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I. · Background 

a. A Letter of Intent. to .enter into a cooperative soil survey tor 
Louisa County llf&$ signed by the County in S·~pts·mher 1973. 

b. The -County's investment t'ia$· $50eOOO • . T'oia money covered 
appr-oximately or~~· ... third of the cost of th.e field · ~~c~rk. ':&"ha state o:~' 
!OWi and the fe~e~al Government each contributed sppr~~imet~ly one­
.thil"d of the cost or the field work·. 

o. The · field mapping .start~d in June 1979 and will be complated in · Junf! 
l 

1983 .. 
' I' 

d. · Louisa County consists of 257 ~920 acres or 11'.19 .townships. Rule of 
thumb -- approximately three-quarters of a man-year is requi.t~ed to · 
do the field work ~.n one township. • 

e. Soil Scientists that wori~ed in the cou:1ty and contt"ibJJtcd to the 
soiln.apping included: Melvin D. Brown, Pt::rty.Leader; Bennie 
Clarl{~, Jr., Richar'd Lensch, and Tom 8ront.me10t·•. 

: .. i: '. ~. •. '. 

II. Statisti.c~ ·~ . 
; _ 

,., ··,- ' 

b. 14b soil ~;apping ~mit! were identified in the county. E~!ampl.e: 

Otley s1.1~ ... y clay loamv 5 to 9 percent $lopGs, moderately e:roded., 

~~tl~;e: A soil series i:J iderrt.ificd by a soil name. l'h-o s :t}..l name cr~':~n 

TS'te.iC'"en · frcmJ the town or co~nty tih'lre the soil was first 
id·eutified .;.nd ~stablished as a sories., 

c. 

A so.i~ ~.£l!hl( unit incluties· the soil z'i'ries, te~tu,:n.~e of the 
tilled late~q, slope cla:Js •. nnd erosion class.. . . . . 

All soil deline~tion:; on \,he soil map s;1e~ts arc. for . sc,:tl ~.fd.n!! 
. i 

3 new soil se~i.es ~fie pTr-!)posed t..o ba est .~b:tJ.sher.d as a t"'~;:.o.ult of the 
Louis::a <. n1.•nt.v soil surv~y.. 'tate type location of the propos·ed B$t'1es 
are in i.r;~o•i:;;~ t'1r i··~~~scot1~ne· cfit~nty ·. ~l!9::Jrt~ .saries sr~: . Elrick, 
L~t:.tB, end TouhGad. ) ~ · :::•.. ,i . /!.: ,, ' 

~.y . 
.. ...- Mor~ _. 
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d.. 11 soil association areas were identified in the criunt.y. 

e. '7 ·. land · capabill:ty classes were identified. Exampl,e: Class I, Class 
II, etc. Class I land has few or now physical limitations foro cr.-,p . 
producti~n. Higher numbered classes have increasing number of 
physical limitations~ 

f~ ;· ' Approximately 250· detailed soil .profile descrip.tions, 900 soil fi~lrJ 
notes and 30 soil tnv.stigation projects, were made by the field 

. party. 

g. . Dur .:.ng the cou,rse of the sur·vey. soil s~mples were submit tad to the 
Io~.;a Coop~ra·tiv·e Soil Survey", Laboratory f.or mechanical analyses and 
soil pii. In addition, organic carbon and available phosphoru.s were 
determined for some of these samples. 

III. Publications . • I 

: ~ 

' , 

b. 

ApproximJtely 70 copies of the field she~ts will be made available . 
to the count·y. The field sheets will be one part of a two-part 
Advance ~eport. 

The Louisa County published soil survey report should be availeble 
in 198tS or 1987. 

Soil Survey Statu:1 of IvwaCour.ties 

a. 59 c.ount ies have -completed modern soil surveys !;na· have p:.~blished 
. reports available in _the count:Y•: 

b. 13 · counties have the field work completed for a rt:odern S~)il stu"vel' 
but the rt}pt;rt is not publi'shed. ::"'ouisa County is in this group of 
cour1t ies. · lO of these courit ies have ·advance t"'eports. 

·C '. 1-8 · count.-ies are presently being surveyed .• ~ Many fi,elrl s.heets a:re 
"vai la ~lc· f lr · inspt~ct io:-1 at the_ ·soil~ Con~ervat ion DitJtrict or Ct.)i..mty 
Extenslo:l ( (fices. 

d .. . · :4. cour.ties ll.ave si·gned letters ·:or i1ntent fo:!' o;i soil sut:>vel'· 
Starting 'dates frit the$e counties range from 1983 to 198!! • 

e. 3 cour~ties ....,ith publis"ed moder·n .sc-il surv~ys tl~ ... e in need cf ma jof 
updat i:ng. F :;.ans for field wori< to. be 1~1tiat~1 are sol-::eduled i"~ri 

· . 1983 ·and 1'98·l $ i - ·• · · · · · · 

·t-

r. ·. 2 counties w:d:.h modern SOil s~rveys are in need of maj{)r Up·dat.tt'lg • . 
'fhe3e oot..mtit:s cux';lt-.l ently · h:H.re no ~l.ans for i.n1tiating fi~!lci ·wok4k ~t 
a nJture dat ··~ 

' 1 . ~ ": 
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All of Iowa declared disaster 
By Mike Williams 
and Ron De Christopher 

Iowa Farmer Today 

he extent of Iowa's 
unprecedented flood­
ing came into full 
focus Tuesday when 
President Clinton 
declared .the entire 

state a disaster area. 

that "it's a pretty serious situation It 
just costs so much money to do it 
anymore" • 

This year's waterlogged situation 
is worse than the drought of 1988, 
Elder reasoned, because that year 
everything got planted before disas­
ter hit. 

"And with crop insurance of 
course, if you get it planted you've 
got some coverage. If you don't get 
it planted, you don't have anv" lu: 

said 
The statewide declaration is at 

least very .'are and possibly a fJ.rSt ~--~~;;1~ 
for the nation, sa1d Keith R dakav- -1 

---t~ 

ich, a public informati~ -:spee1alist 
with the Federal Emergency Man­
agement Ag~n~;y (FEMA) in Des 
1\ oin~s. , 

Also on Tuesday, USDA Secretary 
Mike Espy expanded his agricultur­
al disaster area declaration state­
wide. 

Emergency loans will be available 
through lhe Farmers Home Admin­
istration for crop Tosses. 

Farmers with at least 30 percent 
loss of normal production may be 
eligible for 4.5-percent-interest 
loans. 

Losses may be reported to county 
ASCS or FmHA offices. 

Gov. Terry Branstad on Monday 
requested Clinton's decree be 
expanded from 11 to all 99 counties, 
as incessant rain sweUed rivers, 
btolLe levees and drowned for now =-____ _...,...- anA otMl' lowaas· h opes or 
drying out. 

~th Clintan's-nrocl:>mation, all 
Iowans hit by flooding and other 
forces of nature this spring and 
summer can obtain federal aid. 

People needing help may call 
1-800-462-9029 or 1-800-462-7585 
~tween 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. 

Callers need ,to supply the follow­
Ing inforPlJlion: name, Social Secu­
rity number, address where flood 
vU:tiJu ~ staYing, \lescrlption of 
~~ dil'ectiorw to the damaged 
il~· and insurance policy 
U:if6imation. 

Til& DISASTER declaration fol­
lows- the announcement July 6 of 
changes in federal farm programs 
Espy said the "farmer-friendly" 
Clinton administration would make 
to aid water-stricken Midwestern 
Canners. . 

On July 4, Clinton proffered $1.2 
billion in aid for the Midwest dur­
ing his discussion with farmers on 
the Don and Elaine Schneckloth 
farm hear Eldridge in Scott County. 

After taking a helicopter tour of 

1FT photo by Ron De Chnstopher 

As more heavy weather bore 
down on Muscatine County last 
week, Nichols farmer Mark Elder 
pondered the situation during a 
trip to town. About 300 of his 
1,1 00 com and bean acres were 
either submerged or unplanted. 

flooded areas in the Des Moines 
area Wednesday, Clinton upped the 
ante to $2.48 billion. 

Even before Clinton arrived for 
his latest visit. though. Branstad 
expressed doubt the nearly S2.5 bil­
lion tigure would su.IT•(',. 

In han1-.lut .Souu.JI':"·- ~ ... wa. Nich­
ol-. fannPr J\lad( l!<lder. who has 
about 1.100 acres of corn and soy­
beans, tolJ Iowa Farmer Today last 
week, "I just hope that we get 50 
cents on the dollar." Espy in an 
Iowa visit June 30 pledged to work 
for that amount of coverage. 

Elder, who has about 160 acres 
under water and 140 acres unplant­
ed in Muscatine and Johnson coun­
ties, said Clinton and Espy are try­
ing to help. 

"They definitely realize, 1 think. 

Hay hotline 
The Iowa Department of , 

Agriculture's Emergency Hay 
Hotline, 1-800-383-5079, is avail­
able to link seUers of hay with 
livestock producers who may 
be sbort of forage due to losses 
from winterkill and flooding. 
The ag department will send 
lists of hay sellers to potential 
buyers. 

DtHAILS OF Espy's plan 
include 

• Farmers in Iowa and other 
Midwest states now have until July 
31 to report their actual planted 
acreage to the ASCS. 

• Farmers have until July 31 to 
sign up for the 0/92 Program 

Farmers who have lost crops or 
were prevented from planting can 
obtain ft'deral farm p1 ogram bene­
fits for 92 percent of their 1993 com 
acreage in spite of damages caused 
by this year's weather. 

This includes collecting defic-ien­
cy payments for unplanted crops, 
according to the USDA 

• Fanners have until July 31 to 
apply for prevented planting credit. 

e The mm1mum five-acre 
requirement for setaside acres IS 
waived. 

Farmers can put qualified ~oaKe<l 
~oils intQ setaside to meet con.~erva· 
• • u 1 dtrements and to take better 
advantage • •I land Jull dry 

Branstad and other Midwest gov· 
ernors discussed further federal 
assistance with Vice President AI 
Gore in a teleconference on July 9, 
as thunderstorms dropped more 
rain on Iowa and bordering states. 

Before their conference, Branstad 
said in addition to more aid, he 
would seek for farmers access to 
forage crops being grown on farm­
land taken out of production under 
federal conservation programs, and 
easing crop insurance rules which 
have blocked many farmers frOm 
being eligible for aid. 

Wet and chilly weather has cut 
into hay and other feed supplies. 

Farmers who have found them­
selves unable to plant a crop at all 
are generally not eligible for crop 
insurance payments. That insur­
ance system is designed to pay for 
crop losses, and doesn't come into 
play when there simply is no 
crop. 8 

The Associated Press contributed 
to this story 

1FT photo by Ron De Christopher 

Yes, one might say, Iowa is a river these days. This sin at Columbus Junction in Louisa County 
could easily refer to much of the state's waterloggedcondition last week. The Southeast Iowa 
town and surrounding farm fields - some of which ar submerged in this photo - fell victim to 
flooding from the converging Iowa and Cedar rivers. 
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Scattered, imited terrace destruction 
By Mike Williams 

Iowa Farmer Today 

onservation practices in 
Iowa seem to be holding up, 
despite saturated soils and 
relentless thunderstorms. 

Lynn Betts, Soil Conser­
• vation Service (SCS) infor­

mation officer in Des Moines, reports 
scattered terrace damage across the 
state. Most of the destructi.on seems to be 

on waterways. Western Iowa is faring 
better than the eastern part of the state. 
where more rain has fallen. • 

"Flooding is a problem. saturation of 
soils is a problem and there are isolated 
cases of severe erosion." Betts says. "I 
don't think, overall, that we're in one of 
our most-serious erosion years." 

Jones and Linn counties in Eastern 
Iowa received some "real gully washers" 
ju after July 4. But JUdging from coun­
t• spot checks and relatively quiet tele­
P 10nes. there haven't been many cases of 

severe damage John Breune. Jones 
County SCS district conservatiomsr,- c;a..Ys 
after some county drive-by examinatH.ns 
it appears the biggest problems have 
been gullies and channels carved in and 
around waterways 

His rough estimate is that about 
100,000 crop acres m Jones County lost 20 
tons or more soil per 3Cre after these 
rains. Bruene credits farmers' applica 
tion of conservation tillage systems and 
other soil saving practices with prevent­
mg more loss. 

"The soils are saturated. So without 
any infiltration the water goes r ight over 
the top," Breune says. "But m heavier 
residue areas sheet erosion ha~ been 
reduced dramatically." 

Most Linn County erosion spotted by 
Gene Wolter, SCS district conservation­
ist in Marion, was on fields where con 
servation practices were needed, but not 
in place. Wolter found established prac­
tices were working suprisingly well, 
despite the downpours. 

"I THINK the plant canopies stop ero­
sion more than we give them credit fo1·," 
Wolter says. "Farmers have done a lot of 
conservation work ;n the area the tast 
five years or so. and that's really show­
ing up. " 

Some new waterways in Dubuque 
County had a fair amount of damage, 
according to Greg Martin, SCS district 
conservationist in Epworth 

The more-established waterways with 
plenty of grass cover and proper mainte­
nance handled the water well. he adds. 

Flelds with conservation tillage prac­
tJces were holdiqg erosion co t1 coLenzoi<> 

lli!Ut-

1FT photo by Mike Williams 

On July 4, President Clinton, USDA Secretary Mike Espy, Gov. Terry Branstad 
and Iowa Agriculture Secretary Dale Cochran met with farmers near Eldridge o 
discuss flood damage. Clinton promised to release nearly $400 million in 
,...1osalag di~~aster funds and to ask Congress ~ shift ovor onvUn::r $l!eo million. 

;;:~~·-;~~-~~~~~~h~a~s;,r~ec~e~i~ved~~i~~-share have 
been no big 

1FT photo by Ron De Chnstopher 

The Iowa River last week, as seen from the high vantage point of the Columbus 
Junction bridge, cut traffic to one lane on Iowa Highway 92 east of town. 

farmers to >:>•orry their con-
servation stn. >~"ures. says Jay Fc.rd. 
SCS district cons~rvationist in Den­
ison. Most crops have been planted, 
and their development is ahead of 
many in the rest of the state. 
~ord says, "No-till has done real 

welL and co;:n stalks and high resi­
due have held up very well " 

Kevin McCall, SCS district con­
servationist in Shenandoah in 
Southwest Iowa, recently traveled 
across the state and reports <:enser­
vation practices looked as good as 
can be expected. 

"There's a lot of erosion in a lot 
of areas. even with conservation 
structures." McCall says. 

However, he's only heard of a few 
terraces eroding and isn't aware of 
any requiring a lot of repair. While 
e\~n some no-till fields may have 
sustained soil loss, adds McCall. 
they are in better shape than fields 
with no conservation practices. • 

~WATERLOG--------------~~~----------------------~---------------------------------------

conditions by 
from an air­

~~-ti'Viiew in mid-June, 
rn~J[lt itt doing well. 

says, 
~lt;_"!Jl ·WO wet. ... He 
'Dil•rmur. :except in 

. 

MID-MAY 1993 
Planting delays cause some farmers to switch 

from long-season hybnds to mid- to early season 
varieties. Late planting may c~use farmers to 
switch fertility and weed-control programs. Gov. 
Terry Branstad's Crop Condition Task F9rce -
which star;Jed in the 1980s as a drought task force 
- reconvenes and says this year's wet condi­
tions are worse than in 1991. Except for a few dry 
pockets, most Iowa farmers plant corn ~ate. 

o.IUNE 1993 
Some meterologists and chmatologtsts prectt 

the rainy spring may yield to a hot dry summ•r. 
Some even mention the 'D" word - drou91t. 
Because of the cold, wet wealher, USDA Secretry 
Mike Espy at m1d-month lets farmers m 19 lo'a 
counties harvest forage crops and graze llvestck 
on setaside lantl. Branstad's crop task force1s 
upbeat but says the weatl'\er has taken 1ts 1 I. 
Significant yield reduct1on Is predicted. 

LATE-JUNE 1993 
Wet. cool weather delays "first-cut­

ting alfalfa harvest Western Iowa 
farmer Craig McElrath of Movtlle, 
like many Iowans. fmds w1nter kill 
curtailed y1elds. "It seems like it 
rains every three days," he says. 
V1rgll Schmitt, Extens1on crop spe­
Cialist 10 Eastern Iowa, says the 
weatt1er also caused leaf d1seases. 

-.. 

JUNE 30, 1993 
With heavy rains - and the Mis­

sissippi River and tributaries over­
flowing their banks - Espy stops at 
the Dalen Miller farm near Dumont 
m Eastern Iowa as part of a flood 
lour. Pledging a "farmer-friendly" 
ag department, Espy promises to 
take action in a couple of weeks on 
aid to waterlogged farms. 

JULY 4, 1993 
Espy and President Clinton meet with farmers at the 

Don Schneckloth farm near Eldridge in ~,cott County. 
Clinton promises $400 million in disaster aid to Midwest­
erners and says he will ask Congress for another $800 
million. He says victims of flooding in the region wilt be 
treated similarly to people whose property was dam­
aged or destroyed by Hurricane Andrew in Florida last 
year. Espy pledged to work for relief of 50 cents on the 
dollar for people with flood -damage. 
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edgea between air masses, Iowa i~ storm haven 
By MCke Williams 

W hat's causing all 
rain? And more 
tantly, when wi it 

end? Those are two common 
quest ions among rain-pelted 
Iowa farmers these days. 

The cause 
very warm. humid air mass 

has lingered over the center of 
the Southeast United States for 
the past few months. State Cli· 
matologist Harry Hillaker 
explains. .At the same time, 
damp air has accumulated north 
of the Rockv Mountains. 

Iowa's proximity to where 
these weather systems meet 
resulted in Iowa's drenching. 

"Iowa is on the border 
between these two air masses. 
and so it's been the preferred 
place of thunderstorms to devel­
oR." Hillaker says. "It's not 
always abo''' us but moves 
around the Midwest. and we're 
in the middle of \t. So we're 
getting more rain in Iowa than 
anYwhere else in the U.S." 

in illinois. the north C~mtral 
and west central areas are m~t 
atlected by the storm systems. 
lllinois Climatologist Wayne 
WeDMand. ~a southwest Wis· 
....,...,;n IU>d .!'Outheast Minnesota 
~wai:f.rP __ 1l.fL.by At10ve-avC1ra.co 

For Iowa JunP J!'~ J.L.- ..... u · 
r-""":"::.~~• .... wee 1895, according to 

Wendland. For •Visconsin, Dli­
no.is Minnesota and Michigan, 
it was between the fifth- and 
seventh-wettest J\Dle. 

"That's because there's been 
such a sustained sequence of 
precipitation," says Wendland. 
"Rain has been falling at least 
every other day but setting few 
daily records." 

The change 
The bad news is the current 

situation is not expected to 
change soon. The National 
Weather Service calls for below­
normal temperatures and above­
normal precipitation for the 
next 60 to 90 days. 

However, the good news is 
such informatiOn is just a bit 
better than the flip of the coin 
and has limited value when 

1FT WATER 

ing to apply to specific cases. 
explains Wendland. That is, 

planting and harvest 
ICC<>rding to such forecasts. 

ELWYNN TAYLOR, Iowa 
University Extension eli· 

matologist, says the combina­
tion of a Jow,pressure system 
persisting over part of South 
Central Canada flanked by high 
pressure systems on both coasts 
seems to develop about every 
five to 10 years. 

Such weather systems persist 
for six to ejght weeks, bringing 
excessive moisture to the Corn· 
belt. excessive heat to the East· 
em United States and abnormal­
ly cold weather to the Northern 
Rocky Mountains. 

Most people want some clear 
explanation for such long-term 
weather situations. But .all three 
weather watchers are reluctant 
to pinpoint any parpcular en!· 
prit. They concede they don't 
know why. 

HILLAKER RELUCTANTLY 
speculates on the possibilit'l! of 
indirect effects from the Mt. Pin· 
atubo eruption in the Philip­
pines two years ago still contrib­
utes to the current weather 
system. 

But the cloud of Pinatubo's 
vo~nic ash that partially 
blocke<1 O'-'t the sun ended in 
199'2. 

The cloud ~ .led the entire 
Eo.rth an averae:e of one to nvn 

, 0"" --~ --viU.'Iul:) LO ttWa.Ker 
He says it's possible because the 
Earth cooled that much for 
many months. it's taking longer 
for it to warm up a degree or 
mote on average again. 

Generally speaking. lower 
temperatures accompany great­
er rainfall. Hlllaker adds. 

Taylor speculates the El Nino 
warming pattern in the South 
Pacific may be conspiring with 
the current systems keeping the 
stonn. system over Iowa. 

El Ninos have been known to 
cause weather patterns to 
remain closer to the equator 
than usual and delay spring 
weather's migration north. Last 
year, the same system persisted 
in the lower Mississippi Valley, 
he adds. 

Midwest weather patterns 
seem to show 20-year similari· 
ties, according to Taylor. He 

Richard Carlson, an ISU 

research climatologist, has 
noticed month-to-month weather 
conditions which seemed to 
repeat themselves in the early 
1950s, 1972·73 and 1992·93. 

"Such cycles are far from 
being scientifically established." 
cautions Taylor. "But the simi­
larities of the conditions is wor­
thy of note, 1!Specially in light of 
conditions following those perJ· 
ods" 

Widespread drought condi· 
tions occurred in 1954 and 1974 
over the Cornbelt. 

However Wendland doesn't 
feel E1 Nino plays a role. He 
adds Mt. Pinatubo blew up in 
January 1991, and by the end of 
1992' all evidence of it in the 
atmosphere was gone 

Satellites showed a cooling of 
the Earth's lower atmosphere. 
But temperatures were back to 
long-ter:m normal by 1992, be 
adds. Yet, clouds continue to 
congregate over Iowa and rain 
falls repeatedly. 

Despite their theories, Wen· 
dland. Taylor and Hillaker 
stress they don't know exactly 
why thl:. is happening and why 
the pattern doesn't break up and 
go elsewhere. 

"There is no big explanation. 
We don't have a good reason for 
it," Wendland says. "I wish we 
did." 

All the rain and flooding gets 
people's attention beca~ <>.Orne. 
sadly, lose their livelihoods or 
evon their lives, he says 

GLOBAL WARMING and 
ozone problems have nothing to 
do with the current weather sys­
tem, Wendland adds. 

"We can't attribute this to 
anything environment.U like 
that t>ecause n·s something nat­
ural but unusual," be says. 

"Floods like this have been 
going on long before we even 
thought about problems with 
the ozone or other workings of 
the atmosphere." 

During USDA Secretary Mike 
Espy's recent visit to Northeast 
Iowa, a farmer remarked that 
the wet spring and summer 
reminded him of the weather of 
1947. But Hillaker says there is 
a big difference. 

During the growing seasons 
of 1947 and 198.~ the weather 
changed froTT' .. xtremes of cold 
and wpt o not and dry. 

Wllik 1t's possible the weath· 

WEATHER 

71° 71° 72° 3.4 .. • 4.611 
" 5.411 

72° 72° 
5.5 .. 3.5 .. 

73° • 
73° 73° 

Boundaries represent Iowa's nine crop reportmg districts 
Last week's average temperature and precipitation are shown. 

l.AST WEEK 
(July 5-12): Heavy thunderstorms 
moved through the state everyday 
Weekly rainfall average for the state 
amounted to 4.07 Inches or four times 
the normal .91 inch for the week It was 
the greatest amount of ram in a smole 
week since records have been kept. T his 
followed 8 consecut1ve months of heavy 
rainfall and has led to the worst natural 
disaster in state history Weekly rainfall 
totals varied from 1 77 inches m 
Plymouth County to 9.59 inches at 
Denison. The greatest single day rainfall 
was 1.89 inches at Damson and 7.83 
inches at .Joff,...-son on July 9 
To~pora1UreS W9f9 nt:tcl IIVIIIICSI IQ~l 

week m the east and 2 degrees below 
normal1n the west. The highest 
temperature was 90 at Burlington on July 
11 and the lowest was 52 at Mason City 
on July 12. 

FIELDWORK 

NEXT WEEK 
(July 2()..24): 
The outlook from 
the National 
Weather Serv1ce 
calls for below 
normal temperatures 
nfld above normal 
rainta.ll Normal highs 
average m the mid 
80s dunng this 
period. NOfTTlallows 
run in the mid 60s 
statewide. Norm&\ 
ra1nfall ranges from 
.55 mch 1n tho w..at 
tv .oc ·~--h in the 
east. 

' 

Progress as of July 9 ~tote La'"t Last Normal 
year 

o/o Com acres cultivated 
o/o Bean dcres cultiVated 

week 
40 30 
20 10 

100 100 
90 89 

Source Iowa Department of AgncultUfe 
er could change to hot and dry HiUaker says the good weath· 
yet th1s summer, Hillaker er news is exces5 rain in fields 
doubts that will happen. won't be as big. a problem as 

"One thing I see different this 
time is we've been in a cold 
weather pattern for 15 months 
now," Hillaker says. "In 1947 
and 1983. it turned cold in the 
spring. But it had been mild 
before then. so both were brief 
periods of cold weather." 

time passes. 

The main concem is if it will 
be warm enough, long enough to 
allow the crop to reach maturi· 
ty. The state. overall, Is just 
slightly behind in the number of 
heat umts normal for th.ts time 
of the year. Hillaker adds. • 

JULY 12, 1993 JULY 13-14, 1993 
Mike Espy announces ted­

help atcicken farmers. 
_,.fy 31 the deadline 

Affer another thun-

The USDA lowers its 
corn-harvest prediction 
7.6 percent and its soy­
bean-harvest prediction 
3.4 percent from previ­
ous estimates. This is 
an unusual announce­
ment because the 
USDA rarely makes 
adJustments this early 
in the~season. 

The state climatologist reports nine consecutive months of 
record precipitation in Iowa. From November 1. 1992, through 7 
a.m., July 12, 1993, the state has received an average of 33.57 
inches of rain. Normal average ramfall for the pertod is 20 inches. 
The old state record for average ramfall from Nov. 1 through July 
31 is 31 .26 inches. The state also set a new weekly average 
rainfall of 4.07 inches during the week ending July 12. 

18&1,bEtr soybeans close 
Chicago eoard of 
hasn't 6een seen 

AI · Gere 
ran$d and other 

tr.·tal&c:onterence and 
to tha flooding. 

Clinton declares the entire state a disaster area. a first for Iowa. 
and according to a Federal Emergency Management Agency offi­
cial, possibly a first for the United States. On July 14, Clinton and 
Espy return to Iowa to visit the Des Moines area. 
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•• f'"'od: Espy makes three trips to Iowa in three weeks; on the second and third trips, he brings t... boss 
f om page 1 
~ her streams . . "We had such a struggle last fall get· bean~> 'll to be doing well. even some 
l• the report. ""d reservoirs. accordmg ting everything out. I really think that hills he standing water from the _rams. 

Asses are expecte 1 d ''I ~eel like a boxer in the anybody that's fortunate enough to have Overall P area managed to avo1d the 
. '- to esca ate, ue to I' . · · t 0 big dowr urs ll layed plantings and -'I)W) maturm nd " do b anythmg around here IS gomg o ~ · 

ops Corn. at an average Yf 
25 

. h g 12th rou . J m wn, ut through that same struggle or worse th1s Howev is dlfferent. 
I . . " me es ' ' . h t · th .. Elder "A of the hay was l , IS half Its normaJ height rm not OUt. fall, trymg to get W a IS ere, S muc 
('ultivatlon of corn and soyb.-ms is said. put up m quality than peo· 

1 mi.ficantly behind normal Dalen Miller "You take what you're dealt. and pie would Lange said 
llnton, Espy and Vice President A\ you're not going to change it." he added Second · cutting will be late Rain 

re visited Iowa and oth<>r flooded Dumont farmer ''It's been a pretty good struggle for a lot splash£'<~ .1e hay diSease down onto 
tes on four occasions between J""'~' 30 of the guys around here." regrowth " oweh·r, warmer weat_her IS 

d JuJy 14 "I'd rather see the government not Farther south Wever farmer Bill Pie- causing the hay to outgrow the diSease. 
ln Des Moines Wednesday to tour the h~lp ruru. ,.0 t mer<><~~£> taxes," Lonssaert per _ along with many other farmers. according to Lan.:e lt's also kn~ckmg ofT 

"'Dod ravaged city. Clinton unveiled a sa1d. "T'd rathc::r have no d"bt and high the National Guard the U.S. Army Corps potato leaf hoppers and drownmg them 
~ billion federal flood rr>lief program. interest rates and lower taxes " of Engineers - worked day and night to in some cases. . 

A rough estimate of the damage in Lonssaert figured the administration's mamtam u.e lo.,_ holding back the MIS· Alan Teel, executm .ecretary ~or the 
lnwa alone is $1.5 billion. said Keith trip ~o the Midwest was politically mon- :rboippi above this Lee vuwal.7 to .. , Iowa Forage and Grassl. nd Council, also 

1dakovich. a FEMA spokesman. vated and will cost taxpayers. Pieper had an added d~culty f!e w<~rv.c:_ <~s Clarke. County ExtensiOn field 
Clinton directed Wh1te House budget "How much do you think it cost us for recently repopulated the breedmg gilts m coordmator for mtegrated crop manage-
·ector Leon Panetta to come up with a him (Clinton) to come here. and we still his hog operation and sent a message ment. 
w relief package and satd it mlsht have the flood?" asked Lonssaert, who over the Iowa State University El<tension 
ve to be expanded further once the full favorPd Texas bi11ionaire Ross Perot for statewide computer service, EXNET. to 
tent of the damage was known. Init ial president imd a host farm on higher ground to 
tlffiates put crop and prop£>rty damage The flood is not only atlecting farmers. temporarily house the hogs. He found a 
$3 billion. but those who shlp the grain down the farm with buildings near Cedar Rapids 

"Frankly, whatever we do we're going Mississippi River Pieper was able to get the hogs out, but 
t have to leave open the option to go Larry Frazee, operations manager and Wever residents eventually lost their bat-
h ck for more," Clinton said. merchandiser for River/Guit Grain Co of Ue July 11. when the levee broke and 

Espy was the first member of the Bettendorf, says barges moving grain nearly 17,000 acree of farm fields flooded. 
ministration to shine a national spot· have been tied up along the r iver and While many farmers with flatland bor 

: ~bt on the state's flood damage unable to move for weeks. dering the rivers in Eastern Iowa suf· 
On June 30, he Oew by helicopter to fered from the deluge, other areas of the 

Eastern Iowa farms m Butler Co\Dlty, as THE ARMY Corp~ of Engineers closed state nursed saturated fields. 
well as to South Dakota, Mmnesota, Wis· river traffic until floodwaters recede 

TEEL SAYS hay regrowth has been 
slowed by the ram and cloudy days. He 
expects second cuttings will have to w :).tt 
until Aug. 1 or later this year. 

" 1 think we'll be real tight on quality 
hay, especially for dairy producers," Teel 
said. "Some are looking at other forages 
and summer annual5. 

If there's a bright spot to all the mois­
ture, it seems some of the conservation 
tillage practices are helping stem runoff 
and allowing better water flltration 

On Dalen Miller's farm near Dumont 
('Onsin and Illinois. "We've been fortunate enough to truck 

On a return trip July ~. he was joined seme grain to other locations," said Fra­
v the president. Th~> two met with zee. "But what we've got in the elevator 

sOutheast Iowa farmers at the uon and will stay there until we can start loading 
Elaine Schn~k.lotn larm n.,ear Eldridge h<lrees again " 

BRIAN LANGE, ISU Extension crop his no-till acres seem to be holding more 
specialist in Northeast Iowa, said much moisture than other ground. Miller has 
of that part of Iowa, except for Dubuque been farming for 17 years and never seen 
County, "is probably one of the garden fields so wet. His farm was one Espy 
spots in the state right now." chose to visit at the end of last month. 

m Scott County. Rains com~nt=V •hia w~>ek. destroying 
" I promised 'I'd come back, and 1 miles of levees along the Mississippi Riv­

brought "orne help ·· F.~p_v said. "1 er and Its tributaries . 
hrvught m}' boss to speak with you In Southeast Iowa, Nichols farmer 
tooay. Mark Elder on July 8 estimated 300 of his 

L YLS COETTSCFl or ueWitt. attend­
in~ Ule mPOting near Eldridge, estimated 
one·Sixth of the corn and soybeans he 
and sons Lonny and Leonard grow have 
been drowned this year by heavy rains 
and rising water tables. 

"We'll just have to let it go now. It's 
ioo wet and too late to replant," Goettsch 
said. He wants the administration to 
Jeform crop rnsurance. to help needy 
farmers. 

That was a request Espy and Clinton 
heard often on their tours of ram-. storm· 
and flood-damaged farms. After their 
meetings with Branstad and other gover· 
nors, they announced a<ijustments in 
farm programs allowing more flexibility 
m farmer participation and fmancial 
assistance. 

How£>ver, at least one farmer at the 
Eldridge meeting adamantly declined 
any assistance from federal tax money. 

Steve Lonssaert. who just began rent· 
mg 30 acres thts year and ratsing some 
hogs near Long Grove, works as a 
mechan JC and farmhand in the area. to 
help pay for his entry into farming 

1FT WATER LOG 

1,100 acres of corn and beans were either 
under water or unplanted. He thinks 
he'll probably lose 100 acres. 

"We got 140 acres that we didn't get 
planted that was too wet." said Elder 

Another of his 160 acres were flooded 
by the swollen Iowa River south of Lone 
Tree in Johnson County or were soaked 
by water percolating from underground 
in Muscatine County. 

"In 1974, it was pretty wet around 
here, but nothing like thi!>," Elder told 
Iowa Farmer Today during a visit to 
town as more storms brewed. 

"I've got landlords that are anywhere 
from 80 to 85 years old . . . they frankly 
admit they've never seen anything like 
th1s in their lifetime." 

Elder said he's probably better ofT than 
some farmers m his area. notmg, "The 
problem now is the water's just perk­
ing right up out of the ground. The water 
level'~ rising, and it's just killing the 
crop that's growing.'' 

With the National Weather Service 
forecasting 60-90 days of above-normal 
precipitation for the state, he believes 
farmers' plight will worsen 

· As a whole, north of Dubuque Coun· Many of Miller's soybean and corn 
ty, mo5t crot>S are looking quite a bit acres have been hit hard by excess rains 
t>e\\ex " .o;a.td. "But lt is still too and hail ··t feel lll!.e a boxer m the 12th 
we< to put m mal1Y' P~ to cultivate." round ... Miller said. ''I'm down. but ;·m 

Lange added that while COrn- ......!. ...,.Y-not out." a 

IFI photo by Ann Marie Degnan 
The west fork of the Des Moines River began to overflow in Palo Alto County 
in mid-June. Waters raged near farms and over Iowa Highway 4 south of 
Emmetsburg in Northwest Iowa. 

, 

NOVEMBER 1992 MAY 1, 1993 993 
Wet weather stops the harvest durmg the first week 

of November. At mid-month, Bob Wisner, Iowa State 
Un1versity ag econom1st, says because 1993 is the 
year after an El Nino warming in the South Pacific, 
there will be greater-than-normal cftance for drought. 
At month's end, Elwynn Taylor. ISU Extension climatol­
ogist. reports 4.47 mches of rain for the month . "Every 
drop falling after November is In excess," he says. 

-• . 

Fieldwork is delayed and livestock slog 
through hock-deep mud after April's barrage 
of ram, hail and snow. Below-normal tempera­
tures contnbute to problems caused by water­
Jogged soli With ra1n-delayed fieldwork, many 
worried farmers watch the clouds and listen 
to weather reports with near-religious intensi­
ty. 

Mushy hay fields are reported 
from Clayton County in Northeast 
Iowa, to Story County in Central 
Iowa. to Monroe County in the 
south and all counties to the east. 
Small patches are reported near 
Fort Dodge. Carroll, Webster City 
and Denison in Western Iowa. 



Deluge o 19 ~causes lingering health riskS~yo(J 
By J.A. Sessions Wet H C tions, agribusinesses, relief the same time last year. . Iowa and Missouri experts 

ealth a •e agencies and academic institu- ",! have noticed increased respira-
IFT Columnist • 1 tions from across the Midwest. Many_ callers expr_ess anger, tory problems, including asth- · 

OD~ Y 
frustr:atwn, and/ or Signs of de- rna and heightened allergies. 

The waters have subsided. 
Green corn shoots now stand in 
the soil recently soggy and lit­
tered with- flood debris. 

But walk past an outbuilding 
near any river basin in Iowa 
and you will likely see a mud­
stain ribbon circling high on its 
walls - a ghost telling tales of 
how high the water rose last 
summer. 

Let it be a reminder that 
recovery from the Flood of 1993 
is far . from over. 

FARMERS AND relief 
agents, alike, did not fully antic­
ipate the spectrum of problems 
washing in with last year's 
flood. 

In addition to catastrophic 
physical damage, the abnormal­
ly wet weather created numer­
ous health and safety risks to 
farmers and their families. 

Some continue a year later. 

At the time of the flood, many 
resources existed to help Io­
wans adjust to the disaster. 

From 1FT 
and I-CASH 

JULY 

However, specialists at the 
University of Iowa's Center for 
Agricultural Disease and Injury 
Research, Education, and Pre­
vention (CADIREP) noticed 
health and safety ne~ds of Mid­
western farm communities 
largely were going unmet. 

To address these issues, CA­
DIREP hosted the Farm Flood 
Response Workshop: Implica­
tions for Agricultural Safety 
and Health last November at 
the University of Iowa in Iowa 
City. 

The workshop brought togeth­
er representatives from govern­
ment agencies, . farm associa-

They identified several prob- presswn. Some. _have . ope~y Various players in flood re­
lem areas and produced recom- . talked about s~uci~e. F~anci~ co very, such as university re­
mendations on general safety, and legal worr_Ies, Includmg di- search teams and Extension 
environmental health and men- vorce, predominate. agencies, are beginning data 
tal health/stress relative to the collection and surveillance of 
flood. IN RESPONSE to these men- farms, homes and businesses. 

At this point in Iowa's recov­
ery, mental health and respira­
tory health are taking the fore­
front. 

Mental health: 

The tremendous stress of 
fighting weather, economic 

· pressures, and other flood-relat­
ed concerns encouraged injury, 
poor health, and despondency 
among farmers. 

Reports of increased child and 
spousal abuse continue to 
plague much of the flood-affect­
ed Midwest. 

As disaster assistance and 
1992 farm income reserves run 
dry - compounded by the re­
cent drop in cattle prices -
expect to see heightened frus­
tration among producers. 

There were 841 calls to the 
Iowa Rural Concerns hotline in 
May, double the n~ber from 

tal health needs, workshop rec- Scientists hope to better un­
ommendations call for financial derstand and identify the range 
and legal outreach workers to of respiratory hazards. 
have a basic understanding of For a copy of the Farm Flood 
mental health counseling, other Response Workshop proceed­
health and safety consequences, ings, call 319-335-4204 or write 
and referral options. to: CADIREP, Institute of Agri­

The recommendations also 
call for closer alliances between 
the agribusiness and mental 
health communities. 

With ag businesses 'as com­
munity links or ' gatekeepers, 
health care providers can better 
reach farmers in crisis. 

Communities can remain self­
reliant in the tradition of 
watching out for one another. · 

Respiratory health: 

The cool, moist conditions 
created by the flood led to an 
abundance of molds and toxins 
affecting air quality in homes, 
fields and livestock facilities. 

cultural Medicine and Occupa­
tional Health, University of Io­
wa, 100 Oakdale Campus, No. 
124 AMRF, Iowa City, Iowa 
52242-5000. 

This monthly column is a coop­
erative effort of Iowa Farmer 
Today (lnd the Iowa Center for 
Agricultural Safety and Health 
(I-CASH) in Iowa . City. 

Sessions is a project assistant 
with the Institute for Agricultur­
al Medicine & Occupational 
Health at the University of Iowa. 

Write: Kendall Thu, I-CASH, 
Institute for Agricultural Medi­
cine and Occupational Health, 
University of Iowa, Iowa City, 
Iowa 52242-5000. 



Wetland 
Update 

The Wetlands for Iowa program staff at the Iowa 
Natural Heritage Foundation is working hard -on 
these nine natural or restorable wetlands in Iowa. 
The projects are in various stages of progress. 

Dickinson County: . An option has been secured 
on a 11 0-acre tract a quarter of a mile south of 
West Lake Okoboji. This land will be 
purchased, in part, with funds raised by the 
Foundation. Karmin Blunt is our land specialist 
in Spirit Lake, Iowa. 

Also in Dickinson County, a perpetual conserva­
tion easement is being placed on 73. 3 acres of 
land a quarter of a mile east of Lower Gar Lake. 
The easements restrict any burning, filling, crop­
ping, grazing and draining on the wetland and 
upland areas. Both these restored areas will help 
to filter sediments and nutrients from the water 
draining into the lakes. 

Hamilton County: A REAP grant has been 
approved to help purchase an 80-acre tract south 
of Webster City. This area has 25 acres of 

existing wetlands and the rest, presently row­
cropped, will be seeded down for upland nesting 
habitat. 

Wayne County: David DeGeus, one of the 
Foundation's land conservation specialists, has 
negotiated an option to purchase a 480-acre tract 
on Medicine Creek. This area will be managed 
by the Wayne County Conservation Board, and it 
will eventually have 150-200 acres of wetlands 
with the remainder in upland and timber. 

Other projects in their early stages include: 

Polk County: an 80-acre addition to Errington 
Marsh northwest of Bondurant. 
Also in Polk County: a 200-acre project along 
the old Skunk River channel 

Pottawattamie County: 600 acres near Honey 
Creek Lake 

Sac County: 87-acre addition to Burrows Pond 

Warren County: 160 acres in the North River 
bottoms 

ijl. IOWA NATURAL HERITAGE FOUNDATION 
505 FIFTH AVENUE, SUITE 444 e DES MOINES, IOWA 50309 e 515-288-1846 



Introducing the New Director 
Bruce Mountain of rural New Virginia, Iowa, 
was recently chosen to direct the Wetlands for 
Iowa program. For many years, Bruce has been 
a volunteer leader with other habitat protection 
groups. His strong commitment, together with 
his 20 years of experience as an attorney, will 
provide a solid foundation for continuing our 
strong wetlands program. He is an avid hunter 
and fisherman, and he raises and trains chocolate 
labrador retrievers. (His young male, Beggar, 
recently won the 1993 Derby Iowa State Cham­
pionship.) Ben Van Gundy, who directed our 
program for more than six years, left to become 
director of the Polk County Conservation Board. 
Ben now manages 5, 700 acres and has a staff of 
75 people. We wish him every success. Ben's 
accomplishments in protecting wetlands are a 
legacy of which we know he is justly proud. 

Local Events 
When the Wetlands for Iowa program began, 
local chapters were formed in various cities. 
While the program's expertise now focuses on 
project management and selective fund-raising 
rather than grassroots fund-raising, there are 
three original chapters active with local events. 

The Kirkwood Chapter at Kirkwood Community 
College and the Hawkeye Chapter in Cedar 
Rapids sponsor the Hawkeye Wetland Classic 
dinner and auction each March. The 1993 
Classic raised a total of $9,400 for the Cedar 
Valley Greenbelt complex. Randy Brunson, 
Steve Atherton and Dick Heft work especially 
hard on this event. The Classic is held in 
conjunction with the Iowa Natural and Wildlife 
Art Show in Cedar Rapids, sponsored Wetlands 
for Iowa. Mark your calendars for our 1994 
show, to be held March 11-13. Alexandra 
Tomes and her "volunteer army" put on a great 
show with able support from the chapter 
volunteers. 

The Cedar Valley Wetland Foundation in 
Waterloo holds its annual Sporting Day and 
Hog Roast at the Black Hawk County Park in 

September. The 1993 event included a bus tour 
to the new Beaver Valley project, a 60-acre 
wetland made possible by the hard work of this 
group headed by Steve Finnegan. 

Awards 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service honored 
Wetlands for Iowa with its Wetlands 
Conservation Award in the seven-state Third 
Region. The award was given at the First Day 
celebration for the 1993 Federal Duck Stamp 
designed by Bruce Miller. 

Also, the 1993 Governor's Volunteer Award was 
presented to Wetlands for Iowa, in recognition of 
the program's efforts in conservation. Volunteer 
Don Beneke of Pocahontas, Iowa, accepted the 
award on behalf of the program. 

Public Policy 
This year's flooding was compelling testimony 
of the need for more planned wetlands. If more 
wetland basins were restored, these areas would 
hold back excess water and allow it to slowly re­
enter the watershed systems. 

The federal Wetlands Reserve Program is at 
work in Iowa. As one of nine pilot states for the 
program, 83 projects were accepted in Iowa 
affecting 5, 096 acres of wetlands. As the 
government finishes surveying and finalizing 
easements, the landowners are beginning their 
wetland restoration work. President Clinton had 
proposed $375 dollars for the next round of sign­
ups, but Congress approved only $66.7 million 
for 75,000 acres in 20 states (including Iowa). 

The Iowa REAP program will soon be the topic 
again in the Iowa Legislature. County conserva­
tion boards ·and private groups use these funds 
for habitat protection, conservation education, 
and soil and water conservation. REAP 
(Resource Enhancement and Protection) was 
funded at $7.5 million this fiscal year, far below 
the authorized $30 million level. It's important 
to restore funding to its original projected level. 



Why "Wetlands for Iowa "? 
To bring private support to wetland restoration 
and protection exclusively in Iowa, the Wetlands 
for Iowa program was formed in 1984 as part of 
the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation. The con­
cept was formulated by a group of sportsmen. 

swiftly; and, unlike agencies, it can borrow 
money when necessary to finance a purchase. 
The Foundation holds the land until it is decided 
which agency will assume ownership, which 
grant proposals can be made, and what local 

fund-raising efforts can be 
conducted. Without the unique 
abilities of the Foundation, many 
wetlands would be lost. Also, by 
using conservation easements and 
other legal tools ,' the staff helps 
landowners permanently protect 
wetlands that remain in private 
ownership. 

They recognized the need for 
private stewardship in addition to 
government programs to curb the 
loss of these valuable natural 
assets. The nucleus of this group 
included Richard Bishop, Maynard 
Reece, Bill Artis, Ted Meredith, 
Dick Cutler, Bud Hunter, Steve 
Atherton, John Synhorst, and 
Ding Engeldinger. A SPECIAL PROGRAM OF IOWA NATURAL HERITAGE FOUNDATION 

Wetland projects in Iowa typically involve 
several public agencies and non-profit organiza­
tions, each performing its most appropriate role. 
Wetlands for Iowa is suited to many roles, 
including: 

• investigating potential projects 

• negotiating the purchase of wetlands 

• bringing together the combination of 
"players" needed for a successful project 

• securing grants from public and private foun­
dations 

• raising funds in cooperation with other habitat 
protection groups 

• purchasing project areas and transferring them 
to state or county government for public use 

• helping the public understand the important 
benefits of wetlands, including habitat, water 
quality, flood control, and recreation 

Perhaps the most vital and unique function of 
the Wetlands for Iowa program is to purchase 
important wetland areas quickly. Often when 
an owner decides to sell property with a critical 
existing or restorable wetland, quick action is 
essential. As a local non-profit organization, the 
Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation can act 

In ten years the program has 
participated in 68 wetland projects in 31 
counties - more than 8,600 acres of wetlands 
and adjacent land. 

Here's How You Can Help 

To continue our leadership in wetland conserva­
tion, we rely on private contributions. Your 
support is necessary! 

• With your contribution of $25 or more, you'll 
receive our Iowa·Natural Heritage magazine, 
1994 calendar, and a "Wetlands for Iowa" 
decal. 

• Sponsors who contribute $200 or more 
will also receive a distinctive sponsor 
decal and lapel pin. 

• You can contribute to a specific wetland 
project. Major project donors receive special 
recognition. 

• Put us in contact with others who might help, 
or whose land may be suitable for a wetlands 
project. 

Call Bruce Mountain at 515/288-1846 to discuss 
these opportunities. Also, ask Bruce about a 
Cattail Camouflagetm cap! 



Completed 
Projects 

(October 1993) 

£ 
WETLANDS 
FOR•IIJWA 

Wetlands for Iowa Program, Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation 

County Year Project Acres County Year Project Acres 

Black Hawk 1992 Beaver Valley Wetland 60 Humboldt 1993 Pioneer Prairie 80 
Bremer 1992 Aldo Leopold Complex 927 Iowa 1984 Big Bend Wildlife Area 320 
Buchanan 1985 Ham Marsh 10 1990 Palmer Farm Wildlife Area 167 
Calhoun 1991 Johnson Prairie Marsh 120 Jackson 1990 Baldwin Marsh 15 
Cerro Gordo 1987 Bluewing Marsh 37 Lee 1992 Junkins Marsh 80 

1986 Grovers Meadow 120 Linn 1987 Wakpicada Area Addn. 20 
1989 Walch Wildlife Area 303 Cedar River Greenbelt: 
1991 Wild Goose Marsh 160 1989 Chain Lakes Wildlife Area 369 
1992 Lone Tree Point 101 1990 Chain Lakes Addition 171 

Clay 1985 Robert Howe Thunderbridge 1992 Theil Addition 40 
Wildlife Area (2 parcels) 33 1992 Goose Pond 240 

1985 Schmerse Wildlife Area 44 ' 1993 McBurney Addition 27 
Delaware 1993 Silver Creek Wildlife Area 75 Louisa 1987 Indian Slough (8 parcels) 928 
Dickinson 1988 Pachmayr Marsh 68 Mahaska 1988 Rose Hill Wildlife Area 138 

1991 Jemmerson Slough Addition 6 1988 Maskunky Marsh 96 
1991 Spring Run Addition 260 Mitchell 1991 Brownsville Wildlife 177 
1991 Seeman Wetland 80 Monona 1991 Badger Lake Addition 35 
1991 Betty Fox Easement 5 Osceola 1988 Sutton Lake Marsh 50 
1992 Grovers Lake Addition 13 Palo Alto 1990 Bums Wetland 160 
1993 Braby Easement 73 Pocahontas 1985 Leo Shimon Marsh 265 
Center Lake Wildlife Area: Polk 1992 Errington Marsh 200 
1987 Anspach Marsh 21 1993 Engeldinger Marsh 81 
1990 Rumbaugh Tract 66 1993 Shaw Tract 190 
1990 Zellmer Marsh 126 Sac 1989 Kiowa Marsh Addition 70 
1991 Underwood Tract I 55 1990 Kiowa Marsh Addition 85 
1992 Underwood Tract II 51 1992 Burrows Pond 120 
Clean Water Alliance for the 1993 Burrows Pond Addition 34 

Iowa Great Lakes 1991-93 Story 1987 Ketelsen Greenwing Marsh 67 
Emmet 1993 Jim Hall Marsh 78 1990 Kalsem Prairie Marsh 4 
Franklin 1990 Franklin County Fen 40 Winnebago 1991 Ambrosen Wildlife Addn. 66 
Greene 1992 Dunbar Slough Addition 38 1991 Wood Duck Marsh 203 

1993 Rafferty Addition 80 1992 Nieman Wildlife Area 79 
Grundy 1990 Holland Marsh 42 Wright 1984 Rolling Acres Marsh 40 
Hamilton 1989 Gordon Marsh 105 1985 Rolling Acres Marsh Addition40 

1990 Gordon Marsh Addition 140 
1991 Gordon Marsh Addition 40 TOTAL: 8,651 acres 

Hancock 1988 Meredith Marsh (3 parcels) 300 79 projects at 57 sites in 31 counties 
1993 Crystal Lake (3 parcels) 317 valued at more than $10,000,000 
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completely ent'yea 
With fields looking good, I ow a farmers rush to plant 

By DIRCK STEIMEL 
REGISTER AGRIBUSINESS WRITER 

Wapello, Ia. -A steady rain fell 
last week as Lloyd Meyerholz 
ripped through his soft, powdery 
field in the bottomlands along the 

Iowa River. But 
~ the farmer 
~ wasn't about to 
Farm and 
Country looks 
at farmers' 
hopes for a 
profitable 
year and 
always-tricky 
weather 
forecast ing. 
Page3G 

slow down his 
big, green trac­
tor to wait for 
sunny skies. 

With the 
memories of the 
1993 growing 
season still viv­
id, Meyerholz is 
pushing hard to 
get ready to 

plant corn and soybeans. And he's 
still got to spread out big drifts of 
sand, move dead tree branches and 
even clear off a few plastic oil jugs 
before he can plant corn and soy­
bean seeds in the soil. 

Still, Meyerholz has been pleas­
antly surprised at the way his 
fields have recovered from last 
year's rainfall and floods. Even 
fields that spent the summer under 
several feet of muddy water appear 
to have bounced back and seem to 
be ready to raise good crops. 

"It's working up real nice," the 
51-year-old Meyerholz said, run­
ning his fingers through the dirt 
that was supposed to grow a crop 
of hay last summer but ended up 
supporting catfish and carp when 
the iowa- River broke From 1 s 
levees in early July. " I never 
thought it would look this good . . .. 
The water here was way over your 
head." 

It's the same all over Iowa as 
farmers prepare to plant their 1994 
crops. 

Dry Months 
A string of dry months and 

better-than-expected field condi­
tions have created a sprouting of 
cautious optimism in Iowa agricul­
ture this spring. Farmers are be­
coming more and more convinced 
that their fields can rebound from 
the dismal1993 season to produce 

Like mlany Iowa farmers, Lloyd Meyerholz was pleasantly sur­
prised by the condition of his fields after last year's disastrous 

averag or better-than-average 
crops. 

And most say they1l need good 
yields t<> offset last year's disap­
pointing harvest, which sent Iowa's 
crop income tumbling by $2 billion 
from 19~12. 

The recovery of the state's fields 
really began months ago, when 
warm, dry weather replaced the 
months of rain. Since then, Iowa's 
fields -- which couldn't catch a 
single break during the 1993 grow­
ing season - appear to have 
caught quite a few. 

Last fall's dry weather solidified 
the soil amd allowed farmers to har­
vest without digging deep ruts with 
their heavy combines and grain 
wagons. Those ruts can scar and 

compact the soil, hurting yields for 
years to col_!le. 

"By harvest time, the fields were 
pretty solid, and that helped a lot ," 
said Dennis Epley, a farmer from 
Waverly. 

Then a cold, snowy winter -
combined with a few warm periods 
- helped break up soils that had 
been compacted by the pounding 
summer rains. "The harsh winter 
we had really did some good things 
for the soil," said Jerry Hatfield, di­
rector of the National Soil Tilth 
Laboratory at Iowa State Universi­
ty. 

"Overall, I really think we are in 
pretty good shape . .. a lot better 
shape than I would have anticipat-

PAULHISCOCKS/THEREGISTER 

flooding. ':r ne ver .~hought it wot:Ud look this good," the Louisa 
County farm~r ~id last week as he got ready to plant. 

• 1. · ' 

ed," H;atfietd sm . TH SOil is actu- , tvnler, put it this way: "It's really 
ally very mellow.: ow." been a super spring . .. completely 

'f " -
Fields in Shape 

1 
Ine addition to the improved 

Farmers have come home from weather patterns, Iowa fields prob­
fertilizing and preparing their ably were helped to recover from 
fields with the same feeling. the stress of 1993 by the increased 

"We just didn't know what to ex- use of conservation tillage systems, 
pect this spring after last year, but Hatfield said. With conservation 
it looks good," said Don Faidley, a tillage, farmers leave more crop 
farmer from Colfax, in central residue on the surface to stem ero-
Iowa. sion. 

Ron Swanson, who farms near With more residue on the sur-
Galt in Wright County, is getting face, fields were not damaged as 
the same reading from his fields. much by the beating of the rain, 
"These are really the best field con- Hatfield said. In addition, the or­
ditions we've hadl in some time," he ganic matter helped keep the dirt 
said. "The soil is a little cold still, from turning into a hard, concrete­
but otherwise it looks pretty good." 

And Ed Wiederstein, an Audubon PLANTING Please turn to Page 12A 



Much work ahead, 
but farmers eager 
to start planting. 
PLANTING 
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like mass that's almost impossible 
for a farmer to work up, he said. 

Many Actually Need Rain 
Most farmers said last week that 

at this point, fields actually need a 
little more moisture from rains like 
those that fell across most of the 
state. That would dampen the top­
soil to help plants germinate. The 
plants then could send root systems 
down to tap the deep reserves of 
moisture left in the subsoil after last 
year's deluge. 
·' There's also a distinct fear among 
farmers that the weather could do 
an .abrupt about-face, leaving them 
to battle drought instead of excess 
rain. 

"Farmers are skittish. And we've 
got a right to be skittish after what 
we've been through the last couple 
of years, ' ' said Patrick Delanty, a · 
farmer from Charter Oak in far 
western Iowa. 

There's no question that dry 
weather has allowed farmers to get a 
jump on fieldwork, according to the 
weekly survey of crop conditions by 
Iowa Agricultural Statistics. 

Most fields are fertilized, and seed­
beds are ready for corn planting, the ·. 
survey said. Iowans are ahriost fm­
ished seeding their oats, . the first 
crop to be planted each spring. 
That's a far cry from last year, when 
soggy fields delayed oat planting so 
long that many farmers simply aban- _ 

doned plans to sow the crop. 
While the surface of many fields is 

dry, there's plenty of subsoil mois­
ture to help carry the crop into the 
summer. 

That's certainly the case in west­
central Iowa, Wiederstein said. "The 
tiles are still running around here, 
and my wells are still full," he said, 
referring to the clay pipes laid under 
fields to drain excess moisture from 
the soil. 

Some Have Started 
With seedbeds ready and the 

weather looking good, some farmers 
have already started planting corn. 
Crop experts predict that more and 
more will jump on the ban.dwagon 
this week as the temperature of the 
soil begins to rise. 

After last year's delays, farmers 
say they don't want to waste any 
time getting their seeds into the soil. 
"When the calendar says it's time to 
plant, guys are going to be ready to 
go. They aren't going to take any 
chances this year," Epley said. 

In Louisa County, Meyerholz said 
he figures he'll start planting corn in 

. a few days. On the fields ~Jtat took 
the brunt of the flood damage last 
year, he plans to hold off and plant 
soybeans instead of making the in­
vestment needed to plant corn. 

611 don't want t~ put corn out 
there," he said. 611 don't want it to 
wash out again like it did last year." 

Much To Do 
Looking at parts of Meyerholz's 

fields, still covered with several feet 

PAUL HJSCOCKS/THE REGISTER 

When the Iowa River finally retreated last fall, it left up to four feet 
of sand in so~e areas, including this soybean field near Wapello. 

of sand, it's difficult to imagine them · to do," Dettmann said. 
growing a crop of anything, ac- -
knowledges Shawn Dettmann, dis- It's that way all over Iowa, said 
trict conservationist for the U.S. De- Hatfield of the National Soil Tilth 
partment of Agriculture's Soil Lab. Even though the fields look 
Cons.ervation Service in Wapello. promising this spring, the soil is still 
Louisa County, where the Cedar and prone to erosion after the abuse it 

· Iowa rivers meet and then flow into took, he said. 
the Mississippi, sustained some of 
the worst agricultural damage in "The soil is still fragile ... I don't 
Iowa last year. thin~ it's completely recovered yet," 
· "There's really so much work still Hatfield said. 

l I 



Louisa Soil & Water Conservation District 
514 Isett 

Wapello. lA 52653 

Phone: 319-523-6411 

D~~ember 9, 1994 

Dear Conservation Farmer: 

The progress farmers in this county have made in 
conservation of our resources has been impressive. Many, 
many farmers deserve some words of thanks for their efforts. 

You're one of a selected number of leading conservation 
farmers who we'd like to personally thank at a special 
appreciation event. 

You're invited to the Louisa County Conservation Farmer 
Appreciation Open House at the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service Office (formerly the Soil Conservation 
Office) in Wapello at any time between 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. on 
Tuesday, December 20. We hope you'll take time to visi~ ~ 
few minutes with other leading conservation farmers in the 
county about conservation techniques that work. 

Refreshments will be served compliments of the Louisa Soil & 
Water Conservation ·District. We'd also like to have you 
pick up a pewter Christmas tree ornament that's been 
especially designed as a token of appreciation for your 
efforts. As you can see on the enclosed appreciation card, 
a number of businesses and organizations have made donations 
in appreciation of conservation work by farmers such as 
yourselves. 

Please notice, too, that letters of appreciation by your 
Senators and environmental groups are enclosed. There is 
widespread appreciation of the work farmers are doing to 
improve the environment. 

Please stop by the NRCS, formerly SCS, Office on the 20th 
and accept our thanks in person! 

Sincerely, 

if~ sw~D D~J: 
Louisa SWCD District Commissioners 

P.S. If you can't attend the open house, the token of 
appreciation will be held until Dec. 31. Please stop by to 
pick it up and add it to this year's tree as a memento of 
your conservation work. 

.• I 

AI programs and services of Louisa Soil & Water Conservation District are available to everyone without regard to race,color, sex, age, handicap ,.or national origin. 

/ 
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urying sand 
It takes big equipment to reclaim flooded land 

By JIM PATRICO 

• It took three 300-hp. Caterpillars to 
pull the big plow. Smoke poured from 
their exhausts, and the Cats bucked and 
jerked to get the huge blade started . 
When the 400 people heard the roar, 
they came running across the sand-cov­
ered field for a better look. 

The plow, with its 5' wingspan , was 
the star of this demonstration, and folks 
wanted to see it in action . Off it went , 
churning up black soil that the rive r had 
laid down eons ago. The soil 
came out in rolls and lay on 
the surface, covering the sand 
the flooding river had depos­
ited just last summer. As the 
plow passed , it created a 
trench 3' deep. Some couldn't 
resist the temptation to jump 
into the trench to feel be­
tween their fingers the dirt at 
the bottom. Others used mea­
suring tapes to check the fur­
row's depth . 

The occasion was an SCS and Uni ­
versity of Missouri-Extens ion demon ­
stration of how to restore land covered 
by sand in the Flood of 'l)3. The site was 

r ARM JOlii~Nr\1 ' f f l lHI JAfiY I I' 14 

SOME FARMERS 
couldn't resist 

measuring the big 
plow's furrow. At the 

demonstration, it 
measured about 3' 

from undisturbed 
sand to good soil at 
the bottom. Owners 

say their plow can go 
SV2' deep. 

IT TOOK THREE 300-HP. CATS to pull the 
deep plow. The plow and other tillage 
implements demonstrated how to incor­
porate river sands into fields that were 
flooded last summer. 

t 

A MODIFIED POST 
plow cuts a furrow 
big enough to sink 
a man and 
requires three 
tracked tractors 
to pull it. Average 
estimates for a 
finished field, 
incorporating the 
sand back under 
the topsoil, ran 
$300-$600/acre, 
depending on 
sand depth and 
implements 
needed. Total 
removal, on the 
other hand, could 
run as high as 
$3,200/acre for 
sand 1' deep. 

a Hardin. Mo .. field where sand depths 
were 6" to 6'. Deep sand has to be re­
moved or those sections of the field 
abandoned. Experts say shallower sand 
(up to 30") can be incorporated into the 
soil to make the field productive again. 

Bes ides the big plow, a 38" disk, a 32" 
disk and a ripper worked parts of the 
demonstration field. And they were as 
impressive as the plow. in some cases 
doing a better mixing job and leaving 
th e so il surface smoothe r. 

Ac., for the plow, company officials 
~ay tha t tl) ~y have customers waiting 
to use it . :, . just as soon as the levees 
arc fixed . ~ 

J-1 



What's Inside 
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1 Change in USDA W"etlands prograin 

Iowa farmers with 
flood-damaged croplands 
whichdidn'tqualifyfortheU.S. 
Department of Agriculture's 
Wetlands Reserve Program or 
the Emergency Wetlands Re­
serve Program are being asked 
to consider signing up for the 
current EWRP program before 
the end of the. year. 

The USDA'.s Soil Conserva-

tion Service has recently revised 
the eligibility requirements for 
the program, making more land 
eligible for EWRP. "Until now, 
the societal costs of leaving 
flood prone lands in croplands 
has been greatly underesti­
matedaspartoftheequationm 

· determining which lands are 
eligible for EWRP," says Lyle 
Asell, Assistant State Conser­
vationist for SCS in Des Moines. 

Asell says under past crite­
ria, the reclamation costs for 
reclaiming flooded lands for 
croplands was lower than the 
cost of restoring the land to a 
wetland in many cases because 
the long-term costs to society 
didn't include all the costs as-

sociated withfarmingtheland. to be accepted intotheEWRPis apply at their local SCS office. records a permanent easement. 
"Disaster payments and defi- that the easement value of the Asell says landowners with The landowner receives 75 
ciency payments are a direct land be less than the cost of croplands in flood plains who percent of the easement pay-
cost to taxpayers. The new reclaiming the land for crop- applied earlier for the Wetland . ment when the easement is re-
EWRPformulatakesthesecosts ping and repairing levees. Reserve Program but were not corded, and the remaining 25 
into account, and those pay- Other criteria are that the land accepted are being sent letters percent when the wetland is 
ments make a big difference on must have been covered by to explain the EWRP program. restored. The landowner re--
whetheritcoststaxpayersless flood waters in 1993; the land "IfthelandenteredintoEWRP tainsownershipofthelandand 
to have a tract of land entered be capable of restoration to a meets eligibility requirements, is responsible for maintaining 
intotheEWRPortokeepfarm- wetland;atleast75%ofthearea we then see if it's feasible to the wetland according to the 
ing in areas likely to be offered is designated bySCSas restore the land, work with the plan. 
flooded," Asell s')ys. a farmed wetland, prior con- landowner to prepare a resto- Iowa is one of eight Mid-

Easement values for EWRP ·verted cropland, potential ration plan, determine the cost western stafes to offer the vol-
in Iowa range from $388 in wetland or a wetland farmed of restoration, and assess the untary EWRP program in re-
south-central Iowa to $962 in under natural conditions; and land's~yal11easa wetland," says sponse to the floods of 1993, 
northwest Iowa. Societal costs that the land was used as crop- Jim A yen of the SCS. The land- SCS officials say the restored 
for disaster and deficiency land at least once during the ~wneris then offered theestab- wetlands provide wildlife and 
paymentsovera25yearperiod past five years. hshed value for a wetland waterfowl habitat, improved 
havebeenestimatedbytheSCS The sign up deadline for easement, and the land is offi- water quality floodwater re-
to be $761. EWRP is December 30, 1994. dally accepted into the pro- 1 tention, and groundwater re-

One of the criteria for land Interested landowners should gram when the landowner charge benefits. 
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Family endures del·uge, debt, doubt 
Communication 
quelled personal 
storms .in 1993 
By Ron De Christopher 

Iowa Farmer Today 

ORT MADISON -
When last year's 
floods helped 
shove Lee County 
dairy farmers 
Sherri and Clar­

ence Hartson toward the finan­
cial brink, she says they were 
stressed and scared. 

Sherri says they were doing 
fine until near the end of June. 
That's when the unrelenting 
rains began drenching their 
Southeast Iowa area. 

The first hay cutting came off 
without a hitch, but the second 
cutting was doomed. 

"We were just about ready to 
do our. second (cutting) when it 
started raining and raining," 
Sherri relates on a recent hot, 
dry day that starkly contrasted 
conditions of a year ago. 

"The water j~st kept standing 
in the fields and we couldn't get 
the hay cut. The weevil had 
been in the first cutting, so it 
wasn't as good as it usually is, 
either." 

The upshot to their water­
logged situation was having to 
buy hay to keep their operation 
going, which in the past 12 
months has drained $20,000 
from their finances. 

It 's money they wouldn't 
spend in an ordinary year. 

"We bought hay from just 
about everywhere, it seems 
like," says Sherri, noting some 
of it cost $150-$155 a ton. 

"When you buy hay that ex­
pensive, it really puts you on 
the borderline with profit." 

The dismal hay situation was 
compounded when 12 cows died 
from what Sherri feels are 

flood-related causes. She says 
the abnormally wet weather 
produced an army of gnats, flies 
and mosquitoes, noting, "There 
were a lot of mysterious diseas­
es hitting cattle." 

In their previous 10 years of 
farming, they lost only two 
cows. 

Another setback occurred 
when their 120 acres of corn 
yielded a measly 14 bushels an 
acre, nearly one-tenth of the 
previous year's 126 bu./ acre 
yield. 

"My husband several 
times made the statement, 'If 
we can't get our .bills paid, 
we're just going to quit.' " 

With their cash flow teetering 
by August, Sherri recalls, quit­
ting farming was a real possibil­
ity for them and their four 
young children. 

"I DON'T want to · say we'd 
given up. We were still doing 
our work and doing our best at 
it. 

"It's hard to keep going at it 
with an attitude that . every­
thing's going to be all right 
when everything looks so 
glum.'' 

Farmers Home Administra­
tion (FmHA) borrowers for 
about eight years at the time, 
the Hartsons last August ap­
proached the agency for help 
with their finances. 

"We weren't able to keep up 
on feed bills. We were already 
starting to buy hay. We knew 
. . . this wasn't going to cash 
flow.'' 

Sherri says that by the end of 
October, she was hit with a 
stark reality: "I knew if some­
thing didn't get done, we were 
done." 

So they consolidated some of 
their debts into an FmHA loan, 
which has reduced their month­
ly loan payments by about $150. 

"If we can't cover them (the 
loan payments) and our expens­
es, we're done. They tell us 

Lee County dairy farmer Sherri Hartson, who nearly went out of business in the aftermath of last 
year's flooding, gets ready to dump a bucket of feed into a trough. She and husband Clarence, 
who farm near Fort Madison, lost their second hay cutting and had to spend $20,000 in the past 
12 months to buy hay. 

that's the last thing they can do. 
"If we can't go now, we're 

done. That's it, ~nd we know 
that." 

The Hartsons also got help 
through their Extension office, 
which analyzed their finances. 

"I guess at that point we were 
wondering, 'Are we cash flowa­
ble or not?'" Sherri says. 

"I like to work and I like to 
farm, but if we can't cash flow, 
why do it? It's dumb to dig a 
hole year after year.'' 

Noting they had the top twice­
daily milking herd in Lee Coun­
ty last year, she says they made 
adjustments after discovering 
their feed expense was too high. 

"Right now, we can pay our 
bills," Sherri says. 

Recalling less-certain times 

within the past year, she com­
ments, "If we had to quit . . . I 
guess my biggest fear would be -
having enough money to pay 
everything off." , 

It brought back frightful 
memories of having to sell 85 
percent of their herd in 1990, 
when a problem with their new 
computerized feeding system re­
sulted in an acidosis outbreak. 
It also reminded them of their 
$40,000 drought-related loss in 
1983. 

"I was scared," Sherri says. 
She says her two oldest chil­

dren - Brian, 12, and Mary, 7 
- felt the tension and worry. 
Cindy, 4, and Lawrence, 1¥2, 
were too young to understand. 

calls during the past year, "I 
wondered, 'If those people can't 
talk to their spouse, who are 
they going to talk to?' 

"I just never brought -myself 
to call them because I guess I 
thought, 'What can they do?' " 

Sherri says another therapeu­
tic outlet is the Jocal cafe. 

"A lot of the area farmers go 
and eat lunch at the cafe. 
They're all talking about stuff 
that's going on, and it helps a 
lot. To know you're not alone 
really helps." 

Another thing she's noticed 
in the past year - with the 
flooding and tight finances - is 
farmers are more willing to 
share equipment and be helpful 
in other ways. 

THE FLOOD OF 1993: Farmers remember 

Sherri says at the height of 
their dismay this past year, she 
considered calling Iowa Rural 
Concern hotline for help. 

But good communication be­
tween Sherri, 33, and Clarence, 
38, came to the rescue, she 
notes. 

"There was a time there 
when it seemed like everybody 
was kind of independent, like, 
'You do your stuff and don't 
bother me, I'll do mine.' " 

Mark Wurtele 
Fremont County 

"Of the 1,400 acres (planted), I harvested 
50 acres of corn and 20 acres of beans." 

"I had 2,900 bushels of corn off the 50 
acres (and) 191 bu. of beans off my 20 
acres," says Mark Wurtele, who farms 
near Percival in Southwest Iowa. 

"I put seven hours on my combine in 
'93." . 

He was unable to plant 300 acres in 
1993. About half of his ground lies 
between the Missouri River and an Army 
Corps of Engineers levee, while the rest is 
east of the levee. 

"In a good year, you can raise 50-bu. 
beans and 150~bu. corn." 

Last year, "when the river started going 
out, it took everything on the ·river side. A 
lot of washouts and sand deposits." 

Some of the holes were 10 feet deep and 
200 feet wide. 

Floodwaters were 42 inches deep in 
Wurtele's grain bins (at right). 

"We work together seven 
days a week. We're together a 
lot and talk a lot. Talking 
helps.'' 

Sherri says when she heard 
about the increase in hotline 

''(My husband 
and I) work 
together seven 
days a week. 
We're together a 
lot and talk a 
lot. Talking 
helps~'' 

Sherri Hartson 
Fort Madison 
Dairy farmer 

There's also been help in the 
community, in the form of do­
nations to help farmers buy hay 

·and seed corn. 
"It's all helped and it really 

makes you feel good that these 
people you don't really know -
they really .care." • 
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Farmers not in same 
By Myron Williams 

Iowa Farmer Today 

ORTH LffiERTY - Last 
year's flooding is gone, 
and so is the need for 
Johnson County farmers 
Daren and Marlyce Folk­
mann to canoe homle. 

It's not that they dislike peaceful boat 
rides together, but the water is down. 
Instead of paddling to their lane, as they 
did a year ago, they can easily reach 
home driving their pickup down the road. 

Last year high 
water from the 
Coralville Reser­
voir in Eastern Io­
wa lapped to with­
in about 20 yards 
of their lane. 
Their farmstead 

· was never in dan­
ger, but water 
crested 4-5 feet 
over the road. 

For almost two 
weeks, beginning 
last July 13, the 

WEE~K 

TWO of a 
two-par·t 
series: 
Remembering 
and 
Recoverin~1 

Folkmanns had to Related stor'ies 
paddle about a 4 5 
quarter-mile to on pages ' 
reach their pick-
up parked on the other side · of the 
floodwaters. 

At the end of each day while they were 
marooned, Daren parked the pickup on a 
dry patch and reached home by eanoe. 

Their 270-acre farm sustained little 
water damage. Less than an-acre of corn 
at the edge of a field was drowned. 

These days, a lot has changed in a year 
for the Eastern Iowa couple. 

The biggest development for the Folk­
manns has been the birth of their second 
child. Douglas joined the family on June 
24. Daughter Angela, 2lh, is excited about 
her new sibling. 

"Goose" the farm dog, who enjoyed 
splashing through the water last year and 
taking canoe rides, now romps around 
the farm with his ·look-alike offspring, 
"Coa-Coa." 

One advantage, the Folkmanns note, 
was last year's high water kept unwanted 
guests away from the farm. 

See page 3: Folkmanns + + + 

North Liberty farmer Daren Folk­
mann takes a relaxed ride (left) 
down this dusty gravel road near. 
his Johnson County home. It's the 
same pickup~ same driver and same 
road in the photo above. But last 
year, water from the flood~d Coral­
ville Reservoir crested 4-5 feet over 
the ·road. For almost two weeks 
starting July 13, Folkmann and his 
wife, Marlyce, had to canoe a quar­
ter-mile to reach their lane. By the 
end of the month floodwaters had 
receded enough that Folkmann 
could splash over the road with his 
pickup. 
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Flood waters down, consequence~ persist 
ooking back at last year's 
problems, one farmer 
said with relief and opti­

mism, "We don't let it get to us 
more than one year at a time." 

It's been a hard year, one that 
farmers are ready to put behind 
them. 

Not that everything is rosy. 
There are a lot of weeds and 

the extra expense of fighting 
them. A lot of herbicides aren't 
doing the job.-· 

It's been a tense spring. Two­
and three-day storms triggered 
anxieties. Farmers will breathe 
easier when their crop is in. 

IT'S BEEN a stormy spring, 
and violent weather can still 
ruin what now looks like a 
bounce-back year. 

Lori -Reynolds with Project 
Recovery in South Dakota de­
scribed a bleak ..picture of base­
ments collapsing, pumps run­
ning continuously, high electric 
bills, sewers backing up, flooded 
pastures, poor quality feed 
grain, calving problems and 
poor cattle prices. 

In a word: Disaster. Stress, 
frustration and anxiety levels 
are sky high. 

Parts of the Midwest are 
flooding again, and problems 
have compounded dramatically. 

The carry-over money from 
last year- is gone. It will be a 
tight summ'3r. 

Farmers need a good summer. 
The Iowa Rural Concern hotline 
has had the busiest month of 
May since 1985. 

Calls have not let up this 
spring. Here is a sampling of 

Dr. Val 
Farmer 
Rural 
Psychologist 

1FT 
Columnist 

issues coming in on the hotline: 
• Assimilation of personal 

losses - keepsakes, art work, 
etc. - from last year's flood 
damage. 

Some people are having sec­
ond thoughts about their rejec­
tion of buyouts and are over­
whelmed with the expenses of 
getting back on their feet. 

• Ag-related small businesses 
suffer when farmers don't pay 
their bills. 

They have been indirectly af­
fected by last year's events. 
Small businesses are left out of 
the Federal Emergency Manage­
ment Agency (FEMA) programs. 

• Increased family conflict, 
both in intergenerational farms 
and in farm marriages. 

More and more · .people are 
calling in about divorce infor­
mation. 

• Negative reaction to corpo­
rate hog confinement facilities 
and other controversial commu­
nity issues. 

During better times, they may 
not vent their anger so easily. 

Margaret Van Ginkel, Rural 
Concern hotline director in Des 

Moines, says rural people seem 
more inclined to reach out for 
mental health ·services than 
they used to. 

Paul Lasley, Iowa State Uni­
versity Extension sociologist in 
Ames, believes initial flood-re­
lief efforts were positive and 
heartwarming - people pulling 
together, retrofitting homes; re­
building levees, working with 
food kitchens and doing other 
acts of kindness. 

The flood year washed out the 
slow six--or eight-year recovery 
from the farm-crisis years of 
the mid-1980s, and people are 
still suffering from the ripple 
effect of the '93 flood. 

People's · financial and emo­
tional reserves have been 
drained. 

Some are living on reduced 
income, contending with higher 
feed prices and lower cattle and 
hog prices. 

It's a struggle to make ends 
meet. 

Lasley notes, "This is an im­
portant year - a lot is riding 
on this year. Midwestern farm­
ers are really anxious." 

Because of 1993, farmers are 
facing normal risks of farming 
from a position of weakness. 

"We're not through this by a 
long ways," Lasley said. 

Psychologist and farmer Mike 
Rossman with Prairie Rose 
Mental Health Center in Harlan 
found the average farmer in his 
area lost $25,00 in income to 
weather-related causes. 

Farm stress counselors from 
illinois river bottom lands re­
port many of the same stress 

''This is an important year- ~/lot is 
riding on this -year. Midwestern 
farmers are really anxious.'' .. 

reactions - communication 
problems, illnesses, anxieties. 

Farming problems - cut­
worms, purple corn, slow crop 
growth - are the same. 

Farmers who have relocated 
away from their land are hav­
ing problems with vandalism to 
machinery. :; t · · 

They are having difficulty 
finding land away from the 
flood plain. Acreage and lease 
prices have shot up. 

There is a loss of community 
in the .bottoms. People are 
afraid and slow to move back. 

Businesses aren't coming 
back. There · is a lot of soul 
searching. Older farmers are 
considering retirement. 

Some levees aren't being re­
paired. People feel vulnerable. 
They will never forget the flood. 

Farmers had faith in levees, 
worked hard on them, then' lost 
possessions back ~on the farm 
because they were:v't pn~pared. 

The people who lost th'e most 
are being more realistic about 
the river and farming being 
business. 

Old rivalries between hill 
farmers and bottom-land farm­
ers have flared up. Hill farmers 

Paul Lasley 
ISU sociologist 

are jealous and angry a,.bout the 
amount of flood aid the bottom­
land farmers receive. 

A few farmers overstep their 
requests and stigmatize the 
rest. 

It's the traditional "have­
nots" vs. the "haves." Commu­
nities are being torn apart by 
behind-the-back divisive com­
ments. 

NON-FLOODED, but weath­
er-affected, communities decry 
the aid going into flooded com­
munities. Somehow, the unfair­
ness of aid sticks in the craw of 
those who do not qualify. 

If these long-term effects be­
ing noted are any indication, 
we are indeed, "not out of this 
by a long ways." 

For my booklet, -"Rural Stress 
Survival Guide," send a check 
or money order for $3.45 to: 
Rural Stress Booklet, The Pres­
ton Connection, P.O. Box 9125, 
Rapid City S.D. 57709. 

Val Farmer is a clinical psychol­
ogist in private practice in Rapid 
City, S.D. He specializes in rural 
mental health and family rela­
tionships. 
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The Iowa Natural 
Heritage 
Foundation is 
coordinating the 
purchase of 2,600 
acres on the Iowa 
River. Ten 
landowners are 
selling their land 
after the entire 
levee district was 
enrolled in the 
Emergency 
Wetlands Reserve 
Program. The area 
will provide good 
habitat for many 
species including 
the kingfisher 
(above). 
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Levee District 8 
County, Iowa 

By JENNIFER EAL y 

T his area attracts a wide variety of waterfowl," said Tom Bell, 

manager of the Mark Twain National Wildlife Refuge near 

Wapello. "The district has great wildlife potential." During last 

year's floods this may have been said of most of Iowa. In this 

case, Bell was referring to the development of a project begun in Louisa 

County after the floods of '93. This southeastern Iowa county received 

extensive damage along the Iowa and Mississippi Rivers, forcing farmers 

in Louisa Levee District 8 to decide whether to 

rebuild the levee so they could continue farming 

or look for alternatives due to the continuing 

pressures ofMother Nature. Through a $2,000,000 

project initiated by the U.S.D.A. Soil Conserva­

tionService(SCS),coordinatedbythelowaNatu­

ral Heritage Foundation (INHF), and to be man­

aged by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS ), 

most of the levee district - twenty six hundred acres of Land - is to be 

converted into a wildlife refuge. To imagine how much land this is, picture 

four square miles or 2,600 football fields. 

Iowa Natural Heritage 
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A flood-

damaged 

levee district 

in Louisa 

County will 

soon become 

the 

Horseshoe 

Bend 

Division of 

the Mark 

Twain 

National 

Wildlife 

Refuge. 

Louisa Levee District 8 is located between Wapello and Oakville, 

nestled on the Iowa River six miles from where it meets the Mississippi 

River. To landowners in the district, flooding is not a new concept. 

Since 1929, the levee has broken or water has been over the top 15 times. 

In 1993, the levee district flooded three times and caused 2.7 million 

dollars in damages. ·The land sustained variable amounts of damage. 

The internal drainage system was destroyed and sand filled remaining 

drainage and road ditches. Sand bars two to three feet high and 

numerous scour holes dot the landscape. Trees lay twisted and dead. 

Flood waters have leached most of the nutrients out of the soil. A layer 

of silt remains on the land that may once have held a field of bountiful 

-~ crops. "The initial breaking of the levee didn't bother me much. I had 

been through it enough before," said Martha Hawk, a landowner in the 

district. "What really hurt was thatthe waterdidn'tgodowmightaway. 

It stayed high even when the levee broke." Neighbor Ed Yotter was out 

on the levee when it broke. "We spent three days down there 

reinforcing the levee," Yotter said. "The next thing you knew, you're 

standing on the levee watching the water come over." 

The landowners of Levee District 8 discussed several options. 

c They could continue farming the land by repairing the levee, paying 
-~ 20% of the cost themselves. Or, they could sell conservation easements 

on the land through the newly announced Emergency Wetlands Re­

serve program (EWRP). In areas hard-hit by floods, this program 

provides some payment to farmers in areas hard-hit by floods in return 

for easements that prohibit most agricultural practices on the land 

except hay and pasture use. Levees would be left unrepaired and the 

fields would be used as overflow areas to store water in times of 

flooding. 

The Soil Conservation Service formed a task force of interested 

groups and agencies to discuss whether a complete buy- out of Levee 

District 8 could be accomplished. The task 

force was a diverse set, including the U.S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service, Iowa Natural Heritage 

Foundation, Federal Emergency Management 

Agency (FEMA), Environmental Protection 

Agency, The Nature Conservancy, Pheasants 

Forever, Iowa Department of Natural Re­

sources (DNR), and several realtors and ag 

land appraisers. The plan centered around 

coupling EWRP easement payments with ad­

ditional funds to equal a buy-out figure the 

farmers would accept. This would give maxi­

mum revenue to the landowners and still save 

taxpayer dollars. Federal funds used for the INHF/Gerald Schnepf 

EWRPpayments and the land purchase would be significantly less than 

the cost in federal dollars to repair the levee and infrastructure and to 

make future crop subsidy and disaster payments. 

The Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation was chosen by the task 

force to coordinate the proposed project because of the Foundation's 

reputation for ingenuity, flexibility, quick action, and leadership on 

such model projects. Foundation staff met quickly with alll3landown­

ers in the district, explaining the proposal and learning about each one's 

Iowa Natural Heritage 

Other organizations crucial to 
this project: 

• SCS provided most of the 
funding through the EWRP 
program. 

• FWS provided most of the 
remaining funds needed to 
purchase the properties, and 
FWS will manage the refuge. 

• FEMA provided funds set for 
flood repair in the district to 
be used Instead for land 
purchase as an alternative 
flood plain program. 

• National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation (NFWF) and The 
Conservation' Fund (TCF) 
provided a revolving fund 
of $500,000 so that the land 
payments could be made 
more quickly to landowners. 
NFWF made grant funds 
available, and TCF matched 
that grant. Both will be 
repaid as federal funds 
become available. 

• Pheasants Foreve"r. lzaak 
Walton League, and 
Waterfowl USA provided 
private funding for the 
project. 

Louisa Levee District 8 received national 
attention. In November, Secretary of 
Agriculture Mike Espy (second from left) 
and General Galloway, executive director 
of the President's Committee on 
Interagency Floodplain Management 
Review visited the area. They met with 
landowners and organizations 
concerning the refuge option and 
declared the area a national model for 
alternative floodplain management. 
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Ignoring · finir1Ciaf~Pr061ems won't solve them 
By Dan Zinkand 

Iowa Farmer Today 

Inability to pay bills is common 
· among farmers hit by the Flood of 1993, 
Iowa Rural Concern attorney John Bak­
er in Des Moines says. 

He advises farmers who can't meet 
their obligations to talk with their credi­
tors and consider debt restructuring. 

There are a variety of sources for 
help. Farmers can check with the Farm 
Law Project of Legal Services Corp. of 
Iowa and private attorneys. 

"lOW A ATTORNEYS have been very 
good at helping out" by charging less or 
nothing for their services, he says. 

Farmers with financial problems want 
to know what their forfeiture, foreclo­
sure and bankruptcy rights are. 

Important issues to consider include: 
• Do you have good records? 
• Have you had your finances comput­

er analyzed by Extension? 

• What are your goals when you talk 
to a creditor? 

"Financial problems don't get better 
when you ignore them," Baker says. 

"I think next year we will continue to 
see the effects of the flood." 

In 1993, many farmers had grain to 
sell from the record 1992 crop, Baker 
says. But with the sharply reduced 1993 
yields, he notes, "I think we are going to 
see people with difficult financial posi­
tions." 

In 1993, there was a loss of liquidity 
and more borrowing, says Jeff Plagge, 
president of First National Bank of 
Waverly and chairman of the American 
Bankers Association's Executive Ag 
Committee. 

But Plagge says there also was a high 
level of cooperation as farmers talked 
with their lenders and Iowa State Uni­
versity Extension personnel. 

Farmers need to consider tax and 
financial considerations when disasters 
occur, he says. 

Although 1994 began really well for 
Iowa crops, Plagge notes, cattle and hog 

''Make sure to make your 
lender aware of things, 
whatever they might be. 
You never know what's 
available until you ask.'' 

Chris Beyerhelm 
FMHA farmer program chief 

Des Moines 

prices haven't fared so well. 
"You have your spring optimism, 

which is traditionally there." 

HE URGES farmers to communicate 
with their lenders and gather financial 
information. Having done this, it's rec­
ommended to review plans and carry 
through. :, i ' 

Farmers are advised to protect them­
selves from abnormal risk. It's too late 
for multi-peril crop insurance, but· hail 

insurance is still available. 
Plagge says if problems develop, don't 

delay talking to lenders. "Lenders just 
don't like surprises." 

When it comes to disaster assistance, 
Baker suggests farmers address the fol­
lowing questions: 

• If they were denied assistance, did 
they appeal? 

• Did they have an appeal hearing? 
• Did they have help at the hearing? 
Chris Beyerhelni, farmer program 

chief for the Farmers Home Administra­
tion (FmHA) in Des Moines, says he's 
surprised at how well the agency's loan 
portfolio came through the flood. 

As of June 17, the FmHA delinquency 
rate in Iowa was 10.8 percent. A year 
ago, it was 11.1 percent, Beyerhelm says. 

"For the kind of business we do, that's 
not too bad.' ' 

Like Plagge and Baker, Beyerhelm 
also says it's essential to communicate 
with lenders. "Make sure to make your 
lender aware of things, whatever they 
might be. You never know what's avail­
able until you ask." • 
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Remembering & Reco 

Photo courtesy of John Gorham Photography 

One year ago this month, the Pieper family of Wever watched as floodwaters threatened to engulf their Southeast . 
Iowa farm. Carl, Craig and Henry Pieper built this 6-foot dike last July around the perimeter of their farm when 
the levee on the nearby Mississippi River was swollen by floodwater. The levee broke July 11. Water rose to 
within 36 inches of the top, and one night 4-footwaves crashed in. But the dike held. SERIES BEGINS ON PAGE 3. 
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--· ~ng 
ne year ago, 

ery farmer in 
Iowa either 
personally waged 
a attle - or was · · 
glued to a television 
watching - as the 
horrors of the 
greatest flood of 
our time washed 
over us. 
In a two-week series, 
1FT revisits the summer 
of 1993 and tells the 
rebuilding story of the 
months that followed. 

INSIDE: 

WEEK1 
Month-by-month 

rainfall 
retrospective 

Emotional and 
~- ·financial stresses · 

of fighting nature 
Personal 

farmer accounts 



Good l'l ews ... 
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Flooding leads to new wildlife refuge; 
-· 1995 

Thanks to o11rr members! 
Iowa floodplairl restored in Louisa Co. 

Iowa's flood of '93 has led to the 
beginning of a wildlife refuge 
consisting of 2600 acres in Louisa 
County. 

This project was initiated by the 
U.S.D.A. Soil Conservation Service. 
!COordinated by the Iowa Natural 
Heritage Foundation · and is to be 
managed by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. Even though the 
project is a $2.000.000 expense. the 
amount to restore the levee district 
would have been an extra $1.5 

levee and drainage districts. 

~. 
10"'/A 

NATURAL l-IERITAGE 
FOUND.AJlON 

"FOR THOSE WHO FOLLOW" 

This project came about as a result 
of the devastation of land along the 
Iowa River and a decision of 
landowners to enroll in the Emergency 
Wetland Reserve Program , then sell 
the land to create the refuge. This area 
will now store water and reduce flood 
damage elsewhere the next time the 
Iowa River overflows. 

The new refuge will be known as 
the Horseshoe Bend Division of the 
Mark Twain National Wildlife 
Refuge. h includes several lakes 
formed by an old ox bow of the river. 
The remaining area will consist of 
rivertine forests, marshes or open 
areas. 

million. This project will serve as a 
This area. located six miles north · model from which the economic 

Where water quality begins 

of the Mississippi River between 
Wapello and Oakville, has flooded 15 
times in since 1929. The thirteen 
landowners involved agreed to the 
program which includes dissolving the 

impact and details may lead to more 
natural methods of managing flood 
plains in the U.S. It has also created 
an important wildlife refuge, not a 
common happening in Iowa. 

Daily lowegian, Centerville; August 15, 1994 

Joinlt efforts in the Raccoon River 
wat(~rshed could benefit everyone. 

8 y the time it gets to Des Moines, the 
Raccoon River has gathered alf the 
crud and corruption washed off of 

3Y2 million acres in western Iowa. It mixes 
everything from lawn and garden fertiliz­
ers to heavy-duty agricultural w~d and 
bug killers, plus feedlot runoff and any­
thing else that flows downhill, creating the 
swirling soup that serves as a major source 
of drinking water for one-t•~nth of Iowa's 
population. 

Des Moines Water Works director L. D. 
McMullen said analyses of the Raccoon's 
soup can measure the varying popularity 
of herbicides (Cyanazine is up, Atrazine is 
down) and also varying management prac­
tices. A decline in nitrogen may result from 

. more judicious use of the fertilizer. 
Herbicides and nitrogen c:an be toxic at 

sufficient concentrations; both are re­
moved (as is lots of other jUlnk) before the 
water goes into the city's pilpes. The river 
water's quality is obviously important to a 
lot of people. And last wee~~, several Iowa 
agricultural and environmental organiza­
tions revealed plans for a joint effort to 
show how that quality can be improved. 

Invo ved are the Iowa F'arm au, e 
Des Moines Water Works, Agribusiness As­
sociation of Iowa, commodity groups for 
soybeans, corn, hogs and c:attle, and the 
Iowa Natural Heritage Fowtdation, which 
spearheaded the effort. ThE~ organizations 
will provide the services; t:he Northwest 
Area Foundation of St. Paul Minn., will 
put up $554,000 to pay the: bills to set up 
demonstration projects of :soil and water 
management practices that help filter and 
purify the water reaching the Raccoon. 

Projects will include wetlands restora-

tion, creation of grass buffer strips along 
riverbanks, crop and feedlot management 
practices and other means of reducing pol­
lutants. Such practices also conserve the 
rich Iowa topsoils. 

In the half -century since Iowa soil con­
servation districts were organized, conser­
vation practices have been put in place on 
one-third to one-half of the state's 26 mil­
lion acres of farmland. They include ter­
races, small farm ponds, grassed water­
ways, etc. Bill McGill, who runs the 
financial incentive program for the Iowa 
Agriculture and Land Stewardship Depart­
ment's soil conservation division, said Sac, 
Carroll and Guthrie counties, three of the 
10 sharing part of the Raccoon watershed, 
are above average in percentage of 
farmers protecting their land. 

Since 1973, the state has paid half the 
cost for some of the cOnservation work un­
dertaken, and for 30 years before that, the 
fed~ral government has paid the same pro­
portion. But there is still much to be done, 
and recent congressional :slashing of soil­
conservation budgets makes outside help 

oom 1'-he N.orthw-est-Mea-Eounda,. 
tion's grant could hardly be better timed. 

Establishing a bunch of demonstration 
projects over 3~ million acres won't mea­
surably thin the soup of pollutants flowing 
in the Raccoon. But they can serve as mod­
els showing neighbors how easy or hard it 
is to keep the unwanted chemicals from 
reaching the rivers. And in time, as pollu­
tion-control practices spread, less topsoil 
would leave the watershed's farmlands, 
and a cleaner river could supply the needs 
of greaterDes Moines. 

Des Moines Register; October 19, 1994 

I~owa Natural Heritage assists 
i1n restoration of Burrows Pond 

Burrows Pond. a former wetland restoration of the pond will yield 
two miles northeast of Early, can valuable nesting grounds for wildlife 
now be restored. The Iowa Natural species. Mahn also said, however, 
Heritage Foundation has assisted in that the greatest news about 
negotiating two land purchases and Burrows Pond is its favorable 
two land trade agreements with area location within the drainage district. 
landowners to secure the entire "The wetland's location makes 
wetland basin. The Iowa Department the project more feasible because it -
of Natural Resources will own and ensures that neighboring drainage 
manage the site. dist!icts won't be adversely affected, 

The Burrows Pond restoration · Mahn said. "Wetlands trap silt and 
idea was initiated by the Farmers act like a water treatment facility by 
Mutual Hail Insurance Company breaking down contaminants. Water 
when the company's founders (the temporarily stored in marshes also 

· Rutledge family) chose this project alleviates flooding downstream, and 
as a centennial celebration project in this case, alleviates some of the 
(1893-1993). demands of the drainage district 

In 1992, the Rutledge family facility." 
contacted the Foundation to assist According to Mahn, the 
in the acquisition of the first two restoration of the pond could 
land parcels. Farmers Mutual Hail lmprove the local economy and 
Insurance Company provided major environment. "Public wetland areas 
funding in these initial land like Burrows Pond encourage 
purchases. The land trade hunting, birdwatching. and wildlife 
agreements have added two more photography," he said. 
parcels; total acreage for the He cited the popular Kiowa 
Burrows Pond wetland project is 291 Marsh, an INHF project three miles 
ac:res. south of Burrows Pond as an 

'The Foundation ts very pleased example where area and out-of-state 
to be Involved tn all four pieces of residents visit on a regular basis. 
the puzzle that wtll make the Mahn said Burrows Pond area opens 
restoration of Burrows Pond a to the public this fall when the 
realtty," Mountain said. addtn . "Out hunting season be~s. Access is 

----m~ 9,000 aereSc frt-~. 'fill~is--anQ--thmugh. a parlctng _ o a 
adjacent uplands across Iowa that gravel road one mile south of county 
the Foundation helps to protect, blacktop D 15, four miles south of 
Burrows Pond has been one of my Early on State Hwy 71. 
favorites and is an outstanding "Burrows Pond will also be host 
project. " to nongame species that require 

Wildlife biologist Mike Mahn of wetland habitat, such as the great 
the Iowa Department of Natural blue heron, yellow-headed blackbird 
Resources said the additional land and marsh wren; I see Burrows 
will] help provide uplands necessary Pond as a place where people can 
for the protection of the Integrity of view and visit a wetland eco-system. 
the marsh. Marshes make great outdoor 

'The ideal wetland requires three classrooms because students can 
acres of upland for every acre of observe first-hand a community of 
marsh," Mahn said, adding that the living organisms," Mahn added. 

Lake View Resort, June 29, 1994 

• Blood Run Project ~Dickinson Co. Spine Trail 
• Iowa Great Lakes 

Clean Water Project 

. . • BearCreek. ~ 
Waps1 Great Western Trail .Clear 

• 
Canoe Creek • Creek 

Raccoon River 
Watershed Project: 

Crawford Co. 
Woodland. 

Missouri River Wetland 

Smith Forest 

.St. BenedictWildlifeArea 
Addition • South · 

Pine Creek 

• Lost Island Lake 

• West Fork Des Moines River 

• Bauer Slough 

~ .I carl an Settlement Site • Gleich Easement 

'-Wabash Trace r--------::-----::----~~~==-:::::::::--::::---·-:-------, 
\ NatureTrail Examples of 1995 INHF Projects 

INHF/Kyle Swanson 

As an INHF 
member 
in 1995, 

you'll support 
gr~at projects 

like these. 

That's good 
news for 
all of us ... 

and "for those 
who follow.!" 



Construction on Wabash Trace 
proceeds with good weather Your membership dollars 

go to work 
Progress on the Wabash Trace Nature Trail is 

proceeding well, thanks to good weather for 
construction. Last year's rains and floods washed 
out several portions of the trail and stalled 
construction. Repairs are now being made by 
volunteers and contractors with partial funding 
from FEMA. 

"People are getting anxious to see the trail 
completed to Shenandoah this summer," said Lisa 
Hein, Trails and Greenways Director for the Iowa 

Natural Heritage Foundation. "There have been 
an estimated 20,000 to 30,000 visitor use days on 
the trail already this year, so it is important that 
we get caught up on construction and allow users 
to get to the small towns." 

Currently the trail is open and maintained from 
Council Bluffs to about four miles southeast of 
Malvern. Segments are completed around 
Imogene, Shenandoah and Coin. The goal is to 
complete the surfacing from Council Bluffs to 
Shenandoah by the end of August. 

South of Strahn the compacted limestone 
surface of the trail has been laid, but it has not 
been graded or rolled and the trail is not yet 
considered open. This segment and other 
unopened portions will receive a lower 
maintenance priority until the trail surface in 
completely finished. 

An Iowa Young Adult Conservation Corps 
crew has been working diligently on trail 
maintenance, mowing and sign installation. The 
crew is also helping to improve the prairie and 
grounds at the Iowa School for the Deaf which 
adjoins the trail. 

Tresemer Engineering of Red Oak has 
completed the design for the bridge across the 
East Nishnabotna River north of Shenandoah. 
The Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation will be 
seeking construction bids in mid-July. Federal 
funds to cost-share the bridge were confirmed 

Pahoja 
addition 
bought 

Lake Pahoja Recreation Area will soon 
grow in size. Working together, the Lyon 
County Conservation Board and the Soil and 
Water Conservation District negotiated with 
an adjoining landowner to acquire 50 acres 
to implement water control systems. 

Mike Wallance. director of the county 
conservation board, expressed his 
enthusiasm for the project to the group's 
members last week. "The usage potential of 
that area is turning out better than I thought. 
Things are looking good. " 

In addition to a couple acres of 
impounded water in the form of a wetland 
and pond, there will be room for parking. a 
walking trail and wildlife. 

Most of the funding for the acquisition is 
"in the bank" while the remainder. from 
$5 .000-$9.000. will be borrowed from the 
Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation with 
payback coming from REAP (Resource 
Enhancement and Protection) funds during 
the next five years. With possible possession 
in June. plans are being made to have the 
area surveyed. 

Lyon County Reporter, Rock Rapids; 
March 23, 1994 

all across Iow a! this spring. The required matching funds are 
being raised through an "adopt-a-plank" 
campaign in addition to major contributions and 
pledges. Donors can adopt a plank for $10; it will 
take 700 planks to get across the river plus 
approximately $15,000 to complete the 
construction into Shenandoah. 

Shenandoah Valley News Today; July 7,1994 

These stories are just a sample 
of the good news that happens 

all year long ... because of 
people like you! 

West Okoboji slough protected 

HOWARD TITIERINGTON'S GRANDSONS stand by the sign at the entrance to their family's portion of a 
wetland dedicated to the Clean Water Alliance Wetland Restoration Project. Standing, left to right, are 
Blake, Dylan and Cole, sons of Tim and Rhonda Titterington. (Photo by_ Doris Welle) 

By DORIS WELLE 
Editor 

The word slough conjures up 
images of shallow water, reeds and 
wide open spaces with prairie grasses 
blowing in the breeze . 

For one slough. that is not a 
completely accurate description. The 
town of West Okoboji has a slough 
completely within its city limits and 
it will remain there indefrnitely. 

Howard Titttrington. along with 
his family. and Ralph Wyatt with 
his family have dedicated some of 
their properties, which connect 
making the slo'Jlgh area. to a Clean 
Water Alliance Wetlands 
Restoration Project. 

The slough and its surrounding 
acreage has been put into a 
permanent easement which states 
the wetland can never be changed 

REAP grant winds its way 
over to Hoover Nature Trail 
By Lorie Hyten 
The Hawk Eye 

The Hoover Nature Trail has been awarded a $34.650 REAP grant from the 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources for acquisition of 45 acres of property 
in Des Moines County north of Burlington. 

Another $11550 must be raised from private sources to complete the 
acquisition from the William Gerdes Estate. 

The Hoover Nature Trail , sponsored by the Iowa Natural Heritage 
Foundation and the Iowa Trails Council, is a multi-use park and trail for 
hiking. biking and nature study. The proposed trail is 115 miles long. 
beginning i11 Cedar Rapids and continuing southeast to Burlington. with a spur 
to Muscatine. 

Currently more than 13 miles of trail has been surfaced. A three-mile 
segment near Morning Sun is complete except for a half-mile segment which 
has yet to be acquired. 

Anita O'Gara of the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation said the REAP grant 
approved Thursday will help with the acquisition of the ftrst section of trail to 
be improved in Des Moines County. 

The section of trail will follow the abandoned right of way of the Chicago. 
Rock Island and Pacific Railroad north of the YMCA Camp, connecting with 
the Y Camp Road. 

O'Gara said 28 acres of the tract is heavily wooded timber area where 
development will be limited. The remaining 17 acres follows the trail corridor. 

Hoover Nature Trail plans to use the timbered site for camping. hiking. 
picnicking, environmental and cultural education and for wildlife food and 
cover. The site is designated as a stopping point along the Hoover Nature Trail 
and will become part of the county system when the trail is completed. 

Burlington Hawk Eye; October 15, 1994 

into a development area or 
agricultural land. The easement was 
paid for by Clean Water Alliance 
funds used to protect the water 
quality of the Iowa Great Lakes. 

Funding for the Alliance project 
came from the Iowa Natural 
Heritage Foundation. U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife, U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and the Iowa Ag 
and Land Stewardship Association 
along with Reap Funds. 

The wetland restorations are 
handled through the Soil and 
Conservation Service in Dickinson 
County. "We gave the land over to 
be sure that it was never drained. we 
don't want that wetland to 
disappear," Titterington explained. 
When asked if the slough had a 
name, he said no. 

Wyatt and Titterington will 
continue to maintain the property 
and pay the taxes. The easement 
obtained insures that even after a 
change in ownership of the property. 
the wetland will remain. No one can 
change that. 

According to SCS officials; there 
are a total of 14 wetlands set aside 
in the Iowa Great Lakes watershed 
area; mostly in rural areas. 
However, thanks to the Titteringtons 
and Wyatts. the town of West 
Okoboji has one of its own. 
complete with a lifetime guarantee. 

Milford Mail ; September 1, 1994 



Kit Spangler 
Henry County 

Southeast Iowa farmer Kit Spangler 
figures last year was one for the 
history books. 

"I've never seen a year like last year 
and I hope I don't ever see it again. It's 
living a part of history, I guess," he 
says. 

"Last year we finished planting corn 
around the 20th of June. I had to pinch 
myself that I was planting some fields 
because the conditions were so bad. 
One bottom field was so wet, the clods 
squished back around the seeds." 

Spangler's perseverance was 
unrewarded. He only harvested 0-25 
bushels an acre. 

"The only side effect (from last year) 
is I'm trying to recover from my forage 
problems," says Spangler, who milks 60 
Holsteins near Hillsboro (shown at 
right). His alfalfa crop was drowned 
out. He is trying to re-establish those 
stands. 

FLOOD OF 1993: Farmers remem 



The Emergency Wetlands 
Reserve Program 
The Emergency Wetlands Reserve Program was 
established in 1993 to offer alternatives to rebuild­
ing levees for protection of croplands against 
flooding. Iowa is one of eight Midwest states eligi­
ble for the program. 

In the EWRP, landowners are encouraged to con­
sider restoring flooded lands to wetlands rather 
than rebuilding levees, clearing debris, and restor­
ing the land to cropland. 

Landowners are offered the opportunity to sell per­
manent easements to the federal government, 
which guarantees the land will remain in wetlands. 

The program is administered by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture's Soil Conservation 
Service. The agency offered a signup period in the 
fall of 1993 for landowners in the state that led to 
more than 5600 acres of flood-prone land being 
accepted into the program. 

A signup for the program continues, with interest 
by landowners in the program surpassing the gov­
ernment funding available. 

185 EWRP offers submitted as of July 13, 1994. 
LD-8 accounts for a large portion of the 14,676 
acres offered. 

A Wetlands 
Restoration Project 

-
·~ 

·~· ,-

A History of Broken Levees, 
Flooded Croplands 
Levee District 8, a 3,000 acre area in Louisa County, 
Iowa, has a history of being flooded by the Iowa River. 
The levee district had received federal funds to repair 
damaged levees 14 times in the past 60 years. 

Levee repair costs over the years have totaled 
$850,000; in 1993 dollars, the cost of repairing levees 
has been more than $3.9 million. 

The estimated cost to repair levees broken by the 1993 
floods was $757,000. On October 13, at a meeting of 
landowners and a number of federal and state agen­
cies, landowners were generally in favor of selling their 
land because of the flood-prone nature of the area. On 
March 31, 1994, the LD8 Board of Trustees voted to 
disband and abolish the levee district. 

The Wetlands Option q 

Most of the 12 landowners within the flooded area are 
opting to enter the Emergency Wetlands Reserve 
Program, granting permanent easements to the federal 
government for wetlands and wildlife use of the area. 
In other cases, the land may be purchased by private 
conservation organizations. 

Most of the area will become designated as the 
Horseshoe Bend Division of the Mark Twain Wildlife 
Refuge, and will be maintained as a refuge by the U.S. 
Fish and VJildlife Service. 

Agencies and groups supporting the levee district in 
restoring more than 2000 acres of floodprone cropland 
to wetlands include the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, FEMA, the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources, Environmental 
Protection Agency, Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation, ' 
Nature Conservancy, Pheasants Forever, Ducks 
Unlimited, the Fish and Wildlife Foundation, and the 
Louisa County Soil and Water Conservation District. 

Expected Benefits 
The broken levees will not be repaired, allowing . 
the Iowa Riv,er to recreate the natural floodplain. 
As a managed wetland area, the floodplain will 
also be restored to bottomland hardwood forest. It 
is expected to attract migratory birds, and will pro­
vide recreation and educational opportunities for 
the public. 

The wetland will ease flooding downstream, pro­
vide a variety of plant species, and improve fish 
and wildlife habitat. 
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Levee District 8 

Iowa River 

f! 

Mississippi River 

Illinois · 

~·. f 

Louisa 
County 

( . 
r 

LOB 
Landowners 

1 Martha Hawk 

2 Mary Boysen 

3 J. Dulin 

4 Jack Parsons 

5 Gabeline Trucking 

6 Ed Yotter 

7 Paul Gustison 

8 William Archibald 

9 Janet Lanz 

10 Tom Lindeen 

11 Gary Spitznogle 

12 David Grimm 



Louisa County farmers will 
be able to participate in a 
first-of-its-kind effort to publicly 
thank Iowa farmers for their soil 
and water conservation accom­
plishmentslatethisyear.Agroup 
of conservation and farm orga­
nizations are spearheading a 
campaign that is expected to in­
volve urban as well as farm 
groups in thanking up to 30,000 
farmers in Iowa for their progress 
in environmental protection. 

ty farmers to be 
conseiVation efforts 

'ng good conservation practices. 
Look for ballot boxes around the 
local communities and nominate 
as many farmers as you would 
like who are practicing good con­
ervation on their land. 

Conservation . and farm 
roups are planning apprecia-
. on events after this fall's harvest 

many counties across the state. 
anizers plan to invite as many 

$ 300 farmers in each county to 
ive a token of appreciation 

and thank you' s from urban, 
conservation, environmental, 

and business groups. 
''We're fairly certain such an 

ambitious plan has never been 
undertaken, here or anywhere 
else," says Shawn Dettmann, 
District Conservationist. ''But on 
the other hand, the progress in 
conservation is unprecedented, 
too, so I think the idea is a good 
one. The general feeling is it's 
about time we thanked our 
conservation-minded farmers," 
Dettmann says. 

In Louisa County the Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
Commissioners are planning to 
honor local farme~~Wb.a..am~~~~~_;;_;:_~--_,--1 

Jeff Vonk, State Conserva­
tioni~~ fQr the Soil Conservation 
Service in Iowa, confirmed that 
conservation work is being ap­
plied by farmers at an accelerated 
rate. 'The floods last year really 
slowed conservation work, but 
in 1992 conservation practices 
were applied at rates from 2 to 9 
times traditional rates. We can 

! seethe differences on the ground 
f as we travel across the state," he 
1 says. 



Melvin Johnston 
Woodbury County 

Last year's flooding resulted in 
strangely skewed records on the Melvin 
Johnston farm near Smithland in 
Western Iowa. Johnston's corn yields 
ranged from 195 bushels per acre on 
high ground to zero on flooded land, 
with an across-the-farm average of 25 
bu./acre. 

The 195 bu. were enough for Johnston 
to win first place in the state division of 
the National Corn Growers Association 
contest. 

"The river (Little Sioux) started going 
out on the 18th of June (1993). It showed 
up on the 19th and 20th. That's when I 
was flooded," says Johnston. 

The river was rising again this past 
June 20 as wild weather ranged across 
Western Iowa that day . 

. "The river is out up at Spencer and 
Cherokee, but going down now," says 
Johnston. "It will be up again if we get 
a good rain up there." 
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Reaching out · for help 
Taking care of 
yourself, as well as 
crops, livestock 
By Dan Zinkand 

Iowa Farmer Today 

f the cows are sick, 
cattlemen call a vet. 
For weed problems, 
growers rely on advice 
from crop consultants 
and chemical dealers. 

For stress or other personal 
problems, farmers need to use 
the same information-seeking 
approach, says Dr. Val Farmer, 
a Rapid City, S.D., psychologist 
and 1FT columnist. 

Asking for advice is just an­
other way of maximizing re­
sources, says Dr. Farmer. 

And it lets farmers retain 
control of their lives, 

"Once you get those good 
ideas, you are back off and 
running again." 

AS lOW A farmers get back 
on the track after the Flood of 
1993, calls to the Iowa Rural 
Con·cern Hotline in Des Moines 
for advice are on the rise. 

In May, the hotline received 
841 calls, · twice as many as in 
May 1993. 

"It's building," hotline coun­
selor Jan Fleming says. "It's 
not dying down." 

The number of calls is the 
highest for a May since the 
hotline began in 1985. 

Fleming says while people 
who call survived the flood, 
they are distraught 

"We have a lot of calls of 
stress in the marriages," she 
says. 

"When a farmer fails at farm­
ing, he's losing his identity, the 
way of life. he's always known," 

Calls on gradual uptrend this year 

Number of monthly calls to Iowa 
2,000 Rural Concern hotline during 

three stressful periods for farmers 
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Source: Iowa Rural Concern, started in 1985 

Fleming notes. She says strug­
gling farmers feel they've 
"screwed up," then wonder: 
"Who am I, if I'm not a farm­
er?" 

Dr. Farmer says signs of 
stress include: 

• Worry, high anxiety, de­
pression and other strong emo­
tions; 

• loss of energy and lack of 
concentration; 

• weight gain or loss; 
• increase or decrease in 

sleep; and 
• anger, irritability and 

blame. 
Fleming and Dr. Farmer offer 

the following suggestions for 

I FT graphic by Lori S. Leonard 

people who believe friends or 
family are stressed: 

• Don't wait, talk to the per­
son; 

• build trust, which takes 
time and patience; and 

• be concerned when some­
one is quiet and remote. 

Fleming says there are 47 
members of the Family Support 
Network throughout the state to 
help people cope with problems. 

Hotline callers are referred to 
the appropriate network staff 
member. All calls are confiden­
tial. The hotline is answered 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. 

Dr. Farmer says people who 
are stressed often try to solve 

things by themselves, which of­
ten makes things worse. 

Sharing problems and ex­
pressing emotion is helpful, he 
advises. People then can sort 
out the options for solving prob­
lems. 

Concrete plans help people 
regain control, Dr. Farmer says. 
"You can manage during a time 
of crisis. . . . Your management 
has to sharpen up to cope with 
the new circumstances." 

Dr. Farmer says if people's 
efforts to turn things around 
fail, "they need to look for 
outside resources." 

He says farmers are mqre 
reluctant than others to seek 
help. ;; 1 

DR. FARMER ADVISES peo­
ple to stop worrying about what 
the neighbors think. 

In fact, he says, there's a 
pleasant surprise waiting for 
farmers who seek help: "Once 
they do that, they find them­
selves surrounded by people 
who are supportive." 

People commonly continue to 
suffer from the effects of a 
disaster one year later, says 
Victor Fischer, University of 
Iowa assistant professor of so­
cial work in Iowa City. 

And people typically 're-expe­
rience much ofi the emotion of a 
traumatic event -on its first an­
niversary and subsequent 
years, Fischer explains. 

He suggests farmers get to­
gether with friends on the anni­
versary and discuss not only 
what they lost, but also what 
they gained from the flood. 

While there were negatives, 
Fischer says, people found they 
were able to handle lots of 
problems. 

And communities worked to­
gether in the flood's aftermath. 

"I really encourage celebra­
tion," he says. • 

Seeking 
assistance 

· Agencies and organizations 
offer assistance to farmers. 
Listed are the types of 
services offered, contact 
names and/or telephone 
numbers. 

FARM FOCUS -Job 
training for families 
Creston: 
Pat Butcher - 800-222-6857 
Waterloo: 
Carol Mackintosh 
800-299-3430 

FARMERS HOME 
ADMINISTRATION 
Financial, Credit 
Farm Program Chief 
Chris Beyerhelm 
515-284-4695 

FARM LAW PROJECT 

1 

•.•••• Legal Services Corp. of 
Iowa 
Cedar Rapids: 
Tim Jackson - 800-332-0419 
Council Bluffs: 
David Lawler - 800-432-9229 
Des Moines: 
Scott Hartsook - 800-532-1275 

IOWA MEDIATION 
SERVICE - 515-223-2318 

IOWA RURAL 
CONCERN 
Counseling, Referral 
800-44 7-1985 

PRAIRIEFIRE 
Advice, Referral 
515-282:.0052 
Also, check the telephone 
book for the nearest offices 

,, ofArea Agency on Aging, 
Iowa State Univ~rsity Exten­
sion, Community Mental 
Health Center and 

. Community Action Program, 

Source: Above agencies 



SIGNS OF TROUBLE 

1FT file photo 

In March 1993 the signs of what was to come were already being reflected in some Iowa fields. This soaked 
Henry County field of corn stubble is in Southeast Iowa. 

ABOVE: As yet another storm rolled into Muscatine 
County near Nichols last July, this sign alerted motor­
ists they'd need to find another route to their destina­
tion. The photo was taken on Iowa Highway 70. 
RIGHT: During normal times, one can look at this 
area and see farmland in . the distance. Last July, 
however, the converging Iowa and Cedar rivers near 
Columbus Junction submerged much of the Louisa 
County countryside. 1FT photos by Ron De Christopher 

What a difference a year makes 
By Ron De Christopher personal and financial help. 

Iowa Farmer Today 
Additional coverage includes details of the $11 mil­

lion-plus distributed so far to Iowa farmers through the 
Emergency Conservation Program. That tops any other 

fter what must have seemed like an ASCS flood disaster aid offered in Iowa. 
ordeal on the high seas last year for 
flood-weary farmers, the waters a year 
later are calming. 

Many across the state report it's been a 
relatively good growing season so far. 

But on the human side, troubles tied to the Flood of 
1993 haven't receded. The number of calls to Iowa· Rural 
Concern hotline in May 1994 were the highest for that 
month since the hotline began in 1985. 

• WEEK ONE of a two-part series 
.THE FLOOD 0~ 1993: Remembering and Recovering 

In an Iowa Farmer Today two-week retrospective on 
last year's trauma, psychologist Dr. Val Farmer in an 
interview says farmers can regain control of their lives 
by seeking help for stress. 

The money went toward repairing terraces and other 
conservation structures, removing debris, leveling and 
shaping land and fixing fences. 

Also, the Soil Conservation Service reports many 
Iowans are removing flood-damaged farmland from row 
crop production and restoring it to wetlands under the 
Emergency Wetland Reserve Program. 

Weather-wise, soil moisture figures from Iowa Agri­
cultural Statistics in Des Moines help tell the tale of two 
seasons: 

• Topsoil moisture was 3 percent surplus as of June 
26 this year, compared with 77 percent as of June 27 hist 
year. 

• Subsoil moisture was 4 percent surplus this year, 
compared with 85 percent last year. 

Consider the grim and soggy news in Ag Statistics' 
Crops and ·Weather report for the week ending July 11 

And finding help with their finances is equally last year. 
important, say experts who work with farmers and ag 
finance. 

1FT'S senes includes a list of where to reach out for 

Into Iowa's ninth consecutive month of above-normal 
precipitation, the report stated: "Heavy thunderstorms 

See next page: 'Flood retrospective • • • 
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SoU practices Loan Progr&lll 

The 1994 legislative session 
has established a new Soil Loan 
Program. The act included an 
appropriation of $500,000. This 
appropriation is to establish an 
interest-free loan program, 
making funds available to land­
owners for any required match­
ing contribution to the Federal 
Emergency Conservation Pro­
gram for the repair of permanent 
soil and water conservation 

practices. Loan funds shall only 
be used by persons who receive 
assistance under ECP to restore 
a practicetoitscondition priorto 
the flood damage which occurred 
in 1993. 

Funds will be allocated by the 
Division of Soil Conservation on 
a first come first served basis. 
Applications for the program are 
to be made through the Soil and 
Water Conservation Districts. All 
practices need to be approved by 
the commissioners and the tech­
nical staff has to inspect the 
practice to determine if the re­
pair meets eligibility require­
ments. 

Landowners have until June 
1, 1995 to complete the project. A 
20 year maintenance agreement 
is required. 

Loan funds are to be used in 
combination with USDA-ASCS, 
Emergency Conservation Pro­
gram funds to pay up top 100% 
of the cost of repair. Each loan 
made shall be for a period not to 
exceed 5 years. Loans shall be 
paid back to the loan fund i~ 
equal yearly installments due 
March 1 of each year the loan is 
in effect. 

If you have any questions or 
are interested in the program 

·: contact the SWCD office. 



T&ke time to _review your conservation pl~n 
Winter is a good time to review -.To help you stay eligible for the Row Direction refers to contour-

your co·nservation Compliance Plan. federal programs, take a close look at ing or farming across the slope. If 
While making your cropping plans the items that are required for Con- your plan called for these times, 
for the upcoming season on your servationCompliance. Usuallyitems grassed headlands or field borders 
Highly Erodible Land, remember to 1 through 4 listed above are consid- are usually part of the system. 
coordinf}te those decisions with the _ered to be required· items. Other Tillage Systems are planned ac- . 
components in your plan. items may also be included. ' cording to the amount of residue left 

Your plan should cover the major Crop Rotations should be reviewed on the surface of the ground after 
items such as: 1. Crop RQtation. 2. to see if your cropping history is planting. This is usually expressed in 
Row Direction 3. Tillage Systems. 4. similar to what has been planned. For the percent of the ground that is cov­
Waterways; example, if you have planned a con- ered by last year's crop residue. Ex-

In addition, some plans have addi- tinuous com rotation, your cropping amples might be 30% soybean stubble 
tional items such as terraces, field history should not show soybeans or 60% cornstalks. Your plan could 
strips, and contour buffer strips. being planted in that field. Consv. cont. Page 8 

Conservation plan 
cont. from page 1 

also list the type of tillage system to 
be used, such as no-till. With the 
excellent conditions we had last fall 
some additional tillage may have been 
done and you may want to take an 
extra look at this component of your 
conservation plan. 

Waterways should be field in­
spected to make sure grass is well 
established and no gullies. have 
formed. Waterways are required in 
fields where runoff starts to concen­
trate and erosion is not controlled by 
other methods such as terraces. 

Everyone participating in USDA 
farm programs was required to have 
their conservation plans fully appli~d 
by January 1st of 1995. Our office is 
required to complete sta us reviews of 
conservation plans every spring to 
determine whether or not these plans 
are applied. In the past if a producer 
was found not to be following their 
conservation plan we had the option 
to carry them over to the ne~t year 
while they brought the plan up to date. 
We are no longer allowed to do that 
and the determination will be made 
FINAL within the same year: 



Dear Friend: 

'United States Senate 

Washington 'D.C. 

October 26, 1994 

With great pride, we commend you for your efforts to preserve 
Iowa's soil and water resources through implementation of 
conservation measures. 

Your accomplishments, along with those of thousands of other 
Iowa farmers have had a tremendous impact on improving the 
quality of our environment. Future generations will look back 
with appreciation on the difference you made in helping to 
preserve these limited resources. 

Thank you for everything you have done and keep up the 
great work! 

fi::lfJ.~ 
CHARLES E. GRASSLEY 
United States Senator 

TOM HARKIN 
United States Senator 

Not printed at government expense 





RECORD BREAKING 
RAINFALL: 
Iowa's wettest summer 

"By far it was the wettest sum­
mer ever recorded in Iowa his­
tory" 

Harry Hillaker 
State Climatologist 

Cover photo courtesy of the Des Moines 
Register I Photo by Bob Nandell 
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D uring the summer of 1993, a 
measurable rain fell somewhere in 

the state for more than 40 consecutive 
days and nights. 

The downpours repeatedly filled 
Iowa's streams and rivers to flood stage 
levels. Many times the waters over­
flowed streambanks, flooding farmland 
and backyards alike. 

According to State Climatologist Harry 
Hillaker, Iowa experienced its wettest 
summer in history during 1993. 

Iowa had reached 
its normal annual 

and Red Rock - were full and flowing 
through their spillways. 

In response to the record rains, Iowans 
sandbagged their homes, reinforced 
levees and helped their neighbors move 
to higher ground. 

Flood damage was so widespread, all 
99 counties were declared disaster areas 
by the federal government. 

The Iowa Association of Counties esti­
mated the flooding caused at least $30 
million in damages to public facilities. 

rainfall level by Summer 1993 rainfall compared to average years 
July. By September, 
the state reached 
record annual 
precipitation. 

Dozens of rivers 
and streams across 
the state remained 
above flood stage 
for days at a time. 
In July, all of the 
state's major reser­
voirs-

Saylorville, 
Coralville, Rathbun 

Average Rainfall 

Saturated ground prevented a million 
acres of com and soybeans from being 
planted in 1993. And crops that survived 
to harvest didn't always do well. Last 
year was the smallest hay crop since 
1949 and the worst oat crop ever. 

This book illustrates and explains how 
the USDA Soil Conservation Service in 
Iowa responded to the heavy rains and 
floods of 1993. SCS helped restore dam­
aged conservation practices, repair dam­
ages to public facilities and worked with 
other agencies and groups to provide 
assistance to as many Iowans as possible 
during the state-wide flood recovery 
effort. 

Iowa's record breaking rains 

48.2 

1982 1957 1973 1909 1881 1993 

Many roads and bridges across the state, including this one in Montgomery County, 
were temporarily closed because of high waters or damages caused by flooding. 
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IT MIGHT HAVE 
BEEN WORSE: 
What worked and 
what didn't 

"That watershed project 
helped us a bunch, only one 
person got badly flooded here 
in Dunlap" 

. 

4 

Martin Smith 
Dunlap Mayor 

A ccording to historical data, the 
damages caused by the spring and 

summer floods of 1993 could have been 
worse. 

Soil conservation practices like no-till 
farming, crop residue management, ter­
races and contour stripcropping 
helped reduce erosion and runoff 
caused by Iowa's record rainfall. 

When these practices were 
widely used in a concentrated 
area, along with erosion and flood 
control dams as part of a water-
shed protection project, the com­
bination reduced upland flooding 
damages. 

For instance, a FEMA official 
assessing statewide damages 
noticed a striking lack of damages 
to the roads and bridges in the 
Dane Ridge Watershed Project, 
while a drainage area just over 
the ridge had serious flooding 
damages. 

Dunlap Mayor Martin Smith 
said a watershed project that 
includes a dam upstream from his 
town prevented terrible flooding. 

''Without that project, we wouldn ' t 
have been so lucky," he said. 

However, despite watershed projects 
and the use of soil conservation practices 
some severe erosion did occur in the 
state. SCS conservationists estimated 
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Despite a 170 percent increase in rainfall during the spring 
and summer of 1993, there was 40 percent less severe erosion. 

Iowa had 2.4 million acres of severe ero­
sion - defined as land with 20 or more 
tons of soil loss an acre. This damage 
cost Iowa farmers about $14 an acre or 
$35 million, according to SCS estimates. 

If it weren't for the recent voluntary 
soil conservation efforts of farmers, how­
ever, erosion damages could have easily 
tripled. For instance, in 1984 there were 
four million acres of severe erosion with 
a rainfall of only 60 percent of 1993 
amounts. 

The record rainfall caused major dam­
age to conservation practices. SCS con­
servationists estimated nearly 80 percent 
of the grassed waterways installed in the 
last two years were damaged by gully 
erosion. As many as 10 percent of the 
terraces in the state were damaged by 
overtopping or filling with sediment. 
Total damages to conservation practices 
were estimated at about $20 million. 

Established terraces and grassed water­
ways that were used in a conservation 
system with crop residue management 
and other practices stood up to the rains 
much better than those that were used 
alone. 

Projects that offer entire watershed protection, including Prairie Rose in western Iowa, 
helped prevent severe erosion during 1993. 5 



TO RECOVERY: 
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bining resources with SCS we 
made the proper repairs and 

better served the public, " 

Jim Hogan 
Federal Highway 
Administration 

When the flood waters broke through 
levees, more than just farm fields 

and residential homes were damaged. 
Many public facilities including roads, 
bridges and sewer lines, were damaged 
as well. 

Through the Emergency Watershed 
Protection (EWP) program, SCS is help­
ing communities with public facilities 
damaged by last year's floods. In mid­
July of 1993, SCS staff began surveying 
and assessing flood damages. At the 
same time a core group of engineers, 
technical and support staff formed the 
EWP headquarters in Indianola. 

Through the EWP program, SCS pays 
the costs of repairing eligible sites after a 
community or other unit of government 
requests assistance by submitting a Dam­
age Survey Report (DSR). 

Ineligible DSRs were referred to 
other agencies. 

For the first six months of the recovery 
effort, SCS officials waived the rule 
requiring sponsors to match federal funds 
with a local contribution. 

However, since December 10, 1993, 
sponsors have been required to match 
federal funding with a 20 percent local 
contribution. 

To meet this requirement, local spon­
sors have contributed cash, in-kind goods 
and services, or a combination. 

More than 1,000 requests for assistance 
were submitted before Iowa SCS stopped 
accepting new requests on January 15, 
1994. Iowa received more EWP assis­
tance requests than any of the other nine 
eligible Midwest states. Kansas, which 
received 695 requests, ranked second. As 
of January, 3,340 assistance requests 
were received by the eligible states. 

Within Iowa, 80 counties submitted 
assistance requests. About 40 percent of 
the requests were submitted by southwest 

Many projects, similar to this Page County 
bank stabilization project, were funded 
through EWP. 

Iowa counties, including Montgomery 
County, which submitted more than 50 
requests. 

Iowa EWP projects include repairing 
levees which have been breached or 
overtopped with flood waters, removing 

By February 1994, SCS had completed 
206-more than 20 percent -of its high­
est priority repair projects, at a cost of 
$5.4 million. Another $3.5 million had 
been contracted. 

Nationally, about $19 million had been 

spent on completed repairs or had been 
contracted for future projects by Febru­
ary 1994. 

Iowa SCS will continue to work on 
,, emergency projects through 1994 and · 

possibly longer. 
debris from bridge pil­
ings and other struc­
tures, and stabilizing 
streambanks to protect 
public facilities like 
roads and bridges. 

Damage Survey Reports submitted by Iowa counties 

The cost for making 
all the requested repairs 
is estimated at $37.7 
million. In 1993, Iowa 
SCS received a total of 
$12.88 million for 
flood repair work. 

However, Iowa SCS 
will receive additional 
EWP funding through a 
supplemental emer­
gency appropriations 
bill passed by Congress 
in February. Because of 
the additional funding, 
there should be enough 
money to complete all 
eligible repairs. 

~Debris removal 
..a. Levee repair 
~ Bank stabilization 

Other 

February 1994 
7 



EWP: 
Bank Stabilization 

"If we hadn't gotten the help 
as fast as we did, the next 
heavy rain would have 

knocked out that bridge" 

Dave Paulson 
Carroll Com~ty Engineer 

8 

About half the EWP assistance 
requests sent to SCS asked the 

agency to help stop the erosion of stream 
and river banks near public facilities. 

These projects can be found across the 
entire state; however, a majority were 
concentrated in southwest Iowa. 

Bank stabilization sites were among the 
highest priority projects, because in 
many cases the problem threatened coun­
ty and state bridges. 

Work began immediately on some bank 
stabilization projects in July. By Febru­
ary, 53 of the 558 projects were complet­
ed with another 30 projects underway. 

About 250 projects were referred to other 
agencies. 

One of the projects completed last fall 
included a bridge in Carroll County. 

Dave Paulson, Carroll County Engi­
neer, worked with SCS engineers to keep 
that bridge from collapsing. 

"If we hadn't gotten the help as fast as 
we did the next heavy rain would have 
knocked out that bridge," he said. "We 
would have had a big chunk of concrete 
out there in the creek." 

A bank stabilization project in Carroll County prevented this bridge from collapsing. 

1 

A pproximately one out of every ten 
EWP projects in Iowa involved 

repairing a levee that had been breached 
or overtopped by flood waters. 

Many of these projects were concen­
trated in extreme southwest Iowa along 
the Nishnabotna River and along the trib­
utaries of the Mississippi River in south­
east Iowa. 

The highest priority levee repair pro­
jects were near public facilities such as 
water treatment plants, where the safety 
of entire communities was threatened. 

At one site SCS helped repair five bro- EWP: 
ken and damaged areas along a two-mile 
stretch of levee in Clinton County that Levee repair 
was protecting county roads and several 
hundred acres of farmland. .-.,: · 

"We couldn't get in the field all 
summer-didn't get anything planted. I 
know we'd have been flooded this spring 
again if the levee wasn't fixed," said Paul 
Riedesel, who farms near Wheatland. 

By February, SCS had completed 25 
levee repair projects. An additional 23 
sites were underway or were in the 

,...---------------, design stage. About 40 
levee repair projects 
were referred to other 
agencies. 

II 
'I ~ 

Randy Robb, Fremont 
County District Conser­
vationist, surveys a levee 
repair project before it 
was completed late last 
fall. 

"I was worried about whether 
they'd get the dike fixed before 
winter, but they did it fast, and 

did a good job" 

Paul Riedesel 
Clinton County Farmer 

9 



"Our crews had a hard time 
keeping up with the debris. 
EWP was the blessing we 

needed" 

Chuck Malek, Chairman 
Howard County Board 
of Supervisors 

M any bridges and other public facili­
ties across the state were threat­

ened by the debris carried downstream 
by flood waters. 

Nearly 20 percent of the requests sub­
mitted asked SCS to help communities 
remove debris from bridges and other 
public facilities. These projects were also 
concentrated in the southern half of Iowa, 
especially in the southwest and southeast 
comers of the state. 

Debris removal was among the highest 
priority emergency work during the first 

months of the recovery effort. Quick 
action was necessary to prevent future 
rains from causing more damages which 
would have been more costly to repair. 

About 60 percent of the 201 debris 
removal projects were completed by 
February. SCS was also preparing con­
tracts for an additional five sites. 

About 30 debris removal projects were 
referred to other agencies. 

Debris removal 
projects, like 
this one in 
Howard County, 
were high 
priority EWP 
projects. 

B etween September 1993 and 
February 1994 about 60 SCS engi­

neers and engineering technicians from 
across the country helped the Iowa staff 
design and supervise EWP repair pro­
jects. 

Six contract specialists also worked in 
Iowa, helping prepare bid packets and 
other contracting work. Each worked in 
the state for about six weeks. 

Out-of-state help included three volun­
teers from Canada. The Canadian gov­
ernment paid their salaries while the vol­
unteers worked in Iowa. 

One Canadian volunteer engineer, 
Wade Morrison, designed grade stabi­
lization, streambank stabi-
lization and levee repair 
projects for an 18-
county area. 

"No one had previ­
ously worked on 
such a tight sched­
ule, so we brought 
all our ideas together. 
We were trying differ­
ent designs, improving 
them as we went," he said. 
"I'd do it again. I like the chal­
lenge of complicated jobs." 

Wade Morrison and Jim Melville, both of the 
Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Administration 
of Saskatchewan, Canada, measure riprap. 

Engineers from these 
states helped Iowa SCS. 

SCSFLOOD 
RECOVERY TEAM: 
Help from across 
the country 

"It was amazing with people 
coming and going so often, 
that a team could work so well 

together" 

Wade Morrison 
Canadian volunteer 

11 



EMERGENCY 
CONSERVATION 
PROGRAM: 
Repairing conservation 
practices 

"We've had a record amount 
of requests from Iowa farmers 
asking for ECP funds to 

repair damaged practices" 

12 

Tom Grau 
ASCS State 
Executive Director 

S CS conservationists and con­
servation contractors contin­

ue to work with Iowa farmers to 
repair damaged conservation 
practices. 

The Emergency Conservation 
Program (ECP), a USDA-funded 
program administered by the 
Agricultural Stabilization and 
Conservation Service (ASCS), 
provides money to farmers to 
help repair conservation prac­
tices like terraces and grassed 
waterways which were damaged 
by the flooding of 1993. 

Iowa farmers received more 
than $7 million in ECP funds 
through ASCS to help repair 
damaged conservation practices. 
Farmers could receive up to 64 
percent cost share; each local 
committee set deadlines and cost 
share amounts for their county. 

Farmers from more than 90 
Iowa counties applied for cost 
share funds through ECP. 

Record heavy rains washed over saturated Iowa 
farmland, damaging conservation practices 
including this terrace in Fremont County. 

The Emergency Wetlands Reserve 
Program (EWRP) is helping farmers 

and landowners convert qualifying flood­
damaged cropland to wetlands. 

Farmers with land covered by flood 
waters in 1993 were offered an alterna­
tive to the expensive process of restoring 
their land for crop production. 

More than 14,000 acres of flooded 
Iowa cropland were submitted to EWRP. 
About 38 percent, or 5,344 acres, were 
accepted into the program initially. Iowa 
received an initial allotment of $4.23 mil­
lion in EWRP funding for easement, 
restoration and other costs. 

In Louisa County, Iowa SCS worked 
closely with the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA), 
Iowa Natural Heritage Founda­
tion, Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources, the U.S . Fish and 
Wildlife Service and others to 
convert about 3,600 farmland 
acres into a floodplain wetland. 

Missouri had the most EWRP 
offers, with 21,600 acres submit­
ted and 12,300 acres accepted. 
Nationally, landowners from the 
seven Midwest states eligible for 

EWRP submitted a total of 43,680 acres. 
About 60 percent- 25,400 acres -were 
accepted into the program at an estimated 
cost of $15 million. 

Under EWRP, SCS purchases a perma­
nent easement to the land entered into the • 
program and pays for wetland construc­
tion and restoration. In Iowa, these ease­
ment values were set after SCS officials 
consulted with other agencies, farm com­
modity and environmental groups, and 
farm managers and appraisers. Iowa 
easement values ranged from $962 to 
$388 per acre. 

Farmers with land accepted into the 
program are required to maintain the 
restored wetland area. 

Accepted EWRP offers 

EMERGENCY 
WETLANDS 
RESERVE PROGRAM: 
Providing an alternati e 

"EWRP is a great example of 
how agencies can work with 
private-interest groups to best 
benefit the public" 

Edward A. Thomas 
Federal Emergency 
Management Agency 

13 



RECOVERY 
PARTNERS: 
State and· federal 
agencies pull together 

"Agencies on the levee review 
committee worked together to 
assess damages and repair lev­

ees as quickly as possible" 

Jerry Ostendorf 
Iowa Emergency 
Management Division 

During the flood recovery efforts, 
government agencies and private 

interest groups worked together to help 
as many Iowans as possible. 

Every agency was faced with unlimited 
number of repair and restoration prob­
lems, so by working together more work 
was completed than if the agencies had 
worked separately. 

For example, several USDA agencies 
shared office space after flooding in Des 
Moines forced the agencies to close their 
downtown offices. 

SCS and several other USDA agencies 
moved to temporary state headquarters at 
the Agricultural Stabi­
lization and Conserva­
tion Service (ASCS) 
state office in a western 
Des Moines suburb. 
Two weeks later the 
agency staff returned to 
the Federal Building 
when it reopened. 

Representatives from the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, SCS, Federal Emer­
gency Management Agency, Iowa 
Emergency Management Division and 
others formed a levee review committee 
to coordinate the repair of levees as 
quickly and efficiently as possible. 

In addition, representatives from 
FEMA and SCS looked for repair pro­
jects that might be better suited to anoth­
er agency. As a result, about 350 SCS 
flood repair projects were referred to 
other agencies. 

State and federal 
agencies and environ­
mental groups shared 
ideas and kept commu­
nication lines open. Dangling phone lines hang among staff at the temporary SCS state 

headquarters in the ASCS state office last July. 

Heavy rains and flooding not only 
created problems for communities 

across the state, but also caused wide­
spread delays in the schedules Iowa 
farmers had made to protect their soil. 

In response, SCS enacted a one-year 
wetness variance for wet and flooded 
farms. It allows producers to continue to 
receive USDA benefits if they agree to 
revised schedules for completing the 
work included in their conservation com­
pliance plans. 

Before the variance was enacted, pro­
ducers were required to complete their 
plans by December 31, 1994. The vari­
ance extends this deadline. 

"No one can question that heavy rains 
and flood damages have been severe and 
a disaster for Iowa agriculture. As bad as 
it has been, however, it doesn't serve as 
a reason to ignore environmental con­
cerns. Producers should plan to do what 
they can to get back on track with 
planned conservation practices," said 
Jeff Vonk, State Conservationist for SCS 
in Iowa. 

SCS will use the variance during status 
reviews this year where wet weather in 
1992 and 1993 prevented conservation 
work to be done as scheduled. Local 

District Conservationists will issue each 
variance on a case-by-case basis. Some 
of the requirements set by the variance 
include: 

• Tracts not affected by wetness must 
be on schedule with application and 
maintenance of practices. 

• Practices scheduled to be completed 
before September 1992, must be 
applied as scheduled and main­
tained. 

• Annually applied practices such as 
contouring, crop residue manage­
ment, no-till and stripcropping must 
be in place when the 1994 crop is 
planted. Leaving the soil bare after 
planting is not acceptable. 

• Practices already applied but dam­
aged by heavy rains or wet condi­
tions must be repaired or maintained 
in 1994. .; t 

• If it is impractical to establish prac­
tices scheduled for 1993 or 1994, 
they may be delayed until 1995 or 
later, under certain conditions. 

WETNESS 
VARIANCE: 
SCS gives farmers some 
extra time 

"It was simply too wet to get 
some work done, so we're tak­
ing a reasonable approach in 

trying to work with farmers" 

JeffVonk 
SCS State Conservationist 

15 





THE FLOOD OF 1993: Farmers remember---------~ 
Warren Varley 
Guthrie County 

Slugs plagued 60 acres of Warren Varley's 
river bottom corn near Stuart last year in West 
Central Iowa. · 

"They just ate everything. They ate the corn 
plants as they emerged from the ground." 

Varley at first thought the big circles in his 
field were wet places, but the circles got bigger. 

He investigated and found the slugs. 
"Big circles in the field that were just bare," 

he says. Varley had not seen a slug problem 
before 1993. · 

"The best treatment? Sunshine and warm 
weather." 

He describes the year as "really remarkable." 
On the ridges, the loess soil produced pretty 

well, but the sidehills didn't. Corn on the 
sidehills and the river bottom was awful. 
"Hardly worth combining." Varley comments. 

Jim Bartling . 
Hardin County 

"I don't think the boys and I worked so hard 
and accompllshed so little," Iowa Falls fatmer 
Jim Bartling says of last year's wet season. "I 
hope I never see another one like it. 

"It's the worst year I've ever had since I 
started farming in 1967," says Bartling, who ' 
rents and owns about 1,100 acres in North 
Central Iowa. 

Besides poor crops - 60-70 bushel corn and 
19-20 bu. soybeans - Bartling says 1993 hit him 
with a "double-whammy" by dampening his cow 
herd performance. 

He had more open cows than ever before. He 
blames fertility problems on the silt washed onto 
his pastures by flooded creeks. 

His feeder cattle also averaged 100 pounds 
lighter than normal. The problems probably were 
all caused by lack of nutrition, he thinks. 

Roger Iverson 
Poweshiek County 

Delayed planting was the biggest drawback of 
199~ffor Roger Iverson of Grinnell. Also, yields 
were down. "I didn't even do the Masters (yield 
co:qtest) on my beans," Iverson says. He only got 
156' bu~hels an acre on his Masters corn plot. 

"But actually, it was just one 20-acre field. The 
rest was down, 80-100" bu./acre. 

Bean yields were better on the rolling ground 
Iverson farms in Central Iowa. "My better flat 
ground, the water sat on them and killed them." 

He notes, "What was really nice about it (1993) 
was the fall. I just wasn't looking forward to 
mudding the crop out. 

"I ran all fall and hardly had any 
breakdowns." He put 1,000 hours on his four-row 
combine. "Sixty dollars in repairs. That was just 
minor things and I just changed them while I 
was unloading." · 



Counties receiving 
more than $50,000 
Federal conservati.on 
aid froin Flood of 1993 

COUNTY 

Audubon " · 
Benton 

Jefferson 
Johnson 

Kossuth 
Lee 

Monona 
Muscatine 

Winneshiek 
Wright 

TOTAL* 

AMOUNT 

$74,485 
289,133 

202,200 
_229,075 .. 

64,800 
302,139 

. . . . . 

51,500 
305,687 

89,896 
59,400 

$11,051,607 

*The total includes all Iowa counties, 
not just those receiving more than 
$50,000. Four counties - Buchanan, 
Cherokee, Harrison and Ida did not 
request any aid. 

Source: ASCS, J J 
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THE FLOOD OF 1993: Farmers remember----.....-..-
Duane Redlinger 
Washington County 

When last year's rains hit Duane 
Redlinger's farm near Washington 
he knew he was in trouble. 

"On July 4th we really got a big 
rain," he says. "During the month 
of July we got about 12 inches." 

For Redlinger, 64, the result was 
silting and washing to an extent he 
had never seen before. 

Several terraces were broken or 
washed away. Several more were 
eroded farther up the hill as waves 
of mud filled in the space behind 
them. 

"The mud was 2 to 3 feet deep 
behind some -of them," he says. 

Some type of harvest was possible 
on about 75 percent of the farm, 
though yields and test weights were 
both very low. 

Trickle-down theory 
Weeds upstream in '93 afflicting fields downstream 

Cattails joined the list of common weed pests in 1994. The reedy swamp 
plant, some sedges and ·other marsh plants are popping up in places they 
have never been before, including cornfields. 
"Any weed that was upstream last year is out in the fields this year," explains 
George Cummins, Northern Iowa Extension crops specialist in Charles City. 
"Pre-emergence grass controls are not killing it. In areas that were flooded 
there are some very heavy and unique weed pressures, and it will take a while 
to clean it up." 
The appearance of marsh plants in the middle of a field can surprise farmers. 

· "Farmers are finding plants they don't recognize out there," says Jim Jensen, 
Southeast Iowa Extension crops specialist in Mt. Pleasant. 
"In areas that flooded last year, even some of the woodland plants floated 
down.'' 
Cultivation and dry weather will take care of problems presented by cattails 
and other marsh plants in cornfields, the ISU special~sts agree. 

Harold Feller 
Dallas County 

Harold Feller thinks he might 
have spoken too soon. 

"I remember making the 
comment two or three nights 
before the flood hit that while 
everyone around us was getting all 
that rain, we were really lucky," 
the Dexter farmer says. "Then we 
got hit." 

About a third of.l»s family 's 
1,250 acres borders the South 
Raccoon River. 

"I thought it was kind of ironic 
that the only field I got cultivated 
was done th,e night before the 
flood hi,t;'"' says Laree, Harold's 
brother. "I guess I should have 
k~pt going." 

The brothers also lost some hay 
that was stored along the river. 
"We went to look at it, and the 
bales were just floating away," 
Laree adds. 

"Our dad's lived along here for 
80 years, and he said it was the 
worst he's ever seen," Harold 
says."That's the highest he's ever 
seen the water." 

Martha Peterson 
Lucas County 

"We have 20 acres of bottom 
land along the Whitebreast 
Creek," says Martha Peterson. 
"We had it planted when the water 
came, and it was about 7 to 10 feet 
deep." , 

Peterson and her husband, Paul, 
farmed that land for the past 50 
years, and 1993 was only the 
second tim -e 1'!:1;'" tt:rrt""1"'rT~'I"'rl'1!""'--

a crop from it. 
The water that covered their 

field washed out parts of the river 
·bank in three places. On one end 
of the field, it left a sandbar which 
must be removed . 

Perhaps the oddest coincidence 
is the name of the county road 
near the Peterson residence. 

It's H20, a sign that could be 
easily mistaken for the chemical 
symbol for water. 

Peterson, laughing at the 
similarity, says, "Kind of ironic, 
isn't it." 

Dennis O'Neal 
Woodbury County 

"Last year was terrible," says 
Dennis O'Neal of Hornick. "We had 
7-8 inches of water standing at a 
time. We lost a lot of crops. Yield 
was reduced. Yields were only 
some better on high ground, 
because it was so cool." 

The 1994 season is going much 
better. 

"The crops look pretty good. We 
were dry for March and April, 
when we needed to be dry. The 
corn is all laid back now. I can't get 
over it anymore. That helps." 

The worst problem O'Neal has 
encountered so far is poor weed 
control. 

"None of the chemicals are 
working. It was too dry. Then when 
it did rain, it was too late. We 
sprayed it all a second time." 
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Weary of frequent floods, 
some look to wetlands 
By Dan Zinkand 

Iowa Farmer Today 

B ELLE PL.AINE - In a good year, Jim Foley's 
.river bottom corn ground along the Iowa River 
can produce 130 bushels an acre. 

Flooding changed that last year. 
"Weren't any crops at all in 1993," says Foley. 

____u_I supposed there are 70 acres that will never be the 
same. The current gouged out new channels," he says. 

Foley is one of many Iowa County farmers intere-sted 
in turning flooded bottom ground into wetlands, says 
Steve Johnston, :Soil Conservation Service (SCS) district 
conservationist. 1They aren't the only farmers interested 
in wetland restoration programs, which pay in exchange 
for a permanent conservation easement restricting the 
land to wetlands. 

Statewide, 1,058 landowners offered 57,439.4 acres this 
spring for the 'Netland Reserve Program (WRP), . says 
Bill Hawks, conservation program specialist with the 
state ASCS office in Des Moines. In the fall 1993 signup 
for the Emergency Wetland Reserve Program (EWRP), 
174 farmers in 33 counties offered 14,617 acres. 

The USDA accepted 34 offers covering 5,344 acres at 
an estimated cost of $4.23 million, says Laura Greiner, 
SCS public information specialist in Des Moines. 

Offers not acce~pted for the initial EWRP in fall of 1993 
were automatically considered for a more recent round 
of funding. The EWRP is for flooded farmland damaged 
in 1993. Most of it is river bottom ground. 

An easement value was set for farmland in Iowa's 

nine crop reporting districts. 
For the WRP; land doesn't have to be damaged, and it 

tends to be located away from the river, he says. 
Much of the land offered in the latest WRP was frorri 

North Central Iowa, the state's "pothole" area, Hawks 
says. 

NATIONALLY, THERE'S $66.675 million available 
.. for 75,000 acres in the latest ~P s~up, Hawks says., 

"We know that only about one of seven acres offered" 
will be accepted, he notes .. These offers are being ranked 
by the USDA. An offer then w_ill be made to the 

· landowner, who can decide to accept or reject it. 
Hawks says he expects a decision_ from the ag 

department soon. - -
In 1993, 15,000 acres were damaged by flooding in Iowa 

County, Johnston estimates. 
"I think the SCS, through the ·easement program we 

have right now, is responding to a demand created by 
economics and flooding." In Iowa County, 32 landowners 
applied for the fall EWRP. 

Twenty-eight applications were for about 3,000 acres 
along the Iowa River. · 

Eleven applications for 1,423 acres later were accept­
ed. This spring, county farmers made 35 offers for the 
WRP, Johnston says. 

Foley has about 373 acres along the Iowa River. About 
85 are in timber, the rest is tillable. His bid for entering 
the tillable ground into EWRP was accepted. 

While the ground is being cropped this year, it will be 
converted to a wetland by March of 1995, he says. • 

1FT photo by Ron De Christopher 

Last summer, as unrelenting storms hammered the statE! and pushed rivers out of their banks, this Washington 
County farm near Riverside had a lake all its own. This y~ear, the nearby English River is back to its normal level 
and the Southeast Iowa land has been .re.claimed for t=arming. 

••• Folkmc:ann 
From page 1 
"It sure cut down on visits from 
salesmen. It was kind of nice and 
quiet," Daren, 28, noted at the time. 

"Some of the salesmen caught that 
reference to the peace and quiet," -he 
says today, smiling. 

Fieldwork · this year went well. 
Daren started planting corn April 19 
and beans May 10. 

"This year was nice to be able to 
work in the fields. As nice and dry 
as it was; I didn't wo.rry about 
getting stuck." 

He quit planting beans June 26 
last year because it was so late. One 
40-acre beanfield never got planted. 

That field later filled with "natu­
ral vegetation," which "is only good 
for holding the soil," Daren notes. 

"Last year, I felt like we never 
planted enough," he says. He's had 
to buy a lot of corn to feed his sows. 

While working in a neighbor's 
field this year, Daren notes, "It was 
kind of weird drilling beans where 
there was 20 feet of water over the 
ground (last year).. :J'I j 

The main reminder of last year is 
the heavy weed pressure in the 
fields. He thinks the flood waters 
must have carried in a lot of weed 
seeds. 

Chemical control this year wasn't 
as good as Daren had hoped. Some 
spots have heavy weed infestation. 

"There's no correlation as to why 
there's weeds in some spots and not 
in others," he says. Neighboring 
farmers have repo.r:_ted the same . 
}>t.bbleintt .• ' · 1 • ' ,_. ; ' _ _ _ __ • 
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Weather one factor farmers, lenders Gan't control 
T he heavy rain and result­

ing floods last year were 
a disaster which killed 48 

people and forced over 74,000 
individuals from their homes. 

It is an event which will go 
down as one of the worst natu­
ral disasters of the century and 
certainly hit agriculture and 
many farms, farm families, and 
any number of agribusinesses 
very hard. 

The reduced quantity and 
poor quality of the 1993 harvest, 
particularly for corn and beans, 
was the most obvious result of 
the heavy and widespread flood­
ing. 

An estimated 9 million acres 
were either unplanted or plant­
ed and then destroyed, and the 
states with the largest losses of 
acreage included Missouri with 
12 percent, Minnesota with 11 
percent, South Dakota with 8 
percent and Iowa losing 7 per­
cent. 

Compared to other types of 
natural disasters which are rel-

atively short-lived - such as 
hurricanes and tornadoes - the 
floods have impacted Midwest 
residents for an extended period 
of time. 

IN A RECENT meeting in 
Omaha, I had an opportunity to 
compare notes with Moe Rus­
sell, who heads up the branch 
lending division of Farm Credit 
Services of the Midlands. 

Because Farm Credit is a 
national chain of cooperative ag 
lenders, Moe had a good handle 
on the overall impact of the 
flood on ag operators in several 
states and had some interesting 
figures to share. 

Moe has jurisdiction over 
lending offices spread through­
out Iowa, Nebraska, South Da­
kota and Wyoming, and when 
the depth of the disaster became 
apparent, Farm Credit offered a 
Disaster Assistance Program to 
Land Bank and PCA customers 
who were hit with financial 
difficulty. 

Issues 
and 
Strategies 
Bill 
Helming 
1FT 
Columnist 

The program essentially al­
lowed those customers the op­
tion of deferring one year's pay­
ment on their loans and also 
provided low-interest loans to 
those who had equipment or 
facilities destroyed by flooding. 

Figures Moe had compiled as 
of May 31 of this year show the 
financial impact on ag opera­
tors. 

So far, over 1,485 customers 
have taken advantage of the 
Disaster Assistance Program, 
Moe said. including reamortized 

loans totaling $168.9 million. 
In addition, Farm Credit 

made over 55 low-interest loans 
totaling almost $1 million. 

According to these figures, 
the biggest demand for relief 
took place in the Perry area, 
and that obviously reflects the 
severe flooding which took 
place there. 

Other areas in Iowa reporting 
large numbers of customers re­
ceiving relief under the Disas­
ter Assistance Program were 
Cedar Falls and Newton. 

SOME IOWANS impacted by 
the flood last year may think 
they are the only ones who 
experienced problems, but Moe 
noted other areas that were also 
struggling with severe weather 
and flooding. 

For example, a large number 
of customers around Water­
town, S.D., took advantage of 
the Disaster Assistance Pro­
gram, reflecting serious pro b­
lems resulting from last year's 

floods in eastern parts of that 
state. Heavy activity was also 
reported in the Lincoln, Neb., 
area, Moe said. 

Many ag lenders, including 
commercial banks, need to be 
congratulated for their efforts 
in working ·with borrowers and 
helping their customers bridge 
the economic gap left by last 
year's flooding. 

Fortunately, 'many ag opera­
tors were in fairly strong posi­
tions to withstand one year of 
poor production, and we're 
hopeful this year will bring! 
some relief. J 

But the situation points out 
once again how much agricul­
ture depends on the weather, 
the one aspect of production 
that is absolutely and complete­
ly out of the control of the farm 
operator and the ag lender. • 

Economist Bill Helming is pres­
ident of Helming Consulting Ser­
vices. 



Tree, shrub seedlin,gs make gift giving easy 
WAPELLO-The Louisa County 

Soil and Water Conservation 
District is taking orders for tree and 
shrub seedlings. These make a nice 
gift for that hard-to- buy-for person 
on your gift list. Seedlings will 
arrive early in April. 

Seedlings range 'from 1-4 feet in 
size. Varieties available are silver 
maple, green ash, red oak, black 
walnut, Colorado blue spruce, 
Eastern white pine, Eastern red 

cedar, Amur maple, aromatic A minimum order is 10 of one 
sumac, common lilac and sand variety for $10. Tree shelters are 
cherry. also for sale. All orders can be 

If you are interested in a .variety picked up at the Louisa County 
not on our list, give us a call. We NRCS Office in Wapello. For 
will try to obtain them for you if more information or to order, call 
they are available from our nurserY,. 523-6411. a :-z. ~ tt e J.:'.L , ~/ 'i .5 . 



28,000 more acres signed 
up for wetlands restoration 
Iowa landowners have now signed up 
to restore about 80,000 acres of wetlands . . 
tn vartous programs 
BY LYNN BETTS, INFORMATION OFFICER, 
USDA NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVA T/ON SERVICE, DES MOINES, IOWA 

I owa landowners 
have signed up 
with the U.S. De­
partment of Agri-

culture (USDA) tore­
store another 28,554 
acres to wetlands. The 
signup, the third in 
USDA's Wetlands 
Reserve Program 
(WRP), was held May 
30 through June 30. 

The latest round 
of applications brings 
the total acreage in­
tended for wetland 
restoration on private 
lands in Iowa to about 
80,000. acres. 

. "This signup, and 
the others before it in 
both the WRP and the 
Emergency Wetlands 

Reserve Program, 
show the great inter­
est private landown­
ers have in wetlands," 
says Leroy Brown, 
state conservationist 
for the USDA Natu­
ral Resources Conser­
vation Service 
(NRCS). "The resto­
rations they have 
planned will reverse 
the trend in wetlands 
losses in Iowa. When 
these get restored, 
we'll see wetlands in 
the state like we 
haven't seen in years." 

Brown notes there 
has been publicity r~­
cently on conflicts be­
tween private land­
owners and USDA 

Wetland Reserve Progra,m 

and other agencies on 
wetlands regulations. 
"Some of what you 
read or hear would 
tend to make you 
think farmers are not 
interested in wet­
lands, but a sign up like 
this one shows that 
isn't true. We have a 
very diverse group of 
farmers and landown­
ers. There is interest 
in wetlands," says 
Brown. 

In 23 counties, 500 or 
more acres were of­
fered for the program. 
Another 43 counties 
had applications for 
acreages up to 500 
acres. Top counties 

.. . applications and acres offered for participation in 3rd sign up 

60 Wallaces Farmer September 1995 

State totals 
408 applications 

28,554 acres 

D no acres offered 

D 1- 99acres 

• 100-499 acres 

• more than 500 

and acreages were 
Washington, 2,002; 
Jefferson, 1 ,842; 
Wayne,1 , 585; 
Muscatine , 1,726 ; 
Tama, 1,410; Carroll , 
1,185; Winnebago , 
1 ,100; Polk , 1 ,042; 
VanBuren, 1,000;and 
Palo Alto, 1,000. 

The 28,554 acres 
offered by 408 Iowa 
landowners would 
take almost one­
fourth of the national 
acreage intended for 
the program in 1995. 
The WRP was funded 
by Congress at $92 
million to enroll up to 
118,000 acres in 1995. 

The latest round 
of applications are 
being reviewed to de­
termine eligibility, 
says Jim Ayen, state 
resource conserva­
tionist for NRCS. The 
NRCS state office will 
rank the eligible of­
fers. A state technical 
committee will then 
review ranked appli­
cations and make rec­
ommendations to the 
national NRCS office 
for funding. 

"We'll get back to 
those landowners ten­
tatively accepted to 
see if they're still in­
terested, get an ap­
praisal of the land of­
fered, and begin the 
easement process," 
explains Ayen . 
"Hopefully, the ease­
ments can be recorded 
in six months and the 
restorations can be 
done in 1996."•:• 
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Final deficiency payments mailed to Louisa · 
County corn grower~ participating in ARP 

: Louisa County Executive 
~. Director John Barten hagen 

.announces the final deficiency 
payments totaling $1,302,521 
were mailed the week of 
October 16th to corn growers in 
Louisa County. Deficiency 
payments are . being paid to 

· farmers who agreed to comply 
with the 1994 Acreage Reduction 

· Program by limiting planted 
.. acreage and complying with the 

conservation provisions in the 
1990 Farm Bill. Farmers who 

.. enrolled in the program and 
complied with all provisions are 

. . eligible for payments because 
the. national average market 

price for the 1994 corn crop 
(measured between September 
1, 1994and August31, 1995)was 
less than the $2.75 per bushel 
Target established by Congress. 
The payments issued this week 
represent the final 14 1 I 4 cents 
of a total 1994 deficiency pay­
ment of 57 cents per bushel. 

ISlJ Extension Economist Dr. 
· Dan Otto says that as ·each dollar 
o~ this income is spent for goods 
and services in the local economy 
it is estimated it increases in­
come for other individuals ~d 
business by an additional $1.20. 
Ba~ on that model, these pay­
ments will mean a total of 

USDA intends zero 
acreage reduction 

~ for 1996 
WASHINGTON,October6, 1995 

. - Agriculture Secretary Dan 
Glickman today announced that 
he intends not to require feed 
grain producers participating in 
the 1996 feed grain program to 
idle land. · 

"Official announcement ofthe 
provisions of the 1996 feed grain 
program cannot be made until 
new farm legislation is passed 
by Congress and signed into law 
by Presjdent Ointon," Glickman 
said. "However, after the harvest 
period, feed grain farmers will 
begin preparing fields for spring 
planting and they need to know 
as much as possible about next 
year's program." 

USDA expects a continued 
tight supply I demand situation. 
Under the existing program 
authorities, zero percent acreage 
reduction requirements would 
be appropriate for the 1996 feed 
grain program for corn, grain 
sorghum, oats, and barley. 
However, this may change, 

depending upon the outcome of 
the 1995 Farm Bill and any 
major shifts in marketing 
conditions. The Administration 

· has proposed use of acreage 
reduction only as market 
situations warrants. 

. Because the authority to 
· implement a feed grain program 
similar to the present program 
expires with the 1995 crops, 
today's announcement is made 
to provide producers with an 
indication of what the 1996 feed 
grain acreage reduction pro­
gram requirements might be, 
assuming the reauthorization of 
current authority. 

"I know the difficulties and 
uncertainties producers will face 
this fall if they have to make 
planting decisions ·without 
specific knowledge of program 
requirements," Glickman said. 
"USDA will continue to work 
with the Congress for enactment 
of new farm legislation that will 
put an end to this uncertainty." 

$2,865,596 additional income,. 
for Louisa County. This addi­
tional income will affect sectors 
of the economy as farm house­
holds acquire personal goods 
and services in ad4ition to pro­
duction inputs for raising crops 
and livestock. 

Bartenhagen also announces 
that $1,966,075 of 1995 rental 

payments will be issued to Louisa 
County producers who have 
idled land in the 10 year Con­
servation Reserve Program. 
These payments will be issued 
as soon as the 1996 Agricultural 
Appropriations are finalized in 
Washington D. C. and will have 
similar income multiplying ef­
fect on the local economy. 

. Tremendous Turnip 

Peggy Hunt, Wapello, brought in this 6.3lb. turnip to the 
Republican office this w~ek. The prize specimen was 
raised by her husband, Pete. 

... 
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DES MOINES, IOWA 5 0 31 9 

GERALDINE FRIDLINGTON, INFORMATION SPECIALIS~T 
1995 ANNUAL CONFERENCE AWARDS PHOTOS 
SEPTEMBER 21, 1995 

Congratulations on having a soil and water conservation award state winner from your 
district, and thank you for your help in making this year's awards presentation more 
appealing to those in the audience by providing slides or photos of your award 
recipients. 

Enclosed are complimentary photos of your award recipients which were taken during 
the awards presentation ceremony. Please keep one copy of the photo for your office 
and give the other to your recipient. Photos with captions and narrative material were 
sent to the ne'vvspapers you requested. If there v.Jere any extra photos, I have enclosed 
them for you to use. 

Please help me judge the effectiveness of this publicity effort by sending me copies of 
all the articles which appear in your local newspapers about awards winners. Note, in 
some cases districts indicated newspapers from a neighboring county, so watch for 
articles about individuals who may not be from your district. I hope you will receive good 
publicity from this effort. 

Also enclosed are any slides or photos about your award recipient which you sent in for 
our use during the awards program. Those in attendance appreciated seeing slides of 
some of the projects and individuals being recognized. Many commissioners and their 
guests commented on how nice it was to be able to see the winner clearly, even if they 
were sitting in the back of the room. 

If you have any questions, call me at (515) 242-6343. 
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Applications accepted for ;fer .. 
REAP cost-sh~~ing projects 
. Applications are being ta~n 

for forestry, planned grazmg 
systems and native grass 
project~. Projects consist of ~ree 
planting, farmstea~ and fteld 
windbreaks, nahve grass 

. plantings, planned sra:zing sys­
tems and timberstand tmprove­
.ment. The Louisa Soil & Water 
Conservation District is taking 
the Resource Enhancement and 
Protection Fund applications at 
the Natural Resources Conser­
vation Office, 514 Isett in 
Wapello. The. REAP program is 

I 

state funded. 
In order to qualify for cost 

share you must sign up before 
any construction begins, have 
your project approved from 
funding by the District commis­
sioners, obtain a plan from the · 
NRCS or the District Forester, 
and meet NRCS specifications. If 
your project is funded you re- . 
ceive 75% cost share on approved ; 
expenses after it is completed; 
and . bills are approved by the· 
District. A 20 year maintenance: 
agreement is also a requirement. 
for ·each project. ; 



Area farmers work to bring in the harvest 

The Harvest is proceeding as this picture shows. The farmer was finishing this field of beans 
last Friday just east of Wapello. 

Fanners are in the fields as 
the 1995 growing season neat& 
anend. . 

At the Farmer's Elevator and 
Exchange, Inc., in Wapello, 
Candy Gerdes reports that~~ 
are yielding about 30 -50 bushels 

. per acre with a moisture content 
of about 10%. Beans are about 
&5% harvested at this time. : 

Corn is yielding about 1()()--
150 bushels per acre with mois­
ture content of about 19 1/2%. 
Com is about 20% - 30% ha~-
vested at this time. · 

The Wapello Elevator's stm­
age capacity is fine. Gerdes say) 
a bin originally designated feir 
corn ha~ been designated for ad­
ditional beans, so there will ~ 
no problems storing either crop. 
Gerdes adds, "Most farmers are 
storing at this time, except what 
has been contracted ahead of 
harvest, to watch what·prices ~ 
going to do." · 

At Oakville Feed and Grain, 
Inc., Steve Cummings, of the 
Grain Department says beans are 
yielding about 35 - 45 bushels 
per acre with a moisture content . 
of about 10%. They are about 

80% harvested. 
Com is yielding between 50-

180 bushels per acre with a 
moisture content between 17% 
and 20%. Corn is about 20fi 
harvested at this time. 

Cummings says their Morn­
ing Sun facility is reporting 
similar yields and moisture 
content and they are as far alons 
in the harvest as · the Oakville 
area. 

Cummings adds, their storage 
· capacity is fine and they will have 
no trouble storing what the 
farmers bring in. ~·· 

Both experts say the gross ih­
come per acre is down a little this 

·,year but not as much as pre­
dicted, because higher . grain 

: prices are compensating some­
what for lower yields. 

· Gerdes says some farmers· 
have been surprised ~usetl\ey 

: anticipated their beans to do 
I better, and their com not to do as 
i well as it appears from the yield 
I figures. -. 
; Cummings and Gerdes agree 
1 

that if the weather holds, harvest 
·. should be complete in about tw~ 
t.weeks. 
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Gift of nature solves buying dilemma 
WAPELLO-Having trouble 

finding a unique gift idea? Look no 
further! The district has a lot of 
products that we would love to sell 
to you. Stop by the office at 514 
Isett, Wapello, for order forms or 
more information. You may also 
call 319-523-6411. 

Consider a mushroom growing 
kit. Varieties include Morel, 
Shiitake, Hericum, and Pleurotus. 
Imagine mushrooms grown at 
home. What a splendid idea. 

Think about perennials: 
Daylilies, fern s, including 
Christmas ferns, maidenhair, and 
royal ferns, trailing periwinkle, 
Japanese spurge, purple 
wintercreeper, English ivy, 
creeping lily, lily turf, and 
grapevines. Priced at competitive 
prices for priceless beauty and 
enjoyment. • 

For the bird lover we have 
_.. -- ·. 

hummingbird feeder kits. All in 
one, this package includes a special 
blend of wildflower seeds 
guaranteed to attract hummingbirds 
and a special hummingbird feeder 
with nectar to greet them as they 
arrive year after year. 

Wildflower seed is available in a 
wide variety and can be enjoyed 
year after year with little or no 
maintenance. 

Ever hear of beneficial insects? 
Well, there is such a thing and we 
have them available for you. The 
praying mantis takes care of all 
types of pests in your garden and is 
a wonder to watch work. Also, 
ladybug beetles are nature's control 
for aphids and other soft-bodied 
pests. Imagine your neighbors' 
envy at your pes~-ftee garden. 

Supertube treeshelters and 
vispore tree mats are still available 

** * 

for your own tree plantings as well 
as for gift giving to the one person 
who has everything. 

And don't forget the District's 
annual tree sales. A variety of 
seedlings are always available to 
enhance and benefit your property 
for a small investment of time and 
money. Gift certificates are 
available. 

We also have marker flags 
available. 

So if not for yourself, remember 
parents, grandparents, in-laws, 
teachers , friends, newlyweds, 
memorials, and countless others 
who might enjoy any or all of our 
unique gift ideas. Stop by the 
office for additional information. 



Growing 
gifts that . 
last 

The Louisa County Soil & 
Water Conservation District is 
taking orders for tree and shrub 
seedlings. These make a nice gift 
for that hard to buy for person on 
your gift list. Seedlings will arrive 
early in April. Profits from the 
sales help fund conservation 
education in Louisa County. 

Seedlings range from 1 to 4ft. 
in size. Varieties available are 
Silver Maple, Green Ash, Red 
Oak, Black Walnut, Colorado 
Blue Spruce; Eastern White Pine, 
Eastern Red Cedar, Amur Maple, 
Aromatic Sumac, Common Lilac, 
a'nd Sand Cherry. 

If you are interested in a 
variety not on our Jist, give us a 
call, we will try to obtain them 
for you if they are available from 
our nurseries. 

Minimum order is 10 of a 
v~riety for $10. Tree shelters are 
also for sale. All orders will be 
picked up at the Louisa County 
NRCS Office in Wapello. For 
more. information or to order, 
call523-6411. 



Legal 
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Hlilloween Hike enjoyed 

Laura Souer, Beth Black, Julie Boline, Beka Hall, Joy Neubauer, Alissa Dickey, Rodrigo 
Montoya, and John Metcalf listen as Julie Ohde gives them instructions for carving pumpkins for 
this year's Halloween Hike. The annual event is held at Virginia Grove, and is sponsored by the 
Louisa County Conservation Board. Fifth grade students from Louisa County carve jack-o'­
lanterns which light the path along the hike. Many locals clubs and volunteers made this year's 
event an enjoyable and informative e-Vening for more than 350 hikers. 
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lOW A PARTNERS FOR WILDL. I~E ~C7 Parlners 
QUARTERLY REPORT -i·: .for. 

April 1995 ' - Wildlife 

u.s. 
FISH&WILDUFE 

~ ~ 
The intention of this report is to keep 

all of our Partners for Wildlife informed 
of habitat restoration achievements throughout Iowa. 

PARTNERS FOR WILDLIFE 
1994 IN REVIEW 

The Partners for Wildlife Program (PFW) was 
established in 1987. Since that time, the PFW 
has been responsible for the restoration of 
14,358 wetland basins totaling 56,290 acres 
in the eight-state Great Lakes-Big Rivers Region 
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS). 
Habitat restorations are completed by field 
personnel in cooperation with many partners, 
including conservation organizations, 
government agencies, and, most importantly, 
private landowners. The following is a review 
of the habitat restoration work accomplished in 
Iowa, in 1994. 

WETLAND RESTORATIONS 
FY 1994- Region 3 

f Sites 
(Acres) 

In 1994, 41 
wetland areas 
totaling 299 
acres were 
restored. The 
cumulative total 
from 1987-
1994 is 978 
sites covering 
5,490 acres. 

These restorations provide floodwater storage, 
reduce nutrient and sediment loads, ent-lance 
water quality, and increase fish and w'ildlife 
habitats. Most sites are restored to their 
original or similar plant community. In Iowa, 
this is usually a emergent wetland community, 
with such plants as cattail, bulrush and sedges . 

PFW projects are starting to include native 
prairie reconstruction in Iowa. In 1994, five 
sites totalling 53.4 acres were reestablished to 
prairie. The FWS has also provided technical 
assistance to landowners about prairie seeding 
and the benefits of prescribed burning. 

The PFW has also helped in coldwater stream 
restoration in northeastern Iowa. Two projects 
were completed in 1994. The Mestad Spring 
project, to note, partnered the FWS with the 
Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation, angler 
groups, and the landowner to restore a length 
of trout ~tream and provide off-stream cattle 
wat eling facilities. , 

PFW personnel provide technicar assistance to 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) for 
their Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP). The 
WRP was first offered in 1992 as a means for 
landowners to voluntarily retire farmed 
wetlands from production. The program's goal 
is to restore one million acres of wetland 
nationwide over a 1 0-year period. In the 1 994 
WRP, intentions were signed for 1 058 sites 
totaling about 50,000 acres. From those, 728 
intentions met the ranking criteria and received 
a ranking. ln'itially, 63 intentions - 5, 705 acres 
receiv~d . funding. Just recently additional 
funds h ave hecome available and 11 7 

'1.' 

intentions - 7 ,3'1 8 acres will also be funded. 
This amounts t~ 180 intentions - 13,023 acres 
for 1994! 

The Emergency 
Wetland Reserve 
Program came to a 
close in 1994. This 
program was a result of 

~~~.~~the Flood of 1993 and 
_..q~~~ $65 million in federal 

~ .::~~=~~~~ funds were made 
availab~e. to USDA to purchase conservation 
easements on flood prone lands in Illinois, 
Iowa, Mihnesota, Missouri, and Wisconsin. As 
of January 31, 1995, 420 intentions had been 
filed for 34,000 acres in Iowa. 



An entire levee district was enrolled in EWRP 
and the FWS, with a great deal of help from 
the Natural Resources Conservation Service 
and the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation, was · 
able to buy out the remaining landowner 
property interest. This area, once called Louisa 
Levee District 8, covers about 3,000 acres 
near the mouth of the Iowa River and is now 
called Horseshoe Bend, becoming part of the 
Mark Twain National Wildlife Refuge. 

All in all, 1994 was a very good year for the 
Partners for Wildlife Program. Many areas of 
native habitats were or are being restored in 
Iowa. This program can not succeed without 
the cooperation of our many partners, 
especially the private landowners. We hope 
that 1995 will have the same successes. 

NEWS OF NOTE 

The 1995 Wetlands Reserve 
Program is scheduled to begin sign­
ups at the end of May. This year 
the program will be available in all 
50 states and is being administered 
by the Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (NRCS) (formerly Soil 
Conservation Service). Check with your local 
NRCS office more information. 

Ron Andrews of the Iowa 
DNA reports that there are 
14 trumpeter swans now at 
the Kettleson Waterfowl 
Production Area near Spirit 
Lake. These birds are part 
of the state's trumpeter 

swan reintroduction program. Ten of thes~ birds 
will be free flying this year and hopefully are 
imprinted on the Kettleson area for nesting in 
future years. We hope these swans continue to 
trumpet the cause for wetlands!! 

The Pocahontas County Conservation Board, 
working with the Iowa Natural Heritage 
Foundation, acquired over 250 acres of timber, 
wetland, and native prairie last summer. A REAP 
grant and CAP income were used to purchase the 
land and several groups including, Pheasants 
Forever, Whitetails Unlimited and Ducks 

2 

Unlimited have expressed interest in contributing 
to the project. The ar..ea is located along the 
west fork of the Des Moines River north of Rolfe, 
Iowa, and should be"' open to the public this April. 
For more details, please contact Dan Heissel, 
Executive Director Pocahontas CCB at (712) 335-
4395. 

The City of Walnut, Iowa, in 
Pottawattmie County, 
through the cooperation of 
numerous civic and 
government agencies, will 
have a 5-acre restored 
wetland, outdoor classroom 
and recreation area in the near future. The local 
community and several government agencies 
have worked together on everything from 
conceptual designs, engineering plans, grant 
writin·g, ~'and bake sales. The Walnut High School 
Class of 1996, the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service have played significant roles in 
the development and fund raising portion of this 
project. With adequate funding, the first stage of 
the project should be completed sometime this 
summer. 

The 4th Annual Sow Your Wild 
Oats Day at Walnut Creek National 
Wildlife Refuge, Prairie City, Iowa, 
will be held on Saturday, June 
1Oth. There will be exhibits, 

, ~vents and refuge tours for visitors 
and the highlight of the day will be 
~owin~ prairie seeds on refuge 
lan~. For more information, please 
co~~act Dave Aplin at Walnut 
Creek NWR (515) 994-2415. It 

will be a fun day, rain or shine! 

Tom Lichter, the focus of our 
very first SPOTLIGHT article, 
was given the 1995 
Stewardship Award for an 
individual by the Prairie Pothole 
Joint Venture for his outstanding 
contributions to wetland 
restoration. Congratulations 
Tom!! 



SPOTLIGHT 

Wetland and Prairie Restoration 
in Polk County 

In the early part of 1993, a group of 
conservationists began a project that will 
eventually become the Chichaqua Bottoms 
Greenbelt. Chichaqua Wildlife Habitat, an 
1 ,800 acre county park, composed of an old 
oxbow wetland is located in northeastern 
Polk county. This 1,800 acres forms the 
nucleus of .future acquisitions with the 
intention of restoring additional wetland, 
woodland and native grass prairie along the 
old, pre-drainage channel of the Skunk laiver. 

The Chichaqua Bottoms Greenbelt is an 
excellent example of how conservation 
groups work together as partners. At the 
same time the idea of a larger Chichaqua 
was forming, other groups of dedicated 
sportsmen and women were raising money 
and looking for opportunities to invest in the 
future of conservation. Two chapters of 
Pheasants Forever, The Iowa Capitol and 
Northern Polk Chapters, were fund raising 
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and assisted the Polk County 
Conservation Board (PCCB) 
to acquire an unique area 
which would become the 
Sand Hill Unit of Chichaqua 
and the first new piece ofthe 
Chichaqua Bottoms 
Greenbelt. The PCCB, with 
additional funding from a 
Wildlife Habitat Stamp grant, 
purchased the 190-acre Sand 
Hill. The land is well named 
for wind blown sand from 
the Skunk River v·alley covers 
underlying glacial till. This 
combination of geological 
elements made for poor 
farmland that was alternately 

too wet or too dry. An attractive feature of 
this hilly land is an 8-acre, dry-mesic, native 
prairie on the west facing slope overlooking 
the Skunk River floodplain. 

The PCCB seeded 1 00 of the sandiest acres 
to little lj)luestem and sideoats gramma grass, 
but funding wes needed to restore drained 
wetlands. Po~hole wetlands and a sandy 
slo~gh had been".tiled and ditched. An 
estimated $9,000 was needed to restore five· 
wetland areas. The PCCB staff and the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service believed the 
Partners for Wildlife Program was the best 
mechanism for restoring the wetlands. 
Soon, funding was provided through Ducks 
Unlimited and administered by the FWS 
Private Lands Office. 

Sand ~ill was acquired in 1993, through a 
cooperative effort of state, county and 
private fun~ing and seeded the same year. 
Wetland restoration began in the fall of 
1 994. This spring, water and waterfowl 
have returned to Sanq Hill. Geese, ducks 
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and shorebirds are plentiful and represented 
by many different species. Life has returned 
to the potholes and along the slough. 

What had been abused farmland has become 
a premiere wildlife area through the efforts of 
many people and organizations. Sand Hill 
and the larger Chichaqua bottoms area are 
only a few miles from the Des Moines metro 
area, but when you're walking through the 
native prairie or along the edge of a prairie 
pothole, you could be a hundred miles or a 
hundred years removed from the pressures of 
city living. 

Ben Van Gundy, Director of the PCCB, said, 
"The results of this project remind me of the 
successful restorations I was involved with in 
northern Iowa, when · I was with the Iowa 
Natural Heritage Foundation. Everyone 
involved with this operation has reason to be 
proud of their efforts." 

-- Loren Lown, Polk County Conservation Board 

PARTNERS FOR WILDLIFE PROGRAM 
United States Fish & Wildlife Service 
Iowa Private Lands Office 
P. 0. Box 399 
Prairie City, lA 50228 

:'- . 
· 'II .... 

EDITOR'S NOTES 
Nancy Derey, Iowa Private Lands Office 

' I 

If you were anxiouslY awaiting your January 1995 
issue of the Iowa Partners for Wildlife Quarterly 
Report, we apologize that one was not printed. 
Given our workload at the beginning of the year, we 
were unable to write the January issue . . 

We do appreciate hearing from our readers about 
the usefulness of this report. 

The next Iowa Partners for Wildlife Quarterly Report 
will be mailed on or about July 1, 1995. If you 
have information, articles, or suggestions for this 
next report please contact the Iowa Private Limds 
Office (515) 994-2188 before June 1, 1995. If you 
would like to add or delete names or addresses from 
the mailing list, please contact me at (51 5) 994-
2188. 
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Kemper tractor to appear .in calendar 
Warren Kemper's 1939 Case 

DC will ap}JIM in the 1996 Classic 
Tractor Calendar. Kemper's trac­
tor was selected from hundreds 
of entries to appear in the seventh 
editioq of this popular calendar. 
Thousands of these calendars are 
sold through out the United States 
every year. 

This tractor's distinctive 
Ham beau. Red became the Case 
color, replacing grey. Introduced , 
in 1939, it became one of the most 
popular models in the Case line; 
the "DC" was sold unti11955. 

The entire Kemper family is 
involved in collecting Case 
tractors, notes Warren, who's a 
past president of the J .1. Case 
Collectors Association. Their 
tractors include ones purchased 
by his grandfather and father. 30 
Cases are incl~ded in their 
combined collection. 

The Case OC is a 3-plow tractor 
weighing 4,700 pounds. The 4-
cylinder engine has four forward 
speeds. The styled grill was new 
too.Thesetractorswerefittcd with 
single or dual front wheels, steel 
or rubber. r:=====================:=!=-----.----~-~----~---~~---

In addition to appearing in the 
19% calendar, Kemper's tractor 
will also be a part of an hour-long 
video tape and a 20'' x 30" poster · 
featuring the 14 other restored 
tractors that make up the 1996. 
calendar. 



Leland Roudybush (middle) of Muscatine was one of the . 
eight regional finalists for the _1995 Outstanding Soil and 
Water Conservation District -Commissioners presented 
during the 49th Annual Meeting for Iowa Soil and Water 
Conservation District Commissioners held recently in Des 
Moines. The award is co-sponsored by Wallaces Farmer and 
the Iowa Association of Soil and Water Conservation District 
Commissioners. Wallaces Farmer Editor Monte Sesker and 
Association Vice-President Jeanette . Winegarden presented 
the award. 
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United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

Mr. Mike Braun 
Chairperson 

Soil 
Conservation 
Service 

Louisa County Soil and Water 
Conservation District 

514 Isett Street 
Wapello, lA 52653 

Dear Mr. Braun: 

Federal Building 
210 Walnut St., Ste. 693 
Des Moines, IA 50309-21 80 

March 24, 1995 

As you celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Louisa County Soil and Water Conservation District 
this year, congratulations! This milestone marks many years of dedicated volunteer service to the 
community by commissioners and many others. 

The Natural Resources Conservation Service would like to recognize that service, as well as the 
accomplishments you have made in natural resources care over time. 

Thank you for your commitment to a very worthy cause. 

Sincerely, 

~ ~ Le~ . 
State Conservationist 

Enclosure 

The Soil Conservat ion Service 
is an agency of the · 
Department of Ag ricultu re AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 



Louisa SoU &: 

Water 

Conservation 

District 

celebrates 50th 

anniversary 

The Louisa Soul &t Water 
Conservation District celebrated 
their 50th anniversary with a 
pasture tour and dinner setved 
by the Cattleman's Association. 
Several past commissioners and 
SCS staff persons attended the 
public meeting. Farms Forever 
co-sponsored the event which 
was held at the farms of Roger 
and Marianne Hunt and Tom 
and Janet Utter on August 21, 
1995. A plaque from the NCRS 
was presented to the District by 
Bruce Trautman, Area Conserva­
tionist. Shawn Dettman, District 
Conservationist, was also hon­
ored -with a certificate for being 
selected as Area 5 Employee of 
the Month. Approx!mately 
eighty persons attended the 
event. 

A craft demonstration by 
Cathy Chalupa on dried flower 
arrangements was enjoyed by 
those not attending the pasture 
tour. Participants decorated 
grape vine wreaths . . 



LOUISA. GtlUN I Y ~UIL 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT 49th ANNUAL REPORT 

514 ISETT, WAPELLO, lA 52653 
PHONE: 319·523-6411 . 

ASSISTED BY U.S.D.A.- NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 

'7" LOUISA SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS: 
Michael Braun, Chairperson (6, Mo.) ...................................... , ....... Union Twp. 
Leland Roudybush, Vice Chm .... .. ................................................. Port Louisa Twp. 
Martin Hoeg ........... , .............................. ~ ............ ............... .. .......... . Wapello Twp. 
Tom Utter, Chairperson·(6 Mo.) .. .. ......... .... ............... ................ .. .. Concord Twp. 
Olin Jennings (6 Mo.) .. ................. ..................................... ............ Columbus City Twp. 
David Shull (6 M.o.) .. : ................................................ ..................... Columbus City Twp. 

· Julie Ohde, Assistant Comm ................... : ............... ' .......... ...... ...... Marshall Twp. 
Kathy_ Dice, Assistant Comm ....... , ... ............................... .. ............. Grandview Twp. 
:,om Wahl, Assistant Comm .. .. ......................... .. ........................... Grandview Twp. 

PERSONNEL ASSISTING THE DISTRICT 

FEDERAL 
Shawn ·A. Dettmann, District Conservationist 
Norman Stone, Technician 
Bruce Trautman, Area Conservationist 

·- Doug Morningstar, Area Engineer 
' Ron Snyder, RC&D Coordinator 
r Gail Swails, Technician 

Glen Howell , WAE 'Employee 

STATE I 

Janet Williams, Secretary 
Paul VaJin, Field Representative 
Stan Tate, District Forester 
Bill Ohde, Wildlife Biologist -

ASSISTING AGENCIES 
Cooperative efforts from the following agencies have greatly assisted the delivery of district 
programs and services to the public. Special thanks is extended to: 

~ Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Servi9e 
• Iowa State University Extension Service 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF STATE FUNDS 
FISCAL YEAR 1994-95 

1·M BUDGET (95 FY) 
Total Allocation: $3000.00 
Disbursements 2761.23 

Commissioners Expenses 
Office Supplies & Postage 
Association Dues 

Total Expended · 

1106.47 
1154.76 
500.00 

2761.23 
238 .77 Returned to State Committee 

(FY 95) 
3-M BUDGET 
94-95 Allocation 39,710 25 

32,969.52 
6,740 .73 

93-94 

92·9.3 

Obligated 
Bal~mce 

Allocation 
Obligated 
Balance 

Allocation 
,Obligated 
Balance 

45,971.00 
41.228.33 

4,742.67 

53,018.28 
53,018.28 

0 

All 3-M funds.allocated to farmers for financial assistance on conservation p~ojects 

(FY 95) 
REAP (Resource Enhancement & Protection Program) 
F-94 Allocation 32,105.00 

11,457.59 
20,647.41 

P·94 

F·95 

P·95 

Spent to Date 
Released to State 

Allocation 
Obligated 
R~leased to State 

Allocation 
Spent to Date 
Released to State 

' 
Allocation 
Spent to Date 
Released to State 

82,176.70 
73,818.49 

8,358.21 

6,266.00 
6,266.00 

0 

3,198 .00 
3,198.00 

0 

REAP Program funds can be used for forestry and native grass plantings as v 
windbreaks, planned grazlnQ ·systems, and water and. soil protection practices . 

\)• ' 

ORGANIC NUTRIENT-,WA$J~ PROGRAM 
(FY94) · .. J · · ·--r· - :~ on , , ,/, .... ,.,:t .. ,. ,. __ 

ONMP-94 Allocated · ·~ I. 8,640.00 
7,500.00 

0.00 
1,140.00 

Obligate9 
Spent To, Date 
Released to State 

ONMP-95 Allocated 11 ,221 .00 
7,500 00 

0 
3,721.00 

Code 
100 
102 
106 
108 
327 • 
,329 
330 
380 
412 
600 
638 
612 

Obligated 
Spent to Date 
Release to State 

DISTRICT ACCOMPLISHMENTS FISCAL YEAR 1995 
Description' Total 1995 1994 
New District Cooperators 21 27 
Individuals Assisted 321 492 
Landowners Applying Practices 1 13 93 
Resource Mgt. Sys. Planned (ac) 1681 1481 
CAP Plantln·g (ac) 4168 
Cons. Tillage/No-Till (ac) 1032 8785 
Contour Farming (ac) · 144 6532 
Farmstead Windbreaks (number) 0 4 
Grassod Waterways (ac} 57 351 .65 
Terraces (ft). 12008 39,600 
Water & Sediment Basins (number) 25 23 
Tree Planting (ac) 8 201.1 

• Farmers Home Administration 
• Louisa County Board of Supervisors 

"410 Structures (number) 4 3 f) 

• Louisa County Conservation Board 
• Geod~ RC&D 
~ · ~ouisa, County RQ&D Committee '-
• Louisa County REAP Commi1ttee 
• Iowa· Natural Heritage Foundation 
• Federall;rnergency Management Assistance 

&J_LDISTRICTPROGRAMSANDSERVICESAREOFFEREDONANONDISCRIMINATORY 
3ASIS WITHOUT REGARD TO' RACE, NATIONAL ORIGIN, RELIGION, SEX, AGE, 
~ARIT~ STATUS, OR HANDICAP. 

125 
125 
170 
171 
171 
173 

172 

174 

BASIC DATA- LOUISA COUNTY 
Operating Units (tracts} 
Operating Units (acres) 
Tracts with No Highly Erodible Fields 
Tracts with Highly Erodible Fields 
Acres of High Erodibl~ Fields 
Acres with an approved 
Conservation Plan 
Acres with Revised Plans 
Acres with an approved 
Conservation Plan applied 
Wetlands 

--- -----· -··- -- ------ - ~---- ·-· -- --

1,823 
241,014 

908 
850 

53,775 

84,201 
28,682 

22,098 
3,588 

, 



An impressive collaboration 
of time, effort and money has 
recently given the Mark Twain 
National Wildlife Refuge a 
2,575-acre addition. 

The addition, named the 
Horseshoe Bend Division, was 
formerly Levee District No. 8 in 
Louisa County. The area is part 
of the Iowa River flood plain 
about six miles from the Missis­
sippi River. 

After the levee broke during 
the 1993 floods, the complex 15 
month project began. The 13 
landowners in the levee distrid 
unanimously agreed to dissolve 
the district and leave the levee 
unrepaired. Ten of the landown­
ers sold o~ traded their land in 
the floodp~ain, requiring a total 
of 27 real I estate transactions. 
Muchoftheland was enrolled in 
the Emergency Wetland Reserve 
·Program before it was sold to the 
'Iowa Natural H~tage Founda-

tion and transferred to the U.S. 
. Fish and Wildlife Service. In 
some cases, INHF purchased 
nearby land to trade for the 
floodplain property. 

Tom Bell, manager of the ref­
uge, is excited about the final 
transfers of the land and ~d 
that it proves "that we can coop­
erate between agencies, private 
groups and landowners and 
create something beneficial to all 
of us." The area will store flood 
.waters, improve water quality 
'and provide wildlife habitat. 

The project began when the 
Soil Conservation Service (now 
known as the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service) formed a 
task force of interested groups 
and agencies to discuss the pos­
sibility of a purchase that would 
give maximum revenue to the 
landowners and. still save tax­
payer dollars. While the project 

cost nearly a million dollars, re­
turning the land to row-crop 
'production would have cost 
more than twice that amount. 

The Iowa Natural Heritage 
Foundation, ascoordinatorof the 
project, evaluated the land, ne­
gotiated the sales or land trades 
with landowners, received and 
dispersed funds, acquired land 
titles and transferred the land to 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser­
vice. To make funds available to 
the landowners as quickly as 
possible, The Conservation Fund 
and the National Fish and Wild­
life Foundation created a 
$500,000 revolving fund for the 
land purchases. Pheasants For­
ever contributed $10,000 to the 
acquisitions. 

most complex. We're very 
pleased to have been part of a 
project of national significa{lce 
that offers so many benefits to 
local Iowans." INHF, one of 
Iowa's largest non-profit land 
conservation organizations, has 
assisted 2831and projects in Iowa. 
The member-supported organi­
zation builds partnerships and 
educates Iowans to protect, pre­
serve and enhance Iowa's natu­
ral resources for future genera­
tions. 

The refuge staff is still devel­
oping a specific plan for restora­
tion, management and recreation 
on the site. The proposed plan 
must be published in the county 
register and be available for 
public comment for 60 days. Any 
revisions follow the same proce­
dure. However, Bell said that . 
they will likely begin by disrupt-

Mark Ackelson, INHF Presi- ing the internal drains and 
dent, said, 'This project is twice planting some native trees and 
thesizeofanyotherprojectwe've · grass species. "We're more or 
accomplished,andit'samongthe less trying to put back what was 

there," he said. The trees and 
grasses will both prevent ero­
sion and help return the area to 
its natural state. 

Michael Bornstein, wildlife 
biologist at the refuge, said that 
the regeneration of the site is a 
great opportunity to study the 
wildlife communities in the area 
and assess the value of restored 
floodplains for fish, wildlife and 
plant species. The Iowa Natural 
History Association is eager to 
comprehensively monitor the 
area and make recommendations 
for management, and restoration 
ecologists and wetlands manag­
ers across the nation are inter­
ested in the results. Funding for 
the study is expected from a va­
riety of environmental groups. 
Bornstein said that even though 
"it will be a few years before 
si_gnificant . community ·and 
wildlife changes occur," it is nec­
essary to study the area now as 
'the natural succession begins. 

Horseshoe e-nd Division of 
Mark Twain National Wildlife Refuge 



THE 1993 FLOODS 

From Levee District to WilcJiife Refuge 
by Bruce Mountain 

T he farmers were grim as they stood at the road below 
Bob Hawk's house that leads into the upper end of 
Levee District 8 and Louisa County, Iowa. It was 7 

a.m. on July 8, 1993, and it appeared they were going to lose 
again. There had been record rains in the Iowa Ri~e~ b~si~; 
and Levee District 8, only six miles from the MlSSlSSlppi, 
was feeling the brunt of the massive run-off as it funneled 
12 million acres down the river. 

The levee was built in. 1927 to protect 2,000 acres of crop 
ground. The area also contained 600 acres of old oxbows and 
sloughs (Spitznogle Lake, Sunfish Lake, Rush Lake, Parsons 
Lake, Wilson Lake, Hall Lake, and Diggins Slough) and river­
ine forests. It had been estimated the levee was a 25-year levee 
(able to withstand floods that. occur once every 25 years), but 
in the last 60 years it had been breached 14 times. 

This looked like it would be number 15. Ed Yotter and the 
other farmers stood at 551 feet above sea level, and the lower 
end of the district, at 541 feet, was already under several feet 
of water due to seepage up through the saturated ground and 
through the levee. By 8 a.m. water started to lap over the top 
of the levee at several locations, so the 25 farmers and 
neighbors moved off the main levee and worked to reinforce 
the cross levee between Levee District 8 and the adjacent 
up-stream levee district, number 11. 

At 9 a.m. word came that the main levee of District 11 had 
broken and water was gushing in. By 11 a.m. water was 
coming over the main levee in District 8 like a waterfall. 
Officially, the main levee was breached in six locations and 
the cross levee was breached in five, but actually these were 
the accumulation of many smaller breaches all along the 
levees. At its height, the flood water was more than two feet 
over the top of the levee, drowning the hopes of another 
year's crop. 

When the flood water finally receded in September, the 
farmers looked over the damage. They were stunned by the 
numerous scour holes (some 25 to 100 feet long and 17 feet 
deep), sand deposits (some 6 inches to 6 feet deep), and 
flotsam. The Soil Conservation Service (SCS), now known 
as the Natural Resources Conservation Service, moved in to 
assess the damage to the crop ground in Levee District 8 (it 
was later set at up to $3,000 per acre) and to estimate the 
costs to fix the roads and drainage system. The Army Corps 
of Engineers obtained estimates to fix the levees. 

But the landowners were tired of fighting the river. And 
conservationists and public officials knew this oft-flooded 
land shouldn't be farmed. For a brief time after the waters 
receded and before the repairs would need to begin, the 
situation was ripe for change, and a variety of agencies and 
nonprofits seized the opportunity. They put together a buy­
out of the properties in Levee District Number 8 and cre­
ated-a year and a half later-Horseshoe Bend, a division 
of the Mark Twain National Wildlife Refuge and a good case 
study of how a coalition can move quickly when condi­
tions-and the will for change-are right. 

Bruce Mountain is director of the Iowa Natural Heritage Founda­
tion 's Wetlands for Iowa Program. 
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Gathering funds and Willing Buyers 

If the flooding of Louisa County's levee had been a 
localized incident, the levees would have been rebuilt 
($800,000), the drainage ditches cleared ($400,000), t~e 
sand bars removed, the scour holes filled, aqd the debns 
removed ($1.7 million) for an estimated $2.9 million. This 
excludes the additional costs and federal dollars for disaster 
payments ($200,000) as well as crop insurance pg.yments 
and the non-recoverable costs of the landowners. (Today, it 
is believed that these estimates were low because in the 
adjacent levee district, number 11, where the levee was 
actually repaired, the initial estimate proved to be 80 percent 
below the actual costs.) · 

This ~as not, however, a localized incident. The flooding 
of the entrte Upper Mississippi River Basin) n 1993 was the 
worst in tyears. At many of the U.S. Geological Survey 
gauging ~tations al<mg the Mississippi, tpe flow levels ex­
ceeded the hundred-year mark. In response, Congress passed 
the Emergency Wetland Reserve Program (EWRP) in Octo­
ber 1993 as a part of flood relief support. Without the funds 
provided by this program, the Louisa Levee District buy-out 
could not have occurred. 

The federal government's disaster aid program was devel­
oped to provide compensation for severely damaged crop 
ground and also to break the cycle of paying for similar 
damage caused by future floods. Under the program, the 
Department of Agriculture would purchase a permanent 
easement on crop acres where the damage caused by the 
flood exceeded the value of the easement. The easement 
would pro~ibit al~but very limited agricultural practices, and 
in Louisa f:ounty, it was set at $683 per acre. 

In early O<(tob~ the Iq~a office of the SCS proposed the 
idea of buying tffft: tr,e ~ehbre ~ev~e district.' but only from 
willing sellers and oply 1f the d1stnct were dissolved so as to 
ensure that future le/vee reconstruction costs would not be 
incurred. The SCS did not have the funds or the statutory 
authority to purchase the district, so, in late Octqber, it 
organized meetings with its own representatives, the Fish 
and Wildlife Service (FWS), the Federal Emergency Man­
agement Agency (FEMA), the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), the Corps, the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources, the IowaN atural Heritage Foundation, Pheasants 
Forever, and other interested parties to seek a solution. 

The group immediately realized that for the project to be 
successful, quick actiort would be needed. With winter ap­
proaching, the dredge barges the Corps needed to repair the 
levees would soon be frozen out. The group thought that a 
buy-out of tqe fee title to the parcels in the levee district 
could be accomplished through joining the Emergency Wet­
land Reserve payment with additional cash to be Taised to 
equal the fair market value of the property. 

The area also qualified for FEMA assistance. Applica­
tions were made to the IoW,a Disaster Management Office, 
which helped handle FEMA payments, to have the buy-out 
declared as an alternative floodplain project. That declara­
tion would make up to 90 percent of the disaster payments 
eligible to be applied for the buy-out. However, an estimated 
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additional $500,000 to $600,000 would still be needed to 
accomplish the project. Representatives for the FWS indi­
cated they would have the money but not until 1994. The 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation then agreed to pro­
vide a $250,000 grant to be matched by $250,000 from The 
Conservation Fund; these monies would be used as a loan 
or stop-gap funding until the FWS funds became available. 
Other non-profits, such as the Iowa Natural Heritage Foun­
dation and Pheasants Forever, also provided funding. 

The Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation, a 15-year-old 
private group, was asked to be. the project facilitator. The 
Foundation would coordinate the offers to purchase land 
from the individual landowners, coordinate the Emergency 
Wetland Reserve Program funding with the National Fish 
and Wildlife Foundation and Conservation Fund monies, 
and oversee the eventual transfer of the properties. Before 
the buy-out could proceed, the ultimate· owner and manager 
of the area had to be determined. The choice was between 
the Iowa Department of Natural Resources and the Fish and 
Wildlife Service. Due in part to state budgetary constraints 
and federal management personnel available at the nearby 
Mark Twain Wildlife Refuge, the FWS was the logical 
choice to hold title and manage the project. 

Another condition for the project to proceed was the 
closing of the levee district and drainage district. Therefore, 
the statutory requirements for closing the districts, including 
legal notice and voting procedures, had to be researched. The 
final closing took place on March 31, 1994. 

Once the landowners agreed to the concept, offers to 
purchase had to be negotiated with each landowner. The 
district is owned by 13 different landowners with parcels 
ranging in size from 13 acres to more than 1 ,500 acres. One 
farm is owned by an investor/operator, and another was 
deeded by President James Polk under federal patent to the 
owners, Jack and Merrit Parsons's great-great-grandfather, 
in 1846. Two sisters, Mary Boysen and Martha Hawk, each 
owned Century Farms, a designation given to farms that 

have been in the same family for 100 years. Another farm 
was acquired by duck hunters in 1929, and it is still operated 
as a private duck hunting club by the heirs of the six original 
partners. 

We concluded that all of the offers to landowners had to 
be based on a consistently applied formula. Several of the 
landowners said that they were dissatisfied with the offers, 
but eventually agreed to them, based on the knowledge that 
other landowners were getting the same offers and that there 
were no "special deals." By sticking to this strategy, individ-
ual negotiations and appraisals were avoided. -

The first offer wa:s signed December 13, 1993, and the last 
one was exdcuted May 6, 1994. Seven of the ten landowners 
had closed hy N y_~mber 30, 1994. The rest closed by the 
end of.1994 as the""farmers finished their field work. 

~J 
Many Partners ,,· 

Completing a project with so many partners and land­
owners in such a short time required creativity, cooperation, 
and attention to detail. One of the more important aspects of 
this partnership was the Cooperative Agreement signed by 
the Soil Conservation Service, the Fish and Wildlife Service; 
and the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation. This agreement 
delineates the responsibilities of each party. One useful 
provision of the agreement is one that specifies that access 
will be available to top-level officials when efforts were 
stymied n the local level. 

The public/private mix in the project was important. The 
public and private partners can be divided into five categories, 
each of whicn·served different roles and functions: implement­
ing non-profit organizations, jurisdictional agencies, funding 
agencies, funding non-profits, and project managing agencies. 

In this project, the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation was 
an implementing or facilitating non-profit organization. An 
implementing non-profit w4s necessary because flexibility 
and speed were needed to consummate the project. The Iowa 
Natural Heritage Foundation's Wetlands for Iowa Program 
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was chosen for the project, in part, because it has expertise 
in land acquisition projects and in forming partner~hips with 
state and federal agencies and other non-profits to fund the 
purchase of such projects. In this case, the Wetlands for Iowa 
Program had the responsibility to educate landowners on the 
concept of merging the Emergency Wetland Reserve Pro­
gram easement with a buy-out. 

The Foundation also had many other tasks. It did a pre­
liminary appraisal of the land in November of 1993 and 
devised the uniform buy-out plan. It paid for a quick ap­
praisal of cropland and non-cropland based on comparable 
sales and pre-flood land values. From this, a portion of the 
value due to the flood damage, as determined by SCS, was 
deducted to arrive at the current value. In dealing with 
non-motivated sellers, the Foundation packaged the idea as 
an attractive alternative to farming in the floodplain and as 
being fair among all neighbors. 

The Foundation also negotiated offers to purchase land 
with each landowner and provided the flexibility to custom­
ize each transaction. Tax deferments were provided through 
three-way land exchanges. For example, the Foundation 
purchased land from a third party (pursuant to the instruc­
tions of the owner of levee district land) and then traded the 
land for land in the levee district. The Foundation then would 
receive the EWRP payment. Non-levee district aGres were 
purchased to round out tracts that were not eligible for the 
EWRP. For example, the Spitznogle brothers owned 12 acres 
inside the levee district, but wanted to sell 20 acres to have 
square boundaries. The additional eight acres was purchased 
with some of the funds provided by other non profits. 

Finally, the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation developed 
a timetable for all public and private participants to ensure 
each was fulfilling its responsibilities. These included ap­
praisals, surveys, title problems, financing, preparing grant 
applications, closing on each parcel, and transferring each 
to the Fish and Wildlife Service. 

The many jurisdictional agencies involved in the pro­
ject-the Soil Conservation Service, the Fish and Wildlife 
Service, the Federal Emergency Management Agency, and 
the Corps-had responsibilities that varied in breadth and 
longevity. The SCS was responsible for evaluating flood 

. damage to each land parcel and for implementing the Emer­
gency Wetland Reserve Program. The wetland restoration re­
quirements of the EWRP for the participating landowners were 
the responsibility of the FWS. The FWS also conducted the 
environmental assessment and environmental impact studies 
and engaged an independent appraiser to assess the pr:operties 
and develop comparable figures from in-house appraisers. 
These figures were very close to the "quickie" appraisal ob­
tained by the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation. 

FEMA's involvement included assessing damage com­
pensation under its statutory authority and developing the 
project as an alternative plan. FEMA also had a role as a 
funding agency for the project as did the SCS and the FWS. 
Funding non-profits included the Iowa Natural Heritage . 
Foundation, the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, The 
Conservation Fund, Pheasants Forever, and the Izaak Walton 
League. The fifth category of partners were project manag­
ing agencies, which included the SCS, the FWS, and the 
Corps. 

Typically, this type of project does not work in normal 
regulatory frameworks. Entrenched bureaucrats, enamored 
with their own regulations, can be a death knell to a project. 
The time it takes to babysit hesitant landowners and coordi-
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nate state and federal agencies does not permit one agency to 
be inflexible in,interpreting its regulations when the intent of 
the regulations can be met thrpugh cooperative and imaginative 
initiatives. All partners need• access to top agency personnel 
because someone outside the organization can sometimes get 
results, whereas agency personnel may not have the authority 
or the influence to buck their way up the system. 

The Louisa County levee buy-out required close inter­
agency cooperation. As an example, SCS defined the value 
of damages to the land for purposes of qualification for 
EWRP. FWS then directed its appraisers to use the same data and 
valuation premises in determining the fair market value of the 
land. We would have had difficulty closing the project if the 
agencies had used two different methods of appraisal and the land 
qualified for EWRP but would not qualify for the buy-out. 

Another example: Regulations for the SCS for EWRP 
easements, and the FWS for land acquisitions, required their 
respective legal counsel to determine that landowners had 
marketable title to the land, subject to the guidelines of the 
project. Through negotiations, SCS agreed to accept FWS 
opinions o~ title. This avoided a separate time-consuming 
step by keeping the project out of the hands of at least one 
set of government lawyers. 

The last i:Q.gredient for success was agency flexibility. For 
example, EWRP regulations require all easements to be 
surveyed and this would have caused an irfunense delay in 
the project. To its credit, SCS waived these regulations, since 
most of the acquisitions involved the entire tract. Surveys 
were then conducted only on five parcels split on irregular 
boundary lines. 

Severe Lessons 

This unique project is giving farmers an opportunity to 
find alternative agricultural land to continue farming with­
out fighting the floods. Additionally, it provides short- and 
long-term savings to taxpayers because a one-time, fair-mar­
ket purchase of flood-prone land is much cheaper than 
continued, ex1pensive··· federal programs to rebuild levees, 
clean drainage districts, repair land, and pay disaster pay­
ments. All o:ft .. t ese s;osts are .interspersed with crop-defi­
ciency payments antl9nsurance claims. In addition, our latest 
calculation shows the~ Fish ~nd Wildlife Service saved 
$235,000 by having the•'Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation 
facilitate the transaction. The federal government still has 
the responsibility to provide existing protection in certain 
floodplains; but it also must develop alternatives to control­
ling nature, such as relocating willing landowners and re­
turning parts of the floodplain to the river. 

The great flood of 1993 taught us some severe lessons. We 
have to expand our mission from just controlling the water 
that affects our individual properties to effectively dealing 
with the effects of the water all the way down the river 
ecosystem. We also have to learn to live with the river system 
by holding more of the rain water where it falls and by 
slowing its movement through the system, thereby allowing 
the river to reesta.blish some of its checks and balances. 

Lastly, we have to stop "just greasing the squeaky wheel" 
and find ways to spread the available federal funds for 
floodplain management among the various alternatives that 
benefit the general public. This includes developing a man­
agement plan for the entire rive~(· system, coordinating perti­
nent programs and agencies and-where there are willing 
landowners-giving some of our natural resources back to 
nature. • 



NEWS RELEASE 

THOUSANDS OF IOWA FARMERS TO BE THANKED FOR CONSERVATION EFFORTS 

DES MOINES --In a first-of-its-kind effort, thousands of 
Iowa farmers will be publicly thanked for their soil and 
water conservation accomplishments late this year. A group 
of conservation and farm organizations are spearheading a 
campaign that is expected to involve urban as well as farm 
groups in thanking up to 30,000 farmers for their progress ~ 
in environmental protection. 

"I don't think there's any question but what these 
farmers have made substantial progress in caring for soil 
and water, . and many of us think it'~ time to say thank you 
to conservation-minded farmers," s~~s 1Glenn Buresh, 
President of the Iowa Association of Soil and Water 
Conservation District Commissioners and a farmer from Ely, 
Iowa. 

Buresh says he and other farmer don't think the 
conservation job is done by any means, but the progress 
being made should be acknowledged. "The majority of Iowa 
farmers are picking up the pace of conservation work 
voluntarily, often at an extra cost. The least we can do is 
give them some moral support," Buresh says. 

Conservation and farm groups ae planning appreciation 
events after this fall's harvest in many counties across the 
state. Organizers plan to invite as / many- ·as 300 farmers in 
each county to receive a token of appreciation and thank 
you's from_ urban, conservation, envihonJA~ntal ,~ and business 
groups. J , 

~ I 

"We're fairly certain such an ambitious plan has never 
been undertaken, here or anywhere else," says Bill Horan, a 
farmer from Rockwell City and President of the Iowa Corn 
Growers Association. ~ ''But on the other hand, the progress 
in conservation is unprecedented, too, so I think the idea 
is a good · one. The general feeling is it's about time we 
thanked our conservation-minded farmers," Horan says. 

Jeff Vonk, State Conservationist for the Soil 
Conservation Service in Iowa, confi~ed that conservation 
work is being applied by farmers at an accelerated rate. 
"The floods last year really slowed a:onservation work, but 
in 1992 conservation practices were· ap~lied at rates from 2 
to 9 times traditional rates. We can see the differences on 
the ground as we travel across the state," he says. 

1 

Vonk says farmers are responding respons~bly to 
government guidelines that ask farmers to protect the land 
in order to continue to be eligible for U.S.Department of 



Agriculture programs. For instance, contour farming is 
being applied at rates four times traditional rates; 
waterways at a nine times traditional rates; no till farming 
at seven times. Practices that improves water quality such 
as grassed field borders, contour buffer strips and grass 
filter strips are becoming much more prevalent on the 
landscape only in the past two to three years, Vonk says. 

He also notes that Iowa farmers have voluntarily cut 
nitrogen use in recent years, while farmers in other Midwest 
states have increased nitrogen use. He expects 1994 to be a 
banner year for conservation and water quality improvement 
work in Iowa. 

Iowa Farm Bureau Federation President Merlin Plagge 
says he's . pleased a recent survey shows that a high 
percentage of both farmers and urQ,ap residents believe 
farmers are making progress in conservation measures. 
"We're supporters of voluntary conservation programs, and 
it's important that people know farmers are making progress 
on their own, without mandatory laws," Plagge says. 

The farm groups would like more dialogue with their 
urban neighbors. "We need better communications between 
producers and those people living in urban areas for a 
common understanding of the challenges and opportunities 
facing all of us in conservation and environmental areas." 
says Yvonne Wente, Secretary of the Iowa Soybean promotion 
Board. 

The Corn Grower, Farm Bureau, ~onsarvation Districts, 
and Soybean P~omotion Board, Iowa Scp,ybean Association and 
SCS are five of the core group of or.gan'zations planning the 
appreciation program. Other core membets ~are the Division 
of Soil Conservation of the Iowa ' Departme~t of Agriculture 
and Land Stewardship, Iowa State University Extension, and 
Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service. 

The groups ae a9king for donations from businesses in 
Iowa to help with · the program. Early pledges of financial 
support include those from Dupont Agricultural Products, 
Pioneer Hi-bred International, Zeneca Agricultural Products, 
the Iowa Farm Bureau, the Corn Growers, the Soybean 
Promotion Board and the Pork Producers. 

Governor Branstad is expected to declare a conservation 
farmer appreciation week for next De~cember. Local 
businesses, Chambers of Commerce, environmental groups and 
local governmental officials are being asked to join in 
giving thank you's at the appreciation events. 

Plans also call for television and radi~~~ublic service 
announcements stating "a conservation farmer is your friend" 



t 
and the printing of thousands of color brochures that show 
40 ways Iowa farmers are improving the environment. 

The group is also encouraging such ideas as classrooms 
adopting a conservation farmer, the use of an 800 telephone 
number for callers to get in touch with a conservation 
farmer, and other actions that will create more contact and 
understanding among farmers and their urban neighbors. 
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local articles about him. ·"But I see farm­
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ing strictly as a business any more ." 

This new way is making a hog-farming 
relic of Tim Pate, who sees farming as a 
way of life . Mr. Pate, 39, began raising 
hogs as a teenager for ribbons at the 
Wright County fair. He did so well he didn't 
bother with college, acquiring cropland 
instead. A Clarion banker is willing to lend 
him what he needs to greatly expand the 
herd and build modern facilities - in other 
words, to try to compete with company 
farms. 

Iowans Can Handle 
Pig Smells, but This 
Is Something Else 

* * * 
Giant Hog 'Factories' Strain 

Inherent Neighborliness a 

Of a Rural Community<·> v 

By ScOTI' KILMAN 
Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL 

CLARION, Iowa - This two-stoplight 
town is normally as placid as it gets. The 
weekly newspaper covers iss~es. such as 
lawn mowers blowing grass cllppmgs onto 
streets. Business follows the well-worn 
cycles of farmers planting corn and raising 
pigs . 

But the pigs nm.v spell trouble. 
Long a sideline for grain farm~rs, hogs 

have become the focus of a high-tech, 
corporate form of agriculture. All ~cr?ss 
Wright County, companies are bUIIdmg 
metal-and-concrete complexes that pack in 
thousands of genetically uniform P!gs at a 
site, regulating every aspect of their short 
lives before the slaughterhouse beckons .. 

The efficiency of these megafarms IS 

matchless, lowering the cost of producing 
oork and driving some farmers out of the 
business. And the smell can be awesome. 

Watch Your Head 
Outside them liE\· huge waste lagoons, 

.;oml"emptied by "manure guns·" that fling 
:heir cargo through the air onto surround· 
ng fi elds - and occasionally onto p~ssing 
:ars. Some rural families are movmg to 
own to escape the stench, which stings the 
~yes up close and can waft for a mile across 
he countryside. 

This new way of farming is stirring 
omplex emotions in rural Iowa, where 
,ogs are a part of the culture. An Iowa 
Toup crovms an annual Pork Queen, and 
he gift store at the Des Moine~ airport 
arries pig likenesses on everyth~ng ~rom 
efrigerator magnets to cookie Jars. 
:oughly a third of Iowa's farmers keep 
orne pigs, which until recently were one ~f 
1e few fairly dependable sources of profit 
1 an uncertain occupation. 

Pigs also have helped a lot of. young 
~ople get started in farming , earnmg the 
10niker "mortg~.ge·lifter." With just a ' 
na il lot and a wooden shed, a person 
JUld tend some sows, sell the offspring 
1d eventually earn enough to buy land to 
isc> the g-lamour croo : corn. 

Populist Tradition 
But last year the swelling population of · 

hogs controlled by firms such as Iowa i 
Se l e~ t Farms and North Carolina's Murphy 1 

Family Farms helped sink U.S. prices to 
their lowest level in two decades, below the 
cost of production for most family farmers. 
Some 4,000 Iowa farms gave up on hogs. 

Besides the hit to the pocketbook, com­
pany farms offend an agrarian wariness of 
big business . "Iowa has a prairie populist 
tradi tion ," says Gov. Terry Branstad, a 
Republican. "We all cheer for ttre little 
guy." State law curbs corporate ownership 
of farmland. 

Yet resistance to corporate control 
helped sink an earlier livestock business in 
Iowa - chickens - and some are concerned 
that bucking hog factories could cost the 
state another industrv. 

The issue has turned meetings here of 
the county Board of Supervisors into such 
heated affairs that a panic button was 
installed so supervisors could summon the 
sheriff's office. Vandals have struck the 
construction sites of some corporate hog 
complexes. The sheriff's department pa­
trols them, and it tracks their sprawl with 
pins on its wall map. 

Says Iowa State University's agricul· 
ture dean, David TopeL ''I'm worried 
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- But their rise both here and in states 
=~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~oo~Wetrailitioo~~g~untryhas~n-

N. • h. b • J · · T t c · -vinced Mr. Pate that prices will stay low, eig . ors Ill owa ·ry 0 ope and profit margins thin. Besides, he says, 
he isn't willing to subject his neighbors to 

Wl.t•h BI.g,· Odo.rous Hog 'Factori.es' the smell. So he sold off his 130 breeding 
sows and will soon market their last off-
spring. Then he will concentrate on field 
crops. Continued From First Page in his county, Hancock, are arguing to the 

about towns getting torn apart" Iowa Supreme Court that Mr. Thompson is 
Take Kanawha, population 763. Vicky so big he isn't a regular farmer anymore 

Anderson and her husband, Les, used to go but a commercial enterprise. That would 
with David and Holly Thompson, the farm mean he needs a county zoning permit-
couple down the gravel road, to dances at which they wouldn't grant. 
the Surf Ballroom in nearby Clear Lake, "I feel like the sheep man in a range 
the site of Buddy Holly's last gig. When war," Mr. Thompson says as he walks to 
Mr. Thompson broke a hip three years ago, one of his metal -sided buildings. 
Mr. Anderson helped castrate piglets . But The inside looks nothing like an I 
their friendship has come to a sad end. old-fashioned hog shed. There is no shovel-
" He's not a farmer anymore," growls Mr. ing manure. The hogs, 20 to a pen, stomp 
Anderson. "He 's a factory." their waste throu_gh the slatted floor into a ... , 

A little more than a year ago, Mr. 30-inch·deeopit,Jwll!ch drains outs1de to al ' 
Thompson got a contract to raise hogs 1.5 million-gallon la_g_oon.J Food pellets are 
owned by Land O'Lakes Inc. of Min- delivered by <l1utomatic feeders and water 
neapolis. He borrowed $700,000 to erect five by mechanicai nipples . A thermostat con· 
buildings, each bigger than the passenger trols heaters an d ventilation. Thanks to all 
cabin of a Boeing 747. The site produces th e labor-saving devices, Land O'Lakes 
12,000 hogs annu- figures a hog needs just 12 minutes of 
ally . human attention during its four months at 

Neighbor Rich· the Thompson place, making it possible for 
ard Eliason, who one person to run th e operation . 
has an ordinary· Mr. Thompson may symbolize ominous 
size hog herd of 400, change to his neighbors, but he was him-
is so upset that he is self the victim of change in the past. 
boycotting stores During the 1980s debt crisis, he and a 
that do business brother were pus!1ed off a familv farm that 
with Mr. Thomp· could no longer support the e-ntire clan. 

''I'm going to miss the old girls," says 
Mr. Pate, stepping into their old-fashioned 
wooden shed. The floor was covered with 
straw to cushion the feet of his sows ­
which, unlike swine in modern facilities, 
we're allowed to root outdoors. "Pigs gave 
me my independence, " Mr. Pate says, 
"But technology is changing so much so 
quickly. The good times are over for little 
guys like me." . 

Faced with such a transformation, offi ­
cials in Wright County are soberly going 
along with the trend. They have welcomed 
Austin J. DeCoster, an egg baron from 
Maine. Backed by Metropolitan Life Insur­
ance Co., among others, he is building the 
capacity to produce some 450,00.0 swine a 
year - three times what the entire county 
produced three years ago . He leases s1tes 
to Iowa Select Farms, whose land holdings 
are restricted. 

Wright County officials say new hog 
operations have probably created 2.00 jobs, 
and for the first time since 1920 the county 
is growing. Mister G's, a clothing retailer , 
recently added a women 's store . rive new 
houses were built last year in Clarion - a 
boom for a town of 2,700 people. 

Mr. DeCoster won't be interviewed. His son. He says the After working seven years in a factory to 
smell from the buy land to return to farming, Mr. Thomp· co nstruction chief, Myron Lawler, says hi s 
Thorn son com lex son , now 40, chose to grow hogs a new, boss is rejuvenating a local industry. "It 's 
a quar er·mile away less-risky way: under contract. going to take the modern technology we're 
makes it impossible He collects about S12 a head from Land bringing in," he says. 

· for his family to, for !.._..---.,--=~5!,. O'Lakes regardless of swings in the hog But families are feuding over whether 
instance eat a ·c market. As a result, he is one of the few hog to sell their land for more of the giant hog 

no er armer pulle a son out of a 1 e growers around who have made much farms. Officials fear trouble when the 
class taught by Mr. Thompson, whose money amid the miserable prices of late. smell is fanned by summer winds. 
teenage daughter has been taunted in The arrangement also lets Land O'Lakes And the Wright County Monitor worries 
school. skirt state curbs on corporate farming about an eroding of society in its corner of 

Pressed by Mr: Thompson's neighbors, since it owns just the hogs, not land. Iowa. "Of greatest concern is what this 
county officials are trying to shut him "We've lost a lot of friends over !hi~ , issue is doing to the people in our commu· 
down. Iowa counties have relatively little says Mr. Thompson, sitting at his ctin:~;~- j nity," writes Barbara Dorsey, the pub· 
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Once Again Excessive 
L~~o,on Odors C?ver ~ 
Mile Away Ca~ ·Cause 

A Disruption 1n 
Cashflow and 

Neighborhood Continuity 

This is just one more 
examl)le for the need 

for a flf~nure nutrient 
• ~~ I 

odor ... controlling 
Slurrystore System 



SOIL DISTRICT 
SCHOLARSHIP 

AWARDED 

The Louisa County Soil and 
WaterCons~ation District has 
awarded its 1995 scholarship to 
Joshua Young of Wapello. 
Young is· a senior at Wapello 
High School where he will 
graduate in May. In addition to 
thelocalaward, Young will now 
compete at the regional level 
for the sdtolarships from the 
Iowa Association of Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
Commissioners. 
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ITA makes a positive cfijfereru.e in 
the fives of students 6y cfevefoping 
their potentiaf for: 

• premier Cem!ership 
• personaf 9rowth 
• career stu:cess 

through agricuLturaf ecftu:ation. 
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Trees for Sale 
The Louisa County Soils and 

Water Conservation District 
(LCSWCO) is now taking orders 
for a wide variety of trees and 
seedlings. The sale of these trees 
helps fund conservation educa­
tion in Louisa County. 

The LCSWCDis offering both 
hard wood and evergreen trees. 
These bareroot trees average 18 
inches in height and are sold in 
bundles of 10 of one variety for 
$10. Also available are potted 
spruce, pine, pecan~d chestnut 
trees in limited quantities. 

The LCSWCD will be taking 
orders until February 28. For 
more information, or to order, 
call 523-6411. 



Trees offered 
for planting 

The Lou~sa County Soil & 
Conservation District is taking 
orders for .tree and shrub seed­
lings. The tree seedlinl)S average 
18 inches in height and will arrive 
in early April. Profits fmm the 
sales will help fund cor: serva­
tion education in Louisa County. 

This year the tree seedl,ings 
availabl~ include red oak, black 
walnut, arborvitae, Austr~.an 

pine, Colorado blue spruce, and 
eastern white pine, little leaf lin­
den, crabapple, apricot, and red 
oak. Shrubs available are the 
autumn olive, amur maple, bit­
tersweet, Nanking cherry, and 
rodosier dogwood. 

The District also will have 
potted pine and spruce varieties 
available. Specific information on 
these will be available at the 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service Office, formerly the SCS 
office in Wapello. The phone is 
523-6411. 

If you are interested in a va­
riety not on our list, give us a call 
we will try to obtain them for 
you if they are available from 
our nurseries. 

Minimum order is 10 of a 
variety for $10. Tree shelters are 
also for sale. All orders will be 
picked up at the Louisa County 
SCS office in Wapello. For more 
information or to order, call 
523-6411. 
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Unique gifts available from the 
Louisa Soil and Water 
Conservation District 

Having trouble finding a 
unique gift idea? Look no further! 
The district has a lot of products 
that we would love to sell to you. 
Stop by the office at 514 lsett, 
Wa~llo for order forms or more 
information. You may also call 
319-523-6411. 

Consider a Mushroom 
Growing Kit. Varieties include: 
Morel, Shiitake, Hericum, and 
Pleurotus. Imagine mushrooms 
grown at home. What a splendid 
idea. 

Think about Perennials: 
Daylilies, Ferns, including 
Christmas ferns, Maidenhair; 
and Royal ferns, Trailing 
Periwinkle, Japanese Spurge, 
Purple Wintercreeper, English · 
IVy, Creeping Lily, Lilyturf, and 
Grapevines. Priced at 
competitive prices for priceless 
beauty and enjoyment. 

For the bird lover we have 
Hummingbird Feeder kits. All 
in one, this package includes a 
special blend of wildflower seeds 

guaranteed to attract 
hummingbirds and a special 

· hummingbird feeder with nectar 
to greet them as they arrive year 
after year. 

Wildflower Seed is available 
in a wide variety and can be 
enjoyed year after year with little 
or no maintenance. 

Ever heard of Beneficial 
Insects? Well, there is such a thing 
and we have them available for 
you. The Praying Mantis takes 
care of all type's of pests in your 
garden and is a wonder to watch 
work. Also, Ladybug Beetles are 
nature's control for aphids and 
other soft bodied pests. Imagine 
yourneighbors' envyatyourpest 
free garden. 

Supertube Treeshelters and 
Vispore Tree Mats are still 

available for your own tree 
plantings as well as for gift giving 
to the one person who has 
everything. . 

Anddon'tforget the District's 
annual tree sales. A variety of 
seedlings ar~ always available to 
enhance and benefit your 
property for a small investment 
of time and money. Gift 
certificates are available. 

We also have marker flags 
available. 

So if not for yourself, 
remember parents, grand­
parents, in-laws, teachers, 
friends, newlyweds, memorials, 
and countless others who might 
enjoyanyorallofouruniquegift 
ideas. Stop by the office for 
additional information. 
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Wetland ·Reserve Pro grant 

Third sign-up to be 
May 30-JU.ne 30 

The third SIGN-UP for the practices, any necessary 
Wetlands Reserve Program structures, and estimated costs 
(WRP) brings several significant associat~ with restoration. 
changes from the first two sign- 3.Jn mid-August, the NRCS 

' ups. The Natural Resources State Office will rank all Iowa 
C.onservation Service (NRCS), applications. The State 
formerly the Soil Conservation Conservationist will then notify 
Service, now administers the .all. landowners submitting 
program, including the applications of whether or not 
payments of easements. A they are tentatively acc~pted. 
second major change is that the 4. On tentatively 1ccepted 
program is being offered lands, where the)andowner is 
nationwide- the first two sign- still interested .in the-program, a 
ups were limited to fewer than certified appraiser will appraise 
half the states. the land intended fo'r WRP. The 

The .intept of the program landowner ·will be offered the 
remains the sarrie. Landowners appraised dollar value for th~ ., 
are offer,edt the1 appraised easement. The.land owner then 
agricultural''as is" market value files the easement and restores 
of their land in exchange for the wetland . . 
signing a permanent easement' If you are· interested or have 
on the land, and restoring the further questions come to the 
land to wetland. NRCS Office, 514 Isett, Wapello, 

As in the second WRP SIGN- . or call319-523-6411. 

UP, there is no bid. 
A summary of the SIGN-UP 

process beginning May 30: 
1. Interested landowners 

receive and sign an application 
to participate. The NRCS will 
help determine if the land 
propOsed to be entered into the 
program is eliqible. .., ... , 

2. The landowner, NRCS and 
Fish and Wildljfe ·Service (FWS) 
complete a ··I siteJ ~ .... ankip'g; 
workshe-rt, stake the area, and 
draw up a preliminary plhn for • 
restoring the area to wetlands . . 
The plan includes types of . 

~ . -~ · ~ 8'- rs ... 

Ross· 
Bookkeeping 
Business & Personal 

Accounting 
Phone Days: l@lld 
523-6883 00000 

0000 

(Winfield 
0000 
oooo 

Contractor's Office) · ~80 

Nights: 523-5623 
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Dett~nan:D-Easler to 
attend Con:ference 

The Louisa County Conser- with the Louisa County Soil and 
vation Board met in regular ses- Water Conservation District. 
sion on Wednesday, September A bid of $600 from Jordie 
2S,atthe Louisa County Heritage Beeding to repair a scour hole at 
Center in Wapello. . Indian Slough was approved. 

Detra Dettmann - Easler has In an update on the REAP 
been chosen as one of three from grant applied for to make im­
lowa to attend the North provementsand land purchases [ 
American Association of Envi- at Virginia Grove, the LCCB did 
ronmental Educator$ Confer- not receive the grant. 
ence, to be held irl San Francisco, A report was given on the 
for five days begin"ing October annual Iowa Association of 
30, 1996. The Board approved C!ounty Cdnservation Baiuds 
interimfinancingforthetrip,and Conference that was held in 

~ will be reimbursed by two Iowa Ottumwa on September 20-21, 
groups that are sponsoring Jim Rudisill, Greg Terry and 
Dettmann -Easler for the ron- Wayne Ryan attended from 
ference. LCCB. 

Also, because 'of Dettmann - Approval was given to hire· a 
Easler's additional.-esponsibjJi- local contractor to complete the 
ties. in the past year, the Board final hook- ups on the new sep­
approved flex time hours, an in- tic system at Langwood 4-H Re­
crease in hours, and a shift to serve. 
salary for her. Board member Greg Terry 

Approval was given to sub- gave an update report on his in­
mitting a Farm Bureau grant ap- vestigation of a gun safety class 
plication. The new program pro- for younger children. He. con· 
vides funds to assist the county tinues to research th,· idea. 
Farm Bureau offices in develop- . The Board continues to nego­
ing programs that investigate tiate with Dick Reid, of Colum­
non - point source pollution. If bus Junction, on the construction 
received, the grant would pro- ofahandicapaccessfishingdock 
vide money to the LCCB and at Virginia Grove. 
Louisa County Farm Bureau to The fiscal year 1996 Annual 
develop a workshop that would Report was distributed to 
train people in other counties to Board members fro review. Final 
use a soil erosion/water quality action will be taken on the report 
model that was developed last at the October meeting. 
year by LCCB in cooperation 
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FFA Soils Team earns State Gold Award 

Member:s of the Wapello FFA Soils Judging Team are front­
Tawsha Wright and back row, left to right - Keith Allen, Jarrett 
Ball and Nate Stover. 

The Wapello FF A Soils Judging 
team received a gold rating and 
8th place in the 15th annual Iowa 
FF A Soils Career Development 
Event (CDE) held at Boone on 
Saturday, October 19th, 1996. 

TheSoilsCDEinvolved taking 
a 40 question test over soils and 
conservation and judging of 4 soil 
pits. At each pit site, contestants 
had to answer 40 questions. The 
soils scorecard isdivided into five 

Thirty teams (the top five teams sections. 
from each of 6 districts) were In the surface features section 
entered in the state event. the students have to calculate the 

Wapello team members 
included Jarrett Ball, Nate Stover, 
Keith Allen, and Tawsha Wright. 
Ball was the 8th high individual 
out of 120 participants. 

The team had to qualify for the 
state event by placing in the top 5 
teams at the Southeast District 
FFA competition held at the 
Muscatine Community College. 
Twenty-five teams participated in 
the District. The team members 
were the same with Ball again 
placing 8th as an individual. 

The top 5 teams qualified for 
the 46th Annual lnternat.ional 
Land Judging Contest in 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma in 
May. Wapello's entire team 
returns next year. 

The training for this contest 
began with a soils unit in the 
Agriculture II class at the high 
school. Further assistance was 
offered the group by the local · 
Natural Resources Conservation 
office. Norm Stone and the area 
soil scientist spent time with the 
group helping them texture soil 
and determine soil color. Frank 
Springsteen also dug several pits 
for the team to use in training. 

______ .,..,.._. -

slope and identify the landscape 
position. 

Under the profile section 
contestants identify the color and 
texture of the surface soil and 
subsoil, evaluate surface and 
internal . drainage,' determine 
parent material and native 

Agronomist, ISU Extension 
Service and Agronomy 
Department, U. S. Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, 
Iowa Department of Agriculture 
~d Land Stewardship, the Iowa 
Department of Education, and the 
Iowa FFA. 

vegetation, and determine the Other sponsoring organ­
.Presence or absence of major izations included the Iowa Com 
horizons. Promotion Board, Iowa 

The third phase of the Association of SoiJ and Water 
scorecardasksthestudentoplace District _Commissioners, ISU 
the land into its major land Student Chapter of the Soil and 
capability class and subclass Water Conservation Society, the 
according to NRC standards. Iowa Chapter of the Soil and 

Next the students have to Water Conservation Society, 
determine which of the following Professional Soil Classifiers of 
practicestoapplytotheland:tile, · Iowa and the Iowa FFA 
grass waterways, contouring, Foundation. 
terracing, strip cropping, and 
conservation tillage. They. also 5 pI! a k ~au r m j n d. 
have to measure surface restdue. . 

1 In the final section of the Feel geed abcut If. 
scorecard, they have to answer on Election Oatt 

questions re
1
1ated totheland's use uotl! ror ~our ram:ti!1ai 1!., 

as a site for a house with a Unte for 4our countrtl . i 
basement, as a septic tank / 
b . fi ld d . eut most of all... ,, a sorptton e , an as a source .. '' 

of topsoil. / 
The Soil CD~ was organized Uote Q ,Yourself. 

by the cooperative efforts of Dr. · · 
Gerald Miller, ISU Extension 1· •• ..•.•• . , .. ,, ......... ,11, 1 .• r" , . 



U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Soil Conservation Service 
For more information, contact: 

Name: Con ni e RB.mirez ,- , Dis tric t Con servati on i s t 
Address: 514 I s ett Wa pello, IA 52653 

Phone: 523-6411 

NEWS 
RELEASE 

On April 25th, the Louisa County Conservation Board 
sponsored a field day at Indian Slough for local 4th graders 
from the L&M School District. All county 4th graders 
participated on different days. Activities included Wetland 
Metaphors, Wetland Wading, Eco-Beaver, Food Chain Games, and 
Digging Into Soil. During the session Digging Into Soil, 
students had the opportunity to sample and observe wetland 
soils by using color charts and hand lenses. Digging Into 
Soil was lead by Connie Ramirez, District Conservationist 
with the Natural Resources Conservation Service. She is 
pictured here with several of the L&M students and their 
teacher Sharon Duytschaver. 

All program s and services of USDA are avai labl e to everyone without regard to race , color , se x, age, handicap , or national orig in . 



U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Soil Conservation Service 
For more information, contact: 
Name: 
Address: 
Phone: 

Conni e R?mirez ,- . Dis tr ic t Conservationist 
514 Ise tt Wa pello, I A 52653 

523-6411 

NEWS 
RELEASE 

On April 25th, the Louisa County Conservation Board 
sponsored a field day at Indian Slough for local 4th graders 
from the L&M School District. All county 4th graders 
participated on different days. Activities included Wetland 
Metaphors, Wetland Wading, Eco-Beaver, Food Chain Games, and 
Digging Into Soil. During the session Digging Into Soil, 
students had the opportunity to sample and observe wetland 
soils by using color charts and hand lenses. Digging Into 
Soil was lead by Connie Ramirez, District Conservationist 
with the Natural Resources Conservation Service. She is 
pictured here with several of the L&M students and their 
teacher Sharon Duytschaver. 

All prog ram s and services of USDA are avail able to everyone without rega rd to race, co lor, sex, ag e, handicap, or national origin . 



Field day at Indian ~Iough 

SiXth graden from Wapello and Columbus Community Sdtools learn about canoeing and 
pond life at Langwood 4-H Reserve near Grandview. The sessions were part of the Sixth Grade 
Outdoor Field Days sponsored each year by the Louisa County Conservation Board. 



U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Soil Conservation Service 
For more information, contact: 

Name: Con nie R8 m.irez ,- , District Conservationist 
Address: 514 Ise tt Wa pel l o, I A 52653 

Phone: 523-6411 

NEWS 
RELEASE 

On May 3rd, Columbus Junction and Wapello 6th graders 
enjoyed a day at Camp Langwood sponsored by the Louisa 
County Conservation Board. Students learned how to canoe, 
fish, took a nature hike for bird identification, and 
studied aquatic life by identifying critters in Camp 
Langwood's pond. Pond studies were lead by District 
Conservationist, Connie Ramirez of the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service. She is pictured here with Columbus 
Junction's sixth graders and their teacher Mr. Kuehl. 

All prog ram s and services of USDA are availab le to everyone without reg ard to race, co lor, sex, age, handicap, or nationa l ori g in . 
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Filter strips clean water the 

g 

v 

old-fashioned way · 
Filter strips might be 

described as the original water 
purifiers. 

Long before they were called 
anything, strips of grass, trees 
and shrubs were slowing the flow 
of water, and filtering sediment 
before releasing cleaner water 
into lakes and streams. 

Connie Ramirez, District 
Conservationist for the USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, says filter strips are 
valuable because of their ability 
to collect sediment, chemicals 
and nutrients. The vegetation 
uses these nutrients rather than 

allowing them to enter water 
supplies. 

"In addition to their water 
quality benefits, the grass, trees 
and shrubs in filter strips. provide 
cover for .small birds and 
animals,'' Connie says. "And 
because they cover the ground, 
they r~duce soil erosion from 
those areas, too .•• 

When selecting plants for use 
in a filter strip, there are some 
things to consider. Connie 
encourages fanners to establish 
plants that are best adapted to the 
soil types in the fields and those 
that will provide the type of 

control needed. The amount of 
control needed can vary, for 
example, depending upon 
whether a fanner wants the filter 
striparoundasinkhole, to control 
runoff from a feedlot or to filter 
runoff from cropland. 

"The filter strip concept 
certainly isn't new," Connie 
says, "but it does have a place on 
many farms.'' Filter strips along 
ponds, wetlands and cropland 
adjacent to streams are eligible 
for the Continuous Conservation 
Reserve Program. 
· Farmers can get more 
information about filter strips 
from the NRCS office. 



· Hallo'Ween 

Hike set 

for 
October 26 

The Louisa Co-unty 
Conservation Board's Annual 
Halloween Hike will be held 
Saturday,Oct.26,6:30p.m.to8:30 
p.m. at Virginia Grove Recreation 

1 Area. The theme for this year's 
hike is '1owa - 150 Years of 
Change." Guides will lead 
participants on a 45-minute hike 

, Qn~ timbet:'ed trail, stopping along 
thewaytohear from wolves, deer, 
trees, flowers and people from 
1846-1996. 

Reservations for the hike are 
required and can be made by 
calling the Louisa County 
Conservation Board at 523-8381. 
A minimum of one adult for ever 
three children attending is 
requested. 

There will be refreshments for 
everyone who brings along a non­
disposablecup. There is no charge 
for the hike or refreshments but 
donations to cover the cost of 
expenses will be accepted. 

The Halloween Hike is co­
sponsored by the Louisa County 
Conservation Board and the 
Louisa County Soil and Water 
Conservation District. 



Water· Conserva on 
District 

The Louisa County So'il and 
Water Conservation Oi strict 
Commissioners will meet on 
Nov. 20 at 7 p.m. at the 1 'ffiCS 
office in Wapello. 





National Wetland month 

.. ... •'-' ·- .. . _ ....... - ~ -· . . , 

·· ~- NationalWetlandMonthwas 
celebrated recently. As part . of 
the celebration the Louisa 
County Natural Resources 
Conservation Service held an 
open house.The purpose of the 
open house was to show the 
benefits of wetlands. Wetland 
benefits include a variety of 
things. They include, water 
quality, the ability to filter 
sectim(mt, reduce soil erosion, 

·reduce flooding, and give us yet 
another outdoor recreation area. 
Wetlands are an ideal place to 
hunt, watch wildlife, take 
photographs and .just relax and 

"' enjoy nature. Many acres are 
being restored privat~ly as we'll 
as publicly. Never m Iowa s 
history have so many acres of 
wetlands been restored to their 
natural state. If this sounds like 
something you would be 
interested in, contact the NRCS 
office in Wapello, Iowa for more 
information. Restoring these 
lands 9ffers an unprecedented 
opportunity to enhance a wildlife 
habitat, improve water quality, 
and provide aesthetic personal 
enjoyment. our offi<;e is located 
at 514 lsett in Wapello, and our 
phone number is 523-6411. 



s NRCS Office 
B holds 

Priorities 
Workshop 

Conservation minded 
individuals and USDA agencies 
met to discuss the direction we 
would like to see Louisa County 
go in the next fe\41 years. Many 
ideas were expressed and will be 
considered as priorities areas and 
agricultural practices are set. The 
participants plan to meet in a 
few weeks again to finalize 

1 
priorities. These priorities willl 
then be evaluated by the State 
Technical Committee and used 
in the obligation of Federal funds 
process. 



By Gene Lucht 

Iowa Farmer Today 

OAKVILLE- Rich 
Siegle doesn't have 
fancy multi-colored 

field maps telling him about 
his operation. 

But he does have a machine 
which tests nitrogen levels 
and applies N at the same 
time. 

That puts him a step ahead 
of most Iowa farmers in the N­
application game. 

Only a few producers use ap­
plicators as advanced as the 
one owned by Siegle and two 
other farmers in this Des 
Moines County community. 

This set-up is called the Soil 
Doctor "System, made by Crop 
Technology Inc. of Houston. 
The Soil Doctor has been on 
the market since 1990, but few 
Iowa farmers are using them 
yet. 

P.Jfred Blackmer, Iowa State 
University professor of agron­
omy, has researched soil tests 
for nitrogen. But he has not 
worked with a machine which 
can test and apply nitrogen on 
the go. 

IF SUCH a machine were ac­
curate, it would be very help­
ful to farmers, Blackmer says. 

"It would be marvelous," he 
adds. But Blackmer has seen 
little independent research on 
the Soil Doctor or other simi­
lar machines. 

'~I would like to see a good 
·evaluation done," he says. 

The key might be in how to 
calibrate on-the-go testing and 
application machines. 

Blackmer says a good sys­
tem would rely at least partial­
ly on a soil-testing program to 
help calibrate the machines 
correctly. 

Craig Elliott, marketing 
manager for Vision System, a 
global-positioning system 
(GPS) system made by Rock­
well International Corp., says 
the on-the-go application idea 
would work with many GPS 
systems, but it's not necessary. 

"There isn't any one technol­
ogy that is going to dominate 
this field," he says. 

According to John Colburn, 
president of Crop Technology 
Inc., farmers should be able to 

use an on-the-go tester and ap­
plicator without ever plugging 
into a GPS system. 

However, Colburn adds, 
many farmers who invest 
$10,000 in a Soil Doctor are 
likely to eventually invest in a 
GPS system for its mapping 
and record capabilities. 

Siegle and his partners, Lee 
Robertson and Mark McCully, 
bought the machine last 
spring and are using it on 
3,000 acres near Burlington. 

They lease a tractor to use 
with the machine 
and hired a semi­
retired farmer to 
run the rig, leav­
ing them free to 
deal with other 
spring farm work. 

They added a 
yield monitor on 
the combine -last 
fall. 

Siegle used the 
applicator without 
getting into global­
positioning tech­
nology last year. 
He plans to eventu­
ally use GPS in 
conjunction with 
his application sys­
tem. 

"We're just in the infancy 
stage," he says. 

The machine features elec­
tronic sensors designed to 
measure soil nitrate levels. 

J Siegle -plugs in a yield goal, 
an the sensors give an on-the­
go reading of N levels, adjust­
ing applications to meet his 
yield goal accordingly. The 
field pass is made shortly after 
the corn has emerged. 

He says the corn suitability 
rating of the soil is important 
because realistic yield goals 
are necessary to the system. 

The system appealed to him 
as a way to cut N use and to 
get a more accurate reading on 
his river-bottom land, where 
soil types and textures change 
often. _ 

Last year's wet spring 
weather and difficult planting 
conditions, did not provide a 
good test for the system, Siegle 
says. Still, he was surprised by 
what the readouts told him. 

Some areas where he expect­
ed N levels to be high actually 
showed low levels, he says, 
and vice versa. • 
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Rich Siegle uses a 
Soil Doctor nitrogen 
applicator on his 
farm in Des Moines 
County. Siegle and 
two friends share 
ownership and use 
of the machine. The 
Soil Doctor uses 
electronic sensors 
to measure nitrogen 
levels. Siegle plugs 
his yield goal into 
the machine, which 
then applies a vari­
able N rate adjusted 
to meet the goal. 

Demand the Best. 
Demand Dawson. 
You're an American farmer. You 
do everything in your power to 
produce the world's food. You're 
the best at what you do. 

We're Dawson Crop Insurance. 
We_'ve been insuring American 
farmers since 1917. We're the 
best at what we do. 

When you make your crop 
insurance decision-- demand 
the best. Demand Dawson. 

For the name of the nearest 
independent agent representing 

Dawson Crop Insurance, 
ca/11-800-437-4680. 

Crop 
Insurance 

P.O. Box 1820 • Fargo, NO 58107 



OPEN HOUSE AT NATURAL RESOURCES 
CONSERVATION OFFICE 

An open house is being planned for June 4, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at the Natural Resources Conservation Office (formerly SCS), 514 
Isett in Wapello. The public is invited to come and visit with the 
Louisa Soil &t Water District Commissioners and meet the new 
District Conservationist, Connie Ramirez. Stop by and discuss 
conservation issues with the staff or just say hello and have a cup 
of coffee and cookies. There will be a display and video on wetlands 
available to view as well as information on other projects the staff 
is involved with. 

Open House 
at Natural 
Resources 
Conservation· 
Office 

An open house is being 
planned for June 4, from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. at the Natural Resources 
Conservation Office (formerly 
SCS), 514 Isett in Wapello. The 
public is invited to come and 
visit with the Louisa Soil &t Wa­
ter District Commissioners and 
meet the new District Conserva-

tionist, Connie RamireZ. Stop by 
and discuss conservation issues 
with the staff or just say hello 
and have a cup of coffee and 
cookies. There will be a display 
and video on wetlands available 
to view as well as information on 
other projects the staffis involved 

~th-------------------------
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Ourth 
has an 
• 1m pact 
• R-E A.P. delegate: 
Burlington resident 
wants to protect the 
environment for the 
future. 
By Jim Rudisill 
The Hawk Eye 

\Vhen Al Ourth slips mto one 
of the Iowa House of Represen­
tative desks later tlus month as 
a delegate to the 1996 Iowa Re­
source Enhancement And Pro­
tectiOn (REAP) Congress, he will 
be contmuing a long tradition of 
support for one of Iowa's pri­
mary enVIronmental programs. 

"I've been involved in REAP 
ever since it started,'' the burly, 
49-year-old Burlington res1dent 
explamed recently. 

As he settled into a chair in 
the Des Moines County Court­
room, following his sluft as bai­
liff at the courthouse, Ourth re­
called one of the first public 
meetmgs on the REAP program 
m southeast Iowa around SIX 

years ago. 
"''here were about 300 people 

at that," he said, adding, "I'd 
hke to see that again " 

\Vh1le attendance at the bi­
annual reg10nal meetmgs that 
lead up to the REAP Congress 
have fallen ofT the last ~everal 
years, Ourth said the program IS 

continwng to see strong support 
from the public. 

Earlier this year, the Iowa 
Legtslature extended the origi­
nal 10 year life of the program 
m an effort to eventually pro­
vide the $300 rmlhon imtially 
established for it. 

Ourth, a former teacher and a 
current member of the Three 
R1vers Environmental Counc1l 
(TREC), gave some of the credit 
for conV!Dcmg legt~lators to 
adopt the extension to enVIron­
mental education programs 
around the state. 

"My hope is that the legisla-
tors' own kids came home and • 

• said look what we learned today, 
: and maybe (the leg~slators) said 
: maybe this JS a good program 
• and we should continue Jt," he 
: sa1d. 
, • Ourth's own outdoor trammg 
• and educatiOn came through 
: more practlcal experiences. 
• He grew up on a farm just 
• outside Nauvoo, IlL, and JUSt a 
: stone's throw from thl' MJssJs­
: blppl R1ver. 

~1 could sit on the front porch 
: and cast mto the nver," he said 

wtth a fisherman's smile 
Modern progress. in the form 

: of a Wider Highway 96, eventu-
• ally put an end to that activity, 
• but Ourth continued to el\ioy the 

outdoors. 
"As a kid growmg up I spent 

as much time on the nver as I 
could," he said. 

~I learned to row a boat as 
• soon as I walked," he contmued. 

\Vhen the nver wasn't calling 
1. however, the farm, where his 

90-year-old mother still hves, 
was. 

"The type of farm I grew UP' 
on doesn't exist anymore," Ourtb 
said sadly, recalling how the old 
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Program causes concern 
I Land purchases: 
Money falls short of 
what landowners 
expected, even after 
the Horseshoe Bend 
Division. 

By Jim Rudisill 
The Hawk Eye 

Death and taxes arc two 
thmgs everyone seems to share, 
except government \Vh1le fed­
eral, state and local govern­
ments normally don't render 
onto Caesar a few government 
agenc1es do fork over in •orne 
cases. 

The Iowa Department of Nat­
ural Resources contmue.~ to pay 
property tax on land which Jt 
purchases under the Iowa Wild­
hfe Habitat Stamp Program and 
the Iowa Resource Enhancl'm<>nt 
And Protection (REAP) Pro­
gram, wh1le some county conser• 
vallon boards also pay property 
taxes on land which generates 
income for them. 

Oarrln Phegley/The Hawk Eye 

AI Ourth, a member of the Des Moines County Resource and 
Enhancement Protection (REAP) seeks to preserve the 
environment for future generations. 

The U.S. Fish and WJidhfe 
Service CFWS> doe~ not pay 
property taxes on the land it 
acqu1res, but through a compli­
cated revpnue shanng program, 
the agency does funnel money 

homestead was a self-sufficitnt 
enterpnse. 

"We had milk cows; we d1d 
some row croppmg; we had an 
orchard; it hnd everythmg," he 
said. 

Even the water was .some­
thmg spcc1al • until the highway 
was widened. 

A spring had provided the 
farm \lnth clear, fresh water 
throughout the year, but the 
highway project plugged it 

"We had to drill a deep well 
and the water just was not the 
same," Ourth sa1d, hinting some 
of those lost treasures are the 
reasons he fights now for the 
environmt>nt. 

"I want Garrett (Ourth';; five­
month-old ~rJ"andsonl to be able 
to enJOY the thmgs I wa.« able to 
enjoy," he sa1d, lus voice crack­
ing with emotion. 

"I don't know who wrote the 
statement, and I may not have 
it quoted just nght, but we don't 
own the land, we're just borrow­
mg it from our grandkid~," he 
said. 

"Amenca, as the land of 
plenty has given the false sen~<e 
of there JS more of where th1s 
came from," he explained, ·~o. 
unless we can educate people 
that these reMurces are finite, 
eventually we'll end up wtth a 
lower level of liVIng then we 
enJOY now," he said. 

Ourth has followed through 
with those efforts. 

vanous church functions with back to local governments m 
the Reorganized Church of Jesus hcu of property taxes 
Christ of Latter-Day Samts. 

During the occasional trmes Sue J uhson, dJst~Jct mnnage1 
when he isn't working or volun- , for the Wapello D1stnct of the 
teenng on some civic project, Mark Twain Nat10nal Wildlife 
Ourth will step back in time 

1 
Refuge, recently encountered 

wtth other re-enacter~ to relive some of the problems that can 
CIVll War battles and times. He de\·clop from the comphcated 
~omebmes even gets a chance to 
rehve his chddhood and get out program, wh1ch actually started 
on the river or mto the field. on!r 60 year~ ago. 

"Because of time and other "In 1935 the (FWSl hegun to 
(pursuits) I don't get to (hunt or mnktl revl'nue ~hanng payments 
fish) as much as I used to, but I to counties that contBJm•d Ser-
~till el\ioy them," he saJd VICe lund," she said. 

His real environmental love 
however 1s education. Usmg fund• generated from 

"!\ly dad taught me an ap- timber harvest", campmg fees. 
prec~ation of the outdoors and of concessJonaJrc revenue, o1l and 
nature, and I've" tned to pa~~ '!lUI le:1nes and other soun:c'!, the 
(onl some of that, Ourth sa1d. FWS returned 25"' of the m-

ti;~1i~ ~~~~~~~~y rr:~~~~~~p~~C:~ ~ come bnck to tho~e countieS 
component,cl of REAP,'' he said, whem the refuge land genernt­
explaining he hats hopes thi~ mg the mcome was lomted . 
month's RE~ Congress will ' Juhson said the revenue­
share that feehng. 1 generatmg activities nre only 

"One of the thmgs I'm sure developed on refuge land after 
wtll come up JS mcreasmg the 
amount for environmental edu- bJOlog~sts and managers estab-
catJon. I think that's an 1mpor- hsh that beneficial efTt•ctB wdl 
tant thing," he RaJd. requJt from the actiVIty. 

Otirth also sa1d he hopes LouJRn County imtially d1d 
county conservation boards will not shnre in this rev<•nut• be­
continue to emphosJze enVIron- cause most of the refuge land m 
mental education programmmg, 

•r would like to ~>ee expansion the county d1d not generate m· 
of all county conservatlon boards come. 
as far as environmental educa- "When local farmers have 
tlon," he said. farmed \\1thm the Lou!Sll 01\'I· 

s10n, they have been on u crop 
shari.' sy~;tem rather than n cash 
rent basis," Julison pomt!'d out. 

In addition, much of the ref­
uge land is actually not owned 
by the FWS. but by the Corps of 
Engineers, which does not pay 
taxes or have a revenue shanng 
plan. 

Julison sa1d a change in the 
law in 1964 allowed more coun­
ties to begin 11haring in the rev· 
enue. 

"The law was changed to 
allow all affected counties to re­
ceive a portion of this pot of 
money, even 1f no refuge rev­
enue had been generated m 
their county that year," she ex­
plained 

"Counties are entitled to re­
ceive an annual payment equal 
to either 25'1'< of revenue; :V:. of 
1% of the value of the land; or 
$0.75 per acre, whichever is 
larger Juhson said 

Since the FWS land in Louisa 
County generated such a small 
amount of revenue, the FWS 
calculated the county's share 
based on the ¥4 of 1% appraised 
value optiOn. That nonnally 
meant a few hundred dollars a 
year was provided to the county, 
based partly on about 45 acres 
of land wh1ch the FWS did own 
in the county. 

In 1994 however the picture 
for Lou1sa County, and the 
FWS r"'dJcally changed. 

That s when the FWS and 
other orgamzatJons jomed forces 
to acquire the Horseshoe Bend 
Division a 2,651-acre wetland 
complex formerly known as 
Levee D1strict 8. The appraised 
value of the land was set at 
$1.76 m1lhon and under the rev­
enue sharing sy:,;tem, full en­
titlement to LoUJsa County 
should have been $13,170. 

Juhson, however, said qu1rks 
wh1ch had developed in the pro­
gram contmued to plagile it 

"In 1976 there began to be 
shortages m revenue and pay­
ment:, to counhe~ had to be re­
duced," she sn1d 

Congroas stepped in to supple­
ment the payments, but those 
supplements have dropped over 
the years. 

"Smce 1989 payments have 
'averaged 81% of full en­
titlement," Juhson explained. 

Even w1th that rub, the land­
owners m Levee D1strict 8 who 
sold the1r land m 1994 were 
expecting the FWS to continue 
laying over $10,000 in revenue 
sharing after nssuming owner 
sh1p of the land 

Last year, after the FWS com 
pleted the purchase on 389 acre;; 
of land, 1t pro\1ded the county 
with a check for $2,226, 

Juhson said sc.me landowners 
became worried over the low 
amount, thmkmg the FWS had 

reneged on the $10,000 payment 
that had been expected. 

We bad not completed the 
purchase on the Horseshoe Be):ld 
DJvJsJon at the close of our fiscal 
year,' Julison sa1d. 

• 
Most landowners understood 

that explanation, but this year 
another snafu developed over 
the payments. 

"P~ents arc normally made 
m April and are for the preVIous 
fiscal year Cbut) because of the 
government shutdowns and lack 
of a budget, the payments (were) 
delayed," she sa1d. 

• 
Reports of landowner disc(>n-

tent began filtenng back to Juh­
son, who could do httlc except 
try to explain the problem. 

'There was a lot of confus10n,'' 
she understated 

The check finally arnved last 
week, JUSt a few days before (he 
county's fiscal year end, but Un­
fortunately, reduced revenue 
production and a lower congres­
sional supplement cut the 
shared amount to only 65 7'7r of 
the full entitlement. 

For Louisa County that meant 
a payment of $8,655. 

Julison sa1d she understood 
the frustrations ~orne re~idents 
might have with her agency, but 
said the FWS was making ·ali 
effort. 

"It's not a perfect system, but 
at least there 1s a mechanism by 
which the SerVIce tnes to make 

. up for lost revenue, ~he s81d. 

~we wtsh the payments could 
always be 100%, but there sim­
ply isn't enough revenue for this 
to happen and congressiOnal 
appropnations don't cover the 
shortfall," she added. 
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In addition to his volunteer 
work with TREC, the Des 
Moines County REAP Commit 
tee, which he chairs, and h1s 
own teaching and counsehng 
background, which includeq a 
stint on the Burlington School 
Board -Ourth has also worked 
with the scoutmg program, Na­
ture Conservancy National 
Wildhfe Federation and Audu· 
bon Soc1ety 

He also finds time to volun· 
teer with the Miss Burlington 
Scholarship Program, the Snow 
Bowl fundra1~er, Red Cross and 

"I realize the1r finances are 
not unhm1ted," he acknowl­
edged, "(but) wtth Starr's Cave 
we've done a lot of good things 
and I'm optimistic that through 
the educational work being done 
. . the number of people inter­
ested m the environment will 
(mcreasel," he Raid 

On July 13, as he SJts at the 
desk where a few months earlier 
the future of the REAP program 
was being discussed, Ourth will 
make sure the rest of the REAP 
Congress hears that message 
and begins another long tradi­

STOP BEATING AROUND 
THE BUSH ••• 

tion of support. 

• Beattie will 
receive honor 

Propeller 
key to 
boating 

~Don't Let This . 
""(; Big One Get 

, ;;;- Away 
{:1 delivered to your home or 

r busmess monthly 

• Notes: Alaskan 
wilderness area to be 
named after former 
U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service 
Director who died 
last week. -----
By Jim Rudisill 
The Hawk Eye 

An effort has been launched 
to name an Alaskan wilderness 
area m memory of former U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service <FWS) 
Dtrector Mollie Beattie. 

Beattie, the first woman direc­
tor of the FWS, died last week 
following a year-long battle with 
bram cancer. 

In a statement released June 
26, Secretary of the Department 

'- of Interior Bruce Babb1tt ex-

pressed hope for qwck congres­
sional passage of the effort. 

''This wilderness spans the 
he1ghts of the majestic Brooks 
Range, towenng over the ~ea­
sonal pageant of migrating wild· 
life along the Arctic coastal 
plain in the Arctic National 
Wddlife Refuge. I think 1t most 
~ppropriately symbolizes Mol­
lies spmt: w1lder, more power­
ful and more free from the influ­
ence of man than anywhere eh1e 
m Amenca," he announced 

• • • THE lE£ COUNTY Conservation 
Board will host a song b1rd and 
wildflower hike Saturday, July 
6, at the LCCB's Wilson Lake 
Park. The h1ke will begin at 9 
a.m., but participants are asked 
to contact the board at 319-463-
7673 to regi~ter before the hike. 
Trail - West Branch <Millie 
Gregg, 319-627-2626) 

By 8111 Schultz 
The Associated Press 

If your boat 1sn't giving you 
the performance you want, the 
problem could be n tnmple as a 
propeller that doesn't match the 
motor. 

It's not hard to p1ck the right 
propeller, the one that proVIdes 
the desired performance while 
the engine is w1thin the manu­
facturer's recommended operat­
mg range 

The first step, accordmg to 
Peter Dean president of Propco 
Manne Propellers, Inc., of Mon­
roe Ga., is to get out your 
owner's manual, or call the en­
gine manufacturer and find the 
recommended rpm range at full 
throttle. 

Take your boat out and find 
out how fast your engine turns 
over wlule runrung at full throt­
tle. 
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:Shadowing Day· 
. ·en April25, 1996 Kristy Dam­

eron participated.in Shagowing 
Day. She went to work with her · 
m~ther Judy Dameron· at the _ 
Louisa County Farm Service 
Agency. -There she learned how .­
to use thecomputerisorted labels· 
for their newsletter. mailing, 

. pi~ked up the mail with Janice _ 
Webb and-helped deposit morley · 
at the bank.. Part of the day was 

:also spent with the · Na_tural 
Resources Conservation Service, 
formerly the Soil Conservation 
Service. Technician, Norman ­
Stone showed Kristy how to 
survey .an did a · sur\rey of the 
office parking lot. Connie 
Ramirez, the Distri_ct Conserva­
tionist at NRCS, also· took time 
out to show her how to use the 
soil probe arid showthedifferent ,_ 
horizons of the soil. She enjoyed 
hervisitand hopestocome]?ack : :No~an Ston~ ahow• Krt.ty how to •urvey_ 
again next year. 

. 5 



Sixth graders visi't L4":gWood_ 

On April 25th, the Louisa County Conservation Board sponsored a field day at Indian 
Slough for local 4th graders from the L&M School District. All county 4th graders 
participated in different days. Activities included Wetland Metaphors, Wetland Wading, 
Eco-Beaver, Food Chain Game, and Digging Into Soil. During the session Digging Into 
Soil; students had the opportunity to sample and observe wetland soils by using color 
charts 'and hand lenses. Digging Into Soil was lead by Connie Ramirez, District 
Conservationist with the Natural Resources Conservation Series. She is pictured here 
with several of the L&M students and their teacher Sharon Duytschaver. 



Soil and Water Conservation 

District scholarship available 
, The Louisa County Soil and 

Water Conservation District 
(SWCD) has a scholarships 
available to Louisa County high 
school seniors who will be contin­
uing their education atthecollege 
level. The recipient. of the $250 
local award will also be entered 
into competition for scholarships 
at the state level in the amounts 
of $600, $400 ~nd $300. 

Applications arc available 
through high school guidance 
counselors and are due in the 
Louisa County SWCD office by 
March 1. The local scholarship is 
made possible through the 
SWCD's environmental educa­
tion , program which is funded 
by tree sales to the public. 

For more information contact 
Janet Williamsat523-6411 or Julie 
Ohde at 523-8381. 
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Soil and water 
·conservation .offer 
scholarship 

The Louisa County' Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
(SWCD) has a scholarship 
available to Louisa County high 
school seniors who will be 
continuing their education at the 
college level. The recipient of the 
$250 local award will also be 
entered ~ into competition for 
scholarships at the state level in the 
amounts-of $600, $400 and $300. 

Applications are available 
through high school guidance 
counselors and are due in the 
Louisa County SWCD office by 
March 1. The lo~al scholarship is 
made possible through the SWCD's 
environmental education program 
which is funded by tree sales to the 
public. 

For more information contact 
Janet Williams at 523-6411 or Julie 
Ohde at 523-8381. 
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Soil District 
Scholarship 
awarded 

Sunny Parkhunt 

The Louisa County Soil and 
Water Conservation District has 
awarded its 1996 scholarship to 
Sunny Parkhurst of Wapello. 
Parkhurst is a senior at Wapello 
High school where she will 
graduate in May. In addition to 
the local award, Parkhurst will 
nowcompeteattheregionallevel 
for scholarships from the Iowa 
Association of Soil and Water 
Conservation District commis-

sion~._:!-Y'_:fL W~~R~ . 
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Our Library Board wishes to thank you for 
the new book 

THE ART FRESHWATER FISHING by Dick 
Sternberg 

purchased for our library in memory of 

Balli Hurray 

A record is kept in our Memorial Book and 
a book plate is placed in each donated 
book, showing the donor and the person to 
be remembered. 

.. Librarian 
Keck Memorial Library 

119 N. 2nd St. 
Wapello, IA 52653 



Statement 
Keck Memorial Library 
119 N. 2nd 
wapello, IA 52653 

Date 7/2 2/96 

To Lonisa Co. Soil and Water Conservatio 

514 I 

Wapello, IA 5265 

Terms ____________________________________________________ ___ 

Please detach and return upper portion with your remittance. $ __________________ __ 

7/ ~2/96 Mem Bk (Murray) $12 .00 

Ret \ 
"'-.) ·,t-.y \ 

~ 14- ~I ~c, 
/I 1 J 'J-

WilsonJones 
44-510 2-PAAT PRINTED IN U.S.A 

Carbon less 
87 

Your Check is Your Receipt 
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APR 1 ·a 1996 

Wapello Jr./Sr. High School 
501 Buchanan Wapello, IA 52653 

April 15, 1996 

Scholarship Committee 
Louisa County Soil & Water Conservation Office 
Wapello, Iowa 52653 

Dear Members: 

Thank you for supporting higher education and the students of 
Wapello Community School District through your scholarship 
program. Your generosity is deeply appreciated. Again this year, 
local scholarship contributors will provide a significant amount of 
money to assist graduates in the pursuit of their educational goals. 
I commend the soil and water conservation district for being an 
important ~onor. 

Thanks again for the interest you express in the youth of our 
community. 

Respectfully, 

Robert N. Nelson, Counselor 



Workshop scheduled for 
Cost Share Program changes 

All interested persons are is being challenged to help set 
invited to attend a workshop on priorities for our county. Plan to 
Sept. 17, 9a.m., at the Louisa attend and have a say in the 
County NRCS/FSA Office to direction our county should be 
discuss priority areas and going. This may be your only 
practices for Louisa County. As chanceforinputonconservation 
we embark into the new era with funding issues. 
the.1996 Fann Bill the community 



CRP sign-up offered 
The purpose of the continuous 

signup is . to allow farmers 
flexibility to use certain 
conservation practices on their 
land. Eligible practices under this 
continuous sign-up are: 

• filter strips 
• grassed waterways 
• riparian buffers 
• shallow water areas for 

·wildlife 
• field windbreaks 
• shelter belts 
• contour buffer strips 
Areas meeting requirements of 

these conservation buffers are 
automatically accepted into the 
CRP, assuming the landowner is 
willing to accept the maximum 
rental rate allowed. Producers do 
not need to go through a 
competitive process. An additional 
incentive of 20% or 10% over the 
going county CRP rental rate are 
paid for many of the continuous 
sign-up practices. 

Louisa County producers may 
sign up for CRP in the Wapello 
FSA ofice or contct the NRCS 
office for further information. 



CRP continuous 
• s1gn-up 

The purpose of the continuous 
sign-up is to allow farmers 
flexibility to use certain 
conservation practices on their 
land. Eligible practices under this 
continuous sign-up are: 

• filter strips 
• grassed buffers 
• shallow water areas for 

wildlife 
• field windbreaks 
• shelte belts 
• contour buffer strips 
Areas meeting requirements 

of these conservation buffers are 
automatically accepted into the 
CRP, assuming the landowner is 
willing to accept the maximum 
rental rate allowed. Producers 
do not need to go through a 
competitive process. An 
additional incentive of 20% or 
10% over the going county CRP 
rental rate are paid for many of 
the continuous sign-up practices. 

Louisa County producers may 
sign up for CRP in the Wapello 
FSA office or contact the NRCS 
office for further information. 

/(!t , '1 ./ 
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Deadline nears 
for CRP sign-up 

John Bartenhagen, County 
Executive Director, today 
announced that the next 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) general sign-up will be 
held during a 5-week period from 
October 14 through November 
14. 

"This will be another 
opportunity for landowners to 
sign up for a voluntary program 
to get financial and technical 
assistance for improving their 
land, water, and wildlife 
resources,'' . Bartenhagen said. 
"If you haven't tried to get into 

11 the program, if your CRP 
contract offer was not accepted .e 

ta in Sign-up 15 last spring, or if 
:ti you have contracts that expire( d) 

11 in September 1997 or September 
ti 30, 1998, this is the time to make 
ll new contraCt offers.'' 
IS The CRP is designed to 
·rt improve America's natural 

resource base. Landowners enter 
into contracts with the 

I 
f Commodity Credit Corporation 
n (CCC) to enroll erodible and 
,f other environmentally sensitive 
,f land in contracts for 10 to 15 

years. In exchange, they receive 
a~nual rental payments and a le 

It payment for up to 50 percent of 

the cost of the cost of establishing 
approved practices. • 

Maximum CRP payments 
will be determined based on 
county average dryland cash or 
cash rent equivalent rental rates 
adjusted for site- specific, soil­
based productivity factors. CRP 
payments will include an 
additional amount, of$5 per acre 
per year, as an incentive to 
perform certain maintenance 
obligations. Cost - share 
assistance will be provided to 
establish approved cover on land 
enrolled in the CRP. 

An informational meeting to 
discuss the 16th CRP sign - up is 
scheduled for VVedncsday, 
October 15 at 2 p.m. in VVapello 
at the Briggs Civic · Center. 
Agency personnel from the Farm 
Service Agency and Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
will be on hand to explain the 
program and answer your 

- questions. 
Interested producers and 

landowners should contact the 
Louisa Farm Service Agency at 
512 Isctt in VVapello (Tclcph,one 
319 - 523 - 6381) for additional 
information on the CRP. 



Europeans learn about 
area wetland restoration 

Division refuge manager Sue Julison, Wapello, gestures 
toward a restored wetland wf!U~_,_ _se_ye_ral European water 
resource managers liste~ to her,~~planation abmd the formation 
of the Horseshoe Bend DiviS'ion of·tfie Mark Twain National 
Wildlife Refuge. The managers were in Louisa County last 
month as part of nationwide tour of the Mississippi River. 

Around 25 European water 
resource managers recently resource managers visited 
learned about wetland Europe last year. 
conservation efforts in Louisa According to Constance 
County, when they toured the Hunt, Director of the WWF's 
Horseshoe Bend Division of the Freshwater Conservation 
Mark Twain National Wildlife Program, the tqurs will help 
Refuge. develop management plans for 

The Europeans stopped in both the Mississippi and Rhine 
Louisa County late last month, Rivers. 
as part of an eight -day trip down "We hope experts from both 
the Mississippi River to learn rivers will be better prepared _to 
howtheU.S.handlesavarietyof balance public demand for 
water resource problems. reduction in flood ·damages, 

According to local improvements in water quality, 
conservation officials, these restoration of native plant and 
"exchange students" were part animal communities and 
ofaWorldWildlifeFund(WWF) improved commercial 
project designed to foster transportation," she said. 
understanding between river Following their tour of 
managers, policy makers, flood Horseshoe Bend, the group 
control experts and other toured farms south of Oakville 
conservationists. and enjoyed a pig roast with area 

A similar group of American farmers. 1 ~/ %/ '! 7 W:-r~ KJ~f-



Farmillg Alternatives Resource Materials now available at Keck 

Uewann Bryant, Keck Memorial Ubrarian (left), accepts donations of funds and new books from 
1-r, front row- LCSWCD Administrative Assistant Janet Williams, Assistant Soil Commissioner and 
Farms Forever secretuy Kathy Dice and Asst. Soil Commissioner and Farms Forever member Detra 
Dettinan-Easler. Back row - Soil Commissioner Lee Rowdybush and Farms Forever member Jack 
Reif. 

Farms Forever, a local Shared 
Visions group, and the Louisa 
County Soil and Water Conser­
vation District Commission 
(LCSWCOC)areworkingto make 
KeckMemorialLibraryaF.A.R.M. 
(Farming Alternatives Resource 
Materials) Library. 

F.A.RM. will provide infor­
mation on non - conventional 
farming practices in hopes of pro­
moting farming diversity and 
sustainable agriculture in Iowa. 

Farms Forever received a 
$3,026 grant for this project from 
Shared Visions, a collaborative 
effortofPractical Farmersoflowa, 
ISU Extension and the Leopold 
Center for Sustainable Agricul­
ture. Funding for Shared Visions 
came from a grant from the W.K. 
Kellogg Foundation. The 
LCSWCDC has also promised 
continued annual financial sup-

port for the project. 
Some of the topics now avail­

able at Keck are tree crops, nut 
growing, pastured poultry, the 
grass-fed beef business, emu 
farming, the greenhouse business 
and permaculture (permanent 
agriculture). Additional subjects 
areavailablethroughlowa'sinter 
- library loan system - ask at the 
Library, or, if you have internet 
access, through the Iowa Locator 
service. 

Librarian Llewann Bryant says 
the 12 books donated on Friday 
will be on display in the "new'' 
book rack and have also been 
tagged with special F.A.R.M. 
stickers so they will be easy to 
spot when added to the general 
collection. The money donated on 
Friday will be used to purchase 
additional books and to process 
the new books into Keck's collec-
tior\. rJ '1 7 
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Field to nursery: the life story of a tree 

" Ever wonder how much time 
and effort went into growing that 
bea1;1tiful tree you brought home 
from the nursery? Look behind the 
scenes with the American Nursery 
& Landscape Association (ANLA). 

A shade tree spends about the 
first six years of its life with the 
grower. Most trees start out· as 
smal~ seedlings or cuttings. Often, 
they are grown for up to two years 
by a grower who specializes in 
training vigorous, straight-trunked, 
healthy young trees. 

Next, these young trees are 
transplanted to the fields of other 
growers who take the next two to 
four years producing the trees 
offered by your garden center or 
lan~cape professional. The trees 
benefit from careful pruning, 
fertilizing, and other care to keep 
them strong and healthy. 

Most trees are dug from the 
growers' fields and shipped to 
market in the early spring or fall, 
when they are dormant. Once 
harvested, they can be planted at 

any time you can·" dig a planting 
hole. Some growers also specialize 
in "summer-digging" trees. 

These trees are usually 
acclimated under shade or cooling 
mist, to overcome any shock of 
being dug during the growing 
season. Certain trees with coarser 
root systems can't be dug in 
summer. River birch and willow 
oak are two examples. 

Evergreens stay an average of 
five years with the grower. They 
are often transferred from a small 
pot to the field. During the five 
year growing period, plants are 
sprayed, irrigated, pruned and 
sheared. Much of the work is done 
manually over considerable 
acreage. Growers try to time 
shipments for fall or spring, the 
optimum harvesting window for 
evergreens. Again, you can plant at 
any time the ground is not frozen. 

Quality trees are easy to spot, if 
you know what to look for. Ask 
your nursery professional or consult 
books to learn correct tree structure 

before you buy. Some trees need a 
strong ·central leader; others are 
vase-shaped A firm clay loam root 
ball is preferable to a loose, s~dy 
root ball because clay holds roots 
better than sand. The more roots 

lost, the more shock the tree 
experiences. 

Like children, a tree's str~ngth 
depends on the quality of its early 
care. Ask a nursery professional 
where and how their trees are 
grown to get the most value for 
your dollar. Speaking of value, 
adding larger trees to the landscape 
increases home value by an 
estimated 15 to 18 percent. 
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SoU Conservation Service news 

Filter Strips for CRP 
Filter strips might be 

described. as the original water 
purifiers. 

Long before they were called 
anything, strips of grass, trees 
and shrubs were slowing the flow 

· of water, and filtering sediment 
before releasing cleaner water 
into lakes and streams. 

Filter strips are valuable 
because of their ability to collect 
sediment, chemicals and 
nutrients. The vegetation uses 
these nutrie.nts rather than 
allowing them to enter water 
supplies. 

In addition to their water 
quality benefits, the grass in filter 
strips provides cover for small 
birds and animals. And because 
they cover the ground, they 
reduce soil erosion from those 
areas, too. 

The USDA offers a continuous 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) sign-up. Filter strips are 
just one of those eligible practices 
under this sign-up. Filter strips 
can b e used along drainage 
ditches, streams, around ponds, 
and .wetlands. Landowners are 

paid rental payments each yez 
for taking the land _out r 
production and planting it t 

grasses. 
If you think you may t 

interested in this program stc 
by the Natural Resourn 
<;onservation Services (NRC~ 

for more information. The NRC 
office can give you guidance 
types of grass to plant, a 
estimate of your rental payme1 
based on the soil types a 
provide any other technic 
assistance needed. 
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Louisa County Conseroation Board 

GrOups discuss 
·environmental 
edUcation goals 
By Connie Street 

WAPELLO-Ancwly formed 
Langwood Steering Committee 
held iL~ first meeting Sept. 30; 
About 20 interested persons arc 
serving on the board. 

To a~sist the group in setting 
its missions and goals Louisa 
County Conservation Board 
Executive Director Jim Rudisill 
met with the group, then at the 
regular meeting of the Louisa 
County Conservation Board held 
Oct. 1, he discussed the roll of 
the committee. 

"I told them we have a long 
term interest in Langwood," said 
Rudisill. "We have a 35-year 
lea~. Wc'vcrcv.italizcdthclatrinc · 
and reroofed the shelter and we' vc 
done assorted other projccL~. W c 
arc interested in maintaining and 
improving the reserve .. " 

The conservation board is 
specifically interested in using 
the area for envi ro nmental 
education activities. 

"We expect the steering 
committee to present several 
options to the board," said 
Rudisill. 

Rudisill said he hopes to set up 
some tours at other residential 
camps in southca~t Iowa. 

He also noted that the Wapello 
D.A.R.E. program is a~sisting 

with projccL~i at Langwood 4-H 
Reserve ncar Gnrndvicw. 

The board approved an 
environmental education propos­
al with the Louisa County Soil 
and Water Conservation District. 
The progmm is in two parts: Save 
Our Soil and Keep Our Water 
Clean. The soil program will be 
directed toward Louisa County 
fifth graders, while the water 
program is geared to seventh and 
eighth graders. The soil and 
water district wil! pay the 
conservation board S50 per class. 
The twoprogramsarccxpccted to 
reach 400 studenl~. 

According to Rudisill the needs 
assessment surveys sent out in the 
mail inScptembcrarestillcoming 
in. They have not been processed 
yet, but he said that he ex peel~ a 
change in priorities ~mce the last 
survey was taken in 1 9~7. 

This year two surv~ys were 
sent to each household, instead of 
one. "It's apparent that a lot of 
women arc completing the 
surveys this time. In 19X7 the 
surveys were completed hy ahout 
78 pcrccQt men and 22 percent 
women." 



Halloween 
Hike eyes 
backyard 
animals 

The annual Halloween Hike 
is planned for 7 - 9 p.m., 
Saturday, Oct. 25 at Virginia 
Grove Recreation Area. This 
year's theme is "Backyard 
Wildlife'' and the45 minute hike 
will take participants past 
characters such as possums, 
skunks and raccoons. 

Reservations are required for 
the hike and can be made by 
calling the Louisa County 
Conservation Board at 523 -
8381. The hike is free of charge 
but donations are accepted. 

The Halloween Hike is 
sponsored by the Conservation 
Board with help from many 
volunteers and organizations 
from all over the county . 

. I 
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Bird Feeding 
Wednesday, October 15 

7:00p.m. 
Columbus Jet State Bank 

· L.earp. ~ore ~g.Q ... t. bird fe~ding 
and the birds You:.ccm ~attni.ct to win­
ter feeders. Mr. -Weir Nelson of 
Cedar Rapids will be the evening's 
speaker at this free progrrun cospon­
sored by the LCCB and the Feed 
Wagon. In addition there will be 

handouts, door 
prizes and 
more. 

Halloween Hike 
Saturday, October 25 

6:30 - 9:30 p.,m. 
Virginia Grove Park 

This year's theme is "Backyard 
Wildlife" but you've probably never 
seen anything like these creatures 
anywhere! Skits along the way may 
include skunks, possums, sparrow"s 
and toads. 

Reservations are required. 
Call the LCCB at 523-8381 to re­
serve a time. This annual event is 
free of charge but donations are ac­
cepted. 

Co-sponsors are the LCCB and 
the Louisa County Soil and Water 
Conservation District. The hike is 
also made possible by volunteers 
from all over the county. 

~ 

~ ...& Wildlife Refuge 
.....,. Driving Tour + .... 

Sunday, November 9 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Mark Twain National Wildlife 
-Refuge, Louisa Division · 

-

The wildlife refuge is normally 
closed to all use from September to 
January but personnel there are giv­
ing the public a one-day opportunity 

~- !Q··se;e the area. ~ Since -this should be 
during the peak ofwaterfowJ migra­
tion there is good chance people will 
see many ducks and ge~se. · 

Refuge staff will be on hand to 
answer questions. There will be a 
stop along the route where partici­
pants can view the 
waterfowl through 
spotting scopes. \* ~M:_ For more in- ~ 
formation, contact 
the refuge at 523-6982. 

Park Notes 
~ Toolesboro is closed for the sea­

son except for school groups and 
organized tours. To make an 
appointment contact the LCCB 
office. The museum will reopen 
to the public in May. 

~ Water will be shut off at Lang­
wood , Snively and some parts 
of Virginia Grove by mid­
October. 

~ Sidewalks and the drinking 
fountain have been completed at 
Virginia Grove. 

);;> The shelter at Chinkapin is 
ready for use. 

Household Help 
No, we aren't of­

fering to come clean 
your house! How­
ever, we may be 
able to help make 
"your work around \he house, yard . 
and car safer. We use dangerous 
chemicals every. day around our 
homes and few of us know as much 
as we should about their proper use 

, and disposal. . · .. :. · - ~·· · 

~ The LCCB wants-to present a 
p~ogram about these household haz­
ardous materials to your civic, 
church or neighborhood group. Call 
Deb at the LCCB to reserve a date. 

This educational program is 
made possible through a grant from 
the Iowa Department of Natural Re­
sources. Cosponsors of the program 
in Louisa County are the LCCB, the 
Louisa Regional Waste Authority 
and the Monsanto Fund. 

Backyard Pond 
Information 

Information on building back­
yard ponds is available at the LCCB 
office. Stop by and get ;our copies 
to use in planning for next spring's 
garden. 



Turn in those surveys! 
By the time you get this newslet-

ter, all residents of Louisa County · 
should have also received an LCCB 
survey. The survey seeks residents' 
input on conservation board ·areas, 
programming and future needs. 

If you have not yet gotten your 
survey, contact the LCCB. If you 
have, please fill it out and return it! 
Your input is vital to heiJJing us im­
prove our service to you. 

The survey is being funded by 
the Tri-Rivers Conservation Founda­
tion. Help in mailing preparation is 
being supplied by the Odessa Resi­
dential Care Center. 

c'hinkapin 
lluHs Shelter 

The new picnic shelter 
at Chinkapin Bluffs Recre­

ation Area has been completed. 
Funding for construction of the shel­
ter was provided by the board and 
the Fuller family. The shelter was 
dedicated in the name of the family 
at a ceremony on September 7. 

Like shelters at other LCCB ar­
eas, the Fuller Shelter may be re­
served for a $10 fee by calling the 
LCCB at least one week in advance. 
When not reserved, the shelter is 
available to all park users on a first 
come basis. 

Roadsides in Bloo111 
Newly paved 

Louisa County X61 
will not only be func­
tional, it should even­
tually be beautiful. 
Thanks to a $23,900 
grant from the Iowa 
Living Roadway 
Trust Fund (LRTF), 
about 25 acres along 
the road will be 
planted to native 
prairie grasses and flowers . 

In addition, a Truax native grass 
drill will be purchased with the grant 
money and will be available for 
wildlife plantings on private ground. 

The roadside planting is a joint 
project of the LCCB and the Louisa 
County Engineer's office. Funding 
for the LRTF is provided through the 
Resource Enhancement and Protec­
tion program (REAP). 

Job Opportunity 
The LCCB has an opening for a 

20 hour/week maintenance techni­
cian. Duties include park mainte­
nance, development, equipment up­
keep and other responsibilities. The 
job is funded under the SCSEP pro­
gram so applicants must be 55 or 
older and meet income guidelines. 
Call Jim at the LCCB for more in­
formation. 

- Louisa County Conservation Board 
~~~ 609 James L Hodges Avenue 
\~~ Box261 
~~~~ • Wapello, Iowa 52653 

LOUISA COUNTY SWCD 
514 ISETT 
WAPELLO IA 52653 

The Louisa County Conservation Board 
meets the last Wednesday of each 
month at 7:30 p.m. in the Louisa 
County Heritage Museum, 609 James 
L. Hodges Avenue, Wapello, Iowa. 
Meetings are open to the public. These 
dates are subject to change. 

Louisa County's programs and facilities 
are consistent with pertinent federal 
and state laws and regulations on 
nondiscrimination regarding race, 
color, national origin, religion, sex, age 
and handicap. 

For those who cannot read 
the size of print in this publi­
cation, a larger print version 
of the text is available by 
writing or calling the LCCB. 
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Soil District 
Scholarship Awarded 

The Louisa County Soil and 
Water Conservation District has 
awarded its 1997 scholarship to 
Jennifer Miller of Grandview, 
Iowa. Miller graduated from 
L-M Senior High School in May. 

Inadditiontothelocalaward, 
Miller also competed at the 

regional level for scholarships 
from the Iowa Association of Soil 
and WaterConserv~tion District 
Commissioners. 

Funding for the local schol­
arship and other education 
projects is made possible through 
tree sales by ·the soil and water 
conservation district. 



Soil and Water Conservation .... 

District offers trees for sale 
For the seventh year in a row, 

trees are being sold at the Louisa 
County Soil and Water 
Conservation District office until 
February 28. The office is selling a 
variety of seedlings to raise money 
for conservation education in 
Louisa County. 

The tree seedlings range. from 
1 - 4 feet tall and arrive in early 
April. Varieties include Silver 
Maple, Butternut, Red Oak, 

Eastern VlhitcPine,Colorado Blue 
Spruce, Black Walnut, Red Osier 
Dogwood, Common Lilac, and 
Nanking Cherry. A minimum 
order is 10 of one variety for $10. 
The sale ends February 28. 

Also available are tree shelters 
and Vis-Poe mats to aid in tree 
growth. For more information, or 
to place an order call the Louisa 
Coun.ty Natural Resource 
Conservation Service office at 523-
6411. · I -gi 1 



Soil, Water District sells tree seedlings 
For the seventh year in a row, trees 

are being sold at the Louisa County 
Soil and Water Conservation District 
office until February 28. The office is 
selling a variety of seedlings to raise 
money for conservation education in 
Louisa county. 

The tree seedlings range from 1-4 
feet tall and arrive in early April. A 
minimum order is I 0 of one variety for 
$10 The sale ends February 28. 

\ Also available are tree shelters and 

Vis-Poe tree mats to aid in tree gr.owth. 
For more information, or to place an 
order call the Louisa County Natural 
Resource Conservation Service of­
fice at 523-6411. · 
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6 the Practical Fanner 

group will disband. 
Members made this 
choice because they 
felt they had done 
some good things 
together, but their 
energy was needed 
elsewhere. A closing 
committee is oversee­
ing the group's re­
maining resources 
during the collection's 
development. A plan 
to assure the collection 
is used was developed 
and is being imple­
mented. Included in 
this plan is a 

celebratory event this coming winter in Wapello 
highlighting the collection. The Louisa County Soil 
and Water Conservation District Commissioners 
have agreed to support the library in the future. If 
anyone would like a title list for the F.A.R.M Li­
brary, call Kathy Dice at 319-729-5905. 

Franklin County Rural 
Development Commit­
tee 

This group's goal is to 
investigate the feasibility of 
adding value to local crops 
and livestock. Their Shared Visions project in­
cluded activities aimed at this goal. The project also 
sought to create awareness and demand for value­
added products. 

The main focus has been high-quality pork 
products from animals raised without antibiotics. 
Project activities in 1996 included gathering pro­
duction information on a swine breed used for these 
pork products and developing display materials for 
a booth at the Franklin County fair where the 
products and other value-added opportunities were 
promoted. 

Another 1996 project component included 
having the annual fall Hampton Farm­
City Banquet focus on value-added 
production and marketing. The group 
helped bring Doug Honold, a farmer 

from Coon Rapids, to the event to be its keynote 
speaker. Mr. Honold described his experience 
developing a beef product and getting this product 
sold through restaurants and grocery stores to the 
160 attendees. 

Group members are well-connected to other 
local groups. Examples include the local FFA and 
Chamber of Commerce. These connections have 
been valuable, but members have had severe time 
limitations. This past spring when group leaders 
tried to get members to choose another project for 
their remaining Shared Visions funds, the response 
was low. Group leaders felt that a project was not 
possible at that point and they decided take a 
breathE!r from meeting until this fall. 

Growing the Future 

This Jefferson County 
group has been working 
with more people and 
expanding its activities, 
which is consistent with the 
group's goal. This goal is to 
develop cooperation and harmony among Jefferson 
County residents and collaboratively examine and 
test ideas, crops, and products that are suited to 
their county and can help farm families be prosper­
ous economically, socially, and environmentally. 

The group is using funds from Shared Visions in 
three areas: agroforestry; alternative crops; and 
transitioning land into organic production. The 
project also includes outreach activities. In 1996 
and 1997 they had several field days that were very 
well attended. With Leopold Center support, 
Growing the Future and other local groups and 
agencies held a sustainable agriculture conference 
in March of 1997 that 250 people attended. These 
groups also cooperated to publish local newspaper 
supplements in 1996 and 1997 that described their 
efforts to develop a more sustainable agriculture in 
the area. Growing the Future has also brought in 
speakers for special presentations, the most recent 
being Bill Heffernan of the University of Missouri. 

The group has worked with other 
local groups to secure additional fund­
ing. Last year these groups received a 
SARE producer grant and another from 
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area to find enough interested producers to make it 
economically viable." 

Coalition for Holistic 
Agricultural Resource 
Management (CHARM) 

This Northeast Iowa 
group supports its members 
in their efforts to use Holistic Management (HM) to 
make decisions. The group includes three non­
farming individuals and four farm families. They 
continue to rotate their monthly meetings between 
member homes, though they no longer meet during 
the busy spring and fall. 

The group's first Shared Visions project was to 
host an HM educator for a September 1996 finan­
cial planning workshop. Their second project, 
approved last spring, helped cover the costs of an 
early September one-day bus tour to several Wis­
consin farms. This tour is aimed at addressing the 
group's need to incorporate more outreach to 
others in their efforts. Additional outreach after the 
tour will include stories in newsletters and local 
papers and a poster presentation at the annual PFI 
winter workshops. 

Farm Fresh CSA 

This group used its 
initial project funds from 
Shared Visions to establish a 
new CSA in Benton County. 
This CSA started in 1995 and included four produc­
ers. During the CSA's first year these producers 
pooled and delivered their vegetables to CSA 
members. However, the producers lived too far 
from each other and many of their members, 
making this operating method inefficient. 

Subsequently, the group changed its approach 
and used Farm Fresh CSA as an umbrella organiza­
tion. The CSA helped with publicity and member 
recruitment and each producer had their own 
members. This operating method worked much 
better. As well, funds from Shared 
Visions were to be used to develop a 
common record-keeping system and 

undertake research on cold frames to extend the 
growing season. 

The group 's third project was to establish a new 
farmers ' market in Blairstown that would serve local 
people and visitors to a popular state park nearby. 
The idea was to involve local youth in the market, 
with an alternative function being that the market 
would be a place to sell excess produce from the 
CSA producers. However, due to time constraints 
earlier this year the market 
was never developed. 

tL. ~u l .S CL. ~o , 
Farms Forever 

The vision developed by 
members of this group for its 
work was "provide quality opportunities for 
people to work, live, and play through support for 
owner-operated, diverse, prosperous farms and 
businesses and a healthy land that people value and 
support." The group used Shared Visions funding 
for three projects that were aimed at helping 
achieve this vision. 

The first project was a series of farm tours in 
1995 and 1996 that focused on alternative enter­
prises. ·About 180 people attended these tours. 
The second was the development and distribution 
of a guide to farm and home products of the Louisa 
County area. This guide included a map of seven­
teen local operations and descriptions of each. The 
group distributed the guide widely and had it pub­
lished in the Wapello newspaper as full-page ad, 
with the paper giving the group a reduced rate. 

The group's final Shared Visions project, which 
is now being implemented, is developing a collec­
tion of resources on alternative farming practices at 
the Wapello public library. The collection is called 
the F.A.R.M. Library, which is short for Farming 
Alternative Resource Materials Library. They are 
coordinating this project with the Prairie Talk 
group's organic farming collection at the Solon 
public library to avoid duplication. 

Group members also decided last February that 
this project will be their last and the 

(Continued on next page.) 



A message to 
every Iowa farmer 

We don't know your plans for 
your com and soybean fields this 
fall after harvest. But we think it;s 
good business for every fanner to 
think through the reaso_ns for the 

lt actions you ·take on me rann, m1s 
tt fall or any time. . · 
s 
:I 

That includes the reasons for 
tilling in the fall. It's very difficult 
to find good reasons -economic 

) .or otherwise - to till soybeah 
ground, for instance. And studies 

· show crop systems that make use 
of heavy residues to hold soil and 
fann inputs in place also are 
among the most profitable. 

So, if this fall happens to bean 
open one, and you have the op­
portunity to fill your land, we just 
ask that you think it through, to be 
sure you are tilling for a good 
reason. We know there are good 
reasons for not tilling this fall, 
such as keeping your options 
open for next spring, and protect­
ing soil and water resour~es. 

If you're one of the thousands 
of Iowa farmers using a sound 
crop residue management system, 
we hope you will encourage 
others· to adopt similar practices. 

Before you decide whether you . 
need to do any tillage this fall, we 

· ask you to consider soil conserva­
tion and economics as part of that 
decision. · 

Dan Brucne, Conservation 
Districts of Iowa 

Doug Lindgren, American 
Soybean Association . 

Roy Bardolc, American Soybean 
Association 

Lany Kay,Iowa Corn Growers 
Association 

Ed .Weiderstein, Iowa Farm 
Bureau Federation 

LeroyBrown,Natural.Resources 
Conservation Service. 

Jim Gulliford, Division of 
Soil Conservation, Iowa 
Department of Ag and Land 
Stewardship 

Diane Thompson, State Soil 
Conservation Committee 

Wendy Wintersteen, Extension 
Service, Iowa State University 



Ardith Ostrem, librarian at the Columbus Junction :f:lublic _Li­
brary, accepts the books donated to the library in memory of Tom 
Utter from Kathy Dice, assistant Louisa County Soil _and. W,ater 
-Conservation commissioner. · , _., · ·· ~ 

- :} 

Books donated in memory of ~o·m> ·uue.r· 
The Columbus Junction library will 

officially receive a small collection of 
books from the Lopisa County Soil 
and Water Conservation'District Com- · 
missioners at 10:30 A.M. Wednesday, 
September 23, 1998, in honor of the 
late soil commissioner, Tom Utter. 

Tom Utter volunteered his time as 
soil commissioner from 1978 till· his 
death in April of 1998. During tl'lat 
time he serves! as vice-chairman and 
,chainhan, ·helped raise funds for con­
serVation education, and represented 
the commissioners on the county REAP 

committee. 
In his memory the commissioners 

wished to donate conservation re­
lated books to the Columbus Junc­
tion library. With the help of head 
librarian Ardith Ostrem they selected 
the follow~ng books: Agatha's 
Feather Bed (children's book), Our 
Endangered Planet: Soil, The An­
cient One (youth adult book), and 
Soil Conservation (text book). The· 
books will be available to the general 
public after· the preseQtation. 
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Commissioners seek: 
nominees for: election 

In June, the school board 
heard presentations by four 
architec'ti.rral firms: DLR of Des 
Moines, Durrant of Dubuque, 
Neumann Monson oflowa City. 

WAPELLO- The terms of 
two Louisa Cpunty Soii·& Water 
Conserv.atioJ.l· District 
Commissioners, Martin Hoeg of 
Wapello (Wapello Township) 
·and Leland Roudybush of 
Mus·catine (Port Louisa 
Township) will expire at noon 
on Jan. 4, 1999. Successors will 
be elected at the general election 
on Nov. 3, 1998. The term is 4 
years for these two positions. 

Two partial terms for Soil & 
Water Conservation District 
Commissioners will also· be on 
the ballot for the general elettion·. 
These partial terms wot:ild begin 
immediately ·following the 
election and-expire Jan. 2~2001. 

·:-,·::'. :···trny"' rqu:a:rfriedN'etector 
residing in the ·soil and water 
conservation district, which is 
all 9f Louisa County including 
cities and towns, is eligible fo·r 
the ·office of . ~ommissioner, 
except that no more than one 
commissioner may be a resident 
of any one township. The only 
incumbent commissioner is 
Mike Braun of Columbus Jet. 
(Uniori Township); therefore~ 
residents of this township would 
not be eligible for office at this 
time. 

Prospective candidates 
seeking the office of soil and 

water conservatiOn d1stnct and Wehner, Pattschull, Pfiffner 
commissioner , must file of Iowa City · and decided to 
nomination petitions in the same study the presentations before 
manner as for other elective making a decision. 
positions at the general election, · · ·Each of the architectural plans 
except that no political party is was estimated in the $7 ·million 
designated. Nomination petitions to $8.5 million range. The school 
can be obtained from the County has a bonding capacity of $6.5 
Auditor. · million. 

These petitions, sigl)ed by 25 Neumann Monson was the 
eligible eleclors. must . be filed preferred . choice at a· special 
with the County Auditor ·at the school board m~ting July 13 , 
Louisa County Courthouse no althoughDwnint came in a close 
late~ than 5:00 ·p.m. on August second.Membersofthefacilities 
26, 1998. · Study committee had been asked 

Individuals elected in tomakeareeommendationafter 
November 1998 will serve a term reviewing· the / proposals. Their 
of four years commencing choice was ·· also Ne.umailn 
Jal\'uary 4; 1999. Soil & ·water tMo'lt~n·. · ·· · .,_ · · -·' 
cnrrserv'ati ori"Jf:?"<(i~otqm tmlb~fac,ilitiesiiifrrtfi)i\P'11. . 
Commi~sioners serve without a set priorities for. what is needed 
salary and guide the overall soil in the school building: more and 
and water conservation program larger classrooms, physical 
in the · county. For further education/recreation/sports 
information pertain~ng to the areas, labs, music rooms, media 
responsibilities \· ·· of a center,cafeteria/kitchen,district 
commissioner, ·contact · the administrative offices, building 
Louisa County Soil & Water administrative offices, audi­
ConservationDistrictOffice,514 torium and infrastructure/land/ 
lsett, Wapello, IA 526 5~, phone bus barn. 
523 - 6411.. The plans call for a major 

All programs and services of, renovation of t_he present 
USDA are available to everyone building, including . the 
without regard to race, color, infrastructure. 
sex, age, handicap, or national 
origin. 



I Conservation Reserve 
Program . sign up begins 

DES MOINES, Iowa - The 
U.S. Department of Agriculture · 
wi'n begin accepting applications 
for Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) enrollments 
under the 18th sign-up period 
Oct. 27 to Dec 11. 

To be eligible for CRP, the 
land proposed for enrollment 
must have been planted in an 
agricultural commodity in at 
least two of the last five crop 
years or be marginal pasture that 
can be planted in trees as a 
riparian buffer. In addition to 
those basic requirements, the 
land must also meet at least one 
of 'the following requirements:· 
be .considered highly erodible as 
determined by compliance 
provisions, be considered a 
cropped wetland, be subject to 
scour erosion, be located in a 
nation·al or stat 

Acceptance of land into the­
CRP is based on the 
Environmental Benefits Index 

(EBI) figure assigned to all lands the highest in the curren 
considered for enrollment. That One CRP practice. 
number is arrived at by Bogenschutz recommend~: 

, calculating the benefits a chosen landowners consider is the CP ~ 
CRP practice has on wildlife 4D permanent wild1life habitat: 
habitat, water quality, on-farm p.ractice. ·under the practice,~ 

benefits from reduced erosion, landowners can choose from: 
longierm benefits, air quality, the five options when considering a: 
benefit of enrolling the land into planting program. According to~ 
a Conservation Priority Area and Bogenschutz, CP-4D allows fo~ 
the cost. planting ·of the least expensive 

Due to its popularity, the CRP seeding mixture while giving the 
has become highly competitive landowner the most flexibility in. 
in recent years, said Todd what is---planted. It also gives the 
Bogenschutz, QNR wildlife landowner the maximum 
biologist. Consequently, CRP amounts of points allowed for · 
P,raot·i·ces that· se.ored ~, ht.gh the wil~l.ife cove fuGtof.{i)f the 
eno~gh tct be accepted-in. the past . EBI. -. . , 
may not qualify now. To increase Landowners interested in the 
the chance for acceptance, CP-4D practice should contact 
Bogenschutz recommends the · NRCS district 
landowners consider a CRP conservationists in their county 
practice that will maximize the for additional information. 
EBI figure while keeping costs DNR wildlife biologists will 
affordable. Bogenschutz said the also work with landowners to 
practices that scored highest in develop the optimal habitat plan 
the 16th .sign-up will also score f9r CP-4D contracts. 

. tVt.1f 'ti W~pell~ ~e.-t~\i~ 



Conservation District 
'seeks commiSsioners 

WAPELLO - The terms of two 
Lo~i~a County Soil & Water Conser­
vation District Commissioners, Mar­
~n.Hoeg ofWapell.o, (Wapello Town­
ship) and Leland Roudybush of 
Muscatine ~ort Loiesa Township) 
will expire at noon on Jan. 4, 1999. 
Successors will be elected at the gen­
eral ele~tion on November 3, 1998. 
The tenn is 4 years for these two 
positions. 

Two partial terms for Soil & Water 
Conservation District Commission­
ers wilLalso be on the ballot for the 

. general election. These partial terms 
would Jegin immediately following 
the election and expire Jan. 2, 2001. 

Any qualified' elector residing in the 
soil and water conservation district, 
Vihich is all of Louisa county includ­
ing cities and towns, is eligible for the 
office of commissioner, except that 
'no 'more than one commissioner may 
be a resident of any one township. , 
The only incumbent commissioner is 
Mike Braun of Columbus Jet. (Union 
Township );'therefore, residents of this 
township would not be eligible f~r 

office at this time. 
Prospective candidates seeking the 

office of soil and water conservation 
district commissioner-must file nomi­
nation petitions in the same manner 
as for other elective positions at the 
general election, except that no po­
litical party is designated. Nomina: 
tion petitions can be obtained . from 
the County Auditor. 

These petitions, signed by 25 eli­
gible electors, JllUSt be filed with the _ 
County Auditor at the Louisa County 
Courthouse norlater than 5:00p.m. 
on August 26, 1998. 

Individuals elected in· November 
-1998 will serve a term of four years 
commencing January -4, 1999. Soil 
& Water Conservation District Com­
missioners serve without salary and 
guide the overall soi'l and water con­
servation program in the county. For 
further infoirnation pertaining to the 
responsibilities of a commissioner, 
contact the Louisa County Soil & 
Water Conservation District Office, 
514 Isett, Wapello, lA 52653, phone 
523-6411. 
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9\[g,tiona{ .9lssociation of Conservation tJJistricts 

recognizes 

LOUISA COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

May 4, 1998 
DATE 

for 
exceeding quota 

contribution 
1998 

RUDY K. Rl E, NACO President 
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DELBERT WINTERFELD 
Secretary-Treasurer 

May 4,1998 

Board of Commissioners 
LOUISA COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
514 ISETT ST 
WAPELLO lA 52653 

Dear Friends: 

~AY 0 8 1 98 

On behalf of the Board of Directors and staff of the National Association of Conservation Districts, thank you so 
much for your district's quota contribution for 1998. We are honored to have your confidence and commitment as 
we fulfill our mission to conserve America's precious natural resources. 

Your outstanding support ofNACD places your district at the highest recognition level for quota contribution. We 
would be so very pleased if you would display the accompanying five-star certificate in a prominent place to show 
your support for natural resource conservation. 

NACD exhibited remarkable health this past year and 1998looks even more prosperous. Many portions of the 
landmark 21st Century Task Force Report are now in operation, and control ofNACD is more firmly in the hands 
of local conservation districts and their state associations. That is the way it should be. 

Most important, however, NACD, can and will continue to support each local conservation district as they work to 
improve the quality of the land and water that we care for so much. Thanks to your support, our organization and 
the conservation district movement are stronger that ever. For that reason alone, we will continue to earn your 
trust. 

Delbert Winterfeld 
Secretary/Treasurer 

DW/plm 

THIS IS YOUR RECEIPT. Amount Pd : $ 550.00 

National Association of Conservation Districts 
408 East Main Street - P.O. Box 855 - League City, TX 77574-0855 

Phone (281) 332-3402 - FAX (281) 332-5259 
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F~A~R~M~ Library 
-· -

Celeb-ration 
Dinner 

Thursday, 6:00P.M. - 9:00P.M. 
January 29 

Heritage Center, Hwy 61 
Wapello, Iowa 

The Shared Visions group, Farms Forever will be hosting a free 
dinner of emu meat and pasture raised chicken to celebrate the 
creation of their alternative agriculture library. During the evening 
there will also be presentations on tree crops, emus, and pasture 
raised chicken. All are invited but pre-registration is required. To 
make a reservation call Kathy Dice at 319/728-5905 by January 26 . 

.... F 



UBRARY 

F.A.R.M. Library Title List 
January 1998 

Below are materials available at the Keck Memorial Library in 
Wapello, Iowa. You may receive these books, videos, and other 
publications through Iowa's interlibrary loan system. Tell your 
librarian the title and author of the publication that interests you and 
that the material is available at Wapello, Iowa. 

The librarys will pay for the postage of mailing the materail, but a 
small donation to your library will help defray their costs. 

If you have internet access you may use the Iowa Locator to find 
more titles of interest. You may visit the web site of our sister 
library, Prairie Talk in Solon, Iowa at 
http://www.netfrog.com/prairietalk/ . Prairie Talk has orgainized a 
resource library on Organic Farming. 

Crop Ideas and Information 

"A Farmer's Legal Guide to Production Contracts" by Neil D. Hamilton. 1995. 
A comprehensive legal guide for farmers and their lawyers on production contracts. 
Easy to read and understand. Good to read before you sign a contract. 175 pages. 

"Alternative Field Crops Manual" Unv. of Wisconsin-Extension, Unv. ofMinnesota. 1989. 
Concisely and uniformly covers 50 different crops with 50 chapters. Well organized and easy to 
read. Includes amaranth, flax, lupine, sesame, wild rice, and more. Growing advice is biased 
toward production using high chemical and machinery inputs. Over 400 pages. 

"Tree Crops - A Permanent Agriculture" by J. Russell Smith. 1950. 
Smith was ahead of his time by advocating fruit and nut trees with pasture as a way to bring 
profitability and soil stability to farms. An enjoyable classic. 408 pages. 

"Nut Growing Ontario Style" John Gordon Jr. 1993. 
A guide to establishing nut tree plantings in fluctuating temperate climates. Published 
by the Society of Ontario Nut Growers. 171 pages. 

"Pecans: A Grower's Perspective" by G. Wesley Rice. 1994. 
A humorous and detailed textbook on northern pecans and their cultivation. 198 pages. 

"Diseases of Trees in the Great Plains" by Jerry W. Rifile & Glenn W. Peterson. 1986. 
Excellent photos and clear writing allow for easy identification of diseases on trees in your 
yard, orchard, or windbreak. Also gives advice on control. 149 pages. 

"Shiitake Growers Handbook" by Przybylowicz and Donoghue. 1990. 
Well written and illustrated book. Gives beginner or grower everything he needs to know to be 
successful in this specialized, high-value crop. 217 pages. 

"American Ginseng- Green Gold" by W. Scott Persons. 
An excellent guide to ginseng production. Valuable for novice and experienced grower alike. 
Detailed information on site selection, planting, maintenance, harvesting, expected yields, 
marketing, and more. Covers different growing methods, low input to intensive. 172 pages. 



"How To Raise Two Cash Crops For Profit- Ginseng and Golden Seal" by M.A. Dickman. 1983. 
Some information on raising goldenseal and ginseng. 36 pages. 

"Secrets To a Sucessful Greenhouse and Business" by T.M. Taylor. 1997. 
A complete guide to starting and operating a wholesale greenhouse business. Good 
details on greenhouse and small business management. 154 pages. 

"Christmas Trees- Growing and Selling Trees, Wreaths, and Greens" by Lewis Hill. 1989. 
Well written. Covers land, species, growth, care, equipment, markerts, & more. 152 pages. 

"The Perfect Pumpkin" by Gail Damerow. 1997. 
This guide covers pumpkins as a value added crop and marketing event. Well written, lots 
of good information. Not for large commercial growers. 220 pages. 

Livestock Options 

Poultry 
"Pastured Poultry Profit$- Net $25,000 in 6 months on 20 acres" Joel Salatin. 1993. 

A proven, labor intensive method for raising chickens in movable pens on pasture. Can 
produce an income from a small acreage as good or better than most off farm jobs. 

Pastured Poultry Profits (Video) by Joel Salatin. 
See the whole Salatin process from start to finish. Shows all actions, such as how the 
grazing cages are moved and butchering. Very detailed video. 45 minutes. 

"Chicken Tractor ... All New Straw Bale Edition" By Andy Lee & Pat Foreman. 1994. 
The book that inspired pastured poultry. A guide to raising poultry in movable pens on your 
garden, yard or pasture. 320 pages. 

Sheep/Goats/Pigs 
Spring Pasture Lambing (Cassette Tape) by Janet McNally. 1994. 

How to eliminate the need for lambing barns in a subdivided pasture situation, can 
actually produce healthier lambs. Excellent live recording from grazing conference. ­

"Grass Farmers" by Allan Nation. 1993. 

Cattle 

A collection of stories of grass farmers. Specific and diverse examples will give you a 
jumpstart on ideas for beef, dairy, sheep, goats, pigs, or poultry on pasture. 192 pages. 

Grass Dairying: An Introduction to Rotational Grazing (Video) 
Shows how to use stockpiled autumn grown pasture and intensive grazing to extend the grazing 
season. Will work with sheep or beef cattle too. 30 minutes. 

Milking Systems - New Zealand Style (Video) by Vaughan Jones. 
Shows simple efficiency ofNew Zealand dairies and labor saving tips. 17 minuets. 

Pasture Primer: A Hands On Guide to controlled Grazing (Video) by Pratt & Ingram 
Excellent introduction to the principles of controlled grazing and pasture ecology. 
Includes pamphlet with summary and exercises. 60 minuets. 

"Salad Bar Beef' Joel Salatin. 1995. 
A guide to a tried and proven method for entering the natural, grass-fed beef business. 
Shows how to get a $500/acre return on small farms. 368 pages. 
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"PaSture Profit$ With Stocker Cattle" by Allan Nation. 1992. 
Shows how Gordon Hazard accumulated and stocked a 3000-acre ranch solely from 
retained stocker cattle profits with no bank leverage. 192 pages. 

Dairy Beef Production (Cassette Tape) by W.A. Brock. 1992. 
Brock details his profit figures and shows how to successfully buy and graze baby dairy 
calves. Good live recording from grazing conference. 

A Minimalist Capital Approach To Ranching (Cassette Tape) by R.L. Dalrymple. 1992. 
One wire electric fence, no hay, no feed, A TV's rather than tractors- technology allows 
you to ranch with minimum of capital. Excellent live recording from conference. 

Building A Financially Sustainable Operation (Cassette Tape) by Allan Nation. 
Allan answers questions about getting started in grass farming, time frames to profitability, and 
planning a financial structure. Excellent recording, interview style. · 

A Low Labor, Low Cash Input Cow-Calf Operation (Cassette Tape) by R.L. Dakymple. 
Time limited grazing of stockpiled fescue or annual ryegrass can keep costs low in a · 
spring calving operation. Excellent live recording from conference. 

Exotic Livestock 

"The Emu Farmer's Handbook" by Maria and Phillip Minnaar. 1992. 
A bible for emu farmers. This book is easy to read, well illustrated, and very informative. 
Covers handling, nutrition, chick care and much more. 1 78 pages. 

"Deer Farming: A Practical Guide To German Techniques" by Gunter Reinken. 1987. 
A very full and comprehensive book on fallow and red deer farming. Written for use in 
Germany, but lots of useful information for Iowans. 289 pages. 

"Buffalo Producer's Guide To Management & Marketing" National Buffalo Assc. 1990. 
An easy to read textbook on raising, feeding, breeding and marketing bison. 543 pages. 

"Upland Game Birds: Their Breeding and Care" Leland B. Hayes. 1995. 
Practical information for the beginner or experienced game bird breeder. Covers a total of 44 

species of quail, partridge, pheasant, wild turkeys, and guinea fowl. 360 pages 
"Red Claw: Raising the Giant Australian Freshwater Crayfish" 1995. 

A practical guide. Red Claws grow large in warm water in one year. 4 7 pages. 
"Small Scale Crayfish Farming For Food and Profit" by D.R. Wilson. 1989. 

Elk 

Concise booklet of research and personal experience on raising crayfish. Advice on 
raising in Northern states. 50 pages. 

"Elk Farming Handbook" by Thorleifson, Pearse, and Friedel. 1997. 
Excellent manual that gives details on raising, breeding, and marketing elk. Includes 
financial analysis of start up and of costs and returns. 213 pages. 

Animal Health & Welfare (Video) by Bob Hudson. 1997. 
North America's Elk Breeders Association convention presentation on raising Elk. Good sound 
quality, decent visual. 

Animal Nutrition (Video) by Dr. Lyle Renecker. 1997. 
N .A. Elk Breeders Ass. convention presentation on animal nutrition. Very detailed and 
comprehensive. Good sound quality, decent visual. 
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· Farm Management 

"Holistic Resource Management" by Allan Savory. 1988. 
The thought model used for economic and ecological decisions in HRM is explained in 
detail here. Useful for any natural resource user. 512 pages. 

"Holistic Resource Management Workbook" by Sam Bingham with Allan Savory. 1990. 
HRM theories explained in cowboy english and shows how to put them to work for your 
ranching operation. 181 pages. 

"Introduction To Permaculture" by Bill Mollison. 1991. 
A guide to creating sustainable human environments. Covers permaculture principles, 
site designs, garden, tree and grain crops, animal forage systems, and more. 216 pages. 

"Permaculture- A Designer's Manual" by Bill Mollison. 1988. 
Text book used for teaching permaculture. The philosophy behind permaculture is one of 
working with, rather than against, nature. Wonderfully complex concepts are explained simply 
and elegantly. Hundreds of informative illustrations. 575 pages. 

Business/Marketing Ideas 

"How To Earn Extra Money In the Country" by Ken Scharabok. 1996. 
An index of ideas for making money in rural areas. Easy to use with lots of additional 
sources of information offered. 202 pages. 

"The Agri-Preeur's Prosperity Manual" by Peter Reese. 1995. 
How to survive and profit in the new economy and rediscover the joy of rural living. 
Shows self-reliant rural families how to manage a profitable business. 92 pages. 

"52 Ways To Accelerate Profits" by Peter Reese. 1995. 
Manual on how to build a business without giving away the store. 116 pages. 

"Free To Create" by Peter Reese. 1996. 
How to combine inspiration, research and proven outlines to influence others and change our 
world. 142 pages. 

The F.A.R.M.library was created with a grant from Shared Visions which is a 
collaborative effort of Practical Farmers of Iowa, ISU Extension, and the Leopold Center for 
Sustainable Agriculture. Shared Visions is supported by a grant from the W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation. 

Continued yearly support for the F.A.R.M.library is provided by the Louisa County 
Soil and Water Conservation District Commissioners. 

For more information about any of these titles or the F.A.R.M. 
library please contact Kathy Dice at (319)729-5905. To receive an 
updated list of books available please send a self addressed, stamped 
envelope to: ==================::; 
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Farms Forever 
c/o Kathy Dice 
13882 "I" Ave. 

Wapello, Iowa 52653 
(319)729-5905 



County Conservation .Board hosted its anriua' Halloween Hike at Virginia Grove Park last 
)ct. 24. Once again the hike was a big success with and another good turnout. Pictured above. · 
1 (left) and Wayne Gieselman (right) perform as a flying squirrel and Super Squirrel. ...o 
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Halloween Hike 

Deb Krohn played the part of a morel mushroom and her twin 
sister, Amy Spencer, was a stinkhom during the conservation 
board's annual Halloween Hike last week. 



OCT G 7 'i998 
I 

1923 7 5:99~ 
Anniversary 

The Iowa Departtnent of Agricul­
ture and Land Stewardship cordially 
invites you to an etnployee celebra­
tion of our 75th Anniversary at 1:30 
p.tn. on October 1 Qth, 1998. 

The festivities wlll take place in 
the Wallace Building AuditoriuiD, 
with refreslunents following. Please 
help celebrate this tnUestone. 

Iowa Department of Agrlcult nd Land Stewardship 
le M. Cocbran 

Secretary of Agriculture 



TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

DALE M. COCHRAN 
SECRETARY OF AGRICULltJRE 

(515) 281-6146 

Division of Soil Conservation Field Office Staff 

James B. Gulliford, Dire~ 
Division of Soil Conservatio~ 

October 7, 1998 

OCT 0 8 1998 

IDALS 75th Anniversary Employee Celebration Travel Authorization 

An announcement was mailed this week to each SWCD office announcing the 1:30 p.m., 
October 16, 1998, observance of the 75th anniversary of the Iowa Department of 
Agriculture and Land Stewardship. The observance will take place in the Wallace 
Building Auditorium, East 9th and Grand, Des Moines. 

DSC field employees who choose to attend are authorized to do so. Those attending may 
claim mileage and lunch reimbursement within state allowances. Please combine travel 
whenever possible to reduce costs. 

If travel time and participation in this event will exceed a normal eight-hour work day, 
contact your supervisor to arrange an adjusted schedule for the work week (October 16-
22). Likewise, if your normal Friday work day is four hours and you choose to attend the 
celebration, contact your supervisor to arrange an adjusted work schedule. 

JBG:eji 

HENRY A. W AU.ACE BunniNG 
DES MOINES, IOWA 50319 

515-281-5321 



1923 7 5t:998 
Anniversary 

Iowa Department of Agriculture 
and Land Stewardship 

In 1923~ ... 

75th Anniverary Celebration 
Wallace B_uilding- Des Moines, IA 

October 16, 1998 . 

The Nobel Prize for Literature was won by Will­
iam B. Yeats. 

Agricultural Facts 

Forming a cloud 300 miles long and 100 miles 
wide, grasshoppers destroyed crops in Montana. 

The first issue of Time magazine is published. 

U.S. Steel reduces its working day from 12 hours 
to eight hours and profits increase. 

An earthquake in Tokyo, Japan kills 100,000 
people. 

The first electric razor is patented by Schick. 

President Coolidge lights the first White House 
Christmas Tree. 

Sanka Coffee is introduced. 

Milky Way and Butterfinger candy bars are in­
troduced. 

Robert Frost writes "Stopping by Woods on a 
snowy Evening." 

Gaston Ramon of France develops the tetanus 
toxoid which leads to wide-scale immunization 
against the disease. 

"Yes, We Have No Bananas" and "Who's Sorry 
Now" are two of the most popular songs of the 
year. 

Edwin Hubble, U.S. astronomer, discovers that 
the blurry masses in the Milky Way, once con­
sidered gaseous bodies, are actually stars, thus 
proving the galaxy is much larger than originally 
thought. 

Number of Farms 

Total Acres Farmed 

Average Farm size 
(acres) 

Total Value oflowa 
Farm Products 

Number of Hogs 
on Farm 

Number of Cattle 
(Total Cattle Jan. 1) 

Corn Yield 
(bushels per acre) 

Corn Price 
(per bushel) 

Principal Crops 

1923 

213,000 

33.28 million 

160 

$500 million 

15 million 
(Oct. 1) 

4.34 million 

41 

$0.62 

Corn, Oats 
Wheat 

. /\ . 

1998 

98,000 

33.20 million 

339 

$12.9 billion 

' 15.2 million 
(Sept. 1) 

3.75 million 

138 

$2.52 (1997) 

Corn, 
Soybeans 





THE BROKEN CHAIN 

We little knew that morning that God 

Was going to call your name. 

In life we loved you dearly, 

in death we do the same. 

It broke our hearts to lose you, 

you did not go alone: 

for part of us went with you, 

the day God called you home. 

You left us peaceful memories, 

your love is still our guide; 

and though we cannot see you, 

you are always at our side. 

Our family chain Is broken, 

and nothing seems the same; 

but as God calls us one by one, 

THE CHAIN will link again. 

IN MEMORY OF 
THOMAS RICHARD UTIER 

March 5, 1948 - April22, 1998 

SON OF 
Richard & Phyllis Hesseltine Utter 

HUSBAND OF 
Janet Allman Utter 

FATHER OF 
Sara, William & Katie 

FUNERAL SERVICE 
Saturday, April 25, 1998 

10:00AM 
Stacy-Lewis Chapel 

Columbus Junction, Iowa . , 

CLERGY 
Rev. Walden Paige 

MUSIC 
Marsha Gerot 

HONORARY CASKET BEARERS 
Bill Besgrove 
Roger Hunt 
Dick Grimm 
Lowell Baker 
Steve Eberlein 
Roger Hafner 

Randy Griffin 
Charles Shellabarger 

Dana Troyer 
Bill Faler 

Mark Smith 
John Allman 

CASKET BEARERS 
Jim Utter 
Bob Utter 
Dan Wanfalt 

Eric Tackenburg 
Don Deckert 

Matt Gish 

-INTERMENT 
Newell Cemetery 

Columbus Junction, Iowa 



Miss Quad approved for 
environmental funding 
USDA has approved $31,000 in 

funding for Miss-Quad, a four county 
project under the Environmental Qual­
ity Incentive Program (EQIP). A lo­
cal work group determined an area 
located north and east of Grandview 
as a viable project under EQIP and is 
an environmental priority for Louisa 
County. 

Land treatment and education for 
this project will focus on soil resources 
and water quality as the primary con­
.cems. The secondary concerns for 
this area are sedimentation, aquifer 
protection from chemicals and flood­
ing. 

Now that the project is approved, the 
local work group determined the eli..! 
gible practices to address the natural 
resource concerns. They established 
cost share, incentive payments and 
methods of cost -share for eligible prac-

tices as well as establishing the appli­
cation sign and ranking periods. 

Sign up began on May 15 and will 
end on June 15 for Miss-Quad. Pro­
ducers in Miss-Quad may sign up at 
the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) or the Farm Service 
Agency (FSA). EQIP is a locally led 
program, and 1998 is the first year that 
local projects have been established 
and funded. This program affords a 
great deal of local input with USDA 
agencies serving as the local contact. 
Under EQIP, landowners sign 5 to 10 
year contracts that include treatment 
on land to a sustainable level for the 
natural resource concern. Statewide, 
$5.4 million was distributed in Iowa 
among 52 projects. 



Natural resources con.servation service 
restores floodplain wetlands in Iowa 

The WRP is a USDA program that 
producers can use to restore wetlands 
on floodplain croplands. The USDA 
pays the producer the appraised value 
of the land in exchange for an ease­
ment that retires the land from crop­
ping. As much as 25% of the area may 
consist of non cropland and still be part 
of the easement payment. The restora­
tion work may include· earthwork to 
construct shallow water areas, tree 
plantings and prairie grass plantings. 
NRCS pays for 100 percent of the 
restoration and easement cost. It's a 
good alternative for producers frus­
trated with flooding and crop dam.: 
ages. Louisa County has over 4,272 
acres of floodplains already under ease­
ment through the Wetland Reserve 
Program.and Emergency Wetland Re­
serve Program. The EWRP was espe-· 
cially designed to help landowners re­
cover from damages caused by the 
great flood of 1993. Both programs 
have been used to restore wetland val­
ues important for water quality. Wet-

. lands act as "bladders" for both our 
ground and surface waters. Rain is 
captured in to low lying areas where it 
undergoes physical and biological pro­
cesses that clean contaminates from 

the water. Iowa lost more than 90 
percent of its wetlands in the past 
century. Restoring wetlands is im­
portant for Iowa's environment. 

The Wetland Reserve Program con­
tinues to be funded. Producers apply 
at the N&tural Resources Conserva­
ti~n Service office by completing an 
application and ranking form. . The 
applicant is not obligated until he or 
she agrees to the appraised easement 
offer. 

Wetlands can be developed on the 
upland via the Conservation Reserve 
Program. It includes a practice that 
landowners can use to create shallow 
water areas on up to five acres of 
upland cropland. It.pays for 50% of 
the cost of building a small dam for 
storing shallow water. It also pays a 
ten year rental payment for the area 
taken out of production. Once the ten 
years has expired, th~ ·producer can 
return the site to its former condition 
for farming. Creating a wetland to , 
filter sediments from runoff can ef­
fectivelyimprovewaterqua1ity. This 
program is especially attractiye since 

·. it is part of the Continuous_ Sign-Up . 
u·nder the Conservation Reserve Pro­
gram. 



NRCS honors members 
WAPELLO - The Louisa 

Soil and Water Conservation 
Service, 514 Isett St., will host 
an open house from 11 a.m. to 
noon, Friday, Dec. 18, at the 
NRCS office in Wapello. 
Retiring District Commissioners 
Martin Hoeg and Lee Roudybush 
will be honored and four new 
commissioners, Hc:cld Hunter · 

of Columbus City Township, 
Kathy Dice of Grandview 
Township, Virgil Corey of 
Wapello Township, and Mary 
Boysen of Marshall Township, 
will be welcomed to the board. 

The public is invited to stop 
by for refreshments, and to meet 
the new commissioners. 



Farms • Families • Communities 

• PFI's mission • 
to promote farming systems that are 

profitable, ecologically sound, and good 
for families and communities 
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Practical Farmers of Iowa 
Founded in 1985 -

Comprised of over 500 farmer and non-farmer members -

A nonprofit organization that works to -
• encourage on-farm, farmer-managed research into profitable 

farming methods that preserve the land while supporting 
farming families 

• share the results of this research with neighboring families 
• invigorate, strengthen, and sustain rural communities 

Stewardship and profit 
PFI holds that -

• profitable farming can preserve soil and water while protecting 
the health and income of farm families, 

• farmers and agricultural scientists, working together, are finding 
ways to make this happen, and in turn 

• rural communities are being revitalized. 
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• Community-based far 1ng Farmer-managed research 
PFI farmers are active members of their communities . They know that the 
character of rural towns reflects the farming that surrounds them, and their 
concerns are reflected in the practices they use. Their knowledge about 
these practices comes from personal experience and their own research. 
They share this knowledge with others from their communities through field 

PFI cooperators determine what management practices they 
will evaluate on their own farms. Each year they carry out 
several dozen trials and collect the data themselves, 
analyzing results with assistance from Iowa State University 
scientists. The field trial design is simple, yet it allows trial 
results to be evaluated statistically. These trials often 
compare the cooperator's customary practice side-by-side 
with an alternative practice. 

days, meetings, and workshops. 

"PFI is the premier farmer driven research 
organization in sustainable agriculture, 
having a strong and active membership, a 
credible vision and mission, creating 
models on-farm. " 

... W. K. Kellogg Founda 

Partnerships 
Partnerships and the support they generate are important 
to PFI. Partners include: 
• Iowa State University Extension 
• Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture 
• Sustainable Agriculture Research and Educatiol 

Program (SARE) of the USDA 
• Iowa State University Department of Agronomy 
• Iowa State University Department of Sociology 
• W. K. Kellogg Foundation I 
• The Northwest Area Foundation 
• Wallace Genetic Foundation 
•The Educational Foundation of America 
• Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stew 
• Community Food Projects Program of the USD 

Since 1985, this support, together with member' 
has totaled over $2,000,000. 

Ingenuity and innovation 
The on-farm research of PFI cooperators has led to a wide 
range of new techniques. Innovations found on PFI farms 
include weed management with reduced tillage, grass-based 
livestock systems, certified organic production, effective 
nutrient rates and placement, specialty crops, agroforestry, 
and alternative models of pork and poultry production. These 
techniques build on the strengths and resources of each 
farm. They produce profits while maintaining ecological 
integrity and balance. 

PFI members are a lso leaders in new marketing models. 
They use a variety of direct marketing techniques to supply 
their urban neighbors with high quality beef, pork, poultry, 
eggs, fruits and vegetables. These techniques are 
reconnecting fa rmers with their communities while enhancing 
local economies. 

Member bene 1ts 
• Quarterly newsletter (The Practica l 

Farmer) 
• Lending library with over 150 books 

and videos 
• District meetings and local get­

togethers for information and social 
exchanges 

• Member directory of skills and interests 

• Guide to statewide field days 
• Summer camp for families and 

youth 
• Womens' annual winter gathering 
• Direct contact with growers for 

meat, vegetables, and fruits 
• Workshops and seminars across 

the state on new practices 

farmers helping rs make better decisions 

Note to non-fanners 
Many non-farmers belong to our organization. 
If you are interested in environmental quality, 
safe and healthful foods , and vibrant rural 
communities, you can help achieve these 
goals by joining Practical Farmers of Iowa. 

Please mail form and check to 
Practical Farmers of Iowa 
2035 190th St. 
Boone, lA 50036-7423 \ID · Pn 11ted o" 
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PFI 
2035 190th St. 
Boone, lA 50036-7 423 
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Wapello City Council .· 

Riverb·ank project 
rant approved 

By Jim Rudisill 
WAPELLO - The Wapello 1 Wapello will still need to 

City Council has agl-eed to move provide about $60,000 to meet 
forward with an erosion control . the total estimated project cost. 
project on the Iowa River, after "I don't know where we're 
learning Friday that a $126,87 5 going to get that money," Mayor 
state grant has been approved L.J. Thompson said, but 
for the work. ' indicated borrowing o~ using 

Mayor L.J. Thompson told money left over in this year's 
the council during 'a special budgel might be options. 
session the state funding will be The funds will be used to 
funneled thfough the Imminent stablize several hundred feet of 
Threat Set-Aside of the Iowa riverbank north of the Iowa 
Community Development Block Highway 99 Bridge. An 
Grant (CDBG). It will be unsuccessful effort was made 
combined with more than $1 several years ago to stop the . 
million in federal funds already erosion along that section of 
earmarked for the project bank by using concrete aprons. 
through the Emergency Later,thecityusedadifferent 

-~Vatershed Protection Prog.r:am. method south of the bridge, , 

reshapingthebank,drivingwood · Once Wilkerson returns to 
pilings and using riprap. :w'Ork, Pallister may spend time 

Officials said they will use at the library or other city 
that method on the latest control departments. 
effort. 

Officials did not indicate 
when construction will begin. 

In other action, the council 
~lso approved hiring Tammy 
Pallister, Wapello, as a new full­
time city employee. 

Officials said they expect 
Pallister to initially spend most 
of her time at city hall. City Clerk 
Gwen Wilkerson is currently on 
medical leave and a part-time 
assistant recently quit. The city 
has been filling .in with a 
temporary employee. 

Council member Ed Fisher 
said that might cause problems,' 
particularly at the library, since 
Pallister's starting wage will be 
higher than other city workers 
there. 

"I suggest we don't get a full­
time person," he said. 

Other council members 
however disagreed. 

"I know what you 're saying, 
but we need a full-time }rerson 
right away - right now," Jim 
Keldgord said. 

I 
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Wapello City Council 

Riverbank project 
receives funding 

By Jim Rudisill 
WAPELLO- The latest effort 

t:o solve the Iowa riverbank 
erosion problem in Wapello has 
rt~eived a shot in the arm from 
thte Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS). 

Wapello Mayor L.J. 
'.Thompson told the city council 
last week the NRCS has 
tlJ'aDsferred $720,625 in funding 
'tssistance to Des Moines. 

1 'irhompson said the money will 
r he available for the city to use on 

a proposed erosion control 
project once the city agrees to 
tnove forward with the proposal. 
l . The city however is waiting 
~ h~ about additional funding 
from a state agency before it · 
Jnakes a final decision. 

According to 'Thompson, the 
~dditional funding from the Iowa 

·~epartment of · Economic 
~velopment (IDEO) is needed · 
" meet thv project's projected 
cost of $~27 ,500. If the IDEO 
,.._~.. "'en•r • ~orl 1!·tD 1":-n., 1 

Thes~ concrete pa~s were instaalled north of .the Iowa 99 bridge to inhibit erosion. They have 
detenorated and wUl be replaced. · 

the riverbank north of the Iowa 
Highway 99 bridge have failed. 

be a new position. Currently the 
apparently been successful at city employs one full-time clerk 
slowing the erosion south of the and a nart~time clerk 



Soil, Water Commissioners meet 
WAPELLO- The Louisa Soil & Water Conservation District 

Commissioners will hold their regular meeting at 7 p.m. July 27, 
1998, at the Natural Resources Conservation Office at 514 Isett, 
Wapello, lA 52653. 

All programs and services of USDA are available to everyone 
without regard to race, color, sex, age, handicap, or national 
origin. 
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.l Memorial for 
TolD Utter 

The Columbus Junction 
library will officially receive a 
small collection of books from 
the Louisa County Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
Commissioner: at 10:30 a.m., 
Wednesday, Septem ber23, 1998 
in honor of the late soil 
commissioner, Tom Utter. 

Tom Utter volunteered his 
time as soil commissioner from 
1978 till his death in April of 
1998. During that time he served 
as vice-chairman and chairman, 
helped raise funds for 

1 conservation education, and 
represented the commissioners 

on the county REAP com mitt~. 
In his memory t~e 

commissioners wished to donaie 
conservation related books to die 
Columbu~Junctionlibrary. With 
the help of head librarian Ardith 
Ostrem they selected tije 
following books: Agatha,'s 
Feather-Bed (children's boo.k), 
Our Endangered Planet; Soil, 
The Ancient One (young adult 
book), and Soil Conse~ation 
(text book). The books will be 
available to the general public 
after the presentation. 

Thomas R. Utter 
Funeral services for 50 year 

old Thomas Richard Utter of 
Columbus Junction were held at 
10 a.m. Saturday, April25 at the 
Stacy-Lewis Funeral Home, 
Columbus Junction, Iowa with 
the Rev. Walden Paige officiat­
ing. · Burial was in the Newell 
Cemetery, rural Columbus 
Junction. Tom Utter died 
Wednesday at Muscatine Gen­
ernl Hospital, Muscatine, Iowa 
following a farm accident 

In lieu of flowers the family 
·requested that stuffed animals 
be given to be donated to a local 
hospital. 

A memorial has been estab­
lished at the funeral home for his 
children's education. 
· · Visitation was held 4 - 8 p.m. 
Friday at the funeral home with 
tbe family preS<?nt. 

Thomas Richard Utter was 
born March 5, 1948 in 
Muscatine, Iowa to Richard and 
Phyllis Hesseltine Utter. Tom 
mamed Janet Anne Allman July 
~. 1972 in Arlington, Virginia. 

Tom had been a farmer in the 
area. He was a 1972 graduate of 
Iowa State University. He was a 
member of the Louisa County 
Farm Bureau, the Louisa County 
Soil Conservation Board and the 
Louisa County Cattlemen As­
sociation. Tom was also a 
member of ·the National Rifle 
Association, the West Liberty 
Gun Club, and the Wilton Gun 
Club. Tom was a Methodist by 
faith. 

Tom is survived by his wife, 
Janet, three children, Sara, 
William Richard and Katie 
Utter, all at home, Columbus 
Junction; his parents, Richard 
and Phyllis Utter and his grand­
mother, Callie Hesseltine, all 
of Columbus Junction; two 
brothers, Bob and Nancy Utter, 
Columbus Junction and Jim and 
Bonnie Utter, Bondurant, Iowa; 
two sisters, Janine Utter, Co­
lumbusJunctionandJulie Utter­
Beuter, Walker, Iowa; and many 
nieces and nephews. 
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WHIP Wildlife Habitat 
Incentives Program 

The U. S. Department ·or 
Agriculture conservation 
officials in Iowa have announced 
allocations of $263,552 in 
wildlife conservation funds. 
targeted to three priority practices 
in the state. The funds will be 
available ~uring fiscal year 1998 
to help Iowans develop and 
improve fish and wildlife habitat 

· on private lands through the 
Wildlife Habitat Incentives 
Program {WHIP). 

Under WlllP, the USDA's 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) provides 
technical assisla;nce, including 
helping participants prepare a 
wildlife habitat development 
plan, and cost share payments up 
to 75% of the cost of 
implementing practices, such as 
olanting native vegetation and 

streambank erosion. Each state 
developed priorities to identify 
the type of habitat or species to 

target for improvement. 
The priority practices 

approved in Iowa for 1998 
include shelterbelts; riparian 
corridors; and grassland 
restoration, preservation and 
management. Coldwater streams 
in northeast Iowa will be targeted 
for riparian corridors; a ten 
county area south oflnterstate I-
80 will be targeted for grassland 
restoration; and shelterbelt . 
applications will be considered 
statewide. 

WillP presents a really good 
opportunity for landowners to 

develop and enhance wildlife 
habitat on their land, which will 
benefit wildlife, as well as those 

Iowans who enjoy outdoor 
recreation, such as fishing, 
hunting and wildlife watching. 
· Applications are now being 

. accepted at local USDA Service 
Centers and conservation district 
offices. Shelterbelt applications 
are also being accepted by local 
DNR offices. The WHIP will 
offer a continuous signup. 
However, Iowa's signup period 
will be concentrated in the month 
of March. All applications 
received in March will be ranked 
on April 1, with landowners 
notified of their participation 
status by April 15. Throughout 
the rest of the year, applications 
will be periodically ranked and 
funding approved until all funds 
have been obligated. 



rtTell your children of it, and let your children tell their children, 
and their children another generation." 

-Joel 1:3 



NACD 
Soil and Water Stewardship 

Advisory Committee 

----···~ : ~···----
David Allen, Chair, Hartsville, South Carolina 

Lee Bunting, Illinois 

John Oglesby, Mississippi 

Brother David Andrews, Catholic Rural Life Conference 

Shantilal Bhagat, Church of the Brethren 

Dr. Gary E. Farley, Southern Baptist Convention 

Rev. O.M. Gunderson, Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in Arn.erica 

Diana Stephen, Presbyterian Church Rl.J!al Ministry 

Dennis Testerman, North Arn.erican Coalition 

on Christianity and Ecology 

Margaret Edgar, NACD Auxiliary Representative 

Laurie Burgar, State Association Representative 

Clyde Gottschalk, State Agency Representative 

Gerald M. Heistand, District Employee Representative 

Larry Holmes, NRCS Representative · 

R. Neil Sampson, Consultant and Writer 

Ronald G. Francis, Staff Advisor 

Brenda Weiser, Staff Advisor 

Inspirational Program 
NACD 53nd Annual Meeting 

Town & Country Hotel, San Diego, California 
7:30p.m., Sunday, January 31, 1999 

----···~: ~···----

Slide Presentation . . "Arn.erica's National Wildlife Refuges" 

Welcome ....................... David Allen, Chair 

Invocation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Daniel 0 . Parker 

Community Singing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . LaDonna Gatlin 

In Memoriam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. O.M. Gunderson 

Presentation of NACD/NACD Auxiliary 
National Poster Contest Winners 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . Sally Sawyer, NACD Auxiliary President 

Musical Presentation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . LaDonna Gatlin 

Introduction of Stewardship Theme, 

"In the Children's Hands" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . David Allen 

Message and Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . LaDonna Gatlin 

Reading of Litany ................... Margaret Edgar 

IN THE 
chi\dren•s 
HANDS 



Litany 
Leader: In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth: 
People: All praise be to God. 

Leader: Into the hands of children God has entrusted the 
Kingdom: 

People: For whomever shall not receive the Kingdom of God as a 
little child fails to enter it. 

Leader: In the soil and water resources of this land we experience 
the creation of God: 

People: For whomever shall not receive the Kingdom of God as a 
little child fails to enter it. 

Leader: In all the living species of this land we share the wonders 
of God: 

People: For God has hidden these things from the wise 
understanding and revealed them to babes. 

Leader: In all science and technology for this world, God has 
shown knowledge: 

People: For God has hidden these things from the wise and 
understanding and revealed them to babes. 

Leader: In sustaining our world God has provided for today and 
tomorrow's needs: 

People: For God tells us to train up a child in the way one shall 
go for one will not d~part from it in later years. 

Leader: In the institutions of community, freedom and 
government, God has revealed the ·way: 

People: For God tells us to train up a child in the way one shall 
go for one will not depart from it in later years. 

Leader: In giving to us and our children the wonders of the 
Kingdom: 

People: All praise be to God. Alnen. 
National Association of Conservation Districts • 408 East Main, League City, Texas 77573 
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~ *Denotes Past State President 

~--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~+~D~e:n:o:te:s~P~a:s~t~N~A~C~D~Pre~s:ide~nt 

ALABAMA 
J .V. Buckner ................... ....... ... .. Jackson County SWCD 
John L. Cates ............ .. ......... .. ....... Shelby County SWCD 
Robert W. Gay .. ... .................... Chambers County SWCD 
Tillman D. Hill .............................. Madison County SWCD 
J.R. Knouff ................................ Lawrence County SWCD 
W. Ray Laseter ....... ... ........ .. ... ..... St. Clair County SWCD 
J .M. Sibley ... ....... .. ........ .. .......... Lawrence County SWCD 
Otto M. Williams ..................... Lauderdale County SWCD 

ALASKA 
None Reported 

ARIZONA 
Walter Begay, Sr. .. ........................ .... ........ Kayenta NRCD 
John Chapman ....................... Willcox-San Simon NRCD 
Nimon Hopkins ................... : ...... Whitewater Draw NRCD 

ARKANSAS 
None Reported 

CAUFORNIA 
None Reported 

COLORADO 
Kirk Hanna ........................ : ......... .. Central Colorado SCD 
Gunner Herskind ..................... ........ .. .... East Ada ins SCD 
F.F. "Cotty" Phelps .......................... .. Turkey Creek SCD 
Marvin Salvador ............ ............... .. ...... ..... ....... Yuma SCD 

CONNECTICUT 
None Reported 

DELAWARE 
None Reported 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
None Reported 

FLORIDA 
None Reported 

GEORGIA 
Paul Branch 
Louis Burnett 
W.Y. "Buck" Johnson 
Abe T. Minchew, Jr.* 

GUAM 
None Reported 

HAWAII 
None Reported 

IDAHO 
Kriss Blanchard ...................... ......... ....... Yellowstone SCD 
Grant Winslow Carlson .. .... .. .............. Snake River SWCD 
Kent Christensen ......................... ..... North Bingham SCD 
Ellis Fuller ....... ..... ...................................... Twin Falls SCD 
John F. Grubb ............................................ Oneida SWCD 
Dick Haderlie ....... .............................. .... . East Side SWCD 
Robert Hull ... ............................................. Franklin SWCD 
Harten J . Kienlen ........................... .. ...... East Side SWCD 
Don Kramer ... ................................... Balanced Rock SCD 
Harold Uedke ..... ... .. ............................... .......... Lewis SCD 
Warren 0. Ruen* .......................................... Bonner SCD 
Henry Sweep ...... ....................... .... ............... Owyhee SCD 
Boyd D. Thornock .............................. .. ......... Gem SWCD 
Walter William ...... : .... ............. ................... ... .. Gem SWCD 

ILLINOIS 
Harold Boudeman ...................... Tazewell County SWCD 
Robert Ellis ........................................ Ogle County SWCD 
Freeman Finley ............................ Massac County SWCD 
Hermann Gutmann ...................... Menard County SWCD 
Robert Hocking ........................... Wabash County SWCD 
Fred Horn ............ ..... ... ................ Wabash County SWCD 
Everette Kinney ............. ......... Kankakee County SWCD 
John Lorenzen ....... .. ...... .. .. ............ Edgar County SWCD 
Howard Majers .. ....... ............ ......... Adams County SWCD 
Don Manecke .......... ... .............. .. ..... Henry County SWCD 
Harry Newman ......... ............... ... .. Menard County SWCD 
Tom Nolan .................... ................... Coles County SWCD 
L.E. Shipley .................................... Edgar County SWCD 

INDIANA 
None Reported 

IOWA 
Fred Anderzhon ....................................... Fremont SWCD 
Cleve Bennett .. ........................................... Fayette SWCD 
Garland Byrnes ................... ................. Allamakee SWCD 
Gilbert Caldwell ........................................... Jasper SWCD 
Arthur Corman ............................. .. ..... Des Moines SWCD 
Orlo Erion ............................................. Chickasaw SWCD 
Ralph Fox .................................................. Howard SWCD 
C. lies Heady ........ ....... ........................ .......... Davis SWCD 
Veri Myers ...................................................... Story SWCD 
Carl Nus ............ .......................................... Fayette SWCD 
Tony Pottebaum .......................... ................. Sioux SWCD 
Rich Pytel ...................................... ............ Calhoun SWCD 
Thomas R. Utter ......................... ................. Louisa SWCD 

KANSAS 
Judson Barclay, Jr. ............... .... .......... .. Gave County CD 
Robert Borland ...................... ................. Gray County CD 
Edward Boyer ..................................... Meade County CD 
George L. Copeland ............................... Ness County CD 
William Coverdale ......... : ............ .. .. .. Jackson County CD 
John A. Delange ... ........... .............. Crawford County CD 
Jim Dixson ......................................... Rawlins County CD 
Thomas W. Frisbie .......................... Jefferson County CD 
William H. Gudde ................................ Wilson County CD 
Edwin Habiger ......................................... Rice County CD 
George Harlan .. .................................... Miami County CD 
George Harmon ....... ........ ............. .. Ellsworth County CD 
Paul W. Hensleigh ............... .. .......... Jefferson County CD 
John Huber ........................ .. ............. Sheriden County CD 
James H. Johnston .................. .............. Clay County CD 
Harold J. Kotapish ..................... ... .... Marshall County CD 
Clarence Longabach .. ........... ......... Shawnee County CD 
William E. "Bud" Mercer ............... Cherokee County CD 
K.l. Portenier ........................... ............... Cloud County CD 
Donald G. Rutherford ..................... Crawford County CD 
Everett Rogg ............................. .......... Russell County CD 
Eugene Shockley ... ............................. Wilson County CD 
William F. Torline ............. ....................... Ford County CD 
Marvin Turner ..... ... ........ ........ .. .. ....... Johnson County CD 
Raymond Vier ..................................... Uncoln County CD 
Alfred A. Wagner ....... ........................ Labette County CD 
Paul Zerger ... .. ..................... ... ...... McPherson County CD 

KENTUCKY 
C.W. Adams .............. .......................... .. Grant County CD 
Marshall Banta .............. ...................... .. Henry County CD 
Edgar A. Darrell ................... ........ .... Nicholas County CD 
Asa Hale .............................................. Menifee County CD 

John Heick ....................................... Bourbon County CD 
Elmer Hixson ........................................ Fulton County CD 
Bryan Jordan .................................... Marshall County CD 
Robert Lee ........ .......................... ............ Knox County CD 
William Miles .................................... Jefferson County CD 
Perry Newby ........................................... Adair County CD 
D.H. Noel .................................. .. .......... Taylor County CD 
Howard Preece ..................................... Martin County CD 
Eddie Vails ........................................... Russell County CD 

LOUISIANA 
George Bagley*+ ..................... Tensas-Concordia SWCD 

MAINE 
None Reported 

MARIANA ISLANDS 
None Reported 

MARYLAND 
I. Winterson Prout ........ .... .................. Anne Arundel SCD 

MASSACHUSETTS 
None Reported 

MICHIGAN 
None Reported 

MINNESOTA 
Herbert "Herb" Beer ...................... .............. Itasca SWCD 
Russell Birch ............................................. Wadena SWCD 
Walter Enzmann ............................ North St. Louis SWCD 
Clarence Ettesvold .................................... Stevens SWCD 
Ferdie Forfang ........................................... Kittson SWCD 
Harry Hanson ...................................... Pennington SWCD 
Glenn Haugrud .............................. West Otter Tail SWCD 
Wayne Hall .... ........................................... Douglas SWCD 
Isabel "Issie" Jensen ...... ............................ Benton SWCD 
Vincent Nelson ......................................... Norman SWCD 
Uncoln Paulson ..................... .......................... Rice SWCD 

MISSISSIPPI 
None Reported 

MISSOURI 
Betty Broemmelsiek ............................ St. Charles SWCD 
Olin Boyer ................ ................................ Scotland SWCD 
Harold Cole ............................... ............. .. Scotland SWCD 
C.L. Fondoble ........................................ McDonald SWCD 
Bernie Huff .................................................. Greene SWCD 
Roland King ........................................... McDonald SWCD 
Carrol Robbins ............................................ Marion SWCD 
Gordon Saunders ....................................... DeKalb SWCD 
Chester Tempel ....................................... Lafayette SWCD 
E.R. Webber ............................................ Scotland SWCD 

MONTANA 
None Reported 

NEBRASKA 
Paul Antes .................................................... Nemaha NRD 
Don Gaeth ......................... .. ....... Lower Platte North NRD 
Sieband ldeus ............................... .. .. Lower Big Blue NRD 
Dan Manning ........................... .............. Upper Loup NRD 
Ernest Meints ............... ..................... Lower Big Blue NRD 

NEVADA 
None Reported 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
None Reported 

NEW JERSEY 
None Reported 

NEW MEXICO 
None Reported 

NEW YORK 
None Reported 

NORTH CAROUNA 
Ralph W. Beane ............................................. Surry SWCD 
James D. Bellamy* .............................. Brunswick SWCD 
Maurice K. Berry ................................... Albemarle SWCD 
Dr. William L. Carpenter ............................ Gaston SWCD 
William Fred Cox, Sr ................................ Caswell SWCD 
Joe Silas Davis ........... : ..... ............... ....... Haywood SWCD 
Jack Landers ............................................ Madison SWCD 
Howard McAlister ............... ..................... Scotland SWCD 
Calvin R. Mercer, Sr .................................... Duplin SWCD 
Robert E. Miller, Jr ........................................ Gates SWCD 
Carroll Wade Phillips ... ........................... Cherokee SWCD 
Dan W. Phillips ......................................... Catawba SWCD 
Ralph W. Spivey .................................... Columbus SWCD 
Robert Neville Wiggins ................................ Swain SWCD 
George Luther Winchester, Sr.* .................. Wake SWCD 
Abner T. Winslow .. ....................................... Martin SWCD 
Norman J. Winslow ................................. Beaufort SWCD 

NORTH DAKOTA 
J. Benjamin Thompson ..................... Golden Valley SCD 
Chris Christmann* ........................... Adams County SCD 
Kevin Durick ....................................... Burke County SCD 
Jens Glad .............................. South Mclean County SCD 
Ralph Hickle ..... .................................. Oliver County SCD 
Lyle Hills ......... ..................... North McHenry County SCD 
Ed Houfek .... .. ............................................. Wild Rice SCD 
James Nelson ............................... Pembina County SCD 
Duane D. Olson ........ Eastern Grand Forks County SCD 
James Schneider ............................... Logan County SCD 

OHIO 
Norris Andre ................................................ Fulton SWCD 
Ernest Bishop .. ............................................ Vinton SWCD 
Don Campbell ............................................ Athens SWCD 
E. Darwyn Edwards ................................. Jackson SWCD 
William Preston Gibbs ............................... Athens SWCD 
Charles Grantham .......................................... Lake SWCD 
John W. Graham ................................ Muskingum SWCD 
Clifford Hoover ........................................ Crawford SWCD 
Chessman Kittredge ............. : ........ .. .... ..... Geauga SWCD 
Roy Kruger .................................................. Vinton SWCD 
Richard Lakin ................................................ Gallia SWCD 
L. Robert Uston, Jr . ............................... Pickaway SWCD 
Virgil Lough ................................................. Vinton SWCD 
Duane Martin ........................................... ... Holmes SWCD 
Virgil J. Meyer ........................................... Putnam SWCD 
Rex Moreland ... .. ....................................... .... Knox SWCD 
Worley Perry ................................. .......... .. .. Athens SWCD 
Floyd Phillips ........................................ .... Jackson SWCD 
Donald Sterett ..................................... , ......... Perry SWCD 
Bennett Swingle ................................. Muskingum SWCD 
Darryl Trigg ................................................. Vinton SWCD 
James E. Waddle ....................................... Fayette SWCD 
William W. Ward ........................................ Geauga SWCD 
Robert "Butch" Wyss .................................. Hardin SWCD 



~---------------------------------------------------------·-D_e_no_t_e_s_P_as_t_s_ta_t_e_P_re_s_id_e_n_t 
OKLAHOMA 
·Jack Dorman ................................ Oklahoma County CD 
H.E. Peters .............................. ........ ... Garfield County CD 
Ralph Wilson .................. .. .... .. ........ .. ...... ... .... ...... Bryan CD 
Walter Woolley ... ... .... ...................... Pontotoc County CD 

OREGON 
None Reported 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Hollis Morton ........... ... ... ..... ... .... ......... Warren County CD 
Joseph Seem ............... .. .. .. ................. Lehigh County CD 
William Stouffer ....................... .. .... .......... Blair County CD 

PUERTO RICO 
None Reported 

RHODE ISLAND 
None Reported 

SOUTH CAROUNA 
None Reported 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Alvin Anderson 
Urban John Arbach 
Phil Bjordahl 
Herb Evans 
Ernest Jasmer 
Dave Kitterman 
Dale Oxner 
Pamela Siedschlaw 
Art Sieg 
Marion Stoley 
Eugene Strain 
Terrence M. Williams 

TENNESSEE 
None Reported 

TEXAS 
Alvey Bryant ....................... ....... .............. .. Midland SWCD 
Kenneth Culpepper .................. Atascosa County SWCD 
George T. Dicken ........................... Hopkins-Rains SWCD 
Morris Hunt ................................. .. .. Moore County SWCD 
Joe Montgomery ...................... Middle Clear Fork SWCD 
Alfred H. Neumann .......... .................... ....... .. ... Frio SWCD 
Wilbert Seipp ................. .................. Uano County SWCD 
Dale Stockton ............................... .................. Delta SWCD 
Hubert Thompson ..................................... Hidalgo SWCD 
Marvin Waddleton, Jr. ....... ............. Smith County SWCD 
Elmo Watson ...... ...... ... ..... .. ... ............ Mills County SWCD 

UTAH 
None Reported 

VERMONT 
None Reported 

VIRGIN ISLANDS 
None Reported 

VIRGINIA 
None Reported 

WASHINGTON 
None Reported 

WEST VIRGINIA 
None Reported 

WISCONSIN 
None Reported 

WYOMING 
Dean Fox ......................................... Sheridan County CD 

Cover Photo by Julie Hagan, Cisco, /L, 
1998 NACD Auxiliary/NACO 

Photo Contest Entry 



Conservation Farmer Award­
Kim & Sandra Hewitt 

Kim and Sandra Hewitt own 
and operate land nortliwest of 
Morning Sun. They have 
installed and maintained water­
ways, field borders, c~ntour 
terraces, and several water and 
sediment control basins. He has 

no-tilled the corn and soybean 
rotation since the early 90's. 
They also maintain several areas 
for wildlife habitat. Congratu­
lations and the Louisa Soil and 
Wate-r Conservation District 
appreciates the work you have 
done with good conservation 
practices. 
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Give Trees 
for 
Christmas 

Seeking a unique gift idea for 
someone special this year? Check 
out the Louisa County Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
annual tree sale. You can order a 
bundle of trees now to pick up in 
April, ready for planting. This is 
the tenth year the LCSWCD is 
selling tree seedlings to raise 
money for soil and water conser­
vation in Louisa County. 

There are a variety of trees 
and shrubs for sale. Silver maple, 
green ash, red oak, Colorado blue 
spruce and white pine are sold in 
bundles of 10 for $12. Also 
available in bundles of 10 are 
lilac, red osier dogwood and 
nankingch-efl)'for:$10. This year 
th~ ~~GSWCD is also offering 
bareroot persimmon and gi~go 
seedlings for $2 each and potted 
Chinese chestnut, northern 
pecan, pinyon pine, and Korean 
nut pine for $4 each. Tree 
shelters and stakes are available 
at a good price. 

All these trees are between a 
few inches to as few feet tall so 
call the LCSWCD at 523-6411 
for more information or to place 
your order. The trees will be on 
sale till February 28. 



Landowners) need to 
_apply for Cost-share 
• Landowners have until Feb. 
5 to apply for-cost-shar~ funds 
from the United States Depart­
ment of Agriculture's Environ­
mentQuality Incentive Program. 

EQIP offers cost-share for 
installing conservation practices. 

The three statewide resource 
concerns are: 

• Livestock manure manage-

ment and grazing lands. 
• Soil erosion 
• Priority lakes, municipal 

water supplies, agricultural 
drainage wells and cold water 
streams. 

For information, call the Farm 
Service Agency at 523-6381 or 
the Natural Resources Conser­

. vation Service at 523~6411. 
.:!.-?? w~. ~C(f-



Lou.isa Co. Soil, Water Conservation 
takes orders for tree seedlings_ 

WAPELLO - The Louisa County feet tall. 
Soil and Water Conservation District Also for sale this year are tree shel­
(LCSWCD) is now taking orders for a ters at $2.00 each and potted Chinese 
wide variety of tree seedlings to be Chestnut, Persimmon, Northern Pe-

. deliveredinAprilof1999. Thesaleof can and Black Walnut seedlings for 
these young trees helps fund environ- $4.00 each. Potted trees average 6 
mental educ~tion anq soil and water inches to 2 feet in height. 
conservation in Louisa County. For more information on the trees or 

ForthepastnineyearstheLCSWCD to place an order call the Natural Re­
has offered bare root young trees for · source Conservation Service at 523-
sale in the spring. The sale of these 6411 before February 28, 1999. 
trees has raised thousands of dollars 
for environmental education. This 
spring the LCSWCD will offer the 
following bare root trees and.shrubs: 
Silver Maple, Green Ash, Red Oak, 
Black Walnut; Colorado Blue Spruce, 
Eastern White Pine, Common Lilac, . 
Red Osier Dogwood, and American 
Plum. . These trees are offered in 
bundles of 10. Each bundle costs 
between $10.00 (maple, walnut, 
shrubs) to $25.00 (Red Oak). The 
seedlings are between 18 inches to 5 



The Wapello_Republican, Thursday, January 21, 1999 - ·Page 3 
•. ees fiefps funaenvtronmentai 
:· education and soil and water 
~ conservati9n in Louisa County. 
·- · ·· - ~or the past nine years the 

LCSWCD has .. offered bare root 
.~ou·ng ' · tre·es for s·ale in the ·· 
··.t 
~ spring. The sale of these trees 
~has raised thousands of d~llats 
~for ~nyiroJ}mental education. , 
:~Thi~ spring, the LCSWCD wiil~ 

. $offer the follbwing bare 'root 
~ trees and shrubs: Silver maple, 
~ Gree~- . ~sh, R~d - Oak,, Blac~ 
~Walnut, Colorado Blue Spruce, 
~ Eastern White Pine; Common 
~ . . ·. ' 

~ 

are oetwec~esto5feet 
tall. 

~ <\I • .- ~ ' ' •"' 

Also for sale this year are tree 
shelters at $2.00 each and pot­
tetl· Ghinese· 'Che-s'tntft: J·Persim­
moq, Northern Pecan and Black 
wainut seedlings for $4.00each. 
Potted trees av.c~~ge 6 inc~es to 
2 feet ~ln hOigfih ·~~j • 

"p()~ .more irlfofination on the 
tree~~~ to place an order call the 
. Natural Rt;&Qurce Conseryation 
Service at 573 . .:6411 before Feb-. 
ruary 28, 19.99._, , . ; 

~ . 
f.· ' --~--~"·---'·-'--·~-==--~_,.____,_~_:..........!. __ __.. __ ~----· 



Regional Jile · 
Installation Field oav 

August25-26,1999 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Associated with 
tile research through Iowa 
State University Extension 
and Southeast Iowa 
Research & Demonstration 
Farm located near 
Crawfordsville, Iowa. 

Southeast Iowa Research and Demonstration Farm 
Kevin VanDee, Farm Superintendent 

Glen Peterson Farm 
Glen Peterson, Landowner 
Layne Twinam, Operator 

I 



SOUTHEAST lOW A TILE PROJECT 

The tiling research project is a cooperative effort aimed at tile spacing 
and is being conducted near the Southeast Iowa Research Farm near 
Crawfordsville. The location of the project is on private property. 

The study is being undertaken to determine an optimum economic tile 
spacing for the soils and climate in SE Iowa. The tile spacing project area 
will cover approximately 55 acres. 

Five plot treatments replicated four times will include a non-tiled 
treatment and four tiled treatments. The tiled treatments will include tile 
lines spaced at 30, 45, 60, and 75 foot intervals. 

The plot area will be cropped in a corn - soybean rotation. Yield data 
will be collected over the tile lines as well as between tile lines. Water 
tables within the plot area will also be monitored. Individual tile mains to 
each plot are being installed in the east replication so that drainage rates can 
be monitored. 

This study is expected to be continued for 6 to 10 years. 

No Tile 30Ft. 75Ft. 45Ft. 

45Ft. GO Ft. 45Ft. 75Ft. 

75Ft. No Tile 30Ft. GO Ft. 

30Ft. 75Ft. GO Ft. No Tile 
Building 60Ft. 45Ft. No Tile I 30Ft. 

Site 

Individual plots to be 500 ft. long. Total area taken up in the plots is 
about 45 acres. Each plot is about 1. 7 5-2 acres. 

I 

I 

THANK YOU to tlze following companies for their 
support of this research project. 

Advanced Drainage Systems 
Box 809 
London, OH 43140 
1-888-733-9554 

Altorfer Inc. 
PO Box 1347, 2600 6th St SW 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52406 
319-365-0551 

Bieri Construction 
PO Box 165 
Buffalo Prairie, IL 61237 
309-781-3290 

Contractor Machine Inc (Case) 
PO Box 1660 
Davenport, IA 52809 
309-794-5674 

Country Energy 
2303 285th St 
New London, IA 52645 
319-367-5369 

Diller Tile Co., Inc. 
PO Box 727, 111 E. Pine St. 
Chatsworth. IL 60921 
515-673-7020 

D. A. Drish Drainage 
2450 Sockum Ridge Rd 
Washington, IA 5 23 53 
319-863-8282 

Farmers Elevator & Exchange 
Mt. Union/Olds/Winfield 
106 Hwy 61 N 
Wapello, IA 52653-1337 
319-523-5351 

G & R Miller Construction 
120 McCreedy Dr. 
\Vashington, IA 52353 
319-653-2553 

Han cor 
PO Box 550, 38575 60th St. Hwy 3 W 
Oelwein, IA 50662 
319-293-3324 

Hawkeye Tile Inc. 
PO Box 527 
Jesup, IA 50648 
319-827-6428 1-800-728-6428 

Hickenbottom, Inc. 
2074 Hemlock Ave 
Fairfield, IA 52556 
515-472-4786 1-800-443-7879 

Iowa One Call 
320 LeClaire Stree~ Suite 1 
Davenport, IA 52801 
319-322-2400 

Martin Equipment of IA-IL Inc. 
3720 85th Ave. West 
Rock Island, IL 61201 
309-787-6108 

Mid Tech Services 
2348 McCloud- Hwy 63 South 
New Hampton, IA 50659 
888-260-5390 

l\tlidwest Drainage Consultants 
PO Box 727, 2670 Hwy 63 
Oskaloosa.. IA 5 2577 
515-673-7020 



Northland Trenching Equipment, Inc. 
PO Box 406, 100 Industrial Parkway 
Arthur, IL 61911 
217-543-4000 

Port Industries, Inc. 
6951 Cty Rd 326 
Palmyra, MO 63461 
573-769-3338 1-800-562-8713 

Prairie Ag Coop 
409 West Railroad 
Mt. Union, IA 52644 
319-865-1450 

Precision Intakes 
2064 Republic Ave W 
Monroe, IA 50 170 
515-259-2651 1-800-932-7611 

Prinsco Inc. 
116 S. 5th St. 
Thornton, IA 50479 
515-998-2529 

Quinn Equipment Inc. 
Box 293, 400 35th St. 
Marion, IA 52302-3816 
319-377-6377 

Raider Precast Concrete Inc. 
205 S. Gear Ave. 
West Burlington, IA 52665 
319-752-8266 

Rexco Equipment, Inc. 
PO Box 1528, 1925 Blairsferry Rd. NE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52406 
319-393-2820 

River Products Co., Inc. 
509 Kirkwood Ave. 
Iowa City, IA 52240 
319-338-1184 

Samson Enterprises, Inc. 
3338 320th St. 
Wellman, IA 52356 
319-646-2632 

Springfield Plastics, Inc. 
7300 W. State Route 104 
Auburn, IL 62615 
217-438-6167 1-800-252-3361 

Springsteen Tiling, Inc. 
Box 194 
Morning S~ IA 52640 
319-868-4156 

T C Tiling & Excavating Inc. 
1374 Gabriel Ave 
Wayland, IA 52654 
319-256-8721 

Timewell Tile 
RR#1, Box 5A 
Timewell. IL 62375 
217-773-3357 

Wilson Concrete 
1027 E. 4th 
Washington, IA 5 23 53 
319-653-5455 

Winthrop Welding Works, Inc. 
334 W. North St., PO Box 87 
Winthrop, IA 50682 
319-935-3385 

Daniel K. Yoder & Son 
Earth Moving & Drainage Contractors 

3344 320th St. 
Wellman, IA 52356 
319-646-6784 



Report to the Citizens 
of Louisa County 

Louisa County Extension, in 
partnership with Iowa State 
University, provides education 
and information to help the 
people of Louisa County become 
the best. Please contact Louisa 
County Extension and let us know 
how we can better serve you. 

Shirlee Werner 
Louisa County Extension 
Education Director 

Louisa County Extension 
319 Van Buren 
Wapello, Iowa 52653 
319-523-2371 

IOWA STATE 
UNIVERSITY 
University Extension 

Louisa County Extension: 
Helping Iowans become their best 
Louisa County Extension offers programs that support agriculture and 
natural resources, business and industry, communities, families, 4-H 
youth development, and extended and continuing education. Louisa 
County Extension program highlights include: 

Five 4-H Clover Kids summer camps held in four towns fostered 
cooperative learning and provided fun activities for 114 K-3rd grade 
youth. 

More than 389 farm families receive information on current trends 
and reports on the latest research in agriculture from the Agriculture 
Newsletter written by five ISU extension agriculture specialists. 

More that 119 farmers and agribusiness people received pesticide 
applicator training and 15 received manure certification. 32 commer­
cial applicators received certification training via satellite. 

Over 500 youth participated in youth development programs assisted 
by 128 volunteers. 

Over 1400 parents of kindergarten, first, second, third, fourth and 
sixth grade children learned better parenting skills from Parenting 
Pipeline and Centsible Parenting newsletter. 

Focus on Family, a newsletter on family life, helped 332 families 
learn about resource management, nutrition, and parenting. 



Jeanette Dotson helping Curtis and Cassie 
Boyer, BLG 4-H club members, making deco­
rations for Louisa County Historical Society. 

Windy Stropes and her children were one of 
12 families who participated in Strengthening 
Families at L-M School. 

Child care providers benefit from programs 
offered by ISU Extension. 

Louisa County Extension 
is involved in issues that matter 

4-H Teaches Life Skills 
Citizenship is practiced by 4-H' ers in the 13 clubs in Louisa County 
through community service projects. "Through 4-H I have learned 
more about doing things for other people not because I have to, but 
because I want to," said Shane Mairet, Sure Catchers 4-H club mem­
ber, "My local club has done many different citizenship projects 
through the past years . We planted flowers and trees in our local 
towns boulevard, made hundreds of popcorn balls each year for the 
LCCB Halloween Hike, adopted families at Christmas, did highway 
clean-up, made baby blankets for local hospitals, and conducted 3 
blood drives in Wapello ." 

Parent Education Programs Strengthen Families 
Families from Morning Sun, Columbus Jet., Louisa-Muscatine 
Schools, Wapello and throughout the county have benefited from 
ISU Extension parent education programs. Families with teen, pre­
teen and early elementary age children have participated in Strength­
ening Families and Celebrate Families programs. Families enjoy 
spending time together as they learn communication skills , ways to 
strengthen family relationships and how to resist peer pressure. Re­
search shows that families who participate in these programs have 
reduced rates of youth substance abuse and negative behaviors. More 
sessions are scheduled in several communities. 

Family Nutrition Program 
The Family Nutrition Program is an educational program targeting 
pregnant teens and limited-income families with young children. Over 
110 participants learned how to stretch their food dollars and make 
healthy food choices. Families learn how to strengthen their commu­
nication, decision-making, and problem solving skills. Participants 
report after completing the program that they have better control of 
their finances, more family mealtimes and they feel that their fami­
lies are closer and communicate better. 

Child Care That Works 
Child care providers nurture children and help prepare them for the 
future. ISU Extension offers many ways for child care providers to 
receive training and learn how to be better caregivers. A series of 
checkout video packets, available at the Louisa County Extension 
Office, allow child care professionals to learn about topics such as 
guidance and discipline, and child development on a self-study basis. 
Extension staff help conduct workshops, a day long early childhood 
conference and other educational programs for training child care 
providers. 

Report to the People of Louisa County ----------------------------

4-H leaders, Denise Ryan and Trish Mohror 
participating in 4-H leaders training. 

Over 400 producers and contractors witness 
the start of the ISU tiling drainage research 
project. 

4-H Volunteers 
The strength of the 4-H program in Louisa County is due to over 76 
adult volunteers who give countless hours of time and talent to the 
program. Janice and Terry Pugh give these reasons why they have 
been 4-H club leaders for over 40 years "4-H is in our blood. We 
both were 4-H members. Our children, Troy and Tara were both 10 
year members. We still raise 4-H club lambs for kids in the program 
today. It's great to see the kids start out young, watch them grow and 
improve their skills in projects and showing livestock. 4-H helps 
develop their leadership skills by providing them with hands-on ex­
periences. We like having club workshops to help the 4-H members 
learn new skills in different project areas. Most of all we enjoy get­
ting to know the members' families and having them tell us how 
much the 4-H program has meant to them." ~ '(<_(:5/ 

5 v0 c.:P eJ 
Tile Drainage Research Project Begins V 1'Cf :51f{Jf\
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A 45 acre tract adjacent to the Southeast Iowa Research & Demon-
stration Farm near Crawfordsville became a tile spacing research 
project. Four different tile spacings along with undrained check ar-
eas were installed. Several features were installed to enable data col-
lection to monitor yields, tile flow rates, and water quality. Donated 
labor, equipment use and tile was valued at over $50,000. Data col-
lection will begin with the 2000 growing season and will be col-
lected for at least six years. The knowledge gained from this research 
will help farmers make better economic decisions. 

Extension partnerships make things happen ISU Publications 

Strengthening Families and Celebrate Families programs are supported 
by a decategorization grant, the Area Education Agency and other part­
ners who help to provide facilitators, meeting rooms, childcare and meals 
to make the programs successful. 

Over 180 rabbits and poultry were exhibited by 4-H and FFA members 
at the county fair in a new building constructed by the Louisa County 
Fair Board. 4-H'ers, leaders, and parent volunteers along with Louisa 
County Farm Bureau donated new cages and labor. 

The Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention Coalition of Muscatine and 
Louisa County provides financial support for several prevention pro­
grams in Louisa County. 

Prevent Child Abuse Iowa, Louisa County Council received a state grant 
to initiate a Nest program for new parents in Louisa County. 

ISU Extension has a wide array of publi­
cations available at low or no cost. Over 
1,100 publications are available to the 
public on the extension web site. 
Popular publications available in the 
Louisa County Extension Office are: 

*Iowa Farm Custom Rate Survey 

* Pruning and Training Fruit Trees 

* Altering Recipes for Health 

* Data for Decision Makers 

*.Iowa Land Value Survey 

* Sampling Your Drinking Water 

*Understanding Children Parenting Series 

*Iowa Farmland Rental Rates 

*Questions about Composting 

--------------------------- Report to the People of Louisa County 



Extension Staff 
Louisa County Staff 
County Extension Director - Shirlee Werner 
Office Assistant - Karen Wiley 
4-H Program Assistant- Sheryle Stephens 
Family Nutrition Assistant- Jeanette Brockert 
Parent Education Coordinator - Lori Kuntz 

Specialists serving Louisa County 
Ag Engineering - Brad Woerner 
Beef- Byron Leu 
Communities - Gayle Olson 
Crops- Jim Jensen 
Family Life- Mary Crooks 
Family Resource Mgnt.- Gail Kerns 
Farm Management - Harry Tucker 
Nutrition & Health - Patricia Steiner 
Youth & 4-H- Gail Kerns 

ISU Extension Web site 
Now you can access vast amounts of ISU 
Extension information without leaving your 
office or the comfort of your home. Extension's 
web site has an events calendar and a wide 
variety of program information. The web site 
address is: www.extension.iastate.edu 

Hotline Numbers 
Answer Line 800-262-3804 
Questions relating to home and family 

Extended & Continuing Education 800-262-0015 
Off campus credit courses, non-credit conferences 

Farm-On 800-44 7-1985 
Matches beginning and retiring farmers 

Healthy Families 800-369-2229 
Prenatal health care questions and information 

Iowa Concern 800-447-1985 
Financial questions, legal issues, family transitions 

Pork Line 800-808-7 67 5 
Assist Iowans in all aspects of pork production 

Teen Line 800-443-8336 
Personal and health-related information and referral 

Visit Louisa County Extension 
319 Van Buren 
Wapello, lA 52653 

Louisa County Extension Council 
Telephone: 319-523-2371 
E-mail: x 1 wemer@exnet.iastate.edu 

The Louisa County Extension Council is responsible for planning, marketing, 
and delivering educational programs. The council prepares the annual budget, 
maintains complete financial records for the district, and maintains the county 
office. Council members are elected in general elections to serve four-year 
terms. They are: Gary Englert, chairperson; lrv Meier, Vice Chairperson; Brenda 
Dopier, Treasurer; Scott Rollinger, Secretary; Beth Allen; Tim Minks; Laurie 
Rudisill; Keith Trafton; and Eladio Webber. 

Left to right- Gary Englert, Laurie Rudisill, Scott Rollinger, 
Eladio Webber and Keith Trafton. 

... and justice for all 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits 
discrimination in all its programs and activities on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, 
disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital 
or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 
programs.) Many materials can be made available in 
alternative formats for ADA clients. To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write USDA, Office of Civil Rights, Room 
326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence 
Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-
720-5964. 

Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, 
Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. Stanley R. Johnson, 
director, Cooperative Extension Service, Iowa State 

University of Science and Technology, Ames, Iowa. 

IOWA STATE 
UNIVERSITY 
University Extension 
Helping Iowans become their best. 
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Tree varieties 
being offered 

People may buy young trees from 
the Louisa County Soil and Water 
Conservation District. 

The district each spring sells trees 
to raise money for conservation edu- j 
cation and practices in the county. 

Seedlings for sale this year include 
silver maple, green ash, red oak, 
black walnut, Colorado'blue spruce, 
eastern white pine, common lilac, 
red osier dogwood and American 
plum. 

The bare root trees are offered in 
bundles of 10, which cost between 
$10 and $25. The seedlings are 18 
inches .to 5 feet tall. 

For information, contact the dis­
trict's office at (319) 523-6411 before 
Feb.28. 1 1 ~ 
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Wapello man 
planting trees for 
evaluation 

This Spring, landowners will 
see that tree crops can be a highly 
profitable and environmentally 
sound alternative to com and 
soybeans. Tom Wahl, of Wapello 
is planting and grafting 1,500 
trees to evaluate their 
commercial potential. The 
project is funded in part by grants 

. from North Central Region of 
the Sustainable Agriculture 
Research and Ed u~ation 
(S.A.R.E.) Program and Practical 
Farmers of Iowa. 

Among the tree crops being 
. evaluated are chestnuts, black 
walnuts, heartnuts, Persian 
walnuts, hazelnuts, pecans, 
hicans, hickories, pine nuts, 

ginkgos, persimmons, and paw 
paw. Products from these trees 
will include nuts, fruit, lumber, 
veneer, fiber, fuel, feed, fodder 
and medicine. Potential income 
from these products may range 
from $2,000 - $10,000 per acre. 
Some environmental benefits of 
tree crops are less soil erosion, 
reduced pesticide and chemical 
fertilizer applications, and less 
use of fossil fuels. · 

Wahl will be hosting a field 
day at his farm on Sunday, 
September 14 at 2:00 P.M. 
Participants will be able to 
examine the plantings and learn 
more about the potential of tree 
crops. 



Backyard Habitat 
~; Program offered 
f. . Whether your backyard is s~all t ctty lot or five acres, you can provtde 
~ habitat for a variety of animals. Learn 
~ how at a "Backyard Habitat" program 
~: onFebruary28, 7:00pmattheBriggs 
: Civic Center in Wapello. 

Through slides, video and hand­
outs, naturalist Julie Ohde will present 
information on how to provide food, 
water and shelter to attract different 
wildlife species. There will also be 
handouts on backyard conservation 
topics including ponds, mulching, pest 
control, tree planting and composting. 

The program is cosponsored by the 
Louisa County Conservation Board 
and the Louisa County Soil and Water 
Conservation District. For more in-



Booklet helps landowners protect natural area:/"3C/oo 
Protecting Iowa's precious 

woodlands, wetlands, prairies 
and wild places just ,got a little 
·easier-. The- Iowa r Natural 
Heritage Foundation (INHF) has 
updated The Landowner's 
Options, a free guide to voluntary 
land protection in Iowa. 

The booklet features 
scenarios and explanations of 18 
legal methods ofland protection. 
Landowners who want to 
permanent! y protect their hatural 
areas - whether they wish to 
retain ownership, pass it on to 
others or create a public area­
will find suitable methods of 
protection. Options range from 
conservation easements to 
reserved life estates and are 

explained in simple language. of the booklet have been 
Many options provide distributed to landowners and 

landowners w!t~. <r?IDf~~~s~tionr . ,th~ pro~e~~i?n~ls . ~h? advise 
and/or tax benefill: ¥n 'atl~itPoR ' ~ tAeffl. Tlie 'l:!andb~niJ-I.:sflYjli'idns 
to the print version, an online waspartiallyfundedbyTheSand 
edition of the booklet may be County Foundation's Bradley 
found at the INHF website at Fund for the Environment and 
www.inhf.or~ the National Fish and Wildlife 

"Many Iowa landowners have 
natural or restored areas on their 
property~ special places they 
have protected· in the past and 
want to know are protected for 
the future," _Mark Ackelson, 
INHF president said. "Most 
readers are~surprised and amazed 
at the options- available. ' 

Since it was first published in 
1982, more than ,15,000 copies 

Foundation. J Other co-sponsors 
of the booklet include farm 
managers, conservation 
organizations and other private 
funds. 

For a free copy of The 
Landowner's Options, contact 
INHF by mail at 505 . Fifth 
A venue, Suite#444, Des Moines, 
lA 50309, by phone at 515/288-
1846 or by email -at 
info@ inhf.or~ 
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Julie Ohde and Wapello librafY directO~ Liewann Bryant ~th ne~ ~o~:bout 
household hazardous waste donated to area libraries. 

Books donated to local libraries 
Louisa County public and (HHM's). Common products 

school libraries ~ave added a like drain cleaner, paint, 
total of 42 books to their antifreeze and household 

-collections, thanks to a 
Household Hazardous Materials 
grant from the Iowa Department 
of Natural Resources. Library 
patrons can use the books to find 
information on reducing the 
dangers of the many chemicals 
used in homes. 

According to Louisa County 
Conservation Board naturalist 
Julie Ohde, most people aren't 
aware of the problems caused by 
the improper use and disposal of 
Household Hazardous Materials -

cleaners can become pollutants 
if they end up in the water supply. 

"We often think of things like 
industries and farm chemicals 
as polluting our waters. In reality, 
we dump pollutants down our 
drains and throw them into our 
garbage where they end up in 
landfills. We're all a part of the 
problem and we all need to be 
part of the solution," said Ohde. 

The new HHM reference 
books offer advice on many 

subjects from safer household 
cleaners to organic gardening. 

There are also several 
children's titles in the collection. 
While each library's selection is 
different, some of the titles 
include: "The Green Kitchen 
Handbook," "The Chemical Free 
Lawn," "One Less Fish,""Living 
Healthy in a Toxic World" and 
"Home Safe Home". 

Local cost share for the books 
also came from the libraries and 
The Monsanto Fund. The 
reference library project was 
coordinated by the Louisa 
County Conservation Board. 
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County receives FEMA funds 
Louisa County has been awarded 

federal funds under the Emergency 
Food and Shelter National Board Pro­
gram. 

Louisa County has been chosen to 
receive $2000 to supplement emer­
gency food and shelter programs in 
the county. · I 

The selection was made by a na­
tional board that is chaired by the 
FEMA and 'Consists of representa­
tives from the Salvation Army, 
American Red Cross, United Jewish 
Communities, Catholic Charities, 
USA, National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U.S. A and 
United Way of America, which will 
provide the administration staff and 
function as fiscal agent. The board 
was charged to distribute funds ap­
propriated by Congress to help ex-

pand the capacity of food and shelter 
programs in high-need areas around 

· the country. 
A local board made up of 

various entities will determine how 
the funds awarded to Louisa County 
are to be distributed u~der the terms 
of the grant from the national board, 
local organizations chosen to receive 
funds must 1) Be a private nonprofit, 
2) Have an accounting system, 3) 
Practice nondiscrimination, 4) Have ( 
demonstrated the capability to de­
liver emergency food and/or shelter 
programs, and 5) Must have a volun­
tary board. 

Louisa County has distributed 
emergency food and shelter funds 
previously through community ac­
tion. 
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Cutting pollution will cost billions in taxes · 
The Associated Pre.ss 

WASHINGTON - Cle~ning up the na­
tion's lakes and rivers won't come cheap. Get­
ting farmers to cut back on their fertilizer 
use, a major source of water pollution, could 
cost taxpayers nearly $3 billion a year, the 
government says. 

The $3 billion represents the annual cost 
of "green payments" to compensate farmers 

, for income losses they would incur in reduc­
ing their use of nitrogen fertilizer 20 percent, 

. according to a study being published in May 
by the Agriculture Department's Economic 
Research Service. 

The study comes as the Clinton adminis­
tration is taking steps aimed at curbing farm 
runoff into waterways. 

Nitrogen releases from Midwest farms are 

blamed by government scientists for creating 
a "dead zone" in the Gulf of Mexico as big as 
New Jersey. A recent White House study con­
cluded the best ways to repair the damage 
are reducing fertilizer use by 20 percent and 
restoring 5 million acres of wetlands to trap 
runoff. 

The Environmental Protection Agency has 
proposed rules that would require states to 
submit plans within 15 years to clean up 
every waterway that fails to meet water 
quality standards. The EPA estimates there 
are more than 20,000 streams and lakes that 
don't meet water-quality standards, includ­
ing long sections of the Mississippi and Col­
orado rivers. 

''If they are going to change our practices 
dramatically ... , there has to be some thought 

given to what you do to the economic well-be­
ing of agriculture," said Dick Newpher, exec­
utive director of the American Farm Bureau 
Federation's Washington office. "That could 
lead to the need to have some kind of pay­
ment authslrity." 

The Agriculture Department's study con­
sidered several ways of getting farmers to re­
duce their use of fertilizers: 

• The green payments, which would com­
pensate growers for the lower crop yields 
they would get. The Ilayments would have to 
be worth 2¥2 times the cost of fertilizer to 
make it worthwhile for farmers, the study 
said. 

• A 75 percent tax on fertilizer, which 
would raise an estimated $3.3 billion a year, 
or regulations limiting fertilizer use. Neither 

idea is considered politically feasible, given 
the impact on growers. 

• A land-retirement program. Farmers 
would be paid $1.6 billion a year to take land 
out of production and to plant strips of grass 
and trees along waterways to prevent chem­
icals from running into streams. 

Idling land would increase commodity 
prices more than any of the other options, the 
study said. That, in turn, would drive up feed 
costs for live~tock producers about 2 percent 
and raise the cost of food to consumers by 0.7 
percent. 

''No one policy will satisfY all stakehold­
ers," the study said. 

The idea of using government subsidies to 
encourage growers to take conservation 
measures isn't new. 

Sen. Tom Harkin, D-Iowa, has introduced 
legislation that would set up a system·' of 

. "conservation security'' payments to farmers 
for doing such things as testing their soil to · 
see how much fertilizer they actually need. 
Farmers who don't do testing sometimes ap­
ply too much nitrogen. USDA already has re­
quested $600 million from Congress for such 
a payment program. 

''That concept of having incentives that 
support stewardship of the land, water and 
air ... is coming and it's coming fairly soon," 
said Ferd Hoeffner of the Sustainable AW,i-
culture Coalition. ~ 

The White House study said the dead zone 
in the Gulf of Mexico h s more than doubled 
since the 1993 Midwest floods, to 7, 728 
square miles last summer. 
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F.A.R.M. Library, housed at Keck 
Memorial Library, receives 
donation of 31 books 

Janet Williams, left, representing the Lousia County Soil 
and Water Conservation District, and Kathy Dice, of Farms 
Forever, are pictured with some 31 books recently purchased 
for the F .A.R.M.Iibrary, and with a $200 check provided from 
the Louisa County Soil and Water Conservation District, to be 
used by the F .A.R.M. library. 

Farms Forever, a local Shared 
Visions group, recently pur­
chased 31 books with a cost of 
over $800, for the Farmin Al­
ternative Resource·s"- Materials 
(F.A.R.M.) ibrary. 

Shared Visions is a collabo­
rative effort of Practical Farmers 
of Iowa, ISU Extension, and the 
Leopold Center for Sustainable 
Agriculture. Funding for Shared 
Visions came from a grant from 
the W.K. Kellogg Foundation. 

Members of Farms Forever 
inClude Detra Dettman-Easler, 
Kathy Dice (both are also assis­
tant soil commissioners), Jack 
Reif, Tom Wahl, Shawn 
Dettman,, Bryan and Jill Hobe·n, 
Bob Barnes, John and Lois 
Wanfalt, Gayle and Jeff Olson 
and Stan Tate. 

The purpose of the F.A.R.M. 
library is to provide information 
on non-conventional farming 

The F.A.R.M. library is 
housed at Wapello's Keck Me­
morial Library, but its resources 
(now 43 books, videos and cas­
sette tapes) are available through­
out the state. 

practices to promote farming 
diversity and sustainable agri­
culture in Iowa. 

Originally established in 
1997, the F.A.R.M. library has 
been enhanced with a recent grant 
from Rural Development 
through Forestry, administered 
by the Iowa Department ofN atu­
ral Resources. 

The grant was provided to the 
Langwood Institute for Forestry 
Economics, with partofthefunds 
used for this recent book pur­
chase. 

Yearly financial .support is 
also provided by the Louisa 
County Soil and Water Conser­
vation District. 
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Gre.n_t to aid Long Creek Watershed 
The Louisa Soil and Water Con- The funds from this grant will be 

servation District (LSWCD) has re- usedforthecollectionofbackground 
ceived a grant from the State oflowa information which is vital to the 
to develop a water quality project ~velopnient of support docutnenta­
based in the Long Creek watershed. tion for a water quality project, if it is 
Thiswatershedislocatedinthewest- to receive any future funding. The 
em part ofLouisa County and drains Louisa Conservation District has 
into the Iowa River, which flows hired Ed Allworth as acting coordi­
into the Mississippi River. The con- natorto oversee the project. All worth 
cems within the Long Creek water- has lived in Wapello all his life and 
shed are water quality, erosion con- has been in agribusin~ss for nearly 
trol, ·flood control, wildlife conser- 20 years. He has a CCA License 
vation and related nutrient, pest and (Ce~fied Crop Adyisor) which has . 
manure management. These issues requued him . to have extensive 
impact the water quality and are of knowledge of soil and water man­
concern to Long Creek, Iowa River agement. With Allworth, other re-

and Mississippi River watersheds. Watershed cont. pg. 9 

·watershed from pg.l 

Jated agencies and area landowners, 
LSWCD is confident that the project 
will'be a success. 

iii order to support this joint ven­
tu,re, the NRCS has provided ser­
vices and technical support from the 
District Conservationist, Connie 
Ramirez, and Soil Conservationist, 

. Deb Hunt, to assist All worth. 
This project is to be completed by 

June of2000. To gather appropriate 
information and develop this water­

.· shed project a series of meetings will 
be ~eld. Personnel will also conduct 
wa,ter quality testing within the wa­
tershed and make personal contacts 
with interested landowners within 
the watershed. 

Landowners or operators within 
the Long Creek watershed area who 
would like more information regard­
ing the project are invited to attend a 
Superbowl Kickoff Meeting at the 
C.J. Diner in Columbus Junction on · 
Thursday, February 3, at 9:00a.m. 
The DuPont Chemical Company will 
provide coffee and rolls. 



Hayes, All worth hon~red 
for volunteer work 

Nate Hayes (right) and Sean Allworth, member~ of the 
Earth Team Volunteer Program, are pictured with Ed 
Allworth, organizer, receiving their polo shirts for the volun­
teer work with NRCS. 

The Earth Team is an orga­
nized and recognized part of the 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) operations. 

NRCS employees utilize vol­
unteers for '\ wide variety of ac­
tivities. Volunteering has always 
been a cornerstone of America's 
soil and water conservation 
movement. 

Nate Hayes and Se.an 
All worth have volunteered over 
sixty hours each in recent 
months . The boys have per-

formed several different tasks, 
and have been a big help in re­
ducing the workload of other 
NRCS employees. 

Nate and Sean used their vol­
unteer efforts in many ways, 
such as water sampling, laying 
out filter strips, installing con­
tour buffers and working on the 
computer. 

For their hard work, Nate and 
Sean were presented with an 
Earth Team polo shirt from the 
NRCS. 

~di7/() o Wa.tft ~ e~ 
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linproving the environment 
\ 

is councilman's priority 
, . 

Wapello City Councilman Kevin Karr explained 
Earth Year2000 goals at a kick off meeting last Wednesday. 

By Connie Street , the "Year of the Environment." 
WAPELLO-Cieaningupthe Noble encouraged residents 

environment is too important to . tohelpshapetheire~vironmental _ 
give up on, says Kevin Karr, future by being a part of Iowa 
Wapello's Earth Year2000_. Earth Year2000 activities. 

ambassador:. · While some cities are 

'1·beiieve in this," he said. "I · planning major projects, Karr 
want to generate some interest. said anything that will improve 
We need to improve the quality theenvironmentwouldbeagood 
oflife and we can do it right here project, no matter how small. 
in this town." · Karrsaidthecommitteegoals 

At a kick off meeting for a are to identify issues, develop 
Wapello EarthY ear2000 steering projects and set time lines and 
committee last Wednesday night, action plans for anything that is 
Mayor R'oger Noble read a environmentally sound. 
proclamation deClaring 2000 as "My goal is to do something 

sustainable that wil.l continue 
through the years,~' Karr said. 

Bill Ohde suggested working 
with the Izaak Walton League, a 
group that plans to plant trees. 
The school is also having a 
cleanup project under the title 

Hometown Day. 
"We're not trying to get credit 

for what other people are doing," 
Karr said. "We want to gain 
strength from the people doing 
those projects." 

He suggested developing a 
program to get junk out of town 
and keeping it out. 

"There may be elderly people 
out there wh9 aren't able to do it 
by themselves," he said. 

Recycling education was 
another sugge~tion. 

Ohde also suggested teaching 
· peop_Ie about composting. , 

"It's fairly simple," Ohde 
said. "We could hold an 
education day on composting." 

Ohde also suggested · an 
educational program on burning 
prairie grass. 

Karr hopes schools, civic 
organizations, and individuals 
will get involved. 

"By the end of the year, we 
should be able to see that we've 
done something," he said 

Anyone interested in 
improving the environment is 
urged to join the group. The next 
meeting will be at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, April II, at Wapello 
City Hall. · 

Grants are available for 
it:tdividuals and organization. 

For more information, look 
at the Earth Year2000 Web Pages: 
www .earthyear2000.com 

Mayoral Proclamation 
Whereas, the quality of life in The 

City of Wapello is sig~ificantly 
enhanced by the' use, enjoyment and 
understanding of our environment and 
its natural resources; and 

Whereas, a high quality environment 
wilt entice more and younger citizens to 
be lifelong residents of this community; 
and 

Whereas, the future of The City of 
Wa~llo's natural resources lies in the 
hands of our citizens who understand, 
care and wish to be involved in the 
conservation of those resources; and 

Whereas, there are countless 
opportunities for residents to participate 
in environme~tal improvement projects 
in their homes, neighborhoods, work 
and school; and 

Whereas, I encourage all residents 
ofThe City of Wapello to participate in 
environmental improvement projects in 
our community; and 

Whereas, April22,2000, is the 30th 
anniversary of Earth Day, a day set 
aside to recognize the importance of our 
environment by thinking globally and 
acting locally; 

Now therefore , I, Roger Noble, 
mayorofTheCityofWapello,dohereby 
declare the Year 2000 as the Year ofthe 
Environment in The City. of Wapello 
and encourage all residents to help shape 
their environmental future by being part 
of Iowa Earth Year 2000 activities. Let 
each of us, whether at home, school or 
work, embrace our duty to learn about 
and care for our community's natural 
resources, and do our part to make the 
earth a clean, healthy and vibrant planet. 

I sued: This 29th day ofMatch 2000. 

Roger Noble, Mayor 
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Long reek 
Watershed 
Project now 

~.und~~y., .. "· 
On February 3rd the Louisa 

County Soil & Water 
Conservation District held its 
first meeting concerning the 
water quality program in the 
Long Creek watershed. Those 
attending the meeting repre­
sented landowners and operators 
within the watershed; Iowa DNR 
officer Larry Dessner, and Amy 
Allworth of the US Fish & 
Wildlife Service. 

Watershed Coordinator Ed 
Allworth, along with technical. 
assistants Connie Ramirez, 
District Conservationist, and Deb 
Hunt, Soil Conservationist, 
presented the program. Several 
topics of discussion, along with 
a survey that was completed, lead 
to valuable information and ideas 
for the study. 

Concerns within the 
watershed based on the surveys 
are water quality, erosion control, 
flood control, loss of nutrients, 
and pesticides. All worth will be 

.. testing for 12 contaminants and 
conditions along with pesticides 
once a month in the watershed. 
Along with the extensive water 
testing program he will be in 
contact with interested · 
landowners and operators to 
address their concerns over the 
next few months. 

He said it will be vital to 
gather all the appropriate 
information so he can suooort q 

document back to the Iowa 
Department of Agriculture and 
Land Stewardship if this project 
is to receive any further funding. 

Louisa Soil & Water 
Conservation District plans 
another informational meeting 
about the Long Creek watershed 
project sometime in late March. 
Anyone interested in this project 
should stop bythe NRCS Office, 
514 Isett St., Wapello, or call 
523-6411. 
I 
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Long Creek Go.--z~ 

Watershed 
Project underway 

On February 3, the Louisa County 
Soil and Water Conservation District 
held its first meeting, concerning the 
water quality program in the Long 
Creek watershed. People attending 
the meeting represented landowners 
and operators within the watershed, 
state DNR officer Larry Dessner and 
Amy Allworth of the US Fish & 
Wildlife Service. 

Watershed Coordinator Ed 
Allworth, along with technical 
assistants Connie Ramirez, District 
Conservationist, and Deb Hunt, 
Soil Conservationist, presented the 
program. Several topics of 
discussion, along with a survey that 
was filled out, led to valuable 
information and ideas for the study. · 

Concerns within the watershed 
from the surveys ~: water quality, 
erosion control, flood control, loss 
of nutrients, and pesticides. 
Allworth will be testing once a 
month for 12 contaminants and 
conditions along with pesticides in 
the watershed. Along with the 
extensive water testing program 
Allworth will be in contact with 
interested landowners and opera-
tors over the next few months to 
addre~s their concerns. It is going 
to be 'vital to gather all the appro-

priate information to assist Allworth 
in supporting a document back to 
the Iowa Department of Agriculture 
and Land Stewardship if this project 
is to receive any further fqnding. 

Louisa Soil & Water C nserva­
tion District plans anothet informa-

tional meeting about the Long 
Creek watershed project some­
time in late March. Per8ons· 
interested in the project may stop · 
at the NRCS Office at 514 Isett in 
Wapello or call319-523-6411. 



Long · Creek Watershed Update · 
Tbe first part of this study has been 

focusing on establishing base line water 
quality data. This data eventually will 

. become our measuring stick, so in the 
future we can measure our progress. 
So far, all the water sampling has been 
taken at low flow, non-run off affected 
conditions due to the mild winter we 
have had. Sampling under these con­
diti'ons can yield extremely low nutri­
ent levels, creating low reference 
stream values. To be consistent with 
other stream data, sampling should 
reflect a variety of stream flows, both 
run-off conditions. Hopefully, when 
the April rains come the stream should 
allow us a chance to test in run-off 

· conditions with high flow. 
The Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) is developing water 
quality criteria, which sh~uld be com­
pleted in the near future. Iowa will 
then be required to adopt EPA crite~ 
ria. Right now there are no national 
standards on monitoring water qual­
ity, so test results in the Long Creek 
Watershed are only guidelines estab­
lished by EPA. At this time the 
stream does not appear to be exceed­
ing any high limits of pesticides, 
nutrients or other conditions. How­
ever during this low flow condition, 
where nutrients are going to test low, 
Water,shed cont. pg. 9_ 
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Louisa County Pheasants Forever holds banquet 
By RICHARD W. PETERSON 

A big crowd, good food, and 
plenty of prizes highlighted the 
Louisa County Chapter of 
Pheasants Forever fund raising 
banquet on Saturday, February 5, 
2000. The function, held at the 
American Legion building in 
Columbus Junction, saw one of the 
biggest crowds ever, in attendance. 

Many prizes were available on 
the raffle table, and a very 
successful auction was conducted 
on outdoor prints and items that 
were donated or provided by the 
local Pheasants Forever Chapter.' 
The auctioneers, who provided the 
free service, were Bill and Eric 
Small and Jeff Story, and they 
really learned how it used to be in 
auctioneering when the P. A. went 
on the blink during the sale. The 
old auctioneering term "I' II cry for 
you" was very evident when they 
had to use their own "throat-

, power" for a time. 
There was plenty of pork loin 

provided by IBP, and prepared by 
CJ Diner, La Reynas, of Columbus 
Junction, PF members, and 
members of IBP management and 
staff. C.J. Diner also prepared the 
side dishes and served the meal. 

Pheasants Forever, a non-profit 
organization, has participated in a 
number of projects during 1999 
using money raised at the Louisa 
County banquet. Winter cover 
areas consisting of 4 projects over 
33 acres with~ total of 21,275 trees 
and shrubs being planted were 
completed at the cost of $2600.00. 
Nesting cover areas consisted of 8 
projects using 600 pounds of seed 
at a cost of $5400.00. Seed was 
also donated for 50 acres of food 
plots. In addition, $1000.00 was 
donated to Washington County PF 
for the purchase of Clemens Creek 
Wildlife area. · 

The Louisa County chapter also 
donated $1000.00 to Louisa Soil 
and Water Conservation District. 
Through partnerships , PF is 
forming with SWCD and Natural 
Resource Conservation Service 
through matching funds to create a 
total of $4500.00 to promote the 
continuous CRP programs. 

Louisa PF has also donated 
of its funds to Louisa County 

to develop outdoor 

classrooms for the continued . 
education of the youth in . the · 
county. 

A big thank you goes to all the 
people in the county, and 
surrounding counties, who donated 
merchandise and money, or 
attended the banquet to help make 
the night a big success. 

There were more than 70 
individuals who donated 
merchandise, service and cash, 
along with a big number of 
committee members who donated a 
lot of time. Special thanks are in . 
order for those who provided 
"Sponsorships" by donating a 
minimum of $250.00 in cash or 
merchandise for the event. The 14 
business or individuals • who 
donated these were: Louisa 
Veterinary Clink, Tri-Oak Foods, 
Terri Marinier, Dick Grinim­
Wyffels Hybrids, O"Toole, Inc., 
Dan. and Sue Vogeler, River 
Productsffony Crawford, Dr. Frier, 
IBP, Wagner Family Limited 
Partnership, Ted's Boat-A-Rama 
(Rock Island, IL), Skubal Electric, 
Mincer Ford, Inc., L&G Forestry­
Greg Wagner & Jackie Johnson. 
Also, thanks to IBP who won the 
Browning Gold shotgun in the 
sponsors raffle and then donated it 
back to be used for another raffle. 

For information on habitat 
projects, contact Habitat Chairman 
Greg Wagner, 25824 178th St. 
Columbus Junction, lA. 52738 or 
phone 319-728-7420. Free seed 
corn and sorghum for food plots 
will also be available by contacting 
Bill Ohde (319-523-8319) or by · 
stopping by the DNR office in 

· Wapello to set up a time and 
location to pick up either of these. 

The quote of PF "let's create 
even more habitat in 2000," was 
greatly helped on the way by all 
those who partic.ipated in the · 
banquet for 2000 and hope for even 
more in 2001. 

The Ringneck Pheasant, along with other wildlife, benefited 
from those who sponsored and attended the PF Banquet on 
February 5, 2000. Money raised at the banquet will be spent on 
habitat projects throughout the county during the coming year. 
If habitat for wildlife and conservation of farmland is becoming 
a problem, be part of the solution by supporting organizations 
such as Pheasants Forever. RICHARD PETERSON PHOTO 

A puppy like this one got a new home at the PF Ban(JUet 
held Saturday at the American Legion Building in Columbus 
Junction. 1 GREG WAGNER PHOTO 
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One million 
tree and shrub 
se.edlings .· . .. · 
available 

With the spring 2000 planting 
season approaching, the State 
Forest Nursery has a million tree 
and shrub seedlings available. 
Landowners can still purchase 
seedlings for wildlife shrub 
plantings, riparian buffers, 
shel terbel ts and other 
conservation plantings. 

The inventory includes large 
numbers of Dogwood shrubs for 
wildlife area; Silver Maple, 
Willow and Poplar along 
streams, and Spruces and Scotch 
Pines for shelterbelts. These 
species can be used for several 
Conservation Reserve practices 
including wildlife shrubs (CP4D) 
and riparian buffers (CP22). 
Supplies of some upland 
hardwood tree species like 
walnut and oak are limited. 

For landowners interesh!d'iri · 
planting smaller areas, songbird 
packets of20 plants and wildlife 
packets of 200 plants. ;are· 
available. 

Landowners can easily order 
by calling the toll free number 
(800) 865-2477. Stock prices 
range from $20 to $40 per 
hundred depending on species 
and size. There is a minimum 
order of 500 plants except for 
songbird ($20) and wildlife 
packets ($65). Help restore some 
of Iowa's wildlife habitat and 
forests by planting trees and 
~ru~ . r 
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Soil, Water Commissioners set meeting ] 
WAPELLO - The Louisa Soil & Water Conservation District 

Commissioners will meet at 4 p.m. Aug. 3, at the NR~S Office, 
514 Isett. · 



SWCD offers scholarship I- 5 -~ 
The Louisa County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) has 

a scholarship available to Louisa County high school seniors who will be 
continuing their education at the college level. The recipient of the $350 
local award will also be entered into competition for scholarships at the 
state level in the amounts of $800, $400, and $200. 

Applications are available through high school guidance counselors 
and are due in the Louisa Count SWCD office by March 1. The local 
scholarship is made possible through the SWCD's environmental 
education program which is funded by tree sales to the public. 

For more information contact Janet Williams at 523-6411 or Julie 
Ohde at 523-8381 . 



The Wapello Rept 

Soil and Water 
Conservation District 
scholarship available 

( 

WAPELLO -The Louisa 
County Soil and Water Conser­
vation District (SW<:;D) has a 
scholarship .available 'to Louisa 
County high school seniors who 
will be continuing their educa­
tion at the college level. The 

· recipient of the $350 local award 
will also be entered into compe­
tition for scholarships at the state 
level in the amounts of 
$800,$400 and $200. 

Applications are available 
through high school guidance 
counselors and are due in the 
Louisa County SWCD office by 
March 1. The local scholarship 
is made possible through the 
SWCD's environmental educa­
tion program which is funded by 
tree sales to the public. 

For more information con­
tact Janet Williams at 523-6411 
or Julie Ohde at 523-8381. 
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Our Library Board wishes to thank you for the '!ew book 

Making Your Small Farm Profitable by Ron Macher 

purchased for our library in memory of 

Leroy Corey 

A record is kept in our Memorial Book and a book plate 
is placed in each donated book, showing the donor and 
the person to be remembered 

Librarian 
Keck Memorial Library 

119 N 2nd St. 
Wapello, !A 52653 



Water quality 
grant received 

WAPELLO - The Lou.isa in agribusiness for nearly 20 
Soil and Water Conservation years. He has a Certified Crop 
District received a grant from · Advisor license, which requires 
the State of Iowa to develop a him to have extensive knowl­
water quality project based in edge of\ soil and water manage­
the Long Creek watershed lo- ment. In order to support this 
aate-d- irt"'the ' west~rn pa1't" o'f' · joint ""Vent-urei the NRC~ has 

' ~ .~ r~""··r- .. l,. , , ·.~~rf~ or~~ - ·, ,_,....< 'r -..~r-·t ~ ~ I 
l!.ouisa County and drains irito provided services and technical 
the Iowa River, which flows into support from the District Con­
the Mississippi River. servationistConnieRamirez,and 

The concerns within the Long Soil Conservationist Deb Hunt, 
Creek watershed are water qual- to assist All worth. 
ity, erosion control, flood con- This project is to be com­
trol, wildlife conservation and pleted by June 2000. To gather 
related nutrient, pest and rna- appropriate information and de­
nure management. These issues velop this watershed project, 
impact the water quality and are there will be a series of meet­
of concern to Long Creek, Iowa ings, conduct water quality test­
River and Mississippi River ingwithinthewatershedandper­
watersheds. sonal contacts with interested 

The funds from the grant will landowners within the watet­
be used for the collection of shed. 
background information which 
is vital to the development of 
support documentation for a 
water quality project, if it is to 
receive any future funding. 

The Louisa Conservation 
District hired Ed Allworth as 
acting coordinator to oversee the 
project. Allworth has lived in 
Wapello all his life and has been 

Landowners or operators 
within the Long Creek water­
shed area who would like more 
information about the project, 
should attend the SUPER­
BOWL KICKOFF MEETING 
at the CJ Diner in Columbus 
Junction at9 a.m. Thursday, Feb. 
3. The DuPont Chemical Com­
pany is sponsoring free coffee 

and rolls. :2jo~ U'~. ~ 
- - - -
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pg. water quality issues and see if anyone 
the nitrate levels are testing a little bit has conservation proposals for their 
high and bacteria is present. With land that will help curb erosion and 
additional nitrogen fertilizers being protect the watershed from pesticide 
applied to farm ground this spring; _ and nutrient run-off. 
nitrate levels could increase, espe- Right now the project is on sched­
cially during a run-off condition. A ule for final documentation back to 
goodnutrientmanagementplaniscriti- the state in June of this year. The 
cal to help control nitrates and phos- watershed coordinator, Ed All worth 
phates, but may not be enough to meet feels this project could bring an op­
EPA standards in the fu~re. Addi- portunityforLouisaCountylandown­
tional conservation practices such as ers to receive incentives to be envi­
no-till farming, building terraces, in- ronmentally responsible and at the · 
stalling sediment basins, adding buffer same time protect our natural re­
zones 'or filter strips may be needed to sources. The watershed committee 
help soil erosion and filter water. willhaveanotherinformationalmeet-

The next important phase of the ing later in April. An~one interested 
· project will be individual contacts with in water quality is encouraged to come 

landowners and operators in the wa- and share his or her thoughts and 
tershed, along with continuous water · ideas. Also, you are welcome to stop 
monitoring during th'e months of April by the Natural Resources Conserva­
and May. These contacts will allow tion Office in Wapello. 
concerned individuals to comment on 1 n. _ L 1 ~ _ ..... T • • 
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to create a backyard 
habitat for wildlife 

WAPELLO -Whether your 
backyard is a small city lot or 
five acres, you can provide habi­
tat for a variety of animals. 
Learn how at a "Backyard Habi­
tat" program at 7 p.m. Monday, 
Feb. 28, at the Briggs Civic 
Center in Wapello. 

Through slides, video and 
handouts, naturalist Julie Ohde 
. will present information on how 
to provide food, water and shel­
ter to attr.act different w~ldHfe 

species. There will also be hand­
outs on backyard conservation 
topics including ponds, mulch­
ing, pest control, tree planting 
and composting. 

The program is cosponsored 
by the Louisa County Conserva-

. tion Board and the Louisa 
County Soil and Water Conser­
vation District. For more infor­
mation contact the conservation 
board at 523-8381. 
.·, . ;.;~~~ 



.. LCCB prepares to. offer local 
wilderness leadership program 

WAPELLO - Katie Dalton 
of the Louisa County Con­
servation Board will attend a 
wilderness leadership program 
July 15-22. This program will 
begin with two days at the 4-H 
camp near Ames, followed by . 

· five days· of canoeing in the 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area 

:. (BWCA) ofNorthemMinnesota. 
. The wilderness leadership 
: ·program will certify Dalton as a 
.. ··l~ader for similar youth trips in 
the future. 

The trip will involve 
everything from battling 
mosquitoes, canoeing and 
portaging, to learning about the 
natural history of the land and 
the plants an~ 'an.ip1al~ that 'ive 
there. It . will emphasize 
minimum impact outdoor skills 
and how to b~ a good lea~e~. 

Dalton plans to offer a similar 
trip for youth from L9uisa 
County and siirrounding' m~~s in 
2001. 

'., ... ... h -, , r " .. .. • 
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will be held in March. 
Players may obtain registra­

tion forms from Americlnn or 
sign up at the door. 

dogwood, chokecherry, N~ng 
cherry and American plum. 

The trees are offered in bun­
dles of10. . 

Each bundle costs between $10 
for shrubs and $13 for red oak 
and hickory. The seedlings are 

SWCD taking orders for between 8 inches and three feet 

trees and shrubs tallThe district also is offering pot­

WAPELLO - The Louisa 
County Soil and Water Conser­
vation District is taking orders 
for a variety of tree seedlings 
for delivery in April. 

The district will take orders 
for the follow~ng bare root 
trees and shrubs: silver maple, 
ted oak, pin oak, shellbark 
\ickory, blue spruce, white 
~\ue, red cedar, lilac, redosier 

ted persimmon, northern pecan 
and paw paw seedlings for sale 
this year. The seedlings will sell 
for $5 to $6 each, with each pot­
ted tree averaging six to eight 
inches. 

For more information · or to 
place an order, call the Natural 
Resource Conservatio;n Service 
at (319) 523-6411 before Feb. 
28. 



Wetland Award- Ivan Keller come up with a plan for his 
lva_n :s farm is located approx. wetland. He enrolled his wetland 

· 5 miles NE of Wapello. In 2003 into the Conservation Reserve 
·Ivan talked to the NRCS office Program (CRP) in 2002 and the 
staff about installing a wetland wetland construction was com­
on his farm. He had an area that pleted that fall. It is common 
continued to drown out on most to. see ducks, geese, herons, 
wet' years. The NRCS office shorebirds, and many ~ther _ 

·staff and US Fish and Wildlife wildlife species on and around 
Service worked with Ivan to the wetland area. 



Louisa County Conservation District 
announces 2007 award Winners 

Wildlife Habitat Award - . 
Jim & Betsy Evans 

Jim and Betsy's' farm is located 
approx. 2 miles south of Cotter. 
They own approx. 120 acres. Their 
farm is mostly timber. they are con­
stantly working to improve wildlife 
habitat on their property. Some of 
the wildlife conservation practices 
they have installed on their property 
include: 2 farm ponds, native grass 
and wildflower plantings, timber 
stand improvement, and wildlife 
food plots. They also have put up 
nesting boxes for wood ducks and 
other species. Thanks for all your 
hard work. Congratulations! 

Wetland Award -
Ivan Keller 

Ivan's farm is located approx. 5 
miles NE of Wapello. In 2003 Ivan 
talked to the NRCS office staff about 
installing a wetland on his farm. He 
had an area that contin~ed to drown 
out on most wet years. The NRCS 
office .staff and US Fish and Wild­
life Service worked with Ivan to 
come up with a plan for his wetland. 
He enrolled ·his wetland into the 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) in 2002 and the wetland con­
struction was completed that fall. It 
is common to see ducks, geese, her­
ons, shorebirds, and many other 
wildlife species on and around the 
wetland area. Congratulations! 

Conservation Farmer Award 
- Kim & Sandra Hewitt 

Kim and Sandra Hewitt own and 
operate land northwest of Morning 
Sun. They have installed and main­
tained waterways, field borders, con­
tour terraces, and several water and 
sediment control basins. He has no­
tilled the corn and soybean rotation 
since the early 90's. They also main­
tain several areas for wildlife habi­
tat. Congratulations and the Louisa 
Soil and Water Conservation District 
appreciates the work you have done 
with good conservation practices. 

Windbreak/Shelterbelt 
Award - Exxa Harris 
1:'~--~- ' ..::. • .&'--- !- 1 • _ _ _.._ _ __:~ ---

Jim ~nd Betsy Evans 

Ivan Keller Exxa Harris 
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Ivan Kellor Betsy and Jim Evans Exxa Harris 
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From left: Commissioner Mary Boysen, Kim and 
Sandra Hewitt and commissioner Lee Harris 

LOuisa County Soil and Water Conservation names award winners 
COLUMBUS JUNCTION, 

Iowa - The Louisa County Soil 
and Water Conservation 
Commission presented awards to 
county residents for their conser­
vation practices during the 
Louisa County Fair, which was 
held July 23-28. 

The following awards were 
· presented: 

• Wetland Award-. Ivan 
Keller 

Keller's farm is located about 
5 miles northeast of Wapello. 
Keller worked with the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service to install a wetland on 
his farm where an area contin­
ued to drown out on most wet 
years. Keller enrolled his wetland 
into the Conservation Reserve 
Program in 2002 and the wet­
land construction was completed 

that fall. It is common to see ·. on their property includes two 
ducks, geese, herons, shorebirds, · farm ponds, native grass and 
and many other wildlife species ·. wildflower plantings, timber 
on and around the wetland area. stand improvement, and wildlife 

• Wildlife Habitat Award- food plots. They also have put up 
Jim and Betsy Evans nestfug boxes for wood ducks 

The Evans farm is located . and other species. 
about 2 miles south of Cotter. • Wmdbreak/Shelterbelt 
The·couple owns about 120 Award- Exxa Harris 
acres, which is mostly timber. The Harris farm is located 
Some of the wildlife conserva- near Morning Sun. A windbreak 
tion practices they have installed . was planted from volunteer trees 

from two other windbreaks on 
her farm. These windbreaks 
were planted by her husbands's 
father. Lee Harris, a current dis­
trict commissioner and Exxa's 
son, helped gather the history on 
the older windbreak, which is 
white cedar or arborvitae trees. 
It was planted by Lee's brother, 
Max Harris, in the early to mid 
1950s. 

• Conservation Farmer 

Award- Kim and Sandra Hewitt 
Kim and Sandra Hewitt own 

and operate land northwest of 
Morning Sun They have installed 
and maintained waterways, field 
borders, contour terraces, and ' 
several water and sediment con­
trol basins. Kim Hewitt has no­
tilled the corn and soybean rota­
tion since the early 1990s. They 
also maintain several areas for 
wildlife habitat. 





EVENING PASTURE WALK 
Farms Forever will have its last Evening Entree informational 

session for persons interested in alternative agriculture at the farms 
of Roger and Marrianne Hunt and Tom and Janet Utter on August 
21 from 6 to 8 p.m. Topics will include rotational grazing and crafts 
from the farm. 

Afree ribeye steak dinner will follow the sessions to help cel­
ebrate the Louisa County Soil and Water Conservation District's 
50th anniversary. Childcare will be provided free for the evening. 

Events will begin at the Hunt farm located 5 miles east of 
Columbus Jet., and 1 mile north of Hwy 92 on "0" Ave. (Watch for 
signs). 

For more information please call Kathy Dice at 729-5905. 



Exxa Harris wins Louisa 
County Soil and Water 
Conservation District Award 

Windbreak/ShelterbeltAward and Exxa's son helped gather the 
- Exxa Harris history on this windbreak. It is 

Exxa's farm is located near white cedar or arborvitae trees. 
Morning Sun, Exxa Harris 's They est_imated it was planted by 
windbreak was planted from Max Harris, a son of Exxa in the · 
volunteer trees from two other early to mid 50's. Congratula­
windbreaks on her farm. These tions and we appreciate the 
windbreaks were planted by her many years you have kept your 
husbands's father. Lee Harris, a windbreak going. 
current district commissioner 



Riverbank improvement nearly 
completed at Wapello 
by Jan Rees After checking the balance remain-
Gazette Staff' ing in the city account fot the ce~ter, 
Mike Hart ofHart-Frederick brought Dotson s~d most of the $6000. which 

the Wapello city council up to date on remains will be needed for heat and 
theriverbankprojecteastofthe Briggs cleaning. This would make it neces-
Center,atThursdayevening'~~ouncil sary to wait unt.U the new budget 
meeting. Installation of guard mils period begins to start improvements. 
~d seeding remain to ·be finished. · Jim Moore admitted that "I blew 
Those items will be completed this the budget with the air conditioner.", 
spring and Hart forsees the project which was install.ed last summer. He 
being closed in May. "We had a good suggested that the budget could be. · 
·contractor," Hart said, "He did a good amended to shift funds ·to tbe Briggs 
job." CenterJf needed. 

Hart encouraged the council to take Nancy Cardwell reported that the 
another city survey to determine popu- personnel committee had met and 

. lation, income of residents and to was recommending a 15¢ per pour 
obtain other information which would increase for city employees who are 
be needed for the city when applying paid on an hourly basis. At the ;Jan. 

' for future grants. Residents are not 6 council meeting, sick pay for these 
required to identify themselves in any employees was reduced from_8hours 
way on the survey, but the information per month to 4 ~uts pet mondl. 1be 
could be very helpful. Although the committee felt that. the hourly in-
city conducted a survey about five crease would help offset the reduc-
years ago, ·Hart said most grants re- tion in paid sic~leave compensation. 
quest statistics which are no more than The council · voted to reduce life 
three years old. · insumnce coverage for city employ-
The deadline is early spring for soine ees from $25,000 to $20,000 becauSe 

grants in which the city might be inter- the city's ~surance earner does not 
ested, so it will be advantageous for guarantee coverage above $20,000. 
the council to make a decision on the unless additional paperwork is com-
survey in the very near future. pleted. 
Hart discussed two possible projects Jim Moore pointed out that city 

which the city might consider in the employees also receive $10,000.1ife 
near future. The .frrst was the shallow insurance coverage from IPERS. 
drain for sanitary service in the 'south · The· council voted. 6-1 to approve 
end of town near Oak Street. Esti- the change. Fisher w_,as the lone Nay 
mates to replace tlie existi"ng system is . vote. 
$300,000. Jim Keldgord informed the council 

. The parking lot at the school was the . that Bev Stevens has been appointed 
second targeted area fo~ possible im- · to the Pool Committee. He listed 
provement. The gravel base lot has several improvements whl'ch the 
"terrible drainage" according to Hart. . committee would like to have made 
It is estimated that the cost would be . at the paol, includi~g new benches, a 
$61,812 to bring a storm sewer to the · refrigerator to replace the present 
parking lot. . on~ ~hich isn't very reliable, and 
The school board, has consulted with possi'bly a new bike rack. Paint on 

Hart regarding ~e advantages and the sides and bottom of the pool al~o 
costs of various surfaces for the lot. needs attention. Mike Delzell sug-
fhe city council and Hart a~.ed that gested that . it is , probably time to 
it would be better to take care of the sandblast the entire pool to get rid of 
:lrainage problem prior. to the school :. the.layers of paint which have been 
'oard putting down a new parking . put on over time. This was a discus­
mrface. However,. no· decis~o~ has . sion item oDly, with no decision be-
leen made by either governing board, ing nuid~. 
leaving the students with a wet, soggy Steve Earnest presented the city 
parking lot on many days. with an insurance dividend check for 
Council~ Jack Dotson presented $1664. 

a list of needs for the Briggs Center. 

I 
\ 



A note of thanks to conservation-minded farmers across Iowa 

The environmental, conservation and sporting groups listed below would like to 
thank you and thousands of other Iowa farmers like you for your efforts in caring 
for land, water, wildlife and other natural resources. 

We realize that it is private caretakers of the land like you who are the key to natur­
al resource care in this state. The improvements over the past few years in soil con­
servation and wildlife habitat, in particular, are dramatic. 

Please know that we support your efforts, and are sincerely appreciative of your 
conservation accomplisl1~~nts. 

Sincerely, 

Ducks Unlimited, Iowa Chapters. 
Iowa Association of County Conservation Boards 
Iowa Society of American Foresters 
Iowa Trappers Association 
Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation 
Izaak Walton League of America 
Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture 
Pheasants Forever, Iowa Chapters 
Soil and Water Conservation Society, Iowa Chapter 
The Wild Turkey Federation 
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fJ!iese organizations support the conservation efforts 
across the state atuf fzave made 11Wneta'!l contri6utions 
to sfww appreciation to Iowa's conservation farmers. 
'I!iey are l(eenfy aware of the dedication of farm 
fami[ies wfw improve Iowa's coun~side. 

+ + + + + C\old level + + + + + 
D~APo"'t A91'"ictAitw··al PwdtActs 

3oh"' Deel'"e Campa"'}' 

Ze"'eca A9 P ... odtActs 

La"'d O'Lakes1 J"'c. 

McDo"'alds 

+ + + Silver level + + + 
Pio"'eel'" f-li-B.,.ed J"'tel'""'atio"'al1 J"'c. 

Natio"'al Pol'"k p.,.odtAcel'"s CotA"'cil 

Jowa Fal'"m BtAI'"eatA Fedel'"atio"' 

Mo"'sa"'to A91'"ictAittAI'"al Cil'"otAp 

Jowa So}:'bea"' Associatio"' 

• B ~'"o "'ze level • 

BI~Ae Cl'"oss a"'d BltAe Shield of Jowa 

Jowa eo ... "' C\l'"oWei'"S Associatio"' 

Jowa Jzaak Walto"' Lea91Ae 

Dekalb Cie"'etics Cot'p. 

No ... th ... !Ap Ki"'9 Co. 

DowcSia"'co 

Lwans recognize tfie efforts you lia;e 

made in soit~Gonservation and improvirzB 

water quafity in the state of Iowa. 

9\[garfy a[[ Iowa farmers liave made 

progress in improving the environment, but 

you liave been sefected as a farm famify 

wfw lias gone the e~a step. 

In appreciation of your conservation ethic, pfease 
accept tliis speciaffy designed pewter ornament. 



%e committee whic/i estab[ishea the Conservation !farmer Jtppreciation Program 
in Iowa e~erufs their appreciation to you ani thousarufs of other Iowa farmers 
for your conservation ani environmenta[ acmmp[ishments. 

Conservation !farmer Jtppreciation Committee: 
Iowa Jl.ssociation of Soi[ ani Water Conservation 'District Commissioners 

VS'DJI. Soi[ Conservation Service 

Iowa Corn (jrowers Jl.ssociation 

Iowa ![arm:, 131/ireau ']leaeration 
t' 

Iowa Soybean Jl.ssociation 

Iowa State 'University 'D(J:ension it . 
Iowa 'Department of 5tgricu[ture ani Lana StewardShip, 
'Division of Soi[ Conservation 

'US'IJJI. 5tgricu[tura[ Stabi{ization ani Conservation Service 

%e committee wou[if afso fiR!- to ac/(Jwwfetfge the support of the many businesses 
ani meaia, as we[[ as other conservation organizations, induaing 'R._egion 7 of the 
'U.S. 'Environmenta[ Protection 5Igency. 
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