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FORWARD

At best, reports are dry, uninteresting, znd lack cherscter end

personality. But, on the -other hemd, they ere s necessary es the

. sho€s we wear, Certain times of the year, they ere needed, and save

emberressment.

Size of the report isn't importent, because if this were true, the
"cow could cetch the rabbit" -- as the Pennsylvenia Dutchman would
say.

We do appreciste the essistence given the Davis District, by the
Devis County Papers, Bloomfield Chami:er of Commerce, Service Clubs, FFA,
County ¥viension Service, Agriculivre iabilizetion snd Conservation
Committecs and Farmers'! Homz Adwiiis veblon.

The wmoest impertent of all, is the tirancisl assistance given
the District by the State, through the 1-A end 2-A funds. Without
this he'y, “he District would be without it's secretary end & part time
techwicie:. Without this help, the Districtts eccomplishments would

be recuced by et le=ct 20 per cent.



COMMISSIONERS! ACTIVITIES

Twelve reguler meetings were held during 1960 in addition to
the Annusl Meeting, tours end szttendance to the Stete and Netional Soil
Conservetion District Commissioners Meetings.

Cley C. Bernett and Mrs., Barnett, ettended the Stete Meeting of
the National Associsztion of District Commissioners, in Februery, 1960.

Commissioner, Herold C. Bzughmen, end Mrs. Baughmen, attended the
Iowa ’ssociation of District Commissioners! in Davenport, Iowe during
the yeer,

TOURS AND MEETINGS

During October 1960, e tour was held with the Rotary and Lions
Service Clubs, consisting of 70 members end L5 farmers and guests,

The West Grove Methodist Church Ledies Group served & grand chicken
dinner and Dr. Geo. Browning, Director, Experimental Stetion, I». State
University geve the conservation asddress.

In November, 2 joint tour of SCS, Extension Service, ASC end Soil
Conservation District personnel made en all-day tour of conservation
farms where new practices had been established; The group met et the
Royal Cafe, in Bloomfield, for lunch. 28 sttended this tour.

Meny other progrem plenning and workshop meetings were held by the
District Commissioners and cooperating egencies,

We cooperated with the County ASC Committee in developing 2 con-

servation booth at the Davis County Feir, during August 1960.



1960

ACCOMPLI SHMENTS

New Cooperators
Basic Plans Written

Contouring

Conservation Cropping Systems

Grassland Renovation
Tree Plenting

Lend Grading

Drsinage Structures
Road Risers

Drop Inlet Structures
Toe Well Structures
Terraces (Standard)
Terraces (Cut snd Fill)
Diversion

Grass Waterweys

Meins & Laterals (Drazinsge)
Surface Field Drain
Prainsge Improvement

Acres Soil Mapped

Number
Number
Acre
Acre
Acre
Acre
Acre
Number
Number
Number
Number
Mile
Mile
Mile
Acre
Mile
Mile
Acre

Acre

57
35
2061

5809
601

27
Lo

1L

36
12
16
118
15

79k
12680



"QUEEN OF CONSERVATION ~ 1.960"

The original, "Queen of th§ Furrow" Contest, sponsored by the Devis
Soil Conservstion District was éhanged to "Queen of Conservation" for the
yesr, 1960,

The county contest wes held during the Drakesville 0Old Settlers'
Reunion, July 22, 1960, in Drakesville, Iowa

1L Davis County girls participated in the Contest, with Miss LaVers
Smith, dsughter of Mr, end Mrs, Jemes Smith, being chosen winner, snd Miss
Cerolyn Sulliven, dsughter of Mr, end Mrs. Robert Sulliven, es her attend-
ent,

These two girls sdvanced to the Regionasl Contest, which wes also held
in Davis SCD, this year. This Regional Contest wes held on August 19,
during the Davis County Fair.

SPEECH CONTEST

The Speech Contest for the District, was won by David Sweim, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Cherles Swaim, Sr., snd he wes also runner-up in the State
Contest held st Davenport, Iows, during the Iows Association Soil Conser-

vation District's Annusl Meeting.

WILDLIFE

The winter of 1959 and 1960 wes so serious from the standpoint of deep,

wet, snows, that most of the food end cover wes covered too deeply for queil

to survive, Many rasbbits were smothered in burrows and squirrels were un-
eble to get to the ground to uncover food they had buried, eerlier.

Very few ponds hed fish kill, and large pond fishing was the best in

the county. In 1960, LS5 ferm ponds were stocked with large-mouth or black

bess, bluegill end channel cetfish, 23,000 fish 21l together, including 2800

channel cetfish, Channel Cat were stocked in ponds of one surface acre of

water or more in size.



FORESTRY REPORT

This yeer, was s good yeer for tree planting in Devis County. A totel
of 25,000 pine trees were planted,

Those who plantgd'§this yeer weres Phil Babcock, John Robinson, James
Beiley, Howard Grey, JRobert Boetmen, Dr. R, E, Resmussen, Norman Hansen,
Cerlon Carey, Herry Wegler, ond Lloyd Wheeler, These people have placed lend
into producing 2 cygp which is not in surplus.

In seven or eight yeesrs, these trees will be Christmes tree size. A
thinning can be meke ot this time, which would net 2 good profite In
fifteen yesrs, anoth’: thinning ¢an be made for fence postss Pine fence
posts cen be successfully treated by sosking them in "pente", In 20
yeers, the trees will be pulpwood size, A series of pulpwood thinnings
could be started st this time, At present, there is 2 pulpwood mill in
Southeast Iowas which has imported pine pulpwood from S. Dzkota, They
ere psying 2 premium for Iowe Grown pine, Pine has 2 longer fibre then
native woods,.

Eventuelly, sbout 200 to 250 trees, per acre, could be left to develop
into sawlogs. Davis County hes a2 lerge number of acres which can be
profitably devoted to raising pine trees, FPine plantations will make en
edditionel crop, provide off-seeson work, and improve the value of a farm
for sale purposes, A potential buyer of a farm would place more velue
on a crop of pine then on an eroded or brushy areess Only one timber
menagement plsn was drawn up in Davis County, in 1960.

Now is the time to start menaging your woodlot for greater profite.
High quality trees asre becoming more scerace. . Properly menasged woodlots,
will produce high quality timber which will net more money, per acre in the
long run, The sooner you practice good forestry, the sooner your lezy
acres will become profiteble acres,

Bruce Plum

District Forester



WATERSHEDS

Present indicstions are that the work plan for the Big Wyscondah
Watershed will be started, this yeer.

Considerasble land treatment work, contouring, terraces, waterwsys,
etc., was completed in the watershed during 1960. Much more work remeins
to be done, though and fermers in the Big Wyacondeh Watershed sre being
encouraged to epply these needed practices as rapidly as they can.

Interest has been shown regerding possible wetershed development
on Soep Creek, Fox Creek, and Certer Creek, but to date, no formal petit-

ion for sssistance hes been made by farmers living in these arees.

CHANGES BEING MADE

Grade A dairy enterprises ere on the increase, Twenty-five milking

parlor setups, twenty of which are now shipping milk to the St. Louis

Mo. Milkshed, the balance to Des Moines and England Deiry Company, in Bloom-

field. These deirymen own in excess of 1500 dairy stock.
Since 1956, when we had e severe drouth - having only one inch of
reinfall for 2 6 month period, we have been increasing our roughege type

livestock as followss

KIND 1958 1959 1960 incresse
Beef & Deiry Cows 17,L8L 18,806 19, 827 2343
Feeders - pastured 927 1,0L0 1,258 331
Sheep 33,820 37,721 38,796 Lok

Hog =nd feeder cettle heve incressed very little.
Hogs 2,250 3,06k 2,888 638

Meny of the lambs and beef celves are fed "out" on Devis County

Ferms, using & lsrge smount of the grasin produceds



EtNANGTAL REPORT
Bslence ‘ $1225,16
INCOME « o ¢ o o o o6 o o s o oo o 433536
EXDENSeS o o s ¢ s 8 5 6 8 ¢ o » v o HLEESEL
Belenoe s o « » o « o o o5 o s o o 117,88

Dele Blackwell, Tressurer

CONCLUSION

The most vslusble resource of this District, is the secil. Gold
is more spectaculer, iron, hess in two generations, mede men much weglthier,
copper hes opened up grest possibilities of advancing techniques, but
it is the soil which produces the lasting end essential weelth of the
nation.

"Good food, grown of good soil, properly prepared, will do more than
all the medicines in the world to make live longer and happier for the
sverage individual" - states Jonethen Formen, M, D,

We sre not reslly taking our job of stewardship serious enough.
Progress is slow, because we do not accelerate our promotion, educetion
end espplicstion phases of the progrem. This, we must do in the 1960!s,

Farmer end businessman = alike:
# 2 % % o3 8 N

The preceding report was read end spproved during »p regulsr meeting
of the Dovis County Soil Conservstion District Commissioners. Said meet-

ing wes held on Merch 1, 1961, in Bloomfise; /ijr Iows
b
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