ANNUAL| REPORT
O ORIy TR FOTE-PORSERTARILN, DESFRECR.
1946 ,

ok e ok -

DISTRIOT Uil SSIONERS
Henry Dall, Chairman Battle Creek, Iowa
Edw. C. Perion Ida Grove, Iowa
J. B. Scott Danbury, Iowa
SECEETARY
ﬁonaxd H. Dodge, Exgensiqn Director, Ida County
TECENICIANS
Kenneth H, Burnett Soil Conservatiog%st

Robert B. Hollins Conservation Aide




ANNUAL RFPORT OF 1946
IDL COUNTY, IOWA SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT

This report is divided into two parts, namely activities where
the Ida County Sfoil Conservation District was primarily concerned, and
activities of other agencies and organizations operating within the
boundaries of the District. It must be considered, however, that
no one agency was the sole factor in the acceptance and application of
any practice. 1In most cases such acceptance and aprlication was the
result of activity of many agencies all working together with one taking
the nominal lead., Any reports of accomplishment listed below must be
considered in:this light since it is impossible to separate the
spheres of influence of aich organizations as theTxtension Tervice,
ArA, So0ill Conscrvation Service, and others,

Flood, drouth, and other extremes of nature have accclerated the
necd for the application of control measures. The practical farmer
has felt the nced and is ready to study and act as never before.
Conscyuently the time is ripe for organized activity to accomplish
much of a material naturc. Inecrsased cducational work is nesded to keep
intergst alive, mold opinion, and to develop good practices.

Activities of the Tistrict

Thc District obtaincd from the Soil Conservation Service, the
assistance of a full time farm plenner in March of this year, and of
a Conservation /id in ‘fpril. The scerviccs of thcse two men have
matcrislly incrcaed the rate of applictution of conservation practices
on the farm lands in this. District. Purthcr increase along this linc
is anticipated as planning and applicssion policies and proceedures are
vorksd out and embodied in the district work plan.

Durin< the Calendar ycar of 1946, twenty five farm conservation

plans havc been completed. The contents of a plan is shown in Txhibit

A, attached. “herc applicable all of the twcelve points sct forth there<
in, with the exccption of terracing (Fractice 7o. 6), arec usually accepted
by the prospective coopcrator and incorporXated in the plan. This form

of & Plan Of Conscrvation Operatio:s has proved a rapid and effective
mecans of setting out such a plan with a minimum of clerical help. A
croppin: plan is also included to uzssist thc coopcerator in csteblishing

an adequatc crop rotation. The most popular rotation in this district

at this timc is the tircc yecar rotation of row crop, grain, hay or pasturc.

Changcs in land use plenncd in the first twenty-five agrcements
arc shown in the attached "xhibit B. "Although only five of the plans
were complctcd before all of the 1946 crops had becen plantced, conscrvation
practiccs in the amount iandica®tcd have becen applicd as a result; Contour
planting 332 acres, Terracing 2 miles, Arasscd watcrways 3200 square
yards., In addition to thcse practiceés alrcady appliud the plans call
for the following practices to be installed as "rapidly as fuids and
rcsources will permit;"



Contour planting---s=-cceeea-eeae 2730 Anrcs
No burning crop residug8------«-- 7106 icres
Crop rotations------ceccvarcecaa. 2100 " ires
fecding permanent hay--<--ccceewe 2L Acroas
Scedinz rotation hay---«=eeee-—--- 3C12 'crss
Deferrcd grozinge==—e-meccmmaaeax 745 Anrc
Mowing grazing landeee-—ec-ceeno-. 636 A
Rotation grazinge-e-=-—qeeecc-a-- 227 i
Jeeding pastureSeee-eemanccaan —eu 6% A:
Shapinz & seeding waterways------376000
Fonece construction--e-e--voceeoes 4250

Tgrrgcing---_-_----_-_---_-_---_- 10.8

Turi~tz the year, conservation surveys were prepared on 20679
ecres of Ida Tounty land. These¢ surveys were, and will continae
to be, uscd as basis for farm planning.

Amcuny others, the technicians of this district have made forty-
tvo contacts with Ida County farmers which have resulted in these
farmers plantinzt some or 21l of their crors on the contour. Wost of
these contucts will ultimately result in complcte form conscrvation
plans when the reguired watershed group intsrgst has been developced.
Yiore of this type of work is contemplatecd £#2¥% the coming year, to
spread intcrest in Scil Conservation, and to hasten its application
ori the load. 'any additional contacts have been made with interested
land owners both in the ticld and in the district coffice with regard
to propcr methods of shapin® and secdinz grassed watcrways, correct
crop rototions for meiatsinance of s-il fertility aad control of eraion.

The Commissioncr's of this district huve spcat much time this year
in mectings with the Commissioners cf other intsrcsted districts to
c¢stablish policy and proceedure to be followed in cooperzting with
the Tittle S“icux Flood Cortrol Project. In as much as there is no
prcccdent for such a tvpe of cceperstion, the deliberations cof this
group were time consuming 2nd it is hoped that much of tnc work they
have accomplished can be uscd as a guide by othur sroups in setting
up similar projects slscwhere in the nation.

Duriaz thc ycar the Tistrict has hceld thrce mcetings rcsulting in
che organization of four groups for the purposc of combating soil
erosion both as individuals ond =s «rou ,s. Therc src 62 ilaterested
land owacrs and operators in thesc groups organized on a watershed
basis. Thesc meetirgs werc hcld in cooperation with the County
Extension Directer. Most of the farm planning has beon denc with members
of these groups since it is felt that:



Sme
(1) Plonning in this mannucr is morc cfficiunt
(2) Oonce an individual has rceccived assistone: i1 farmplonning,
he loses much of the incentive to cxert iaf'lucnce on his
ncighbors t¢ acecpt the principsis of comscrirtion farming.
(3) An inddiwicunl who hesitates o acsept these principels will
bz more Taadily converted if his fzrm ic cumdletcly surroundcd
by farms wher:c good soil conscrvation is prentinscd.

L

Rcgardlecss of the fact that many other calls and s:ntacts have
naot resultec in any tengible planning or application of scil conservation,
still it is fslt that thesc call werc werth whilc if the Sechnician
whe made the call has been able to impart new infcrmaticn or to correct
misinformatcion.

The inuiversary Veoting, held last Warch, was o sucsess with more
then 175 1and ownors and opcrateors atterding., It is spticipated that
this annual mceting will become an cstaklichced irstitution i this
Districo.

i.s off the County Txtensicn Dircctor

S County r4tension Dircchor, Mr. Lon: d. Toc¢zu, has assumed
locadsrship of all Soil ZSenscrvation information and cducation activit-
ics in this district. He has beecn very sctive in this fi.1ld and by
assuminyg this lcadcrship he has rclicved ths techricians so that taey
could spend mores of their time on planning zad aprlication work. His
services along this lin: have proved invaluable durinz the past year.

Je madc merc than 100 officc calls @nd farm contacts resultinag
in farmcrs taking dcfinite action for scil ccnscervatioa, such as
centour planting, grassed watcrways, pasturc improverint and the likc.
In additicn, scil conscrvation informotion was impartced and misinform-
ation was cerrceted in connsction with other offics calls znd farm wvisits.

Fach f the ninc 4-7 clubs in the district tock part ia the
Harvey &. Pircstone Foundation projcet for scil conscervation edacation.
One of tacsc 4-7 cl:b members won a 550,00 savin:s bond in statowide
ccmpebtition ¢f soil conservation essays. The winuer, Shanlocy Kirkholm,
j&, the sen of ‘e Tistriet cooperctor.

“very township’' Farm burecau club in thc county has held onc meeting
on s:il ccnscrvaticn. Yore work with these groups is anticipated for
next ycar. The develepment of much cf the iaterest in scil conscrvasicn
resulting in rcquests fer assistance can be traoced to thust mactings
and similar mectings held prcoviously. As montioncd above thric Srouap
dcecveleopment meetings were held ‘Mring the year, rcesuitiag in che
orranization of four watershced #roups, including 62 intercstco farmors.
The total attcndance at €he mcotings was 57. The asssistaace of Mr,

John Yaddy, Assistant State Txtcnsion Scil Conssrvaticnist, nas wroved
verv aclpful in this cemmcction.
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Sixtecn township schocls on cortcur plarting

nd me teorrace

constructior demorstrotica were held “Lrlnf chetasap i Totad estendance
at the seheoclsz wo e abont 95, and at the herracs Emacnstratiorn: 20.
Relucatince ©~ 2cceopt *terracing as a pre:f’cnl moane ~f €orion control
indicates tha® much additional cducotiona? vl Wit Po nccalssaRy
alony this liné, Fifty five subjset motver infermeiicn’ kits wire

prepared and disvridutec to rural schnel sachers

should de¢ mucsh to impart c

additior to aine nows relgases madec by theDistrics tm
?ytcrsiwn TL €Cue ths latter has kept Soil CJrsv:\:'
of the puol bV f"\quchtlv mentioning i ia his w

i3l ﬁ;l 1dn County newspepers.

rclc&szc

Activivics ¢f the Tda County Agricultural

——— v —

Tnis -crganizacion has rcleased the Joliowing
the 1946 crup seusorn:

Contour ' Plantiage---coew—- 8287

Swd""= g Watcrways—=--comw- 722111
le TruinSemeemem e e 501

'“rtq daris {small)e- e men 9673

=
(@3]

QC(d1q¢ T‘wlﬁnbnt Pacturc-

—
DY R4 oM

¢ € .0 en P

Furtmllzlng—__--__-___--__

F7CCN MATUTE CropS—=-—==ww

H O

o
(&N
i

Thesc occomplishments include some

agznecics above., However, all of the active maub

have been iaflucncial in obtaining active
scil conscrvetion procram.
Acetivitice of the Ida fGrove Commercail Club

TTnc 1da Arovscommcrceinl Club sponsorcd £ ton
contest,
is intercsting to note
ficld c¢f contoured corn:p

Bushels -per dcre.

that thce hishest
anted on brome

yieldaof
sod.

R
of

tiic Ida County 3card of Supcrviscrs

hcetivities
gounty 3card of SUPSrviscrs 1s nhow

“The 1d%

of the Tistrict Coopcerators on the consructicn of
cuivert reor zully control. In the past this type

rrcvailed wherc it has been requested by the lend
has’ sxpresscd the desirc to continue with this

will permit.

cerrect informaticn to fa.ur

.

Mfonscrvaetion

o —. § p——. . — . —

of those indic
TS
farmer participation in the

one class of competition being for contcour
214

oo
LiLs

policy

i)

fssocintion (ra)
teatative renort: for
LCTes
8. Ylew
Rods
GOl EIYEIS
Aere's
Pone
ons
CresS
ated for other

of this organization

ceic corn yield
nplz2ated corn.
catries was

vicld was 155

I+

=

cooperaving with cne

2 ri=er on a rosd

¢f cocperation las

cWner mhe Ronrd
whers funde



D

“CRMTOWLEDGFURNT

the namcing of 2ll groups to which this

Spacc will not ourmit
Jowsver, it

a
Distriet is ind.btud for ossistonce nd coopefation.
is desircd to name the fellowin< orgumizetions in addition to those
cprocistion for oll assistrnce

\

set forth above and to ¢xpress 2
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Tda “ounty Farm Burchu
S0il ronscrvation Scrvice, Ruscarch and Operations Tivisien
Tovn Agriculbural "xpsriment Sgation

Ida County Superintondent cf fchools

Towa A:riculturnl Extcnsion “urvice

Troauction &ad Markcting Administration

" lve Tribulc

folstein “dvance

Ticnecr Tccord (Tds Grov.)

Bettlec freeck Times

Henry Dall, Chairmen
Ica Zounty f.11 Conservotion District



Exhibit "AY

OWNER X | PLAN NO

OPERATCR

'

PLANDOF CONSERVATION OPERATION
The following are general provisions which help to make a good Conservation
Plan. A gspecial effort will be made to follow the practices which are
underlined.
1. Perform tillage operations on the contour, where practical.
2. Mark all field divisions.
3. Mark all ¢ontour guide lines.
4. Establish and maintain all waterways in sod.
5. Use grass headlands where adapted,

6. Terrace the fields adapted to terracing.

7. Use crops and crop votations suited to the capability of the soil and
to the farm business.

8, Mot burn cornstslks, stubble, straw, or similar material.

9. Follow the principles of good pesture management, some of which include:
a. Use Legume and Grass mixtures in establishing new vastures.
b. Allow grass to make a reasonable growth before pasturing in the spring.

c. Graze heavily during the growing season, and use supplementary or
rotation pastures in mid-summer to relieve permanent pasture,

ds Clip pastures to prevent weed seed maturity and to encourage more
uniform grass and grazing.

e. Renew a part of old pasture land each year by seeding with a legume,

f. Allow a reasonable growth to remain at the close of the grazing season,
10. Develop woodland and wildlife areas on suitable places.
1l. Plan structures for gully control.

12, I will help my neighbors and community to understand my conservation
plan and will encourgge them to follow conservation methods.
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