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REGION 7—DON (left) and VIRGIL
(right) KOZIK, Elberon. The Kozik's
102-acre Benton County farm is
completely protected against soil
erosion. Sloping cropland is protected
by strip-cropping and terraces—106
acres are protected by terraces and 127
acres are striperopped. The farm also

has B acres of grassed waterways, a
farm pond, .|r!.|i 2 erosion oonl r-)!

structures. There have been 30 acres of

pasture planted and another 30 acres

entire farm protected against erosion and are community leaders.

REGION 9—A. J. CAVIN, Sigourney. Mr. Cavin built his i
OWN Lerraces as part of his plan to confrol erosion on his
4(0-acre farm in Keokuk County. He eontours 290 acres of
cropland and has 53 acres protected by terraces. He has a
{arm pond with an excellent wildlife area around it. as well
as 2 erosion control structures Conservation tillage is used

on part of the farm; 77 acres have been planted to pasture

REGION 8—LOEWE FARMS, INC., Sidney. (Pictured left to right: Ronald
Loewe, Jerry Moores, Raymond Loewe, and Russell Loewe). Rowerops, cattle
and hogs are all produced on the 714-acre Loewe Farm in Fremont County. The
farm is operated by Raymond Loewe, his 2 sons and son-in-law. They have
terraced 170 acres and contoured 60 acres. There have been 2 erosion control
structures built and 200 acres of pasture have been renovated. They have the
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tate University Extension Assoeiat on, as well as involvement in PTA

He and his wile, Shirley, are the parents of two sons and two dauphlers

JOHN "DICK"” SCHILD, Benton Countvy Soil ( onservation

Lhstrict Commissioner, Belle Plaine. He was born north
east of Belle Plaine, attended Iowa Center No. 5 rural
SCNool and s a yraduate ol the E’;l'!.r i'i.:|r:1 SCNo0) system
i" e i:| | i It d COIMr oner in
the Dentor ir il { I 1 the district gove]
| e his active participation in district
per S ¢ i n iInst delegate to Lhe
I I | I A i ! s { vl T { Tl
| | fe o : Et'lr' DAl |
I vhe £
K i i 154 [1 45 i ed thi
- ; | presented in the lowa Soil Conservation
i noneer in soill conservatinn he cave I'm proud to
races wilh a team of horses and a walking plow in 1935
al MO | chi | 5 nis same farm a sweepstakes
CArs laver He also received an Vutstanding Sotl Conservation
Comm i B
He and | vile own 400 acres and rent an additional 130 acres; He has a
K hera and also rents oul pasture for 125 stock cows on a per maonth
| iddition to his {arm ngF enterprisi thi ~childs own and manage a
il ne court in Helle Plaimng
He 1s very active in community affairs, Some of the organizalions he has
f socialed with include the local school district, rural fire department
itan Club, Jaycees, Benton County Fair Board, Benton County Extension
|, Beel Producers, Mid-Iowa Herelord Association, Farm Bureau. 4 H
FFA, and Civil Defense. He is a member of the Congregational Chureh
iF Ervi h ears on its Board of Trust
Hi I his wile, Mildred, are the parents of a son and a daughter

Outstanding Soil Conservation
District Commissioners
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To explain soil surveys at

meeting in Blairstown

TIMESNEWS — The S0l Conservation
Drstrict is holding a meeting to explain the
new soll surveys to farmers in lowa and
Leroy townships on Thursday, Jan. 25, in
the Legion Hall in Blairstown at 1 p.m

New soil maps will be presented and
explained in detail. These maps show soil
type, amount of slope, and degree of
erosion. By using these maps soil con-
servationists can help farmers to develop
a plan which will allow them to get
maximum income and yet keep soil loss
below five tons per acre per year

Information on pasture improvement

will also be presented. It is relatively easy
to double pasture production with some
fertilizer and more productive grasses and
legumes, according to Floyd Peters,
District Conservationist in Benton County
Government financial assistance for doing
conservation work in 1979 will be discussed
dal the meeting

Anyone wishing to get their modern soil
map should call or write to the soil con-
servation district office before January
Sth. The office phone number is 472-2161
The address 1s PO. Box 526, Vinton, IA
22349




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE

6%3 Federal Building
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January 2, 1979

Mr. Flovd L. Peters

District Conservationist

9011 Conservation Service

P.O. Box 526

South Second Avenue, Ag. Center

Vinton, TA 52349

Dear Flovyd:

Just a note of thanks for vour extra effort in making e farmer awards
program in Fort Dodge this vear a success, The slides and script develop=-
ed by you and your staff were verv good. I was proud to be able to
show slides which were correctly exposed and had good content. The
story you supplied was well done, too,

All the slides used to honor this year's regional teachers were good,
That makes for an impressive program which I'm sure the award winners
dppreciated.

FThanks again,.
Your slides are being returned separately,
Sincerely,

Al

= & - %

William J. Brune
otate Conservationist
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In October of 1977 Keith Beatty
became concerned about the sheet
erosion on his farm 1n Ederf township
He made an application to the Soil
Conservation District for soil maps and
a resource conservation plan,

Floyd Peters, District Con-
servationist, walked over the farm in
December of 1977. Floyd later met with
Keith and'his wife to help them develop
a plan which would keep the farm
productive and yet allow them to grow
282 acres ol row crop on the 320 acre
farm.

In 1978 Keith established 100-foot
wide meadow strips on the contowr’
across Lhe steepes! slopes. He conlours
all the sloping land and uses a chisel
plow ‘This will keep his soil loss below 5
tons per acre per year according to the
charts which have been developed by
the USDA Soil Conservation Service

..from your

This soil loss is allowable under the
lowa Conservancy Law

The Keith Beatty farm was chosen as
a district winner in the Soil Con
servation Districts New Cooperator
Division of the lowa Soil Conservation
Award program

How crop rotations have made much
grealer demands on our soils in the past
15 years, accordirg to Floyd Peters
Twenty years ago the standard rotation
on the best soil in the county was corn-
corn-oals-meadow A corn-hean
rotation will make soil loss 4 times
greater than it was with a corn-corn-
oals meadow rotation, Contouring will
decrease soil loss by 50 per cent

Soil loss off a 6 per cent slope with a
corn-bean‘rotation with up and down
hill farming will be about 67 tons per
acre per year. Contouring would reduce
this to 33 tons per acre per year and

News and Views

Soil Conservation District

adding conservation tillage would
reduce this to about 8 tonS per acre per
vear. Agronomists feel that this loss
needs to be below 5 tons per acre per
year Terracing would reduce this less
to 4 tons per acre per year.

A corn-beans-corn-oats-meadow
rotation on this portion of ‘the farm
would reduce the loss to about 575 tons
per acre per year, staled Peters.

Henry Lyphout, Chairman of the Soll
Conservation District, says that the
district will be glad to worK'with anyone
who is interested in a $oil map and
resource conservation plam for their
farm. 1370 farmers in Benton County
were cooperators with the Seil Con-
servation District at the start of 1979
We estimate that there are ap-
proximately 1700 commercial farmers
in Benton County
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Conserving soil, energy

Soll Conservationist Floyd Peters, right, explains some
methods of soil conservation to Paul Hersch, an aerial ap-
plicator from the Amanas, Larry Salger, Terra Eastern
manager, and Alphonse Erger, Atkins. Soil and energy
ronservation was"the theme of Terra Eastern’s 10th annual
chemical dinner meeting Thursday night at the Vinton

Country Club, Salger sald 11 chemical suppliers set up booths
along with a number of displays by lowa Sate University for
the meeting, which drew more than 200 Benton County far-

mers,
N ﬂmuphﬂubyﬂlj!ﬁglund
L ~-/5=-29

TENTH ANNUAL

TERRA CHEMICAL
DINNER MEETING

1979
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Conserving soil, energy

Soll Conservationist Floyd Peters, right, explains some
methods of soil conservation to Paul Hersch,
plicator from the Amanas, Larry Salger, Terra Eastern

an aerial ap-

manager, and Alphonse Erger, Atkins. Soil and energy mers,

conservation was'the theme of Terra Eastern’s 10th annual

e~ L A

chemical dinner meeting Thursday night at the Vinton

FEBRUARY 15, 1979

TERRA EASTERN CORPORATION would like to take
this opportunity to welcome you to our 10th annual
Chemical Dinner gathering and wish vou an in-
formative and enjoyable evening

Assisting in this effort are the following suppliers, their

local representative and the products which are of
interest to you — Our Fine Customers

RICK BOOS
Amiben 10G - Amiben Lg
Butyrac

Am Chem

B.AS.F GEORGE RAE
Basagran - Basaline

DuPont FRANK GASPERINI
Lorox - Lexon - Hyvar

Geigy DEL HOLTEMAN
AATrex - Tolban - Dual
Cycle

Elanco JOHN CLARK

Treflan - Surflan
Monsantlo LEE ROBEINS
Lasso - Ramrod ' AAtrex
Ramrod 20G - Roundup

Uniroval

FMI(

Shell

Stauffer

\h‘rh,-l_\.

D&V Sidewinder

SCs

Extension

Terra

GARY CLAYPOOL
Dynap

DUANE DICKERSON
Furadan

TOM OMBROSON
Bladex - Atrazine

DEBRA LOOUE
autan - Vernam - Dyionate

Eradicane

KENZO NICHOLSON

-l""-'rll.'l"l [P|M‘,\-[4\!:

RAY & FRANK
VANSTEENHUYSE
The Minimum Tillage Tool

FLOYD PETERS

BILL MEIGS JERRY GOGAN
DR. DAVID HAMMOND

TOM ROGERS

STEVE BARNHARDT
DR. LOWELL NELSON

Country Club, Salger sald 11 chemical suppliers set up booths
along with a number of displays by lowa Qate University for
the meeting, which drew more than 200 Benton County far-

Timesphoto by Bill Haglund
L ~/5-29
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Pebruary 22, 1979

Mr. Larry Salger
Terra Eastern Co.
Hwy. 218 N,
Vinton IA 52349

Dear Larry,

I want to thank you for asking us to participate in
your anmal dinner last week., I thought 1t was well
organized and a very good meeting.

Your conservation theme was appreciated very much by
me, our staff, and our district commissionera. Ve
hope that it will promote conservation on the land in
Benton County. If that happens, everyone gains.

I'm sure your salesmen don't miss a chance to put in

a plug for conservation tillage, contouring, and
terracing. This will be very good for public relations
and for future generations,

Sincerely,

Floyd Peters
District Conservationist

FP/cl
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News and Views

/Q =

Withbeel pricoes the best they have
been in several years, cattle
producers need to pay close attention
to pasture improvement, a local
conservation district leader says

"(xrasses and legumes are the
cheapesl source of good nutrition for -
beef and other grazing animals, but
we need to keep a close walch on
pasture stands and our fertilization
programs,”’ says Henry Lyphout,
chairman of the Benton County Soil
Conservation District

“Low cattle prices and high fer-
tilizer costs in recent years have
diverted our attention from pgood
pasture management,' Lyphout savs
“Quite simply, it was too expensive to
maintain pastures while losing money
on cattle

““This cost-price squeeze also
caused many producers to plow up
sloping pastureland to plant to
sorghum, corn, sovbeans, or other
row crops, ' Lyphout says. "'It is time
to reverse this trend and put our
marginal cropland acres back into
soll conserving forage crops

“We think the hme is ripe to fer-
tilize, renovate, reseed, and above all,
to manage our pastures for a good
source of economical feed for cattle,
and for conservation,'’ Lyphout says.»
“We are particularly keen on this
right now because a well-managed
pasture — of all conservation prac-
tices — is one of the most effective

..from your

Soil Conservation District

means of conserving sol and water
and keeping our sireams and ponds
clean

I estimate that there are 29,000
acres of pasture in Benton County that
are showing problems [rom in
sufficient management,” Lyphout
said. “"As cattle prices are once again
favorable, these pastures should get
attention this spring and next fall."”

A pasture which is well drained and
fertile could be torn up with a chisel or
disk, fertilized according to a soil test,
and seeded to 6 Ibs, alfalfa and B lbs
brome grass per acre with one bushel
of pats added as a nurse crop. This
mixture will produce twice as much
forage as a bluegrass pasture, ac-
cording to Floyd Peters, District
Conservationist. Another mixlure
which will produce more feed in mid-
summer and will not reqguire
rehovation as often, would be & Ibs
birdsioot trefoil and 2 lbs, of orchard
grass along with 1 bushel of pats per
acre. Wet areas could be seeded Lo 10-
12 Ibs. per acre of reed canary grass
along with 1 bushel of oats, stated
Peters

SCSHELPAVAILABLE

Technical assistance is available
from the Soil Conservation Service to
help livestock producers solve their
pasture improvement problems.

For more information contact the
Soil Conservation Service Vinton,
telephone number 472-2161

A 150 acre watershed in section 7 of
Cedar township has been completely

terraced. Willard Jesse, La Porte
City, has installed 1300° of parallel
terraces on approximately 20 acres of
his farm which drains into the
walershed

Glen Foss, La Porte City, has in-
stalled 1050" of parallel terraces on 20
acres of the Miriam Lamb farm which
also drains into this watershed.

7470° of parallel terraces have been
constructed on the Florence Rupprich
farm which is operated by Willard
Jesse, Soil loss off each acre of this 150
acre watershed will be less than 5 tons
per acre per year Water flow will also
be greatly reduced

Waterways which have been con
structed on the Rupprich farm should
retain their shape for many years
because water flow will be reduced in

News and Views
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Soil Conservation District

them and very little soil will be
available to fill them The need for
large culverts and bridges below this
watershed will also be reduced.
When we have more watersheds
conjrolled like this one, flooding will
be greatly reduced, stated Floyd
Peters, District Conservationist.

More terraces are planned for the
Rupprich farm in 1979. Noma Jebe,
daughter of Mrs. Rupprich, has been
instrumental in getting the con-
servation work established on the
Rupprich farm. She and her husband,
Emil, live in Ann Arbor, Michigan,
but have been frequent lowa visitors
for the past several years, This farm
was the winner in the tenant operated
division of the Jowa Conservation
;ﬂ:;_v:rds program in Benton County in

i,
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If the high soil moisture predictions
hold true this spring, wet fields could
put many area farmers behind
schedule at planting time, '“This
Spring may be like 1974 and 1975, when
it wasn't easy to gel in and out of the
field,” says Floyd Peters, district
conservationist for the USDA Soil
Conservation Service. “Those wet
springs prompted a number of far-
mers to skip moldboard plowing of
their fields — they st disced, or
chisel plowed, and then planted And 1
think they found they really didn't
need to do all the work which they had
been doing in the past.”

Peters says reduced tillage will be
important again this vear

- With conservation tillage, you can
be in the field planting when your
neighbor is plowing, discing, or
harrowing "' he says. The condition
your soil is in, the amount of crop
residue you have to work with, and the
type of planter you have are im-
portant points lo consider.

main point in deciding when to
plant is to start as soon as the soil is fit

News and Views

w.from your

Soil Conservation District

to plant in. "‘As soon as the soil is
warm enough and dry enough, you're
ready to go with no-till. slot planting
or till planting,"" says SCS agronomist
Ernie Hintz. “Some farmers shred
cornstalks or disc lightly ahead of
planting with these systems,’" he says,
"but the idea is to plant in the row of
last year's crop. Discing can destroy
the warm, dry soil in that Crop row,
and delay planting

Over-working the ground before
planting not only causes later plant INg

it also covers crop residues. Those
residues are valuable in preventing
soil erision by wind and water. In
soybean land in particular, residues
are easily buried. ""This land is ideal
for a no-till or till plant system," the
agrommist says.

The soil conservationists say that if
fertilizer and herbicide incorporation
are needed, they recommend shallow
chiseling or discing. This leaves
residue on the soil surface and in the
lop two to three icnhes of sil for
erosion protection.




ANNUAL PLAN OF WORK
BENTON COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT
1979
District meetings are regularly held on the second Thursday of each month
at the district office in Vinton, Iowa.

DISTRICT OFFICIALS

Chairman: Henry Lyphout, Route 1, Vinton TIA 52349
Vice-Chairman: Don Weichman, Route 1, Atkins IA 52206
Secretary-Treas:Connie Lange, P.0. Box 526, Vinton IA 52349

Member: Roman Gardner, Route 1, Garrison IA 52229
Member: Paul Anderson, Route 2, Vinton IA 52349
Member: John R. Schild, Route 2, Belle Plaine IA 52208

Lsst. Members: Lee Goodell, Route 1, Vinton IA 52349
John Niebuhr, Route 1, Blairstown IA 52209
Larry Rolfstad, Vinton IA 52345
Randy Mickelson, Vinton IA 52349
Pauline Grovert, Route 1, Shellsburg TA 52332
Harlan Bell, Vinton IA 52349
James Jacobi, Route 1, Atkins IA 52206
Don Kozik, Route 1, Belle Plaine IA 52208

DISTRICT STAFF

Floyd Peters, District Conservationist
W. Robb Morrow, Conservation Technician
Connie Lange, District Clerk




JANUARY

FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL

MAY

JULY
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PLAN OF WORK

Tasue Oath of Office to newly elected commissioners

Elect officers
Appoint assistant commissioners
Plan resource planning meeting for landowners in Leroy & Iowa

Review dates for NACD annual convention townships
Review dates for Commissioners Short Course

Appoint committees

Hold Contractors' Meeting

Set up 1979 Plan of VWork

Yearly esudit of books by finance committee - date unspecified
Review date of Spring Regional meeting

Publish Annual Report

Plan for Pasture Improvement Field Day in late April - will
include Wildlife Habitat information at meeting

Plan Poster Contest - Education Committee

Plan outdoor classroom tour for spring - Education Committee

Contact county ministerial association about Soil Stewardship Week

Plan a booth for Vinton Ag Day - March 21
A representative will be present at County 4-H Leaders lMeeting
on March 6. L-H Clubs are stressing conservation tillage

this year.

Finalize plans for Pasture Improvement Field Day

Review Long Range Plan

Soil Stewardship Week plans

Set up Photography Contest and plan to use winning entries in

booth at County Fair

Judge Iowa Conservation Achievement Award farms

Meet with County Supervisors about proclaiming May 20-27 as
Soil Stewardship Week in Benton County

Judge conservation poster contest

Soil Stewardship Week

Award prizes in conservation poster contest
Plan booth for County Fair

Judgze photography contest entries

Prepare budgets

Booth at County Fair - July 12-15
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AUGUST Make plans for Soil Conservation Week and special edition of

newspaper »
Plan a conservation tour for County Supervisors, legislators, $
and bankers u

Set date for annual conservation speech contest

SEPTEMBER Hold tour for supervisors, legislators, and bankers T
Assign ads for recruiting by commissioners for annual report £
Send out information about speech contest ;
0|
i
OCTOBER Make initial plans for annual meeting W
Hold speech contest :
W
¥
NOVEMBER Finalize plans for annual meeting h
Make plans to meet with County Supervisors to request funds for s
conservation practices in Benton County ;,
Set date to develop work plan for 1980 3
Offer p-ogram assistance to area fertilizer and farm implement 5
acalers for their winter meetings.
DECEMBER Hold anmial meeting & award presentations fintal
Annual Conference - December 12-13-1l ;ﬁ?
&

Plan Trec Planting Meeting for January
Prepare Annual Report for publication
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Erosion rates above 3y3o}19
five tons per acre per year

By FLOYD PETERS
INstrict Conservalionisl

TIMESNEWS — Benton county has 377,000
acres of cropland Of that total, 224,640
have erosion rates above five tons per acre
per year

Erosion could be reduced to less than
five tons per acre per year on the 2-4
percent slopes (149,000 acres) by con-
touring and conservation tillage. The
remaining 75,000 acres will need terracing
and conservation tillage to reduce the loss
to less than five lons per acre per year
The slopes over eight percent (28,000
acres) will need to have oats and hay in the
rotation, along with terracing and con-
servation tillage lo reduce erosion to ac-
ceptable levels,

Forty-one thousand acres of our Class I11
land is losing 15 tons of soil per acre per
vear, This means a loss of at least two
inches of valuable topsoil in 20 years. We
know that we cannot continue our present
practices for another 20 years without
significantly affecting the capability of
these 41,000 acres of land,

We have identified 72 sections of land
where erosion rates are 20 tons per acre
per vear and higher. We will need to apply
conturing at the rate of 8,000 acres per

yvear to get the job done in 20 years
Conser vation tillage will need to be applied
at the rate of 33,000 acres a year o gel the
job done in 10 years. Al present, we are
applyving about 4,000 acres per year

We will need to apply terraces at the rate
of 750,000 feet per year for 40 years to
complete the terracng program Our
present rate is about 70,000 lineal feet per
yvear. The terracing would require an
annual investment of $1,750,000 for earth
work and tilling. Al present we are getting
about $110,000 per year from federal and

 state sources to cover 50 percent of the cost

of all conservation practices. If the
government paid 50 percent of the cost of
the needed terraces, we would need
£475.000 for the terrace program alone,

The Soil Conservation [»strict com-
missioners and the District office staff is
dedicated to the task of helping Benton
County farmers keep the only resource
which we have - our soil

A19-year experiment at the University of
Missourti indicates that a slightly eroded
soil will out-yield a severely eroded soil by
44 bushels per acre or, at present prices,
#91 per acre

Times, Vinton, lowa, March 30, 1979 7

Farming today

SOil E/Se;a‘“i
Conservation
to hold two

contests

TIMESNEWS — The Benton county Soil
Conservation District commissioners will
be holding two contests this year -- a
conservation poster contest and a con-
servation photography contest. Hopefully,
winning entries can be exhibited in the
conservation district booth at the county
fair later this summer,

The conservation poster contest will be
held in April with all entries due at the
district office by April 27. The posters will
be grouped according to age and judged in
early May. Prizes will be awarded to the
winners in each of the following age
divisions: grades 34; grades 546 grades
79, grades 10-12: and adults

Posters can be any size up to 22 inches by

as seen in Year 2050

By W, ROBBE MORROW
Conservation Technician

Son, put another plastic log in the
fireplace and 1'll tell yvou a story that my
great-grandfather told me

When my great-grandfather was a young
man this land was mostly prairie, The soil
was covered wilth a thick sod. The good.
rich topsoil was from 18-24 inches thick. It
was plowed up to make rich farmland

When my grandlather started farming,
about half of this topsoil had been eroded
away by wind and water. Some people
realized that we needed to conserve the
soil to keep it productive, but too many
people didn’'t care. The people who cared
tried to teach people about conservation
practices such as contouring, strip
cropping, conservation tillage, and
terraces, but prices were high and people
were concerned about making lots of
money. Inorder to do this, they raised the
crops that brought the highest prices - corn

and soybeans. The problem was that these
crops left the'soil bare, without protection
from wind and water, for a good part of the
vear, The soil washed away

These same people cleared away the
timbers that dotted the landscape to make
room for more crops. Soon there was little
area left that could produce wood or
provide a home for the wildlife that used to
live on earth. If they had been more
careful and replanted what they
destroyed, we could burn wood logs in our
fireplace

I know it will be hard for you to be a
farmer when you grow up. The topsoil is
gone now. You must use all sorls of
chemicals o make the subsoil produce any
crops at all If only people had cared
enough while there was time to do
something aboul conserving the topsoil,
They didn't worry enough about your
generation and those to come

I hope there will be a great-grandson
that you can tell a story to someday

28 inches and can be done in any type of art
media. Each poster must have included on
the back the entrant's name, grade in
school or adult, and address and city. All
entries must be residents of Benton
County. The theme of the poster must be
soil conservation.

The photography contest will be held
later this year. The rules have not been
finalized at this time. Be watching for
more details and keep your eyves open for
interesting subjects for a soil conservation

photo

For more details about either contest,
contact the Soil Conservation District

officeat P.O. Box 525, Vinton, lowa 52349 or
phone 472-2161.
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Study shows farmers “hard pressed”
to finance soil conservation

TIMESNEWS Farmers should not be
xpected to pay all the costs of protecting
oil against erosion, a recent economic
tudy of soils in southern lTowa indicates
The *“soil depletion study” shows in-
reased farmer costs of fertilizer and
nergy to produce crops on eroded land
3t it concludes that farmers would be
1ard-pressed to finance conservation work
in their own
The three-year study was done by the
Jconomics, Satistics and Cooperatives
ervice (ESCS) and the USDA Soil Con-
;ervation Service (SCS). Using 1974 data, it
-ompared net income if soil were allowed
o erode al present rates to net income
1sing six different soil conservation
systems.

““We looked at 2.1 million acres of un-
yrotected cropland in the 22 counties of the
vuthern lowa Rives Basin,'' said Dr Paul
Wwsenberry of the ESCS in Ames. “""We
-omputed costs of letting soil erode on all
hose acres up to the year 2020 against the
rost of various conservation systems that
~ould bring soil losses to within tolerable
evels. .

“We didn't make a complete economic
1ssessment al this time - many other on-

tarm factors could be added, as well as off
farm costs like water quality, sedimen-
tation, and loss of Lax revenve, But we
think it's a very good start on quantifying
depletion and conservation costs "

The study looked at three costs of
erosion - increased energy costs, higher
fertilizer requirements, and lower vields
Those three costs associated with letting
erosion  continue at s present rale
averaged $4.75 an acre each year. Lower
vield averages from depleted soils makes
up the highest cost of the three at $3.40 an
acre, The study assumed that a high level
of management and increased fertilizer
rates on depleted soils would still result in
lower yields

Sx different combinations of erosion
control methods were compared to costs of
erosion. A crop rotation with at least one
year of meadow was included in each case

“To bring erosion down to acceptable
limits on steep land, we had to include a
crop rotation,” Rosenberry said. That
meant a loss of income to the farmer when
he didn't produce corn or soybeans.

The six systems, and the cost of each

dale

L) Crop rotation and terraces, $41.35 per
acre per year

2) Crop rotation only, $40.50

31 Crop rotation with crop residue use,
$27.50

41 Crop rolation and contouring, $24.75

51 Crop rotation, terracing, and residue
use, $20.60

) Crop rotation, contouring, and residue
use, $14.35

"The study tells us several things," said
SCS state conservationist William Brune
"First, it says there is enough topsoil that
in the next 40 vears, a farmer could do as
well financially by not protecting the soil
The cost of erosion was only a third that of
the cheapest control system

“It also shows that conservation tillage
and contouring significantly reduce
erosion control costs, which indicates they
should be considered in any conservation
svitem."” he said

[x. Rosenberry also cautioned that the
costs are averages over 2,1 million acres of
land studied

“It doesn't mean it would cost a farmer
$14 an acre to control erosion on gently
sloping land," Rosenberry said “"His
costs, which were very slight, were

Benton Soil

averaged in with the men who had
steepland that had to be taken out of
rowcrop production,”

If erosion were allowed to continue at
present rates, the land will undergo
drastic changes by the year 2020. In 1974,
683,000 acres were slightly eroded,
1,217,000 acres moderately eroded, and
195,000 acres were severely eroded. By the
year 2020 at present rates, slightly eroded
soil acreage drops to 501,000 acres,
moderately eroded land drops to 768,000
acres, and severely eroded land jumps to
26,000 acres. In other words, where
severely eroded land now makes up nine
percent of the 2.1 million acres of cropland
needing treatment, in 2020 it will make up
40 percent of the area.

“The question to ask is whether we wanl
40 percent of the land depleted by 2020,"
Brune said He added that public con-
servaton programs in lowa reflect
recognition of sociely’s responsibilities to
care for the land. Story County recently
approved county funds for soil cons
servation work. Polk County also has a
program, as do state and federal govern-
ments.

4279

Commission to meet

x'i'he rt_'ﬂuj:u meeting of the Benlon
Lounty Soil Conservation District com-
missioners will be at 9:30 a.m_ on April 5 at

the district office in Vinton

Some ilems on the agenda will be cost

Shiare business

pasture improvement

meeling plans, plans for Soil Stewardship
Week in May, photography contest. and

money raising ideas

The public is invited to attend the

meeting
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Hold pasture improvement

field day by Shellsburg

A pasture improvement field day will be
held on the Steve Anderson farm, 2': miles
north of Shellsburg, on April 24th-at 9:30
am.

Steve will be using a pasture in
terseeding implement to seed five pounds
of alfalfa and eight pounds of brome grass
peracre on the drier sites, and six pounds
of birdsfoot trefoil and two pounds of or-
chardgrass per acre in acres which are not
drouthy, Fertilizer has already been ap
plied according lo a soil test Fertilizer
could also be apphea with the interseeder

Steve Barnhart, lowa State Umversity
Extension Agronomist, will be at the field
day to discuss pasture improvement and
its advant ages

Alfalfa brome will prove 125 animal umit
days of grazing compared to 70 animal unit
days for bluegrass each season. . Warm
season grasses such as switchgrass, In-
dian grass, and big bluestem will produce
nearly as much feed as alfalfa and
brome,but the production will be in July
and Augustl.

Steve plans o use @bout one bushel of
oats per acre @8 @ nurse crop for his
pasture seeding

Anyone interested in pasture im
provement is welcome to atiend  this
demonstration. The field day is sponsored
by the Benton County Soil Conservation

District commissioners. They will have
rolls and coffee on the grounds

Pasture improvement day

rescheduled for April 27

The pasture improvement field day
scheduled for today (Tuesday) has been
rescheduled for Friday, Apru 27, at 9:30
am

It will be held on the Seve Anderson
Farm 2': miles north of Shellsburg

Anderson will be using a pasture in-
terseeding implement to seed five pounds
of alfalfa and eight pounds of brome grass
per acre on Lhe drier sites, and six pounds
of birdsfoot trefoil and two pounds of
prchardgrass per acre in areas which are
not drouthy Fertilizer has already been
applied according to a soil test. Fertilizer
could also be applied with the interseeder.

Steve Barnhar!, lowa State University
Extension Agronomist, will be at the field
day to discuss pasture improvement and
its advantages

Alfalfa brome will provide 125 animal
unit days of grazing compared to70 animal
unit days for bluegrass each season. Warm
season grasses such as switchgrass, In-
dian grass, and big bluestem will produce
nearly as much feed as alfalfa and brame,
but the production will be in July and
August.

Steve plans to use about one bushel of
oats per acre as a nurse crop for his
pasture seeding.

Anyone interested in pasture im-
provement is welcome to attend this
demonstration. The field day is sponsored
by the Benton County Soil Conservation
District commissioners. They will have
rolls and coffee on the grounds,




Cg‘lnmissigner «
to meet May 1 0

I\ ‘

The Benton County Soil Con
servatinn District commissioners
will hoMd their regular meeling on
May 10 al 8 pm. in the d:isl.rilat
office of Vinton ' -

Items on the agepda include:
judging soil conservation postérs,
setting up a budget pequest for
fiscal year 1980, setling a dale to
judge winners in the Jlowa'Soil
Conservation Achievement
Awards program, discussing cost
sharing business, new con:
servalion agreements, Soil
Stewardship Week and the
pasture improvement follow-up
meeting.

The public 1s invited to attend

S

Contour layout requests fall off

By Al Swegle

Carete Yorm edikor

Requests to lay out contour lines

have fallen off dramatically in sev
eral counties in The Gazette circula.
tion area, but =soil conservationists
don't seem to be alarmed — atleast.
as yet

Farmers still seem to be farming
around the hill without the benefit of
an expert's appraisal of where those
contour lines should be.

Only two farmers in Linn County
— Lloyvd Mallie and Milo Wolrab,
both of Mount Vernon — asked soil
conservationists to lay out contour
lines this spring.

The same tale is almost as bad in
other counties. Only five or six con-
tour lines were layved out in Bu-
chanan and Cedar Counties. But in

g;ver farmers are askmg for contour hne hefp L3

more rolling counties, more requests
are filed with Soil Conservation Ser
vice offices to lay out contours.

Lyle Jackson of West Union, soil
conservationist in Fayette county,
reports 25 to 50 farmers request con-
tour assistance each year, while
farmers requested help in laying out
contours in Benton County.

Floyd Peters of Viuton, Benton
County soil conservationist, isn't sat-
isfied with that figure.

"We have only 58,000 acres out of

a total of 280,000 acres of row crops
under  strict contour,” Peters said
this week. "That's about 20 percent
of what needs to be done

"I tell my farmers that soil on the
land is about as important as money
in the bank if thev're interested in
making an Investment in the future
af their children,

"It took 12,000 to 14,000 yvears to
create the six or eight inches of top-
soil on the land, and we've destroved
about half of it in the 100 years that
we've been farming in this area.”

The contour story is not all bad,
however.

David Breitbach of Waukon, Alla-
makee County soil conservationist,
says he's busy for a two month pe-
riod in the spring from the middle of

b ] e

March to the middle of May laying
out soil contour lines.

“We get requests all the time, be-
cause this is a hilly county," Breit-
bach said.

Fred Hainline of Independence,
Buchanan County so0il conservatio
nist, attributes part of the move
away from contouring to a pickup in
interestin conservation tillage.

‘Farmers are switching to mini
mum tillage on four to eight percent
slopes™ Hainline said. "That way
they can have the erosion control
without the problems associated
withicontour farming."

Critics say contour farming leaves
too many short, point rows which are
cumbersome 'to maneuver using six
to twelve row equipment,

George Carlson of Manchester
Delaware County soil conservatio
nist, says contouring interest is
down significantly from 15 ta 20
years ago, but more farmers ' ar
farming around the hill.

"Farmers find it difficult to ma
neuver a strictly contoured field, so
they approximate the effect by
switching to a modified version.
what we call cross slope farming,”
Carlson said

"We'd rather have them farming
across the slopes than not contour
ing at all.”

Clarence Beyer'of Tipton, Cedar
County soil technician, called the
modified version of contouring as
“detoured" farming instead of “con
toured” farming

‘Our statistics may not sound as
good today, because we encollfage
farmers to use the same contour
lines that théy have in years past.”
Beyer said. "We don't po back.and
lay out contour lines every year."

Contour farming does help save
the soil, the soil conservationists
agreed. Contour farming cuts ero.
sion roughly in hall.
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Division one winners in the Benton County Soil Con-
) ' servation Poster contest were (from left) Lorri Geater,
Drﬂl{, ulﬂﬂlng pUSIPrS... Vinton; Debbi Harder, Keystone; and Mark Moss,

Shellsburg.
Timesphoto by Ev Donkersloot




Also winners

Division 2 and 3 winners in the Benton County Soll Con-
servalion Poster Contest were (back, from left) Lester Cox,
Shellsburg; Tammy Adams, Shellsburg; (front from left)
Ronnie Newton, Blairstown; Sue Andresen, Keystone; and
Tracy Jurgens, Keystone.

Timesphoto by Ev Donkersloot

Soil Conservation Poster Contest winners named

Award winners in the 1979 Soil Con-

servation Poster Contest for Benton County

were: Division | (third and fourth grade)

— 1. Lorri Geater, Vinton. 2. Debbie
Harder, Keystone. 3. Matt Miner, Luzerne

Honorable mention Ralph Bright,

Atkans

Division II (5th and 6th grade) winners
were: 1. Ronnie Newton, Blairstown. 2
Tracy Jurgens, Keystone. 3. Sue Andresen,

Keystone. Honorable mention — Mark
Moss, Shellsburg.

Division III (7th and 8th grade) winners
were: 1. Lester Cox, Shellsburg 2. Kim
Kreutner, Shellsburg. 3. Tammy Adams,
Shellsburg.




(Garrison man named overall

winner in soil conservation contest

The Benton County Soil Conservation
Disgtrict Commissioners announced the
winners in the local competition of the 1979
lowa Soil Conservation Awards Program.
Eldo Meyer was chosen as the winner in
the Owner-Operated Division. Mever owns

a 270 acre farm near Garrison,

Allan Bell and his tenant, Craig Shrop-
shire, won in the Owner-Tenant Division
Bell lives in La Porte City and Shropshire
operates the 240 acre farm south of La
Porte City
The winner in the New Cooperator Division
was Dennis Frush., Frush became a
distriet cooperator in February. His 160
acre farm is located southwest of La Porte
Cily
A special honorable mention award was
Eiven to Emma Kapucian who owns a 120-
acre farm located northwest of Keystone
Her son, Louis, operates this farm
The judging committee chose Eldo Mever
as the overall winner in Benton County ‘He
will g0 on to compete in the regional
ompetition which will include entries
from 15 counties in East Central lowa
Mever's farm was judged for land
adequalely treated against soil erosion,
conservation practices accomplished on
the farm, communily services. and
general farm husbandry |
The awards program is sponsored to
encourage better land use programs and
environmental control on the farms in
lowa through recognition of (1) family-
operated farm or owner-operated farms:
2) landlords and tenants, and (3) farmers

who have become new soll conservation
district cooperators since Jan 1, 1977

The above winners will be honored at the
distriet's annual award luncheon in
December. The state winner will be chosen
in December at the annual conference of
lowa Soil Conservation District Com-
missoners

*
CEDAR VALLEY
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Area News

News and Views

=

During the fall of 1977 and the spring of
1978, the lowa State University Extension
Service presenled a series of meetings
aobut land, water, and energy. Al that
time, the world's supply of oil was ex-

pected to be exhausted in the vear 2005
0Oil usage has apparently increased but
supplies are not readily available

You can be sure there is an oil shortage
when service stations are only able to be
open in the morning and many stations
have been forced to close

Supplies of petroleum are not unlimited
and the same is true for the world's supply
of fertile soils. Yel we are stll losing
topsoil in Benton Counly at the rate of 912
tons per acre per year with some areas
losing 70-80 tons in a single storm

Farmers tell me that produclion on

..from your

Soil Conservation District

eroded soils 1s not good and yet two-thirds
of the sloping land in Benton County is not
contoured or terraced Contouring will
reduce soil losses on an eight percent
slope from % o 45 tons, Conservalion
tillage will reduce the loss to 11 tons. If we
add terraces. the soil loss will be reduced
10 four tons per acre per year, This
assumes a corn and sovbean rotation
\gronomists feel we can tolerate a loss of
four tons per acre per year
We need to apply terraces at the rate of
750,000 feet per vear for 40 years in order to
complete the needed terracing in Benton
County. If you feel that soil erosion is a
problem on your farm, please contact the
Soil Conservation District office at P.O
Box 526, Vinton, TA 52349 or phone 472-2161
The office staff can usually give you
several alternate solutions to the problem
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Soil loss is serious;

county works to reduce

Cmaa'vat‘iun Notes By Floyd Peters
District Conservationist

Clyde Merchant, who works part-time as
a conservation technician, was asked by a
neighbor if erosion was really a serious
problem. His reply was, "‘All you need to
do is to watch theroad ditches as you drive
along. The road ditch on the uphill side
will usually be nearly full of silt. The road

ditch on the lower side of the road will
usually be the same depth as it was when
the road was built."

‘Topsoil contains many more pounds of
nitrogen, phosphorous, and potash which

Plan conservation

meeting for Sept. 5

are readily available to the plant than are
present in subsoil. We will probably have
another bumper crop in 1979, but if you
watch your crops closely you will see big
differences in yield between areas which
are well drained and have adequate topsoil
and areas which are eroded on the farm.

Agronomists feel that soil losses need to
be held below 5 tons per acre per year,
Robb Morrow, Conservation Technician,
says he has seen many fields lately where
soil loss is exceeding 20 tons per acre per
year, There are combinations of con-
servation practices which can be used to
reduce soil loss to at leas! 5 lons per acre
per vear. The Soil Conservation District
staff will be glad to help you decide on the
best combination of practices.

TIMESNEWS — Benton County and the
Benton County Soil Conservation Service
will hold a meeting on animal waste

management Wednesday, Sept, 5.

It will begin at 1:30 p.m. at the John and
Henry Grunewald farm 12 miles north of

Blairstown and 1'4 west

Stewart Melvin, extension agriculture
engineer from [LSU and Eldon Hans,

Editorials
Mandatory

conservation
may be needed

We have observed many times that no county in lowa
has made more progress with effective soil con-
servation than we have here in Benton County. It's a
big tribute to the kind of leadership we have had {rom
the Conservation Commissioners and the staff people
in the Conservation office here in Vinton. Of course it 18
an even bigger tribute to the farmers themselves who
have recognized the need to conserve the soil and who
have made efforts to do something about 1

Unfortunately across our great agricultural state ol
lowa there remain many areas where little has been
done in the way of keeping cur invaluable top soil from
eroding. Terracing is just nol mowving ahead [asl
enough™ Refl “Wetidell C. Peiitt of Atlantic who heads
the subcommittee studying soil conservation recently
tnld his committee members. Whether we like it or not
the time may come when mandatory laws will be put
on the books requiring soil conservation practices.’

Whether vou agree with that statemenil or nol
depends largely on how you feel about protecting
landowners' individual rights, Certainly it would be
far better if inducements could be made attractive
enough (financial assistance) so farmers would
willingly cooperate in terracing and other conservation
practices. We agree with Peilitt who told his com
mittee “Next to water, soil is our most precious
resource. The economy of lowa is based on what we
moduce from the soil and nobody has the right to

destroy it
We would much prefer, however, not to have the law

browbe at farmers into compliante. Like a person who

is ill, we think medicine as provided by a “doctor”

should be welcomed It should not be necessary to

force it down a patient's throat!

Best suggestion we can think of is to have delegations
of farmers come here to Benton County and have a look
around! We think what they see will quickly sell them

on adopting conservatien practices

extension livestock specialist from the
Cedar Rapids Area Extension, will review
waste management programs. These two
specialists will put special emphasis on
these points of interest

1. Coordinating waste management to
the particular farmstead

2. What are the objectives of different
systems”

3. Systems depend on the final objective
Is it liquid? Surry? Solids?

4 What is the nutritive value of animal
waste material?

After a short visit at the Grunewald farm
near Blairstown, the group will move to
(ordon Sevigs' farm which is locaied one
mile north and 5 mile west of Walford.
Those attending will have the opportunity
to observe a confinement swine set up as
well as a cattle feed lot. The Sevig and
Grunewald farms will both demonstrate a
Benton County solution to waste disposal.

W

Soil commissioners

o meet

The regular meeting of the Benton
County Soil Conservation District Com-
missioners will be held at the district office
in Vinton on Sept. 12 at 1:30 p.m.

Items on the agenda include discussion
of tort liability of conservation districts.
dates set for hearings of Soil Conservation
Interim Study Committee, applications for
conservation agreements, applications for
state cost sharing on conservation prac-
tices, conservation workbooks, and con-
servation speech contest,

The public is invited to attend.
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Deadline is Thursday

for entering county

conservation photo contest

TIMESNEWS — Nov. 1 is the deadline‘
for receiving entries in the conservation
photo contest

The Benton County Soil Conservation
District Commissioners are sponsoring
this new contest for the first time this year.
The rules for the contest are as follows.

Subject matter — Eligible subject
matter in the Conservation Photo Contest
is the conservation and development of
soil, water, forest, fish and wildlife.
Entries should illustrate at least one of the
foilowing: (a) The need for conserving
these resources, (b) methods used to
overcome problems in their use, (¢)
outstanding examples of proper resource
use, or (d) benefits accruing to society as a
result of man’s efforts to conserve and
develop these natural resources.

Entry requirements — Only residents of
Benton County may enter the contesl.

All entries must be received by Nov. 1,
1979,

Entries must be made in the name of the
person who took the photo or photos. There
15 no limit on the number of entries an
individual can submit.

Prints may be any size, provided they
are not larger than about 8 by 10 inches in
Size.

Categories in the contest - Each of the
entries in the following three categories
should be designated Division I or Division
II. Division I is for students up to 12th
grade and Division Il is for adults,

Black and white print - Single photo.
Story series (not less than two and not
more than five prints.) Color print -
Single photo, Story series (not less than
two and not more than five prints,)
35 mm color slides — Single slide. Story
series (not less than two and not more than
25 slides.)

Identification of entries — Each single
entry (prints and slides) must be
accompanied by a 3 by 5 inch card
containing the (a) name and address of the

photographer, (b) division number, and
(e) title of the photograph.

If more than one entry is submitted, the
photographer must clearly identify the
respective titles and photographs. :

Each story series must be accompanied
by a 3 by 5 inch card containing (a) above,
and (b) above, and (c) title of the story
series. A short legend should be attached
to the bottom of each print to identify the
picture sequence and to clearly and
concisely tell the conservation story.

Slide story series, in addition to the 3by 5
inch card listed above, must also be
accompanied by a narrative in which each
slide is properly keyed into the text. Slides
must be numbered in their proper
sequence. !

Return of entries — The Soil
Conservation District reserves the right to
use all entries for one year, Entries must
be picked up at the Soil Conservation
District office if desired by the contestant,

Judging of entries — A panel of judges
will select the winning entries. Winning
entries will be announced and exhibited.
Prizes will be awarded.

La Porte City student

wins speech contest

TIMESNEWS —Alan Parmaler, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Parmater of LaPorte
City, won the East Central Regional Soil
Conservation Speech Contest at the
Carousel Restaurant in lowa City,
Wednesday, Nov. 7

Eleven contestants from East Central
lowa competed in the event.

Parmater, 15, is a sophomore at LaPorte
City High School and is active in local and
district Methodist Youth Fellowship and
Future Farmers of America.
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The Benton County Seil Conservation group gave their
annual awards Thursday at the Vinton Country Club. Award

lf Ln «au I.’”ff-"' u ”h ~“”! conservation winners pictured here from left: Elmer Miller, Dorothy
Miller, Shirley Meyer and Eldo Meyer.
Timesphotos by Scott Campbell
N R rh"“"_‘".'il

oy : ! These members were also named winners at Thursday’s
_'jﬂlf conservation winners awards luncheon. From left: Harpld Maas, Emma
Kapucian, Louis Kapucian and Betty Kapucian.
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Honor Benton County

winners of soil |

conservation contest

Soil Conservation Award winners in
Benton County were honored at a recent
dinner meeting at the Vinton Country
Club

Harold Maas of Van Horne had the
outstanding windbreak in Benton County
in 1979. Maas is the tepant on the farm
owned by Edgar and Walter Heitshusen
who live near South Amana

Each year winners are chosen for the
different divisions of the [owa Sail
Conservation Awards program. This year
the winners in the New Cooperator division
were Dennis Frush and family who farm
near La Porte Citv. Honorable mention
was given to Mr. and Mrs, Louis Kapucian
who farm the Emma Kapucian farm near

Keyslone
Allan Bell and his tenant, Craig

Shropshire, were chosen as the winners in
the Tenant-Operated division. Bell lives in
La Porte City and Craig farms the land
south of town.

Eldo Meyer of Garrison was chosen as
winner in the Owner-Operated division. He
and his family were also selected as the
over-all winners in Benton County for 1979,

The winners in the lowa 5oil
Conservation Awards Program each
received a special certificale recognizing
their efforts, The windbreak award is a
plaque which is presented by the lzaak
Walton League of America. The awards
program is sponsored by the Benton
County Soil Conservalion Distnict to
encourage erosion control and better land

use

Public pulse

Thanks for devastating our woodland

Hi Folks,

A cheerful greeting from Wally Woodcutter, your President of the lowa
Defoliation and Wildlife Habitat Extinction Association. 1'd like to report
to all of our club members, that the devastation of lowa’s woodlands is
going greal this season. I'm proud of vou for culting down nearly every
living and dead tree you can get vour chainsaws biting inlo. As club
members you're doing your best to see who can stack your woodpiles high
enough to reach halfway to the moon. Now let's not listen to those
crackpol conservationists, meddlesome environmentalists, and silly
sportsmen who complain about soil erosion, noise pollution, disappearing
wildlife cover, loss of scenic beauty and other minor problems associated
with the removal of trees. You know as well as I do, that all a tree does
during the year, is to prevent us from getting a tan and providing a haven
for those noisy birds in thee summertime and then in the fall il 5 leaves
fade into those horrid colors and drop off making a mess all over the
ground, It's simply disgusting isn't it?

The sawmills are doing their share also. After all, we have to keep our
economy going exporting our hardwoods overseas. Heck, it isn't our fault
the foreigners destroyed their forests through mismanagement.

Now lel's not let our members in agriculture go unnoticed either. Their,
efforts to bulldoze and clearcut tree groves, to gain that additional land
for those few extra bushels of corn and beans deserve a round of
applause from us all.

Oh by the way, 1 almost forgot, Our association finally received the first
shipment of artificial trees from Taiwan. Those ingenious Asians have
reproduced genuine, imitation oaks, walnuts, hickories, and maples.
These trees feature durable aluminum trunks with stained epoxy bark
and plastic “‘no drop’' leaves. These trees are adjustable and fit perfectly
over those unsightly stumps left from your previous cutting. They will aid
you immensely in overcoming your guilt feelings from the loss of the
woodlands

Remember people, the only way we can win this battle against foliage
15 Lo buy a bigger chainsaw and mow our way through.

The moral of the story is that if you're going to utilize our so-called
"renewable resources’’, you'd better put forth some efforts to plant new
trees and sensibly manage the few tree groves we have left. If you don’t,
vou'll end up selling your chainsaw and woodstove to the scrapvard, in
order to help pay vour [uel oil and electricity bills because all the woods
will be gone

Enough said.

I love lrees,
David W. Speidel
Box 106

Vinton, lowa 52349
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Announce big tillage show for area farmers

Fifty lfarm machinery exhibits and 16
speakers will be featured at the Eastern
lowa Conservation Tillage Show sel for
Jan 22 and 23 at the Five Seasons Center
al Cedar Rapids

The show is set up to acquaint farmers
with conservation tillage and no-till
farming

Machinery exhibits will come from as
far away as North Dakota, Tillage
equipment, planters and sprayers wil be
on display. Several chemical companies
will have exhibits featuring pesticides and
fertilizers.

Nine farmers will be featured on the
program, They will tell about the
successful methods they use to reduce
their tillage operations and save time,

lahor. fuel and soil People attending the
show will have an opportunity to visit with
the farmers after their individual
presentations

The theme for the tillage show is
“Uperation Save Our Soil " Sponsors are
the soil conservation districts, Soil
Conservation Service, extension service
and ASCS in an eight-county area
surrounding Cedar Rapids

“With today's intensive cropping
systems, soil erosion i1s becoming more
serious each year," said Floyd Peters SCS
district conservationist at Vinton

According Lo a recent study, lowa leads
the nation in soil lost to erosion,
Conservation tillage or the practice of
leaving large amounts of crop residue on

the soil surface is considered by
conservationists to be the best way o
control soil erosion

Peters said the purpose of the tillage
shaw iS to provide farmers with the
information they need to make the switch
to conseérvation tillage

The conservation tillage show will begin
T}wsﬁay. Jan, 22 at 6 p.m. It will end
Wednesday, Jan. 23 at 9:3¢ p.m

Tickets for the show can be obtained at
any USDA office within the eight-county
area. Also many equipment dealers, farm
elevators, banks and agricultural
chemical dealers have lickets available

Stickler to address

Une of the keynote speakers at the
Eastern Iowa Conservation Tillage Show
will be Fred C. Stickler, chairman of the
Farm Equipment Institute and Tillage
Equipment Coungcil,

Stickler will speak at the Wednesday
evening, Jan. 23rd, sesion on “Farm

tillage show

Voorhees has conducted seven years of
research on soil compaction as it relates to
wheel traffic. He will present his results to
show the effects that size of tractor and

types of tillage have on soil compaction,

Equipment and Conservation Tillage " systems.

Stickler is an agronomist and former
college teacher with a particular interest
in mechanized farm equipment, He is
currently the director of the Deere and
Company Technical Center at Moline, IlI

Al the center, Stickler has directed

‘“Anyone who

A total of nine farmers are scheduled to
speak about their individual tillage

is thinking about
minimizing their tillage operation next
spring should attend the show," said Gene
Wolter, district conservationist with the
U.S. Soil Conservation Service.

About 50 to 60 machinery exhibits will be

research on crop management systems shown, including planters, tillage
and their effect on mechanization. He later equipment, sprayers and agricultural

assumed responsibility for planning tillage
and planting machines as a member of
Deere’s Product Planning Dept.

Another speaker at the Wednesday
evening session will be Ward Voorhees, a
research soil scientist with USDA at

Morris, Minn.

chemical exhibits.

Free tickets for the event can be picked
up at machinery dealers, agricultural
chemical dealers and county offices of
USDA in eight counties including Linn,
Buchanan, Delaware, Benton, Jones.

lowa, Johnson and Cedar.
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Editorials

Too skim p\ with

Soil Conservation distriet
commissioners will meet Feb. 14

FIMESNEWS I'he Benlon County Soil conservalion agreements, coslt share
Conservation District Commissionérs will business, Soil Stewardship Week materials
meet at 9:30 am. Feb, 14 in the district order, report on Conservalion Tillage
office at Vinton. The public is invited Show, RCA summaries, contractor’s

Iltemeon the arenda are: renew business i”pp“ng and t‘ﬂlllph'ﬂnji the annual P]Hﬂ of

Conservation funds

It was a shock to read where Lhe budgel President

Jinumy Carler “Ilhlﬂllh'lj O LONETESS contains s0 htlie |Il-Hi i“.l mit M AlCD dues new l_‘lll..r"k
for soil conservation incenlives for larmers. Inflaton
has affecled (hese dollars just like 1hey Ve

evervithing else and vou would think that the
adimmmisiration would have l”'”l“h\i"ll a substlantial
increase in funding. Not so!

Our own Benton County is not a typical |wa
countly when it comes 1o so0il conservation prachices by
farmers. Many more have been brought into these
wonderful programs here because of the dedicated
work of our Conservation Commissioners and the lop

Meeting over conservation Wednesday

notch professional staff in the Vinton office. Nowhere
in lowa will vou see so many contoured fields, lerraces,
and other conservation practices. Visitors f(rom
elsewhere who drive our country roads here in Benton
County are always enormously impressed Thatisn i (o

say that much more can’'t be done

On July 26, 1978, the first meeting was
held in Benton County to discuss the
Resource Conservation Act of 1977

Answers and resource inventory for the
nation have now been summarized and
published. They will be presented Lo area

State Bank Community Room.

Seven alternative strategies have been
proposed to solve the conservation
problem. The Benton County Soil and
Water Conservation District wants
opinions on which strategy would be best

\s we said at the start of the previous paragraph residents on March 5 at 7:30 p.m. in the o use in the [uture
however, our counly isn't typical Too many other
areas of soil - rich lowa are being farmed with scant
regard [or whal happens lo the top-soil they will be
turning over 1o the next generation (providing wind
and rain erosion haven't taken it all away). Many
experts say that in another 20 vears there will be many
farms with land no longer capable of producing good
crops because of erosijon damage

No one put it better than Pope John Paul Il on his
visil Lo the Living History Farms al Des Moines last
October He said the good Lord has provided lowa
farmers with some of the finest land in the world but
this also carries with it a responsibility to take care of

4 Times. Vinton lowa, March 26 1980

Sl.mn.-;or poster contest

it. That means praclticing soil conservation Fhe Benton: County Soil Conservation Fusters can be any size up 10 22 x 28
I l.'.hl-\- o I!'I.ﬂ immvesiment 10 some cases Lo Enblvm!“ Liisinrie!l 18 once AFam h“]dlln_{ Ils anmual dnd Cin be ffIrHl_' in “”:.' ||._-p,l'. ”f ari "‘Hi"tih.i
needed conservation practices. That is why conservalion poster cantest, The theme for

Each eniry must have name address.

phone number, and age division included
lue at the disinet office no later than MH:_. on the back of the poster. All entries S

| ind will be judged in early May be from residents of Benton County
P'rizes will be awarded in each of the For more delails, contact the Sail

tollowing age divisions grades 3 and 4: 5 Conservation Dislriel offico at P.O. Box

and 6 junior highy Kigh school and adult 226, Vinton, 1a. 52349 or phone 472-216)

government assistance is so vital Even if you aren’t a 1960 %
larmer, as an lowan concerned about the future of our
farms vou should wrile our senators and our own
congressman 1o protest the inadequate conservation
funding

Soll Conservalion.” All entries are

Meeting to explain
soil surveys

The Soil Conservation District is holding
4 meeting lo explain the new soil surveys
to farmers in Big Grove township on
March 12 in the Garrison Legion Hall at
1:15 p.m.

New soil maps will be presented and
explained in detail. These maps show soil
type, amount of slope and degree of
erosion. By using these maps, soil
conservationists can help farmers to
develop a plan which will allow them to get
maximum income and yet keep soil loss
below five lons per acre per year

A new slide program will be presented.
The program is about no-till farming in
corn and soybean stubble. Federal and
slate cosl share programs will also be
explained.

Anyone wishing to gel a modern soil map
should call or write to the soil conservation
district office before March 12. The office
phone number is 472-2161. The address is
P.0. Box 526, Vinton, Ia, 52349,
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posts up for election

TIMESNEWS — The posts of two Benton
County Soil Conservation District
Commissioners are up for election Nov. 4.

The terms of John R. Schild, Belle
Plaine, lowa township, and Paul E.
Anderson, Vinton, Benton township, will

expire al noon on Jan. 2, 1981,

Any qualified elector living in the soil
conservation district is eligible for the
office of commissioner, but no more than
one commissioner may be a resident of
any one township. All of Benton County,
including cities and towns, makes up the
soil conservation district.

Incumbent ecommissioners are Roman

Gardner, Garrison, Jackson township;
Lyphout, Vinton, Big Grove

Henry
township; and Don Weichman, Atkins,

Fremont township. Anvone living in these
townships will not be eligible this year for

the openings,
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Two soil commissioner

Prospective candidates seeking the
office of soil conservation district
commissioner must file nomination
petitions in the same manner as for other
elective positions in the general election,
exceplt that no political party is
designated. Nomination petitions are
available in the County Auditor's office.

These petition, signed by 25 eligible
electors, must be filed with the County

Auditor at the Benton County Courthouse

no later than 5 p.m. on Sept. 10.

Those elected in November will serve a
six-year term beginning Jan. 2, 1981, Soil
conservation district commissioners serve
without salary and guide the overall soil
and waler conservation program in the

county,
contact the

For more information,

Benton County Soil Conservation District
Office, P.O. Box 526, Vinton, phone 472-

2161.
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HENRY LYPHOUT

TIMESNEWS — In a tradition
last year by the Soil Conserva

Service, an essay contest is being held
in the county.

The essays deal, naturally, with seil
conservation. The essays that are
selected as winners will then move on to
state competition.

Although the following essays are not
necessarily winners. thev are examples
of some of the works submitted for

jtildging by the Soil Conservation Ser-
vice.

The Lives We Determine

By Susan Scheer, Benton Community

People used to flock to the coast and
large bodies of water to maintain their
health and sanity, but now even this is
not possible.

The waters are stagnant and the land
Is scorched. Now everyone stays
secluded inside their scrap-made
shacks, coming out only to sustain what
Hvei;hmd they can find. Even the
children don't come out because
physical activity makes them short of
breath. Grandparents do recall their
fathers mentioning something about
the vegetation giving off oxygen. Who
would have thought, when the
vegetation dies, so do we?

This could be an accurate description
of the transition of the fertile granary of
the Roman Empire into what is now the
North African Desert. It could also be
the United States in 150 years if some
notice isn't taken Lo the conservation of
such essentials as soil and water.

There is so much that can be done

todav by doing so little. To help save the
soil such measures as no-tid<farming

can be started. As I understand it, no- till
farming incorporates fewer chemicals
and doesn't expose the ground so that
the top soil can be taken away by
erosion. Top soil is the most precious
part of our land, and it can take
anywhere from 200 to 1,000 years to
form. That's a long time to put farm
land out of commission.

While no-till and many of the older
methods of farming can stop erosion,
they can also maintain and stabilize the
contents of the soil. Progress is a great
thing, but I think it got carried away
and pushed the land too hard without
replenishing it properly. There are
many chemicals dispersed on fields,
but that can't be the best way. There
are many natural and more economical
ways of fertilizing and replenishing,
such as natural plant decay and
manure spreading.

Many chemicals are used to control
unwanted grasses and weeds in the
fields. If some older farming methods,
such as rotating crops and wire
planting, were used the chemicals
wouldn't be needed. Yields would be
smaller but of better quality. According
to certain statistics, America has an
overabundance of food and these far-
ming techniques would help limit
production and regulate prices,

Soil conservation is directly related
to water conservation. Unfortunately,
many of the chemicals placed in the soil
also are carried through the water
system. These chemicals are said to be
good for the land (although even that is
questionable), but we all know they are
not good for humans or animals,
Chemical substances, along with top
soil that erodes away, can easily wash
into a water source and contaminate it.

Farmland chemicals are not the only
substance that pollute and poison
water. Many industries are dumping
wastes into rivers and streams. There
is even general carelessness by the
public itself, who are the ones fighting

the issue. The Environmental
Protection Agency passed a Clear
Water Act that put rules and

regulations on dumping wastes and the
treatment of water. So far, the act
hasn't improved anything because it
isn't being properly enforced. If
someone doesn't control it now, our
waters will get out of hand

With so many options and so many
people working on it there are ways to
save the soil and waler, not o mention
the future. If we don't start caring and
controlling today, tomorrow may be a
mirage in a new desert

Mudpies: A Key to the Future

By Lorl McKechnle, Benton Com-
munity

Mud pies? Children can make several
in very little time and use inexpensive
ingredients, although mud pies aren't
the biggest sellers, as many teary-eyed
kids have found out. Nevertheless, they
could become a rarity if we continue to
ignore the silent problem that slowly
but surely has been getting away from
us.

By J. DAMON CAIN
Times Editor

TIMESNEWS— Come the first of the
year, Henry Lyphout ends 13 vears of
service as a Benton County Soil Con-
servation District Commissioner, *'Or
something like that,"" he says

And it's easy to forgive Hank for not
knowing off the top of his head the exact
number of years he has been pushing
and preaching in an official capacity
the virtues of good conservation
practices, It's easy because he's got
more important matters on which to
focus his attention.

Above all, Hank is a farmer — he and
son Lon attend to 380 acres of corn,
oals, and soybeans of his own and son
Jerry farms his own land, so, all

totaled, the three of them take care ol
approximtely 900 acres of Benlon
County farmland — and with the price
of commodities, the grain storage
shortage and various other immediate
problems farmers face this fall, well,
who's keeping track of the years

And it's not as though Hank started

conservation practices when he began
ms Irst term as a commissioner

I was just approached to run for it,"
Hank said this morning from his home
in Vinton. “1 had been practicing soll
conservation for years 1 did a lot of
strip cropping and contouring., We were
doing it quite a while before then. We
just kept it up."

une might suspect a commissioner o
be gung ho for the construction of
terraces, an item that runs into the tens
of thousands of dollars, but Hank is less
enthusiastic., Nol that terraces don't Q0
a good job, it's just that Hank knows

Other, less expensive measures are
i‘ullahle
“You can practice good soil con-
Servation without spending a lot of
Money,"" Hank said. “‘There's strip
€ropping, contouring, and keeping your
Waterways seeded and shaped, I guess
P'm a bit disgusted with the idea that
use something has a big dollar sign
In front of it, people automatically
thinks it's got to be good, that it's the
L way to go. That's just not true.

“Terraces are good, 1 don't want you
10 think that they're not, but there are
other ways of handling erosion,” Hank
said, '‘Besides, terracing disturbs the
original lay of the land. You have to
move large amounts of dirt to terrace
right, and then, sometimes, the terrace
doesn't protect all that much land."

Hank says he has a better method,
one that is both considerably less ex-

Conservation service continues statewide essay tradition

11Le INLET — Larry

While mudpies don't appeal to the
human taste, they are two of our
greatest natural resources — not the
mud pies but their ingredients, soil and
water,

To the child making mud pies, soil
seems to be in endless supply.
However, man realizes what a valuable
and irreplaceable asset he has.
Problems arise when he isn't able to
conserve the soil for generations.

To realize nearly three billion people
are fed from one acre of cultivated
land, man must view it seriously. If the
rate of loss continues we'll lose two
inches of soil in 20 years. This would

significantly affect the capability of
production of many acres of land.
Eventually we will be unable to feed the
ever Increasing population. As
Theodore Roosevelt said, '‘When the

afford to make?

Visit with a Sidewinder farmer, then
visit with us.

D. & V. SIDEWINDER
SALES,

Sidewinder farmers for 18 years
Ph. 472-4701
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Fleshner examines one of the tile
openings In his bean fleld to make sure water has easy
access to it. Waler will run down the Inlet and Into the tile
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SIDEWINDER
SAVING SOIL AND MONEY

Reduce soil erosion, prepare an
ideal seedbed, and get excellent
herbicide incorporation. . .all

with one machine. -
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i In today’s economy, how much machinery
! can you afford to own, and how many

I trips across your fields can you
i
i
|
I
|
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topsoll.
manner,

soil is gone, man must go. And the
process doesn’t take long."’ This makes
it clear that now s the time to conserve
for the future.

Water has innumerable uses. It is so
easy for most people to get, they don't
realize how necessary it is. Mud pies
are held together by water. Just like &
child needs water when making mud
pies, man also needs it in his everyday
life. Water covers three-fourths of the
earth's surface and, because of its large
area, it may mislead people into
thinking that it is an inexhaustible
resource,

Contamination has greatly cut into
this large resource. Impurities are
caused partly by natural cir
cumstances, but man is also respon-
sible. This problem needs to be taken
seriously because normal, healthy

INC.

Vvinton

!
|

underground, where It can't wash away hls valuable
Fleshner's entire acreage Is tlled In such a

people can live only seven to ten days
without water.

Soil and water are the bridges con-
necting the non-living and living. Their
conservation greatly increase the

chances of preserving natural life in the
future.

Times, Vinton, lowa, September 24, 1982 l&

Henry Lyphou'r ends 13 years as Benton County soil commissioner

pensive and in the long run just as ef-
fective,

“We need to provide more green
strips around hills and other areas that
have more than a three percent slope,”
Hank said.

Hank realizes that ‘‘providing more
green strips" entalls planting oats and
smaller seed grains, crops that do not
return as great a profit as cash corn
and sovbeans.

‘A lot of farmers are after that quick
cash,” Hank said, and in turn, do not
bother with planting oats.

Hank gave certain details of a plan he
would like the government to pursue, a
plan that would save it money —
money, Hank adds, that could be put
towards providing more grain storage
facilities — while promoting good
conservation practices,

“The government needs to provide an
incentive for farmers to plant oals.
Right now, the price of cats is about
$1.30 a bushel, so if you get 60 bushels
an acre your return is $78 an acre,
“That’s just not enough,”’ Hank said. *'If
the government would do away with the
set aside program and add another 50
cents a bushel for their oats, that would
give farmers the incentive to plant
them. And it would save a lol of money
for the government."

Another problem Hank sees intrinsic
with conservation is the element of
time.

“We have too many farmers who
want il done quick," Hanks said. "They
don't want lo take the time to ex-
periment, they want to get in and out of
the fields and not have to worry about
contouring or other things that take just
a little extra time.

"In the long run, if they spend that
extra time, they'll only help them-
selves," Hank said. '"They won't think
about using conservation measures
until they get a real bad rain, then a
couple days later they'll forget all about
it again. That's just the way it is."

Another reason that contouring and
strip cropping have not caught on in a

Culvert Pipe
Wyes
Risers

4400 East 14th St.,

PROMPT DELIVERY...
REASONABLE
PRICES
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* FEED LOTS

* SIDEWALKS

* DRIVEWAYS

Newhall - 223-5146

McDOWELL
READY MIX

CORRUGATED METAL

Drainage Structures

Elbows
Diaphragms
== = » «-Reducers

PLAIN OR COATED
STEEL OR ALUMINUM

CONTACT:
DEL ROTH

Sales Representative
Marion, lowa Ph. 319-377-5252

THE LEVINE CO., INC.

Des Moines, lo. 50316 Ph. 515-262-5613

big way, according to Hank, is that,
“Your seed companies hlm'l pushed
it like they should."

Hank and his wife,Nadine,live in town

now at 1516 E Ave., but the move from
their farm in Big Grove township
doesn't mean they are moving away
from farming.
I suppose 1'll farm the rest of my life,"
said Hank, a guy who got his start with
his father and has been farming ever
since.

“Overall, Benton County does about
as good a job with conservation as any
county around,' Hank said, ‘‘but it still
isn't enough. There's a lot to be done in
Benton County."

So why is Hank stepping down from
his commissioner’s post?

“It isn't because I don't like the
work,”” Hank said, who added that he's
been in his fair share of arguments with
farmers reluctant to incorporate
conservation practices into their ra:-
ming. “'It's just time we got some new
blood on the board. It's time for
someone else. Someone will stay in
there too long and then you don't get
enough interest in conservation
because of it. You have to get more
people involved and this is just one way
of doing it."

Denny Duello is the only person
seeking election Ihia November to the
board.

“That’s what l mean. [ wish there
were more people who were interested
enough to run for the position. Not that
Denny won't do a good job. I think he
will. But people don't understand
conservation until they get directly
involved."

So, on an official basis, Hank will get
up from his commissioner's chair and
head back to the fields. But you get the
idea that this is one farmer the Benton
County board will have as an emissary
of its ideas and projects, a former
board member of 13 years, or
something like that

Laterals
Tees
Crosses
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East end of building nearly totally destroyed
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Fire ravages half of ASCS office building

TIMESNEWS — Offices at the Us
Department of Agriculture Extension
Building across from the Benton County
Fairgrounds are temporarily out of order
following a Friday moring fire here

The east end of the building was mostly
destroyed, said Willie Hansen of the
Agriculture stabilization and
Conservation office. Office equipment
including desks, calculators and
typewriters in the east end of the building
were destroyed, although the paperwork
was not, Hansen said

Firefighters made a second trip to the
scene when Lhe fire started up again after
the firefighters had Bone, thinking the fire
was oul.

The Soil Conservation Commission
office, which in the wesl end escapad the
brunt of the fire's destruction. will be
relocating temporarily across the street at
the fairgrounds, according to the 5CS's
Hobb Morrow. SCS personnel began

Iq* & - *FH T

! :1.'1

moving office early this
afternoon

The SCS office sustained only smoke and
waler damage, but no figures on (otal
damage to the building and its contents

were available at press time

supplies

The fire apparently started in the wiring
above the suspended ceiling of the Ag
stabilization office. Hansen said office
workers first knew something was wrond
when a bank of lights went oul

Shortly after that, fire appeared around
a light fixture, Employees reached for s
fire extinguisher and for the phone to call
the Vinton Fire Department

Hansen said no one knew how long the
fire had smouldered in the attic before ||

was noliced |

The Ag Stabilization office, Hansen said
probably would not reopen on a temporary
basis, but workers would probably load I,hl'.'T
paperwork into a van and seal it up until 8
permanent headquarters is reopened.

A lght fixlure hangs down [rom the ceiling in the Eutted

-eiling meets
desks

the floor

calculators

east end of the ASCS building, nearly touching the remains of
a desk al the bottom of the photo. Office equipment, including
Lypewriters and
“quipment were destroved, Most of the ceiling on the east enid
of the building fell to the floor, but the west end of the building

other electronic

APpearea to receive only smoke and Waler damage. Another

photo, page three

Timesphoto by Steve Exley

Council wants citizen
Input on sign slogan

TIMESNEWS — The Vinton Community
Betterment Couneci needs help, and they
aren't even asking for any money

All it wants is some ideas, and good ones.
to help promote the city of Vinton

The council wants to erect a sign at the
éntrance of Vinton, and what they need is 5
slogan for the SIgn. Years ago a sign stood
at the south edge of Vinton and i read
“*Vinton, City of Progress. ' But the sign
deteriorated and was never replaced

But now the council leels the ¢
new one and they want a new sl £
with it '

The council wants to limit the slogan to
Six or elght words and asks that all slogans
be drog

ped off at the city office or mailed |
City of Vinton, P.O. Bo
September 25

L.
|

s to get
slogan for

tremen attack fire F riday morning

Fire ravaged the ASCS building, across from the Benton
County Fairgrounds, at mid-morning today, Fireflighters

here work to quench the flames. w

hich apparently started in

the wiring in the attic. The east endof the building (nearest)
recelved the heaviest damage,
Tinesphoto by Mert Alpers




No-till planting demo illustrates recent advancements

VINTON— America's farmers and agricultural specialists are
dispelling long-held notions about moldboard plowing, a fact im
ready evidence across the agricultural landscape here in Benton
County.

Moldboard plowing, of course, was an act to rid the surface of
crop residue in preparation for spring planting, and it was a
practice-— and still is in a more limited sense -that has been handed
down from one generation to another. Plowing has also proven an
act against the better interests of soil-saving efforta here in the
county.

Obviously, other methods of getting the crop into the field have
been developed, and come this Thursday morning, area farmers
and interested citizens will be afforded the opportunity to witness a
side-by-side comparison of five planters on a farm east of Vinton

Denny Duello, the most recent addition to Benton County's soll
conservation board of directors, is hosting the planting demon-
stration on his farm, located two miles east of the county home on
county road E-24. The Benton County Soll Conservation District
and the Benton County Extension Service are co-sponsoring the
event.

Allis Chalmers, International Harvester John Deere and White
will each demonstrate the capabilities of its latest planters in a
side-by-side demonstration in standing and untouched corn stalks

Duello also said a sidewinder, a planter that tills a 10-inch strip

ined

'(uare.y

12AH PIEMOH ) Si1adag AlET] Y
NizoYy

"2 ElS
PaAladal

youddny sapey) 2yl ‘siweydap
LEFIEY

‘SYRIOH

‘stnoyd4A] AdusH Iyl

‘synoydAT [riuan pue [aysiy 3y

"SNBLQY uoy
I

Uoulap 2yl pue
:I-\'I"h

‘SuUnsiapuy
‘SNI1Z0Y
‘slayjoug

SIN pue
ay)
)
mgy

ayy

‘SUPWINIIY
SUPLLIDY [I'H 241 "uueq URwyIaY

nosg

SNMmT quaN 1

Auel ayl

SIYNg uygol ay) pue "S¥MOqQn

U1 ‘SUBWIYIS M UO(] Ul

IAE(]
=

‘SPIIYOS uyor
‘2q20 g
apiAiD

pue vo(]

.1

n

down the row where the seed is planted but leaves the remainder of
the surface undisturbed, will be demonstrated

On hand will be Greg Brenneman, area crop production
specialist from the Cedar Rapids Extension office, to conduct a
discussion of no-till planting alternatives

One of the primary functions of tillage is to bring the soil to a
condition in which a planter can accurately place the seed at a
desired depth with firm, moist soil around it

Because of some very favorable advancements in planter design
sensitive to the no-till movement, many new planters are able to
plant in a variety of soil conditions

‘‘We used to plow to rid the surface of previous crop residue,"
Duello said. ‘*“We now see that residue is & soll saver and that
planters and cultivators can function in it

""We used to believe that the roots of our crop plant needed loose
soll or growth would be hampered We now see that our modern,
well-bred plants aren't nearly as helpless as we thought,” ac-
cording to Duello. ““We're moving toward the avoidance of com-
paction and the tillage that is necessary to relieve it "

Duello also stressed that modern-day farmers till the soil to kill
vegetation, but added, "‘We're seeing that less tillage means that
fewer weeds grow. New and belter chemicals and cultivators are
offering new possibilities every vear

The planters involved in the demonstration that gets its start at
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10 a.m., Thursday, will plant through an area compacted by har-
vest traffic and through areas poorly drained as well as in mellow
untouched standing stalks

“These planters have a specifically desired ability to penetrate
covered soil,"’ Duello said

“‘We invite all farmers to come and see these planters work side-
by-side, see what conditions they need to get the seed Into the
ground, and then to think about what tillage is necessary and why,"
Duello said

Modern planters are expensive, running on the average in the
$12,000 to $14,000 neighborhood for a six-row planter, and many
farmers find it prohibitive to make the switch from conventional
forms of planting to no-till planting

But, Duello is quick to add, '*You can hire your crops planted and
it is very likely to be less expensive than what you pay to plant with
the more conventional methods and equipment.™

Duello pointed out that the Soil Conservation Service (SCS! and
the Agricultural Stabilization Conservation Service (ASCS) have a
list of names of people who custom no-till. In fact, no-till planting is
encouraged and'subsidized by the ASCS and the county soil con-
servation district at $10 an acre

“You may have to get used to looking at trash on your fields,™
Duello said. “but you won't have to look at nearly as many washed
out gullys either
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Conservation
banquet
serves up
awards

CONSERVATION AWARDS — A
conservation awards bangquet held
yesterday noon at the Vinton Country
Club honored several people from
Benton County for their efforts toward
soil conservation. Above, the chief
award winners were, row one, left to
right: Henry and Darlene Mantz,
reciplents of the Izaak Walton Wind-
break Award; Keith and Susan Wer-
ning, winners of a conservation award
in the Landlord-Tenant division. Row
two: Richard and Kathi Noe, winners In
the New Cooperafor division; and Ruth,
Elmer and Lyle Scheetz, winners in the
Owner-Operator division. Also honered
at the banquet were 13-year veteran of
the Soil Conservation Service Com-
mission Henry Lyphout and his wife
Nadine.
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B.C. students sweeps awards
In conservation essay contest

VAN HORNE— Benton Community
students took the top three places in the
Benton County Soil Conservation
Essay Contest, for the third consecutive

ear, :
¢ Leo Frazier was first, Mike Hertle
second and Kristi Schulze third.
Monetary prizes were presented to the
top three place-winners by Jim Brown,
Benton County district conservationist.

Harry Van Eschen, secretary of the
Eden Mutual Insurance Co,, was the
sponsor and promoter, and Eden
Mutual Insurance was the financial
sponsor,

““The contest, which used to be a
speech contest until three years ago,

ESSAY WINNE
School students SWe

division of the recent Benton County Soil ¢

was designed to create an awareness of._
the need for soil conservation,"” Brown
said. =5
Essays were judged by the district’s
conservation commission on the basis_
of originality, content, facls, awareness :
and rheloric. 4

'_.
L |

“By living on a farm, I was awarés
that there was a need for soil conwz
servation,” Frazier said, “but by=
researching the subject, I realized how 5
important it really is." i~

Frazier will read his essay at an"
awards dinner in Vinton Dec. 14, His |
essay will also advance to district
competition, according to Brown,

unity High
the top three places in the senior

RS— Benton Comm
pt

onservation

Essay Contest. Pictured from left to right are: third-
place winner Kristi Schulze of Van Horne second-
Place winner Mike Hertle of Atkins and I’ilrut-placp
winner Leo Frazier of Van Horne; Jim Brown, Benton

Wiy

Times, Vinton, lowa, December 2,1983 3

sl

Places in each of the three years the cont
sl has been
Sponsored, Frazier will read his winning essay at the

a ]
[:‘r:::n;l.I .Dlstrirt Soil Conservation Dinner in Vinton
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/12/30/83

Editor's Note: The following is the
first-place essay in the recent Benton
County Soil Conservation Essay Con-
test. It was written by Leo Frazier of
rural Van Horne, a senior at Benton
Community High School,

By LEO FRAZIER

Today is the start of my future life as
a productive corn plant. I come from a
dark, seed corn sack, and now I am
being planted into the dark, fertile soil
of Bill Edward's field, north of Vam
Horne, Iowa.

Bill is respected in the community for
his land preservation practices. He has
the richest soil in the community, and
maintains it by enforcing preservation
ideas

A few vears ago Bill went to a

o DR L L T

meeting at the local extension center.
The speaker dealt with a program
called “Help Enforce Land Preser-
vation” (HELP). Bill was the only
farmer there who did not let the in-
formation go in one ear and out the
other

The speaker had said that farmers
must start to preserve land or the rich
topsoil, their most important natural
resourse, would erode. He said that as
much as 60 truckloads of soil may be
washed away by rain falling on one
acre of barren, sloping land, while it
takes nature several hundred years to
build one inch of topsoil. This is scary
especially since I could be a part of
those 60 truck loads of soil washed away
each year

This is not the only way that my life

Ceclan VValle / Jomen 1/13/py

Life in the soil:

as a healthy, productive corn plant can
be terminated. I could be blown away,

as many of my ancestors were in the
1930s by wind. That period of time was
known as ‘“The Dust Bowl,”' and was
caused by years of drought and by
farmers who were only thinking of
themselves when they cut down trees to
farm more land

Poor farming practices and
overgrazing of pastures resulted in
topsoil being blown away because there
was no grass to hold it in place.

The speaker said that there are many
ways of preserving land and Lhat the
first step is to realize that we do have a
problem with soil erosion. Many far-
mers refuse to recognize the fact that
the soil must be preserved for future
generations, Since all life on earth

Knaack to be featured at Eastern

lowa Conservation Tillage Show

CEDAR RAPIDS— A Van Horne area
farmer, Don Knaack, will be a speaker
at the Eastern Iowa Conservation
Tillage Show at the Five Seasons

Center in Cedar Rapids Jan. 31 and
Feb. 1.

Knaack will be one of several far-
mers who will speak on no-till farming
during the two-day session. He will talk

during the afternoon of Jan, 31 on why
he went to no-till farming.

The show will also feature speeches
by specialists in weed control, fertilizer
placement, insect control and other
topics that pertain to no-till or con-
servation tillage farming.

Hours of the show are from 10 a.m. to

10 p.m. Jan, 31 and9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Feb.,
1.

R TL

depends on soil as a direct or indirect
source of food, we must preserve the
soil if we want food for future
generations,

The second step towards preserving
land is to figure out which method of
land preservatjon is best for each
particular operation,

Methods of conserving soil include
contour plowing, rotating crops,
planting trees or bushes between fields
to prevent wind erosion, strip cropping,
and limiting the amount of time that
herds graze in a certain area.

Contour plowing is achieved by
plowing furrows across a slope rather
than up and down, and then catching
rain water to keep it from running off
the hill.

Another way of preserving the land is
by strip cropping, or planting different
crops in alternate rows.

The last step towards preserving land
is to put these methods of land
preservation to work on each farming
operation. Lucky for myself, Bill en-
forces all of these land preservation
ideas.

If more farmers don't start putting
some form of land preservation to
work, all seeds, like myself, will never
be given the chance to grow into
productive plants. The farmers will
wish they would have helped to enforce
land preservation when they had the
chance,
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Supervisors County _

hold revenue
sharing for
new jail

By DAVID STRABALA

Times Staff Writer

VINTON— Benton County Super-
visors’ Chairman Harry Horak an-
nounced the board!s intention to
reserve all of next year's expected
revenue sharing funds, about $285.000.
in the event that a new county jail is
proposed in the next year,

At this morning's regular board
meeting, two hearings were held, for
requests of newly available revenue
sharing funds - $152,301 for the rest of

this fiscal year, and an estimated
$285,000 for the 1984-85 fiscal year.

A limited, preliminary analysis
before press time shows total requests

this morning at $340,959. Of that total,

$184,675 are attributed to the county
departments, according to County
Auditor Florence Rippel. The
remaining $156,284 in requests come

from various groups around the county
— $81,712 for this fiscal year, and $74,572
for 1984-85 she said.

Horak said the board’s decision on

setting up a contingency fund for a new
Jail resulted from discussion at prior

meetings, &

“If the (jail study) committee pur-
Sues construction of a new jail, and a
bond issue is passed, we are reserving
the entire amount, $285,000, (toward the

' Jail expense),” Horak said. “"However,
If this does not oceur, we'll revert back
to today’s requests.”

Supervisor Russell Wyckoff said the
amount could rise to $300,000 with
accumulated interest, which would
| probably “not be much more than one
| fourth” of the cost of major jail

reconstruction or rebuilding.

Horak said he did not know the
chances of which way the money would

' be used, but said, when asked, that a
tentative schedule could be set up of
how next year’s funds would be ap-
propriated if not for the jail.

Among the following comments and
questions, Belle Plaine Mayor Robert
Burrows said he wondered if super-
visors had talked with other county
supervisors about  the possibility of a
regional facility.

Horak said the option had been
considered, and did not appear feasible
because of high transportation costs of
prisoners.

Regarding about $60,000 in funding
requests from the sheriff’s department
First Deputy Randall Forsyth ex-
plained that $45,000 of the amount was
made to revenue sharing funds which
normally would come out of county tax
dollars. The request was made this
way, primarily for new squad cars, at
the suggestion of supervisors, he said.

Mary Voss, who directs the county’s
data processing, said the same
regarding her $47,000 request — that it
would save county tax dollars.

The following list is a summary of
funding requests made at both county
hearings this morning, including a
preference, if given, for when the
money is needed. Many of those per-
sons making requests said the time
period for receiving funds was “‘op-
tional,"” or, in some cases, represen-
tatives were not in attendance to
specify.

1983-84, or optional requests
$1,000— Garrison Fire Dept., for
equipment,

$1,000— Garrision First Responders,
for equipment,

$3,500— North Benton Ambulance,
for equipment and training.

$15,000— Benton County Sheriff's
Dept., for two def ibrillators.

$1,350— Van Horne First Hesponders,
for equipment,

$3,000— (RSVP) Retired Senior
Volunteer Program.

$7,000— Benton County Tran-
sportation System including SEATS
and B aton County Opportunities,

$8,400— Benton County SEATS.

33,969— Norway Fire Dept., for
“quipment and training.

$15,000— HACAP, for administrative
costs of Vinton neighborhood center.

$5,000— Benton County. for in.
stallation of fire alarm system in the
courthouse,

$3,500— Benton County, for cour-
thouse repairs and operational ex-
penses on county car.

$35,700— Vinton Airport Commission.
toward expenses of building a new
hangar,

$10,000— Van Horne Fire Dept.,
toward costs of a new fire truck.

$1,100— Benton County Health Ser-
vice, 1o repair wheelchairs.
| $3,000— Vinton Publijc Library, for a
copy machine.

COUNTY

Continued from page 1

$7,800— Belle Plaine, to replace a
section of ‘roof at city hall.

$8,000— Belle Plaine, for volunteer
fire dept., police dept., and ambulance
Service,

$500— Belle Plaine Community
Center.

$4,239— Benton County Extension
Council, toward a new microcomputer,

$4,770— Urbana Polk Township
Ambulance Service.

$4,660— Urbana Fire Dept.

$5,665— Shellsburg Fire Dept.

$1,318— Dysart Rural Fire Co., for
equipment and interest on a loan.

$1,040— Newhall First Responders.

! for equipment.

$3,755— Newhall Fire Dept., for
equipment.
$8,000— Vinton Parks and Recreation

' Dept., toward swimming pool repairs.

$5,000— Benton County Sheriff's
office, toward two new squad cars.
1984-85 requesls
'$16,000— Van Horne, toward  new
library construction expenses.
$12,675— Vinton Dog Pound.
$636— Vinton Rural Cooperative Fire

Ceaan | /fxzfzg/ Jvmeo  1/23/8Y

Co., for new hose.
$10,000— Area Substance Abuse

‘Council,

$47,000— Benton County, for data
processing office.

$40,000— Benton County sheriff's
office, for three new squad cars and
communication equipment.

$1,250— Garrison Fire Dept., for
equipment,

$14,500— Norway Fire Dept., for a
new rescue vehicle.

$12,000— Benton County Con-
servation, for a heated building ad-
dition for vehicle storage.

$10,940— Soil and Water Con-
servation, for educational and
promotional equipment

$13,400— Benton County Auditor's
office, for mapping, parcel numbering,
computer software, and administrative
costs relating to revenue sharing.

37,600— North Benton Ambulance
Service, for equipment.

$6,885-Newhall Fire - Dept., for
equipment,

$1,197— Newhall First Responders,
for equipment

Gulliford to-speak at Farmer meeting

VINTON— Jim Gulliford, directar of
the lowa Department of Soil  Con-

Gulliford will speak on the topic,
 “Soil Conservation -

the Future of

servation will speak Tuesday, Jan. 24 at . Agriculture,” He will address issues

the Vinton Young Farmer meeting in

the Washington High School vo ag measures.

room.

Everyone is welcome.

=

such as mandatory soil conservation
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Farmer: no-till cuts costs

CEDAR RAPIDS — Donald
Knaack switched to no-till when
he purchased land that had a 12
percent slope

During the three years he's
used no-till the Benton County
farmer estimates his soil losses
plummeted from 60 to four tons
per acre

No-till is just an easier, more
economical way of farming. Plus
until you try it you don’t realize

how much soil you save’
Knaack told a group at the
Eastern lowa Conservation

Tillage Show in Cedar Rapids
last week

For example Knaack from
Keystone told the group about a
$inch rain that overran fields
which had been conventionally
tilled. This rill erosion clogged
waterways But Knaack's no-till
fields were intact despite the
downpour

Many farmers dont try no-till
because they are leary of the
practice. Yet 10 vears ago far-
mers were plowing fields before
they planted beans

‘Now it's rare when you see
bean fields plowed. That's how
much times have changed
Maybe in 10 vears they'll look
back at us and laugh for not using
no-till,"" Knaack said

In his operation Knaack lall
chisels stalks with 2'" straight
shanks He chops some stalks
and chisels some sod His no-till
bean ground is planted Lo corn. In
the spring stalks are disked once
The only time he uses a plow s on
some sod

For herbicides Knaack uses
one quart Lasso with liquid fer-
tilizer followed with Banvel
Some Bronco and Bladex is used
early for burndown

His planter is a John Deere
4-row with herbicide and insec-
ticide attachments and one-inch
spring loaded ripple coulter

Some years he gets by without
insecticide, otherwise he uses
[yfonate

Duning his first year with no-
till there was good emergence

‘Everything came up even better
than where 1'd worked the groun-
d," Knaack said

His average yields are 130
bushels of corn and 46 bushels of
soybeans

Knaack said he saves a week's
field preparation by using no-till
With reduced tillage disking,
plowing and field cultivating are
eliminated

One thing farmers using no-till
need to get to is the extra time n
the spring. ‘You feel like youre
not doing your job when
everybody else is out in the field
and you're not,” Knaack com-
mented

Dther advantages Lo using no-
till include savings in fuel, equip-
ment and moisture

Some of Knaack's land 1s 11-12
miles away [rom his other fields
“The driving time is the same lo
the other farm but 1 only make
the trip once instead of three
times with the plow, disk, feld
cultivator and cultimulchers,”
Knaack said

Using no-till also eliminates the
need for Lhe plow, disk, harrow
larger tractors and field con-
ditioners. “Until you try no-till
you won't realize how much you

wont need some of the im-
plements you have,”" Knaack
said

After winter's snowfall there's
usually enough moisture in the
soil for spring planting, he added

As for recommendations to far-
mers considering no-till, Knaack
advised them to try planting 20 to
10 rows the first year These rows
should be easily accessible for
checking too. Knaack advised
placing them at one end of the
field

Leaming not to worry about
the trash on top of the fields is im
portant too, he advised

Everybody thinks there will be
a buildup of trash over the years
But the weather will deleriorate
it to nothing, ' Knaack said

“All 1 can say is go no-till and
try it,”" Knaack told the group as
he concluded his presentation
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No-till farmer

R T

Donald Knaack talked about his experiences with no-till at the
tillace show. Knaack farms near Keystone in Benton County.

(Agri-News photo by Nancy Carver)
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Supervi

By DAVID STRABALA

Times Stalfl Writer

VINTON— County revenue sha
money allocations of about $437,00
the remainder of this fiscal year
1984-85 were approved by Be
County supervisors late Tuesday,
about 55 percent reserved for pos:
county jail renovalion or re
struction

Precisely $238 956 will be placed
jail contingency fund, shghtly less
the board promised last month al
request hearings. This amounts to
percent of the total estimated fun
£437.301

Spervisors held a doubjehe
hearing session on Jan. 20 to
requests for the money ~which bec
available again for the last two ¢
ters of this fiscal year, and all of n
after the federal government rene
the funding.

Board Chairman Harry Horak
said last month all of next v
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VINTON- County revene sharin §
money alocations of about $457,000 I
¢ remunder of this fueal year arj
1984-85 were approved by Bentof
County supérvisars late Tuesday, with
ahout 55 percent reserved for possibl
county )ail removation ar recor
structon

Precisely $238 3% will be placed in |
jail contingency fund, slightly less thal
the board promised last moath i thi
request hearings. This amownts 1o ':-I'
percent of the total estimated funds §
M7 301 |

Spervisors beid & duNeeacy
hearing session oo B ¥ o hed
eque ':t for the money —wmicn becamy
available again for the fast Iwo GuAR
tors of this fiscal year, and all of pexty
alter the federal government rENEWE
the funding

fogrd Chairman Hemy
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The girls’ basketball
sectional tournament
A heing plaved at Washing-
ton High is down to the Lady
Hobecats and the Vinton Vikeltes.

.'Sports on page 4 and 5.

available funds, about $285,000, would
be held for jail construction

But that didn’t mean other requests
for next year would be shunned. Ac-
tually, an allocation summary sheet
simply lumps the total available
money, and splits the remaining 45
percent ($198,345) not going for a jail in
favor of 1984-85 requests

Requests for this year’'s new money
were not as high as for next year, since
some needs had been met during last
year's hearing, with the limited funds
available.

Qut of $56,963 in additional requests
this year, $36,898 (70 percent) were
met. This takes into account
categorization shifts, whereby the
county courthouse repair amount was
moved to next year, and the Benton
County Extension Council's $4,239
request was granted through county
assistance funds instead of revenue
sharing, as originally asked

Official counly department requests

THE
#

CEDAR VALLEY

accounted for over Ltwo-thirds of
$161,447 approved for 1984-85

The final allocations arrived after
over three weeks of consideration by
the board

Horak, however, stated last Friday
that each supervisor had prepared his
own allocation plan. *There are areas
of differential, but not much,” Horak
said about the three members' initial
plans -

Overall, the [inal figures approved,
including funding from county
assistance funds, amount to 61.9
percent of request granted, Money
allocated lo the following groups was
100 percent of the total requested,
unless otherwise specified:

1983-84 requests granted
—§5,000 (62.5 percent of request) to
the Belle Plaine Fire Depl. for radio
communication equipment
—4£3.969 to the Norway Fire Dept. for
equipment and training

Thursday, Februory 16, 1984, Vinton, lowa
No. 095740, Number 69, Volume 115, B Pages

Supervisors allocate revenue sharing dollars

—$3,755 o the Newhall Fire Dept. for
equipment

—$636 to the Vinton Fire Dept. for fire
hose

—$5,000 (88.3 percent ol request) to
the Shellsburg Fire Dept. for equip-
ment

—&1,318 for the Dysart Rural Fire Co.,
for equipment and interest on a loan.

—$1,000, Garrison First Responders,
for equipment.

-$1,350, Van Horne First Responders,
for equipment

—54,770, Urbana Ambulance Service,
for equipment and education.

—5$4,000, (50 percent) to SEATS for
operation of three buses

55,000, sherifl’s dept. for a squad
car.

—$1,100, Benton County Health Dept.,
for wheelchairs

1984-85 requests granted

—$15,000, to HACAP, for operational
cosls

—5$10,000 (78.9 percent of request),
city of Vinton, for the dog pound,

—$3,000, RS VP, for administrative
costs for Retired Senior Volunteer
Program.

—$500, Belle Plaine Community
Center, for administrative costs.

—$10,000, Area Substance Abuse
Council, for substance abuse treat-
ment

]

—5$40,000 (72.7 percent of request),
Benton County sheriff’s dept., for three
squad cars, radio equipment, and
maintenance

—$47,000, county data processing
center, for maintenance, supplies and
aquipment.

—5§13,400, county auditor's office, for
maintenance on parcel numbering and
mapping, compuler software, and
revenue sharing administration costs

—$1,250, Garrison Fire Dept., for
equipment.

—54,000 (40 percent of request), Van
Horne Fire Dept.,, for fire truck
payment,

—§7,600, North Benton Ambulance,
Inc., for a defribrillator.

—§1,197, Newhall First Responders,
for equipment.

—58,500, Benton County Supervisors,
for courthouse repairs, and county car
expenses

Requests granted through county
assitance funds, instead of revenue
sharing:

—54,249, Benton County Extension
Council, for an Apple III Computer
(1983-84).

—5§6,500 (59.4 percent), Benton County
Soil Conservation District, for
newsletter, media kits, etc

—5$2,000 (66.7 percent), for Vinton
Public Library, for a copy machine,

it
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Néﬁpel: Soil a resource that needs protection

By BILL MARTIN

Times Staff Writer

VINTON— After a month and a hall as a
soil conservationist in the Benton Distriet,
Jerry Neppel can tell you there's no such
thing as *‘a typical day" at either the office
or in the field

Neppel, 22, graduated from lowa State
University last December with a Bachelor
of Science degree in Agronomy, the study
of crop production, land management and
climatology. A Soil Conservation Service

Continued from previous poge

out in the field, is spent "'staking out and
surveying for conservation practices,”
Neppel said. "In the winter there are
training meetings and [ make contact with
farmers for conservation projects.”

He got a good idea of what he'd be doing
as a soil conservationist during a summer
internship in Decatur County and was
recommended to be kept on for em-
ployment with the SCS.

““Thal had been with me for a long time
after 1 decided I couldn't really farm
myself,’' Neppel said. “With my earlier
experience in soil science, 1 became more
interested in it as I learned more about the
soil. I had a long drive to be with the Soil
Conservation Service."

The difference between the steps of
being a summer intern and a soil con
servationist are big ones

“As a student trainee, you aren't ex-
pected to know as much and what you said
wasn't necessarily considered to be right,”
said Neppel. “With the soil conservation
job, the farmers accept whal you say as
true because you are an employee of the
Soil Conservation Service. ‘I feel an added
pressure to be right with everything I say,
and there are a lot of regulations and rules
we have to follow.”

Those regulations and rules are the
same every soil conservationist in each of
the 100 districts in lowa -two in Pot-
tawattamie County and one in each of the
state’s 98 other counties ~must abide by.
Neppel has had no trouble following the
guidelines and enjoys living in Vinton and

employee, he is assisting the Benton Soil
Conservation District headquartered in
Vinton, assuming that post in late
January

He lived on a grain and livestock farm
until his junior year at Carroll Kuemper
High Schoal, when his family moved into
lown

Neppel's classes at college included the
required courses in Studying crops, sous
and agricultural meteorology and update
seminars, as well as "support classes,”

JERRY NEPPEL

which included animal science, chemistry,
biology, botany, English and speech

“"With my farming background, I always
was with agriculture and [ loved
agricuture,” Neppel said "I was in-
terested in soils and was on soil judging
teams in high school and college and liked
to work with the soil

“*Soil is a resource that needs protection
and | thought [ could do the best job with
the Soil Conservation Service."

With the degree he earned at lowa state,

Neppel's career options could also include
consulting for an agronomy firm or being
an agronomist for a farmer's co-op

The job he does as a soil conservationist,
developing conservation plans for farmers
who request assistance while training to
become a district conservationist, varies
from season to season and with the
weather

Part of the year, whenever he can get

Continued on next page

working with area farmers. I have had with farmers has shown me JERRY NEPPEL .
“I looked Vinton over and liked it, so I that they are progresswe._goud faljmers,. ual - .
came here,” he said. "'The experience that and pretty up to date with what's hap- every rarmer 13 wueren auu every ar- jarmer

l‘ll‘t

_.- -..ﬂ:dll.'iﬂf.' ﬂ.lﬂd Il_s (




—
10 Times, Vinton, lowa, March 19, 1984 H\\:

fqrmers need to initiate soil-saving measures

By DAVID STRABALA

Times Staff Wriler

VINTON— Benton County farmers who
want help with soil erosion problems may

need to dig up a more comprehensive
conservation plan, in this first year of the
lowa Soil 2000 Program

Dennis Duello, Benton County Soil

)
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Youth Leadership Program
sponsored statewide

VINTON— The Benton County Soil
Conservation Distriet annotnded that a
Youth'Leadership Program will'béco-
sponsored this summer by the County
Conservation Boards, Soil Conservation
Districts and Cooperative Extension
Services,

The statewide program is developed
for high school students who are in-
terested in conservation.

The Benton County Soil Conservation
District will sponsor one student’s
participation in the program, and will
pay the student's fees

Any high school students interested in
altending the Youth Leadership Con-
servation Program should contact the
Benton County Soil Conservation
District office at 1701 2nd Ave,., Vinton,
or phone 472:2161!

Two sessions will'be offeréd: June 25
o 28 at the State 4H Center near
Madrid; and August 6 £0 9 at the Con-
servation Educatlion. Center near
Guthrie Center.

e e  —

Various conservation careers and
topics to°'be covered include: geology,
soils, wildlife, forestry and waters.

Participants will be actively involved
in field techniques associated with
these careers.

College scholarships will be awarded
based on the results of a written
examination given at the end ‘of the
woﬂam_ 0 #y

A maximum of 50 students will be
allowed to attend each session. The cost
of the four-day and three-night
program is $55.

Conservation District Commissioner, says
the new cost sharing program will require
farmers to implement more soil saving
measures apart from those for which state
funds are granted.

“It's not going to be quite as easy to get
cost sharing funds. There are things
farmers can do on their own to help
themselves that they don't need cost
sharing for. Most of it has to do with tillage
and contouring,” Duello said.

The lowa Soil 2000 Program was
established in 1980 to provide educational
financial and technical assistance to
landowners for reducing excessive soil
erosion from all lowa land by the turn of
the century, according to James Gulliford.
director of the lowa Department of Soil
Conservation.

Duello said farmers applying for cost
sharing first must accept an informational
folder, outlining pertinent soil con-
servation information through graphs and
tables, as well as available assistance and
the obligations under lowa law. Then they
are given five years in which to spell out an
effective comprehensive plan for soil
conservation on all their land.

In past years, Duello said it was rare for
SCS officials to go visit the farmer about
conservation and 50 percent cost sharing
allowances. Now, however, applicants
“must at least listen to us before applying
for funds,' he said. _

Jim Brown, district conservationist with
the Soil Conservation Service (SCS) here,
says the distribution of educational in-
formation has begun in Benton County
during the last few weeks.

The Benton County SCS is concentrating
its 1984 efforts in the Buckeye Creek

“No-till demo set
at Hansen farm

BRANDON —

Bob Duelloe will

demonstrate no-till planting on
Thursday, May 3 at 9 a.m. He will plant
corn into bean ground using a John
Deere 7000

This demonstration will be held on
the Oscar Hansen farm, 3% miles norths
of Highway 101 on the Brandon
blacktop. All interested persons are
more than welcome.

Co-sponsoring the event is the Benton
County Soil Conservation District.

Watershed area, northeast and east of
Belle Plaine, Brown said.

About half the farmers in this 7,000 to
8,000 acre area have been contacted so far,
and Brown said he thinks rounds will be
finished before spring planting begins.

He said initial feedback has been mixed,
although most farmers are accepling of
the program.

""The majority feeling has not been real
favorable, and not real negative. They
know something has to be done ~most of
them agree with that." Brown added that
30 10 40 percent of farmers contacted in the
watershed area have expressed interest in
4 conservation program for their land.

Both Brown and Duello say many far-
mers need to know that erosion affects
their land more than is obvious.

Brown said results of a national survey
indicate most farmers think erosion is a
problem —"*but not on their farm "

Duello said, “We need the farmer to
understand that there's more soil loss out
there than he's aware of

“l think they really believe there's
something to be gained from conservation
measures, but they don't know how
much."’

Two of the biggest ways a farmer can
gain are through countouring and reduced
tillage, Duello emphasizes

“On minor slopes, contouring is looked
al as not doing very much good.” —but
Duello said many farmers would be sur-
prised to see the associated soil savings
presented on a graph.

Reduced tillage is particularly ef-
fective; it costs the least and has the best
results, Duello said.

<rop residue shields topsoil from falling
raindrops which would otherwise break up
the top layer of soil causing ‘‘sheet
erosion."’

The erosive effects of not leaving crop
residue in fields is difficult to see. Even if
You stand in a field during a rainstorm.
you may not see any topsoil being carried
away, Duello said.

The goai of the lowa Soil 2000 program is
to limit soil losses under “'T,"" he sald. The
letter stands for the rate of soil loss, in tons
per acre, which will not exceed the rate at
which the soil replenishes itself.

During 1983, Gulliford previously
reported that the program was started in
two pilot areas of eastern and western
lowa.

“Overall, pilot project feedback has
been positive,” Gulliford said. ‘‘Most
landowners realize that the soil con-
servation practices outlined in the folders
would be beneficial "'
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By BILL MARTIN

Times Staff Writer

VINTON— After a month and a half as a
soil conservationist in the Benton District,
Jerry Neppel can tell you there's no such
thing as "‘a typical day'’ at either the office
or in the field

Neppel, 22, graduated from lowa State
University last December with a Bachelor
of Science degree in Agronomy, the study
of crop production, land management and
chimatology. A Seil Conservation Service

employee, he is assisting the Benton Soil
Conservation District headquartered in
Vinton, assuming that post in late
January

He lived on a grain and livestock farm
until his junior year at Carroll Kuemper
High School, when his family moved into
town

Neppel's classes at college included the
required courses in studying crops, soils
and agricultural meteorology and update
seminars, as well as “support classes,"”
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out in the field, is spent “‘staking out and
surveying for conservation practices,”
Neppel said. “In the winter there are
training meetings and I make contact with
farmers for conservation projects.”

He got a good idea of what he'd be doing
as a soil conservationist during a summer
internship in Decatur County and was
recommended to be kept on for em-
ployment with the SCS

““That had been with me for a long time
after I decided | couldn't really farm
myself,” Neppel said. “With my earlier
experience in soil science, I became more
interested in it as I learned more about the
soil. [ had a long drive to be with the Soil
Conservation Service."

The difference between the steps of
being a summer intern and a soil con
servationist are big ones

““As a student trainee, you aren't ex-
pected to know as much and what you said
wasn’'t necessarily considered to be right,”
said Neppel. “With the soil conservation
job, the farmers accept what you say as
true because you are an employee of the
Soil Conservation Service, *‘1 feel an added
pressure to be right with everything 1 say,
and there are a lot of regulations and rules
we have to follow."”

Those regulations and rules are the
same every soil conservationist in each of
the 100 districts in Iowa -two in Pot-
tawattamie County and one in each of the
state’s 98 other counties —must abide by.
Neppel has had no trouble following the
guidelines and enjoys living in Vinton and
working with area farmers.

“1 looked Vinton over and liked it, so I
came here,” he said. “The experience that

W e

JERRY NEPPEL

I have had with farmers has shown me pening in agriculture.
that they are progressive, good farmers,
and pretty up to date with what's hap-

"One thing this job has taught me is that

ming situation is different," added Neppel.
“You have to work with the individual

every farmer is different and every far- farmer.”
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No-till demo rescheduled for May 9

BRANDON— The no-till planting
demonsration to be given by Bob Duello
on the Oscar Hansen farm has been
rescheduled due to wet weather

The demonstration will be held
Wednesday, May 9 at 10 a.m, on the
Hansen farm, 3'5¢ miles north of High-
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way 101 on the Brandon Blacktop
Duelle will plant corm into bean

stubble using a John Deere 7000. Any

interested persons are welcome

The Benton County Soil Conservation
Distriet will co-sponsor the event,
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Your Birthday
May 19, 1984
Partnership situations will work out
more fortunately for you this coming
year if you assume the leading role,
rather than the supporting one. Be a
leader, not a follower
TAURUS (April 20 - May 20) Persons
in step with your way of thinking will be
treated with warmth and consideration
today, bul those who disagree with you
won't
GEMINI (May 21 - June 20) You
could be quite lucky again today in an
drea where you were recently for-
tunate. However, gambling on the
untested will prove foolish.

PEANUTS by Schulz

CANCER (June 21 - July 22
volvements with friends will wor
pleasantly today if you hay
cooperative spirit, Being sell-se
will dull everyone's fun.

LEO tJuly 23 - Aug. 22) Try to
each person with whom you deal t
respectfully. If you're nice only to |

who can help you, your actions
betray you

VIRGO (Aug. 23 - Sept. 22) If yi
participating in a social sport
friends today, keep wagers out of
piclure. Betting could alter the ¢
plexion of the event.

~ LIBRA (Sept. 23 - Oct. 23) Finar
mdma_tnrs continue to favor you to
especially in joint ventures, but if
behave self ishly, you'll cut your maj
of profit.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22) You n
have to deal with someone today you
never completely forgiven
something that happened in the pi

YOV WERE SUPPOSEDR TO

THAT S RIGHT .. HANE

_BE A HARBINGER OF
SPRING, AND YOU MISSED
egr D%VIJ“MQ_@DNTHSE

YOUR HEAD IN SHAME ...

%
LUNK!

rd and certificate of
an of the Benton h

Five Ton &
rs of tne sustain

Plaine receives his nua_
from Stan Geiken, chairm
h was one of three winne

AWARD— Terry Ulch ol Be:Ic

- yation

achievement in soil cunsrrkm r
County Seil Conservation District. Ule

Soil Loss Award.
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field day
slated i
VINTON, Jowa — A '
/A g /7, no-till demensllratmr;
Codtan Vallyy Jomtts  5/23/¢4 et ;
s located one-half mile :
'E south of Brandon Fff
i 1 : The demonstration {
No-till demonstration set il hegn a1 10 311 |

sted for directions Lo

on Kent Miller farm June 1 the field

Miller will be demon-

v i ; i stra no-till by plan-

dewNTﬂh,_ A mno-till planting planting method by planting corn into :m,guczzg'n into last year's
monstration will be held Junelonthe last year's hay ground hay ground

Kent Miller farm, one-half mile south The event is being co-

of Brandon. The demonstration will The event is being co-sponsored by sponsored by the Benton

start at 10 a.m. and there will be signs the Benlon Co ; , s il C r-
; : " : ounty Soil Conservat County  Soi onse
posted fo; direction to the field. District. There will be coffee a;::; vation District, and cof-
Kent will be demonstrating the no till donuts served fee and donuts will be |
served
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Dime’s diameter gme——rr

denotes
disaster for
county’s soil

By JEFF BUTTS

Times Intern

VINTON— Imagine an acre of prime
Benton County farmland. Stand a dime on
its edge on the soil and push it in until it is
covered with dirt. Now visualize the soil a
dime's diameter deep has been ripped off
that acre.

Visualize two, maybe three, dimes'
diameter of topsoil off the field.

It doesn’t seem like much, but just one
dime’s diameler off the entire face of an
acre of farmland is the equivalent of 10
lons of topsoil lost and productivity
reduced.

That's how much damage the rains of
the past few weeks did to Benton County’s
bountiful soil, says District Con-
servationist Jim Brown of Vinton.

Some 25000 acres of Benton County
land— 7 percent of the total farm acreage
in the county— suffered erosion of 20 tons
or more per acre of topsoil during a two-
week period alone, Brown said.

Add to that total about 280,000 acres that
experienced between 5 tons and 20 tons of
soil loss per acre during the same period
and a lol of soil was eroded.

And if that wasn't enough, damage
caused in April downpours was even

Fields in several parts of Benton County have seil loss, ond

after early June rains, up to 25,000 ocres in the county

worse, Brown said. Many acres received
up to 30-plus tons of soil loss in that rainy
period, he said.

“The thing about the April rains was
that they were more widespread, while the
June rains have been more concentrated,”
Brown said.

The rain damage occurred mostly in the
northern part of the county, especially in
the Mt. Auburn area, where during the
period starting June 1 more than 10 inches
have fallen.

“l wouldn't call it a disaster but I
wouldn't call it normal erosion. It's not
that severe throughout the county to call it
a disaster,’"" he said.

“*Some farmers may disagree with me,
if they have a lot of damage,"” Brown said.

Not a whole lot of damage was reported
to the Soil Conservation Office in Vinton as
a result of the storms, Brown said, but one
farmer reported that water flowed over his
terraces, the resultl of a one-week, 9-inch
rainfall peniod.

lost 20 or more tans of soil per acre.

Damage that did happen was the result
of farmers planting across waterways.
And that loss came in tne way of soil, as
well as seeds, herbicide and fertilizer.

Taking into account that the average soil
loss in the county is considered to be 13
tons a year, the loss of 20 tons in a two
period is a great deal of soil, to say the
least, Brown said.

“If they lost that much in just one time,

Continued on next page
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Continued from previous page

1if you add that to the April period, that

~ ndeed a lot of soil lost,” he said.
- o1l loss of more than 5 tons may result
. ipplying more fertilizer because of the

noval of prime growing material.

1 a one-year period, 5 tons of topsoil are
- duced in the physical and chemical

isformation of soil lying beneath the

surface, Brown said.

It will take nature up to four years to | that they got very little damage after the

even begin repair of the areas of 20-ton soil
loss, he said. That is, if no other erosion
takes place on the same acre at the time
the repair is taking place.

Of course, farmers who have soil con-
servation practices on their land probably
didn't receive as much soil loss as others
who didn't, Brown said.

-'ﬂ-'_'——_=—=_"--;_= = - T
“Farmers who used no-till {as! fall found F

Contouring, which can involve alter-
nating crops with meadowland, grasses
and other grains, has little cost involved,

: 4 he said, while it cuts soil loss by up to 50
And while the washed-away soil is reent. .y

usually still somewhere on the farm— in a o-till conservation may not save as
ditch, stream or pond— the cost offimuch time and money, but the practice
dredging up the loss is more than prac{{ involves leaving crop residue from the

ticing some form of soil conservation, & vear hefore, cutting erosion significantly,
Brown said. . he said.

- | : g

rains in April,” he said.
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No-till demo rescheduled for May 9

BRANDON— The mno-till planting
demonsration to be given by Bob Duetlo
on the Oscar Hansen farm has been
rescheduled due to wet weather,

The demonstration will be held
Wednesday, May 9 at 10 am. on the
Hansen farm, 3% miles north of High-

way 101 on the Brandon Blacktop.
Duello will plant corn into bean

stubble using a John Deere 7000. Any

interested persons are welcome.,

The Benton County Soil Conservation
District will co-sponsor the event.
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No-till demonstration set
on Kent Miller farm June 1

VINTON— A no-till ‘ i
_ : planting planting method b i
demonstration will be held June 1 on the last year’s hay Ergwl::ﬂmung ¥
K[enBt Miﬂ:r farm, one-half mile south |
of Brandon. The demonstration will The ev i i
. ent is bein

start'tegl 10a.m. and there will be signs the Benton County E?mm i
pos fﬁ; direction to the field. District, There will be ff S

Kent will be demonstrating the no till donuts served, -
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LEO— Wayne Le

ing an average soil | _
hievement I o Eonsevaion from. rﬁemmen' Chairxien & o Bentl::: '::l:;t:’;l is the limit set by {he district as 1

sustained by maost

o of Dysart shows his award on his rural

oss on his entlire farm

soils without losing productivity.

No-till
field day
slated

VINTON, lowa — A
no-till demaonstration
will be conducted June 1
at the Kent Miller farm
located one-half mile
south of Brandon.

The demonstration
will begin at 10 am
There will be signs

for directions to
the field.

Miller will be demon-
strating no-till by plan-
ting corn into last year's
hay ground

The event is being co-
sponsored by the Benton
County Soil Conser-
vation District, and cof-
fee and donuts will be
served.
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No-till demo rescheduled for May 9

BRANDON— The no-till planting
demonsration to be given by Bob Duello
on the Oscar Hansen farm has been
rescheduled due to wet weather

The demonstration will be held
Wednesday, May 9 at 10 am. on the
Hansen farm, 3'; miles north of High-

.i"?ﬂ "f N P AP0 ik /)

way 101 on the Brandon Blacktop
Duello will plant corn into bean

stubble using a John Deere 7000. Any

interested persons are welcome

The Benton County Soil Conservation
District will co-sponsor the even!
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| work out  SAGITTTARIUS (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21) . o l
”hﬂ""“ a Lady Luck tends to favor you today Soil award N O/
sll-serving  malerially, but she might not be as 0770 4 g *" £ovn
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lytothose Relax and enjoy yourself at social . _VINTON, lowa
tions will  gatherings today. Subdue temptations Aprl [hree Benton County

) If you're
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‘No-till demonstration set

on Kent Miller farm June 1

VINTON— A no-till planting
demonstration will be held June 1 on the
Kent Miller farm, one-half mile south
of Brandon. The demonstration will
start at 10 a.m. and there will be signs
posted for direction to the field.

Kent will be demonstrating the no till

planting method by planting corn into
last year's hay ground

The event is being co-sponsored b

- § y

!h_e Benton County Soil €onservation

District. There will be coffee and
donuls served.

at the Kent Miller farm
located one-half mile
south of Brandon

The demonstration
will begin at 10 am
There will be signs
posted for directions to
the field

Miller will be demon-
strating no-till by plan-
ting corn into last year s
hay ground

The event is being co-
sponsored by the Benton
County Soil Conser-

vation District, and cof-
fee and donuts will be
served
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Soil Distrist
seats open

VINTON— The terms of two Benton
County Soil Conservation District
Commissioners, Roman Gardner of
Garrison and Don Weichman of Atkins,
will expire at noon, January 1, 1985
‘with successors to be elected al the
general election Nov, 6 of this year

Any qualified elector residing in the
soil chnservation district, which is all of
Benton County including its citles and
towns, is eligible for the office of any
one township. Gardner is from Jackson
Township while Weichman resides in
Fremont Township.

Prospeetive candidates seeking the
office of soll conservation district
commissioner must file pomination
petitions in the same manner as for
other elective positions listed on the
general election ballot. No political
party affiliation, however, is listed.

Nomination petitions can be obtained
from the county auditor's office. The
petitions, signed by 25 eligible electors,
must be filed with the county auditor at
the Benton County Courthouse no later
than 4:30 p.m. September 11

Individuals elected this fall will serve

(A term of six years commencing
January 1, Soil conservation district
commissioners serve without salary
and guide the overall soll and water
conservation program in the county
For further information pertaining to
the responsibilities of a commissioner,
contact the conservation's district

office here in Vinton at 472-2161
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Conservation
awards told

VINTON— Three winners, with an
overall champion, in local competition
of the 1984 lowa Soil Conservation
Achievement Awards Program have
been announced by the Benton County
Soil Conservation District

In the Owner-Operator Division,
Terry Ulch was tabbed tops. Ulch
farms 500 acres in Benton County's
Kane Township. He also farms land in
Tama County

The Willis Mathern Estate, with
tenant James Hanna, was named
winner in the Owner-Tenant Division of
the competition. Eugene Mathern,
trustee of the estate, livesin Muscatine,
lowa, while Hanna operates the 160-
acre farm in Bruce Township.

AWARDS

Continued on page 7

Awards

Continved from page |

Ross Wiley picked up top honors in
the New Cooperator Dlijvisign. His 140
acre far_m i$ located in Polk Township

Th_e Judging committiee chose the
Willis Mathern Estate with Hanna as
tenant as overall winner in Benton
County. The tearn went on to represent
the district in regional competition
which included entries from 15 counties
in east-central lowa,

The awards program is sponsored to
encourage better land use programs
and environmental control on farms in
lowa. Each farm was judged for land

adequately treated against soil erosion,
conservation practices accomplished
on the farm, community service, and
general farm husbandry,

The above winners will be honored at
the district’s annual awards luncheon
December. The state winner will be
chosen in December at the annual
conference of the lowa Soil Con-
servation District Commissioners.
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Soil commissioner
positions announced

VINTON, fTowa — Terms of two
Benton County Soil Conservalign
District commissioners will expire
Jan 1. New commissioners will be
elected during the general election
Nov 6§

Any qualified person residing In a
soil conservation district 1s eligible to
be a comrhissioner, except for people
in Fden, Benton and Taylor lown-
ships

Prospective candidates seeking the

Conservation
award winners
selected

VINTON, lowa — James Hanna ol
Bruce Township in Benton County
was the overall winner in the county's
(B X lowa Soil Conservation
Achievernent Awards Program

I'his awards program is designed Lo
encourage better land use programs
and environmental control on lowa
farms FEach farm was judged for
land adequately treated against soil
erosion, conservation practices, com-
munity service and general farm
hushandry

Hanna a tenant on the Willis
Mathern Estate, also won the owner-
tenant division for the 160-acre farm
he operales

Terry Ulch of Kane Township was
chosen as the winner in the owner-
operator division. Ulch farms 500
acres in Benton and Tama counties

Winner in the new cooperator
division is Ross Wiley, who farms 140
acres in Polk Township

These winners will be honored at
the district’s annual award luncheon

in December. The state winner will be

selected in December at the annual
conference of lowa Soil Conservation

District Commissioners.
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office of soil conservation district
commissioner must file nomination
pelitions in the same manner as for
other elective positions at the general
slection, except that no political party
is designated. Nomination petitions
can be obtained from the county
auditor

These petitions, signed by 5
eligible electors, must be filed with
the county auditcr at the Benton
County Courthouse no later than 4:30
p.m onSept. 11

Individuals elected in the Novem
ber 1984 general election will serve a
term of six years commencing Jan. |
1985 Soil conservation district com-
missioners serve without salary and
guide the overall soil and waler con-
servation program in the county

For further information pertainng
to the responsibilities of a com-
missioner, contact the Benton County
Soil Conservation District office, 1701
Second Ave., Vinton, lowa 5ZM8,
phone 472-2161
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To have it said that tons of soil are
being moved in lowa each year, one
mught invision bulldozers and dump
trucks pushing dirt from place to place.
The truth 1s however, through the natu
ral process of soil erosior lowa's top-
soil is moving by the tons in a virtually
inconspicuous process, leaving behind
it a depletion of the land’'s resourses.

In 1980, the lowa gene:-i Assembly
enacted legislation, chapter 467.62,
which established long-term abjectives
for the reduction of topsoil loss. That
legislation, as refered to by soil conser-
vationists as the lowa 2000 program,
provides educational, financial and
techrical assistance in accomplishing
erosion control goals by means feasible
and acceptable to farmers.

Efforts to educate area farmers by
lhe local soil conservation districts, the
lowa Department of Sail Conservation
and the USDA Soil Conservation Ser-
vice have lead to a greater awareness of
the soil erosion problem in lowa. They

-still have a long road to travel however.

Jim Brown, Benton county district
conservationist explains, "It's our pur-
pose to serve as an educational tool in
accomphishing lowa 2000 objectives
Our first step isto make people aware of
so0il erosion—then concentrate on a
conservation plan for the land they
own."

About soil erosion

Even though a farmer can't actually
see hive to twenty-five tons of soil move
trom his acreage to the next or into the
nvers and lakes, the stunning reality
shows that an lowa farmer can in fact
loose that much of his topsoil through
wind and rain condihions in just a year s
Lime

Soil erosion, as described by the
Cooperative Extension Service in
Amaes, 15 the "delachment and move-
ment of mineral particles and organic
material of the soil through the action of
water or wind': This means simply that
rainy or windy weather conditions are
responsible for maving the topsoil from
it's onginal location to another

During the rain, soil particles are det-
ached by the raindrop splash and dis-
lodged to follow run-offs moving
downslope. These run-offs often chan-
nel into rills caused by natural depres-
sions of the land or by farm implements
and can eventually deepen enough to
cut through the topsoil into the subsoil

As a result of this rilling effect, topsoil
particles will follow the natural water
courses to rivers and lakes or be depos-
ited in depressional sites, the base of
slopes or vegetated areas.

wind blowing over unprotected,”
uncovered ground is encugh to detach
soil particles and move them against
gach other. The wind will continue to
move, bump and dislodge the soil parti-
cles until stopped by an impediment of
some kind or until the wind stops blow
ing. Erosion by wind can move Ssoll
sometimes great distances from the
onginal source

“In this area, soil erosion by water 15
much more of a problem than by wind,”
commented soil conservationist Jerry
Neppel, "most generally however, if we
control a water eroding problem, awind
problem will also be controlied.”

Aftermath of erosion
A net decrease in long-term
productivity is one of the pnimary con-

sequences of sail erosion. Plant nut-~

rients and other organic metter are
removed from the horizon of the soil
surface; water holding properties of silt
and clay particles are displaced as well,
leaving less water infiltration and more
chance of run-off

To add to the side effects of erosion,
oftentimes traces of chemical pollu-
tants can be transported along with soil
particles. Plant nutrients, pesticides
and toxic metals introduced Iinto water
passageways through water 'soil ero-
sion I1s good potential for water
poallution

Accumulation of soil moved into dep-
osit areas can create adverse effects to
everyone as well. The clogging of
ditches and culverts, reduction of water
storage areas, destruction of aquatic
life, muddy water in recreational areas
and additional processing in_ water
treatment all add up to extra.expense
and time to all

About the legislation

In order for conservation districts to
achieve their erosion control goals by
the year 2000, three documents have
been developed in compliance with

Corteoy of e xulle Alovne lomeon)
v

" BENTON COUNTY
FARMER

Wednesday, Sept. 19, 1984

lowa 2000 outlines soil
conservation goals

Chapter 467.62 for distribution to farm
owners and operators.

The Conservation folder is a docu-
ment used at the beginning of aConser-
vation lowa 2000 program; describing
the process and educating the land
owner on what is expected. It includes
information of land topography, soil
composition and other necessary facts
concerning a particular farm unit

Within five years and when funding is
available, the conservation folder will
be replaced with an updated farm plan
for the farmer to utilize. It will then be
certified by the conservation district as
meeting with legislative requirement
and specify expectations of soil loss
control within applicable limits.

During the course of a year after the
completion of the farm plan, the owner-
Joperator must enter a soll conserva-
tion agreement in order to receive
eligibility for financial and technical
gssistance.

“The program is actually manda-
tory,” stated” conservationist
Brown, “however it has been designed
to be flexible enough to meet with indi-
vidual needs. There 1s usually no prob-
lem amending the conservation plans if
it is really needed.”
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Where to start
Much confusion has been noted by

land owners in finding the right conser-

vation agency to contact for consulta-
tion and advice on soil erosiwon. There
are many and all can help. As sug-
gested by Jim Brown and Jerry Neppel
conservationists, the best route to fol-
low 1s by contacting the local district
conservation office in your area. They
are able to inibate conservation plan-
ning and help the farmer locate techni-

" cal and financial services.

Made up of local elected commis-
sioners, the Soil Conservation Districts
(one per county), are there to serve
land owners on a one-to-one planning
basis. They work directly with the lowa
Department of Soil Conservation.

The |DSC agsists the district commis-

sioners with conservation programs,
financial funding and assigns state
techmical and clerical employeestothe
districts. This agency is not to be con-
fused with the lowa Conservation Com-

~mission-which prowdes sewvices, {or

state park and recreation facilities.
A technical agency of the USDA, the
Soil Conservation Service helps land

(Continued on page 2)
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CONTOURING — The Don Kozik farm outside of Belle
Plaine shown from aerial view with crops planted along the -

contour,
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CUTTING SOIL EROSION — A farm north of Belle Plaine
utilizes grass waterways to protect the soil from excessive
erosion during wet weather.

lowa 2,000. ..

owners and operators apply soil con-
Sérvalion practices to the land. This
agency works with both the IDSC and
local districts in developing soil ser-
veys, the monitoring of soil and water
services and organizes conservation
programs.
Soil conservation practices

Each individual farmer is faced with
his own personal level of soil erosion.
The conservation service as outlined in
the Conservation lowa 2000 folder, will
provide atechnical survey to determine
tne amount of soil loss and the type ot
soil conservalion practices recom-
mended to reduce it.

Things they look at are the type of
soil, type of tillage, crop rotation, type of
conservation practices already being
used, rainfall factors and general topo-
graphy such as length and steepness of
slope. The Soil Conservation Service
has done research and suggested one
or a combination of answers to the
problems facing the area.

—Conservation tillage can generally
reduce soil erosion by more than half.
No-till methods or slot tilling ground are

In
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effective because they leave more
residue and disturc' only athin section
of the ground. Strip till or till planting
opens only about 8-10 inches of ground
for planting and buries more residue
than in no-till methods.

—Terracing is a conservation prac-
tice that breaks the depth of a large
slope into several smaller ones. This
effect slows the speed of run-off and
destroys some of its power to break
away 'soil particles. '

There are three types of terracing:
the broadbase, where an entire slope
can be farmed, the grassed backslope,
with the steep backslope planted in
grass, and the narrow base, with both
sides of the terrace farmed.

—Contour stripcropping is particu-
larly favorable to farmers who can Ufil-
small grains and meadow on their farm.

It is accomplished by planting row'

crop, small grain and meadow on the
land’s contour between other crops.

Any kind of farming on the contour
can cut erosion in sheets or rills almost
in half. Planting grasslands along the
edges of a cultivated field also protects
the soil from run-off losses.

—0Other means of controlling exces-
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sive soll erosion like grass waterways,
Crop rotations and diversion used alone
or in conjunction with other conserva-
ticn practices, can greatly reduce the
topsoil loss in a farm unit.

—~Crop rotation is also effective in
relainmg surface soil, “There is less
erosion with a corn/bean rotation and
even less with a corn/bean/oat type
rolation,” explains Jim Brown. “Small
grains have a tighter root system—and
hold the soil better, However in some
cases It's not very economical to the
farmer,”

Financial programs available

The Agricultural Conservation Pro-
gram_ (ACP) is a federal program
financing a 50% cost share for con-
struction of permanent type practices
and incentive payments for no-till or
first ime contouring. lowa has a similar

Farm

“Carroll F. Zuber

oqf YU
Amana, |A
622-3814

Estate
Planning!

Phone Cedar Rapids 366-2721
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Genetic Engineering
Will Be Explored

The potential of the so-called
"Genetic Revolution” will be explored
on the Friday, Sept. 21, edition of lowa
Public Television's Market to Market
program at 8 p.m. Friday and at 1 p.m
Sunday, Sept. 23

Reports on the broadcast. hosted by
Chet Randolph, will focus on how
genetic manipulation can be used to
increase food supplies. The first of the
two-part series will examine the experi-
ments that promise to improve the
nutritional qualities of food, make
Crops more resistant to disease, insects
and weather — and make agnculture
less dependent upon chemicals for
productivity.

Those stories  and current news
about the food business can be Seen on
Market to Market on all lowa Public Tel-
evision stations including channel 11,
Des Moines; channel 12, lowa City; and
32, Waterloo -

-

state program called the Financial
Incentive Program

Loans for soil conservation practices
are available through FMHA, low inter-
est through private lenders in conjunc-
tion with the lowa Family Farm
Development Authority and no interest
loans through a state program. Infor-
mation on these types of financial
assistance can be obtained through
consultation with the Soil Conservation
Services.

Overall, an estimated 9.9 tons per
acre average are lost per year on the 26
million acres of lowa farmland. Legisla-
tion has been enacted to curb this valu-
able loss of topsoil and has provided
through the lowa 2000 program means
of technical and financial assistance in
accomphishing goal objectives,

Through the combined efforts of
farm owner/operators and the district
and state conservation departments,
the lowa 2000 program can be
accomplished. Perhaps in ime, the soil

eraosion of some of the finest farmland/

In the nation can be curbed and stab-
hized for maximum productivity.

Garth Bigbee
C.LU.
Marengo, IA
642-3788
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enton County Farmer
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{ Hannen Lake undergoes

erosion control project

One of the biggest advances taken
toward reducing the erosion problem
in lowa was the set-aside funding by the
lowa Department of Soil Conservation
for use in reddcing the amount of soil
moved into public lakes and rivers

The lowa Conservation Commission
then introduced the Publicly Owned
Lakes Program and set the guidelines
for potential recipient areas.

In 1982, the Hannen Lake watershed
area was one out of fourteen
watersheds approved to receive fund-
ing for soil conservation practices. In
the second year of the Hannen Lake
project, the program has undergone
some positive soil conservation alter-
natives and farmers have been
responsive .

“The project enabled landowners (o
install conservation practices at a lower
rate, commented district conserva-
tionist Jim Brown. “We still have an
anticipated two to three years work left
in the Hannen Lake area before we are
done.”

A watershed is primarily the topogra-
phical area surrounding a basin in
which water and sol movement 15
directed because of altitude into a
water body such as a lake. This would
include all property which has run-off
into the lake basins.

The Hannen Lake watershed 1s com-
piled of approximately 600 acres of
ground; 22% of it planted in cropland,
37% in pasture, 30% of it is park area
and the remaining 11% are roads,
timber and farmstead. “The cropland
ranges from 7% to 20% soil loss per
year,” said Brown. “This can be any-

FAM

where from 25 to 50 tons of soil "

Presently there are around seven lan-
downers participating in the Hannen
Lake watershed program. Wayne Rabe,
Henry Grunewald, Myron Schulze,
John Harder, Ed Fry and Kerns are a few
of the landowners making an attempt to
control the soil loss within the
watershed.

Wayne Rabe and Henry Grunewald
have installed terraces and built farm
ponds on their property to cut down on
the amount of erosion. Myron Schluze,
Ed Fry and John Harder farms have
installed terraces which cut the slope of
their ground and reduce water and soil
run-offs.

Area soil conservationists are con-
centrating on educating watershed lan
downers on other types of conservation
practices also.

“The strip-till has gained more popu
larity over the years,” explained Jerry
Neppel, soill conservationist, "however
some farmers are reluctant to try.”

“It's all a mattar of education,” he
continued, "many think ne-till methods
will not work for them—it just takes the
know-how and a positive attitude. It
really can work."

Other efforts have been centered
around the crop rotation method of
controlling soil erosion In the
watershed area. Rotating beans with
corn and later a season of oats greatly
reduces the amount of soil loss. |

As far as cost to the farmer goes,
actually there is a minimum of change
in expense to them using for example,
contouring or no-till methods. Terrac-
iNR 1S somewhat more expensive

IHSHIEHLQ

Keystone

BENTON MUTUAL INSUR_ANCE ASSC.

442-3413

TRAILERS FOR
EVERY NEED

ePull-Type
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o Utility

eBig Bale
eAluminum

Dealer
for
Keifer
Wrangler

| Two Used 7x20 Goosenecks |

SALES & SERVICE

Petersen Trailer Sales

Luzerne

Phone 319-444-3507 or 228-8534

intially and does require maintenance
and upkeep.

There are positive results, however,
from the installation ot terraces. In
some areas, particularly those with
many or steep slopes, terracing.is the
anly means of reducing the amount of
lost soil, Funding is available through
the watershed program to landowners
who comply with soll conservation
practices.

On no-till methods conservationist
Jim Brown made the statement, "It just
requires a different type of farm
management—an (nexperienced
farmer using no-till methods probably
can't do all of his acreage in the first
year,”

“By doing a small section at a time to
start, he can gain the knowledge and
experience it takes to make no-till a
common practice,”

Building and maintenance of ponds
to catch run-off are also somewhat of
an expense, However funding is allo-
cated for use in these practices as well.

There are advantages to utilizing soll
conservation practices, aside from the
obvious protection of valuable topsoil.
"With no-till methods, the farmer can
cut down on the amount of time in the
field,” commented district conserva-
tionist Jim Brown.

Page 3B

In the Hannen Lake area cooperation

by the farm owners/operators and the

technical and financial assistance
offered by the conservation agencies,
have together taken a big step lowards
reducing the soil erosion problem n
one of lowa's watersheds.

Blood Pressure

Atotal of 102 persons had blood pres-
sure readings taken prior to the annual
Farm Bureau supper meeting, Sept. 10,
at the Seven Villages restaurant.

Three persons were referred to the
public heaith office for follow-up blood
pressure rechecks because their dias-
tolic readings were 90 to 95. Eight per-
sons were referred to their personal
physicians with diastolic readings of 95-
110, although a single blood pressure
reading does not indicate hypertension.
There weré more men than women with
elevated pressures. The number of refer-

v rals was 11 percent.

A blood pressure reading consists of
two numbers. The diastolic number is
the bottom reading and the systolic
number is the top reading, ie, 140/90 or
systolic/diastolic. The systolicreadingis
the contraction of the hearl, whereas the
diastolic reading is the relaxation phase
of the heart
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Homer Showman, left, and farmhaond Dole Beatty show one of Showman's no-till bean

fields. Insects have eaten most of the trash

Showman takes out insurance
against soil erosion to assure
continuation of family farm

By LYN HANSON

Times Staff Writer

SHELLSBURG— Homer Showman's
farm has been in his family for about 130
years. And, when the time comes (o pass it
on o his children, he'd like to make sure
some of the rich black topsoil is still left

That's one reason he didn't plow his
fields before planting his corn and beans
this season

Showman has long practiced con-
servation tillage, but this is the first time
he has planted all his crops — except for
those in 20 low-lying acres — using the no-
till method

He had several reasons. Firsl, he got a
new planter, one that can be used for
either conventional or conservalion far-
ming. Second, he wantled to plant his 300
PIK acres lo corn, using trash from the
alfalfa and clover planted in 1983 to anchor

Conservation efforts extend into Showman’s grove of trees

By LYN HANSON

Times Staff Wriler

SHELLSBURG— For Homer Showman,
soil conservation doesn’t stop with his corn

and bean fields

His conservation efforts extend lo a
grove of trees he's planted around his
fields, to serve as a windbreak and,

eventually, as a habital for wildlife

The grove couldn’t break much of a wind
now. Planted just two years ago, the tallest
trees aren’t more than five feet high, and

Homer Showman stands by a pine tree he planted in his grove; it's one of approximately
1.000 trees that work against the wind with some 2,000 bushes

most are shorter
But by the time Showman's three pre-

TREES

Continued on page &
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the soil

Third, and most important, Showman
believes in the importance of saving the
s0il

“I'm more concerned with soil loss than
anything," he said. "'l want to be able to
pass on the good soil to my kids. People
will have to eat 100 years down the road."

Showman got his first exposure (o
conservation practices soon after he
received his degree in farm operations
from Iowa State University, Ames, in 1975
He worked for a farmer near Estherville,
who had used no-till for 12 years

Showman farmed on his own for awhile
near Manchester before moving to the
family farm soulhwest of Shellsburg - a
farm that was homesteaded in about 1834,
as attested by documents signed by Pres.
Franklin Pierce

During his first crop year at the
Shellsburg farm, in 1980, he saved soil by
contouring and using a Sidewinder. He
took the plunge into total no-till farming
this season, planting 300 acres of beans on
unplowed bean acres and 300 acres of corn
on PIK acres

The results have been every bit as good
as those Showman would have expected

from conventional plowing - n some
cases, belter
For instance, Showman's no-till ex-

perience this season showed that not all no-
till farmers have weedy fields

“To be honest, the crops this year are
the cleanest I've ever had,” he said

He used no more herbicide than he would
have used for conventional tillage; in fact
by changing brands, he spent less on his
bean herbicide program than last year

Showman applied herbicide twice - once
in April, about three weeks before plan-
ting, and again just after planting

Before planting the alfalfa and clover
fields to corn, he sprayed each acre with
two quarts of Bladex, mixed with water. In
the bean fields, his pre-plant herbicide
consisted of spraying two pints Dual, one
third pound Lexone, two-thirds  pound
Lorox and one quart crop oil

The spring rains activated these her-
bicides, and they eradicated most of the
weeds. But those which remained were
taken care of with his pre-emergence
applications:

—Corn— one guart Bladex, 1 quart
Atrazine and one pint 2,4,D ester, mixed
with 28 percent nitrogen carrier, per acre.

Beans— One pint Rival, one-third
pound Lexone and two-thirds pound Lorox,
per acre

Showman opted not to use no-till on one
field because it was infested with orchard
grass, which would not easily respond to
herbicide; he had to disc it under.

At no time, Showman said, did he have to
use Paraqual as an herbicide.

Showman concedes, however, that in-
sects are more of a problem in no-till fields
than in plowed fields, because the trash in
the fields provides an environment con-
ducive to insect breeding.

But crop rotation takes care of much of

the insect problem, he pointed out

“You may have to spray in the summer
if you have corn on cOorn acres, as I did, but
people who plow with a m.ul-:mnard have
the same situation,”’ he said.

And., if his yields are a little less than he
SHOWMAN

Continued on page &
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school-age sons are old enough to farm the
land, some of the pine trees will tower up
to 80 feel high, given a little luck and a lot
of care f[rom Showman.

He planted more than 1,000 trees and
2,000 bushes in the windbreak, in seven
rows each a half-mile long, with about 200
trees per row.

Trees and shrubs included in the wind-
break are honeysuckle, red cedar, white
pine, red pine, Norway spruce, pin oak and
red osier dogwood

The two outside rows consist of berry-
producing shrubs and dogwood. Inside
rows are planted with trees that will,
eventually, be very tall

Some of the trees were obtained from the
state of lowa, and others were purchased
from private nurseries. All were planted
by hand

Though Showman is a farmer by lrade,
he has a longstanding love for wildlife,
and, as his plants grow, he hopes they will
be used as a habitat by pheasants, quail
and other indigenous species

But the grove will also have the function
of cutting off the wind from his fields, and
serving as a natural snow fence in the
winter.

The windbreak is sort of S-shaped,
winding around his field

Much of the area where the trees now
stand was once pasture, while another
portion was once part of the Showman hog

operation and a third portion was once
part of the crop field.

Caring for the windbreak is a difficult
task, Showman said. Grasses must be
controlled with hand-weeding and her-
bicides, lest they choke the small trees and
shrubs.

And, cultivating the windbreak has not
been without its frustrations. Recently, he
planted hybrid poplars — which are sup-
posed to grow about eight feet a year — and
his hogs got loose and ate them.

But Showman says the windbreak is a
labor of love for him - an investment in the
future of the approximately 130-year-old
farm

Showman can point to trees in the farm'’s
grove and tell when they were planted -
when his grandmother was a girl, or when

his father was a boy

The farm, 6 called ‘‘Homer Narber"
farm, has been in the family since ap-
proximately 1854, when it was
homesteaded. The farmhouse was built in
1893.

Showman was born on this farm, but he
did not assume ownership of it until 1980 -
and before then, spent very little time
there.

The son of a missionary whose name was
also Homer, Showman lived in various
mission fields around the world, including
the Philippines and Labrador, in nor-
theastern Canada

“I never lived in one place more than
five years all my life,” Showman reflec-
ted. “If I stay here another year, I'll break
that record.”
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Continued from page 2

might have gotten if he'd turned the soil
over before planting, Showman isn't
complaining

If there is a yield reduction, I'd get it
back in reduced amount of machinery use,
reduced labor, reduced time in the field,
reduced fuel,'" he said

Any yield losses which Showman may

4 Times, Vinton, lowo, September 21, 1984

Harrison’s
corn is clean,
thanks to
no-till practice

“The cleanest corn we've had” is how
Dean Harrison of Garrison describes his
500 acres of no tillage corn.

For Harrison, who farms with his son
Pal, this is the first year that he has gone
100 percent no-till. He said that he has
experimented with no-till in the past but
last vear, when ha no-tilled 50 percent of
his land, convinced him that no tillage was
the way lo go.

He said that, even though there was a
drought, his no-till corn yielded 50 bushels
more per acre than that which had been
conventionally tilled.

Besides increased yields, Harrison also
said soil erosion is noticeably less. "'I'll bet
we didn't even lose a five-gallon bucket off
this ground,” he said pointing at some no-
till corn

He also said that the soil is looser than
before and that his costs are less. “We
used more diesel to chop 30 acres of hay
than to plant 500 acres of corn,’” he added

Harrison said that after he hauls manure
from his cattle operation on to the fields in
the spring and applies herbicide he only

experience this harvest may be due not to
his planting method, but to the lack of rain
in lale summer

I'he crops look good now, he said. In
about a week, he'll be ready to combine
beans

Even Showman's neighbors comment
that his fields look good. At least one plans
to try no-till, on a limited basis, nex! year

Dean Harrison, left, and his son Pat stand in their field of no-till

Some farmers are slow to change to no-
till, Showman said, because soil loss is not
a problem people can easily see

He said he does not favor laws foreing
farmers to practice conservation, though
he said that may happen if the soil loss
situation gels worse

“I'm fundamentally against govern-
ment regulations,"’ he said. "I get con-

corn. Harrison no-tilled all his acres this year, ond said his crops

has to make two more passes across his
continuous corn fields. The first pass is
with his four row John Deere 7000 planter
fitted with trash wipes, which also applies
starter fertilizer. The last pass is to
sidedress nitrogen

He said that he is going to sell all his big
machinery because he doesn't need it
anymore, “l1 don't think TI'll ever buy
another big tractor, Theonly thing we need

a big tractor for now is blowing silage.”

Harrison said that he hasn't spent any
more money on herbicide with no-till than
he has in the past. “It's the first time since
chemicals came out that I think I'm get-
ting the weed control that 1 paid for,” he
added.

Harrison applies a mixture of 2.4-D and
atrazine before planting at a cost of about
$15 an acre. He also had to apply a post-
emergence mixture of Banvel and atrazine
to an alfalfa field that had been planted to
corn

cerned when the government starts
mandating how we can and can't farm."”
But regulation may not be needed if
farmers turn to soil conservation of their
own accord which is what Showman
believes is happening.
It may seem like a slow process, but 1
think there's been a fundamental change
in the way people farm;' he said

are ‘the cleanest I've had yet.’

The county soil conservation office has
recoginized Harrison's conservation ef-
forts, which include terracing and tiling,
by giving him an award for having a soil
loss of less than five lons per acre.

Harrison said that he plans to continue
with no-till but he said he needs to find a
way to apply more phosphorous and
potassium without adding more (rips
sweross the field. He also said he would like
o find some other way besides side
iressing to apply nitrogen, which he said is
sontributing to some soil erosion
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Contest open
for soil
conservation

C\’INT{JE“{— The Benton County Soil
‘onservation District is announcing its
;_mnual poster contest for elementary
h:ugenls in grades 3 through 6. The
students must live in Benton C
be eligible vty
The theme for the 1984 '
contest 15 '
Conservation.' o
There will b2 two divisio |
- sions 1n the
contest, the first for studenits in the
thujd and fourth grades, the second
n:lillwsmn for students in the fifth and
sixth ﬂrqdﬁ Cash orizes of $10. $7.50
and $5 will be awarded in each division
Posters may be done in any medium,
and can be up to 22 inches by 28 inches
in size
The student's name, addr
: ess, phone
number and division must be 0?1 the
::s:ck of ill‘::t:1 poster. Entry deadline is
Nov. 7 of this year with
held Nov. 14 ey
Entries should be sent or taken to the
Benton County Soil Conservation:
D_lstr:ct office located at 1701 2nd Ave.
Vinton. For additional information,
contestants are urged to call the district
office at 472-2161
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Continved from poge 1

their district covers the southern tier of
the county, all eligible yoters .in the
county can cast a ballot for one of the

twio
Challenging for the District II
andidates

supervisor seal are two C
from Vinton. Dell Hanson, owner and
manager of a local implement
dealership, is the Republicans choice
having defeated Duane Johnson in the
June primary. Jane LaGrange, a City
Council representative here, is the
Democrats’' choice having bested fellow
council representative Richard
Schoonover in June
Two key issues of the supervisor's
elections are the proposed construction
of a new county jail and the formulation
of a land use policy [n comments
delivered at Candidates' Night here in
Vinton last week, all four believe a new
county jail is in the makings, first as a
mandate by state officials, secondly as
a way Lo avoid expense charges for the
transportation of prisoners
On the national level, Democrat Joe
Johnston of Tiffin 1S making a run at
Congressman Cooper Evans,
Republican n
Center, for
Representalives
trailing by double digits
In what many believe to
messiesl race
Jepsen |
Congressman To
sth Dist. are exc
paring records, an
names in hopes of gaimng a G-yea

Senate seal

m Harkin from Jowa’

indicate that Leland Schrader, Jr., is
ruaning unopposed, while William
Kerkman and Maynard Krug are vying
for the other open seat. Should Kerk-
man and Krug receive the most votes of
the three men, a special election may
have to be held.

“= 1t is a busy ballot, indeed, and while

most of the attention in the presidential
sweepstakes has been focused on the
tickets of the two major political
parties, there are six other presidential
candidacies, ranging from the
traditional team of Gus Hall and Angela
Davis representing the Communist
Party to the Big Deal Party candidates,
Gerald Baker of lowa and Ferris Alger
of Pennsylvania.

Other presidential dreamers are
Lyndon La Rouche (nominated by
petition), Dennis L. Serrette
(nominated by petition), Mel Hanson of
the Socialist Workers Party, and David
Bergland of the Libertarian Party
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retention on each

lowa Constitution, a
an Horne citizens if

be
of

of 12 judges, a vote for

one of two candidates for regional

=library lrustee,
candidates seeking
Ci PTiH{*I"r';ll 10m L‘.IHI'I.IIHHHNIWFS
The commissioner's race may
end Nov. 6 as a ballot error does

and two votes {or three
to become 5oil

not
not
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County
Soil
Conservation
Award
Winners

TOR DIVISION—Ross and Shirely Wiley were presented (he
ay's Soll Conservation award banquet

[EW COOPERA
LANDLORD / TENANT — The Winners in this Harold and Ruby Smith were winners of the Izaak N’ Cooperator Division award at Mond

category were Jim and Sue Hanna and Joyce and Walton Windbreak Award but were not available for a/the Vinton County Club

Eugene Mathern. the picture,
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L

¥

: teiey: : . Inin ore 1L TR =

OWNER-OPERATOR DIVISION—Terry and Gloria Ulch were awarded the RETIRING “:DM?‘“SSIUNEHS_“H“W“ e Entd ?“:d:::t:::lﬂzo:rfra fom ‘.*';ITTE;.MHDH“F_H!“’? Lyphout rece; : '
owner-operator award al the Soil Conservation award banquet on Monday. awarded special plagu2s at Mundu:_v 5 awardf hal:iluef.nr;ﬂ sl el -mm‘ lih”u::;tlrn thairman of the Bentog fmﬂ hf*_!'n:-il “’l"*irdshjp Award
Ulch received the award for the work he has done on the farm he owns and commissioner for 13 years and Weichman for 15 ¥ ; fld, cived the award for pig oulsian Sy Sail Canseryatjon Distriet

missioners’ duties is to encourage conservation through education.

operales, i o it
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Duello’s
black magic
! is seed of
| fertile mind

.n Planter rolling off
assembly line

the hydraulics work. Easy,

L
1
=
e
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By J. DAMON CAIN

Times Editor

VINTON— Denny Duello took a seed
of an idea, planted it in the lireless
study hours of three days and two
nights- most of which was without
sleep, and came away with a product
the Vinton farmer likes to eall, “*black
magic."

Magic it isn't, Geometlrics, yes, and a
certain improvement in planting ef-
ficiency. And what Duello invented is
now rolling off a farm machinery
assembly line in Shellbyville, Illinois

Officially, the product of Duello’s
fertile imagination and determination
is a bi-fold planter frame called the
‘“Black Machine."' Duello’'s design
allows a farmer to switch from the skip
row planting of soybeans in 15-inch
rows to the 30-inch row planting of corn,
all within a minute, all by hydraulics,
all in the field

Duello, admitting he was tired of
the same old planting methods of the

;
-?-“5‘_ ik

| e
Fot - p g,

HYDRAULICS— Adding hydraulics to the Black Machine planter makes the
switch from planting skip row beans to 30-inch row cornm a snap. Kenny
Williams. who helped Denny Duello build the first two prototypes, shows how

past, checked out what various im-
plement dealers had on hand, and

recognized the tandem or two-bar
planter as a direction he was most
interested in pursuing

Still, he said, the tandem bar sel-up
had a huge disadvantage. “*Half of your
planter investment was in the shed and
I thought what a waste that was. That's
whéen 1 began lo work with the
geomelry of it. Three days, two nights
and very little sleep later, I had it."

Duello tested his first prototype last
year, planting 600 acres and not en-
countering any problems.

"I convinced myself on paper that it
would work," said Duello, a confident,
headstrong and engaging young man,
41 years old. “Then, after the scale
model was built, | knew for sure. When
you see it work on a scale like that,
there's no refuting the results, and it
worked just like it was supposed to."

Duello's next step was to convince
farmers and manufacturers that the

INVENTOR AND FRIEND— Denny Duello, stan-
ding behind his plece of magic, got a good deal of help
from Kenny Williams in putting together this prototype

Cleveland Indians, said: "“Moving Ban-f:
He might have become a great pitcher

in baseball history.

planter would work, that it would unfold
from the stacked, 13-row planter for
soybeans to the longer, 12-row planter
for corn.

Duello and Kenny Williams, a former
farmer and {ormer employee at Hawk
Bilt here in Vinton, began work on the
second prototype. The first was without
hydraulics and required manual effort
to fold and unfold its wings. Because
part of the concept's atlraction was
with ils efficiency of time, hydraulics to
perform the folding was a natural.

That second prototype was hauled to
the Farm Progress Show in Fisher,
Illinois this past year, an ag-land
showcase for farm machinery. Duello
said the trip was made for two reasons:
first, he wanted to '‘test the appeal of
the product,” to see if ils umque
operation carried a value; and second,
to check farmers' responses, lo see
“how much of a market there was."

“The response at the Farm Progress
Show was overwhelming," said Duello.

— Line Fence Lil_lgu —- s
* Anyone who has been around radio and television stations knows that all fhe

rertuizer application bars, wagons and siz

hoists.

Duello chose P&H from a list of a
[llinois
company offered the greatest factory
capacity for getting the job done, had a

dozen bidders, saying the

. Si ";i y a )it 3

that will be on public display next Saturday. Duellv
invites all curiosity seekers out to his farm just east of
Vinton for a look at how the planter works.

Ruth to the outtield 1S a senous mMustage,
* All Ruth did was become the top slugger

“l1 was convinced that the planter
should be produced even in the stagnant
economy that we have right now."

And you can lake Duello’s word for it,
he's glad the hydraulics were installed.

“Once we got it set up we never shul
it down,'" he said. "'If we didn’t run it, if
we just let it sit there, it looked like
some strange piece of machinery and
people would walk right by. But once
we had it operating, then people look an
interest, lhey saw how il actually
worked. We figure we pul 43 years of
lifetime operation on it at the show and
we didn't have one bil of problem with
|

Since Black Machine's exposure at
the Farm Progress Show, it has been
receiving a good deal of attention from
various farm and agri-business
publications. One man traveled all the

MAGIC

Continued on page 7
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- m /1 i
; m:fdéer;rg ::ﬂg?ms. &t Denny Duello's request, pieced together a simple scale
e € Black Machineplanter, and it is shown, in its diffe :
olling ‘Bl ' 4 difierent stages of
- T‘;ﬂg‘:}mp Lﬂ bottom, memachinlﬂ through the use of hydraulies, folds from
3 b-e “Inch row corn planter into a compact, stacked 13, 15-inch
soybean planl_er. All in a minute’s time. £ g
The planter js rolling off the assembly line in Shellbyville, Ilinois

Partially unfolded (or is it partially folded

Continued from page 1

way from Indiana to take a look at
Duello’s invention and now the Vinton
farmer-inventor is in contact with some
700 parties which have expressed an
interest in owning a Black Machine.

In fact, Duello said, “People know
more about it in other parts of the farm
belt than they do here."

As packaged, the planter comes
equipped with the frame, hitch,
hydraulics, markers, lift wheels, gauge
wheels and cylinders, everything but
the separate planter units.

Black Machine is being manufac-
tured by P&H Manufacturing Company
of Shellbyville, Illinois, which also
manufactures bulk fertilizer spreaders,
fertilizer application bars, wagons and
hoists.

Duello chose P&H from a list of a
dozen bidders, saying the Illinois
company offered the greatest factory
capacity for getting the job done, had a

a ™

central corn bell location and was the

easiest to work with. Oh yes, Duello
added, P&H also offered to do the
contract work at the lowest bid

“That made it easy," said Duello,
indicating he would not have
necessarily gone with the lowest bid
had other [aclors Upped the scale
against P&H
Duello added thal the reasons he

decided to have tlhe manufacturing
done on a contractual basis were
several, not the least of which were: to
keep all aptions Open; contract
manufacturing was the most
economical route to Lake at the present
time; he didn't want to be stuck with a
big investment, “‘not that [ don't have a
sizable invesiment in this already';
and finally, with all of the idle plant
capacity present in the midwest today,
"I can have a lot better job done on this
custom - built."

So what plans does Duello have in the

[ - o
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bin? Well, for beginners, he, 2 brother
(Roger), and Williams are '.alr..mgq:nfd
placing phone calls to those prospect In:_*
buyers at his farm home a few miles
ast of Vinton \
Ha.‘:]u sweat off Willams' back, as he
has worked tirelessly alongside L_luelcEj:
in his venture. and vou can tell he's 3|.ltf~t
as interested in Black Machine s
Cess is Duello
Euﬁ'}.{‘::r:niswnham:s deserves a lot of
credit, " <aid Duello. “Had it nol h_r-r:r.m
for his help in getting the pr[11i}1?p$
readv, [ wouldn't have been prlpdllltu
for the Farm Progress Show umlh -“.;
project would have been delayed by

year,'

g “"“i Tals. .

A i

% at @ Farm Progreas Show,
7)1, the Black Machine was sturdy enough to withstand 43 years of use all in three days a o

Magicaso - DR

Later this yvear Duello will get back in
touch with Black Machine buyers and
ask for suggested improvements. He
plans extensive market research and
surveys, and plans additional ad-
vertising. He has other additionas to the
planter he may include in model No. 2

More immediately, however, Duello
is planning an open house next
Saturday, January 26, all day long at
his farm for all interested persons 1o, in
his own words, ‘“see a little black
magic.’ .

Magic? Well, perhaps. Geomelry,
really. And a seed planted in a fertile

mind
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DINNER—The 1ith Annual
Terra Chemical Customers
\ppreciation Dinner was held
lursday night at the Vinton
Country Ulub

\pproximately 225 people
attended the dinner and laler
walked around and visited 19
diplay booths featuring chemical
and seed supplies as well as a
booth from the Soil Conservation
strvice and Terra,

Pictured by the SCS Display
are (I to r) Jerry Neppel, Vinton:
Wavne Siela, Vinton; Jim Brown.
Vinton; Art McLaughlin, Terra
managel

Times photo by Mert Alpers
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USDA SOIL CONSERVATION SER

WORKING

o

BENTON

iy
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] The Benton County Soil Con-
r"f ) servation District is offering two

sUummer

Qﬂ'\ sponsorships for workshops this
L,

Tilllclge Show Draws

79 (A ¢ -C‘T'-*-- f‘,""..'_
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Benton Farmers

Evidence of Benton County Farmers'in-
censervation was their
number at the Eastern Iowa Conservation

terest in soil

I~

The first is a sponsorship of

o

) $150 toward the Outlook Pro-
gram for Environmental Educa-

y Hon  Enrichment. This is

¢ Program of one-week workshops

U for teachers at the Conservation

T:l Education Center in Guthrie

< LCenter

o The second is a $55 total

& Sponsorship for a high school

K3
_.k.

5

student to attend the Youth
Leadership Conservation Pro-
Bram, also in Guthrie Center

Contact the Benton SCD of
fice at 472-2161 for further
information

lillage Show at the Five Seasons Center in
Cedar Rapids in late January,

John Bergstrand, Route 2, Vinton, said,
5 an excellent show. I come everv vear."

"It

Bergstrand till-plants (the same as

100 acres of row crops. He'
nting for five years and think
got it perfected.

ridge planting)
been till-pla

he's

Inhn Ber nst rancd, Vint on, | T'it]f

}J|u|['

|Il’. 1ied

1t ) watches

I Duello (center) use a model to show

the f_'i]:u'L r1.‘1[':’1![1!_" works at

the Eastern

Towa Conservation lillage Show.

Soil Conser-

I F.I.'gJ'Ij_‘.lF'-
left): Jerry
and Rob

Hepresenting the Benton County :
vation Service at the Eastern [owa Conser-
vakion Tillane Show at the Ceda

Five Seasons Center were (from

Neppel, Duane Dostal, Jim Brown
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A no-till tour of the Dysart and
Garrison area in Benton County
will be conducted July 1 at 6:30
pm. The tour will begin at the
Lee Schrader farm. Participants
will view various forms of no-till
com and beans,

' Week of Sept. 8, 1985

Dave Upah

!!

Ofdﬁ'r Ualm Time Sept 17,1495
Poster contest announced by Soil

Conservation Dist.

VINTON— The Benton County Soil
Conservation District is anmnouncing its
annual poster contests [or elementary
students in grades 3, 4, 5, and 6. The
students must reside in Benton County

There will be two divisions Dwvision 1
grades 3 and 4, Division [1 - Erades 5 and
6. Cash prizes of $10, $7.50 and $5 will be
awarded in each division to first,
second and third places respeclively
Posters may be done in any media, and

can be up W 22"'x28" in size, The
student’s name, address, phone
number and Division number must be
on the back of the poster, Entry
deadline is November 8. 1985 'with
judging to be held November 13 1985

Entries should be sent or taken to the
Benton County Soil Conservation
District office, 1701 Second Avenue,
Vinton, 52349, Please contact the
District Office at 472-2161 for further
information

&tte Planie Llomeer dpecial Eaili st

lowa/Benton Farmer

Page 11

ASCS Payment Prompts
Upah To Try No-Till

It the $10/acre payment offered by
the ASCS for no-till planting is sup-
posed to bribe farmers into using the
tillage method—then in the case aof a
Belle Plaine area farmer, it worked
Dave Upah, who farms 500 acres east
of Belle Plaine, said that initially the
$10/acre incentive was really the main
reason he trnied no-till this spring.

Now that he has collected the maxi-
mum 3500 on 50 acres. will he trv no-
bl again? “"We'll definately try it again,
at least on corn following beans,” he
said. Upah said a savings in fuel and
other machinery expenses convinced
him to try no-till again

Conserving soil is also an added
benefit “We've always practiced con
servation, Upah said. He has notrced
no difference in weed control Insect
problems sor erosion between the 50

acre no-lll expenment and the other:

350 acres of crops that were put in with
more conventional methods.

Upah used his John Deere 7000
planted, equipped with two-inch fluted

coulters, to plant the 50 acres of no-till
corn. Anhydrous ammonia was applied
pre-plant into the bean stubble with a
special applicator at a rate of 120
pounds. Upah used a harrolw before
planting to erase the applicator marks,
s0 as not lo cause confusion when
planting

The only other difference at planting
time was the use of P and K banded in
the row instead of broadcast. Upah
used five pounds of Bladex as his only
herbicide. "| was real satisfied with the
weed control,” he said. Upah said he
used Bladex to avoid carry over and
parts of the 50 acres never needed
cultivation

Dave farms in partnership with his
father Bernard (he is retired). his wife
Chris and the help of one hired hand.
Upah has 100 acres in pasture and hay,
where his 50 head cow herd earn their
keep. Dave and Chris have two daugh-
ters, Chris, 7, Jenni, 4 and a son,
Daniel, 1

ﬂymma 10 ASCS f?fd-é’tf’f’ UK (1)
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lowa/Benton Farmer

Mark Jackson and Verne Schroeder

Week of Sept. 8, 198

Benton County Pair Find Way To Save Soil

When you talk to farmers about soll
conservation most will tell you that the
expense of putting in terraces, dry
ponds and the like, qust costs more
money than what is returned in better
yields. One tennant-landlord pair in
Benton county has figured out a way 10
avoid the high cost soil saving mea
‘sures and still practice effective con-
servation measures on their 160 acre
{arm north of Luzerne

Mark Jackson is the tennant, Verne
Schroeder is the landlord and stnp
cropping is the method they use (o pro-
tect the soil. Schroeder's farm has been
well taken care of over the years, so
they weren't concerned about rehabili-
tating the farm, just maintaining it

Schroeder's farm is moderately hilly
and is made up of a clay loam soil, with
areas of sand. The fields had been laid
out in 25 acre plots, which made it hard
for Jackson to farm on the contour. The
last several years Jackson and
Schroeder removed about three miles
of fence and had the ASCS lay the
entire operation into contoured strips

End rows were done away with in favor
of head lands that are permanently
seeded down

The only out-of-pocket cost was for
hiring a road grader to knock out the old
fence rows and grade the waterways
Schroeder paid for that and the rest of
the work was done by the two partneérs

Jackson follows an oats, hay, corn,
soybean crop rotation. | keepbeans off
of the hilliest places, though,” Jackson
said. Jackson raises hogs, butno cattle
so the hay crop is sold to a neighbor
Jackson said he noticed a savings in
fuel right away when the fields were
contoured. "'I'm never going up hill any
more," he said

Even though the ASCS had the fields
laid out on contour, they left the task of
starting the rows up to Jackson. How
did he know how to plant the fields to
avoid point rows? "l just watched how
the neighbors did it and it seemed 1o
work fine.” he said. Jackson was told by
the ASCS men that Schroeder's farm

was already within ASCS guidelines for ™=

: x?’f.‘(’a{.[._; A0 .

soil loss, so the new measures should
ensure good soil for the generations to
come

Besides their common interest in soil
conservation, both Schroeder and
Jackson are veterans of military ser
vice. Schroeder started farming after

/

world war one and Jackson when he
was discharged from the army in 1977
Although 160 acres is a small farm by
today's standards, it means enough to
Schroeder and Jackson to keep those
160 acres in place for many years to
come
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Need funds for conservation

effort? Try SCS and Brown

VINTON—Need financial assistance
for those big or small soil conservation
projects you've been putting off?

The-Soil Conservation Service (SCS)
and the Agricultural Stabilization and
Conservation Service (ASCS) may be
able to help.

According to District Conservationist
Jim Brown at the SCS, two cost / share
Programs are available to assist far-
mers with their soil conservation needs
“All the farmer has to do is come into
our office and inguire about it,”’ he said.

The ASCS offers federal funds that
will pay for half of the project, up to
$3500 each year. State funds which
come through the distriet com-
missioner, on the other hand, will pay
3 percent, regardless of the total cost.
Brown explained. But in either case,

proval before proceeding with the
project, he said

‘We'll design (the project) and come
up with a cost estimate,” he continued
But a farmer has lo qualify for the
funds as well “It's a matter of
qualifying on soil loss...not on income
or anything like that,"" Brown said

There's also a priority list. The
district commissioner will fund no-till
first, he said Next on the list are
lerraces, followed by waterways, and
then structures and ponds. The ASCS.

however. has a different priority list

Federal funds have been available to
farmers for soil conservation projects
since about the mid-1940s, Brown said
Slate funding has been available since
1871. On the average, about .180-200
pProjects are funded each year through
the cost/share program, with 120-130
of those farmers included in the no-till
pay incentives, he said. The pay in-
centives give farmers $10 an acre -up
lo 50 acres, or $500—for no-1ill farming
practices, he explained

Last July, -the distriet received S64
thousand dollars and according to
Brown, “it's the most we've ever had
However, about half of that has been
obligated already. “We usually use up
our allocation each year,”” he said.

With a possible four percent across.

JUs imperative to sign Gp and Bet ap- «the-board cut in future state funding,

Brown said it's a good idea to get
project approval early. The best lime 10
Sign up for state funding is around the
first of July, and the best time loapply
for federal funds is al the first of the
vear, he explained

This year, there are about 200-250
farmers in Benton County taking ad
vantage of cost /share funds. However.
I varies from year lo year," Brown
said Overall, participation in the
program has been good. “We use the
funds (anyway).!" he said

Cedan Vabley Tomes 9/30/35
f

Showman named overall district winner

VINTON— Homer® Siowman of Canlon
Township was named Benton County's
overall winner in the conser valion awards
Program

showman was named one of three
divisional winners as were Lee Schrader
and Cecil Fry and his tenant Dale Hagen

showman, who was named winner of the
owner-operator division, farms in Canton
l'ownship near Shellsburg, controling soil
losses using contouring, stnp-cropping,
and no tll systems. Last vear, soil losses
on his entire farm were at five tons or less
per acre PEr vear

schirader was chosen winner of the new

Results of no-till are for futyre generations, says Hiemstrg
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cooperator division. He farms in Florence
Township in the counly s southeast corner
He controls soil losses Using contouring

and no till
* iy alid Hagen also use conlouring and

no ull systems (o control soil losses on
Fry's farm in Taylor Township near
Vinton

As Lhe distriet's
showman is automatically
regional compelition

The 1985 lowa Soil Conservation Award
Program is sponsored to recognize betler
land wuse’'and environmental control on
tarms in lowa. The winners at the District
tlocal) level were selected from a list of
mominees in three divisions

overall winner,
entered in

Essay winners
told in
conservation
contest
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) VINTON— Homer™ Showman of Canton
Township was named Benton Countv’s
overall winner in the conservation awards He
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' Cecil Fry and his tenant [kle Hagen
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The 1985 lowa Soil Conservation Award
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land use and environmental control on
farms in lowa. The winners at the IDistrict
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Dostalcs i v S T e

Continued from previous poge

_"l.|.|1_-"li‘—". about 1.750 feel of them. The
Erassback -_‘.|_r|[_l- terraces are sleep on one
side, while the farm-over kind have
gradual slopes, Doslal explained. The
grasshacks are aboul hall the cost of farm
iver Lepraces because less dirl has o b
moved, he said

For Doslal, lerraces hiave proven 1o be
the hest melhod of soll conservation. The
rotation of crops 1s a st siep and ““the
easiest 1s conlouring he said

AS Tar no-till. '*1 haven't tried (it vet
Dostal said. With thal, vou ust go oul |
the field and plant No-11ll on bean ground
pwould be excellent, butl we don't gel the
lertulity i the right places yel he ex
plained

With soil conservation, Dostal has
reduced s soil loss [rom 16 lons per acre
per year, tosix tons pér acre per year. The
stale wants it down Lo four or five lons an
acre, so "'I'm almost at the limit they'd
like lo see.”" he said

For other [armers interested in soil
conservation, Dostal said they should
check wilth the So1l Conseérvalion service
iSCS). or the Agricultural Stabihzation
Conservalion Service ASU There are
[unds avatlable he said, State and

federal funds in the form of grants helfy

farmers, showing lop [HIHr'.r‘.' cover half
theat I;_'|"I||1'r'! < actual cosl

Although money’s hard to get these days
for a lot of farmers, soll conservalion has
definitely caught on in Dostal's neigh
DO T O ey re domg a ;h‘-'”'-. decent
ioh around here.”' he said. Infact, '] thank
Benton County is rated pretty high

Our [arm 1s a lot belter now than when

we |!1--I'.|_-". on i1 lil'l'!.!ﬂ' -;J:|,[1|'.u+-d
L |rh'1l|' sl conservalion l 'l ii:‘.'l-'f'
gulleys. " With it, he gels the water where

he wanis il—in the ground

“TL ook a [ew vears Lo do il, bul we've
gol excellent vields now Distal said

In the long run, soil conservation seems
to be something [armers can bank on
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Terracing is the first thing Duane Dostal took care of 30 years ago.
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Soil Conservation poster winners
named; local students named

VINTON—Judging was difficult again
this year in the Annual Poster Contest
sponsored by the Benton County Soil
Conservation Distriet for 3rd, 4th, 5th
and 6th graders throughout the county.

Poster themes cenlered on spil
conservation, and on Wednesday, Nov,
13, the district commissioners came up
with the lollowing results: In division I,
(3rd and 4th graders), first place went
to Adam Schrader, a student in the
Dysart-Geneseo Schools, Mike Saun-
ders took second place, and third place

went to Jeremy Kreutner ; both students
in the Vinton community schools

Shellsburg students captured all
honors in Division 11 (5th and 6th
graders). First place went to 'i'lli,‘!]l'l,l}'
Estling, second place to Zachary Vin-
ton, and third place went to Janet
Drahos

In addition to casn prizes for the
winners, 11 honorable mention cer-
tificates will be awarded by District
ConservationistJim Brown, and one of
the district commissioners in Lthe next
few weeks,

@" Aok f’(n_.{'f:,- Ll "13,’/ .
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During the recent wet weather,
larmers have found that no tilled
lields have been easier to harvest
Farmers have reported that they
could not get into the fields that
were planted with conventional
Lillape

This points out oane of several
reasons why no-till row Cropping
has been Increasing over the last
lew vears

If you are planning to no-till
next spring, compaction and di ep
ruts left from fall harvest mav
present a problem. The Benton
County Soil Conservation District
offers the following suggestions

First, if the wet spots and ruts
are minimal, or only on flat areas.
consider spot chiseling or disking
instead of working the entire
lield

Second, if complete cultivation
5. necessary, leave as much
residue on the surface as possible
To do this you may want to use a
paraplow or simular equipment, or
switch from twisted shanks to
two-inch straight shank chisels
This will help eliminate compac-
Uon and leave residue on the
surface for erosion control, These
tillage operations should also b
done on the contour

Judging was difficult again this
year in the annual poster contest
sponsored by the Benton County
Soil  Conservation District for
third, fourth, fifth and sixth
graders throughout the county
Poster themes centered on soil
conservation

In Division 1 (third and fourth
graders), first place went to Adam
Schrader, a student in the Dysart-
Leneseo Schools. In second place
was Mike Saunders, and third
place went to Jeremy Kreuter:
both students in Vinton Commu-
nity Schools

Shellsburg students captured
all the honors in Division [I (Fifth
and sixth graders). First place
went to Wendy Estling, second
place to Zachary Vinton, and third
place to Janet Drahos

In addition to cash prizes for
the winners, 11 honorable men-
uon certificates will be awarded
by District Conservationist Jim
Brown and one of the district
comnussioners in the next few
weeks
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A gully by any other name is
still an eroded ditch; program
reverses fate of land

By BRAD HICKS

Times Sall Wriler

VINTON— Lillian Lewis called il a ditch
Benton Counly Sail Conservationist Jim
Brown called it gully. Now. you can call it
Bone

And others can call there gullies pone,
tao. All they have to do is gel a hold of
Brown and he can find out if the other
gullies qualify for the kind of help Lewis
received

Lewis, who lives southwest of Vinton,
owned a stretch of property that was being
dominated by a gully, or a ditch if You
rather. Bul Lewis contacted Brown and
now the siluation has been resolved

Brown coordinated a construction
project with Erickson Trenching and Mahr
Construction of Vinton, to build a grade
stabilization structure. which included the
installation of a 72-inch risen pipe along
with a 54-inch conduit Lo allow water Lo

move through the area w ithout eroding the
land

The area had a gully wash ' Brown
said, It was losing 68 tons of soil per year
where we built the structure Il was
slarting to eat into the cropland

The project began last April and ended in
August. It has been deemed a success, The
soil loss rale was cut all the way to two
tons per year

“Time will tell, bul | ligure it's going to
work,”" Lewis said “If what they have
done works, then the project will have
been salislactory. '’

Brown says the best way to go about
getling construction of this natyre done 1s
to contact the Soil Conservation Service in
Vinton

First of all, contact us. The place to go
for this work is to come to us

Continued on next page
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JOHN’S TIRE SERVICE

303 1st Ave. - Vinton - Phone 472-2111
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ON THE FARM SERVICE :
PHONE 472-2111 |
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Before, the land was dominated by this ditch and
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And the final result was g conservation package that
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will allow cropping.
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the land was being washed.
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Continued from previous poge Of course, there are areas which are supposed to do, it will be successful But in these days of soil loss and
unsuitable for this type of work We used to just live with these gullies. decreasing land values, it is imperative
“From there, we may have lo do some “I wouldn't say every gully should have They didn’t used to do things like this way that soil losses are diminished, Farmers
surveying to see whal type of structure one of these It is all based on what the site  back when, Of course, | didn't know today cannot afford to have crops washed
would best fit the area can use. '’ anybody else who had a ditch thal needed down a gully. Or a ditch.
“‘After that, we'll see if the project would Lewis says if the project does what it is  [ixed up like that one."
qualify for cost-sharing funds. 'iIlliI.I.lilili.l.llililtli BoECNONONONONCNONONONONANONOINONsNONONSNONONONONONO NN NN

“Then we can find the contractors and
build it

The lime to contact Brown may be now
No work can be done in the winter months
because of the frozen ground, It took five
months to complete the project on the
Lewis property, but that could be cut if the
surveying could be done this fall

The type of project used on the Lewis
property cost $10,000, with around 30
percent of that coming through cost-
sharing funds.

Brown says there are several criteria to
qualify for the malching funds, but the
kicker is that the project should decrease
soil loss to five tons per acre per year.

Other types of structures which would
help the property owner decrease soil

AFFORDABLE

Ty STy

eroslon would be a pnnd or a concrete :1 e BIGAANTI-FREEZE' 53495 13 AP SOLAR® BIGADATTERIES ame guaranioed with
structure according to Brown por gal COOLANT Catrosion BATTERY CHARGER a 50~ or BO-manth himsted Saryice wai- 33‘..; e
T \ 5 4 T protaChon or all Coging has rugged steel case and sasy o read ranty. Mosl populal appbcatons; pricas 2'GUArt  haest protechan and lubicat
It litfpl.‘l‘l(i’ﬁ on what the site looks like, yy¥lam matals — including aluminum! Pay metars. Meels of vcoeds UL ANSI ang inchude mxchangs ol oid Baneny ' T rriouyaty
Brown said ‘‘We have to find out what will only 51 49, than get $1.50 mad-in rebate OSHA specticabons #1010 $44.98 (50 mo | $49.95 (60 mo ) T S e

work hl-.‘_',‘j-l Limul 2 peld’ CLISIOMEE

The type of structure used on the Lewis

property is ona 165-acre watershed. Brown

says it will directly affect just three or four

acres, but could also help the drainage

' areas directly below the project by

regulating the amount of water which is
flowing by the structure

“But all 165 acres wouldn't be protected

We figure two or three acres above the

structure would be affected and the

potential is for four or five acres to be

protected directly

e FIND THESE SPECIALS AND MANY MORE

AT IE"‘:i
= G & G AUTO PARTS A\
AUTO PARTS

HOURS:
207 W. 3rd Street Monday - Friday 7:30 A.M. - 6 P.M.
Vinton Saturday 8 A.M. - 1 P.M.

THE FIRST LETTER IN AUTO PARTS
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AWARD RECIPIENTS—During the annual Benton County Soil Conservation
Awards Banguet held January 22nd at the Tara Hills Country Club near Van
Horne, several area couples were named winners in the Conservation
Achievement Awards Program. Pictured here (above left) are Me.and Mrs.

MORE WINNERS—Also during the banguet, Mr.and Mrs, Dale Hagen of
rural Vinton fabove left) were selecled as the award recipients in the Land-
lord Tenant division (Cecil Fry, owner), Thev alsa received the distriet @5

Times, Vinton, lowa, February 21, 1986 5

Homer Showman of rural Shellsburg who were winners in the Owner-Operated
division, They were also the recipients of the district **5 Ton™ award. At the
right are Mr.and Mrs. Lee Schrader of rural Dysart who were declared winners
in the New Cooperator division

Ion" award. At right, Mr.and Mrs. Keith Beatly of rural Shellsburg were given
the Windbreak Award, sponsored by the lzaak Walton League.
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| Call for conservation essays ~~~“

VINTON— The Benton County Soil Conservation District is announcing
Its annual Soil Conservation Essay Contest for students who live in Benton
County. The topic for the 1985 contest is “Soil and Water — Our Lifeline

Eden Mutual Insurance Company of Vinton is co-sponsaring this contest
with the soil conservation district. and they are offering cash prizes. Local
contest entries will be judged by the District Commissioners. and the win
ming entry in each division will advance for regional competition

Contest rules are as follows:

1) This contest is open to all students who are residents of lowa, Junior
division - grades 6, 7, and 8; senior division - grades 9, 10, 11 and 12. En
trants must compete in contest conducted by the soil conservation district in
which they reside :
| 1| 2) The essays will have a maximum of 500 words (minor conjunctions and
prepositions will not be counted)

31 All manuscripts will be handwritten by the compeling student,

4) The essays will be judged on orginality, aptness of thought, and ac-
\Ucuracy of information Overall appearance and correctness of grammar and
" punctuation will be included in the judging : _

3] Atitle page will be provided by the soil conservation district for use by
competing students. A list of reference materials used for the essay must be
attached to the manuscript

6) The state winners will be asked to read their essays al the Annual
Conference for Soil Conservation District Commissioners in Des Moines

Entries in the Benton County Soil Conservation Essay Contest should be
mailed or brought in to the soil conservation district office across {rom the
fairgrounds, at 1701 Second Avenue, Vinton. Ent ries must be in the office by

May 30, 1986

i
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Karpisek, Wichman win essay contest

lTH&?.['.pSII\ﬂE“r'E- Several young counly = Jill Ulch, also from the Belle Plaine each division First place winners will
;;nll?‘:- -..tere reprt:sgntedl in the II_HH—G Jumior high, took third advance to Regional Competition.

‘1}1 'ﬂmf"'r_"a“u'? Essay Contest. This : The Benton SCD Commissioners were
conlest was sponsored at the local level Laurie Ann Wichman, a SPrINE  very impressed with the quality of this

by the Benton County Soil Conservation graduate of Benton Community High

District and Eden Mutual Insurance.

In the Junior Division, for 6th to Bth
graders, first place honors went o
Ryan Karpisek, a student at Dysart-
Geneseo School Karpisek was also the
1985 winner in this division. Second
place went to Kris Prichard {rom
Lincoln Jr High in Belle Plaine, while

School, took top honors in the Senior
Division for 9th to 12th graders. The
second place winner was Mark John-
Son, also of Benton Community High
School, Kevin Posekany, a senior at
Belle Plaine High School took third
Prizes of $20, $15 and $10 for each
respective placing will be awarded in

year's entries and also pleased that
more students entered They send their
congratulations to the winners and
thank all participants

VINTON— The Benton County Soil
Conservation District would like to
announce the winners of the 1986 Iowa
Conservation Achievemen! Awards at
the District level

In the Owner-Operator Diy 1sion, Dave
Schirm was selected. He also is the
overall winner to represent the district
in regional competition. Schirm has
installed a terrace system and contours
all his eropland. This controls his soil
losses at live-eight tons / acre/ year

Viclor Koster is the 1946 winner in Lhe

New Cooperator Division So1l losses on

L e e =

Schirm, Koster, Swailes and
Upah win Awards

his farm in Leory township averaged
only five-seven tons / acres . year and
4re controlled by contouring, grassed
walerways and no till planting

The team of Jean Swailes and Dave
Upah are winners in the Uwner-Tenant
Division of this contest, Tenant Dave
Upah has assisted with changing the
farming practices to include con-
louring, contour strips and no til]
planting, This team has soil losses on
most  fields down to five ton
S/ acre, year or less,
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Hanna, Schirm,

Siela approved
for soil posts

v BRAD HICKRS

lNmes Edito

NMMESNEMWS Volers n
Benton County approved three
members for the Soil Con
servalion Camimission in
Tuesdav's general elechion

James B Hamna Jr. ol rural
LaPorte City and David L, Schirm
of Garrison were elected to full
terms. Hanna collected 1,260
votes and Schirm received 1,458
violies

Wavne G, Siela of Vinton won a
seal for an unexpired term with
1. 240 voles

I'he fimal vate Llallies are
subject to ratilication DY  a
canvass of the voles

All three men ran unopposed

s yjf'(‘{i,.f:n

District donates money to program

INMESNEWS— The well abandon-
ment program i Benton County re-
ceved a shotin the arm last week, cour-
icsy of the Soil Conservauon Service
(SCS)

A donation of $1,000 was J_1I_.LL‘;?'[-'_'LJ
last Thursday by Benton County Sani-
tanan Marc Greenlee. The money has
been donated by the Soil Conservauon
district at the suggestion of vice-chair-
man Wayne Siela (o further promote the
well abandonment program, headed by
Greenlee

Fhe partial tunding of well closures in
the county began a week-and-a-halfago
according o Greenlee. The well aban-
donment program is funded by a $4.900
grant {rom the lowa Department of
Natural Resources (DNR)

Crreenlee onginally apphed to the DNR
lor tunds 1o st and close wells in the
county m October of 1989, and the state
lunded over S10,000 of the 516, (0X) re-
quest, In mid-June, he received confir-
mation of the grant, lotalling 54,900 for
well closures, and 55,200 for the testing
of wells

Une mibal payment of 51,500 has
been received from the state, and the
remainder of the grant money will be
paid by reimbursement, Greenlee said.
One well has already been closed in the
county, but he added the majorty of the
work will take place later this year as the
construction scason slows, Much of the
preliminary work lor the closures has
already been done, he explained

“I'mnotsceing a problem with spend-
ing the money,” Greenlec said. The
51,000 donaton has been placed in a
special account by Greenlee, so it can-
nol be absorbed by the county’s general
lund

[he donation from the Soil Conserva-
lon Scrvice was praiscd by Greenlee

who saud 1t was a positve sign that an
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Check

Marc Greenlee, Benton County Sanitatian, left, receives a check lrom |
Wayne Seila, president of the Benton County ConservationDistrict, to |
supplement the well abandonment program within the county.

limes photo by JelT Holmes

organization with the same goals had
recogmized the need for the well aban-
donment program and had contributed

The donaton was approved unani-
mously by the SCS Board of Commis
sioncrs at an August 14 meeung. The
money was laken from funds raised by
the sale of SCS calendars, and according
10 Rhonda Saundcers of the SCS ollice
another $1,00X) has been sct aswde by the
commissioners lor the program al it s
needed

According Lo arecent survey, as many

as 35,000 abandoned wells exist in the
state of lowa. The closing of wells pre-
vents the groundwater supply from being
contaminated by bactenia and silt,

Most abandoned wells are closed by
placing a scalani at the water level, and
then filhing the well with sand or crushed
1 (] ) 1

In Benton County, residents with a
qualifying abandoned wellcan have 505
arup 10S520K) ol the costolc lll\l]!,:: awell
paid for by the well abandonment pro
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OPEN HOUSE
AT USDA OFFICES Open house

VINTON— The Agricultural Stabi-
) lization and Conservation Service, Soil
sep,e'”ber 5"' Conservation Service, and Farmers
Home Administration want to remind
you o attend their open house Thurs-

The Agricultural Stabilization And Conservation

Service, Soil Conservation Service, And Farmers Home day, Sept. 5. S, .
Administration Announces Plans To Hold An Open Tours of the new office will be given
House At Their New Offices Localed At 1705 West D throughout the day. The offices are lo-
Street Vinton. cated at 1705 West D Street. Vinion.
The Offices Will Be Open For Visitors From 8:00 AM to
4:00 PM . Tours Of The New Offices Will Be Given

' Throughout The Day.

CEDAR VALLEY TIMES

MYSTERY FARM

>
q
%)
£
t~l
:
E Dave Schmelzer, R.R., Brandon accepts his *100 from
Mert Alpers for his 1st Place Entry.
S B | ID PLACE - *75 3RD PLACE - #50
N onom b aa | 110 Brown, Vinton Mike Saunders, R.R., Vinton

SCII:OI?EE}‘IE‘E)m T being presented with a check THANKS To All WHO ENTERED OUR
Larry Driscoll (left) of Watkins is shown bein

for $250 from the Benton County Soil and “f:‘“” {{fll'l}it"l'"_a[lfm. nﬂ*:rtllfl: MYSTERY FARM CONTES'I'
Commission. Presenting the check is Wayne Siela, V I[U-C]jljill'llhli‘n:; i

District Commission Board. To be eligible for the first _nm.r a:zir [.]“H : _E

student must be a resident of Benton {.'uum}" and must use .l |l. ? “il ™
for studies in Resource Conservation. Driscoll is prE!:f‘nl_I}.' iny n.u" “' <
the Water / Waste Water Management Program at h:rlirunnd College
Cedar Rapids. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Beckett.

Caddar (hllety Tirmes
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ATTEND DEDICATION
Wandschneider, Agnes Luze and Lee

— Paul Berry,

The Prairie Grass Is Seeded,

Will Take Years To Mature

The Dysart-Geneseo Com-
munity School Prairie Nature
Center was planted on Friday,
June 20, with the cooperation
of the Tama County Conserva-
tion Board. Ralph LeFevre
brought the Tama County Soil
Conservation Service's Truax
planter, which is designed
gpecifically to plant the large,
light, chaffy praine grass, to
Dysart from Toledo.

The prairie seed was
purchased from Natures
Way, a small business in
gouthern lowa. Grasses
seeded included big bluestem,
little bluestem and
switchgrass. Prairie flowers
planted include cornflower,
black-eved susan, partridge
pea, blazing  star and
rattlesnake naster

The seed is fairly expensive
because it is collected by hand
from native lowa Praire
plants. A number  of
community organizations
contributed funds toward the
purchase of the seed. These
groups include the Twentieth
Century Women's  Club,
Eastern Star, Masonic Lodge
and the Dysart Federated
Garden Club. Benton County

Schrader all were

Dysart-Geneseo Prairie Dedication held Wednesday, Sept. 10.

Dysart-Geneseo Dedicates
The Prairie Nature Center

Club. Jill Uhlenberg from the
N.(; Board of Education, Lee
Schrader
County

Roard, Rodney Kavalier rep-
resenting Kavalier Implement

Wednesday, Sept. 10,
the Dysart-Geneseo Com-
munity : School dedic ated the
l‘r.-nru-r MNature Centet

A welcome was gIiven by
Master of Ceremonies FFA
President Kevin Meier. High
school speech student Lisa
Fowler ;nr---;--i'-.h-fi a poem,
'E’r;ill'r'lr_'_' written 'II]. state
ecologist Dean Roosa, Super-
intendent Robert Crouse
'-.;.-."li-j-- about the early [owa
and the p!‘ﬁf’_ of fertile

On

praine
-l.l':'.
Emily

Weekl ¥

Eikamp and Tracie
recognized
community groups who con-
tributed to the prairie project
ri"]'lTi‘--r.'F:I.-|.T';'~.'l-"-
reci -]"1‘|].-'_r_':1 |.]L-:'|;1uir|21 A ganes
Luze and Lucille MeConnell
fTOIm tllgl' !I:‘u sart :.-rllitil"h {1l'll]'
Shirley Wandschneider from
Fwentiet h LCentury

Community

Order of Eastern Star, and all
the members of the D-G FFA
chapter. Bob Etzel from the

Broughton

father

other

the Benton

(Conservation

from
Soil

Paul
Dysart

Ascalon Lodge,
representing

In

SUng

County Co vation

hand-carved, hand
the praine
designed by Charlotte
and made by her

Darold Martin, of oo

conservationists, to
tlers who discovered the gift of
rich soils beneath the prairie
ETasses,

munity
future, we dedicate our Praine
MNature
prairie
where

touch and cherish the past.”

accompanied all
‘America the Beautiful” was

The

: : ed by the entire D-G student
office was also recognized 10T a4y

his t'“"‘.’['—- on [hl.' E?T" -'E|
['he

. Evervone 18
painted sign for

I"I{.. Lo
prui.rit' Flowers
black:

pariridge peas

Women's

.Utll:“'-[ 1.It".:""fl.
The title the sign,
Prairie Nature Center,” was
chosen 1n an ,:]l-'él.'hli'}!'ﬂ contest
which was won 5}_‘-' Cherub
Vogeler, Funds for
were donated anonymously O]
an interested community
[ii.1'”'|h|§".F

for

Charlie Trunck ].']Tt"-'-t'.'I'lll'ii
the following dedication
hundred
ago, lowa was in
heartland of tall-gre
over thirty millio
our 2, Today few aci

fifty
the

5 prairie

Uver one

YEINTS

prairie ramain

cate our
istructed

Heatit
r Deaull

small piece ol re
prairie, graf ] |
ful siFn

I'o the st CANS,

Indians

the

who '[r'.."'--'.

Soil Conservation Service
donated the switchgrass seed.

The Garden Club also
helped in the obtaining of a
small grant from the State of
lowa Operation Wildflower
Project.

The prairie seed bed was
prepared by the Dysart-
Geneseo FFA Chapter under
the direction of vo-ag advisor
Irv Meier. Kavalier Imple-
ment provided the use of a
new 8010 Allis Chalmers
tractor, Harold Burhenn
donated the use of his
cultimulcher and the Richard
Krafka family donated the use
of a lawn sprayer. Larry
Winkelpleck donated the use
of his disc while Brian Pippert
donated the use of his plow to
turn the ground over. Keith
Rieks field cultivated the
prairie.

It will be two to three years
before this stand of praine
grass and flowers is mature.
In the meantime, the prairie
area will be maintained when
necessary by mowing

At the end of the summer, a
new sign will be installed at
the prairie site southwest of
the elementary building.

Rodney Kavalier, Jill Uhlenberg, Shirley

community representatives at the

the set-

to the students and
of this com-
present, and

citiZens
pask,

May this
museum
amell,

Center
be a living
we [Mmay see,
the band
}Jr-r'-=-_u_-nl as

closing,

dedication was attend-

staff. and interested

members of the commumnity

corchanlly 1nwvit-
developing
now in bloom
susans and

yvisit the

y el

=%
P

PREPARING
Meier is cultimulching the
Elementary School. Meier is

ool L Rl

BT
o

— Vo-Ag Advisor Irv
Prairie at the Dysart-Geneseo
driving the AC tractor donated

by Kavalier Implement and is using the cultimulcher donated

by Harold Burhenn.

CHECKING OUT THE SEED — Warren Wagner, left,

Cathy Wieck, Mary Ann Greg
are checking the prairie see
Elementary School in Dysart.

;AN gl 3

ory and Ralph LeFevre of Traer
d before it is planted at the

SEEDING PRAIRIE — Ralph LeFevre of Traer ls shown

geeding the prairie at the Dysert-Geneseo Elementary School.

The tractor and planter were
Soil Conservation Service.

furnished by the Tama County



LETTERS TO THE GAZETTE

Drive responsibly

There are many of us in lowa for whom
Christmas is not only a season of great joy but
also a time of greal sorrow because a member of
our family is no longer with us.

Our 2|-year-old son was killed June 16, 1984,
in an alcohol-related crash. We are all victims,
His family, whose hopes and dreams have been
shattered, his friends, for the lost camaraderie,
the community, whose hope for the future rests
in our young, and last, the driver and his family,
for their lives have also been altered as he waits
with uncertainty for what the future will bring

We teach our children that as adults they
must accept responsibility for their actions. But
accepting responsibllity after the act, no matter
how commendable, does not alter the events.
"I'm sorry” never fixed a broken object when we
were children. It also cannot bring back a human
life once it is taken from us.

Responsibility must be something we accept
before the damage is done. Be responsible
enough before you take that first drink and know
what your limits really are. In memory of Rab,
we, his parents, his wife and sisters, would like
to wish everyone a very happy and safe holiday

Bob and Linda Hoskins
2734 Hindman Rd., Marion

Grief shared

At this holiday season, it is difficult to express
gur thanks to the 1,000-plus friends who lent us
support when we lost our son, Andy, in a car
accident three weeks ago. God has been good to
us. He let us keep Andy for 16 wonderful years
that we enjoyed very much, and he blessed us
with an abundance of good friends and relatives.
We're still receiving cards and calls telling us
weTe in their thoughts and prayers.

We wish to give credit and thanks to the Ely
Fire Department and the Lifeguard Air Ambu-
lance crews for their rescue attempts and
unheralded support, And we also want to thank
the many co-workers at Quaker Oats and
Rockwell-Collins who not only contributed
generously to Andy’'s memorial fund at Prairie
High School but also offered their love and
concern. Equally important were all of the cards,
letters and notes we received from Andy's
teachers, [riends, schoolmates and teen-agers
who had known him only briefly.

How do you find the words that adequately
express gratitude for everyvthing that has been
done? Friends asked what they could do, brought
groceries, prepared food, took care of our home,
sent flowers, plants and over 400 cards. They
also offered many prayers and took time out of
busy schedules to let us know they cared.

We were aware that over a thousand people
visited the funeral home to view Andy and
express their condolences. In spite of our grief,
we were proud and awestruck to see St
Ludmila’s Church completely filled; even the
aisles, steps and basement. Over 90 vehicles
accompanied us to the cemetery; more than 400
people shared a lunch with us that was served by
more church friends

Although our hearts have been shattered by
the untimely death of our beloved son, wé are
very much aware that many others share our
loss, Perhaps our appreciation for everyone's
support can best be expressed by quoting Mas-
sieu: "Gratitude is a memory of the heart." Our
hearts shall be eternally grateful to one and all

Katie and Jim Miller
Rural Route, Ely

Ready to teach

Few educators will argue that certification
guarantees qualification, a view consistent with
that expressed in the Dec, 7 letter, "Teacher
cerfitication.,” Most educators do feel, however,
that certification is essential for teachers in lowa
public and private schools, Certification ensures
that teachers have attained a basic level of
preparation not only in content areas but also in
that body of unique professional knowledge
which enables us to make decisions reparding
diagnosis and prescription of appropriate teach-
ing and learning strategies

The latter is critical. It is the difference
between a mathematics teacher and a mathemati-
cian, a history teacher and a historian. It is the
difference between a teacher and someone who
has been taught.

The writer's point about low salary raises a
related issue. She is absolutely correct that “it
isn't worth spending a semester (or more) and
several hundred dollars for more) to qualify for a
$14,000 job." Until compensation is raised to
make teaching an attractive 'career option, the
issue of certification will remain secondary.

If lowa wanls its students taught in excellent
schools staffed by certified teachers in every
classroom, all districts in the state must raise
salaries to attract and retain quality people into
the teaching profession

Feg Dunlap, president
Cedar Wood Uniserv Unit
1625 Fifth Ave. SE

Cold wait

Concerning the Drivers License Bureau in
Marion, several years ago my son and | went
thepe for his driver's license testing. It was a very
cold day, and the heater on our car had quit on
the way to town. When we asked about the
driver's test, the lady who was to give him the
test snapped for him to bring the car "up front,”
as she was not going to walk out to the lot to
start the test

So my son went back out to bring the car "up
front.” She went to the back of the room and
poured hersell a cup of coffee and sat eating a
roll and chatting with the other women there, It
took 12 minutes, with my son waiting out in
front, for her to get around to giving him the test.

When | commented about the coffee-drinking
delay while he waited in the car, the only thing
she said was, "Tough. If you don't like the way
we do things here, file a complaint.” I thought
any complaint would not have gotten past the
first trash can, so 1 didn't file one

I, for one, find it difficult to teach my kids
respect for the law when we have these kinds of
people in charge and wearing uniforms, which
should be respected

Daniel D. Mahoney
Toddwville

Keep conserving soil

I was shocked when | read the Gazette article
Dec. 11 stating the opinion of State Rep. Avenson
on the soil conservation cost-share program. If
Avenson believes that the program isn't used
much anymore, he should maybe take a closer
look — out in the country. Where did he get his
information?

I live in Benton County. Each year the Benton
County Soil Conservation District receives an
average of approximately $66.000 in cost-share
funds. Each year the district also has requested
additional funds to supplement the regular
allocation. Since 1981, less than 8 percent of the
money received has been turned back to the
Department of Soil Conservation, unused,

As to the allegation that only rich doctors and
lawyers use the program, only three individuals
receiving cost-share funds in Benton county were
either doctors or attorneys in the last five years

It is true that farmers are facing tough times
The majority of landowners are hesitant to spend
large amounts of money on permanent soil and
water conservation practices when they know
that they will get no monetary return. The
benefits of such practices are earned in the

Tuture “They accrue not to the individual making

the initial investment but to future generations
as a whole, in less pollution of water sources and
continued productivity.

Protecting the soil on farms will ensure
productivity, and thus economic gain for future
farmers. This in turn will ensure food for the rest
of us poor sods. Remember, Ethiopia was once a
fertile, prosperous country. Severe erosion iIs in
direct proportion to a state's or a nation's
prosperity

When so many are willing to spend their own
money on something which will ultimately
benefit us all: 1 say we must continue to meet
them halfway.

Becky Clark
Brandon
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African aid

On Thanksgiving Day, 1985, 175 syndicated
cartoonists across the country demonstrated
their support for the starving by devoting theis
comic strips to the worldwide tragedy of hunger
Unfortunately, the majority of the nation's
newspapers, including The Gazette, fell far short
of helping to spread. the relief message
According to Time magazine, Dec. 9, 1985, nearly
2,000 newspapers carried the cartoonists’ rendi-
tions of hunger on Thanksgiving, vet only 300 —
less: than one in six — published the advertise-
ment by the cartoonists asking readers to send
donations to U.S.A. for Africa

The mass media have been a tremendous
vehicle in drawing attention to our world's
hungry. Britian's Band Aild and US. Live Aid
could not possibly have raised $84-plus million
without televised concerts and radio air play of
the music. Now it's time the press did its part
Publishing those cartoons without an address to
send donations was like broadcasting a telethon
without flashing phone numbers, or conducting a
walk-a-thon without sponsor sheets

I am by noc means pointing a finger solely at
The Gazette. | am disappointed in every one of
the 1,700 papers that didn't encourage donation
— especially those papers in your own state.
Among the Des Moines Register, the Cedar Rap-
ids Gazette, the lowa City Press:Citizen and the
Waterloo Courier, only one — the Waterloo Cou-
rier — printed the donation address along with
the cartoons. For any readers moved by Snoopy's
empty dinner dish or Beetle Bailey's sergeant’s
airmailed turkey, The U.S.A. for Africa address is
6420 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1900, Los Angeles,
Calif. 80048,

Heather Luse
LI.S.A. lfor Africa
Los Angeles

Untouchable gravy

The term “military-industrial complex,” often
heard lately, sugpests that we should he
reminded that it does not refer just to generals
and corporations but includes every person who
profits, directly or indirectly, from the military
budget. This includes in-this city not only every
Collins employee but every merchant and
employee and, as Harry Bovd wrote in an
editonal years ago, The Gazette

Many communities look at this
money coming into them as a right -
like a community Social Security — without
regard to whether or not the military or the
taxpavers get any benefit from the expenditure

military

something

The President’s Private Sector Survey on Cost
Control (the Grace Commission) reported that
there are 4,000 military installations in the
United States, but only about 300 are really
needed. The Pentagon agrees. Every year since
1976 it has submitted a budget calling for closing
some, Every year Congress puts funds for these
unneeded installations back into the budget,
despite all their clamor about military spending
The cost each year for these excess bases is
about $2 billion

Knowing this, it is discouraging to discover
that the Gramm-Rudman act, epacted Dec. 12
which is supposed to lead to a balanced budget in
the future, contains a specific provision that the
Pentagon is to reduce spending but is forbidden
to close any bases

David W

2138 Grande

Prudden
Ave. SE

Imprison for life

The Gazette article Dec. 15 attempting to
generate concern for prison "lifers” probably
won't strike many responsive chords among
Iowa’s citizens. It's too bad these men's lives are
being wasted, but they have only themselves to
blame

At a time when the public is demanding fewer
commutations and paroles, the article appears to
sympathize with the convicts' hope that appeals
by devious attormeys will free these killers on
some technicality. You quote one as saying, "l've
got it set in my mind that I'll get some play on
this appeal. They'ré poing to cut me some slack, |
think [I've got a chance to get rid of this first
degree."” He's referring to first degree murder.
How else can you categorize blowing a woman's
face off with a shotgun during a robbery?

Another convict says he and his fellow "lifers"
are in prison because, "Most of them got caught
because the crimes they committed, they
committed in the heat of the moment.” This
whining excuse comes from an animal who
kidnapped a girl at gunpoint in a K-mart parking
lot, drove her to his rural home, tied her hands
and legs, raped her, loaded her back into his car,
drove to a remote area, struck her in the head
with the butt of his gun, stabbed her twice with a
hunting knife and left her for dead in a ditch

This sequence of events had to cover a fairly
long time span, and the puy seems to have
previously armed himself with a gun and a
hunting knife. Does it sound like "heat of the
moment’ to. you!?

When 1 reflect on the terror and pain that his
victim experienced, 1 can't feel much sympathy
for him. He may not have the freedom to do
evervthing he wants, but he's warm, dry and
well-fed and has TV in His cell. He's taking
college courses and the taxpayers are supporting
him, He's getting better treatment than he
deserves

He hopes lowa will get in line with less
conservative states and begin releasing its lifers
much sooner than it now does. I think you'll find
a lot of grass-roots support for lowa to lead a new
trend in the opposite direction. A life sentence
should be for life

Dean S. Vamer
4417 Pine View Dr. NE

Wrong values

In the aftermath of the tragic killings in
eastern lowa, we are being bombarded with
explanations as to the cause. Citizens and media
alike have come up with enough garbage the past
few days to fill a dictionary on the topic,

Reagan caused it, the bankers caused it,
economics caused it, the moon was tipped the
wrong way. And now these new farm psycholo-
gists (they can't get jJobs anywhere else) have
descended on us like a bunch of paratroopers
with pseudo-explanations ranging from stress to
depression to hippocampal discharge

Mav 1 offer an altemate explanation? May |
suggest that the real problem here is sin? The
Bible says, "Do not lave the world or anything In
the world." If we love our farms, our cars, our
homes or anything more than we love God, it is
not surprising that we would kill for them. But a
person with the love of God in his heart would
still experience abundant joy in the face of trials
Paul and Silas were joyous while chained up in a
prison cell. And Job lost everything, but still he
praised the Lord.

I will be accused of being overly simplistic at
beést and a Bible-thumping fanatic at worst. |
won't receive any calls from Ted Koppel or
Melissa Wells. But that's OK. 1, too, could talk
like the intellectuals, using enough buzzwords to
make it sound as if I really knew something. You
see, my socioeconomic background was such that
it led to erratic contingencies of reinforcement,
resulting in sub-Oedipal complexes which
Forget it

Jim McNeish
lowa City

Retain local review

As members of the Clarence Nursing Home's
Care Review Committee, we wish to protest the
survey of Dr. Karen Conner, associate professor
of sociology at Drake University. This survey is
designed to assess lowa's nursing home care
review committee system and to possibly replace
these committees with state ombudsmen,

We feel it would be a mistake to replace the
local committees, which meet in their communi
ties' homes and visit with all of the residents on a
regular basis, with 16 state ombudsmen, who
would attempt to provide these same services to
every home in lowa. Implementation of this
program would undoubtedly result in a great
disservice to those who reside in our homes

The local committees presently consist of
individuals who have an interest in the homes
and the residents and who are willing to serve
voluntarily in this capacity, We feel there would
undoubtedly be many costs involved with the use
of ombudsmen — not only hiring but also travel
and administrative. Who will pay these costs?
The taxpayers? And why, when we have a system
that works and is close to those it serves?

We believe the best job can be done for the
facility by local community representatives and
not by state employees, Nursing homes in lowa
do pot need any further state control

Don E. Johnson
{and [our other commitiee members)
Clarence

Good restoration

When | saw the new Paramoun! Theatre
marquee, it brough back pleasant memories, My
dear father, Mike Kellaney, worked at the theater
some £2 vyears. He started shortly after
theater opened

;
the

He would be very proud of the redecorating
and the new Paramount marquee. My congratula

tions to the committee and all the workmer

Mema Gaffey
-

407 26th St. St
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LONG SHOT! The panoramic pholo above, sent in by Owen Neeves of Burlington, Wyoming, shows a threshing crew of Burlington farmers

and ranchers who traded ol work. ““The photographer came from Basin, 25 miles away, just to take that picture,”’ Owen recalis
“I'm BO years old now and raise catlle. But when this photo was taken, | was 23—I'm the one in the shirt on the threshing machine!"

The Way It Was...

When Harvest Was a Handful!

IT'S THAT TIME of year again in farm fields all across rural America—another growing
season is drawing to a close...and another bountiful harvest is under way.
Years ago, farmers couldn’t harvest the vast quantities that mammoth machines make - by

- f
£ i o

possible today. They had to rely on the help of many hands to get their crops in. A
But harvest in the “old days" yielded up its own bounty, one of never-to-be-forgotten Fa L
moments. Luckily for us, a few were recorded on film and tucked into family scrapbooks. COACH OF PUMPKINS. ' This crop was
The long-ago photos from readers in this special two-page edition of “The Way It Was" harvested on our farm in 1920," says
stretch back as far as three-quarters of a century...but recollections of the way harvest used to | M. Richard Worman of Inavale

g : : : - : Nebraska. "My husband’s uncle is driving
be still shine as bright as a gleaming new combine in a sea of golden wheat! the wagon." Looks like that pumpkin next

HOW WAS IT? If you'd like to share an old farm photo, and the story behind it, send it to | to him was a bumper crop in itself!
| “The Way It Was"', Country People, Box 643, Milwaukee WI 53201. We'll pay $25 if we use your
photo and story! (Be sure to include a self-addressed, stamped envelope for the return of your photo.)

FAREWELL PHOTO. Custom harvesters still spread oul across the country, but years ago gianl combines weren't standard! "' This
is the way it was in 1916, in the days of the steam threshing machine, when the crew carried the cook shack from job to job,” says Omville
Giersch o! Tescotl, Kansas. ""This crew had linished for the season and—suitcases packed—was ready to leave for home.”’

recollects Mrs. Homer Shepherd of
Allerton, lowa, “'hay was mowed with a mule-
drawn mower, then raked and pushed up
to the stationary baler and pltched by hand
Then it was time 1o have a picture taken!”

CORN OFF THE COB. “This pholo shows
my husband with our 1915 corn crop,”
writes Jessie McLinden of Marion,

| Kansas. ''I'm 92, and | can remember horse-
driven corn shellers. | can also recall

my dad selling shelled corn for 5¢ a bushel!”

Country People
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TALL DFIDEFI "Back when our family Iu.rcrd in the Salmon River area of Idaho,

this 15 how we stacked hay for the winter,”

says Helen Flynn of Asotin, Washington

"“This picture was taken around 1910

I'm afraid we've lost track of who

| the men were " By the look of that haystack, though, they obviously were hard workers!

" Lot

| CUSTOM CARAVAN.

This crew of harvesters was photographed in aboul 1919 near
Howell, Nebraska," Mrs. Conrad Heer ol Sedalia, Missourl remembers. '"They were an their
way to Colorado next." From the way they're bundled up—even down to a blankat

over the engine of that old Model T—it appears winler was last on their heals!

BALING OUT. "Before the big balers came along, this is how we pul up hay on our
farm in Lee County, lowa," writes Geraldine Stice of Lewistown, Missouri. The loose hay
was raked and lifted to the wagon, where one man would pitch it lorward—

anyone who's ever gathered hay that way isn't likely to ever forget it!

- aw S B

""""f.a.

STEAMED UP. ''My uncle owned this Frick steam engine,” relates Mrs. Cleon Reese

ol Watsontown, Pennsylvamia, "“and he'd go from farm to farm to thresh. This

picture was taken about 1908—notice the dirt streel I'm now 76, but | recall my uncle
| lifting me up at day’'s end and allowing me 1o blow the whistle until all the steam was used!”’

September/0October 1985

| taken in 1927—Pete was very proud of his mules.

MULE POWER. Years ago, mules provided the ‘horsepower’’ on some farms—such as the
one above, recalled by Gerrit Harms of Clara City, Minnesota. "“"That's Pete Frost,

who farmed near Minneota, Minnesotla and picked his corn with mules. This piclure was
.he farmed with them for over 50 years!"
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