
Many Benefits of 

/ Soil Stewardship 
jNamed · his Week 
: By 

Service 
The wa you and 

I live is feeling the benediction of 
soil stewardship. 

Our watershed is made of soil 
and the things that grow in and 
on the soil. It may be large or 

1 small. From it, or the larger wa­
tershed of which it is a part, flows 
the water we use 1 whether we 
get it through the city water sys­
tem, from a well or from a moun­
tain stream by our summer camp. 

Soil stewardship,- or . soil and 
water conservation, influences the 
soil. It gives soil the mellow, l'ife­
containing feel that makes us love 
to sift a handful through our fing­
ers on a balmy spring day. 

But it also taffects our food sup-
. plies, raw material for industry, 

incomes of t "vidual and the 
community, ty of the land-
scape, numb "nds of wild-
life, water su their effi-
cient use, and 
size of floods. 

At least some of the above facts 
have a deep significance to each 
of us. They are the reason man 
does feel a spiritual kinship to the 
soil and a moral responsibility to 
take good care of it. They tare the 
reason Soil Stewardship Week, 
May 22 to 29 sponsored by the N a­
tiona! Association of Soil Conser­
vation Districts and cooperating 
national church organizations, has 
become ta nationally recognized 
event. 

To fail in our soil and watershed 
stewardship is to imperil the fu­
made my pleasant portion a deso­
sources on which man must depend 
for all time. For the Psalmist tells 
us, "they shall inherit the earth 
... and their inheritance shall be 
forever.'' 

Man sometimes 
mi13,h 12:10 we 
made by 

- late , wild~ Psalmist 
promise4f, " e m h me to lie 
down in green pasture . . • He 
leadeth me beside the still waters." 

Man had a choice the1i - as he 
does today. Let us each manage 
our "pleasant portion" so we may 
enjoy the green pastures and the 
still waters. 

l believe America has made its 
choice. 


