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He believes conservation 

Repair work 
Don Chickenng of near Floris is doing 
some repair work at hi s farm . 
Chickermg was earlier named a Davis 

• • 

County winner in the 
Conservation Awards Program. 

Iowa 

By MA RY RUNKLE 
Farm Feature Editor 

i"H'I1 If t ht•re "ere no 
t·o~l ~h;11 Il1g program m 
l'fkd to t•m·ourage farmers 
to do t'ol1~l'IYallon \\Ork I'd 
go :•lw;ul '' tt h conservation 
J)I'<U'lH'l'~ 011 m~· O\\TI as 1 
could ;~!lord it." says Don 
Chi<'kt•nng. local ,,,nner for 
this yt·at·'s Iowa Soil 
('ol1st•r' at IClll Achievement 
1\warcls Program. 

Chu·k<'l'ing who farms &10 
ant·~ 1" o mi lt•s northwest of 
Finns. has bet>n a l:OOperator 
Ill till' J>;l\ IS County Soil 
Consl'l'\ ,11 ion Dtslrtl'l for 
sC\ c11 ~cars . 

I k nunmcnts, " I think tt 
takes a \\ htle for some of the 
t•onM'I'\ alton work to pay off. 
but some of it. like pasture 
n•no' atwn. pays off real 
qutck lie added that he 
thought the local service 
offered big help to farmers 
,.,. h o " a n l e d h e I p 1 n 
1mpro\ ing thetr fa 1m 

\\'ith the kind of land we 
ha\e 111 Da' is County, there 
probably aren l many farm.s 
hen• that couldn't be 
improved with some 
t•onscn·ation work.'' notes 
Chtek('ring, who has cleared 
a lot of brush but has some 40 
acres left 

Ill s own consen at10n 
praetices mclude 33 acres of 
rO\\ crops on contour. 4 acres 
of shaped seeded 
"aterways : 2 6 acres ol 
terraces , some w1th tile 
outlets: 0.6 acres of di\'ersion 
terraces ; 2 ponds, 3 erosion 
control structures. 119 acre!' 
of renovated pasture ; and 
mstallation of 3.200 feet of 
open dramage ditch as well 
as 2,500 feet of existmg 
dramage ditch. 

The owner-operator \\1nner 
m Dms10n I. Chickenng \\ill 
ret'Cl\'e a plaque. presentt'<l 
b~ the Bloomfteld 
'\e,,·spapers at the rumual 
D a , . 1 s C o u n t y S o 1 I 
Cons en· at ion D 1st r H t 
meeting . He \\Ill also 
compete agamsl other 
farmers at distnct in the 
stJte v .. tde program 
sponsored by the Des l\lomes 
Reg1ster and Tribune and 
consen all on ~·-oup:.. 

'Anv consen·ahon work 
not onl~ helps the ta1mer \\ho 
has 1t done but other people 
around him notes 
Chickering who added that 
e,·er\' t>rosion structw·e put 111 
helps to\\ ard flood control 

\ member of the Srop 
Creek Watershed Committee. 
Ch1ckenng commented, ''I 
thtnk we can see some 
difference 111 floodmg of Soap 
Creek as compared to 20 
years ago 1t tsn't as \\1ld as 
it used to be And it's the 
fellows on upstream who 
haw helped us dO\m here. ·• 

Most of h1s crop ground 1s 
on bottom land . Last year. he 
had 200 acres of com that 
a\'eraged 140 bushels per 
a ere I hs 27 acres of beans on 
r<>nted ground made 41 
bushels per acre and he savs 
his own 50 acres of beat1s Uits 
y('ar look equally as good 

Besides gram gro\\ mg . 
Chickering has 52 stock cows 
and feeds out h1s O\\TI cal\'cs 
and sometime::. buys extras. 
' I hke to sell he1fers \\hen 

they are 900 to 1000 pounds 
and steers about a hundred 
pounds hea\·Jer, ·· he says His 
stock cows are mosth black 
with some Shorthomtn thern 
" I hke to have a little drurv in 
my beef breed so the caives 
will get more rrulk and gro\\ 
faster " he said 

· I thought of getting a 
horse to work stock. but fowld 
out you can't beat a 
motor<:ycle for locating new 

cal\ es. or checkmg anti 
chasmg cows,'' he said lie 
added, " When straymg cows 
hear that motor. they head 
right back "here they belong 
bet·ause the' knO\\ the~ can't 
outrun the machme" 

C'htckenng has had hogs m 
the past but hasn't for t\\O or 
three vears now. He says he's 
thmk1~g about getting some. 
though, to eat up extra com 

His farm extends to the 
llOl-th cd.,;:c of Flo• i ~ und ht -t 

father hves right aeross the 
road so the two " work 
together qutte a btt" 

Chtckerings ha\C s ix 
chtldren. all at home Diana. 
16 ; Donme, 15 . Doug. 1-1 ; 
Danny, 13 ; Debbie 11 and 
Danelle. 16 months The 
children naturally get m on 
the work at the Chickering 
farm 

Ask hts favonte farm work. 
ChJt•kcnng sa1d. ··Puttmg m a 
crop, takmg care of 1t and 
gl'llmg 1t han ested " He sa1d 
he also liked workmg on 
mach111er~ 'If I couldn't 
fa1 ·m I d go back to 
implements. and machamc 
\\Ork He JS now domg 
r e p a i r '' o r k on h 1 s 
crawler-tractor and on ramy 
day~. he does some O\erhaul 
jobs for ne1ghbors 

" lt 's hard to beat a farm 
life I enJOY my freedom," he 
says H1s wife. Kay. put m. 
'Yes he's much happier on 

the farm, e'en though each 
year we think 1t 's going to be 
easier but we find \\e're 
\\Orking harder·· 

About conser\'atton \\Ork 
planned for future vears. Ka\ 
laughed. 'I've heard Don sa; 
we could keep a bulldozer 
bus;. for a year here " 


