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Am`Tur`,L   Ri]pORr   OF   1946
|T)jr`+    COUNTY,    Ior,-``rJ}.    SOIL   COT.\TSE12VAIIolr   I)ISTRICT

This  report  is  divided  into  two  part.s,  namely  activities  where
the   Ida  County  Soil  Co_nscrvation  District  was  prima.{'ily  coneernod,   and
activities  of  other  agencies  and  ofganization§  operating  within  the
boundaries  of  the  District.     |t  must  'oe  crtnsidered,   however,   that
no  one  agency was  the   sole  factor  in  the  acceptance  and  application  of
any  practice.     |n  most  cases   such  acceptance  and  application  was  the
result  of  activity  of  rfuany  agencies  all  working  Htogether  with  one  taking
the  nominal  lead.     Any  reports   of  accomplishment  listerJ  below  must  be
considered  in)this   light  since  it  is  impossi`ole  to   separate   the
sbheres   of  in.fluence   of inch  organizations  as  theFxtension  Service,
.A,^`A,   Soil   rlori.servation   Service,   and   other.s.

Flood,   drouth,   and  other  extremes  of  nature  have  accelerated  the
noc3¢  I.or   the     application  of  control  measures.     The   practical  farmer
has  felt  the  need  and  is  ready  to   study  and  act  as  never  before.
C,ons€|uc;ntly  the  time   is  ripe   fo:.   organi`zed  activity  to  accorn.plish
much  pf  a  material  nature.     Increased  cdu,oational  work  is  needed  to  keep
int€rq.st  alive,   mold   opinion,   and  to   develop   good  practices.

Activities  of  the  I:istrict==-==-------1H-eTfii¥rife
dbta inc: d from  the   ,rToil   Conservation  S.ervice,   the

assistance   of`a  full  time;  farm  planner   in  March    of  this.year,   and  of
a   Conserva`tion  ./lid   in  .!^;pril.      The   scrviccs   of  these   two  men  have
matcri,:`11y  incrca®ed   the   rate   of  €``pplici-.I`tion  of  cons€rvc``tion  practices
on  the  farm  lands  in   ..this.     District.     Further  increase  along  this   line
is  anticipated  as  pl€inning  and  L``pplica.;ion  policies  and  proceedur€s  arE
work.Jd  out   and   c.mbodied   in  the;   district  v.,rork  plan.

Duri].1`?  the   Calendar  y€ar   of   1946,   twenty  five  farm  conservation
plar,s   h&vc  bc;`en  complc.ted.      The   co.nd€nts   of  a   plari.  is   shoin7n  in  rxhibit
A,   at+,c`cincd.     `ir`rhcrc   applicable   all   of   thi:i 'ti.vcl`7c   poi-p.ts   set   forth   thcre-
ir`.,  with  I-hc   €xccption  of  terracing   (I.r&cticc   .To.   6),   arc   usually  acccptcd
by  thc   prospcctivc  coopcrator  and  incorpor*ated  ir.  the   plan.     rrhis  form
of\ a   Plan  Of  Conscri..ation   operatio.±s   has   provt.;d  a   rapid  and   effcctivo
mc`ans   of.  setting   out   such  a   pl€m  1,:j.ith  a   in:.nimulm  of   clerical  hc31P.     A
croppim;:  p|`in  is  also  included  to  assist  the  coopcrator   in  cstablishi.ng
an  adGquatc  crop  rotation.     The  most  popular  rotation  in  this  district
at  this  time   is  the  tiircc  year  rotation  of  row  crop,   grciin,   hay  or  pasture.

Changes   in   lar'.d  use  planned  in  the  first   .tw{;nt;y-five  agr.cements
arc   s.flown  in  tfie  attached  tTxhib`it  8.   ^Although  only  five   of  the  plans
were   complctcd  bcfor'e  all   of  the   19.4`6  crops   had   bccn  planted,   cotisor..ration
pre`cticcs  in  the  tamoun`t   indic&tcd  h€'"  bccn  applied  as  a  result;   Contour
planting352 acrc>s,   TcrrLT`¢ing   2  miles,   rTrasscd  watcrv.rays   3200   square
yards.     In  a`ddition  to  thcse  practioc3S  already  appli:`;d  +he   plans   call
for   the  following  practices  to  be  installed  as   "rapidly  &s  full.ds  and
1.esourccs  will  Pcrmitjj'

`.\



Cop.tour  plonting---+ ------ ~---+--     2730  Ar?rc;s
No  burning  crop  residues ---------.¥106  Ar?re.?
Crop  rot8`tions--`.-I --------------     3.lot.  .A  ;rcj
S,ecdin.,:  pGrman€nt  hay ------------       2`)i   \ur-,.5
Scedin`3  rotation.  hay -------------.  3Ct2   I..cr.3s
D€ferrcd   gr:? zing---~ -------------       743  j\c.r.3;q
T`.4c>wing   grazin;f.:   land ------------ ~.-        636  Acres
Rotation  grazing ------- i ---- ~ ----       22£   !'ic;ref:
Seeding  pastures ------- i ----- ~~--         6l  A:.res
Shapir^r3  a,  seeding  waterways ------ 576000   S.'|.   'i'ds.
F`.'3nce   col.1struotion ------- ` --------     4250  Rc;ds
Tcrr9.oi._rig ----------------- ~ -----.     |0.8  Tfri|es

/

I.uri'..:  the  year,   conservation  surveys  were  prepared  on  20679
acres  of  Ida   rounty  land.     These   surveys  were,   and  will   con.Cirile
to  be,   used.  as  basis  for   f.arm  plannin,3.

Amcun¥ others,   the  technicians  of  this  district  have  made  forty-
t`.."o   contacts'with  Ida   County  farmers  Which  hell.€J   resulted  in  these
far`mers   plf`ntin'3,  some   or   `dll   of  thej,r   cro::..s   on  the   contour.     u,`,lost   of
these   cont&Cts  Will  ultimately  rcsrilt  in  complete  ff.rm  donservatior`.
plalis  when  the   required  watershed   gr`oup inter
T,.'rore   of  this  type   of  worF.  is   contemplated  f

st  has  been  dcvclopcd
the  coming  year,  to

spread  irltcr.est  in  Soil  f:or]servc}tion,   and  to  hasteri  its  application
ori  the   la.ltd.     ?rany  additional   contg`cts   have  bcGn  mcd€  with  int.Crested   -
1a`nd  owners  both  in  the   t'ic,ld  a.rid  in  the 'district  office  with  regard
to  proper  methods  of   shapin..:  a.nd   secdi.qg   grassed  Th.atcrways,   correct
crop  r.ot,=..ti,3ns  for  maintainance   of   s.,il  fertility  a.r]d   coil.trol  of  ercinon.

The   Commissioner.a   of`  this   district  hL```'c   spcrit  much  time   this  year
in  mac,tings  with  the  Commissioners  of  other  i.ntrjrested  districts  to
Gstfiblish  policy  and  prc)ceedure   tct  bc   followed  in  coop€rc`ting  with
thc:   I.,ittlc   f..ioux  Flood  Cor.trol  Project.     |n  &s  much  as  thcrc   is  no
prcccdcnt  fc>r   Such  a   t`rpc   of  cooper!..,.`tion,   th.i   d€1iberaticjns   c>f  this

!5::p
tic,`r€  time   consumin?,  £`.Ti.d   it   is  hoped  that  much  of  tnt;  work  thc'y

accomplished  ccinbe  used  as  a   guide  by  othi.r   :;rr.jups   in  set;ting
up  s..imilar   projc;cts  61sewhcrc   in  the  nation.

Duri.rig  the  year  the   T.iistrict  has  held  three  mccti.ngs   rcsultir`.g  ir!.
the   organizati'jn  of .four   groups  for  the  purpcjsc   of  comb€`ting  soil
erctsion  both  as   i.r},dividuals   a.nd  f`s`t?ron,,s.      .T'ht;rc   arc   62   intercstcd
land   ow{1Grs   c}nd   operatc>rs   in  th(3sc   groups   org&nizcd   on  a  vjatcrshed
bag.is.      These  mcetirig,s  were  h€;ld..in  cooperation  wi+,h  +he   fl,tjunty
Extc;nsion  Directctr.     I\i:ost   of  the   farm  planning  has   bcc,ri  donc,  w.1.th  members
of  these   groups   since  it  is  i.elt;  that:



-a.-

(1)   P13`nning  in  this  ri.;n:icr   is  mt>rc   c`ffi.c,i,`,i.,t
(2)   Ont`c   an   indi`.:.idual   has   rcc(3ivcid  cissistL`ii.,e. i   ii   firmplonning,

hc    lot;cs.  much   :j±.   the   i"ccntivc   tc`,   c*`cert;   i-iif'1ut.rT,:3(.i   `-jn   his
ncight;o.t..'`S'.. tc;   accept   th...i   princir!als   c`f   ct`.ti~or!r.;.f\.tj.on   farming.

(3)   £,n   i.^id.i,¥;`idu`al  wl.i.`i   hcsitatcs   to   ac.';c.lot.   th.cs€.   ..o:+  Lncipals  will
b`...`   more  :f.'j.ct.'`d.ily   conver.t;cd   if   his   ff.`I.n`;   .i.c   c`.in.?=c'tcly~   su3:.rot;ridcd
by.  f{..``rms  froncr{j   good   soil   conscl.v=`tior+   is   pieiiLi..3id.

Scgardl€sS   oir.  the   fe.ct   that;  many  cjt,hi:r   call_s   and   r?.'`..ntacts   have
n`it  I.csult(3c..  i.ri  any  tc`.n`€iblc   planni.ng  or   applicat.ion  t`,f   sc.il   conservation,
still  it  is   fzJlt  tf.at  thL§c   calBwiQrc  worth  wh.ilo   i.f  t!.it,`   tech.nician
who  i.,lade   the   call   hciue   .bccn  ablc,   to   impcirt  new  ini`ormation   or   to  Col.root
mi s i nf' o rna t i o n .

['hc   j'.`niiivcrs{9`ry  1\Tctjting,    hc;1d   last   Thf?circh,   wf.`s   i2.    suc`3ess   with  more
the.I.n   175   lr``nd.   c>wnc;rs   and   opc.rotors   aittcjrdir?g.      |t   is   c`z?ticipft`tcd`   that
this  annual  mccting  will  become   an  cstatlif htjd.   ir...s+.itu+ion+  i.+..i  t!1is
Distl.icG  .

/
Activiti`  s   of  -'uhe   Couri.ty  Tr.j{tcm.sicn  I)ircctor

'i'h.:   r,ounty  Pxtcnsion  I)ircctor,rty:FT-5;Iri.aid   il.   I:oe`?a,   has   assumed
load.3rshir.   uf  all   ,C'oil   lt.`Inscr~v.ation   informc2tir.n  find   cduca.`tion  activit;--
i,:?,s   in  this   district.     Iie   ho`s  been  very  QCJ`iivc   i.ri  this   fi.,1d  arid   by
assurnin`=  this   lcadcrship  he   has  rc,1icvcd  the   tc`chr!icians   so  th,9,t   ti.ic:y
cot,i.1d   spend  morfj   of   thc,ir   tint-;   on  plannin,3   €`.Qd   aprlic;2tion  .wofte`      Hf.s
scirviccs   alon.g   this   lip...   have   provc;d   invL?`lut.`blc   du-.-i-ri.-3  the   pf^st   year.

•'If:  mQdc   more   than   lijo   offic`'3   ccills   5`.nd  fr^rm.  contacts   resulting

in  farmcrs   t&\king  dcfinitc  action  for   soil  cGrisc,rvatioLi,   such  as
contour   plcintinr.i,   grfxsscd  Watcrwnys,   p`?.sturc   i-in.pr(`.`,.c,TrJnt  a.rl.d   the   likc.
In  addition,   s`-,il   coil.scr`vatior]   inform:3tion  wcis   imp-.ir+,c;d  and  misinform-
ation.  was   corrcctcd  in   conn.¢.:ction  wit.h  other   officu   calls   ;:``nd  farm  visits®

F:ash  `.jf  thL  nim   4-?-I  clubs  in  thc;  district  took  p€:rt  in  the
Harvc,y  `Q:.   :?`ircstonc   }i`oundation  prcjcct  f(3r   soil   co:I.list,F,'ation  ediccition.
One    cf   t..1cs¢   4-FI   cl.:..b   mcm.oars   wcin   a    `;;;50.00   sa`r:i.n\..;s    O`:.:nd   in   stat`.;in.ridfi
ccmpctitic>rl.   c.f   sc!il   conservation   essays.      Thc  v7in ..-. :Lr,    .C:tart.I`3.,`,r  Kirkh`|lm,

js  th`~:   st.n  of  a   +istrict  coopcrc.tor.

Tivcry  tovmship'Farm  bureau  club  in  the   county  has  hcld   onc,  mcciting
on   S;.il   ccnsc;rvation.     More  work  with  thcsc   grc;u.I:)s   is   ant`.Lcipf:trjd  for
next  `ycar.      rhc   dcvclopmcnt  c;f  much  cf  thc;   inti.r...Qt   i.n   sc,ti].   conscrvcitir,.n
resulting   in  rcquosts  fcir  assistance   can  bc   trc:.cc}d  to  th.s`:   mftetin;`3q

::Se::gi::= :::ti:§: £:::  a:::i;::±¥;  t£:  ;t::::o:-::u`::::v,;;  :J:I ::ccro`1`p
or.rr3anization  of  four  watt?rsthcd   {:¢,roups,   inclu`ding  62   interc;stc;a.   farmc3rs.
'Thc   total  attcndaqcc  `at  €'`nt;  mc.jtir]gs  was   57.      Thj   assists.\cc,   of  }.ITr.

Jc`hn  t..8.ddy,   Assistant   S+,ate   Fxt€ns.ion   Soil  CcnscT;rv€ttionist,   ileis   -_``I`:.]vcd
vc,rT.J   'iclpful   in   this   6G}[nri`€c.¥ion.

•,
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Sixtecr   towns}.lip   s.,hools   on  oortc,.,i.r   plo:~,ti=.:g    .rid  arle  tci'race
constructit>±.    dcmr,r.st,r-.+3c,..   v`r€rc   hL`1.i..   during    .Jh`.;    !J.;i.`r,       I'jt )1   c..  Jt:c;nd3ncc
at.    the    Scilo(;1:i   W``  S    abo'`.a   95,    ar].d.   at    t'ic    .tr,rr{`c:3    d..)I.rit`i.8+.:.f.\t.i.{.jr.    20.

Rc;1uc.p^t,.nci.    t-£``eccrt;   i.Jr':..€``cin`3   as   a   iira..3 iijf^1   mc  ``.r`€    if   erof!ion   ctjntrol
indic;atcs   .;jhai.`   in..:.ch   8`d.Ji  tj.c`,m`^1    cduc`1itirtri.^l    .,-/rrk   i.I..j.i 1.   I.J,    `icc.1.ss:.,.I.y
alon../i   i;ills    lil-i¢..       F`i£`ty   fivrj    subject;   mc`tt;r`-.r    inl`orl..I:-. Li..n   ti.ts   .w.'...rc

p}..€parcd   arid    t:.i`i-crj.i)u.t,G`c]   T,a   rur{cil    schJ`r.,.I      Gac,he:.s   ir]   -:.h;   cc.unty.       .This
should    dc   I.-il-.3h.   to    impc)rt   cc`rrect    inl'o.fr{,3+,ion   t3   f.-|`+.iT.   .±i:..,`  )p].`3o       i:I:
c\dditiori.    to    +ij.rie    r..-, ijiJs    rc:,1c8`ses   mG..dc,    .b.:.r   thciD..:.st: .... c-'J   t:'ir ,'.   :  .'r:.    t,I..-i    Col.Ir^.bv

|xtcrisit.`n   .I.-if cc.i;I-.r..    +u.h:::    18`ttcr   ii.as   ke:?t    Sol:i   a,,ris.;r`.... *tio.T`   in.  f+v.oat
of  tl.:.c    ruolic   by   friqucri.tly  ioent;i.oli5nc=   i.c   i.:1   hie   -.t:j.'  ui€-i.}.   ..?..:rr;   c.`.lu..in,
r€1cc`.si-.i    tc,   `9.il    ic..?`    C.t-,.ur)t..y   jlewsp`?`pcrs.

J\.ctj.vit,iG.i   c`i`   thc   Id.a   r.ouri.ty A±=Es±±EE±Lr±L  LE:£Lr.VL=T:T£.i.i. i.S5L2C.i,i+E3Ln.  t ,\ ,A. r^: ,

Triis   c`rganj.,r.c\`cf.on   hc}s   rc`.leased   the   followin,.:i   t'v.rl+€\tj.i:.u   rt}por+,   for
trT.'3184:6    ci'`>p    sc,L`sor..:

Cr)ntour.   Planting ----.,.-- ~-     62€`7  j`:.art. s
S'Jddi£-I.g   lj-I.ratcrways---I--n-H7221il    ,'...:Ci.    Ytlii.
Tile   J`.rji.ns ---------------,       SOL   Rods
T.3rth   dc``ris   (smc.+1l) -------- 267.545   r,u.   Y}s.

`C!f;t..dit.ig   Herr,iartcnt   Pa:i:ij..;.c.-       1;.:,5.0   j^`.ci.f`s

Lirr.ir`.g -----,-------- i-` -.---,-      11`9±   Tot.ir
Fi--,rtili7.ing~ --------------       256  '.|c`ns
'n7:^oon   mariure    crops ---,-.--..--.  Z;3.15±   ,\c:I-c,S

Th€sc   .Qccomplishmcnts   include   some   of   those   ind.:.catcd   f'or   o.t;her     I
agt3ncit.:s   ab`'>vL.       .-iowcvcr,    all   of   the   act;ive   mci;il``,`.3rs   of    c±].is    c)r,,:i-``nf.za+.io}|.
ha-`rc  bccri.  i.+if`].ucncic\`l   in   obtaining   ,`,2.ctivc   fa"mcr   p.i``rticipcition   in  the
sc,il   cf.lil.scrvc.tlon  pro:ram.

j^+c+,=viJjics   c>f   thi;   Ida   rTrovc   Commcrcc\il   Club~ifiTTd.€T-.rTFOT€!'.t6Trmt¥
c\`    tc;n   i:`c,'c    ct.`rn   }rield

contest,   one   cleiss   3f   cojT;pctiti,.n   bG'in:3  for   con.tc.ur   pl.9iitzcd  corn.      I+
i.s   int( .... r.cstin.ij   to   note   tinat-the   hi.:3h`:st   yitjld   uf   `c^`1l   c,iitries  was   c.
ficld   c`f   cctnt.ourc;d   cctrn   planted   on  bromc    s:)d.      Tilt.   ..:r.i.t.1rl   was      155
h u s r`. a i L.  . D f.: r    r.\ c r c, ..

±cJ±ifi:.d=f.a-t±jitE'%G,i::i=5¥#vg,:,,#:i.+=;cc,p'ur-|Jingwithcno
of   t,a(-,   I:!istrict   r',oopcrt'}tol.s   on  the   consruc+,io-.1   c.``   9.  .I.5.r`cr   on  a   road
culvert   .L.`or   .3u.lly  control.      |n  the   past   ;.:His   i;yp€3   tj.?   c`]c`pcration   i.as
rrcvailed  WhcrG   it   hc\s  been   rcquestGd   by  the   1€`nd   owii.ci'        mhe   i?orrd
h?`s` cxprcsscd  thc`  dcsirc   to   continue  with  this   po]ic3r  whcr.'`.:   fund.i
will  permit.
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..'.a,Tr`Toi,prL.EDr,mfi#p

Space  will  n,|t   pf.rmit  the   narn.t;in`q  of  ,.`11   grt.)ups   to  which  this
District  is   ind-bti.d  for  ossistc}n"   '.nd  cooplrc`tion.      |owc`rc,r,   it
is  dcsifcd  t,o  _nanc   thi   fcillov,.ini   `.;rg&m.i.2f.tion§   in  ad.diticin  to  those
set  fctrth  .f`bo`-a   rand  to   Cxprcs:   a:-pri.-;ci.,tion  for   all  assist ..-. nco
rcndcrcd:                                                                                                                       \

Ida   fl,c>unty   F'e`rm   Burl{iu
Soil   rons{.3rtv-ation  `€€rvice,   P\Lscarch  and   Opcrt``tions   r`i`isiQn
|oT.'r.   .¢€riculturf`1   T.xperimcnt   ,fit:,`,tion
Ida   fount:,r  Super-intcfidcnt   c,f   f chocjls
Totw-a   A..:ricultur`n`1   Extension   {.```,rvicc
TrocT!uction  €``r.id   M&rkc;ting   Administratiorj
r-f lv€;.   Tribubc
`i=ols teir`.    .^^dv€,nr3€

I:irjnec,r   -tjcord   (Id':`:    r}roT`,)

Bc`ttlc   r?rc;`c;k   Times

|cia   r',cjunty  `C,il  1ur!serv.:.tion  jDistrict



Ethibit  tt.A"

OENER

OPERAPOR

PEN  HO

I                      pIAmon _a Q3ELSEE±£aE±eg±+ngaeeioj&

The  follow.1hg  are  general  provisions  which  help  to  make  a good  Conservation
Plan-.    A  ape6ial  effort  will  be  made  to  follow  the  practices which are
uriderlined.

11    berform  tillage  Operations  on  the  contour,  where  practica,1.

2.    Mark  all  field  divisions.

3.    riirk all  Contour  guide  lines.

4.    ±Stablish  and maintain  all  waterways  in  sod.

5.    Use  grass  headlands  where  ada;pted:

6.    gerr3,ce  the  fields  adapted  to  terracingo

7.    Use  crops  and  crop.  *otations  suited  to  the  ca,pability  of  the  soil  and
to  the. farm  business.

8.    Not  bura  cornstalks.   §tiibble,   straw,  or  similar  material.

9.    Follow  the  principles  of  good  paLsture  management.   some  of  which  include:

a.  Use  ,Legume  and  Grasg  mixtures  in  es.tablishing  new  pastures.

b.  Allow  grass  to  make  a res,sona,ble  growth  before  pasturing  in  the  spring.

c.  Graze  heavily  during  the  growing  season.   and use  supplementary  or
rotation pastures  in mid-summer  to  relieve  permanent  pasture.

d.  Clip  pastures  to  prevent  weed  seed maturity  and  to  encourage  more
uniform  grass  and grazing.

e.  Renew  a pal`t  of  old pasture  land  each .year  by  seeding with  a  legume.

f .  Allow  a reasons,ble  growth  to  remain  at  the  close  of  the  grazing  season®

10.  Develop  woodland  and wildlife  area.s  on  suitable  places.

11.  Plo.n  structures  for  gully  control.

12.   I  will  help  ny  neighbors  and  community to  understand ny  Conservation
plan  and  will  encourase  th-em  to  follow  conservation methods.
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