gellnurs For
S Oﬂ'lce Lobby

wed( that effective I)uunhc( 16,
he Jobby of the Post Office in Eldora
Sl be closed at noon on Saturdays
Residents can reccive their mail in the
lobby from 7 a.m, 10 12 noon on Satur-
idiys: Mail placed in the outside box will
be picked 4:45 p.m. on Saturdays,
Tillman said.

Kappa Christmas Tree

“There are still red balls remaining on
the Christmas trec located at The Play-
ground in Eldora, sponsored by the
Kappa Omicron Chapter of Beta Sigma
Phi sorority. Residents are encouraged
1 | 1o sglect one of the paper balls which
| | contain the age and sex of a child and
something he or she would like for
Christmas, either clothing or wys. Gifts
are 10 be retumed 1o The Playground by
Friday, December 15 so that they can be
distributed by the Department of Hu-
man Services 10 children at Christmas,

Change For COATS

Harold Clark will be dfiving the
COATS, car December 11 through
December 28 while Harry Harrisonison
vacation. Clark's phone number is 858+
5804,

Holiday Vespers

A traditional Christmas vespers serv-
ice will be held at the First Con-
gregational Church in Eldora on Sun-
day, December l7al4 pm. wnwhu

| Weltz is accompanist and Kim Estes Is

naralor,

Spec ‘n’ Dicken Supper

The Timothy Christian School's an+
nual Spec “n’ Dicken Supper will be
heldon Monday, January 8. Serving will
be from 4:30 to 8 pm. at the Timothy
Christian School two miles west of
Wellshurg. More details will be an-
nouteed fater.

New Phone Number

There is a new telephone number at
the Hardin County Clerk of the District
Court office in Eldora. The number is
2328, The office isno longer acces-
hrough the county courthouse

County Courthouse
Sponsors Special Tree
The Hardin County Courthouse is
again decorating the courthouse Christ-
mas tree with mitiens, stocking hats,
scarves, and - new this year - socks.
These items will be distributed from the
county office building during the WIC
and Maternal and Child Health Clinicon
December 20 from 8 am. 10 4:30 p.m.
Anyone wishing 10 donate ilems o
help decorate the tree may bring them to
the courthouse anytime Monday through
Friday between 8 am. and 4:30 p.m.
prior 1o December 20.

Extension Council
Regularmeeting of the Hardin County
Extension Council will be held on
Wednesday cvening, December 13,
beginning at 7 p.m. at the Cheryl and
Max Clark home, 1121 Silgam Road,
lowa Falls ding 10 Ga'ly Stenzel,
Extension Council chairman,

$100 Scrip Winner

Della Peters of Eldora is winner of the
Jast of the S100 scrip prizes offercd by
the Eldora Chamber of Commerce
Christmas committee. She has until
Friday, Dece 15 to claim the pnze,
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things are bound to happen.”

considered to be at low risk.

here,”

decrease the population,

the living units that add:

STS Fights Only 'Tip' Of
Crowded Units Problems

Recent disturbances among inmates and staff at the State Training School
in Eldora arc just the tip of the iccberg of problems related to crowded living
conditions, accoeding to Steve Huston, STS supenintendent.

“"We've lost 44 beds of our regular living units due 1o the remodeling,”
Huston said, "Add to that the fact that we are 40-plus over capacity and

This week Huston added that they are encouraging social workers whg are
dealing with students about to reach their age of majority - 18 years - 16 see
if community placement can be completed carly.

"We know these incidents have called atention to the crowded conditions
Huston said. "It emphasizes the importance of our five-year plan for
making capital improvements and it emphasizes the need for 4 legislative cap
on the number of people sent 1o our correctional institutions.”

He noted that the staff at the training school do not have the authority 1o
move boys out of the institution, but can try to make changes which will
relieve some of the tension caused by the overcrowding. Some of those in-
clude changing staffing patters, increasing staffing levels while trying 10

The training school at Eldora received state-wide attention when the distur-
bances became public and the overcrowding was cited as reason for the fights.
Huston indicated last week that efforts were being made to contact probation
officers 1o consider the juvenile equivalent of carly parole for some students

“There comes a time,” Huston said, “that conditions are so overcrowded in

“In the as the

| staff makes no
built to hold 30 boys arc now housing 47 at a time

Huston wants to reduce the number in the living units 1o at Jeast 185 as
soon as possible - the capacity at the present time is 200, with over 240 in-
mates currently at Eldora. However, once the five-year capital improvements
plan is complete - if funding is available as needed - the total capacity will be
closer to 148, This would be made possible through the housing of some
youngsters at Toledo which is also undergoing some planned physical
changes.

." Units which were

" Huston said, “the over-

be somewhat uncomfortable.

crowding will continue 10 be a problem Itis n'ally a problem when we are
sent more kids than we have living spaces available.”

Huston said the incidents show a real need for a legislative capacity for
corrections facilitics, and working for that end is a goal for the next lowa
legislative session, Until the capital improvements are completed and a cap
placed on the number of inmates at STS, living conditions will, no doubt,

$500 Jackpot To Be Given
Friday; Homes Tour Slated

.h-hhmuwm
the map.

serics of s
Eldora Chamber of

Local shoppers have this week to
register for the jackpot prize in partici-
pating Eldora Christmas stores.

Also scheduled this Friday is judging
of the home lighting contest, to be com-
pleted by the Eldora Ambassadors. A to-
tal of $70 in scrip prizes will be awarded.

Special feature of the weekend is the
Eldora Tour of Homes, sponsored this
ywby Happy Joc's. The tour includes

six residences in the community and will
be held from 1 1o 4 p.m. Maps of the
tour sites are available at Happy Joc's and
these will serve as tickets 1o the tour

Home included lih year arc Ardis 0!
son, Tony Voss, Jacque Stonchraker, ch
Dye, Susie Jones and Gloria Scff

Everyonc in the arca is encours,
view the display of uniquely deco
trees in the Eldora mini-mall. Votc lor
your favorite with canned goods or paper
products. All itlems will be donated 10 the
Hardin County Food Shelf and the win
ning business or industry will receve
$50 in scrip as a prize,

Remember as well that Santa Clau

will be at Santaland at the mini-mall on
Friday from 6:30 1o 8 p.m. and Saturday
from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m,

MICA Capacity Grows;

500 Families

Mid-lowa Community Action (MICA)
has led its capacity 1o work with
families on self-sufficiency goals during
the last year. Reporting on behalf of the
Adult Policies Committee, Chris Hunter,
Grinnell, told the agency's board of
directors that because of the acquisition
of three new rescarch projects, MICA can
now engage approximately S00 familics
from throughout the five county arca in
family development activities.

Updating the board on the progress of
the experimental projects, Hunter noted
that the agency is beginning the eighth
month of operating the state-funded
Family Development Self Sufficiency
(FaDSS) project. One hundred twenty-
three female-headed families who have
received Aid 1 Familics with Dependent
Children (AFDC) benefits for two years
or more have been selected to receive
family development services under the
auspices of this project. Staff is currently
completing the assessment phase of the
family development process with the

Rick Dunn To
Chair Boy Scout
Troop Committee

Rick Dunn, who as a member of
Eldora Boy Scout Troop 334 advanced to
the rank of Eagle Scout, has retumned as
the Troop's Committee Chairman.

Now an Eldora attomey, Dunn replaces
Steve Throssel, who has resigned (o serve
as special liaison buwecn the
roop and troop as i

Involved

FaDSS carollees, assisting them in un
covering strengths of the family unit
upon which they can start to build their
futures.

He indicated that the state Department
of Human Services has identificd an
additional group of families with similar
charactenistics 1o form a control group
with which it'will compare progress to-
wards self-sufficiency made by FaDSS
families who arc receiving family devel-

interventions.

County Family Development tcams
are beginning 1o receive referrals for the
Office of Community Services (OCS)

projects, This project will
mecasure the impact of connecting fami-
lies with developmental services at the
time they first apply for AFDC benefits
The project afforded resources to provide
training in nurturing interview techniques
for the Department of Human Service's
income maintenance workers in Hardin,
Marshall, Poweshick, and Tama Coun-
ties. The workers arc now using (hose
methods (o conduct intake activitics in a
manner which reaffirms the applicants
self-esteem, and are referring new AFDC
applicants to MICA for family develop-
ment services.

Hunter explained the duration of time
these new AFDC families stay on wel-
fare will be measured against the duration
of time incoming familics sty on
AFDC in counties with similar populs
tions as the four counties, but in which

no m(u services are made

emphasis is given 1o scout advancement.
Throssel has been a member of the troop
committee for ninc years, serving as
chairman the past three.

Serving with Dunn on the woop'

commitiee are Tom Sawyer, Roger Krull,
Fergus Taylor and Carl Stevens,

The C¢ h Child Develop-
ment Program, which will combinc
family and child develop-
ment m 10 impact nincty-cight
families whose income meets or falls
below the poverty guidelines and which

(Continued on page 3)
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Market Beef Weigh-In__

Op State Conservation Awards
0 Gary Walters, Hardin SWCD

Ridge-ull Club and he has aucnded over
95 percent of the regional and stale asse
ciation meetings of SWCD

A long-time member of the Pine Lake
wildlife Club of Eldora, Walter is also a
former member of Ducks Unlimited, He
Wit active on the Hardin unt

Land Use Commit when it was in ser

vic
\\.m 15 15 a hfc-ume mer of St
ol Lutheran Church in fora and a
cr member of board of director
Al)(l\b yo Bank and Trust in Eldora. He
now serves on the advisory mittec at
Secunty Bank in Eldora
He is a six-year member of the board of
directors © n Hill Cooperative in
New Providence where b §
secretary for two years and ch. "
ong year
Walters is 4 member of the Hardin
County Farm Burcau, Hardin County
Historical Society, University o
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Waliers and his wilc, Ruth, have two

children, Mark Jeske, 29 of New Provi-
dence and Dawn Fratzke, 27, of Jesup.

Set For Hardin Youth

Hardin county 4-H and FFA mcmbers
are reminded that dates haye been sched
uled for the market beef weigh-in this
holidsy scason.

Linda Jass, 4-H and Youth LeSder, an
nounced that the weigh-in dates have been
finalized and are:

December 23, Ackley Sale Bam, 9-11

am;

December 29 at the Hardin County
Fairgrounds, 9 am. to 12 noon;

Dec r 30 a1 the Hardin County
Fairgrounds from 10 to 11 am

January 6 at the Hardin County Fair
grounds, 9 am. 1 12 noon

Cost to weigh-in the market beel ani

mals is 75 cents per tag and a parent or
guardian’s \\pnlun on the Market Beef

1D form

Any 4-H or FFA member who wishes
10 carry a market beel project and exhibit
at the Hardin County Fair must have the

animals tagged, wooed and weighed at

the stations prior to pary 15
Bee! project members who wish (o ex
owa State Fair can do so by

g the comrect box on the new
market beel ide
Members

head of ma

fication form

a
sieer or mirke hulcl Four head may be
shown at the county fair as

or more are in U ass class.
Addinonal info ion on the weigh-in

process is available at the Hardin County

Extension Sei office in Eldora

h Await Area Youngsters

deer awail young visitors al the Eldora Santaland at the mini-mall, Santa will be
vening from 6:30 1o 8 p.m. and each Saiurday morning from 9:30 10 11:30 a.m. at
here for the next twa weekends as he prepares for the ho liday gift

ded through the Eldora Chamber of Commerce (o
Friday evenings until 8 p.m. and Sundays, 1-4 p.m. as well as the week of December

hristmas planning commitice, who is



