
Webinar to Feature Strip-T±IE/No-THI Practices
'.It'sbeenabusyfirstyearforshanewulf,project

coordinator  for  the  Miller  Creek  Watershed.
Working  for  the  Black  Hawk  Soil  &  Water
Conservation   District   (SWGD)   in   Waterloo,
Wulfwasbroughtonboardin2014tooverseethe
Miller Creek Project, a watershed consisting of
more than 42,000 acres located between Hudson
and La Porte City.
The  project  supports
the     Iowa     Nutrient
Reduction      Strategy,
which       strives       to
improve overall water
qualitybyreducingthe
amount   of  nutrients
in  surface  water.  It  is
the  presence  of these
nutrients  in  the  Gulf
of  Mexico   that   lead
to algae growin and a
condition   known   as
hypoxia, which results
in a large area of Water
unable     to     support
marine   life   due   to
low  oxygen  levels.  In
2008,  the  Mississippi
River/Gulf of Mexico
Nutrient   Task   Foiee
issued  an  action  plan
that  called  upon  the
12   states   along   the
Mississippi   River   to
develop    their    our
nutrient        reduction
strategyplans.

Duringthepastyear,Wulfhasbeenactiveinthe
field,meetingproducersandsharingconservation6
practices that help soil retain valuable nutrients.
Through the use of conservation practices such'
as  cover  crops,  buffer  strips  and  nitrification"
inhibitors,  producers  can  make  a  significant

See VVATERSHED, page 3

Wdtershed  frompagei
impactontheamountofnutrients,nitrogenand
phosphorus,forexample,theirfieldsretain.
Working  with   other   agencies  like  the   Iowa
Soybean  Association,  Wulf is  eager  to  review
data  that  continues  to  be  collected  regarding
the impact  conservation  efforts  are  having  on
overall  soil  health.  One  such  measure  is  the
Honey  Soil  Health  Test,  which  is  designed  to
help answer three basic questions: What is the
soil's condition? Is the soil in balance and what
can be  done  to  help  the  soil?  Acknowledging
that significant changes in  soil h€alth typically
take a long period of time to  register, Wulf is
encouraged by the  number  of producers who
have expressed interest in learning more about
the various programs available to support their
operations.
The  numbers  related to  soil  conservation  cost
shareprogramsthroughoutthestateconfirmthe'
commitment  individual  producers  have  made
in 2014. In addition to $9.5 million contributed
by  the  state,  2,382  Iowa  farmers  invested  $13
million in cost share to incorporate conservation
practices into their operations.
As  Wulf continues  to  extend  outreach  efforts
designedtoeducateproducersintheMfllercreek
Watershed  about  the  practices  and  programs
available to them, he expressed his appreciation

for the area farmers he's met and worked with in
2014.

"'Ihe producers I've met are good stewards of

theland,willingtolistenandtakealookattheir
operations," he said.

'Ihe  next  outreach  event  for  area  producers

is  a  Strip-Tin/No-Tin  Webinar  hosted  by  the
Black Hawk  SWCD  and  Iowa  State  Extension`
and Outreach on Tuesday, December  16th at 9o
AM. Participants may view the webinar online
by   logging   on   to   hags://connect.extension.
iastate.edu/waterquality. Audio for the webinar
is   provided   via   telephone   at   866-809-4014.,
When prompted, enter the passcode 2947801#.,
The webinar can also be viewed at the Waterloo
USDA  Service  Center,  2950  Southland  Drive,
where  light   refreshments  will  be   served.   If
planning to attend at that location, please RSVP
to Shane Wulf at 319-296-3262.


