Some of the New Deal policies were effective in creating some jobs. But a new
problem was coming out of the West, the dust storms of the winter and spring of 1934.
Actually, the first dust storm to hit Waterloo was on a Sunday afternoon in October of
1933. lwasdoinghomeworkforonedmyclassesatT.C.whenlmticedthewmsal
darkness outside. It seems like it was well into the winter before we had the next
encounter. Then they became more frequent and usually more intense.

Manyﬁm&sﬂwoughtheiatewﬂermnmsandﬁwwghmenmmofmy,me
dust storms plagued the band of states from Texas North to the Dakotas. ’
Dahlhart, Texas and Garden City, Kansas were frequently mentioned as being hard hit
by these dust storms. The day after these towns were mentioned in the news, the skies
around Waterloo would be filled with red dust, sometimes with a strong westerly wind
and other times with only a very slight breeze.

Onmewindydaysmerewouidbeaveryspectawlarviewfromtheroomson
the upper floors of the Science Building on the 1.S.T.C. campus. From these rooms
there was a clear view of some of the farm fields to the South and West of the campus.
During these dust storms there was continuous flow of dust as far as one could see.
Ground level visibility was very low.

Thespringmonthsof1934wereverydeﬁcientmrairiahandtheaverage
temperatures were much above normal. During these storms great quantities of dust
were blownintothebuildingsontheootlegecampusﬂntlnddoorsontheW&stside.
Irememberthepi!esofdustsomeﬁmesoveraninchdeep.

Not all of the unpleasant events of March 1934 were concerned with the
depression or the dust storms. The 1934 lowa State high school basketball
tournament finals were held in the new men’s gym on the 1.S.T.C. campus. in the finals
W&etkﬁgtrGWamrbOwasmmeetmedmerighsdndsﬁmnSbuxcny-lustened
to the game on radio. It was a very close game all the way. There were never more
than a few points separating the two teams. As | recall, the final score was 19 to 18 and
Sioux City was the winner. This also was depressing!

ldidnotretmntocouegethenextfau-Mysavingsweredepleted,b&tlsﬁ!lhad
the paper route and in the fall 1934 | found work to supplement my income from the
paper route. Iwasﬁredasatypeseuerhaprkﬁ\gﬁmatﬂ\epﬂmely's&ly'dten
cents an hour. Myspdingandpmcuationmusthavebeenoorreabewuseinafew
weeks | received a 50% salary increase to 15 cents an hour. Wow! | was rolling in
luxury - the paper route plus 15 cents per hour.

InAprilof1935Iwashfuedtoworkasadetkinadrugstaefortendouars per
mk-saxnspreuygood-&naweekwxsisteddahausmemy-mmsmme.
There was little time for any recreation.

In the last day of September of 1935, | went to work as a radio serviceman for
thetocalMomganeryWardStore.msmbettet;thepaymﬁ&OOperwee&M
youwereexpemedtobeinthestoreforabmnﬁﬂyhowsormorepefweek.

AﬂettwoyearsldecidedtoqmtworkingatWardsaMrenmtocoﬂege-
| envolled at lowa State College in Ames, lowa in September of 1937. This time |
wanted a career in electrical engineering. My experience with radio had lured me
away from chemistry.

Come the summer of 1939, my funds were again depleted and | found some
employment in a local radio service shop.

Hitler invaded Poland and what nation would be the next to succumb to Nazi
aggr&esion?Workbewnesiackattheradioshop;lwaslaiddf.
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