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5 is the rural residence of Mr, and Mrs, Willard Jesse in
ern Cedar Township. They built it in 1970,

ine fence lingo

AARLIE GEBHARD

‘irmg down a couniry road just south of La Porte City one day
wevial weeks ago | came Lo the lovely country home of the Willard

i steel building was erected on the Jesse farm last fall. They
approximately 600 acres.

family _HRemembering that |[lggd and his wife Lojs were
adlasi December Lor their soil conservation work. | decided
e in and visil with them. thlard was uway but Mrs. Jesse

in t’lulml. The award came to them for the conservation
dvm Lthey have carried out, including terraces built in 1974 and

was moest hospitable and invited me indoors
ol idie swas lurls mikd hul there wis one ol those raw early Spring
windls that msade tor disconilor!, aaidours

The home the Jesses liveoan is a new one having been bult only a
lew vears back in 1970, There is also a new steel building on the
Lurm which was jus! erecled last (all and serves as a machine shed

The Willard Jesse farm home 1s located on the north side of the
countny road but much of their land and added adpining acres they
tarm liesacruss the road lo the south. Later Mrs. Jesse pointed out
thme the location of some new lerraces buill last fall after previous
ones had been bull in 1974

The terraces extended into land the Jesse's farm which is owned
by the estate of which Noma L. Jebe of Ann Arbor, Michigan, is the
execulor, The land originally belonged lo her parents, the Charles
Rupprichs. She was honored ar the same time as the Jesses at the
special awards dinner held in Vinton last December which Mrs
Jebe's husband also attendéd He is now with the University of

Jesse has a herd of angus beef cattle a lew of which are shown
here ina field across the road from their home.

Michigan at Ann Arbor doing environmenlal research after star-
ling his carcer in Vinton as a corn-hog tabulator. The awards
recejved by the Jesses and Mrs Jebe were in thé nature of the
lenant-operalor calegory. They are presented annually to farmers
or farm operators considering to be doing an oustanding job in
conserving the soil. Mrs. Florence Rupprich, Mrs. Jebe's mother,
lives in La Porte City

Later after | had completed my visit with Mrs. Jesse I sought to
gel a picture of the terraces but decided to wail till some time later
on this vear after the crops are growing when such terraces
become more clearly outlined in the fields. They are easy lo see
now, however, and obviously represent a lot of work and a won-
derful improvement to the farmland. The terraces are both grass-
backed and the "farm-over' type with tile intakes.

The Jesses also have a hog production program.

The 1emperature

East of the Jesses is this large old-style countryv home on land
they rent. which is occupied by the D, Minard family. This was the
home of the late Charles Ruppichs.

Willard and his wile carry on a sizeable beef cattle operation and
a herd of Black Angus beef cattle was grazing in a field of corn
stalks just south of the road. When 1 remarked that 1 noticed four
“putsiders’’ wnong the Angus. Mrs. Jesse laughed and informed
me—hat esdange bull had been "‘associating” with some of the
cows and the four gray-looking animals were the result before the
infruder was discovered. The Jesses are also in the hog business
and all told farm around 600 acres of land. I was told by Mrs. Jesse
that their place is the original Porter Shaner farm and that she has
lived here all her life since the Shaners were her parents. The
Jesses have a son, Duane, who assists in the farm operalion, and a
daughter, Mrs. Kurl Grovert who lives on a farm not too far away.

The old Richard Rupprich residence, now in the estate, is
presently rented to the Daryl Minards. It is a large old-fashioned
lype country mansion, the kind thal aren't built anymore not so
much because they are out of style but because the cost would
ﬁunph he pruhlhltn.e
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