rv~~! c~~~ development .in the Burlington 
ou an ~~ . . ts and Des Momes county area. 
engaged m commumty pro)ec Th I b has financed much 
primarily aimed at help to e c u . . 
Youth activities. But a major of the efforls or this group m 
emphasis of Kiwanis has always gethng orgamzed. . . 
J>een upon creating a better Looking ahead, K 1 w a n 1 s 
environment (or everyone. wishes to point out to residents 

To hel romote this type of of our fine town some of the 
activit pap standing committee upcommg .events ~n conserva­
in all YKiwanis clubs has been tion that Will be of mterest. . 
lh Ag iculture and eonserva- Arber Day lS ~mmg up Apnl 
. e r ·uee 26. Trees are st1ll cne of the 

Uon comnu · greatest of our resources. They 
Ideas for Community help fight pollution of the a1r, 

For the past two years one as well as screening out noise 
of the two major emphases of and sheltering from heal and 
all clubs in the international cold. 
organization hss been calle~ Soil Stewardship Woek will be 
"PROJEC"f ENVIRONMENT. celebrated May 7-14 this year. 
Literally hundreds of Ideas have This annual affair is sponsored 
come forth from. the m~re ~han by soil cooservation districts, 
a quarter .f!lilhon K1wama~s and supported by Kiwanis. 
across Amer1ca to help theU' Conservation districts are also 
communities. beco.me better vitally concerned with youth in 
places in which to hve. their efforts Jo provide better 

Burlington Kiwanians are no conservation education. 
exception. Kiwanis intends to remain on 

As a club, the members join 
together alm\)St annually in 
a tour of conservation work 
being done in rural areas to 
belp members understand the 
uet,J,s of protecting our vital 
natural resources. 

the scene in an active way as 
we move illlo a future of total 
environmental development. 
The agriculture-cooservation 
committee is established to get 
that job done. 

More lhan 40 miles of tile 
drain, 10 miles of terraces and 
four miles of open drains were 
buill on Des Moines county 
farms under direction of the 
Des Moines County Soil Coo· 
servation District, according to 
the 1971 annual report just re· 
leased. 

Many other COll.Serving prac­
tices were put illto effect on 
the farms of the county, 
including planting of 10 acres 
of trees and the improvement 
of 306 acres of wildlife habitat. 
Service was rendered by the 
district staff to 466 farms wilh 
230 farms establishing prac· 
tices. 

RALfH E. DEWEY is district 
con s e r v a tionist, Winston 
Cbamp, soil technician, with 
Harry Bryant, De1111is Stucker 
and Richard Brown serving as 
part-time technicians. 

Bryant is now district con· 
servationist for the Louisa dis­
trict with office at Wapello./ 
Mrs. Mildred Kleinkopf is full­
time clerk. 

Henry Dockendorff, Danville, 
served as chairman of the 
board of commissioners during 
1971. Other Commissioners were 
William Vierling, Meliapolis; 
Rex H. Troute, Burlington; S.S. 
Barton, Mecfiapolis, and Albert 
Schulz, Burlington Rt. 3. 

Harold Linder, Sperry served 
as secretary; Horace Suttoo, 
Burlington, as treasurer and 
Sandy HedGes, Oakville, as ad­
ver~ 

Within the city, projects have 
developed through efforts of the 
Burlington Kiwanians. Financial 
assistance has been given to 
beautification projects such as 
the Snake Alley improvement 
and the proposed Mosquito Park 
development. Numerous pro­
grams have been brought to 
the club along agriculture and 
conservation tremes. 

A recent project involving 
youth and conservatioo together 
was the drive to collect labels 
from certain products in a 
campaign to get more trees 
planted in burned over national 
forests. 

l
rSoil judging 
contest set 
. FARMINGTON _ A voca· 

tiona) agriculture soil judging 

I 
contest will be held near 

Help Plant Trees 
The youngsters and adults 

\

who joined in this effort will 
be pleased to know that 2,000 I 
labels were sent in by the 

ople of this city. This means 
~at 2,000 trees will" be planted 
thlS spring in the Mark Twain 
National Forest in Missouri, 
because o£ their efforl. 

Several Jocal K i w a n i s 
members joined w i t h 
members of Lions aoJ Rotary I 
a couple of years ogo to form 
the Environmental a n d 
Pollution Control Council, onD 

Harmony high s c h o o 1 
Farmington, on Wednesday af 
12:30 p.m. 'llhis will involve five 
counties, assisted by the Soil 
Conservation Service. 

The Harmony chapter will 
l~a ve a soil judging. team and/ 
f1ve other chapters in the 
southeast sulHtistrJCt w i 1 1 

~ 
participate in the contest. 

Contest sites will be on the 
Paul Grossman farm southwest 
of the Harmony high sc!Jool. 
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better ~ RC&Dgoal • 
lS 

life for rural America 
A better life for rural could be extended, Hugbes audience included conservation· 

Amertca is the goal of l esourte added. isl.s, county supervisors, mayors ! 

!
Conservation_ and Development Another example o( an RC&D and Commu .. 1ty. Action Pr<>-
{RC&Dl projects under leader- . . . . Lf h gram representatiVes. 

. . project IS m recreation. < ug es I 
ship of the So.il ConservatiOn said there are four counties Violet Lundq~ist, execuliv~ 
Service. . . bordering Lake R a t h b u n director of the southeast Iowa 

Ways of workmg toward th1s concerned about development. CAP, sa1d afler the meetmg: 
goal were suggested here this They are trying to get at least "It appears chances oi setting 
week by Howard Hu.gh~s, the lake perimeter zoned to ~p a . project here . m the 
assistant state conservat1o~LSt~protect public use of the Jake. lmmediate , future . m1ght be 
for Iowa He spoke at a meeting Housing is another area which slim, but 1t s .~omethmg to work 
of Area XVI {C<>-.opcrative Area can get an assist from local, toward. The Mississippi rive~, 
Manpower Plannmg System) at state and federal cooperation. for example, 1s a natural. Th1s 
ity hall. The area cons1sts of particularly from FHA and would mvolve a . lot of people 
he four counties of ~es Momes, HUD. and groups - mcludmg c1ty, 
enry Lee and Louisa. P 'd th 'M b . , county and Chamber of Com-' rovl es - e cc amsm merce " 

Hughes told how one H~ghes sa1d, "!£ rural areas . · 
cOunty, where polluted wells are to attract and hold young Projt;cts arc set up by/ 
are a big concern, is planning people, they must provid~ committees operatmg under llie 
a central water supply with better educational, empl>ymen;, county board of supemsors. 
mahs running out to the cultural and r e c r e a t i on a I Hughes was a guest of Ralph 
co u n : r y . . There are opportunities. An RC&D project Dewey, Des Moines county 
advantages I n . multi-county can provide the mecl1anism to conservationist at the SCS office 
operation and the project accomplish these ends." His here. 

SCS voting here Feb. 10 
Two commissioners will be along with Carl Shumaker of l 

ele~ted to the board of the Des I Danville, Dwight Stucker of 
Momes County Soil Con- I New London and Robert Zaiser 
servali.on District . on Feb. 10, I of Burlington. I 
aci'Ordmg to distnct chairman All four of the candidates are ~ ~ 
Hfllry Dockendorff of Danville. long-time cooperators with the 

An official election, sane· ?istrict and . have been active 
Honed by the state of Iowa, m conservalion work. 
tbe polls will be open at Me- The election will be held in 
moria! ~uditorium in Bur- conjunction with the annual 
lingtoo between 10 a.m. and meeting of the Des Moines 

TIVO son. dis\rict commis­
sioners are to be elected for I 

the Des M · 1es County Soil 
Con:ervation district Feb. 10 at 
~he Memorial auditorium in 

1.2:30 p.m. County Farm Serv;<:e Co. 
Completing the1r terms of 

office are Henry Dockendorff, -;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;::=::==::::===­
the present chairman and 
William Vierling of 1\fedi~polis. 
. Dockendorff completes a full 

Six-year term, while Vierling 
was elected to a tw<ryear short 
term in 1970, whe~ the board 
of commissioners was expanded 
to five members. 

Four Candidates 
Candidates for the two seals 

on the board include Vierling, 

HOWARD SMITH and 
Kenneth Klenk are building a 
diversion terrace willi a tile 
inlet to remove the water I 
underground from behind the 
residence on the Smith farj 
on Highway 99 north of 
Kingston. 

C.urlington 

Terms of Henry Dockendorff, 
1 

Danville, and William Vierling, 
Mediapolis, are e x p i r i n g . 
Candidates nominated for the 
two terms of six years are: 
Vierling, Dwight Sl.ucker, New 
Londor Pleasant Gro.ve t6wn­
ship; Carl Shumaker, Danville 
Danville township, and Robert 
Zaiser, Burlington. 

Dockqdorf£ is present chair­
man and, after serving a six- J 
year term, is not a candidate. 
Vierling, who lives in Huron 
townshi9, has served only two 
years, having been elected 
when the board v·as increased 
fror- three to five members at 
the 1970 election. 

Bartoo Dewey 

Des Moines 
county SCS 
25 years old 

Des Moine.s County Soil Con­
servation District was among 
19 recognized lor 25 years of 
service at llie 25th Annual Con­
ference of soil district com­
missioners in Des Moines. 

Accepting the a ward for the 
local district was S. S. Barton 
of Mediapolis, a board member. 

The citation on llhe award 
shows that Des Moines County 
Soil Conservation district was 
d!artered Feb. 28, 19.W. 

The original district com­
missioners were Noah Scfu'ock, 
Oakville; John I. Blaul, Yar­
moullh, and Edwin Cling, 
Mediapolis. Influential i n 
organization of the district was 
Walter B. Eyre of Burlington 
who was extension director at 
that time. Eyre later was 
elected as a district com­
missioner. 

"The Soil Conservation Dis­
trict has helped over 1,000 fanm 
owners and operators \villi 
erosion control and land use 
problems in the past quarter 
century," Barton stated. "We 
are now helping all types of 
rural and urban land users to 
protect and improve our 
environment., 

Also attending the Des Moines 
Conference· were Conunissioner 
Rex Troute, District Clerk Mrs. 
Mildred !Geinkopf and District 
Conservationist Ralph Dewey, 
all of Burlington. 

Don't look up 
Tenants of the Burlington Federal 

building, including the FBI agents head­
quartered there, are on the lookout for 
a boy about 15 years old. 

The youth is believed responsible for 
defecating down the main south stair­
well of the building. Postmaster Arthur 
Peterson said the suspect apparently 
used a second floor stairwell railing and 
besmeared second and first floor walls. 

An office worker also discovered a 
youth (the stainvell suspect) in the 
women's restroom and by the time she 
reported it to her boss in his office, the 
youth was able to flee , Petersen said. 

"We try to maintain good, clean public 
restrooms in the building, but if viola­
tions continue, we'lt have to consider 
locking up the rest rooms," Petersen 
warned. I 

I 
Federation 
Board Memher 
Honored 

Mrs. Ruth Mertens, Iowa Wlld­
ll!e Federation Board member 
and teacher at Burlington Com­
munity School (Middletown) was 
one or eighteen teachers to wtn 
Regtonal Soil A wards In the Iowa 
Soil Conservation Achievement 
Awards Program. 
The regtonal winners w1ll com­

pete tor the state title. 
Selecflon ot the winners was 

based on the teachers eUective­
ness 1n conservation education; 
organztng !leld trips; creating 
an awareness of conservaUon 
problems on the local, state and 
national level; and motivating 
students to promote conservation 
of natural resources. 
The program Is sponsored by 

the Des Moines Register and 
the Iowa Farm Register in coop­
eration with conservation and 
educational agencies. 
Mrs. Mertens also serves the 

Iowa Wildlife Federation on the 
Executive Committee and Is co­
chairman ot National Wildlife 
Week In Iowa which Is sponsored 
by the Iowa Federation . 





Dockendorff joins Des Moines County 
Service Company Board of Directors 

By P.au l J. Kloberdanz 
Henry Dockendorff.. Danvi11e, 

was appointed by the Des Moines 
County Farm SPrvjce Company 
Board of Directors to the board 
to fill the vacancy created by 
the resignation af Howard Wa­
ters. 

The appointment was made at 
the regular monthly board meet­
ing. l)()ckendorffs term will run 
until the service company annual 
mtelmg in February 1971. 

The resignation of Waters was 
accepted with regret by the 
board ol directors. Waters js the 
Midwest ASCS area director. Hi5 
schedule in connection with this 
position makes it impo~<:.ible to 
attend the service com p a n y 
board of director&' meehng!'. 

Dockendorff and hi wife Dor­
othy reside .lrd farm near Dan­
·ille. He farms 450 acres ;mcJ 

feed· Charolais cattle. Jn addition 
to his sen ice company and 
Farm Bureau acli\'iti€'s He 1s a 
member of the Dam·i!le Bank 
Board, Dannlle T e 1 e phone 
Board, the Soil Cono;ervation 
Board and a member of the Des 
MoiDf'!; Count~· L:\'t:stock Feeders 
Association. t.,. ~ 

Conservation camp\ 
set for teachers 

There will be an Iowa Tea<ll- ll. This course covers rocks, 
ers Conservation Camp next minerals, soil and water along 
summer at the Conservation wiU1 problems of land use. 
Education Center near Spring- Biology l<H, Iowa Conserva­
brook State Park in GuUme lion Problems 1, will be offered 1 

county, according to Bernard' from July 2, through July 22. 
Clausen. of the University of and will cover renewable 
Northern Iowa. resources such as forests, fish , ' 

Local teachtrs are being wildlife, and the ecological 
urged by the De.s Moines approach to managtng our 
County Environmental Conser- ennronment. 
vahon Educahonal Council to 
take advantage of one of U1e 
two sessions being offered 

Training 'Invaluable' 
Sherman Lundy, t~latrman of 

the local education council, 
Clausen emphasizes !hot points out that this trau11ng is 

each of the three-lleek mvaluable to teachers 11ho are 
seo Ions will provide three ll')·ing to relate their teaching 
hours of college credit to to what is going on today in 
those teachers who take the environment. 
advantage cf this training. "We have had many teachers 

. . from the Des Moines county 
Fmn session from June 1 ~ area attend these cours.s over 

to July 1, IS called BIOlogy lOS tile past 20 years and the effect 
- Iowa Conservation Problems of their training i.s showmg up 

· in our schools today" Lundy ?<Lt ..C f ~ claims. ''Tile great trend 
':1 -1 t) ~ 7 ~ toward using outdoor da.• -

rooms has been motivated by 
the people who have been to 
the Sprtngbrook Camp " 

1 For Land.,s by tbe same environmental I I species In exlst<nee. We lhe 

sa { e ~:··can delay the time when 

Tuition spon- rliup I o r 

I teachers lo attend the training 
ses.saons is once agam offered 
by the Long Creek Cor~S<rvatlon 
Club. 

our wastes catch up with us. 
Live in the city? Or are you folks for dumping their ;cwage water for bacteria to survhe, We can delay tbe time when I 

country folks• It really doesn't and poison chemicals mlo the symbolizes our cap live Earth. our food supply 'uns low. And 
seem to make any dilference same slreams Industry has This pl~net is like the culture we c;m delay the lime: when 

come m for 1ts come-upponce d!-'h. Except for a hm1ted ne overproduce our spec1es. 
anymore. What bothers one of for addmg industnal wasle, amount of energy insorbed from j But, we can't do any of these I 
U> sooner or later bothers the scrap and pollut•nts to the the sun, our environment is , thmgs, so long · as we keep 
olhcr. total. limited in supply, just like the looking for some other per 

BY 
RALPH 
DEWEY 

culture dish for the bacteria. to do the jOb for us. I 
S~~denly, we anokc ~~dl~ I We reproduce ourselves in Each person has to start with 

pro em . We .. are . rap Y rapid numbers to a point. h' own life, obeying the 
~eachmg a <rl~ICal P '"\ ~1 not Then for a while, we are in discipline oocessary to improve 
a'mg <·Joug room e t to bal•nce. We have reached a hl own part of the environ-

For about take ca;e 0 ~ ~ur "ant:! and point where our numbers equatjment. l'ie l•nnot expect cerlain 
the whole kilt~~~ ~:~dl~o:i our was es a t c same me. the capability of the environ· ones to make a complete sacri-

1 us has been getting increasingly Each one points to another ment to supply life. _Then, qu1~: lice, so that we do not have 1 up tight about the environment. as the gu11ty party. Fact IS, abr~ptly, we _go downhill. Why. to. . . 
1 We've heard it from Wash- we are all to blame and we We can still sustam a good I Everyone wilt need to sa en-, 

mgtco. We've heard it from the know II. And _we all >cern to deal_ of hie, but we have flee something of the "good ' 
grass roots. Exports- psuedo- have br1ll1ant ;!leas of how to crowded ourselves __ out of a life" in order to make way for 
experls _ instant experls and cure the_ problem - JUSt so place to hve by p1hng up our more life to come. 
downright ignoramuses have long as ;t's the other guy U1at w~te. Gradually: JUSt hke our 
t ld e. th' th t' I has to do something about tl. t fr~end the bactena, we run out 0

thusth very mg 1
3 s wrd ong How slowly we learn' ·or food, water, air and living 

our resources. Capti.-e Earth space. 
wt e way we tve an use · I I 

The farmer hos been cril- The smallest bit of living This is a simple illustration 
icized and vilified for letting organism, bacteria, can show that some if our high school 
his precious top.wil v.ash awa; U" all what is in store. teachers have used to illus­
and lout up our rivers. In turn, A culture dish, wtth a limited Irate "Ufe", U KE IT IS. Our 
the farmer has crilicized city amount of life giving IO'ld and life can he likened to any 

")~~-~ St• 

Teachers who are interested 
in attending the camp are 
advised to contact ~rs. Rurt1 

J 
Mert<n~ of llliddlelown for 
details on the couues and 

\scholarships. 

IOWA WILL observe Soil 
Consen·atJOn l'<ek Oct. I to 7 

IS year rather than the June 
d~les. as in the past 1 he 
A=<'lallon of Soil Dislr~ct 
CommiSsioners and !he Sr·,re 
Soil Conservation Comml:tce 
ha.·e changed to a fall ob.serv 
aO<..,. Rex. Troul, Rt. 1, is Dl'J 
~!r.ne., county d i s t r ' c t 
rha1rman. 



Off 
the 

co 
By Walter Eyre 

Danville Community SC\'001 accompu.dunents may be even 
district voeters gave the greater lOis year 
proposed $480.000 bonn issue a 
73 4 per cent majority at the 
special election. Proceeds of the 
bonds are to be used to replace 
the 60·yeaHid grade school. 

THE WEEK of May 7-14 has 
been deSignated by Gov Robert 
D Ray as Soil Stewardship 
week. The event will be 
ohserved over the state of Iowa. 

During Ute last year Des 
Moines county landowners built 
74.000 feet of terrace, 1111ich 
figUrCS just over 14 miles. 
These terraces con t r o I 
1,660,560,000 gallons of water, 
according to figures released by 
Winston C. Cooper of tbe local 
30il conse!'Vation oft~. 

MONG THO E buildi~ I 
terraces are: Leon Marshall and 
Verner Amenell of Huron 
to~lp; John Henry and 
Marvin Lange of Flint River; 
Eugene Moore, Augusta; 
Clarence Miller F4J'!Tl, Union; 
Milford Hays and C. E. Pilling, 
Yellow Spring; Rober': Baylor,, 
Clarence Hanks, Herbert Dodds, 
Frances Cook, Wllllam Denney 
and Frank Denney of Pleasant 
Grove; Roy Schmidt and 
Everett Schmidt, Franklin; 
Mrs Marcella Noss, Welter 
He<:kenberg and A I b e r t 
Heckenberg, Benton; Grover 
Willson of Washington township. 
The Iowa Army Ammun!Uon 
Plant has constructed 23,000 
feet • of terra~ on the farm 
acreage in the plant area near 
Middletown. 

AMO\'G TIIOSE construct· 
lng erosion control dams and 
ponds are. Clarence Miller 
farm and Melvin Raid, Union 
township; Wayne Corman, John 
Latty and Earl Mansfield, 
Benton township; E a r I 
Beckman, Flint River; Ells­
worth Dodds, Paul Stucker, Dan 
Anhker and Darrell Tucker, 
Pleasant Grove; Nelson Bros., 
Yellow Spring; :"<ealey Bros., 
Danville; Howard Rei!, Frank· 
lm; J. B. Gingrid1, Clarence 
Kuntz, Howard Smith of Huron 
town.wp. The IAAP built five 
ponds the pa~ year. Soil sav111g 

'5~:~ 

Bill Korer displays one of Ute sapllngs being plantad at the Iowa 
southern UtUitles Burlington Station to encourage wUdltte and to 
protect the environment. 

Environmental Improvement 
Iowa Southern Utllltles Co. has 

announced pl311S lor making lts 
Burltogton Generating Statton and 
an adjoining tract a haven 
for wtldllte. 
"An extensive timber cutting 

and tree-planting project Is the 
heart of the plan,'' according to 
Charles Bradley, station super­
intendent. 
"The station's location ts Ideal 

tor wlldllte," Bradley sald. "We 
want to make the area's wUdlUe 
at home here and to protect the 
en\•lronmeot.•• 

The program got under way re­
cently when 375 yoWlg autumn 
olive and 125 black alder trees 
were planted beside the station's 
two ash ponds, according to Brad­
ley. Planting Is expected to be 
completPd next year. 
"The SoU Conservation Service 
provided us with the trees at no 
cost and we provide the man­
power to get them planted," 
Bradley says. uwe look all of 
the trees we could get this year. 

Those that we need to flnlsh the 
job will be avattable Lo 1973.'' 
To Improve the environment of 

the timber land which the com­
pany owns Immediately south nf 
the station, Bradley says be has 
been working on a plan with the 
forestry section of the Iowa Con ... 
servatlon Commlsston. "The 
overall objective berets to main­
tain and Improve the productivity 
of the woodland. One of Ute 
specltlc objectives Is lo pro­
vide favorable food and cover 
conditions for game, wtldllte and 
Insect eating birds." 

The first move Bradley says 
• • wUl be the cutting and removal 
or about 100,000 board feet of 
Umber Ln an area wh1ch ls a 
veritable desert under an um­
brella of trees. This will al­
low the undergrowth a chance 
to properly develop. Later on as 
environmental land management 
procedures dictate," Bradley 
sa1d, "timber will be removed 
from other selected areas 
throughout the 600 acre tract." 

The trees just planted around 
the ash ponds at the station will 
grow to about 15 feet in height , 
will provide an excellent gather­
Ing place for birds and act as 
a windbreak. 

Autumn olive trees produce ber­
ries that ripen ln the fall, at­
tracting such birds as robtos, 
mallards, common grackle , 
cardinals, tree swallows and 
others. 

Bradley says bobwhite quat!, 
ruffed grouse, mourning doves, 
ring-necked pheasants and wtld 
turkeys also like to eat autumn 
ollve fruit. The tree has small, 
yellow, sweet-scented flowers. 
"We• re going to do everything 

attractive to wlldllte as pos-
sible," Bradley says. "This in-

cludes a plan for beautltytng the 
old ash pond'. 

"What we want....l_o do ls flood 
the old ash pond wtth water from 
the rlvec when tt•s particularly 
muddy. We hope lhe sUI wlll 
cveniually bulld liP a layerofdlrt 
which will sustain plant!Ue. It's 
worth a try." 



City land still not 'nailed down~ 
Burlington's in better shape 

1
commL.osioner and meeting should he cOmpleted by 1975, I conservation work to be done 

than many cities when it comes chairman. Dewey said. in both urban and rural De.s 
to land use a~j soil conserva-~ Dewey told the 20 city and In the inlerim, he pointed out, I Moines county. ' 
!ton. but there s s!tll room for county offiCials present that 1 d -1 d d t 0 1 1 tb 231 "00 • im rovement \Ved d , . a ess eta1 e an accura e u o e ,, acre;) 

P · . nes ay s meehng was map is already available of land in Des Moines 
That was the baSic message simply an introductory one "to . . · 

Wednesday night when city I familiarize you with what we DIScussions are also. under c~unty, he noted, only 52,90,0 
councilmen city plan commis- h 1 If , way for developmg a city or- &•. e conSido.red by the U.S. soil 
sion members and the Des ave 0 0 

. er you. . dinance for "policing" soil conservation department to be 
. . . LegiSiahve actiOn several usage adequately treated. 

Momes county soil conservahon years ago expanded cons~rva- Geo~ge Howell, 10ity planning . . . . 
corr~rmttee met to drscuss the tion district respansibilities to director, said his staff is con- And wrthrn the c_Ity; he ~aid 
crty s soil. , . . include urban as wei! as rural sidering an ordinance which out of the 5,827 available acres, 

Burlmgton s rn a better posi- areas.) I . . only 2,777 are considered 
tion than many cities, because would make sorl testrng a adequatelY treale-~ 
it hasn't experienced the De~>ey said that plans are manpatory part of buiidmg and , 
'·mushrooming growth" many already under .ay 'ero to developmg ;vithin city limits. "We vegot a lot of work ~Q 
have. But there are still some develop a soil survey L.ap Dow~:;ct. ,J ...... a.:~I:!'-'• there do and It's gom.~ to take. a 

1problems even now and will be of ilie entire city, The map is shll great oeal of lot of cooperahon, Dewey sa1d. 
a lot more in the future ' as 
more and more industry begins ~ .Af ,, 
moving into the area, accordin~ ~ ( "J-'- (, - ~, - 7 1--
to Ralph Dewey, distnct soil 

Local distributor · irked 
~eil Edwards, ass is tan t 

manager, Des ~1oines County 
Farm Service, declared flatly 
that "We don't like this ban 
at all." He referred to a near­
total eliminatioo of DDT in the 
United States. 

Edwards charged that opp'l­
nent.s of t)DT "don't have much 
to substantiate their charges 
that it is highly dangerous. 

It has been a godsend to 
us, especially in controlling the 
mozqcito and the corn-borer 

"We feel that the ad\"an· 
!ages of DDT far outweigh 
the disad\"antages." 

Charles Wayne of W:,_,e 

Bros. elevator said he doe.so't 
feel qualified to comment on 
the government's action as 
"We don't sea! or use DDT 
in our business and t rarely 
use it perS>Onally • 

Ralph Dewey, district soil 
conservationist, said: 

" ! don't think the ban will 
have any great effect en 
~griculture as it's practiced in 
Iowa. 

"In most cases we·ve 
developed other means of 
control - DDT has been re­
rlared wilh safer substances. 

"Most farmers have gotten 
,.way from DDT. 

'''The DDT -.,i Ha!10n prob'!'.)!y 

District con ervationist Ralph Dewey 
and soil conservationist Winston Cooper 
attended a three-day Iowa workshop with 
Soil Conservation Service employes in Des 
Moines last week. The sessions were de-

point.s up a lesson - that ~ny 
of the seemingJy,good t.!lings we 
have must be u.sed with dis­
cretion and caution. 

''Maybe we are polluting the 
environment with fertilizers 
now being applied to soils, in 
th~t wlwn they are washed off 
as sediment they create 
pr~blems. 

"We can fertilize crops up 
to the point where crops can 
moke the most use of the fer~i­
llzer. but often we add too mu•h 
anrl the excess is washed off 
as sedimoot. Too much of it 
got's into ponds, causing growth 
wr·ich creates a scarcity of 
oxygen." 

.,., 

voted to study of new SCS long-range poticie~ and 
guidelines for conservation. 

7-1- 1?.--

Slickers 
eye soil 

ln rural areas, soil erosion is a topic 
that's been thrown around for a long 
time but it's a brand new topic for 
manY "cily slicker~." . . 

The Burlington c1ty counc1l Will get 
an introduction to it at 7:30 tomght rn 
council chambers during a joint meeting 
of the council. city planning staff an~ 
the Des Mornes county soil conservation 
boa1·d. 

"This is just sort of an introductory 
meeting so we can show them what 
Information and materials we have to 
offer them," said Ralph Dewey, distdct 
conservationist for the conservabon 
boart! 

Iowa's legislature made the topic a 
pertinent one for city councils two years 
ago when it expanded conservatiOn areas 
within counties. I 

1ET PLAN COMMISSION 
About a month ago the Des Moines 

county conservationist had his first meet-
1 lng with city officials-the c1ty plan 

·~ommission. . 
,· At tonight's meeting the council gets \ 
Its introduction to the services available 
via a film produced by the soil conser· 
vation service titled "Consider the Soil 
First.u 

Dewey says the film and discussion 
during the meetmg will expla1~ the Im­
portance of soil erosion work wtthm c1ty 
limits-such as newly-developed areas. 

"City land may not be used for agrr­
culture, but it's still valuable no matter 
what it's being used for," Dewey sa1d. 

Soil Policy 
Sets Goals 

Distr ict Conservationist Ralph 
E. Dewey of West Burlington 
and Soil Conservationist , 
Winston C. Cooper of Burlington, 
attended a three day statewide 
workshop of Soil Conservation 
Service employees in Des 
Moines last " 'eek. 

The main them e of the 
meeting , which was keynoted by 
an address by SCS admimstrator 
Kenneth Grant , Washington, 
D.C., was "The Framework 
Plan-Soil and Water Con· 
servation for a Better America." 

The frame,.•ork plan is an 
upda ted sta tement of Soil 
Conserva tion Service policy 
setti ng forth guidel ines for 
operational progra ms of the 
service in the 1970's and beyond, 
accordmg to Grant 

The three objectives of the 
mission of the soil and water 
conserva ti on program are 
stated as: Quality in the natural 
resource base for sustained land 
use. Quality in the environment 
to provi de a ttractivfil, con­
ven ient, and sat1sfymg places to 
tive, work and pl ay. Quality in 
the standard of living based on 
community improvement and 
adequate income. 

.&c., /J~, f?v ':li<~ 
j""-'1 t'/1 Z/ 



Soil loss limits 
Recent legislation in Iowa has passed 

the first real law in the nation that names 
Slit as a n~isance . In order to implement 
the _law, Soli conservation districts are es­
tabhshong legal soil loss limits for each 
type to be found in each county. 

A pubhc hearing will be held at 8 p 
Wednesday, Aug. 16, 1972, at Room 2;':· 
Federal Building in Burlington, on th~ 
question o~ adoption of soil loss limitations 
for lands on Des Moines county. District 
chaorman Rex Troute pointed out that all 
persons who are likely to be affected by th 
proposed regulations are welcome to at~ 
tend and will be given opportunity to ex­
press their views. 

nw pr?po~t·d nllou·abll~ rfl/(•.\ n( t;()i{ 

lo . ..,{j In Jnnd and u·mer are (>;tpn~.{j~ed Ill 

u•nn.'i o_l trm.~ pt•r nrrp pt>r .w•ar. Sepnrllle 
""'''f{nru•.r; on• set up for ( 1) np,ril'ttltural 
land (2) IIOII-OI{rwultura{ lwJt/.r; and (.1) 
rott,tructwn ,{jffP.{j , 

In the relatively undisturbed farmland 
SOIIR an. allowable loss limit will be set for 
•ach sool tvoe. A more arbitrary figure will 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
ON PROPOSED SOIL 

LOSS LIM IT REGULATIONS 
WITHIN DES MOINES COUNTY 

SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
Under authority set forth In Chapter 

"67A. Code of Iowa, 1971. as emended, 
the commissioners of Des Moines Coun· 
ty Soli Conservation District, wJth the 
approval of the State Soli Conservation 
Committee, have formulated soil Jon 
limit regulations applicable to said Dis· 
trlct 

A copy of the proposed soU toss limit 
rf9ulatlons may be obtained at the Des 
Moines County Soli Conservation Ols· 
trlct office. Room 211 Federal Stdg 
Burlington, loY>a 

Notice Is hereby gltJen that a PUblic 

r:.ar~~¥. ':~11R~~~:~~: ~=e~8'rfi~~~;~ 
Burlington, Iowa at which time anc 
place an explanotlon of the regulation! 
will be made and opportunity will bt 
given for any landowner or occupant o1 
land w~o would be affected thereby tc 
be heard for or against the proposec 
regulations .. 

CO..v.MISSIONERS OF DES 
MOINES COUNTY SOIL 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
~~a~,.~~n Troute. 

Aug. J, '72-lt 

hearing Aug. 16 
be established on lands where original soils 
have been greatly disturbed and erosion 
conditions are not natural. 

Copies of the proposed regulations are 
ava!lable for examination at the Des 
Momes County oil Conservation District 
office. 

The regulations will be used by district 
commissioners in acting on complainls of 
excessive silting as the conservancy dis­
t~ct. ~aw goes into effect. lf excessive ero­
SIOn IS found, land owners may be re­
quested to voluntarily correct the problem 
or may be required to install erosion con­
trol measures to bring the losses within 
safe limits and to comply with the district 
soil loss limit regulations. 

&~'-F~'l<r-
Y-~-7'1-

Conservation 
Week In Iowa 

Sool Conservation Week in 
Iowa Uois year will be October 1-
8, according to Wolliam Greiner 
director of Uoe Iowa Departmeni 
of Soil Conservation. 

In previous years, a week in 
June " 'as set aside to recognize 
Uoe importance of soil and water 
conservation programs in Uoe 
state. A fall date has been 
selected because the June date 
\l•as so close to Soil Stewardship 
Week, usually observed in May. 

Mm Amemiya , extension 
agronomist at Iowa State 
University, explained Uoat Soil 
Conservation Week calls at­
tention to the importance of soil 
and water conservation work in 
Iowa. 

Soil and water conservation 
flood prevention, and related 
natural resources development 
programs are carried out to 
meet Iowa's rural and urban 
needs and to improve Uoe quality 
of our environment. 

" Orderly use and development 
of Iowa land and w<~ter 
resources through soil aqd water 
conserv~tion programs, llood 
prevent1on and proper land use 
are essential to maintain and 
incr~ase agricultural and urban 
income; to protect and improve 
the rural, urban and 
recreational areas ; and to 
develop Uoeir potential for all 
Iowans ," Greiner said. 

' Iowa Farmers 
J Aid Wildlife 

''Iowa - A Place to Grow" has 
a special meaning for wUd!Ue 
since Iowa farmers have used 
conservation measures to help 
protect our furred, feaUoered and 
finny friends. 

Probably no single group has 
done more to give food and shel­
ter to wUdll!e than Uoe state's 
conservation farmers . Purposely 
and lnadvertantly the con­
servation practices they use to 
protect the land also benefits 
wUd birds and animals. 

Grasses and field borders are 
particularly good nesting areas 
lor Uoe millions of songbirds and 
gamebirds of our state. Nearly 
half a million acres of strip 
cropping and Uoousands of mUes 

• of terraces w!Uo grass bacl<slopes 
provide abundant food and shelter 
!'or birds. At Uoe same time, 
tnese practices control soU run­
oil and protect fishing ar eas from 
·~Ul and poUutants. 

Iowa farmers have to stalled ter­
races long enough to reach around 
the world. 
Over 75,00C acres of wind­

breads and shelterbelts, planted 
to protect from wind erosion, 
makes a gocxl home for game 
birds and small animals. 
Small watershed and flood con­

trol projects In recent years 
have created over 1300 new 
bodies of water. These, alongw!Uo 
thousands of Individual farm 
ponds are giving migratory ducks 
and geese improved places to 
s top alogg their flyways. And a 
Jot of top notch ttshlng is also 
provided. 

Many acres of marginal 
land have been abandoned as un­
desirable for cropping as our 
farming has become more in-

. tenslfied. Farmers are planUng 
200,000 acres of such land to 
shrubs, grasses and trees to be 
managed for wUdll!e production. 

A recent innovaUon in pasture 
management is the warm season 
pasture, In these fields, nau.Ie 
grasses are planted, to be graz!1(1 
in hot weather when ord.ina~ 
pastures are dormant. By keeping 
livestock away from these areas 
early in the season, abundant 
nesting is provided. 
Putting it all togeUoer, Iowa 

farmers are doing a great job of 
providing food, water and shelter 
to matotato wtldllle for all of 
us to enjoy for many years 
ahead. 

THE DES MOINES COUNT'( Nl 

Silt Named 
As Nuisance 

Recent legislation in Iowa has 
passed the first real Ia\\' in the 
nation Uoat names silt as a 
nUisance. In order to implement~ 
the law, soil conservation 
districts are establishing legal 
soil loss limits for each type to be 
found in each county. 

A public hearing will be hald at 
8:00 p.m., Wednesday, August 
16, 1972, at Room 211, Federal 
Buolding in Burlington, on Uoe 
question of adoption of soil loss 
limit~tions for lands in Des 
Moines County . District 
chairman Rex Trpute points out 
Uoat all persons who are likely to 
be affected by the proposed 
regulations are welcomed to 
attend and will be given op­
portunity to express Uoeir views. 

The proposed allowable rates 
of soil loss by wind and water are 
expressed in terms of TONS 
PER ACRE PER YEAR. 
Separate categories are set up 
for (I) agricultural land (2) non­
agricul tural lands and (3) 
construction sites. 

Copies of the proposed 
regulations are available for 
examination at the Des Moines 

, County Soil Conservation 
District office according to 
Chairman Troute. 

The regulations will be used by 
district commissioners in acting 
on complaints of excessive 
silting as the conservancy 
district law goes into eifect. lf 
excessive erosion is found, land 
owners may be requested to 
voluntarily correct the problem 
or may be required to install 
erosion control measures to 
bring Uoe losses within safe 
limits and to comply with the 
district soil loss limit 
regulations. 



Cattlemen 
told of new 
tag program 
A new program is bemg offered cattle 

feeders so they will have records of the car­
ca .. quality of cattle they ship to market. 

Ron Irvin, Extension livestock specialist 
for the Da\'enport area, told about 110 fee­
ders and wives of the pro~:ram during the 
27th annual Des Mo1nes countv Livestock 
Feeders Assn tour Tuesday. . 

Speakmg at the ,J D , tucker farm west 
of Danville. Irvin Pmpbasized the need for 
production rPrords by commeZ.ciaJ cow-calf 
men 

To help feeder< improve their herds, Ir­
'''" recommendpd that they use orange ear 
tags that can be placed on their cattle at 
weaning or at any 
time before thev are 
<ent to market .. 

The tag~ remam 
with the cattle until 
they are slaugh­
tered. then are 
transferred to the 
tarca~se~ before the\' 
are l(raded. -

Grading informa­
tion includes ron-
formation, mRturity, 

0088'32. 

degr~e of marbling, Fnr tag 
quahty grade, fat thickness, ribeye area, 
kidney, pel\-ic, and heart fat, hot carca'" 
weight, and vield grade. Irvin .aid. 

The information will be returned to the 
feeder for a 1.50 tee, but only if the cattle 
have been ta~:geq Tags are 50 cents each 
and are a\'ailable from the Iowa Beef Pro­
ducer.-:; Aco!'ln , Jr\'in said. 

Othr·r ft•r •dttlj( opt·rntiun"' ll\ltf'fl on tlu• 
tour u ,.,.,. ,, t/,,. liNin /)oclaC'ndorff, 
/,·mwrd \fi/l,•r mu/ II (1\fll' and '\trl (' 

II illwm~J,rm\ 

At Dockendorffs, soil conservationist 
Ralph Dewey explained a feedlot wind­
break of trees and shrubs recently planted 
by Dockendorll w1th advice from the oil 
Consen·at ln Sernce 

The tour clo,ed with an evenmg bar­
becue at the 40 & park in Burlington. 

._:).1--k_ £.'-,1-<--' ' ~-r-~ 
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Local St1il Con ... er\'atiol" Sen·1ce ... tafll•r 

\\"I. "STU .. ( OOPER ha' o!I'pleted 1 

w£>pk.Jnng basic management trdl'1tn 
C'OU~£> at the SCI..;. rey10naJ tramm~ ('f?:"1t£>r 
m Lincoln, ~t>b Tw1cP .Q ~urn mer n•ern 11t 
the 0£'~ :\loJne t.:o . t\ oflice Coopfr h 
been 8 full time sc..; emp]o,·e here f, r 8 

\"t>ar 

Teachers can still register 
for conservation workshops 
Iowa teacher,; still have time to register 

for this year's conservation education 
work.qhops, according to Howard Hughe~. 
president of the Iowa Conservation Educa­
tiOn Council 

, The first workshop, mtended primarily 

Detailed 
surveys 
of soils 

A promise of much better soil survey in­
formation for Des Moines and other Iowa 
count1es was given at the 26th Annual Con­
ference of Soil Conservation District in Des 
Moines last week 

Dr Tom E. Fenton, soil sc1entist and 
egronomist from Iowa tate university, 
Jl<linred out the differences in the old and 
modern surveys by making several com­
parisons. 

" orne old surveys show as fE:w as ftve 
soil types in a countv," Fenton claim~ 
"Many modern surveYs will have 50 or 
more soil types and also show land slopes 
and erosion factors." 

I 1\pu·a/ ole/ un ,., u·al( madf> bY a 
in~IP !tUrn·_, or rn abo~t 100 IIHJII d~n 

/lu• nt'.\ \fOIIJf>J UJUnh .mrt f>\, u/1.('11 

rnmplf'IPc/ ahout 1976, u·i/1 h~n, u.~Pd 
about nlfu• man H•ar~. 

The origi nal soil survey taken over 50 
years ago was printed on a single sheet 
map at a scale of one inch per mi le. Mod­
ern survey. are drawn on up~to~date aerial 
photographs at a <cale of four inche" per 
mile. Soil areas as small as two ocrt. rap 
be accurately mapped, according to Fen­
ton 

"Actual surveying has been contracted 
for Des :\loines county startmg in 1971," 
the agronomist stated. "A team of soli sci­
entists will spend about three year,; in the 
field checking soils." 

The main responsibility for soil surveys 
acr<"s the nation lies with the U. _ oil 
Conservation ervice. Iowa Agricultural 
Experiment Station assist~. 
L'pon completion the new soil information 
will be of great value to all farmers and 
land u ers and will become a truly realistic 
basis for assessment, local soil officials 
claim 

Attending the meeting from Des Momes 
county were District Commi~ioner 
Barton of \1ediapolis and District Con 
. en·ationist E. Dewey, of Burlington 

for teacher.; 111 tne eastern part of the :,late, 
will be held at Camp Ewalu near Ira­
wherry Point Oct. 6-7. The second wtll be 
at the state 4-H Camp near Luther Oct. 13 
and 14 

The Eu·alu lcorkshop lf'i/1 rnrlud(' 
teacher u::ork sPssions on (' fiLJronmental 
ji(•/d days, rlassroom demo rlstra tions, 
school camping and conservation edu­
catwn comnuuees. In an au:ard. dinnf'r 
Friday night, teachers u ill be rrrog~ 
ni:.ed for consen.:ation Pducallon ef~ 
forts. 

.Joseph Arundale of the U. . Bureau of 
:\lines will also speak to the group on "Pol­
lution in Perspective ." 

Saturday's program includes field trip• 
for teacher training. ln post yea~. many 
soil conservation districts have sponsored 
teachers to the two-day workshop. In­
terested teachers in De~ Moines County 
should contact herman Lundv of Bur­
lington, chairman of the Envi~onmental 
Conservation Education Council. 

WI~STO:s' COOPER of the Des Moine. 
Countv qoil con~rvation office announces 
there have been 100.000 feet of tile outlet 
terraces built in the county the past eight 
months That is almost 19 miles of terrace 
Among those who established the eroown 
control practices are: Raymond (_)etken 
and Everett Oetken of Tama township, 
Earl Orten. William Parrott, Dr .}. E. 
:\1 urrav and Robert Dodds of Danville 
township, Rex Troute and Edward C 
Breuer of Concordia: Warren Langwith 
and Grover Willson, Washington : Iowa 
Army Ammunition Plant, John Hostetter 
and Marvin Lange, Flint River: William 
Dennev and Darrell Tucker, Pleaoant 
Grove;- Kenneth \Vehage and Clarence 
Kuntz , Huron: Dr. Carl Hulen and Ger­
ald Miller, Union and Rodman Baird of 
Yellow 8pring, 

Other practices established this sea on 
included 16 erosion control dam• and 
ponds m the county. Those applying the 
practices and their townships included • 
Vicki Maddox and Dr Hulen, L'nion: Les­
ter Dietsch and Kenneth Groe, Ple88ant 
Grove: H. B. cbrocder, Tama; Grover 
Will•on . Washington: Kenneth Wehage, 
Huron; Ronald Beckman, Danville, John 
Hostetter, Flint River; Virgil MaMner and 
Orttie Rocke, Yellow pring; Neal Wolfe of 
Frankhn and Iowa Army Ammunition 
Plant 



1974 Co~nty 
Soil Survey 

A promose of much better soil 
survey onformation for Des 
Momes and other Iowa counties 
was given at the 26th Annual 
Conference of Soil Conservation 
Distroct in Des Moines this week . 

Dr . Tom. E . Fenton, soil 
scoentist and agronomist from 
Iowa State Unive rsity pomted 
out the difference~ n the old and 
modern surveys. 

" Some old surveys show as 
few as five sool types in a 
county," Fenton claims. " Many 
modern surveys will have fifty 
or more sooJ types and also sho"' 
land slopes and ros ion factors ." 

A typical old survey was made 
by a smgle surveyor on about 100 
man days. The Des Moines 
County survey , when compl 
about 1976, will have used abo 
rune man years. 

"Actual surveying had been 
contracted for Des Moines 
County starting in 1974," the 
agronomist stated. " A team of 
soil scoentists will spend about 
three years in the field checkmg 
soils ." 

Attending the meetong from 
Des Momes County " 'ere Dostroct 
Commissioner S.S. Barton of 
Mediapolis and District Con­
servatoorusl Ralph E . Dewey, of 
Burlmgton. 

~. 17~ & 14~._.1 
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R egional winner s 
in soil program 

Three area farmers have been named re· 
~10nal "inner~ in the Iowa oil Con· 
"'ena~10n Achievement Awards Program 
fur doing an outstandmg job of conserving 
.. oil and \\ater They nrP. 

So 1/n(fmaro , Jr .. 1/umrsiOn. 111 Duo 
Wtt I. Rfn l'illwg. \/Nl rapolu (und 

mutl'r ( R. Plllm~). in Onit~WII :1~ ancl 
f'n•d Jlol '''Pfl. Jr '"·' Po rn f. in /)ir·i· 
t~ i OII J 

Divt:-;ion 1 ron tsts of owner-operated (or 
familv-opernted farms, Divi•ion 2 of land 
lord tennnt farms. and Division 3 of farm 
cooperatmg ,.,..,th the . oil Conservation 
.Sen·tcl' 

These three Region 9 \vinners will recei\·e 
barometers at cl fOUnty banquet and are 
automattrall~ m sweepstakes competthon 
,..,·ith 2-4 other re~ional winner:. for a ingle 
:-.tate award 

The program. in it> 20th year, 1. >pon­
sored by The Des Moines Register The 
lou,·a Farm Register, and several con­
er\'ation and education agencies. 

!0 -11-71/ 

That fish-producing 
pond requires planning 

B) BOB II I YS£\ 
//aod; E) P port IT riter 

That lunker bass or stronger of pan fish 
pulled fro m a Des Moines county farm 
pond may well have started out life as 
property of the federal or state govern­
ment 

t rea .farmf'n nrt' increasing/\ tn/,in~ 
adt·an laf{P of got Prnment pro~ram and 
hnou·-how to turn the "old (i h11o~ 
ho/p" mto a rt•creat;onal d indPnrl. 

But, like any dividend, a fish-producmg 
pond require- an onvestment of careful 
planning. Most ponds will produce some 
fish but they will produce more and better 
fi h if they a re managed correctly. 

One source of in formation on the correct 
way to develop a fish pond is Ralph D~wey 
of the U. . Soil Conservation office located 
in the Federa l building here. Dewey is also 
t he man to see about getting fish 

His nffire will be takmg Applications un­
til Feb. 1 for eother bass or catfish fry from 
the federal fish hatchery near Muscatine. 

Tho>e land owners whose apphcations 
are approved can plan on pocking up their 

So il Etwurds b;mquet 

plan n ed for \ov. 16 

The annu I "•" bunqu<t of the Dc 
\loin~ Countv Soi 1 r n..:;er.atl~>n J>I ... tnr 

"ll be held ut 6·10 p m ' 16 At Forst 
C'hrostian c·hurch IL21 Park Ave 

The nrocrom will teature en\ tronment 1l 
conservation rrluratum m mtd1)Ur c asc; 
mom.., reportt-d Hex """ rrm.. e rha trm n 
of the hoard nf -.olllomml I()ON" Se\er 
teach<•r \\Ill he~" soft he do trort 

tJ-.f-7~ 

"Awards banquet 
En\'ironmental conservation education 

will be the theme of the 1972 oil con­
servation achievement awards banquet to 
be held at 6:30 p.m Thursday at First 
Chnstian church, 1221 Park Ave. The ban­
quet is being held by the Des Moines coun­
ty oil Conservation District. 

,,_, ~- 7 2.--

seed fish next . ummer. "We will begin de­
l overing ba. < in .June," said Dewe), "und 
catfish, in late August. 

A truck will bt in the area and the 
farmer should brong along a 20·gallon con­
tamer of his pond water and we'll :ee he 
gets hos losh, 

"Generally speaking," tontinued Dewey, 
"we will not tock a pond under half an 
acre, for it's too :mall for 8 good survival 
ratio, or lar~er than fi,e acres, because 
that "con. odered a commercial venture " 

lJf•tH'' explained the ~la t e also main· 
taon a program o( <upph on~ fi.•h to 

lou~ farmer 

"Mo. t ponds, though, were stocked a 
good deal more informally The fa rmer just 
took a pail of fish he caught on a neoghbor's 
pond. dumped it in his own, and hoped for 
the be>t," he said. 

The soil conservation office also offers a 
few poonters on which type of fish to stock 
II a good bass-producing pond i. desired, 
there shouldn't be any crappies in­
troduced 

Crappoes. in a pond with a uniform water 
level, will quickly overproduce. thus up­
etting the balance bet\\een more desirable 

fish and leaving the pond filled woth use­
le~s one and two.ounce fish . 

If catfish are desired, only a •mall num­
ber of bass should be added to control wild 
fo,h that may enter the pond. The pond 
bottom •hou ld also have a few dramage tile 
or tires for catfish nestong spots, Dewey 
S81d 

Dewey also offers a few pointers on how 
to !ish a pond 

"A good ratio of usage would be about 
500 hours of fishing tome per acre Any less 
than that and the fish will not grow to 
best size. Any more than that and the 
number of fish caught will fall ofl,' he 
sa1d 

Df'IH'\ /(lirJ to rc>H tllf' old liOn that 
onrc• n farmer·oUtH'r accepu. {{Ol ern· 
ment ~tockmg. lrP mu'it open hi pnnd 
up 10 thf· public 

''Thi!!> may have been true at one time," 
Dewey explained. "but the farmer os under 
no obligation to let people fi•h his place if 
hr doe"'n 't want to 

" 'aturally, \\e would like the public to 
use these ponds and it also provide the 
correct hshing pre-.sure that the ponds 
need tor best re ults." 

The Soil Conservatoon office estimates 
there are ROO ponds in Des ~1oines county 
I son!( government guidelines, that figures 
out to 8 lot of fish and a lot of fishing for 
area anglers. 



Waste from feedlot treated 
A recently completed waste control proj­

ect on the Robert Rehmke farm northwest 
of Burlington will keep 2,500 tons of barn­
yard manure and waste from entering Flint 
River and the Mississippi every year, dis­
trict conservation officials claim. 

In an effort to manage the runoff from 
his livestock enterpnse, Rehmke has con-

ROBERT R£HMI<£ F \PM' 

POLLUT10N .~ND 

£R05ION 

strU.cted a series of terraces, diversions, a 
holding pond and a lagoon. Planning for 
the project was a part of the work of the 
Des Moines County Soil Conservation Dis­
trict and the U. . Soil Conservation erv­
ice: 

Rehmke, a farm manager for a Bur­
lington Bank, purchased the farm about a 

(STEEP SLDP/IIG. LAND) 
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POLLU'l'IO CO TROL in feedlot 
of Robert Rehmke i. achieved by di­
''ersion terrace . a silt basin and tor­
age-oxidation lagoon. This layout, on a 

10-acre tract, is along county roa'd X-
37 in the northwest part of ection 18 
of Franklin township. It's on the old 

larence Mehmken farm. 

year ago. "It looked like a good livestock 
farm and has several ponds to supply water 
to pasture areas," he states. 

The build1ngs and lot .< are located an 
0 jair/y lldTrOil' rif/ge with good c/rairt· 
age to mot•e wastes off the lots. "Ero­
sion is bound to bl! a problem u•ith tla~ 

5teep slopes breaking au·a-'- from the 
lots." Rehmke cla1ms. "ThiS also 
pre.~ented a problem of pollution with 
rapid runoff Ia the creek." 

Rehmke contacted the soil conservation 
service, where district conservationist 
Ralph Dewey and conservation technician 
Oren Champ provided technical guidance 
to develop a sounrl plan for erosion and 
waste control. Application for cost-sharing 
by the Rural Environmental Assistance 
Program brought forth considerable help in 
the high cost of such a project. REAP paid 
half of the more than $4,000 total 
cost. "Using federal funds to help pay for 
pollution control work of this kind is read­
ily justified," Conservationist Dewey 
points out. "The farmer is providing a way 
to keep animal wastes from polluting, so 
the entire public can enjoy clean water." 

tate health officials also come into the 
picture on pr jects like this. Plans for the 
work had to be approved by the Iowa Wa­
ter Pollution Control Commission before 
any earth could be moved. 

Taking it from the top, the barns and 
lots drain about six acres of hilltop land. A 
diversion terrace wraps around the ridge­
top, keeping runoff water from going down 
the steep slopes. This diversion serves a 
double purpose. It channels the feedlot 
runoff to a settling area and it keeps the 
runotT !rom getting into a livestock pond. 

I short .fill, about six .feet deep and a 
hundred .feet long, catches the sot.d and 
liquid u-aste< that will come off the lots, 
and through the diL~ersion. Roof water 
is matnl) taken through eat•es trough$ 
Into an unclergraund ule and on to the 
lagoon area. 

A slotted pipe inlet to a tile system al­
lows liquids to run to the lagoon at a lower 
level, while solids settle above the pipe. As 
the area fills with solid wastes, this materi­
al can be hauled out to fertilize cropland 
fields. 

early, 3,000 cubic yards of earth had to 
be moved to build •he dam that holds the 

lagoon, according to SCS figur"" Ninety 
feet of six inch metal pipe controls the 
overflow from the lagoon toward the creek 
below. 

"lf"ater running mto thP lagoon i11 

natural/) pollutrd. ·· R Phmkl' cnntinuP.,, 
"so the lagoon i~ thP plare u:lu·rp poilu· 
lion is treau<>d." 

"The lagoon can store three inches of 
runoff from the feedlot," he adds. Biologic­
al action in the lagoon takes care of pollu­
tants and the overflow to the outlet pipe is 
nearly pure water What little waste ma­
terial may be left will he filtered out in a 
grass watenvay, which is will also help to 
fertilize. 

Rehmke feels that the investment to 
build this wast< control project is high, but 
it serves many purposes. Beside. pollution 
control. erosion is prevented and his own 
stock watering system is no longer con­
taminated. "Besides there's a certain sati•· 
faction in knowing you have done a bit to 
help make a better environment," Rehmke 
concludes. 



Soil saving efforts recognized 
By BOB SOGARD 

Hawk Eye Farm Editor 
They were preaching to the converted at 

First Christian church Thursday night. 
The occasion was the annual Des Moines 

county soil conservation awards banquet. 
The toplC was environmental education 
nnd th~ farmers recognized received the 
"honorary degrees." 

ACIDEVERS in the county soil con· 
servation awards competition this year 

1 

were, back row, from left, Dave Noss, 
Verner Amenell, C.E. (Jack) Pilling, 

Rex Troute, chairman of the Des Moines 
county Soil Conservation committee, ob­
served that one third of the acres in this 
county n£:eding soil -saving i.!'l:at'llen t have 
been protected with conservation pral..tices 
in the past 30 years. 

"The public won't tolerate 60 years more 
to get the rest of the land treated," com· 

and Ray Pilling. Wives, from left, are 
Mrs . Noss, Mrs. Amenell and Mrs. 
Jack Pilling. 

!1-t7-7'f 

mented Troute. He pointed to new laws 
that make the Soil Conservation service re­
sponsible for all of the land in the coun­
ty-including yards, parks and airports, as 
well as farmland . Also, Iowa 's new con­
servancy law restricting soil losses is 
among the first in the nation . 

Sherman Lundy, Burlington teacher and 
environmentalist, explained the outdoor 
classroom concept that's getting a firm 
foothold in the schools here. 

41Children need the ,experience of 
learning about ecology and protection 
of our environment where it's happen­
ing and that's outdoors," Lundy said. 
He said teachers, the SCS. parents and 
the public, as well as young.sten, 
should be involved in the planning for 
these studies. 

"There's a world of knowledge to be 
gained from a rotten log. You can even 
study weeds <crowitrg up through cracks in 
a blacktop playground. There are trees and 
grasses, ponds and brushpiles that can be 
invaluable as outdoor classrooms," he 
added . 

Gardening, planting trees, building bird 
houses and feeding stations, digging a pit 
to study sotl types are just a few of the 
projects pupils can undertake in their out­
door classrooms, Lundy said. 

SCS publications are available to help 
teachers and all others interested, he con­
cluded. 

Achievement awards to outstanding con· 
servation farmers in the county were 
presented by soil commissioners. Division 
winners were: 

DMSION I, for owner·operators- Ver­
ner Amenell, who farms north of Mediap· 
olis. He has nearly completed a system of 
terraces, ponds and waterways in the past 
five years. " 

DMSION II, for landlord and tenant ­
Ray Pilling is the tenant on the farm of his 
father, C.E. (Jack) Pilling, just northwest 
of Mediapolis. They also were top winners 
in their division for the 12·county south· 
east Iowa region, in the contest co-spon­
sored by the Des Moines Register and Trib. 
une and the soil districts. 

The elder Pilling was a district commis· 
sioner for six years. Troute said, "The en­
tire farm has been well treated, first by 
Jack and then Ray put on the finishing 
touches. · 

DMSION ill, new CO·Operators - Mar· 
cell and Dave oss, whose farm is about 
three miles west of Kingston, constructed a 
pond to provide livestock water and erosion 
control, gs well as for recreation. Tile out­
let terraces were constructed and plans 
have been made to complete the work on 
the farm. 

The Rusty Door Four, barbershop quar· 
tet, provided entertainment for the 90 per· 
sons at the banquet. The members are 
Jack Stout, Joe Layman, Woody Herman 
and Ralph Dewey, district conservationist. 



AchJevers in the Des Moines 
county soU conservation awards 
competition to 1972 were , back 

row, from left, Dave Noss , Ver­
ner Amenell, C. E. (J ack) Pil­
ling and P ay Pilling, all Med-

lapolls rural . Wives , from left, 
are Mrs. Noss, Mrs. Amenell 
and Mrs. Jack Pllllng. 

Area Farmers Get Soil Awards 
Achievement awards to out .. 

standtng conservation farmers 
ln Des Moines county were pre­
sented Thursday night, November 
16 at the annual soil conser­
vation awards banquet held at 
the First Christian church In 
Surllngton. Dlvlslon winners 
were: 
Division I, tor owner -

operators - verner Amenell, 
who farms north ot Medlapolls . 
He has nearly completed a sys­
tem ot terraces, ponds and 
wate rways in the past nve years . 
Division U, tor landlord and 

tenant - Ray Pilling Is the tenant 

on the farm of his father, C.E. 
(Jack) Pilling, just northwes t of 
Mediapolis. They also were top 
winners In their division tor the 
12-county southeast Iowa region, 
In the contest co-sponsored by 
the Des Moines Register and 
Tribune and the s oU districts . 
The elder Pilling was a dis­

trict commiss ioner tor six 
years . Rex Trout, chairman at 
the coWJty SOU conservation, 
s aid: ''The enUre fa rm h~:~s been 
well treated, fi rst bY Jac k and 
then Ray put on the fin ishing 
touches . 
Divis ion m, new co-oper ators­

Marcell and Dave Noss, whose 
farm 1s about three miles west 
at Kingston, constructed a pond 
to provide llvestock water and 
e rosion control, as well as tor 
recreation. Tile outlet terraces 
were constructed and plans have 
been made to complete the work 
on the farm . 
The topic tor the evening was 

environmental education. Chair­
man Troute emphasized that only 
one-thlrd of the acres In the 
county needing soU-saving treat­
ment have been protected with 

.... .................. ........... 

conservation practices in the past 
30 years. 
The chairman pointed to new 

laws that make the SoU Con­
servation service respons ible tor 
all the land In the county, In­
cluding yar ds, parks and air­
ports, as well as farm land. 

Sherman Lundy, Burlington 
teacher and environmentalist, 
explained the outdoor classroom 
concept that Is getting a toot­
hold In the schools In the area . 
The Rusty Door Four barber­

shop quartet provided entertain­
ment at the banquet. Members 
of the quartet are J ack stout, 
Woody Herman, Joe Layman, and 
Ralph Dewey, district conser­
vationist . 

Burt ealey, who farms north of Dan­
ville, disagrees with the blanket state­
ment that making pasture out of land 
that grows only brush and scrub trees is a 
conservation minus. 

"Grass holds the land, too. I've seen 
land that isn't taken care of erode from 
under a tangle of brush that kills out the 
grass, " Burt declared when I talked with 
him Tuesday · 

He pointed to the work done by his 
sons, Jim and Charles, the past year. Part 
of the project is illustrated on Page 20 of 
today's Hawk Eye They bought a 
240-acre farm from the Knutson estate. 
The place is two miles north of Danville. 

tart!ng with about 35 acres of hilly 

brush-infested ground , they bulldozed 
the brush into piles along the creek that 
runs through the place . They kept the 
crawler tractor on the job with a heavy 
duty disk. There were too many roots to 
try to plow, but they could take a disk to 
shape up the ground after the 'dozer left 
so that com could be planted on the con­
tour. 

They applied a herbicide and didn't 
cultivate. The process 'will be repeatec. 
this year, then t:.e tract should be in 
shape for seeding the pasture to be used 
by a beef herd. The contoured ground 
looked pretty good when I walked over it 
and the supersatcrated soil appeared to 
be staying in place . In other words, this 
ground apparently is fertile enough so 
that it won't literal:y go downhill if it is 
properly pastured 

\I an 4 memaya. the I l agronomi t. 
u:as hPrc> la~ t ueeh· poan ung out tha t 
all wda pasture making isn't 1n the 
in::ere."it o.f public or farmer . 

"Woodland clearing can be dis­
astrous," the professor declared. "It can't 
raise .corn and isn't too good for pasture 
It might cost S100 an acre to clean up and 
$100 more for chemicals, fertilizer and 
seed. Then, in a few years, cattle runs 
start rills, erosion resumes and the $300 
land there 1sn't worth the $100 you start­
ed with" 

Amemiya suggested that pastu re re­
novators seed native prairie grasses -
blue stem, switch grass, Indian grass -
that come on strong in the hot sea on 
while the cool weather grasse brown 
down He cautioned against over-grazing. 
urging that 8-10 inches of stubble be left 
o the grass can come back. 

He pointed out a whole bunch of ben­
efits resultmg from terracing. The farmer 
needs less fertilizer, insecticides and her­
bicides. Terracing eliminates dodging 
gullies, allows more efficient u e of equip­
ment and reduces ditch cleanup. Also, 
moisture is retained, the land is more 
productive and is five to 10 per cent more 
valuable . 

J>uhlic bene(iB rnclude: CleanC'r 
u:ater, cleaner a1r, ~eda'ment control. 
flood con trol and Prologir:al balances 
are marntairH)d 

But terraces are expensive. ow that 
REAP funds have been axed, enforce­
ment of Iowa's new soil conservancy law 
shot down. Minoru said alternatives may 
have to be developed. These include grass 
or meadow rotation, con ervation tillage 
and other practices that save soil but 
don't cost so much Also, the state SCS 
people are seeking considerably more 
fro e legislature. 

Rex Troute, chairman of the soil dis­
trict commissioners, is practicing what he 
preaches. He told the crop production 
meeting participants about a cooperative 
terracing program he completed with 
neighbors Ed Breuer and Vine Gehring. 

The project, cost -shared with REAP 
fund , reduced hir annual s01l lo from 
eight tons per acre to 12 tons. Rex con­
ceded that it's doubtful he would have 
done his portion of the 55-acre $4,000 job 
if REAP funds hadn't been available. 



New pastures crowding wildlife 
8, BOB II l \S£\ 

In recent years, Iowa wildlife has taken 
its lumps on everything from highway con­
struction to mdustrial pollution. Now it 
appear51 even rising beef price are posing a 
threat to the state'. dimini hing primitive 
habitat area• 

R,•lmn ,. lughPr cnttlP pricPfi nrP (orc· 
it:, rnmn 1/md-; f n• land {artnPr.~ to 
nun Prl timlu·rPrl arPa~ into paHure 
lund. flu,. tn turn, dP\tron thr~ food 
rwd t on'r that /)('rrllft man\ t)pf' ."i of 
ulld lilf• to (loun~ll. 

Ralph Dewey of the U.S. oil Con­
servation Ofhce estimates approximately 
200 acres of timher are converted to pas­
lure annuallv m De• Moines county. More 
heavilv wooded areas - such a tho e in 
\'an Buren countv lost about 1,000 acres 
of trees each vear 

The long run impact this practice will 
have on the states wildlife re ources is yet 
undetermined However, authorities are 
becomm~ increa~ingly concerned over the 
more apparent short run aspects of pasture 
reclamation 

State 'upervi or of Wild L1fe Manage­
ment Don Cummings reports, .. Under cer· 
tain rircum~tances we have noted a sub­
stantial rer!uction of deer, rabbit , squirrel 
and quail where woodland is converted to 
pasture in any significant amount . 

.. FurllultHt·h '' ( ummings .~taid. "the 
prm tu t· u not tdtlesprend, but 11 ma) 
an·/1 lwuwu· qmtr common. If that or· 
curs, u·r· mrn hm r· n ~eriou. problem on 
nur hand .... 

"In the ca~e of larger animals such as 
deer land will carrv only so many ani­
mals," he said. "W • will have to see if 1t is 
~oing to be w1ldhfe or cattle." 

Cummmgs concern is shared by tate 
Gam• Biolog~<t At Ferris. 

" We're bel(lnning to see the destruction 

of many areas of natural habitat for deer 
and squirrels in south east Iowa 

"In a recent trip through the Burlington­
Ottumwa area we saw significant areas of 
umber being cleared off," Ferris said 

" If this IS done in areas where row crops 
are nearby and some brush is left, the im­
pact on quail is negligible or it may even 
help out 

"llut if nn rm·pr 1!1 l<•(t and if IIParln 
marguwl tTOfJ lanfl i\ conrerted, u:e are 
/{0111/{ tn .'ilflrt lo'iUI/{ man\ .<ipPCic>.'i of 
u•ld!I(P." h(' u·anwd. 

The conversion of wooded areas to pas­
ture has increased in recent years as the 
rising price of beef, coupled with increasing 
operating expenses, has forced many farm-

RECLAIMED LAND , once a 
tangle of brush and small trees, is 
this 35-acre tract in Pleasant Grove 
township that was cleared by bull-

ers to maximize the use of all available 
land 

However, State District Fore ter Stanley 
Tate questions the econOmic justification 
used m many instances of pasture reclama­
tion. 

"Putting aside esthetics or any other 
consideration ," Tate said, "it is very diffi­
cult econom1cally to justify the conversion 
of much of this timbered land into pasture. 

" In many areas, the slope is greater than 
18 per cent and it becomes rough for the 
farmer to bnng equipment onto the land to 
fertilize, mow and maintain the property 
After a few years the nutrient value i depl­
eted and the land will no longer produce 
grass - or much of anything else," Tate 
continued. 

dozer last year. The land is part of a 
240-acre farm purchased by Burton 
K. Nealey and hi ons, Jame and 
Charle . The 'dozer also was used to 

"lr1 DP.'i \fnin e.~ count), 1r1• han• 
!lome clrnsil' cases of steep lult~t trith 
lumt ed top .~o d going iflto pa .'ilure. 
\luch o( tlu.' land ha.< .< uch low /PrttltiY 
11 tultnot regenerate grr1H nr tree.'i. 

"Erosion has also taken place with the 
accompanymg siltatiOn problems The 
land has lost its value to society 

"Many farmers eem caught in a beef 
price hysteria They are sacrificing the long 
run value of their land for a highly ques­
tionable short run profit" 

As w1th any bu iness, farmers work their 
land for a profit, not to maintam wildlife 
sanctuaries. However, the only sure thing 
about the pasture reclamation movement 
is that, once agam, Iowa 's natural re­
sources will be the big loser. 

work the ground with a heavy disk 
and it was planted in corn, on the 
contour. After another season of corn, 
the land will be seeded for pasture 

ee Ag Info, Page 1 . 
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Walter B. Eyre 

Off the 
cob 

Although wet weather has hampered 
conservation practices in the county, much 
progreo;;s ha~ been made, according to infor­
mation rete1ved from Ralph Dewey and the 
other worker.; at the local soil conservation 
olfice. 

Robut /Jrn lor. f>h·fl'ifJnl (,rm '' tou n­
~lup. r.\ cnnttrlllln~ Ill\ u•rrnrrng pm­
Jtmm tt 11h the build uri( of J.(}()O (Pt•t of 
fJnmlld t1•rrnn·' to rontroltt atf>r runn(( 
rmd ~milo'' nn " ~1\ ·urn• (i,·ld 

Conservation progress made 
This work created more cropland that 

was being taken over by brush. Row rrops 
may now be grown and will not only make 
a much higher return to Robert but will 
also make additional food and forage a> 
well as cover for game birds and animal!-\ 
near their natural habitat 

Bob Dodds, Danville, has a forty at some 
di!'itance from hi~ other farm land on which 
he has established a tile outlet system to 

handle runoff from the proposed terrace 
system. The work included a new main tile 
under a county road and to a ~afe outlet on 

hi!O. neighbor, Roy \Vagner The terraces 
will control the runoff from 40 acres of 
land Side benefits of the system are a bet­
tPr drninage sy~tem on the \.\'agner farm 
and provide new outlets for future terrac­
ing of the John Seymour farm Sounds like 
-.;orne neighborhood coope;ation that will 
..,ave a lot of soil and increase crop yields. 

DISTRICT CO:I.1MI 'SIO~ER Rex 
!'route, having had enough of erosion on 
two of h1s fields, entered into a mutual 
agnemtnt with two neighbors south of 

• 

Burlington, Ed Breuer and Vine Gehring 
They will provide tile drain outlets for 
Troute'. terrace systems. In turn, Gehring 
and Breuer continued the terraces across 
their fields. This makes it possible to com­
pletely control water runoff and ero!'lion on 
75 acres. The fields are ea!'lier to farm now 
that the work has been done 

r ARL SHl':I.IAKER. a distnct commis­
sioner "ho lives west of Danville, contin­
ued terrace buuding on on• of his fields. 
Th" work will give him added protection 

for a large grass waterway through hi• 
farm. Manv farmers are finding atrazine 
has been killing grass in waterway~. mak­
mg them harder to keep seeded Tile out­
lets a re giving a better answer to the water­
way problem 

\fan) ponds fo r iln>st()(·k· t<"lllPr nnd 
(or f'rO.'iron co111rol Iran· bf't'll bwlt 
Pond atf' prot·iclw,. nr('(l\ (or tWII·r­

(ou I attd tfi ldlr.fr• to \Urt n·t· 

WILLIAM STAAT-. in Benton town­
ship north of Burlington. has a pond that 
controls se\.·eral acres of runoff and pre­
vents the water from cutting gullies in a 
steep hillSide. Dwight Stucker, Pleasant 
Grove township. has a new pond for live· 
stock water in a pasture nearly a mile from 
h1s farmstead. He is much better able to 
control use of his pastures with the added 
water supply Clair Williams has done 
much the same thing on a part of his farm 
just acro"'s the county line on a part of h1~ 
farm west of Danville. 

The Shumaker and Dodd tile jobs have 
been completed in the Geode watershed 
where both the federal and state govem­
ment!i have joined with the landownen. in 
cost sharmg. Charles Buck, also in the 
Geode wate~hed. has built an erosion con 
trot pond. Keith and Grover Renner in the 
same neighborhood have a d1version ter~ 

race to keep silt from headmg for the lake 

DARRELL TlJCKER. Pleasant Grove 
township. Dale Hazen and Clifford Wall· 
man in Wa•hmgton. Theodore Berning, 
Yellow pnng, and Harvey Hem1ger, near 
Kmgston have been able to complete tiling 
even though the fall has been qUite wet 



Unprecedented 

Timber Clearing 
Th following news release, 

dealing with the problems arising 
oul of the ••unprecedented level 
ot limber clearing In Southeast­
ern Iowa", comes from Stan 
f te, District Forester, of Mus­
catine. 

Ill sing lives tO< k prices and poor 
land m nagernent are some of the 
causes of the unprecedented level 
of Umber clearing In SOuth­
eastern Iowa. Many landowners 
are aelllng or bulldozing standing 
ttmb<!r with hopes of gaining 
Inexpensive pasture. Many others 
are simply allowing their 
cattle to graze standing Umber. 
It the lure of Inexpensive pasture 
appeals to you, consider these 
facts bE::fore you take acUon. 

C "Uatlng DPW pasture or 
pasturlrog existing timber Is an 
Investment; but only good In­
vestments make money. U your 
Intended pasture Is steeper than 
15% slope (about a I to 6 slope) 
It may turn out to be a poor 
Investment. If you keep careful 
records you may find you are 
losing money 

Potential Income from pasture 
decreases rapidly as the slope 
of the land increases. On steeper 
ground the grass 1s poorer and 
more expensive to maintain, and 
the llvestock must expend more 
energy moving UD and down the 
hills to get less teed. It's obvious 
that sleep land cannot compete 

with the feed efficiency found 
In better pasturelands. 

In the case or so-called "Um­
ber pasture" the problems 
of slope are compounded by 
exceedingly poor teed . Grass 
grown In shade Is very low In 
nutritional value. Stock can 
actually loose weight while keep­
Ing their bellies full. As the shade 
grown grass Is quickly depleted 
livestock turn to brush (actually 
young tree seedlings) as a rood 
source. The digestive systems 
of cattle are not equipped to ef­
ficiently digest the woody twigs 
they are forced to teed on, and 
the cattle cannot show acceptable 
weight gains. 

I want to be careful not to 
overplay the economics of this 
problem, because things are not 
that simple . Land use ethics Is 
an Integral part of the problem. 
I once knew n man who was so 
embarrassed that he couldn'tface 
his neighbors, becaUse a small 
gully had started In his pasture. 
Yet every yea r tract alter tract 
ot rougher land Is succumbing de­
forestation, overgrazing and 
heavy topsoil loss, and yet lew 
seem concerned or even aware . 

The topsoil on our hills is 
usually quite thin (less than 12 
Inches) and Is underlain by a 
layer of soli very high In clay. 
Once the topsoil Is gone and the 
clay layer Is exposed an area 
is created on which 1t Is ex­
ceedingly dlillcult to re-establish 
either grass or trees. Any exist­
Ing tree s lose their vigor and 
die because they are dependent 
on the thin, fragile lopsoll for 
their existence. The most pro­
found or tragedles has th•n oc­
curred; a once beauttrul and use­
ful parcel of land has been turn d 
Into a sterile and wasted carcass. 

We can look to the lamed 
"CEDARS OF LEBANON" !or 
an example from history. 
Lebanon was once lush with cedar 
forests, but has now been barren 
for nearly 2,000 years. The 
Romans discovered these vast 
forests and began to harvest 
them for use In bulldlng ships. 
The forests may have survived 
the Umber cutting had not the 
cutters brought goats. As the 
older trees were cut, seedlings 
grew to replace them; but the 
goals ate the seedlings and In-

MEDIAPOLIS NEW ERA 
terrupted the cedar's self-re­
newal cycle. Subsequent soU 
erosion finished the job. It Is 
hard to believe that such an 
Innocuous creature as a goat 
could have such a profound ef­
fect In such a few years . 

Other Important factors are also 
Involved. SoU erosion causes 
downstream sUtatlon and the re­
sultant degradation of rivers and 
lakes. In addition, the runotl 
from timberland Increases 
rapidly lt 1t Is grazed and even 
more drasttcal)y If It Is cleared. 
The Increased runoff causes 
more erosion and more frequent 
flooding. The taxpayer ultimately 
bears the cost ot Increased 
dredging and flood control work. 

Good land management Is not 
a simple matter, but we all must 
learn to live In closer harmony 
with our land. U you have Urn­
berland and want Information or 
assistance please contact: 

Htan Tate, District Forester 
Sox 387 
Muscatine, Iowa 52761 

• •••••••••••••• 
Reduced tillage way 

• 
erOS lOll to slow soil 

In spite of the cutback of federal 
funds for con~ervat10n programs. many 
farme~ are making plan~ to reduce eru 
sion on their lands m 1973 "district c m 
servationist Ralph Oewey O~t.ttitl' 

Dewey, representing the l~ ·. Sml C m 
servatmn Service in Des :\o-Toines county 
satd that pe-ople are seeking alternatives 
to expenstve terracing for erosion control 
"Data Jrom vears of experiment show us 
that reduced tillage practices that leave a 
stubble mulch on the land can be as ef 
lective a terracmg to hold the soil," he 
stated 

"'I hr thn•fll o( r•rtJ\1011 rnrwi11' t'l 

t•n trmt• tlw ""' ;, cultn au·d {or c NlfJ\ 

rl'fl.tlrdlr·"'' of run 'or t•rtWlf•tll , n't 
\/Wriflfl progr11111, .. IJl'U f'\ \Uid, ''ruu/ 

~f'flinwrll 'tJIIIillllt'~ tn lu prodw ,.,fJnr 
our \(rr·rml' Ill a rflfP nf /0-20 ton~ (H r 

ru·n 

~lam: farmers re turnmg- tt rtli lmum 

t llage methods tv slow erosion. In. lead of 
turning over the soil with a plow after 
harvesting a mixing tool. such as a chisel 
plow ts .tsed. This stirs the crop stubble 
mto the soil, leaving a mulch on top in­
lead of hurymg the mulch and leaving 

the soi I ex posed. 
"Stmple merhoos like these can cut soil 

''" es h\ 50 to 75 per cent. Besides ero· 
smn r mtrol. there is less compaction. giv­
Ing the crop a better chance to grow" De­
wev added 

Because ol wet fall weather, very little 
ql1 plowmg wa~ done in southeast Iowa 

\\ m'er and early spring wind erosion 
>hould be rnJch less than normaL 

.. Th•"' s1tuat10n offers a fine chance to 
st or! reduc·ed tillage methods," Dewev 
con• luderl 1 errac ng is sti•l the b.;t 
permanent croston control, but we have a 
chanc·e t save .tJver a million ton!; of ~oil 
m 1973 by stmplv not plo~ng everything 
undergrou:-td 



~~cs Still --
In Business 
uwe are still 1n business and 

more determined than e-ver to 
carry out our mission to stop 
soU erosion." Soll conservation 
district chalrm3D Rex Troute of 
Burlington makes this con­
ttrmatlon to response to many 
questions 1n recent weeks about 
the future of the soU conservation 
program In Des Moines County. 

Late ln December, agriculture 
began receiving a series of 
sbock treatments as the U.S. 
OUlce of Management and Budget 
took slashing blows at farm pro­
grams . The Rural Environmental 
Assistance Program (REAP) the 
cost sharing program to help 
rural land users apply much 
needed erosion control practices, 
was the !lrst to go. 
«The REAP program has he­

come one of our more effective 
tools In establishing the practices 
that are parts of the long-range 
conservation plans of land own­
ers In the district," Troute main­
tains. uover the years a greater 
pari ot REAP funds has been 
applied to such permanent 
practices as terracing and 
erosion control dams." 
«BUT, land use planning Is the 

primary job of the district, and 
we are sttll very much In 
business," Chairman Troute de­
clared. 
«We realize that without cost 

sharing, progress may he a little 
slower," Troute continued, ueut 
the need to conserve natural re· 
sources 1s as great as ever. 
The challenge of how to do It 
becomes more complex.'' 

The conservationist pointed out 
that the planning staff of the 
Soli Conservation Service Is pre­
pared to help land users find 
alternate, and perhaps less ex­
pensive, methods to control their 
sot! losses. It Is stlll the owners 
decision as to the action he takes. 

"Now, more than eve1 before, 
a good job of conservation plan­
ning Is needed to assure the 
best and most effective use of 
the land," Troute concludes. 
"The soli district still provides 
the best basis for conservation 
planning, a land use capablllty 
Inventory and expertise In soils 
and planning." 

Urge Minimum 
Tillage To 
Slow Erosio1 
"In spite of the cutback ot fed­

eral funds for conservation pro­
grams, many farmers are making 
plans to reduce erosion on their 
lands In 1973," district con­
servationist Ralph Dewey de­
rlares. 

Dewey, representing the U~ g: 
Soli Conservation Service In 
Des Moines County points out 
that people :1rP sPeklng al­
ternaUves to expensive ter­
racing tor erosion control. ''Data 
from years of experiment show 
us that reduced Ullage practices 
that leave a stubble mulch on the 
land can be as effective as ter­
racing to hold the soli," he 
claims. 
''The threat of erosion remains 

every time the soli Is cultivated 
for crops regardless of any 
government cost-sharing pro­
gram," Dewey goes on. ''And 
sediment continues lo he pro­
duced tor our streams at a rate 
ot 10- 20 tons per acre." 

Many farmers are turning to 
minimum llllage methods to slow 
erosion. Instead of turning over 
the soli with a plow after har­
vesting, a mixing tool, such as " 
chisel plow, Is used. This stirs 
the crop stubble Into the soU 
leaving a mulch on lop Instead 
of burying the mulch and leaving 
the soli exposed. 
'•Simple methods llke these can 

cut soli losses by 50 to 75 
percent," the conservationist 
claims. "Besides E'l'oslon con­
trol, there Is less compaction 
giving the crop a better chance 
to grow." 
Because of wet fall weather, 

very little fall plowing was done 
In southeast Iowa. Winter and 
early spring wind erosion should 
he much less than normal. 
"This situation offers a fine 

chance to start reducaled Ullage 
methods," Dewey concludes. 
"Terracing Is stUJ the best 
permanent erosion control, but' 
we have a chance to save over 
a millions tons of soli In 1973 
by simply not plowing everything 
underground ." 

Ray Pilling Is Soil Commissioner 
(ln picture: Ray PUling, left, 

and Rex Troute, Des Moines 
County Soli District Board chair­
man) 
Ray Pllllng ot Mediapolis has 

been named by the Slate Soli 
Conservation committee as dis­
trict commissioner for Des 
Moines County Soli Conservation 
District. He wl11 complete the 
remaining year of o!ttce left 
vacant by the recent death of 
s. s. Barton of Mediapolis. 
Pllllng comes to the ottlce of 

soli district commissioner well 
qualified. A cooperator with the 
district for more than 20 yea1s, 
his farming operation reflects 
much effort 1n erosion control. 
Building terraces and erosion 
control dams helped htm to he 
recognized, along with his father, 
C. E. Pilling, asoutstandlngcon­
servatlonlst In Southeast Iowa 
In 1972. 

As a member of the soli dis­
trict board Pilling will join chair­
man Rex Trout• of Rurllnglon, 
and members Dwl~b.t Stucker of 
New London, Carl Shumaker of 

"/A.... """ ... L .... i'Zu A 4-­

.d. ,-?~ 

Danville and William VIerling of 
Mediapolis In directing soli con­
servation efforts In Des Moines 
county. 
His father C. E. (Jack) PUling 

served as district commissioner 
from 1956 to 1962. 

The Des Moines Coun 

Teachers Camp 

Offers Course 
Nature trail planning, outdoor 

labora!Dry use, field trips, and 
study of man 's management of 
his resources a nd environment 
will be part of the program for 
this year 's Iowa Teachers 
Conservation Camp. 

The 3-week course will be 
offered June 11·29 at Cedar Falls 
and again July 9·27 at 
Burlington. In the past, the 
course has been held at 
Springbrook State Park. 

" By taking the program closer 
ID the home envirorunent of the 
participants , we hope to be of 
more direct help to schools and 
teachers in developing con· 
servation education programs," 
says Camp Director Bernard 
Clausen of Cedar Falls. 

The course, open ID both 
elementary and secondary 
teacbel'8 , offel'8 three hours of 
Wliversity credit. It is jointly 
sponsored by the University of 
Northern Iowa , Iowa Depart. 
ment of Public Instruction, Iowa 
Conservation Commission, and 
Iowa Deparbnent of Soil Con­
servation. 

For more information 
Clausen advises that you write t~ 
him at the University of Nor· 
thern Iowa or contact the Con­
servation Education Committee 
of your local Soil Conservation 
District. 

~ )7,__,"-' 6c '7/A.v-<V 
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(on.~ervation camp 
offered here in July 

Hurl ngton .,.,II he the sren~ of the Iowa 
I <·acht•f11i ( ('nSt·natwn ramp for the fin.t 
timP th .,.·e~n 

I he 3 "el'k murse will hl' offered .June 
U 2'1 at lcdor Fall• and a~am .Julv !127 

At llurlmK(on. In the past the rout"<e has 
be n hetd at Springbrook State Park. 

\~~tun tnul pln1111111g, 'lllldoor lr~/J 
orlllm\ u 1, /lt·lt/ trtp .. ruul HmJ, "' 
m•m" r'"'""'~ "'' "' ol h1' '''\nun·,., 
11111/ t!lllfOIIrllftll rtd/ /11 part fl/ t/11 
(JTO~rnm 

C'lau•en ol Cedar Falls, ramp 
AI<!. Bv takmg the program 
t <' h rr.t· en\ lronment of the 

f nrhclpa • v.e- hone • J ht' of morr dtn•c·t 
he r In 1 hool nntl teat· her 10 developmg 
con c \HI n :i cauon programs. 

Th roc.. O!>en t' both elementary 
nd ero.,da'v ft-arhPrs, offers three hou~ 

of •• mt\'rrsit" nc•dit It is ~pon~ored bv the 
l mver It\' of ~ortht-rn Iowa, Iowa. lle· 
part.n£·nt I Public ln~trurtiun, Iowa 
C n~erv twn ( mmtK wn, end Iowa De. 

t f. 

N arne Pilling to 
c:onservation unit 

Ha~ Pt 1 in~ of \ledtapoli ha• been 
rumt•tl hv th£> Iowa Soil Con~ervauon 

commltf(>f' a~ dH•tnct commis~ioner for 
tht> Ill' s ~1rtnes 
count\ 0 11 c..._n 
~{'rvnta( n ct•~tru·t 

P lmg wtll rom 
plf't£ the remammg 
yrnr of tl)e fltfiu• lett 
va c 11t b} th£> rE.>cent 
cleat h of:-. S Harton 

Still fight 
soil losses 

"We are still m busmess and more de· 
termmed than ever to carry out our mis­
sion to stop ~oil Presion." Soil con­
servation district chairman Rex Troute of 
Burlington made this confirmation in re· 
sponse to many questions in recent weeks 
about the future of the soil conservation 
program m Des ~toines county 

Late tn Oecember, agriculture began 
recl.'iving a series of shock tr~>a t ments as 
the U. Office of Ma nage ment und 
Budget took slashi ng blows at fa rm pro­
grams. The Rural Environmental Assist· 
anre Program !REAP) the cost-sharing 
program to help rural land users apply 
much needed erosion control practices 
was the fi"'t to go . 

"The REAP program has become one 
of our most effective tools in establishing 
the practices that are part of the long· 
ranl!'e conservation plar.s of land owners 
in the district." T route mamtatned 
"Ov r the years a greater part of REAP 
fund• has been applied to such per­
manf'nt practtces as terraci ng and erosion 
control dams 

''RliT land use planning ts t he 
primary job of the district, and we are 
~till very much in business," Chai rman 
Troute declnred. 

"\\e realize that without cost sharing, 
progreso may be a little slower," Troute 
('ontmued , "but the need to conserve nat­
ural re ... ources i!\ as great as ever The 
challenge ol hO\\· to do it becomes more 
complf"x" 

Tht! ronservationist pointed out that 
the planning staff of the Soil Con­
!'ervation ~ervire is prepared to help land 
user« find alternate, and perhaps Jeos ex­
pensive. method~ to control t he1r soli 
los~e~ It i:. still the owner's decision as to 
the action he take!:!. 
"~ow, more than ever before, a good 

job of conservation planning is needed to 
assure the best and most effective use of 
the land." Troute concluded 

Conservation 
camp planned 
for teachers 

Plans are well under way lor the first 
"on·the-road" session of fo, .. ·a Teachers 
Comervation Camp to be held on the 
Burlington htgh school ram pus .July 9-27. 

Sherman Lundv. chatrman ol the Envt · 
ronmental Con.servation Education 
Council lor Des \1omes county, stated 
that area teachers will find this a golden 
opportuntty to sharpen up their teachmg 
of environmental subjects and to learn 
about "outdoor classrooms." 

"lJsmg the outdoor« as a laboratory to 
teach relationsh ips of living t hings and 
their environment is the newest and best 
method," Lundy proclaimed "Teachers 
enrolled m thiS course will be able to de 
velop outdoor clasc.;rooms in their own 
areas after the three week cour e of train­
mg 

Listed as Biology 104g in the l:niveroity 
ol Northern Iowa catalog. the teachers 
camp is offered f1)r three hour~ ol gntdu · 
ate or undergraduate credit 

lht•r thr· pn\ l 23 \f•an ,,,., 2.00() 
/ ou·n tParlu•n hn1 f' ' '"I"' ,,d thn 
on~r~r· u lu le II lUI' nff,•n•d 1r1 t /11· out­
door ~rltln f{ nf \p;wf{llrooJ... "luff• 
Pnrk n l (;u lhrif• (",,,,,,, 

In order .to ·make this trainin~ more 
available to southea~t Iowa teacher~ . this 
vear's session has been moved to Bur 
ltngton. There is room for only 40 teach · 
ers in the class, so chairman Lundy urges 
those who a re interested to promptly con· 
tact Bernard Clauc;en. Director, Iowa 
Teachers Conservation Camp. l"niversity 
of Northern Iowa. Cedar Fall•. Iowa 
50613 for appltcation and enrollment 

"The Burlington area is indeed fortu· 
nate to host thts school " Lundy con­
cluded. " Any persons or groups who w1sh 
to know more about it are urged to con­
tact the Des Moines County Soil C'on · 
se"•ation District rn the Federal Build 
tng 

USDA Soli 
Consenatlon 
Service 

Plans are well underway tor 
the first "on-the-road" session 
of Iowa Teachers Conservation 
Camp to be held on the Burl­
Ington High School campus July 
9 - 27, 19'73. Sherman Lundy, 
chairman or the Environmental 
Conservatton Education Council 
tor Des Moines county, an­
nounced that area teachers will 
ttnd this a golden opportunity to 
sharpen up their teachlng or en­
vironmental subjects and to learn 
about 44 outdoor classrooms." 
"Using the outdoors as a lab­

oratory to teach relattonshtps or 
living things and their environ­
meat Is the newest and best 
method," Lundy proclaims. 
uTeacbers enrolled ln this 
course wUI be able to develop 
outdoor classrooms ln thetr own 
areas alte r the three week course 
of training." 

Listed as Biology 104g ln the 
University of Northern Iowa 
catalog, the teachers camp Is 
offered tor thre• hours or grad­
uate or undergraduate credit. 
over the past 23 years over 
2,000 Iowa teachers have en­
joyed tbls course whUe It was 
offered tn the outdoor setttng or 
Springbrook state Park at Guthrie 
Center. 

In order to make this t raining 
more available to Southeast Iowa 
teachers, tht.s year's session bas 
been moved to Burlington. There 
Is room tor only forty teachers 
in the class, s o chairman Lundy 
urges those who are interested 
to promptly contact Mr. Bernard 
Clausen, Director, Iowa Teach­
ers Conservation Camp, Un­
iversity of Northern Iowa, Cedar 
Falls, Iowa 50613 tor appltcallon 
and enrollment. 

.,The Burlington area ls In­
deed fortunate to host thts 
s chool," Lundy concluded. 11 Any 
persons or groups who wish to 
know more about Jt are urged to 
contact the Des Molnes County 

Soli Conservation dtst rtct In the 
Feder al Building. " 

"/Ju..£'-"--r-- 1~- [,___, 
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Teachers Camp 

In Burl. Area 
Plans are well umler way for 

the first "on-the-road" ,.,.,;lon of 
Iowa Teachers Conservation 
Camp to be held on the 
Burlington HighSchool campus 
July 9-27, 1m. Sherman Lundy, 
charrman of the Environmental 
Conservallon Education Council 
for Des Momes County, an­
nounced that area teachers will 
find tlus a golden opportunity to 
sharpen up their teachmg of 
environmental subjects and to 
learn about "outdoor 
c1assrooms." 

"Uslng the outdoors as a 
laboratory to teach relationships 
of living !lungs and their en­
vironment IS the newest and best 
method," Lundy proclaims. 
"Teachers enrolled in this 
course will be able to develop 
outdoor classrooms m their own 
areas after the three week 
course of traming." 

Listed as Biology 104g in the 
University of Northern Iowa 
catalog, the teachers camp is 
offered lor three hours of 
graduate or undergrad uate 
credit. Over the past 23 years 
over 2000 Iowa teachers have 
enjoyed tlus course while it was 
offered ln the outdoor setting of 
Sprmgbrook Stale Park at 
Guthrie Center 

In order to make tlus traming 
more available to Southeast 
Iowa teachers, this year's 

~ ~~ 6 -·~ Jt«.~---
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Walter B. Eyr e 

Off t he 
c ob 

\IRS HELF.:'\ Gl'STAFSO'\ :\1e­
diapoli broke a lon~-standin~ precedent 
when named the tin;t woman to ever re­
C'Pive the honoran· farmer of the year 
Award trom the :-.iediapolis Community 
:-;,·hool f FA at its annual banquet The 
(;ustafson family had provided an annual 
award ol '100 to the top FFA senior for 
n..11leF:,e e. pen"'e!'oo or to start m fanning or 
"omt" othN buc:.im .• .., .... The award is made 
m mt>mor\· of the late I..oui~ (Luke} Gu~· 
tabun by. ~tf"> Gu tafson and hts chil· 

~~lph De"e\', Des .\lome. county ,;;;! 
con~e-rvattom..,t. al..,o rerel\'ed honoraQ 
rero~mtton lor hi help in the chapter and 

I ~tudrnt soil .. proJrC't" __ _ 
'--t'Ja,..; award:. for the be---t rProrrls \\Pnt 

to RICk 'I odd . fre<hman; Brad Da\'ls , 

:Ut-t. \.t' 4. ,, -13 . ~ 

FFA PARENT -SON BANQUET 
The meeUng was called to order 

by Dave Wagenbach, president 
and the ot.nctal opening ceremony 
was used. John Hays, vice presi­
dent welcomed everyone to the 
banquet. The oUtcers - Dave 
Wagenbach, president; John 
Hays, vice president; Keith 
H6mphW, secretary; Charles 
PUling, reporter; Dave Baker, 
treasurer and steve Mull>hY, 
senUnel gave their parents a 
long stem yellow rose tor all 
their help the past year. Mr. 
HoWPll, chapter advisor also laVE' 
hls wt.te a rose for the work 
she has gtven the chapter the 
past year. 

steve Krieger gave the tn~ 
cation. The FHA girls prepared 
and served a very delicious meal. 
The menu was ham, baked 
potatoes, buttered peas, jello 
salad, dinner rolls and apple or 
cherry pte alamode. Alter the 
meal Dave Wagenbach, toast­
master began the eventnrs pro­
gr am by Introducing Steve 
Murphy, who recognized the 
guests that were pr esent. They 
w~re: Mr . and Mrs. Nels Christ­
e nsen, Mr. and Mrs . James 
Kelly, Mr . and Mrs . Edwin Ban-

GREEN 
MIRACLE WATER 

REFINER 
" The Only Miracle 

You Can 
Rent or Buy" 

Medlapolls, Iowa 394-3850 

steve Mu11Jhy congratulates 
Mrs, Louts Gustafson as the of­
ncers confer the dPgree ot Hono­
rary Chapter Farmer to Mr. 
Ralph Dew•y and lrs. Louis 

wart, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Bak· 
er, Mr. and Mrs. Dean Cowger, 
Mr. and Mrs. Dean Brand, Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Myers, Mr. and 
Mrs. Howard Keltzer, Mr. and 
Mrs. BtU Belknap, Mr. and Mrs. 
BernJe Thle, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 
stover, Mr . and Mf5. WWJam 
Wilson, Mr. and Mrs. Melvin 
Nelson, Mr. and Mrs. Hartzell 
Hillyard, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 
Todd, Mr. and Mrs, Paul Howell, 
Mr. and Mrs . Gordon Htnz, Mr. 
and Mrs, Ralph De'!ey, Mr.iiiid 
Mrs. James Arnold, Mr. and 
~rs. James Garrett, Mrs. 
Naomi Dotson, Mrs. Helen 
GusWson, Mrs. James Howell, 
Daryl Sywasslnk, Floyd Conners, 
Mr. Hale, Don Stover, Steve 
WUson and Randy Nelson. 
Dave Wagenbach then Introduced 

our parl1mentary procedure 
team, Ed Nelson, Doug Cling, 
Br uce Frank, Joe Gerllng and 
Steve Krieger. They gave a 
demonstraUon or five abutties. 
Jon Luttenegger, creed speaker 
gave the otflclal FFA Creed, 
which he gave at contests. 
Charles PUling, reporter pre­
sented Mallory Moore, daughter 
ot Mr. and Mrs. Max Moore as 
FFA Sweetheart. She Is a senior 
and her father Is engaged 1n an 
agricultural occupatlon. John 
Hays was awarded the Pioneer 
award by Mr. Hale. He kept 
records on 5 acres ot Pioneer 
corn and entered them in 
compel!tion. Roger Schulz was 
given the Pride Company award 
for hls prize w!nnlng essay. The 
UUe of the essay was "New 
Tillage and PlanUng Methods and 
their EUect oo Yield." 
Charles Pilling presented a sur-

prise award to Mrs. Naomi Dot­

speech contestants each year. 
She also assisted In the Pride 
essay contest and Judgtng con­
tests. The officers then conferred 
the degree of Honorary Chapter 
Farmers on two peoplP. First 
was Mrs. Helen Gustafson, who ts 
very Interested in agriculture and 
has set up a scholarship fund for 
a senior ag s tudent. Second one 
was Mr, Ralph Dewey for the help 
he has given our chiPter. · · 
JOecerlfilg- and BrUce Frank 

presented the following member 
awards: CharlPs PWtng, home 
improvement; Doug Cling, llve­
stock: productlon - sw1nei Mike 
Oberman, Uvestock productlon -
beef; Roger SChulz, Star Chapter 
Farmeri Jon Luttenegger, star 
Greenhand; Dave Baker, crop 
productlon; Steve Murphy, Star 
agri- business, Keith HemphUJ, 
public speaking and soU and water 
management. 

Mr . Gordon Htnz gave awards 
to the best record book from 
each class. Roger Schulz, senior; 
Doug Cling, Juntor; Brad Davis, 
sophomore and Rick Todd, fresh­
man received the awards. The 
chapter then gave Mr. Hinz an 
FF A paperweight for glvtog or 
his time. 

Featured speaker , Daryl 
Sywasslnk, state president was 
Introduced by John Hays, who 
gave a very interesting speech. 

In conclusion Jlm Pilling and 
Brad Davis gave a slide pre­
sentation of the chapter's Prcr 
gram ot Work. Followtnc, there 
was open house tn the school 
library and agriculture room. 
Past scrapbooks were on dis­
play tor the curious lookers. 
Charles PWtng, reporter 

son for her help given to our ~~,..,.,-.-:-~~..-:..:, 

~L<..,r -?zc,..,..., f"<-L-

Gustafson. (lefl to right) John 
Hays, vtce-presldt>nl; Mr. Ralph 
Dewey, StevE> Murphy, SenUneli 
Mrs. Louts Gustafson, Da~ Ba­
ker, TreasurPr. 
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with just a Uttle assistance trom 
their Den Mother. A menu of 
hot dogs, chips, marshmallows 
and Ding Dongs was consumed. 
The boys then put out the tire 
and gave tt the final safety test 
by placing their hands upon the 
wet ashes to be certain 1t was 
completely out. 

The boys then went indoors to 
make waterproof matches under 
Mrs . Little's supervision and 
lnslrucUCY.I . They discussed 
match and tire safety whlle they 
worked. 

We have decided on Chautauqua 
Park as the place for our planned 
overnight but no date has been 
set yet . 

The meeUng was closed with 
salutes to our American nag, 
the Living Circle and reciting 
the Law of the Pack. 

Den 6 
Cub Scout Den 6 met on AprU 

9 and Jim Abel led the Oag cere­
mony. Danny Schrock furnished 
the treats. Our Den Mother wrote 
thank you notes to the pollee anrl 
ftre stations tor the very lnter­
estlng tours. 

We made gumdrop' 'Easter Bun­
nies'' and also decoratl'd 
rtLeggs" to lookUk('eas tereggs. 
We discussed plans tor our cook­
out that we want to havt on the 
28th of this month and sare hope 
the weather wUl be real ntce and 
warm by then. 

Next week on Tuesday lB the 
swim again. Brad Schnedler wW 
fu r nish the treats on AprU 31. 

WUI the boys who are behln4ln 

r= 
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By 
Bob 

Sogard 

The sod ~onservat ion people are going 
to town hterollv. 

Ralph Dewey s"ays the new role for his 
department ts a 
complt•te turnabout 
and he's delighted. 
"We had been told 
tn the '·!d days !hat 
our JOb is with the 
farmers ' said 
Ralph. '"It still is. 
but we al•o have 
somethmg to offer 
the itie~ and 
to\\'nB" 

Other govern­
mental bodies are 
using the expertise 
servation S(>rvice 

Rnlph DMrP\ 

of the Soil Con-

'-khools benefit from the help of offices 
here and eiRewhere. Biology. ecology, con­
servation and allied subjects get a boost 
from SCS men who serve as resource 
people and who provide materials for out­
door clas~room programs. 

the 

Ag 
bag 
Tt•m·lu•n nnd ndmin;.~tratnr.~ rrlw 

nn• frir>ltd.~ of r()n.w•rt•almn reriprn­
rntP IJr mflkinf{ school l·orrl.~ mort) 
mrart~ of thC'ir I'TU'tronnu•nt. 

The Des Moines county soil con­
servation distrtrt has an agreement with 
the IAAP, to provide technical assistance 
in carrying out the conservation plan for 
the ordinance plant area. 

But the late.! aswciation is a memo­
randum of understanding between the 
soil district and the city of Burlington 
that was approved by the plan commis­
sion Tuesday 

Fred Stouder. director of planning and 
development, said the SC • office will be 
consulted in connection with clearing of a 
2-block area of Maple Hills as part of the 

eighborhood Development Program. 
In the resolution, now subject to city 

council approval, the council acknowl­
edges that the shifting of land use in the 
country from agriculture to urban and 
suburban development has incresed silt 
and sediment problems. It also agrees 
that soils information and interpretations 
prepared oy the 'CS had proved their 
"value and versatility" in the land use 
planning process. 

Remember the clay slime that was 
washed off the freeway corridor onto half 
the downtown streets a couple years ago'! 
Looks like the highway commission 
should have joined those who have asked 
for help. 

The SC:::> office here is helping with an­
other new project this year. For the first 
time since its founding, the Iowa Teach­
ers Conservation Camp will be held in 
southeast Iowa. It will be headquartered 
at Burlington high school July 9-27, after 
an identical course June 11-29 on the 
campus of the University of Northern 
Iowa at Cedar Falls. 

The county's getting into the act, too. 
The conference board in 1971 gave tenta-

tive approval to a plan to begin a stand­
ard soils survey of the county •tarting 
in fiscal 1974, Lee county completed a 
survey in 1972 that took several years to 
accomplish. The IAAP and the district 
contracted for a survey last year. 

Thl' 19th cf>ntun 1\pe of wrn•y 
and thr• .~lfmdard surt1PV of todaY can 
be compared to oprrn .gla.~.~w~ r.~. tlu· 
200-i,.clr u•lf'.~:.ropP on \11. Palomar 

The county unit is reaching out tooth­
er soil conservation districts in Iowa Area 
X VI. too. Des Moines, Henry, Lee and 
Louisa counties have a new working 
a~reement which provides for action as 
one body in cooperative activities. 

The new board is the first to be estab-

lished in Iowa. Dewey <atd. although :\lis­
souri started its program with the in­
stitution of the area college concept in 
that state. 

.Jim Hawkin. of Argyle. Lee county 
repre..li<;entative. is chairman of the new 
coordinating board. "Our d~Rtrirt•, under 
this new agreement. (can) make our seT\·-

ire> more effective in working with re­
gionwide planning and development 
groups," Hawkins said 

Working with him are th"'e other dis­
trict commi~s1oner~: Rex Troute, Bur· 
lington; Dale Waters, l\tt. Pleasant, and 
Virgil Corey of Wapello. 

"This board i empowered by the four 

districts to work with re16onal and county 
planning commissions, and any other 
area-wide groups concerned wtth land use 
and resource planning." Hawkins stated 

!\ow, if the legislature will do some 
funding where the federal go,·ernment 
eopped out. progres; might be made in 
more than a planning outline. 

4 Conserrvatio~ 
IDistri(fS Phun~:~J 
Joint dooH ~ 1 l~ I 

•') 

"This board ts empowerE>d by 
the four districts to work with 
regional and county planning 
commissions, and any otht'r 
areawide groups conl'E>rn<'d w1th 
land use and resourt:P planmng;' 
Hawkins explained ••we feel we 
can be more effective m con­
servation by speakinr as a unit 
lather than as four separate 
agencies , 

Cooperation in conservation of 
so1l resourcPs In souti1Past lou. a I 
took a giant step forw:u d Wr>d- ! 
nesday as four soil cons<.> rv:1t1on : 
districts joined forres to work I 
with planntn~ and dt>velopment I 
groups m Iowa Are-a XVI 

D1strirt CommtsslonPrs from 
Des l\.loinPs, Lt>E", IIPnry and 
LoUlsa Counties JOined in Mt. 
Pleasant to draw up worklnr 
agreement to act as one hody 
In future cooperative ar.tivihes. 

H The rnam desire of our dis­
tricts, under this new ar::n•c­
ment, is to make our scrvirPs 
more effective m working w1th 
regionwide planning and develop­
ment groups", stated Jim Hawk­
Ins, of Argyle. Hawkins was 
selected chairman of thE' new 
coordinating board comprised of 
a district commissioner from 
each of thP four countJes. 
Other repre~enbt1ves includl· 

vice-chaJrman Dale- Walters of 
Mt. Plea...c;;ant. serrf:'tary Rf:'x 
Troute of Burlington aud \"trt..ll 
Core of WaJ!ello. 

The achon of the districts m 
this cooperative venture 1s th<• 
first of its kind in Iowa. Until 
now, the approach to conservation 
\\as strictly wHhin county bound­
anE"s. 

Area conserv.ltiOJll!:>t John 
Eckes of F'aJrfJelrl, re!>ponsihlc 
of soil conservation scrvtcP 
actJvittes in the four county arf'a. 
points out that reaching ;JCross 
county boundanes hkE" this will 
not tend to hrE"ak down the hound­
aries. Instead. he cla1ms, tht• 
work on both sides of the bound­
aries will be strengthent•d 

Hawkins concludE'd that the 
action of the distnct boards IS 
••landmark'' 10 staturE' amJJ,aw•s 
the way for a great future of 1 e ... 
source development. 

' / ... - ~- •• - •• _._._,_,e. 
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Guest columnist this week is 
Ralph E. Dewey, district con· 
servationist, who has a timely 
commentary from his commiHee 
chairman and also a progress re­
port on erosion control work in 
Des Moines county. 

Soil Stewardship Week, being observed 
nationwide from May 27 through June 3, 
pomts out man's place in creation as a 
steward of soil water and other natural re· 
sources, according to soil district chair· 
man Rex Troute of Burlington 

"The theme this year, Changing Chal· 
lenges, is particularly timely as both rural 
and urban land users have battled weath­
er and natural disasters to perform their 
work," Troute proclaimed "The damages 
to the land because of poor stewardship of 
the soil are really evident now." 

Millions of tons of silt from farm fields 
and urban excavations have moved into 
our streams. Man is finding repair andre­
bmlding of land far more costly than pro· 
tection would have been. 

Troute points to the many good soil 
stewards in rural Des Moines county who 
have protected their soil resource with 
soil conserving practices. "These people 
can point with pride to grassed waterways 
that have trapped the silt runoff from re­
cent rains or to terraces that have kept 
the silt from moving to waterways," he 
said_ 

'' lh otm form. and others like it, 
suffered a lot o{ erosion," Troute 
stated, 11But m) ~ilt i~ still on my farm 
- not jOmewhere betrcet>n here and 
the lfississippi delta." 

The conservationist went on to point 
out fields he has seen that will require 
major earth leveling projects before they 
can be farmed again. "A look around 
should make a believer of anyone who has 
not yet become a good soil steward," hE' 
continued 

"And city dwellers suffer as well from 
poor land use," Troute went on. "Mud 
slides and gully problems, streets covered 
with sedtment and basements filled with 
muddy water are •igns of st~wardship 
neglect." 

During Soil Stewardship Week, a time 
for "Changing Challenges", everyone hau 
a chance to review his place in the world. 
He has an opportunity to rededicate 
himself to take better care of that part of 
the environment he occupies. 

"We are only placed here on Earth for a 
few years to tend a bit of land provided 
by the Creator," Troute concludes. "Our 
constant challenge is to make the best of 
it without abusing it." 

Troute has installed parallel tile inlet 
terraces on his farm in Concordia town­
ship, in cooperation with Vine Gehring, 
who had to contend with runoff from the 
Troute place . 

Progress 
report 

At last, erosion control work is prog­
ressing in Des Moines County after nearly 
eight months of wet weather. 

West of Danville, Henry Dockendorff is 
completing a project planned for last au­
tumn as his new tile outlet terraces take 
shape out of the muddy soils. These new 
terraces protect about 40 acres of in­
tensively cropped land, and Dock­
endorfrs only regret ts the loss of soil 

from the field while waiting on the weath­
er. 

Providing tile outlets for the terraces 
meant installing a complete new drainage 
system across the farm . A 12-inch main 
extends across the comer of the Cady 
farm pasture just south of Henry's place 
and provides for additional tile drainage 
for both farms. 

At the upper end of the watershed, the 
tile, muin gives Henry's brother, Alvin 
(Jim) Dockendorff, a better outlet for til­
ing his level, wet fields . In all, about 100 
acres have been improved by the project, 

a ditch ha been eliminated and a pasture 
has been improved. 

Also in the Danville area, a good deal of 
terracing repair has ~One on Newly com­
pleted terraces, such as those on the Rob­
ert Dodds farm, .took the worst beating. 
But even these required only minor re­
pairs to make them ready to crop . 

Carl Shumaker discovered that his old­
er terraces, designed for two inches of 
runoff from a rain, were not quite up to 
holding six and eight-inch rainfalls. How­
ever, his newer terraces weathered the 
storm well. 
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In general, conservation technicians are 
pointing to tile outlet terraces as having 
saved many severe erosion situations this 
year. 

A lot of minor damage was su•tqined 
across the county as terraces overtoppe 
But in most cases, farmers were able to 
repair breakth roughs with thetr own 
loaders and put the fields back in shape. 
A look around at non-terraced slopes con· 
vinced them of the soil saving value of 
terraces. 

In spite of the dropping of the federal 
cost baring program for erosion control 
practices, the local soil conservation serv­
ice office has had a steady demand for 
layout of erosion control practices. Even 
at full cost to them elves, many farmers 
are feeling it is worth the expense of pro­
tecting the land 

Soil Conservation District chatrman 
Hex Troute assures that, "We are still 
very much in business to help the public 
with conservation and land u•e prob­
lems." 



Erosion Control 
Work Underway 

At last, erosion contr·ol work 
Is progressing In Des Moines 
County alter nearly eight months 
of wet weather. 

West otoanvllie, Henry Docken­
dorf! Is completing a project 
planned lor last autumn as his 
new tue outlet terraces take 
shape out ot the muddy soils. 
These new terraces protect about 
forty acres oflntenslvely cropped 
land, and Dockendortr s only r e­
gret Is the loss of soU from the 
field while waltlng on the weather. 

Provl6lng tile outlets for the 
terraces meant Installing a com­
plete new drainage system across 
the farm. A twelve Inch maln 
extends across the corner of the 
Cady farm ·pasture just south of 
Henry's place and provides lor 
addll lonal tile drainage tor both 
farms. 

At the upper end of the water­
shed, the tile maln gives Henry's 
brother Alvln (Jlm) Dockendorff 
a better outlet tor tiling his level, 
wet fields. In all, about 100 ocres 
have been Improved by the pro­
ject, a dltch has been elim inated 
and a pasture has been improved. 

.\!so ln the Danvllie ar ea, a 
good deal of terracing r epalrhas 
gone on. Newly completed terra­
ces, such as those on the Robert 
Dodds farm, took the worst beat­
Ing. But even these required only 
mlnor repairs to make them 
ready to crop. 
Carl Shumaker discovered that 

his older terraces, designed tor 
two inches of runoff !rom a rain, 
were not <fulte up to holdlng six 
and eight lnch rainfalls . However, 
Ms newer terr aces weathered the 
storm well. 
John seymour Is completing a 

small terrace as part of a mutual 
erosion control system with Bob 
Dodds and Roy Wagner. The new 
tue llne across the Wagner farm 
carried much of the runoff water 
from the terraced land that would 
have deposited tons of silt, had 
the terraces not been there. 
These projects are all a part 

of the e rosion control effort to 
protect Geode Lake from fur­
ther sedimentation. They prob­
ably saved a thousand tons of 
soU trom heading to the lake 
this spring. 

Ray Pllilng of Mediapolis has 
added to the terraces on the 
"Jack" Pilling farm recently. 
A new set of tUe outlet terraces 
now protects a problem slope 

behind his build ings . This brlngs 
to near completion the erosion 
control work on his farm. 

On the farm where Roland and 
Edna Bush live, west of Sperry, 
farmed by Neal Wolfe, repairs 
from damages of storms a year 
ago have recently been com­
pleted. An old concrete dam had 
washed out alongside the farm­
pond and erosfon threatened to 
wash ihe pond away. With help 
from the soU conservatlon dis­
trict, a plan was made to divert 
surface water away from the pond 
ln a grass waterway leading safe­
ly to a pasture. 

A new pipe outlet was added to 
the pond to provide added pro­
tection, and a mutual tile outle t, 
helping drain the 'neighboring 
Kenneth Cook, Jr. farm will pro­
vide a more stable pond water 
supply. 

In general, conservation tech­
nicians are polntlng to tile out­
let terraces as having saved many 
severe erosion sltuatlons this 
year. District conservationist 
Ralph Dewey polnts out that a 
lot of mtnor damage was sus­
tained across the county as ter­
races overtopped, But In most 
cases, farmers were able to re­
pair br eakthroughs with their own 
loaders and put the fields back 
ln shape. A look around at non­
terraced slopes convinced them 
of the soil savlng value of ter­
races. 

ln spite of the dropping of the 
federal cost sharlng program for 
e rosion control practices, the lo­
cal soU conservation service of­
flee has had a steady demand for 
layout ot erosion control 
practices. Even at full cost to 
themselves, many farmers are 
fe eUng It Is worth the expense 
of protecting the land. 
SoU Conservation District 

chairman Rex Troute assures 
that, "We are stlll very much 
ln business to help the pub!Jc 
with conservation and land use 
problems." 
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Berg to receive 
top USDA award 

A native of Burlington, orman A. 
Berg, will receive the highest citation of 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture in 
ceremonies Tuesday 
morning on the 
Wa hington Monu­
ment grounds. 

Berg, associate 
administrator of the 
Soil Conservation 
'ervice, is one of 

eight persons and 
two units to receive 
the Distinguished 
Service Award from 
Agriculture Secre-
tary Earl Butz at the \ ormun 

department's 27th annual honor awards 
ceremony. 

Gen. Alexander M. Haig, .Jr., vice chief 
of staff, United States Army, will be 
gu~st speaker at the ceremony. General 
Hatg ts temporarily heading the Presi­
dent 's administrative taff at the White 
House. 

Superior Service awards, the U 'DA 's 
second highest honor, will be presented to 
79 employes and ll departmental units. 

The award to be presented to Berg 

states: "For eminent leader hip and crea­
tivity in helping mold cooperative pro­
grams to meet a wide variety of environ­
mental need ' resulting in significant Im­
provement in America's land and water 
resources.'' 

As associate admmistrator, Berg has 
helped SCS and USDA to carry out their 
asstgn~ents and has become a leading 
authonty on land use policy, sediment 
control, and other aspects of environmen­
tal improvement. 

Berg began his 'C career in Idaho in 
1943, rising to area conservationist. In 
1956 he became assistant state con­
servationist in South Dakota. Four years 
later he was named an assi tant to the 
admtmstrator and directed the Great 
Plams conservation program along with 
other assignments. 

He became deputy administrator for 
field servtce in 1956 and took his present 
post in 1969. 

He received a BS degree in agricultural 
educatton from the Untversity of Min­
nesota and a ma ter's degree in public 
administration from Harvard university 
He served with the U.S Marine Corps 
from September of 1943 to May of 1946. 
He ltves tn Severna Park, Md. 

~ - .. "' 'W ...... 
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Stress Soil 
Stewardship 

Soli Stewardship week, being 
observed nallonwlde from May 
27 through June 3, points out 
Man's place ln Creation as a 
steward of soU, water and other 
natural resources, accord.tng to 
soU dtstrtcl chairman Rex Troute 
of Burlington . 
''The th("me lhls year, CHANG­

ING CHALLENGES Is particular­
ly timely as both rural and urban 
lnnd users have battled weather 
and natural disasters to perform 
their work," Troute proclaimed. 
"The damages to the land be­
causE" of poor stewardsh.tp of the 
son are really evident now!' 

Millions of tons ot slit from 
farm fields and urban ex< avaUons 
have moved tnto our streams. 
Man Is tlndlng repair and re­
building of land tar more costly 
than protecUon would have been. 
Troute points to the many good 

soU stewards in rural Des Molnes 
county who have protected their 
soU resource wtth soil conser­
ving pracUces. "ThPse people 

can point with pr:de to ~rrassed 
waterways that have trapped the 
sUt runoft from recent ralns or 
to terraces that have kept the 
silt from movtng to waterways,'' 
he said. 

"My own farm, and others llke 
tt, suffered a lot of erosion," 
Troutr stated, ''But my sllt ts 
still on my farm - not some­
where between here and the ~lls­
slsslppl delta." 

The conservationist went on to 
point out tlelds he has seen that 
wUI require major earth level­
ling projects before they can be 
farmed again . "A look around 
should make a believer of any­
one who has not yet become a 
good soU steward_'' he contin­
ued. 
,. And city dweUPrs sutter as 

well rrorr poor land use," Troute 
went on. " 1ud slides and cullY 
problems, streets cowred with 
sediment nnd t asements tUied 
wlth muddy water ar. sllfOS of 
stewardship neglect." 

During Soli Stewardship Week, 
a time tor "Chanlflnlf Challen­
res", e,.: r)·one ha a chance to 
review Ms placP In the world. 
He ha an opportunity to re­
dedlc te himself to ta better 
care of that part of the environ­
ment h oc-cupies. 
"we are only pillced here on 

Earth tor a few ears to tend a 
tit of land provided by e crea­
tor." Trout concludes. '•OUr 
constant chall nge ts to make 
the st ot It without abusing 
II.'' 

Terraced land 
Halts Erosion 

At last eros1on control work lS 
progressong on Des Moones 
County after nearly eight 
months of wet weather 

West of Danvolle. Henry 
Dockendorff os complebng a 
proJecl planned lor las! autumn 
as Ius new lile oullet terraces 
take shape out ol the muddy 
sools These new terraces protecl 
about forty acres of ontensovely 
cropped land. and Dockendorffs 
only regret is the loss of sou 
from the loeld wlule waoting on 
the weather 

Prov1dJng tue ouUets lor the 
terraces meant lnstalhng a 
complete new draonage system 
across the farm A twelve onch 
maon extends across the corner 
ol the Cady farm pasture JUS! 
south of Henry's place and 

provodes lor addotoonal tile 
draonage lor both farms 

At the upper end of the 
watershed. the ti le main gives 
Henry's brother Alvin (Jiml 
Dockendorff a better ouUet lor 
b~ng Ius level, wet llelds In all, 
about 100 acres have been om­
proved by the project, a d1tch 
has been eliminated and a 
pasture has been unproved 

Also in the Danville area, a 
good deal of terracing repair has 
gone on . Newly completed 
terraces, such as those on the 
Robert Dodds farm. took the 
wor5t beabng But even these 
requored only minor repa1rs to 
make them ready to crop 

Carl Shumaker doscovered 
that his older terraces. designed 
lor two onches ol runoff from a 
rain. were not quile up to holdong 
SlX and eight mch rainfalls 
However his newer terraces 
weathered the storm "ell 

John ymour os complebng a 
small terrace as part of a mutual 
erosion control system w1th Bob 
Dodds and Roy Wagner The 
new ble line across the 
Wagner farm carried much ol 
the runoff water from the 
terraced land that would have 
deposited tons of silt had the 
terraces not been there. 

These proJeCts are all a part ol 
the erosion control etforl to 
prolect Geode Lake from further 
sedimenla bon They probably 
saved a thousand tons of soil 
from heading to the lake thiS 
")lrlng 

In general, conservation 
t.echnocians are pomting to tile 

Uet terraces as bavmg saved 
many severe ero&oon situations 
thos year Ooslnct coo· 
.ervat10rust Ralph Dewey pomts 

t that a lot of m100r damage 
was susla.lned across the county 

terraces overtopped_ But 10 

most cases Ianners .. ere able 
to repall" breakthroughs .,,th 
!hell" own loader< and put the 
fields back 10 shape A led 
around at non-terraced slopes 
connoced them of the soil 
sanog value of terraces 

ln spite of the dropping of the 
federal coot shar ing P'"OIP"am for 
..-osoon control practices, the 
local soli conserva tion service 
<thee bas had a s teady demand 
for layout ol eroolon control 
practices Even at lull coot to 
themselves, many farm ers are 
feeling it is worth the expense ol 
protecting the land 

Soil Conservation Dostrict 
chaorman Rex Troute assures 
that, "We are still very much in 
business to help the public with 
conservation and land use 
problems'" 
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Hemphill i winner 
\IEDIAPOL.I" Keith Hempholl. a 

enior at \ledoapol" Hi~h 'chool , Yo a de· 
clared wmner uf the 19<3 . oil C'on· 
"'~n:atlon peech conte~t co-spon. red by 
the De ~1oines County Soil Con..,ervauon 
Di!"trict and c;nnnell \tutual Reant~U· 

ranre Co. 
Hemphill pre,ented ho. talk entitled 

" LonK Ran~e Community Benefit!'. from 
Proper Land \lana~em~nt'" before the 
"oil district commi~~•oner-. lao;;t week 
C'ommi-. ... ioners ~Aere impre-.'-ed with the 
~>oundne ~ of the reac:onin~~t Hemphill 
pre~ented m hi" ca"e for propPr land u e 

Hemphill ha won pre,·iou!' awards tn 

FFA speech conte~t"' and I!' acti\'e in 
many hi~h chool actl\'ltie!<.. He jco the son 
of \lr and ;\lr George Hemphill Yoho 
Jive in the Latty community , Burlington 
Rt 1 

").l...........t ""-r- (.. I 3 - 7..:1 

RAI PH E. DEWEY, district con 
serv~tioni~t for the oil Conservat~on 
~e_n.·tce m Burlinl{ton, has received a cer· 
tlhrate of merit from the fiervice for th~ 
t>xre~tlonal manner in which he carried 
out ht re,.pon~ibilities. 

Winner Of Speech Contest 

Keith HemphUI, a senior aiMed­
lapolls High School was declared 

t !he 1973 Soil Conser­
vat on peeeb Coolest co-span­
so red b~ the Des 1olnes County 
SoU Conservation District and 
Grhmell 1utual Reinsurance 
Company. 

The youthful student vresented 
his talk entitled "Long Range 
Community ~netltstrom Proper 
Land Management" before the 

soli district commlaslooero 
Wednesd 1 evenln(. Commls­
stoners were tmpre ed wtth the 
soundness of the reas<onlnc 
Hemphill presented In his case 
tor propor land use. 

Hemphill has won previous :.­
wards In F'F A speech contests 
and Is acllv• In many highschool 
actlvtdes. He Is t ~ o o! lr. 
IIJld Irs. George Hemphill who 
live In the Latty community. 

( ~ TJ 



Conservationist Honored 

Ralph E. Dewey, (at lett 1n 
picture), District Conservation­
Ist tor the SollConservatlonSer­
vlc• at Burlington has been a­
warded a cortl!lcate or Merit 
by his supervisor , John J. Eckes 
ot Fairfield .. This award Is pre­
,,ented to SCS employees who 
cacry out their job responslbU­
itlfls ln an exceptional manne r. 
Since July or 1969, Dewey has 

1st In the Burlington tle ld ortlce. 
This office provides technical as­
sis tance to al l landowners and 
units or government in Des 
Moines County through the soU 
conservation dish lei. 

served as dlstrtct conservation-

The conservation starr In !he 
Bur lington otrlce Includes Win­
s ton C Cooper, son con­
servationist, Oren F. Champ, 
soli conservation technician and 
\ 1 rs. Dorothy D:IVIs, State clerk. 

R U PII ~ Ol \\ E\. right, di,trirt 

"'"~t·n .. twn .... t lor thr oil ( nn­
'i·natinr. rn itt'. rt'Tt'l\{'~ J trrtifi­

t .lit· nl mt·nt I rom hi, 'upen j,or. 
Juhn I. l,k.., nf I airforld. I hr a 11 arrl. 

prr-l'Otrd at a mo·rtong tarlorr thh 

mnnth. i' ~i" n to ( tmplo~r' llho 

<arn out th<·ir JOb rr-pon-obilitoe' in 

"an nHptumal manntr., inrr Juh 

uf 196Q, fl<·llr> ha, 'tnrd a' ro~. 
'"r.latooni't in the Burlington field 

ulfut IIi, offi<e 'tall ondude, \\ in· 

"'ton ( ( ouprr, 'nil ron-.enationi,t. 

Oren I. ( hamp. 'ool I'On,tnation 
to·, hnu ian. and \Jr,. llorothl ))., i-. 
'tate derk. 
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Ralph Dewey , 518 Ruthella 
area conserva tionist , wa~ 
honored at a ceremony held at 
Camp L-Kee-Ta when the new 
nature tra tl wa~ named "The 
Dewey Nature Trail " Mr. 
Dewey helped traln the camp 
starfin nature awareness A sign 
WJ th his name will hang near the 
entrance to the traU which he 
helped to lay out. 

LC'..c. m .... J;-'- t -;(.~ 
..;>-~ '*· ........ -~-::;._, 
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Conservation 
scholarships 

Individual schnlnT'hop< have been 
8\\'&rded by co0j) conservation dtMncts of 
Carroll Henrv. Lee, Hamolton. and Hen · 
derson rounttes, the De: \1otne' lzaak 
Walton League and the Iowa chapter ot 
the ~oil Con~oervatton Societv ol America 

Contributionco. helping to. finanr£> th~ 
l'"'"ion hav(" hN>n received frnm Envt 

ronmental and Pollutoon Control council 
Hurlon~ on Hogh School Ecologv dub: 
Long Creek Con~ervation rlub, Hur 
hngton Kawams club, and sotl con· 
sen:ation dh;trJCI!o. or ~uc;catine , Louic;a, 
De" ;\1oines and Appanoo,.,e countte!=l. 

----------------------------------, 

By 
Bob 

Sogard 

Cost-sharing funds for conservation 
practices have been allorated to Iowa 
counties. but amount~ are small com· 
pared woth the REAP benefit.< conferred 
m past years 

The tate Soil Conservation Depart · 
men! ha. provided nearly • I 5 moll ion, to 
be used to finanre permanent soil con 
servatoon praetor.- on a 50-50 cost shar 
ing basis. The allocations range from 
, 7.000 to 24,000 for each county ,;oil con· 
!'iervation district 

Guess where De: Moin~?s countv ranks . 
That's right, . 7,000 worth Rex .Troute, 
chairman of the district , said this countv 
is small in area and this accounts for the 
low fi~ure 

Troute said the county committee now 
can accept requests from distrirt rox1pera· 
tor- for funds for practices surh as ter­
race~. waterways , divers1ons. erosion con­
trol dams and tree plantin~~. amon~ 
other-. Room 21 of the Federal Ruildin~ 
" the place to rheck for details . 

Lee county gets .. 11 ,100, Louisa 7.000, 
Henry .. 10,900, Jefferson, . 11.500. \'an 
Ruren 11 ,100 and Washington . 15,100. 

Troute said the district is particularly 
onterested on establishing erosion control 
on the watersheds above Geode LHke and 
the proposed Franklin Town hip Lake 
However, u~e of the 'COS .-;ha re monev 
won't be re~tricted to the~e area c. -

When the 19il Iowa Legislature pas ed 
the con<ervancy district Ia" the fin;t on 
the nation, lrfl{i lato~ were counung on 
federal funds to help undemTlte the pro­
~ram. 

loun 11r1 'uppo Ni to grt ""l. .) mrl· 

Named Area 
Conservationist 

Eldon C Weber of Mason City 
has been promoted to th~ area 
conservationist position with thE"' 
U.S. SoU Conserv•llon Service at 
F a1rtleld, State Conservationist 
Wilson T. Moon has announced. 
Weber wtll direct acllvlttes of 

a 17 county area in southeast 
Iowa Including Des Moines, Hen­
ry, Lee, J.outsa and Van Buren. 

the 1 
I 

Ag 
bag 

lwn urtdt·r tlrr· Rural t m ~romnr·flllll 
'''iumu·f· Jlrogrflm , but la\1 IJN t·m · 

IH·r Pn•.\lrlf·TII \1 Hill 1mpounfi1·d 
Ill II' {umll. 

A form owner, under the con~ervancv 
law, can be requored to install permanent 
~oil and water conservation practkt.>s if a 
romplamt is filed and soil Jews exceeds 
specified limits. 

The hooker is that funds totaling 75 per 
rent of the cost. must be available before 
the farmer has to install the necessary 
practices. And onlv $75.000 has been set 
a<ide bv the legi<lature for the 75 per cent 
prof(ram An additional 90,000 has been 
earmarked for workong with the State 
Conservation Commi sion to help pre ­
,·ent soil erosion around Iowa lake 

\1eanwhile , both hou<es of C'ongre" 
are considerin~ versions of a federal land 
use policy boll which would provide fund~ 
pronripally to those states that aren't 
pu•hing conversation policies like Iowa 's. 
A com promi<e bill is expected to be 
passed this fall. 

So there may be a sucre>'or to RRAP 

Camp L-Kee-Ta 

Thank You 
Dinner Held 
A progresstv dlnn r was held 

at Camp L-Kee-Ta to show ap­
preciation to the many neighbors 
and volunteer helpers tor th is 
camping season. The girls them­
selves prepared and served the 
entlre meal. Invited guests and 
their tamUtes had all given en­
couragement and support to the 
camp stalt and camping program. 

Following the dlnner, a cere­
mony was held naming the new 

ature TraU at L-Kee-Ta -·The 
Dew€'y Nature Trail''. Mr. Ralph 
Dewey, area ConservaUontst, 
helped train the camp staff In 
Nature Awareness. He stressed 
the discovery and use of various 



First-ever pact links 
city, SCS in land use 

Tht> rH\ ,f Burlington and the oal Con· 
!lt"n&tton St>rvare !Hitned an a~reemf'nt 
Wedn day mght to cooperatt in "~llVlnR ml 
and ~tahhshmll!' pwper lnnd ust pl&n!l. 

"\\ 1: arc a pubhc a~t-nc·y that ha"" been 
rvms: JU<;t a "('l(ment of our population 

prmr1palh. tarmf'n; and thi doe.._n·t make 
ton P v.h<-n then· ttre other citizens and pubhc 

boJie"' that need our en. ice,' ~a1d Ralph De 
v.:tv da tnct cnnsrrvatmni t. 

Ru I'routt•. rhaarman of the Des \1oines 
count) .sml cono;;ervatlon di .... tnct c;aad: "It may 
be him\. lOg our own hnm but I fE'PI wt do have 
valuahlf' mf<•nn&tl(ln tN you ·· 

.\1a\or Wayne Hogber~r. signin~ for the city, 
a~rrt>td "\\'f.> hould ha\e taken advantage of 
vour mformation murh 'ooner I fttl it'!li a 
C'f)mmllmt'nt v.e hould hB\'e madt ton, &fit':J. 

You haH a valuablt a!l-<~f't we hould u .. e." 
.John .John~n. r1ty comprehen<~l\'e planner, 

a1d · Wt hope to mimmi1e thP etfect~ of t:ro­
lnn, e~ptrlally on roadc: and cono.;trurtioh 
lit> . and "'f't the help o( the r office on long 
ran~e land u f' planning." 

fhe :rs unce was prohtbited from makm~ 
mutual a o;;l tance pact<~ with local "'o"ern· 
ment . but that ~tancl' ha changed cnm­
plt>tt'lv in rt.•nnt \'t'Br.o. The accord \\'ith the 
rttv 1 on(' ol tht> fiMOt betv.t'en an SCS offtce 
nnd an lowu commumty 

Something learned 
\lavnr \\'a\ne Ho~befJ wa a little late ar 

fl\'tnlt at tht> Sml ( ·nnst'rvation Strvire office in 
tht> ft>dfral buildin~ Wedne-.dav night. He wa~ 
the-rt' to ~~ an ngrt"t'ment betwH"n thl' city 
and tht' count\· <"nmmllte-e on re~urce con­
e-rvatlon m 1dt the citv limit 

10 Thf" door v. a" locktd and I had to go 
throuJ:h the bac·l< nt tht post offire to get up 
ht>rt'.' aad thto mayor Ht> wa n't aware that 
then rth front e-ntrana off \1ain ~Uet.'t •~ kept 
''Pt'n at mght tl'- provtde accr to otlkes abo,·e 
thl' po.c;t nffict" 

The rna' 1r as o letrer cttrr1er, but he work.: 
the da\. h1tt 

Shot in the lip 
DE \10l~E · Formtr K..,..uqua ~·· 

dent tanley Harker n. -.uffered a hp v.ound 
wht"n he v.a hot dunng an attempted holdup 
m a garaJt:t at h1'" D \1 mnt"'" homt about 
p m Tue--.d&\ 

The distnct agreed to prov1de technical And 
clencal help in preparation of soil and water 
resourc!' plan to mterpret oil survey!'o and 
pomt out prospective •oil and water problem.., 
that may re~ult from proposed land u~e 
chan~eq 

The city pled~ed . ound land U!'e manaf(e 
ment, to refer development plans to the dis­
trict and adopt di!'otrict recommendations that 
are acceptable to the city council and pion 
comm1 s&on 

After the s1gni n~ot Wilham Vie rling of the 
conservation committee a~ked Ho~berg about 
tht" city' positiOn on zoning a~ tar as two miles 
from the city, a prero~roti\·e of Burhngton un . 
derthe law. 

" We are domg nothinJt in thi" respect," Ho~· 
berg stated " \Ve prefer that the county take 
care of that problem." 

Johnson added that his office is looking at 
current land usage as it affects the city and 
checking with the county on whAt it plans to 
do regarding individual cases withm the two· 
mile limit 
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MEIJIAPOLIS NEW ERA 

Conservation 
post fillt·d 
DF'i \101. "F'i EhlnP ('. \\ l'l>t•r nl 

\.1a ... nn C tl\ hrt.., lwen promoted tfl th<• 
art•a (·on ... t'f\11110111..,1 fJUstttnn ,\tth rht· 
l ~ Soil Cnn-.rr\ nt 10n St·n ll't' ut Fmr 
lac1d 'tatt' (on f'r\lliH'nl't \\·llson ·1 

\lnon .umnum·ect 
\\' rllt'r \\all dtrt•rt H'll\ ttl' ol 1 

17 count\ ctrt.>u tn ~~·uthrn.,t lo\\'R, 111 

( lndmg n ........ \tr lrlt'... lh·nn l.rt> l.nmsa 
,and \ m Hnrf;'n 

\\t•ht•r lll'J!ttn ht~ t8.l't'r In !-\C!'-' R fl Oh 

111St'r'\111inm ... l in I p:\l.ir ... an 19.")i' lnlln" 
111~ h t<·)!rt•r 10 agru uh Jral t•fhH nt on 
!rom Jm,n '-'latt• Unl\'t'l"'itv .\llt>r l\\1 

~ars (II nulat H\' "'lf\irf· ht> Iran lt>rrt·d tr 
~1oux Cit\ "ta·n· hr \\orkt'd on \\Uter"h' ct 
(lrPtf'll"' m tht· l.tttlt' "''ou. H.in·r Hn..;u\ 
Ht' a), .... t rvrd A"\\ nodh11n· dio;;trirt ron 

"'t'r\lllwm-.1 In liJfl~J lw \\'a-. prnm,•tt·rl to 
\1 I"Pll (~It m L n rrv tllflnl"t fur i~ 
t« unt f' 111 nnr1 hf"~ I IN\0 Hf rc ·piH•d 

m out..,tnncllll)! 1 t>rlorrnnn<t· n"arct frr•m 
...... ( la'-l \f'HT 

\\ t'hPr "'lH c t•('ds .)ohr' Ec·ke-. lnrnlt'r 

trt·A ,nn-.(•r\ tlltiOI"t fr•un fa1rfH·Irl \\hi' 
.., PI tt·nchn~ J!ftlfiURit "I ud\ program ·I 

, .. ,, ~( '" a1 ht' l nin·r .. lt\ "r \J,,ntana 
Ft. kt.·' hct"- (;t·n t-d ntl rl\ II\ 1 \t'8f' In I h.H 
,)4, ... 1t10f\ 
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Ot>5 \ tome polict" Mad Barker wa" acC'O!'-ted 
b~ tv.o armtd mtn 1n the KRraJ!e. v.ho de 
mandNI mone\· Wht>n Barkt-r h~11nf'd ovt>r to 
p1ck up a packasre nnt' of the men hot h1m 
and th•n th paor fled 

FFA Soil Judges Are 
District Champions 

T /D-'3-7" 
The tour members of the champ­
Ion ledlapolls FF A soli Judging 
team are from lett: Rick Todd, 
Jon Luttenegger, Kirk Siegle and 

Kell y Baker. Tbe team was In 
compellllon llh eight othe r 
Southeast Iowa schools. Ranldng 
In the top ten Individuals and 
receiving plaque were Kelly 
Baker 1st, Kirk Siegle 2nd, and 
R lck Todd, 4th. 

Diverted Acres 
May Bring 
Big Soil loss 
SoU dlslr1cl chairman Rex 

Troute or Burltncton anno\Dices 
that as much as 16,000 tons of 
soU may be washed away from 
Des Moines county croplanl In 
1974 because of the release of 
diverted acres from lbe teed 
grain program. 
" ll these acres conttnue to be 

plowed" In 1975," Troule stated, 
uwe can expect an added 38,000 
tons o! soU to be washed toward 
the Mississippi." 

In expression of concern over 
the cropping of the acreage re­
sene program, dlslrtcl com­
missioners In soutbeasl IoWa 
have asked tor an ln'fenlory ot 
planned use ot this land. SoU 
Conservation Sernce technicians 
Winston Cooper and Oren Champ 
have renewed many acres of lbe 
county to estimate possible soU 
losses. 

"We lind tn our sampling that 
about 62 percent of the sample 
area wUI be plowed tor row crops 
next year," Cooper explained. 
"Assumtnc soU losses from nor­
mal croppllli pra.cllees, a little 
more than 2,000 newly plowed 
acres will lose 5.3 tons per a.cre 
In 1974, and 15.9 tons per acre 
ln 19'15." 

Conservationist are aware that 
demands tor Increased pro· 
ducllon are temptlnc farmers to 
plow up O'fery square Inch of 
land, and tbey are creaUy con­
cerned. 

"Much ot the land thai ha.s been 
diverted Is erosl•e and less pro­
ductive than the acres already 
uoder cultivation," according to 
district eonservattnnlal Ralph 
Dewey ot Burltncton. "In the lace 
of shortages In !ertilher and 
tarm gasoUne, II hardly seems 
wise to try to crop any but the 
best acres lhla year." 

Some of the dl'ferled land Is 
already taU plcrwed , a practice 
calculated to brtnr about tbe 
most erosion. The local soU con­
servation oUice sURests lbe use 
of conservation tmaca In pro­
tect lbese erosive a.cres to trY 
lo reduce soU losses. 

SoU conservationist Cooper 
potnls out that minimum twoca 
pracllces can reduee losaes aa 
much as 80 percent. "lt costs 
two dollars a ton to remove sUI 
from the rt•er ," Cooper eon­
eludes. "Can lbe taxes from a 
UIUe addlllonal crop Po.Y such a 
bW?" 



• More cropping threatens erOSIOn 
1 d tnct chauman Rex Troute- Rur 

hnvton t1matf> that a mu«:h a • ..., tons 
of 11 rna bl' will h('d awa} fn m De 
c "UUlh cr• pland in 9 .. 4 hN&Wf' o hf" rt>lt:. t 

of rl Hrttd I( re11 fmm t~E' f ed £~"Bin pr• jlram 
H the acrt-!1 t.:DniiOU(' .... le Q)mAM an 

1975 'T route- uurd 'v..P can f' J*Ct ~ 1dd ri 

~ 000 ll ni '(•I ~I to hf' Y.li hf'd IO'o\Rrd thP 
I 1pp1 
lnnpr 10n (roncrrn(l\Utheulpp•nJ:of 

thr crl' ~P rtfofl"\t' prOJ'r&m dt tnct ('Ommts 
aont an w •thea t lo\\a h&\t ft"ktrl for 11n m 

u•nton nl plannt"C u f' nf th1s )and S<JI) ('on 
ott natlt•n Stn.IC't" techn•nan Wm'"'tnn Cnupt·r 
10(1 Ou·n Champ han• rt\'IE'v.rd mAm Ot'rt"A ol 
thP count\: tJ t1mah• JXl!l"lhle ~ml 1 I ht 
rr\H v.. ook htad to Sn1l and \\'atN f'c)n 
t~ tl n \\'t>tk 0 I 14 

'\\ r tmd In our Mmpltn~ that a~ ut f12 per 
rertt o thf" Mmplf' art-a wtJI ht pll"l\\td for rov. 
C'mp; O("'ll yt ar • rooPf'r nplalntd A urn 
n~ 11 E' 'r• m normal unppmjl!' practtct> , 

a It tt~ mnrf' than l.OOO n \ h plo"' 00 8('Tn 

"It e5 ton s)f'rpcrelnl'l'TI onrll6~WM 
~r arre m 117.e; ' 

( onlf'fl niH'"' '' nn nu nrt thrrl dr•· 
mund far 1nrrf>tJH d prrulurrwn an 
tr·mpltn~ (tJrml rs to plrm up 1 11 n 111U11n 

1nrh nl lnnd. and th•' an• l(rt'rJth rtm· 
n·rm d 

er liSI\f' an I productl\f' than rhe a r~ a) 
rf'8d) undrr c Jlti\AlJon 'acc rdm,:: r • d1 Jrtt. 
ron~l'\at n Ralph Df''"f'\ ol Rurhngtnn 
'Jn tht! fact of horta,:::N m fert1hzr" and farm 

tnso)m(• It hardl) l;'t>m ""''n> lo tn t r Jl 
1nv but thf ~~ dL -es th H•ar 

So)mf' f th(' di\E"rtt'd lond alrt>~dy tnll 
plnY.l"<i. a pr<IC't•cE" c tlt.uiRted f., hnnll ahout 
l ht' mm1 err, 100 ThC' local n "at on 

If& e u~~f'-.ll thr c f ron N'\ 

phltf'Ct thf'"f' f'ro..c:J\f 8CJ'e' t U) t 

I• 

Local 'UFO': Deer, lightning or mower? 
Two naturahli who uammed c1rcular pot 

m a t nanJt:lt pattern m a cleann~ in .\1ud 
f"rH"k Reueau•mal area about 1s. m1les .outh 
ot New London found nothinR unnatural about 
thf'm Bturday 

An area r idt"nt had told four touriqt lo<ot 
wf" k I hat the pot wt"re unexplained a nd hin· 
ted tht"y mll(ht ha,•e bten madt' hy llniden 
ttfif'd Flvang Object . 

Most likelv rea on for the bare 11pot , sava 
Ralph OE'w~y. dist r ict conservationist with 
the Soil Con!'crvation Service of the US Dept 
of AJt:raculture, 110 that th in to~oil in the clear· 
lllft croc1ed from tht Alopint[ surface, exp<>"ml( 
mlrrtilf'IIUbiOil. 

F r IC'n could hAve occurred, Addf'd Sht"r· 
mAn I.undv. h1olo!CY teacher and goolog1"t. af· 
lf'r a dt"t'r Clrclt"d about, packing down plant 
wh1ch normallv hc,ld the ~il "'That circular 
pat! em f pa~ked ,ra. !0 allowed the rem to 
wa h ewav thr top"M>il," Lundy said 

1 und' pointRd out there were hoofprmb on 
thf' penpht"ry oftht bare areas 

l.~ptd1za in thP circles is a plant u~M fnr 
eon «>rvat1on and torage, Dewey ob<~t"rved, with 

a shallow root &)'"ttm that aiiO"A-'! it to take 
hold in poor t~oil. White gra~ fZTOwinll in ~mt" _ 

of the area . Dt\\ev added. ts a common "po 
\f'rt\ 00 jlT8$ 

Another natural occurrence whic:h could tx· 

plato the spots, Dewt"v uid, i li~htnmll 
L1~htmng, whic:h recentlv tltruc:k hi hou!lf'. hP 

1d, "dOH somt" funny thing!'." And could 
hA,·e bumt"d off the gras llnd cau11ed the ero­

!On 

Are tht"re anv other poss1hlt t"X 
planations"'" tht" t\\o were asked 

"Thev might be places where tht" mower 
turn('d around.' Lundv ~;.aid 

Soil judging set 
for FF A groups 

The annual southeast Iowa FFA 1101!. Judg­
ing contest will be held at 1 p.m. Thunday m 
Des Moines county at a site to be announced 
when the vocational agricu lture studenta are 
on the way. 

Ralph Dewey, distnct conservs.tionist, had 
arranged the "diggings" a week ago, but the 
con test was delayed because of wet ground~ 
PFA chapters from Des Moines, Lee, Louisa, 
Henry and Van Buren counties will take part 
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Soil Loss Warnings 
SoU dlsbict chairman Rex 

Troule of Burlington announces 
that as much aa 16,000 IAlns of soU 
may be washed away from Des 
Moines County cropland In 1974 
because of the release of 
diverted acres from the feed 
grain program. 

" U,these acres continue to be 
plowed in 1975," Troule slated, 
" We can expect an added 38,000 
IAlns of soU IAl be washed toward 
the Mississippi. " 

In expression of concern over 
the cropping of the acreage 
reserve program , district 
commissioners in southeast 
Iowa have asked for an in­
veniAlry of planned use of this 
land . SoU Conservation Service 
tecbnicians WinsiAln Cooper and 
Oren Champ have reviewed 
many areas of the county to 
estimate possible soU 1088es. 

"We find in our sampling that 
about 62 percent of the sample 
area will be plowed for row 
crops next year.'' Cooper ex­
plained. " Assuming soU losses 
from normal cropping practices, 
a little more than 3000 newly 
plowed acres will lose 5.3 IAlns 
per acre in 1374 and 15.9 tons per 
acre in 1975." 

Conservationists are aware 
that demands for increased 
production are lempting far­
mers IAl plow up e\lery square 
inch of land, and they are 
greatly concerned. 

" Much of the land thai has 
been diverted is erosive and less 
productive than the acres 
already under cullivation," 
according to district con ­
servationist Ralph Dewey of 
Burlington. " In the face of 
shortages in fertilizer and farm 
gasoline, it hardly seems wise to 
try to crop any but the besl acres 
this year." 

Some of the diverted land is 
already fall plowed, a practice 
calculated to bring about the 
most erosion. The local soil 
cooservalon office •111111ests the 
use of conservation tillage to 
protect these erosive acres IAl try 
IAl reduce soil losses. 

SoU conservationist Cooper 
points out that minimum tiUage 
practices can reduce losses as 
much as 80 percent " It costs 
two doUars a IAln to remove s il t 
from the river ," Cooper con­
cludes. "Can the taxes from a 
little addi tional crop pay 'such a 
bill '" 
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D•nvllle City Council 
Danville, Iowa 

Sept " · 1913 
Mayor Berry pres ided at the 

regu la r meeting w ith all counc il men t 
preunt 

M inutes were read and approved, 
a lso clerk's and treasur~·s reports 
accepted by motion by Fraze-r, 
seconded by Beckman 

Terry LOHchen, lawyer presen t, to 
gi ve opin ions on severa l town 
problems 

proposed deve lopm ent an . 
nexaflon 

2 J copies Of petition for necessity 
Of cross ing gates to Bur lington and 
Northern Rail way, signed by Ma yor , 
clerk and councilm an 

3 Opin ion given on weed nuisa nces 
also 

Ralph Dewey ot Soil cons.rvatlon 
Agency present, stat ir.;- th~ tyoes of 
ass istance ava ilable to us. Films and 
record ing shown by h i m were 
examples Of these pr oJects LeHH" 
was mailed to them r equesting their 
services on our surface water and 
drainage of North and West sections 
Of land, problems _ Our copy Of 
''Memorandum of understanding" . 
g iven to us 

Budget was presented for hearing 
There were no wrlften or oral Ob­
jections. A mot ion by Frazer, 
seconded by Beckman to adopt sa id 
budget resulted In a roll ca ll vote of 
a ll aves by council . The budget wa!. 
declared adopted 

The following bills were allowed by 
vo te by M umme, second ed by 
Frazer Mot ion carr ied 

Salar ies 
August 

Treasut ~:- of Iowa 
Sales Ta x-July 

Danville Telephone 
Service 

Dan Sylves ter ... 
Emmell Frazer 

M ileage 
Danville Recreaflon 

Donation 
Marvin Berry 

M a yor fees 
u .s. Postoffl ce 

Postage 
Des Moines Co News 

Publ ica t ions 
Ray Leitch and sons 

J 8 adt -hoe WOfk 

2801 8J 

358311 

105.33 

200 

44 00 

300 00 

75 00 

20.70 

77 22 

I 565.85 
l't~ I I •I 
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Dodds • wzns 
soil award 

Bob I dds or Damlllf' Rt 1 Bid he wa sur ­
PTI E>d to be elt-4 ted as a rf'gwnal wi nner in the 
J<r; ~Iowa S ~i ("rm.!'CT'\ at on A~ard~;, Pro!U'am 

' I hto ~ und has a 
d1tt h lhrOUKh It hut it' 
fturh C'HI 1 dehAted 
qUite o Jot hut thf'v 
(CCJO"l'J"\tliiOU nlfiCIR(!!) 
Lold me 1 hat m a Hry 
It'\\ year the SQil 
" J!d Le down to 
c a•o Dodds a1d 

He "as "Pt'DkiOI{ of A 

"'' ,J.(rf tratt tn thP 
J.akf. Ceode .,., atu!lhed 
thst ht~ purcha ed Tilf 
mlet ter,.oc and ne" - ---
t• m~t Y.t'Tf' 10 t lied last year 
li.Ork hod to be drne la~t 1>prm~ hec&U'~t> of 
dama~C' !rum hew~o· ro1n'J 

O.'<.ld Bid that t!-oe soil <*" Y.8" mort> no· 
tl(t'!thle \\ilf'n the filer ut>nt throu~~:h. Tht> 
trt>nch showed that tht' clav wa ... nt>Rr t he "'U T· 

lacem plac~ 
Thf' farmN. a f, rmer ~tate le~islator who 

h('lpNi dmft r;,OJisa,in~ laY.-s 01d he did n 't coet> 
thnt his project \\R o ·pec1al but it ~urvived 
the JUd~ting lor southt"a t Iowa countie!!i ol Re­
giOn 9 Ht catt•gorv 1 ntow cooperator 

f troup 11ft n W· m lh tll m'n1h ,.rf Sf>l"· 

(•rnl nf rthlmn u rrc 1mprm Pd (vr th P mu 
tualllf ,.,.,,,of tdl. tJctmd nt to Rnlph (),.. 
1<"1'\, ,J,.,,,, runurr,lll rJ tlld 

The "or., plan ted 10 1he te rraced fif"ld look 
f!OO<I Dodd! tud The ~round v. a limed a nd 
!('r1:1htt·d ht'forc plant.n~ 

fh pn>f(J'am of r t·o~mtln n for .. o aJ t'aHT"' 15 
d1rectt'd h~ \\' il on T ~l oon state ro n 
S('rv.ttumm!lit for the So I Cun,.er\"B t iOn Sen.·ic-e. 
nnd Wtlhnm H (t remt'r d1rt>ctnr of thf' Iowa 
Drpartmf'nt f S01l Con t·rvotion ThE' 0('~ 

\louu•s Rt'~lslf•r s <>ne- of the pnncipal &Jl()n 

Ht' •on a! wmnen; \\all hf' JUdgf'd fnr \\t't'P· 
takt aY.ard md tht'~f· mne will rompt>tt' fo r 

I hP top "taft• nwarci t plrtque Rf'gionnl and 
sY.t·tpstakP~" nnt-r wil l be, it tod at banq uPts 
th1 raJI 1r thf' holJie countl6 r.j t he Wt>t•p 

tnlc:PS wmnt•f"'i 

Greiner speaks Nov. 6 
at soil awards meal 

William H Greiner. diret tor ol t he 
Io wa Depa r tment o[ S oil Co n 
ser\'a tion will be the princip Al ..,pcakcr 
a t the 197:1 Soil Conser\'B t tPn Arhir\'C 
ment award> banquet to he held • t 
6::10 p. m Tue,da\' , ' "" fi .It thr ;\le· 
dtapoli ' l nited :\lethnd1 t rhurrh 

Grr inPr will d isrus' I .and l \.e Pol 
irv and Plannin g " 

. H ea d line r a m Png the R\\ n r d 

renp~enh wil l be Bob Dodd' ol Oan 
\'ill t" Rt 1 a ref!ionnl w11mer in tht" 
1971 Iowa Soil Con en ·ation Award" 
Prog-rAm. Dodds w a ... n 't p rE'sent at t he 
regiona l a wards program h E' Id Ja .., t 
week in connertio n with Salu te to AJ;!" 

r iculture flCtl\'ltll'" at Keo .... auqua He 
was ntrd tn the " new cooperator" eat ­
t•gon · 

Other \\inner in t he <"nunt v com 
pt·tlt 0'1 to bt> rec lg nizcd a re H ("'ll'\ 

Dot kt.•ndorft. Danville in the owner · 
opentt o r d I"'' nnd Rubert 1 R{'hmke, 
\\ e t L thf" rt v, "'' 'H.'" IJ.nd Kt."1t h 
Thoma ... \lPdiapO!i~. t>tx·rator thl' lni -

• ,tor two n the landlord- t t nant d1 ,-j. 
100. 

R 1lph De w e ~:. d1qnc t c n 
"f'n RtJOill"t said -.r\'eral la rmPr-. who 
haH donr considl•m hll· ro n...,e rv nt ion 
\\ork hut who did n' t p lacE' in c Hrt 
Jlt.'fltlnn , .l} .... o \ \ JJI h£> re<·ogn i?:ed. 

FFA Hosts Soil 
Judging Contest 
Thursday, October 11 the Des 

Moines County Conser va tion Ser­
vice and the Mediapolis sopho­
more vocational agriculture 
class wer e hosts tor the F.F. A. 
soU Judging contest, Out ot the 
seven other teams involved, 
Wapello, Columbus J unction, 
Wlntteld, Mt. P leasant, Central 
of Ar gyle, Harmony and Ft . Mad­
ison, our team of Kelly Baker , 
Kirk Seigle, Jon Luttenegger and 
Rlck Todd won llrs l place and 
brought home the traveling 
plaqlJe. Second place team was 
Harmony, which was 30 points 
behind our team. 

The way that the contest ts r un 
is that each member ofeach team 
goes to each of the three SitE's 
which Is a hole dug In the ground 
about 4 teet deep. They have a 
card on which they mark down 
the decision on the soils, After 
each s ite has been Judged the 
ca r ds ar e taken to the s corer s 
who scorp the cards accordingly. 
Als o a test ts taken over soU 
judging. WhtlE' the scor~s wer e 
being tabulated Ralph Dewey dis­
cussed with the teams the con­
serva tion prac tices that were 
going on. Refr eshments wer e 
served by the s ophomores ot 
Med iapolis. 
The thr ee high scoring tn­

dlvtduals ar e also gtven a plaque. 
Kelly Baker r E~ce tved first place 
and Kirk Seigle won second by a 
filp ot the coin. He was tied 
tilth a boy from Argyle. 

Mr. Dewey also came out to the 
school about th r ee weeks ago and 
talked to the sophomor e c lass 
about the prattles and soils ot 
Iowa . He !rted to clear up any 
questions about the soU the clas s 
had. 

Rick Todd, r eporter 

f Butz Urges \ 

Conservation 
Agriculture Secretary Earl L. 

Bulz bas amended his request to 
far mers for mor e 1974 
production by pleading with 
them to uae sound cooservalloo 
on acres they will be putting 
back under the plow. 

"First of all , good soU con· 
serving practices in themselves 
will help increase production per 
acre," the secretary said ''Our 
farmers are the foremost 
guardians of our soil resource 
and have a responsibility to use 
the land wisely and to keep il 
productive for fu t ure 
generations . With the great 
progress in 35 years of coo­
ser'Vation hlrm ing , we need 
careful planning to increase 
production without stepping 
backwards." 

Bulz asked the SoU Con· 
servation Service and soil 
conservation districts to give 
"first priority" to helping far­
m~ with conservation plans 

Pr ov en conservation 
pcactices such as contour far­
ming , terracing and minimum 
tillage are vital to protect our 
l~d from further erosion ," Butz 
sat d. 

At the local level, Des Moines 
County Soil Conservation 
District chairman Rex Troute of 
Burlington stressed that over 
sixty percent of last years 
diverted acres are planned for 
crop producllon in 1974. 

"This may mean as much soU 
loss as 16,000 tons from Des 
Moines County alone," 'l'route 
claimed , " Unless we take tm 
mediate steps to control the 
newly plowed areas ." 

" Cost sharing assistance is 
available to farmers who plan 
effective conservation project­
s," Troute stressed . " Both state 
and federal moni will be 
available , but • lim ina r y 
planning will be 'l<.tded to be 
sure cost shares :·re justified " 

" Early contact with our 
district office a t the Federal 
Bldg. in Burllnglon will help 
a~-ure the help our farmers 
net .1," Troute concluded " We 
certainly want to do all we can to 
prevent another possible dust 
bowl from happening ." 



Teachers get education 
and dose of fresh 

n, 11011 ~OG IR/) 

Ever been to Luckenbill Woods, Hunt 
Woods. the U.S. Gypsum Co. mine or 
. ·torr's Cave? 

e1ther had most of the teachers in the 
Iowa Teachers Conservation Camp, in · 
cludin~ the ~oup ol 16 that comes from 
Hurlington- until last week 

There are 3~ teachers takmg part m the 
3-week bioloey course offered by the lim· 
versity of l orthern Iowa extension sen:­
ice. Tho three-cred1t course emphasizes 
fiPld experience with southeast Iowa nat ­
ural re .. ourres, as well as techniques and 
methods of environmental conservation 
teaching and curriculum development 

They have Mudied trees and other 
plants, birds, inseCt!.:., rocks. [ossiJs, !'Oils, 
streams, creeks and rivers in rla'isroom 
and J.ah, hut espec1ally in the field. 

(it"ologJsts soil scJenti ... ts , con­
ervatmmst. factory and mine mana~ers 

wt-re among the specialists who contrib­
uted to the concentrated cou"'e the first 
week Then input was coordmated and 

expanded by the stall which mcludes 
Hernard (Ben) L Clausen camp director 
and I biology instructor; David V 
l\lc('alley, a'>istant professor ol biology 
at U ·1 and bus driver for the ~oup, and 
Uuane Toomsen, environmental educa­
t 1nn consultant for the Iowa Department 
ol Public InstructiOn. 

Toom'ien is a tormer Burlington ion He 
taught sttence at Oak 'treet school One 
of his ~tudents was ancy Marr, now en­
rolled in thi• summer cia". who is fifth 
grade te•cher at .Jack•on school Ill ft 
Madison 

Headquarter.- " Burlington high school 
where the entire science department has 
been turned over tot he d• · "They have 
treated us wondertullv here and we're 
most appreciati~e." Clausen said 

' I he week started. alter the class organ­
i>ed with an intrncluc\ory ecology field 
trip to a fore!'.t community in which Clar­
ence :-ichneider took part. :Schneider is 
former supenntendent of Crapo park and 
arboretum 

fredenc Leopold , Burlington natural-

Th"'e enrolled. 
.Juhn (' Hlack. \1onllcf'lln; .J.m (fahmt L,('tt • 

\1,... Emma Luu c;rau . Coon Jtap1d \lr fo:lf'aoor 
(;rf'mf'r. Wtl~<~lt't Cit\". Pfttn<'k H87toll. !\nrth Fn11: 
h"h: El If' A"h"· OJdq; \1arjont .Jordan, Middlt'ln"'-n~ 
\1f'!ll Andra Kon~~:ahlf'. \\1nfit'ld .. !uhf' l-~tr11on. Conn 
ell Hluff,., \1,.. Hf'ltn L1ddle. \h\'N Sancv \1arr 
H \iad1,..1n , (:lnnll S•ehau, SP'f'TTV M,.; 1-.~~•u•" 
Ohtrman, Yarmoulh. Mr'li · Ht'lty Mahonty \1t 
Pltll"~tnl \11'11 Sh~rlty RandAll. Hl~t:IC"!IVIIIf'. Ill R1ch· 
ard St~tut An•m" a \1t~~ Pauhnt 1 ha\f'r. \11 
Pltn~anl and .lm,·rt WArd Ft~rlif'ld 

l'ho•e from Burlington and schools 
here· 

\1,.... s~n l!aldwm. Ptrkm.-. thnd f!Tadf': Kath· 
f'nnf' HraUtl St .John thud IO"tdf. Innm Clrland. 
ar1 tf'arhtr 1111 Horace- \hnn and Oak Strt'tt \1,.,.. 
\tan. <rant c·orv f"('(>nd f(T8dt, \1n. Ann&htllt'" 
D4hl lf'n. At.,llln nmth f[ttidt· b.nln~v: \1n~ \"1ckt Uil • 
Jon t'trkm lour1h f(Ttde. Wallacf!' \\ -ICihn~W•n. HHS 
mlllh. \1,... Htltn lltmck . Apollo nmth ~tradf' q 

tm'f' \t,... l'al \taylt AlAck Ha""k kmdf'fkflr1t-n: 
\1no lo•n fUbt Hla•k Hawk fif"'t ~radt. M"' Bf' 
\ot'rh Lund\ ('o,...t cond tTadt ~~~ I. Soult 
('o,...r th.rd ~trlldt-. (~t1lfllt' \'mtvard HHS malh: l>nn 
nld H \ m.on. KHS <"hf'ml•t,..,· •nd a lrmnmv, Mark 
\'olkm,<Jnn. Wt~t Kurhn~tton a("lt'ntt ltachtr Ml'll 
l.tddlt- ttathf'!4 !lf"f'ond lfr&df' at f'hnl Hill Mr11 
\1ahonf'v hfl mnth !rJildf' ph1j. ... ICII I . cit-net at Apnllo 

• azr 
ist, helped with Tuesday's study and field 
tnp on the ecology of birds and plants. 

Assisting Wednesday and Thursday 
were fred Dorheim, [owa Geolo~ical ' ur· 
vey, ,John Highland , L.S Soil Con · 
servatwn Serv1ce; Ralph Dewey, SCS dis­
tnct con'"rvationisl; Lonme Miller. state 
SCS; Charles Kiepe, area SCS so1l scien­
tist, and .James T. ettles. officer with 
the De~ Moines County C'on~ervation 
!:loa rd . 

It was appropnate that they started an 
all-day tnp Thursday w1th a visit to the 
gypsum mme. It was geologist Oorheim's 
survey of this area, Clausen said, which 
resulted m development of the mme by 

.S Gypsum Co. 

The ~oup studied prairie and wood· 
land soils, then lunched at Chautauqua 
park at Kossuth, where Settles reported 
on extstmg and projected park_s in the 
county ~ystem 

The afternoon was spent in the bottoms 
and upland of the northeast part ol the 
county and conclud•d w1th the vi. it to 
Starr's cave off Jnsh Ridge road JUst 
north of Burlington. McCalley was w1th 
the group fording fhnt creek when he 
spotted a fossil rock, nch in crinmds. 

The teache"' said they are ama1ed at 
the vartety of plant and wildlife they have 
identified. Inside a square-meter frame, 
one group found more than a dozen types 
of plants One young teacher held up a 
tw1g for help in identifying it and 
McCalley said, :·1 believe it's poison ivy 
Yes, by George. it is poison ivy" 

This week, there will be a visit to the 
Lake Odes<a area for a study of marsh 
hfe, more park and nature trail study 
natural resources and environment field 
study and a look at water quality a~ re ~ 

lated to conservation practices. Dewey 
and Burlington officials will take the 
ftroup from the water source on a farm 
through the city. mcluding rural and ur­
ban erOf;ion control in their presentations . 

Next friday and the concluding week 
will lind the camp participants deeply in · 
volvec in developmg courses and plan· 
nin~ outdoor cla!'-srooms for their respec­
hve -.chool~ 

Clausen said the se!'lstons recently con­
cluded on the UN! campu• at Cedar falls 
had 26 participants Of the>e, only live or 
six atd thev would have gone to ~pnn~ 
Hrook state park thi' year it the camp 
had been held there as in the 24 prev1ous 
veaN~ . 

Sec. Butz Asks 
Sound Soil 
Conservation 
Agriculture Secretary Earl L. 

Butz has amended hls request 
to farmers tor more 1974 pro­
duction by pleading with them to 
use sound conservation on acres 
they wUI be putting back under 
the plow. 

"First or all, good soU con­
serving practices 1n themselves 
wW help Increase producllon per 
acre," the secretary said. "Our 
farmers are the foremost guard­
ians of our son resource and 
have a respOnslbUlty to use the 
land wisely and to keep It pro­
ductive for future generations. 
With the great progress In 35 
years of conservation farming, 
we need carelul planning to In­
crease production wlthoutstep­
ptng baCkwards." 

Butz asked the Sot! Conservation 
Servtce and son cc.nservaUon 
districts to gtve 11 t1rst priority" 
to helping farmers with conser­
vation plans. 

''Proven conservation practices 
such as contour farm'ng, ter­
racing and minimum Ullage are 
vital to protect our land from 
further erosion," Butz said. 

At the local level, Des Moines 
County Soli Conservation District 
chairman Rex Tt oute of Burltng­
ton stressed that over 60 percent 
ot last years diverted acres are 
planned for crop production In 
1974. 

"This may mean as much soU 
loss as 16,000 tons from Des 
Moines County alone,'' Troute 
cJ.atmed, "UnlPss we take tm­
medJate steps to control the new­
ly plowed areas." 

"Cost sharing assistance 1s 
available to !armers who plan 
e!Ceettve conservation projects,'' 
Troute stressed. ''Both state and 
federal monl<s wlll be available, 
but prellml!!uy plaonlog wlll be 
needed to be SJre cost shares 
are justUted. '' 

"Early contact with ourdtstrtct 
orrtce at the Federal Building In 
Burllngton wtll help assure the 
help our farmers need,'' Troute 
concluded. "We certainly want to 
do all we can to prevent another 
possible dust bowl from happen­
ing.'' 



Conservation group getting first-hand knowledge 



"""SOrl CONSERVATION BANQUET HELD IN METHODIST 'ClUii'CH '~" 
The annual Des Moines County 

Soil Conservation banquet was 
held last Tuesday night In the 
Mediapolis Methodist Church 
wtth approximately 100 In at­
tendance. 

Bill VIerling acted as Master of 
Ceremonies and Introduced the 
Chairman, Rex Troute, who 3a.ld 
a few words about soU conser .. 
vatlon. Ralph Dewey was Intro­
duced and he Introduced the of­
flee stalt. Introductions con­
Uno d with Commissioners, 
Bankers, and others. 

Winners were announced as fol­
lows: 

New Cooperators - Bob Dodds 
who "as also the Regional Win­
ner. OQdds won for his work O:l 
:a tract of 40 acres at the head 
of the Geode Lake watershed that 
he recently acquired. 

Dodds had a set of parallel 
tlle terraces Installed along with 
a mutual tile drain a!!ectlng four 
!arms. Neighbors above Dodds 
have connected to the new tUe 
system 2nd on~ has Installed a 
tenceUn~ terrace controlling 
runoff above the Dodds farm. 
Owner ... operator - Henry Dock­

endorff. Dockendorf! farms In the 
same area as Dodds' newly Im­
proved land. Dockendor!! has In­
stalled tlle oullet terraces pro­
vtdlng maximum erosion control 
on 100 :acres and has five acres 
of waterways, with two more 
being built to control an old gully. 
te'~~..-o--..r..-o--..r..r..r1 
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Mr. and Mrs. Bob Dodds received the new cooperators regional 
award and county award from Chairman Rex Troute at the annual 
Des Moines County Soli Conservation banquet last Tuesday night. 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Do::kendorff received owner-operator award 
from Ray Ptlllng at the D~s Moines County Soll Conservatlon 
banquet last Tuesday nlsht. 

There are three farm ponds 
and tour erosion con: rol dam.> and 
Dockendorff recently planted a 
new windbreak north of his build­
Ing. 

Landlord-tenant - Bob Rehmke, 
owner; Keith Thomas, operator. 
'the Rehmke farm Is known as 
the Mehmken place. R~hmke, who 
ts now a West Liberty 
banker, built a tile outlet d\vlslon 
around his feedlot, draining It 
tnlo a settling pond where-wastes 
are redu ~o!d .o a minimum before 
any can now tnto the waterway. 
Pastures arf> being renovated on 
a planned basts and ~ooded areas 
provide lor abundant ~· Udll!e. 

Other C()l')perators werP ln­
troudced by Troute: KPnneth We­
hag:e, Medlapolls; Dr. Carl J1Ulen 
Burlington, Donald lsoc, Dan· 

Jlle, Ciro-..er \ \lli n, llmlnr 
sun, Joe B•ckman, S~ rry, Ver-

ner Amenell, Medlapolls andVIr­
gll Massner, M•'dlapoUs. 

Entertalnmt•nt was furnished by 
Rev. Ralph Schenck. 

Sp: ~·<er of the eventn.I W'lS Wtl­
Uam H. Greiner, Director of th~ 
Iowa Department of Soli Con­
servation. 

Among othe-r facts and stallsttcs 
concerning land ust>, Greiner said 
that a land use policy for lhe 
entire state or Iowa wou'ri event­
ually be .v ·itt en anri passed 
ta:to law. Ti1ere will be many 
problems before ll will bt com­
pleted since 96 or 97 percent of 
the land in Iowa ts privately 

Receiving the landlord-tenant operator award presented by Ray 
Pll!tng was Mrs. Keith Thomas for her husband who was unable 
to attend the Des Moines County Soil Conservation banquet last 
Tuesday night. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Rehmke received the landlord-tenant owner 
award !rom Ray Pilling last Tuesday night at the Des Moines 
County Soli Conservation banqut?t. 



WINNERS AND WIVES So il cpnservauon award winners recognrzed at the 
annual Des Momes county banquet included. hom left. Mr_and Mrs Hen ry Dock­
endorff. Danvrlle. Mr and Mrs Robert Dodds. Danville. Mr and Mrs Robert 
Rehmke. West Lrberty, and Mrs Kerth Thomas. Medrapolrs 

Controversial issue 
for future: Land use 

By BOB OGARD 
Hawk Eye Farm Editor 

MEDIAPOLI - Changes in land 
u~e that appear inevttable won't come 
without ~.:ompromise and contro\'er~y 
<aid 1\'illiam H Greiner here Tuesdar 
night He is d1rector of the Iowa De 
partment of oil Conser\'ation 

Greiner wa~ peakrr nt the annual 
~oil Consen·at ion Achievement 
awards banquet held at the \lediap­
oli• l'nited Methodi•t churc·h 

He told the 93 persons present that 
planmng and controls lor the nation's 
land are probably the most interestm~ 
and controversial topics facinf:{ on in­
creasingly crowded country 

"The founders of this country put 
strong backing to private use of prop­
ertv but mam· have been wasteful of 
ou; resources ~nd we arf! going to have 
to husband them more carefull)·, he 
stated 

A maJor study made n decade ago 
indicated that the Cnited States pop­
ulation would double bv the end of the 
centurv 1\'hile the ~ctual rate of 
growth. has slowed, demands lor re 
~urces haven't 

For instance. water and timber 
needs were expected to double in 
about 35 year<. 

Greiner said far-reachmg bills on a 
national land use polic) are pending m 
both the C, House and enate. the 
former featuring sanctions on funds 
which would be used against recalci­
trant states. The 5-year program would 
pronde nearh· :1 billion in planning 
and administrativf' ~rant to At£> 

that de,·elnp rr ... ource m,·entone-. and 
!and u. e plans 

Greiner stated that local input will 
be an important element of all state 
plans. He also commented that he was 
happ)· to -ee that Boh Dodds of Dan 
,·ille \\'8!'. a countv and re~ional winner 
in the ~oil-sa\'ing award!'. given Tues­
dav "I've known Bob for a long time. 
fiN in the (Iowa) House and then in 
the_ en1te," he said. 

Dodds wa~ the new cooperative dl\'i 
sion winner for his work on 11 tract of 
40 acres at the head ol the Geode lake 
watershed that he recent I\ acquired 

Dodds had a set of parallel tile ter­
races mstalled along with a mutual 
tile dram affecting four farms ;\eigh­
bors abo\e Dodds hove connected to 
the new tile ~\·stem and one ha-. in· 
c;rq}h•d a tenreltne- terrace c·ontrol1ing 
iunoff abo'e the Dodds farm 

Owner·operator class wmner wa~ 
Henry Dockendorf!, who farm in rhe 
same area a.., Dodds' newl · impro\'t>d 
land Dockendorff has installed tile 
outlet terraces providing. maximum 
erosion control on 100 acres and has 
fh·e acres of waterways, with two more 
being built to control an old gully. 

There are three farm pond• and four 
ero>IOn control dams 11nd Dockendorff 
recenth· planted a new wmdbreak 
north ol his buildings 

The landlord-tenant awards went to 
Bob ·Rehmke, owner. and Keith 
Thoma<. operator of a !arm north of 
Burlington, the old \lrhmken place. 
Rehmke. now a West Liberty banker, 
hou~ht the 19 -&ere I arm th•t featured 
live ponds Then he added a not n,-

He built a tile outlet di,·ision around 
his feedlot, drainin~ it mto a settling 
pond where wastes are reduced to a 
minimum before any con now into the 
waterwav. Pasture~ ar~ beinft reno­
vated on. a planned ba is and wooded 
areas provide for abundant wildlife 

In add1t1on to the award winner., 
the>e cooperarors were cited by Rex 
Troute. chairman of thf" district com 
missioners. 

Kenneth Wehage, Mediapolis; Dr . 

l arl Hulen Burhngton Donald "'ei­
"'" Dam·ille: Grover Will. on. !\lorn­
m~ , un: .Joe Beckman. , p~rrv: Verner 
Amenell, !\<lediapolis, and Virgil Mes­
ner Mediapolis 

Entertainment for the banquet was 
provided bv Rev. Ralph . chenck. pas­
tor of the \lediopolis Cnited Presby­
terian church. with guitar and vocal 
music. 
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