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efits in shifting from the
present welfare program to the
supplemental security income
program,"’ Mr, Nixon said, “it
is unfortunate that the Congress
has chosen this method of |
maintaining assistance levels

Cash Assistance

“I continuge to believe that
| our long-term goal should be to
provide income assistance In
cash, rather than in food
stamps or other forms of in-
kind assistance that rob the in-
dividual of the chance to make
his own spending decisions.”

Mr, Nixon said he would pro-
pose legislation to correct what
he termed ‘‘serious and cos t-
Iy defects” of provisions that
could result in “high adminis-
trative costs and potential for
great abuse."

At his news conference,
Pulz was full of pralse for the
bill, calling it *“a historic
turning point in the philoso-

“mhy of farm programs in the

toward a maximum production
philosophy, said Butz.

He predicted continued higher
prices for farmers and a fur-
ther expansion of US. food ex-
ports.

Food Prices

Butz generally turned aside
numerous questions about high
retail food prices and food

prices have not risen as much
as prices of other goods in re-
cent years. This year will mark
the first time in 15 years food
prices have gone up more than
incomes, he said.

As for complaints by bakers
that bread may soon disappear
from supermarket shelves be-
cause of the extensive U.S. ex-
porting of wheat, Butz said “I
class that as hysterical pres-
sure.”

He said wheat represents
only a small fraction of the
total cost of a loaf of bread.
He added that the bakers did
not mention that the new
farm bill gives them a $400-
million “windfall” by repeal-
ing the 75-cent-a-bushel
“bread tax" for flour millers,

The Agricullure secretary
said he does not faver export
controls (o keep U.S. wheat at
home, because other nations
would retaliate with export

curbs of their T “We've got

to move to freer world trade,"”
he said.

He said his view on export
controls was not changed by
Thursday's government crop
report, which indicated lower
than predicted yields of corn,
wheat and soybeans. He said he
believes the estimates may
prove too low, and he added
that the decrease in corn pro-

shortages by insisting that [ond{ducuan is not very important |

{because production of grain
{sorghum, which can be substi-

'tuted for Corn as an animal
feed, is up.

Beef Ceilings

Butz reaffirmed his opposi-
tion to the retail price ceilings
on beef, which ends Sept. 12,
saying it was "a mistake from
the beginning."

But he seemed to soften his
criticism of the ceiling pro-
gram, refusing to say whether
he still is secking to get the
plan ended before the Septem-
ber date, He described himself
as “only one voice'" in the ad-
ministration and said that, un-
like poultry and pork, beef pro-
duction is not seriously affected
by short-term price ceilings.

Asked whether there Is any
indication that the White
House is listening (o his ear-
lier call to end the ceiling
program, Butz answered cur-
tly, “no, sir,”

Ro against the President's wish.
es and end the ceilings on beef,
but he said if he did so the
President might get a new sec-
retary of agriculture.

The bill gives the agriculture

|secretary new powers over food |
|prices, although the* Nixon ad-

ministration had not requested

'the provision.

Under the law, when the sec-
retary certifies a supply of
meat, poultry, vegetables or
fruit will be too low and there
is no other way to boost sup-
plies, the President would have
to make “appropriate adjust-
ments" in the maximum prices
charged under controls,

REAP Programs
Another feature of the new
law requires the agriculture
secretary to continue a pro-
gram for sharing the cost of
conservation practices on pri

yate lands under the Rural En- |
yironmental Assistance Pro-|
gram (REAP).

| “] stopped funding this pro-
gram in fiscal vear 1973 hi--l

gause it supported at federal
gxpense actions which were |
ghort-termed in nature. Fortu- |

mately, this new act provides
that the practices supported be
of a permanent nature and sub-|
h._"t to contactual ag!‘-r:*r_-munt!
for maintenance up fto 25
Years,”" Mr. Nixon said.

The legislation provides thut|
for the rest of this market year
and for the next one that ends |
March 31, 1975, minimum 1ni!1-;|
price support be increased to 80
per cent of parity, a formula
Used to guage what farmers get |
eampared to costs and living ex- |
penses. After that, the support |
Would drop to its previous level |

of 75 per cent of parity, |

Butz said he had the puwe' to
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