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BY BOB NORBERG

How many farmers would cut
and supply wood for a chareoal
mdustry in the counties of Davis,
Appanoose, Monroe and Wa-
pello?

That was the §64 question
before Monday night's
meeting in Blekesburg . . .
and still looms as the big-
gest stumbling block 1o es-
tablishing a charcoal manu-
facturing plant and another
plant that would turn the
)} charcoal into briquets or
pellets for the backyard.
grill.

Although
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there's no question
that the raw wood is avallable
in  the ZJour-county area In
guantities great enough lo sup-
purt the industry, getting it
committed to g potential indus-
8 iy seems lo be the knotty prob-
i lem.
8 For a farmer
tound wood from
A species, the income

with sound
any native
from wood
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Charcoal Plant

around 8§7.50 a
cord (83 a ton) delivered 1o the
site of the retorts, which would
turn the wood into raw charcoal

As onginally discussed, the
charecal manufacturing plant
would then turn around and sell
its product Jor $35 a ton fo &
processing plant  1hat
make it into brigquets

gales would be

Frank and Don Downing, |
originally from the Floris
vicinity, are proposing f{o
finance the briguet or pei-
let-making plani and would
locate in the four-county
ared.

Their initial hope was to con
cern their capital only with th#
processing plant, leaving the
capitalization of the charcoals
producing plant lo an ‘associas
tion or corporation made up
largely of producers,

As a possibility, although he
emphasized that It was not a
“firm ofZer,"” Frank Downing did
mention that both the manufac-
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turing and processing plants
might be capitalized iInts one
structure, although producer
stockhalders farmers) would be
sought, The Downings would
frave controlling interest
The Blakesburg meeting was

the third in g series, AL an
earller meeting In Morovia, a 12-
man committee—three members
firom each county—was formed
i study the matter. Norman
Jansen of rural Drakesville,
who did experimental work in
charcoal production Zfor Town
State- University, was named
chiairman,

Al Blakesburg, Hansen ex-
plained that the Downings
would need 5,000 tons of raw
charcoal in thelr first yvenr of
operationn. Thids would rmean
25,000 tons of raw wooc.

If producers, plus
ouiside investment
businessmon, would

some
from
incor-

porate {o ge! inte the manu-
facturing operation,
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inges on Assured Wood Su

$100.000 would be needed to finance committee selected

get started, he said. Various from the original four-
government lcans would county committee,

probably be available to aid For example, a Small Busi-
the venture, according to ness Administration loan might
John Peterson of Albia, he

obtained if a corporation
was formed and the SBA could

Would YOU Sell Wood for Charcoal?

The small, round native wood—such as the hickory
and ocak marking the terrain of Davis county — would
support a charcoal industry in a four- -county area.

Thoge studying the possibility of such an industry need
assurances, that farmers will cut and supply the needed
wood. If you are a farmer and would like to sell wood to
such a plant, please fill in the lines below and mail to:
Bloomi{ield Newspapers, Bloomfield, lowa,

member of the three-man

Name __

Address _

Acres of Brush and Woodland

Sopr 2
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provide loan funds a“ter local

interests put up the iu‘st 35 per
cent.

A big item of expense for
charcoal manufacturing would
be the retorts. About 10 would

be needed, and would probably
be clustered together for maxi-
mum efliciency. The retorts plus
other equipment would come to
about 570,000,

In the first year of operation.
Hansen gave this tentative
breakdown on what costs would
be for the charecoal plant:

Site, buildings $4.000
Retorts, equipment $70,000
Obtaining wood from
farmers and others 75,000
Labor . 35,000
Misc, (phone. light
bills, etc) 27,000
Although this totals $211.000.
all the money would not be
needed immediately sinee in-

come Irom charceoal. esales would
help pay for acquiring wood,
labor and other bills.

Peterson mentioned that some

larmers who supply wood might
be willing to help ecapitalize the
plant by laking stock ctertifi-
cates in return for all or part of
their wood payments in the
first year

Hansen said in all probability
tha tharcoal manulicturing
plant and the pellet plant would
not be located together. The re-
torts, which might operate on a
24-hour basis, create a good deal
uf smoke and the plant probably
should be in a remote gren near
the center of its supply of wood,
said Hansen,

However, the processing
plant, said Downing. needs a
location  providing  good
roads. three- phase electric-
ity. railroad siding, and
some water,

Al first, the Downings were
shooting for early production
that would allow them to hit
thé spring markets for char-
coal hriguets, but the time ele-
ment has been removed now. The
largetl now Is production by next

pply

{all,

However
mains is
assure

wood

The Downings will anals
lormation on availabl
farmers wJI,u."* eas
sell it This data
vided by farmers at the :
burg meeting and at previous
meetings,

. the guestion ¢
whether farm;
dn adeguate

ior charcoal,
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Hansen asked Downing if
he and his brother would he
willing 1o invest some capi-
tal—say 25 to 30 per cent—
in the charcoal manufactur-
ing plant as assurance the
Downings would not aban-
don the operation.

Downing saidihe would not be
interested  in  investing  thal
amount. “If we ‘'woiid inves
that much, we'd go all the wav.”
he said. He said the faet m.
they would be investing 5 couple
of hundred thousand doli: n
the processing plant “th
some assurance”
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