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I am tha cloek in tho h:.>lhmy. J.mt at the head 
of the sliuirs. ~y job is to \'latch the :fro t door and tell the time. 
1 sel:iom spe, k, b".lt when I ~hink of this 1926 grndunting ol~ s s , I 
cannot maint&in my usual sile~e. • 

It doe:;n' t sound very i n teres tin~:; t 'J j...~st be an 
old clocl':, uut I'll tell yo , I saw and heard muny 1nte:restinc t'l-· 1ngs 
wh1le I stood g..w.rd of the front' door at ilderoy Hosni tal. I never 
paid muoh ett.ention to the vi~itors or 1~tients but cver:v J~~nu..'iry, 
J . .1ne anj ;;optelnber I never took my eyas off' those front sten s it. gave 
me a greot thrill to soe the new nurses come tripping in, some oame 
as thou.;:;b. they l'Jere entering the land of romanoe, rot alas, in!! few 
days 9 their eyes w ;re openod to the r cu lities o~ a nurses life, they 
suon lba med thure were no unmarried ~ootors, Mld the :few good looking 
men patients al·.1ays haa cpeoinl nurses. So Rome not quite liking 
th _ pro::;pucts \70.J.tti 1 a ve ..1:3 to tr.; some othur a.vo:!ntion, o ... t there 
wo r H ul.;ay:; the faithful ones, -..... ho rna,te the, best of ea :lh '.:r:: int; cir­
cumstance, and studied and toiled for three ye ~rs and t hen they c0 uld 
be the special nur se. 

It was alon~ in January, 1923, that the urge came 
to two little tv1in girls out at Granger to le.<1ve home and firesid'e 
nnd atud.y to be nurses. lhe minute I saw those Nixon girla, I knew 
they W::l uld make good l:l.urses. Norma was always known aa the older one 
and Leona the baby one. 7.'hene:rer they were called st night :tor an 
eme~enoy, they Just made things hum. A ~aw days later, little Miss 
':'. ett::~ oame to the hospital and as abe stepped into tho office,ahe . 
says, "I Gill Olad.:;,r ·,;atts. I on.mc~ to take Up training." In the way she 
5 /?_Ll 1t • I knew ahe waa go i ng to stay. -;ell she .found romnnoe all 
r1gh~, but not in the hospital. \ 

Loo~ing out one day, I saw a very pri~ little 
lady OO::"\ ing in. ··h( wanted to aee nr. Thomas. Wouldn't d isol oae her 
ldenlty to finother soul. It was Hermine Readding. One day she was 
caught gigging for the bnbies, an..! was almost expelled, wt 1iother 
aaid while it wus aguinst the rules, still the bebtes needed amustng. 

Out at Redti ,..! ld lived a most demure mRid, the7 
Called her !Jary :gan, but one day a change oama over her. 8he got 
a lettor Asking her to 0 1)me at onoe to lle:roy Hospital. ~heyJ1.tst 
oo1.1ldn't run things without her. •·o she paolted her grin unJ came ruah­
in., in. ~he ann the superior droTe baok and forth to the tarm, and 
:she a sisteo ~enerally .i.n runn ing the plnce. I was very star tled one 
Cl ay nhen a reg..1l ;. r ohnttarbox o~ in. oJhe hust talied all the time 
.llll)J. told ever;7one she .,t, ''I am Gen llol{e1gh of Lnoyville~ She reall:y 
became a good nurse. Ho'"' her patient. could stand that ccnstant talk­
ing is more than I oan underatend. 

There are some peonle ,,no am1le onoe in aWhile, 
but when you f1nd someone who smiles all the time, it 1a quite re­
rnal'k.able. 
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.Berud1na LUlie DeVOl" stopped s:nilin[; for V·u throe yea·~ , nd I am 
e'IU"e she urove the blu.:s f!J.W .. :v lot;; of time:::. ':'horc 1:A')l"o ·l'l vo b"i rlo ~ho 
had ent~rr.J<l ln unother cla:n;, but fo :- r~:>nsnns suoh as appcl](ii>r: ll:r!•;olde, 
eto., tho:r dropped out. to re-cnt.or with 1926 cla sc. th y wre 't1zs Rhodet 
who lo:; t hor han::-t :m.! still t.::r.ctod !"ig."lt to b..t::lneas. 1Uca t alah had 
aome simlln!" ffllct.on. ..h::: tri oo t:: nr->ko n Mt \'.itt. nn oit. Dootor 

\ 

~rom Ut. - ·r'-, but ;,o~·)hC": he t;J:!'Il d :1er ct Otm• :.!iss Mevak had'- an 
operatl')n an(i ;;as ao 1nrs tu:;.t ed v:1t7 her dootor, her raoove-y was slow. 
llern1oe 1-en:.cr, th1: l ~i rl \>:>i l.:: th£ nr~! tt :; -::l o•.n s nnd. ni:le r·~.mner-a, 

as 1n t hi cius:;, au ... -.iat.lmrine 1IOJbbors, \7no tlroppod out beonuae they 
a1d not r ..... v·: u~ ~.-u o~ t.hlr.q;s t. es!. har" a:; tho-.;r did in l'o l).a, lu.t & 

yo UD._, mnn s tilllyi mt :haolog~" t ol ('\ ht.tr .. to return, \..blah she dld. 

·:hEtli ~·'runai:-:: ~il'l..l!t!:: a ,;.::.~~ to us. her first day. 
1 w,, s so sorr;I f'or she vmn ~ ~ 11e.::1 on th<' o n,.1x;t ro.,.. ah '-1ing gil!!!. But 
abo tolu thu1o ahu tii•l il. to get tnt, sc · .. os pe'!".":litted too ntinl!e t'oJ' 
the three ;J hr:;. , c~t l t?; 1~: 1t ~:u:-: the ~ron.,; ki;t;l of gum. But f&t 
or thin, k r:r. c1s ~ro;; h· v& n groat e~1 T'1 re ;;ep k>m'ber brines t o us 
aano twenty o ami.n~. m<\lds, 'w.t r.nny '~'·er6 diuc r-ul":lgcd ln n ~hort while; 
am went othsr nluoen tor their l nnd o~ r:xnance. ( Some went other · 
plMed 1"or th1.1ir) bo~ d1Cln 9 t like bhe !'ront tepa a.ftElr lla301 and 
tried the tire escupe, but this is n VOT':' nl1 •pery ClltPBllO • 'Better 
oome in nntl taoe the old olo.:lk1 eftn tho~;h I do point ray hands at 
you and say, "You're lll te1 you're l a te." Of' thls nu:nber was .. uwitohlng 
Marlen ~:ngru2e ~·he Oht1r.ne:.: eveJYOne exo~t the german pa1ntors, bat 
they Jus t kent on pnht1n.; no mat .or v.tut she ll!l ld or did, WltU one day 
ahe ea1ci, 1'11 11how t>, ~,m. 1.10 nha ~1nt.~ r1t;ht 1n ;o their&--
Af' t e r that 411 w~ss love ly. \ · ·~ 

Out in .Adci r l1 vea a prominent u. n. He h ,d a tal!' 
da~hier, aw, 'lne Clu~ he anid ~o hPr, 11.;;Usabath :Jf.!yna nl, don't you 
eYer t h ink o~ .ein~ ~~ nurse. '' :·ht: s :· ld ''JJttduy aenr, thut 1o Jus t whtl t 
1 nm go.nt) ;. .> be.· Doln,, the ..; hurLstor. wrilt' sha snid it, nho did 
QS .,he sniu, emu was h ~ red1t to the pl!\(le anJ h<' r dtmr doody. ~"here 

as one in thlu olasa who wan un ' ike most g1 rlth ·-he hnd n renl 
brother for a svntt•tbeart, t•k r ;; l:Joll \'1&s belovc.ct tJy all, and eepeclally 
by her brother, -.'Jho sho";,fore\1 h.o ·· ~1th nll kinds of pnnonta. ..'hat 
a lucky da;: for t ht. hoapit .. l when the fate s 'brought Dr1getta Ag&th. 
Bynn, to .,.. .... r 'ml :: fni T to 1 -- o~-:: U"''n. 

I IJ 3o'! t0 ~··o-rr: L'b~>ut her r lot, e6e1nc; her got 
out Bat.>Jrd.ny n 1 ;·nt en..! not ·eturn until rnornint;, but I l::nrned mother 

· Uy~.x1 in ue :: L.iolnes , s 0 1 t wns o. ll rif;ht. 

· 'hen Helen 13.:\hl 0~1~ umU1nc in, I lm8W a treasure 
hod nrr1vo:: on11 o r tv:"ice I sr~n· ~··urs . I don'-; lmow vmether ahe 1181 

locasome or go~ soolued, ju.~. t c,:; soon a5 3he grndun to ;; ehe Ym.Dtn to so 
homo whr.;re tl-Jt';; h vc lo~as o~ s~r ... ~bsr ... 1e .• ':."he "'''" ono ln the olaaa 
~ilo worke:l ,; 1l i c.;ont! ·: :,n .: 7thom everyone loved but in her S'.!OO'Dd year, she 
boca~e 111 tmd o:.1r dour L .:ah Al:.:~erll wau sent to broadlmm.a. Lhe la la­
proving -nn l O!m soon c ont. i ua hor training. 
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Boone Hosnltal hati a ~1r so their nurse~ hJd to 
find abel tor elsewhs ra. ...ome oom to ..tae :.11~• iJ.J..fry 1'7'18 1::: the o 1e.oa. 
She was tall, ond willowy and hadn't muob to any. Ill1no1s ~nt us 
three yoll.XLU l i:d1en all models of perfection. '.'h .y oame to u~ to nut 
the f1ni~hin5 touohes t o u two ;,'Oars t1"9lnint;e .d.t., n if.iod. Gone 
N'1g;Jl, no rol,~ti on to ~onr,~tt, b\1~ ')eG lloinea ~tionts o::..lJ.~:i :.er 
Hi~,hltmd Pork, he being ot~ native of there. NelUe Dout;lfle u lovely 
nurse, but so fond of t h, home fo l kn . l ctt.r. •~ s·~c .-.m~ shfi {'!t.r':t ·• 

R,_.. :· 'J'O"!I the tO OOD";i!'lUe her trnit•infi a :.!i&s nr: rvey t 'J0k B n:! O'! !"t! 

of Dr. lb.pla, • httn hu ha.U his acoiden~, he wns hen!'ti to remark. 
"Oh, 1:' I were youug nga1n." 

Bo, this ends my ato17. ~n:'re :1tre o:;"'1ngs I 
OO~Ald bnvo tolu, ~ut -:ny bi.lSiness is keeping Unse ~Wd not ~ell lng 
tales. And if aomo sneaked oat without pemlss1on and atole 1n 
after Umo. \. all, thoy m~SA~nt no bnrm, they v1ere young nnri ~11 

of lifa, u.n>.~. it souma to give youth a oerta1n thrill to do t.hings 
ihcy ahoQlclnH. 

So her 's to th~ alass of 1926. uny thay 1811 
fo ~h on seas of glnanesa, aul nev!'lr strUt~ the :rGefs of sn nose, 
am may their hE.lrOor b " a t;r nm suooeea • 
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