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SOIL STEW RRDSHIP WEEK J IDRY1 - 11 
USDA CAUTIONS 

rilrmer> plann•ng to plant corn 
or StJI(IJeons th1s sprmg on 111ghly 
ert<l1ble grdssland or woodland 
may Nanl to reconsider, USDA 
ofnc1als Sl1y They diSO C6ullon 
farmers who plan to dram 
Nellanas for crop prooucuon 

Tile reason tne 1985 farm 
B II mcluood "saJbuster and 
"~.Yof!lpbus\er" pr OVISIOfiS \hal 

11 ~ mare a farmer tnehglb le for 
r.tr1er USDA benefits for I '1B6 and 
r ... ture {ears 1f he converts 
Ntllanm or highly erodible 
yrc!Ssl&nd to woodland to cropland 

"The salbuster and 
S.Vdlllpbuster provts1ons cf the 
Farm 5•11 went l'tlo effect last 
Dtcember 23, when the President 
s gned it•e 0111 mto law as ttte Food 
~ur lly ACt of 1985," Sit)'S Mike 
Nethery, Slate Conservaltomsl for 
the &nl ConservatiOn verv 1ce tn 
IOWO 

There hasn't been much 
publicity about the delotls of how 
tr,e prov1s1ons will be 
OOinlntstered because USDA nas 
o~::en struwlmg to get feed gram, 
conservat 10n reserve. and other 
programs runnmg," Nethery says 

n,ey 1 ust haven· t been able tJ 
get ltte rule:; 1n plt~ce. But the low 
IS there, and anyone who converts 
t11grt1y erodible ldnd or welldnds to 
cropland after December 23, 
19BS. could be subject to 
forfetting USDA program benefits 
for 1 9B6 and beyond: he says. 
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However, If \he highly erodible 

land IS farmed under a s011 
conservation plan and soil losses 
are ooequately controlled, the 
farmer would be eligible for other 
USDA programs 

Nethery says detailed USDA 
rules and regulaltons on the 
prov1s1ons should be pubtlshed by 
rr110-May "5tnce we oon't know 
the rules , such as \he e.< act 
dehntlJOn of htghly erodible land. 
we can't gtve specifiC mformalion 
to a farmer on what would make 
him mellgible for benefits under 
the lew," he says 

"But farmers need to know the 
law IS in effect, and that they 
cannot expect to get USDA oenefns 
1f they carelessly bre.3~ out 
established vegelalive cover such 
as pastures. grassland, shrubs or 
trees for corn, soybeans, or other 
annual crops," Nethery says 

He encourages farmers who are 
cons1dermg convertmg sleep land 
or wetlands from grass to 
rowcrops to contact the1r local 
Soil Conservation Service office. 
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For centuries men and women 
have offered humble thanlcs to God 
for the priceless g1rts of soil, 
water. air and sunshme which 
make oil livmg lhmgs possible 
Th1s gralitude by religious J)eople 
has been e~pressed m many ways 
over the years but 1n all 1ts forms 
ttiP.re has been a contmumg thread 
of emphasis on the wondrous 
powers of the Alm1ghty to create 
and to heal. 

There has been stress, too, on 
the umversal dependence on His 
grace for salvatiOn and for all good 
th1ngs 

The world as we know 11 could 
not ex1st wflhout a fruitful 
egr1cu\lure A regular harvest IS 
a cr1\1cat matter But nature. hke 
man, IS erratiC. Tr.ere are limes 
when the very elements seem to 
consptre agcunst a y1eld. 

Bad weather, ftres and 
earthquakes brought crop failures 
and Widespread hunger in Europe 
more than 1 ,500 years at}l The 
people responded and implored God 
for help in their suffering and 
pr1vat10n Rogat10n Days were 
established on an annual basis by 
u·,e end of the e1ghth century 

In our own country, the 
deciSIOn to set es1de a week each 
year to acknowledge before God our 
gratitude for Hts g1rts of soil and 
all the bountiful resources 
associated w1th 11 has met an 
evident need of a great many 
people The weelc--now known as 
Soil Stewardship Week--has 
bacome a special time to remind 
all people that these g1rts of the 

Creator warrant their best m 
creat1ve conservatiOn and 
considerate management. 

The Soli Stewardship Week 
observance, by its very nature, IS 
one to be jOined tn by everyone 
who shares a sense of persona I 
responsibility under God for the 
C6re of soi I, water and the other 
v1tal elements mak mg up our 
environment The pr1me concern 
of conservatiOn dtstr1cts, along 
w1th thousands of mvolved 
clergymen and laymen, 1s to 
encourage an ever-growmg 
parl1c1pal10n by Americans in th1s 
annual recogntt1on of the 
conltnutng 1mportarn:e of 
thoughtful stewardshiP 

"WIIef'e ///ere IS flO VISion, /!Jt 
people pertsll • 

Proverbs 29·1B 

SOIL STEWARDSHIP 

Land was the Biblical 
mher1tance of the human race 
Ownership even today embraces an 
ob hgahon to preserve and 
tmprove Those who follow ere 
entitled to a heritage whose 
fertility has been preserved and 
whose productive capacity fs 
mtac\. To fmd out how you can 
help contact your Sotl 
Conservation Oislrtcl and observe 
Soi I and Water Stewardship Week, 
May 1 to II 
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Assistant Commissioner Harold Linder 
jots a note at Commissioners meeting 

GRASSED BACKSLOPE 
TERRACES A POTENTIAL 

FOR WILDLIFE 
I : By Harold Lmoor 

Another advantage of grassed 
backslope terraces ts that tn the 
event or excessive ram, the 
terrace w II I not be damaged by the 
overflow of water tf the !errore 
outlet cannot handle it. 
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One or the problems In wildlife 
management ts provtdtng aooquate 
nestmg rover for pheasants end 
other ground nesting btrds. 
Roadside to roadstde tntenstve 
farming has eltmtnated the fence 
rows which were the only rover 
left tn many areas. In areas where 
terroces are neeOOd, the grassed 
backsloped terroce could provide 
travel lanes and nesting sites. 

If the terrace grass strip were 
mare Wtder. it would be more 
advantageous for nesting sites as tt 
would provide more undtsturbed 
areas wh lch would be less 
suscepttble to predators. These 
permanent grassed strtps could 
also be used as set aside strtps. 
The loss of productive land would 
be offset by the benefit of ; nsect 
control with predator insects 
birds and shrews. ' 

If the grass strip was planted to 
stiff stemmed prairie grasses, ,1 
could provide some winter cover 
espectally where terrace slopes 
face south or east. 

There is also the posstbilty of 
us1ng a seed producing perrenlal 
plant as a food crop along wtth the 
prairte grasses. There are native 
forbs that are compattole wan 
pratrte grasses that wtll provide a 
wtnter food source for game and 
song btrds 

Perhaps 11 Is not pract1cal or 
profitable to use land for onythtng 
other then the product ton or gratn, 
but from all indicattons our all out 
productton has a price we can't 
afford either 1 f we are gomg to 
pracltce continuous row crops on 
sloping land, we need more 
terroces and the cost difference 
between brood base and the grassed 
bacl<slope terraces wtll JUSttfy the 
cost or leaving a grass strip to oe 
used for wildlife rover. 

Pneasants end quail may not 
have a direct economic value, but 
very few farmers would deny them 
the gral n they eat or a place to 
ltve. A farm without a ploce for 
wtldl tfe, espectally our avian 
frtends, is mtsstng something. 

Terraces are more effective tn 
flaoos if there ts a strip of grass 
on the tnstde slope because tt wtll 
gtve more protection in the event 
of over topping Any gaxl grass 
wtth a creeptng rhtzomatous root 
system will work, but the 
greatest beneftt for wildltfe 
management would oe b I uestem 
grasses. Indian grass o~ 
switchgrass or a nattve grass wtth 
seeds There IS a word of 
cau\fon- -there are undesirable 
grasses, but there are some that 
produce seeds that hang on mto 
winter that could provide an 
emergency food supply. 

Along with grassed backsloped 
terraces, some odd corners planted 
to nattve grasses . trees and 
shrubs would provide emergency 
shelter for the protectton of 
wtldlife durmg winter storms. 
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MULTIFLORA ROSE 
COST SHARING 

Seventy- ftve percent cost 
shar;ng ;s still availaole a your 
distrtct so: I conservation office on 
cnem teals tc K i 11 the ~ose 

NO TILL CASH 
PAYMENTS AVAILABLE! 

The Des Momes County So1l 
C.Onservat10n Dtstrict 
cornmtss1oners have set astde 
nearly $5,000 of State 
Cost- Share funds to be patd to Des 
Momt!S County farmers who will 
no till some of thetr crops tn 
1986. The Dtstrtct will pay $10 
p~r acre up to 25 acres to farmers 
wno no ttll mto undisturbed corn 
stalks or 500 rover There wtli be 
no cost share on crops no tilled 
tnto soybeen stubble fiS there IS 

often no more than 25 percent 
residue rover following soybeans 
and the land may st1ll be su)ect to 
eroswn even 1f no ttlled fhe 
flelds must be preOOillinately "B • 
slopes or greater (approximately 
two percent slope on up). It ts 
allowable to kmfe m cmhydrous 
ammon1a prmr to no ttll plantmg 
a5 long as no It 11 coulters are used 
on the anhydrous app ltcator. 
Though tt ts not recommen!Ed, 11 
wtll be allowable to pasture the 
stalks or sod prtor to no II 11 
planllnCJ as long 50 percent of the 
soH surface rematns rovered wtlh 
restdue at planltng ltme and the 
field 1s not "unduly torn up· by the 
livestock Farmers will be 
allowed to drag harrow or chop 
stalks pr10r to no 1111 planting, 
wllh the warning to be mare clear 
that trns may cause the ground to 
dry out slower tn the sprtng and 
force a later planllng The crops 
should oe no tilled on !he contour 
for maxtmum benefit, however, 
tnts is not a requ1rement to 
parl1c1pate in th1s program. 
Farmers may culltvate thetr crops 
after they come up, 1f they so 
destre. The ftnal date to stgn up ts 
May 31 , I g86 S1gn up must be 
made prior to planting. Apply at 
the Sotl Conser vat ton Service 
offlce. Room 230, Federal 
Building, Burlington. RS 

FEWER TERRACES 
ELIGIBLE FOR 
COST - SHARE S 

As of March I 9 the Des Motnes 
County Soil Conservation Distrtct 
w i 11 be more restr icllve about 
cost-share dollars for terraces 
Henceforth, the only terroces 
eligible for cost-share money and 
technical assistance are terroces 
which wi 11 be butlt on the contour 
and whtch wtll be butlt on land 
wtth less than 5l slopes. 

The SCD <O:Jpted th1s policy 
cnange for several good reasons , 
rnatnly I) Terra."es not instalied 
on tile contour ttave no signtflcant 
effect on sheet eros tOrt, 2) 
Terraces bui It on land steeper that 
5jg slope have no stgntficant effect 
on sheet eroswn, 3) Grassed 
waterways control eros10n as well 
dnd are much cheaper In the past, 
terraces ~ave oeen seer. as the 

answer to almost all eros10n 
problems, but not anymore 

The SCD feels that tis 
cost -share money 1s more 
effecltvely used butldmg grassed 
'IIOterways and convtnctng farmers 
to alter the management of their 
farm. 

Many terraces the SCD has 
alread)t helped build, would never 
nave been needed if the land would 
have been contoured farmed, 
farmed wtth hBY In the rotatiOn or 
had reduced Ullage Some farmers 
see grasSed waterways as more of a 
nutsance than anythmg else To 
convince farmers to change tne;­
thtnk tng, the SCD ts putting thetr 
money where their mouth tS oy 
cost-shartng more dollars tn the 
future on woterwoys ond 
mcenttves to get farmers to 
exper1rnent wtth management 
changes whtch reduce eroston. 

The SCD ts happy to help 
farmers wi'IO are iostng soti illld 
care about It, so don't be ar•atd to 
come tn and see about cost- share 

money, or just for aav1ce !lui 
oon'l have your heart se ur a 
terrace There wtll still oe 
available cost-share money for 
structures which stabi llze t~ ~ 
outlets of waterways moktng them 
suCDlSSful where they mav r.ave 
washed out before 

The Des Memes (;ountt So·i 
Conservation Dtstrtct Commts· 
sioners have oeen entrustoo wt th 
your tax oollars They have been 
elected to public office by you 
They feel tl is thetr obltgatton to 
spend tnose oollars tn a manner 
that will save the most tons of sotl 
per dollar spent They want to 
take the resoonstbtltty to put some 
efficiency back into government 
proqrams Therefore they have 
taken tne bull by the horns and 
brought about these poltcy 
changes. 

t f you have any other tdeas or 
suggesttons to tmprove the 
efficiency of Sotl Conservatton 
Dtstrict Programs call 753-6221 
or stop tn the SCS office or attend 
an SCD meettng. 

Remember if you erode your 
own land or allow your tenant to 
erode your land you are only 
cheatt ng yourse If JD 



PRIORITY RATING Of COST - SHARE APPUCAT IONS 

~dVe I'JU won()'..red Hr<Stlslhe enter 1a used :o oetermme Hnetner state 
~ st.ar mg would be approved oy the soil conservat;on d1str ;cl. 
::cmm:~~\Orers? Ccmm 1~1oners and SCS ;taff ronsic!er • e ro11ow1ng 
"efT;~ •r. rr:or III'J l.totli deciSIOO ( prov1d10g tttt:re ore sufflc1en' IUnds 
:1 1c !ab ieJ 

Poss1bie Pol rots 
~erny of eros10n tnat w1 11 be corrected oy tne 0 -20 
;; ~Jposed structure. 

2 11 1: hngness to use component ur d;tlces thdt t.nng 0-20 
•,a: I :w;es doWn to tolerable loss llm1ts 

3 1s tnere 6 conservollon plan completed for the 0-20 
:nllre farm? 

4 .s lcncowner using ·un-tillcql pr<£lic.es on 0-20 
rruw)r Jty or crop jQilQ? 

5 '1amter.cnce :eve I of present structures mstalled 0-20 
wltn cost-share money 

6 11 111 syo;.tem De Installed os we recommend it? 0-20 
7 Is thiS apr 1or i'.y watershed? 0- 10 
b Cv..t benefn r auo. Cost 01v 1ded by acres 0-20 

~er.efltted as follows 
' $349 

$350-$449 
$450-$549 
$S50-S649 

20 pomts 
i 5 pomts 
10 pomts 
5 pmnts 

) $650 0 points 
?OSS.BLE POIWS 150 

:o'E r11m mum or 7S out of150 p01nts r.ave to oe scored:~ be consl:l­
er ~tor (.(.51 ~tJar1rog Thl5 Hql ~riNerol low pnor1ty appllt<>fll~ bemg 
appnu&d 1n tlmt~S of ifiN competition for cost- snare funds 

CONSERVATION TILLAGE 
IN IOWA 

Oli o •ormers lead tt.e r.atiOr. 10 
'lCres ~~ cropland planted wllh 
..01 -sav 1rog conservdllort Ul,c;ge 
metrf.llS. <n'lrdJr.g to a nat1onol 
.ur Vf:t ul lt 11~ procuces. 

ft.e ourV~I ~toows more than 12 
mullun acres or Iowa land were 
;:,tar:ted Wllro cono;.ervat10n Ullar,e 
tn 1985 The f;gure 1s for all 
. r ~p~ lrt~ludmg corn. soyoE:ans, 
srToa!l Jral r:<; and rcrage crops. and 
reprt:<.ents e 20 percent mcr&>Se 
Iron. i 984 and 1983 

'N~ , ~oow tner~; been a ;teaay 
~nc·ea:.~ m the use of conservatiOn 
lltlage oy Iowa farmers, and we're 
tod~ fll to 'X:e they r,ave the 
d1~tmct 10n or bemg number one :· 
sov~ r1 1~e Netnery . slate 
cor. sen at I Oms\ for the USDA SOli 
Conserva•.1on SP.rv1ce ( SCS) The 
~ works w1th the Extension 
Service . A':J:,S and soli 
con-;ervat mn d15lrlcts to make tne 
Jurvey annualiy w1\h the NatiOnal 
conservation T 1\1<1Je 1 nrormation 
Center m Ft Wft{ne, tnd1ona 

conservat 1on tlllar.e IS 1:fmed 
as any method or t 11lage that leaves 
at least 30 per cent or tr.e ground 
covered by the previous year's 
crop res1due after the new crop 1s 
pldnted 

Conser vat mn Ullage can save 
time. fue t, tatlOr, and 5011 ," 
r.etnery says "We expect the 
treM to reduced ti llage w11l 
mcrease- -especially he no- ti 11 
and n cge-lill methods, oecause 
tt,ey offer lhe most poten\lal for 
savmgs." 

No-till corn an!l soyoean 
acreage m Iowa has mcreased by 
more than 30 percent or the last 
three years. In 1985. there were 
-~22 ,000 acrlf.: of no-\111 , eight 
limes the acreage m 1980 

More thdr. a quarter of a 
m•llmro acres are now 
r\!)Je-tilled . a pract;ce growmg m 
popularity m nortn-central Iowa 
&&cause P•<lf•Ung on a r 1dge reauces 
wetness an!l ottler ~roblems The 
277 ,000 acres or r\!)Je·\111 m 
1985 was a 22 percent mcrease 
rrom 1984 

Mulch t11lage , a practice where 
d1scs , chisels or other llllage 
implements disturb the en\ lie sml 
surface m preparatiOn for 
pI ant 1ng, showed an mcrease of 
2.2 milhon ilCt'.es from .1.984 The 
mulch t111age methoo accounts tor 
the bulk or conservat 10n t llliq! 
acreage m Iowa , w1th 10.9 million 
.x:res m 1985 Most of those 
acres ( 9 9 m111ion acres) was on 
corn and soybean land There was 
an 1 8 percent mcreose m 
mulch-l111 acreage on corn and 
beans from 1984 

"Nearly half or Iowa's corn and 
soyoean acreage 1s now bemg 
planted w1th methods that help 
seve topsoil : SCS Agronom 1st Bob 
Dl!y(on SJ1ofS "The survey snows 
that each year, more farmers are 
reauc1ng the amount of ti lliq! on 
their cropland The crop res1due 
they leave on ttle surface protects 
the so11 from eros1on , and the 
cover offers some wildlife 
ber.efils. too," he says. 

"There ar ~ many benefits to 
conservat wn tillage:· Datton says , 
"and while the pace or adopllon has 
Deen fast, there 1s sull plenty of 
room to e><pano 1ts use m Iowa .. 

Clyde Scherer, a farmer with an opinion 

PROFITABLE 
FARMING NOW 

Clyce Scherer is a farmer south 
or Bur lmgton who owns 170 acres 
and rents out 1 i 0 acres 

Clyde says that ne has made JUSt 
as muetl In t~.e :ast two years as he 
ever ttas He's a farmer wt.o 
learns from exper~ence and pays 
an n 10n to !lis net profits Over 
the years . he nas r igured out o wl!'{ 

\nat works for h1m. 

F1rst or all, Clyoe beheves that 
a farmer must be d1vers1fied and 
have some crops. livestock. hay 
and pasture land. H1s rota\lon 1s 
root tne monotonous soil depletmo 
one of corn and soybeans. but he 
has ~ne to more clover and wheat 
W1th h1s corn-bean-wheat 
rotallon. Clyde th~nt(s he ts 
!lu1ld1ng a better s01l especially 
wllh troe mamoth clover mixed 1n 
w1th the wheat. "Mamoth clover , 
1n tne short run iS oetter than 
alfalfa. but alfalfa IS better in th~ 
long run for SOil building, he 
says. 

On his field tr~al last year with 
Martin Culik, who IS nfiN with the 
ExtensiOn Service 1n Wisconsin , 
Clyde found that he could save 
$10-15 per acre by not applymg 
more than 50 lbs or N per acre 
Th is year he figures he Will save 
another $ 15-20 per acre by not 
app lymg P and K on those SOils 
that are alreooy testing hign. 

The mamoth clover puts I 0 lbs 
or N 1n the ground for every mch 
or growth , or in other words , 
about ISO lbs. or N 

When asked 1f he ihought there 
was a dlffert:nce 1n commercial N 
and green manure N, he sa1d . 
"::Jefln;telyl" He has recorCed a 41 
bushel difference m a dry year 
where corn followed alfalfa and 
orchard grass versus a field that 
had corn ond beon~ the year~ 

before He says th1s difference 
w11i alweys show up m adverse 
weather years He's convmced that 
there is a d1 rrerence m 
ava11ab1hty and release of N that IS' 

put there by legumes versus 
commcrc1ai fertilizer He 
d1flmtely believes the green 
manure crops are super ior to 
commercial prooucts 

Another pomt Clyde brmgs out 
1s that 1\ 1s a waste or time to 
apply ferlllizer to beans the same 
year that they 61'e grown He 
notices some difference if they are 
fertilized the year before The 
only th1ng that w1ll help beans 1n 

hlS OPiniOn IS lime. "P and K 
ooesn't make any difference ," he 
sa1d 

'W1th the pr1ce of legumes, 
you can't afford NOI to use them 
today Mamoth clover at 80 cents 
per lb. or $5 60 per acre at seven 
lbs per acre 1s a rea! bargam. • 

Clyde says he also cuts back on 
his seed corn costs and gets IJ)OO 
yields from less expensive 
hybrids He cla1ms that his yields 
are just as good as the nigh priced 
stuff 

Clyde's rotat1on and fertility 
program are not the only reason 
for h 15 success He says that a good 
woman IS a necessary component or 
a IJ)OO farm operallon Clyde 
cla1ms hiS w1fe, Kft{, has made 
more by saving tnan what he has 
earned. "She can throw out more 
through the backdoor than I can 
brmg 1n through the front door: 
he JOk mgly proclaims 

"A farmer can have a oecent 
Income orr a 160-200 acre farm 
and own a IJ)OO hO'Jse and 
eQUIPment: Clyde believes "You 
can't ~ to South Amer~ca on 
vacat 1on but you can live decent " 

Some mteres\lng quotes from 
Clyde follow "Don't buy anyth1ng 
you don 't need. Try not to ouy 
tt,;ngs you can't uoo on more than 
cr.e tmng or ccerat!cn. Don't b:.,rv 
tuxunes Ra•se hogs and cattle 
[Jon'\ build a confmement , JUSt use 
a bucket and scoop shovel You can 
mal:e a decent living on a farm 
cause i've done 1t1" HB 

"V U ucN.Ls .,~ t'J"PTC~. I hnvr 
plmlJI qf u'Ork h~ C'(TU/d do." 



YEAR OF THE TREE 

Apr II 25 was Arbor Day m 
Iowa. P Ianting trees on Arbor Day 
has been a trooihon for many 
years and it insures trees for the 
future. Aida Leopold said, "When 
some remote ancestor of ours 
invented the shovel, he became a 
g1ver he could plant a tree. And 
when the axe was invented, he 
became a taker· he could chop it 
down. Whoever owns land has thus 
assumed, whether he Knows it or 
not the divme functions of creatmg 
and destrcrymg pI ants." 

In recognition of the many 
Important roles that trees play m 
the lives of Iowans , Governor 
Terry Branstad has declared 1986 
the Year of the Tree. The Year of 
the Tree signals the begmnmg of 
efforts to mform the public and to 
involve individuals, organizations, 
agencies and clubs in a cooperative 
venture to plant and mamtam 
trees for the future. DO 

Des Moines County Soil 
Conservation District commis­
sioners gave a tree to each 3rd 
grade student in the county to take 
home to pI ant. The program was 
started last year when a tree was 
given to 3rd graders in the 
Burlington schools. The program 
was so well received that the 
district decided to expand ·the 
program this year. Distr1ct 
representatiVes visited the 
classrooms of ell the schools in the 
county and distributed nearly 700 
White Pine seedlings. DO 

RESEARCH 

Chisel plows bury more than 
80 percent of soybean residue 
accordmg to a four-year study 
conducted by the Agricultural 
Research Service at lowe State 
University 

The study, conducted to 
determme the effects of different 
tillage Implements on corn and 
soybean residue, also showed tnat 
field cultivators ano some planters 
can uncover crop residue buried 
by a previous tillage operatwn 
This resulted In increased surface 
res1due of up to 60 percent 

· In adJ1lton, researchers 
concluded that saybean residue IS 

more easlly burled than corn 
residue and that m general, the 
greatest amount of residue is 
bur Jed durmg the first tillage 
operat 10n after harvest. 

For more mformatwn, contact 
Thomas S. Colvin, USDA-ARS, 213 
Davidson Hall, Iowa State 
University, Ames, Iowa 500 I I 
( 515/294-5723) 

"Ju...q hfJII' lurg~> a bHw rtitl 
yuu hut~"' miml!" 

ELECT ION 

The terms of two Des Momes 
County Soil Conservatwn District 
Commiss10ners, Wayne L 
Ertzmger, Burlington, Union Twp 
Hnd Leonard L Lane, Me!hepolJs, 
Yellow Sprmgs Twp , will exp1re 
at noon on January 2, I 98 7. 
Successors w 1ll be elected at the 
general electwn on November 4 

Any qualified elector res1dmg 
m Des Momes County including 
c1t1es and towns, 1s ellgwle for the 
office of commissioner, except that 
no more than one commiSSioner 
may be a resident of any one 
township Incumbent 
comm1ss1oners are Sherman A 
Smith, Burlington, Burlington 
Twp., Keith Renner . Danville, 
Denville Twp., and Donald W. 
Mathews, Danville, Pleasant Grove 
Twp., therefore, residents or tr1ese 
townships would not be eligible for 
office at this Ume. 

Prospective candHlates see~mg 
the office or soJI conservation 
district commissioner must file 
nomination pellllons 1n the same 
manner as for other electiVe 
pos1t10ns at the general electiOn. 
n.e offtce 1s a nonparllsan 
aos1t10n. Nommallon pelltions ere 
obtained from the County Auditor 
at the Courthouse A candidate may 
Circulate h1s own nommatwn 
petitiOn and must have 25 
s1gnatures or eligible electors. 
Tha oooollne for flllng IS 5 p.m , 
September I 0. 19B6 

Individuals elected 1n November 
1986 w11 1 serve a term or s1x 
years starting January 2, 1987 
Soil conservation distr1ct 
commissiOners set policy and guide 
the overall soil and water 
conservation program in the 
county. 

The Des Moines County SoJI 
ConservatiOn District office will 
welcome any mquir1es concernmg 
tne duties, respon5lOit1ttes and 

challenges of a so1l conservation 
district commtssJoner posllJOn 
Any of the soli dJstrJCt 
commisswners w1ll also be happy 
to discuss further questions. DO 

NEW APPOINTMENTS 

Des Moines County Soli 
Conservation DJslrJct 
comm ISS loners recently appomtf:d 
three adJttwnal assistant 
comrn1s~aoners James "Sam" 
Jenm~n w111 accept duties 
perlaJmng to ieg1slc>tive affairs , 
Barbara Bonnett, educallon and 
Ar Jyn Musc...elman. researcn. 
alternatiVe crops and education 
lhese appomtments are 1n additiOn 
to Bill WalKer, Roger GW and 
Harold Linder. Assistant 
comm 1ssioners accept 
responsibllity for certain tasks to 
further the objectives of the so1l 
conservatiOn district. TheJr 
appomtmem extends through the 
current calendar year. DO 

Sherman A Sm1th. Cha1rm•n 
Leonard L Lane, Vice Cha1r'T1an 
Wayne "Bud" Erlzmger 
Donald W Mathews 
Ke1th 5 Renner 

ASSISTANT COr-IMISSIONERS 

William ·rs,ll· Walker 
Roger <l•y 
Harold Lmder 
James ·sam" Jenn1son 
Barbara A Bonnell 
Arlyn Musselman 
Horace Sulton, Treasurer 

Howard Bright, Oist ConservatJOIII5t 
R1ck L. Shafer, Sml Conserval1omst 
D1ane D. Reed, Soli Conservaliomst 
Mark E. Fahseke. Cons r'echnic1an 
Dorothy DaVIS, DIStriCt Clerk, Soc 

SCS VOLUNTEERS 

Jamie Dehner, 5urveyer 
Kevin Michaels, Drafting 
Larry Nuss. Research 
Ruger Darby, Office Ass1stunl 
Max Hoplons, Office Assistant 

"\ \.E l./. 
PUT AS ~ IN YOUR FUTURE 

A TREE! 
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