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1 8m the clock in the hallway. Just at the head
of the stairs., &y job is to watch the front door and tell the time,
1 seldom spesk, but when I think of this 1926 gradunting 91335, 1
gannot maintain my usual sile®e.

It doesn't sound very interesting tc Just be en
old clock, but I'1l tell yo. I saw and heard many interesting things
while I stood guard of the front door at lMeroy Hosnitals I never
pald much etiention to the visitors or patients but every Janunry,
June and Teptember I never took my eyes off those front stens it gave .
me & great thrill to soe ths new nurses come trioping in, some came
ss8 thoush they were entering the land of romance, but alas, inu few
days, their eyes wcre opened to the realities of o nurses life, they
Soon leamed thore were no unmarried goctors, rnd the few gnod looking
men patients always had special nursese 50 some not culite liking
th. prospacts would 1 ave us %o try some other avecation, but there
wera aluays the faithful opes, who mate the best of eash trring cir-
cumstance, and studied and toiled for three yeurs and then they could
be the spscial nurse.

It was along in Jamuery, 1923, that the urge came
to two little twin girls out at Granger toc leave home and fireside
and study tc be nurses, “he minute I saw those Nixon girls, I knew
they would make gnod nurses. Norma was always known as the older one
and Leona the baby one, Thenewsr they were cal led at night for an
emergency, they just made things hume A “ew days later, little Miss
“atts came to the hospitsl and &8 she stepped into the office,shs
says, "I am Glady .atts. I comc to taks up training.” In the way she
sz=i{¢ 1t, I kmew she was going to stay. 7ell she found romence all
right, but not in the hospital. i

Looking out ons day, I saw & very prim little
lady coning in. +~hc wanted to see ir. Thomms. Wouldn't disclose her
idenity to another souls It was Hermine Readding. One day she was
caught gigging for the babies, anu was almost expelled, ut liother
said while it wus against the rules, still the bsbkes needed &musing,.

Out at Redficld lived & most demure msid, they
Galled her Mury .gan, but one day s change came over herl.ﬂ Jhe got
a letter msking her to come at onoe to Mercy Hospital, “heyjust
gouldn’t run things without here. (0 she packed her grin snd came rushe
in;; in. Che ana ths superior drove bask and forth to the farm, and
she a.sisted :enerally in running the places I was very startled ome
dsy wvhen a regul:r chatterbox oame in. <~he hust tallred all the time
#nd told everyons she got, "I am Gen MoKeigh of Lacyville?! CShe really
become & good nurse, How her patients could stand that constant talk-
ing ie more than I can understand. .

There are some peonle who smile once in awhile,

but when you find someone who smiles all the time, it is quite re=-
mavkable.
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Bermadine Lillie never stoppad smiling for the throe yoasn, and I am
sure she drove the blues away 1lots of times, Thore wers #£ive glirls who
had entersd in another class, but for reasons sugh a8 appeniix. mmstolds,
etc., thoy dropped out to re-enter with 1926 cluss, thay were Miss Rhodes
who 1ost her henrt and still tonded right to bucinesse Hiss Valsh had
some similar afflict.ion. .ho tried %o muke & hit vith an old Doctor
from Mte - re, but sgmshow he tuvned her dowm. Miss Nevak had an
operation and was so infatusted wit) her dootor, her ™ecove-v was slow.
Bernice Fenter, the girl with the nretty clothes and nise MRNNers,

was in this class, @u. valherine liubbers, who dropped out bacause they
ald not huve w6 guod things Lo eal hsry as they did in Pella, s &
youn:; min studying Theolegy told horcto retura, which she did.

“hen srancie Finney oome to us, har first day,
I wos 80 sorry for she was a:lled on the carnst fow chewing gume But
she tolu thom she did it to get fat, so -as nermitted to o ntinue for
the three v-ars, Lut I think 1t was the wron; xial of gume But fut
or thip, #rmcis you h've & great admirer. ieptember brings to us
same twenty o aming miids, Wt meny vere discouraged in a short while
and went othsr nlaces for thelir land of romance. { Some went other :
plaged vYor their) Gome dlan't like khe front steps after 11330, and
tried the fire escape, but this is n verr slinpery entrance. DBetteyr
gome ir and faoe the old closk, even tho.gh I do point my hands at
you snd 88y, "You're lite, you're late.,” 0f this number was sewitohing
¥arien “ngane ‘he charms! evepyone 8xcept the german painters, bt
they jus: kevnt on palting no mat.er what she salkl or did, until ome day
she said, 1'll show them, 80 she faintea richs in to their g~ -
After that «ll was lovely. § ey
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Out in Adeir lives & prominent M, De He h:d a falr
dau hter, anc ona dar he said to her, "illisabeth lnynurd, don't you
ever think of .eing & nurse.” The scid "Duddy desr, that is Just what
I am go.ng Lo bee”’ Doin. the Charlostorn while she sald it, she did
28 .he snid, and was » credit to the place and her dear daddye There -
waz one in thls olass who waes un'ike most girlse +he had & real
brother for & sweetheart, Moyy Hell was beloved vy all, and especielly
by her brother, vho showored he with all kinds of presentss That
@ luckxy da; for the hospit.l when the Fates brought Brigetta Agath
Ryan, for she waz fair to 170k unon,

I uset to worry sbout her 2 lot, seeling her got
out Saturday n 1:ht end not return watil morming, but I learned mother
"1lived in Des Hoines, 8o it was 81l righte .

"han Helen Bohl game smiling im, 1 'mer a treasure
had srrived onn or twice I saw toarse 1 don't know whether she wae
lonesome or gob scolded, Just as soon as she graduates she wants to go
home where they h o ve londs of strewherriese There wns oms in the olsass
who worked diligent!l: nn: whom everyone loved but in her second year, she
beceme 111 and our dear Loah Alders was sent to Lroadlavms, S“he 18 im-
proving sni can so0n ¢oniinue her training.
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Boone Fospital had & fire so thelr nurses had to
£ind shelter elsewhure. +~ome came Lo use Miss Duffy wns in the class.
She was tall, and willowy and hain't mush to say, Illinois =ent us
threse youn,; ludiss all models of perfection. UThey cmms to us to nul
the finishing touches to & two years traininge Uiy nified Gene
Ragal, no relation to Conrnd, bul Des lioines patients oulicd her
Hi;hland Purk, he being a native of therse HNellle Douglas a lévely
nurse, but 50 fond Of thc home folkse I dmm'l 3se how she stay:-
eway from the- o comtinue her training. Hiss Harvey too0k sush oare
of Dr. Muple, vhen he had his accident, he wins heard to remark,

"Oh, 17 1 were youmg again.”

No, this ends my storye “hore zre things I
could have told, but my business is keeping fime and not elling
taless And i1f some sneaked out without permission ani &fole in
after time. 1e2ll, thoy meant no harm, they were young and full
of life, und it seems to give youth a certain thrill to do things
they shouldnlt.

So her 's to the class of 1926, Mny thay sail
forth on seas of glnaness, anml never strike the reefs of sadness,
and may their haroor be & granl success. .
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