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8 1mes, Vinton, Iowa, Apn I 1, 1977 

11' is lht• rural r~'idence of :'llr and ;\Irs \\ illard Jes\t' 111 

•uorj ern <"~dar Tm111,hi11. ThE"\ buill it in l!liO. 

lh 

ine fence lingo 
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vmg dol\-n a country road JUSl south or La Porte C1ty one day 
al weeks ago I came to the loH~Iv coWltrv home of the Willard 

•• • 

'I • . s tt"E'I huildJng 11as 4•rected on the J«.'"'" farm la<ot fall. Tht') 
~~ 11 appro"mal~h f)l"l acrt'~ 

1 fam1ly Hememtx:gng that Willard [lnd his w.tfe Lojs W1tl:e 
lQQ •d last Uecpmher Cor thpjr soil ,.onseryal jon work J decided 
dr. e in and v1sit WJih them Willard was away but Mrs Jes.se 

and Willard J e"" are picturl'd here as they \\Pre honorNI 
istrkt ~onst'rvalion a"ard' l:~st December a t thl' recognition 

in \Inion. 11w award c;unt• to them for the conservation 
om th• 1 h;l\ e carrh•d out. including tPrrou·es built 111 197~ and 
oat P"to·ndt'd into th•· neighboring farm the) rent rrom :\Jr-. 
L. Jt'llt', t·~ecutor of the ("harlcs Rupprich t'statP. 

\\;Is mosl ho~p11able :~nd 10\'lled me mdoor~ The temperalure 
oulsocll' "as l.url~ 1111id hul llll'rt 11 ts one ol 1 h•"c ra\\ t>arh ~pnng 
\\ IUfl\;, 1 hdl II ,ICJt.. lui h""'l Jl 1IUC UU UtiiJr' 

Till' hunw hl' .J.,,,t', h\l' 1111' .o 11~11 one h.! I mg been bwlt onh a 
lt•ll ~··ars b,11·k on l!l(tl 'J ht-rt 1s abo a ne11 slet>l bullchng on the 
I<JIIll 11h1ch 1\<Js JUSI en·~lt-d lasllalland sen I.'s as a m:~chme shed 

Tht• \\ 11lard Je,st· la1 11 home" located on I he norlh s1de of the 
noun In ro d hul much of •lw,r land ,md added ,ld)Ommg acres they 
1<.~1111 ht.-sat·n's' I he road to I he souih Later :I Irs Jessepomled ou1 
to ml' I he lut:allun ol sonw ne11 ll'rr;u·es bull! last fall afler pre\"IOUS 
ont•s had bet!n hu1ll m l'li~ 

Tht• terr .. ce' t•xtend<!d mto la'ld the Jesse, farm wh1ch 1s 011ned 
b) I ht· es1a1e of \1 h1t:h :\orna L Jelx• ot Ann Arbor. :\lich1gan. is I he 
ext•culor The land ongmall) belongt'd Io her parenls, Ihe Charles 
Ruppnchs She \las honorl-d al lhc s,une ltme as the Jesses al the 
Sjll.!t'lal a11 ard' dmner held m \"mlon last December wh1ch ;\lrs 
Jet~.- s hU5band also allended Ht• IS now Wllh the Umverslty or 

" 
-

.It·'"" ha' a lwt d of angu' beef {atilt' a ft\1 of \\ hich are ~ho11 n 
lwoo· on,, rield ,ono" tht> 1 "'"'from th t·H home. 

l\hch1gan at \nn Arbor domg en11ronmental research a!ter star 
lmg h1s can•t>r 111 \"mton as a corn-hog tabulator The awards 
rect.-1ved b) tht• .Jesses and !\Irs .. Jebe were 1n th~ nature of the 
tenant -Qperalor calegor) They are presented annually to farmers 
or !arm operatu~ consldt'nng to be doing an oustandJng job m 
coll!ot•rvtng tht• ~011 :llrs Florence Ruppnch, Mrs. Jebe'~ mother 
live!> 1n La Porle Cit} 

Later after I had completed my VISit with Mrs. Jesse I sought to 
gel a p1cture of the terraces but dec1ded to wa1t 1111 some time later 
on lhts year .tfler the crops are gro1nng when such terraces 
become more clt'arly ou1 hned in the f1elds They are easy to see 
now. however. and obviOtL~ly represent a lot or work and a won· 
derful improvement to the farmland The terraces are both grass· 
backed and the farm..,ver type \l'llh tile mlakes. 

Tht• Jesse' at .. o ha\t' a hog produclton program. 

Ea't of th~ J~~ses ;, thi' large old-sty le countr) hom~ on land 
the~ rl'nt. \\htch ;, occupied by the D. :'llinard family . Thi~ "'as the 
homl' of the late Charll'' Ruppich\ . 

\\ 1llard and h1s 11 1te carr~ on a SIZeable beef cattle operation and 
a herd or Black Ang115 beer cattle was grazmg m a f1eld or corn 
slaJk.., JU5t soul h of the road When I remarked that I noticed four 
·outsiders :unong the Angus. Mrs Jesse laughed and mformed 

m. ~ · :- .. ~ .tnge bull had been · associatmg'" with some of the 
cows and the lour gray-Jookmg ammals were the result before the 
intruder was discovered The Jesses are also 1n the hog business 
and all told farm around 600 acres of land. I was told by Mrs Jesse 
I hal thetr place 1s the or•gmal Porter Shaner farm and that she bas 
li\cd here all her life smce the Shaners were her parents. The 
Jesses have a son. Duane who assists in the farm operation, and a 
daughter Mrs Kurt Grovert who lives on a farm not too far away 

The old R1chard Rupprich res1dence, now m the estate. IS 
presently rented to the Daryl Minards. It is a large old fashioned 
type country mansion the lond that a ren't built anymore not so 
much becall5e the)' are out of style but becall5e the cost would 
sunply be prohibitive 
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