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In the first year of operatioa the Davis Co nty Seils listriet
osn look back and see that some definite progress has been made through the
lest welve monthe,.

Although great strides have been made in Soll Conservetion field the
last ten years fem leaders reslized the need for ascepting MQtli essistance
avallable through Soil Conservation Service. ‘&m@ the combined effort of
AsA, Farm Seourity and ‘amm Bureau, petitioms were circuleted smong farm
owners in the interest of establishing & district, Upon the gompletion of
thig, the State Soil Conservation cormittee saw fit to grunt us permission
for holding referendum and eleotion for cemmiseloners which was held September
9, 19LLe A great deal of interest was shown when 395 fare owners oast their
ballots in 8 voting establishments over the County.

With the referendum oempleted and interest at a high level,
edugstional meetings were carried om through the leadership of Extension
fervices Commissioners made application to Stute Uffice for teshaniesl help
and the County was on its way im an organized way to coubat soll depletion.
ﬂ.t& the help of the District Jifice, & working plan for the year's operetion
was worked oute On February 15th, a County-wide meeting was held with
representntives from the verious townships to review the proposed plene
the plan wes discussed and agreed upon by the group im outlining a policy
to follow,

Leland A HoCord, farm Planner, reported for duty April 1, 19LS.

Alihwgh’ groups were not estublished at this time there were many spplicstions
made for assistance in leying out terrsaces, contouring, drainsge and other
releted worke



An extremely buckward Spring with exceseive reinfull sade it
impossible to esrry out all foil Conservetion prectices, however, interest
was present that afforded s foothold in establishing our program. Several
demongtrations were held in between the raine. During the summer and fall,
13 furm groups representing 120 farms made application to the Commiesioners
for assistance, To date, ¥ of these groups heve been maped and & part of
- their meetiogs oompleted,

During the year, fsrm operators from Seap Creek area petitioned the
County Board Supervisors in orgenising & dreinage district, In turn, & request
with the approvel of the Board was mede to the District Cossissionere for
help in working out & preliminary survey. After seeting with a group of
upn-;ntatxm from the Soap Creek mrea, the commissioners approved the
request and nade application to the Jegional 0ffice for Engineering essistance.
A favorable reply was received and it is hoped that projeet will get under
way by Spring, 19l6.

In furthering the Soil %uumuqn program, an attempt wes nade
to find & new and ample sourse of Agricultural Limestone, After a thorough
survey of the county, & sight wes locnted and lessed by the Distriet
Commissioners. The Uounty Fngineer cooperated in gobtting & preliminery teet
end various operntors were contacted relative to produsing limest-ne for
County use. 'The Kaser Construction Compesny of Adel, Iowa was selected and a
prelimlnury agreoment wes intered inte. ‘he Company is mow in provess of
completing & core drilling and early reports are most favorable,

Brome gruss was seoured through Boil Conservation Nursery and put
out to & coopersntor on the besis of @& percent of the seed coming beck to the
distriet for further productions



Applieation has been made through the Surplus Commodity for heavy
uehs.ury_. Various methods have been considered for dirt moving and pond
making program. Operators are now belug sontacted and it is hoped that a
suitable agreenent can be completed at an enrly date,

the State Conservution Cormittes has spplied to the District for
assistance in working out & plan to prevent nui"n; into Lake Wapello. ‘he
erosion problem has become 8 genuine menance and unless some preventive sieps
ean be taken the wsefullness of the Lake will be greatly impsired, Although
we have not been eble to make & survey of the existing conditions we plan to
offer all ujﬂihblo sesiatance that 1t is possible for us to give,

All in all, the first year of the Davie County Boil Conservetion
DMstriet hee been & busy one since our inception we have had 15 coumi ttee

meetings which have been attended faithfully by the Commiseioners, roprnmﬁum

of Fxtension, AAA end SA. ¥e want to commend the work or"m Soil Planner,
Lelend HoCord snd his associante, Vance MoCracken. Ve ars slso gratefuly to
Parks Forrester for his mssietance and eooperation in establishing our progreéme
~ During the yeur which has just passed we have assisted in contouring
656 mnores of furm land, buildiang terraces on 57 sores aund the construction of
9250 feet of diversion ditochess Ten farm plens have been completed this winters
Twenty news articles huve appesred in our looal papers. for the coamlng year,
a full program hes been plunneds We have s gosl of ecompleting 50 ferm plans,
i;ogua‘ our quarry inte preduetioen, completien of the survey on Boap Creek
drainage distriet, assistence on lLake Wapello project and working out & sulteble
ocntract on dirt moving and pond makings |
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