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Soil and water
conservation

In practice

Plan the farm

and

farm the plan

Monroe County Soil

District Commissioners
Ollie Kaldenberg, Chairman
William MeGrath
DeWavne Johnson
Albert Etcher
Ravmond Vance

Assistant Commissioners
Mardvll Albertson
Linda Lingren
Steve Crall
Bob MeGinnis
Hobert Putnam
Llovd Clark
Ed Mahonev

The cover

The cover on the soil conserva-
tion section is made up of three
aerial photos taken for the U.S. Soil
Conservation Service, The cover
piciures the Terry Delaney farm
on .S, 34 in Wayne Township.

I he pictures

Pictures in this special section
were taken by personnel from the
Monror County Soil Conservaltion
District or by Albia NEWSpapers
stafi photographers. Aerial shots
were taken by staff photographers
with Matt Watson flying the photo

plane.
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Here’s the start of the farm plan for portions of the Terry
Delaney farm on U.S. 34 in Wayne Township. The area
covered by this plan is north of the highway. The detailed
mapping with the marking of the contours, the soil types,
and other details, precedes the planning for such a farm.
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David
F'vnaardi

farm o

-

» 1878, Albia Union-Republican

s ¥ RA

j- .
s - BTN
N -

L
od !
E e
[- R
- :
> g ;
-
5
5 kK
=5 A\
- i

David Fynaardt is shown at left with one of the outlets on the new terraces which
were built this summer. The backside of the terraces was seeded to grass.
Fynaardt planned the construction for the summer months to take advantage of the
availability of contractors and lower costs. This was in meadow last summer.
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on schedule in lowa, according to the
lowa Department of Soil Conservation.
The process gets its name from Section
208 ol the Federal Water Pollution Con-
trol Act—the law requiring states to
develop water quality management
programs

Soil erosion and sedimentation are of-
ten closely related to nonpoint pollution
problems. Hest management practices
suitable for controlling nonpoint sources
of pollution are being identified in the 208
planning process. N , .

The lowa Department of Environmen- "’ i\ : R =2 PR i Ay
tal Quality has overall responsibility for . - ; W74 - Conl
the development of the state's water
quality management program. The lowa
Department of Soil Conservation has
been charged with completing the non-
point phase of Iowa's 208 program. | :

The outcome of the planning effort and L e
the usefulness of information developed
will depend on the willingness of local
people to participate in the decision-
making process. Their input ensures

We'll Finance Your Soil Conservation Efforts
Stop In and Talk Over Your Plans In Our Private Loan Offices.

that technical solutions to problems are : : ) .
socially and economically acceptable, Conservation is e"'ew?ndy S bUant:i*SS, bu‘t gee
Th; 208 nonpoint plans, the majority of farmer, you can do something about it immediately!
which is scheduled for completion in p : -
November, will make lowa eligible for By reassessing your farm acreage and reworking cer
fedfra}: funds ‘pmvidi?glle;hnical a[nd tain areas, you can put to use land that's presently
cost-share assistance to landowners for 3 e .
installing and maintaining best manage- idle, prevent silting and soil erosion, rotate crops . . .
genl practlcesl in priority watersheds. I get the most out of your land and avoid unnecessary
owever, the plan must first be finalized . <
and submitted to the U.S. Environmen- |} destruction. We want to help your conservation ef
_ tal Protection Agency in Kansas City for forts.
i ERVERTL- YOU CAN'T BEAT BANK CREDIT

_____. PEOPLES NATIONAL BANK

F I@ A FULL SERVICE BANK
ST with Three Convenient Locations to Serve You

ALBIA ALBIA MOTOR BANK EDDYVILLE
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Quick fill

Don Tibbals, Monroe Township
farmer, had these tile outlet
terraces with contours parallel
built this past spring. The stand of
soyvbeans isn't too good, But these
terraces have already slowed the
runolf of water, Tibbals says these
have filled seven times since the
terraces were constructed. An oul-
fet is visible in the center of the pic-
lure.

Windbreaks

can reduce
erosion

Windbreaks can reduce soil erosion,
When properly designed, a single row of
trees can cut wind speed by 50 percent.

Unfortunately, many f[armers are
reluctant to plant trees on flat farmland
where wind erosion is the worst because
they do not want to lose crop production,
said Bill Welker, biologist for the Soil
Conservation Service. What they do not
consider i1s that in addition to reducing
soil loss, field windbreaks can reduce
damage to young crops caused by hot,
dry winds.

Charles McLaughlin, president of the
lowa Association of Soil Conservation
District Commissioners, is a firm
believer in the value of trees ''Several
vears ago, | planted trees on some of my
highly erosive soils. I only have to look at
my field now to prove the value of the
| tree planting,’’ he said.

A single row of trees planted in a
prepared seedbed only 6 feet wide is an
adequate field windbreak. Although
protection decreases as you get farther

from the trees, there is some protection
up to 15 to 20 times the tree height. You
get maximum protection in large flields
if a series of single-row trees are planted
100 to 200 yvards apart, Welker said.
Multi-row windbreaks, or shelterbelts,
are used extensively in the plains states
west of [owa.

With a single-row windbreak, spacing
between trees should be 4 to 8 feet, while
shrubs can be planted 3 to 4 feet apart.
When using only coniferous trees, make
sure they will not be too close when full
grown. A good shelterbelt should not be
too dense and block too much wind.

Combinations of trees and shrubs in a
single row add diversity and general
beauty to the landscape. This can be ac-
complished by planting one or two
shrubs between every two large trees.

Windbreaks can be planted on an east-
west or north-south axis, or by following
a contour as long as the field will be
protected from prevailing wind, Welker
sald. Use a pre-emergence herbicide

before planting to control annual weeds
since competing vegetation must be con-
trolled. Special care and maintenance
should be continued for two to three
vears until the trees become well
established.

A variety of trees and shrubs can be
used for windbreaks, but more than one
species should be planted to protect
against loss from disease.

Possible selections for trees include
green ash, Siberian elm, basswood,
eastern white pine, jack pine, Norway
pine, Austrian pine, white cedar and red
cedar.

The choice among shrubs might in-
clude honeysuckle, autumn olive,
dogwood, wild plum and ninebark.

Planting stock is available from the
state nursery in Ames, private nurseries
or sometimes local soil conservation dis-
tricts (SCD). Cost share funds may also
be available for windbreaks, so check
with vour local SCD.

IM-BUDGET
July 1, 1978 - June 30, 1978
Fiscal year allocation [rom State Soil

Conservation Committee . ................ ...% 1,664.75
Commissionerstravelandmeals ................. 1,073.36
O e SUDDIE S8 v oot iacdeae Nonwmm o e O ala) thacatbohs ¥ e e 158,30
PEIDUITIE | | ) ¥ a5 74 o o e 300 a4 o LSRR gt e e ol 112.84
PHIETIOP CORLERL oo staiolc Vuivs e sala e v aralsiscais)e o 16.49
Material for demonstration . ... ... .........cc0eein.n 2.36
(8§10 b 4 1 11 T-L NSNS 0 S PR AP AT o s E e i 291.05
Meeting BEXDBRSE. . il domas/sisre ¢ vusless e e pe/ninmas 10.35
Total Expenditures ........c........... 1,664.75
BalARCe: i i aniioitaaie SRl bly: 27 aretdald v bt e a N 14 e 0

IIM-BUDGET
July 1, 1977 - June 30, 1978
Fiscal year allocation from State Soil

Conservation Committee .....................% 9775.00
State CIBrk 8 Salary . .. .o sesessasnmb s nitiy ey 8,256 .00
AV b or s T o ns BV 3k 4 aVata IaL 4 et Rara- M aralate i roe T a u A e 63.40
Federal and State Retirement ... .........co000000s 924 .82
State BealtIns  Credit iy v v Wi awasnnma i das s 362 98
L IS BRCE e rsrave s i = slate s 66.00
Disability Insurance .............ccconcerrmanranrsns 53.59
Tofal Expenditures: ... i, L G el et et 9,726.79
Released to Dept. of Soil Conservation

JUNE 30 19T o rhie ccsiosioaisioe s urege v o5 hio . 48.21

IIM-BUDGET
State cost-share money for permanent
Conservation practices 73-74 Allocation . ... ... ..$12,246.69
Total paid on Conservation Practices ............ 12,038.38
Released to State., . .......... ... 208.31

Balance ........... =T b\ Tk e e aas s D

‘inancial Statement of the
Monroe County Soil Conservation District

IIIM-BUDGET

L AT C AR T o Tt o nw o at e e O Beet gk m e L oeTS $12,400.00
Total paid on Conservation Practices ............ 12,400.00
BRIARCE oo akias 25 5 55 ST AN A BT laa! o e = a[s SIKP At 0

e R ATIOCALTON (i - i s oe s e v oln i w1 4 m) W Wt wmn o i $38,514.50
Total paid on Conservation Practices ............ 37,822.00
Relbaged toState ' . i ciivitinman snxmasisae e s 692.50
R . AU ) Rm——p (o ) [ 0

B R I OCATIORNR I oo s o 8 e U N vy ol s LA e o s $26,000.00
Total paid on Conservation Practices ............ 25,182.38
B RInee P T . I i e wale g @ihe wa i e aials 817.62
e T ) vy L Ly DR SR R e gy $40,000.00
Total paid on Conservation Practices ............ 15,882.14
Potal Tunds obUgated: <. v voxvircanmansieesassinnies 21,922 .69
P EY (o T I e B S A e WU R TR et 2,195.17

FISCAL YEAR 1978

N W CODNCLALOTE (0 - v/x v ks s by v sis: avie-s ia w4 o m o vie oo as 28
New ConservationPlans . .uicicvavisa avavvin e e v socemis 7
Group InventoriesandPlans ............. ... ... ...... 2
R osion Con ol D AT S, s e D T e ) o DA s e e 19
Parallel Tile-Outlet Terraces ........coovevevnnsnnns 39,459
Water Impoundment Reservoirs ... .................... 27
DERINREE TS 3w i st v abs B AT AN Wlace s it e iarans 36,599

Land Adequately Treated

...........................
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Conservation tillage

on Ammons farm
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This land of Alan Ammons' in Troy Township is in its third year of
conservation tillage. Ammons is shown examining the results of his no-
till Eorn crop. He staried the conservation tillage program to ebtain both
lower machinery costs and lower operating costs. Pictured at left are the
brace roots on a stand of corn in the field. The ample moisture supply
early this year may leave the fall corn crop susceptible to wind and corn

borer damage more than usual.

Conserve
waler,
so1l loss

by tillage
¥

Conservation tillage reduces the loss
of soil or water compared to unridged,
clean tillage, according to Min
Amemiya, extension agronomist at lowa
State University.

Effectiveness of conservation tillage
systems depends on the amount and dis-
tribution of crop residues, surface
roughness and surface soil configura-
tion, he said. Such conditions are enhan-
ced by less moldboard plowing and un-
necessary secondary tillage prior to
planting.

The adoption of conservation tillage
makes it possible for farmers to have el-
ficient and profitable crop production, to
conserve soil and water resources, and
to improve environmental gquality,
Amemiva said.

Conservation tillage can lower crop
production costs by reducing time,
labor, and machine and fuel require-
ments, although some of these reduc-
tions may be partially offset by increaed
costs for pest control.

Crop yields usually are comparable to
those from conventional tillage systems,
Amemiya said, but conservation tillage
requires more management. As with
conventional tillage, good stands, effec-
tive pest control and adequate soil fer-

tility are necessary for maximum
yields, he added

Conservation tillage is adapted to a
broad range of soils and slopes. “‘It could
be the single most effective and leasl
costly means of reducing soil erosion.”
Amemiya said. He also noted that by
controlling erosion, conservation tillage
can contribute to the maintenance or im-
provement of water quality,

The specialist noted that lowa is in-
voived in a national program to main-
tain and improve the integrity of water

Surface runoff from agricultural land
carries pollutants into Jowa's waters, he
explained.

Pollutants occur as sediment caused
by Ssoil erosion, plant nutrients,
agricultural chemicals and organic mat-
ter. Of these, the major pollutant is sedi-
ment eroded from land and transported
to streams and lakes by runoff waters
Thus, sediment control through soil ero-
sion control measures can prevent or
reduce the generation of sediment and
related pollutants.

Conservation tillage systems control
erosion on level to gently sloping land,
which makes up more than half the land
in Towa,

"“This does not imply that terraces and
erosion control measures should not be
used," Amemiya said. ''But in many in-
stances, adoption of such practices is
costly or short-run economic return is
low."”

On sloping land, soil and water losses
can be reduced by providing a mulch of
plant residues or a rough soil surface. If
fall tillage is necessary, Amemiya says
a chisel plow can be used on the contour
or across the slope. A once-over system
such as a till planter or a slot planter
May Prove promising on sloping land, he
added.

On level to nearly level land on the up-
lands, operations tha! provide surface
residue and cloddy overwintering sur-
faces promote surface drying and
protect against wind erosion. By reduc-
ing the number of trips, soil compaction
and soil crusting potential are
minimized. These soils are often slow to
dry in the spring, Amemiya said, so
some fall tillage with a chisel plow and
till planting are desirable

"The better drained the soil, the less

tillage needed,” Amemiya said. Crop
residue reduces evaporation of soil
water on sandy soils, which makes slot
planting or till planting advantageous,
he added

Using the proper tillage equipment at
the right time of year and on certain soil
conditions can also help soil and water
conservation, Amemiyva said.

Chisel plowing in the fll is preferred
over spring plowing. But using a [ield
cultivator in the spring may not always
produce desired results. Disking or strip
tillage may be needed to firm the soil
and provide a good seedbed to obtain
stands comparable to conventional
tillage.

Fall disking leaves less residue than
chisel plowing and may resull in more
wind erosion over the winter months
Disking in the spring is well adapted to
late springs when weather or soil condi-
tions do not allow for fall or early spring
tillage.

Till planting provides good stands ex-
cept on poorly drained, heavy textured
soils, when planting on top of ridges is
more successful. Ridges should be made
across the slope for best erosion control

Weed control problems are most
severe with slot planting, especially on
sod, Amemiva said, *'It is essential Lo
provide sufficient weight for the coulter
to penetrate the undisturbed soil
Firmness of soil with continuous slot
planting decreases water infiltration
bul produces the best erosion control,
Amemiya said

Amemiva suggests that lowa farmers
adopt some form of conservation tillage
as part of their crop production
program. “Increased use of conserva-
tion tillage will go a long way in solving
lowa's erosion and water quality
problems,’ he said
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Sceded grass backslope

Mark Haselhuhn, Pleasant Township farmer, built these parallel tile
outlet terraces in the fall of 1977 and added others in the spring of 1978,
The land was seeded to corn this vear, The blackslope was seeded to
grass and the water has been controlled and the erosion has been stopped,

SOIL CONSERVATION

Holds your investment together

Don'’t let your dollars
erode with your land

You've Got o0 Tremendous Investment in Your Form —an Investment

preserve our land-practice

Only With Sound Soil and Water Conservation Can You Prevent Your
Dollars from Disappearing with Your Topsoil.
Soil Conservation Pays Dividends — a Good Return on Your Investment.

FDIC '-

MAIN BANK - North Side of Square |
MOTOR BANK - 303 Benton Ave. E. ,

in Dollars and an Investment ot Years of Labor. Only With Sound Soil

and Water Conservation Practices Can You Protect Thot Investment,




THE LAND THAT
PROVIDES YOUR
LIVELIHOOD

The soil. It holds a wealth of
potential in the products
we grow. By rotating crops,

115 S. Main St.

irrigating, replanting,
we help to keep
our land rich and

128 S. Main St.

fertile . . . and assure
future growth.

Hwy. 137 North

25 Benton Ave. W,

O ur most cherished possession is
the land that we live on. The
fields, forests and parks serve us all
with an abundance of natural resources
and beauty. Our lives are enriched by
the treasures we reap from the land.
And so it is for all of us to treat it
with care.

W

€ must preserve the rich fertile
soil and all that 1t pruvldcs.

Bl
Let's preserve our land through soil conservation. '*,g

Marion Co. Savings &
Loan Association

16 South Main  Other Offices at Knoxville, Pella, Carlisle and Corning.

Duea Chevrolet and

Felton’s Welding
Adams Body Shop

Goff cmd Nash

Our future is tied to the farm.

N

East Side of Square

Phone 932-5131

Oldsmobile

Phone 932-5172

Albia Auto Supply

Phone 932-5152

Albia, lowa

Phone 932-5815

AUTO BODY AND GLASS

Phone 932-2515

Auto Parts

Phone 932-7229 |

What we take from the land we must
replace. What we destroy through
negligence and carelessness we must
rebuild, or this “endless spring” of
bounteous earth will surely run dry.

et's put a stop to the destructive

L forces that are exhausting our
wellspring and initiate a constructive
effort to keep this abundant land

thriving. We must start now.



oil and water conservation

The problem . . .

The solution . . .

The pictures at the left illustrate the erosion which was taking
place along the roadside and on the Roy Rinehart farm in
Franklin Township.

Involved in the solution were Rinehart, Monroe County, and the
State of lowa,

A structure was builtl to stabilize the ground below the highway.
Water was impounded up to the road fill, helping to stabilize the
grader diteh and prevent further erosion there.

This series of pictures of the erosion and the work in progress
was taken by Keith Edwards of the Monroe County SCS office,
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Graded

terraces

These graded terraces on the
farm of Carl F. Kietzman, Jr., in
Bluff Creek Township, illustrate
the lasting value of sound
conservalion practices. The
outlines of five terraces are visible
in this photo. The terraces were
built approximately 15 yvears ago
and are still serving their purpose,

Save the soil!

It’s everybody’s future

Tire Change. .. Servicing

During Harvest Season

® Keep equipment in running
repair. Call us for all your tire
maintenance.

B & J DX & Tire Service

113 No. A. 932-5502

Y 4 e .. .
;| - 3 LY
{1 *.#_;;"'\:" -

EX

CAVATING

CONTRACTORS

DUER HARDWARE

Trenching
Backhoe
Water Lines

Septic Tanks
Gould Pumps

. Melrose, lowa
{ Ph. 726-3458

7.8 »a | _
Neighbors join hands

John Blomgren, Bluff Creek farmer, is pictured at the left
with the outlet on terraces built this spring. But it's his
neighbor's water which runs down on the land. Blomgren and
James Bonnett joined in the construction of the terraces, on
Bonnett's land and on Blomgren’s, and cooperated to slow the
runoff down to a walk.

N SO,
EROSION

John Deere
80-hp 2840

W e

ters of soil and water and energy conservation
on and off the farm. Sound farming methods,
good conservation practices, and the right
machinery for the job combine to save our
precious natural resources.

Henderson Implement Co.

Jot. Hwy. 5 & 137 N.




livestock
tcaler
pond

This new livestock water pond
has a bit more water in it this week
than when this picture was taken
less than a week ago. It was built
by Drs. Dean Stocker and Howard
Lindaman as part of their Albia
Animal Clinic on old U.S. 34 west of
Albia. The pond was built this sum-
mer and is now heing [enced.

Surface Mining Control Aect
protects the environment

Those who favor coal for use as an
alternative energy source and those who
want farmland saved should both be
satisfied with the Surface Mining Con-
trul and Reclamation Act of 1977. The act
benefits both sides.

The new federal law protects the
public and the environment by requiring
surface miners to return land currently
being mined to equal or higher quality. It
also provides [unds for reclamation of
areas mined in the past

Money for the reclamation comes not
from taxpayers, but is paid by the min-
ing industry, according to Rollin Swank,
assistant state conservationist with the
Soil Conservation Service, and Marvin
Hoss, director of the Division of Mines
and Minerals. Both admit, however, that
the cost eventually will be passed on to
CONSUMEeErs

A reclamation fee of 35 cents per ton of
coal is levied on surface coal mining
operators and put into a fund ad-
ministered by the Department of In-
terior. This money, along with a percen-
tage provided by the landowner, is used
for reclaiming previously mined and
currently mined land

lowa is affected because ol the in-
creasing amount of mining in the state

Aboul 80 acres of coal are mined each
vear in Iowa, but Ross said that amount
i1s expected to increase to 150 acres by
1979, Add to that about 12,000 acres of
land that has already been mined and
needs to be reclaimed

Reclaiming mineland is expensive.
Estimates range from $4,000 to $6,000
per acre. The key to successful reclama-
tion is planning by landowner and miner
Both must agree on how the land will be
reclaimed and the anticipated land use.

In addition to the expense, there are
many problems in getting mined land
back to plants. The area must be
smoothed, and problems with acid must
be solved. Acid in coal mining areas is
caused by oxygen action with pyrites in
the shale, which causes sulfuric acid.

Keeping shale separate from the other
soil materials and covering it with clay
during reclamation helps reduce acid
conditions, Ross said. Research is also
being done to find more acid-tolerant
plants, he added.

When reclamation is done in conjunc-
tion with active mining, some of the good
soil taken from over the coal can be
placed back over the regraded mine
spoil. This reduces reclamation cost.

Two land reclamation programs are to
be administered in lowa by state and
federal agencies. The mine landowner is

required to [urnish funds in both cases.

When lowa gets a federally approved
regulatory program, 50 percent of the
federal tax paid by lowa coal miners will
be returned to lowa [or yse in the aban-
doned mine program.

Another program, the Rural Aban-
doned Mines Program (RAMP), is ad-
ministered through the Soil Conserva-
tion Service and the amount the landow-
ner pays is determined by a sliding scale
on a cost-share basis, Swank said. The
landowner pays up to 20 percent and the
money from the mining fee pays the rest
of the reclamation cost. The program
receives 20 percent from federal money

presenve our lond-practice

SOIL CONSERVATION

BUIK
BLEND
FERTILIZER

The balance of the fund is appropriated
by the Secretary of the Interior, either to
the state or to other programs for
reclamation purposes.

Reclaiming mined land is a good
idead, but 50 percent of the avallable
funds for reclamation are contingent
upon the state of lowa developing
legislation to enforce the new federal
mining law, said Jim Gulliford, assistant
ecologist at lowa State University.

lowa will have to adopt its state laws.
to be as tough as the federal law, he ad-
ded. When the state law agrees with the
federal requirements, lowa will be eligi-
ble for federal money for reclamation

PRACTICE SOIL
CONSERVATION - SAVE

THE TOP SOIL
A Strong Root for Growth

That's What Goode’s Service Is All About!

Complete Fertilizer Service

+Bulk Blend
+Bagged Starters
+Seed-Fertilizer

Blends
+NH3
+Liquid 28 Nitrogen
Application Service
+Dry Bulk Spreading

+Custom Spraying
+Weed & Feed

Application
Equipment Rental
+Fertilizer Spreaders
+Crop Sprayers
Accurate Soil Tests

YOU GET IT ALL AT

GOODE FERTILIZER

ALBIA
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Charles
Scott

ifarm

Pictured on this farm of Charles
Scott in Bluff Creek Township are
some graded older terraces, still

'3 performing well in controlling
3 water runoff and in preventing ero-

sjion.

Three
fund

sSOoUurces

Fverett
Johnson
farm

These terraces on the Everett
Johnson farm in Mantua Township
were built in the summer of 1978
and the end of the terraces will be
extended following the crop har-
vest. A total of 2,500 feet of terraces
have been built on the cost-sharing

program.

“At least one county in ITowa now has
three sources of cost-share f[unds
available for landowners installing per-
manent conservation practices,” ac-
cording to Leon Foderberg, resource
conservationist for the lowa Department
of Soil Conservaltion. A newly-authorized
program in Polk County, will provide
$340,000 in funds for cost-sharing with
landowners over the next two years.

The program is jointly administered
by the lowa Department of Soil Conser-
vation and the Polk County Soil Conser-
vation District in cooperation with the
U.S. Department of Agriculture’'s Soil
Conservation Service (SCS)

The Iowa Department of Soil Conser-
vation continues to provide cost-share
money to soil conservation districts. The
funds are appropriated annually by the
Iowa General Assembly and channeled
to districts by the department,

Since the [irst appropriation was
made in 1973, the lowa General
Assembly has appropriated $19.45
million for the state-funded, cost-share
program. Over 10,000 landowners and
district cooperators have received
funds.

Allocations to districts are made on

the basis of lowa's conservation needs
inventory and are subject to approval of
the State Soil Conservation Committee,
the policy-making arm of the depart-
ment. The district must obligate its in-
itial allocation before asking [or ad-
ditional money. Unobligated [unds are
recalled and reallocated according to re-
queslts received.

Portions of any given appropriation
are held in reserve for priority work in
water-sheds above publicly-owned lakes
or to be used for cost-sharing mandatory
soll conservation measures required by
the Jowa érosion control law

Districts are allowed to cost share on
a listing of eligible practices also ap-
proved by the State Soil Conservation
Committee. Applicants must sign up as
district cooperators and complete a con-
servation plan before they are eligible to
receive funds.

The landowner cannol receive more
than 50 percent of the estimated cost of
the project as calculated by the district
staff. It 1s also the landowner's respon-
sibility to secure and supervise a con-
tractor, Copies of paid bills must be
provided by the cooperator in order to be
reimbursed for the completed work.

From July 1, 1977, to June 30, 1978, $3.2
million of these state cost-share funds
were used in conjunction with the com-
pletion of some 758 miles of terraces: 514
lineal feet of sediment control basin; 163
grade stabilization structures; 237,132
lineal feet of waterways; 185 acres of
pasture and hay planting; 103 acres of
critical area plantings; and 2,640 lineal
feet of field windbreaks.

The Agricultural Conservation
Program (ACP) administered in lowa
by USDA's Agricultural Stabilization
and Conservation Service i1s similar to
that of other states. Iowa's ACP allot-
ment for 1976 was $6 8 million. The 1977
total was $7.5 million with payments for
terraces, waterways, tiling, erosion con-
trol structures, water impoundment
reservoirs, and permanent vegetative
cover accounting for more than 83 per-
cent of the program payments

The 1978 ACP program for lowa is
nearly the same as offered last year,
funded at §7.3 million

Final determination of practices of-
fered and the rate of cost-share
assistance to be provided i15s made by In-
dividual county ASC commitlees. Pay-
ment is limited to $2,500 per individual
per vear




For land’s sake...

[ se conservation
tillage next vear

These two pictures illustrate the use of conservation tillage in
Monroe County. The upper picture was taken on the Dennis
Crall farm and the lower picture on the Paul Koffman farm.

Farmers may use a no-till (slot till) system in which the
ground is disturbed only where the seed is planted.

Till planting (strip till) is done with a special planter. The
seed is planted in a narrow, tilled strip and residues are pushed
or left between the rows.

Chisels, disks or other equipment can be used for
conservation tillage—if the soil isn't overworked. Chiseling or
disking soybean fields in the fall makes them highly susceptible
to soil erosion.

We're pleased at the part that Albia Light and
Railway has had over the years in developing the use
of electricity on farms in the area. The wise use of
electricity has eased many of the tasks of area far-
mers, increasing productivity and promoting sound
conservation farming.

Like the farm equipment, like the many hands in
your household, the electrical energy on your farm is
to be used wisely.

Make electricity serve your needs. Bul use it
wisely and conserve it

Conservation of energy—whether electrical,
water, or ‘growing power’ in our soil—is everybody’s
concern.
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ALBIA LIGHT
AND RAILWAY COMPANY

“YOUR PARTNER IN ALBIA'S PROGRESS"
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