




REGION 7 DON (left) and VrRGlL 
(r1ghtl KOZIK, Elberon The Kozik's 
402-acre Benton County farm is 
completely protected against soil 
eros1on Sloping cropland is protected 
by strip croppmg and terraces-106 
acres are protected by terraces and 127 
acres are str1pcropped The farm also 
has 8 acres of grassed waterways, a 
farm pond, and 2 erosion control 
structures. There have been 30 acres o( 
pasture planted and another 30 acres 
have been rt'novated. 

REGION 8-LOEWE FARMS, INC., Sidney (Pictured left to right: Ronald 
Loewe, Jerry Moores, Raymond Loewe, and Russell Loewe). Rowcrops, cattle 
and hogs are all produced on the 714-acre Loewe Farm in Fremont County. The 
farm is operated by Raymond Loewe, his 2 sons and son-in-law. They have 
terraced 170 acres and contoured 60 acres. There have been 2 erosion control 
structures built and 200 acres of pasture have been renovated. They have the 
entire farm protected agamst erosion and are community leaders. 

REGION 9-A. J . CAVIN, Sigourney. Mr. Cavin built his 
ov.rn terraces as part of his plan to control erosion on his 
400-acre farm in Keokuk County. He contoun 290 acres o( 
cropland and has 53 acres protected by terraces. He has a 
farm pond with an excellent wildlife area around It, as weU 
as 2 eros1on control structures. Conservation tillage IS used 
on part of the farm; 77 acres have been planted to pasture. 
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Iowa State Univcr~ity Extension Association, as well as involvement in PTA 
and various youth a~tivities 

He and his wife, Sh1rley. are the parents of two sons and two daughters 

JOHN "DICK" SCHILD, Benton County Soil Conservation 
Otstrict Commissioner. Belle Plaine He was born north 
ea~t of Belle Plaine, attended Iowa Center No. 5 rural 
school and is a graduate of the Belle Plaine school system. 

He is serving in his second term as a commissiont-r in 
the Benton District and is Chairman of the d1str1ct govern · 
ing body. In addition to his active participation in district 
operations, he is the Benton District delegate to the 
Iowa-Cedar River Conservancy Distrtct Advisory Com­
mittee and a member of the IASCDC Rural -Urban and 
District Outlook Committees. 

Ht• h.t> ah•ays had a keen mterest in const-rvatton. In 1965 he rt>ee1vt>d the 
C"on•ervataon SwE-E-pstakes Award presented m the Iowa Soil Conservation 
A"ards ProgTam As a pioneer in soil con,ervation, he say' ''I'm proud to 
have huilt mv ftr,t terraces with a team of horses and a walkmg plow in 1935 
as an Ff'A prOJt'Ct in school and then to see this same farm a sweepstakE's 
winnt·r 30 years later. ' He also received an Outstandmg Soil Conservation 
Distm·t Commission!'r Award in 1968 

lh· and his "l'lfe own 400 acres and rent an additional 130 acres. He has a 
'lock cow herd and al•o rents out pasture for 125 stock cows on a per month 
hasts . In addition to his farming enterprise, the Schilds own and manage a 
mobilt• homt• court in Belle Plaine. 

Hl' is very active in community affairs Some of the organtzations he has 
hi'C'n .tsso<'i<tted with include the local school district, rural fire department, 
Hurit.m Club, Jaycees, Benton C,ounty Fair Board, Benton County ExtensiOn 
Coum·il. Bt·ef Producers, Mid Iowa Hereford Association, f'arm Bureau, 4-H 
and FFA, and Civil Defense. He is a member of the Congrega!tonal Church 
and h.ts •ervt>d three years on its Board of Trustees. 

HE> and his wife. Mildred , are the parents of a qn and a daughter. 

Outstanding Soil Conservation 
District Commissioners 

The Outstandmg Soil Conservation District Comm1ss1oners Contest is 
conducted annually hy the Iowa Association of Soil Const-rva!ton Distr1ct 
Commiso10ners UASCDC) and Wallaces Farmer Des Momes. A total of htne 
out-tanding commissioners are selected-one from each of the IASCDC 
rt•gion, The State's Outstanding Commissioner is then sel('ClE'd from the nine 
regional "mnt>rs. The recipients are selected for their service to the soil 
const>rvahon d"t net program on a district, regional, state and nat1onal level. 
Tht> n•c1pients' community activities are also given considt>ration rn the judging 
process. Wallaces Farmer provides plaques to each of the nine regional 
wmnl'r« plus the statE' winner 
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To explain soil surveys at 

meeting in Blairstown 
TI~VS - The Soil Conservation 

Dlstr1ct1s holdmg a meeting to explain the 
new so1l surveys to farmers 10 Iowa and 
Leroy townships on Thursday. Jan 25, m 
the Legion Hall m Blairstown at 1 p m 

New soil maps will be presented and 
explamed in detail These maps show soil 
type, amount of slope, and degree of 
eros1on. By USt!lg these maps soil con­
servahorusts can help farmers to develop 
a plan which will a llow them to get 
max.~mum income and yet keep soil loss 
below five tons per acre per year 

Tnformahon on pasture tmprovement 

w1ll also lx• presented It IS relatively ~y 
to double pasture producllon w1th some 
ferhhzer and more productive grasses and 
legumes, accordmg to F1oyd Peters, 
Dlslnct Con~erva!lomst m Benton County 
Governm~nt fmanc1al ass1stance for doing 
conservation work m 1979 will be dJscussed 
at the meetmg 

Anyone w1shmg to get the1r modern soil 
map should call or wnte to the soli con­
servation district ~>rrlce before January 
25th The office phone number is 472-2161 
The address 1s PO Box 526, Vinton, lA 
52349 



-
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRIC ULTURE 

SOIL CO N SERVATION SER VI CE 

693 Federal Building, Des Moines, Iowa 50309 

• 

Mr . Floyd L. Peters 
District Conservationist 
Soil Conservation Service 
P. o . Box 526 
South Second Avenue, Ag . Center 
Vinton , IA 52349 

Dear Floyd : 

January 2, 1979 

Just a note of thanks for your extra effort in making the farmer awards 
program in Fort Dodge this year a success . The slides and script develop­
ed by you and your staff were very good . I was proud to be able to 
show slides which were correctly exposed and had good content . The 
story you supplied was well done, too . 

All the slides used to honor this year 1s regional teachers were good . 
That makes for an Unpressive program which I 1m sure the award winners 
appreciated . Thanks again . 

Your slides are being returned separately. 

Sincerely, 

~:/') ' c <. :_f.. 'I...L.· 1--c....~-.-..,./ 
William J . Brune 1...­

State Conservationist 
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News and Views 
..?/S/79 

' In October of 1m Ke1th Beatty 
became concerned about the sheet 
erOl>•on on his farm m Edert township 
He made an apphcat•on to the Soil 
Conservation District for soli maps and 
a resource conservation plan 

Floyd Peters. D1str•ct Con· 
servationist, walked over the farm in 
December of 1977 Floyd later met w1th 
Ke1th and his w1fe to help them develop 
a plan wh1ch would keep the farm 
productive and yet allow them to grow 
2112 acres of row crop on the 320 acre 
farm 

In 1978 Ke1th established 100.foot 
w1de meadow str1ps on the contour 
across the s teepest slopes He contours 
all the slopmg land and uses a chisel 
plow Th1s will keep his soil loss below 5 
tons per acre per year according to the 
charts wh1ch have been develooed bv 
the USDA Soli Conservation Service. 

-~- , .... 

... from your 

Soil Conservation District 
Th1s soli loss 1s allowable under the 
Iowa Conservancy Lav. 

The Ke1th Beatty farm was chosen as 
a district wmncr in the Soil Con 
servation D1stncts New Cooperator 
D1vis10n of the Iowa Soil Conservallon 
Award program 

Row crop rotallon~ have made much 
greater demand~ on our soils m the past 
15 year~. according to Floyd Peters 
Twenty years ago the standard rotation 
on the best so1l m the county was corn· 
corn ·oats meadow A corn bean 
rotation w11l make so1l loss 4 t1mes 
greater than 1t wa~ w1th a corn<orn· 
oats meadow rotat1on Contour1ng will 
decrease so1l loss by 50 per cent 

SOJilo!.S orr a 6 per cent slope w1th a 
corn· bean • rotation w1th up and down 
lull farmmg w.U be about 67 tons per 
acre per year Contourmg would reduce 
th1s to 33 tons per acre per year and 

-· ••• -

add1ng conservallon ullage would 
reduce th1s to about 8 tons per acre per 
year Agronomists feel that th1s loss 
needs to be below 5 tons per acre per 
year Terracmg would reduce this loss 
to 4 tons per acre per year 

A corn-beans-corn-oats·m eadow 
rotation on th1s portion or the farm 
would reduce the loss to about 5 5 tons 
per acre per year stated Peters 

Henry Lyphout Chairman of the Soil 
Conservation D1stnct says that the 
district will be glad to work With anyone 
who 1s interested in a soil map and 
resource conservatiOn plan for their 
farm 1370 farmers in Benton County 
were cooperators w1th the S01l Con· 
servatlon D1stnct at the start of 1979 
We estimate that there are ap· 
proximately 1700 commercial farmers 
m Benton County. 
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Conserving soil, energy 
&U Conservationist Floyd Peten, right, explains some 

methods of soU conservation to Paal Hencl!, an aerial ap­
plicator from the Amanas, Larry Salger. Terra ~stem 
manager, and Alphonse Erger, Atkins. Soli and energy 
ron1ervatJon wae tile theme of TetTa Ell stern's lOth annual 
cl!emlcal dinner meeting Thursday night at the VInton 

£. 

Country Club. Salger IBid II cl!emlcal 1uppllers set up booths 
a long with a number of displays by Iowa g.te U!lverslty for 
the meeting, which drew more than 200 Benton County far· 
men. 

Tlmesphoto by Illl Haglund 
.:<. - 1 5"- 79 

TENTH ANNUAL 

TERRA CHEMICAL 

DINNER MEETING 

1979 
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Conserving soil, energy 
SoU Conservationist f1oyd ~. right, explains some 

methods of soU conservation to PauJ Hench. an aerial ap­
plicator from the Amanu, Larry Sliger, Terra Dlstem 
manager, and Alphonse &ger, Atkins. Soli and energy 
eonnrvatlon -••• theme of Terra Eastern's lOth annual 
chemical dinner meet.lng Thursday night at the \-1nton 

Country Club. Sillger ~aid 11 chemical suppliers set up booths 
along with a number of displays by Iowa !late Ull\'ersity for 
the meeting, whlcb drew more than ZOO Benton County far-
men. 

FEBRUA RY IS, 1979 

TERRA EASTERN CORPOHATION Muld like to lake 
this opportunity to welcomt you to our lOth annual 
Chemical Dinner ga thering and wi~h you an in­
formative and enjoyable evening. 

Assisting in Uus effort are the following suppliers, thetr 
local representative and the products whtch are of 
interest to you - Our Fine Customers 

Am Chern - RICK BOOS 

B.A.S.F. 

DuPont 

Elan co 

Monsanto 

Amtben lOG · Amtben Lq. 
Butyrac 

-GEORGE RAE 
Basagran • Basaltne 

- FRANK GASPERINI 
Lorox - Lexon Hyvar 

- DEL HOLTEMAN 
AATrex Tolban · Dual 
Cycle 

- JOHN CLARK 
Trcflan · Sw-flan 

- LEE ROBBINS 
Lasso Ramrod AAtrex 
Ramrod 20G · Roundup 

Uniroyal 

FMC 

Shell 

Stauffer 

GARY CLAYPOOL 
Dynap 

DUANE DICKEHSON 
Furadan 

- TOM OMBHOSON 
Bladex Atrazme 

- DEBRA LOOUE 
Sutan Vernam · Dyfonate 
Eradtcane 

- KENZO NICHOLSON 
Sencor · Dtsyston 

D&\' Side\\mder RAY & FRANK 
VANSTEENHUYSE 

scs 

Extension 

Terra 

The Mtntmum Tillage Tool 

- FLOYD PETERS 

- BILL MEIGS JERRY GOGAN 
DR DAVID HAMMOND 

- TOM ROGERS 
STEVE BARNHARDT 
DR LOWELL NELSON 

Tlmespboto by 1111 Haglund 
~-/$"•79 
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~F-II.! lli l.i ,;.\ TERRA EASTERN CORPORATION 
HIGHWAY 218 NORTH, VINTON, IOWA 52349 

PHONE 319-472-2343 

February 19, 1979 

Floyd Peters 
Soil Conservation Office 
S. 2nd Avenue 
Vinton, Iot~a 52349 

Dear Floyd, 

Thank you for your cooperation i~ preparation 
for the Annual Terra Dinner last week . I think 
the theme ·~onservatio~'worked out very well 
and hope you are enjoying some of the "glow" 
from the PR . 

We are enclosing a newspaper clipping for 
your office . 

Enc . 
LHS/imm 

Sincerely, 

L. H. Salger 
Area Manager 

Manufacturers of liquid fertilizer- Distributors of agricultural chomlcals- Grain storage and drying equipment 

-



iebruary 22, 1979 

Mr. Larry Salger 
Terra Eastern Co. 
Hwy. 216 N. 
Vinton IA 52349 

Dear Larry, 

I want to thank you for asking us to participate in 
your annual dinner last week. I thouaht it was well 
organized and a very good meeting. 

Your conservation theme was appreciated very much by 
me, our etaff, and our district commissioners. We 
hope that it will promote conservation on the land in 
:Benton Cotmty. If that happens, everyone gains. 

I'm sure your salesmen don't mise a ohance to put in 
a plug for conservation tillage, contouring, and 
terracing. This will be very good for public relations 
and for future generations. 

Sincerely, 

Floyd Peters 
District Conservationist 

FP/cl 



News and Views 

With "beef priC;!;, the best they have 
been 10 :;everal years. cattle 
producers need to pay close attention 
to pasture Improvement, a local 
conservat1on district leader says 

· '<£asses and legumes are the 
cheapest source of good nutr1t1on for -
beef and other grazing animals, but 
we need to keep a close watch on 
pasture stands and our ferlllization 
programs." says Henry Lyphout, 
chairman of the Benton County Soil 
ConservatiOn Olstnct 

"Low cattle pr1ces and h1gh fer­
tilizer costs 10 recent years have 
diverted our attention from good 
pasture management. ' Lyphout says 
"Q.Jjte simply it was too expensiVe to 
maintaiO pasture:. wh1le losing money 
on cattle 

'This cost pnce squeeze also 
caused many producers to plow up 
slopiog pastureland to plant to 
sorghum, corn. soybeans. or other 
row crops,'' Lyphout says It is time 
to reverse th1s trend and put our 
marginal cropland acres back mto 
soil conservmg forage crops · 

·'WP lhmk thP ltmP 1~ rope to fer­
tilize renovate, reseed. and above all, 
to manage our pastures for a good 
source of economical feed for cattle, 
and for conservation," Lyphout says • 
"We are particularly keen on this 
nght now because a well-managed 
pasture - of all conservation prAc­
tices - is one of the most effective 

... from your 

Soil Conservation District 

means of conservmg ~011 and ''ater. 
and keepmg our streams and ponds 
clean 

I esllmate that there are 29.000 
acres of pasture 10 Benton County that 
are showing problems from 1n 
suffic1ent management. Lyphout 
sa1d ... As cattle prices are once again 
favorable. these pastures should get 
attention th1s sprmg and next. fall " 

A pasture wh1ch IS well drained and 
fertile could be torn up w1th a chisel or 
disk, fertilized according to a so1l test, 
and seeded to 6 lbs alfalfa and 8 lbs 
brome grass per acre w1th one bushel 
of oats added as a nurse crop. Th1s 
mixture wiU produce tw 1ce as much 
forage as a bluegrass pasture ac 
cording to F1oyd Peters. Olstnct 
Conservatiomst . Another mixture 
wh1ch will produce more feed in mid 
summer and "111 not requ1re 
rehovation as often would b_e 6 lbs 
b1rdsfoot trefoil and 2 lbs of orchard 
grass along with 1 bushel of oats per 
acre Wet areas could be seeded to t0-
12 lbs per acre of reed canary grass 
along with 1 bushel of oats stated 
~ers 

SCS HELP A\ \ILABLE 
Technical assistance is available 

from the S:>il Conservation Service to 
help livestock producers solve their 
pasture improvement problems 

For mort mformation contact the 
Soil Conservation Service Vinton, 
telephone number 472-2161. 

News and View;S/?f 

A 150 acre watershed in sect10n 7 of 
Cedar townsh1p has been completely 
terraced Willard Jesse, La Porte 
City. has installed 1300' of parallel 
terraces on approXJmately 20 acres of 
h1s farm wh1ch drains into the 
watershed 

Glen Foss, La Porte City has 10-

stalled 1050' of parallel terraces on 20 
acres of the M1r1am Lamb farm wh1ch 
also dra1ns into th1s watershed 

7870' of parallel terraces have been 
constructed on the Florence Rupprich 
farm wluch IS operated by Willard 
Jesse Soil loss off each acre of this 150 
acre watershed will be less than 5 tons 
per acre per year Water flow will also 
be greatly reduced. 

Waterways which have been con­
structed on the Rupprich farm should 
retain their shape for many years 
because water flow will be reduced in 

... from your 

Soil Conseroation District 

them and very little soil will be 
ava1lable to fill them The need for 
large culverlS and bridges below this 
watershed will also be reduced 

When we have more watersheds 
controlled bke this one, flooding wHI 
be greatly reduced, stated F loyd 
Peters, Otstrict Conservatiorust 

More terraces are plaMed for the 
Ruppnch farm 10 1979 Noma Jebe, 
daughter of Mrs Ruppnch, has been 
Instrumental m getting the con­
serva lion work established on the 
R...,pr1ch farm She and ber husband 
Emil, hve in Ann Arbor, Michigan: 
but have been frequent Iowa visitors 
for the past several years. This farm 
was the winner m the tenant operated 
division of the Iowa Conservation 
Awards program in Benton County i~ 
1976. 
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Pictured above is our conservation 
tillage display which belongs_to 
the S. C.S. It is used at var~~us 
field days , demonstratio~s , f~rs , 
etc . A very effective display. 

News and Views 

If the h1gh soil moisture pred1ctions 
hold true this sprmg, wet fields could 
put many area farmers beh1nd 
schedule at planting hme. " Th1s 
spring may be hke 1974 and 1975. when 
1t wasn't easy to get m and out of the 
field " says Floyd Peters, dlstnct 
conservationist fo• the USDA Sot! 
Conservation Service " Those wet 
springs prompted a number of far­
mers to skip moldboard plowmg of 
their fields - they JJSt dtsced, or 
chisel plowed. and then planted And I 
think they found they really dtdn·t 
need to do all the work wh1ch they had 
been domg m the past." 

Peters says reduced hllage will be 
unportant agam thts year 

"With conservatiOn tillage, you can 
be in the f1eld plantmg when your 
netghbor ts plowmg, dtscmg, or 
harrowing ' he says The condttton 
your soil 1s in, the amount of crop 
residue you have to work wtth, and the 
type of planter you have are im· 
portant pomts t~ consider 

The main point in dectdmg when to 
plant is to start as soon as the soilts fit 

.. .from your 

Soil Conservation District 

to pi ant tn " As soon as the soil is 
warm enough and dry enough, you're 
ready to go with no-tiU, slot planbng 
or hll plantmg," says SCS agronomiSt 
Erme Hmtz. "Some farmers shred 
cornstalks or d1sc hghUy ahead of 
plantmg w1th these systems, 'he says, 
"but the tdea IS to plant m the row of 
last year's crop. OJScmg can destroy 
the warm, dry sot! in that crop row, 
and delay plantmg. 

Over-workmg the ground before 
plantulg not only causes later plantmg 
- 1t also covers crop residues Those 
restdues are valuable m preventlllg 
~il erts1on by wind and water In 
soybean land m parhcular, residues 
are easily buried "Tius land JS ideal 
for a no·hll or hll plant system," the 
agrommist says 

The soLI conservahomsts say that if 
ferhhzer and herb1c1de mcorporation 
are needed, they recommend shallow 
chtsehng or discmg. This leaves 
residue on the soil surface and in the 
top two to three icnhes or sil for 
eros10n protecllon. 
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ANNUAL PLAN OF WORK 

BENTON COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

1979 

District meetings are regularly held on the second Thursd~ of each month 
at the district office in Vinton, Iowa. 

DISTRICT OFFICIALS 

Chairman: Henry Lyphout , Route 1, Vinton IA $2349 
Vice-Chai.Dnan: Don \>Teichman, Route 1, Atkins IA $2206 
Secretary-Trea.s:Connie Longe, P .O. Box $26, Vinton IA 52349 
Member: Roman Ga1~er, Route 1, Garrison IA 52229 
Member: Paul Anderson, Route 2, Vinton IA $2349 
Member: John R. Schild, Route 2 , Delle Plaine IA $2208 

Asst. Members: Lee Goodell, Route 1, Vinton IA $2349 
John Niebuhr, Route 1, Blairstown IA $2209 
Larry Rolfstad, Vinton IA $2349 

DISTRICT STAFF 

Randy Mickelson, Vinton IA $23ll9 
Pauline Grovert, Route 1, Shellsburg IA 52332 
Harlan Dell , Vinton IA $2349 
James Jacobi, Route 1, Atkins IA $2206 
Don Kozik, Route 1, Delle Plaine IA $2208 

Floyd Peters, District Conservationist 
W. Robb Morrow, Conservation Technician 
Connie Lange, District Clerk 
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... 

JANUARY 

FEBRUARY 

MARCH 

APRIL 

MAY 

JUNE 

JULY 

PLAN OF WORK 

Issue Oath of Office to newly elected commissioners 
Elect officers 
Appoint assistant commissioners 
Plan resource planning meeting for landowners in Leroy & Iowa 
Review dates for NACD annual convention townships 
Review dates for Commissioners Short Course 

Appoint committees 
Hold Cont ractors' Meeting 
Set up 1979 P:an of Work 
Yearly e.udi t o': books by finance committee - date unspecified 
Review date of Spring Regional meeting 
Publish Annual Report 

Plan for Pasture Improvement Field Day in late April - will 
incl ude Wildlife Habitat information at meeting 

Plan Po~+.er Contest - Education Committee 
Plan outdoor classroom tour for spring - Education Committee 
Contact county ministerial association about Soil Stewardship Week 
Plan a booth for Vinton Ag ~ - March 21 
A representative will be present at County 4-H Leaders Meeting 

on March 6. 4- H Clubs are stressing conservation tillage 
this year. 

Finalize plans for Pasture Improvement Field Day 
Review Long Range Plan 
Soil Stewardship Week plans 
Set up Photography Contest and plan to use winning entries in 

booth at County Fair 

Judge Iowa Conservation Achievement Award farms 
Meet with County Supervisors about proclaiming~ 20- 27 as 

Soil Stewardship \-leek in Benton County 
Judge conservation poster contest 
Soil Stewardship Week 

Award prizes in conservation poster contest 
Plan booth for County Fair 
Judge photography contest entries 
Prepare budgets 

Booth at County Fair - July 12-15 
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- AUGUST 

SEPI'EMBER 

OCTOBER 

NOVEMBER 

DECElmER 

Make plane for Soil Conservation Week and special edition of 
newspaper 

Plan a conservation tour for County Supervisors , legislators, 
and bankers 

Set date for annual conservation speech contest 

Hold tour for supervisors, legislators, and bankers 
Assign ads for recruiting by commissioners for annual report 
Send out information about speech contest 

Make initial plana for annual meeting 
Hold speech contest 

Finalize plane for annual meeting 
Make plane to meet with County Supervisors to request funds for 

conservation practices in Benton County 
Set date to develop work plan for 1980 
Offer p~gram assistance to area fertilizer and faxm implement 

n~alere for their winter meetings . 

Hold annual meeting & award presentations 
Annual Coni'erence - December 12-13-14 
Plan Treo Planting Meeting for Jan".lB.ey 
Prepare Annual Report for publication 
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Erosion rates above 
five tons p er acre per year 

year to get the JOb done m 20 years 
lh FLOn> Pt.'TERS Conservation tillage will need to be apphed 
oi,trlct Con~trvationist at the rate of 33,000 acres a year to get the 

TIMI:S\'EWS Benton county has 377,000 
acres of cropland ex that total. 224,640 
have erosaon rates above five tons per acre 
per year 

E)'osaon could be reduced to less than 
lave tons per acre per year on the 2·4 
percent slopes t 149,000 acresl by con· 
tourang and conservation tillage The 
remaanang 75,000 acres will need terracang 
and conservation tallage to reduce the loss 
to less than lave tons per acre per year 
The slopes over eaght percent <28,000 
acres l will need to have oats and hay an the 
rotation, along with terracang and con· 
servation tillage to reduce erosaon to ac­
ceptable levels 

Forty-one thousand acres of our Class I II 
land as losing 15 tons of soal per acre per 
year This means a loss of at least t,wo 
anches of valuable topsoil an 20 years. We 
know that we cannot conttnue our present 
practices for another 20 years wathout 
sigmficantly affecting the capabahty of 
these 41,000 acres or land 

We have adentafled 72 sections of land 
where erosaon rates are 20 tons per acre 
per year and h1gher. We will need to apply 
conturing at the rate of 8,000 acres per 

job done in 10 years A1 pre~ent, we are 
applymg about 4,000 acr~ per year. 

We will need to apply terraces at the rate 
or 750,000 feet per year for 40 years to 
complete the terracng program ~ 
present rate 1s about 70,000 hneal feet per 
year The terracmg would requ1re an 
annual investment of $1 750,000 for earth 
work and bUang A1 present we are gelling 
about $110,000 per year from federal and 
slate sources to cover 50 percent or the cost 
or all conservataon practace:; If the 
government patd 50 percent or the cost or 
the needed terraces, we would need 
S875.000 for the terrace program alone. 

The Soil Conservation District com­
missioners and the District office staff is 
dedicated to the task or helpang Benton 
County farmers keep the only resource 
which we have · our soil 

A 19-year expenment at the Uruvers1ly of 
Missourt1 andicates that a slightly eroded 
soil wiU out-yield a severely eroded soil by 
-t-1 bushels per acre or, at present prtces, 
$91 per acre 
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Farming today 
as • seen In Year 2050 
tl\ \\'. HOBH \I()HJ{()\\ ' 
( on,en all on Technaca<an 

!:ion put another plastic log an the 
fireplace and I II tell you a stor) that my 
great-grandfather told me 

\\'hen my great-grandfather was a young 
man thas land \\as mostly praarae The sot! 
was covered \Hth a thack sod The good. 
rach top.,otl was from 18-24 anches thick It 
was plo\\ed up to make nch farmland 

\\hen my grandfather started farming 
about half of thts topsotl had been eroded 
a\\ay by wand and water Some people 
realaled that '' e needed to conserve the 
sot! to keep 11 productive. but too many 
people dldn t care The people who cared 
trted to teach people about conservation 
practices such as contourmg. strtp 

croppang, con5erval!on tillage, and 
terraces, but pnces were htgh and people 
were concerned about mak1ng lots of 
money In order to do thts. they ra1sed the 
crop~ that brnu!(ht the h1ghest praces -corn 

and soybeans The problem was that these 
crops left the soil bare, wathout protection 
from wand and water, for a good part of the 
year The soil washed away 

These same people cleared away the 
limbers that dotted the landscape to make 
room for more crops Soon there was httle 
area left that could produce wood or 
proVIde a home for the wildhfe that used to 
live on earth If they had been more 
careful and replanted what they 
destro:red, we could burn wood logs m our 
fireplace. 

I kno\\ ll wtll be hard for you to be a 
farmer when you grov. up The topsoil IS 
gone no\\ You must use all sorts of 
chemicals to make the subsotl produce any 
crops at all If only people had cared 
enough while there was lime to do 
somethmg about conserVIng the topsotl, 
They dldn t worry enough about your 
generation and those to come 

I hope there wall be a great-grandson 
that you can tell a story to someday 

Soil 
Conservation 
to hold two 
contests 
TIM~'IS- The Benton county Soil 

Conservation District commiSSIOners wiU 
be holding two contests tlus year •• a 
conservation poster contest and a con­
servation photography contest. Hopefully, 
winning entries can be exhibited in the 
conservation dlstnct booth at the county 
fatr later this summer 

The conservation poster contest will be 
held in April with all entrtes due at the 
district office by April 27 The posters will 
be grouped accordmg to age and judged m 
early May Prizes will be awarded to the 
wmners in each or the foUowmg age 
divisiOns. grades 3-4. grades 5~. grades 
7-9, grades 10.12, and adults 

Posters can be any .size up to 22 inches by 
28 inches and can be done in any type or art 
media. Each poster must have included on 
the back the entran t 's name, g rade in 
school or adult, and address and city. All 
entries must be residents or Benton 
County The theme or the poster must be 
soil conservation. 

The photography contest will be held 
later this year The rules have not been 
fmalized at this time Be watching for 
more detatls and keep your eyes open for 
interesting subJects for a soli conservation 
photo 

Fbr more details about either contest, 
contact the Soil Conservation astrtct 
office at P 0 Box 526, Vinton, Iowa 52349 or 
P!one 472-2161 
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Study shows farmers "hard pressed" 
to finance soil conservation 

Tl~fESNEWS Farmers should not be 
xpected to pay all the costs of protecting 
oil agamst erosion, a recent econom1c 
tud> of soils in southern Iowa 111d1cates 
The "soil depletion study" shows in-

·reased farmer costs of fertilizer and 
,nergy to produce crops on eroded land 
~t it concludes that farmers would be 
1ard-pressed to finance conservation work 
on the1r own. 

The thre~year study was done by the 
!:conom1cs. ~austics and Cooperat1ves 
iervice • ~~ and the USDA Soil Con­
ervation Service· ~S1 U>mg 1974 data , 1t 
:ompared net income 1f so1l were allowed 
o erode at IX'~ent rates to net income 
Ismg six different soil conservation 
;~-stems. 

·"We looked at 2 1 million acres of Wl · 
Jrotected cropland m the 22 coWlties of the 
5outhern Iowa Rl\'t>S a.c;,n. · ~a1d Or Paul 
:Wsenberry of the ESCS m Ames • " We 
:omputed co.~ of lettmg soil erode on all 
hose acres up to the year 2020 agamst the 
~ost of vanous conservation sy.,tems that 
Nould bnng soil lo~~es to within tolerable 
evels 

" We didn t make a complete economic 
3Ssessmenl at th1s time manv other on-

farm factors could be added, as well as off­
farm costs like water quality, sedimen­
tallon, and loss of tax revenue But we 
thmk It 's a very good start on quantifymg 
depletion and conservation costs " 

The study looked at three costs of 
erosion -- mcreased energy costs, h1gher 
fertilizer requirements, and lower yields 
Those three costs associated with Jetting 
erosion continue at Hs present rate 
averaged S4 75 an acre each year Lower 
y.eld averages from depleted soils makes 
up the h•ghest cost of the three at $3.40 an 
acre The study asswned that a h1gh level 
of management and increased fertilizer 
rates on depleted soils would still result m 
lower y.elds 

Sx different combinations of erosion 
control methods were compared to costs of 
eros1on A crop rotation w1th at least one 
year of meadow was mcluded m each case. 

"To bring erosion down to acceptable 
limits on steep land, we had to mclude a 
crop rotation, ' Rosenberry said That 
meant a loss of income to the farmer when 
he didn't produce corn or soybeans 

The SIX systems, and the cost of each 
are 

11 Crop rotation and terraces, $41 35 per 
acre per year 

21 Crop rotauon only, S40.50 
31 Crop rotallon with crop residue use, 

$27 .50 
41 Crop rotat1on and contouring, $24 75. 
5 I Crop rotation, terracmg, and residue 

use, $20.60. 
61 Crop rotation, contourmg. and residue 

use, $14 .35 
"The study tells us several things," srud 

SCS state conservahorust Wilham Brune 
'F1rst. 1t says there IS enough topsoil that 

m the next 40 years , a farmer could do as 
well financially by not protectmg the soil. 
The cost of erosion was only a third that of 
the cheapest control system . 

" It also shows that conservation tillage 
and contouring significantly reduce 
eros1on control costs, wtuch mdicates they 
should be considered m any conservation 
~vslem." he said 

Or Rosenberry also cautioned that the 
co~ts are averages over 2 I million acres of 
land stud1ed 

"It doesn't mean it would cost a farmer 
$14 an acre to control eros1on on gently 
slop1ng land, ' Rosenberry sa1d. "His 
costs, wh1ch were very slight, were 

Benton Soil 

Commission to meet 

averaged in with the men who had 
steepland that had to be taken out of 
rowcrop production." 

If erosion were allowed to continue at 
present rates, the land will undergo 
drastic changes by the year 2020. In 1974, 
683,000 acres were shghtly eroded, 
1.217,000 acres moderately eroded, and 
195,000 acres were severely erocled By the 
year 2020 at present rates, shghtly eroded 
soil acreage drops to 501,000 acres, 
moderately eroded land drops to 768,000 
acres, and severely eroded land Jwnps to 
826,000 acres In other words, where 
severely eroded land now makes up nine 
percent of the 2 1 million acres of cropland 
needing treatment, in 2020 it will make up 
40 percent of the area 

'The question to ask is whether we want 
40 percent of the land depleted by 2020," 
Brune said He added that public con­
servaton programs 1n Iowa reflt>ct 
recoglllhon of society's responsibilities to 
care for the land ~ory CoWlty recently 
approved county funds for soil con­
servation work. Polk CoWlty also has a 
program, as do state and federal govern­
ments 

The regular meetmg of the Benton 
COWlty S01l Conservation District com­
miSSIOners wlllbc at 9 :30a.m on AprilS at 
the d1stnc1 off1ce 111 \~nton 
~me items on the agenda w11J be cost 

share business. pasture improvement 
meetmg plans. plans for Sotl Stewardship 
\\cck 111 May, photography contest and 
money raising 1deas. 

The pubhc 1s mvited to attend the 
mct"t mg 
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Hold pasture improvement 

field day b y Shellsburg 
A pasture Improvement held day will be 

held on the Steve Anderson farm, 212 m1les 
north of Shellsburg, on April 24th at 9 30 
am 

Steve w•ll be usmg a pasture m· 
tcrseedlng 1mplement to seed five pounds 
of alfalfa and e1ght pounds of brome grass 
per acre on the dner Slteli, and six pounds 
of btrdsfoot u·efoil and two pounds of or· 
chardgrass per acre m acres which are not 
drouthy Ferllhzer has already been ap­
phed accordmg to a so•l test Ferlihzer 
couto also oe app11eo w1tn tne mterseeder 

Steve Barnhart, Iowa State Umversity 
ExterlSlOn Agronom1st will be at the field 
day to d1scuss pasture improvement and 
1ts advantages. 

Alfalfa lrome w11l prove 125 antmal unit 
days of grazmg compared to 70 am mal umt 
days for bluegrass each season Warm 
season grasses such as switchgrass. In· 
dtan grass. and big bluestem will produce 
nearlv as much feed as alfalfa and 
brome,but the producnon will be in July 
and August 

Steve plans to u~e about one bushel of 
oats per acre as a nurse crop for hL~ 
pasture seeding 

Anyone Interested 1n pasture im 
provement Is welcome to attend thi$ 
demonstration The held day IS sponsored 
by the Benton County So1l Conservallon 
District commissioners They will have 
rolls and coffee on the grounds 

Pasture improvement day 

rescheduled for April 27 
The pasture improvement field day 

scheduled for today <Tuesday! has been 
rescheduled for ~'r1day April 27. at 9·30 
am 

It wtll be held on lhe Steve Anderson 
Farm 21 m1les north of Shellsburg. 

Anderson will be us mg a pasture in· 
terseedmg Implement to seed five pounds 
of alfalfa and e1ght pounds of brome grass 
per acre on the dr1er s1tes, and s1x pounds 
of b1rdsfoot trefoil and two pounds of 
orchar~rass per acre in areas wh1ch are 
not drouthy Ferhhzer has already been 
applied according to a so1l test Feruhzer 
could also be applied w1th the mterseeder. 

Steve Barnhart, Iowa State University 
Extens•on Agronomtsl, will be at the field 
day to discuss pasture improvement and 
1ts advantages 

Alfalfa trome will prov1de 125 ammal 
unit days of grazing compared to70 animal 
unit days for bluegrass each season Warm 
season grasses such as switchgrass, In· 
c:han grass, and btg bluestem wlll produce 
nearly as much feed as alfalfa and brane, 
but the producbon will be m July and 
August. 

Steve plans to use about one bushel of 
oats per acre as a nurse crop for h iS 
pasture seeding. 

Anyone interested m pasture im· 
provement is welcome to attend this 
demonstration. The held day lS s ponsored 
by the Benton County Soil Conservation 
Distr1ct commtssioners They will have 
rolls and coffee on the grounds. 



Commissioners ,., 7 

to meet May 10 
The Benton County So1l Con 

servatinn 01str1ct commiSSioners 
wiU holtllhe1r regular meeting on 
May 10 at 8 p m m the distriot 
oCCice or Vmton 

Items on the agenda Include 
judging soil conserval!on posters, 
setting up a budget request for 
fiscal year 1980, setting a date to 
judge winners m the Iowa Soil 
Conservation Achievem ent 
Awards program. discussing cost 
sha ring business, new con· 
serva tion agreements, Soil 
Stewardship Week a nd t he 
pasture 1mprovement follow-up 
meeting. 

The pubhc 1s mvited to attend 

. Contour layout requests fall off 
By AI Swegle 
Gore He form e<llfor 

Requests to lay out contour lines 
have fallen off dramatically in sev­
eral counties in The Gazette circula­
tion area, but soil conservationists 
don't se&m to bo alarmed- at least, 
as yet. 

Farmers st1ll seem to be farming 
around the hill without the benefit of 
an expert's appraisal of where those 
contour hnes should be. 

Only two farmers in Linn County 
- Lloyd Mallie and Milo Wolrab, 
both of Mount Vernon - asked soil 
conservationists to lay out contour 
lines this spring. 

The same tale is almost as bad in 
other counties. Only five or six con 
tour lines were layed out in Bu 
chanan and Cedar Counties. But in 

more rolling counties, more requests 
are filed with Soil Conservation Scr 
vice offices to lay out contours. 

Lyle Jackson of West Union, soil 
conservationist in Fayette county, 
reports 25 to 50 farmers request con 
tour assistance each year. while 36 
farmers requested help in laying out 
contours in Benton County. 

Floyd Peters of Vl11ton, Benton 
County soil conservationist, isn't sat 
isfied with that figure 

"We have only 58,000 acres out of 

• 

I 

a totai of 280,000 acres of row crops 
under strict contour," Peters said 
this week. "That's about 20 percent 
of what needs to be done. 

"I tell my farmers that soil on the 
land is about as important as money 
m the bank if they're interested in 
making an investment in the future 
of their children. 

' 'It took 12,000 to 14,000 years to 
create the stx or eight inches of top­
soil on the land, and we've destroyed 
about half of it in the 100 years that 
we've been farming in this area." 

The contour story 1s not all bad, 
however. 

David Breitbach of Waukon, 4.lla­
makee County soil conservationist, 
says he's busy for a two month pe­
riod in the spring from the middle of 

Fewer farmers are asking for contour l ine help 

March to the middle of May lay.ng 
out soil contour lines. 

"We get requests all thfJ time, be· 
cause this is a hilly county," Breit· 
bach said. 

Fred Hainline of Independence, 
Buchanan County so1l conservat1o· 
nist, attributes part of the move 
away from contouring to a pickup m 
interest in conservation tillage. 

"Farmers are switching to mini· 
mum tillage on four to eight percent 
slopes," Hainline said. "That way 
they can have the erosion control 
without the problems associated 
with contour farming." 

Critics say contour farming leaves 
too many short, point rows which are 
cumbersome to maneuver usirtg six 
to twelve row equipment . 

George Carlson of Manchester, 
Delaware County soil conservatio­
nist, says contouring interest 1s 
down significantly from 15 to 20 
years ago, but more farmers are 
farming around the hill. 

"Farmers find 1t dlff1cult to ma­
neuver a strictly contoured field, so 
they approximate the effect by 
switching to a modified version, 
what we call cross slope farming," 
Carlson said. 

"We'd rather have them farming 
across the slopes than not contour­
ing at all." 

Clarence Beyer of Tipton, Cedar 
County soil technician, called the 
modified version of contounng as 
"detoured" farming instead of "con­
toured" farming. 

"Our statistics may not sound as 
good today, because we encourage 
farmers to use the same contour 
lines that they have in years past," 
Beyer said. "We don't go back and 
lay out contour lines every year " 

Contour farming does h11lp save 
the soil, the soil conservationists 
agreed. Contour farming cut~ ero­
sion roughly in half. 
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Draw winning posters ... 

/ 

Division one winners In the Benton County Soli Con· 
\enalion Poster contest were <from left l Lorri Geater, 
Vinton, Oebbi Harder, Keystone: and Mark Moss, 
Shell ~ burg 

,.. Timespboto by Ev Donkersloot 



--

Also winners 

--""--{ 

I 
Division 2 and 3 winners In the Benton County Soil Con· 

~ervatlon Poster Contest were (back, from left ) Lester Cox, 
Shell~ burg; Tammy Adams, Shellsburg; (front from left ) 
Ronnie Newton. Blairstown; Sue Andresen, Keystone; and 
Tracy J urgens, Keystone. 

Timespboto by Ev Donkers loot 

; 

Soil Conservation Poster Contest winners named 
Award Wlllners tn the 1979 Soil Con· 

servation Poster Contest for Benton CoLmty 
were: Division I lthird and fourth grade> 

- 1 Lorn Geater, Vinton. 2. Debbie 
Harder Keystone. 3. Matt Miner Luzerne. 

Honorable mention 
Atkins. 

Ralph Bnght, 

Division II 15th and 6th gradel wiMers 
were: 1 RoMie Newton Blairstown 2 
Tracy Jurgens. Keystone. 3. Sue Andresen, 

Keystone lbnorable mention - Mark 
Moss, Shellsburg. 

Division lli (7th ,;md 8th grade) wiMers 
were 1 Lester Cox, Shellsburg 2. Kim 
Kreutner, Shellsburg. 3 Tammy Adams, 
Shellsburg 
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Garrison man named overall 

winner in soil conservation contest 
The Benton County Soil Conservation 
D1~nct Commissioners annowced the 
w1nners 10 the local competition of the 1979 
lo~~a Soil Conservation Awards Program 
Eldo Meyer was ch<Een as the winner in 

tht' Owner Operated Division Meyer owns 
a 270 acre farm near Garrison 
Allan Bell and h1s tenant. Craig Shrop­

Shire, won m the Owner-Tenant Division 
Bell lives m La Porte City and Shropshire 
operate~ the 240 acre farm south of La 
Porte C1ty 
The w1nner 10 the New Cooperator Division 

was . Denms Frush. Frush became a 
d1stnct cooperator m February His 160 
acre farm is located southwest of La Porte 
City 
A spec•al honorable menhon award was 

g1vt'n to Emma Kapucian who owns a 120-
acre farm located northwest of Keystone. 
Her son Lou1s, operates this farm 
The Judg10g committee chose Eldo Meyer 

as the overall w1nner 10 Benton County He 
'' 1U go on to compete in the regional 
compet1hon wluch will include entnes 
from t5 counties in East Central Iowa 
:\!eyer's farm was judged for land 
adequately treated aga1nst so1l erosion 
conservation practices accomplished o~ 
the farm, community services and 
general farm husbandrv · 
The a"'ards program 1s sponsored to 

encourage better land use programs and 
environmental control on the farms in 
Iowa through recogmhon of < ll family· 
operated farm or owner-operated farms. 
<21 landlord-; and tcnanL.~ and <31 farmers 

who have become new soil con5ervation 
district cooperators since Jan 1 1m. 

The above winners w1ll be honored at the 
district's a nnua I a ward luncheon in 
December The state winner will be choser. 
in December at the annual conference of 
Iowa Soil Conservation D1strict Com­
miSSioners 

~ 
I I 
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* " CEDAR VAllEY 0 ~0 
Area News 

News and Views 

... 

Duru1g the fall of 1977 ancl the ~pring cl 
1978, the Iowa State Uruvers1ty E)(tens1on 
Service presented a senes of meebng5 
aobut land. water, and energy At that 
time the world's supply of 011 was C)(· 

peeled to be exhausted tn the year 2005 
Otl usage has apparently mcre-1sed but 
supplies are not readily ava1lable 

You can be sure there IS an 01! shortage 
when service stattons are onl) able to be 
open in the morrung and many stat1on~ 
have been forced to clO!.e 

Supplies of petroleum are not unlimited 
and the same IS true for the world's ~upply 
of ferWe soils. Yet w~ are sllll los10g 
topsoil in Benton County at the rate of 9·12 
tons per acre per year w1th some areas 
losing 7(}-80 tons tn a single storm 

Farmers tell me that produchon on 

... from your 

Soil Conservation District 
eroaeo so1ls 1s not good and yet two-th~rds 
ol lht> ~lopmg land in Benton County is not 
contoured or terraced Contouring Will 
reduce soil losses on an e1ght percent 
slope from 90 to 45 tons Conservation 

!1llage will reduce the I<Es to 11 tons If "'e 
add terrae~. the soil loss w1ll be reduced 
to lour tons per acre per year . Tlus 

assumes a corn and soybean rotat1on 
\gronom1sts feel we can tolerate a loss ol 
lour tons per acre per year 

We need to apply terraces at the rate of 
750,000 feet per year for 40 years in order to 
complete the needed terrac10g 10 Benton 

County If you feel that SOJI eros1on IS a 
JYOblern on }VIII' farm. please contact the 
S01l Conser\'ation District o({ice at P 0 
Box 526 Vinton lA 52349 or phone 472-2161 
The oflice staff can usually g1ve you 

several alternate solutions to the problem 
tnnaa·nnnnnn·····o······eo···e·e•···e·ftan~············aa 



Soil loss • • Is serious; 

county works to reduce 
Conservation Notes By Floyd Peters 
District Conservationist 

Clyde Merchant, who works part-time as 
a conservation technician, was asked by a 
neighbor if erosion was really a serious 
problem. His reply was, "All you need to 
do is to watch the road d1tches as you drive 
along. The road ditch on the uphill side 
will usually be nearly full of silt. The road 
ditch on the lower side of the road will 
usually be the same depth as it was when 
the road was buill " 

Topsoil contatns many more pounds of 
nitrogen, phosphorous, and potash which 

Plan conservation 
meeting for Sept. 5 

are readily available to the plant than are 
present in subsoil We will probably have 
another bwnper crop in 1979, but if you 
watch your crops closely you will see big 
differences in yield between areas which 
are well drained and have adequate topsotl 
and areas which are eroded on the farm 

Agronomists feel that soil losses need to 
be held below 5 tons per acre per year. 
Robb Morrow, Conservation Technician, 
says he has seen many fields lately where 
soil loss is exceeding 20 tons per acre per 
year . There are combinations of con­
servation practices which can be used to 
reduce soil loss to at least 5 tons per acre 
per year The Soil Con5erva lion· District 
staff will be glad to help you decide on the 
best combinallon of practices 

TIMESNEWS- Benton County and the 
Benton County Soli ConservatiOn Service 
w1ll hold a meetmg on animal waste 
management Wednesday, Sept 5 

It will begm at 1 30 p.m at the John and 
Henry Grunewald farm 112 miles north of 
Blm rstown and 1'4 west 

Stewart Melvtn, extension agriculture 
engineer from I.S.U and Eldon Hans, 
extens1on livestock spec1ahst from the 
Cedar Rap1ds Area Extension, will review 
waste management programs. These two 
specialists w1ll put special emphasis on 
these pomts of interest. 

I Coordlnatmg waste management to 
the particular farmstead 

2. What are the objectives of different 
systems" 

3. Systems depend on the fmal objecllve 
Is 11 liquid" Surry" Sohds" 

4 What is the nutnt1ve value of animal 
waste material" 

Alter a short VIS II at the Grunewald farm 
near Blairstown. the group will move to 
Gordon Sevigs' farm which is located one 
m1le north and 14 mile west of Walford. 
Those allendmg will have the opportunity 
to observe a conftnement swine set up as 
well as a cattle feed lot The Sevig and 
Grunewald farms wtll both demonstrate a 
Benton County solut1on to waste disposal. 

Editorials 
Mandatory 

• conservatzon 

may be needed 
We have observed many times that no county m Iowa 

has made more progress with effechve s01l con­
servauon than we have here in Benton County ll's a 
b1g tnbute to the kind of leadership we have had from 
the Conservation Commissioners and the s taff people 
in the Conservation oUicehere In Vinton Of course It is 
an even b1gger tribute to the farmers themselves who 
have recognized the need to conserve the so1l and who 
have made efforts to do something about 11 

Ulfortunately across our great agncullural state of 
Iowa thereremrun many areas wbere httle has been 
done in the u•ay of keepmg.co.!l" invaluable top so:l !~em 
eroding T~rac1ng is just not m oving ahead fast 
enough" Ref1-'WI!HdeU 0 . f'lglttt of Mlantic who heads 
the sut:H:omm1ttee studying soil conservation recenUy 
told htS con11mttee members Whether we hke 1t or not, 
the ttme may come when mandatory laws wtll be put 
on the books requiring soil cooservatton practices " 

Whether you agree witb that statement or not 
depends largely on how you feel about protecting 
landowners' indiVl.d.ual rigbts. Certrunly 1t would be 
far better if mducements could be made attractive 
enough <financial asstStancel so farmers would 
Wllhngly cooperate 1n terracing and other conservation 
practices We agree Wllli PelliU who told his com· 
m1ttee ~Next to water, SOil is our most prec1ous 
resource The economy of Iowa is based on what we 
produce from the sotl and nobody has the nght to 
destroy it" 

We would much prefer , however, not to have the law 
browbeat farmers into comphante. Like a persro who 
IS ill, we think medicine as provided by a "doctor" 
should be welcomed. It should not be necessary to 
force it down a patient's throat! 

Best suggestilln we can think of is to have delegations 
of farmers come here to Benton County and have a look 
around! We think what they see wiU quickly sell them 
on adopting conservatfoo practices. 

Soil commissioners 

to meet 
The regular meeting of the Benton 

County Soil Conservation Distnct Com­
missioners will be held at the district office 
in Vinton on Sept 12 at 1·30 p.m 

Items on the agenda mclude discussion 
of tort liability of conservation distncts . 
dates set for hearings of Soil Conservation 
Interim Study Committee, applications for 
conservation agreements, applications for 
state cost sharing on conservation prac­
tices, conservation workbooks, and con­
servation speech contest. 

The public is mv1ted to attend 
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Deadline is Thursday 
for entering county 

conservation photo contest 
TIMESNEWS - Nov I tS the deadlinl 

for receivmg entrtes tn the conservation 
photo contest 

The Benton County Soil Conservation 
Dtstrict Commissioners are sponsoring 
this new contest for the first time this year . 
The rules for the contest are as follows. 

Subject matter - Eligable subJect 
matter in the Conservation Photo Contest 
is the conservahon and development of 
~oil , water, forest , fish and wildlife. 
Entries should illustrate at least one of the 
following : Ia l The need for conserving 
these resources , (b ) methods used to 
overcome problems m their use, (c ) 
outstandmg examples of proper resource 
use, or Cd l benefits accruing to society as a 
result of man's efforts to conserve and 
develop these natural resources 

Entry requirements - Only residents of 
Benton County may enter the contest 

All entnes must be recetved by Nov 1, 
t979 

Entnes must be made in the name of the 
person who took the photo or photos There 
is no limit on the number of entries an 
mdividual can submtt 

Prints may be any size, provided they 
are not larger than about 8 by 10 mches in 
siz.e. 

Categories m the contest - Each of the 
entrtes m the following three categories 
should be destgnated Division I or Division 
II Dtvasion I is for students up to 12th 
grade and Daviston II is for adults. 

Black and white print - Single photo. 
Story series <not less than two and not 
more than five prints.> Color print -
Single photo. Story series enol less than 
two and not more than five prints.) 
35 mm color slides - Single slide. Story 
series c not less than two and not more than 
25 slides l 

Identification of entries - Each single 
entry lpnnts and sbdes> must be 
accompanied by a 3 by 5 inch card 
containing the Ca l name and address of the 

photographer, tb l diviston number, and 
tc l title of the photograph 

U more than one entry is submitted, the 
photographer must clearly identify the 
respective titles and photographs 

Each story series must be accompanied 
by a 3 by 5 inch card containing Ca l above, 
and Cbl above, and Cc) title of the story 
series. A short legend should be attached 
to the bottom of each print to identify the 
picture sequence and to clearly and 
concisely tell the conservation story 

Slide story series, In addition to the 3 by 5 
inch card listed above, must also be 
accompamed by a narrative In which each 
slide is properly keyed mto the text Slides 
must be numbered tn their proper 
sequence. 

Return of entnes - The Sot! 
Conservation DiStrict reserves the right to 
use aU entries for one year Entries must 
be picked up at the Soil Conservation 
District office if destred by the contestant 

Judging of entnes - A panel of judges 
will select the winning entries Winning 
entnes will be announced and exlubited 
Prizes will be awarded 

La Porte City student 

wins speech contest 

TIMESNEWS - Alan Parmater, son of 
l\1r and Mrs. Robert Parmater of LaPorte 
City, won the East Central Regional Sot! 
Conservation Speech Contest at the 
Carousel Restaurant in Iowa Cit) , 
Wednesday, Nov. 7 

Eleven contestants irom East Central 
Iowa competed in the event 

Parmater, 15, is a sophomore at LaPorte 
City High School and is active m local and 
dis trict Methodist Youth Fellowship and 
Future Farmers of America 



Jf/in m<'ards with soil consen ·ation 

, 

Soil conservation winners 

The Benton County Soil Conservation group gave their 
annuala\\ard~ Thur<~da) at the Vinton Country Club. Award 
\\inne~"> pictured here rrom lert . Elmer !\tiller, Doroth) 
'Iiller. Shirle) '\1e)er and Eldo Meyer. 

Tlmespboros by Scott Campbell 

The!;e members were also named wlnners at Thursday's 
award& luncheon. From le(t: Harold Maas, Emma 
Kapudan, Louis Kapudan and Betty Kapucian. -- .... - ... _ ., 
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Honor B enton County 

winners of soil 

conservation contest 
So1l Conservation Award wmners m 

Benton County were honored at a recent 
d10ner meet10g at the Vmton Country 
Club 

Harold Maas of Van Horne had the 
outstanding windbreak 10 Benton County 
In 1979 Maas IS the tenant on the Carin 
owned by Edgar and Walter He1tshusen 
who live near South Amana 

Each year winners are chosen for the 
dlfferent divisions of the Iowa Soil 
Conservation Awards program This year 
the winners in the New Cooperator division 
were Dennis Frush and family who farm 
near La Porte Citv Honorable mention 
was given to Mr and Mrs. Louis Kapucian 
who farm the Emma Kapucian farm near 
Keystone 

Allan Bell and his tenant , Craig 

Shropshtre were chosen as the w10ners 1n 
the Tenant-Operated diVISion Bell hves 10 
La Porte C1ty and Cra1g farms the land 
south of town 

Eldo Meyer or Garrison was chosen as 
winner in the Owner-Operated d1vis1on He 
and his family were also selected as the 
over-all winners 10 Benton County for 1979 

The winners 1n the Iowa Soil 
ConservatiOn Awards Program each 
received a spcctal certificate recognizing 
their efforts The windbreak award is a 
plaque which is presented by the lzaak 
Walton League of America The awards 
program IS sponsored by the Benton 
County Soil Conservation Distnct to 
encourage erosion control and better land 
use 

Public pul~e 

Thanks for· devastating our woodla nd 
Ht Folks. 

A cheerful greeting from Wally Woodcutter, your President of the Iowa 
Defoliation and Wildllfe Hab1tat Extinction Association. I'd like to report 
to all of our club members, that the devastation of Iowa 's woodlands IS 
go10g great this season I'm proud of you for cutting down nearly every 
livmg and dead tree you can gel your chamsaws b1hng into As club 
members you're domg y?ur best to see who can stack your woodpiles h1gh 
enough to reach halfway to the moon Now let's not listen to those 
crackpot conservationists, meddlesome environmentalists. and silly 
sportsmen who complain about soil erosion, noise pollution, dt.~3ppeanng 
wildlife cover, loss of scenic beauty and other minor probl:;ms associated 
with the removal of trees. You know as well as I do, that all a tree does 
during the year, is to prevent us from getting a tan and providing a haven 
for those noisy birds in thee summertime and then 10 the fall 1l s leaves 
fade into those horrid colors and drop off making a mess all over the 
ground. It's simply disgusting isn't it? 

The sawmills are doing their share also. After all, we have to keep our 
economy going exporting our hardwoods overseas. Heck, 1t isn't our fault 
the foreigners destroyed the1r forests through mismanagement 

Now let's not let our members in agriculture go unnoticed either Their 
efforts to bulldoze and clearcut tree groves, to gain that additional land 
for those few extra bushels of corn and beans deserve a round of 
applause from us all 

Oh by the way, I almost forgot Our association finally received the first 
shipment of artificial trees from Taiwan. Those mgemous As1ans have 
reproduced genwne, imilahon oaks, walnuts, hickones. and maples 
These trees feature durable aluminum trunks with stamed epoxy bark 
and plast1c "no drop" leaves. These trees are adjustable and fit perfectly 
over those unsighUy stumps left from your previous cutting They will aid 
you 1mmensely m overcommg your guilt feelings from the loss of the 
woodlands 

Remember people, the only way we can win th1s batUe agamst fohage 
is to buy a b1gger chainsaw and mow our way through 

The moral of the story is that if you're going to utilize our so-called 
" renewable resources" , you'd better put forth some efforts to plant new 
trees and sens1bly manage the few tree groves we have lert . If you don't, 
you 'll end up selling your chainsaw and woodstove to the scrapyard, in 
order to help pay your fuel oil and electricity bills because all the woods 
will be gone. 

Enough said 
I love trees, 
David W Speidel 
Box 106 
Vinton, Iowa 52349 
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Announce big tillage show for area farmers 

~·lfl) f.1rm machmer} exh1b1ts and 16 
-peaker~ 1\tll be fe:ltured at the Eastern 
Iowa ConservatiOn Ttllage Sho\\ set for 
Jan 22 and 23 at the Five Seasons Center 
at Cedar Rap1ds 

labor fuel and SOil People attendmg the 
sho\\ " ill have an opportumty to v1sit w1th 
the farmers after the1r 1nd1v1dual 
presentallons 

the soli surface IS considered by 
conservatiOnists to be the best way to 
control soil erosion 

Peters said the purpose or the tillage 
show is to provide farmers with the 
mformallon they need to make the switch 
to conservation tillage. 

The sho\\ ~~ ~et up to acquaant farmers 
with conservation t1llage and no-till 
farmmg 

Machmery exhibits will come from as 
far away as North Dakota Tillage 
eqwpment, planters and sprayers wil be 
on display Several chemical companies 
will have exhibits featur ing pesticides and 
ferlllizers 

The theme for the tillage show IS 
"Operation Save Our Soil " Sponsors a re 
the s o11 conservation districts , Soli 
Conservation Service, extens1on serv1ce 
and ASCS in an e1ght-county area 
surrounding Cedar Rap1ds. The conservalton tillage show will begin 

Tuesday, Jan 22 at 6 p m It will end 
Wednesday, Jan 23 at 9:30 p.m. 

" With today 's rntensive croppmg 
systems, soil erosiOn 1s becoming more 
serious each year," said Floyd Peters SCS 
district conservationist at Vinton Tickets for the show can be obtained at 

any USDA office within the eight-county 
area. Also many equipment dealers , farm 
elevators, banks and agricullural 
chemical dealers have tickets available 

Nine farmers will be featured on the 
program They will tell about the 
successful methods they use to reduce 
their tillage operallons and save lime, 

According to a recent study, Iowa leads 
the nation in soil lost to erosion. 
Conservation tillage or the practice of 
leaving large amounts of crop res1due on 

Stickler to address 
tillage show 

One or the keynote speakers at the 
Eastern Iowa Conservation Tillage Show 
will be Fred C. Stickler, chairman of the 
Farm Equipment Institute and Tillage 
Equipment Council. 

Stickler will speak at the Wednesday 
evening, J an. 23rd, sesion on " Farm 
Equipment and Conservation Tillage." 

Stickler is an agronomist and former 
college teacher with a particular mterest 
in mechanized farm equipment. He is 
currently the director of the Deere and 
Company Technical Center at Moline, Ill 

At the center, Stickler has directed 
research on crop management systems 
and their effect on mechanization. He later 
assumed responsibility for planning liJlage 
and planting machines as a member or 
Deere's Product Planning Dept. 

Another speaker at the Wednesday 
evening session will be Ward Voorhees, a 
research soil scientist with USDA at 
Morns. Minn 

Voorhees has conducted seven years of 
research on soil compaction as it relates to 
wheel traffic He will present his results to 
show the efCects that size of tractor and 
types or lillage have on soil compaction. 

A total of nine farmers are scheduled to 
speak about their individual tillage 
systems. 

" Anyone who is thinking about 
mmimizmg their tillage operation next 
spring should attend the show," said Gene 
Wolter, district conservationist with the 
U.S Soil Conservation Service. 

About 50 to 60 machinery exhibits will be 
shown, includ1ng plante rs, tillage 
eqwpment, sprayers and agricultural 
chem1cal exhibits. 

Free tickets ror the event can be picked 
up at machinery dealers, agricultural 
chem1cal dealers and county offices or 
USDA in eight counties including Linn, 
Buchanan, Delaware, Benton, Jones, 
Iowa Johnson and Cedar 
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Editorials 
Too skimpy with 

Conservation funds 
1 t ".1~ a ~hoc·k to read w hl're the budget Pres1dent 

.Junm' Carter ,ubm•tted to Congress contams so hltle 
tor ~Oitl·on,ervatlon m~nllves for farmers lnfl:l'•On 
h.t~ o~rrect~ the~e dollars JUSt ltke they ' .ve 
l'Hf\ lhtng rbc and you would thmk that the 
,tdm;n,,lratlon \\Ould have proposed a substal)ltal 
mcrea~e tn fundtng Not so• 

Our own Benton County ts not a typ1cal •·•wa 
coun ty when tl t·omes to sot! conserva tion pract1 c~<.> by 
farmer; 1\lanv more ha ve been brought tnto thPse 
wonderful programs here because Of the dediCa ted 
work of our Conservat1on Commtsstoners a nd the top · 
notch professiOnal sta ff 1n the Vinton offtce . Nowhere 
tn Iowa " til you sec so many contoured fields, te rraces, 
and other conservatton pracllces VtsJtors from 
else" here who dnve our country roads here in Benton 
County a rc a l" ays enormously 1mpre:;sed That ISO I to 
say that much morl' can ·t be done• 

As ,, l' ~a•d at the star t or the prev1ous paragraph, 
however our county 1sn t typ1cal Too many other 
areas or ,otl nch Iowa are be10g fa rmed Wlth scant 
regard for wha t happens to the top-so1l they w1ll be 
turntng O\er to the next generallon lprovtdtng w10d 
and ram ero,ton haven t taken tt all away> Many 
experts •a:r that m another 20) ears there w til be ma ny 
farms w1th land no longer capable of producmg good 
crops because of e i'Ol>ton da mage. 

'llo one put 1t better than Pope John PauJ II on Ius 
VISit to the Ll\'lng Hastory Farms at Des :\loines last 
Oclober lie sa1d the good Lord has pronded Iowa 
farmers wtth some of the finest land 10 the world but 
thts also cames Wlth tt a respons1b1hty to take care of 
tt. Tha t means prac1tc10g sotl conservallon 

It takel> a b1g anvestment 10 some cases to ms taU 
needed conservatton pracllces That IS why 
government ass1stance IS so vi tal Even 1f you a ren 't a 
farmer, as an Iowan concerned about the future of our 
farms you should wrtle our senators and our o:wn 
congressma n to protest the madequate conserva llon 
fundmg 

Meeting to explain 
soil surveys 

The Soil Conservation D1slrict is holdmg 
a meetmg to explain the new soil surveys 
to farmers 111 B1g Grove township on 
March 12 in the Garrison Legion Hall at 
1 15 p .m 

New sod maps will be presented and 
explatned in detail These maps show soil 
type, amount or slope and degree of 
eros1on . By using these maps, soil 
conservationiSts can help farmers to 
develop a plan which will allow them to get 
maXJmum income and yet keep soil loss 
below fivi! tons per acre per year 

A new shde program will be presented 
The program is about no-till farming in 
corn and soybean stubble Federal and 
state cost share programs will a I so be 
explamed 

Anyone wishing to gel a modern soil map 
shouJd call or write to the soil conservation 
distnct office before March 12. The office 
phone number is 472·2161 The address is 
P 0 Box 526, Vinton, Ia 52349. 

Soil Conservation distri<·t 

t•ornmissioners willrneet Feb. 14 

'11:\IF~NJ<:\\S The Benton County Soli 
Con~t·rvallon D1stract Comm•ss10ners w11l 
ml~ t at 9 341 a m f."rb 14 m the d1~1nct 
off •n· at Vmton The pubhc '' mnted 

Items on the agenda are: renew bus mess 
m all perm1t, "1AC'D dues, ne\1 

conscr v,Jllon agreeme nts , r os t share 
lms111ess, So1l Stcward,hip WE'ck matf.'nals 
order. report on Conservation T1llagl' 
Sho\1 RCA summarH.·s. contractor 's 
merttng .tnd complelmg the annual plan of 
work 

Meeting ot•er conservation Jf edn esd ay 

On July 26, 1978, the first meeting was 
held 111 Benton County to discuss the 
Resource Conservallon Act of 1977 

Answers and resource mventory for the 
nallon have now been summarized and 
published They will be presented to area 
residents on March 5 at 7 30 p.m 111 the 

State Bank Commun1ty Room 
Seven alternaltve strateg1es have been 

proposed to solve the conservation 
problem The Benton County So1l and 
Water Conservation D1strtct wants 
Opllllons on which strategy would be best 
to use 111 the future 

4 Times, Vmton, lowo, March 26 1980 

Sp<)nsor poster contest 
1'1 11• llt·nl(ln l'uwlt) Sot! Con~ en alton 

ll1sl nt 1 " o11n• ag,un hold.ng Its ilnnual 
' ''" '"t'l \a lion pu,.l~r ntn re,l The theme lor 
l'tf«l1s St~~l Cunwrvallon · All enl ries a re 
.lut• .11 llw dtslrlt'l office no la ler I han :\lay 
I .md '' •II be Judged 111 early lllay 

l'ntes \\Ill bl· a\1arded 111 each of lhe 
lullom Ill!( ,Jgt• divb1ons grades J and ~ 5 
itlld li JUillor htg h h1gh school and adult 

l'nsle rs ran bl• <.tny ~• ze up lo 22 ' x :!8 
;md l'.ln be dune 111 an} 1ype of art med1a 

F:ach Pnl ry musl ha \!' name, addres>, 
phunl' number and ;;se dlvtswn mcluded 
on lhe back of I h.: posler ,\IJ entnes musl 
he from res1dent:. of Belllon Countv 

f 'ur more dela1Js contarl the Soil 
('nnservarwn Dtstnct office al P 0 Box 
526. \'mlun Ia 52:14'> or phon<' 4-72 2161 
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Two soil commissioner 

posts up for election 
TIMESNEWS- The posts of two Benton 

County Soil Conservation District 
Commissioners are up for election Nov 4 

The terms of John R. Schild, Belle 
Plaine, Iowa township, and Paul E 
Anderson, Vinton, Benton township, will 
exptre at noon on Jan. 2, 1981. 

Any qualified elector living in the soil 
conservation district is eligible for the 
office of commissioner, but no more than 
one commissioner may be a resident of 
any one township. All of Benton County, 
including cities and towns, makes up the 
soil conservation district. 

Incumbent commissioners are Roman 
Gardner, Garrison, Jackson township; 
Henry Lyphout, Vinton, Big Grove 
township ; and Don Weichman, Atkins, 
Fremont township Anyone living in these 
townships will not be eligible this year for 
the openings. 

~ 

Prospective candidates seeking the 
office of so1l conservat1on district 
comm1ss1oner must file nomination 
petitions in the same manner as for other 
elective posillons in the general election, 
except that no political party is 
designated . Nomination petitions are 
available in the County Auditor's office. 

These petition, signed by 25 eligible 
electors, must be filed with the County 
Auditor at the Benton County Courthouse 
no later than 5 p.m on Sept. 10. 

Those elected in November will serve a 
six-year term beginning Jan. 2, 1981. Soil 
conservation district commissioners serve 
without salary and guide the overall soil 
and water conservation program in the 
county. 

For more information, contact the 
Benton County Soil Conservation District 
Office, P 0 Box 526, Vinton, phone 472-
2161 
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Henry L yphout ends 1 3 years as Benton County soil c.ommissioner 

HENRY LYPHOUT 

By J . DAl\l ON CAIN 
Times Editor 

TlMESNEWs- Come the first of the 
year, Henry Lypbout ends 13 years of 
service as a Benwn County SoU Con· 
servation District Commissioner, "Or 
something like that," he says. 

And it's easy to forgive Hank for not 
knowing off the wp of his head the exact 
number of years be has been pushing 
and preaching in an official capacity 
the virtues of good conservation 
practices. It's easy because he's got 
more important matters on which w 
focus hls attention. 

Above all, Hank is a farmer - be and 
son Lon attend w 360 acres of corn, 
oats , and soybeans of his OWII and son 
Jerry farms his OWII land, so, all 

• 

totaled, the three of them take care 01 

approximtely 900 acres of Benton 
County farmland - and with the price 
of commodities, the grain storage 
shortage and various other immediate 
problems farmers face this fall , well, 
who's keepmg track of the years. 

And 1t 's not as though Hank started 
conservation practices when he began 
nJS nrst term as a commissioner 

" I was just approached to run for it," 
Hank said this morning from his home 
in Vinton. " I had been practicing soil 
conservation for years. I did a lot of 
strip cropping and conwuring. We were 
doing It quite a while before then. We 
just kept It up." 

une mtght suspect a commissioner to 
be gung ho for the construction of 
terraces , an Item that runs into the tens 
of thousands of dollars, but Hank is less 
enthusiastic. Not that terraces don't oo 
a good job, it 's just that Hank knows 

other, less expensive measures are 
available. 

"You can practice good soU con­
servation without spending a lot of 
money," Hank said. "There's strip 
cropping, conwuring, and keeping your 
Waterways seeded and shaped. I guess 
I'm a bit disgusted with the idea that 
because something has a big dollar sign 
m front of it, people automatically 
thinks it's got w be good, that It's the 
best way to go. That's just not true. 

"Terraces are good, I don't want you 
to think that they're not , but there are 
other ways of handling erosion," Hank 
said. "Besides, terracing disturbs the 
ongmal lay of the land. You have to 
move large amounts of dirt to terrace 
right, and then, sometimes, the terrace 
doesn't protect all that much land." 

Hank says he has a better method, 
one that is both considerably less ex-

pensive and in the long run just as ef­
fective. 

" We need to provide more green 
strips around hills and other areas that 
have more than a three percent slope,'' 
Hank said 

Hank realizes that "providing more 
green strips" entails planting oats and 
smaller seed grains, crops that do not 
return as great a profit as cash corn 
and soybeans. 

" A lot of farmers are after that quick 
cash," Hank said, and in turn, (lo not 
bother with planting oats. 

Hank gave certain details of a plan he 
would like the government to pursue, a 
plan that would save it money -
money, Hank adds, that could be put 
towards providing more grain storage 
facilities - while promoting good 
conservation practices. 

big way, according w Hank, il that, 
"Your seed companies haven't pushed 
it like they should." 

Hank and hls wlfe,Nadine,live in wwn 
now at 1516 EAve., but the move from 
their farm in Big Grove U>wnship 
doesn't mean they a re moving away 
from fai'Irlina. 
"I suppose I'll farm the rest of my life," 
said Hank, a guy who got his s tart with 
his father and has been farming ever 
since. 

"Overall, Benwn County does about 
as good a job with conservation as any 
county around," Hank said, "but It stili 
isn't enough. There's a lot to be done In 
Benwn County." 

So why is Hank stepping down from 
his commissioner's post? 

Conservation service continues statewide essay tradition 

"The government needs to provide an 
incentive for farmers to plant oats. 
Right now, the price of oats Is about 
$1 30 a bushel, so if you get 60 bushels 
an acre your return is $78 an acre. 
"Ibat's just not enough," Hank said. "U 
the government would do away with the 
set aside program and add another 50 
cents a bushel for their oats, that would 
give farmers the incentive to plant 
them. And it would save a lot of money 
for the government " 

"It isn't because I don' t like the 
work," Hank said, who added that he's 
been in his fair s.hare of arguments with 
farmers reluctant to incor pora te 
conservation practices into tneiJ' ,.,. 
ming. "It's just time we got some new 
blood on the board It's lime for 
someone else. Someone will stay In 
there too long and then you don't get 
enough Interest in conser vation 
because of it. You have to get more 
people involved and this Is just one way 
of doing it" 

TlMESNEWS - In a tradition beauD 
last year by the SoU Conservatfoo 
Service, an essay contest iS being held 
in the county 

The essays deal, naturally, with son 
conservation. The essays that are 
selected as winners will then move on to 
state competition. 

Although the following essays are not 
necessarily winners. thev arP P.xiUDJl)M 
of some of the works submitted for 
judging by the Soil Co.nservation Ser­
vice. 

The U ves We Determine 
By Susan Scheer, Benton CommunU)' 
People used w flock w the coast and 

large bodies of water to maintain their 
health and sanity, but now even th1J II 
not possible. 

The waters are stagnant and the land 
ls scor ched. Now everyone s taye 
secluded inside their scr ap-made 
shacks, coming out only to sustain wbat 
livelihood they can find . Even tbe 
ch ildren don't come out becaUM 
physical activity makes them short al 
breath. Grandparents do recall their 
fathers mentioning something about 
the vegetation giving off oxygen. Wbo 
would have thought, when the 
vegetation dies, so do we? 

This could be an accurate descriptioo 
of the transition of the fertile granary of 
the Roman Empire mto what is now the 
North African Desert. It could also be 
the United States in 150 years If some 
notice isn't taken w the conservation of 
such essentials as soU and wa ter. 

There is so much that can be done 
todav bv doirul so little. To helo save the 
soil sa1ch measures as no-tm-lormlDa 
can be started. AB l understand it, no- till 
farming incorpora tes fewer chemlcala 
and doesn't expose the ground so that 
the top soil can be taken away by 
erosion. Top soil ls the most precious 
part of our land, and it can take 
anywhere from 200 to 1,000 years to 
form. That's a long time w put farm 
land out of commission. 

While no-till and many of the older 
methods of farming can swp erosion, 
they can also maintain and stabilize the 
contents of the soil. Pro~ is a great 
thing , but I think it got carried away 
and pushed the land too hard without 
reolenlshlna it orooerly . There are 
many chemicals dispersed on fields, 
but that can't be the best way. There 
are many natural and more economical 
ways of fertilizing and replenishing, 
such as natural plant decay and 
manure spreading. 

Many chemicals are used to control 
unwanted grasses and weeds in the 
fields. If some older farming methods, 
such as rotating crops and wire 
planting, were used the chemlcala 
wouldn' t be needed. Yields would be 
smaller but of better quality. According 
to certain statistics, America has an 
overa bundance of food and these far­
ming techniques would help limit 
production and regulate prices. 

Soil conservation is directly related 
w water conserva tion. Unfortunately, 
many of the chemicals placed in the soil 
also are carried through the water 
system. These chemicals are said w be 
good for the land (although even that is 
questionable), but we all know they are 
not good for humans or animals. 
Chemical substanc~. along with U>p 
soil that erodes away, can easily wash 
into a water source and contaminate it. 

Farmland chemicals are not the only 
substance that pollute and polson 
water Many Industries a re dumping 
wastes into rivers and streams. There 
is even general carelessness by the 
public 1tseU, who are the ones fighting 
the issue The Environmental 
Protection Agency passed a Clear 
Water Act that put rules and 
regulabons on dumping wastes and the 
treatment of water So far, the act 
hasn't improved anything because it 
Isn't being properly enforced If 
someone doesn't control It now, our 
waters will get out of hand 

With so many options and so many 
people working on it there are ways w 
save the soU and water, not to mention 
the future. If we don't start caring and 
controlllng today, tomorrow may be a 
mirage In a new desert . 

Mud plea: A Key to the Future 
By Lori McKechnie. Benton Com­
munity 

Mud pies? Children can make several 
In very little time and use inexpensive 
ingredients, although mud pies aren't 
the biggest sellers, as many teary-eyed 
kids have found out Nevertheless, they 
could become a rarity If we continue to 
ignore the silent problem that slowly 
but surely has been getti.ng away from 
us 

Another problem Hank sees intrinsic 
With conservation is the element of 
time. 

" We have too many farmers who 
want it done quick," Hanks said. "They 
don't want to take the lime to ex­
periment, they want w get in and out of 
the fields and not have to worry about 
conwuring or other things that take just 
a little extra time. 

"In the long run, if they spend that 
extra time, they'll only help them­
selves," Hank said. "They won't think 
about using conservation measures 
untll they get a real bad rain, then a 
couple days later they'll forget all about 
it again. That's just the way it is." 

Another reason that conwuring and 
strip cropping have not cawzht on in A 

Denny Duello is the only person 
seeking election thls November to the 
board. 

" That's what I mean. I wish there 
were more people who were interested 
enough to run for the position. Not that 
Denny won't do a good job. I think he 
will. But people don't understand 
conservation until they get directly 
involved." 

So, on an official basis, Hank will get 
up from his commissioner's chair and 
head back to the fields. But you get the 
idea that this iS one farmer the Benwn 
County board will have as an emissary 
of its ideas and projects, a former 
board member of 13 years, or 
something llke that. 

CORRUGATED METAL 
Drainage Structures 

Culvert Pipe 
Wyes 
Risers 

Elbows 
Diaphragms 

laterals 
Tees 

Crosses 
· · -Reducers .. ~-

PLAIN OR COATED . 
STEEL OR ALUMINUM 

a-u.110 INLET-Larry Flesluler uamflles oae of die We 
opentnga In hb bean fteld to make eure water bas eaey 
access to lt. Water wtU run down the inlet and into the tJle 

underground, where It can't wash away hb valuable 
topsoil . Flesbner 's entire acreage Is tUed in auch a 
manner. 

CONTACT: 
DEL ROTH 

While mudpies don't appeal to the 
bwnan taste, they are two of our 
greatest natural resources - not the 
mud pies but their ingredients, soU and 
water . 

To the child making mud pies, soU 
seems w be in endless supply. 
However , man realires what a valuable 
and irreplaceable asset be has. 
Problems arise when he isn' t able to 
conserve the soil for generations. 
To realize nearly three billion people 
are fed from one acre of cultivated 
land, man must view it seriously. U the 
rate of loss continues we'll lose two 
inches of soil in 20 years. This would 

significantly affect the capability of 
production of many acres of land. 

Eventually we will be unable w feed the 
ever increasing population. As 
Theodore Roosevelt said, "When the 

soil is gone, man must go. And the 
process doesn' t take long." This makes 
it clear that now is the time w conserve 
for the future 

Water has innumerable uses. It is so 
easy for most people w get, they don't 
realize how necessary it is. Mud pies 
are held together by water. Just like a 
child needs water when making mud 
pies, man also needs it in his everyday 
life. Water covers three-fourths of the 
earth's surface and, because of its large 
area, it may mislead people into 
thinking that it is an inexhaustible 
resource. 

Contamination has greatly cut into 
this large resource. Impurities are 
caused partly by natural clr· 
cumstances, but man is also respon· 
sible. This problem needs to be taken 
seriously because normal, hea lthy 

---- ---------------"'! 
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SIDEWINDER 

Reduce soil erosion, prepare on 
ideal seedbed, and get excellent 

herbicide incorporation ... all 
with one machine. 

In today's economy, how much machinery 
can you afford to own, and how many 

trips across your fields can you 
afford to make? 

Visit with a Sidewinder farmer, then 
visit with us. 

D. & V. SIDEWINDER 
SALES, INC. 

I ~ . ~ Sidewinder formers for 18 years 

~~~~------P_h_. 4._7_2_·_47_0~---- Vinton ·----

I 
I 

I 
I 

people can live only seven w ten days 
without water. 

Soles Representative 
Marion, Iowa Ph. 319-377-5252 

Soil and water are the bridges con­
necting the non-living and living. Their 
conservation gr eatly increase the 
chances of preserving natural life in the 
future. 

THE LEVINE CO., INC. 

* 

4400 East 14th St., Des Moines, Ia. 50316 Ph. 515-262-5613 

CONCRETE THINKING 

FEED LOTS 

*DRIVEWAYS 

*SIDEWALKS 

McDOWELL 
READY MIX 

*FOUNDATIONS 

Newhall - 223-5146 Vmton - 472-3184 
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East end of building nearly totally destroyed 

Fire ravages half of ASCS office building 
TIMESNEWS - Omces at the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture Extension 
Buildtng across from the Benton County 
Jo'airgrounds are temporarily out of order 
following a Friday moring fire here. 

The east end of the building was mostly 
destroyed, said Willie Hansen of the 
Agriculture Stabilization and 
Conservation office. Office equipment 
including desks, calculators and 
typewriters in the east end of the building 
were destroyed, although the Paperwork 
was not, Hansen said. 

Firefighters made a second trip to the 
scene when the fire started up again after 
the firefighten; had gone, thinking the flre 
was out 

The Soli Conservation Commission 
omce, which m the west end escap00 the 
brunt of the fire's destruction, will be 
relocating temporarily across the street at 
the fairgrounds, according to the SCS's 
Robb Morrow. SCS personnel began 

moving office supplies early this 
afternoon 

The SCS office sustained only smoke and 
water damage, but no figures on total 
damage to the building and tts contentl 
were available at press time. 

The fire apparently started in the wirinC 
above the suspended ceiling of the AI 
Stabilization office. Hansen said office 
workers ftrSt knew something was wrona 
when a bank of tights went out. 

Shortly after that, fire appeared around 
a light fixture. Employees reached for • 
fire extinguisher and for the phone to call 
the Vinton Fire Department. 

Hansen said no one knew how long tht 
fire had smouldered in the attic before l\ 
was noticed 

The Ag Stabilization office, HnnsPn ~aid,' 
probably would not reopen on a temporar~ 
basis, but workers would probably load th 
paperwork into a van and seal it up until a 
permanent headquarters is reopened. 

iling meets 

the floor 

A light fhture hangs do"'n from the ceiting in the gutted 
ea,t l"nd of the -\SCS building, nearly toucblng the remains of 
a desk at th1• bottom of the photo. Office equlpm.-!nt, including 
de\k\, calculators, typewriters and other electronic 
equipment were de,troyed. Most of the ceiliog on the east end 
of the building fell to the Ooor, but tbe west end of tbe building 
appeared to recei\e on I) ~moke and "-Bier damage. Another 
photo, page three. 

Times photo by Ste~e Exley 

Council wants citizen 
input on sign slogan 

TIMESNEWS - The Vinton Community 
Betterment Council needs help, and thev 
aren't even asking for any money · 

All it wants is some ideas, and good ones, 
to help promote the city of Vinton. 

The council wants to erect a sign at the 
entrance of Vinton, and what they need is a 
slogan for the sign. Years ago a sign stood 
at the south edge or Vinton and it read 
" Vinton, City of Progress " But the sigr; 
deteriorated and was ne~:er replaced. 

But now the COWlcil feels the city needs a 
new one and they want a new slogan to go 
with lt. 

The council wants to limit the slogan to 
six or eight words and asks thai aU slogans 
be dropped off at the ctty office or mailed 
to: City of Vinton. P 0 Box 529, by next 
Friday. September 26. 

After a slogan iS picked for the stgn. BiU 
Reames, an industrial art teacher at the 
high school will construct the sign ~ilh the 
help of his students 

The council has already started taking 
ph~tographs of signs in other towns to get 
an tdea for the design But a new slogan for 
\'intoo is stt'l needed by next Friday. 

Firemen attack fire Friday morning 
Fire ravaged the ASCS building, across from the Benton 

County Fairgrounds, a t mid-morning today. Firefighters 
here work to quench the names, which apparently started ln 

the wiring in the attic. The east end of tbe building <nearest) 
received the heaviest damage. 

Tinespboto by Mert Alpers 
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No-till planting demo illustrates recent advancem ents 
VINTON- America's farmers and agricultural speclall.sts are 

dispelling long-held notions about moldboard plowing, a fact I~ 
ready evidence across the agricultural landscape here in Benum 
County. 

Moldboard plowing, of course, was an act to rid the surface of 
crop residue in preparation for spring planting, and It was a 
practice- and stUllsin a more limited sense - that has been handed 
down from one generation to another . Plowing has also proven an 
act against the better Interests of soU-saving efforts here In the 
county. 

Obviously, other methods of getting the crop Into the field have 
been developed, and come this Thursday morning, area farmers 
and interested citizens will be afforded the opportunity to witness a 
side-by-side comparison of five planters on a farm east of VInton. 

Denny DuelJo, the most recent addition to Benton County's soli 
conservation board of directors, Is hosting the planting demon­
stration on his farm, located two miles east of the county home on 
county road E-24 The Benton County SoU Conservation Dt.trlct 
and the Benton County Extension Service are co-sponsoring the 
event. 

AJlls Chalmers, International Harvester John Deere and White 
will each demonstrate the capabUihes of 1ts latest planters 10 a 
side-by-side demonstration in standing and untouched com stal~ 

Duello also said a sidewmder, a planter that tills a t().lnch stnp 

down the row where the seed ls planted but leaves the remainder of 
the surface undisturbed, will be demol\8trated 

On hand will be Greg Brenneman, area crop production 
specialist from the Cedar Rapids Exten.slon office, to conduct a 
discussion of o<rtlll planting alternatives 

One of the primary functions of tillage Is to bring the soU to a 
condition in which a planter can accurately place the seed at a 
desired depth with firm, moist soli around lt. 

Because of some very favorable advancements In planter design 
sensitive to the n<rtlll movement, many new planters are able to 
plant ln a variety of soli conditions 

" We used to plow to rid the surface of previous crop residue," 
Duello said. " We now see that residue is a soli saver and that 
planters and cultivators can function In It 

" We used to believe that the roots of our crop plant needed loose 
soli or growth would be hampered We now see that our modern, 
well-bred plants aren't nearly as helplesa as we thought," ac­
cording to Duello " We're moving toward the avoidance of com­
paction and the tillage that is necesaary to relieve It " 

Duello also stressed that modern-day farmers till the soli to kill 
veaetation. but added. " We' re seeing that less tillage means that 
fewer weeds grow "lew and bettPr chem1cals and cultivators are 
offermg new poss1btllttes every year 

The planters involved 10 the demonstration that gets 1ts start at 

10 a .m , Thursday, wiU plant through an area compacted by har· 
vest traffic and through areas poorly drained aa well aa in mellow 
untouched standing stalks. 

"These planters have a specifically desired ability to penetrate 
covered soli," Duello said. 

" We invite all farmers to come and see these planters work aide­
by-side, see what conditions they need to get the seed Into the 
ground, and then to think about what tillage is necessary and why," 
Duello said. 

Modern planters are expensive, running on the average in the 
$12,000 to $14,000 neighborhood for a six-row planter, and many 
farmers find It prohibitive to make the switch from conventional 
forms of planting to n<rtLtl planting 

But, Duello l.s qulck to add, " You can hlre your crops planted and 
It ts very likely to be less expensive than what you pay to plant with 
the more conventional methods and equlpment " 

Duello pointed out that the Soli Conservation Service <SCSl and 
the Agncultural StabUlzatlon Conservation Service <ASCSl have a 
!Jst of names of people who custom o<rtill In fact, n<rtlll planting t. 
encouraged and'subs1dlzed by the ASCS and the county soil con­
servahon dJStnct at $10 an acre 

" You may have to get used to lookmg at trash on your rtelds," 
Duello said. " but you won't have to look at nearly as m11ny washed 
out gullys e1ther " 
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Conservation 
banquet 
serves up 
awards 

CONSERVATION AWARDS - A 
conservation awards banquet held 1 
yesterday noon at the VInton Country 
C1ub honored several people from 
Benton County for their efforts toward • 
soli conservation. Above, the c.hlef 
award winners were, row one, left to 
right: Henry and Darlene Mantz, 
recipients of the Izaak Walton Wind­
break Award ; Keith and Susan Wer­
ning. winners of a conservation award 
In the Landlord-Tenant division. Row 
two: Richard and Kathl Noe, winners In 
the New Cooperator division ; and Ruth, 
Elmer and Lyle Scheetz, winners In the 
Owner ..Operator division. Also honored 
at the banquet were 13-yea>" veteran of 
the SoU Conservation Service Com­
mission Henry Lyphout and his wife 
Nadine. 
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B.C. students sweeps awards 1 

' 

in conservation essay contest i 
' VAN HORNE- Benton Community 

students took the top three places In the 
Benton County Soil Conservation 
Essay Contest, for the third consecutive 
year. 

I 

was designed to create an awareness of,_: 
the need for soil conservation," Brown l 
said. - • 

Leo Frazier was first, Mike HerUe 
second and "Kristi Schulze third. 
Monetary prizes were presented to the 
top three place-winners by J tm Brown, 
Benton County district conservationist 

Harry Van Eschen, secretary of the 
Eden Mutual Insurance Co., was the 
sponsor and promoter, and Eden 
Mutual Insurance was the financial 
sponsor. 

" The contest, which used to be a 
speech contest until three years ago, 

Essays were jUdged by the district.'• 
conservation commission on the basis..., 
of originality, content, facts, awareness 
and rhetoric. ( 

•• ••• 
" By living on a fann , I was awartt: 

that there was a need for soil cOO,:: 
servatioo," Frazier said, " but bY.; 
researching the subject, I realized how;. 
important It really ls." ; 

Frazier will read hls essay at an 
awards dinner in Vinton Dec. 14. His ' 
essay will also advance to district 
competition, according to Brown. 

ESSAY WINNERS- Benton Community Hlgb 
~hool s tudents swept the top three places In tbe senior 
division or the recent Benton County Soli Conservation 
Essay C.ontes t. Pictured from left to right arf' : third-
place wmner Krls ti Schulze of Van Horne, second-
place winner M~e Henle of Atkins and first-place 
winner Leo FrazJer of Van Horne; Jim Brown, Benton 

Times, Vinton, Iowa, December 2. 1983 3 

County Soli Conservation Director; and Henr) Van 
Eschen, representing contest co-sponsor Eden Mutual 
Insura~ce. Benton s tudents have won aU three top 
places lD each of tbe three years the contes t has been 
sponsored_. Frazier wUI read his winning essay at the 
annual Dtstrlct Soil Conservation Dinner ln Vinton 
Dec. 14. 
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Farmer: no-till cuts costs 
CEDAR RAPIDS Don&ld 

Knaack switched to no-till when 
he purchased land that had a 12 
percent slope 

Dunng the three years he's 
used no-till the Benton County 
farmer estimates h1s SOil losses 
plummeted from 60 to four tons 
per acre 

·No-tillts JUSt an easter more 
econorrucal way of fa mung Plus 
until you try 1t you don't reahz~ 
ho\\ much soil you save. 
Kna •ck told a group at the 
Eastern Iowa Conservation 
Tillage Show in Cedar Rapids 
last week. 

For example Knaack from 
Keystone told the group about a 
4-mch rain that overran fields 
which had been conventionally 
tilled Thls rill eroston clogged 
waterways But Knaack's no-llll 
fields were mtact desptte the 
downpour 

Many farmers don't try no-till 
because they are leary of the 
practice. Yet 10 years ago far· 
mers were plowmg fields before 
they planted beans 

• :-low 1t's rare when you see 
bean fields plowed That's how 
much umes have changed 
Maybe in 10 years they 'll look 
back at us and laugh for not usmg 
no-till. Knaack sa1d 

In his operation Knaack fall 
chisels stalks with 2 ' stratght 
shanks He chops some stalks 
and chisels some sod I hs no-t1ll 
bean ground IS planted to corn In 
the spring stalks are dtsked once 
The only time he uses a plo\\ Is on 
some sod. 

For llerbtctdes Knaack uses 
one quart Lasso w1th hqutd fer· 
tilizer followed \\1th Banvel 
Some Bronco and Bladex IS used 
early for bumdown 

His planter is a John Deere 
4-row Wlth herbtctde and msec 
ticide attachments and one-mch 
spnng loaded ripple coulter 

Some years he gets by Without 
msecticide, otherwise he uses 
Dyfonate. 

During Ius first year w1th no­
Ill\ there was good emergence 

"Everything carne up even better 
than where I'd \\Orked the groun· 
d " Knaack said 

His average ytelds are 130 
bushels of com and 46 bushels of 
soybeans 

Knaack S81d he saves a week's 
field preparation by usmg no-till 
With reduced tillage dtskmg, 
ploWlllg and held culhvatmg are \ 
elirrunated 

One tlung fanners usmg no-hll 
need to get to 1s the extra lime m j 
the spnng. "You feellokc you 're 
not doing your JOb when 
everybody else IS out m the field 
and you're not," Knaack com· 
rnented 

Other advantage:> to usmg no 
till mclude savmgs m fuel equip· 
ment and mo1sture 

Some of Knaack's land IS 11·12 
miles away from h1s other fields 
"The driving lime is the same to 
the other farm but I only make 
the trip once instead of three 
limes ~,~,,th the plow. d1sk f1eld 
culllvator and culllmulchers," 
Knaack said 

Using no-till also ehminates the 
need for the plow, d1sk. harrow, 
larger tractors and f1eld con­
ditioners ·until you try no-hll 
you won't realize how much you 
\\On'l need some of the im· 
plements you have,' Knaack 
said 

After \\mter's snowfall there's 
usually enough moisture in the 
soli for spnng planllng, he added 

As for recommendations to far­
mers considering no-llll , Knaack 
ad\'ISed them to try ptantmg 20 to 
30 rows the first year These rows 
should be easily accessible for 
checking too Knaack advised 
placmg them at one end of the 
held 

Leanung not to worry about 
the trash on top of the he Ids IS im­
portant too. he adv1sed 
· Everybody thinks there will be 
a buildup of trash over the years 
But the weather will deteriorate 
it to notlung," Knaack said 

"All I can say is go no-till and 
try it." Knaack told the group as 
he concluded his presentation 

\ 

' . ~ 

l 
No-tiU farmer 

Donald Knaack talked about his experiences with no-till at the 
tillage show Knaack farm s near Keystone in Benton County. 
IAgn-New!> photo by '\ancy Carver I 
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Supervi 
B) DA\10 STRABALA 
Times !laH Writer 
VINfO.'II- County revenue sha 

money aUocauons or about $437,ooj 
the remamder or this fiscal Y~l 
1984·85 were approved by Be 
County supervisors late Tuesday. 
about 55 percent reserved for po 
county jail renovation or re 
strucllon 

Prec1sely $238,956 ~,~,;u be ptac 
Jail contingency fund. slightly less 
tile board prom1sed last month a 
request hearings This arnolllts to 
percent of the total estimated f 
$437,301 

SlperVJsors held a doublehe 
hearing sesston on Jan. 20 to 
requests for the money -which bee 
available again for the last two q 
ters of thts fiscal year, and all of rl 
after the federal government rene 
the funding 

Board Chairman Harry 1-brak 
said last month all of next v 
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The girls' ba~ketbaU 
sectional tournament 

being pla~ed at Wa~hing-
ton High is do\\n tn the Lad' 
Bobcat~ and the Vinton \1kettes. 

• ~oris on page t and 5. 

' * CEDAR VALLEY 

Thursday, February 16, 1984, Vinton, Iowa 
No. 095740, Number 69, Volume 115. 8 Pages 

Supervis rs allocate revenue sharing dollars 
B) U\\ 1D STRA&\U 
nmt~ 3lll 1\rittr 
\1\'ftN- ~ty f fi"Et:.t shu .114 

lll!itey ai!Jc:atlOns of aooa: SCi 0:0 ·o 
the remamder d thJs fisal )&r tn 
1984-85 were approred by &onto 
CMJnt) SUjl«l'lS!r.l late Tuesday, o,ri 
aboul S.S perteri resen11il1r !'l'lib' 
county )at. ruovau~ or mo 
.ltnrtcn. 

Jmsdy s:!31,956llill ~ pttd 1D I 
}ail cootqeocy 1\md, sJgh~y less Ill~ 
t.!;e board jrOOll.sed last mOiih II 
~~ bwmgs 'lbls amOIJilllo Sol 
~eat of !be toUI !$1ima!ed f111ds ' 
M ,))l 
~i!On beld a mltidleadd 

baing sessbo m ~ !Ho ~ 
!!q.~e5IS ior tbe moot')' -'itch~~ 
avail~e agam (()(the !ast tn qu&4 
ters o1 tlus fascal)ear, and Ill ol nextj 
after !be federal ~~erna:!lll rmewej 

the flll(i.. H: k 
!bard Olairm1.'l 8in1 II 

said WI mct:th ali ol r.nt 

available funds, about $285,000, would 
be held for jrul construction . 

But that dJdn 't mean other requests 
for next year would be shunned AI:· 
tually, an allocation summary sheet 
simply lumps the total available 
money, and splits the remaining 45 
percent 1$198,345) not going for a jail in 
favor of 1984-85 requests . 

Requests for this year's new money 
were not as high as for next year. smce 
some needs had been met durmg last 
year's hearing, with the limited funds 
available. 
~ of $56,963 in additional requests 

this year. $36,898 <70 percent> were 
met This takes into account 
categorization shifts, whereby the 
cotmty courthouse repair amol.flt was 
moved to next year, and the Benton 
County Extension Council ' s $4,239 
request was granted thro1J8h county 
assistance funds instead of revenue 
sharing, as originally asked 

Clficial county department requests 
• 

accounted for over two-thirds of 
$161 ,447 approved for 1984·85 

The fm al allocations arrived after 
over three weeks of consideration by 
the board 

Horak, however, stated last !o)'iday 
that each supervisor had prepared his 
own allocation plan. " There are areas 
of <hfferential, but not much," Horak 
said about the three members' initial 
plans. 

Overall , the final figures approved, 
inc I uding funding from county 
assistance funds, amount to 61.9 
percent of request granted l\1oney 
allocated to the following groups was 
100 percent of the total requested, 
unless otherwise specified· 

1983-84requestt granted 
-$5,000 ( 62.5 percent of request) to 

the Belle Plaine 1<'\re Dept (or radio 
communication equipment 

-t3.969 to the ~rway Jo1re Dept. for 
equipment and trai.rung. 

-$3,755 tD the Newhall Ji\re Dept for 
equipment 

-t636to the Vutton 1-'\re Dept for fire 
hose 

--45.000 < 88.3 percent of request> tD 
the 9lellsburg I-1re Dept. for equip­
ment 

-$1,318 for the Dysart Rural 1-'\re Co • 
for eqwpment .and interest on a loan 

-41,000, Garrison Jo1rst Responders, 
Cor equipment. 

-$1,350, Van Home Ji'lrst Responders, 
for equipment. 

-$4,770, Urbana Ambulance Service, 
for equipment and education. 

-$4,000, <50 percent) to SEATS. for 
operation of Uree buses 

-$5,000, sheriff's dept for a squad 
car 

-$1,100, Benton Qlunty Health Dept., 
for wheelchairs 

1984-85 requests granted 
-$15,000. tD HACAP, for operational 

costs. 
-410,000 <78.9 percent of request>, 

c1ty of Vinton. for the dog pound 
-$3,000, RS. VP., for administrative 

costs for Retired Senior Volunteer 
Program 

-$500, Belle Plaine Community 
Center, for administrative costs. 

-$10,000, Area Substance Abuse 
Qluncil, for substance abuse treat­
ment 

--440,000 112 7 percent of request>, 
Benton County sherifrs dept. , for three 
squad cars rad10 equipment, and 
mruntenance 

-$47,000, county data processing 
center, for maintenance, supplies and 
aquipment 

-413,400, county auditor's office, for 
maintenance on parcel numbering and 
mapping, computer software, and 
revenue sharrng administration costs 

-$1 ,250, Garrison 1-'\re Dept , for 
equipment. 

-$4,000 <40 percent of request>, Van 
Horne 1>'\re Dept , for ftre truck 
payment 

-47,600, ~rth Benton Ambulance, 
Inc., for a defribrillator 

-$1,197, Newhall Hrst Responders, 
(or equipnent 

-$8,500, BentDn Qlunty Supervisors, 
for courthouse repairs, and county car 
expenses. 

Requests granted through county 
assltance funds, instead of revenue 
sharing: 

-$4,249, Benton County Extension 
Qluncil, for an Apple III Computer 
( 1983-84) 
~.500 (59 4 percent> , Benton Qlunty 

Soil Conservation Dist rict . for 
newsletter, med1a kits, etc 

-f2.001> <66.7 percent>, for Vmton 
Public Library, for a copy machine. 
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Neppel: Soil a resource that needs protection 
By BILL 1\lARTIN 
Times Staff Writer 
VINTON- After a month and a hair as a 

sotl conservatiorust m the Benton Dtstncl, 
Jerry Neppel can tell you there's no such 
thtng as ··a typtcal day" at etther the offtce 
or m the field 

Neppel. 22. graduated from Iowa State 
lmverstty last December wtth a Bachelor 
of Sctence degree m Agronomy, the study 
of crop productton. land management and 
chmatolo~ A Sotl Conservalion Servtce 

Continued from prevtous page 

out in the field. is spent "staking out and 
surveying for conservalion practices,' 
Neppel said. "ln the wmter there are 
training meetings and I make contact With 
tarmers for conservation projects " 

He got a good idea of what he'd be doing 
as a soil conservationist dunng a summer 
mternship in Decatur County and was 
recommended to be kept on for em­
ployment with the SCS 

"That had beeo with me for a long time 
after I decided I couldn't really farm 
mysell," Neppel satd "Wtth my earlier 
experience in soil sctence, I became more 
interested in it as I learned more about the 
soil I bad a long drive to be Wtth the Soil 
Conservation Service " 

The difference between the steps of 
being a summer intern and a soil con­
servallorust are big ones 

"As a student trainee, you aren't ex­
pected to know as much and what you said 
wasn't necessarily considered to be right,'' 
said Neppel "With the soil conservation 
job. the farmers accept what you say as 
true because you are an employee or the 
Soil Conservahon Serv1ce. " I feel an added 
pressure to be nght with everything I say, 
and there are a lot of regulations and rules 
we have to follow 

Those regulatiOns and rules are the 
same every soil conservationist m each of 
the 100 districts in Iowa -two in Pot· 
tawattamie County and one m each of the 
state's 98 other counties - must abtde by. 
Neppel has had no trouble following the 
guidelines and enjoys living in Vinton and 
working with area farmers. 

"I looked Vinton over and liked it, so I 
came here,'' he said "The expertence that 

employee, he ts assiSting the Benton Soil 
Conservahon Dtstnct headquartered in 
Vinton, assummg that post in late 
January 

He hved on a gram and livestock farm 
until hiS Juntor year at Carroll Kuemper 
High School when hts famtly moved mto 
town 

Neppel's cla~es at colle2e mcluded tte 
reqwred courses m studymg crops, soils 
and agricultural meteorology and update 
semmars as well as "support classes," 

JERRY NEPPEl 

I have had with farmers has shown me 
that they are progresstve, good farmers,. 
and pretty up to date with what's hap-

whtch mcluded ammal science, chemistry, 
btology, botany, English and speech 

" Wtth my farmmg background, I always 
was wtth agnculture and I loved 
agncuture," Neppel said " I was m­
terested 10 soils and was on soil judgmg 
teams 10 htgh school and college and liked 
to work wtth the soil 

"Sotlts a resource that needs protection 
and I thought I could do the best JOb with 
the Sot I Conservatton Service." 

Wtth the degree he earned at Iowa state, 

JERRY NEPPEl 
every rarmer ·~ wut:ac•u. cUJu c::ve-ay tur-

Neppel 's career options could also include 
consult10g for an agronomy firm or bemg 
an agronomtst for a farmer's co-op 

The JOb he does as a soil conservationist, 
developmg conservation plans for farmers 
who request assistance while trairung to 
become a dtstnct conservationist. vanes 
from season to season and with the 
weather 

Part of the year, whenever he can get 

Conttnued on next page 
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·Farmers need to initiate soil-saving measures 
• 

8) DAVID STRABALA 
Times Starr Writer 
VINTON- Benton County farmers who 

want help with soil erosion problems may 

need to dig up a more comprehensive 
conservation plan, in this first year of the 
Iowa Soil 2000 Program 

Dennis Duello, Benton County Soil 

Conservatton District Commissioner, says 
the new cost sharing program will require 
farmers to implement more soil saving 
measures apart from those for which state 
funds are granted. 

Watershed area, northeast and east of 
Belle Plaine, Brown said. 

About haU the farmers in this 7,000 to 
8,000 acre area have been contacted so far, 
and Brown said he thinks rounds will be 
finished before spring planting begins. 

" It's not going to be quite as easy to get 
cost sharing funds. There are things 
farmers can do on their own to help 
themselves that they don't need cost 
sharing for. Most of it has to do with tillage 
and contouring," Duello said. 

He sa1d mitlal feedback has been mixed, 
although most farmers are accepting of 
the program. 

" The majority feeling has not been real 
favorable, and not real negative. They 
know something has to be done -most of 
them agree with that." Brown added that 
30 to 40 percent of farmers contacted in the 
watershed area have expressed interest in 
a conservahon program for their land. 

~/ft2-t 1/dil~.tf.fV'inw 
~ fl/!t/ti 

The Iowa Soil 2000 Program was 
established in 1980 to provide educational, 
financial and technical assistance to 
landowners for reducing excessive soil 
erosion from all Iowa land by the turn of 
the century, according to James Gulliford, 
director of the Iowa Department of Soil 
Conservation 

Duello said fanners applying for cost 
sharing first must accept an infonnationa1 
folder , outlining pertinent soil con­
servation mfonnation through graphs and 
tables, as well as available assistance and 
the obligations under Iowa law Then they 
are given five years in which to spell out an 
effective comprehensive plan for soil 
conservation on all their land 

Both Brown and Duello say many' far­
mers need to know that erosion affects 
their land more than IS obvious. 

Brown said results of a national survey 
indicate most farmers think erosion is a 
problem -"but not on their fann " 

Duello sa1d. " We need the fanner to 
understand that there's more soil loss out 
there than he's aware of. 

Youth leadership Program 
sponsored statewide " I thlllk they really believe there's 

something to be gained from conservation 
measures, but they don' t know how 
much." VINTOJ\"- The Benton County Soil 

Consl!rvauon District announced tliat a 
Youth Leadership Program wnJ-t>e-t-o­
sponsored this summer by the County 
Conservation Boards, Soil Conservation 
Distr1cts and Cooperative Extension 
Services 

The statewide program IS developed 
for high school s tudents who are in­
terested in conservation. 

The Benton County Soil Conservation 
District wiU sponsor one student's 
participation m the program, and will 
pay the student's fees 

Any high school students interested in 
attending the Youth Leadership Con­
servation Program should contact the 
Benton County Soil Conservation 
District office at 1701 2nd Ave , Vinton, 
or phone 472-2161. 

Two sessions will be offered June 25 
to 28 at the State 4-H Center near 
Madrid; and August 6 to 9 at the Con­
serva tion Education Center near 
Guthne Center. 

' 

Various conservation careers and 
topics to be covered include: geology, 
soils, wildlife, forestry and waters. 

Participants will be actively mvolved 
m field techniques associated with 
these careers. 

College scholarships will be awarded 
based on the results of a written 
examination given at the end of the 
program. 

A maximum of 50 students will be 
allowed to attend each session. The cost 
of the ~our-da·y and three-night 
program IS $55. 

In past years, Duello said it was rare for 
SCS officials to go visit the farmer about 
conservation and 50 percent cost sharing 
allowances. Now, however, applicants 
"must at least listen to us before applying 
for funds," be said 

Jim Brown, district conservationist with 
the Soil Conservation Service <SCS> here, 
says the distribution of educational in­
formation bas begun in Benton County 
during the last few weeks. 

The Benton County SCS is concentrating 
Its 1984 efforts in the Buckeye Creek 

~ No-till demo set 

at Hansen farm 

Two of the biltl(est ways a farmer can 
gam are through countouring and reduced 
tillage, DueUo emphasizes_ 

" On minor slopes, contouring is lookea 
at as not doing very much good." -but 
Duello said many fanners would be sur­
prised to see the associated soil savings 
(l"esented on a graph. 

Reduced tillage is particularly ef­
fective ; it costs the least and has the best 
results, Duello said. 

Crop residue shields topsoil from falling 
raindrops which would otherwise break up 
the top layer of soil, causing "sheet 
erosion." 

The erosive effects of not leaving crop 
residue in fields is difficult to see. Even if 
you stand m a field during a rainstonn, 
you may not see any topsoil being carried 
away, Duello said 

The goa: of the Iowa Soil 2000 program is 
to limit soil losses under "T," he sa1d. The 
letter stands for the rate of soil loss, in tons 
per acre, which will not exceed the rate at 
which the soil repleniShes itself 

During t983 Gulliford previously 
reported that the program was started in 
two pilot areas of eastern and western 
Iowa BRANDON - Bob Duello will 

dtmonstrate no-till planting on 
Thursday, May 3 at 9 a m He will plant 
corn into bean ground using a John 
Deere 7000 

This demonstration will be held on 
the Oscar Hansen fann, 3'-t miles north 
of Highway 101 on the Brandon 
blacktop. AU interested persons a re 
more than welcome. 

" Overall, pilot proJect feedback has 
been positive," Gulltford said " Most 
landowners realize that the soil con­
servation practices outlined m the folders 
would be beneficial " 

Co-sponsoring the event is tht Benton 
County Soil Conservation District. 
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-
Neppel: Soil. a resource t 

By BI LL ~tART" 
Timt>s Staff \\ rittr 
VINTON Arter a month and a half as a 

sotl conservattomst tn the Benton Dtstnct, 
Jerry Neppel can tell you there's no such 
thmg as "a typtcal day" at etther the office 
or tn the f teld 

Neppel, 22, graduated from Iowa Slate 
Umverstty last December wtth a Bachelor 
of Sctence degree tn Agronomy, the study 
of crop productton, land management and 
chmatologl A Sot! Conservation SerVIce 

Continued from previous page 

out in the field, ts spent "staking out and 
surveying for conservation pracltces," 
Neppel said. " In the wmter there are 
training meetings and I make contact w\th 
farmers for conservalton projects." 

He got a good tdea of what he'd be doing 
as a soil conservationist durmg a summer 
mternshtp in Decatur County and was 
recommended to be kept on for em-
ployment w\th the SCS. . 

''That had beeo with m~: for a long time 
after I decided I couldn't really farm 
myseU," Neppel satd "With my earlier 
experience in soil science, I became more 
interested tn tt as I teamed more about the 
soil I had a long drive to be with the Soil 
Conservation Service " 

The difference between the steps or 
being a summer intern and a soU con· 
servahonist are big ones. 

"As a student trainee, you aren't ex· 
peeled to know as much and what you said 
wasn't necessarily considered to be right," 
said Neppel. "With the soil conservation 
job, the farmers accept what you say as 
true because you are an employee of the 
Soil Conservation Service. " I feel an added 
pressure to be rtghl with everything I say, 
and there are a lot or regulations and rules 
we have to follow. ' 

Those regulations and rules are the 
same every soil conservationist in each of 
the 100 districts m Iowa - two in Pot­
t.awattamie County and one 10 each of the 
stale's 98 other counties -must abtde by 
Neppel has had no trouble following the 
gwdelines and enJOys living in Vinton and 
working wtth area farmers. 

"I looked Vinton over and liked it, so I 
came here," he said "The experience that 

employee, he is assiSting the Benton Sotl 
Conservation Dtstrict headquartered 10 
Vinton, assummg that post in late 
January 

He lived on a gram and livestock farm 
until his Junior year at Carroll Kuemper 
High School, when his famtly moved mto 
town 

Neppel's classes at colle.ze included the 
required courses tn studying crops , sotls 
and agricultural meteorology and update 
semtnars, as well as "support classes," --

JERRY NEPPU 

I have bad with farmers has shown me 
that they are progressive, good fanners, , 
and pretty up to date with what's hap-

pemng m agriculture. 
" One thing thts job bas taught me is that 

every farmer ts dtfferent and every far-

• 
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ming situatton IS dtfferent," added Neppel 
"You have to work with the mdtvtdual 
farmer · 
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No-till demo rescheduled for May 9 
BRANDON- The no-1111 plantmg 

demonsration to be gJven by Bob Duello 
on the Oscar Hansen farm has been 
rescheduled due to wet weather 

The demonstration will be held 
Wednesday, May 9 at 10 a.m on U1e 
Hansen farm, 3t,<z miles north of H1gh-

wa y 101 on the Brandon Blacktop 
Duello will plant corn mto bean 

stubble using a John Deere 7000. Any 
interested persons are welcome 

The Benton County So1l Conservahon 
Distnct will co-sponsor the event 

• 

-~ 

6 Times, Vmton, Iowa, May 18, 1984 

Astra­
Graph 

) our Uirthda) 
'13) 19, t9~ 

Partnership sttuations will work out 
more fortunately for you this commg 
year 1f you assume the leading role, 
rather than the supportmg one. Be a 
leader, not a follower 
. Tt\ URUS 1Aprll20 ·May 20) Persons 
m step w1th your way of thmking will be 
treated with warmth and consideration 
today, but those who disagree with you 
won 't. 

GEMINI ! M ay 21 - June 20) You 
could be quite lucky again today in an 
area whPre you were recently for­
tunate However, gambling on the 
untested wtll prove foolish 

PEANUTS by Schulz 

( \ 1\t'Eit ! June 21 - .July 22 
volvements w1th friends will wor 
pleasantly today if you ha, 
cooperahve spmt. Being self-se 
w11J dull everyone's fun. 

LEO ! July 23 - Aug. 22) Try to 
each person w1th whom you deal t 
respectfully If you're nice only tot 
who can help you, your actions 
betray you 

\ IRCO !Aug. 23 • Sept. 22J U y1 
par11c1patmg in a social sport 
fnends today, keep wagers out ol 
PICture. Bethng could alter the < 
ptex1on of the event 

LIBRA <Sept. 23 • Oct. 23J fo'inan 
indicators contmue to favor you tO( 
especially m joint ventures, but if 
behave selfishly, you'll cut your ma1 
of profit 

SCORPIO <Oct. 24- Nov. 22) You 11 
have to deal With someone today yo~ 
never completely for given 
somethmg that happened in the pi 

. award and certlrlc:ate of 
AWARD- Terry Ulch of Belle Plalne recelve~b~s chairman of the Benton 

a..:hlevemeot ln soli conservation fro~ Stan ~:f ~b;ee winners of the Five Ton 
County Soil Conser vation District. Ute was on 

I YOU WERE SUPPOSED TO 
BE A HARBINGER OF 

h SPRING, AND YOU MISSED 
2 JT BY TWO MONTHS' 

TJ.lAT'S RIGHT .~AN6 
YOUR ~EAD IN S~AME ... 

K! sustained bV """'' - - • 

Soil Loss Award. 

• 
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~No-till demonstration set 
on Kent Miller farm June 1 

VINTON- A no-till planting 
demonstrallon will be held June 1 on the 
Kent Miller farm, one-baH mile south 
of Brandon. The demonstration will 
start at 10 a m and there will be signs 
posted for direction to tht> field. 

Kent will be demonstrating the no till 

planhng method by plantmg com into 
last year's hay ground 

The event is being co-sponsored by 
~e Benton County Soil Conservation 
D1strtct. There will be -.:offee and 
donuts served. 

No-till 
field day 
slated 

\1NTQN, Iowa - A 
no-till demonstration 
will be conducted June I 
at the Kent Mtl)er farm 
located one-half m1le 
south of Brandon 

The demonstration 
will begm at 10 a m 
There will be s1gns 
posted for directiOns to 
the field 

Miller WJII be demon­
strating no-till by pla~­
hng com mto last year s 
hay ground 

The event ts bemg co­
sponsored by the Benton 
County Soil Conser­
vatiOn District. and cof­
fee and donuts will be 
served 
T ,.-.;.,..,.. r ---
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Dime's diameter 
denotes 
disaster for 
county's soil 

By JEFF BUTTS 
Times Intern 
VINTON- Imagine an acre of prime 

Benton County farmland. Stand a dime on 
1ts edge on the soil and push it m until it1s 
covered with dirt. Now visualize the soil a 
dime's diameter deep has been ripped off 
that acre. 

Visualize two, maybe three, dimes' 
diameter of topsoil off the field 

It doesn't seem like much, but Just one 
dime's diameter off the entire face of an 
acre of farmland 1s the equivalent of 10 
tons of topsoil lost and productwlty 
reduced. 

That's how much damage the rams of 
the past few weeks did to Benton County's 
bountiful soil, says Distract Con­
servatiomst Jim Brown of Vinton. 

Some 25,000 acres of Benton County 
land- 7 percent of the total farm acreage 
m the county- suffered erosion of 20 tons 
or more per acre of topsoil durmg a two­
week penod alone, Brown said 

Add to that total about 280,000 acres that 
expenenced between 5 tons and 20 tons of 
soil loss per acre during the same period 
and a lot of soil was eroded 

And 1f that wasn't enough, damage 
caused in April downpours was even 

Fields in severo! ports of Benton County hove soil loss, ond 
otter eorly June roins, up to 25,000 ocres in the county 

lost 20 or more tons of soil per ocre. 

worse, Brown said Many acres received 
up to 3G-plus tons of soil loss in that rainy 
period, he said 

"The thing about the April rains was 
that they were more widespread, while the 
June rains have been more concentrated," 
Brown sa1d 

The rain damage occurred mostly in the 
northern part of the county, especially in 
the Mt Auburn area, where during the 
period startmg .June 1 more than 10 inches 
have fallen 

"I wouldn't call it a disaster but I 
wouldn't caU it normal erosion It's not 
that severe throughout the county to call it 
a disaster," he said 

" Some farmers may disagree with me, 
if they have a lot of damage," Brown said. 

Not a whole lot of damage was reported 
to lhe Soil Conservation Office in Vmton as 
a result of the storms, Brown said, but one 
fanner reported that water flowed over his 
terraces, the result of a one-week, 9-inch 
rainfall period. 

Damage that did happen was the result 
of farmers planting across waterways. 
And that loss came in tne way of soil, as 
well as seeds, herbicide and fertilizer. 

Taking into accotmt that the average soil 
loss in the county is considered to be 13 
tons a year. the loss of 20 tons in a two 
period 1s a great deal of soil, to say the 
least, Brown said. 

" If they lost that much in just one time, 

Continued on next page 

Times, Vinton, lowo, June 29. 1984 S 

Continued from previous page surface, Brown sa.id "Farmers who used no-till last fall found Contounng, wh1ch can involve alter· 

l if you add that to the April period, that 
ndeed a lotofsoillost," be said. 
oil loss of more than 5 tons may result 
lpplying more fertilizer because of the 
nova! of pnme growing material. 
a a one-year period, 5 tons of topsoil are 
duced in the physical and chemical 
ISfonnation of soil lying beneath tbe 

It will take nature up to four years to 
even begin repair of the areas of 20-ton soU 
loss, he said. That is, if no other erosion 
takes place on the same acre at the time 
the repair is taking place. 

Of course, fanners who have soil COJl­
servation practices on thetr land probablY 
didn't reeetve as much soil loss as others 
who didn't, Brown said. 

• I • 

that they got very little damage after the nating crops with meadowland, grasses 
rains in Apnl ," he said. and other grains, has little cost involved, 

he said, while 1t cuts soil loss by up to 50 
And while the washed-away soil is _percent 

u;;ually still somewhere on the farm- in a

1
~o-tiJl conservation may not save as 

ditch, . stream or pond- the cost of much hme and money but the practice 
~edgmg up the loss ts more than prac mvolves Jeavmg crop residue from the 
l!cmg so~e form of soal conser1at1on, year before, cutting erosion significantly, 
Brown saJd he saad . 

• ,. 
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~~:~~~ d!~~~~r~scheduled for May 9 
demonsration to be &Jven by Bo~ ~~~~~ way 

1
0
1 

on the Brandon Blacktop 
on the Oscar Hansen farm has be st~b~~llo will plant corn mto bean 
rescheduled due to wet weather en . e usmg a John Deere 7000 An w:: "'"'"'~""' wdl bo bold mlo~tOO pornoM •re "'"'"'· ' 
Ha esday, May 9 at 10 a .m on the nsen farm, 3'-l miles north of High- The Benton County Soil Conservation 

Dlstnct Will co-sponsor the event 

AWARD- Terry Ulch of Belle Plaine receives his award and certificate of 
a~hlevement In soil conservation from Stan Geiken. chairman of the Benton 
County Soil Conservation District. Ulch was one of three winners of the Five Ton 

Soil Loss Award. 

LEo- Wayne Leo or Dysart shows his award on his rural Dy~art ~arm lor 
hav ing on average soil loss on his entire farm or less than live tons per year. The 
amount Is the limit set by the district as the maximum annual los~ that can be 

~u~talned by most soils without losing productivity. 

owo 

• 
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HONORED- In the lour-yE this!«) of thr firt Ton Soili.GIS \wmt tel) !I 
Benton Conty farmers ha,·e b recognized Dun Harri\t'e became amembtr df 
that exclusive group recentl) d sho•s the anrd (iHatthim b) the 'ioil c.nl 
servation Distr ict 

No-till 
field day 
slated 

Oqu. IJ€W.J 

{yaa 1 ('tlifb.j fv~ 
K N . o-tlll demonstration set 

on Kent Miller farm June 1 
VINTON- A n . 

demonstration will be ~-hll planting planting method b . 
Kent Miller farm eld June I on the last year's h y plantmg com into 
of Brandon Th ' one-half mile south ay ground 
start at tO a e demonstration will 

.m . and there will 
pos ted for direction to the f ' ldbe signs 

Kent will be d 1e . emonstrating the no till 

The event is be 
the Benton Count mg ~o-sponsored by 
Dis trict There ~1So11 Conservation 
donuts served be coffee and 

VINTON, 'owa - A 
ncrtill demonstration 
will be conducted June 1 
at the Kent Miller farm 
located one-tuilf mile 
south of Brandon 

The demonstration 
v.ill begin at 10 a m 
There will be signs 
posted for dlrecuons to 
the field 

Miller will be demon­
strating o<rlill by plan­
ting com into last year's 
hay ground 

The event is bemg co­
sponsored by the Benton 
County Soil Conser­
vation District, and cof­
fee and donuts will be 
served. 
T A"tt. ... .. ..,,. r - --

s/~9/f£/ 
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No-till demo rescheduled for May 9 
BRANDON The no-till plantmg way 101 on the Brandon Blacktop 

Duello will plant corn mto bean 
stubble using a John Deere 7000. Any 
interested persons are welcome 

demonsration to be g1ven by Bob Duello 
on the Oscar Hansen farm has been 
rescheduled due to wet weather 

The demonstration will be held 
Wednesday, May 9 at 10 a m on the 
Hansen farm, l'2 miles north of H1gh-

The Benton County Soil Conservation 
District will co-sponsor the event. 

y 221 ln-
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Let bygones be bygones 
Si\G11'TTARIUS <Nov. 23 • Dec. 2ll 

Lady Luck tends to favor you today 
materially, but she m1ght not be as 
grac1ous 1n your romantic 10-

volvements 
CAPRICORN IDee. 22 · Jan. 19l 

Relax and enjoy yourself at soc1al 
gathenngs today Subdue temptations 
to talk shop to persons who may be able 
to help further your amb1ltOn$. 

AQUARIUS <Jan. 20 · Feb. 19) 
Although end results might not be 
perfect, vexmg s1tuahons have a way of 
eventually working out to your ad­
vantage today Be hopeful 

PISCES tFeb. 20 ·March 20l You're a 
very compassionate and generous 
person These are beautiful qualities, 
but be careful today that you're not 
used by onp wath ultpnor motives 

ARIES tl\tarcb 21 • April 191 Your 
Judgment 10 financial matter today is 
apt to be more on target than that of 
those who are advismg you Trust your 
own evaluations 

CNewspaper Enterprise Assn.) 

' IF YOU RE 601N6 TO 
BE ASI-IAME~ DON'T BE 
ASI-IAMED TOO CLOSE 

r. /t<JliJt l 

Apr 
DEAR ABBY. ''Chuckl 

have been going togNhtt 
months. We're both 36 and 
Chuck told me he'd bee 
service for 12 years but wa 
because he developed cohti 
colitis could be control 
medication now, and he ho 
back 10 again 

About a month ago I call 
and sa1d, "I just camE" 
doctor's, un<.l I'm pregn 
said, • Don't B.S' me-if 
pregnant it's not mine," 
hung up before I could so 
Fool!" 

I called h1m back and so 
only an April Fool's JOke. 
got really mad, called me 
and hung up on me 

TO THE 

The next day I called to a 
and he said, "Your joke 
terrible shock to my syste 
I'm bleeding real bad a ··-liil.--................ .u. • • • • H rJ'1h ,-

u, aa., tti.iuj A Ynv:J s /.J 3 /fr.J 

~No-till demonstration set 
on Kent Miller farm June 1 

VINTON- A no-till planting 
demonstration will be held June 1 on the 
Kent Miller farm, one-haU mile south 
of Brandon The demonstration will 
start at 10 a m. and there will be signs 
posted for direction to the field. 

Kent will be demonstrating the no till 

plantmg method by planting corn Into 
last year's hay ground. 

The event is being co-sponsored by 
the Benton County Soil Conservation 
District. There will be coffee and 
donuts served 

.......................... 

Soil award 
wiTUters 
announced 

\1Nf0N, Iowa 
Three Benton County 
farmers are \\-1nners of 
the county Soli Conser-
vation Dlstrtct 's annual 
FIVe Ton Soil Loss 
Award 

The "'loners or the 
award are Dean 
Hamson of Garrtson 
Wa111e Leo of Dysart 
and Terry Ulch of Belle 
Plame. 

To be eligible for the 
award the average soil 
loss on the entire farm 
must be five tons per 
<1cre per year or less 

No-till 
field day 
slated 

VTh'TON, 1owa - A 
no-till demonstration 
will be conducted June I 
at the Kent Mll)er farm 
located one-half mile 
south of Brandon 

The demonstration 
will begU1 at 10 a m 
There will be Signs 
posted for dJrecbons to 
the held 

Miller wtll be demon­
strating no-till by pla~­
t~ng com mto last year s 
hayground . . 

The event IS bemg co­
sponsored by the Benton 
County Soil Conser· 
vdtlon District. and cof­
fee and donuts will be 
served ,_ ......... - r---

{Jowo" 
Oqu. -/J~W..J 
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Conservation 
awards told 

Soil Distrist 
seats open 

VINTON- The tenns of two Benton 
CoW!tY Soil Conservation District 
Commissioners, Roman Gardner of 

I Garrison and Don Welchman of Atkins, 
Will expire at noon, January 1, 1985, 
'with suocessora to be e lected a t the 
general election Nov. 6 of thiB year. 

Any qualilled eJector residing In the 
lOll cl>nservation district, wblch il aU of 
Beot.on County I.Dcluding Ita clUes and 
towns, is ellalbl• for the office or any 
one township. Gardner II from J ackaon 
Township while Weichman resides In 
Fremont~. 
~ve candidates se t tng the 

office of soU conservation district 
oommlssioner 11\USt file nomination 
petitions In tbe 118me manner as Cor 
other elective poettlOlll lllled on the 
general election ballot No poUUcaJ 
.,..-ty affill.ation, however, II lilted. 

'Nomination petltiooa can be obtained 
from the COUIIly auditor'• office. The 
petitions, signed by 25 eligible electors, 
must be filed with the county auditor a t 
the Benton County Courthouae oo la ter 
than 4:30p.m.. September n 

1 
I.Ddlvlduallelected Uus rau will serve 

Ia term of ll.x years commencing 
Januaey 1. Soil conservatioo diatrlct 
commissioners aerve without salary 
and guide the overaU soU and wa ter 
cooaervatioo program In tbe county . 
For further Information pertaining to 
tbe responsibilities of a commilsioner, 
contact the conserva tion ' s d is t r ict 
office here in Vin ton a t 472-2161. 

VINTON Three wmners, with an 
overall champion, in local competition 
of the 1984 Iowa Soil Conservation 
Achievement Awards Program have 
been announced by the Benton County 
Soil Conservation District. 

In the Owner-Operator Division, 
Terry Ulch was tabbed tops. Ulch 
farms 500 acres in Benton County's 
Kane Township He also farms land in 
Tama County 

The Wtllis Mathern Estate, with 
tenant Jame5 Hanna, was named 
winner in the Owner· Tenant DivtStOn of 
the competition Eugene Mathern 
trustee or the estate, ltves tn Muscatine, 
Iowa, while Hanna operates the 100-
acre farm in Bruce Township. 

AWARDS 

Continued on poge 7 

Award ... s --.-
Continued from poge 1 

Ross Wiley ptcked up top honors Ill 

the New Cooperator Division. His 140 
acre farm i~ located in Polk Township. 

:r~e Judging committee chose the 
Wtlhs Mathern Estate with Hanna as 
tenant as ovE:rall winner in Benton 
County The team went on to represent 
the district Ill regJonaJ competition 
whtcb included entr1es from 15 counnes 
Ill east-central Iowa. 

The awards progr3111 is sponsored to 
encourage better land use programs 
and envtronmentaJ control on farms m 
Iowa Each farm was judged for land 
adequately treated against soil erosion 
conservatton prachces accomplished 
on the farm, community service, and 
general farm husbandry. 

The above winners will be honored at 
the district's annual awards luncheon 
December The state winner will be 
chosen in December at the annual 
conference of the Iowa Soil Con­
servatton DIStrict Commissioners 

Soil commissioner 
positions announced 

off1ce of sot! conservatton dJstnct 
corrurussioner must hie nommation 
pellhons tn the same manner as for 
other elective positions at the general 
elecLon. except that no pohltcal party 
IS designated Nominalton pettltons 
can be obt.allled from the county 
auditor. 

\'INTON Iowa - Terms of two 
Benton County Soil Conservaltgn 
Dtstnct commissiOners will exptre 
Jan 1 New commissioners will be 
elccl.l'd during the general elecllon 
Nov 6 

Any quahfied person restdtng tn a 
soil conservatton distnct ts eligtble to 
be a commisstOner. except for people 
Ill l':den Benton and Taylor town­
,Jups 

Pwspectlve canduiates seekmg the 

Conservation 
award winners 
selected 

\INTON Iowa- James Hanna of 
Bruce Township in Benton County 
was the overall wllUler in the county's 
1964 Iowa Soil Conservatton 
Acluevement Awards Program 

ThiS awards program IS destgned to 
fncourage better land use programs 
and enVU'OnmentaJ control on Iowa 
farms Each fann was JUdged for 
land adequately treated agalllst so•l 
croston conservation practices. I.'Om· 
muruty service and general farm 
husbandry 

I Ianna a tenant on the WilliS 
Mathern Estate. also won the owner· 
tenant diVISion for the IOO.acre farm 
he operates 

Terry Ulch of Kane Township was 
<'hosen as the winner tn the owner· 
operator diviSion Ulch farms 500 
acres Ill Benton and Tama counltes 

Winner tn the new cooperator 
dtvtSton IS Ross Wiley who farms 140 
acres tn Polk Township 

These winners wi.ll be honored at 
the distnct 's annual award luncheon 
Ill December The state winner will be 
:.elected in December at the annual 
conference of Iowa Sot! Conservatton 
Dtstnct Comrrussioners -

These petitions, stgned by 2S 
ehgJble electors. must be hied wtth 
the COWlty aud.!tl.:r at the Benton 
County Courtr.ouse no later than 4·30 
pm onSepl 11 

Ind.tvtduals elected tn the Novem· 
ber 1964 general election wtil serve a 
term of six years commencmg Jan. I, 
1985 Sot! conservalton dL~tnct com· 
IT\JSSioners serve without salary and 
gwde the overall sotl and water con· 
!iervatton program m the county 

F'or further informatton pertaming 
to the responsibililtes of a com· 
ITUSSioner contact the Benton County 
Soil ConservatiOn District offtce. 1701 
Second Ave Vinton. Iowa 52349. 
phone472-2161 
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Iowa 2000 outlines soil 
) 

goals conservation , 

' 

To have rt sard that tons of soil are 
bemg moved rn Iowa each year, one 
mrght rnvrsron bulldozers and dump 
trucks pushrng drrt from place to place. 
The truth rs however, through the natu· 
ral process of sorl erosror Iowa's top­
soil rs movmg by the tons m a vrrtually 
mconsprcuous process. leavmg behmd 
rt a depletron of the land's resourses 

In 1980, the Iowa gene,_: Assembly 
enacted legislatron, chapter 467 62, 
whrch establrshed long-term objectives 
for the reduction of topsorl loss That 
legrslauon, as refered to by soil conser­
valiomsts as the Iowa 2000 program, 
provrdes educatronal, financral and 
techmcal assrstance m accomplishing 
erosron control goals by means feasrble 
and acceptable to farmers. 

Efforts to educate area farmers by 
the local sorl conservatiOn drstricts, the 
Iowa Department of Sorl Conservatron 
and the USDA Sorl Conservatron Ser· 
vrce have lead to a greater awareness of 
the sorl erosron problem rn Iowa They 

- slrll have a long road to travel however. 
Jim Brown, Benton county drstnct 

conservatronrst explams, "It's our pur· 
pose to serve as an educatronal toolrn 
accomplrshmg Iowa 2000 obJectiVes 
Our frrst step rs to make people aware of 
sorl erosron-then concentrate on a 
conservatron plan for the land they 
own" 

About ;oil erosion 
Even though a farmer can't actually 

see frve to twenty-frve tons of soil move 
from hrs acreage to the' next or mto the 
nvers and lakes. the stunnmg realrty 
shows that an Iowa farmer can m fact 
loose that much of hrs topsor l through 
wmd and ram condrtrons rn JUSt a year's 
time. 

Soil erosion, as descnbed by the 
Cooperatrve Extensron Servrce rn 
Ames. rs the 'detachment and move· 
ment of mmeral particles and organrc 
matenal of the sorl through the actron of 
water or wmd" Thrs means srmply that 
ramy or wmdy weather conditions are 
responsrble for movmg the topsorl from 
rt's ongmallocatron to another 

Dunng the rarn, sorl partrcles are del· 
ached by the ramdrop splash and diS· 
lodged to follow run-offs moving 
downslope. These run offs often chan· 
nel mto nils caused by natural depres· 
srons of the land or by farm rmplements 
and can eventually deepen enough to 
cut through the topsorlmto the subsoil. 

As a result of this nlhng effect, topsorl 
parttcles wrll follow the natural water 
courses to nvers and lakes or be depos· 
1ted m depressronal srtes, the base of 
slopes or vegetated areas 

Wrnd blowrng over unprotected,· 
uncovered ground rs enough to detach 
sorl partrcles and move them agamst 
each other The wmd wrll contmue to 
move, bump and drslodge the sorl partr· 
cles untrl stopped by an rmpedrment of 
some kmd or untrl the wrnd stops blow 
rng. Erosron by wmd can move sorl 
sometrmes great d1stances from the 
ongrnal source. 

"In thrs area, sorl eros1on by water IS 
much more of a problem than by wmd," 
cornmented so1l conservatronist Jerry 
Neppel, "most generally however, rf we 
control a water erodmg problem, a w1nd 
problem wrll also be controlled " 

Aftermath of erosion 
A net decrease in long-term 

productrvrty is one of the primary con· _, 
sequences of soil erosron Plant nut · 
nents and other organic metter are 
removed from the horizon of the sorl 
surface; water holdmg propertres of sr lt 
and clay particles are displaced as well, 
1eav1ng less water rnfiltrat1on and more 
chance of run-off. 

To add to the side effects of erosron. 
oftentrmes traces of chemical poilu 
tants can be transported alongw1th soil 
partrcles. Plant nutrients, pesticides 
and toxrc metals mtroduced into water 
passageways through water soil ero· 
sron 1s good potentral for water 
pollutron 

Accumulatron of sorl moved rnto dep· _ 
osrt areas can create adverse effects to 
everyone as well The clogg1ng of 
drtches and culverts. reduct ron of water 
storage areas, destructiOn of aquatic 
life, muddy water 111 recreatronal areas 
and addrhonal processrng in water 
treatment all add up to extra.Rxpense 
and trme to all 

About the legislatron 
In order for conservatron drstricts to 

achreve their erosron control goals by 
the year 2000, three documents have 
been developed m compliance wrth 

. . " 

Chapter 467 .62 for distribufion to farm 
owners and operators. 

The Conservation folder rs a docu 
ment used at the begmnrng of a Conser· 
vahon Iowa 2000 program; descnbmR 
the process and educatmg the land 
cwner on what rs expected. It mcludes 
1nformat1on of land topography, sorl 
composrt1on and other necessary facts 
concernrng a partrcular farm umt 

Wrthin frve years and when fundmg rs 
avarlable. the conservatron folder wrll 
be replaced with an updated farm plan 
for the farmer to utilize. It wrll then be 
certified by the conservatron drstrict as 
meetmg wrth legrslatrve requrrement 
and spec1fy expectatrons of sorl loss 
control Within applicable lrmrts. 

Dunng the course of a year after the 
completron of the farm plan, the owner· 
/operator must enter a soil conserva· 
tron agreement m order to receiVe 
eligrbility for f1nancral and technrcal 
jlssrstance. 

"The program is actually manda· 
tory," stated conservationist Jim 
Brown, "however rt has been des1gned 
to be flexible enough to meet with rndr· 
vidual needs. There rs usually no prob­
lem amending the conservatron plans rf 
1t IS really needed " 

Where to st;art 
Much confus1on has been noted by 

land owners in findmg the nght conser-• 
valion agency to contact for consulta· 
tron and advice on sorl eros10n. There 
are many and all can help. As sug· 
gested by Jrm Brown and Jerry Neppel 
conservatronrsts, the best route to fol· 

, low rs by contactrng the local drstnct 
conservatron office rn your area. They 
are able to rnruate conservation plan· 
n1ng and help the farmer locate techni· 

" cal and financral servrces. 
Made up of local elected commis· 

sroners. the Sorl Conservatron Drstncts 
(one per county), are there to serve 
land owners on a one·to·one planmng 
basis. They work drrectly with the Iowa 
Department of Sorl Conservation. 

The IDSC a'!isists the district commis· ' 
sroners wrth conservatron programs, 
frnanc1al fundrng and assigns state 
technrcal and clerrcal employees to the 
drstncts. This agency rs not to be con· 
fused wrth the Iowa Conservatron Com-

- -mrssiOA...wtuch pro111des se1vLCes1 .for 
state park and recreatron facrhtres. 
• A technrcal agency of the USDA, the 
Soil Conservatron ~ervrce helps land 

(Continued on page 2) 
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CONTOURING - The Don Kozrk fclrm outsrde of Belle 
Plame shown from aenal view wrth crops planted along the 
contour. ... . . .. 
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' Benton County Farmer ; Wednesday, Sept. 19, 1984 

Genetic Engineering 

CUTTING SOIL EROSION - A farm north of Belle P1ame 
utilizes grass waterways to protect the soil from excess1ve 
erosion dunng wet weather. 

Iowa 2,000 ... 
owners and operators apply so1l con· 
servauon pract1ces to the land Th1s 
agency works w1th both the IOSC and 
local d1stncts 1n developmg SOli ser· 
veys, the mon1tonng of so11 and water 
services and organ1zes conservation 
programs. 

Soil conservat ion practices 
Each mdiv•dual farmer 1s faced w1th 

his own personal level of soil eros•on 
The conservat1on serv1ce as outlined in 
the Conservat1on Iowa 2000 folder, w111 
prov•de a techmcal survey to determ1ne 
me amount or so•l loss ana tne type or 
soil conservat1on pract•ces recom· 
mended to reduce 1t 

Things they look at (Ire the type of 
SOli, type of tillage, crop rotat•on, type of 
conservation practices already bemg 
used, ram fall factors and general topo· 
graphy such as length and steepness of 
slope. The So1l Conservation Serv1ce 
has done research and suggested one 
or a combmat1on of answers to the 
problems facmg the area 

-Conservation tillage can generally 
reduce so1l erosion by more than half 
No-till methods or slot tilhng~tround are 

• 

We specialize 
• 1n 

quality 

meats 

*GROCERIES 

effecMe because they leave more 
residue and disturb only a thm sect1on 
of the ground. Stnp till or till plantmg 
opens onJy about 8·10 inches of ground 
for plant1ng and bunes more res1due 
than m no·t•ll methods. 

-Terracing is a conservation prac· 
t•ce that breaks the depth of a large 
slope 1nto several smaller ones. Th1s 
effect slows the speed of run·off and 
destroys some of its po1er to break 
away ·soil particles. 

There are three types of terracing: 
the broadbase, wh!!re an entlfe slope 
can be farmed; the grassed backs lope, 
w1th the steep backslope planted m 
grass, and the narrow base, with both 
s1des of the terrace farmed. 

-Contour stripcropping IS particu 
larly favorable to farmers who can ut•l· 
small grains and meadow on their farm 
It is accomplished by plantmg row· 
crop, small gram and meadow on the 
land's contour between other crops 

Any kmd of farmmg on the contour 
can cut erosion m sheets or nils almost 
m half Planting grasslands along the 
edges of a cultivated held also protects 
the so1l from run-off losses. 

-Other means of controlling exc:es· 

*COMPLETE MEAT PROCESSING 
*MEATS 

SERVICE 

ALLERS & SON . . . . . 
Phone 319-442-3414 

Keystone 

' 

sive so11 eros1on l1ke grass waterways, 
crop rotations and diversion used alone 
or in con,unction w1th other conserva· 
t1on pract1ces, can greatly reduce the 
topso1l loss m a farm un1t 

-Crop rotation 1s also effective in 
rela1nmg surface so11. "There •s less 
erosion w1th a corn/bean rotation and 
even less w•th a corn/bean/oat type 
rotation," explams Jim Brown. "Small 
grams have a tighter root system-and 
hold the SOli better. However •n some 
cases 1t's not very econom1cal to the 
farmer." 

Financial programs available 
The Agncultural Conservation Pro· 

gram (ACP) is a federal program 
fmancing a 50% cost share for con· 
strucllon of permanent type practices 
and mcent•ve payments for no-till or 
first t1me contourmg. Iowa has_a s1m1lar 

Will Be Explored 
The potential of the so-called 

"Genetic Revolut•on" w111 be explored 
on the Friday, Sept 21, ed1t1on of Iowa 
Public TeleviSIOn's Market to Market 
program at 8 p m. Fnday and at 1 p m 
Sunday, Sept 23. 

Reports on the broadcast, hosted by 
Chet Randolph, w1ll focus on how 
genellc man1pulat1on can be used to 
mcrease food supplies The flfst of the 
two-part senes will exam1ne the ex peri· 
ments that promise to 1mprove the 
nutnt1onal qual1ties of food, make 
crops more res•stant to d•sease, msects 
and weather - and make agriculture 
less dependent upon chem•cals for 
productivity, 

Those stones and current news 
about the food bus mess can be seen on , 
Market to Market on all Iowa Public Tel· 
evision stations 1ncludmg channel 11, 
Des Mo1nes, channel12, Iowa C1ty; and 
32, Waterloo. -

state program called tne F manc1a1 
lncent1ve Program 

Loans for SOli conservat1on pract1ces 
are available through FMHA, low mter· 
est through pnvate lenders 1n conJunc· 
lion With the Iowa Fam1ly Farm 
Development Authonty and no Interest 
loans through a state program lnfor. 
mat1on on these types of f•nancial 
ass1stance can be obtamed through 
consultat•on w1th the Soli Conservation 
Serv1ces 

Overall, an est1mated 9 9 tons per 
acre average are lost per year on the 26 
million acres of Iowa farmland. leg•sla· 
t1on has been enacted to curb th1s valu· 
able loss of topso•l and has prov1ded 
through the Iowa 2000 program means 
of techn1ca1 and fmanc1al ass1stance 1.n 
accompllshmg goal ObJectives. 

Through the comb•ned efforts of 
farm owner I operators and the d1stnct 
and state conservat•on <lepartments, 
the Iowa 2000 program can be 
accomplished Perhaps'" t1me, the soil 
eros1on of s me of the fmest farmland.t 
1n the nat•on can be curbed and stab· 
hzed for maximum productivity 

Farm Estate 
Planning! 

Carroll F. Zuber 
C.l.U. 

Amana, lA 
622-3814 

Garth Bigbee 
C L.U 

Marengo, lA 
642-3788 

Phone Cedar Rapids 366·2721 
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Hannen Lake undergoes ' 

control project • erosion 
One of the btggest advances taken 

toward reducmg the eroston problem 
m Iowa was the set·astde fundtng by the 
Iowa Department of Sotl Conservation 
for use 1n redllcmg the amount of sotl 
moved tnto public lakes and nvers 

The Iowa C9nservat10n Commisston 
then tntroduced the Publicly Owned 
Lakes Program and set the gUidelines­
for potential rectptent areas. 

In 1982. the Hannen Lake watershed 
area was one out of fourteen 
watersheds approved to recetve fund· 
mg for sotl conservation practices In 
the second year of the Hannen Lake 
proJect. the program has undergone 
some postttve sotl conservatton alter· 
natives and farmers have been 
responstve. r 

"The protect enabled landowners to 
mstall conservation practtces at a lower 
rate," commented district conserva· 
ttonist Jtm Brown. "We sttll have ar. 
anticipated two to three years' work left 
m the Hannen Lake area before we. are 
done'' 

A watershed ts primanly the topogra­
phical area surroundm., a basm m 
whtch water and sotl movement IS 
d~rected because of altitude into a 
water body such as a lake. This would 
mclude all property whtch has run off 
tnto the lake bas1ns. 

The Hannen Lake watershed IS com· 
p1led of approxtmately 600 acres of 
ground, 22% of 1t planted m cropland, 
37% 1n pasture, 30% of 1t IS park area 
and the remaimng 11% are roads. 
ttmbef and farmstead "The cropland 
ranges from 7% to 20% soil loss per 
year," satd Brown "Thts can be any· 

e . ....,. 
f>";. .. . ... . • ... ' "" 

where from 25 to 50 tons of so1l" 
Presently there are around seven I an· 

downers participating in the Hannen 
Lake watershed program. Wayne Rabe, 
Henry Grunewald, Myron Schulze, 
John Harder, Ed Fry and Kerns are a few 
of the landowners making an attempt to 
control the soil loss wtthm the 
watershed 

Wayne Rabe and Henry Grunewald 
have tnstalled terraces and built farm 
ponds on their property to cut down on 
the amount of eroston. Myron Schluze, 
Ed Fry and John Harder farms have 
installed terraces whtch cut the slope of 
the1r ground and reduce water and sot I 
run-offs 

Area sotl conservationists are con· 
centrating on educating watershed lan· 
downers on other types of conservation 
pract1ces also. 

"The strip·ttll has gamed more popu· 
lanty over the years," explamed Jerry 
Neppel, soli conservattontst, "however 
some farmers are reluctant to try." 

"It's all a matter of education," he 
contmued, "many think no· till methods 
wtll not work for them-tt JUSt takes the 
know-how and a posittve attitude. It 
really can work." 

Other efforts have been centered 
around the crop rotatton method of 
controlling sot! eroston In the 
watershed area. Rotatmg beans wtth 
corn and later a season of oats greatly 
reduces the amount of soli loss . 

As far as cost to the farmer goes. 
actually there is a mmimum of change 
m expense to them usmg for example, 
contouring or no·ltll methods Terrae· 
mR ts somewhat more expenstve .. 

/ 

BENTON MUTUAL INSURANCE ASSC. 
Keystone 442·3413 

•Pull-Type 
•Goose-Neck 
•Flatbeds 
•Utility 
•Big Bale 
•Aluminum 

Dealer 
for 

Keifer 
Wrangler 

( Two Used 7x20 Goosenecks 

SALES & SERVICE 
Petersen Trailer Sales 

luzerne 
Phone 319·444·3507 or 228·8534 

\ 
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inlltally and does requtre mamtenance 
and upkeep. 

There are positive results, however, 
from the mstarratton of terraces. In 
some areas, particularly those with 
many or steep slopes, terracmg ts the 
only means of reducing the amount of 
lost soil. Fundtng is available through 
the watershed program to landowners 
who comply with sotl conservation 
practtces 

On no·ttU methods conservattonist 
Jtm Brown made the statement, "It just 
requires a d1fferent type of farm 
management-an tnexperienced 
farmer using no-till methods probably 
can't do arr of his acreage tn the first 
year." 

"By dotng a smarr sectton at a ttme to 
~tart, he can ga1n the knowledge and 
experience it takes to make no-tiff a 
common practtce." 

Buildmg and maintenance of ponds 
to catch run-off are also somewhat of 
an expense, However funding IS allo· 
cated for use in these practtces as well. 

There are advantages to utthzmgsotl 
conservation practices, astde from the 
obvtous protection of valuable topsoil. 
"Wtth no·l tll methods, the farmer can 
cut down on the amount of time m the 
field," commented dtstnct conserva· 
ttontst Jtm Brown. 

In the Hannen Lake area cooperation 
by the farm owners/operators and the 
technical and financtal asststance 
offered by the conservation agencies, 
have together taken a big step towards 
reducmg the sotl eroston problem m 
one of Iowa's watersheds. I ., 

Blood Pressure 
A total of 102 persons had blood pres· 

sure read1ngs tak~n prior to the annual 
Farm Bureau supper meeting, Sept 10, 
at the Seven Vtllages restaurant. 

Three persons were referred to the 
public health office for follow-up blood 
pressure rechecks because thetr dias· 
toltc readmgs were 90 to 95. Erght per­
sons were referred to their personal 
physicians with diastolic readings of 95· 
110, although a single blood pressure 
readmg does not indicate hypertension. 
There were more men than women wtth 
elevated pressures. The number of refer· 

' rals was 11 percent 
A blood pressure reading consists of 

two numbers. The diastolic number IS 
the bottom reading and the systolic 
number is the top read mg. re, 140/90 or 
systolic/diastolic. The systolic reading is 
the contraction of the heart, whereas the 
diastolic readmg is the relaxation phase 
of the heart 

WARM UPFQR ~WINTER 

' 

'• 

john Deere has rugged, dependable 
chain saws for every woodcutting need· 
John Deere cha1n saws are b<J1fl 
tougl\to handle woodcuulng jobs 
qu1c~1y And you can buy any model 
w1th conl1d9nce, because we don'! 
cui cornen> on quality, even on our 
smallest saw 

w,m 12 models- 27 9 10 78 G 
cc's- ava1table. there's a saw ughl 
101 yoor partiCular needs 
profess1onat. casual or somewhere 
'" beiWeen 

All models havo a sprocket.f'lose 
QUidebar - 12 10 27 1nches long -
for less fncloon. longer cha1n hie 
Oecp·bllii'IQ clusel or scmichlscl 

cham w1th bu1IHn guard links to 
help prevent snaggmg And a 
counterbalanced crankshaltl 
connechng rod lor smooth 
operation The adrustabale • 
automatiC 01ler has JUSI IWO mov1ng 
parts tor easter mamtenance 

The -v· and "EV' senes saws 
also have an ISOlated eng1ne 11\al 
dampens Vlbr8110n lOt more 
operallng comlocl Plus a throule­
lriQOer Interlock to guard aga1ns1 
acc1dontal operahon 

See us today lOt a quahty·bulfl 
John Deere cha1n saw 

Nothing Runs Uke a Deere• 

Chain Saw Tune-Up 
Special During October 

Keystone Five Seasons, Inc. 
(319)442~3588 
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Homer Showmon, left, and farmhand Dole 8eoffy show one of Showman's no-till bean 
fields Insects hove eaten most of the trash 

Showman takes out insurance 
against soil erosion to assure 
continuation of family farm 

8) L YN HANSON 
Times Starr Writer 
SHELLSBURG- Homer Showman's 

farm has been 10 his fam1ly for about 130 

years And, when the time comes to pass it 
on to his children, he'd like to make sure 
some of the rich black topsoil is still left 

That's one reason he didn't plow his 
fields before plantmg hiS corn and beans 
this season 

Showman has long practiced con­
servation tillage, but this IS the fint time 
he has planted aU his crops - except for 
those in 20 low-lymg acres - usmg the no­
till method 

He had several reasons First, he got a 
new planter, one that can be used for 
either conventional or conservation far­
mmg Second, he wanted to plant his 300 
PIK acres to corn, using trash from the 
aUalfa and clover planted m 1983 to anchor 

the soil 
Third, and most important, Showman 

believes m the importance of saving the 
soil 

" I' m more concerned with soil loss than 
anything," he said. "I want to be able to 
pass on the good soil to my kids. People 
wiU have to eat 100 years down the road." 

Showman got his fint exposure to 
conservation practices soon after he 
received his degree in farm operations 
from Iowa State University, Ames, in 1975 
He worked for a farmer near Estherville, 
who bad used no-till for 12 years. 

Showman farmed on hiS own for awhile 
near Manchester before moving to the 
family farm southwest of Shellsburg - a 
farm that was homesteaded 10 about 1834, 
as attested by documents signed by Pres. 
Franklin Pierce 

During his fint crop year at the 
Shellsburg farm , in 1980, he saved soli by 
contourmg and using a Sidewinder He 
took the plunge into total no-till farmmg 
this season, planting 300 acres of beans on 
unplowed bean acres and 300 acres of corn 
on PIK acres. 

Conservation efforts extend into Showman's grove of trees 
The results have been every bit as good 

as those Showman wouJd have expected 
from conventional plowing - in some 
cases, better 

For instance, Showman's no-till ex­
penance this season showed that not all no­
till farmers have weedy fields 

By L YN HANSON 
Times Staff Writer 
SHELLSBURG- For Homer Showman, 

soil conservation doesn' t stop with his corn 

and bean fields 
Hts conservation efforts extend to a 

grove of trees he's planted around his 
fields, to serve as a windbreak and, 

eventually, as a habitat for wildlife 
The grove couldn't break much of a wtnd 

now. Planted JUSt two years ago, the tallest 
trees aren't more than Cive feet lligb, and 

most are shorter 
But by the hme Showman's three pre-

TREES 
Continued on poge 6 

• 

''To be honest, the crops this year are 
the cleanest I've ever had.·· he said 

He used no more herb1c1de than he would 
have used for convenhonal tillage: in fact . 
by changmg brands. he spent less on his 

• bean herbicide program than last year. 
Showman apphed herbicide twice- once 

10 April. about three weeks before plan­
\! hng, and agam JUS! after plantmg. 

Before planting the alfaUa and clover 

1 
f1elds to corn, he sprayed each acre with 

{ two quarts of Bladex, m1xed with water . ln 
the bean fields, his pre-plant herbicide 
consisted of spraying two pints Dual, one­
thtrd pound Lexone, two-thirds - pound 
Lorox and one quart crop oil 

The spring rains activated these her­
bicides, and they eradicated most of the 
weeds But those which remained were 
taken care or with hts pre-emergence 
applications: 

-Corn- one quart Bladex, 1 quart 
Atrazine and one pint 2,4,0 ester, mlxed 
Wlth 28 percent rutrogen earner, per acre. 

- Beans- One pint Rival , one-third 
pound Lex one and two-thirds pound Lorox, 
per acre 

Showman opted not to use no-till on one 
field because it was infested with orchard 
grass, which wouJd not easily respond to 
herbicide; be had to disc it under. 

At no time, Showman said, did behave to 
use Paraquat as an herbicide. 

Showman concedes, however, that in­
sects are more of a problem in no-till fields 
than in plowed fields, because the trash in 
the fields provides an environment con­
ducive to insect breeding. 

But crop rotation takes care of much of 
the Ul.SeCl problem, he pointed out. 

" You may have to spray in the summer 
11 you hDve corn on corn acres, as r did. but 
people who plow with u moldbOard have 
the same- situation," he said. 

And, If his yields are o IIIUe less than he 
SHOWMAN 

Con tinued on page 6 
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Tree~-------------------------------------------
Continued from poge 4 

school·age sons are old enough to farm the 
land, some of the pine trees will tower up 
to t10 feet high, g1ven a little luck and a lot 
of care from Showman. 

He planted more than 1,000 trees and 
2,000 bushes m the Windbreak, in seven 
rows each a half·mile long, with about 200 
trees per row 

Trees and shrubs mcluded in the wind­
break are honeysuckle, red cedar, white 
pine, red pine, Norway spruce, pin oak and 
red os1er dogwood 

The two outside rows consist of berry· 
producmg shrubs and dogwood. Inside 
rows are planted with trees that will , 
eventually, be very taU 

Showma 
Continued from page 2 

m1ght have gotten 1f he'd turned the soil 
over before plantmg, Showman 1sn't 
complammg. 

"If there is a yield reduction, I'd get 1t 
back in reduced amount of machinery use, 
reduced labor, reduced lime in the field, 
reduced fuel," he said. 

Any yield losses which Showman may 

14 Times, Vinton, Iowa, September 21, 1984 

Harrison's 
corn is clean, 
thanks to 
no· till practice 

"The cleanest com we've had" is how 
Dean Harrison of Garrison describes his 
500 acres of no tillage com 

For Harrison, who farms with his son 
Pat, this IS the first year that be has gone 
100 percent no-till. He said that he has 
experimented with no-till in the past but 
last year, when ha no-tilled 50 percent of 
his land, convinced him that no tillage was 
the way to go 

He said that, even though there was a 
drought, his no-till corn yielded 50 bushels 
more per acre than that which had been 
conventionally tilled. 

Besides increased yields, Harrison also 
said soil erosion is noticeably less. "I'll bet 
we d!dn 't even lose a five-gallon bucket off 
thiS ground," he said pointing at some no­
till com. 

He also said that the soil IS looser than 
before and that his costs are less. " We 
used more diesel to chop 30 acres of hay 
than to plant 500 acres of corn," he added 

Harrison said that after he hauls manure 
from his cattle operation on to the fields in 
the spring and applies herbicide he only 

Some of the trees were obtained from the 
state of Iowa, and others were purchased 
from private nurseries. AU were planted 
by hand. 

Though Showman is a farmer by trade, 
he bas a longstanding love for wildlife, 
and, as his plants grow, he hopes they will 
be used as a habitat by pheasants, quail 
and other mdigenous species 

But the grove will also have the function 
of cutting off the wind from his fields, and 
servmg as a natural snow fence LD the 
winter. 

The windbreak is sort of S-shaped, 
winding around his field 

Much of the area where the trees now 
stand was once pasture, while another 
portion was once part of the Showman hog 

experience th1s harvest may be due not to 
his planting method, but to the lack of rain 
m late summer 

The crops look good now, he s81d. In 
about a week. he'll be ready to combine 
beans 

Even Showman's neighbors comment 
that hiS fields look good At least one plans 
to try nG-tlll, on a limited basis, next year 

·"' 

• 
. -

operation and a third portion was onct: 
part of the crop field. 

Caring for the windbreak is a difficult 
task, Showman sa1d. Grasses must be 
controlled with hand·weeding and her· 
bicides, lest they choke the small trees and 
shrubs. 

And, cultivating the windbreak has not 
been without its frustrations. Recently, he 
planted hybrid poplars - which are sup­
posed to grow about eight feet a year- and 
his hogs got loose and ate them. 

But Showman says the windbreak is a 
labor of love for hun -an investment in the 
future of the approximately 13().year-old 
farm 

Showman can point to trees m the farm's 
grove and tell when they were planted -
when his grandmother was a girl, or when 

Some fanners are slow to change to no­
till, Showman sa1d, because soil loss is not 
a problem people can easily see. 

He said he does not favor laws forcing 
farmers to practice conservation. though 
he said that may happen if the soil loss 
situation gets worse 

'I'm fundamentally against govern­
ment regulations," he said. "I get con-

I 

~J 

his father was a boy. 
The farm, called " Homer Narber" 

farm, has been in the family since ap­
proximately 1854, when it was 
homesteaded. The farmhouse was built in 
1893. 

Showman was born on this farm, but he 
did not assume ownership of it until 1980 -
and before then, spent very little time 
there. 

Tbe son of a missionary whose name was 
also Homer, Showman lived in vat~ous 
mission fields around the world, includmg 
the Philippines and Labrador, in nor­
theastern Canada. 

" I never lived in one place more than 
five years all my life," Showman reflec­
ted "If I stay here another year, I'll break 
that record." 

cerned when the government starts 
mandatmg how we can and can't farm " 

But regulation may not be needed if 
farmers tum to soil conservation of their 
own accord - wh1ch is what Showman 
believes IS happening 

It may seem like a slow process but I 
think there's been a fundamental change 
in the way people farm." 'le said 

Deon Harrison, left, and his son Pot stond in their field of no-till 
com. Horrison no-tilled all his acres this yeor, and soid his crops 

ore 'the cleonest I've hod yet .' 

has to make two more passes across his 
continuous corn fields. The first pass is 
with his four row John Deere 7000 planter 
fitted with trash w1pes, which also applies 
starter fertilizer The last pass is to 
s1dedress nitrogen 

He said that he 1S going to sell all his big 
machinery because he doesn't need it 
anymore. " I don't think I'll ev~r buy 
another big tractor. The only thing we need 

a b1g tractor for now is blowing silage." 
Harrison said that he hasn 't spent any 

more money on herbicide with no-till than 
he has in the past. " It's the first time since 
chemicals came out that I think I'm get­
ting the weed control that I paid for," he 
added. 

Harrison applies a mixture of 2.4-D and 
atrazme before planhng at a cost of about 
$15 an acre. He also had to apply a post­
emergence mixture of Ban vel and atrazine 
to an alfalfa field that had been planted to 

The county soil conservation office has 
recoginized Harrison's conservation ef­
forts, which include terracmg a~d tilln~. 
by giving him an award for bavtng a soil 
Joss of less than five tons per acre. 

Harrison said that he plans to continue 
with no-till but be said he needs to find a 
way to apply more phosphorous and 
potassium without adding more trips 
lcross the field He also said he would hke 
o find some other way bes1des ~•de 
:lressing to apply nitrogen, which he said is 
::ontributmg to some soil erosion 
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Contest open 
for soil 

• conservation 
VINTON- The Benton County Soil 

Conservahon D1stnct is announcing its 
annual poster contest for elementary 
students in grades 3 through 6. The 
students must hve m Benton County to 
be elig1ble. 

The theme for the 1984 contest is "Soil 
Conservation " 

There will b~ two divisions in the 
contest, the first for students in the 
th1~d and fourth grades, the second 
diviSIOn for students in the fifth and 
sixth IZrades Cash ort7R« of $10. S7 .50 
and $5 will be awarded in each division. 
Posters may be done in any medium, 
and can be up to 22 inches by 28 inches 
m size. 

The student's name, address, phone 
number and diVIsion must be on the 
back of the poster. Entry deadline is 
Nov 7 of thJS year with Judging to be 
held Nov 14 

Entries should be sent or taken to the 
Benton County Soil Conservation 
Dlstr1ct office located at 1701 2nd Ave., 
Vinton. For additional informat-ion, 
contestants are urged to call the district 
office at 472·2161 

'lR & MRS. SCOTT :'111CHAU .. 

Yarbrough and 

Michael unite 
URBANA -5haron Yarbrough and 

Scctt M1chael were marr1ed Oct 27. 
1984 at St. Mary Cathohc Church in 
Urbana The 2 p m double-ring 
ceremony was officmted by Fr William 
Clark. 

Parents of the couple are Ernest and 
Addamae Yarbrough, Toddville, and 
Anthony and Deloris M1chael , Walker 

The church was decorated with 
spray~ of pmk and burgundy car· 
nahons, da1sies. and chrysanthemums 

The bnde wore a white A-line dress 
offset w1lh lace and pearl sequins. Her 
flowers were carnations and 
stephanohs 

Jean Rambo, Urbana, was the ma1d 

of honor Ellen Stuelke and Deb Pollock 
of Center Point were bridal attendants 
They wore pink Southern belle dresses 
and carried burgundy carnations with 
stephanotis. 

Best man was Jeff Bervid, Urbana. 
R1chard Rambo and Jeff LOng of Ur­
bana were groomsmen. Ushers were 
John Stuelke, Center Point, and Jerry 
Clair, Cedar Rapids. 

Andrea Rambo was flower girl, and 
Scott M1chael was ringbearer 

Both mothers of the couple wore blue 
dresses with pink chrysanthemum 
corsages 

Music was provided by vocalist Daryl 
Lyndt, and organist Rita Kelty , •••••••••••••••••••• , 

t HOLIDAY CRAFT BAZAAR t 
: Blairstown Legion Hall : 
t SAT. , NOV. 3rd t 
: ,. ?.:_oo_A .~. : ::~O P.M. __ ' 

Also on the ballot are two proposed 
amendments to the Iowa Constitution, a 
proposillon askmg Van Horne c1tizens if 
they w1sh for C1ty Counc1l terms to be 
four years mstead of two, a questiOn of 
retenl!on on each of 12 JUdges, a vote for 
one of two candidates for regional 

-library trustee, and two votes for three 
candidates seekmg to become so1l 
conserval!on commiSSIOners 

The commiSSIOner's race may not 
end Nov G as a ballot error does not 

Couple wed in l~ashua 
_,1.-t '!I Tillll Evert. 

length ros ~"'"' ·-~·· 1 soo)·a 
was per tnal attendan NASHUA- Kelly Rae Hunt and 

James Voss exchanged vows Oct. 14, 
1984 at the L1ttle Brown Church, m 
Nashua, Iowa Rev John W Christy 
off•c•ated the 3 p.m double-ring 
ceremony 

Parents of the couple are Rex and 
Karen Hunt, Cedar Rapids, and Don 
and Elame Voss, rural Palo. 

Ferns w1th dusty rose and navy 
ribbon decorated the church 

The bride's dress featured a Queen 
Anne's neckline and a pearled and lace 
bod1ce The sleeves and bottom or the 
dress were sheer 

The bnde earned rose-colored 
carnations, wh1te, sweetheart roses, 
and one gardema 

Ma1d of honor was Kristin Hunt, 
sister of the bride. She wore a floor-
.. 

.. 

Burlengan• attended lbe1~~ Jr, 
Best m 1 was Dan1e ' tba 

brother o~ ~e groom. of Hia111 

Iowa 

~ 
. sang''AMananda 

Mrs. Jot ~ty Weddln£ song" 
Woman," d The ve-

The bri t's molber \lore a mau 
....,m·s molber 

colored c. ISS lbe ~~"-
wore a I tender·WlDKG~ortd dress 
Both wo 1 rosHolored carnahon 

corsages. •·'d 1 A dlnne ind recepl!OO .,. ere '"" a 
the Gard 1 \'ilia Restaurant. ~ 
Rapids fo ~ppmmately ill~" 

The cou ~ pl4tDed a ~eddlng tnp to 
the Holid 1 Ina TheY re>iile at 1\irl· 
wood Est ~- Cedar Rap•Cs. 

l\ffi . & l\1RS. J AMES V4fS 

SERVICE NOTES 
Navy Ftreman William S Amsden, 

son of Owen D and Geraldme M 
'\msden or Vmton. has romoleted 

ing 
Dysart News 

church has 
8 \LICE Bt:RR\ 

) dttll 
T1111t> corrr-po!' cl U:e 33tll an-

The celetrallOO ecrneliall 
ru1 ~ry cl Uit Dysart ;sart Un:ted 
Club was t.eld at the D) tv~ 

""' st Cllurch last MO!!daJ d \leu""! ronner memberS 
Sixty-two membtn. tilt a!IDllersarY f 
and guests allended ~ b) MarY 
The Club ns started Ill t Bol"'oiei. 
Wunder of Dysart and Mary ~ the 
rmv of Des Momes 'Thirtetll 
ongulal ~ membtrs 11'ete ere~ 
~orma Anders. local ~ umttd 
women's Club pres • ns ch of 
~t. as Art acrwid ronr.er coa 
l>ysart,aJso Agnest [)oceUI ~ 
01 er the punCh ~mil, and mecben 
recewed !nmdsh:P A we!c<mt was 
£llell tro ~oaiiU Ha A r::emo:ul 
Sen'ICe ·ns CUld1Xled b)' f'raDa5 
t...anen fQT deceaSed memben. P.ose 
Hell!lesse~ Ma~alene W1e~bed:e 
Haul Reed and Ceale Plcl. 1:::-'len 
Matth:esen recogmzed gvesu f r 
comments Letters lien! rece-red f:rO!:l 
former ~rs U!latie tD alle".C. 
Lynn Uo Hopkins p-esec!ed a slide 
~from lnd::leSii 'lbt ~ 
dor.ed \lilth refreshme&ls semd by 
OJmnuUee (I( Rut!: (hertcc, \'ala 
Seebacll, '11lelma Re6l and Mugam 
Lure former members attmdl!lg 
were Frances Degner ~udrey 
Lenaburg of Traer, Lllcile \\ iJSOC, U:..S 
\\'tnlers, ~Wdred Beltlnns Franctlest 
Helm, ~larjone Bauer Of La Pcrte 01). 
Elsie Kiedel , PaUline 1borei:.. CiDdy 
l'lppert, Fay Cnns!DD, Helea Van 
Tas.<ell, Oorri;,:, Hook, La1'01l Raub 1i: 
~lulne Wilsln, \lary Bonrid: Of Des vi 
MO!Iles, Harriett Holtz and ~m Leo 
Guests were Rub) Stein, L)'ll Bopkt:s G 
and Art Bor.lick. Letters ~temed lr!n f 
fmn La Rue Lange Of Osh!o:x:Q v1 
MarJQne llan:ulan. Koomlle, W~ 
Bror of Manon Frances Gnffin A. 
Brenton, Mo • Gladys Mo:::oe of tb 
Spnn~eld, Mo , Anita Fnnkha;aer 0( 
Cedar Falls, \'en l..amprectt SlnJ> d 
~ and Mane Bader Also 8 
)tADt rail !rom Elll!r..1 ~ Q( b. 
l.lChapeiJO(Oucago b 

\rubrifts 
V. lili and Mrs Oti3 Felts and Mrs. f 
~: ~ or Baken!ield, eanr 1 

me alter spending 1 ~ 1 l'i>Jling relatil-es m Lake O:ar 
Spnn~eJd Mo and also at Sau ~ 
Art M-"- ~ 

~ .... , '"" " .... ,,.. \1-



·ashua 
ored gown Tami Evertt 
I attendant Sonya 
tended the book 
as Darnel Voss, Jr , 
groom, of H1awalha, 

risty sang" A Man and a 
"The Wedding Song " 

mother wore a mauve-
The groom's mother 

der-wine-colored dress. 
e-colored carnation 

reception were held at 
Restaurant, Cedar 

troJGIII18L~:Iy 70 guests. 
13runea a wedding trip to 

They reside at Kirk­
~edar Rapids. 

died general military 
1ed to prepare him for 
ernie and on-th,._;,h 

.......... ·--.~ -··-· ... -
lock and Mrs. Nad1ne Gray attended 
e open house for Rev Holm 1n Victor 

.......... " .... , 0 • ... -. ---

Paul's, Traer, Fnday, Dec.' io, 1:30 
p.m., St Patnck's, Tama. 

Dysart News ing held in Belle Plaine 

Church has 
8) ALICE BERRY 
Time& Correspondent 

3n Ge1ken, J1m Brown, d1stnct soil 
nservat1onist, Jerry Neppel, from the 
11 ConservatJOn Comm1ssion and Lee 

rader, a new soil conservationist tn 
.. area , ~ 
v e program began with a shde pres­

IliOn on the progressing concern for 
eros1on throughout Iowa and basi­
l explamed how the landowner· 

/ farmer IS able to 1denhfy soil erosion 
on h1s or her land 

Kyle Hummel then spoke to the 
group about the' program and legisla­
tiOn that has led up to the need for soil 
conservat1on practtces Within Benton 
county A bnef d1scuss1on on the Iowa 
2000 program then closed the 
meeting. 

The celebration of the 38th an­
mversary of the Dysart Cornelian 
Club was held at the Dysart Umted 
MethodiSt Church last Monday evening 
S1xty-two members, former members 
and guests attended the anniversary 
The Club was started m 1946 by Mary 
Wunder of Dysart and Mary Borw1ck, 
now of Des Moines. Thirteen of the 
origmal 30 members were present 
Norma Anders. local Federated 
Women's Club pres., was an invited 
guest, as Art Borwick, former coach of 
Dysart, also Agnese Docekal presided 
over the punch bowl, and members 
renewed friendship. A welcome was 
given by Noami H1x A memorial 
serv1ce was conducted by Frances 
Larsen for deceased members, Rose 
Hennessey, Magalene Wiebbecke, 
Hazel Reed and Cecile Plank Imogen 
Matthiesen recognized guests for 
comments. Letters were received from 
former members unable to attend 
Lynn Leo Hopkins presented a slide 
program from Indonesia The evenmg 
closed with refreshments served by 
comm1ttee of Ruth Overton, Velda 
Seebach, Thelma Reed and Margaret 
Luze Former members attending 
were Frances Degner, Audrey 
Lenaburg of Traer, Lucile Wilson, Lilas 
Winters, M1ldred Bellhuis, Francelest 
Helm, Marjone Bauer of La Porte City, 
Elsie K1edel , Pauline Thoren, Cindy 
Pippert, Fay Cranston, Helen Van 
Tassell, Dorriss Hook, Lavon Raub, 
Maxme Wilson, Mary Borwick of Des 
Moines, Harriett Holtz and Neva Leo. 
Guests were Ruby Stein, Lyn Hopkins 
and Art Borwick. Letters received were 
from La Rue Lange of Oskaloosa, 
Marjorie Hanniian, Knoxville, Wilma 
Broz of Marion, Frances Griffin, 
Brenton, Mo . Gladys Monroe of 
Springfield, Mo., Anita Frankhauser of 
Cedar Falls, Vera Lamprecht Straus of 
Guttenberg and Marie Bader. Also a 
phone call from Emma Goldenstein of 
La Chapeil of Chicago. 

ar . 
C.: llet With 
-lowa200 
&Jtlve Kyle 

Hummel tn Belle Plaine last Tuesday to·d1scuss soil con­
servation practtces / 

Area briefs 
Mr and Mrs. Otis Felts and Mrs. 

Warren Scott of Bakersfield. Calif. 
returned home after spending a week 
VlSitmg relatives in Lake Ozarks and 
Springfield. Mo and also at Salem, 
Ark Montf;n.' tho lt"oltC" t~\, ~"-
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Contest open 
for soil 
conservation 

VINTON The Benton County Soil 
Conservation Dtstrtct LS announcing Its 
annual poster contest for elementary 
students in grades 3 through 6 The 
students must hve tn Benton County to 
be ehgible. 

The theme for the 1984 contest LS "Soil 
Conservat1on." 

There will b? two divisions in the 
contest, the ftrst for students tn the 
th1rd and fourth grades, the second 
diviSIOn for students m the fifth and 
SIXth l!rades Ca~h nri7E>c; of SJO ~ 50 
and $5 wtJI be awarded in each division 
Posters may be done in any medi 
and can be up to 22 tnches by 28 mC::."'· 
10 SIZe es 

The student's name, address, phone 
number and diVIsion must be on the 
back of the. poster Entry deadline is 
Nov 7 of thLS year with Judging to be 
held Nov 14 

Entnes should be sent or taken to the 
Benton County Soil Conservation 
Dtstrtct office located at 1701 Zod Ave., 
Vtnton For addlltonal information 
contestants are urged to call the distnct 
off1ce at 472-2161 

auo puu 'Jallo'H vu~~3ll4 ""''1 ... --
945 aJ34M eueqJO Ill Jaqwaw p;eoq 
toott:>s e se 5uth.l3S .c:nuasa;d st Zl.ffilS 

.C:1np :>Hqnd JO wasqe 
10u S! 1'641 auo ·~wns~J Suot e 41th\ 
S.lil)Ofl saptliOJd ')JI\0:) JO )(J3(:) ,\)UnO:) 
UOJU39 JOj 3JUptpU'6:l UU:lHQnday PIO 
-Jea.\-~£ 341 'Zl.ffilS uear -NO.LNIA 

punoJ6~Joq 
0~ S~UIOd • 

'qo~ s , ~JaiJ 
saAa z~Jn~s 

Sl&q 8JOS 8JD S8~D.I M8J SD pU 

Election....__---___....-
indicate that Leland Schrader. Jr ., is 
running unopposed, while Wilham Continued from poge l 

the1r dtstnct covers the southern tier or Kerkman and Maynard Krug are vying 
the county. all ehgtble "'Oters to the for the other open seat Should Kerk-
county can cast a ballot ror one of the man and Krug receive the most votes or 
two the three men, a special election may 

Challengtng Cor the Dtstnct ll _have to be held. 
supervtsor seat are two candidates It is a busy ballot, indeed, and whtle 
from Vinton Dell Hanson, owner and most of the attention in the prestdeolial 
manager of a local 1mplement sweepstakes has been focused on the 
dealershtp, ts the Republicans' choice tickets of the two major pohhcal 
having defeated Duane Johnson In the parties, there are six other presidential 
June primary Jane LaGrange, a C1ly candidacies, ranging from the 
Council representaltve here, LS the traditional team of Gus Hall and Angela 
Democrats' cho1ce havmg be.>led fellow Davis representing the Commumst 
council representat1ve Rtchard Party to the Big Deal Party candidates. 
Schoonover tn June. Gerald Baker of Iowa and FerriS Alger 

Two key issues of the supervisor's of Pennsylvania. 
electtons are the proposed construction Other presidential dreamers 11re 
of a new county jail and the formulation L.yndon La Rouche (nominated by 
of a land use policy ln comments petition), Dennis 1... Serretle 
delivered al Candidates' N1ght here in (nominated by petition). Mel Hanson of 
Vinton last week. all four believe a new the Socialist Workers Party, and David 
county Jatl LS 1n the makmgs, first as a Bergland of the L.ibertarian Party 
mandate by state ofhcials, secOndly as r - - - - - - - - -
a way to avotd expense charges for the 
tra nsportatton or pnsoners ( 

On the nattonal level, Democrat Joe 
Johnston or Tifhn 1s maktng a run at 
Congressman Cooper Evans, the 
Republican mcumbent rrom Grundy 
Center. ror the U S House of 
Reprlll>entallves Polls have Johnston 
tra1hng by double dig1ts 

In what many beheve to be the 
mess test race or the year, Sen Roger 1 
Jepsen ttncumbent Repubhcan) and 
Congressman Tom Harlun from Iowa's 
5th Dist are exchangtng barbs, com­
panng records. and calhng one another 
names m hopes or ga1mng a &-year U S 

\ 
Senate seat 

Also on the ballot are two proposed 
amendments to the Iowa Constttutton, a 
proposttton asktng Van Horne citizens 1f 
they wtsh for Ctty Counctl terms to be 
four yearS tnstead O( two, a questiOn O( 
retention on each of 12 JUdges, a vote for 
one of two candidates for reg1onal 

-hbrary trustee, and two votes Cor three 
candtdates seekmg to become soil 
conservallon commisstoners 

The commtsstoner's race may not 
end Nov 6 as a ba Hot error does not 
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LANDLORD TENANT - 'The Winners In this 
category \\ere Jim and Sue Hanna and Joyce and 
Eugene Mathern. 

Harold and Ruby Smith were winners of the lzaak 
Walton Windbreak A\1-ard but "ere not available for 
the picture. 

-' 

County 
Soil 
Conservation 
Award 
Winners 

OWNER.OPERATOR DIVISION-Terry and Gloria Ulch were awarded the 
owner~peralor award at the Soli Conservation award banquet on Monday. 
Ulch received the award for the work he has done on the farm he owns and 

RETIRING COMMISSIONER5-Roman Gordner ond Don Weichman were 
awarded special plaqu'!S at Monday's award banquet. Gardner had been a 
commissioner for 13 years and Welchman for 15 years. One of the com­
missioners' duties is to encour age conservation through education. 

operates. 
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IEI\"COOPER.\TORDI\1510,-&.sud511lrtiJ Wilt) •m prmnttd tht 

' ~cooper~~« Di1UioD a111nl at M011da) 's '-lll COIISfnatloD anrd hlDqUt 
a lhe \'ml<lll County Oab. 
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Duello's 
black magic 

is seed of 
fertile mind 

Planter rolling off 
assembly line 

By J . DAMON CAIN 
Times Editor 
VINTON- Denny DueUo took a seed 

of an idea, planted it in the tireless 
study hours of three days and two 
nights- most of which was without 
sleep, and came away with a product 
the Vinton farmer likes to call, "black 
magic." 

Magic it isn't. Geometries, yes, and a 
certain Improvement in planting ef. 
ficiency. And what Duello invented is 
now rolling off a farm machinery 
assembly line in SheUbyville, IUinois. 

Officially, the product of DueUo's 
fertile imagination and determination 
is a b:-fold planter frame called the 
"Black Machine." Duello's design 
allows a farmer to switch from the skip 
row planting or soybeans in !~inch 
rows to the 30-inch row planting of com, 
all WJlhin a minute, all by hydraulics, 
all in the field 

DueUo, admitting he was tired of 
the same old planting methods of the 

HYDRAULICS- Adding hydraulics to the Black Machine planter makes the 
S\1-itch from planting skip row beans to 30-inch row com a snap. Kenny 
Williams. who helped Denny Duello build the rust two prototypes, shows how 
the hydraulics "-Ork. Ea~y. 

&dar VQ!le i T 1,r- ~ 
.Jan . 1 ~ ,tt1 ~ 5 

One o~ etA' 
C ON".rnl ss 10 1\v(:S 

past, checked out what various im­
plement dealers had on hand, and 
recognized the tandem or two-bar 
planter as a direction he was most 
interested in ptU"Suing. 

Still, he sa1d, the tandem bar set-up 
had a huge disadvantage. " Half of your 
planter investment was in the shed and 
I thought what a waste that was. That's 
when I began to work with the 
geometry of it. Three days, two nights 
and very little sleep later, I had it." 

DueUo tested his first prototype last 
year, planting 600 acres and not en· 
countering any problems. 

" I convinced myself on paper that it 
would work," said Duello, a confident, 
headstrong and engaging young man, 
41 years old. "Then, after the scale 
model was built, 1 knew for sure. When 
:;ou see it work on a scale like that, 
there's no refuting the results, and it 
worked just like it was supposed to." 

DueUo's next step was to convince 
farmers and manufacturers that the 

planter would work, that it would unfold 
from the sl<lcked, 13-row planter for 
soybeans to the longer, 12-row planter 
for com. 

Duello and Kenny Williams, a former 
farmer and former employee at Hawk 
B1lt here in Vinton, began work on the 
second prototype. The first was Wlthout 
hydraulics and required manual effort 
to fold and unfold its wmgs. Because 
part of the concept's attraction was 
with its efficiency of time, hydraulics to 
perform the folding was a natural. 

That second prototype was hauled to 
the Farm Progress Show in Fisher, 
lllino1s this past year, an ag-land 
showcase for farm machinery. DueUo 
sa1d the trip was made for two reasons: 
first , he wanted to " lest the appeal of 
the product," to see 1f its unique 
operation carried a value; and second, 
to check farmers' responses, to see 
"how much of a market there was ' ' 

" The response at the Farm Progress 
Show was overwhelming," said Ouetto. 

" I was convinced that the planter 
should be produced even in tbe stagnant 
economy that we have right now." 

And you can take DueUo's word for it, 
he's glad the hydraulics were installed. 

"Once we got it set up we never shut 
it down," he said. "If we didn' t run it, if 
we just let it sit there, it looked like 
some strange piece of machinery and 
people would walk right by. But once 
we had 1t operating, then people look an 
interest, they saw how it actually 
worked. We figure we put 43 years of 
lifetime operation on it at the show and 
we didn't have one bit of problem with 
it!' 

Since Black Machine's exposure at 
the Farm Progress Show, it has been 
receiving a good deal of attention from 
various far m and agri-business 
publications. One man traveled all the 

MAGIC 

Continued on poge 7 

INVENTOR AND FRIEND- Denny Duello, stan· 
ding behind his piece of magic, got a good deal or help 
from Kenny Williams In putting together this prototype 

thot will be on public display ant Saturday. Duello 
invites all curiosity seekers out to hit farm just east of 
Vinton for a look at bow the planter works. 

Cleveland Indians, said ~ "Moving Babe Ruth to tlle ouwe1a IS a sen oas 11l1SWI.e. 
He might have become a great pitcher ." All Ruth did was becOme the top slugger 
tn baseball history. 

- Uae Fence LiD go -
Anyone who has been around radio and teievision stations knows that all the 

renmzer appllcallon bars, wagons and 
)!oists 

DueUo chose P&H from a list of a 
dozen bidders, saying the Illinois 
company offered the greatest factory 
capacity for gelling the job done, had a 

dugout. Next time Ul 
down he went again. 

Then his real we 
He played a single in 

I 
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cai)O 
" I t 



-~ re 
~ .. 
.~ • 4> IJ · • .11 

l'$!!! 
~ ~ $!.' ""' 
, . ""· "' 0~ !i!J 

8 ·::' ~ '!:) ' .;;" ~f) 
~ "' ~ .S:: !-1 f(> k> l t:: §> 
~-~~g~~ -~- ~ 

'Y :!!. ;::. ; ~ N. rl .... (,~ "<' :;. 9 
~ "tf ... 4> f" ,.. ·-~ ~ IJ :> 
fi :: tJ n ~ t'l f) .eo ,? ·!" ~ 8 s· 1 ! & J 111 ~ i- &' .~ ~ ... :r ~ s ~ 

$'Q. ~:C. i!;::~ i§ .. :i.~ 
Gtj , !i! .... ~§lei ~ $ ;!-ti 

P 8 e: "'"" it sir~ ~ ;~ $,? 
~ .~ <»11? 

!i! .• <b ... 11 ~s· r;s . . lil 8 ·?.to 

~~~-4---------~~---­i. .4> 4> 

~I"- p #t§. ~# r s· .... 't) ~ rJ ::i "' 

·i~.f ~ ~.~ #'.f l~f~ <:>~ I 
,OJ$ 

~ ~/tJ~ ~~~~f8' ::~~ I.fj r 
11 ::i " /5o ,.., ,.., I" .... d;;o ...., 8' 't) _., E I : K ~ "".~FIt a"8.~ 
~ t: i G $ -~ i !!!.'J. ""' • 
I ;;' iitf e.. S ~ :t1 "' 
.p n ¥ .P g-11~ o· r 
.(Jj ... ~ - ... ~ ~ a "' ~~· if: .... ~ 

4> ~ ·? (() 
• 4> ~ •• 

• IJ iJ lb y . ;.. 

dedar V o.!l e.~ 'f, tl\ e ~ 
JGn. l~ ,tq~ 6 

One o~ ou"" 
C ON'.rn\ ss 1 o f\V.(5 

A little bit o' magic 
Kenny Williams, c:t Denny Duello's request, pieced together a simple scale 

model of the Black Machine planter, and it is shown, in its different stages of folding, below. 

From top to bottom, the machine through the use of hydraulics, folds from 
a 12, 30-inch row corn planter into a compact, stacked 13, 15-inch row 
soybean planter. All in a minute's time. 

The planter is rolling off the assembly line In Shellbyville, Illmois. 

Step I 

~p:i: 

S&ep_3 

-

• t .. .:~~ . 
:\:a!lf'4.,l~ 

. - ' 

Times, Vinton, Iowa, January 18, 1985 7 

u 

•, • ... 
•• •• 

~ :· 
• 
• • 

.] -·- .. , . 
. ~~..: . 
·~~ ·t •:!&t, ... l 
~~~·~J- ·: 

.M. · - \ .. , 

::'.!" . ' '<ldo.~-r~*-.\.¥1 I -. · '41: ~_. ' . I 
I 
I 

Partially unfolded Cor Is it partially folded?), the Black 1\tachlne WIS sturdy mough to withstand 43 yean or use all In thrtt days at a Farm Progreta Sbow. 
~ · • 

Continued from poge I 
way from lndiana to take a look at 
Duello's invention and now the Vinton 
fanner-inventor is in contact with some 
700 parties which have expressed an 
interest in owning a Black Machine. 

In fact, Duello said, " People know 
more about it m other parts of the farm 
belt than they do here." 

As packaged, the planter comes 
equipped with the frame, hitch, 
hydraulics, markers, lift wheels, ~a~e 
wheels and C)'linders, everything but 
the separate planter units. 

Black Machine is being manufac­
tured by P&H Manufacturing Company 
of Shellbyvllle, Illinois, which also 
manufactures bulk fertilizer spreaders, 
fertilizer application bars, wagons and 
hoists . 

Duello chose P&H from a list of a 
oozen bidders, saying the Illinois 
company offered the greatest factory 
capacity for getting the job done, had a 

central corn belt location, and was the 
easiest to work with Oh yes, Duello 
added, P&H also offered to do the 
contract work at the lowest bid. 

"That made it easy," said Duello, 
indicahng he would not have 
necessarily gone with the lowest bid 
had other factors tipped the scale 
against P&H 

Duello added that the reasons he 
decided to have the manufacturing 
done on a contractual basis were 
several, not the least ot which were: to 
keep all options open; contract 
manufacturing was the most 
economical route to take at the present 
time; he didn't want to be stuck with a 
big investment, ''not that I don't have a 
sizable Investment in this already"; 
and finally, with all ot the idle plant 
capacity present m the midwest today, 
" I can have a lot better job done on this 
custom - built " 

So what plans does Duello have In the 

bm? Well, for beginners, he. a brother 
<Roger), and Williams are talung and 
placing phone calls to those prospective 
buyers at his farm home a few miles 
east of Vinton 

No sweat off Williams' back, as he 
has worked tirelessly alongside Duello 
in his venture, and you can tell he's just 
as interested in Black Machine's 
success as is Duello. 

"Kenny Williams deserves a Jot of 
credit," said Duello. " Had 1t not been 
for his help in getting the prototypes 
ready, I wouldn't have been prepared 
for the Farm Progress Show and this 
project would have been delayed by a 
year " 

Later this year Duello will get back in 
touch with Black Machme buyers and 
ask for suggested Improvements He 
plans extensive market research and 
surveys, and plans additional ad­
verhsing. He has other additlonas to the 
planter he may include in model No. 2. 

More immediately, however, Duello 
is planrung an open house next 
Saturday, January 26, all day long at 
his farm for all interested persons to, in 
his own words, "see a little black 
magic." 

Magic? Well, perhaps. Geometry, .~ 
really And a seed planted in a fertUe ~ 
mmd 
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n"'f.R - Th!' 16th \nnual 
T t•tt a ( hl'lnica l Cu~tom er ~ 
\ pprt.>ciation l>rnner -.a, held 
Thut\dil~ mJ: ht at thE' \'inion 
Countn Uub 

\p11ro"mate h 225 people 
auendt>d tht> danner and later 
"alktd Jround a nd 1 is ited 19 
dtpl.n booth~ featuring chemical 
a nd '~'~'d 'upplir' a~ 11 rll a' a 
booth from tht> ~il C'on,en a lion 
'i(>n ICE' and Terra 

Ptrlurt'd b) lht• S(' . Dl>pla) 
an • li to rl J crr) 'eppl'l . \ rnton ; 
\\ J \ nr Stela. \ anton Jam Rro11n , 
\ uaton ; \rt \lc l.aughlin . Terra 
manag!'l' 

I Timu photo by Mert Alpers 
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BENTON 
The Benton County Soil Con­

~ servation District is offering two 
'S:_ sponsorships for workshops this 
'T) summer 
~ The first is a sponsorship of 
llj $150 toward the Outlook Pro-

gram for Environmental Educa­
tion Enrichment. This is a 

~ program of one-week workshops 
v for teachers at the Conservation 
~ Education Center in Guthrie 
.,. Center 
"~ The second is a $55 total 
~ sponsorship for a high school 
~ studt>nt to attend the Youth 
~ Leadership Conservation Pro­

gram, also m Guthrie Center 
Contact the Benton SCD of­

fice at 4 72-2161 for further 
mformation. 

/Aar t1-<- .&mltn &WY!fj_ ti)CJU- -Jlaoj 
u;t LZo,U ~ fl..v dLI.){tufAL . _:f/5/&s 

Tillage Show Draws 
Benton Farmers 

E v1den~e of Benton County Fa rmer s ' in­
t e res t 1n soi l conse rva t ion was t he ir 
number a t the Eas tern Iowa Conse rva t1 on 
Tt l lage Show a t the Five Seasons Center Jn 
Ceda r Ra p1ds 1n late Ja nua ry. 

John Aergs trand , Route 2, Vinton, said, 
"It's an excellent s hm1. I come every yea r." 

Bergs trand till-plants ( the same as 
ri dge pl anting) 100 acres of row cr ops . He ' s 
been t1l l -plant i nq for five years and thinks 
he ' s got 1t perfect ed . 

John BerCJstrand, Vint on, (riqht) watchps 
RoC)er Duello (center) use a model to show 

,..--ho~ t he 91aC"k t-1ach1ne wor ks at the Eastern 
,-- I owa Conse r vation Ti llage Show. 

Represent~nq the Benton Count y Soi l Conser­
valJon Service a t the Eastern Iowa r~nspr­
vnt infl T i] laqe Shm1 at the Cedar Rap1ds 
f 1 ve ~easons Cenler were (from left) : Jerry 
Ncppel, Duanp Dostal, Jim Brown and Rob 
t·1on·ol . 

J 
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Poster contest announced by Soil 
· Conservation Dist. 

BENTON 
A no-till tour or the Dysart and 

Garrison area in Benton County 
will be conducted July 1 at 6:30 
p.m. The tour will begin at the 
Lee Schrader farm Participants 
will view various forms of no-till 
com and beans. 

Week of Sept. 8, 1985 

Dave Upah 

\'1:-ITON The Benton Count v S01l 
Conservation Dtstrtct tS aMounct-ng tiS 
aMual poster contests for elementary 
students in grades J, 4, 5. and 6 The 
students must restde on Benton County 

There will be two divisions Dvtsion 1 
grades 3 and 4, Otvtston 11- grades 5 and 
6 Cash prizes of $10. $7 50 and $5 will be 
awarded in each dtvision to first, 
second and thtrd places respectively 
PQ<;ters rna v be done m any media, and 

can be up to 22' x28" m stze. The 
student·s name, address, phone 
number and Division number must be 
on the back of the poster Entry 
deadline ts November 8, 1985 wtlh 
Judging to be held November 13, 1985. 

Entries should be sent or taken to the 
Benton County Sot! Conservation 
District office, 1701 Second Avenue . . 
Vmton, 52349. Please contact the 
District Office at 472-2161 for further 
mformalion 
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ASCS Payment Prompts 
Upah To Try No-Till 

If the $10/acre payment offered by 
the ASCS for no-t1ll planting IS sup­
posed to bnbe farmers into usmg the 
tillage method-then 1n the case of a 
Belle Pla1ne area farmer. it worked 
Dave Upah, who farms 500 acres east 
of Belle Plame, sa1d that initially the 
$10/acre mcent1ve was really the main 
reason he tned no-ttll this spnng. 

Now that he has collected the maxi­
mum $500 on 50 acres, will he trv no­
till agam? ''We'll def1nately try 1t aga1n 
at least on corn following beans," he 
sa1d Upah satd a savmgs tn fuel and 
other mach1nery expenses convinced 
h1m to try no-1111 again 

Conserving so1l •s also an added 
benef1t "We've always pract1ced con­
servat•on.' Upah Sdid He has n~ed 
no difference in weed control. insect 
problems 'Or erosion between the 50 
acre no· till expenment and the other· 
350 acres of crops that were put m w•th 
more convent1or.al methods 

Upah used n1s John Deere 7000 
planted. eQUipped w1th two-inch fluted 

coulters, to plant the 50 acres of no-till 
corn. Anhydrous ammon1a was applied 
pre plant 1nto the bean stubble w•th a 
spec1al applicator at a rate of 120 
pounds. Upah used a harrow before 
planting toe ase the applicator marks 
so as not to cause confus1on when 
plantmg 

The only other d•fference at planttng 
t1me was the use of P and K banded in 
the row instead of broadcast. Upah 
used five pounds of Bladex as h1s only 
herb1c1de "I was real sat1sf1ed w1th the 
weed control." he sa1d. Upah sa1d he 
used BladeJt to avo1d carry over and 
parts of the 50 acres never needed 
culhvat1on. 

Dave farms 1n partnership w•th his 
father Bernard (he IS retired), h1s wife 
Chns and the help of one hired hand. 
Upah has lOOacres m pasture and hay, 
where h1s 50 head cow herd earn their 
keeo. Dave and Chns have two daugh­
ters, Chns, 7, Jenn1, 4, and a son, 
Daniel, 1 

• 

• 
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Mark Jackson and Verne Schroeder 

Benton County Pair Find Way To Save .Soil 
When you talk to farmers about so11 

conservation most Will tell you that the 
expense of puttmg m terraces. dry 
ponds and the like, JUSt costs more 
money than what 1s returned m better 
yields. One tennant landlord pa1r m 
Benton county has f1gured out a way to 
avoid the h1gh cost so1l savmg mea· 
'!;ures and still pract1ce effect1ve con· 
servat10n measures on the1r 160 acre 
{arm north of Luzerne 

Mark Jackson IS the tennant Verne 
Schroeder 1s the landlord and stnp 
croppmg 1s the method they use to pro· 
teet the soil Schroeder's farm has been 
well taken care of over the years, so 
they weren't concerned about rehabrh .... 
tatmg the farm. JUSt marntarnrng 1t 

Schroeder's farm 1s moderately hrlly 
and rs made up of a clay loam soli, wrth 
areas of sand The frelds had been la1d 
out in 25 ac:re plots. whrch made 1t hard 
for Jackson to farm on the contour The 
last several years Jackson and 
Schroeder removed about three mrles 
of fence and had the ASCS lav the 
ent~re operation mto contoured strrps 

End rows were done away with rn favor 
of head lands that are permanently 
seeded down. 

The only out·of pocket cost was for 
hinng a road grader to knockout the old 
fence rows and grade the waterways 
Schroeder pard for that and the rest of 
the work was done by the two partners. 

Jackson follows an oats. hay corn, 
soybean crop rotat1on .ul keep beans off 
of the hrllrest places. though Jackson 
sard Jackson ra1ses hogs, but no cattle 
so the hay crop IS sold to a ne1ghbor 
Jackson sard he not1ced a savmgs m 
fuel nght away when the fields were 
contoured "I'm never gomg up hill any· 
more," he sard 

sorl loss, so the new measures :.hould 
ensure good sorl for the generations to 
come 

Besrdes therr common mterest rn sotl 
conservatiOn, both Schroeder and 
Jackson are veterans of mrlrtary ser 
111ce Schroeder started farmmg after 

Even though the ASCS had the frelds 
lard out on contour. they left the task of 
startrng the rows up to Jackson How 
did he know how to plant the f1elds to 
avoid pornt rows' "I JUSt watched how 
the neighbors d1d rt and it seemed to 
work fme," he sard Jackson was told by 
.JtLljh~A:;S~C~S~m~e~n~t ::!an:S~c~h~roe~~e~r·~s~~-~ ../ I _ J: 
was a rea v wr m A gUide mes for L "--.W 

I 
~. 

world war one and Jackson when he 
was discharged from the army tn 1977 
Although 160 acres tS a small farm by 
today's standards, 1t means enough to 
Schroeder and Jackson to keep those 
160 acres m place for many years to 
come 

' ' 
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Need funds for conservation 
effort? Try SCS and Brown 

however, has a d!Herent priOrity hst. \'INTON- llleed financial ass1stancc 
for tho~e b1g or small ~•I conservation 
projects you' ve been putltng off? 

The-So1l Conservauon Ser\'lce cSCS ) 
and the Agr•cultural Stab1hzation and 
Conscrvallon Service ASCS ) may be 
able to help 

Federal funds have been available to 
farmers for so1l conservallon proJects 
smce about the m•d·l940s, Brown ~•d 
State fuodmg has been available sm<:c 
1971 On the average, about IS0.200 
projects are funded each year through 
the cost /share program, With 120 130 
of those farmers included in the no 1111 
pay incentives, he sa1d. The pay In· 
centives give farmers $10 an acre up 
oo 50 acres , or $500-for no-1111 farmmg 
practices. he explained. 

Showman named overall district winner 
Accordmg to DIStrict Conservatiomst 

J•m Brown at the SCS, two cost 1 share 
programs are available to ass1st far­
mers With thetr soil conserva lion needs. 
"All the farmer has to do IS come mto 
our office and inqu•re about 11," he sa1d. 

The ASCS offers federal funds that 
will pay for half of the project, up to 
$3500 each year State funds which 
come through the d1str•ct com· 
missioner, on the other hand, will pay 
50 percent, regardless of the total cost, 
Brown explained But m e1ther case, 

,a·s Imperative to s1gn up and get ap-
proval before proceeding with the 
proJect, he sa1d 

" We'll design ·the proJectJ and come 
up With a cost est• mate," he contmued 
But a farmer ha~ to qualify for the 
funds as well " It 's a matter of 

I quahfymg on soil I05S not on •ncome 
or anyth•ng like that. Brown said 

There':. also a priority list. The 
district commiSsioner will fund no-till 
first he ~a•d !\ext on the hst are 
terrae~ . followed by waterways and 
then structures and ponds The ASCS. 

Last July, the district rece1vod $69 
thousand doUars and according to 
Brown, " ll's the most we've ever had. 
However, about hair of that has been 
obtiga led already " We usually use up 
our allocation each year, ' he sa1d 

With a possible four percent across-
.. the-board cut in future state funding , 

Brown said ll's a good idea to get 
prOJect apProval early The best lime to 
sign up for state fundmg IS around the 
first of July. and the best time to appl\ 
for federal funds is at the first of the 
year he explamed 

This year, there are about 2()().250 
farmers 10 Benton County takmg ad· 
vantage of cost I share funds. However 
" It vanes from year to year ' Brown 
said Overall, participation 10 the 
program has been good " We use the 
funds c anyway),' he sa1d 

\'11\.T 0:-.1-- Homer· Show man of Canton 
To11 nsh1 p was named Benton County's 
0\ erall w •nner m the conserva lion awards 
program 

Sho11man was named one of three 
di\1Sional 11 •nners as were Lee Schrader 
and Cecil F)-y and h•s tenant Dale Hagen 

9 10wman, who was named winner of the 
ow l'l(.'r-operator divisiOn, fa rms in Canton 
Townsh1p near 91ellsburg, controling soi l 
IOI!:oses usmg contounng, stnp-cr opping, 
and no till systems Last year, soil losses 
on Ius entire farm were a t fl\'e tons or less 
per acre per yea r 

Schrader was chosen wmner of the new 

Results of no-till are for future generations, says Hiemstra 
tf'l t \lilt hiW\\' .,.)~tb IIArtatrawJdUwti.IIA)l~rl._ •"'•~'l'CI l h r~uha p.·c,plt '<'('t"t it'll~ -..cr~ 
n mn .,...,, V. tu"' I trm:J pla.tttrc my beans an 11 t~b abwt 4-t b~l• ~r acre • tlh Na bwr• .abuut thl· lhltu•· .,~~ --.tuta ...... ~~:ttma w 1 (,i,A.IUU~O.\- l'r)'li'ltl wmcthmc ~· • ~.,.. i f'k:l tht:n <rdlJr,l my~ tnd IOW!d • ~-u-) tnt 1 Lllkcd LO • •• •wratPtli aboul ckndt'd to try th~ ttd .,.,'"the kllil (Of' tht-

np. n.tntTIIU~ on tGulb Uwt U-.• •·t:u~tl 'ol.tre wry d~," u 1d ~ bu.Jt.rb w. 1 .. ., qu1te h.!pp) wilh the lutur~ &t-on-;.~tlon.," he •.• ud TI~Jot •• ,. t~o~t Utttn lflmbtro~ did lui Jllt1niol.r.1 'Then I fourd 1 dnliLtwt 1 cuukl ~ul~ 1 '*•• ..-uu~ • , ._ •ddtd Owl he may rot feel lht p-o(lt 
)-.:Jr lind tl llol lft lh" )t".lr Vril.h RHIIhr11 hi) w.t .trd (0 ""1lh l.he 1'0-liU 1Ltnatraf1nl fouM •~1 OYt M ·liJII,., d no t •lhCV U\ hi' I))Cktt bul lh.ll the 

TRACTOR 
BAnERY 

SALE 

NUMBER 
7245 
7269 
7218 
n 4e 

GROUP SIZE PRIQ 
22NF • 4l .S7 
80 Ill 12 
30H 13.04 
3EH 60.42 

ASK ABOUT OTHER SPECIAl BATTERY NEEDS! 

SEE US fOR YOUR fARM MACHINERY PART NHDS 

VINTON FARM & AUTO 
,, f \1 \!H""'up• 
41 ~~9'1H ..,., 814 W 41h ST • VINTON 

IIOfiQn .lMJII U l 1 \ M \AT } 1 00 

MIONI HJ J U4 I 100 JU UIJ 

from lht mattTuals lhll tho utu\rriJLy b.u 
~~out e bcut l.hn l)pc o1 f.arm~ Con11nutc:1 0t1 ,._. , PDQt 

• 
..o...r. ~ ·· · -~ .. · ~.- ..... u 

' ., 
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cooperator dii1Sion He fa rms m Florence 
Township In the county's southeast corner 
He controls soil lo~ses using contourmg 
and no 11 11 

• • :r duo Hagen a1so use contounng a nd 
no till S)ll;tems to control so1l losses on 
Fry's farm In Taylor Township near 
Vmton 

As the dis t ric t 's overa ll winner , 
91ow man is automalically entered m 
reg1onal compell lion 

The 1985 Iowa Soil Consen ·allon Award 
Program IS sponsored to recognize better 
land use and en\1ronmental cont rol on 
farms In Iowa The winners a t the District 
ClocaiJ Je,el were selected from a list of 
nominees in three dms•ons. 

Essay winners 
told in 
conservation 
contest 
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~ 10 the 
'We use the 
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Hiemstr ________ _ 
COM!ftltd from pr-~M»US pooe 

futurt D"n~·nn,.... th.-atlann tnt lard~1JI 
be tbk- to~ 1~ rault.l o1 his UHS tl'" ro. 
bll 
Od~t ••anuw m tlii,Hmalra aUf'fldt'd 

tnr hlliJW" ~. atfh'f 'YaV!ra 111 Ctdar 
R.Jr.-tt"' •trr~ h(- f1nt u-. tht dnJI ht 
Wf'Uid ,_-f"d 10 pl~ft ... G'op 

All" ~ .. 1~ dr•ll r •auld l'lf'fd r 
lnt'd to .,., thr rrompan)' , U.htf'd ~rm 
Tnttk 1n f..,.....,.f'tn lo br-1nl{ thr dnll do:J.n 
I"'Cf h.l\f' I t•tld d.t) II tn)' (~fief lit,,.,.. thr 
Gtl'lfr ""• l•r~,-, •hit thr drtll fGU'd 
dot. 'lldH~tra 

A/1fT' I)Qt t«ort Ill f'fi '"'""Ura ,.,t 1,. 

"""''" •••ll 10 nnpf.,"'" ol thf. C"Dft''~"J 
,.h't o-rlf'd t..ool th. ,..dk •..S ""'-'f'd .,_ 
from ,_,. to """' '" tu fl'ffd 

I ~if b •••U lflWW te UT\ lf>f' ll'lfo bu)'•"'t 
a dtdl,bul I doft I ITI IIJ t.; ,..,...- II I flll"'f'd 
c.r utd fl""t"l'1 

Lut )'C'.ar Jt, ... ,.,ura 1'10-hlttod about u 
•c""' ec bral\l na ,..,.., ~ ~\ 1h.o!ut n 
ICff'l ol r.IIJI bt..n.s .. I 1111!1UAd AI··· I'IMin' 

but I "'Hn 1 ablr to '"' thtm •R plara'td 
lrfftffl't lhfo ~10 had IO It• b.t(ll: """"'th ' 

H'rmttrt s.a•d that btotidH n 
prrtrnM•._ '"'~'~ tht no~,u bora ttr as 
abo "'"''''"""Inc "'1th Ow- t)-pt~ ol 
C'tltrrur,al' It» uw 

H"ftnstn said Ol'lll' WI)' ht DOI)t·111 to st~ 
mnn.-,. by no-ttllJnllS to cut tu dttmtC'111 
ap:-nu• chwn to about :so dflll,~n 1 think 
•I lht chfomal c:omp;u11cs would maB 
Ylfnt mort Of tht chcmauts for bP~n uw 
lhro fnmera <OuJd s.a~ a hltlf' m~, 

An:>lt-rr •ay fifom~n bo~ to bf' able 
to w Yf ft'tOne'y arxl 11m~ as to cut ct.• n 1 Pwo 
tr•P\ hr hts to male~ •aos.s thf' l1dd 

Dr M~•JI ~tlh~ t.s l>ftll1'8 tltomttra 
M)-. hr U\'f"t •bout t,_.f'l" trrpsacr_. hi1 
(lftd 'Otht'r fal"''n(n: mab about loaa 
tr·~ ·~,.'1 • ftdd btror~ they nt-n a"' 
abW to pl&tl 9.Jt I an tnlh Wit' tnp out 
I"'CS ~ (rn"bfod So •talr f'YtOCifW' tfw tt 
... 111'!1( !hr,r f1f'iQl. read) (Of';:.,,.,,.. W1 

thfo medd'c' d Ap"all aJ1lalrud) dtW~~t 
H11rmttn l"ftf't\f'd no .utUmf'f'IU '""" 

"' bal'ltf'f' •l:ttdlord about t~ ~ U.: ro. 
till beaM " 'J'1I,ro, Mh told rnf' It»~ l~.ad 
.,_, ,,.,. ""' rftt"Chod ltd Jf'lt .... t 11'11 
r'("'yl•~~;.,..~ ·· 

It •ddod Lhat ht ho~ to bt' abft to 
<'ntti"WU:St,_!Jwo nHdl mdJolod and rJant 
U rftai'J1 IICI"'fS IS P'Ulbtf 

llh1flll as mOf'!' /atrncn; find out Jboul 
lhf' r~Jts they an geot fran no--hi l'f 

btans as •tiJ as corn that lb() •ill bt 
tr)lntf 1t." s.atd Hiem,:tra 

'Ttu )f'lr f n11 blck on I~ amoonl of 
chtmt<'ll~ l put on lhr fW'td btffltt' I J~rtf'd 
to P•nt lo U\,. somr morw-y. ' M s.aid 

To rut bad: M f' IIP"tl"ts ttl""~'" U)('CJ 
2'-4Dfllrl ont ftf'lrt a"CC ~t no chtmltJls M 
amthf:,- fi('ld Tht Ml)' r;rfllbltm v.·aslt\11 
lhf fit"'d I dH:In t put r-hfmtral' on ahould 
ha,e ~ thrnM r d•d put cl'lfm1cal, on 

Acxordtng to Jtm BrG~~--n. & nton ('t!unt)' 
"ftlf <'ftnsrn·attornsl M ~t1matn th.tt 
tiJ<'mqn l'las cut h•" \Oil Jrt~~;, from 11: tons 
prr •cr• to \Cll tons ptr a~ b7 Uhn( tht 
m.tdJ mtthod on h.s be-ans 

ram '-"<'tY pleased ••th my r~ulls and 
w,IJ mnlll'lur to plant m)' bt.ans Uus • ·ay," 
t.11d lit1'Mlta 

\1l\'f0~ Homer· 9Jowman of Canton 
Townshtp was rnmed Benton County's 
0\erall WIMer m the conservallon awards 
program 

9Jo,, man was named one of three 
'"istonal WtMers as 11ere Lee Schrader 

~ Cectl F'ry and his tenant Dale Hagen. 

1n, who was named winner of the 
·ator division, farms in Canton 

<r 9Jellsburg, controling soil 
·ontouring, strip-cropping, 

"'S Last year, soil losses 
1ere at five tons or less 

.. r 
d S cho5en 11 iMer of the new 

f,~, Vmlon lowo, Stpte~Y~ber 30. 19.U S 

Uinnttr• &aid tlwt tllhough 2',..0 11 mt 
l:.btff'd ftw uw an buns '' "'tJrhd qultt 
-.dl "f *111' I lilllt * OI"rltd lbout 
C2l tf)l'l\'fr to ~ ~am but lhtrt •It m 
\l fVI tl\:ltt...,. C'hnnlcal I'Jurt tht brtrw, hf' 
lddrd 

ftt• ad.Jed that although~ Goes not na\ot" 
lht bl'ld to try other ~~I C'Oruuvation 
mtthods "'I would ddmlttJy hkr to try 
Olht'r COft'ltr\-atJon mt'thtlcls lo Ja\t sotl 
but r1,dlt nnw I don 1 h.Jvt IM lalld to try 
AnJ ollhe Olhtr methocb 

A long loolc at Glenn H1emstra's saybtans 

l .. et~n~t 

cooperator dtviston He farms in Florence 
Township 10 the county's southeast corner. 
He controls soil losses using contour10g 
and no llll 

•• ) duu ttagen also use contourmg and 
no llll systems to control sotl losses on 
Fry's farm m Taylor Townshtp near 
Vmton 

As the dtstnct 's overall winner, 
9Jo,, man is automaltcally en tered m 
r egional compctilion 

The 1985 Iowa Soil Conservallon Award 
Program is sponsored to rccogmze better 
land use and envt ronmental control on 
farms 10 Iowa The WHiners at the Dtstrtct 
Clacal) level were selected from a list of 
nommees in three dt1is10ns 

Essay winners 
told in 
conservation 
contest 
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of results usin ·r 
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Soil conservation noth• 
to D I •ng new osta ; terracing w ,. Dosta .... _______________ 8 ) S IJ ,no-. ""Ql lST as 1rst 

TJm('~ Starr 11 11ter 

Contmued from prev1ous poge 

August-about l ,i:io feet of 1hem The 
gr;1-.~back slope terraces lHl' stl>ep on one 
s11le, whlle the farm ov<•r kmd haH• 
w·..,dual slopes Dustal cxplaml'd Thl' 
grassbacks are about half the cost ot farm ­
uvl'r IC'rraces becC~usc ll~s d1rl has to be 
nHllc•d , he said 

For D~tal. terraces have provc·n to bl' 
ltll' best method of soal cons(•r\'alaon The 
rotatiOn of crops as a fn-..t '>lcp, and " the 
easacst ts contounng,' ht• sa 1d 

,\s for no-llll " I ha\en' t tned 11 1 1et ' 
llostal sa1d W1th that You tusl go o"ut ;u 
the field and plant ' ;\;o-tall on b(•an ground 
'"' ould be excellent , but 1\l' don 't gl'l the 
fcrllhl) 111 the nght pl<tcl's )tl ' h<· ex 
plamed 

With so1l conservatwn, Dostal has 
reduced has soil loss from Hi tons per acre 
per 1ear, to six tom. per a crt• p<•r year The 
stale wants 11 down to four 0 1 hvl' tons an 
ant', so " I m almost at the hm1t they'd 
hk(' to see, he saad 

DYSART If \'o . 
or not soil cOJi~:r;e,wondenng whether 

For other farmer~ tntt·re~ted 10 so Duane Dostal of .rura
3
J ~n pays off, ask 

conservation. Du~tal ,,t•d the) shoul He'll tell you 11 does ysart 
check "''h tlw Sml Con~c·nauon Sen·i4 O:ostal the .:IS'I!stant commiss 
SCS or the Agru:ultu1 o~l Stab•hzat•4 D 

1 
Benton Countv So1J Conse•onert for 

. Th •s r1ct who £· • rva IOn· Consenatwn Scr\'JCC .\SU ere ar hls ( . arms some 640 acres 
funds avarlablc lw s;ud Stale a!' CQ ,,., e. Mar1an, has been usmg With 
federal funds 111 , the· form ot grants h~ 30 ns:~:at• on 01Nhod or another foro~:a5~11 

farmers , show111g top pnunt\' cover h Jft s . r Y 
the1r prujecl s actual cost . I of C er farmmg fo1 M'ven years north 

Although mont:) 'shard to get the>e d~7u lu t•er, ' I was used to flat land , D west 
for a lot of larmers, s<lll l'nnscnallon has · OStal 

sa ad When he mol-ed to 
1956. he started putiJ hls new place •n 
aw a) That was the f ng In terraces nght • 
satd •rst maJoc PI'OJect , he 

1'hen each year after lha 
dtd someth1ng · · 0 If or 12years 1 
I ha ' OStal COnlin ed T • 
'e s about 10 thousan u o date, 

several grassed waterw~ feet of terraces, 
&ructurcs, and the ma . Ys. two concrete 
acres are contoured JOnty of h•s crop 

fils most recent . 
stallat1on of grassb/~OJec1 t was the 10• 

c 5 ope terraces 10 

dehmtel) caught on 111 Dostal s neagh- ,_.,.n,., 
Contmued on next page 

borhood ' Thl') r c· do111g .1 prell) decl'nt 
JOb around hen· " lw smd In !act , " lllunk 
Benton Cuunt) I' r.tlt'd prl'll) hagh " 

" Our farm 1s a lut tx•ttH Jl{l\1 than 11hen 
11e mo1ed on at , IJ~tal contmued 
W1thout s01l con.'"' 1ahon, ' I'd have 
gutleys. " \\1U1 at II\' gpt~ tlw watc1· 11here 
he wants 11 111 lh£' ground 

"II look a fe11 years to do at. but we ve 
got excclll'nl ywlds 11011. Dostal sa ad 

In the long run, sml ronsl'rva linn st"ems 
to be somethang tanners can bank on Terroctng IS the first thing Duone Dostal took core of 30 years ago 

• 

· . •, 
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of results usin ., 
g so, conservation on his 

form neor ~ 

Duo -

Dosta..._ ________ _ 
Continued from previous poge 

August ·about l ,i50 !c-t•l of them. The 
grassback slope terraces arr· slt'C'p on one 
s1dto, while the farm·over kmd have 
gradual slopes, Dostal explamed The 
gross backs are about half the cost o! !arm­
over terraces beeause le-.s dar t has to be 
moved. he said 

Fur Dostal . terraces have pro,en to be 
the best method of ~11 com.ervatwn The 
rntauon of crops is ,, hr~l slt·p , and "the 
e-.Islest as contounne." he s;ud 

As for no-1111. " I ha\l'llttm·d 1111 \et ," 
Dostal sa1d W1th that , ,·ou tusl go o·ut 111 

the held and plant " ;>.;o-1111 on bran ground 
p11 ould be excellent , but we don 1 get the 
feruht} m the nght plon•s yl'l , ' he ex· 
plamed 

For other farmers mtcr~ted m soil 
consenahon Dostal sa1d the) should 
check \l'llh the Sml Conscrvallon Serv1ce 
•SCS1 or the Agncullural Stab1hzat10n 
Consenahon Sl'r\'lt'l' ·\ S( 1 ··r here are 
funds a\ .Jtlablc he sa ad Stale and 
federal funds m the form of grants help; 
farmers , shnwang top prannt} cover half 
the1r pr1lJect's actua 1 t·ost 

Although morw) ' shard to get these days 
for a lot of farmers, soal conscnat10n has 
dehmtel) caught on Ill Dostal's neagh­
borhood "TIIl'y·n· domg a pretty decent 
JOb around herr.' lw saul In fact , " I think 
Benton County 1s rdlt'<l prt'tty h1gh ' 

•·our farm as a lot lx:llcr 00\1 than \1 hen 
we mo\ed on 11 " Ock.tal contmued. 
Without !.Oil cottst·rvaiJOn, " I'd have 
gulleys Wath 11 ht• g(•ls thr \la ter where 
he wants at m llw ground 

"It took a few yt•;a rs tu do at, bu t '' e',·e 
got excel lent y1elcls now. Dostal said 
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With s01l conservation. Dostal has 
reduced his ~oil loss !rom 16 tons per acre 
per yea r , tos1x tons per acre per year The 
stale wants at down to four or li ve tons an 
acre so " I'm almost a t the hmat they'd 
hke lo see he sa1d 

In the long run, sml conscrva t1on ~eems 
to be somcthmj! tarnwrs can bank on Terracing 1s the first thing Duane Dostol took core of 30 years ago 

• 

• 
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Soil Conservation poster winners 
named; local students named 

VINI'ON-J udgiog was difficult agatn 
lhJs year tn the AMual Poster Contest 
!ponsored by the Benton County Soil 
Conservation Dtstnct for 3rd, 4th, 5th 
and 6th graders throughout the county 

Poster t hemes centered on soil 
conservation, and on Wednesday, Nov. 
13, the distnct commissioners came up 
with the following results: In division I, 
!3rd and 4th graders), first place went 
to Adam Schrader, a student in the 
Dysart-Geneseo Schools. Mike Saun­
ders took second place, and third place 

went to Jeremy Kreutner, both students 
in the Vinton commuruty schools 

Shellsburg students captured all 
honors in Division II !5th and 6th 
graders> First place went to Wendy 
EsUing, second place to Zachary Yin· 
ton, and third place went to Janet 
Drahos 

In addition to cao;it prizes for the 
wiMers, 11 honor..t)l~: menllon cer· 
tificates wiU be awarded by District 
ConservationistJim Brown, and one or 
the district commiSSioners in the next 
few weeks. 

&dtvt flrJl.uf ~ rua 
lt(.J.()/8:5 

BENTON 
During the recent wet weather 

farmers have found that no-tilled 
fields have been easier to harvel>t. 
Farmers have reported that they 
could not get into the fields that 
were planted with conventional 
t1Uage. 

This points out one of sev~:ral 
reasons why no-till row cropping 
has been increasing over the last 
few years. 

If yo~ are planning to no-till 
next spnng, compaction and deep 
ruts left from fall harvest mav 
present a problem. The Bento~ 
County Soil Conservation District 
offe;s th_e following suggestions. 

F1~, . 1f the wet spots and ruts 
are J?UDimal, or only on flat areas 
~nstder spot chiseling or diskmg 
mstead of workmg the entire 
field. 
. Second, if complete cultivation 
1s _ necessary, leave as much 
res1due on the surface as possible 
To do this you may want to use a 
para plow or similar equipment, or 
SWitch from twisted shanks to 
two-mch Straight shank chisels. 
~s wlll help eliminate compac. 
tlon and leave residue on the 
surface for eros10n control These 
tillage operations should also be 
done on the contour. 

J udging was difficult again this 
year m the annual poster contest 
sponsored by ~e Benton County 
So1l Conservation District for 
third, fourth, fifth and sixth 
graders throughout the county 
Poster themes centered on soii 
conservation. 

In Division I (third and fourth 
graders), first place went to Adam 
Schrader, a student in the Dysart. 
Geneseo Schools. In second place 
was Mike Saunders, and third 
place went to Jeremy Kreuter· 
both students in Vinton Commu: 
ruty Schools. 

Shellsburg students captured 
all the honors in Division 11 (fifth 
and sixth graders). First place 
went to Wendy Estlmg, second 
place to Zachary Vinton, and third 
place to Janet Drahos. 

In addition to cash prizes for 
the Winners, 11 honorable men· 
tJOn certificates will be awarded 
by District Conservationist J1m 
Brown and one of the district 
commissioners in the next few 
weeks. 

clutua., #dMn!JL 4Jriatj.. 
11/~0/85 (} 
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A gully by any other name is 
still an eroded ditch; program 
reverses fate of land 

8) BRAD 10 c KS 
Time\ SaH \\\·iter 
\1!\T0:-1- L11l1an Lewis called it a d1tch 

Benton County Soil Conservallorust Jim 
Brown called 11 gully !'\ow, you can call it 
gone 
AI~ otherl> can call there gulhes gone, 

too All the) have to do 1s get a hold of 
Brown and he can fmd out 1f the other 
gullies quahf} for the kind of help Lewis 
fl.'CeiWd 

Lewe:. , who hves southwes t of Vinton, 
owned a stretch of p-operty that was bemg 
dom1nated by a gully, or a d1tch if you 
rather But Lew1s contacted Brown and 
now the ~1tualion has been resolved 

Brown coordmated a construction 
)lrOJCCl With D1ckson Trenchmg and Mahr 
Construcllon of Vinton. to build a grade 
stab1hzallon structure, w h1ch mcluded the 
mstallalion of a 72-mch n s en p1pe along 
wllh a 54 mch condu11 to allow water to 

move through the area Without erodmg the 
land 

"The area had a gully wash,·· Brown 
said. " It was losing 68tons of soil per year 
where we built the structure It was 
starling to eat into the cropland " 

The project began last April and ended 10 

August It has been deemed a success The 
soil Joss rate was cut all the way to two 
tons per year 

"Time will tell, but J figure 11 's gomg to 
work," Lewis sa1d "If what they have 
done works, then the prOJCCl Will have 
been salisfactory " 

Brown says the best way to go about 
gettmg constructiOn of th1s nature done IS 
to contact the Soil Conservation Service 10 
Vinton. 

'First of aU contact us. The place to go 
for tlus work IS to come to us . 

Continued on ne~t page 
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Before, the land was dominated by this ditch and the land was being washed . 

In moves the equipment and the project begins. 

A good deal of dirt was re-located . 

. . -
And the final result was a conservation package that will allow cropping 



Continued from prev1ous poge 

"F'rom there, we may have to do some 
surveymg to see what type of structure 
would best fit the area 

"After that, we'll see if the proJect would 
quahfy for cost-sharing funds 

"Then we can find the contractors and 
bu1ld it ' 

The 11me to contact Brown may be now 
oo work can be done 10 the winter months 
because of the frozen ground. It took ftve 
months to complete the project on the 
Lew1s JX'Operty, but that could be cut if the 
~urveying could be done this fall 

The type of project used on the Lewis 
p-operty cost $10,000. with around 50 
J1'rC•:Ot of that commg through cost· 
shanng funds. 

Brown says there are several criteria to 
qualify for the matchmg funds. but the 
k1cker 1s that the proJect should decrease 
so1ll~s to five tons per acre per year 

Other types of structures wlueh would 
help the property owner decrease soil 
ern5ion would be a pond or a concrete 
~tructure according to Brown. 

"It depends on what the site looks like," 
Brown sa1d "We have to ftnd out what will 
work best. 

The type of structure used on the Lewis 
property is on a 165-acre watershed. Brown 
says it will directly affect just three or four 
acres but could also help the drainage 
areal:> directly below the prOJeCt by 
regulating the amount of wa ter which is 
flowing by the structure 

But i111165 acres wouldn' t be protected 
We figure two or three acres above the 
s tructure would be affected and the 
potential is for four or f1ve acres to be 
protected directly 

(X course, there are areas wluch are 
unsu1table for tlus type of work 

"I wouldn· 1 say every gully should have 
one of these. It is all based on what the site 
can use." 

supposed to do. 1t will be succCl:>sful 
·we used to JUSt live with thCl:>e gulhe:o 

They didn't used to do thmgs hke th1s way 
back when <X course, I didn't know 
anybody else who had a ditch that needed 
fixed up like that one." 

But m thCl>e days of soil loss and 
decreasing land values, 1t is 1mperauve 
that soli losses are diminished Farmers 
today caMot afford to have crops washed 
down a gully Or a ditch 

Lewis says if the project does wha t it is 

5 19 9 
1110 A AHTI·fRUUI 

pot g.U COOLANT Cotro.., 
ptOCOCO.OO lot II coolong 

s, Jlttn tnMaiJ - andt.Ong IJuiT'IIt'IUm I PI f 
only SJ .t9 c:n.n get $1 50 ~IIHIOI'II 
Lm12po<a.SU>met. 

$3495 tO AMII'SOLAIII ' 
DATTIA'f C HARClR 

h~.s IUQgtd Sle>C!I CIU lf'ld t.l\)' IO·ttld 
mettfJ Meers Ott• ;e-ed Ul.. ANSII"CS 
OSHA $Ot"'!at o)f\J • 110 

1 10 A IAT J IRIIS ~reguatVliOOd Mlh 
a 50- Of 60 mooth •moted ser.1ee wv· 
rJnly Moil Pl)t)u'l' JPP'CII0\5. pnc;es 
.nctud• Uti'llfl9• 01 old tlattery 
S44.ts 150 mo 1 S49 es (60 mo) 

FIND THESE SPECIALS AND MANY MORE 
AT 

G & G AUTO PARTS 
HOURS: 

Monday - Friday 7:30A.M.- 6 P.M. 
Saturday 8 A.M. - 1 P.M. 

"'IIJW .. ~ 1 o\1 - lu u r 1( ~ \ 

• BIG : 

~~~ 
AUTO PARTS : • Vinton 

THE FIRST LETTER IN AU·TO PARTS ·.. .. . .. .• .. • • • 
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\\\ \RO RJ<: c IPI t: '\T!.-Durmg the annual Benton Counl\ ~11 Con,l'n a lion 

\ward> Banquel hl'ld JJnuaq 22nd at the Tara II ill' c·ounlr) ( lub near \an 
llorne. ,e,eral .;re;~ ('Ouple> 11ere named 11inner' 111 lht• ( 'on,enation 
\th1e1 eml'nl ,\11 a rei' Program Pictured here r abo1 t' ldt 1 .lit' 'lr and \lr, . 

\10RE \\ 1'\ '\Ell!.- \l'o durml( the banquet. ~~~ and Mr' Dale llal(en "' 
rural \ mton l.lbOII' left I 11cre 'elected as the a11ard relipu•nt' m the Land­
lord 'Ienant dlll\iOn ICt•('il ~·ry, 011nerl . Thl'y alw rt'ct'lll'tl tht· di,trict "5 

I -
' 

• './i" 
• 

llomrr !>ho11 man of rural hells burg \1 ho 11 ere 11mners m the 011ner-operated 
diii>IOII The) 11ere abo the recipients or the d1strict " 5 Ton" a11ard AI th~ 
nght .lrt' '\lr.o~nd :\1ro; Lee ~hrader or rural 0) ;art 11ho 11ere declared 11 inm•r' 
111 tht• '\t•11 Cooperator di\ i>ion 

Ton" a \lard \t r ight. 1\Jr .and l\lrs. Keith Beall) or rural Shell> burg 11 ere g11 en 
the \\' indbrt'ak \11ard, •ponsored by the haak Walton League. 

I 13 5 /J ~UtT/t "ox_; /iff..u t 'WYttM 1-
f?aJa;zt;G tUvivruA~ 
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• C!V7irnt.~ Call for conservatton essays 
Vlt\70.~ The Benton County Soil Conservation Dlstnct 1s announc1ng 

1ts annual So11 Conservation Essay_ Contest for students who hve m Benton 
County The top1c for the 1985 contest is -Soil and Water- ~r Ltfelme 

EO!n Murual Insurance Company of Vinton is co.sponsor1ng tlus conte:.t 
w1th the soil conservation distnct. and they are offermg cash pmes. Local 
contest entnes w111 be JUdged by the District CommiSSioners, and the wm­
mng entry in each diVIsion will advance for regional competition 

Conte:.t rules are as follows 
11 Tlus contest is open to all students who are residents of Iowa. Juruor 

division -grades 6. 7, and 8 senior divls1on- grades 9, 10, ll and 12: En· 
trants must compete m contest conducted by the so1l conservation distract m 
wluch they reside. . . . . d 

21 The e:.says will have a maximum of 500 words <mmor conJunctions an 
prepos111ons w1ll not be counted> 

3> All manuscnpls will be handwntten. by the competmg student 
1 4, The essays will be judged on org~nahty, aptness of thought, and ac­~ M' curacy or mformat1on. Overallappea~anc~ and correctness of grammar and 
I \"~unctuallon will be included m the JUdgmg. . . . 

Sl A t1lle page w1ll be provided by the s01l conservation distr1ct for use by 
competing students. A list or reference materials used for the essay must be 
attached to the manuscnpt . 

1 6> The state winners w11l be asked to read the1r essays at the Annua 
Conference for So1l Conservation Dlstnct Commtss1oners m Des Momt!s. 

Entncs m the Benton County Soil Conservation Essay Contest should be 
mailed or brought m to the soil conservation ctistnct off1ce across from the 
fairgrounds, at 1701 Second Avenue Vinton Entries must be m the office by 
May 30, 1986 

Korpisek, Wichman win essay contest 
TIMESNEWS-several }Oung county 

wrllers were represented in the 1986 
Soil Conservation Essay Contest Tlus 
contest was sponsored at the local level 
by the Benton County Soil Conservation 
District and Eden Mutual Insurance. 

In the Junior Division, for 6th to 8th 
1 graders, first place honors went to 

Ryan Karpisek, a student at Dysart· 
Geneseo School. Karp1sek was also the 
1985 WIMer m th1s dtvis1on Second 
place went to Kr1s Prtchard from 
Lincoln Jr High m Belle Plaine while 

Jill Ulch, also from the Belle Plame 
junior high, took third. 

Laurre Ann Wichman, a spnng 
graduate of Benton L'ommumty High 
School, took top honors tn the Senior 
Division for 9th to 12th graders. The 
second place WiMer was Mark John­
son, also of Benton Community High 
School Kevin Posekany, a senior at 
Belle Plaine High School took th1rd. 

Prizes of $20, $15 and $10 for each 
respective placmg will be awarded in 

each div1s1on F1rst place winners will 
advance to Regional Competition 

The Benton SCD Commissioners were 
very impressed with the quality of this 
year's entries and also pleased that 
more students entered. They send their 
congratulahons to the winners and 
thank all participants 

Schirm, Koster, Swailes and 
Upah win Awards 

VINTON- The Benton County Soil 
Conservation District would like to 
aMounce the wi!Ulers of the 1986 Iowa 
Conservahon Achievement Awards at 
the District level 

In the Owner~Operator Division, nave 
Sch1 rm was selected He also is the 
overall wmner lo represent the distnct 
111 reg1onal competition Schirm has 
mstalled a terrace system and contours 
all Ius cropland This controls his soil 
losses at five-e1ght tons acre 1 year 

Victor Koster IS the 1986 winner in the 
New Cool)l'rator Division. Soil losses on 

. \ r 

his farm m Leory ton·nship averaged 
only five~even tons acres year and 
are controlled by contourmg, grassed 
waterways and no till planting. 

The team of Jean Swailes and nave 
Upah are winners m the Owner-Tenant 
Division or tlus contest. Tenant nave 
Upah has assisted wtth changmg the 
farmmg practices to include con­
touring, contour :stnps and no 1111 
planting Th1s team has soli losses on 
most fields down to five ton· 
s , acre year or less. 

------- l 
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Hanna, Schirm, 
Siela approved 
for soil posts 

I~ HH.\0 10( "-' 
I Hill'' FdllOI 
ri MES:\E\\'S \ Oll'fS 10 

&·nton Count) .1ppr oH·d three 
member~ for the S01l Con­
Sl'rvallon Com m •ss1on 1n 
Tue:,day ~general ele<:tllln 
Jam~ R. H<UUla .11 ol rural 

LaPorte C1ly and UJ,·•d !,. Sch1rm 
of Garrison were elt'Ct<'<i to full 
terms. Hanna collected 1,21i0 
votes and Sch•rm re<:I' IV<'d I 458 
Yotes 

\\ ayne G S1ela or \'mlon won a 
seal for an unexp1rt'IJ term "1lh 
I l4U \'Ol~ 

The !mal vote talht•s are 
subject to rat11Jcatwn by a 
cam as:- of the votes 

All three men ran unoppo~ed 

District donats~ fl-2P<?l}o ~:owa~, 
TI~IESNEWS -The well abandon­

ment progrnm m Benton County re­
CCI\ ell .1 shotm the arm last"' eek, cour­
t '') ol the SOJI Conscrvauon Service 
SCS) 

·\ lonauon ot S 1,000 was acccp!IA 
last ·1 hur~day by Benton County San• 
t.lfl<m 1\.larc Grc.:nlcc The money has 
b.:cn don;ncd by tl1e Sod Conservauon 
<hstnct at the suggesuon of vice-chair­
man Wayne S1ela to further promote the 
well abandonment program, headed by 
Greenlee 

The partial t undmgot well closures m 
the county llcgan a week-and-a-half ago, 
acconhng to Greenlee. The well aban­
donment program IS lunded by a $4,900 
granl lrom the lo"'a Department of 
:-:atural Resource~ (D:-.1R). 

Gn:cnl~e ongmally apphed to the DNR 
IN lunth to tC\l and clo~ wells m the 
county 111 o, tob<:r of 1989, and the ~tate 
f undcd over $10,000 of the S 16,000 re­
qu~o:M. In n11d June, he rcce1ved confir­
mation of the gmnt, totalling $4,900 for 
well closures and SS .200 for the tesung 
of wells 

One muial payment of $1,500 has 
been reccl\cd from the state, and the 
rcmamdcr of th.: grJnt money w1ll be 
p;ud by· rcunburscment, Greenlee 5ald. 
One "ell ha_, already bc.cn closed m the 
(ounty, but he added the majorit} of the 
\\OCl\\lllt,lke place later this year as the 
construction ~ason ~lows. Much of t11e 
preliminary work for the closures has 
alrc~dy been done he cxplamed. 

"I rn notsccmga problem with spcnd­
mg the money · Greenlee said The 
S 1,000 donauon has been placed m a 
special account by Greenlee. so 11 can­
not be ab,orbcd by the count) 's general 
fund 

The don.tunn trom t.t Soil Con~f\·a­
uon Scr\'ln: \\as pr;u\Cd by· Greenlee, 
\\ ho \;\Ill II \\3~ a pos1UVC Sign that aJI 

Check lirn" pholu by J<ff Hulml" 

~larc Greenlee, Benton Count) S;milatian, Jell, recehe-. a check from 
\\- J)'ne Seila, president of the Benton CtJUnl) Const-rvationOi\lrict, 111 

\upplement the "ell abandonmenl prugram '' ilhin the counl). 

organ11a11on w1th the same goals had 
recogn11cd the need for the well aban­
donment program and had contnbutcd 

TI1c donation was approved unani­
mously by the SCS Board of Comm1s 
sioncrs at an August 14 mccung The 
money was taken from funds ra1sed by 
the ~ale of SCS calendars_ and acconlmg 
to Rhonda Saunders of the SCS oil ICe, 
another~ 1.000 has been set as1de by the 
con11mss1oncrs lor the program if u's 
needed 

t\n:onhng to a recent survey, as many 

:h 35,000 abandoned wells I!XIM m tile 
state of Iowa. The closmg of wells pre­
venLs the groundwater supply from being 
contammatcd by bacteria and silt. 

Most abandoned wells arc closed by 
pi<Kmg a sealant at the water level, and 
then lllhng the well w1th sand or crushed 
stone 

In Benton County, res1denLs wHh a 
quahf y mg aoondoncd we II can have 50% 
or up to $200 of the cost of clo,mg a well 
p.ud for b} the well abandonment pro-
gram. 
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OPEN HOUSE 
AT USDA OFFICES 

September Slit 
The Agricultural Stabilization And Conservation 
Service, Sol/ COnservation Service, And Farmers Home 
Administration Announces Plans To Hold An Open 
House At Their New Offices Located At 1705 West o 
Street, VInton. 

The Offices Will Be Open For VIsitors From 8:00 AM to 
4:00 PM . Tours Of The New Offices Will Be Given 
Throughout The Day. 

Open house 
VINTON- The Agricultural Stabi­

lization and Conservation Service, Soil 
Conservation Service, and Fanners 
Home Admmist.ralion want to remind 
you to auend their open house Thurs­
day, Sept. 5. 

Tours of the new office wiU be given 
throughout the d:~y The offices are lo­
cated :11 1705 West D Slleet, Vmton. 

CEDAR VALLEY TIMES 
MYSTERY FARM 

CONTEST WINNER 

Dave Schmelzer, R. R. , Brandon accepts his $1 00 from 
Mert Alpers for his 1 st Place Entry . 

ID PLACE- $75 3RD PLACE- $50 
Photo by Dan Adlx ria Brown, Vinton Mike Saunders, R.R., Vinton 

Scholarship 
Larry Driscoll (left) of Watkins is shown being presented ":ith a ~he~k 
for $250 from the Benton County Soil and Water Conservahon DtStnct 
Commission. Presenting the check is Wayne SieJa, Vice-Chatrman of the 

~ District Commission Board. To be eligible for the first year award, the 
~ student must be a resident of Benton County and must u_se the mon_ey 

for studies in Resource Conservation. DrtScoll is pres~ntly mvolved wt!h 
~ the Water I Waste Water Management Program at Ktrl.-wood College 10 

THANKS TO ALL WHO ENTERED OUR 
MYSTERY FARM CONTEST 

IME 
~ Cedar Rapids. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Beckett. 

~~==~==~~----------------~~~--~--~~~~~~~~~~~~--~--~--~~ 
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The Prairie Grass Is Seeded, 
Will Take Years To Mature 

The Dysart-Geneseo Com· 
munity School Prairie Nature 
Center was planted on Friday, 
June 20, with the cooperation 
of the Tama County Conserva· 
tion Board. Ralph LeFevre 
brought the Tama County Soil 
Conservation Service's Truax 
planter, which is designed 
specifically to plant the large. 
light, chaffy prairie grass, to 
Dysart from Toledo. 

The prame seed was 
purchased from Nature's 
Way, a small business in 
southern Iowa. Grasses 
seeded included big bluestem, 
little bluestem and 
ewitchgrass. Prairie flowers 
planted include cornflower, 
black-eyed susan, partridge 
pea, blazing star and 
rattlesnake naster. 

The seed is fairly expensive 
because it is collected by hand 
from native Iowa Prairie 
plants. A number of 
community organizations 
contributed funds toward the 
purchase of the seed. These 
groups include the Twentieth 
Century Women·s Club. 
Eastern Star. Masonic Lodge. 
and the Dysart Federated 
Garden Club. Benton County 

Soil Con~ervation Service 
donated the switchgross seed. 

The Garden Club also 
helped in the obtaining of a 
small grant from the State of 
Iowa Operation Wildflower 
Project. 

The prairie seed bed was 
prepared by the Dysart· 
Geneseo FF A Chaplet under 
the direction of vo·ag advisor 
Irv Meier. Kavalier Imple­
ment provided the use of a 
new 8010 Allis Chalmers 
tractor. Harold Burhenn 
donated the use of his 
cultimulcher and the Richard 
Krafka family donated the use 
of a lawn sprayer. Larry 
Winkelpleck donated the use 
of his disc while Brian Pippert 
donated the use of his plow to 
turn the ground over. Keith 
Rieks field cultivated the 
prairie. 

It will be two to three years 
before this stand of prairie 
grass and flowers is mature. 
In the meantime, the prairie 
area will be maintained when 
necessary by mowing. 

At the end of the summer. a 
new sign will be installed at 
-the prairie site southwest of 
the elementary building. 

ATTEND DEDICATION - Paul Berry, Rodney Kavaller, JIU Ublenberg, Shirley 
Wandechnelder, Agnes Luze and Lee Schrader all were community representatives at the 
Dysart-Geneseo Prairie Dedication held Wednesday, Sept.lO. 

Dysart-Geneseo Dedicates conservationists. to the 7et. tiers who discovered the gift of 

The Prairie Nature Center ~sss:Si.1\~'e;::t:tut::nrsra~~:J 
On Wednesday. Sept. 10, 

the Dysart-Genesco Com· 
munity School dedicated the 
Prairie Nature Center 

A welcome was given by 
Master of Ceremonies, FFA 
President Kevin Meier High 
school speech student Lisa 
Fowler presented a poem. 
"Prairie," written by state 
ecologist Dean Roosa Super· 
intendenl Robert Crouse 
spoke about the early Iowa 
prairie and the gift of fertile 

. other citizens of this com· 
Club, J1ll Uhlenberg t;om the munity, past, present, and 
D·G Board of Educat1on, Lee future, we dedicate our Prairie 
Scjlrader fr?m the Bent:on Nature Center. May this 
~ou~y R Soil ConsB;rvat1on prairie be a living museum 

oo : odney . Kavalier rep· where we may see, smell, 
resentmg Kavaher Implement touch and cherish the past." 
and Ascalon L~dge, Paul In closing. the band 
Berry representmg Dysart accompanied all present as 
Order of Eastern Star, and all "America the Beautiful" was 
the members of the D·G FF A sung 

soil. 
Emily Eikamp and Tracie 

Weekly recognized those 
community groups who con· 
tributed to the proirie project. 
Community representatives 
recognized included Agnes 
Luze and Lucille McConnell 
from the Dysart Garden Club, 
Shirley Wandschneider from 
Twentieth Century Women's 

chapter Bob Etzel from ~he The dedication was attend· 
Tama County ConsB;rvatlon ed by the entire D-G student 
~~ was also reco!plUoed for body. staff, and interested 

s e forts on the project. members of the community 
The hand-carved. hll?d· Everyone is cordially invit· 

pamted ~~gn for the prame ed to visit the developing 
was . des1gned by Charlotte prairie. Flower! now in bloom 
Broughton and made ~y her are block-eyed susans and 
father, Darold Martm, of partridge peas 
West Umon. 

The title for the sign, 
"Prairie Nature Center," was 
chosen in an all-school contest 
which was won by Cherub 
Vogeler Funds for the sign 
were donated anonymously by 
an interested community 
member. 

Charlie Trunck presented 
the following dedication: 

"Over one hundred fifty 
years ago. Iowa was in the 
heartland of tall-grass prairie 
- over thirty million acres in 
our state. Today few acres of 
prairie remain. Today, we at 
Dysart-Geneseo dedicate our 
small piece of reconstructed 
praine graced by our beauti· 
ful sign. 

"To the filst Americans, the 
Indians •vho our first 

• 

PREPARING THE SEED BED - Vo-Ag Advieor Irv 
Meier Is cultimulching the Prairie at the Dyaart..oeneMO 
Elementary School. Meier is driving the AC tractor donated 
by Kavaller Implement and is using the cultimulcher donaUd 
by Harold Burhenn. 

• 
• 

CHECKING OUT THE SEED- Warren Wagner, left, 
Cathy Wieck, Mary Ann Gregory and Ralph LeFevre of Traer 
are checking the prairie seed before It is planted at the 
Elementary School in Dysart. 

• 

SEEDING PRAIRIE - Ralph LeFevre of Traer Ia Uo-orn 
seeding tho~ prairie at the Dysart-Geneseo Elementary School. 
The tractor and planter were furnished by the Tama County 
Soil Conservation Service. • 
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LETTERS TO THE GAZETTE 
Drive responsibly 

There are many of us in Iowa for whom 
Christmas is not only a season of great joy but 
also a time of great sorrow because a member of 
our family is no longer with us. 

Our 21-year-old son wa.~ killed June 16, 1984, 
in an alcohol·related crash We are all victims. 
His family, whose hopes and dreams have been 
shattered, his friends, for the l.ost camaraderie, 
the community, whose hope for the future rests 
in our young, and last, the driver and his family, 
for their lives have also been altered as he waits 
with uncertainty for what the future will bring. 

We teach our children that as adults they 
must accept responsibility for their actions. But 
accepting responsibility after the act, no matter 
how commendable, does not alter the events. 
"I'm sorry" never fixed a broken object when we 
were children. It also cannot bring back a human 
life once it is taken from us. 

Responsibility must be something we accept 
before the damage is done. Be responsible 
enough bPfore you take that first drink and know 
what your limits really are. In memory of Rob, 
we, his parents, his wife and sisters, would like 
to wish everyone a very happy and safe holiday 

Bob and Linda Hoskins 
2734 Hindman Rd., Marion 

Grief shared 
At this holiday ..aason, it is difficult to express 

dur thanks to the 1,000-plus friends who lent us 
support when we lost our son, Andy, in a car 
accident three weeks ago. God has been good to 
us. He let us keep Andy for 16 wonderful years 
that we enjoyed very much, and he blessed us 
with an abundance of good friends and relatives. 
We're still receiving cards and calls telling us 
we're in their thoughts and prayers. 

We wish to give credit and thanks to the Ely 
Fire Department and the Lifeguard Air Ambu· 
lance crews for their rescue attempts and 
unheralded support. And we also want to thank 
the many co-workers at Quaker Oats and 
Rockwell-Collins who not only contributed 
generously to Andy's memorial fund at Prairie 
High School but also offered their love and 
concern. Equally important were all of the cards, 
letters and notes we received from Andy's 
teachers, friends, schoolmates and teen-agers 
who had known ham only briefly. 

How do you find the words that adequately 
express gratitude for everything that has been 
done? Friends asked what they could do, brought 
groceries. prepared food, took care of our home. 
sent flowers, plants and over 400 cards. They 
also offered many prayers and took time out of 
busy schedules to let us know they cared. 

We were aware that over a thousand people 
visited the funeral home to view Andy and 
express their condolences. In spite of our grief, 
we were proud and awestruck to see St. 
Ludmila's Church completely filled; even the 
aisles, steps and basement. Over 90 vehicles 
accompanied us to the cemetery; more than 400 
people shared a lunch with us that was served by 
more church friends. 

Although our hearts have been shattered by 
the unumely dt?ath or our beloved son we are 
very much aware that many others share our 
loss. Perhaps our appreciation for everyone's 
support can best be expressed by quoting Mas· 
sieu; "Gratitude is a memory of the heart," Our 
hearts shall be eternally grateful to one and all. 

Katie and Jim Miller 
Rural Route, Ely 

Ready to teach 
Few educators will argue that certification 

guarantees qualification, a view consistent with 
that expressed in the Dec 7 letter "Teacher 
cerfitication." Most educators do feel, however 
that certification is essential for teachers in Iowa 
public ar.d private schools. Certification ensures 
that teachers have attained a basic level of 
preparation not only in content areas but also in 
that body or unique professional knowledge 
which enables us to make decisions regarding 
diagnosis and prescription of appropriate teach· 
ing and learning strategjes. 

The latter is critical It is the difference 
between a mathematics teacher and a mathemati· 
cian, a history teacher and a historian. It is the 
difference between a teacher and someone who 
has been taught. 

The writt?r's point about low salary raises a 
related issue. She Is absolutely correct that "it 
isn't worth spending a semester (or more) and 
several hundred dollars for more) to qualify for a 
$14,000 job." Until compensation is raised to 
make teaching an attractive ·career option, the 
issue or certification will remain secondary. 

Ir Iowa wants its students taught in excellent 
schools staffed by certififld teachers in every 
classroom, all districts in the state must raise 
salaries to attract and retain quality people into 
the teaching profession 

Cold wait 

Peg Dunlap, president 
Cedar Wood Uniserv Unit 

1625 Fiftl. Ave. SE 

Concerning the Drivers License Bureau in 
Marion, SE-veral years ago my son and I went 
there for his driver's lict?nse testing. It was a very 
cold day, and the heatt?r on our car had quit on 
tbe way to town. When we asked about the 
driver's test, the lady who was to give him the 
test snapped for him to bring the car "up front," 
as she was not goang to walk out to the lot to 
start the test 

So my son went back out to bring the car "up 
front." She went to the back of the room and 
poured herself a cup of coffee and sat eating a 
roll and chatting with the other women there. It 
took 12 minutes, with my son waiting out in 
front, for her to get around to g1ving him tbe test. 

When I commented about the coffee-drinking 
delay whlle ht? waited in the car, the only thing 
she said was, ''Tough. Ir you don't like the way 
we do things here, file a complaint." I thought 
any complaint would not have gotten past the 
first trash can, so I didn't me one. 

I, for ont?, find it difficult to teach my kids 
respect for the law when Wt! have these kinds of 
people in charge and wearing uniforms, which 
should be respected 

Daniel D Mahoney 
Toddville 

Keep conserving soil 
I was shocked when I read the Gazette article 

Dec. 11 stating the opinion of State Rep, Avenson 
on the soil conservation cost-share program. If 
Avenson believes that the program isn't used 
much anymore. he should maybe take a closer 
look - out in tbe country. Where did he get his 
information? 

I live in Benton County. Each year the Benton 
County Soil Conservation District receives an 
average of approximately $65,000 in cost·share 
funds. Each year the district also has requested 
additional funds to supplement the regular 
allocation. Since 1981, less than 8 percent of the 
money received has been turned back to the 
Department of Soil Conservation, unused. 

As to the allegation that only rich doctors and 
lawyers use the program, only three individuals 
receiving cost-share funds in Benton county were 
either doctors or attorneys in the last five years. 

It is true that farmers are facing tough times 
The majority of landowners are hesitant to spend 
large amounts of money on permanent soil and 
water conservation practices when they know 
that they will get no monetary return. The 
benefits of such practices are earned in the 
future.-They accrue not to the individual making 
the initial investment but to future generations 
as a whole, in less pollution of water sources and 
continued productivity. 

Protecting the soil on farms will ensure 
productivity, and thus economic gain for future 
farmers. This in tum will ensure food for the rest 
of us poor sods. Remember. Ethaopia was once a 
fertile, prosperous country. Severe erosion is in 
direct proportion to a state's or a nation's 
prosperity. 

When so many are willing to spend their own 
money on something which will ultimately 
benefit us all; I say we must continue to meet 
them halfway. 

African aid 

Becky Clark 
Brandon 

On Thanksgiving Day, 1985, 175 syndicated 
cartoonists across the country demonstrated 
their support for the starv1ng by devoting their 
comic strips to the worldwide tragedy or hungt•r 
Unfortunately, the majority of the nation's 
newspapers, including The Gazette, fell far short 
of helping to spread. the relief message. 
According to Time magazine, Dec. 9, 1985, nl\arly 
2,000 newspapers carried the cartoonists' rendl· 
tions of hunger on Thanksgiving, yet only 300 -
less than one in six - published the advertise· 
ment by the cartoonists asking readers to send 
donations to U.S.A for Africa 

The mass media have been a tremendous 
vehicle in drawmg attention to our world's 
hungry. Britian's Band Aid and U S Live Aid 
could not possibly have raised $84-phls million 
without televised concerts and radio a:r play of 
the music. Now it's time the press did its part. 
Publishing those cartoons without an address to 
send donations was like broadcasting a telethon 
without flashing phone numbers, or conducting a 
walk·a·thon without sponsor sheets. 

I am by no means pointing a finger solely at 
The Gazette I am disappointed in every one of 
the 1,700 papers that didn't encourage donation 
- especially those papers in your own state 
Among the Des Moines Register, the Cedar Rap­
ids Gazette, the Iowa City Press·Citizen and the 
Waterloo Courier, only one - the Waterloo Cou­
rier - printed the donation address along with 
the cartoons. For any readers moved by Snoopy's 
empty dinner dish or Beetle Bailey's sergeant's 
airmailed turkey, The U.S.A. for Africa address is 
6420 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1900, Los Angeles, 
Calif. 90048. 

Heather Luse 
U.S.A. for Africa 

Los Angeles 

Untouchable gravy 
The term "military-industrial complex." often 

heard lately. suggests that we should be 
reminded that it does not refer ju~t to generals 
and corporations but includes every person who 
profits, directly or indirectly, from the military 
budget. This includes in this city not only every 
Collins employee but every merchant and 
employee and, as Harry Boyd wrote In an 
editorial years ago, The Gazette. 

Many communities look at this military 
money coming into them as a right -something 
like a community Social Security - without 
regard to whether or not the military or the 
taxpayers get any benefit from the expenditure. 

The President's Private Sector Survey on Cost 
Control (the Grace Commission) reported that 
there are 4,000 military installations in the 
United Sta•es, but only about 300 are really 
needed. The Pentagon agrees. Every year since 
1976 it has submitted a budget calling for closing 
some. Every year Congress puts funds for these 
unneeded installations back into the budget, 
despite all their clamor about military spending. 
The cost each year for these excess bases is 
about $2 billion. 

Imprison for life 
The Gazette article Dec. 15 attempting to 

generate concern for prison '1ifers" probably 
won't strike many responsive chords among 
Iowa's citizens. It's too bad these men's lives are 
being wasted, but they have only themselves to 
blame. 

At a time when the public is demanding fewer 
commutations and paroles, the article appears to 
sympathize with the convicts' hope that appeals 
by devious attorneys will free these killers on 
some technicality. You quote one as saying, "I've 
got it set in my mind that 111 get some play on 
this appeal. They're going to cut me some slack. I 
think I've got a chance to get rid of this first 
degree." He's referring to first degree murder. 
How else can you categorize blowing a woman's 
face off with a shotgun during a robbery? 

Another convict says he and his fellow "lifers" 
are in prison because, "Most of them got caught 
because the crimes they committed, they 
committed in the heat of the moment." This 
whining excuse comes from an animal who 
kidnapped a girl at gunpoint in a K-mart parking 
lot, drove her to his rural home, tied her hands 
and legs, raped her, loaded her back into his car, 
drove to a remote area, struck her in the head 
with the butt of his gun, stabbed her twice with a 
hunting knife and left her for dead in a ditch. 

This sequence of events had to cover a fairly 
long time span, and the guy seems to have 
previously armed himself witb a gun and a 
hunting knife Does it sound like "heat of the 
moment" to you' 

When I reflect on the terror and pain that his 
victim experienced, I can't feel much sympathy 
for him. He may not have the freedom to do 
everything he wants, but he's warm, dry and 
well-fed and has TV in His cell. He's taking 
college courses and the taxpayers are supporting 
him. He's getting better treatment than he 
deserves. 

He hopes Iowa will get in line with less 
conservative states and begin releasing its lifers 
much sooner than it now does. I think you'll find 
a lot of grass-roots support for Iowa to lead a new 
trend in the opposite direction. A life sentence 
should be for life. 

Dean S. Varner 
4417 Pine View Dr NE 

Wrong values 
In the aftermath of the tragic killings in 

eastern Iowa, we are being bombarded with 
explanations as to the cause. Citizens and media 
alike have come up with enough garbage the past 
few days to fill a dictionary on the topic. 

Reagan caused it, the bankers caused it. 
economics caused it, the moon was tipped the 
wrong way. And now these new farm psycholo­
glsts Cthey can't get jobs anywhere else) have 
descended on us like a bunch of paratroopers 
with pseudo-explanations ranging from stress to 
d~pression to hippocampal discharge. 

Mav I offer an alternate explanation? May I 
suggest that the real problem here is sin? The 
Biblt? says "Do not love the world or anything in 
the world " If we love our farms, our cars, our 
homes or anything more than we love God, it is 
not surprising that we 'Would kill for them. But a 
person with the love of God in his heart would 
still experience abundant joy in the face or trials. 
Paul and Silas were joyous while chained up in a 
prison celL And Job lost everything, but still he 
praised the Lord. 

I will he accused of being overly simplistic at 
best and a Bible-thumping fanatic at worst. I 
won't receive any calls from Ted Koppel or 
Melissa Wells But that's OK. I, too, could talk 
likt? the intellectuals, using enough buzzwords to 
make it sound as if I really knew something. You 
see, my socioeconomic background was such that 
it led to erratic contingencies of reinforcement, 
resulting in sub·Oedipal complexes which ... 
Forget it. 

Jim McNeish 
Iowa City 

Retain local review 
As members of the Clarence Nursing Home's 

Care Review Committee, we wish to protest the 
survey of Dr. Karen Conner, assocaate professor 
of sociology at Drake University. This survey is 
designed to assess Iowa's nursing home care 
review committee system and to possibly replace 
these committees with state ombudsmen. 

We feel it would be a mistake to replace the 
local committees, which meet in their communi· 
ties' homes and visit with all of tbe residents on a 
regular basis, with 16 state ombudsmen, who 
would attempt to provide these same services to 
every home in Iowa. Implementation of this 
program would undoubtedly result in a great 
disservice to those who reside in our homes 

The local committees presently consist of 
individuals who have an interest in the homes 
and the residents and who are willing to serve 
voluntarily in this capacitv. We feel there would 
undoubtedly be many costs involved witb the use 
of ombudsmen - not only hiring but also travel 
and administrative. Who will pay these costs'! 
The taxpayers? And why, when we have a system 
that works 3.lld is close to those it serves? 

We believe the best job can be done for the 
facility by local community representatives and 
not by state employees. Nursing homes in Iowa 
do not need any further state control. 

(and 
Don E Johnson 

four other committee members) 
Clarence 

Good restoration 
When I saw the new Paramount Theatre 

marquee it brough back pleasant memories My 
dear father Mike Kellaney, worked at the theater 
some 22 years. He started shortly after the 
theater opened. 

Knowing this, it is discouragjng to discover 
that the Gramm·Rudman act, enacted Dec. 12, 
whi<..h is suppos~ to lead to a balan~ed budget in , He would be very ;roud of the ~decorating 
the future: contains a specafi~ provas!on th~t the and the new Paramount marquee. My congratula· 
Pentagon 1s to reduce spendang but as forbadden tions to the committee and all tbe '1\'0rkmen. 
to close any bases 

David W. Prudden 
2138 Grande Ave. SE 

Merna Gaffey 
407 26th St. SE 
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LONG SHOT! The panoramiC photo above, sent in by Owen Neaves of Burlington, Wyommg, shows a threshing crew of Burlington farmers 
and ranchers who traded oft work "The photographer came from Basin, 25 m1les away. just to take that p1cturc," Owen recalls 
"I'm 80 years old now and ra1se cattle But when this photo was taken, t was 23-l'm the one 1n the sh~rt on the thresh1ng machme!" 

The Way It Was ... 

When a•·vest Was a Handful! 
IT'S THAT TIME of year again in farm fields all across rural America-another growing 
season is drawing to a close ... and another bountiful harvest is under way. 

Years ago, farmers couldn't harvest the vast quantit ies that mammoth machines make 
possible today. They had to rely on the help of many hands to get their crops in. 

But harvest in the "old days" yielded up its own bounty, one of never-to-be-forgotten 
moments. Luckily for us, a few were recorded on film and tucked into family scrapbooks. 

The long-ago photos from readers in this special two-page edition of "The Way It Was" 
stretch back as far as three-quarters of a century ... but recollections of the way harvest used to 
be still shine as bright as a gleaming new combine in a sea of golden wheat! 

ROW WAS IT? If you'd like to share an old farm photo, and the story behind it, send it to 
"The Way It Was", Country People, Box 643, Milwaukee WI 53201. We U pay $25 if we use your 
photo and story! (Be sure to include a self-addressed, stamped envelope for the return of your photo.) 

FAREWELL PHOTO. Custom harvesters st1ll spread out across the country, but years ago g1ant combines weren't standard! "Th1s 
1s the way 11 was m 1916, m the days of the steam threshmg mach me, when the crew earned the cook shack from JOb to JOb," says Orvtlle 
Giersch of Tescott, Kansas "Th1s crew had fln1shed for the season and-sUitcases packed-was ready to leave for home" 

COACH OF PUMPKINS. "Th1s crop was 
harvested on our farm 1n 1920. says 
Mrs R1chard Worman of Inavale 
Nebraska. " My husband's uncle IS dnv1ng 
the wagon " Looks toke that pumpk1n next 
to h1m was a bumper crop m 1tse111 

BALEFUL BREAK. "Back 40 years ago," 
recollects Mrs. Homer Shepherd of 
Allerton, Iowa, "hay was mowed w1th a mule­
drawn mower, then raked and pushed up 
to the stationary baler and pitched by hand 
Then 1t was t1me to have a p1cture taken'" 

CORN OFF THE COB. "Th1s photo shows 
my husband w1th our 1915 corn crop," 
wntes Jessie Mclinden of Marton, 
Kansas " I'm 92, and I can remember horse­
drtven corn shellers I can also 1ecall 
my dad selling shelled corn tor 5¢ a bushel!" 

country People 



TALL ORDER. "Back when our family llvod In the Salmon River area of Idaho. 
thos IS how we stacked hay for the wmter," says Helen Flynn of Asotin, Washington 
"This pocture was taken around 1910 I'm afraod we've lost track of who 
the men were " By the look of that haystack. though, they obv1ously were hard workers! 

-L 

STEAMED UP. 'My uncle owned thos Frock steam engme. ' relates Mrs Cleon Reese 
of Watsontown. Pennsyfvanoa, "and he'd go from farm to farm to thresh Thos 
pocture was taken about 1908-notiCe the d1rt street I'm now 76, but I recall my uncle 
hftmg me up at day's end and allowong me to blow the whistle untol all the steam was usedi" 

September/ October 1985 

CUSTOM CARAVAN. "Thos crew of harvesters was photographed m about 1919 near 
Howell, Nebraska." Mrs Conrad Hear of Sedalia. Missoun remembers "They were on theor 
way to Colorado next " From the way they're bundled up-even down to a blanket 
over the engone of that old Model T -11 appears winter was fast on theor heels! 

BALING OUT. " Before the bog balers came along. th1s os how we put up hay on our 
farm m Lee County, Iowa," wrues Geraldone Stoce of Lewostown, Mossouro The loose hay 
was raked and lofted to the wagon, where one man would prtch ot forward-
anyone who's ever gathered hay that way osn't hkely to ever fNget ot! 

MULE POWER. Years ago. mules provoded the " horsepower" on some farms- such as the 
one above recalled by Gemt Harms of Clara Coty, Monnesota " That's Pete Frost , 
who farmed near Monneota, Mmnesota and pocked hos com woth mutes Thos pocture was 
taken m 1927-Pele was very proud of hiS mutes he farmed woth them for over 50 years' " 
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