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S·PRING· IS TIME TO REPAIR. SYSTEM---

Soil Expert Tells MeanS Of Maintaining Effe(tive Terra(es 
. Will your terr.ace system be ef.fective this 

year? 
.Lt will if it is properly madntained, says 

Dewey Bondurant, state conservation engi­
neer for the U. S. Soil Conserv·ati:on Service, 
Des Moines. 
' Spring is the ·time to repair terraces and 
bring them to top effectiveness if the .ter­
raced ,field is to be plan ted to row ·C•rops .this 
year. Terr.aces should be inspected and plans 
made now to do any needed maintenance 
and repair. 

·Bondurant s•aid the most common need 
for terrace :maintenance includes rep•3iring 
breaks and holes, raising low spots in the 
ridge, enlarging or regrad·1ng the .channel, 
<lnd reshaping the f·ront slQipe. 

. Farm equipment can be used for many 
·of these jobs. But if major r.eprurs are needed 
or the farm equipment is needed for farm 

work, a conse•rvation contractor should be 
hired for the work. Contractors often have 
more work thari they can do in the short spr­
ing season before planting, so their services 
should be arranged for early. 

Terrace breaks are obv•ious, .but hole~ 
through the terrace possibly caused by ro­
denJts, are not so easily found. To repair, •3 
wide trench should be .cut in the terrace 
down 'to the ·level of undistu11bed ground be­
low the hole. The sides of the e}Gcavation 
should be flattened to slopes not steeper 
than one foot vertical to one foot horizontal 
befo.re ba.ckfiHing with well eompa.cted earth. 
Breaks •3re repaired the same way removing 
an loose matterial fr:om the bottom and flat­
tening ·the banks before ba:kfilldng. 

Channels can be enlar;ged by ·r-aising the 
terrace ridge •when plowing. Systematic 
.l:;oa.ck-furrowing to the terrace rtidge and 

. I 

leaving the dead furrow in the channel each 
time the field is plowed will maintain ad­
equate channel .: apaeity. The back furrow 
should be thrown just short of the terrace 
ridge. Placing it too high on the ridge will 
result in •3 concave or dish-like front s~lope. 
Dish front slopes ca.n be coi"rected by ha~:k­
furrow;ing uphill to the low poin~t of tihe 
dish and then replow~ng the enti.re front 
slope starting witth the ba.ck f.urrow at the 
ridge. Low points along the ridge may also 
be raised by repeated rounds of plowing, 
throwing the back furrow to the ridge each 
time. 

Construction equipme,nt can' also be used 
to rest:ore ,:,ha.nnel . capacity and to reshape 
concave front slopes. Both bulldozer and 
mottor graders are well suited for thii.s work . 
They are also weH suited to restore heavily 
silted areas in the channel and restablish 
the channel .grade. Such repair is difficult to 
d~o with a plow a.lthougih it can frequently be 
ac:com:plisthed with a front end loader or a 
blade on a farm -t-roa,ctor. 

The intakes used with tile outlet tern-aces 
are anothe-r item which may need mainten­
ance. Intakes atc.oident.All'Y hilt by machinery 
mus·t be stmiglh tened or replru:::·ed. · 'Dra•sh 
may have clog;ged the openings. This Wli.U · 
have to be removed after each rain if neces­
sary. 

Grass cover .on · steeg back slopes may need 
to be seeded .. . or reestalblisihed, said J o:hn 
Maddy, Conservation ,Agronomist of the U. 3. · 
S:oil Conse.rvation Servl1ce. H-and broadcast 
seedings of bromegrass made in the winter 
have proved a very swz:cessful method of 

seeding terrace backslopes. Seed spread o;n 
'icy surfaces or deep snow will not stay in 
place but th1n snow or frozen ground is. a 
satisfactory seedbed for Wl1nter seeding. 

Some farmers m•3Y wi·sth to completely re­
\build their terrace system rather th•3n -spend 
m oney in maintaining their old system. Older 
t er:ra.ces may no•t be para.Ik: and hav.e sharp . 
turns and narrow sp•3dngs. F'aTmers who 
have these old systems and are having dif­
ficu:lty in farming them ·should ser!iously con­
sider rebuilding the system. Modern terrace 
ys tems ar.e generally parallel with spacings 
stablished t:o make fm~ming operations ea­
ier. Possibly the field can be divei"t;ed to 

' 'Onservation use this season and the te11race 
ystem rebuilt during the summer. 
: The district consenvation:ist in the local 
oi·l Conservation tDistriot .can help to deter­
ine wlhat terrace ma;intena;nce is needed . 

.he Distrid wiU also as~ist in rev-ising old · 
rra.ce systems and in laying out new sys­
ms. Contact :them early if ~e work is to be 

one this spr1ng. 


