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Sign Grant Awards For SICOG Projects

Federal grant awards for rural
water development and win-
terization of homes in this area
were signed Wednesday at a
meeting of the project board of
the Southern lTowa Council of
Governmenls.

The grants are $30,000 for an
engineering study for a rural
water system, $20.500 for coor-
dination in establishing a rural
water system, and $20,000 for
winterization of homes for the
elderly. The rural waler
programs will be administered
by the Southern lowa Rural
Water Association and the South
Central lowa Community Action
Program, and the winlerization
program will be handled by the
Matura Action Cerporation

The grants were made through
the Integrated Grant Ad-
ministration program, which
allowed the SICOG area W apply
for assistance from several
federal agencies at one time

The SICOG area is the [first
rural area in the United States to
recelve fundi through the IGA
inistered by the
jonal Council at

Kansas City, which is composed
of representatives from 10~
federal agencies. The agencies in~
yolved in the three grants are the
Environmental Protection
Agency for the rural waler
engineering study and the
Community Services Agency for
rural water coordination and
home winterization,

Richard Hill, chairman of Lhe
S100G executive board, signed
the grant award which was al
tested to by Ronald Purdy. Hill
discussed the lengthy pre-
paration which went into the
IGA application and told of the
various programs which are
included. He thanked Robert
Case and Robert Tyson of the
lowa Office of Planning and
Programming for their support
and help in the project

Hill introduced Adm. Russell
Waesche, chairman of the
Federal Regional Council, who
sald the FRC was established in
an effort to bring [federal
programs closer to the people
they are designed to serve He
said F b
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GRANT AWARDS SIGNED
(seatled) signed federal grant! awards Tolaling
$79.000 for the seven counly area represented at

Richard Hill

the Soulhern lewa Council of Governmenis
meeling Wednesday night, November 1% The
meeling was held at SWCC with county, cify and
rural waler prajec! representalives present
Pictured are Walde Don Carlos of the Southern

should not be foreed 10 merge
with another area. The com-

aypmiltee also asked more funding
auglor the Resource Conservation

lowa Rural Water Association, Don Ritter of the
Environmental Protection Agency, Adm, Russell
Waesche of the Federal Regional Council, Robert
Tyson of the lowa Oflice of Planning and
Programming. Howard Rowlands of HEW and

Rober! Case, lowa Office o Punnmg and
Programming . -y
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Two Clarke™ "

County Men
To Arizona

Richard Gonseth, Osceola, and
Kenneth Henry, Woodburn, will
represent Clarke County Soll
Conservation District on the 28th
annual Goodyear Conservauon
Awards tour o Litchfield Park.
Arizona December 12 through 16
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Group to Pick
Up Old Trees

The Youth Conservation class
of Clarke Community High
School will pick up Christmas
trees o Saturday, January J
Class sponsor David Johannes
asks that residents place their
trees on the parking in front of
their homes. The pickup crews

will be making thelr rounds
around town from %12:00 noon
only

This Is the second year the
cluss has sponsored this project

The trees are chopped into chips
and used in constructing walking
trails in the blology pond area

(It Rt 77 775

|

They will join 104 other grand
award winners from the first
place conservation districls in
every section of the United Slales
for the four<day vacation-study
PrOEram

Clarke County SCD won honors
as the top congervation district in
southern lowa last year, and
Henry was named the district’s
outstanding cooperator. Gonseth
& distriet board chairman. The
program Is sponsared by The
Goodvear Tire & Rubber Com-
pany in cooperation with the
National Association of Con-
servation Districts

The winners will meet with
NACD officers and other con-
servation leaders at The
Wigwam, a desert resorl hotel
The group will tour Goodyear
Farms, a laboratory for sound
conservation practices and a
testing ground for farmm equip-
ment and farming techniques
since 1817 Visits to the Salt River
Project’'s water management and
powes_development installations
ilso are PI.IIM-.M with stops

al scenie and w sites In
Centenl Arizona, &




CROP INSPECTORS: Award-winning con.
servationists Kenneth Henry, Woodburn, lowa,
(left) and Richard M. Gonseth, Osceola, lowa
examine cotton grown at Goodyear Farms, Litch-
fietd Park, Arizona. They were among the 106
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Set Water Quality Meeting For —

national winners in the 28th annuval Goodyear
Conservation Awards program who visited the
farms, long-fime proving ground for agricultural
methods and machinery, as part of the grand prize

tour
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Southern Towa Basin

The Iowa Department of En-
vironmental Quality will hold a
public hearing to receive com-
ments on the draft “"Water
Quality Management Plan for the
Southern lowa Basin’’ January 15
at 7:30 p.m. in Room 220, In-
structional Building, South-
western Community College, 1501
Town Line Road, Creston. In the
event of inclement weather
conditions, the hearing will be
held one week later, January 22

The Southern Iowa Basin in-
cludes the lowa portions of the
Nishnabotna, Tarkio, Nodaway
Platte, Grand, Chariton, Fabius,
Wyaconda and Fox Rivers. The
basin is bordered on the north
and east by the Des Moines River
Basin, on the north and west by
the Western Iowa Basin and on
the south by the lowa-Missouri
state line

The purpose of a basin plan Is
to outline the corrective
measures that need to be laken lo
assure that the water within a
river basin can meet the national
goal of water clean enough 1o
support fish and wildlife and to
allow for water recreation by
1083, The plan for the Southern
Jowa Basin shows that the goals
can only be reached within the
basin if the concentrations of

|
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pollutants from the numerous
discharges are lowered enough to
protect the water quality during
the low flow conditions.

The six basin plans prepared
by DEQ are a major part of the
program to achieve clean water
standards, Required by state and
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federal laws. Basin plans include
detailed information on the
physical characteristics of each
body of water in the hasin, an
analysis of all sources of water
pollution in the basin, a priority
ranking for the improvement of
individual segments of water in

the basin, a description of the
actions necessary Lo improve or
maintain water quality in the
basin and timetables for the
implementation of the measures
called for in the plan

Among other uses, the basin
plans will serve as a tool for
determining discharge limits for
water pollutants and for
allocating state and federal
wastewater treatment facility
construction grants.

The draft “Water Quality
Management Plan for the
Southern lowa Basin'', along with
a supporting document con-
taining information common (o
all the Towa basins, will be
available for public inspeclion
during regular business hours in
the city clerks’ offices in the
county seats of all the counties
lying in, or partially in, the
Southern Iowa Basin

Either written or oral com-
ments may be presented at the
hearing  although  writlen
statements accompanying oral
comments will be appreciated
Written comments may be
submitted to the DEQ Central
Office, P.O. Box 3326, Des
Moines, lowa 50316, any time
within 10 days following the
hearing
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When you buy grass and legume
seed, do you el whal vou nav
for? One way of checking is o
make a simple calculation to
determine the PLS tpure live
sevdd ) for n given bag of seed To
caleulate PLS, multiply percent
purity by percent germination
These percentages are given on
the seed bag. I the seil has &
purity of % percent and a ger
mination of 8 percent, the PLS IS
71 .6 percent of approximately @
speds out of 100 will grow Afler
1 S is determined, then nd just
sredinge raltes W et the desired

amount seeded per dere

Some general seeding re-
commondations for use as hay

or pasture here in Southern lown
are: (Alfalfa 6-8 lbs. per acred
Bromegrass 8-10 |bs, per acre | or
Orchardgrass 4-5 lbs. per acre)
(-\".’1“.‘1 5 1bs. per acré;, [ed
Clover 3 |Ibs. per acre,;
Bromegrass 8 |bs, per acre, of
Orchardgrass 4 1bs. per_acre)
Although betler sulted for
pasture than hay some seeding
recommendations for the tall
rrasses are: Hrome prass 15-20
Ibs per acre, Reed Canary grass
10-12 ths. per acte l'all Fescue B
10 Ihs. per acre; Switchgrass >i0
Ibs. per acre, Indiangrass 10-19
Iba. per acre (P1S basis In
dimmgrass W-1d lbs. por acTe
(P18 basts); Big Blogesteo 10-10
Ibs. per acre (PLS bast
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Before you buy legume seed, name suggests, has a hard seed .
vou need an understanding of coat (hal keeps molsture frofmn
hard seeds’’. A hard seed as the entering. It's ldentical wilh
normal seed In Appearance and
cannot be identified until the seed
s dampened

At & hard seed matures, a
wiaxy outer layer forms around it
he outer layer of cells of the
weed coat form a moisture proof
laver. The foact that a seed |8
hard is no indication of
whether it will germinate. The
actual physical appearance of the
swoed Is 8 more rellable guide
Most plump, bright, normal sized
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g sds  will oroul when they
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yreen
he Southern lowa Rural seeds may or may not sproul
‘i . " B TAl i & “" L
Naler Association SIR A The percent of hard sead I8
hred Roger Schnoor of Mount _
. tinat ek determined by a germination
i i 0iN Tl 1 ) T W . 4 "
VT . AN OO U LOW NoOr LS a8 et thl seedde that remain hard

graduate of the University of
llinois with a Bachelor of
Science degiree from the College

and fail o absorb water after six
in seven nln e i :.'."'r'-‘, .|.":!

lgled as hard seed. [hey MAay or

of Civil Engineering and is a aanb b hand aoad, ol hab s
Registered Prolessional known for sure is that they did not
Engineer in [linois and lowa shancfs wates dusias the test

He has worked for the USDA .
Soll Conservalion Sefvice as an he moisture proof Wayer maj
area englneer and hydrologist for e broken in o variety of ways
the lllinois Watershed Planning including physically pricking or
Party. For the past nine years he cratching or using acids, bacs
has been engaged in farming on terin of fungl You could also use
an B0 pere f(arm in Ringgold physical stry uch S Warming
County where he and his wife and and cooling., wetting and drying
three children reside r o just heatir 'he idea in all

He s sharing office space with i W get the { to begin 1
the extension service in Mount absorb water last like any othet
Ayt located at 10] N Polk. Diane i Moat legrs coel 18 treated
Heasoner of Beaconsfield has by deales ¢ seedd handlers in &
been hired as secretary, The process called scartfication. Thi
offiee will be open B a.m. W0 2 p.m redduces the amount of hard seed
Monday ”'..'*lul.ill I‘T'HLI_‘- Ty BT e d i Aderrril rmtor

The Southern [owa Rural For more rformalion about
Water Assocliation (SIRWA) tard seed, conlact your local
consists of seven members, ohe [nstrict Conservationist with the

per county  as elected by the
countly rural waler board. The

nservation Service

county rural boards have @
chalrman vice-chairman,
secretlary. treasurer, and as
many directors as needed. The
County Extension Direclors,
Farmers Home Administration
ur-.] .“nil.l Conservallon Service
MMstrict Conservationists have
combined their efforts to gather
dats o determine the inlerest in
rural waler

SIRWA's goal will be Lo nssist
the Rural Water Board of the
counties of Adair Adams,
Clarks Decatur, Ringgrold,
Favlor and Union to make
available an adequale supply of
quality water to all farmsteads

and small unities.
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Swilchgrass

The most popular warm seasor
grass in Southern Iowa is switch-
grass. It is well adapted and
orows to a height of three to six
feet. It is very nutritious and
readily eaten by all classes of
livestock, either as green forage
a hay. Switchgrass makes ex-
cellent production during July
and August when all the other
grasses are dormant, There was
one report of seven 1500 pound
bales /acre with no nitrogen ap-
plied.

Even with the near drought
conditions of 1974 and 1970
livestock producers stocked
switchgrass at the rale of two
COWS per acre or three vearlings
per acre and adequate forage
was produced during July and
Aueust. Richard Gonseth has 20
acres of switchgrass that he
seeded in 1972. He reports thakit
has been getting better each year
even though it has not been
fertilized or treated in any way.
He said that the switchgrass has
been extremely valuable the last
two years in carrying his
livestock through the dry sum-
mers.

Hugh Carroll seeded 40 acres (o
switchgrass last spring, He 1s
waiting to see how the stand looks
this year and how it will produce

The best time to seed switch-
grass is late April or early
May. It should be seeded into a
firm. well prepared seedbed Use
no nitrogen the seeding year as it
encourages growth of weeds and
other undesirable plants. Apply
lime, phosphate and potash
according to soil test recom-
mendations. No companion crop
(oats) should be seeded W ith
switchgrass. A companion crop
will produce oo much com-
petition and will reduce the
switchgrass stand. After a stand
is established, it responds well to
nitrogen fertilization

For more iafermation about
switchgrass, dontact the Soil

(‘onservation Service

b
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wWill Meet

A meeting of the Clarke County
Resource Conservation and
Development Board will be held
Thursday, April 29in the Board of
Supervisor's room of the Clarke
County courthouse, at 7:30 p.m.

Purpose of the meeting will be
to review and receive comment
trom local citizens on updating
the 1976 Areawide Development
Plan

Anyone having interest or
desire to have imput in the future
development of Clarke County
and the area is invited to attend,
Richard Hill, chairman stated.
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The soils of vour farm play a
ma jor role in the decision of whal
you should plant for hay and
pasture

Some plants, especially brome
and alfalfa, do best on deep,
fertile soils. They will not tolerate
prolonged wetness. On the other
hand, fescue and trefoil will do
well on wetter, low fertility soils;
of course, they also respond well
to more fertile soils. Reeds
canarygrass, long thought of as a
wetland prass, does extremely
well in the upland and is used
both for hay and pasture. Other
prasses and legumes vary with
their growth habits and how well
they do on different soils

If you are starting a pasture

renovation program or are going
to be seedin grasses and
legurnes, it be 'time" well

spent to contact your local Soil
(‘onservation Service District
(onservationist and go over the
soils of your farm.

Practice Conservation

By Keith Ticknor
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INTERSEEDING

Birdsfoot Trefoil and Bluegrass
used together will produce two Lo
three times as much beef as
unimproved bluegrass alone.

A relatively new way of
establishing Birdsfoot Trefoil in a
bluegrass pasture is called
“interseeding’ .

Interseeding, as the name
implies, means seeding into
existing pastures without

machines being used in Southern
lowa have a nine inch row
spacing

By interseeding you do not
disturb the existing vegetation
and this reduces both water and
wind erosion. Another plus factor
- you get some grazing from a
pasture the year it 15 interseeded

There are several interseeding
machines available here in
Southern lowa on a rental basis.
For more information about

e —— —

renovaltion
terseeding

sows the seed, along
fertilizer, into  the sit Maost

special in- renting a machine or how 10

machine cuts a make a successful planting,
narrow furrow in the sod and contact your local
with the Consérvationist Wwith
 Conseryation SerVice.

District
the Soil
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Nitrogen Fertilization

If you need more pasture or
want to increase herd size, fer-
tilization is one way to do it. Most
forage plants need nitrogen,
phosphorous and potassium
Grasses are big users of nitrogen
and yields will be low f this
nutrient is inadequate

How much nitrogen ( N) should
you apply o grass pastures”
Bromegrass, orchardgrass, reed
canarygrass and tall fescue
vields usually increase al i near
constant rate up to over 2K
pounds of N per acre. Bluegrass
has a lower yield potential than
the tall grasses and nitrogen
response slows down at about 120
pounds per acre. Your cholce on
how much nitrogen to  apply
should be influenced by need for
forage. thickness of stand, grass
variety and molsture supply
Hemember the old saving

pound of nitrogen produces o

potind of boef on tall grass™. This
guideline will help decide I you
wint to apply nitrogen to your
tall prass pasture and the
anmivant

legume-grass pastures may
ol need nitrogen or only smnll
amounts Toyumes Oix nitrogen
from the air lor their own use and
provide some nitrogen the grass
can use H the forage stand s
percent or more legume, dond
apply nitrogen  If the amount ol
et s much below 30 percent
(he ¢rass in the mixture 1s likely
o respond to mitrogen

Fertilization (8 very important
in any efficient, highly produ
tive forage program. However
best returns from pasture fer
tilization will depend on effective

use throveh a well'managed
liveslik  progiramm You must
INanage ! i1 1--f.l:t' and

Iwvestock proper iy
Keith A Ticknor
] 4 OW STV AL N SETVIICT

Barbara James Is

Contest Winner

RECEIVE CHECKS: Adrian Fuller
missioner, presents checks 1o winners in the poster contes!. Lelt fo
righ! are Lisa Evison. Cheryl Ansley, Adrian Fuller, Barbara

James, Shanl Carns and Billy Dick

Clarke Soill District Com

t( '-" Wbla Lubi rig

POSTER WINNERS Pictured are winnery ol the Clarke Counly Sl

and Water Conservaltion posler

confesl

-

&

Winners received cash
prites and ribbons Back row. Cheryl Ansley, Lisa Evisen, Barbara
James and Mrs Wanda Davidson who holds the poster won by Chris

Boor Kneeling are Shani Carny and Billy Dick

Vurlwira Jame daughter ol

SMe and Mrs. Paul James of
Murray, 15 the grand prize
winner in this year s poster

ontest, sponsored by the Clarks
fouty Sadl and Waler District
Uienmissioners. The themne wa
ol and Water Conservallon n
ur Mieentennial Year Rarbara
of] £10 send & purple ribbon
} i L
| reeeived B vt along wilh
ibhwins. They are {heryl
Visley, daughler of Mr.and M
Civer Ansley: Chris Boor, son of
i { Mras. Wasyne Boor; Shani
L arns, dawehter of Mr. and Mrs
Hichard Carns; Billy Dick, son of
Mre and Mrs. Charles Diek: and
Lisa Fvison, daughler of Mr. and
Mre Hex | vison, all of Murras
Teacher ol these studenls |s
Mrs Wanda Davidson. FPre-
sentation of the awards to these
six students was made by Adrian
Fuller, Soil Conservation District
Commissioner, at the Murray
:‘;Ifn"-'li on ﬁm!ﬂhl}_ Jifllrl-l ¥
The contes!t was open to all
sixth grade students in the Clarke
Community and Murray Schools
tisceola teachers who had
ludents entering the contest
wore Mrs, Saddoris and M
(hesnut.  Forty-seven studenls
turned In posters. These were
judged on March 24 by Melvin
Loeldner, Garland Ramsey and
Dorls Canavan at the United
Methodist Church in Osceola
According to the judges the
poesters were all well done
A\l posters will be on display at
the Soll and Water Conservation
booth at the Clarke County 4-H
folr in August. It is the hope of the
istrict Commissioners that
through this contest the attention
of students and adults alike will
e focused on the continuing need
for all of us o actively work Lo
save owr most precious natural
resource—our soil
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Brush Control

There is no single answer for
the reclamation of brush-infested
pastureland. Some areas of brush
in waste Jots and in odd corners of
fields or around farm ponds serve
a useful purpose as cover for
birds and other forms of wildlife,
and should not be destroyed

However, there are thousands
of acres of Iowa infested with
brush of various descriptions
which contribute very little to the
economic well being of the land-

owner or tenant or both. They can
he renovated

One way to eradicate brush
from pastureland 18 with
chemical sprays. On-the-market
mixtures of herbicides ‘‘brush
killers" do an excellent job of
brush control if properly applied.
Follow instructions on the con-
tainer.

If vou want more information
on controlling brush in your
pastureland, contact your local
District Conservationist with the
Soil Conservation Service.

Practice Conservation

By Keith Ticknor

e ———

Bromegrass Management

You've got to be careful with
bromegrass pasture. The reason
is related to its manner of
growth. Early in the spring the
‘‘growing point" is in the crown
of the plant so that new top
growth can be readily produced.
But this ‘‘growing point”
gradually moves up in the plant
and is always above the top node
after the plant joints; thus, it will
be removed by close grazing or
cutting for hay. When this occurs,
new growth must come from new
shoots that have developed from
the plant crown. Pulling plants to
check whether new shools are
ready to emerge will help you
judge if the plants are ready to
start regrowth.

Either close grazing or cutling
bromegrass at the best hay stage
removes both the '‘growing
point'* as well as most of the leaf

surface that manufactures food.
When new shoots are not far
enough advanced to produce new
growth immediately, brome-
grass '‘goes dormant’; and
under unfavorable conditions, the
stand can be reduced. Avoid close
grazing and cutting until new
<hoots have started to grow if you
want to have good bromegrass
production after the flush of early
spring growth

When bromegrass is cut for
hay, regrowth IS usually sparse
antil fall and seldom abundant
until the following spring. For
this reason, a mixture of or-
chardgrass and alfalfa has been
more satisfactory than brome-
alfalfa, where the first crop IS
taken for hay and the regrowth is
used for summer pasture,

For more information about
bromegrass management,
contact the Soil Conservation
Service

[\iﬂd(& ‘-'z :_¢ JL,E::M / LSBT
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If vou are short or are going to
run short of forage, there are
several seedings you can make.

Oats seeded as a companion
crop may provide from four to six
weeks of grazing. Start grazing
when the oats are eight to ten
inches high. Oats seeded in early

spring will be ready for harvest
as hay or silage in late June or
early July. For hay, the oals
should be cut in the milk stage
and for silage in the early dough
stage

Sudangrass is one of the maost
productive midsummer pasture
crops. Its fertility requirements
are high, especially for nitrogen
and phosphorous, about 80 1bs. of
actual nitrogen and 40 lbs. of
phosphorous are needed for top
yields. Seedbed preparation
should be the same as for a corn
CTop.

Drill sudangrass at the rate of
15 to 20 Ibs. per acre; if broad-
casting, use 20 to 30 lbs. per acre,
Seedings made in late May will
be about 20 inches high and ready
for grazing early in July. A good
stand of well-fertilized sudan-
grass should carry two to three
cattle per acre.

If you want more information
on supplemental forage, contact
vour local Distriet Con-
servationist with the Soil Con-
servation Service.
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Glen Kimes, chairman of the

District, announced that they

‘Ihe following Is the winning
essay in the Conservation Contest
co-sponsored by the Soil Con-
servation District and Ministerial
Organization. The topic for the
essay was "'Let's in Again"’
The winner was Kirk Ticknor,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Keith
Ticknor of rural Osceola. Kirk is
13 years old and was in grade

seven.
Let‘s Begin Again
Our soll is one of the best things

we have and we have to take care
of it.

Through the years we have
made many mistakes which cost
us our soll. We can begin again

with better soll conservation

ces. All farmers should
ve g-&ld conservation prac-
tices. as contour plowing

across sl land. It Is an In-

| teresting fact that rain washing

|

down barren hills can take away
sixty truckloads of soll and
carves deep gullies.
Stairstep-like terraces can
also slow water running off
a hill. A farmer can use crop
rotation so that Important
nutrients will not perish from the
soil. Deep gullies should be filled
with trees and grasses to prevent
more erosion, or dams could be
built to hold back water and soll.
Water can be used to irrigate dry
areas. With more and better use
of land farmers could feed more

Esay Awal'd WII'II'Ier {ldeeein
}

RECEIVES BIBLE: Kirk Ticknor, of Oscecla, receives a Bible trom
Reverend J. R. Baumgarn in recognition of his winning essay on soll
conservation,

cerning better soll conservation
Measures.

Many people around the world
are not as fortunate as the United
States. We have been blessed
with good soil. If we were to make

land. Conservationists can help
farmers get the most out of their
land

In some areas of the United
States better conservationists are
needed greatly. With their help
the farmers can learn  betler
Esﬂhdlof conservation for their

The church should have an
interest and does, because we
should be willing to share our
good fortune with other coun-
tries. The churches have sent a
great deal of food to other need
countries. With the churc
supporting good conservation
even more food could be
delivered.

People can help in soll con-
servation, too. Taking care of
their own land would help.
Planting trees and shrubs d
help hold soil down

Soil conservation has
progressed very well over the
years, Dams have been bullt,
farmers are using better methods
of farming and have better
harvests than before.

By Kirk Ticknor
age 13, grade 7
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es $22.000

In Conservation Funds

have received their allocation of

Clarke County Soil Conservation State Cost-Share funds and that
they are now taking applications

for cost-sharing on conservation
work

The second session of the 66th
lowa General Assembly ap-
propriated $4,000,000 to the
Department of Soll Conservation
to continue the state cost-share
program from July 1, 1976 Lo June
30, 1977, Appropriations are made
to the counties based on the lowh
Conservation Needs Inventory
Clarke County recelved an
allocation of $£22,000

The cost-share funds will be
used to pay 50 percent of the cost
of installing permanent con-
servation practices such as
erosion control dams, lerraces,
diversion terraces and grassed
walerways

A part of the stale cost-share
appropriation Is rutained by the
Department of Soll Conservation
for special projects above
publicly-owned lakes. Lake Rath-
bun Is included as one of the
special project areas, therefore,
thase landowners, near Weldon,
that have land in the Chariton
River drainage area can apply
for funds from this budget, All
funds received from the Rathbun
special projects area are in ad-
dition to the $22.000 county
allocation

All landowners In Clarke
County that are interested In
installing conservation practices
for controlling erosion should
make application for cost-
sharing at the Soll Conservalion
Service office

Ovegafn Lendind
Pugﬁc Ih/w' te#'fo
7- K- 7¢
Meeting
July 13

The public is invited to attend a
(larke County Resource Coor-
dinating Committee meeting to
be held Tuesday, July 13, 1976 in
the supervisors room at the
courthouse. The meeting will
start at 8:00 p.m

The Clarke County 3ou Con-
serviation District entered into a
Memorandum of Understanding
with the Des Moines River
Conservancy District and the
Southern lowa Conservancy
[histrict. The agreement was
entered into to provide mutual
support for all land and waler
management problems in lowa

In complisnce with the
Memorandum of Understanding
the Clarke Counly Soll Con-
servation District is in the
process of organizing a County
Resource Coordinating Com-
mittee This Committee will
provide local participation iIn
lowa's waler management ef-
forts

Glen Kimes, Chairman of the
Clarke County Soil Conservation
District said, "There are waler
quality management problems
that are common to Clarke
County, but they are normally
pwocinted with a large waler-
shed unit which is beyond the
control of individual ecounties
This Memorandum of Un-
derstanding, which we just

od will sstablish & means
ehy these problems can be
solved with the assistance of the

Des Moines River and Southern
lowa Conservancy Districts. ™
This action is & result of the
Federal Water Pollution Control
Art Amendments that Congress
enacted in 1972, This legislation,
Public Law 92500, provides for &
national goal of protecting the
nation’'s waters so thal they are
clean enough to protect fish and
wildlife and to permit swinmiming
and other recreational use by
July 1983 This legislation is to be
administered by the E.FP.A
( Enlvronmental Protection
Agency). E.P.A, Is committed to
the management of both point
and nonpoint sources of pollution
The agency percelves this
legtislation us a vehicle to provide
each state, and local govern-
ments, with the planning and
implementing mechanisms 1o
achieve water quality goals and
the necessary reduction of both
point and non-point pollution

Anyone interested in the future
of land and water Conservation
management problems in Clarke
County should attend this

meeting.
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Stockpiling Forage For Fall Use

Think about tall fescue if you
want a late pasture. It is the best
adapted cool season grass for
stockpiling for use late in the
grazing season and in the winter.
Its leaves remain greener later
into the winter than any of the
other cool season grasses such as
orchardgrass, bromegrass,
timothy or reed canarygrass.

Despite the retention of its
green color, fescue grows very
little after October 10. It is the
ability of fescue to remain green
rather than having the ability to
grow very late in the fall and
early winter that makes it
adaptable for winter stockpiling.

Fescue produces 60 to 70
percent of its total production by
July 1. Most of the later growth
oceurs in August and September
or after the fall rains.

For best results in both
guantity and quality from stock-
piled fescue, the early Spring
growth should be removed by
grazing, haying or clipping by
June 15. Failure to remove the
early growth tends to dilute the
quality of the vegetative growth
that follows.

One system to maximize fescue

for fall and winter use is to
harvest hay from the early
growth in the field. For producers
who own a small round baler, the
bales may be left in the field to
conserve labor in hand-
ling, storing and feeding.

For more information about
stockpiling forage, contact the
Soil Conservation Service.

e T T e

Vildlife Notes/ !

reminded tha ;
fish stocking Appliéations is
Aupust 1. Requirs \
must be met beforg'2
stocked by the/ Cohgervation
Commission lude: \(1) The
pond must be At least eight feet
deep and haye a surface area of
at least % Acre: (2) Then\pond
must b
'K: and (3) The pond myst
no fish prior to stocking.
This ldst requirement means that
unless a pond is new, it must be
treated with rotenone to kill all
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POTATO FARMING: Potatoes were one of Clarke County’s crops i
the patt as witnessed by this wagon load of spuds. Chet Wilkins ha

By Keith Ticknor

W

Total Pasture Program

The efficiency of many pasture
programs can be improved by
adding an acreage of warm
season grass to be used in con-
junction with cool season
grasses. The cool season grasses
can be grazed in the early and
late parts of the grazing season
and the warm season Erasses
during midsummer. The com-
bination of grasses provides for a
more uniform supply of forage

and greater seasonal animal
gains can be expected. Fur-
thermore, the cool season
grasses can be rested during
midsummer. This improves their
vigor and provides a greater
supply of forage for late summer
and fall grazing.

In 1960, yearling steers In
Nebraska grazing warm season
grasses ganned 1.28 |bs. per day
from June 22 to September 14.
During this same period only 0.42
lbs. per day gain Was obtained
from brome grass.

Warm season grasses have
great potential for summer
pasture in lowa. They will
provide productive grazing
during midsummer when cool
season forgage is in short supply.

For more information on warm
season grasses, contact the Soil
Conservation Service.

Keith A. Ticknor
District Conservationist

fish prior to stocking. If you wé
fish, and feel that your DO
qualifies, contact me at the S!
Building, Mt. Ayr, lIowa 50834

Hand in hand with the po
stocking program, the Cc
servation Commission offe
program of informing la
owners of steps that can be tak
to increase wildlife production
their farm. Since most of o
wildlife is produced on privi
land, future wildlife populatic
depend on decisions made by t

individual

land owners.

this dicture which shows the crew affer picking up a load on Di
Buskirk's farm. Che! pointed
waAgon and figured the picture

iscuss East
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Lake Project

The Clarke County Con-
servation Board held its regular
meeting, Tuesday, July 20, 7:30
pm. at Frank Riley's home.
Members present WeTe Harold
Bonnett. Floyd Edwards, Ron
Whitham and Chairman Melvin
Goeldner. Also present Was
Frank Riley executive officer.

Goeldner reported on recent
mallings from the State Con-
servation Commission with
considerable discussion on the

Public Employment Program.
Floyd Edwards reported on at-

tending the meeting of the Clarke
County Resource Coordinating
Committee.

Riley reported that the new
shelter house and latrines at
Hopeville have been painted.
Concerning East Lake Park, six
new tables have been added
making a total of 33 tables at the
park.

The Board then discussed the
East Lake development project
concerning the time table for the
development and what they want
included in the plan.

The next meeting will be
Tuesday, August 17 at 8 p.m. at
the Clarke County courthouse.

",
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Work Slows On
even-County Rural

Water System

Wwork on the Southern lowa
Rural Water Association seven
counly water system continues in
the planning stage, and is llable
to be in that stage for a long time

Keith Ticknor, of the Clarke
County Soll Conservation Service
estimated that itw would be al
estimated that it would be at least
five years before waler begins
running through the pipes

The work is now In the
preliminary planning stage with
the preliminary plan Lo be sub-
mitted in August or September
The preliminary planning 1s
being done by the engineering
firm of Hoskins-Western-
Sonderegger ol Lincoln,
Nebraska

The firm recently reported Lo
the SIRWA that two of the steps
had been completed in the seven
step plan. Step number seven IS
1o be the master plan

The Resource Inventory and
Data Collection Ing ludea JA
general references the engineers
will be using in the preliminary
report and the master plan

This information consists of
summary ©of subscriber in
formation. existing public water
information, SIRWA maps by
countly showing the existing

public water service area, walter
storage tanks, rural water users
and water pipe lines

Water Supply Alternative,
another step in the plan consists
of projecting future water supply
needs and conditions and then
determining the alternative
means of meeting the needs over
a design development period
Because of the lack of adequate
water supplies st the shallow
depths and the problems
associated with deep wells, the
area will rely upon impounding
reservoirs for the water supply

There were five conclusions
drawn from these two studies: |
There 18 a serious need for water,
2. Impoundments appear (o be
the logical choice primarily
hecause of quality and rellability,
1 Possible existing waler
resources in the SIHWA area
where water could be available
for sale, 4 lnrurp-_:rulrd LOWwWTnSs
would join the system If quality
and economic feasibility could be
met and 5. More sign-ups are
needed in the seven county ares

Ticknor reports that around 500
Clarke County residents signed
up, which is around 60 percent of
the lotal

The process for the SIRWA is to
develop the preliminary plan and
have it approved by the board
The organization will then go to
the Farmers Home Ad-
ministration for funding. Ticknor
sald some of the funds would be
in loan funds and some in grant
funds

After the funding is received
the engineers will draw up the
master plan and then local water
user agreements will have to be
signed and easements achieved,
among other things, before
construction can proceed,

“It's a long process,’” cCotmn-
mented Ticknor, *'First FHA will
want to look over the plans and
then after we get the funding
there is a lot of work still to be
done."

Ticknor stated that still more
sign-ups are needed and the Soll
Conservation Services office is
still accepting names

The SIRWA service would
entall all of Clarke Counly, ex-
cept for that already served by
the Clarke County Rural Water
Systern No. | and a small area of
Southern Clarke County, which Is
served by the Rathbun Water
Assoclation

L
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Fall Seeding

We often say "‘'mother nature’
seeds in the [all so this Is the best
time of year o do a seeding. This
{8 true, but there are some do's
and don'ts for fall seedings

For fall seedings, seedbed
preparation should be done in
August. For best results, roll or
cultipack the seedbed before and
after seeding. It is difficult for &
young seedling to survive in a
loose seedbed

Some grasses and legumes are
on the edge of their adaptation
zone here in Southern lowa and it
s questionable Lo see them in the

fall Orchardgrass, (escoue and
trefoil do best Il spring seeded
However. the simall seedlings will
usually survive the winter Uf the
planting 1s made before August
3
Reed canarvigrass, bromeyrass
and alfalfa can be successiully
established with both spring and
fall seedings. These seedings
should be made before Sep
tember 15 for best resulls
For more information on fall
seeding. contact the Soil Con
servation Service
Keith A. Ticknor
Distriet Conservationist

Receives PEP Okay

i he { inrk L ounts T
wrviiilion Hoard held s reyfulng
s i =iy Allud 1. n
pm sl the Courthouse. Members
present were Jim Asmus, Floyd
Fdwards und Melvin Goeldner
clintrinan. (Lher presetit wer

Frank Miles LUl TR

and haeith lNicknor of L y
L onser valwon Serviore
L onceerning Lhi Murras

Roadside Park, Hiley reported he

had been informmesd by the Slile
Conservation Commussion  that
the utility line that runs to the
sec'urty light would have to be
pul under grownsd

Hiley also reported thal the
Hoard had been approved for the
Public Employvment Program
PEP Mis will enable the
Board to emplov an individual
meeling  certaun  gqualifications
e person would be employed on
a parttime basis and the Board
will e b retmbursed for Lthe
individuals pay

Keith Ticknor discussed the
HO&D, project a4l East Lake
Nieknor presented the Board with
an RO & D Measure Plan. The
Board voled Lo Approve the Ill.ln
Kiley presented the annual
report o L Hodird

Lioeldner discussid the
mecting of the Southwest lowa
Associntion of Counly Con-
serviation Boards which will be
held August 26 at Corning

Goeldner also discussed the
\ |.||.5I1' Gl Conlerence .,-flu'uu.".',";
Conservation Boards which will

e held September 12, 13 and 14 at
Andanag

The meeting was adjourned at
10 o' eliow L
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Soil Survey for Clarke County

support of federal funds, the cost will be made on each 40 acre plot, depending upon
approximately $17,000 per township. A share the terrain

of this will be raised locally with the .25 mill
from William J. Brume, State Con presently being assessed. Under present
servationist, 1o the Clarke County Conference valuations, this will bring In approximaltely
Board $7,500 per year and will be included in nexl
year's budget.

Approval was given 1o Clarke County 1o be
included in a soil survey that will start in 1982
This information was received n 2 letter

The soil survey can be used for appraisal
purposes in determining land values; may be
used by realtors in selling land based upon
productivity ; used by farmers in determining

The soil survey will consist of a standard

survey in the county and will be under the
direction of Erwin Ausi. A three-man crew
will do the soil sampling and will take ap

County 15 one of seven counties in the state

that does nol have a soil survey completled or
in the process ol being completed

Depending upon

rhe soil survey will consist of a complete
mapping of all land area In Clarke Counly,
something that has never been done before
proximalely four years to complete. Clarke The last survey, taken in 1928, was ol a
general nature and does not confain specific
information

Keith Ticknor, district soil conservalionist

tlated that
proximately a halt doren samplings will be

the confinued financial

r LY

L dteg { il 'f Z -’-:‘ir L

Decide on La

in the upcoming survey, ap

a7 £ -
4 ’

fertilizer and chemical needs and ysed for a
general over.all basis in a land use plan,

Counties who do no! have a land survey
scheduled are Ringgold, Ida, Emmell,
Wright, Chickasaw, Jackson and Scoll

counfies. Eighteen other counlies

presently in the process of having the survey

made. A total of four fo five counlies
having the survey completed each year

kes to Provide

Water to Rural Areas

The engineering [irm of Hos
kins-Western-Sonderegger have
1"![!1[!'“11**1 the Master Ih"'-'l_'-]u'p
ment Plan for Lthe Southern lowa
ural waler Association

This report has analyzed the
information collected and other
pertinent dala necessary Lo pre
sent  feasible alternatives for
water supply and distribution
systems in Lhis region composed
of Clarke, Decatur, Union, Ring
gold, Taylor, Adams and Adair
countes

The initial lavout il service
areas has been located These

service areas are based upon
topography and proposed sites of
elevated tanks and booster sta
tions. The initial design will be
based on peak day requirements
of waler users.

The following waler Hl]]![}l}’

sources were considered bul
rejected for various reasons 1)
underground wells (deep and
shallow). 2) pipeline from Lake
Rathbun, Saylorville Reservoir
and/or the Missouri River, and
3) purchase of water from exist
ing water syslems

The most feasible waler sup
ply source for the seven county
region would be to construct
large lakes and dams with waler
treatment facilities. The loca
tions of proposed lakes and dams
have been identified. The stages
of development are varied Two
proposed flood control water
supply structures Three Mile
Creek near Afton and Little
River near Leon—are the fur
therest along in development
Four other sites are in the
preliminary planning stages.

I'he guide for the seven county
rural water development is also
neluded. The steps for develop:
ment are: 1) planning, 2) financ
ing, 3) preconstruction, 4) con-
struction, and 5) operation,

Planning and design of the
supply, treatment, and pipe size
depends upon the number of
signers, Those who have not
signed up should give considera-
tion to doing so during the first
three steps of development. Af-
ter the system has been con-
structed, there may not be water
available to supply their need.

Anyone wishing Lo sign up or
obtain additional information a-
bout Rural Water should contact
their local county rural water
hoard member, county extension
office. SCS, AdDU, or Farmers
Home Administration.

e
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Is Everyone’s Job

We have talked for years
about the fact that soil erosjon
hurts everyone from the land.
owner right on down to the child
in the supermarket who depends
on the farmer for food. And on
that same basis, soil conserva.
tion helps everyone, not only
now but in the future as well

It follows, then, that everyone
should do his or her share Lo save
our land. Conservationists have
repeatedly said that everyone
benefits and that everyone
should pay his or her share {or
keeping our soil productive.

In lows, we have “put our
money where our mouth ia™ as
far as soll conservation is con
cerned. We are unique in being
the only state to provide state
tax money for cost.-shanng on
soil conservation

The state legislature appropri
ated $4 million to be spent this
year on & 50 percent cost-share
basis with landowners. Un a
$3.000 terrace job, lor instance,
the farmer would pay $1.600 and
the state would pay $1.500.

Since the state cost-share pro
gram was initiated in 1973, $10.5
million have been appropriated
by the lowa General Assembly
for use in conjunction with the
program. Funds are allocated to
individual soil conservation dis
iricts on a conservalion needs
basis. The Clarke County Soil
Conservation [District has re
eeived approximately $85,000 in
conjunction with the program.
These funds are in addition to
federal monies already coming

into lowa through the Agricul
ture Conservation Program
(ACP) administered by county
commitiees of the Agriculture
Stabilization and Conservation
Service (ASCS)

These “incentives” for soil
conservation are actually a way
of having society pay for its
share of the cost of saving our
soll. It is a “pay now or pay later’
situation — and if our “pay later”
situation occurs, the cost will be
tremendous. Can you imagine
what it would be like with no
topsoil? That would also mean no
good lakes (all filled with sed|
ment); poor water quality (sedi
ment is our #1 pollutant); scarci
ty of food: poverty (farmers
depend on good sall for a living);
and an economie slump (agricul
ture is our leading export busi
ness). The list could go on and
on. We so often take our sail for

granted
But we shouldn’t. We have lost
hall our topsoll in lowas on

unprotecied sloping lands. We
have only six to eight inches of
topsoil left oo those lands, and
we are losing another inch every
12 years. In another generalion
of farming, our topsoil could be
gone from unprotected sloping
lands!!

We have had serious erosion in
Clarke County the last Lhree
years. We encourage landowners
to take advantage of the state's
foresight in saving our soll and
encourage the program o con
tnue at 2 [aster pace than in the

past.
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SEPTEMBER 12-18 IS
SOIL CONSERVATION WEEK

Now Until Frast 7 /...
Is Critical Time+

For Legumes

The most eritical time ol the
viear lor legumes | fram Hl‘lpll-r}.
ber 15 until frost

legume plants must be rested
in the fall in order to butld up &
] reserve [or nexl vear s
growth. Also, withoul that [ood
plants are more
Anolh

Lo Lhe frawn

reserve, Lhe
»qjl'lllpu" Lo winlbler ki”lhif
er praniem (s injury
il the l1|.|.T||1 [ Fom |f.'|f|'|lr'||||.’_ ih
the fall. Catlle trampling ilten
discase tn the weakened
them more

winler L|.||.”||."

w TLT AL
anis which makes
suliject Lo

Pastures that have been over
grarsd during the (all will no

1".'*|-|'ir| AN muct T*t i Lh Firi?ilﬂ-

ing yi*Ar il eriomn T n
creased: and oo the long run. the
pasture is nol able Lo produce L

iy expesciogd potential

aumming up o ot mow
ETAIE |CEuUmes | Birdaloot Lol
or allalfa) from >Meplember 15
until the lirst

I 0or minre
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Hill Elected To
Advisory Committee

On Tuesday, August 24, the
Southern lowa Conservancy Dis
trict Advisory Committee held
an organizational meeting at the
Berning Cafe in Creston.

Approximately 30 persons at
tended the meeling chaired by
George Annan, State Soil Con
servation Committee member of
the Southern lowa Conservancy
Distriet.

Ed Beardsley, Department of
Soll Conservation, peinted out
the need Lo determine locally the
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Thistle Control In Pastures

The key to controlling tLhe
spread of bull and musk thistles
15 Lo carelully waleh therm and
get rid of them when you sed
them

Bull and musk thistles are
biennials and must produce seed
to survive., The seed germinates
in the late summer and produces
a first year “rosette” in the late
{all, During June of the following
year. this rosette makes ils
growth and produces a llowering
stem and seed

i vou have only a few planis,
hoe or spade them out, He sure to
eut them off below the crown to

eliminate regrowth, Close mow
ing at least twice a year will
prevent seed production
ean keep these

i[ % ALV
thistles from

producing seed, you can

legumes
roseibies In Lthit Tall b T L.l”ll'i[_

clongates

legumes ar

conlrol

chemiieal rantrol the

cheapest and best material to use
is an approved herbicide follow
ing the instructions on the con
tainer label. This will not damage

but do nol
Spray Lthe

Spray on
Lhist le

oeeur or in carly spring

whi'h plants are in lirge ruaelle
belore Lhe ceniral stalk
This method will not

v prass: and if used in the

it will h--lil conlrol other
biennial and perennial
in the area If many

" |r:’+'-1'n! MWK Is

re advisable

waler prnhll"ﬂlﬂ in each counly,
eritical drainage areas, and stud

ies and information already
available,

Mark Berkland, Resource
Planning Coordinator Depart

ment of Soll Conservation, out
lined intentions Lo use the state
soil association map to determine
indexes of erosion statewide.
Work has been initiated on this
analysis. Priority areas would
then be designated for water
quality land treatment. Local
committees are Lo start to deter
mine practical means for getling
management plans implemented
assuming problem areas exist in
Lheir countly

Dan Lindquist, Department of
Soll Conservation, brieflly ex
plained the organization and
involvement of the public partici
pation program, which is being
integrated into the waler quality
planning efforts

Elections were then held to
select ten representatives to Lthe
208 Basin Advisory Commitiee
Those selected were: Fritz Lang:
guth, Adair County; Eugene
Swartz, Adams County; George
Hoalelt, Cass County; Richard
Hill, Clarke County; Russell
Hopkins, Davis County; Dwight
Joy, Lucas County; Larry Beel
er, Madison County; Clifford
Stille, Pottawattamie County;
Merle Travis, Taylor County and
Frank Campbell, Wayne County,

Following considerable discus
sion, the meeting adjourned with
fulure meoting date to be an
nounced later
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SOIL CONSERVATION WEEK; September
12-18, focuses attention on our soil resources,
but soil conservation is everybody's job all year
long, says Keith Ticknor, Clarke County Seoil
District Conservationist. A good example of
what can be done to prevent serious erosion is
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oF coR“ production on those sails.
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shown in this picture taken on the Richard
Gonseth farm. Here mulch has been applied on
the tile outlet seeded backslope terrace. This
and other soil conservation practices help
preserve our soil for generations to come,
Ticknor said.

sloping land in lowa each

soil loss as average corn

The loss is also an inch

our topsoil could be gone
in 100 years.

See Your Local
Soil Conservation Office

For More Information

THAT'S RIGHT!

We're losing an average
of 230 bushels of topsoill
on each acre of unprotected

year. That's twice as much

every 12 years. At that rate,

o
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Saving Our Soil . . .

By Governor Robert D. Ray

In this bicentennial year, we can pause and reflect upon
our accomplishments in America which are unparalleled by
any other nation. Those accomplishments, in great part,
have been made because of the initiative and creativity of
the hard-working citizens of this country.

There is another important reason for our success—our
natural resources. In Iowa, we live, walk, drive, and grow
food on one of our nation's most valuable natural
resources — the soil.

Take a look at the facts. Agriculture is our leading export
industry, with $22 billion in export sales a year, or 20
percent of all our exports. Each of our farmers feeds himself
and 55 other Americans. As a group, U.S. {armers spent
$75.5 billion last year which goes into our economy for the
benefit of all.

These facts are important to us in lowa, where 95 percent
of our land is in agriculture and where our economy is
heavily oriented toward agriculture.

Unfortunately, the unique combination of soil and climate
that makes Iowa ideal for crop production also makes our
state one with a high potential for soil erosion. We have seen
some serious erosion of top quality farmland. Conservation
officials report that less than half of our land is properly
protected from the menace of soil erosion.

The need for good conservation practices in urban and
industrial areas that support our agricultural economy is
equally essential. And proper conservation measures will be
needed to maintain the quality of life we enjoy for future
generations.

We have always recognized the need to conserve and
protect valuable soil. Iowa is the only state in the union that
provides its own funds for cost sharing with landowners to
install conservation practices.

As we observe Soil and Water Conservation Week
September 12-18, I would like to join thousands of others in
paying tribute to the conservation minded farmers of lowa,
and to those citizens rural and urban alike, who give of their
time and effort to make our programs work.

However. we must not dwell on our past accomplish-
ments, but on the task that lies before us. Working together
we can increase the productivity of our resource base and at
the same time make lowa an even better place in which to
live, work, and play.
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At Perry Meeting

On Fridav, August 20, Hugh
Carroll represented (larke
County at the Des Moines River
Conservancy Distriet Advisory
Committee meeting held gt the
Rib Restaurant in Perry, lowa

Approximately 40 persons al
tended the meeting chaired by
Jerry Norland, State Soil Con
servation Committee member
from the Des Moines River
Conservancy District.

Gene Wolter, resource plan
ning coordinator (RPC), Depart
ment of Soil Conservalion, out
lined intention to use the state
soll assoclation map Lo determine
indexes af erosion statewide
Waork has been initiated on this

More About-—

~ River Conservancy
{ Continued from Pg. 1)

analysis. Priority areas would
then be designated for water
quality land treatment. Local
commitlees are Lo start to deter
mine practical means for getting
management plans implemented
assuming problem areas exist in
their county

Ed Beardsley, Department of
Soll Conservation, pointed out
the need to determine locally the
water problems in each county,
eritical drainage areas, and stu
les and information already avail
able .

Elections were then held 1o
select 10 representatives to the
208 basin advisory committees

selected were: E. Leo

Express Concern over
Top Soil Erosion

Early harvest and dry weather
is causing concern among soll
conservationists in lowa about
serious soil erosion, Their main
worry Is that soybean and corn
land will be plowed after har
vest, exposing the soil to the
wind nnmm this fall and next
spring.

“We had a fall like this last
year, and more than eight million
acres of land was fall plowed and

ned up to wind erosion, Much
::r:‘hlt did blow, and we had dust
in the air and soll piled up in road
ditches last winter, We'd like to
keep that [from happening
again,” says William Brune,
state conservationist for the U.S
Soil Conservation Service (5US),
The erosion problem has already
been aggravated by Lhe dry
weather this year. The drought
has encouraged {armers Lo chop
corn for silage, a process that
uses all the plant

Brune urges farmers o leave
cornstalks and beanstalks on top
of the ground [or soll protection
“Research shows there's no yield
asdvantage from fall plowing soy
bean land.” Brune says. “And U
tillage is done on corn land, we
hope it's some kind of reduced
tillage that doesn't bury all the
corn residue and destroy what
soll protection Lhere was,

SCS agronomist John Maddy
says the key Lo stopping wind
erosion on flatter soils is Lo leave
atl least half of this year's residue
on the soll surface

“If you leave half of this year's
stalks on Lop of Lthe ground, you
stop most wind erosion. And you

nerally cut waler erosion In

. The amount left is the key,
rather than the machine used.

Maddy says the chisel plow, an
increasingly popular substitute
for the moldboard plow, is a good
tillage tool. It leaves residue on
the soil surisce, and you can take
advantage of its ridging by
chiseling perpendicular to pre
vailing winds.

“But you can't go across a field
too many times. Farmers who
chisel two or three times bury
most of their residue, too.
Esapecially on soybean ground.
Last year, soybean ground that
was over-chiseled blew nearly as
badly as conventionally plowed
ground.”

Some fall plowing has already
been done in the state. The
advantage is that some soils
“work up” better for spring
planting, and the work can be
done in the fall when the farmer
has more Lime.

“But our topsoll simply won't
last If we keep losing it at our
present rate, Hrune says. “OUn
unprotecied sloping solls’ we've
gt only six-eight inches of
topsoll left. We're losing an inch
of that every 12 years, If it stays
dry, we'll probably have wind
eromion. il ralns, we get waler
erosion, Soll protection is the
answer

Information on crop residue
syslems, called “conservation
tillage” or “minimum tillage™, is
n-uf:hlr from your loeal soll
conservation district  office
There's an office in every county

William J. Brune

A speaker at firemen's con
vention was handed a note by his
wife just as he was about to
begin an alterdinner speech

The note, at first glance, read
KISS.”

He was thinking of how nice
this was of Lthe little wife, when
he noticed the smaller letters
“Keep It Short Stupid.”
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Practice Conservation
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Pasture Manageman!

Pastur i'r'""“'“r'“

greatly  increased  with
simple pasture management

lechniques, Weed | ontrol coupled
with roational grazing will in-
rease youl ;-.‘i‘-.lu!'l' [-I’-uiu- Lion

Weeds compete for Hght,
nutrients and moisture as well as
weaken the existing forage
plants. Control weeds by mowing
or spraving with an .J[!-I-I'u‘-'t'li
herbicide. If vou have legumes in
VOur pasture, thi Mmowing
machine may be the best way to
control weeds. Also by using &
mowing machine, the entire
pasture is clipped to the same
height and spol grazny is nol as
much of a problem

Ry Keith Ticknor

The use of an electric fence is
an economical way to set up for
rotational grazing. Fence the
pasture Into three to four
separate flelds and move the
cattle from a field when there 18
three to four inches of stubble
remaining. If you graze a field
much closer than this, it will take
more tme for the plants (0
rescovier

Good pasture management will
increase your pasture produc-
tion. If vou wamt more In-
formation, contact the Soll
Conservalion Service

Keith A. Ticknor
District Conservationist
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By Keith Ticknor
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Fescue Foot

Fescue Foot is a non-infectious
disease sometimes found in cattle
grazing tall fescue. It has bheen
confused with foot rot, frozen
feet and mechanical Injuries

Although fescue foot may oc
cur under many different con
ditions, the following pattern
usually emerges:

1. Outbreaks most frequently
occur when cattle are grazing
fescue that has not been grazed
for a considerable time.

9  Most cases occur during
periods of cold weather

9 After five to 15 days on toxic
fescue, cattle develop a lame
ness

4. Animals in thin flesh are
more often affected than animals
in good condition. But animals in
good flesh are certainly not
immune to it.

5. In most verified cases ol
fescue foot, only a portion of the
herd is affected.

The main disease prevention
method appears to be good
management. A pasture mixture
of fescue and legumes is likely to
give less trouble than pure
stands. Often cattle, grazing
fescue for considerable periods of
time are less susceptible. Mow
ing or using the early growth of

fescue then stockpiling after July
| seems to give less trouble than
if accumulated for the entire
Scason

For more information on fes
cue foot contact the Soil Conser
vation Service

W.-.' 6
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Bromegrass
Is Productive

Smooth bromegrass

productive, tasty, nutritious and
long lived grass for maost
Southern lowa pastures. It

OSCEOLA SENTINEL
Thurs., Nov. 25, 1976

eXCess SpPring Erowin remains in
the field

Bromegrass is a perennial sod
grass that grows to a height of
three to four feet, producing
many base and stem leaves The
root system forms a coarse but
dense sod: yet it crowds com-
panion legumes less than 1noslt
Lrasses.

Bromegrass has limitations. It

NEWS
: OF

i T“r Bv Don Raud

is not available

Overgrazing 18 usually
disastrous to | bromegrass
stands. 1t is excellent for hay,
but a stand that is cut at hay
stage seldom makes an abundant

maintains its gnality better than has a higher nitrogen
com-

most cool season pgrasses when requirement than other

O geppla Db
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With Membership

Doyce Miller of s eola was
granted a lifetime honorary
membership into the lowa Assoe-
iation of Soil Conservation Dis-
trict Lommissioners

The membership was EgIven
last week al an annual confer-
ence for lowa Soil (lonservation
District Commissioners.

Miller 1s assistant coOmMmIission-
or of the Clarke County Soil
Conservation District and has
farmed in Clarke Counly since
1947. His conservalion plan for
his 320 acre iarm included crop
rotations, l,wr!n.'.m-nt pastures,
contouring, terracing and water

WAYS.

Dedi ateedd WO furthering the
cause of soil conservation 1n
lowa, the Association is Ccom-
prised of soil conservation dis-
irict commissioners, Honorary
memberships are given each
year to individuals who have

significantly contributed to the

growth of the lowa soil conserva-
tion program.

Doyee Miller

Miller served as commissioner
in Clarke County from 1957 to
1976 and has since continued to
serve @as an assistant cOMMIS-

sioner.

Miller has received numerous
conservation and farming awards
including the Goodyear Soil Con
corvation Award and recognition
45 an lowa Master Farmer.

recovery growth that same year.
Bromegrass has a real place in
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Discuss Plans For —

Seven-County Rural Water System

Only a crystal ball can tell
when the Southern lowa Rural
Water Association will see ils
goal of a sevencounty rural
waler system, but it's coming,

Immediate action steps for the
region’s six water source pro-
Jects were outlined to represent.
atives of the seven counties at a
SIRWA -sponsored meeting last
week in Creston where a prelim
inary engineering report of the
whole system was presented

The system would provide a
sale, adequate water supply for
rural areas and small commun
ites in Adair, Adams. Clarke,
Decatur, Ringgold, Tavior and
Union counties within 40 years at
A projecied cost of $55 million

dotlars.

Two of the waler source areas
would service Clarke County
Little River Sourre Area and
White Breast Souree Area. The
most encouraging progress has
been made on the Little River
praject aflecting the southern
third of the eounty with land to
be appraised by July of 1977 and
early construction contracts Lo
be signed by October, 1977

Plans for the White Hreast
Source Area which would supply
water for most of rural Clarke
County are somewhat f{arther
ofl.

I-;ngmmur Dean Connett of
Hoskins Western-Sondervgger,

Inc. told listeners in his prelim
inary engineering report that all
source arcas need Lo be resur
veved immediately to get RO
percent of the polential users Lo
sign rural water agreements. In
most areas of Clarke County
between 50 and 80 percent have
signed up and paid a 325 fee Lo
cCOver report cosis

SIRWA Coordinator Hoger
>chnoor in his report al  the
meeting sald between 130 and
140 additional signers are needed
in southern Clarke County for
the Little River project and the
citiea of Weldon and Van Wert
should be informed of the im
portance of their interest in the
projyect

A suggestion was made Lo
obtain declination statementis
from those who refuse to sign the
AETeomenta o avolid a rush of
persons Lrying Lo hook up aller
the project is completed

(Mher sction needed for the
White Breast Source Area in
cludes finalizing an agreement
between SIRWA and the city of
Useeola o jountly sponsor and
pay {or the source [acilities and a
request for source [acilities, Soil
Conservationist Keith Ticknor
sail later that Lthe agreement has
been discussed with the eounty
waler board and Osceals Cily
Couneil

The White Breast rural water

e RCRD s Kayser
Will Retire

F[i"r'ﬂ’ﬂ ‘I1 i'.‘l VSer
ocoodinator of the So

H["&[’ ["_r.._uwl al

tired aflter working for the
{.-ﬂﬂ"_ﬂ‘f'h dlion T

years
Kayser becami

servationist at (reston
and worked in Lthut pe n
19‘?“ Whi'll he was Appoinled t
the project coordinator posit

for the seven count:

195

ntil

i -
e

:ﬂ“‘n I{{ I&Ij l:flrj""l". }'l-:ir!';'.|'

tered at Creston. While

Haf!

as district econservationist |
Union County the Three Mile and
Twelve Mile Creek Watershe 5

Projects were organized
RI'_J}'H’,"H II ;_huqfulh

servationist at the Creston Pro
Ject Office will serve as scting

project coordinator.

project would entail construeting
a dam on White Breast Creek
southwest of Osceola to provide
rural water and additional water
storage for the city of Osceola
SUS director, Keith Ticknor
explained later that the dam is
one af 15 pr-',;umul in the “-hﬂ!‘
Hreast Watershed project in
Clarke County. The dams will
prevent Noods and control ero
sion on the 57,000 acres of land in
the watershed. Progress contin
ues on Lthe work plan for the
White Hreast project and Tick
nor expecisa the plan to be
finished in two years. Aflter
spproval by SCS officials in
Washington, the plan needs local
approval

Engineer Connett said the
Little River project needs
agreements with Leon and Deca
tur Lity by early next year for »
yoint sponsorship of facilities

The engineer's report on [
nances estimaled an average
monthly water bill at $35.11 for
80600 gallons of water for a
rural seérvice user, The connec
ton fee was estimated at
£279.00

]"h-: ‘-:-'h'l million dollar cost ol
the six projects for the area |s
divided between rural residents
(T4 porcent), lowns with waler
systems (& percent) and towns
presently withoul water systems

|4 percent

Lloyd Secott, a FmHA repre-
sentative, said FmHA has about
$11.5 million available yearly for
water project loans in lowa.
Watershed loans are available
for up to 50 years at an interest
rate of 5683 percent. Also
avallable to help on fnding are
RC & D loans at the same
interest rate for a period up to 30
years lor projects costing less
than $250,000

The projects will provide $2.5
billion gallons of water yearly by
the year 2015 the engineers
projected. About 20 percent of
that water is currently available,
i percent to be provided h}' Lthe
Three Mile Creek Watershed
project in Union County and the
Little River project, and the
remaining 55 percent from the
four other projects: White
Breast, Honey Creek, Grand
Hiver and [ecaria source areas.

SIRWA currently has 4.200
signers for the system and has
hired coordinstor, Schnoor to
head the study for the [easibility
for rural water., The three
volume engineering report will
be completed and submitted for
board approval in about a month,
Connett sald

The Creston meeting was at
tended by nine Clarke Countians
representing various boards and
councils involved in the question
of rural waler Systems.




Group to Pick
Up Old Trees |

The Youth Conservation group 1]
of Clarke Community High
School will again pick up Christ |
mas trees from Osceocla resi- 1
dences on Saturday, January 8.
The pick-up crews will work
from 8 a.m. Lo noon. | |

Residents are asked to place |
Christmas trees on the curb in
front of their homes before 1]
Saturday morning. As in the past
three years, the trees will be cut
into chips for the trails leading to
the outdoor classroom and biolo-

gy pond.

TREE PICK-UP: Members of the CCHS Youth collection will be Saturday morning, January 8.
W‘uf“ group get an early start on Helping load trees are Kirk Ticknor, Brad
collecting discarded Christmas trees. The main Eggers, Cathy Carroll and Cathy Henrichs.
|

ATTENDED CONSERVATION CONFERENCE: Laura Lewis, left, .
and Belinda Wickham recently returned from a National Association

of Conservation Districts convention in Atlanta, Georgia. The two :
are Clarke Community High School students.

convention which began
Tu?(} Students February 6. The girls returned

from Atlanta last week.

Attend Meeting The youths were involved in

Two members of the Clarke
Youth Conservation Board at-
tended a convention of the
National Association of Con-
servation Districts held recently
in Atlanta, Georgia.

Belinda Wickham and Laura
Lewis were selected by the Youth
Board Council to attend the

many activities at the 1977 NACD
convention planned by the Youth
Programs Committee. Displays,
slide presentations and dis-
cussion forums had been sched-
uled for them at the convention.

William Greiner, director for
the department of soil con-
servation, made the arrange-
ments and accompanied the stu-
dents to Atlanta.
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Liberty
B e e SR
Hilda McKnighl

Mr. and Mrs. Randy Brown,
Joleen and Brian called in the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Glenn
McKnight early Thursday
evening

Mr. and Mrs. Randy Brown,
Joleen, Brian and Rusty Brown;
Glenda McKnight of Indianola;
Mr. and Mrs. Corwin Reins, Kim
and Jamie of Lacona; and Mrs
Selma Reins of Milo called on Mr
and Mrs. Steven McKnight
Friday evening

Marilyn Sue Sergeant spent the
weekend with her folks, Mr. and
Mrs Jim Sharp. Marilyn s a
student in Creston, and had spent
the past week in the hospilal
Lher e

Mr. and Mr=. Pat Sullivan of
Cedar Rapids spent the past
weekend in the hame of Mr. and
My Steven MeEnight

SO o] Lhe l.adies vid
gathered at the Clifford Harrell
farm Tuesday to dress hens for
Ella and Clifford Harrell

Duane Hartz of lacona was
Wednesday visitor of Steven
McEnight

Barry Rubendashd of Woodburn
spent the weekend with Bryon
Stump

Mr. and Mrs. Earl McKnight
visited Eithel McKnight Sunday
evening

Mr and Mrs. Dwight McEKnight
of Osceola; Deblile Day of In
dLando Lo Barry Hubendahl of
Woodburn Mr and Mrs ""l'-i»IT
slump and Bryon: Mr. and Mrs
Lraig Stump, Jennifer and
Rimberly Mr Raymond
McKnight and Brad were
Saturday dinner guests of Mrs
Elthel McKnight

Mrs. Roger Downard and Mrs
Dale McKnight ok Enola
Downard of Van Wert to her
doctor in Leon Monday. Enola
remained in the hospital there

Dale McEnight called on Roger
Downard Sunday evening

Mr. and Mrs. Roger -Downard
visited his mother, Mr. and Mrs
Bill Tiedge and Enola Downard
in Van Wert Friday evening

Mr and Mrs Robert
Donaldson have been home a
week now, after spending some
time In Florida wvisiting their
daughter and family. They also
did o lttle sight seeing

Liberty Ladies Ald will hold an
all day meeting with Ethel
sargent February 4. We will be
guilting

e S T WO
Woodburn

Leols lenking

Anwual

Pegry were Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Taylor and family, Clifford
Mason, Harley Pippin, Mr. and
Mrs. Condon Clark and family
and Dennis Smith

Mrs. Fern Jamison spent
Thursday afternoon with Mrs
Fern Bovles

Mrs. Jesse Jenkins spent
Monday in Chariton with Olive
Gills al Chariton Manor

e e ™y
11 aver

Mrys Kennelh Landers

Chryl Fizer visited Sunday
afterncon with her grandparents
Mr. and Mra. Roy Woll

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Henrichs
ind baby spent Sunday evening
with Uwir grandmother. Mrs
b.va Henrichs

Mrs. Genevieve Perry has
moved to Afton Hotel apartment
o spend the rest of the winter

the ladies of the Thayer
Church are having a potluck
dinner al the home of Mra
lruman Shroudemier Toesday
February 2

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Oglesbee and
{family and Mr. and Mrs. David
Hower and family had dinner
Saturday with Mr. and Mrs
iTuman Shroudemiler

Freddie Powers had 1o miss b
few davs school last week, had
fly

Friendly Clircle group Is to
meel with Mrs. Darlene Henrichs
Woednesday, January 28

Hopeville
IR e, ST e R
Miri. Vern GEarman

Dale Chew visited his mother,
Mrs. Edith Chew Saturday

Kenneth Beaman was a lown
aller Saturday afternoon

ladies Ald met with Dorothy
Dunfee at her home January 21
Eleven members were present,
work for the afternoon was
working on the ald quilt. Darothy
served a lovely lunch at closing
tme

Edith Chew spent Monday with
Mr. and Mrs. Olin Reasoner

some Ireinds called on the
symond boys recently

Nol much here o write, 80
news 1s scarce as wriler can't get
out much

T e —— =
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. AQUARIANS
I'e Aquarians met at the home
r) mld e i Ly
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Around
The

Circuit

INDIANOLA Fire Depart
ments from Indianola and
lacona joined Milo firemen in
battling a stubborn blaze thal
dulled St \uustine Catholle
{C"hareh in Mo Thursiday rlli'hi

lanuary 2

Jerry Nelson Indianola
(hamber of Comumerce mem
bership chairman, ha an-
monced I-iqlf'-‘- [or a membership
Ciontext wilh L Knoxville

Chamber. The challenge ssued,
he said. is for the most new
members signed up by March |

CHARITON Katherine Hibbs
has been named the Chariton
Communily High School
recipient of tUhe Belly Crocker
Family lLeader of Tomormrow
Award Home Ecomomisc In
structor, Mrs, Emily Wyckoll
announced today

Questions continue o be
submiiled o school and Cllizen's
Bullding Committee officials
concerning the February 17 vole
on  thw p.’ruprmrwj $1 .68 million
junior high school

PELLA Twelve finalists will
appear before a panel of judges
Monday evening for the coveled
Ulle of 1976 Tullp Queen

Cenlral College will host a
special orderence on e Dulch
in America Monday as ['-.i!'! i
this nation's Bicentennial ob-
ST VTP

CRESTON The annual
Mothers Mareh of Dimes

OSCEQOLA TRIBUNE
3 Twes., Fob. ), 1974

collected $1.000 51 In the Creston
area Sunday with the help of a
number of volunteers,

A 10-member sleering com-
mittee Lo get a needs assessment
of the Creston community schools
underway has been appointed

I'he old master clock which had
controlled the class bell system
it the Creston high school for
nearly 50 years has been given (o
the Union County Historical
Society. 1t is to be placed in the
historical museumn at McKinley
;n:f"l'.

HLOOMFIELD Unem-
ployment compensation to Davis
County residents increased a
whopping 77 percent during the
month of December

Harold D. Bogert, chairman of
the DaVvis County ASC Cord-
mittee, sald today that the 1978
ACF Program has been
developed for Davis County

LEON A new US Post Office
s now In operation in Garden
Grove. Workmen are putting
{inishing touches on the Interior
of the bullding. The white and
brown structure s a great ad-
dition to the town of Garden
Grove. Many cilizens are
working hard to fix up the store
(ronts and create new businesses

Al & recent meeting of the
Decatur County Fair Board of
Directors, It was agreed that a
donation fund would be
established for a permanent set
of scales to welgh ¢H and FFA

Hvestock at the county [air

Shop Osceolal

FURNITURE LIQUIDATION-LOOK!!

We will liquidate The fellowing items immediately o make
room for several Iruck loads of unclaimed furniture

11 MaMress & box springs. Full sire. Complete

S$B1), enasnssasne
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Why Fay More?
80 Frames Fullor Twin, or Queen only sssnsssssnn 10.45. EA

Why Pay Mare?
3o Sets coltee andend 1ables ' s price only covessss 29.9% EA

Why Pay More?

1T Sdrawer chests in walnul or maple linish wood
'D"”"r' SERErraas eI S a R AR ERA BN ]"‘i EA
Why Hay More?

&5 Man e Fi"r‘" Bll'lu'n AEsEwaE

'l"-'-l'iliiidil‘-*1ll BBEn

Why Pay More?

120 Asserted rugs. Assorted sizes. colors with rub

b bdulnnq CRAREE B
Why Pay

'-'l'-l'l!ll!!lll!-llli.: " Eﬂ-

More?

128 track lape decks, Fitf all Systems. OnlY sasees 19.95 EA

Whis P5
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Random Recollections
By Arthur B. McQuern
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Wednesday, February 9
Fish, buttered potatoes, tartar
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Handicapped To Receive—

Special Parking P

Hlanicapped motorists in lowa
vill be ahle to apply lor dentil

I

cation devices which gives them

special parking privileges
throughout the state beginning
January

Applications for the devices
will be available at Jowa I“l'p.‘lrl
ment of Transportation (DOT)
drivers heense staltions, county
treasurer's offices and the Gov
ernor's Committee on the Em
oplovment of the Handicapped
e in Des Moines. Each device
will cost §1

i
ol

Dilferent devices will be is
sueid to gn-r'n'.drl--r'.l[_x and temp
orarily handicapped apphicants.
A permanently disabled person
will receive a device with a white
wheelehair figure on a blue
background-the International
Svmbol of Access-and will be
marked "permanent”. A person
who is temporarily disabled will
recolve A device with &8 htlil'
wheelchair figure on a white
background. An expiration date
will be displayed on the tempor
ary device. Upon expiration, the
device will have to be returned to
the DOT

Parking spaces for handi
capped people have been ar
ranged  at many locations
throughout the state to give
1 betler aceess Lo businesses
ind other factlities., Spaces are

| with International Sym

lowa Yield
Tests Available

Results from the [owa Larn
I Grad orghum

| Tost ducted by low
Limiversily are now awv atl
from vour counly exXlension

office. These Lest results are nol

he er when selecting a
i 1 1E

(L A decision
'here were 100 entries 1n the
1976 Towa Corn Yield Test. The
erare vield of all varieties in
the southwest lowa district was
131 bushels per acre. Plots are

muchine planted and harvested
sa vields should be x‘ulllp.'i.r.llll]t* Lo
what & farmer could expect. The
range- in vields was 1056 to 157

/‘\\r\\:\uc\\ Q\e.c\_\,m-‘k \AT)

InteErnatoonml Symibn

Handicappe
IdentiG

Expires

Temporary

bal of Access signs. Vehicles
parked in the spaces will have to
clearly display the identification
device,

Daryl Hinners, Carroll, will be
the first handicapped person to

e

receive a device during a special 2
root and stalk lodging percent 3}
nd the stand percent, Test |}

4

cations 1of District T {south
west Jowa) were in Madison, ¥
Adams and Pottawatamie coun

Lie

ra

in

[he Sovbean Yield Test for
southern lowa was conducted al
three locations—near Stuart,
Farragut and Agency with 90 4
virieties tested, Yields ranged
from 35 to 49 bushels per acre
with the average being around
15. Other information available
ludes maturity rating, height
in inches, lodging score, emer
sence, chlorosis and phytopthera
ratings and seed type and availa
bility of the seed in 1977.
he Grain Sorghum Yield Test
for southern Iowa is located in
Ringgold county at the Grundy
Shelby Research Center. There
were 33 hybrids entered in the
test in 1976 with an average yield
of 153 and a range of 105 to 185.
(ther information listed includes

i

lL
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Conservation

T a.22-77
Board Okays

Request for Water Hookup

The Clarke County Con-
eprvalion board sl a meeting last
week voted to allow the city of
Osceola to draw water from Easl
Lake

The eity asked permission Lo
use water from the lake in the
event of a water shortage in the
area. A hook-up will be provided
by the city for farmers Lo oblain
water for their livestock needs

stabilization structure above the
lake and reconstructing the dam

The group s budget for Lhe nexl
fiscal vear was presented by
Frank Riley and accepled by the
entire board

Representatives of Lhe Clarke
County Historical Sociely
requested an increase In Lhe
appropriation the sociel)
receives from the conservation

I JALLbLé I{I ‘Ll-th}‘n.( E‘H‘

.f-l'_‘p

Area Farmers Should

Tell Watershed Needs

The
Roard
considerable amount of planning
activity in the watershed district
15 coming up during the next 12
months

A nolice recelved [rorm Lthe So0L

White Breast
recels |~-i

Walershid

notice Lthat O

concentrombng Ltheir l'ffl-T1__'- on one

wilershed

Creek Watershed In Van Buren
County and will now devole their
LA L () the Whilt Breasl

Walershed

al a4 time. They jusl
---rl.[-:-'ll--1 1l NN i

h Indiar

———— —— —— -

The board also rejected an board. Members of the local Conservallon Service sald thal Don Short, chairman of the
engineering estimate for the firgt horseshoe pitching association the plamning stall has beo Wiatershed Board met with Lhe
phase of developing East Lake Aasked the !-‘“i*m to set a date for : ~ board members last week ¢
Park. The first phase involves ”_"- annual horseshoe contest &l b i1 naking plans for the
bullding & small grade East Lake Park cheduled activities. Short said

Recent mailings from the State thiit local residents should ex-
Conservation Commission Wert oress their desires for location of
also discussed e da wiler supply need
Board members present al the lood atrol res 1- :|i-" ; i
meeting were Jim Asmus, Harold s Tafanaat = o iie nites Sl
Bennett, John O Neall, Melvin z public mesting w g :-..-'- :
Goeldner, chalrman and Frank m .1 e Tl 'r ' i -l
Riley, executive offices taff to review their plans and |
The next meeling of e Cou v Wiellied - Aathes g v s
servation board will be March 15 3 ol "
al B p.m. st the courthouse } Somantal dafs o
na ! nmental
el White | : y + '
! [hese probier A
' Board Reviews Plan f el R
oa eviews rFianiror SR & acheds
1 hae nexl i r ] T

. White Breast Dams

I

ET VLl Service OHcq The

Dl 11 q ML LN LM | ‘:'_.

meet on t
maonth and
encouraged to at-

{rom E."i‘d."' L ounty who are

electied by L

The White Breast Watershed
Board met March 9 to review the
pru;mwd structure sites and to
consider alternative proposals
for the plan. Flooding has always
been the greatest concern o the 10
farmers who farm the bottom
lands in the watershed as well as
to those who have land on down
stream from the watlershed
boundaries

The wetershed boards objec
tive is to develop a plan that will
have enough dams located
throughout the watershed Lo
cateh the runoff and release it
slow enough to prevent down
stream flooding. In addition they
hope that one of the larger dams
can be located so that it can serve
as a watersupply for rural and
city water needs

An assessment of the present
cropland and pastureland polen:
tial will be prepared by the
board, This information 18 ) 4
needed by the Soil Conservation E( <
Service walershed planners in e . 4
preparing the watershed plan >

Daon Short, chairman, said that
there will be an electioh of board
members and officers at the next
meeting which will be held Apri
4 7:30 p.m. st the Soil Conserva
tion Service Office. The board
consists of 14 members [rom

" i ! l'ih.'u
he landowners in the

walarshed Hoard mrrn ey

terms Aare Lhred

UPEes everyone

_'r' ars S D0
i the watershed

altend this mecUng

RETIRES FROM SCS OFFICE: Arlene Garner, right, is pictured
lhﬂ"ﬂ'inﬂ the ropes (o her l't'l_l‘l.l"l“ﬂllt'l‘l-i Linda Hodge She is
concluding 14 years as a clerk/typist for the Clarke County Seil
Conservation District. Mrs, Garner started working at the olflice
when it was located in the post office basement and has worked with
two distriet conservationists, Clarence Ford and the present
conservationist. Keith Ticknor, The new trainee is a former Lhen
Moines resident.

Clarke County and four members




SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE: Everyone
attending the Farm and Home Day found Curnes, Hazel
something to talk about, look st or listen to.

)

Shown are, left to right, Larry Siefkas, David

Siefkas, Betty Webb, Fran

Siefkas and John Webb, all of Osceola.

Farm and Home Day

Turnout ‘Very Good’

Turnout at the hrst annual
Farm and Home Day sponsored
by the Clarke County Extension
Service last week was “very
good” and extension personnel
said the event will probably be
repeated next year.

More than 125 men and women
attended the educational pro
grams designed for homemakers
and farmers. Sessions were held
during the day on Thursday on
such topics as reduced tillage

equipment and chemicals, wall
arrangements, storage in the
house, [urnishing and p1anl de-
corating.

Fixhibits by 20 seed and chemi-
cal companies, implement deal
ers and home decorators were
also featured.

Alan Teel, county extension
director, said the topic of forage
production is being considered
for next year's Farm and Home
Day

HOW TO HANG "EM: Marilyn Werner speaks to area women about
how to decorate the walls during one of the home-oriented sesslons

at Farm and Home Day last week.




Need

Conservalionists and engineers
in Clarke County know that a new
dam and spillway is needed at
East Lake before the old one
deteriorates and the whole lake is
lost

All but one of the commissions
and agencies which need lo be
consulted have stamped their
approval to the project

The plans are completed

The easemenls have
obtained

And the Clarke County Con-
servation Board is ready to take
bids on the construction

Money, however, is the force
which hinders implementation of
the pro ject which will ensure that
East Lake Park lasts longer, IS
more safe and is more functional
for recreation, according to
Melvin Goeldner, chairman of
the Clarke County Conservation
Board

The entire package calls for a
new dam, a structure to control
erosion at one end of the 13-acre
lake and additional recreational
facilities for the 70-acre park

Right now the board s counting
their pennies and streamlining
specifications for
structing the new 32 foot high
dam and spillway which they feel
is the most critical of the three
needs for the lake

been

s
Ll

the

Keith Ticknor from the Soll
Conservation Service, which
designed the dam. said the

present 60-year old dam could

T ;\L._u.,_t £ AN\ '

|

unds for
ew East Lake Dam

give out “in a year or two of
heavy rains.'”” The concrele
spillway has sulffered much

erosion and significant seepage
has already occuwrred, according
to the project report

The project earned the
unanimous approval of the lowa

Natural Resources Council
recently and ocouncil member
Merwin Dougal cited the

deteriorating condition of the
present dam. “If they had a food

now, they'd probably lose the
lake
An additional safety {actor

which enters is the proximity of
the lake to Highway M

Al a2 meeting last week, lhe
onservation board looked al
ways to trim the cost for dam
construction which has swelled
from the original $60 000 to §116
000 due to inflation and the ad
dition of other specifications

Ticknor said the group may be
able to save money by
having riprapping and seeding
done ii'lt'il.”fm

Construction costs will be
shared 50-5C by the SCS and the
Clarke County Conservation
Board using county tax funds and
Hesource Conservation and
Development Alter
native funds being
sougnt

The conservation board had
hoped to ask for bids on the
construction of the first phase of
the project in April. However,

SOITIEe

SOUrces

are Also

now It looks like it will be 111.!?-

before the lowa Conservation
Commission can meet Lo consider
their approval for the plan
Goeldner learned last week

The reconstruction of the dam
Bnd installation of the condul

an be done wilthou!
lake. Ticknor
4

:?;“' "‘;'Ll;“ﬁ'l
having to drain the

sadd. The new dam will be budll
downstream [ram the existing
dam and the elevation «f the new
dam: will be four or five feet
Mgher. However, the lake level
will remaln the sams

Ticknor samid the other Lw
ases of the projet ““can waill a
{PW veiurs A grade siahilizstior
gructure |8 eventually necded o
cgl down on erodon and sUting of
the lake and the recreatioral
improvements would increase
mage of the park ounty

residents
About
recreational

planned for the park in

$140.000 worth of
unprovements Aart
luding o
paved access road, two fishing

plers. a sheller house modern
nfort statlions. boal ramp.
clectrical hook-ups (n the camp
i area and more picnic tables
and grills
Fast lake Park s Clark:
(County's only public park which

15 ot located within a town

QLD SPILLWAY CRACKING UP: The present
tpillway al the Eas! Lake dam shows evidence of
shifting Clarke County Con
servalion Board plans specify the removal of the
and of B new
spiltway of precas! reinforced concrele pipe with a

cracuing ang

concrele LRI T} installation

B e —

-

hooded inlet and a propped outlet. An open
vegelatlive earth emergency spillway channel will
also be provided for runcf! from storms of greater
magnitude than the principal spiliway is designed
10 handle.
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White Breast Not Up
For President’s Review

The White Breast Watershed
project in Clarke and Lucas
Counties is not one of the 27
watershed projects in Jowa
which will come under close
serutiny by the Carter admini-
stration to see whether they
should be completed or halted.

Keith Ticknor, Soil Conserva-
tion director, said that the White
Breast project which calls for
construction of 15 small dams
along White Breast “is not far
enough along that it will be
iffected by what's happening
now."

The full-scale review of the 27
l[owa rural watershed projects
was ordered by the administra
tion to make sure the projects
meet President Carters new
standards of environmental and
financial planning criteria. Most
of the projects are already under
construction. A total of 1,185
projects will be studied nation-
wide and final recommendations
made to Carter by July 15.

White Breast is still in the
planning stages, with the state
SCS watershed planners pre-
paring the work plan. Ticknor
said the project will be com-
pleted following the Carter ad-
ministration regulations for
small watersheds.

“White Breast will be one of
the first ones to be written under
the procedure and it will meet
the requirements,” Ticknor
stated.

Ticknor said the changes made
by Carter require the writing of
two plans—one to maximize en-
vironmental benefits and a see-
ond to maximize financial bene-
fits. After public presentation of
the plans to the residents in the
watershed, a final plan is written
that combines the environmental
and financial plans.

In the past, watershed plans

have focused on the financial
benefits of constructing the
dams, such as flood and erosion
control for farmers, rather than
environmental aspects such as
providing replacement land for
wildlife ousted from a new lake
area, Ticknor said.

Dams planned in the White
Breast Watershed will prevent
floods and control erosion on
57,000 acres of land in Lucas and
Clarke counties. Twelve dams
are planned for construction in
Clarke County and three for
Lucas County, all along White
Breast Creek.

Following finalization of the
plans, the project will go to the
SCS in Washington and to the
local units for approval. Ticknor
said the plans should be done
within a year.

“We're getting a good start on
those plans,” Ticknor said.

A meeting will be held this
summer to get input from resi.
dents in the watershed for the
financial and environmental
plans, and a follow-up session
will be scheduled before the linal
plan is finished.

The project is largely funded
with federal monies under the
Small Watershed Act of 1954,

The next meeting of the White
Breast Watershed Board will be
Monday, April 4, at 7:30 p.m, at
the SCS office in Osceola for
election of board members and
officers and a review of the
progress of the watershed plans.
All interested persons are in-
vited.

C" ¢.ﬁ-r-i;ua.r3 "\-L)Qv-\.i o © -.,Ck‘?u

Soil and Watef Survey
Sent to Clarke Farmers

Richard Conseth, Chairman of
the Clarke County Resource
Coordinating Committee an-
nounced that the committee is
mailing a survey seeking farmer
advice on soil conservation and
water quality. Currently, the
committee is aiding in the prepa-
ration of a plan mandated by the
1972 Federal Water Pollution
Control Act amendments.

The plan is being done to
improve water quality in the
nation’s rivers. In Jowa and
Clarke County this means the
control of soil erosion and agri-
cultural runoff, non-point pollu-
tion. The committee hopes to aid
in the development of a plan that
does this job, while creating
minimum hardships for individ-
uals,

Gonseth, notes that 70 surveys
will be mailed in Clarke County,
The individuals to whom the
surveys will be forwarded were
randomly selected from a list of
landowners and operators within
the county. There will be NO
personal identification of individ-
uals participating.

onseth asks that people who
receive these surveys complete
and return them. The Clarke
County Resource Coordinating
Committee will use this informa-
tion to advise the lowa Depart-
ment of Soil Conservation
throughout the water quality
planning process.

7GAH3

Friendly Circle is to me
Wednesday, April 6 with Mr
Lucille Davidson. '

Plant Trees at East

I e ————

12?‘ Madison Chape

Evelyn Camp

Mr. and Mrs. Russell Richa
Sr. went to see John Clark
Perry on Sunday. On their %
home they stopped to visit
and Mrs. J. C. Kipping
Redfield. ‘

Madison Chapel Circle n
with Bessie Kirk Wednesc
afternoon.

Mr. and Mrs. Russell Richa:
Sr. were supper guests of Pal
cia Simmerman and child
Friday night. Don was at wor

Mr. ang Mrs. Bob Moore; )
and Mrs. Charles Moore; Mr, &
Mrs. Frank Kirk; Mr. and M
Nelson Simmerman and Mr. 2
Mrs. Neil B. Merton from .
toona visited Mr. and
Clayton Kirk Friday evening.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Simm
man and family were supj
guests of Mr, and Mrs. Nelt

Sunday evening.

*q‘ AR SunCaY &
i SARRATE R

planting are Jim Calhoun, right; Frank Riley,
middle; and Red Stamand, left. ;
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ARBOR ASSISTANTS: The Clarke County Con-
servation Board last week planted 500 red pine
seedlings slong East Lake.

Helping with the
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Bucky Beavers Boisterously —

Topple Tender Trees

The city sanitation department
has been playing a game of cat
and mouse with beavers trying
to move in along White Breast

treatment southeast of

Osceola.
The beavers have been making
good headway on several dams in

plant

stream, [olling the city ecrew's

attempts to dig out a channel for
Lthe water to flow.

Eldon Shepherd, city waste

Creek near the new sewage the half-mile stretch of the water superintendent, said that

-
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t
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MOONLIGHT PROJECT: Water collects in & small
pond behind the largest of several beaver dams
slong a streteh of White Breast Creek near the new

sewage plant Followiag several davs ol moderate
w.mm-un.m-mm

he's removed part of Lthe biggest
dam along the stream several
times, but the beavers have it
completely rebuilt by the next
Mmorning.

“This is the worst year we've
scen them,” Shepherd said

Although the dams have n¢
effoct on the sewage lagoon and
treatment system, the beavers
are felling numerous Lrees along
the banks and also stopping the
waler flow, Shepherd said.

He thinks the dams or the
beavers should be permanently
removed. Possible methods in
clude trapping the beavers, mov
ing them o another site or
dynamiting the dams

County Soil Conservationist
Keith Ticknor disagreed, saying,
“I'm enough of a conservationist,
| don't like to see Lhem des
troyed”. He added that the
beaver dams are "some nuls

ance by causing some local
flooding around the dam
“It doesn’t really stop the

waler from going downsiream,
though. It doesn't take long for
the dam to NIl and then it's
running over the top,” Ticknor
stated. The water Now may be
temporarily blocked while the
area fills, he said

Shepherd sald he's not sure
how many beavers are in the
area, but estimated there were
‘quite a pile of them.™ City
persannel never catch the ani
mals actually working, but see
the gnawed trees, paw Lracks
and several of the holes in the
stream bank where the beavers
live

The beavers have felled about
a dozen medium to large sized
trees in the immediate area of
the largest dam. The toothy
animals always select living trees

(Lonunuea on back page)

#1851 BEAVERS: Gnaw
evidence of the beavers a
Breast reek

Mare About

Beavers

Continued from Pi. 1)

——————————————

for their construction Ticknor
waid the trees usually resprout
{from the base SO that the root
sVl holding together the
stream banks s maintained
Osceola Mayvor Jack Jelireys
t hat '! beavers were a

but not & major prob

agreed

nulsance

om {or the city. He said he would
AV ise .‘"'.“:l-‘j‘!"l"r'-i LD l."".t"l:"l 'H'Iih
sLali authorities before re

moving the beavers or dams

[ U::.I_';.i".l‘.;v

The City of Osceola owns the
land on the northeast side of the
stream and is building s new
sewage treatment system in the

Area

ed tree stumps and [elled trees arv

¢ work in the wooded area along
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Interseeding Is New Technique
To Improve Grass Pastures

Two dozen area farmers and
agriculturists were present at an
interseeding demonstration held
on the Richard Gonseth farm
Thursday, April 14.

Interseeding was explained by
Extension Director Alan Teel as
a relatively new technique for
improving permanent or sown
grass pastures by interseeding
legumes into grass sods. -

Various advantages for erosion
control and maximum use of the
land are gained by avoiding
having to plow the field for
seeding, Soil Conservationist
Keith Ticknor told the group. S

The interseeding technique .
and equipment were demonstra-
ted for the farmers on hand.
Interseeding begins with soil
testing and application of lime,
fertilizer and weed controller.

An application of Paraquat be- arh ¥ & - ! 52 -. L e
fore seeding retards the existing  § “~ e ’ ' A T vy | A R
grass to allow the new stand & - e Sadhcl. |l LI it SRR e W

better chance to develop. NEW INTERSEEDING EQUIPMENT: Area process of interseeding during a demonstration

The actual seeding is best done
with a special grassland drill that
controls the depth of the seeding.
Such a seeder was used at the
demonstration and the farmers
had a chance to examine it and
see it in astion.

farmers look over a special seeder for the new last week on the Richard Gonseth farm.

TI:iE RESULT: County Extension Director Alan Teel shows the
planting rows made during interseeding a field of existing grass
with alfalia.

T
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East Lake Plan
Sent to ICC

The Clarke County Conserva
tion Board last week decided Lo
submit the RC & D measure plan
for East Lake Park to the State
Conservation Commission for
their secrutiny

The board also authorized
purchase of eight new picnic
tables for the park and Frank
Riley reported that Joe Swarts
of the State Conservation Com
mission would treat East Lake
for algae. He also reported on the
mowing at the three county
parks.

The group voted to nol partic
ipate in an equipment sharing
plan at the present time

A horseshoe tournameni will
be held at East Lake Park on
Sunday, May 29

The next meeting of the con
servalion board will be Tuesday,
June 21, st 5 pm. at the
court houss .

Plan Beef
Test Program

A beel cattle production test
ing program is being initiated by
the RC&D Beel Cattle Advisory
Council, This program will begin
by June 1, and will serve Adair,
Adams, Clarke, Decatur, Madi
son, Ringgald, Tavlor and Union
Lountios

Phe program will emphasize
onthe larm weighing of calves
as well as & complete record
krv,"-lrl..f syslem in relation to the
beel cow herd

I he program is a pilot project
and will be working closely with
lowa Bee! Improvement Associa
Lion activities in this area. says
Bob Ramses !
stock spoecialist

L | |
rildCresl area uave

pood by Fuller, at far left. The 24 youths alwe
viewed lerracing, sirip cropping, grass waler-
ways and a wildlife reluge.

| CONSERVATION FIELD TRIP: Sixth-graders
from Murray spent an afternoon last week getting
i a conservation tour on the farm of Adrian Fuller.

The students are being shown a dropped inlet

ke ys to Keeping a Better Pasture

!If you are a cow-call
perator, you need a pas-
e system that will pro-
de forage Irom early
pring until late fall or sarly
intér; yearling operators
egd about the same kind
if a pasture system

To get pastures 1o do this
ou néeed an sarly pasture
¥ Spning grazing. a high
roducing, drought resist-
" pasture for July and
ugust. The pasture used
) early spring can again be
sed In September and
clober. A winter pasture
nould also be considered
) reduce the expense of
aling and handling hay
some hay will be needed
+ lowa especially during
ariods ol heavy snow and

ice, but by carelul plan-
ning, the amount of hay
néeeded can be greatly re
duced

Allalia Is generally con-
sidered the nation's most
proguctive forage crop. In

teeding value altalla is
considermd »>s Iwo crops
rolled intlo one it com-

pares with com in energy
and with sovbeans as a
prolaln source

Allalla requires a high rate
ol ftertility for maximum
yields. Lime Is especially
critical. The pH should be
alt least6Sbut6B8to701s
better. Phosphorous is the
Kay alement in establishing
stands of legume and
grasses. Polash promotes
top growth and winter-

hardiness and becomes o8
sential alter the stand is
éslablished

Prepare the seedbed well
in agdvance oO! planting If
your work schedule per

mils ﬁtﬂr”!”:} or cult Dacs

ing Dealfore seeding firms
thé soll below 1ha seed
Rolling alter seeding packs

ine s01l around the seed
and provides good mois
lure contact. If the seedbed
s compactiad only once. I
shoul!d be done belora
seeding . this helps prevent
seeding 100 deep. (Seeds
sOown 00 deep do nol
emerge and ! thay do. they
ane weaak and rarely sur-
ViviEe. )

A good seeding rate for
Southern lowa Is B-10 Ibs

¥ allalla per acre with aix
10 8igM pounds of brome

grass or 'our to tive pounds

| orchardgrass

Don't overiook orchard
Jrass when '.'I{‘ﬂ".!""ﬁ; u
grass-legume mixiure 1or
hay of pasture. Orchard
grass-allalla 1Of hay Qr
orchardgrass-trefoil tor

pasiure are common mix
lurea DoINng used hemd In
>outhern lowa

Sterling orchardgrass s a
variely with many out
stanaing 1rails Such as
high lormge yields, quick
recovery irom mowing or
grazing and supernor win-
This seed |s
avallable on the opén mar-
ket, Il you can't lind ster-

ling seed, don't be alrald to

terhmargingss

—————

piant sSoms common oOc
meas! K ] I s uld be

.|"."'"Tl"rl".'|"il and L f-kltl.l-'r..

.:-J.Tl_" iR ailr ".,'.;r" noerm

ally 1 will RO ] Miluce as

In Southarn lowa, oarly
Spring seedings with oats
e yery successiul and are
Mmeommanded Troung oOr
shardgrass seedlings may
wintertill so fall seedings
are no! recommaendead
Havé you iriad reed ca-
narygrass for pasture? It
produces enough forage 1o
Support iwo COWS pér acra
during May and June with
propar managemanil

Heed canarygrass does
wall on mos!t lowa solls. I
poorly
drained solls becausa of I8
fiooding and
slanding water. In addition
10 Iis adaplation 1o wel

IS8 B natlural 100

iolgrance 10

Silées, reed canarygrass is
one of the most drought
iolerant of the cool season
Under

managemani this spacia:

-,Jl'd'_n."'a.r". L”.-i\*}r

10 Well ON uplang siias
S ."r.-; .__.“”1|.-I_1_ L B N o
oimmaon ; Nowevali (oad

1M ygrass can be siow 10
establish and may even lail

when weed compeatition is
severe. Il a lall seading is
pliannied, maxke the seeding
Delween August 1 and Sep-
embar 11 the aarier the
IE‘zni"'\i"'!"'-ui ralea lor
ih spnng ang fall seed-

1 ""!"'1 g1 T 15 ".. ;.I-...*r‘tdli [:.tlr

(]

L

Fant §
el
-

t

rowth starts aarly in the
spring with grazing avall-
able in the last week of
April or tirst week of May
Heed canarygrass, which Is
a heavy producer, will maka
80 percent of Its years
growth by July 1. For bast
quality pastures, Il should
bé grazed 1o 12 1o 18 inches
during the flush growing
period of May and June
Heed canarygrass Is a
heavy yielder when cut for
hay. Besl guality In thea lirst
cutting i1s obtained when
sead nheads first begin 1o
appear. When cutl at this
ime, aleaty and produclive
JeCOonNd crop rasuils which
1150 MmaKkes axcallent hay
FoOr ore unh_&fr!m!l.;-n
ure planning and
Keith
ficknor, district conserva
tionist with the Soil Can-
sarvalion Service

se«€ding gntact



Over 80% of Corn
Crop Planted

Clarke County farmers are
well ahead of previous years on
corn and soybean planting this
spring. Already, more than B0
percent of the corn crop for Lhe
area has been planted, according
to lowa crop reports and esti:
mates by local farm officials.

Farmers experienced few de-
lays in fieldwork last week and
the percentage of corn acreage
planted in south central lowa
rose from 33 percent to B0
percent in the past week, reports
the lowa Crop and Livestock
Reporting Service. Statewide,

corn planting is 81 percent
complele, compared with last
year's mark of 63 percent and a
five year average of 33 percent.

The crop outlook for this
season is brightening, but Soil
Conservationist Keith Ticknor
said Clarke County is still
“pretty short” on moisture in the
soil and needs some good rains to
cateh up on what is considered
the normal yearly rainfall
amount of 34 inches.

Topsoil moisture in the area is
71 percent adequate, and subsoil
moisture is only 43 percent
adequate, according to the re-
poriing service.

Scattered rains have aided
germination and 14 percent of
the corn crop has already
emerged in the south centrall
lowa area. Soybean planting is
about 12 percent completed in
what is the earliest reported
planting date since 1971.

Alfalfa weevil larva are now
present in most alfalfa fields and
are causing some damage in the
area. Alfalfa reports show pro-
duction about two weeks ahead
of normal and nearing the bloom

stage.

ONE MORE ROUND: Members of the Osceola
Young Farmers this week were planting and
fertilizing corn and bean test plots on 20 acres of
land north #f OGsceola. David Miller said the group
is trying for taximumn yields in test plots using 29
varietivs of sesdis, und various types of fertilizers
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COMIN" UP CORN: The first indications of the
1977 corn crop showed themselves to the sun in
Clarke County last week and the green ribbons of
the upcoming rows can be seen throughout the

tion.

and herbicides. The profits from the project will
help finance the group's trip to l'he National
Young Farmers Institute in Louisville and also
some communily service Programs. Ahﬁulbﬂﬂ
area young fermers are involved in the organiza-
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county. An estimated 14 percent of the corn has
already emerged and more than 80 percent is

planted.
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An ever dwindling supply of water in
Osceola and how to conserve Water until
be the
prime concerns of the Osceols Municipal
Water Board at their June © meeling

rains ean replenish West Lake will

Scanty rains have kept Lhe lake level
hovering at about B0 inches below the top of
the spillway during the past three months
The lake is presently 62 inches below full
level, reports Gary Hembry, cily Wwaler
employee. A year ago the water was flowing
over the spiliway, Hembry said. The level is
the lowest since 1957 when the dam was
raised two [eel In height

The Osceola Municipal Water Board,
which governs water use in (Mceola, has
already requested residents to refrain
from watering lawns and gardens and to
take other water conservalion measures,
but is concerned sbout the pumber of
households not heeding the warnings
sbout a short water supply

The board will discuss possible rationing or
methods to fine waler users who arent
conserving., according to Dr. Fred Wood,

watler board chairman

*There are many, many ways Lo conserve
water without any hardship,” Wood stated
“People should be able to get by on 75
percent of what they use il they really try Lo
conserve waler.”

He suggested that residents stop walering
lawns and gardens, not wash cars, Llake
shorter showers, and flush toilets less often
“Try to keep use of water Lo the necessities,
and even in the necessities remember that
we're a little bit short.’

One possibility to encourage water conser
vation is to take action aguinst waler users
who don't cul down a certain percentage
from their previous waler meter readings,
Wood said. Water board members will
examine the consumption figures from the
next water meter reading and then decide
whether such action is needed,

Several large volume water users have
reduced water consumption. Jimmy Dean
Meat Company, which uses as much water
as the rest ol the city combined when at
full production, has cut back on its own
waler usage Lhe past two months,
sccording to Keith DeBurg, manager
Wood said the water board was informed
that the meal processors are using about
hall as much water as they did in the first
months of the year, which was about
150,000 gallons per day. Other users, such
as the Oseeols Country Club Goll Course
are voluntarily rationing their water

We don't want to alarm anybody, but we
want to get through Lhis withoul causing a
Wood said

Celting throlgn this means conserving and

hardahip on anyone

hoping for rains Lo fill the 125-arre lake
Osceola’s normal rainfall is 15 to 37 nches
annually, but oniy abou! 18 inches has been
recorded for the past 10 months Hecent
rainfall amousts have been 3.5 inches in
Mareh, 3.27 I .“a:'rh and 206 in May

An additional concern through Lhe summer
will be the normal evaporation {actor which
increases during the hot months. Wood said
ahout 100 000 gallons per day evaporales
during the summer when the lake is full
That's about a sixth of whal the city waler
consumption i§ currently running

Several alternatives have been considered
by the board. A plan to use waler {rom East
Lake to supply area {armers with waler {or
livestock was grounded when Il was found to
be too expemmive for the Clarke County
Conservation Board and the cily to fix the
pumps. Still under consideration in the event
waler does run out is a measure Lo pumb
water overland from the pond at Sargent's
Quarry into West Lake for processing

One question often being asked Is how
much water is in the lake and how long will it
last if no rains come: Based on an estimalion
of the amount of water present in the lake in
February and the dally usage, i1 Was
estimated in February that the lake had
enough water Lo last pearly seven months
longer without more rainfall. The Soll
Conservation Service has the equipment Lo

WHERE WILL ALL THE WATER GOT Cracked,
parched earth is seen along the receding shoreline
at Wes! Lake. the source of Oscecla’s water. The

more accurately measure the amount of

water in the lake and has been requested by

the water board to take such A measurement
One good, soaking rain would be enough to

— et o - I — —

West Lake Reservoir Shrinks

lake is 47 inches below the level it was al a year
ago and al the shallow shores, the lake has shrunk

as much as 15 fee! from the normal banks

alleviate the present conecern, but until that
time, water conservation is a must for each
and every citizen each and every day, the
water board stresses.



Set Soil, Water
Conservation

Week Sept. 11

Soil and Water Conservation
Week for 1977 in Jowa will t_ll?
September 11-18, reports Min
Amemiva, extension agronomist
at lowa State University.

This week honors the special
efforts being made to conserve
soil and water, two of the state's
pPrecious resources, . .

Preventing soil erosion 1S an
important task of farm opera-
tors, and Amemiya encourages
farmers to select land use prac-
tices that reduce soil and water
movement.,

On row crop land, he advo:
cates contour farming, strip
cropping, grassed walerways,
muleh tillage, terraces, and con-
servation tillage systems that
leave soil surfaces rough and
protected with plant residues

On sloping land too steep for
continuous row crops, the agron-
omist encourages crop rotations
or converting the land to per-
muanent grass or grass-legume
COver.

asceal€,  DROUGHT Fant (699
tary of Agriculture
Robert Lounsberry reports that
many lowans already have re

quested emergency drought
aid and that hundreds more are
expected to apply if drought
conditions continue.

Lounsberry said Towa is one of
24 states which President Jimmy
Carter has declared eligible for
$800 million in emergency fed
eral drought assistance.

Cooperating federal agencies
in [owa include the Soil Conser
vation Service, Extension Ser
vice, Farmers Home Admini-
stration, Small Business Admini
stration, and Agriculture Stabili
zation and Conservation Office
Farmers are eligible for grants
and loans, often at low interest
rales.

Communities also can get help
if they have suffered from the
drought, such as having a Lown
well go dry.

“lowans can ask for help for
many conservation projects such
as d;‘illmg new wells and building
farm ponds and terraces. Ma.
chinery dealers who have lost
sales because of drought can also
apply for aid,” Lounsberry said.

“In addition to federal aid, the
gtate has recently allocated $4.2
million for cost-sharing soil con
servation projects,” he said,

“The millions of dollars ear-
marked for drought assistance in
lowa highlights the seriousness
of the prolonged drought, the
worst in 100 years, and which 1s
still with us to 4D
degree.”

“Loans and grants will help,
but what we need are
some good, two or three-inch
poakers,” said Lounsberry.

unknown

really

EREE WATER FOR ALL: Wafter from East Lake is being oHered
free 1o area farmers and anyone else who wants to use the untreated
lake water. A gravity flow pump was set up Tuesday at East Lake
Park. The county furnished the pipe which runs downhill from the
dam to the pump, the city departments helped dig the pipe line and a
plumber was hired 1o hook up the pump. City water officials

arranged to have water pumped from East Lake to relieve the load of
freated city water being used for farm purposes. Water Superin-
tendent Ralph Squier, at left, said the water is fit for watering
livestock, spraying, watering gardens and other outdoor uses. It is
not treated for drinking use by humans. There is no charge and no
limit on the amount of water that can be taken.

Osceol\a Sexdnne I“M""i“‘

Give Approval to
East Lake Plan

Plans for improvements at
East Lake Park submitted by the
county conservation board were
approved by the lowa State
Conservation Commission last
week.

The park is located one-quar-
ter mile east of Osceola along the
13-acre East Lake.

The plan which the conserva-
tion commission approved calls

for reconstruction of the dam at
the lake at a cost of $116,000 and
additional recreational develop-
ment at the park.

The new 32-foot high dam is
the most critical part of the
project, board members believe.

The present dam and spillway is
B0 years old and in poor condi-
tion. The spillway has suffered
from extensive erosion and sig-
nificant seepage has already

occured, according to the project
report.

Other improvements called for
include a two-lane access road,
picnic area with additional park-
ing space, a picnic shelter, la-
trines, 26 picnic tables, 14 grills,
and trash cans. The camp-
grounds will be further deve-
loped with a roadway, gravel
parking pads and electrical hook-
ups, picnic tables, fire rings and
trash disposing units. A water
supply line from Osceola will
supply water to the camping and
picnic areas.

Financing the entire $260,000
project will be shared by the Soil
Conservation Service and the
conservation board,

Frank Riley, of the county
conservation board, said bids will
be taken on the construction
specifications in the near future.
After the bids are examined, the
board will decide U they can
afford to go ahead with all or part
of the project.
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SIRWA Canvasses Rural Areas

Rural residents in Clarke
County, who have not yet joined
the Southern lowa Rural Water
Association will be contacted by
canvassers in the next several
weeks. The canvassers will dis-
cuss the proposed water associa
tion with the residents and
survey interest in the proposal,

Residents will be asked to sign
a water users subscription and
agreement to indicate their po-
tential water needs and contri-
bute $25 to meet expenses of a
feasibility study and the prelimi
nary engineering report.

Those not interested in obtain
ing water service will be asked to
sign a declination statement indi-
cating they did not wish to

subseribe after being given the
opportunity.

Approximately 60 percent of
the rural residents have already
joined and 20 percent more are
needed if the water system is to
be feasible,

A SIRWA representative said
the water system will be de-
signed to serve only those resi-
dents who are in the service area
determined the subscriptions.
Residents signing the declination
statement will have no guarantee
of being able to connect onto the
system once it is constructed.

The Soil Conservation Service
is working closely with SIRWA
on the project for a rural water
system in a seven-county area.




DELIVER FISH FOR PONDS: lowa Conservation
Commission personnel deliver large mouth bass to
area farmers participating in the commission’s

pond stocking program. The pond owners came fo

Deliver Fish For Stocking Area Ponds

Owners of 14 farm ponds in
Clarke County were supplied
with large mouth bass Wednes
day by the lowa Conservation
Commission to stock their pri
vale ponds,

Melvin Moe, 1CC wildlife bie
logist, said Lhe delivery of the
8 last week was part of a pond
tocking program offered at no
harge Lo lows (armers
The ponds are stocked with
annel catfish and bluegills in
dtober, then with bass in June.

r: pond owners are given 100
s

and 100 catfish per surface

acre and 1,000 bluegills per
surface acre

Although the fish are only a
couple inches long when deliv
ered, Moe said the survival rate
is good and some of the fish will
reach 12 inches in length in Ltwo
years,

Pond owners must sign up for
the conservation ecommission's
stocking program by August )
for the next fall and spring fish
deliveries. An ICC represent
ative will inspect the pond W
make sure it meets the qualifica
tions for the program.

East Lake Wednesday morning to pick up their
allotment of fish. Last October the same ponds
were stocked with bivegiils and channel catfish

Anyone interested in gelling
fish to stock their pond this fall
and spring shouwld contact Melvin
.“Ul;', lowa Lanservalion L.aom
mission, SUS OMlies, ML, Ayr
lowa, by August 1

Switeh Water

Meeting to June 28

southern lowa Rural Water
Association regular monthly
meeling has Deen 'h-ﬂ-!lh"l"'tl from
June 21 to June 28, 7:30 p.m. at
the L.C.AD Dullding in Ureston

el St . T ASNE )
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Give Warning

Of East Lake Water

The Clarke County Conserva.

) board had a lengthy discus

i of the water loading rack at

East Lake park during a meeting
Tuesday night .

The board stressed that the
water available at East Lake is &
temporary emergency w
supply and not to be wasted, T
system was set up mainly for
farm purposes, The board dis-
cussed setling a limit as how fay
the lake should be lowered, But
took no immediste action.

[f there is indiseriminate use of
waler [rom the pump and p
care isn't taken, the board said
they will make other arrange-
ments to regulate the amount of
water being taken from East
Lake

The board also discussed the
East lake Development project
and heard a report by Cathy
Carroll about her experiences al
Lonservation Camp which was
held at Springbrook Park in
June. She and George Pett
represented Clarke County at
the camp. They were sponsored
by the Conservation Board, the
Oscoola Lions Club and the
Jayeves



OUT ONE AND INTO ANOTHER: Ralph Squier, remove water from three smaller ponds and
Osceols water department superintendent, replenish water in West Lake, Osceola's water

readies the 2,000 gallon/minute pump which will source.

=

THE OSCEOLA PIPELINE: Two city water employees straighten
out kinks in the pipeline that is to pump water into West Lake.
When the pumping project is completed, more than 6,000 feet of
pipe will connect West Lake and the pond at Sargent's quarry. The
pipe presently runs between West Lake and & smaller pond near the
lake.

City Pumps Water

The city water department has
begun pumping water out of
several ponds near West Lake to
supplement the city's water sup-
ply. Last week volunteers and
city crews laid nearly 3,000 feet
of aluminum pipe from West
Lake to a pump at the edge of a
small pond owned by Concrete
Material.

The pipe and pump arrived
from Texas last week in fulfill-
ment of an agreement in June
between the Osceola Water
Board and Jimmy Dean Meat
Company for jointly purchasing
the pump and piping. Jimmy
Dean personnel located the pump
and piping in Texas and it was
shipped to Iowa last week.

Water will be piped from two
small ponds—the Concrete Ma-
terial pond and a body of water
on land owned by Will Touet—
and then pipe will be run to
Sargent’s rock quarries where an
estimated 45 to 50 million gallons
of water is available,

Water Superintendent Ralph
Squier said 3,000 feet more of
pipe is yet to arrive before the
pipeline can be hooked up to
Sargent's quarry pond, but
enough pipe has arrived to reach
the two small ponds nearer to
West Lake, Squier said the two
small ponds may contribute
about a million gallons of water
to the lake.

The additional water being
pumped into the lake is expected
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to slightly increase the current
level of water in West Lake, but
won't be enough to re-fill the lake
according to Dr. Fred Wood,
water board chairman.

The diesel engine pump can
move 2,000 gallons per minute,
Squier said, with some friction
loss through the piping. The ecity
plans to continue pumping the
water for the next 90 days or
until rains replenish the level of
West Lake.

A survey of West Lake was
recently completed by the Sail
Conservation Service to deter-
mine the amount of water pres-
ently contained in the lake. A
computation of the available
water supply for the city and the
amount of water needed to refill
the lake will be available next
week.

Keith Ticknor, soil conserva.
tioni=t, said five SCS personnel
surveyed the present shoreline
and took depth readings at cross
sections of the lake every 500
feet to determine the contour of
the lake bed.

Ticknor said the survey re-
vealed the bottom of the lake to
be fairly flat with occasional deep
holes. He added that a second
survey in about 10 years could be
valuable in studying the rate of
sedimentation in the lake.

Osceola residents are still
urged to continue water conser
vation until the water supply is
back to normal.




Survey Shows

Six Months’

Water Supply

Little River Watershed Project Progresses —

The question of exactly how
much water is contained in the
West Lake reservoir has been a
commonly asked one during the
past dry months. Now there's an
answer—in the vicinity of 180
million gallons

A survey Lo determine the
volume of water in West Lake
was made between June 15 and
20 by two workers {rom the local
Soill Conservation Service and
three engineers and technicians
from the Creston RC&D

The survey revealed that as of
July 15, the lake contained 5839
acre-feet of
190,251,436 gallons ol
above the lowest ol three intake
pipes into the water (realment
phm. In other winrds that s the
amount of water in the lake

waler, or

waler
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Promoters of the Little River
rural water project are {acing a
“mow or never situation and
have set July 31 as the deadline
for potential water users Lo sign
up to be included in the project

By that date 50 percent of the
rural areas in the watershed,
which includes aboutl & third of
Clarke County, must have signed
the agreement and paid the $Z5
contingency fee which helps pay
for preliminary project costs,
according to Alan Teel, county
extension director helping with
the project.

The project is one of several in
the Southern lowa Rural Water
Association which will provide

trealed water to rural residents
and (s at a critical planning stage,
it was learned at a meeting last
week with rural water officials,
planners and personnel from
Laon

The project is planned around
s waler impoundment on Lhe
Little River in Decatur County
The city of Leon is already
planning to use the reservoir and
build & water treatment plant for
thelr own use. Il rural water
wants to be included, the plans
have to be altered so the system
has enough capacity to handle
the rural water demand in addi
tion, Teel said

Three years of work have gone

o

Rural Water Signu

into the project so0 Iar with
completion an estimsated seven or
more years away. “We knew
when we started that this was a
long time deal,” Teel said. *This
i the first milestone, so Lo
speak.”

The portions of Clarke County
included In the Little River
Source area are: all of Green Bay
township, the southoastern cor
ner of Knox township, a corner of
Ward township, the bottom third
of Oseeola township and the part
of Franklin township nol in
cluded in the Rathbun source
area.

Nearly 80 percent of Lhe
potential users in Oseecla and

Editorially Speaking~

Are Military Unions For Re

Unionization of the U.S. military
forces Is an idea whose time for

rejection has come

in Washington the battle lines
appear to be forming over a threat
by an AFL-CIO union to organize

military personnel

Sen. Strom Thurmond (R-S. C.),
unionization
IS8 serious, has introduced
legisiation backed by 37 co-spon-

who
{hreat

belleves the

Green Bay townships have al
ready signed the agreement to
be Included in the rural water
sorvice, A farm-to-farm cam
paign is under way in Knox and
Franklin areas. Heading that
survey Is Myron Ustebee, a
student traines al the Soll Con
servation Service,

Ostebee and other volunteers
will contact the remaining [arms
in the next two weeks. Anyone
who has not yet been contacted
about rural water and wishes to
sign up or ask questions may
contact the SCS office in Osceola
Volunteers are also needed to
help compiete Lhe canvass.

“It's a matter of f we get on

Directors of the C
Commerce of the Ur
recently adopted a fc
pasition against milita
tion, declaring "ex
unions wilthin the ar
would erode discipling
in Irrevocable dama
military effectiveness
defense posture.”

NO doubt, union offi
disavow any intention ¢
Jnational cris

p Deadline Is July 31

the stick enough o get our share
of it”, Teel said of the plan for
rural water to be included in the
watershed pruj-ed..

When it is a reality, rural
water systems will provide
treated water for rural house-
holds and {arms at a volume rate
determined by an elected board
of directors. While construction
of the dam and treatment plant is
under way, hopefully by 1979,
the pipelines for the rural water
system can be installed.

The exact cost of the total
system has not been determined.
A Farmers Home Administration
loan has been applied for to help
with the construction costs.




Appoint 9-Member Land Use

Commission for Clarke County

Appointments were made last
week to a nine-member Land
Preservation Policy Commission
in Clarke County. The county
commission is formed to develop
a land preservation policy for
Clarke County and to submit
recommendations for a state

policy.

The commission is organized

B

Mor~ About—
Commission

{ Continued from page 1)
#

be organized by September 1.
The County Land Preservation
commission must hold public
hearings where citizens can re
commend the content of the
county and state land preserva-
tion policy. Recommendations
for the state policy are to be
made by July 1, 1978.

The county commission will
also elect representatives lo a
congressional district convention
which will select members of a
temporary state land preserva-
tion commission. The state com
mission is to make recommenda
tions to the legislature by March
1, 1979.

The Towa State University
Extension Service is assisting in
the organization of the counly
commissions and later will pro-
vide information and assistance
to the commissions.

The County Land Preservation
commissions are asked to use the
following considerations in form-
ing land use recommendations:

1. Preservation of agricultural
land for production of food and
fiber.

2 Review available resources,
growth trends and land use
issues.

3. Review present plans, ordi-
nances and laws that effect
county land use.

4. Develop a policy for solid
waste disposal, sewage treat-
ment and water supply; sites for
industrial, commercial, educa-
tions, cultural, residential and
recreational facilities; designate
use of critical areas; coordinate
county-wide transportation
system.

5. Suggest land use guidelines
for state agencies.

6. Suggest methods of imple-
mentation for state land use
policy.

7. Consider the implementa-
tion of county land use policy.

8. Consider the preservation of
private property rights.

under the State Land Preserva:
tion Policy Act passed by the
lowa General Assembly and
signed into law June 30 by
Governor Robert Ray The bill
establishes commissions 1n each
of the 99 counties to prov ide local
residents an opportunity for
input on the land use issue.
Appointed to Clarke County's

commission are Jack Jeffreys,
erald Edwards, Robert Wright,
Richard Gonseth, Adrian Fuller,
Glen Kimes, Orval Coffman,
Richard Hill and Leland Hunt.

An organizational meeting of
the group will be held August 18
at 8 p.m. in the supervisors’
TOOTT.

The board consists of three
district soil conservation com-
mission representatives, three
from the county board of super:
visors, two from the Osceola city
oouneil and one from Murray.

Specific goals of the policy will
be to provide for the orderly use
and development of land and
related natural resources in
lowa, and to preserve private
property rights and prime agri
cultural land for agricultural
production.

The new law requires that the
temporary county commissions

| Continued on back page|

The question is often raised as
to what benefits might accrue
from a rural water system.
Certainly there are several,
some of which you may have
heard before, certainly all are
important.

1. Cooperation, by working
together, individual rural users
and small towns can bring about
a water system that no individual
could build by himself. The
planning, developing, construct
ing and operating of a system Lo
serve thousands of users pre
sents stagpering problems,

which takes the best talents and
energies of us all to solve. But
solve them we can, by working
together.

9. Financing. Mo one knows
the exact cost of such a system,

but ballpark figures indicate that
it will take many users Lo set up 2
financially sound system. Most
ndividuals are simply not €co
nomically able lo provide an
adequale source of pure water;
working together with the feder-
al and state governments, they
can.

3. Adequate supphes, as indi-
cated above, a rural water sys-
tem would insure users a never-
failing source of potable water
for humans and stock, something
that southern lowa residents
have long needed, at a price they
can afford.

If you agree, help bring this
dream to reality by lending your
support. Think, talk and act
Rural Water, "P-U p* — Pro-
mote, Objectively and Positive:
ly.
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Subsoil Moisture

Is Still Low

In spite of good rains in July in
many areas of the state, few
locations have built up a good
supply of soil moisture because of
the high demand of water for
Crops

The low subsoil situation al
ready raises concerns about the
moisture supply for next year's
crops, warn lowa State Univer
sity specialists, Subsoil moisture
will need to accumulate this fall
before the ground freezes and
early next spring before crop
planting for normal crop produe
tion next year

All areas of lowa except north
west and southeast have less
than 50 percent of average
subsoil moisture under corn as of
August 1. Only Lyon County had
more than average subsoil mol
sture on that date. All other
sampling sites have below-nor
mal subsoll moisture

Farmers planning to harvesi
drought-damaged corn for silage
need to consider the value of the
erop as feed. Many fields in the
drought areas will yield only
about three tons of silage or
about one ton of dry matter per
acre

A farmer needs Lo decide U the
crop is worth harvesting when
you eonsider the costl of harvest
ing, the nutrient value of the

erop is left in the field, and the
erosion hazard U the crop is
taken for silage.

Where erops are removed for
green chop, silage or stalklage,
Min Amemiya, extension agron
omist, suggests leaving one-third
to one-half of the crop standing
to control erosion and to cateh
winter snow, He suggests sirip
harvesting by chopping four
rows and leaving two rows, for
example. Manure from the live
stock operation can be hauled
back to the areas harvested

Livestock specialists  advise
substituting grain for hay to the
extent feasible. Some areas Lhat
had good first cuttings of hay
have already fed this lorage

Darvl Strohbehn, extension
livestock -ipt"t‘i.lll.ht. advises ook
ing at the price of corn relative Lo
hay, With corn at §2 per bushel
and hay at $80 per ton, Lthe cost
per pound of total digestible
nutrients (TDN) m 38 percenl

Pasture ™.
Production
Is Problem

Lack of summer pasture and
wiater have been ol major con
cern this summer. Hopefully,
recent rains and those yel Lo
come will help take care of the
waler situation. However, farm
ers will have to do something on
their own I they want (o
increase pasture production next
summer

Pastures can be improved
vither by fertilization and weed
conlrol or by renovalion. He
search has shown that grazing
davs or pounds of beel per acre
can be doubled on many of our
poor pastures by fertilizing with
H-T5 pounds of nitrogen and by
controallineg weeds, A mtrnfr.r;
"i';'l’” alion now will increase
production this fall and some
next spring. Nitrogen in late {all
or early spring will increase
grazing next spring and early
summer

Uood summer grazing will
require Lhe addition of a legume
or warm season grass. This ean
b accomplished f-_'- r-.'nrnplrlr
renovation or by interseeding or
in some cases, by frosl seeding of
a legume

Pasturea can be (nterseeded
this fall or next spring. This

requires  proper fertilization,
woed control lineluding the use
of a burndown chemical like
araquat), and an interseeder
nformation on the recommended
procedures is available at your
county extension office

Complete renovation to a
grass-legume or Lo a warm
season pgrass like switchgrass
will not only provide something
to graze during July and August
but will often triple earrying
capacity of our old bluegrass
pastures for the entire grazing
year., Adequate feed supply in
the summer should also help the
rebreeding situation for beel cow
operators

We have had some success
with frost seeding of legumes in
the early spring, Red clover
works the best and trefoil will
work sometlimes. More informa
tion on frost seeding and renova.
tion of pastures can be obtained
from your county extension
offlice
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Commission Sets 3 Land Use Hearings

How land should be used in the
<tate of Towa and how land use
<hould be regulated are Lwo
topics on which Clarke County
residents will be asked to give
their recommendations in the
near future.

Three public meetings Lo gath-
er land use policy recommenda
tions in Clarke County
<cheduled at a Thursday night

were

meeting of the newly-formed
temporary Land Preservation
Policy Commission for Clarke
County.

The first of the three public
sessions for all Clarke County
residents, both rural and city,
will be Thursday, September B,
at 7:30 p.m. at the Woodburn
Legion Hall. Other meetings will
be October 13 in Murray and

=
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November 10 in Osceola. County
residents may attend any of the
meetings to submit their recom-
mendations.

Similar meetings are being
scheduled in each lowa county as
the wheels roll towards develop
ing a state land use policy. The
temporary county commMISSIons
and the public meetings are the
vehicles for composing a land use
bill that reflects the interests and
needs of the public.

The nine members of the
county commission elected Le-
land Hunt as chairman and Glen
Kimes as vice-chairman. County
Extension Director Alan Teel
will serve as coordinator for the
project. Other members of the
commission are Jack Jefireys,
Gerald Edwards, Robert Wright,
Richard Gonseth, Adrian Fuller,
Orval Coffman and Richard Hill,

The mandate for the establish-
ment of the commission and the
public input hearings is from
House File 210, a bill that passed
the state legislature this summer

and was signed into effect in July
by Governor Robert Ray.
Coordinator Teel said the pur-
pose of the commission 1s to
develop land use recommenda-
tions from the ideas submitted at
the three public hearings. He
emphasized that the hearings

“These hearings will not be
question and answer,” Teel said,
“They are designed to gain
insight from the public to assist
the commission members in de-
veloping its recommendations on
land preservation and usage.”

Teel requested that persons
planning to make proposals at
one of the public hearings submit
an outline of their recommenda-
tions to the committee on or
before the meeting date. Teel
said such preparation will simpli-
fy the public meetings. However,
this is not necessary in order to
bring forward an opinion at the
meetings. Attendance of all
property OWners Is invited and
encouraged,

Following the public meetings,
the commission will meet 1o
formulate a county-based recom-
mendation which three members
will then take to a congressional
district convention. Eventually,
a statewide land use policy will
be proposed using the input
gathered from citizens through-
out the state.

The areas of primary concern
for this region, Teel said, will be
to determine how to preserve
good agricultural land and how to
mesh that with the use of land for
industrial, commercial, residen-
tial and recreational purposes.

vere not purely informational.

As outlined in the text of H.F.

Subsoil Moisture

Is Still Low

In spite of good rains in July in
many areas of the state, few
locations have built up a good
supply of soil moisture because of
the high demand of water for
Crops.

The low subsoil situation al-
ready raises concerns about the
moisture supply for next year's
crops, warn lowa State Univer-
sity specialists. Subsoil moisture
will need to accumulate this fall
before the ground freezes and
early next spring before crop
planting for normal crop produc-
tion next year.

All areas of lowa except north-
west and southeast have less
than 50 percent of average
subsoil moisture under corn as of
August 1. Only Lyon County had
more than average subsoil moi-
sture on that date. All other
sampling sites have below-nor-
mal subsoil moisture.

Farmers planning to harvest
drought-damaged corn for silage
need to consider the value of the
crop as feed. Many fields in the
drought areas will yield only
about three tons of silage or
about one ton of dry matter per
acre.

A farmer needs to decide if the
crop is worth harvesting when
you consider the cost of harvest-
ing, the nutrient value of the

crop is left in the field, and the
erosion hazard if the crop is
taken for silage.

Where crops are removed for
green chop, silage or stalklage,
Min Amemiya, extension agron-
omist, suggests leaving one-third
to one-half of the crop standing
to control erosion and to catch
winter snow. He suggests strip
harvesting by chopping four
rows and leaving two rows, for
example. Manure from the live-
stock operation can be hauled
back to the areas harvested.

Livestock specialists advise
substituting grain for hay to the
extent feasible. Some areas that
had good first cuttings of hay
have already fed this forage.

Daryl Strohbehn, extension
livestock specialist, advises look-
ing at the price of corn relative to
hay. With corn at $2 per bushel
and hay at $60 per ton, the cost
per pound of total digestible
nutrients (TDN) is 38 percent

210, the commissions at the
county level shall consider and
ask for input on the following
topics:

1. The preservation of agricul-
tural land for the production of
food and fiber.

2. A review of the availabi>
resources, growth trends and
land use issues of the county.

3. A review of the present
comprehensive plans, ordin-
ances, regulations and policies of
the local units of government
that have an imipact on the use of
land.

4. The development of a local
land preservation policy for solid
waste disposal, sewage {reat-
ment and an adequate water
supply; siting of industrial, com-
mercial. educational, cultural,
residential and recreatioal facil-
ities; designation and appropri-
ate use of critical areas; and
coordination of a countywide
transportation with the state
transportation system.

5. State land preservation
guidelines for state agencies.

6. Suggestions for the content
of a state land preservation
policy and methods for imple-
mentation.

7. The implementation of a
county land preservation policy.

8. The preservation of private
property rights,

i - ;
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Senator Ramsey:
A ‘Slow Goer’ on Land Use

Senator Dick Ramsey (Rep.-
Osceola) has taken a cautious
approach towards land use pian:
ning and calls himself a “go slow
person” on the topic.

Ramsey served as a Senale
representative to the conference
committee studying the varying
versions of land use bills as
passed by the lowa House and
Senate this spring.

The Senate version of the land
use bill, which sets up a process
to propose specific land use
criteria, was eventually adopted
over the House version which
was an inclusive bill to regulate
land use, Ramsey explained.
House File 210 was signed into
law in July by Governor Robert
Ray.

This was the first land use
policy bill to pass in the Senate,
although the House had passed
land use legislation in prior

“l think there's a genuine
concern in the legislature and the
state that we don't want farm:
land used up and wasted...and
improper land use of any kind,”
Ramsey said.

He said he agreed with some of
the specifics proposed in the
House version which was cast
aside, in particular the protec-
tion of land from uses contrary to
the long term public interest and
a state-wide policy to cover areas
(such as utility company uses)
which cannot be handled by
individual county policies.

“A land use bill can be much
more comprehensive than just a
zoning plan,” he stated.

He said the present bill which
established the county land use
policy commissions is simply a
method “to get us to a land use
bill IF that's what the people
want.”

He expressed confidence in the
knowledge and expertise of the
persons serving on the tempor-
ary land use policy commission in
Clarke County. “We really hope

there will be some response
(from the public hearings).”
Hearings are scheduled once a
month through November at
various sites in the county.

His cautious approach to the
idea of land use policy is based on
the methods of control. “There’s
a lot of concern about land use,
but are we ready for the state to
classify land that we own and say
‘You will use it in this manner...
and develop it in this way.?"

Ramsey favors the recently-
approved H.F.210 which allows
public input to the matter of
forming what kind of a land use
policy the state will have, if any.

Editorially Speaking—

!
i

"Soil and Water—
The Key to Our Future”

How will we plan for our future?
That depends, of course, on what
we want our future to be. This past
spring, thousands of lowans
joined In phase two of our lowa
2000 project — examining the
future as [t relates to work,
volunteerism and leisure time.
Next year, lowa 2000 phase three
will look at our land. It will be a
timely toplc. We know that our soll
and water resources, or the lack of
them, will affect our future in many
dimensions.

Here In our state we are recog-
nized for the huge volume of food
produced for people around the
world. Soll and water — essential
elements of that food production
— are basic to our economic
success. Dry wells and Inadequate
subsoll moisture are two key
cause-and-effect results of the
on-going drought Iin parts of our
state. Stlll, weather experis predict
with some confidence that we are
nearing the end of this drought
cycle. There is hope that precipita-
tion will increase and that our
water reserves will be replenished.

Unfortunately, a few years' time
cannot restore soll lost to erosion.
Sclentists report that It required up
to 1,000 years for one inch of good,
black lowa soll to be formed.
However, In that last 100 years,
topsoll depths on some of our
unprotected, sloping lands have
dropped from 12-16 inches to six to
elght Inches. In addition, demands
for all-out agricultural production
in the face of increasing world food
needs place an additional stress on
the soll.

We in lowa are especially fortu-
nate to have skilled people in many
organizations and agencles already
at work combating the ravages of
soll erosion. Our soll conservation

programs have set the pace for the
rest of the nation. We were the first
to implement a state-funded cost-
share program for the installation
of permanent conservation prac-
tices. And, we were one of the first
states to enact a comprehensive
erosion control law.

Today, we find ourselves at a
crossroads. Increased awareness,
better technology, and stronger
commitment to already estab-
lished programs have enabled us
to make considerable progress in
recent years. But, while past
accomplishments in soll and water
conservation are admirable, future
success will demand no less
commitment,

lowa's soll conservation officlals

are deeply concerned about con-
tinuing losses to soil erosion, and
so am |. Estimates indicate that
more than half of our agricultural
land is still in need of conservation
measures.

Our state's 25 million acres of
cropland are a living filter for the
domestic water supplies of our
cities and towns. In the future, soll
conservation programs will take on
added significance as a means of
maintaining and Improving water
quality levels.

These programs depend on sound
planning and good participation by
all lowans, Our present drought
conditions should serve to remind
us in the future of the dependence
we place on our natural resources.

As we observe Soil and Water
Conservation Week this September
11-17, let us demand of ourselves
that we protect and enhance these
preclous resources, so that our
heritage will also be our legacy.

—By Governor Robert D. Ray
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Clarke County Rural

Water Speaks Out

“We can't afford rural water.”

That's what one family replied
to a recent survey. The fact is,
they are paying for water, one
way or another

Just stop and figure out the
cost of hauling water for house-
hold and stock, the time and
mileage, to say nothing of the
water. Stop and ligure the loss in
performance ol livestock, the
loss due to sickness caused by
impure water, Stop and [ligure
the loss in profits caused by
having to sell hogs and cattle
because of inadequate supplies

“We can't afford rural water.”

The truth is, we can't afford
NOT to have rural water.

Right now is the time to act for
ourselves and for future genera-
tions. Your support of rural
water by signing up will help
local committees and area plan
ners show federal [unding
agencies that you do care and are
interested in the future of the
area.

Progress is never easy, never
cheap, never without problems.
But unless we work together to

provide for ourselves, nobody is
going to do it for us.
Please “P-O-P" for rural water
Promote, Objectively, Posi-
tively,

Pasture
Production
Is Problem

Lack of summer pasture and
water have been of major con-
cern this summer. Hopefully,
recent rains and those yet to
come will help take care of the
water situation. However, farm-
ers will have to do something on
their own if they want to
increase pasture production next
summer.

Pastures can be improved
either by fertilization and weed
control or by renovation. Re-
search has shown that grazing
days or pounds of beef per acre
can be doubled on many of our
poor’ pastures by fertilizing with
50-T5 pounds of nitrogen and by
controlling weeds., A nitrogeh
application now will increase
production this fall and some
next spring. Nitrogen in late fall
or early spring will increase
grazing next spring and early
summer.

Good summer grazing will
require the addition of a legume
or warm season grass. This can
be accomplished by complete
renovation or by interseeding or
in some cases, by frost seeding of
a legume.

Pastures can be interseeded
this fall or next spring. This

' Sept. 11 4 17 is SOil %’ds‘;&*“*s.lhy

‘W ater Conservation Week :

This week, September 11-17,
has been proclaimed Soil and
Water Conservation Week by
Governor Robert D. Ray as he

all citizens to share the
responsibility of conserving soil
and water resources and to
become involved in the day-to-
day workings of conservation
programs.

A survey taken recently
among Clarke County farmers
shows that many of them share a
concern about soil erosion and
water quality.

Richard Gonseth, chairman of
the Clarke County Resource
Coordinating Committee has re-
ceived the statewide results from
a survey of farm operator opin-
jons concerning soil erosion and
rural water quality.

This survey was conducted by
the county resource coordinating
committees in each lowa county.
The Iowa Department of Seil
Conservation assisted these
county committees with this
effort.

Seventy randomly selected
farm owners or operators were

lled from each of Iowa's 100
soil eonservation districts, In the
Clarke Soil Conservation District
29 people completod the survey.

Over 2,000 completed Surveys
were included in the statewide
total.

Statewide, the majority of

ple surveyed were satisfied
with the quality of water in their
home drainage areas. Clarke
County respondents indicated,
15 to 12, that they were not
satisfied with the quality of the
area’'s water, Twenty-one of
these people indicated that they
felt soil erosion was contributing
to the pollution problem in
Clarke County, and 15 felt that
they had a soil erosion problem
on their own farm,

Statewide, seventy percent of
the people who returned the
survey indicated that they felt
soil erosion was causing local
water quality problems, and
fifty-two percent felt that there
were soil erosion problems on
their own farm,

Survey results indicated that
ninety-three percent of the re-
spondents felt that some type of
government assistance ﬂhnulin_be-
available to farmers for erosion
control to improve water quality.
The most popular forms of assist-
ance were cost-share funds and
long-term low interest loans to

.

farm operators for erosion con-

trol investments. Ninety-three

percent of Clarke County farm-

ers stated that they thought

cost-share assistance should be |
made available for water quality

improvement. Also, 45 percent

indicated they thought a loan

program would be desirable.

Results from these questions
and others dealing with levels of
cost-share assistance, conserva-
tion set-aside programs, Soil
conservation district coopera-
tion, and other related areas can
be reviewed at the Clarke Coun-

ty Soil Conservation Distriet
office in Osceola. A copy L
survey results is also av _

free from the Department d@

Conservation, Grimes _Itiﬂ

(Office Building, Des Mﬁi_llts-
lowa 50319.

o W

No special activities “dre
planned in Clarke County forSoil
Conservation Week, September
11-17, Keith Ticknor, Soil Con-
servation Service director, urges
area residents to continue jprae-
ticing soil and water conservas
tion measures and to consult'the

requires proper fertilization,
weed control (including the use
of a burndown chemical like
paraguat), and an interseeder.
Information on the recommended
procedures is available at your
county extension office,

Complete renovation to a
grass-legume or to a warm
season grass like switchgrass
will not only provide something
to graze during July and August
but will often triple carrying
capacity of our old bluegrass
pastures for the entire grazing
year. Adequate feed supply in
the summer should also help the
rebreeding situation for beef cow
operators.

We have had some success
with frost seeding of legumes in
the early spring. Red clover
works the best and trefoil will
work sometimes, More informa-
tion on frost seeding and renova-
tion of pastures can be obtained
from your county extension
office.

T ———
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People who own or operate land
have the major responsibllity for
its development. However, there
are some land planners Iin Wash-
ington with different ideas.

Assistant Secretary of Agriculture
Dr. Rupert Cutler is apparently one
who would like 1o move the nation
toward centralized planning and
control over who will own land and
who will use it.

in a speech before a meeting of

the Soil Conservation Soclety of
America In Washington, D.C.,
Cutler termed developments on
land ownership and use In this
country as “a bitter and sometimes
mindless race for acquisition” In
which land and people ultimately
suffer.

The new Assistant Secretary for
Conservation, Research and Edu-
cation noted that every year there
is the removal of five million acres
from potential agricultural produc-
tion. He then asked the question:
“How far can we as a nation go In
continuing to permit the kidnap-
ping of prime farmland for housing
and Iindustrial use without gravely
endangering our capacity to meet
the food needs of our people and

Owning Land

our food commitments to the
disadvantaged people of the
world?"

Cutler announced that he had
created a Land Use Committee In
the Department of Agriculture to
reeducate the people on how to
think about land ownership and
use.

One of Cutler's proposals that will
go to that committtee is danger-
ous. He sald In order to achleve a
coherent land use policy, we may
have to change our concept of land
from that of private property to the
consideration of land as a natural
national resource.

Any erosion of private property
rights would weaken all other
rights guaranteed In the Constitu-
tion. Farmers would oppose any
governmental action that infringes
on an individual's guaranteed right
10 own and manage private proper-

ty.

One thing is certain. We do not
need central planners in Washing-
ton to tell us in our own communi-
ties how best to manage whatever
land use planning Is needed

By Lyle W. Borg
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Board Finds
Bids High

After asking twice for bids on
the East Lake dam reconstrue
Uon project, Lthe Ularke County
Conservation Board i3 consider
ing a bid of $135.000 for the
initial phase of the project to
improve Lthe East Lake dam

The board rl'J!'f'tl‘li six hids
gpened in August as being Loo
high. Two firms submitted bids
in the second round in Seplem
ber and the lowest was $135.000
for res onstruction of the 60 Year
old dam and construction of a soll
conservalion siructure at the
narth end of Lthe area

[he [ate of the reconstruetion
projet was discussed at the
Seplember M) meeting of Lhe
comservalion board. The board
members _1.,,:'1'.1*11 L i_hl‘ru'i-r!l wilh
the project although the cost has
incredased greally sinee the initial
planning stages when it wa
eslimated the work could be
done [or less than i“”_fﬂl-i

The construction contract will
be Nnalized before the neaxt
meeting of the board, according
to Melvin Goeldner, chairman of
the Ularke County Conservation
hoard.

"We're closer now o the final
decision on improving the dam al
East Lake.” Goeldner said. He
sald some work could start this
fall if the contracts are Mnalized
=i

The reconstruction is needed
because Lhe preseni dam |ins
delerorating and the concrele
spiliway has sullered from ero
sion and allows seepage Lo occur

A pew dam will be bulle
downstream [rom the existing
dam and the elevation of the dam
will be raised four or five feetl.
ihe lake level will remain the
same, however and the construc
Lion can be done without having
Lo drain the lake

The Soll Conservation Service
works closely with the conserva
twon board and was responsible
lor the project design and specil
ications. LUonstruction costs of
the improvement project will be
split between the SCS and the
Clarke County Conservation
Board. County tax funds and
Hesource Conservation and De
velopment sources contribute to
the local share of the cost




e lems are complicated. Energy
shortage solutions being recom-
mended call for more energy
conservation while at the same
time finding new sources of
energy. Soil erosion solutions call
for more soil conservation, since
new sources of topsoil cannot be
found.

But meanwhile, soil continues
to be lost on unprotected sloping
soils at an alarming rate. Current
funding levels for soil conserva
tion programs would not get
[owa's soil protected for 100

by farming up and down hills,
exposing topsoil to heavy rains
and wind, clearing areas of
protective cover during con-
struction in urban areas, and
other ways, Energy is wasted by
inadequate insulation, overuse of
electrical appliances, leaving
lights on, and other ways.
Third, saving topsoil and en-
ergy saves money. Electric bills
can be reduced by setting the
thermostat higher in summer
and lower in winter and turning

Energy, Soil Problem
- Have Common Cause

Pai’lefﬁi"iha{ have brought mented by nuclear Iu].:-“inn. solar
energy shortages to the Ameri- electric power, and other exotic
can people are appearing with  systems by the year 2000.
regard to topsoil, warns William “There are many conservation-
Brune, state conservationist for minded farmers in the state, but
the USDA Sail Conservation because of pressures for agricul-

L

P . : , years.
Service. tural production, some are not off lights when theyre not Similarly, energy continues to
Brune said that in many cases practicing soil conservation, needed. Likewise, farmers can  he wasted.

Brune says.

Brune points out similarities
between energy and soil prob-
lems:

First, the U.S, is a big pro-
ducer and user of both food and
energy. With only six percent of
the world's energy production
each year. We're one of the top
three oil producers in the world.
The U.S. is also a top agricult-
ural exporter; agriculture ac
counts for 20 percent of our
exports.

Second, both energy and top-
soil are wasted. Topsoil is

do less clean plowing and leave
more crop residues on the soil
surface, to save on expenses as
well as save soil.

On the other hand, long-term
investments may be needed. In
energy, adequate home insula-
tion and weatherstripping will
usually pay for themselves in
seven to 10 years. The same
holds for conservation practices
like tile outlet terraces, although
they may take longer to pay for

themselves.

*
Fourth, solutions to the prob- that progress is being made., i
- 4 R Both problems are serious na '

- tional problems which deserve

across the state, topsoil is being
mined for erop production much
the same as other resources have
been mined for energy.

“In general, half of our topsoil
has been lost on unprotected
sloping soils in only about 100
years of farming,” Brune says.
“And if the present rate of loss
continues, the remaining soil
could be gone in less than 100
years.”

In comparison, the U.S. Ener-
gy Research Administ ration says
current coal, oil and natural gas
supplies will have to be supple-

“What we really need, in both
cases, is a conservation ethic,”
Brune says. “We need people Lo
be conscious of the fact that if we
don't save soil and energy. i
problems will multiply as time
goes on. The time has come to I
realize that we can not and must
not continue to ravage our nat
ural resources for short term
gains,

Brune says there 1s more
public recognition of both prob-
lems now than in past years, and

o

Counties Eligible for Planning Fun

Area counties will be eligible
for part of $5 million appropri-
ated by Congress for rural devel-
opment planning, members of
the Southern lowa council of
Governments Project Board
were informed at their quarterly
meeting last week.

Roger Blobaum, member of
the National Association of Re-
gional Councils Subcommittee on
Rural Development, explained
the funding to those present al
the meeting. Attending from
Clarke County were Richard
Hill, Keith Ticknor and Melvin
Goeldner

The funds are to be used in
addressing rural area pri.cy
needs and stress will be placed

on activities to provide technical
services and assistance to local
governments. Blobaum said the
grants are expected to equal
between $30,000 and $50,000.
The USDA will accept grant
applications around December 1
and funding will be determined
around January 1. Regulations
on the grant program will be
published in the near future.
The appropriation for rural
planning grants is largely the
result of efforts by the National
Association of Regional Councils,
In other business, the project
board was presented with the
Areawide Development Plan by
Ted Hauser, planning director
The plan is & guide for area

development and develops a
work program strategy for the
future. The priority balloting by
the project board showed the
following project areas rated the
highest. Rural water is the first
area priority, with soil conserva
tion second, economic develop
ment third, housing fourth, en
ergy [ifth, community services
sixth, sewer seventh, local plan

ning eighth, comprehensive
areawide planning ninth, trans
portation tenth, rural health

eleventh and recreation twelfth.

The plan contains various spe-
cific projects under each cate
gory which have been submitted
by ares communities and coun
ties. The plan meets eligibility

priority attention, he says.

1
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requirements of HUD and EDA.
The project board approved the
Areawide Development Plan as a
guide for the area and voted to
submit it to EDA and the seven
SICOG  counties, including
Clarke County.

The board was informed that
the council of governments has
had more requests for local
planning assistance (such as
zoning ordinance assistance, re
creation planning, comprehen-
sive planning and ordinance up
dating) than can be handled
under the current budget.

The board felt that developing
a fee schedule for projects would

S

be the most equitable of several
alternatives for meeting the
cOSLS

['he board would set a cost
figure based on past cost experi-
ence and develop a fee schedule
listing how much it will cost local
governments per project. The
schedule will be based on
printing costs plus overhead for
each project.

The board also reviewed a
report on federal grant applica-
tions. The report showed that
the industrial park grant for
Osceola was approved and that a
request for funding of a multi-
purpose Senior. ¢epter was re-
iected

——
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Spggé& Contest

Set for Oct. 20

This year's Soil Conservation
Speech Contest will be held on
October 20 at 8 o'clock In the
evening in the Soll Conservation
office.

The topic this year is "Sail
Conservation - Lifeline to Con-
tinued Prosperity™. All Clarke
County students (grades seven
through 12 may participate on
the district level). Awards will
be given, first place §25, second
place $15, and for all others that
enter $5.00,

Contestants will give a five Lo
10 minute speech and in addition,
the judges will ask each contes
tant two general questions about
the topic. Speeches will be
judged on originality, aptness of
thought, accuracy of informa
tion and the manner in which
they are delivered,

The district first place winner
will complete on the regional
level with nine other distriect
winners. The regional winner
will go to the state level to

compete
To enter, individuals should
contact the Soil Conservation

District office, Vo-ag instructor,
or 4 H Club leader. They will be
able to supply information on the
topic.
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Citizens Talk About Land Use

Eight citizens attended a pub
lic meeting in Murray Thursday
night held by the county's Tem
porary Land Use Commission

The meeting was one of three
which are being held in the
couUnty LW recelve suggpoestions
and input from area residents on

the subject of a land use policy
lor the stale,

The commission was estab
lished by state legislative action
Lo gather input from the public
before the legislature begins
work Lo formulate a state land
use policy

Most ol the residents attend
ing Lthe meetings have repre
sented farm interests and many
ars {arm operalors, The
commission members also ®n
courage oty dwellers and indus

loweald

-y

gy -
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trinl managers o voice their
opinions at the next meeting.

Alan Teel, coordinator for the
eight- member land nine-member
land use, said those in attend
ance al the meetings in Wood
burn and Murray have Laken
part in discussions of various
provisions of a land use bill and
the general concept of land use
regulation

['he final of three public meet
ings in Clarke County o hear
recommendations will be in Os

cooln on Thursday, November
10, at 730 p.m. at the 4-H
Hlll].l'llﬂﬂ'.

lﬁl”quhR Lhe last puh]ir meel
ing, Lthe land use commission st
the county level will make a
proposal to the district, based on
recammendations made at the
public hearings

_______.—-1—-—%‘-‘-‘:15-*_ \ . Tl?

*'Wrap Up Land Use Hearings,

) Ll r p i

Group Makes Recommendations

The final meeling Lo hear sentatives will probably o soma Farm Bureau jlrﬂldﬂﬂ. Lt:
opoions  BL the eounly lewel independent I sealrch ADG sJ1 Ratashak ;:rl‘*rlili'd & Ir"*-'r-"' :'
about 8 statewide land use policy vioys Lo & mulate maor t reiadl| Y LLODN |.i-1'a'|-'l'ﬂ by lilt' "'-.*'.Jf-ll-‘ll
was Thursday night and was Uhe belore making 8 counly recom Farm Hureau rm‘rl‘-.*'*'f" \p on the
st ltu.-i‘-!“.-h\.'[ul al three similar mendalion on lan<d use POilcy l Lipic of land use I'he resoiutions

meetings heid tLhe past three ihink the
months in the county, according
1o Alan Teel, coordinator for Lhe
county group

It's the best meeling we ve fLASION

had.” Teel said. The hearings I'h;..,r-u!....}. include Lthe pressTvya ;

nave been marked h_\ low al uon of prme -‘li.'_r:-'n.-'.l-.".'u land (or rn'l'rnt‘.-:.".n? {acilities The reso
tendance and interest although farming. Lthe UATTY ndusiry s jlions  also stated that Ehl'.
they are the first step towards request for a slale level land use constituency [elt thal county
gt-timﬁ the input of the public commission Lo have a represen soning and county housing llrlhl
before a state land use policy I8 tative (rom Lhe mINIng naustry nances Areé Dot 8 rﬂ:[ulf'"m"uf:
designed by the legislature and the airy nt's plea under land use POCIES and the

The Thursday
attended by about a doren area

SeSSL0N Was

LS

citizens, including representa
tives from the Clarke County
Farm Bureau, E. 1. Sargent

Quarries, the airport consulting
firm. and several individuals

“It was the most productive
meeting we've had concerning
how the people feel on these
issues,” Teoel said. He said the
commission of nine county repre

i

trl.uT;, A Th!!l..l,i'. i t'l'l'.at'f. "‘"{"f': rum
-lri‘: ‘\_I.'_-i alter Lhe Ili'-rl-lfll mecling
Concerns hrought Lo Lhe coin

durng

that |¢l;dhpﬂ‘-ﬁlhw

included provisions supporting
the preservation of land prime
agricultural land for agriculture
a5 the main objective of land use
policies, Lhe protection of histor
eal sites and the development of

response Putr'l" come

Lthe LSl MuOny

state should not have the power
1o velo county land use plans.

They also encouraged develop-
ment of land within cily limits
hefore expansion into rural
Areas

[he county land use commis
gon will make their conclusions
based on the input. The final

report will be passed on to A

regional meeting for a similar
process The committee tenta
tively plans to submit their

sonclusions at a public meeting to

hear pros and cons
Teel said the committee will
probably have Lhe recommenda-
tions finalized by spring. The
counties are pequized . o com-
1978,
' ot | stb= iy




East Lake Park Closed
uring Dam Construction

CONSTRUCTION BEGINS: Earth-moving in
preparation for the construction of a new dam at

East Lake Park will be closed
to the public while construction
of a new dam at the lake is
underway, members of the
Clarke County Conservation
Board decided last week when
heavy equipment began clearing
the area for the new dam.

[t was decided to close the
park for reasons of safety be-
cause of the heavy equipment
being used on the construction of
the dam and the proximity of the
work area to the recreational
areas in the park. Several pieces
of recreational equipment had to
be moved Thursday to allow for
the machinery to maneuver at
the dam site.

The new dam will be located

directly behind the present dam,
lower portion of which will
remain in place after the new
earthen dam is completed. The
work is being done by Central
lowa Grading, Inc. of Des Moines
for a cost of $132,000 which is
split between the Soil Conserva
tion Service and the Clarke
County Conservation Board.

All the construction will be
done without having to drain the
lake, according to Keith Ticknor,
Soil Conservation Service di-
rector. The first job is clearing
the trees and brush from the
ared of the new dam, then the
contractors will begin to move
dirt from a nearby hillside to
huild the new 32-foot high dam.

East Lake Park began Thursday. The new dam
will be built directly behind the present dam.

The dam will have a 30-inch
concrete pipe spillway.

The construction of a new dam
was needed because the present
60-year-old structure has deter-
iorated and the concrete spillway
has eroded and allows significant
seepage, Ticknor said.

Ticknor said the construction
will proceed as quickly as pos-
sible this fall as long as the
weather permits, then resume in
the spring. He anticipated that
the dam would be finished in
time for the park to reopen in the
spring.

The conservation board asks
the cooperation of the public in
complying with the temporary
closing of the park.

-

completed.

reopened in the spring when the dam is
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thtle River Watershed
Group Hears Decklever

Approximately 80 persons at-
tended the organizational meet
ing for the newly created Little
River Watershed Service Associ-
ation, now known as the Little
River Whaler Association on
Wednesday evening, January 4
at the Decatur County 4-H Fair
Building in Leon. Its predeces.
sor, the Decatur County Water
Resource Commission had pre
viously voted to disband the
county organization in favor of
one representing the entire
source area to be served by the
Little River Watershed. This
now includes a portion of both
Clarke and Ringgold Counties as
well as Decatur County.

The new board is composed of
seven members: one from Clarke
County, one from Ringgold
County, one representing the
towns in the area, and four from
Decatur County

Elected to the board were: Bill
Bell, 111, Osceola; Loral L. Hul
linger, Leon; Herb Jackson, Kel
lerton: leon Kessel, [amoni;

Kenneth Scudder, Leon;
| Howard Thompson, Davis City:
Keith Williams, Leon. The meet
ing was chaired by Kenneth
Seudder, Leon, He introduced
members of the Decatur County
Water Resource Commission,
and expressed apprecistion for
their efforts in moving this
project along o its present
salus

Scudder explained that all
subscribers in the Little River
Watershed Souree Area had
been invited to this meeling for
the specific purpose of creating a
new entity established along the
lines ol the Watershed Source
Area rather than County bound
aries. Following much discussion
of Lhe exaci verbage of & motion
to a~complish this purpose, the
total group unanimously ap
proved the proposal

After the balloting, Scudder
introduced Hob  Decklever,
Southern lowa Rural Waler As
sociation Coordinator, who gave
an updltr on water activities on

WHQLM&HIII §
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River Watershed. Main reported
that purchase of land in the
water storage area had started
and that hopefully econstruction
can start on some of the smaller
structures in the fall of 1978 and
certainly not later than early
1979,

After the meeting adjourned,
the new board met and set
Tuesday, January 10 at 1:0 p.m
at the Decatur County State
Bank for its initial meeting
Priority concern for the new
board (s that of completing the
sign ups in the entire watershed
arca. Decklever, SIRWA Coor
dinator, reported that there are
some 300 contacts left to be
made. If you have not signed up,
or *know of a neighbor who
hasn't, contact the Extension
Office.

Tuesday' eet
of River Assoc.

Tuesday afternoon, January
10, 1978, the Little River Water
Association Board met at the
Decatur County State Bank, The
following officers were elected:
Loral Hullinger, chairman; Bill
Bell, viee-chairman; Keith Wil
liams, secretary; and Leon Kes
sel. treasurer. Kenneth Scudder
was chosen (o represent the
association on the Southern lowa
Rural Water Association Board,
Bob Decklever, SIRWA Coordi
nator, also attended the meeting.

Decklever pointed out the
need to choose an engineering
firm to prepare the final design
for distribution mains in the
Little River source area. At the
next board meeting, a date will
be set Lo inlerview prospective
engineering firms

The Little River Water Asso
ciation has hired workers to help
finish the recanvassing of the
Little River Source Area

Next meeting date for the
Little River Water Association
Board is set for January 24, at
1:00 p.m. al the Decatur County

State Bank, tn Leon.
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To Close East Park
During Winter Months

The Clarke County Conserva

tion Board held its regular meet
ing Tuesday, January 17 at 7
p.m. at the courthouse, Members
present were Jim Asmus, Harold
Bonnett, John O'Neall and new
member, Frank Riley who was
appointed to the Board effective
January 3. Riley replaces Melvin
Goeldner whose term expired
December 31,

Ron Whitham, the fifth mem
ber of the board was absent
Others present at the meeting
were Dennis Darnold of South
ern lowa Council of Government
and Richard Hill of the Clarke
County Board of Supervisors

Officers elected for 1978 were
Frank Riley, chairman; Harold
Honnett, viee chalrman; aod Jim

SIReveg

Asmus, secretary. John O'Neall
was appointed as the Conserva
ton Board's representative (o
the County R.C.&D. Board.

Darnold visited with the Board
about the progress of the five
year Comprehensive Plan.
Darnold stated the plan should
be completed in March

The Board discussed the East
lLake R.C.&D. project and the
budget for the next (iscal year,

The Board voled to close East
Lake Park for the winter months
and to change the meeting date
from the third Tuesday to the
first Tuesday of the month. The
next meeting will be Tuesday.
February 7, 7 pm. at the
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White Breast Board
Discuss Watershed

A spec ial meeting of the White
Breast Watershed Board, Water-
shed sponsors and the Water-
shed Planning Staff was held in
the Osceola City Hall last Tues-
day, January 31.

Joe Ausan, SCS planning staff,
Assistant Staff Leader reviewed
the background and past pro-
gress in the watershed and
pointed out that White Breast
was authorized for planning
August 4, 1971, Since that time
considerable surveying, eco-
nomic evaluation, water quality
testing and archaeological study
has been completed. Recently,
nine alternative plans were
studied for an economic evalua-
tion.

Duane Miller, SCS planmng
staff, Agricultural Economist
presented a map showing 27
proposed structure sites. He
discussed the results of his
economic evaluations of three
different alternatives using dif-
ferent combinations of struc-
tures. Miller pointed out that his
evaluation did not include the
cost of mitigation for wildlife
damages of other environmental
damages.

Alternative # 1, included 14
structure sites. This alternative

kad a cost-benefit ratio of 1.08: 1
and would reduce flood damages
50 percent. Structure site ¥ 22
would create a 248 acre lake.

Alternative # 2, included 16
structure sites. This alternative
had & cost-benefit ratio of 1.13: 1
and would reduce flood damages
by 65 percent. Structure site W22
would create a 175 acre lake and
structure # 1 would have approx-
imately 130 acres of water.

Alternative H 3, included 23
structure sites. This alternative
had a cost-benefit ratio of .B: 1
and would reduce flood damages
by 40 percent.

Ausan pointed out that as a
single purpose (flood epntroll
project, the watershed is eco-
nomically justified. Therefore,
planning will not continue unless
there is interest from the City
Water Board and the County
Conservation Board to develuP a
city water supply and to paruci
pate in recreation development.

Ausan and Miller answered
numerous questions from those
in attendance.

The water board members and
Frank Riley, Chairman of the
County Conservation Board indi-
cated that they are intvresfted in
a water supply and recreation in
this area.
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Soil and Water Resources

A cooperative three year plan-
ning effort to develop a long
range plan for using soil and
water resources of the Des
Moines River Basin is just begin-
ning. Glen Kimes, chairman of
the Clarke County Soil Conser-
vation District, says the spon-
sors are looking for ideas from
county residents,

—

Public meetings will be held
throughout the Basin to identify
local problems. The meeting in
this area will be at the Brad Mar
Restaurant, in Ottumwa on Wed-
nesday, February 22 at 10:00
a.mi.

“Public participation is eritical
in the development of a long
range plan of action,” said Ken
Kassel, leader of the Des Moines
Conservancy District. He urges
all interested parties to come and
discuss their land and water
resource problems.

After problems are identified,
alternate solutions will be devel-
oped during the three-year plan-
ning period. Kassel said some of
the likely problems are land use
competition, soil erosion, lack of
wildlife habitat, inadequate
drainage, shortage of recreation
areas and poor water quality.

The study is sponsored by the
Des Moines Conservancy Dis-
trict, lowa Conservation Com-
mission, lowa Department of Soil
Conservation, lowa Natural Re-
sources Council and the Minne-
sota Soil and Water Conserva-
tion Board.

The Clarke County Soil Con-

servation District may hp,m;!a;r

tacted fw'q:mdnqils




No Topsoil by Year 2050

A University of lowa geologist
is predieting that by the middle
of the next century the typical
lowa farm won't have any topsoil
left at all.

“When {armers came to lowa
140 years ago, the average
topsoil thickness was about 11
inches. We have lost half of that
and, by my estimates, we can
expect to lose the rest in about 80
years,” says Lon Drake, associ-
I;H professor of geology at the U
of L.

Principal cause of the in-
eroased loss of topsoil is modern
{arming, Drake says, and he
estimates that land planted with
such row crops Aas corn and
soybeans, loses topsoil at a rate
100 times that of native land.
Even pasture land loses soll at &
rate 10 times that of prairie and
forest.

Topsoil is a complex blend of
minerals and decaying organic
matter, plus a host of bacteria
and other organisms, which pro-
vides a rich medium for plant
growth, On native land, which in
lowa was prairie and forest, the
sall erodes at a rate of about two
inches of thickness per 1000
years, while it forms at a rate of
hetween two and eight inches
over the same time, only slightly
{aster than it is lost. As erosion
rates for topsoil increase with
{arming, the formation rates also
decline Drake says, by as much
as 50 percent, and the net effect
of Lthis loss is tremendous.

Drake points out that his
figures, which are based on the
results of several different
methods of testing soil loss, are
much more pessimistic than
those usually quoted by agricul-
tural experts, who Drake says
tend to base their findings on
only one method of analysis,

Most methods of measuring
soil erosion involve dipping a
bucket into a river or stream and
ithen measuring the contenls of
the bucket to see what the water
(s carrying away.

Knowing the number of gal
lons flowing in the river al any
given time plus the land area the
river serves, it should be pos-
sible to get some idea how much
soil is being lost, Drake says, but
the problem is not so simple.
Everything depends on when the
sample is taken and what s done
with the bucket once it is filled.

Some tests ignore soil ele
ments dissolved in the water,
while others overlook the stage
| of the river during which the
sample is taken. Some, Drake
says, intentionally throw out
many of the materials in the
sample before even testing it.

“Agraonomists are going more
and more to what is called the
‘clean bucket' method, This in-
volves waiting s length of time
before the sample is tested so
that sediments have a chance to
drop out. This is done because
scientists find the results are
more predictable and more re-
peatable,

“The problem s that many
dissolved elements settle with
the clay sediments so that fewer
variables turn up in the test, Of

course, they are throwing away
exactly what they are testing
for. and [ think it is the wrong
way to go," Drake says.

The “clean bucket” method of

agribusiness interests, Drake ex-
plains, because it seems to show
less erosion.

“Every measuring method has
disadvantages and some advan-
tages, but by cross-comparing
these methods, we can offset one
get of disadvantages with an
other set of advantages. We can
get & more accurale pleture of
what is happening to the land,”
Drake says.

To get his fgures, Drake
combined the results of several
kinds of tests from such short
term methods as the Lest plot in
which soll {s measured day to
day, to long term methods which
estimate soil loss from an entire
landseape over millions ol years.

“An accuratle picture can be
obtained only by the eoordination
of & whole program of Lesting and
snalysis over & long period of
time. We are just now beginning
to get that kind of data [rom
research programs set up 2 or
30 years ago,” Drake says.

But no matter who does the
testing or how, Drake points out,

there is Do OO that -
being | '
main q bow fast this I
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happening, and most data indi-
cate losses at rates 10 to 100
times that of native land.

He noted that crops can be
grown without topsoil. "It would
mean much more tilling and the
application of many more tons of
fertilizer,” he says, “and there
could never be the yields we
have with good topsoil. Other
places, as in many of the states
south and west of us, where
topsofl sits on top of bedrock
would not be so fortunate.

“At a Uime when energy ia in
short supply, losing our topsoll
would seem to be the last thing
we should let happen,” according
to Drake, though he admits it
would take a major change in
{arming methods even to slow
the current soll loss rates—Aa
change he does not see hap
pening

“Ii seems easy lo blame the
farmer, but he is just doing what
he must to survive economically
| would lay the blame more with
society, which ia not willing o
pay higher prices for food to
conserye soll, and with the
researchers who are coming up
with few new and innovalive
ideas aimed at conservation. The

j¢ gardeners and other
funky folks are probably making
more conservation progroas than
the pesearchors,” Dirake says



Merrill McKinnie,

Wages " ‘o o0 4 828,08
Jsceola Farm & Home,

Supplies R -
Calvern Sanders,

Wages 416.53
Uniongas, Gas ..78.80
C. 0. White, Wages . .. .. . 220.80
White Oil Co., Fuel 168.12

POOR FUND
Robert L. Burns, D.D.S.,

B O SIS o 5.00
Capital City Ambulance,

Ambulance service . ... .58.25
cass Co. Care Facility,

Care and medical ..362.70
Jlarke Co. Dental Clinic,

Dental . .20.00
“ood Stamp Cashier,

Food stamps 113.756

Clarke Co. Homemakers,
Homemakers service

(2 mo.) .. .200.00
slarke Electric Coop.,

Inec., Electric > 42.97
“larke Medical Clinie,

Medical sl BR800
“liniec Pharmacy, Med-

ical TN Ca Tt 93.00
Wanda Craft, Transpor-

tation refund . .130.00
Jecatur Co. Hospital,

Hospitalization 164.40
“areway Store, Gro-

ceries ....071.87
seneral Telephone Co.,

Service ...B1.91
darry Horton, Rent ... 16.00
4. Dept. Social Services,

Emergency relief . . .. .. 804.37
owa Southern Utilities,

Electric . 19.62

tussell McCloney, Rent . . .60.00
Mletcalf Drug, Medical . ... 40.80
smith Oil Co., Gas 70.50
southwest Ia. Sheltered

Workshop, Service 110.88
Jnion Co. Poor Fund,

Care and keep 257.99
Jniongas, Fuel ..13.60
Jniversity Hospitals,

Medical . . ..698.96
Jptown Apts., Rent .. .. 127.00
‘rances Wilder, Food

stamp cashier ...47.07

SECONDARY ROAD FUND

Allen Bottle Gas, Plumb-
ing & Heating, Backhoe

and labor . . . . ... . ....45.00
Ardick Equipment Co.,

Amber Center Mt. .. ... .35.00
3ob Brown Chevrolet,

Parts .B4.58
ierman M. Brown Co.,

Parts 704.12
iruning Division, Unej.

neering supplies .158.43
sentury Laboratories,

Ine., Supplies . . ...1562.42
Jlarke Co. Tire Co., Tires,

tubes, repairs .. 193,00

Jlarke Electric Coop.,
Electric, Co. sheds . .. . .127.79

larke Rural Water Dist.
# 1, Water for Co.

PUBLIC NOTICES

City Council Proceedings

January, 17, 1978

The City Council of the City of
Osceola did meet in regular
session this 17th Hay of January,
1978 at City Hall at 7:00 p.m. All
councilmen were present. The
meeting was called to order by
Msayor Lamb and the following
bills and claims were presented

for approval.

COMMUNITY PROTECTION

PROGRAM

Knight Cleaners, Clean-

ing uniforms . . 63.50
General Telephone, Ser.

police, fire , ...74.99
Peace Officers Equip., Co.,

Spot light i 25.00
Osceola Drug, Pictures

developed 21.88
Stickler TV & Radio, An-

tenna 14.55
Metro Uniforms, But-

tons 4.80
[.8.U. Co., Service, street

lights .....1,088.76

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

PROGRAM

Osceola Library, Tax

draw ST ity 1000500
[.S.U. Co., Ser. pool .. ... 16.00

HOME & COMMUNITY

ENVIRONMENT PROGRAM
L.S.U. Co., Ser. sanitation

and street . 486.91
Clarke Electric Co-op, Ser.

at new sewer plant. . .. 754.04
Smith 0Oil Co., 0il .99.00
Century Laboratories,

Sewer aid .220.27

Osceola Farm & Home,
Brush, wire, chain saw,

ete, : 308.35
Western Auto, Sup-
- plies i ...4.98
Osceola Cemetery, Tax

draw . .2,000.00
Barco Municipal Products,

Cross chain 288.63
Iowa State Industries, 25

U-channel posts 181.25
Toney's Truck Co., Haul-

ing sand 189.00
General Telephone Co.,

Service 19.52
Sanders 0Oil Co., 0il, diesel

fuel . . .. _ 262.61
Jim's Auto Parts, Sup-

plies i e F
R & R Welding Supply Co.,

Welding supplies . 3.00
Gibbs/Cook Equip. Co.,

Chain : 99.10

Wilder's 'I‘ruck Ser,, Steel,

o P

All, Nays: None, Therefore the
ordinance will be in effect upon
publication,

Don Martin representing the
present Senior Citizen commit-
tee met with the council at this
time. What Mr. Martin was
requesting from the council at
this time was to have an official
commiltee appointed by the
council to act in regards to a new
community building. To try to
obtain some funding for such a
project. After discussion of the
matter it was moved by Edwards
and seconded by Clark that the
following committee be ap-
pointed by the couneil, also that
the committee ecould appoint
additional members if they so
deemed necessary. The council
thought that possibly some high
school students could be con-
sulted to see what their ideas
would be in regards to a com-
munity center. The named mem-
bers on the committee would be,
Don Martin, Chairman, Marvin
McHarg, Hazel Land, Melvin
Goeldner, Earl Devol, Helen L.
Lewis, Eva Webb, Irene Morgan
and Gerald Clark from the
council. Vote on the above mo-
tion was Ayes: All, Nays: None.

Clayton Scott announced that
there would be a meeting Thurs-
day evening at City Hall at 7:00
p.m. with the City Council,
Clarke County Development
Board, Water Board and mem-
bers of the Clarke Rural Electric
in regards to an Industrial Pro-
spect.

Members of the fire depart-
ment met with the council at this
time. They discussed their pres-
ent budget and the amounts of
some of the items in the budget.
They also stated that the tank on
the old city fire truck would have
to be replaced in the very near
future. The council asked the fire
department to get some cost
estimates on replacing the tank.
The fire rates were discussed
also at the meeting. The fire
department asked if the council
would approve the costs of
sending some of the firemen to
the annual fire meeting in Ames
in June of this year. They discuss
new fire fighting items and fight
actual fires, The council okayed
2 of the cost of sending mem-
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OSCEOLA TRIBUNE
Tues., Jan. 24, 1978

Nays: Estell, Clark. Not voting
was McKinnie. Motion did not
CAITY.

Other names were mentioned
and it was moved by Estell and
seconded by Edwards that Jim
Schaefer be appointed to the
airport commission. Vote on the
above motion was, Ayes: Ed-
wards, Estell, Joseph, Nays:
Clark. Not voting was McKinnie.
Motion was passed. This appoint-
ment is based upon Mr. Schaefer
accepting the position.

The Mayor stated that he
would like to appoint Gerald
Clark to the pool committee from
the city council. It was moved by
McKinnie and seconded by Ed-
wards that the appointment be
approved. Vote on the above
motion was, Ayes: All, Nays:
None,

The Mayor stated that he
would like to re-appoint Lon
Williams as City Treasurer. It
was moved by Estell and seec-
onded by Edwards that the
appointment be approved. Vote
on the above motion was, Ayes:
All, Nays: None,

The Mayor also stated that he
was appointing Gerald Edwards
as Mayor Pro Tem.

The dog problem in the city
was discussed at this time but
no solution to the matter was
arrived at to solve the situation.

Signed: G. E. Lamb,
Attest: Dan Cline, Mayor
City Clerk

e e
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35 Years

Verle Marlenee of Adel has
been a barber 55 vears, most of
that time in Adel. Many of his
customers have patronized him
regularly for 40 or more of those
years. At least once, he has
discovered midway through a
haircut that the boy in the chair
s & great granson of a former
customer. — Adel News,

Retires

Frank Tiefenthaler of Wall
Lake is retiring after being on
the Wall Lake town council for 44
consecutive years. During his 44
years, he served under three
mayors. He was mayor protem
for 30 years. He served with 24
different council members and
attended about 900 council meet-
ings. — Wall Lake Blade.
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Gonseth Calls Meet
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For Water Quality

Richard Gonseth has an-
pounced that a meeting of the

 Clarke County Resource Coordi-

nating Committee will be held on
H.m:gﬂiﬂﬂiudl at the Board
of Supervisors room in the court-
house at 7:30 p.m. to discuss the
progress of 208 Water Quality

Planning.
[owa has been required by the

| 1972 Clean Water Act to develop

a plan to control Non Point
Sources of Pollutants. These
pollutants include sediment and
chemical runoff from all lands
including farmland. The Depart.
ments of Soil Conservation and
Environmental Quality are
charged with developing the

p.i this meeting, the Clarke
County Resource Coordinating
Committee will be evaluating

proposed practices to control non

pollution. Discussion will
ﬂm“lwm

of implementing the pollution
trol am.
m‘l‘hhpgung will be one of a
very few opportunities for local
people to have a say in the type
of control program to use in
lowa,” says Gonseth. “We need
to shape the program Llo our
needs or else someone will do it
. le tation program

The | men
would :q?u.ire pollution control
measures in watersheds that
contribute to a waler qulhl.':r
problem. The Department of Soil
Conservation maintains lht:: i'I.lt
roposal allows for a number o
E:nnlivu and alternative pollu-
tion control practices.

The public is urged to sttend
this meeting of the Clarke Coun-
ty Resource Coordinating Cotn
mittee. This public input will be
reviewed by the conservancy
districts before final decisions
are made next summer.

Finalizse Recommendations —

Keith Ticknor Accepts
Nebraska Woodland Post

Distriet Soil Conservationist
Keith Ticknor has accepted the
position of Woodland Conserva
tionist with the Nebraska Soil
Conservation office in Lincoln,
Nebraska. Area Conservationist
Ernie Aust made the announce
ment of Tieknor's promotion this
week and stated that the trans
fer Lo the Nebraska office would
be effective May 22

Ticknor took over as distriet
conservationist in Osceola in the
fall of 1970, He has aided in
promoting all phases of soil and
waler conservation in the distriet
and has been well pleased with
the progress of the RC and D
program including the East Lake
project and the outdoor recre

ation program at Clarke Com
munity Schools

Land Policy Commission

The Clarke County Temporary
Land Preservation Policy Com
mission finalized its recommen
dations as set out in House File
210. Members of the commission
are chairman, Leland Hunt,
Richard Hill, Orval Coffman,

Adrian Fuller, Richard Gonseth,

Glen Kimes, Alan Mathias,
Gerald Edwards and Marion

‘McKinnie.

The commission held three

| public hearings, as required by
| HLF. 210, in various parts of the

county. The public was aksed

| their opinion concerning the land

use issues outlined in H.F. 210,

Subsequent meelings were
held and the [ollowing recom-
mendations have been proposed:
(1) That decision and control of
any and all land use issues

-

remain strictly and solely with
the people of the local county

(2) That the Preservation of
Private Property rights be held
in high prioritly

(3) That a reasonable balance
between the private and the
publie interest be resolved at the
local county level

(d) That present and future
land use planning strive Lo
preserve prime agricultural land
for agricultural production pur
i)l.iﬂ"!-

(6) That due consideration be
given Lo supplying an adequate
quantity and quality of drinking
water to the residents of Clarke
County

(6) That the siting of indus.
trial, commercial, educational,
cultural, and residential facilities

be planned so as to make the best
use of existing [acilities and to
prevent the unwise use of land
fesources

(T) That maximum emphasis
be placed on the local develop
ment of land use goals and
objectives, local development ol
comprehensive land preservation
plans, and local regulation and
enforcement of land preservation
decinions.

There will be a final public
hearing to allow interested per
sons to respond to the commis
slon proposed recommendations
on Wednesday, March 29, 7:30
p.m. in the Board of Supervisors’
room, &t the courthouse in Osce
ola

at 50 per
summer

!'h'l}l\i'h Lthat are uﬂdff*l}' al
the present time include the
standard soll survey for Clarke
County and tile outlet terraces
that are a conlinuing project
Ticknor expreased the hope that
the Whilebreast Watershed pro
gram would be carried forward
o its conclusion In the coming
:-I"‘l,]"’l

Ticknor has been active In
community and school activities
in the county and is presently
serving as chairman of the
Clarke Community School Board.
The Ticknors plan to move when
housing becomes available

in his new post, Ticknor will
travel over the state to the
various feld offices and aid in
selling up conservation planning
programs pertaining to wood
lands

A new distriet conservationist
for Oseecla will be appointed in
the near future

- . -
-+ ' -

-
’(E'Uﬂholeupung
.-\pplli‘nliunn

Hichard ronseth chairman of
the Clarke l'uunll-. SCD re
minded local landusers that they
are accepling applh.'.-ntlnm fi';l"
slale  cost-sharing for erosion
control work now at the Clarke

Itmmtj NS office, B N Main
Street. Some funds are avallable

rate for spring and
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Water Conservation Last Summer Helped —

Good Rains Fill West Lake R

A year ago, Clarke and sur
rounding counties were exper
iencing a water shortage due to a
lack of snowfall the year before
and a shortage of spring rains
This year, Osceola is blessed
with an abundance of water
because of good fall rains and
spring runoff of winter snow

For Osceola, the main source
of water supply is the 125 acre
West Lake, supplying water Lo
the 3500 inhabitants of Osceola,
commercial and industirial users

APRIL, 1977: This was the appearance of West
Lake, reservoir for Osceola’s water supply just

and the rural water users north
and east of Osceola.

l.ast year at this time, the
water level in West Lake was
some 60 inches below the spill
way and went down o a record
83 inches below the spillway at
one point in August, according to
Halph Squier. superintendent of
the water works

Much concern was expressed
by citizens of Osceola of a
possible water shortage and al-
ternatives were sought should

one year ago. Steve Squier measures the depth of

West Lake not be able to supply
all the needs. For this East Lake
was discussed as a possible water
source by the Water Board.

Through most of the summer
months until rain finally arrived
in late August, the water plant
pumped water from the rock
quarries below the spillway back
into the lake for additional
walter.

Dr. Fred Wood, chairman of
the Osceola Municipal Water

the water at that time and found it to be 60 inches
plus below the top intake,

Board, urged all Osceola resi-
dents to conserve water as much
as possible by using a minimum
amount of water in all ways.

According to figures recorded
at the water plant on the number
of gallons used during the sum-
mer months, citizens of Osceola
did conserve waler.

In 1976, 23,608,000 gallons of
water were used from West Lake
in the month of June, 23,674,000
gallons used in the month of July
and 25,525,000 gallons used in

s

the month of Augus:
ison for the same m::
the difference was 3
ly eight million gal::
a year before; 16,92
used in June, 16 4%
in July anm::
gallons used in Au:

Rainfall had bee::
mal in 1977 up ¢
when a total of 14.55
recorded for the i
inches falling after =
breakdown of mois:::

used

APRIL, 1978: Steve Squier and Herman Gracey
stand on top of the intake valves ns West Lake is
full to overflowing. Water continues to flow over
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Give Tips for
Plantingin
Soil 'Trash’

Planting in “trash™ will likely
take a little getting used to, if
're a farmer who's used Lo the
clean plowed fields before plant.
ing. But high soil moisture levels
this year and soil conservation
advantages might make the ef
fort worthwhile for you this
year, soil conservationists say.
“Yields with conservation til-
lage systems, or planting in crop
residues, are comparable and
somelimes better than conven
tional systems,” says Ernie
Hintz, agronomist with the US

'I:‘ 'm‘&p.“‘.bkh.' T I\.IS\TWM = L' i 4B .

"You have to take some extra
eare in converting to & reduced
tillage system,” says Keith Tick
nor, SCS district econservalion
ist, "It's a different way of
farming. and trying something
different is usually tougher. Bul
the farmers in this area who have
tried conservation Ulage., and
stuck with it, are happy they
did.”

There are special planters
designed Lo work in erop resi
dues. The Ll planter moves
residues from the row area to
between the rows, and makes a
seedbed lor the seed In one
u‘wrnliun The notill or slot
planter does essentially the same
thing, withoutl
much soll,

I you're using vour regular
planter, you can have trouble If
you don’t break the stalks up
before planting

disturbing as

fied furrow openers ahead of the
lanter shoe, too,” says Hintz,
Most machinery dealers have
this equipment

“The important thing is to get
a good soil seed contact,” Hintz
says. Youll want to check the
seeds often to see thal they're
placed just deep enough In the
soil and have lirm contact,”

Keith emphasizes that some
{armers have given up on conser
vation Ullage because they Lried
W use Lheir old planter n
rosidues  without l!r:lwmg for

OSCEOLA SENTINFKEL
Thurs., April 6, 1978

handling stalks, He urged them

to visit with farmers who are

using the method successfully.
Keith Ticknor,

Saoil Conservationist

Soil Conservaton S!'l"-’i?t‘ .
“There are also fuel savings with
fewer trips across a field,

+

TR
Caring for

Your Trees

With the coming of warm
weather, your new trees will be
arriving. “How do you take care
of them?” is a frequently asked
question at this time,

Seedlings arriving from the
state nursery will be packed in
plastic bags of 50 each. The
plastic bag will be wrapped in a
large brown paper bag. Don't
open Lthe plastic bag until you are
ready to plant them.

Store your seedlings in a cool,
dry place and once a day turn the
plastic bag over. This will allow
the moisture in the plastic bag to
percolate back up through Lhe
seedlings.

“For best results your seed
lings should be planted as soon as
possible upon arrival. Also the
roots should be exposed o the
air as little as possible,” accord

"You eould chop or disk stalks

lightly before planting. It halps
to put rolling coulters or mmf

|

Pastures Can
Be Improved

Pastures without a doubt are
our most neglected crop in this
area and also the erop with the
most potential for improvement.

Carrying capacily or pounds of
beefl per acre can be al least
doubled when golng from an
unimproved bluegrass pasture to
a bluegrass pasture with moder
ste amounts of fertiliser and

woed control. The number of
animals pastured or pounds of
beel per acre can be al least
tripled when going from an
unimproved pasture to an alfalfa
or birds{oot trefoll grass pasture
or to a tall grass pasture with
moderate amounts of fertilizer,
We are talking about 50 to 60
pounds on bluegrass and 76 o
100 pounds on tall grass pas
Lures,

Each pound of nitrogen will
preduce about 20 pounds of
dry forage up to about 100
pounds on bluegrass and up to
about 200 pounds on a tall grass

asture, Because bluegrass,

rome, orchard, tall fescue and

Reed canary grass are cool
season grasses, most of their
roduction Is In May and June.
ly fertilizing the last of May,
grass production ean be in
creased for summer grazing. By
applying nitrogel around Algust
1, production can be increased
for grazing [n the fall

A good pasture program will

ide other sources of grazing
ides conl season grasses, for

use in July, Augusi, and Septem-
This ecould come from a

ber

i

Sei Up Beef

. Test Program

A beef cattle production test-
ing program has been set up in
the BSouthern lowa Resource
Conservation and Development
Area under the guidelines estab-
lished by the lowa Beef Improve-
ment Association (IBIA). Gary
Van Gelder has been hired to
assist farmers in carrying out
this program in a seven county
area including Adair, Adams,
Clarke, Decatur, Ringgold, Tay
lor and Union Counties.

The objectives of this program
are accomplished through indi-
vidual weighing of each call at
weaning so that superior heifers
can be identified and retained for
herd replacement, low producing
cows can be identified and culled
from the herd, and herd sires can
be evaluated from the perform.
ance of their offspring

“We need your cooperation
now to gel your calves tagged
and identified at bhirth,” secord-
ing to Jim Glenn, IBIA manager,
"s0 atl weaning time, our techni-
cian will have all the information
needed to properly compute the
adjusted 205-day weights.”

Due to the great success of this
program in 1977, we are expand
ing our program in 1978, For
further information, contact the
RC&D Office, 800 South Vine
Street, Creston, lowa 50801,

o 1

pounds on our tall grassss are
used, it should be applied as a

ing to John Tibben, District
Forester for the RC&D Area
including Adair, Adams, Clarke,
Decatur, Ringgold, Taylor and

Union Counties.

The District Forester has two
mechanical tree planters avail-
able for use by the public at the

RC&D Office in Creston,

Hand planting bars are also
available at the District Forest

er's Office,

To schedule your tree plant-
ing, you should contact your
District Forester as soon as you
receive your shipment notifiea.

tion from the state nursery.

legume-grass  pasture, second
growith meadow, sudan grass or
even from our old warm season
grasses like switchgrass,

An alfalfa or birdsfoot trefoil-
grass pasture will produce more
lorage per acre al less cost per
pound of beel (or day of grazing)
than any other forage combina
ton we can use but should be
used in a grazing system with
grass for early spring and late
fall pasture, The only problem |s
that it will not increase pasture
avallable this year, but should be
considered as a way, in the
future, to elther CArTY mMmore
livestock, more profitably than
on grass, or to carry the same
number on less acres at less cost
than on grass pastures

Production of grass can be
improved this year by the use of
nitrogen. If more than 60 pounds
of nitrogen on bluegrass or 120

split application. Most of our
pastures will require 30 to 50
pounds of phosphorus to go with
the nitrogen. A good soil test
should be used to determine the
exact amount,

Any good pasture program
must include a weed control
program. A regular clipping
program will generally be all that
is needed. On grass pastures,
one to two pounds of 2,4-D ester
or low-violatile ester when most
weeds are four to six inches tall
and actively growing will give
good control. Rotational grazing
will also increase carrying ability
of all pastures. The main idea is
o come up with a pasture
program that lets your livestock
harvest a8 much of their feed as
possible and lets them graze this
forage when it is at its optimum
quality to give you maximum
CAITYINg capacity
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Water Conservation Last Summer Helped —

Tip

Good Rains Fill West Lake Reservoir "

A year ago, Clarke and sur
rounding counties were exper
iencing & water shortage due to a
lack of snowfall the year before
and a shortage of spring rains
This year, Osceola 15 blessed
with an abundance of water
because of good fall rains and
spring runoff of winter snow.

For Osceola, the main source
of water supply is the 125 acre
West Lake, supplying water to
the 3500 inhabitants of Osceola,
commercial and industrial users

APRIL, 1977: This was the appearance of West
Lake, reservoir for Osceola’s water supply just

and the rural water users north
and east of Osceola.

Last year at this time, the
water level in West Lake was
some 60 inches below the spill-
way and went down to a record
83 inches below the spillway at
one point in August, according to
Ralph Squier, superintendent of
the water works.

Much concern was expressed
by citizens of Osceola of a

possible water shortage and al
ternatives were sought should

one year ago. Steve Squier measures the depth of

West Lake nol be able to supply
all the needs. For this East Lake
was discussed as a possible water
source by the Water Board.

Through most of the summer
months until rain finally arrived
in late August, the water plant
pumped water from the rock
quarries below the spillway back
into the lake for additional
waler.

Dr, Fred Wood, chairman of
the Osceola Municipal Water

the water at that time and found it to be 60 inches
plus below the top intake.

Board, urged all Osceola resi-
dents Lo conserve waler as much
as possible by using a minimum
amount of water in all ways.

According to figures recorded
at the water plant on the number
of gallons used during the sum-
mer months, citizens of Osceola
did conserve water.

In 1976, 23,508,000 gallons of
water were used from West Lake
in the month of June, 23,674,000
gallons used in the month of July
and 25,525,000 gallons used in

o o
- —

e
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APRIL, 1978: Steve Squier and Herman Gracey
stand on top of the intake valves as West Lake is

the month of August. By compar-
ison for the same months in 1977,
the difference was approximate-
ly eight million gallons less than
a year before; 16,918,000 gallons
used in June, 16,496,000 gallons
used in July and 17,207,000
gallons used in August of 1977.
Rainfall had been below nor-
mal in 1977 up until August,
when a total of 14.93 inches were
recorded for the month, 9.38
inches falling after August 26. A
breakdown of moisture in other
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Crop Residues Should Be
Left Near Soil Surface Says Kent

The increase in conservation P 3T LR ~* oy - gey = P . Y ¢
tillage acreage (leaving crop . - o -,-—..: ‘,‘_ o ""1":-‘-“ BV N i LY .
residues on the soil surface AL T . e -_:].‘-. i ;t, R B I---m e A
during planting) in lowa has been et e T T i P AP g !‘_'.- 7 B s~ o -~
astounding. According to Soil S s *l:'- w ARG i 4 | i -
Conservation Service figures S s -‘1*.'.?' - 'S

_ gures, WL B ol
the practice has grown from very }v‘;-: F ; s - 4

few acres in 1967 to more than
nine million acres 10 years later.

“But there’s a problem with
those figures, that is, on about a
third of those acres, less than
1,000 pounds of crop residue was
left on the surface at planting
time, Reduced tillage, to be sure,
but not ltaving enough residue
on the soil to do an effective
erosion control job," SCS agron-
omist Ernie Hintz says.

It takes 3,600 pounds of resi-
due per acre to generally cut
water erosion in half. One trip
across a corn field with a dise
buries half the residue, by rule of
thumb. So if a farmer were to

- start with 7 - 8,000 pounds per
acre, which is normal, with one
discing he can be down to 3,600
pounds an acre of protection on
the surface.

If you feel there is a real need
to disc, cut no deeper than three
or four inches. This will leave the
residue you covered near the
surface. In recent research we
have found this residue also
benefits water erosion control.

We have the machines to leave
protective residues on the soil
surface. The problem no longer
seems to be to get farmers to use
them; it's a problem of keeping
them from over-using them.

We agree with conservation
officials who urge use of no-till or
till planters, and limited use of
chisel plows, dises and rotary
equipment. Our soil is important,
and this system is an important 4 Ty Ay SIS §75 ur JOERaR L L o,

“;.;.:ﬂn:z:: ::tormmun on Con- 3600 pounds per acre should be a goal for on slopes up to 6% and 200 foot long, if tilled

trolling Soil Erosion With Crop every conservation tillage farmer. This residue and planted on the eontour.

Residues, please stop by the Soil in a chisel-disk system should control erosion
Conservation Office and pick up a |
pamphlet. y

-
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Soil Stewardship Week

Set For April 30 to May 7

The United States’ annual loss
of five million acres of rural land
to non-agricultural use is a
special concern during this Year's
celebration of Soil Stewardship
Week April 30 to May 7, Glen
Kimes, chairman of the Clarke
County Conservation District an-
nounced this week,

This year's Soil Stewardship
Week theme, “Compelling Ven.
tures”, also stresses the impor-
tance of controlling water pollu-
tion causes by run-off from
unprotected farms, ranches,
roadsides, and construction sites
Kimes added,

Soil Stewardship Week is a
nationwide ohservance which
emphasizes man's responsibility
to protect and conserve soil,
water, and other natural re
sources. Traditionally, churches

and local citizen’s groups partici-
pate.
"Nearly 85,000 conservation

-

] \..:_\ Ih. I_ - L. "-J:-.-I-*. B

districts throughout the U.S, will
focus their attention upon con-
serving and preserving Amer
jca's best farmlands during this
21st annual observance of Soll
Stewardship Week,” Kimes said.
“The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture estimates that of the five
million acres annually lost to
agriculture, nearly one million
acres are classed as ‘prime’ land
— the best and most productive
land we have. We are encour-
aging the preservation of these
top-quality farmlands for farm.
ing rather than their indiscrim-
inate use for housing develop
ments, highways, shopping cen
ters, and the like.”

The 1978 Soil Stewardship
Week placemats, “Compelling
Ventures,” placemats are avail
able to local churches and com
munity groups through the
Clarke County Conservation [is
trict.

e i,
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Ticknor Feted

At Farewell
Keith Ticknor, Clarke County

Soll Conservationist, w
ored st a farewel] dinner ;.-ml';u:t
Gus and Tom's Restaurant Fri.
day evening, May 12. Ticknor
has accepted a position as for
ester with the Lincoln, Nebraska
Ebﬁmﬂﬂ;um Service. He
n with the
d? el Osceola office
uests altendi
Mrs. Keith Tic::g. Emd:ndd'
m. 1.4, IL-IJD . Ureg Kent, Bill
p.lJlm ‘Uson, Mr. and
Mrs. Richard Gonseth, Mr. and
Mrs. Gerald Garner, Barbars
Sunds, Mr. and Mrs. Glen
Kimes, Mr. and Mrs. Merrill
Thornton, Mr. and Mrs, Adrian
Fulluf. Mr. and Mrs. Phillip
Henrich, Mr. and Mrs. John

Weed Control
Results Good

There's been a widespread
belief that weeds are much more
difficult to control on conserva-
tion (minimum) tillage fields than
on conventionally tilled fields.
But evaluations in northeastern
lows and other tests say other-
wise,

Weed control evaluations by
the lowa State University Ex-
tensions Service in northeast
lows conclude that “the perfor-
manced of pre-emergence and
post-emergence herbicides eval-
gsted was basically the same as
that with conventional tillage
systems.” The Extension Service
has been studying herbicide per-
formance there since 1971,

“They found good weed control
with residuve amounts of 3,000 -
4,000 pounds an acre, the same
amount needed for good erosion
control,” says state agronomist
Ernie Hintz of the U.S. Soil
Conservation Service. But he
cautions area f{armers to be
ready with a back-up system in
case weather or other [actors
made herbicides less effective.

“Most years, a properly se-
lected herbicide will do a good
job of controlling weeds in fields
planted with conservation tillage
systems. But there are times
when weather and other factors
made herbicides less effective,
and a back-up weed control
system is needed, he says.

Planning now can save head
aches later in those cases.
“Adapting your ecultivator to
handle cornstalks is the most
important step you could make
now for a back-up system”,

“The most common and a
practical way to make your
cultivator work in residues is to
attach dise hillers to the cultiva-

tor. Then it's a trial and error
system of adjusting them to
work best,” Lreg says.

The rolling cultivator is one of
the most widely accepted ma-
chines for weed control in
“trashy” fields. Most manufae-
tures have one and most machin-
ery dealers in lowa sell them.

Webb, Doyce Miller, Maxi
Kimball and Mr. and Mrs. Dale ERVIC . | Greg Kent,
: . Dale . E AWARD: Past Clar Soil Conservation Aid
Ch%tsm Jor :& Yo r 5ong resident lllrllh Ticknor receives ::«Eﬁ?:l:‘::‘g lm&hﬂd Mbu.rd
the A ﬁn Lo ‘E.Hfﬂtq. \'.u‘hn '[1.|.Ill! for a }ob well done. Ti angiy
' guest. esident for the past year until re . Tieknor served as

mmission, In lmfhg: Nebraska Conservation 1h'|U~ e 1A 191%
- ebraska. |
{--.". | L ! - ] T
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Keith Edwards
Assumes Duties

L4 i

Keith Edwards

Keith Edwards assumed his
new duties as soil conservationist
for Clarke County Soil and Water
Conservation District last week
He and his wife, Janet, are living
at 209 Northeast Street in Osceo
la.

A native of Columbus June-
tion High School. He earned his
degree from lowa State in 1975
in farm operations and conserva-
tion and went to work as a
trainee the same year in Shelby
County. He moved to Monroe
County in the same capacity and
continued his training there be
fore coming to Clarke County as
district conservationist,

Edwards sees the need for
water in southern lowa as being
one of the top priorities for the
area. Planning that has already
been started needs to be encour-
aged so that both rural and urban
people can profit by having
enough of the commeodity made
available to them in future years.

A second priority for this part
of lowa includes the need for
conservation tillage. Edwards
stated that while in Monroe
County he witnessed a rapid
growth of the practice brought
on by drought conditions and the
need to practice energy conser-
vation measures. In the past two
years there has been approxi
mately a 300 percent increase in
this particular tillage practice.
He foresees a continuing move-
ment to minimum tillage al-
though a relatively small portion
of the county’s farmers are using
it to date.

Edwards succeeds Keith Tick
nor in the conservationist's post
who became area [orester in
Nebraska and is headquartered
in Lincoln. : :

District soil commissioners in-
clude Glen Kimes, Adrian Fuller,
Richard Gonseth, Merrill Thorn-
ton and Philip Henrichs with
Doyee Miller, Dr. Fred Wood
and Mrs. Betty Webb serving as
assistant commissioners,

™

RC&D Meet
Set July 12

Chariton Valley RC&D Execu-
tive Board will hold a public tour
of the Conservation Tillage trials
near Rathbun Lake from 6 p.m.
to 8:30 p.m, on Wednesday, July
12.

The tour will begin on the
south side of J-18, one mile east
of Iconium. This trial area fea-
tures 144 acres corn planted with
an Allis Chalmers no-till planter
and 43 acres corn planted with a
buffalo-till plant system. Also
included are 21 acres of switch-
grass planted using a John Deere
no-till power seeder.

A second trial area consisting
of 48 acres no-till corn and 19
acres no till soybeans is located
one-fourth mile west of the
Rathbun Lake Corp of Engineers
Headquarters building,

The demonstration will be
informal with the public able to
tour the different sites at their
own pace. Extension and Soil
Conservation Service personnel
will be present in the area to
answer questions and provide
background information. In case
of rain, the tour will be held
Wednesday, July 19, from 6 p.m.
to 8:30 p.m.

Contact Keith Edwards for
additional information at the
Clarke County Office.
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Commisioner
Seat Is Up

For Election

The term of one Clarke County
Soil Conservation District Com-
missioner, Adrian Fuller of Os-
ceola, Knox Township, will ex-
pire at noon on January 2, 1979
Successors will be elected at the
general election on November 7,
1978

Any qualified elector residing
in the soil conservation distriet,
which is all of Clarke County
including ecities and towns, is
eligible for the office of commis-
sioner, except that no more than
one commissioner may be a
resident of any one township.
Incumbent commissioners are
Phillip Henrichs of Osceola,
Washington Township: Glen
Kimes, Usceola, Osceola Town
ship; Richard Gonseth, Osceola,
Green Bay Township; Merrill
Thornton, Osceola, Jackson
Township; therefore, residents
of these townships would not be
eligible for office at this time.

Prospective candidates
seeking the office of soil conser-
vation district commissioner
must file nomination petitions in
the same manner as for other
elective positions at the general

election, except that no political
party 1s designated. Nomination
petitions can be obtained from
the County Auditor.

These petitions, signed by 25
eligible electors, must be filed
with the County Auditor at the
Clarke County Courthouse no
later than 5:00 p.m. on Septem-
ber 13.

Individuals elected in Novem
ber 1978 will serve a term of six
years commencing January 2,
1979, Soil conservation district
commissioners serve without
salary and guide the overall soil
and waler conservation program
in the county. For further infor-
mation pertaining to the respon
sibilities of a commissioner, con-
tact the Clarke County Seil
Conservation District office,
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almost a total loss of crops and
destroyed other property to the
amount of thousands of dollars.

Open
Forum

{ Editar’s Note. Open
Forum letters are welcomed
by this newspaper. They
pravide a vehicle for the
fransmission of views by
individuals and do not
necessarily conshitute an
endorsement by the
newspaper Letters must
conform to the diclates of good
taste and must be signed by
the person writing them.)

For sometime concerned citi-
zens of Osceola have been inter-
ested in getting Q" pond area
cleaned up for a park and
recreational purposes which our
city needs badly. East Park is
not large enough to fill needs of
Osceola, it is also outside of the
city limits. “Q" pond area is much
closer being partially within eity
limits. I in any doubt about
distance look at the city map.
Now we know this sort of a
project takes money.

The Conservation Board has
offered to lease "Q" pond area for
any number of years agreeable
with council, clean it up at no
expense to city and have it fit for
citizens of Osceola to use and
enjoy. Our councilman refused
this offer. Why?

One of our esteemed council-
man is concerned it will cost the
city some money. So what? Isn't
it time the citizens of Osceola
have something in return for
their tax dollars? There seems to
be money for anything else that
serves no purpose for ordinary
citizens.

However, Conservation Board
stipulates it will cost city noth-
ing. This Conservation Board is
made up of dedicated stable
citizens. Would they make such a
committment and then renege? I
think not.

So concerned citizens of Usceo-
la ask your councilmen why this
project can't be carried out. It is
what over fifty percent of the
qualified voters of Osceola want.

Mrs, Don Martin
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Seek Commissioner for

Conservation Board

general election on November 7.
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Soill Conservation District Com
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ceola, Knox Township, will ox
pire at noon on January 2, 1979
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Soil Conservation

Holds Speech Contest

This year's Sail Conservation
Speech Contest will be held the
week of October 23. date and

time will be confirmed

lopie this year is “Soll and
All

Water - Key to Our Future”

Clarke County students (grade
through 12) may participate on
Awards will be
given, lirst place $156, and $5.00

Lthe distriet level

for all other that enter

Lontestants will give a five Lo
10 minute speech, and in addition
the judges will ask each contest
ant two general questions about o
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Public Meeting Planned

For Resource Committee

Lounty residents are urged Lo
attend a joint publie meetling to
be held July 31, at 7:80 p.m. at
the Osceola City Hall on conser
Valion programs. The C(larke
Counly Resource {'4_mrdmltmg
Committee will review and dis
cuss the second draft prepared
for 208 water quality planning in
lowa from the Department of
Soll Conservation on how Non
Point Pollution will be con
trolled. These pollutants inelude
sediment and chemical runolf
from all lands including farm
land

lowa has been required by the
1972 Clean Water Act to develop
& plan o control Non Point
Sourcees of Pollutants This pub
be input will be review ed by the
conservancy district so that final
decisions can be made by No
vember 1978, The Department of
Soil Conservation and Environ
mental Quality are charged with
developing the plan

Also at this meeling county
residents will be asked for their
opinions on what kind of conser
vation programs should be of
fered in the future

"We're asking people o fill sut
8 worksheet to find out what
they think are the most serious
problems.” says Glen Kimes,
chairman of the Clarke County
Soil Conservation District. “For
instance, they tell us whether
they're more concerned about
soll erosion and flooding than
they are about the loss of prime
farmland or wildlife habitat, ™

The Clarke Sail Conservation
Distriet will use the answers |n
formulating local conservation

programs for the future. They

will also forward » iummary Lo
state and national offices of the
U.5. Soil Conservation
The 'information
wilh other county
develop state and nationa! pro
KTams
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source agencies, and with publi
Input, they must develop a five
Year conservation
Tht‘_\ must also evaluate pro
KTess in attacking the problems
identified by people

More information on the Re
sources Lonservation Aet and
what can be done to influenee
future consery allon programs is
avaiable at the Sail Conserva
Lioh Service offies In Usrenla
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Recognize Gonseth for
Soil Commission Work

Region Eight of the Seil Con-
servation Commissioners held
their annual meeting Monday
evening, November 20 at the
Chicken Inn in Creston. Richard

Gonseth of rural Osceola was
awarded the Outstanding Soil
Commissioner for this area.

Gonseth has lived in Osceola
all his life, graduating from
Osceola High School in 1958, He
and his \4&9. Lois, have three
children: Phillip, June and Julie
They farm approximately 420
acres of ground, 15U acres in
corn, 40 acres in hay and the
balance in pasture. Gonseth also
raises 800 hogs and 60 head of
cattle.

Gonseth won the award for his
conservation practices on his
farm and his work as a commis
sioner since 1969, and chairman
from 1974 to 1976. He estab-
lished an active Youth Conserva
tion Board as a part of the
District Education Commuttee,
helped set up the fair commiitee,
served on the Goodyear Awards
Committee and is a township
representative for the county
rural water survey.

Bob Carroll, Clarke County's
entrant in the speech contest
placed second in the speech
competition and will be an alter-
nate for state competition should
the first place winner not be able
to attend.

A part of his speech concern-
ing soil conservation practices
read, “One easy method of soil
conservation is to build the
organic matter in your soil. You
can do this by plowing in manure
and plant residues such as corn-
stalks and straw. When you build

the organic matter you are
improving the soil structure as
well as the soil's capabilities to
hold water.”

=I=C

Need More Support for

Whitebreast Water Project

“More support and interest is
needed,” stated Charley Me-
Donough, “if the Whitebreast
Rural Watershed Project is to
become a reality.”

McDonough, president of the
Whitebreast Watershed Project
in Clarke County and a repre-
sentative on the Southern lowa
Water Association Board serving
a seven county area, made the
statement after spending the last
six years seeing little progress
on the needed water facility in
Clarke County,

Originally, the Southern lowa
Water Association was estab-

lished in the early 1970s and
included a seven county area of
Clarke, Union, Decatur, Ring-
gold, Wayne, Lucas and Madi-
son. Because the Federal Home
Administration, (FHA) pro-
viding the funding for the pro-
jects, saw the need was greater
than the amount of money they
could allow at one time, the areas
were broken up into smaller
divisions to spread out the fund-
ing over a period of time.
Whitebreast Watershed will
serve all of Clarke County and
parts of Union and Decatur
Counties.

“Several steps must be fol-
lowed when applying for federal
grants for such a project,” com-
mented McDonough. Through
the Southern Iowa Water As-
sociation, Western-Hoskins
Engineering firm of Lincoln,
Nebraska, was hired to complei =
a feasibility study of the different
areas to discover their rural
water needs. Because of the time
element, the Whitebreast Water
Board hired Lynn Sickels of
Midstate Engineering firm, in
Creston, to make a separate
feasibility study of Whitebreast
to attempt to speed up the
application process for funding.

Another requirement that
FHA requires on such a project
1s a sign-up of all area residents
to be affected by the watershed
to show the support of such a
project. This phase of the re-
quirement has been complete in
Clarke County and has been sent
to FHA.

McDonough stated that the
Little River Rural Water Project
in Decatur County is quite a bit
further along than Whitebreast
and still has a ways to go before
actual work can be started.
According to MecDonough, the
project has been accepted by
FHA, but the actual plans for
cost must still be approved.

“Clarke County still has a ways
to go before application for the
funding can be made,” stated
MeDonough, “and before White-
breast can become a reality,
more interest and participation is
going to have to be shown on the
part of Clarke County résidents."”




Gonseth Is Recognized as

Outstanding Commissioner .

Richard Gonseth was the com

MisEOner fram I'I‘-'.rl'.t 5 who

rectived the Outstanding Soll
Conservation [District Commis
sioner honor at the annual con

{erence held [December 6 and 7 in

Fort Daoidp
Lripni st 1'1 h.l" ||I'|'h A COMIMLS

Sioner 1:1-r nine years -.i”ll "I.r"r’j

three vears as assistant commis

He served as chairman of
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the district governing body and
heen active on Lhe committees of
edueation, soll stewardship fair,

anid LroOdyenr Awards H-l holds

3 97 percent altendance atl regu
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number of regional and state
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Whitebreast Water Board and
served as its president, and
secrelary-LUreasurer as well as
being & township representalive.
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Richard Gonseth

Development of East

Lake Is Discussed

Members of the Clarke County

Conservation Board met Tues
day evening, January 2 in the
courthouse to discuss progress of
the East Lake development.

Soll Conservationist Keith Ed

WArdS was present and ex
pressed a need by the board to
hire a consulting engineer for a
Recreational Study to be made of
the area hefore the Soil Conser

vation Service would share in the
cost ol any recreational equip
ment, The board moved to hire
an engineer with the Soil Conser
vation Service paying 50 percent
of the consultant's fee

Dennis Darnold, SICOG repre
sentative, informed the board on
Lhe five year plan and work being
done concerning East Lake. He
stressed high priority projects,
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discussing possible future land
acquisitions, Curre tly develop
ment money s not avallable to
acquire additional land on a large
swale

Vandalism o the Murray Park
was reported and past and fulure
plans concerning the upkeep on
the park was held

Discussion was held concern
ing Lthe ihl‘l.‘ilhli' [-urrhm,v ol
additional land bordering the
north H[ Easl L..‘.\ki' “I'-'ﬂ.um- iif
the price asked for the land, the
board did not strongly consider
the purchase at this time

In other |'au\'.m-*--_ -h-'.r!nir
ment of hiking trails from Osce
ola to East Lake were discussed
and it was felt by board members
that the concern should rest with
Lthe eitizens of Osceola, but that
the board would allow access to
the park should the project be
developed

In final action taken by the
board, election of officers for the
1979 year was held with Harold
Bonnett as chairman; Frank
Riley, vice chairman; Ron Whit
ham, secretary and John O'Neall
R.C. and D Board Member,

< vl 1.*{._\-

LContinued on back page, |

More Abou!

Gonseth
[Continued from page 1)

OUT, SOIL

GROW UP. NOT -
GROUP URGES

——— T ST
Gonseth operates o e By DON MUHM
OCh IR . % > Eepiter Farm [ diver
he practices parallel Lile r' AMES, IA. — lowa's land-use
terraces, windbreak, pasture policy might include a recommenda-
‘ din it renovation W tion that cities and towns build
Awards | structure, warm sea 5" upward and not outward into the
crop rotatior nier i countryside, the chairman of the
alfalfa und conserval Rppect temporary state land preservation
In 1965 he wa s commission indicated here Friday
outstanding n P 2 The official, Ervin J. J. Koos of
owner in Lh ot Shelby, sald that his organization will
awards program . make Its final recommendations on
He and his wils ’ statewide land-use policies to the
parents of Lhree ¢l lowa Legislature next July
Diale Chide b Currently, the state agency Iis
Ly wa digesting 99 land-use reports
received \ provided by county land preservation
[zank Wallos \ commissions, Koos told the annual
work in estab v meeting of the lowa Chapter of the
o aid . Soil Conservation Society of America.
tural r The local county reports were
Lyle Baus iy compiled after a series of local
f NACD ' meelings were beld across the state
the ocea y il to obtain citizen input
Lion Preserving Farmland
New w crealed Ifrom In general, the land-use policies are
the na irees o1 { designed Lo implement a state law
countr e concerning Lhe protection and preser-
Lo | ! ' vation of top lowa farmland
Fort Dodge Py lowa. Koos sald, has been “losing”
Mr. and M: ' ~ land regularly to urban sprawl, with
and M. | . ! Lhe equivalent of 2.5 counties “lost” Lo
Gonseth, Linda Haody : & | larming during & recent 25-year
urict (Cor vationtst Keitl ! period
wards Koos reported that during that
period, 1945 to 1969, some 2.5 percent
of lowa's 35 million acres of
farmland was converted to non-farm
U=
In Warren County, Koos said 28
acres of farmland Is “lost” to urbani-
zation weekly. A total of 6,500 acres
has been taken out of farming in the
past 18 years in that county, be said.
in Linn County, 1000 acres was
lost” belween 1958-1967. while In

;
Soil Conservation

Plans Banquet

the Ularke Counly Soll Con
servation Ihstriet will host &
Recoynition Hangquet Monday
January 2. at #:30 p.m, al the
Uil United Methodist
Church, lor mnadusers In Clarke

County who h Vi made oulstand
K athilevement in soll and water

COnservalion

he prublii % nvited with
advance Lickets available until
January 15. Tickels are available
from the Clarke Soil Conserva
Lion I Mstrict Lommissioners,
Glon Kimes, Adrian Fuller. Rieh
ird Lronselh 1'r.m4r Henrichs,
Merrill Thernton, Betty Webb
and Doyce Miller and the Clarke
SUS ollicw

Scott County, about 1,450 acres is
switched Lo non-farm eses yearly

“Total Economy”

Koos, a long-time state and
national soll conservation leader.

feels that professional soil

conserva-

tonists will ultimately be called upon
0 make key decisions about what
| lowa land should be protected and

preserved for farming
However, Koos added.

“Not just

farming is involved here, but the total
economy of the state. Cities and
towns do not want Lo be locked in, and
| say they need room to expand and
grow. But they may bave to grow
upward instead of spreading out.”
He added, “We have to keep In
mind that we in lowa need as much
emphasis on quality as quanity of

land In deciding what
| preserved for farmers.”

land is

The lowa Chapter of the Soil Con-
| servation Soclety of America, which
' has its international headquarters

near Ankeny, elected Leon Foderberg
of West Des Moines as president. He
Is employed by the Stale Department

ol 501l Conservation

Uther officers elected were Harold
Boehmer of Mason City, vice
president; Charles Shirley of Qakland,
secrelary, and Dick Moonev ol

Urbandale, treasarer
Awards

Specinl awards were presented to

Lawn Griffiths of The

Waterloo

Courier for his soil conservation

reporting and to Al Heinz of KGLO in
Mason City for his farm broadeasting,
Special recognition was given to WHO
- of Des Moines for its radio and teleyi-

10N conservauon coverage

Kelth Williams, a Leon banker and

farm manager, was given the group's
Byron Lodwick pasture management

award for his efforts o
pastures on a 4.500-acre
County farm-ranch

improve
Decatur




Coal Mine Landowners

Eligible for Funds

Landowners with abandoned
coal mines on their land may be
eligible for cost-share funds te
reclaim the land for other pur
poses. Keith Edwards, district
conservationist for the U.S. Soil
Conservation - Service (SCS) at
Osceola said applications from
landowners will be accepted at
the SCS office beginning Feb
ruary 1. The signup period will
last through February

“Our first step is to see what
kind of interest we have in
reclaiming the land," Edwards
says. "We're just starting into
this program, and need an idea of
how many people would be
interested n reclaiming land.
That will have an impact on how
much money will be available in
Iowa for next vear and future
years, "

The cost-share money is avail
able as. a result of the Surface
Mining Control and Reclamation
Act of 1977. It provides for
collection of money from current
coal mining operations, to be put
back into land reclamation pro
grams.

Owners of abandoned coal
mined land will be eligible for
both technical and financial help
After the signup period, the Soil
Conservation Service will assign
priorities to the applications.

Highest priority will be given
to sites where there could be
extreme danger to the public
from past mining activity. Sec
ond priority will be to protect
public health, safety and general

welfare from the adverse effects
of mining. The Surface Mining
Act requires that funds be spent
on these priorities first; applica-
tions are being taken now for
these cases. The third priority is
to restore the environment
where it has been downgraded.

The cost-share rate depends
on how big the site is and on
whether the reclamation prim-
arily benefits the landowner or
the general public. Highest rates
are for sites 120 acres or under,
where the main benelits are to
the public. The cost-sharing
would be reduced on larger sites
or where the land will be
changed to an income-producing
use such as cropland. Since
reclamation costs are high, cost-
sharing will cover 75 to 100
percent of the cost of the work.
Edwards conceded, however,
that there will not be a lot of
money available through Lhe
program for this year.

When applications are ap-
proved, the landowners would
sign contracts to do the reclam-
ation work within 5 to 10 years.
Work involved could include such
things as land shaping; planting
of trees, grass and shrubs; and
building diversion terraces and
sediment basins. The landowner
would make a reclamation plan
with SCS help.

Edwards said there are many
more details to the program, and
urged landowners to stop in the
office in February to discuss the
program and Sign up,

Will Take

Applications
For Sharing

Richard Gonseth, chairman of
the Clarke County Soil Conserva-
tion Distriet, announced that
SWCD officers are now taking
applications for cosl sharing on
conservation work

The cost-share funds will be
used to pay 50 percent of the cost
of installing permanent conser-
vation practices such as terraces,
diversion terraces, erosion con-
trol dams, and grassed water-
ways.

All landowners in lflarlq_-
County that are interested in
installing conservation practices
for controlling erosion ﬁhuplti
make application lor cost :iharmg
at the Soil Conservation Service
office
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PUBLIC ] NOTICES

School Board Proceedings

Osceola, lowa
February 12, 1979

The Clarke Community School
Board of Directors met in regular
session in the Board Room at
7:30 p.m.

Members Present: Pres,
Vaughn Cline, Kathy Barr,
Harold Bonnett, Emil Muller,
Wm. Short, Orville Turner, and
Ed Weaklend

Administrators Present: Supt
Riekens and Principals Carson
and DeWilt

Visitors Present: John D
Lioyd, Tim Samuelson, Duayne
Fletcher, Merrill Thornton, La
Verne Duncan, Doris Stout, Bev.
Edwards, Rod Gall, Jerry Ham
mer, Esther Hammer, Gracie
Crawford, Sharon Nervig, Doris
Canavan, Bill Harley, Robert
Grune, James Vawn, Doris Rich
ardson, Chuck Cosgrove, Kay
Cosgrove, Jackie Jameson, and
Sharon Cameron

Agenda: The agenda for the
February 12, 1979 School Board
Meeting was approved in a
motion h}' Short seconded h}'
Weaklend. All Ayes, Motion
carried

Minutes: The minutes of the
January 29, 1978 meeting were
amended by changing the word
“following™ to “followed™ in the
seventh sentence under Open
Meeting Law and were then
I.th!\-‘l‘-d along with the minutes
of the January 8, 1979 meeting in
a motion by Short seconded by
Barr. All Ayes, Motion earried.

Bills: Following discussion re
garding extra payroll, the Board
recommended that Paul Baker's
custodial assignments be
changed so that his duties are
strietly maintenance, Turner
then made & motion Lo approve
the additional payroll; Barr sec
onded. Nay Votes, Weaklend and
Muller, Motion carried.

Short made a motion to ap:
an- vendor payments dated
‘ebruary 13, 1979 adding Bill
Young's expenses to National
Convention and excluding Viking
Window, Muller seconded the
motion. All Ayes, Motion
carried.

The payment of the attached
list of January, 1979 secretary’s
prepaid bills was approved in a
motion made by Barr and sec
anded hy Miuller Al Avas

garding selling projects. They
realize the problem of several
groups selling at the same time,
which occurs primarily during
the holiday season, but felt that
if they were restricted, they
would have difficulty funding
some of their activities. Short
recommended that the Board not
set any restrictions at this time
but that if selling projecta get out
of hand, it might be necessary Lo
make some limitations in the
future

Visitors: Esther Hammer ap
peared before Lthe Board to state
that her kindergartner was being
“picked on” by older children on
the school bus, and that since
this has been going on since last
fall and has not been corrected,
she thought perhaps the Board
could look into the matter. It was
suggested that Mrs. Hammer
contact Principals Carson and
DeWitt regarding taking care of
the situation, nng Supt. Riekena
indicated he would also speak to
the bus driver, Mrs, Donaldson,

I-35 Community School: Supt.
Riekena reported that in again
reviewng past Board minutes he
found that Don Russell met with
the Board on April 12, 1971 and
approval was given for Lhe
County Superintendent Lo pro-
coed with the legal transfer of
the NW quarter of the NW
quarter of Sec. Fourteen (14) and
the E ' of the NE quarter of the
NE quarter of Sec. Fifteen (15),
Township Seventy-three (73)
Range Twenty-five (25) West of
the 5th PM. Clarke County,
lowa, out of Clarke Communitly
School Distriet into the District
of Interstate 35

Athletic Field Project: School
Attorney John D. Lloyd re
ported that based upon the lowa
Code limitations of & maximum of
forty (40) acres being acquired
for a school house site and
adjacent playland, stadium, or
ﬁr{d house, acquiring additional
land for the proposed football
gite would be excessive acreage
owned by the school distriet,
Following discussion of the al
ternatives, the Board de-
termined that it is necessary to
make immediate repairs to the

resent field, since it will have to
used for several years even if

a new complex is bullt.
Turner made a motion for the

then made by Muller seconded
by Weaklend. Nay voles, Barr,
Turner. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Muller
to advertise for a new high school
principal and that a committee of
two elected by the Board and the
administration review all appli
cations and decide which appli-
cants to interview. Weaklend
seconded the motion. All Ayes,
Motion carried.

February 26 Meeting: Due to a
confliet with the Boys' District
Rasketball Tournament, Muller
moved and Weaklend seconded a
motion to excuse the Athletic
Department from the February
26, 1979 meeting and to resched
ule them for the second meeting
in March, Barr moved to amend
the motion to cancel the Board
meeting on Feburary 26, 1979
Muller seconded. Motion as
amended, All Ayes, Motion
carried.

March 12 Meeting: Tentalive
Agenda Items. A{ Budget Hear
ing. B( Staff Recommendations
and Contracts for 197980, Ui
Audit Report. D{ Energy Con
servation Engineer.

Substitute Bus Driver: Mr.
Larry Coffman has applied to
serve as substitute bus driver. A
motion was made by Short and
seconded by Muller Lo approve
his applieation. All Ayes, grolmn
earried.

Jayeeen: The Jl{:rﬂ have
scheduled the High School Gym
for a community activily on
March 18, 1979, Proceeds will be
used to finance CPR Course
within the community. Barr
moved that the charge for the
gym be waived; Short seconded
the motion. Muller voted Nay on
the motion to indicate disap
grmril of holding the activity on

unday. Motion carried.

National School Board: After
reviewing material regarding
NASB policy manuals and enroll
ment in the program, Muller
moved not to subscribe Lo the
services, Barr seconded the mo
ton. All Ayes, Motion carried.

School Board Supper: A mo
tion was made by Barr to have a
supper/talent show prepared by
the Home Economics Depart
ment In cooperation with the
Local Arts Council. Motion was
seconded by Turner, All Ayes,
Motion earried.

Bus Drivers Salary Schedule:
Barr moved to accept the 1979-80
bus drivers salary schedule as
P . Turner seconded the
motion, All

Ayes, Motion

carried.
197980
Bus Driver Salary Schedule

st year $3,000.00
2nd year $3,100.00
Srd year 3,200.00
dth year 3,400.00
5th year 3,600.00
6Lh year 3,800.00

B rescusd) G 8
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Mg
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scheduled day after the holiday

4. Physical examination pa
by district—one needed ever
three years,

5. Paid Employee Insuran
(full-time personnel), Healt
Life, Disabulity.

6. All personnel leave polick
to apply.

7. One meal per day paid |
district In ndwmlun to abo
salary for full time persons on
(eontracted people)

Secretarial Salary Schedul
Following discussion regardi
extra pay for head secretaric
Weaklend moved and Mull
seconded a motion Lo table 1
proposed salary schedule |
building secretaries until {
Mareh 12, 1979 meeling. /
Ayes, Motion carried

Cusdodial Salary Schedule:
motion was made by Mul
seconded by Weaklend to
prove the 1979 80 proposed ©
todial salary schedule adding t
words “continuous service
each of the steps in item 2. N
vole, Short. Motion carried.

197980

Custodial Salary Sehedule
Ist year L 8
2nd year 1
3rd year ]
4th year 4
Sth year i
6Lh year 4
Tth year b
Sth year b
9th vear 5
1th year b
11th year 6
12th year t

1. Twelve month contract
hour week

2. Two weeks vacalion al
completing entire year of con
uous service, Three weeks vi
tion after completing 10 year
continuous serviee, Four we
vacation after completing
years of continuous service.

3. All personnel leave poly
apply

4. Eight paid holidays- In

endence Day, Labor D

anksgiving, Christmas, »
Years, Washington's Birthe
Memorial Day, and birthe
Must work regularly schedy
day before and after the holi
in order to be eligible for
holiday pay.

5. Paid employee health,
and disability insurance,

6. Night employees Lo rec
20 eents per hour addition
September through May.

7. Night Supervisor to rec
50 cents per hour additional.

8. Maintenance person Lo
ceive the same hourly 1
inerease,

Secretarial Salary Sched
Following a short recess, Sl
moved (o take the prope
197980 salary schedule Err by

ing secretanes from the 2
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governing bodies, expressly created by the statutes of this
state or by executive order, is considered a governmental

body.

The Soil Conservation Districts are political subdivisions
created by state statutes. Our elected board of District
Commissioners, therefore, constitutes a ‘‘governmental
body"”, and meetings of the board are subject to the

provisions of the Iowa Open Meetings Law.

The Commissioners of the Clarke County Soil Conservation
District hold regular monthly meetings every third Thursday
of each month at 7:30 p.m., in the District Office at 820A
North Main Street. All our meetings are open to the general
public, and you are welcome anytime you can joln us.
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Our current list of contributors (74) have contributed $907.15 so far in 1979. Your support is
greatly appreciated. These funds are put to good use for conservation education; steward-
ship materials for the churches; district membership in the national and state association;
promotional activities such as local awards; contest prizes; conservation booklets for local
schools; and many other activities that promote conservation in Clarke County.

Our sincere thanks to everyone on the following list for your financial support:

Jerry & Eva Kelly Kenneth Sickels Carl Handrock
Simpson College Farms Wm. R. Young G. Allen Heston

Clarke County State Bank Jacob Cozad Jack Heilman

C. & L. Const. Co. Inc. Lloyd H. Miller Saylor Feed & Grain Co.
Larry Van Werden M.H. Keeler Osceola Sale Co.

Robert Kitchell The Levine Company, Inc. Osceola State Bank & Trust Co.
Wilma Casey McFarland Harry Winship Ronald Whitham

Osceola Realty, Inc. M.W. Jack Beaman Miller Farm Account
Richard Barr Henry Staubus The Pines Shorthorn Ranch
J.J. Nolan Morris E. Gonseth Beardsley Pasture Account
Carl Brammer Donald Green Bill Kelso

Arthur Anderson R.E. Killmar Madeline Meyer

Price Farms, Inc. W.J. Emary Wayne Swegle

Robinsons V.R. McCartney & Son Willard Brittin

Charles Emmack Floyd McComas Vern L. Minnich

Samuel Edgington Eldon C, Graves Lloyd Morgan

Donald Edgington Merlin Newman Melvin Goeldner

R.M. Overholtzer Robert &. Toland Farm Service Co., Humeston
Loren Davis Orval Coffman Keith E. Kent, Inc.

W.W. Reynoldson Barnard Bros. James Macholz

Bell & Sons, Inc. Elvin H. Sunds Chester Weods

Robert Liggitt Barr & Sanders Const. Co. Merrill Thornton

Col. M.M. Miletich Brian Oehlert Bob Andrew

Robins Farms William Oehlert E.W. Touet

Jessie Powell Rick Eddy
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Work Continues
On E. Lake Park

Twelve new sets of pienic
frames will be purchased for Lthe
East Lake Park, as action took
place on the development of East
Lake Park Tuesday evening,
May 1 al the regular meeling of
the Clarke County Conservation
Board,

Twelve new horseshoe courts
were discussed. by the board,
with an area Lo be graded for the
courts and rock and pads be
purchased when money allows,

Further developments for the
Fast Lake area include the
rerouting of the roadway into the
park., to foliow =& wesiwardly
route allowing the development
of 20 camping spaces, of which 10
| would have electrical hookups
and drive through ecapacities
The camping area would have its
awn drive through roadway,

separate from the main road
through the park. The camping
area would be split up into four
to five separale camping siles
rather than grouping them all

togeihier.

j

City councilmen heard a varie
of water problems from Oseeo
residents at the regular board
1 seting Tuesday evening, May

Experiencing a welter than
! rmal spring, several Oseeola
| idents complained of water
tling in their front and back
ds. Councilmen listened to
h case, but felt a major storm
ver project to rectify the
iation was not in the eity's
iget, and the repairing of each
ividual case would not solve
» total water problem.
n other business, the library
linance was changed to call for
ine member board rather than
five member board. Current
ceola Public Library board
inbers are Belva White, Vir
ua Ogan, Walter Cothern,
idra Fisher, Dr. Fred DeHaan,
nni¢ Hertz, Bob Killmar, Mar
) Wade add J. Waid Lentz.
Water Board members, Con
nith and B.M. Shadley, along
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ouncil Okays Go-Ahead
 For White Breast Study

with SICOG representatives,
appeared belore the council and
asked the council o be the
applicant for a new HUD grant to
develop Whitebreast Watershed

A city government must spon
sor a grant of this type, and show
where the addition of water will
spur privale sector investment
Clarke County, as a whole, has
need for additional water and the
City Council agreed Lo sponsor
the grant application,

Joe Kieffer, Osceola Airport
Commission, reported on pro
gress of the Environmental Im
pact Study with the hearing set
for June 13. Of big concern is the
tractor and mowing unit that is
used to mow the runway. Coun
cilmen agreed Lo investigate the
malter,

In final action, a bid of $2 944 by
All-Weather Roofing Co, of Des
Moines was accepted, for strip
ping of the old roof on the City
Council and Police Station
bullding and building & new roof

Southern lowa Conservancy
Committee Hold Meeting

|By Mrs. Maurice Keeler|

The Southern lowa Conser
vancy Distriet Advisory commit
tee held a meeting at Creston
Monday, April 24 from 10 a.m.
untd 3:30 p.m. at Berning's Cafe.

A discussion on water quality

lanning under Section 208 of the
‘ederal Law 92:500 was con-
ducted by Don Lindquist and
George Annan from the Depart
ment of Seil Conservation,

Goal of this law is to clean up
the nation’s lakes and streams by
1983, The intent is to reduce
chemical and sediment discharge
into the waters of the nation.

In lowa the Department of
Environmental Quality has been
given the responsibility of
planning how they will clean up
the water, and the Department
of Soll Conservation has the
responsibility of planning for non
point sources of pollutants.

Non point sources which pol
lute streams and lakes are ma
terials which enter in a diffuse
manner; such as sediment, ani-
mal wastes, fertilizers, and pest
icides. “Point” sources which
have received the most attention
to date, are pollutants which
reach the water at a point, such
as municipal and industrial
wastes

The law requires publie input
into the planning so this was the
purpose of the meeting—

lowa’s Non point Souree Con-
trol Program consists of five
goals and these were presented
and discussed very thoroughly.
There was a unanimous vote Lo
accepl them,

The goals are as follows:

1. To maintain a voluntary
implementation program as long
as satisfactory progress is made

toward controlling non point
sources.

2. Muintain adequate partiei-
pation to sustain the voluntary
program.

3. Evaluate the implements-
tion program annually in order
to: (a) Redireet or adjust the
voluntary p am. (b) Deter
mine If mandatory provisions
need Lo be initiated,

4, Institute implementation ef
forts to solve the worst water
quality problems first,

5. Retain & maxium of local
control to: (a) Provide flexibility
in the administration of control
programs. (b) Assure that the
program will be sensitive to
economic impaet upon individual
land owners, (¢} Encourage vol
untary participation.

The 208 program is a very
complicated program to fully
understand, but it eould have one
of the most significant effects on
agriculture.

An eroslon sensitivity map
made up by the lowa Depart
ment of Soll Conservation was
presented and it showed that
Clarke County, for the most
Elﬂ. has a slightly moderate
azard erosion problem in the
lower half of the county, except
the very southeast corner which
has & moderate hazard. The
north hall has a moderately
severe hazard, except the very
northwest corner which is a
moderate hazard.

Many farmers do not use the
conservation practices on their
farms, such as contouring to
prevent soll erosion, This can
cause a hazardous condition in
the small streams because of
chemicals and fertilizers. So
much can be done in Clarke
County to help keep the water
cloan,




East Lake Dam Project—

Completion Date Nears

For persons who have tried to seerworking on the new dam of  ago when the Clarke County Seil provide a much needed recrea-

visit the East Lake park area of . the lake area. Conservation Board undertook tional facility for-Clarke County
late, they find chain blocking the The  summer-long  project, the job of repairing and improv residents.
road to keep traffic out. Also, known as East Lake Park RC&D ing the existing East Lake dam The project had been sched-

uled Lo take place m three stages

over a four year period. Two of -

the stages involving the East

Lake dam repair were combined

and will be completed by the

middle of September. .

According to local Soil Conser-
vationist Keith Edwards, the
dam was in dire need of repair,
the old emergency spillway was a
major concern with errosion
taking place underneath the
dam.

Ewards went on to say, “al-
though the beefing up of the dam
will not increase the amount of
water the lake will hold, the
project will greatly improve both
the dam wall and spillways."

The dam area itself will have
rip rap, (large chunks of stone
and concrete) all along the face of
the dam two feet below the
water level and three feet above
to insure the stability of the
dam wall, along with a network
of foundation drains located at
the base of the dam to help
insure that seepage doesn't occur
and deterioration take place.

The principal spillway will be

large grading equipment can be project, had its beginning a year Lo meet safely regulations and to
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I'""S STRONG: Greg Kent and Keith Edwards concrete 1s molded around the core of steel — mak- L:-ngth._ with . each section 30-
inches in diameter, 200-feet long.

look over one of the sections of 20-inch pipe used ing the pipe impervious to normal weathering. Th duit k 1
in the East Lake dam project. A coating of e concrele conduit has a stee
cylinder enclosed in the inter-

mediate section, 16-feet long, to
help insure water safety. The
sections of concrete conduit are
connected together at each end
where a bell shaped lip in the
steel cylinder fits tightly to-
gether, with a round rubber
gasket approximately one-half
inch in diameter. The gasket is a
good water sealer and is pro-
tected from deterioration with
four inches of asphalt coating.

Approximately 32,000 to 33,
000 cubic yards of the concrete
conduit has been constructed by
lowa Road Builders, subcontrac-
tors to Prime Central Iowa
Grading, Inec., hired to do the
project.

Following completion of the
renovation project, the area will
be seeded this fall.

The RC&D project will be
rated Class A following com-
pletion. meaning the safety stan-
dards have been met and after a
period of time to secure funding,
the recreational facilities of East
Lake will be further developed.

INTO POSITION: Sections of the 20-inch. completed on the project this fall that is a part of
conerete and steel pipe are positioned on the dam the improvement of the park by the Clarke
of the East Lake park. Work is slated to be County Conservation Board. |
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