WOODLAND: A VALUABLE LAND USE
BY Larry Beeler, District Conservationist

Delaware County landowners can receive many benefits from establishing
a woodland or from their present woodland.

The benefits include: soil erosion control, wildlife habitat improvement,
income from timber and firewood sales, and reduction in property tax.

Soil erosion on steep hills can be controlled by planting trees. The
trees provide soil coverage and protection. By protecting the soil from
erosion, pollution from soil sediment will be reduced.

Woodland or timber provide valuable cover for wildlife. Many different
gameand non-game species of wildlife use the trees for food and shelter.

A landowner can benefit from increased income from tree and firewood
sales. Income will depend on the quality and type of trees in the woodland.

Woodland owners may be able to take advantage of the Iowa Forest Reserve
Laws, which reduce taxes on woodland areas.

The 1984 Feed:. -  Grain Program, administered by the ASCS make farmers
eligible for 90% cost-share funding for planting trees on eroding land that
is eligible for set aside with the 1984 Feed-Grain Program. More details
about cost-sharing for tree planting with the Feed-Grain Program is available
at the ASCS office.

A landowner who wants to plant trees may purchase them from several sources.
These sources include local nurseries, State Forestry Nursery and the Delaware
County Soil Conservation District.

Tree applications from the State Nursery Forest can be picked up at the
Extension Service or the County Conservation Board.

For the first time, the Delaware County Soil Conservation District will
be selling trees. Order forms for these trees can be picked up at the Soil
Conservation District Office in the USDA Building, 721 South 5th Street in

Manchester.
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Tree planfing project

GARLYN GLANZ (left), executive director of the Delaware County Conservation board,
talks with Don Sellner who looks at the results of a 1968 tree planting project on his property
near Earlville. Sellner planted a variety of pine trees. He said such a woodland cover
benefits wildlife. As an example of what can be done by planting trees now, Sellner added a
few trees to the cover in 1982. (photo by Larry Beeler)
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Establishing woodland can
benefit county landowners

Delaware county lan-
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downers can receive many -

benefits from establishing
a woodland or from their
present woodland, accor-
ding to Larry Beeler, local
district soil conserva-
tionist.

The benefits include: soil
erosion control, wildlife
habitat improvement, in-
come from timber and
firewood sales, and reduc-
tion in property tax.

Soil erosion on steep hills
can be controlled by plan-
ting trees. The trees pro-
vide soil coverage and pro-
tection. By protecting the
soil from erosion, pollution
from soil sediment will be
reduced.

Beeler said woodland or
timber provide valuable
cover for wildlife. Many
different game and non-
game species of wildlife
use the trees for food and
shelter.

‘“A landowner can
benefit from increased in-
come from tree and
firewood sales. Income will
depend on the quality and
type of trees in the
woodland,”’ said Beeler.

Woodland owners may be
able to take advantage of
the Iowa Forest Reserve
Laws, which reduces taxes
on woodland areas.

The 1984 Feed-Grain pro-

gram, administered by the
ASCS make farmers eligi-
ble for 90 percent cost-
share funding for planting
trees on eroding land that
is eligible for set aside with
the 1984 Feed-Grain pro-
gram. More details about
cost-sharing for tree plan-
ting with the Feed-Grain
program are available at
the local ASCS office.

A landowner who wants
to plant trees may pur-
chase thpm from several

sources. These sources in-
clude local nurseries; State
Forestry Nursery and the
Delaware County Soil Con-
servation District.

Tree applications from
the State Nursery Forest
can be picked up at the Ex-
tension Service or the
Delaware County Conser-
vation board.

For the first time, the
Delaware County Soil Con-
servation District will be
selling trees. Order forms
for these trees can be pick-
ed up at the Soil Conserva-
tion District office in the
USDA Building, 721 S. Fifth
street, Manchester.

A tree planter is also
available for use to any
county’ landowner. In-
terested persons may con-
tact Garlyn Glanz, ex-
ecutive director of the local
conservation board, phone
927-3410.




