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Volga Lake’s needs are crystal clear

By Mike Van Sickle

The camping, canoeing and
summer fishing season is nearly
upon us, and with an average of
more than 80,000 household visits
per year, Volga Lake at the Volga
River Recreation Area continues to
grow in popularity as a destination
site.

Unfortunately, high algae and
turbidity levels have increasingly
impaired the recreational oppor-
tunities for those who have close
contact with the water of Volga
Lake. At the same time, conserva-
tionists understand the lake’s po-
tential to be a clear, blue body of
water.

Adam Grim, Fayette County
Soil Water Conservation District
(SWCD) Watershed coordina-
tor, explained that the Iowa
Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) identified phosphorus
in 2013 as the culprit in the high
levels of algae growth and murky
water. Grim noted phosphorus is
the determining factor in regard to
algae growth on the 138-acre lake.

“The source of high phosphorus
levels may be from in the lake itself
or coming from the surrounding
watershed,” he added.

In addition to poor water visibil-
ity, Grim reported that potential
issues due to the high phosphorus
levels include surface scum bloom,
swimmer’s itch, smells, and/or tox-

1C concerns.

To help in taking the first steps

to beautify the lake water, Fayette
SWCD recently received funding
as part of a six-month develop-
ment grant. These funds will be
utilized to assess potential sources
of phosphorus throughout the
6,038-acre Volga Lake watershed
area.

“This effort will take voluntary
participation from local land-
owners, who will work with the
(SWCD) district to identify poten-
tial sources of phosphorus,” Grim
stressed. “The participants will be
strongly encouraged to provide in-
put on potential solutions to allevi-
ate the high phosphorus levels.”

The goal of the grant and related
study is to provide an informa-
tional foundation for best manage-
ment practices (BMPs) funding
opportunities that may arise in the
future.

“It (study) may also help deter-
mine what practices would be ap-
propriate to reduce phosphorus,”
he added.

While compiling data, the local
SWCD will also develop a lake res-
toration/ management plan, which
will open the door to potential
funding for any future in-lake con-
servation efforts. The additional
funding would be dependent on
if the majority of high phospho-
rus is from the watershed and if it
is minimized and maintained at a
suitable level for an extended pe-
riod of time. Grim  praised
the past efforts of Volga Lake area
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Adam Grim, Fayette County Soil Water Conservation District (SWCD) Watershed coordinator, examines Volga
River Recreation Area’s Volga Lake and the surrounding area on a Fayette County map. High algae and turbid-
ity levels have increasingly impaired the recreational opportunities for those who have close contact with the
local lake. Fayette SWCD recently received funding to be utilized to assess potential sources of phosphorus
throughout the 6,038-acre Volga Lake watershed area. (Mike Van Sickle photo)

landowners, most notably in the
‘80s and early 2000s, who imple-
mented terraces, grade-stabilizing
structures, “gully plugs,” etc.

“A lot of good work has already
been done in the watershed by
landowners implementing BMPs,”
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We salute the conservation
efforts of our neighbors.

Volga River Realty covers all of Fayette County.
There is good demand for acreages and land.

Please contact Jeff or Denny for help selling your place.

146 S. Main Street, Fayette
www.fayettere.com
Jeff Bradley - Broker
Denny Martin, Associate Broker ¢ 563-920-8385
email: jeff@hawkeyetel.com

CALL JEFF: 563-419-7900 L

Grim closed with a smile. “The
36-year-old lake would be worse
for wear if it wasn't for existing
BMPs that landowners have al-
ready implemented. You could say
this development grant will help
set the stage to put the icing on the

Steer toward savings with our new lower
ATV insurance rates, and a variety of
discounts available to save you even more.

Call our office today for a free quote.

Discover s
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Woodard Insurance Service Company

114 S. Vine Street, West Union « 563-422-3831

Dick Woodard « 563-422-5777 « cell 563-380-8882
www.woodard-insurance.com J

‘lake.”

For additional information
about the watershed and/or to par-
ticipate in the project, call Grim at
(563) 422-3868, ext. 3.

Discover low ATV rates
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Otter Creek flood reduction
project update

Adam Grim
Fayette County SWCD
Watershed coordinator

1 to putting practices on the ground with the goal of reducing

‘ the impact of flooding downstream. The practices eligible

‘ to landowners in Otter Creek include: water and sediment

control basins, grade stabilization structures otherwise known

as gully plugs or ponds, wetlands and on-road structures.

The cost share rate is roughly 90 percent (landowner pays
10 percent of final design estimated cost). The Otter Creek
watershed encompasses the cities of West Union and Elgin.
These structures are beneficial for flood reduction because
they help slow the movement surface runoff through water
retention and slow release. They also are beneficial for
sediment retention and erosion control.

The lowa Flood Center has information online for real-
time flooding information for Otter Creek. The IFC has
instruments that measure rainfall, stream levels, soil moisture
and soil temperature in real time for areas throughout the
watershed. This information is available online at http:/ifis.
iowafloodcenter.org/ifis/sc/ottercreek.

] If you have questions about the watershed, the project or
are interested in implementing a practice contact the Fayette
SWCD at 120 N Industrial Pkwy #2 West Union, IA 52175
or call 563-422-3868 Ext. 3.
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Conservation affects us all...

and we are proud to salute those
who join us in the cause!

Visit our website to see how you
can conserve energy at home!

www.dACreC.com

Your Touchstone Energy® Cooperative m

By Richard Jensen

Recently thousands of folks
watched anxiously as Chris
searched earnestly to find his
perfect farmer’s wife. The im-
age created of Fayette County
appeared to be utopia if not the
horn of plenty to all who viewed
the farm, the fun, and the fancy
lifestyle of our country heritage.
Television sometimes character-
ize farmers as despicable devils
of doom and another time as
master physicians giving care
and comfort to their ailing land.
In reality it is a matter of an in-
dividual’s perception of what is
decent land use. Hopefully you

share my sense of duty toward the
landscape and assist me in a search
for Fayette County’s 2015 Steward
of the Land Award. Based off the
search for a perfect farm wife but
with a smaller budge and much
less romance. The only shown af-
fection will be applied to the care
of the land.

Anybody and everybody can
nominate anybody and everybody

LY

who grows living plants nourished
form the soil. No restrictions, no
exclusions, and no limitations on
who, when, where, or what as long
as they grow something green in
Fayette County.
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The Fayette County Soil & Water Conservation
District's Annual Report

- Equal Opportunity Employer

Published by the Fayette SWCD,
Hwy. 150, 120 N. Industrial Pkwy.,
West Union, 1A 52175.
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We repair all makes & models of tractors.
Let us help you keep your valuable machinery in working order!

Remember to get that tune-up!

Mnarv & Zir’s Repain, Inc.
Auto & Tractor Repair

641-394-3060

412 W. Milwaukee, New Hampton, iA
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Devin Brincks (1) and Fayette County Soil and Water Conservation District watershed coordinator Adam Grim look over
terracing and waterway plans for an upcoming project. Brincks recently began working as a soil conservation technician

for the Natural Resources Conservation Service. (Zakary Kriener photo)

Brincks takes reins as soil tech

By Zakary Kriener

A northeast lowa native as-
sumed the reins as NRCS conser-
vation technichian in early Octo-
ber 2014.

Twenty three-year-old Devin
Brincks of Ossian, who began
working for the NRCS on a part-
time basis in July 2014, is excited
to get started this spring.

In his new position, Brincks
works with Fayette County farm-
ers and landowners to design ter-
races, waterways, and ponds that
are environmentally friendly and
promote proper land stewardship
practices.

ERDM/V
NGINEERING, RC.

“I am excited to see the proj-
ects that I have designed and
worked on all winter begin con-
struction,” noted Brincks, who
spent the past two summers in-
terning in nearby counties. “When
I was interning, I was not around
long enough to see the projects be
buiFt, I am now looking forward to
seeing my hard work pay off”

Brincks received his degree
in civil engineering from the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Platteville in
2014 and notes his farming back-
ground as an asset to his work.

“I think that having knowl-
edge of farming practices will
make it easier to work with area

What is a E |
Conservation Plan?

By: Aaron Anderson, District Conservationist

While harsh winter wind has transitioned to cool spring
breeze; now is an opportune time to think about how the resourc-
es on your farm are managed. What problems or opportunities
do you face? What is your objective moving forward? Perhaps
that terrace needs to have a tree or two removed. Perhaps that
waterway is in great shape; but just needs some seeding mainte-
nance before crops are planted. Or, it may just be time to establish
or update the conservation plan on the entire farm.

A Conservation Plan is a written record of your management
decisions and the conservation practices and systems you plan
to use, develop, and maintain on your farm. Carrying out your
plan will help achieve the goals of protecting the environment
and your natural resources. After soil, water, air, plant, and animal
resources are inventoried and evaluated, the planner will review
and offer possible alternatives for you to consider. The alternatives
you decide are recorded in a conservation plan, which becomes
the road-map to help you achieve your goals and maintain the
resources of your land.

Producers can develop these voluntary conservation plans at
any time. These plans can serve as a catalyst for those interested
in participating in USDA financial assistance programs. By fol-
lowing and implementing your conservation plan timely; you are
ensured that your ﬁnancia{assistance contract will remain in good
standing.

Conservation plans can assist landowners and operators to
do the following:

Maintain and improve private lands and their management

» Implement better land management technologies

« Protect and improve water quality and quantity

S
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farmers to fulfill their needs)” he
added. “The goal is to make the
farmer happy while meeting prop-
er engineering standards.”

The 2010 graduate of South
Winneshiek High School replaced
Lavonne Koch, who retired in fall
2014.

Brincks most looks forward
to using his engineering skills and
his passion for agriculture and the
environment to help area farmers
succeed and become more produc-
tive while encouraging land stew-
ardship.

« Maintain and improve wildlife and fish habitat

« Enhance recreational opportunities on their land

+ Maintain and improve the aesthetic character of private
land

« Explore opportunities to diversify agricultural operations
and

» Develop and apply sustainable agricultural systems
Conservation of natural resources is important to the future of Fay-

ette County. For assistance in developing or updating your conser-
vation plan; contact our office at 563-422-3868.

EARTH MOVING SPECIALISTS

Schedule

« Need a fence line staked?

+ Need a boundary line marked?

« Thinking about dividing your land?

Cal Today! 563-382-4194

708 Commerce Dr. Decorah, IA

CIVIL ENGINEERING & LAND SURVEYING

Celebrating 60 Years of Providing
Land Surveying Services to Northeast lowa

FREE ESTIMATES

Elkader Monona

FreedomBank salutes lowa farm families,
and looks forward to working with you.
We appreciate your importance to the economy

and understand your business needs.

4
FreedomBank

YOUR Community. YOUR Finances. YOUR STYLE
Postville
245-2522 539-2015 864-7441

www.myfreedomaccount.com FDIc

your 2015
Projects

: Excavating & Grading
West Union, IA
(563) 422-5430

Medicare knowledge that works for you.
The Blues® have been helping people with
Medicare since the program began. | can help
you review your options and choose a Medicare
supplement plan that’s right for you. Call today!

Life of lowa, Inc.
Gerald L. Bauer, LUTCF
1621 S. Frederick Ave., PO Box 32
Oelwein, A 50662

Gerald L. Bauer
Toll-free 888-568-2406
319-283-3696

AUTHORIZED
INDEPENDENT
AGENTS FOR
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This is a solicitation of insurance. Wellmark Medicare supplement insurance plans are not affiliated
with any government agency. To be eligible, you must reside in the service area of the plan

Wellmark Blue Cross and Blue Shield of lowa is an Independent Licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue
Shield Association. 23P010-2013-1A
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Water Quality Monitoring on Otter and Glovers Creeks

Submitted by Rick Klann, Upper Iowa University

2014 marked the fourth
year that Upper lowa Univer-
sity has conducted water quality
monitoring on Otter Creek and
Glovers Creek. Most of the sam-
pling has occurred in the upper
reach, around West Union. The
purpose of this monitoring has
been to evaluate the impact of
efforts to improve land-use prac-
tices on the water quality of these
streams.

Many Iowa streams suffer
from runoff carrying nitrogen,
phosphorus and sediment into
the stream, and Otter and Glov-
ers are no different. Improving
land-use practices can limit the
amount of nitrogen, phospho-
rus and sediment entering these
streams, improving the water
quality and creating an environ-
ment that is more supportive of
species like trout. Following the
2014 monitoring season, an anal-
ysis of all four years of data was
conducted in order to identify
any trends regarding the water
quality of these streams.

When physical and chemi-
cal parameters of water quality
are compared among the differ-
ent sample sites over this four
year period (four on Otter Creek
and one on Glovers Creek), the
one factor that stands out is a
spike in total phosphorus lev-

85 R o o SRR, 5
We are proud to salute
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els at one of the sites on Otter
Creek. Much of the phosphorus
in Towa streams is attributed to
runoff carrying human or ani-
mal waste. While the impacted
site is situated downstream of the
West Union wastewater treat-
ment plant, additional investiga-
tion will be required in order to
determine whether or not this
point source is indeed the source
of the excess phosphorus. Re-
gardless, there is still too much
phosphorus entering the streams
from non-point sources (primar-
ily agriculture).

Comparisons of parameters
based on year (2009, 2011, 2013
and 2014) provide more encour-
aging news. Levels of suspended
solids (and therefore also turbid-
ity) have declined over the life of
this project. Despite the higher
levels of phosphorus noted at the
one site on Otter Creek, overall,
levels of total phosphorus have
declined over time. Counts of fe-
cal coliform bacteria, also found
in runoff carrying human and
animal waste, have declined as
well. However, there has been
little change in total nitrogen lev-
els. At the request of the
Fayette Soil and Water Conser-
vation District Commissioner,
UIU commenced water qual-
ity monitoring on another Otter

Creek, this one in the southern
half of Fayette County. This Ot-
ter Creek is impounded to form
Lake Oelwein, and samples from
the lake were analyzed in addi-
tion to samples from four stream
sites above and one stream site
below the lake.

The water quality of this Ot-
ter Creek is fairly good, despite
the fact that there is more inten-
sive agriculture throughout its
watershed. Total phosphorus lev-
els were highest at a site within
the city limits of Oelwein, and
again, this site is downstream of
the Oelwein wastewater treat-
ment plant.

Lake Oelwein had a significant
impact on water quality in the
stream below the lake. The wa-
ter at the stream site below the
lake was warmer, more turbid
and contained more suspended
solids than any of the upstream
sites. Algae blooms (indicators
of too much nitrogen and phos-
phorus in the water) in the lake
actually depleted some of the ni-
trogen and phosphorus resulting
in lower levels downstream. The
trade-off is those algae blooms
reduce the amount of dissolved
oxygen in the lake, negatively im-
pacting fish and other organisms
living in there.

TAKE THE CONSERVATION

CHALLENGE

By James Gillespie, Director,
Towa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship

I don’t know you personally and you probably don’t know who I am, but
more than ever we need to come together, as landowners, farmers, and
urban folks, and challenge ourselves to do something more for conser-
vation this year. It seems that there are lots of challenges out there like
getting fit and healthy, taking the ice bucket challenge, running or walk-
ing for different causes, taking a pie in the face, kissing a pig or things
like that. Well, my challenge for you is to do something new this year for
soil and water conservation, and together we will make environmental

improvements in lowa.

When you have done your new thing this year, share it. Post it to
Facebook, Twitter (using hashtag #1newthingforwater) or other social
media accounts. Tell your friends and neighbors. Show others what you
are doing and encourage them to do something as well. Sharing your
conservation efforts will get others involved in the challenge.

There are numerous reasons to participate in this challenge. We have so
many valuable resources in Iowa to protect. We demand a lot from our
resources; to produce food, fiber, recreation and a great place to live and
work. We choose to live in Iowa because it provides the quality of life we
are looking for. Don’t we want to insure that it is going to be preserved
for future generations of Towans?

What I personally plan to do in this challenge is to seed down some
areas on my property to native grasses and forbs, use cover crops in my
garden (I don’t farm any ground), and talk to everyone I can about the
importance of soil and water conservation.

Thank you for considering this challenge and if you have questions
or need technical assistance please feel free to contact your local field
office. You are also welcome to contact me at jim.gillespie@iowaagricul
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Check us out on the Web!
www.decorahchev.com

563-382-3619

1815 State Hwy. 9 E.
Decorah, IA

563-382-3619 or
800-319-3619
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A picnic at Echo Valley

Adam Grim, Fayette County SWCD Watershed coordinator

Have you picnicked at Echo
Valley lately? If you have or if
you are planning that first picnic
of spring, you should take a look
at Otter Creek or Glovers Creek,
which flow through the park. Or
maybe you're a trout angler enjoy-
ing the treasures of the stream, or a
farmer who enjoys driving around
and looking at fields, take notice.

The Fayette County Soil and
Water Conservation District has
been working for the past several
years to enhance the water qual-
ity of Otter Creek through volun-
tary action of local landowners in
the watershed. The Upper Otter
Creek watershed project is funded
through WIRB. One of the goals of
the project is to reduce the amount
of sediment that is delivered to the
stream by 3,900 tons of sediment/
year.

To date there have been eight

waterways, two basins, and one
terrace project completed along
with 103 acres of cover crop, 114
acres of strip till and an addi
tional 61 acres of hay, which have
reduced the amount of sediment
delivered to Otter Creek by 839
tons of sediment/year. There are
additional projects planned to be
constructed this spring that in-
clude waterways, terraces, and ba-
sin which will bring the watershed
project closer to its goal.

If you're a landowner in
the Upper Otter Creek Watershed
and are interested in waterways,
terraces, water & sediment control
basins, grade stabilization struc-
tures, pasture management, or
animal waste control structures,
stop by the Fayette SWCD office
today!

If you have interest in these
BMPs talk to Adam Grim Upper

Otter Creek Project coordinator,
563-422-3868 Ext 3 or Fayette
SWCD 120 N Industrial Pkwy #2
West Union, IA 52175, as soon
as possible because this is the last
opportunity to try to utilize this
funding.

Planning for these prac
tices will take place this spring in
preparation of the state cost share
allocation. The state cost share al-
location happens in June. The dol-
lar amount of that allocation is un-
known and may limit the number
of practices that could be funded.

Ideally, the state cost share al-
location would be combined with
WIRB funding to offer 75 percent
cost share for these BMPs. Con-
struction/implementation of these
practices, dependent upon fund-
ing and being approved, would
take place in the fall of 2015.
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Local partnerships setting
an example for entire state

Northeast Iowa Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) has
been excited to work with several Fayette County entities and partners this
past year including the Fayette County SWCD, Fayette County Conservation
Board, TRRC Board, the River Bluffs Scenic Byway Board, Turkey River Wa-
tershed Management Authority (TRWMA) and the Northeast Iowa Tourism
Association.

RC&D Executive Director, Lora Friest, notes, “One of the most power-
ful forces for action is collaboration and over the past year Fayette County’s
capacity to work with local, state and federal partners has increased expo-
nentially. Fayette County leaders and residents are setting an example for
the rest the state in several areas including flood reduction, river corridor
recreation and interpretation of the landscape. It is a pleasure for our RC&D
team to work with Fayette County on several projects.”

The RC&D is assisting Fayette SWCD with administration of the Otter
Creek Project to model flood control practices. Otter Creek was nominated
for the funding by the TRWMA Board who recognized that the landscape
in Otter Creek is smaller version of the landscape found in the Turkey River
Watershed. .

RC&D Watershed Planner Ross Evelsizer noted, “Northeast lowa
RC&D is working with the 23 communities, seven SWCDs and five counties
involved in the TRWMA to develop a plan for flood reduction, so the more
we can learn from the Otter Creek Project the better”

The Towa Flood Center conducted modeling for Otter Creek and the
Turkey River watersheds to help producers, communities and leaders under-
stand how their actions can and will reduce flooding. The modeling shows
placement of only 14 structure in Otter Creek could reduce discharge by as
much as 37 percent at the mouth of Otter Creek in Elgin,

In 2014, with financial assistance from the lowa Economic Development
Authority, Fayette SWCD began working with producers to put conservation
on the ground that will test the modeling.

More information is available at www.turkeyriver.org.

Working with the River Bluffs Scenic Byway (RBSB) Board, the RC&D,
NRCS and Fayette SWCD are helping residents and visitors understand the
conservation practices that Fayette County producers and the Fayette SWCD
have implemented. Producers will be hosting kiosks that interpret conserva-
tion practices along the RBSB. Their efforts will be repeated by producers on
scenic byways across Iowa as part of an lowa League of RC&D and NRCS
project.

Jared Nielsen, the RBSB Coordinator from the RC&D explains some of
the reasoning behind the project.

He noted, “An Iowa Tourism survey conducted in 2014 found that 58
percent of tourist are looking for Iowa’s byways, over 54 percent are inter-
ested in outdoors and parks and another 22 percent are looking for informa-
tion on agriculture. This project gives them a little of everything. When they
travel our byway, we want them to understand the conservation practices our
producers are using to protect our soil and water and benefit wildlife”

A local committee toured potential sites for the kiosks in 2014. Kiosks
are expected to be place in 2015. Northeast Jowa RC&D has contract lowa
artist Mark Muller to help with illustrations for the project.

Information about these, and many other projects and partnerships
that Northeast lowa RC&D is involved in, can be found at www.northeastio

warcd.org or by calling the RC&D at (563) 864-7112.
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NRCS: A Conservation Planning Agency, remaining free to farmers

Submitted by Jay Mar, State
Conservationist, USDA-Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service, lowa

Although the 1996 Farm Bill
introduced conservation financial
assistance programs to the list of ser-
vices that USDAs Natural Resources
Conservation Service provides, long
before then — since 1935 to be exact
- and still today, the agency’s focus
is providing free conservation plan-
ning assistance to lowa’s farmers and
rural landowners.

NRCS has at least one office in
every lowa county, located at USDA
Service Centers. With conveniently
located offices comes local knowl-
edge of local resource concerns.
NRCS employs soil conservationists,
engineers, biologists, and even spe-
cialists in grasslands and wetlands,
to assist landowners through the
conservation planning process.

One of the best things about
conservation plans is their flexibil-
ity. We know goals change, markets
change, and weather is always a fac-
tor. We recognize that it's your farm,
50 it’s your plan to change.

Our number one priority is to
provide high quality conservation
planning and technical assistance

that effectively addresses resource
concerns.

« Conservation planning is
the first step in managing all natu-
ral resources on your farm. Natu-
ral resources include soil, water, air,
plants, or even animals, energy ef-
ficiency, and people. To protect the
resources, NRCS works one-on-one
with landowners to plan and install
conservation practices to reduce soil
erosion; improve soil health and air
and water quality; create and restore
wetlands; enhance fish and wildlife
habitat; improve pasture and wood-
lands; and reduce flooding.

» A conservation plan is a re-
cord of a farmer’s decisions in man-
aging the natural resources on the
land. The plan can include a land use
map, soils information, inventory of
resources, and engineering notes —
all based on the landowner's goals.

Landowners are encouraged
to walk their land and take a visual
resource assessment. Look around
and see what's going on. If you have
a gully problem, go out while it is
raining and observe nature in action.

Watch conservation practices
to see if they are working as de-
signed. If the practice isn’t working,

Conservation Planning Fundamentals

+ Know your soil. Soil types vary widely. Different soils require management,

and support different types of plants.

+ Know your plants. Which plants will survive? Use native plants as often as

area, slope, and cover will

-Thlnklbouﬂxogn The size of the drain:
o, tit will move.

determine how much runoff water to expect and how

« Know how conservation practices work. Grass, trees, downed logs, and
rocks are all obstacles that slow down or reduce the forces of nature. Conservation
practices work the same way. If erosion from water is the problem, the objective is
1o slow the moving water. If wind erosion lsthepmblem. the objective is to slow the
wind at or near the soil surface.

figure out why and try to fix it or
request technical help to solve the
problem.

That's exactly what Jowa land-
owner Denny Busch of Winterset,
lIowa, did with local NRCS District
Conservationist Wayne Shafer.

“When I inherited my mother’s
farm, it was in pretty bad shape and
l wanted to improve it,” said Busch.

“I knew that my first step to fixing
it was working with Wayne to get a
plan .md learn more about our op-
tions.”

Busch’s land is now undergoing
a makeover thanks to a long-term
conservation plan for protecting the
resources on his entire farm. He has
already removed overgrown brush to
shed light on newly seeded pasture
and added fence to the pasture. He
plans to add more fences and a pond
to pump out water for livestock in a
rotational grazing system.

» Good conservation planning
also strategically combines prac-
tices to maximize environmental
benefits. David Petersen, who runs a
175-head dairy cattle farm in Mus-
catine County, worked with NRCS
to install a grassed waterway and a
filter strip to keep runoff from enter-
ing the water.

“Our property forms the con-
fluence of two major water drain-
age areas,” said Peterson. “It is our
responsibility to maintain the water
quality in those streams.”

Petersen’s plan also included a
concrete manure storage structure
that forms a pit under slotted dairy
cow flooring. The manure storage
structure can store up to 500,000
gallons of dairy liquid manure.

“I inject the manure into fields
for crop nutrients,” he said. “That
was a really nice project to get com-
pleted with NRCS.”

« Good conservation planning
can also combine experienced farm-
ing skills with NRCS science-based
knowledge. Veteran row crop farmer

Tim Smith in Eagle Grove experi-
enced that firsthand. Smith farms in
the Boone River Watershed, where
the water flows downstream to the
Des Moines River, then to the Mis-
sissippi River, and eventually to the
Gulf of Mexico.

When NRCS recommended
he consider changes to his nutrient
management plan, tillage activities,
and add cover crops to his farm to
prevent sediment and nutrients from
leaving his property, he trusted their
knowledge and experience.

“What I learned from working
with NRCS is that these conserva
tion practices are not only helping
to improve water quality, but they
are also improving soil conditions
and producing more dependable
row crop yields through challenging
weather conditions,” said Smith.

To initiate the conservation
planning process, call or visit your
local NRCS office.

® Terraces
* Ponds
* Waterways

« Silt Fence
Installation

e Septic Systems
Building Site
Prep

DON RAUSCH

& SONS

CONSTRUCTION

Grubbing
Demolition

Hauling

GPS Controlled JimCell 563-419-1775- 0”62(563} 534.7356

Equipment 2678 118th St., Ft. At

BECAUSE IT
MATTERS.

That’s why we support the
soil and water conservation
efforts of our area farmers.

Postville Farmers
Co-Op Society
563-864-7234

“We want to earn YOUR business!”

Keeping Soil Conservation a

TOP Priority

for this generation

and the
next...

Farmers Win

s

Coop

Bremer ® Fredericksburg ® Frederika ® Hawkeye ® |onia ® Jackson Junction
Sumner ® Waucoma ® Burr Oak ® Cresco East ® Cresco West
Decorah ® Mabel ® Florenceville/Granger ® Ridgeway

110 N. Jefferson, Freoencksburg

Toll-Free:
800-562-8389
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I1ZAAK WALTON

WINDBREAK
HONOR

David Fox is the recipient
of the Izaak Walton League
Windbreak Award for the sev-
en-row windbreak, located on
his Clermont property.

In addition to two rows of
Norway spruce and highbush
cranberry, Fox’s field shelter-
belt includes a row each of
ninebark, red cedar, and flow-
ering crabapple.

The intended purpose of the
windbreak is to control wind
erosion and provide wildlife
habitat through a mixture of
conifers and shrubs.

Weed control for the award-
winning project is obtained
through mowing two to three
times per year. Chemical ap-
plications for potential weeds
are applied in the spring. To
further maintain health of the
plants, pruning dead, injured,
or diseased wood is carried
out as required.

mma inservation Pr
Apply controlled release nitrogen

fertilizer (WQLO06) (ac)

Apply split applications of nitrogen

based on a pre-sidedress nitrogen test 889 889
on cropland (WQLO08) (ac)

Brush Management (314) (ac) ] 2
Comprehensive Nutrient Management 1 3
Plan - Written (102) (no)

Conservation Cover (327) (ac) 3|
Conservation Crop Rotation (328) (ac) 2,625 1,092
Conservation System Plans (no) 132 144
Conservation System Acres (ac) 12,400 17,398
Continuous no till with high residue

(SOE01) (ac) e =2
Contour Buffer Strips (332) (ac) 197 55)
Contour Farming (330) (ac) 1,642 574
Controlled traffic system (SQLO1) (ac) 380 380
Cover Crop (340) (ac) 3,799 3,323
CRP Continuous Expiring 158 = 744 5 ac}
CRP General Expiring 14 = 104.2 ad]
CRP New Contracts 30 = 188.0 ad]
Critical Area Planting (342) (ac) 29 41
Extend existing filter strips for water

quality protection and wildlife habitat 79 79|
(ANMO4) (ac)

Farmstead Energy Improvement (374) 4 4
(no)

Fence (382) (ft) 8,455 6,115
Field Border (386) (ac) 8

z:a(::r)agc and Biomass Planting (512) a9 162)
Forest Management Plan - Written ) 2
(106) (no)

Forest Stand Improvement (666) (ac) 24 4
GPS, targeted spray application

(SmartSprayer), or other chemical 1.375 1,626
application electronic control tec

(AIRO7) (ac)

Grade Stabilization Structure (410) 1 3

(no)

Grassed Waterway (412) (ac)
Harvest hay in a manner that allows
wildlife to flush and escape (ANM10)
(ac)

Heavy Use Area Protection (561) (ac)
High level Integrated Pest
Management to reduce pesticide
environmental risk (WQL13) (ac)
Lighting System Improvement (670)
(no)

Livestock Pipeline (516) (ft)

New Environmental Quality Incentive
Program (EQIP) contracts (no)/
dollars obligated

New Wetland Reserve Program (WRP)
easements (no)/ acres enrolled
Nutrient Management (590) (ac)
Plant an annual grass-type cover crop
that will scavenge residual nitrogen
(WQL10) (ac)

Plant Tissue Testsing and Analysis to
Improve Nitrogen Management
(WQLO04) (ac)

Precision application technology to
apply nutrients (WQL11) (ac)
Prescribed Burning (338) (ac)
Prescribed Grazing (528) (ac)
Pumping Plant (533) (no)
Renovation of a windbreak or shelter
belt, or hedgerow for wildlife habitat
(PLTO06) (ac)

Residue and Tillage Management, No-
Till (329) (ac)

Residue and Tillage Management,
Reduced Till (345) (ac)
Resource-Conserving Crop Rotation
(CCR99) (ac)

Rotation of supplement and feeding
areas (WQLO03) (ac)

Split nitrogen applications 50% after
crop/pasture emergence/green up
(WQLO07) (ac)

Subsurface Drain (606) (ft)

Terrace (600) (ft)

Tree/Shrub Establishment (612) (ac)
Tree/Shrub Site Preparation (490) (ac)
Underground Outlet (620) (ft)

Upland Wildlife Habitat Management
(645) (ac)

Use deep rooted crops to breakup soil
compaction (SQLO5) (ac)

Use drift reducing nozzles, low
pressures, lower boom height and
adjuvants to reduce pesticide drift
(AIR04) (ac)

Waste Storage Facility (313) (no)
Waste Transfer (634) (no)

Water and Sediment Control Basin
(638) (no)

Watering Facility (614) (no)

Wetland Creation (658) (ac)

Planned  Applied

8 31
216 216

1
629 626)

1

2,700

15 = $231,361
1=94.4 ac

431

41 41
2,666 4,192
914 914
9

42 277

1

1

609 676
2,351 861
14 14]
397 397|
915 1,166}
2,500

15,390 17,010
23 31
33 58
120

2,510 2,453
160 160
1,677 1,929
1 3

1

1 1

2

7

&,

\ ]

%

soil conservatlon

noun: the preservation of soil against
deterioration or erosion, and the

maintenance of the fert

370 N. Ban

563-864-7602

'\'welements for crop productlon

ilizing

croft, Postville, 1A

We dig deeper...
CHEAPER

Talk to us about your soil conservation plans!

See us for all your

TILING - TERRACING - PONDS - WATERWAYS

DOUG EGELAND TILING

1761 Sand Road, Ossian * 563-532-9369
40 Years Experience - LICA Member
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FAYETTE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT
JULY 1, 2013 through JUNE 30, 2014

Checking Account

Beginning Balance $ 1,518.01
Receipts

Money Market Transfers — IM Funds $ 2,800.00

Money Market Transfers 5,167.00

Watershed Transfers 1,138.00
Total Receipts $ 9,105.00

TOTAL $ 10,623.01
Expenses

ATV 16.00

Donations 500.00

Education 818.47

Houg Expense 184.00

IM Commissioner 2,800.00

Meeting Expense 292.95

Office Supplies 2,116.71

Payroll 785.00

Postage 365.58

Transfer to Payroll Savings 346.78

Water Quality Monitoring 1,000.00
Total Expenses $ 922549
Ending Balance 6/30/14 § 139752

FAYETTE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT
JULY 1, 2013 through JUNE 30, 2014

Money Market Savings Account

Beginning Balance $ 30,092.89
Receipts

IM Allocation & Supplemental 2,800.00

Interest 173.61

Transfers from Watershed Account 1,354.24

Upper Otter Creek — WIRB Funds 30,293.69

Water Quality Monitoring Funds 2,750.00
Total Receipts $ 3737154

TOTAL § 6746443
Expenses

IM Transfers to Checking 2,800.00

Transfers to Checking 5,167.00

Transfers to Watershed Account 44,707.44
Total Expenses $ 52,674.44
Ending Balance 6/30/13 $ 14,789.99

FINANCIAL REPORT
OF STATE FUNDS
July 1, 2013 - June 30, 2014

IM Budget Allocation $  2,000.00
Supplemental Allocation $  800.00
Commissioner Expenses $ 2116.21
Office Expenses $ 68379
FY 2012

State Cost-Share Allocation $ 31,543.00
Supplemental $ 12,057.54
Obligated $ 16,544.40
Spent $ 27,038.61
Balance $ 17.53
REAP Forestry/Native Grasses Allocation $ 13,500.00
Obligated $ 648829
Spent $ 5,853.00
Balance $ 1,158.71
REAP Practices Allocation $ 6,653.13
Obligated $ 2,364.00
Spent $ 4,230.00
Balance $ 59.13
Otter Creek WIRB

Obligated $ 100,000.00
Spent $ 26,001.85
Balance $ 73,998.15

FAYETTE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT
JULY 1, 2013 through JUNE 30, 2014

Technical Account
Beginning Balance S 392557

Receipts
Transfers from Watershed $ 785.00
Farm Bill 12 Funds - CDI 561.15
Farm Bill 13 Funds - CDI 1,749.60

Total Receipts $ 3,09575
TOTAL $ 7,021.32
Expenses
Payroll 785.00
Transfers to Payroll Savings
State Taxes 67.00

Total Expenses s 852.00

Ending Balance 6/30/14 $ 6,169.32

FAYETTE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATOIN DISTRICT (SWCD) FOUNDATION
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT
JULY 1, 2013 — JUNE 30, 2014

[Checking Account
Beginning Balance $11,319.86

Receipts
Biannual Report Refund

Cover Crop Receipts (1/2 paid by part
Money Market Transfer #4200
Supporter’s Club $10,686.00
Total Receipts $45,163.50
Total $56,483.36
Expenses
ATV Repairs

Conservation Tour Expenses
Cover Crop Spraying-Klinkenborg Aerial Spraying
Donations (RC&D)
Education Field Day
Bus Transportation

Supplies

Houg Property $ 31.60
Insurance $  400.00
Office Supplies s

Personnel

Post Office (Permit and Mailings) $1

Sales Tax

ter Club Printing

Total Expenses $42,919.04

Ending Balance as of 6/30/14 $13,564.32
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FAYETTE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT FAYETTE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT
JULY 1, 2013 NE 30,2
ULY 1,2013 through JUNE 30, 2014 JULY 1, 2013 through JUNE 30, 2014
Payroll Savings Account Watershed Account
Beginning Balance $ 4.10 Beginning Balance $ 10,674.51
Receipts Receipts
Interest 59 Transfers from Money Market Acct $44,030.32
Transfers from Checking Account $  346.78 IPERS Tax Reimbursement 371.28
Transfers from Technical Account 67.00 ’
Transfers from Watershed Account 7,289.14 Tctak Resoits $ 44‘401"60
TOTAL § 55,076.11
Total Receipts $ 7,703.51
Expenses
TOTAL $ 7,707.61 Accounting Services $ 22500
Health 1,186.96
Expenses Office Supplies 241.66
Federal Taxes 4,252.90 Payroll 12,710.00
IPERS 2,826.69 Return WIRB Funds to IDALS 25,947.88
State Taxes 628.00 Transfers to Checking Acct 1,138.00
Transfer to Money Market Acct 677.12
Transfers to Payroll Savings Acct 7,824.14
707.
ol Expenscs L Transfer to Technical Acct 785.00
Water Quality Monitoring 2,750.00
Ending Balance 6/30/14 $ .02
Total Expenses $ 53,485.76
Ending Balance 6/30/14 § 1,590.35

Serving area landowners

_for 120 Years!

Maynard Savings Bank is proud of it’s long CONSERVATION MATTERS
partnership with area landowners and their TO AL L 0 F U S a

ongoing conservation efforts.

| MavarD SaviNGs Bank FHUSEH ;
E ES

(CR 563-637-2289 « Maynard, IA
Vq/{SB 319-636-2431 « Hazleton, IA o . NERGY RESOURC
Je wic = | Flgin, Iowa (563) 426-5811 » (800) 328.7371

INTERNET BANKING AVAILABLE: - www.maynardsavingsbank.com wwaauserenergy.com j
- _ |
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Landscaping Services
* Landscape Mulch * D3 Dozer Work
* Landscape Lighting  * Retaining Walls
* Weekly Mowing * Landscape Rock
* Shrub & Tree Trimming * Power Broom Service
* Landscape Edging * Complete Landscaping
* Rock & Trucking
*Vinyl F

SMUNDSON

PROFESSIONAL LAWN CARE SERVICE

& Landscaping

100 E. Plum St., West Union, IA Commercial - Residential - Industrial - Cemeteries

B3 Osmundson Lawn Care & Landscaping Office: 563-422-5099 ¢ Cell: 563-380-2740
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Your Complete Semce Conter| COMPLETE TRAILER| LHEN IT.S DRY __\WHEN 1L RAINS
SALES & SERVICE

Enclosed, Car, Flatbed,
Stock, Ulility & More!

* Tires: auto, i, truck,
farm & ;rnmnl
* Hitches

. ShuhlShocls

* Fuel |n|echon cleam e
+ Trailer Hookups & More

All the top brand name tires... KELLY I. TIRES
GOODFYEAR ® DUNLOP

*large mventory of trailer parts in stock

We also sell and install B&EW
Hitches, Rough Country

OTITAN ‘Flrestone Suspension & Snow Dogg Plows
[J
L Avalon Tire e
(Next to K-Mart)
& Service Cenfer Me. (319)283-4040

J\\s

Proud to salute lowa's
Conservationists!

Wapsie Valley Creamery, Inc.

300 10th Street NE, Independence 319-334-7193
Great Place to Market Your Milk Since 1906

WE GEI'

aLTLEexciled S
 ABOUT GOOD FOOD. Y/ foNeoTa
‘ 33&1:3:1:« = Decorah . F

( p - BUOP[I"IVE
563.382.4666 * www.oneotacoop.com
. Mo dlySamrdlyabﬂam-BJOpm

FROM KUHN

* ESHINE

i THRIVE

-‘4';6\:1 ll AOUAmax
& PIONTER s _
KJ’s Ag Services ‘
Kerry Jacobsen
Ph. (663) 422-7733 Clermont, IA

Crop Production Services:
The one name in crop production inputs.

We are dedicated to helping our customers
achieve maximum success. When you
meet and work with a member of the Crop
Production Services team, we are confident
you will see our strengths first-hand and
“Profit from ouy experience.’

Crop
Production
Services

105 Armour §t.,West Union * 563-422-6168

LANDSMAN® secondary tillage system

= 20" Excalibur® blades with 9-1/8" spacing for
hanc %
enhanced residue managment <Ku}>
K R A uUs E

« Hydraulic gang adjustment provides
0 on-the-go depth adjustment
K nmmﬂ“ﬂtand shank INVEST N GUALITY
opﬂonlfwa variety of field conditions
m}ommn' harrow attachments provide
.:supeﬁo: veling 18'to 45’ working widths

= f:f—T-—?'\
4;¥ Franzen Sales & Service
v), 2724 State Hwy. 24, Fort Atkinson
b 563-534-2724

www.franzensales.com

ETETTGITET

TR ARTOW

= - e s
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MORE POWER,
DECREASED COSTS

GCENESIS TR SERIES
TRAC'!’ORS CIVE YOU BOTH!

Commumty Bank of Oelwein|

Yous ( mnmlm(/l/‘ Your Bank

ki by haget

el 1 e
s b

Emily Schwickerath Gus Barker

Agriculture Executive Vice
Loan Officer President

ENDER
Baumler Implement
1306 Hwy. 150 S.

West Union, IA 52175
563-422-3835
www.baumlerimplements.com

We are proud to support our
area conservationists! —

than just Hardware... J

Becker Hardware is your i
Hardware, Plumbing, Heating,
Electrical, Underground
Wire Locating, Boom Truck,
Trencher, Backhoe, Septic Rl
Service & Installation, Well-
Pump Service & Installation

DESTINATION!

Iz
@ GOULDS PUMPS

Red Jacket & Goulds
pumps for all your water
needs...with 24-hour
emergency service!

PLUMEBING

TﬂR”ELS“N s ELECTRICAL Qyvs BEATING
“Proudly serving the e for 59 years | £ 26 HOUR PUMP SERVICE

ELGIN ON www.beckerhardwareinc.com
- Ossian * 563-532-9120

Licensed Installers

101 W. Main St.,
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BANK "
Helping You...

* With Your Ag Banking Needs
e Through Volatile Times

ANEL e = e e S - e e e e T

Brent e bt ‘Brian Reichter S etd e s e %
Sanier Conimarciall Executive Vice President/ ‘ - Mark Moser -
Senior Loan Officer i __ Senior Commercial/

“
¥

Ag Loan Officer

-Ag Loan Officer

Bank 1% is firmly committed to our

agricultural community. Our loan staff

= | has the knowledge and experience to

help you make the most of your agri-

business. Call for an appointment or

stop by to talk to one of our loan
officers about your loan needs.

» Farm Real Estate + FSA Guaranteed
» Livestock * LIFT Program

* Equipment * Young Farmer

» Operating

*All loans are subject to approval

oo Local Ownership ~ Local Decisions FDIc &

www.bankIstia.com * (563) 422-3883 « NMLS #795257
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Fayette County Soil and Water
Commissioners and Staff

Among the Fayette County’s SWCD Commissioners are (front, I-r) Rozann Dalenbach of Arlington, Paul Hoeger
of Maynard, Richard Jensen of Elgin; (back) Bill Bennett of Elgin, Dave Drilling of Waucoma, and Eric Boehm of
Wadena.

Assisting the public on a daily basis at the Fayette County SWCD field office are (I-r) Lori Kohlmeyer, IDALS state
secretary; Aaron Anderson, NRCS district conservationist; Devin Brincks, NRCS soil conservation technician;
Adam Grim, District watershed coordinator; Tamara Buitenwerf, NRCS soil conservationist.

A 30 Year Partnership

Rod Marlatt, President
Fayette County Pheasants Forever

The year was 1985, the beginning of CRP in the face of declin
ing farm economies and wildlife habitat. This was the preface of
what would ultimately become a 30-year partnership between the
Fayette Soil and Water Conservation
District, NRCS, FSA, the Fayette
County Conservation Board and
Fayette County Pheasants Forever.

The Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) was met with unpar-
alleled enthusiasm. It was a way for
producers to set aside lower produc-
tion acres with erodible soles or oth-
er vulnerable problems. This would
not only provide good soil conserva-
I'he Habitar | tion practices, but would help stabi-
Organization | lize commodity prices, and provide

J a bonanza of wildlife habitat.

A mere two years before CRP, a
fledgling organization was started in
Minnesota whose mission was to aid in the recovery of a crashing
pheasant population. This organization realized that the loss of up-
land habitat was the most contributing factor of this decline. Thus,
was born Pheasants Forever. The model for PF was and remains
unique to all other wildlife conservation organizations. Local chap-
ters are formed to raise funds and subsequently expand those funds
in that chapter’s county.

In 1985, the Fayette County Conservation Board recruited con-
cerned citizens, and Fayette County Pheasants Forever, the 48"
Chapter in the United States was hatched (excuse the pun). Either
the timing was impeccable or we were just plain lucky, but it all came
together at the right time.

Producers enrolled hundreds of acres into the CRP, and those acres
needed to be seeded to nesting cover grasses and preferably native
grasses. The task of implementing these practices is daunting as these
seedings require specialized seed and equipment. The Fayette County
Conservation Board, Fayette Soil and Water Conservation District,
NRCS, FSA and Fayette County Pheasants Forever created a partner
ship to provide a user-friendly system for this implementation. That
partnership remains strong 30 years later. Producers and landowners
are encouraged by all the partners to include CRP and other con-
servation practices on their land. Design work for these practices is
provided by NRCS, cost share and payments by FSA, labor and proj-
ect coordination by the Fayette County Conservation Board, and
economically priced seed, equipment and labor by Fayette County
Pheasants Forever. This great partnership has been the vehicle for
Fayette County to be a leader in the State of Jowa for most all conser-
vation practices, including CRP, filter strips, tree plantings, shelter-
belts and pollinator practices.

Over the past 30 years, Fayette County Pheasants Forever has
planted over 800,000 trees and shrubs, thousands of acres of upland
habitat cover, provided youth education resources, and assisted in the
acquisition of over 700 acres of permanently protected public land.

Your Pheasants Forever chapter has expended over $1,250,000 for
Fayette County wildlife habitat. Fayette County Pheasants Forever
ranks in the top 1% of all PF chapters nationwide and in 2014
was ranked #6 out of 741 chapters. None of this would have come
to fruition without the partnership between the Fayette Soil and
Water Conservation District, NFCS, FSA, and the Fayette County
Conservation Board. It is our vision that these partnerships will con-
tinue for at least another 30 years.

b

8.2 Acres QEAAUIL TN

00 Wes I rm
l’;‘ankli:l b!t. JVWA R,e?lty

Partially in lowa's Largest

West Union

City Limits! 563'422‘3277
NIIEEUY 306 Hyy, 150 S., West Union, IA
www.HomesteadlowaRealty.com

7803 Filmore Road 11201 280th Street 18745 230th Street 22445 X Avevnue Debbie Merrill, Broker

- West Union- - West Union - - Hawkeye - - Sumner -

dmerrill@netins.net

Lisa Wescott, Broker Assoc.

& = eclude: i 4 be: creage 5-6 bedroom home, :
Great acreage on Secluded hunting ground 4 bedroom acreage on 5 bedro Iwescott@netins.net

hard-surface road with living quarters hard-surface road lots of space

Janet Stahr, Broker Assoc.

3.12 Acres » See Deb! 44 Acres » See Janet! 3.25 Acres « See Lisa! 4.5 Acres » See Janet! jstabr@netins.net
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Succession

Greg Heidebrink
Towa DNR Forester

What is succession? According to Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia- Ecological succession is the
observed process of change in the species structure of an ecological community over time. The community
begins with relatively few pioneering plants and animals and develops through increasing complexity until
it becomes stable or self-perpetuating as a climax community. There, that clears that up! Ok maybe not.

Here is how I would explain it. Take that acre and a half up on the “north forty”; the area is too
small to farm with today’s equipment so you just leave it “as is” At first other than a few weeds (Plant
stage), it looks like it always has. Then we start to see some small woody plants like shrubs and cedar
trees take over (Pioneer or Shrub stage); we can thank the birds for this! Next, trees like walnut and oak
(mature forest) take over the area and start to shade out the shrubs and smaller trees; we can thank the
squirrels for this. Finally, the area is so shady that the oak and walnut (shade intolerant species) can
no longer get started and species like maple and basswood (Climax forest) take over. Now this can take
100’s of years, but in a nutshell, that is succession.

Why does this matter? If we leave our forests “as is” in North East lowa they will all eventu-
ally end up as climax (maple / basswood) forests. Is this all bad? Maple and basswood trees make very
pretty forests; they produce breathtaking fall color, dense forest cover for interior forest birds and a
beautiful area to recreate in, but they do have some downsides. The diversity in this forest type is much
lower than in an oak forest. In many cases they can produce so much shade that the forest floor is bare
and the mid-story is very thin. Each layer in a forest holds a different set of critters including insects,
birds and other creepy crawly things. It is very important to maintain these layers for species diversity.

Why wasn't all of north east Iowa hard maple and basswood then? The natural process of suc-
cession was interrupted by fire before we showed up. Now that we are here, we have stopped fire and
typically only selectively harvest our forest. This type of harvesting only opens up the understory a little
bit. This is not enough sunlight to allow the shade intolerant species like oak and walnut to get started.
To get enough sunlight for oak and walnut you need to really open up the overstory. This usually in-
volves a clearcut harvest.

Now, I will admit that a clearcut is not the prettiest thing in the world, but I think it is all in
how you look at it. You have just created a brand new forest for people to enjoy for the next 100 to 200
years. For the first 15 years of the cut you have created very thick cover for many different species of
critters. Wildlife and insects included! This heavy cover can be a hunters dream. This is where the
game is going to hang out. If you are successful at getting oak back on the site you have also just pro-
vided a food source for over 80 different species of wildlife for the next century or two.

I understand that a clearcut is not for everyone; it is a very drastic change in your forest. But
keep in mind that there are many other options that we can look at. If you are interested in managing
your forest and would like some help, we would love to take a look and give you some ideas. Give us a
call @ 641-228-6611.

Farm Insurance
‘can be tough to
. plow through...

Before you start planing this year,

it's a good idea to review your farm insurance coverage
to ensure your farming operation is properly covered.

Let our knowledgeable, friendly staff help you find

coverage to fit your individual protection needs!

FAR /UryAL Kelly & Miller Insurance

Insurance semsesr for Town and Farm 144 S. Main, Fayette - 563-425-4569
APOLICY OF WORKING TOGETHER. Lisa Kelly * Lyle Miller

We can help you make the best use of your 401(k) rollover, severance or other lump-sum
payment. Review your options and call us today

)

F

Francis Olson  Nancy Franzen

Farm Bureau Agent
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Fayette County Soil and Water Conservation chose Chuck Klima, who owns 95
acres of woodland between Clermont and Elgin, as the 2014 Woodland Owner of
the Year. Klima, who lives near Waterloo, uses the property as a getaway spot and
for hunting. The property features a cabin and pond, which his grandchildren
enjoy. (submitted photo)

Klima awarded
Woodland Owner of Year

By Zakary Kriener

The Fayette County Soil and Water Conservation 2014 Woodland

Owner of the Year is Chuck Klima from Waterloo.
Klima owns 95 acres of woodland between Clermont and Elgin, which
he purchased in 1999. He has been active in promoting the condition of
his property, including planting nearly 20 acres of trees through direct
seeding, underplanting, and oak interplanting.

The 68-year-old also removed nine acres of weed trees in 2010,
which helps promote the growth of young plants and trees.

In addition to seeking professional forestry advice and recommen
dations to help formulate his stewardship and project plans, he has also
begun doing some of the planning on his own.

Klima uses much of the property for hunting getaways and for
camping. The property is home to a cabin and pond, which Klima enjoys
with his family, including his grandchildren.

“I am honored to receive the award,” noted the honoree. “There are
so many people that have taken steps to promote land stewardship for
future generations; I think they all deserve some recognition, too!

Career Transition? Early Retirement?

Financial Questions?

Annuities | IRAs | Mutual Funds

/B FARM BUREAU
/. FINANCIAL SERVICES

600 Hwy. W Ste 1
West Union, IA 52175
563-422-5299

Sales Assoc. for Francis Ofson

al. [l and other impor
by before you

ng
Das Moines, 1A 50266, 577/860-2901, Member SPC, Farm Burvau Propety & Casualty
ranco Company* '/ Moince. 1A, “Afffitas *Company providers of Fam A

FBL Marke!

i Servios, L1.C1, 5400 U
s Compay. ™ Fom

Over 40 years of soil conservation and

excavation experience!
« Excavating (All Types)
« Demolition

« Water & Sewer
« Terraces

» Waterways
» Ponds

SZAB

Construction Company, Inc.

152 S. West Street

Postville

563-864-7515

Welare)DNR Certified for,water wells and pump work.

We Salute the
Conservation
Efforts of our
Area Citizens!

GUSHION

‘Plumbing, Heating & Electric

- ‘p Maynard
563-637-2496
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Soil & Water Conservation District Support Club

The Fayette SWCD Foundation

Bom, Bowling/Heraty Hudson Farms,

\ Donna  Rosburg, ~ Stephen/Michelle Doug Egeland Tiling, Earl/Kathleen Sustainers
would like to ”'a";b“u, 'h‘; ’;fnp }l;of CM Bowling Fam Acct, Gertrude M. Rourke, Roy Post Trust, Dean/Kay Drilling, gDoug/.Jane Easton, David RoberMargaret  Addy,  Alan/
Fayette County and beyond that have - Bowiing Farm, Jann Bowlus, Gary/  Rueber, DaryliJackie Ruff, Joe Schekel, Egan, Egan Famms, Donald/Barbara Judy Albrecht, Bank 1%, Eric Boghm,

made contributions to the supporter
club for 2014. Our programs are
made possible by your continued sup-
port and conservation efforts.
Suj rs

Janice Balk, Charles Baumler,
Wayne Bicknese, Garry/Eileen Birth,
Don/Anita Blaker, Kevin Bouska, Tom
Brimeyer, Ruth Brooks, Inez Brown,
Kenton Cowles, Robert Cowles, David/
Terri Derflinger, Harold/Barbara Diemer,
Patrick Duffy, Donald Durscher, John/
Hermina Falck, Paul Fox, Helen
Franzen, Willys/Leanne Fritz, Charles/

Janice Brownell, Brownell Inc., Roger/
Gale Buhr, Veryl Burgliardt, Bruce/
Sherry Cannon, Thomas Classen,
Ronald Corbin, James/Mary Costello,
Judith Diebel, D & J Pumping, Don
Rausch Construction, Jon Downer,
Loras Drilling, Farm Credit Services of
America, Fehr-Graham, Rollin/Luann
Fink, Jery/Rhonda Fink, David/Cheryl
Fox, Sheldon/Mary Fox

Paul/Mary Foxwell, Edward Franzen,
Charles/Deb  Frieden,  Roger/Vicki
Gamm, Gardner Farm Acct, Gehrke

Melvin Schiatter, Anna Mae Schiatter,
Keith Schiatter, Steven/Connie Schmitt,
Fred Schneider, Dale Schrader,
LeWayne Schrader, Marilyn Seedorff,
Jed Siebrecht, Eugene/Doris Sieck,
Charles/Judy Smith, TJ Stecklein,
Lester Steffens, Kevin/Marilyn Steffens,
Darrel Steggall, Merle/Elva Jean Stone,
Steve/Donna Story, Curtis Strong,
Robert Swenson, Szabo Construction,
Ed Traeger, Varykino Inc., Dan Winter,
Allen/Brenda Winzenburg, Randy/Jodi
Woods

Ehlers, Elgin State Bank, Daniel Fagle,
Fauser Energy Resources, Forsyth
Farms, Gary Gibbs, Loren Gross, Tracy
Gruetzmacher, Tom/Karen Hamlett,
Jon Harrison, Bert/Zelpha Henderson,
Glen/Laura Janssen, John/Debra Kelly,
Vemna Kems, Kems Dairy Farms,
Alice Koempel, Allen/Marie Kuennen,
Daniel Kuennen, CJ Lensing, Donald/
Mary Martins, Maynard Savings Bank,
Robert/Elizabeth McMillan, Robert/Pat
McSweeny, Alan Meiners, Mary Nagel,
Ann O'Loughlin, Ronald Pleggenkuhle,

Barry/Gilda Boyer, Jerry/Kathy Cole,
Cunningham Farms, Mark/Janell
Diemer, First National Bank, John/
Susan Frey, Paul/Phyllis Hoeger,
Richard/Dorothy ~ Jensen,  Pete/
Jeannie Kalb, Lynn/Beverly Kelck,
Kerndt Brothers Savings Bank,
McMillan Brothers, Merkel Trust, Nutri-
Hose Inc., Albert Pagel, Hans/Rose
Siemers, William Thompson, Donald
Ungerer, Viafield Cooperative
Benefactors
William/Judy Bennett, Dave

; ine Fam Account, Brian Gibson, Harold/ Stewards GenelJanice Pleggenkuhle, Catherine Drillng, Lary/Karen Glass, Hurdal
g:r)\ln?n?ayn Dmggtgmngesmogemgjgﬂz Kay Gieselman, William Gumm, Barbaa ~  Shiey Bagenstos, JamesMNina Railly, Robert/Sharon Ries, Kathryn Inc., Colin Jrgr'wsen. Robert Kalb, Lone
a AR Hackman, Hagelie, Dale Halverson, Brian Harper,  Beeghly, Jim/Edee Bollman, John/ Roys, Russel/Roberta Smith, Jonathan  Pine LLC, Warren/Joyce Trotter
Phylis EBlinehnm Eugene/Bet’q} Thomas/Diann Hayes, Lois Heick, Debra Bruihler, Donald Buhr, Dale Steege, Marcia Whiteford, Shana
Huuska, Jim Hurley, Iva Jean Kaune, hocert Hemesath, Heraly Hudson Calease, Damyi Cannon, Allen  Wickham, Donald/Julie Woods
Steve/Ca IKennor);‘ Ravmond Kueker [ am Acct, Heying Firms, Inc., Larry/  Chensvold, Citizens State Bank, Hugh
; o eIEdm Vander ny P Mary Hiems, John/Linda Hoblit, William/  Curtis, Alan Davis, Kenneth Diemer,
i JuannaLRe sngerm;, el Vadtm Alvera Hogan, DavidiColleen Ivine,
j | yantiatoftus, susan Massman, Mamiyn e jacobsen, Douglas/Lyn Johnson,
5 Mihall, Jason Moellers, Merrill/Charlene Fannie Johnson, Norman Jones. 3 S
{ Nerem, Staniey Ney, Tim NUSS, Joyce  \yiiam/joan  Kauten, Charles/Diann P
: Oldfather, Randy Pape, Amold/Shirley |coms " Grag/Marcia Kilcher, Kingsland
Raatz, Alan/Katherine Rausch, Tm/ goms “Figon Knoploh, LaGracia & max
:Agit?eezecwsrlah:;:r? Saggﬁg rf;;?){ Sons, Sarah Lopez, Anita Lundberg, G
2 E Matthias, Marian Mclntosh, Howard/ O . .
gcon.kRonalg/J:Iyﬁe |Seedo1(ﬁ, Carflm Janealnhh/feaney. Bnar::/Bre:da Meyer, Minimize RISk
zeMmius, Nickivanlyn = 1€ig,  Lylel  wonneth/Rebecca Meyer, John/Karen oxh g
Debbie TeKippe, Donald/Mary Treloar, Michels, Henry/Barb {\Ailler. Kenneth/ & Malelze
i Renee Voshell, Bemiece Walsh, Roberta  piejen “vfller, ‘Diane Mohs, Rodney e
Wamer, West Union Vet Clinic, Gloria  \jorca Donald/Marilyn Mueller, David Pr Oducthlty
Whitcher, - David/Florence Wireman,  naiger Myron/Susan Nagle, Donald/ )
b | Dick Woodard, John/Sharon Woods, Provide top-end yield potential

Julie Woods, Marvin Youngblood
Savers

John/Norma Adams, Paul/Jennifer
Adams, Gladys Anderson Family, Milton
Ash, Joe Bahe, Steven/Mary Baker,
Bapk lowa, Robert/Bonnie Bassett,
Basseft Pheasant Ridge, Newton
Bauer, Ron/Colette Beerman, Roger/
Anne Beerman, Kenneth Blockhus,
Ronald Bodensteiner, Gerald/Barbara

Shirley  Nauholz,  Millard/Lavonne
Nelson, Eugene/Jane Nuss, Joseph/
Sharil Ogle, Ronald/Barbara O'Kones,
Rosemary Oldenburg, John/Sharon Orr,
Ben/Gwen Pagel, David/Marcia Palas,
Darwin/Kathleen  Peterson, Donald
Pliester, Steven/Helen Potratz, Mike
Puff, llo Mae Rau, Karel/Joyce Rawson,
Gary/Penny Reed, Alta Reeder, Roland/
Arene Riensche, LM Riley, Florence
Robinson, Connie Rochford, Darrell/

PIONEER

under optimal growing

conditions and improve yield
stability under drought stress.

(35 Schroeder reed & seed

213 W. Wilbur, Hawkeye ¢ 563-427-5310

We’ve been lending a hand
to farmers for decades...

...yielding strong protection.

FARMERS MUTUAL
INSURANCE ASSOCIATION

FAYETTE, IOWA
Backbone Insurance Group, Inc.

ofland
ﬂﬂwaﬁ@za
conservation:

q Brown-Lane Insurance
Decorah, lowa

Strawbery Point, Iowa Independence, lowa
563-382-3627 563-933-2087 319-334-2534
Butikofer Insurance, LLC  Independence Insurance Services Doug Beier
Elgin, lowa Independence, lowa Independence, lowa
| 563-425-5306 563-334-4991 319-334-6066

Kelly & Miller Insurance

Fayette, Iowa
563-425-4569

Insurance Associates of Lawler Nuss Insurance Agency
Lawler, Iowa Hawkeye, Towa
563-238-5131 563-427-3419

| 1 1te all of our 60"
| | Smith Insurance, LLC Smith-D&L Insurance Sorg Insurance Agency We salute @
Lamont, Jowa Independence, lowa Independence, lowa
563-382-3627 563-334-6066 563-334-7089
1150 West 1st St. |
’ Steve Brentner Vogel Insurance Agency Wegner [nsurance FIRST Sumner, IA ‘
Rowley, lowa Qelwein, lowa Sumner, lowa |
! 319-283-1836 563-578-8076 ‘ STA TE 563-578-3312 -

, 963-938-2262 or 866-578-3314
200 South Main
Fayette, IA

563-425-3395 ;
or 866-578-0008

BANK

“Helping your financial dreams come true”

Farmers Mutual

Insurance Association btV & bosn
135 S. Main, Fayette » 563 425-4176 LI{NafUiL Ui

FARVUTUAL

Member

| FDIC WWW. fsbsumner.com @




Page 18

Fayette SWCD Report

March 2015

SWCD Scholarship winner

Gabriel “Gabe” Hamlett, a
2014 graduate of Starmont High
School and the
son of Randy and
Suzy Hamlett of
Arlington, has been :
2014 |8

named the
Fayette County (8
Soil and Water

Conservation [
District Scholarship
Award winner.

Gabe is in his =
first year of the John Gabriel Hamlett
Deere TECH pro-
gram at Northeast lowa Community
College (NICC) in Calmar. Upon
graduating, Hamlett plans to be-
come a fifth-generation farmer.

“I believe my knowledge within
the mechanical field is a huge asset
to my family,” noted Hamlett in his
scholarship application. “I believe
my ability to learn the ins and outs
of current and future farming equip-
ment is much-needed training in or-
der to be competitive in present-day
farming practices.”

“My decision to forego a foot

ball scholarship in order to pursue
my career choice was no easy conclu-
sion,” noted the former All-District
football player. “Family farms are
a dying breed in the United States.
This is not an easy path; however, I
believe with passion, hard work, and
leadership, I will succeed.”

During his time at Starmont
High School, Hamlett was active on
Student Council (four years), foot-
ball (four years), track (two years),
wrestling  (one year), National
Honor Society (three years), and
speech (one year).

Outside of school, he partici-
pated in American Red Cross blood
drives, highway clean-up projects,
Meals on Wheels, church dinners,
cleaning of the Ronald McDonald
House once a year, and has been a
church server/altar boy.

Hamlett, who enjoys the out-
doors by hunting, fishing, and snow-
mobiling, was on the 3.5-4.0 Honor
Roll all four years of high school and
was crowned 2013 Homecoming
King at Starmont.

Dendb Woods, chair of the RC&D Employee Giving Fund presents a
donation to SWCD Commissioners (I-r) Bill Bennett and Dick Jensen.

by Tamara Buitenwerf

Each year the Fayette Soil
and Water Conservation District
(SWCD) hosts the third grade field
day. This year was no exception. It’s
an exciting few days where people
cross their fingers and pray that the
weather holds out so the third grad-
ers can stomp around the Dick Jen-
sen farm and enjoy the outdoors.

This year there were 13 schools
in attendance which included Fair-
bank, Fredericksburg, Oelwein,
Scared Heart, Postville, South Winn,
Starmont, Sumner, Trinity Catholic-
Protivin, Turkey Valley, Valley, West
Central, and West Union. Of those
13 schools represented, there were
483 students and 22 teachers that
participated. Imagine 160 students

A 4
CC
&7

Clayton County Recycling

FARM CLEAN UP

Turn your unwanted
items into cash!

We will buy:

» Car Bodies

o Aluminum
» Copper

o Scrap Iron & Metals

o Industrial Scrap
» Heavy Equipment
« Farm Machinery

Serving all communities throughout
Iowa, Minnesota & Wisconsin!

563-539-4757 or

800-538-4752

Old Hwy. 18 West of Monona, IA

HOURS:
Monday-Friday
7 am. - 5 p.m.
Saturday
7 -11 a.m.

On-Site Pick-Up
and Dumpster
Service Available

each morning bouncing around in a
hay rack as they head down the nar-
row tree-lined, dead-end road on a

brisk September morning.  That’s
only the beginning.

Throughout the morning and
early afternoon, students visit a va-
riety of stations. The honey bee sta-
tion is run by Mr. Bob Fassbinder of
Fassbinder Apiaries in Elgin. Stu-
dents learn about honey produc-
tion, and what they can do to help
the honeybees. The wildlife station
was run by Adam Grim, district wa-
tershed coordinator for the Fayette
SWCD. As the kids wander down a
path through the timber, they learn
about a variety of critters they might
see out on the landscape. The soils
station is run by assistant commis-

Snecializing in all your feed
and grain handling needs!

Call for your Free Estimate!

sioner, Eric Boehm, and gives th
students an opportunity to loc
below the surface on which they’ |
standing. They get their finge
dirty learning about the commo
soils in Towa. At the erosion statios
Dick Jensen of the Fayette SWCD a
lows the students to experience ho
erosion occurs first hand. Kids a1
always amazed with the things the |
learn at the pond station which ws
run by Theresa Shea from the Decc
rah Fish Hatchery.

The third grade field da
doesn’t happen without the help « |
many volunteers to staff the station
schedule the schools, send out inv: |
tations, and much more. Thanks t
those who help make the field day §&

success each year. {

www.hawkeyeiowagrainsystems.com
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i Take a stand to save the land

. I must confess [ am a persistent conservation
." ist. I celebrate the remarkable richness of nature. I

land. Most land use decisions today are governed
wholly by economic self-interest. However, we

all have one objective in common. We all need to
generate a financial benefit from the land we use. To
calculate if a profit is earned is difficult and inaccu-
rate if all costs are not factored into each bushel or
ton that is produced. There is a volume of services,
forms, education, experts, and financial expounders
that have all the details and methods necessary to
determine if a profit or a loss is generated in your
farming operation.

LN

I think one vital loss has yet to be considered.
See if you agree. The dictionary meanings of loss
| are: no longer has, taken away, death, unable to
| find, fail to keep, cease to have, destroy, ruin, lost,
wasted, be worse off, without, and stolen - ERO-
SION. The word erosion is added by myself due
to the fact again our culture puts no value on dirt
lool  loss. An acre of dirt costing $10,000 and its owner
ey allows tons of it to slide into the waterways creating
ngd  additional loss along the way is a cost! The bright-
mof  estand the best can't even calculate the cost of lost
o topsoil flowing helter skelter downstream to the
Gulf of Mexico. Does this mean that the soil isn’t

important, so trivial that it doesn't matter, or that

no one really cares? If you eat food or drink water
1 maybe you should be concerned. To my knowledge,
::‘ erosion isn't treated the same as depreciation, theft,

wear, rot, rust, death, or depletion and carried to the
dsy bottom line as a minus from the profit. Maybe it
Inof could be called a loan uncollectable. Erosion must
hﬁ,ﬂh be on a dirty word list and shouldn’t be used in ac-
74 eounting the consequences of no consequences.

Other than paying the taxes, there are no hard
roles expressed or implied that mandate decent

realize that not everyone shares that affection for the

3 by Dick Jensen

land use. Since civilization began, rules and taboos
were implemented to maintain order and pre-

vent self-destruction. For violating these rules, a
penalty was connected and acted as a deterrent or
a consequence for bad behavior. A few such rules
today are: hunting, fishing, trapping, boating, litter
ing, dumping, burning, noise, dust, odor, disposal,
weed laws, animal neglect, sanitation, zoning, tire
tread, speed, slow-moving, weight, length, width,
manure management, tobacco, unsightly junk, and
more. Try to visualize a football game without any
rules or penalties. We need rules to maintain order
and safety. To assist and support in the compliance
of rules and regulations the concerned public gets
involved through TIP - turn in poachers, MADD

- mothers against drunk driving, whistle blowers,
stream keepers, storm watchers, crime stoppers, and
more. A force of good people demanding conse-
quences for bad behavior. It may not be utopia but
it isn't bedlam. Thanks to rules.

Many folks say we need additional education
to bring about more ethical land use. More get
togethers and more meetings is where I meet some
of the best conservationist in the country. They
aren’t the ones in need of more education. From the
seat of my old truck, it appears to me that about 20
percent of our producers are causing 80 percent of
the destruction to the beauty and diversity of our
landscape.

I don't care what method is used to remedy
the problem, the carrot or the stick, but the land
shouldn't suffer to the consequences due to the bad
behavior of its master. That would be an injus
tice. The apathy of the public shares the blame by
remaining mute.

A big thank you to all

our supporter club members

You are so important in keeping our food supply plentiful
and drinking water safe. You provide the Fayette Soil and
Water Conservation District with funds to deliver cost-share
money for protecting our soil and water. Your contributions
help the district provide equipment, people, supplies and
educational programs in Northeast Iowa. The Conservation
District cannot levy any taxes on anyone or any property, so
you are the only way we can provide services to you.

We (Natural Resource Conservation Service, lowa
Department of Agriculture and Soil Conservation, and
Fayette Soil and Water Conservation District) keep getting
directed to do more with less money and fewer people. Just
a few years ago, we had three state employees working in the
office, we now have only one, who is expected to do at least
twice, if not three times as much as was expected from any
one employee in the past. Last year we had two NRCS tech-
nicians, now we have one. Your contributions are helping
the District provide one full-time and one part-time person
and their training.

You are also helping pay for the third grade field trip for
all students that live in Fayette County, for equipment that is
used to deliver service to county residents, to do water test-
ing, to provide college scholarships, to provide educational
opportunities for people of other ages and many other needs
in the district.

The Fayette SWCD Foundation board of directors in-
cludes the five elected SWCD Commissioners and two non-
commissioners. The present non commissioners serving are
Rick Klann and Leon Deutsch. All serve without compensa-
tion.

LR

AgVenture Seed
Aurora Elevator
Bank First, West Union
Bayer Crop - Mike Jones
Bodensteiner Implement
Cargill AgHorizons Marketing
S CGB Clayton
|| Community Bank of Oelwein
“ Crop Insurance of NE lowa

Dave Derflinger -
“Farm Bureau Financial Services

6 IOWA SOYBEAN

Association

Expanding Opportunities. Delivering Results.

Farm Credit Services
Farmers Savings Bank
Fauser Energy Resources
Fidelity Bank, Oelwein
Maynard Savings Bank
Flint Hills Resources
Innovative Ag Services
lowa Corn Growers
lowa Soybean Association
Mark Ney - Monsanto
Matt Construction

ISA was organized in 1964 by a group of lowa farmers who came together with a
common goal — to increase the profitability of soybean production in the state.At that
time, the U.S. grew 701 million bushels of soybeans at a price of $2.62 per bushel. In
2004, the U.S. grew 3,141 million bushels of soybeans at a price of $5.65 per bushel.

% Iowa is always a top soybean-producing state, and in 2004 it grew 497 million bushels
of the total U.S. crop. Visit us online at www.iasoybeans.com.

hank you to our 2015 Grand Sponsors:

Pioneer Hybrids - Tim Dillon

Pfister Hybrids
RFS&W CPA

Bergman, PLC.
Smith Insurance

Viafield
Wyffels Hybrids

Tom Judisch - Kruger Seed

The lowa Soybean Association
(ISA) develops policies and
programs that help farmers
expand profit opportunities

while promoting environmentally
sensitive production using the
soybean checkoff and other
resources. The Association is governed by an elected board of 21 volunteer
farmers and serves more than 11,000 members throughout the state.

= IOWA
j CORN

PROMOTION
B OARD

www.iowacorn.org

WE ARE
IOWA CORN

The lowa Corn Promotion Board (ICPB),
works to develop and defend markets,
fund research, and provide education

about corn and corn products.

The lowa Corn Growers Association
(ICGA) is a membership organization
lobbying on agricultural issues on
behalf of its 8,000 members.

R.S. Precision Services
Simmons, Perrine, Moyer,

Both organizations work on the
joint mission to create opportunities
for long-term lowa corn grower
profitability.

We are now accepting new members!
For more information, please visit

us online at www.iowacorn.org.

jette County Corn and Soybean Association
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Crop Insurance-USDA Reminds Producers of
Conservation Compliance Filing Requirements

If you receive a crop insurance premium subsidy, you've
probably heard a lot about conservation compliance. The 2014
Famm Bill added eligibility for crop insurance premium subsidy to
the list of U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) benefits that
are subject to conservation compliance. USDA knows that you
have questions about what this means for your business, and so
we have outlined some of the basics below. USDA is commit-
ted to ensuring that you have the tools you need to meet this
requirement, and we encourage you to work with your local FSA
office before the June 1 deadline to help navigate conservation
compliance requirements.

What are the Conservation
mpliance Requir

In 2014, Congress re-linked crop insurance subsidies to con-
servation compliance, meaning you have to comply with certain
conservation requirements in order to be eligible to receive the
Federal crop insurance premium subsidy. These requirements are
called Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland
Conservation (WC) Provisions. The connection between conser-
vation compliance and crop insurance premium subsidy serves
two purposes; one is for USDA to apply consistent rules to all
producers receiving USDA benefits; and the other is to ensure
a certain level of land stewardship for the most sensitive crop-
land and wetlands in exchange for receiving the subsidy. These
conservation requirements help protect erosion-prone land (HEL)
and wetlands for the multiple benefits they provide, like improving
the quality of our water, protecting wildlife habitats and preventing
flooding downstream.

Who Is Affected?

The conservation compliance requirements provide that for a
person to be eligible for Federal crop insurance premium sub-
sidy on any Federally reinsured crop insurance policy, including
specialty crops, livestock, and pasture, the person must certify
compliance with HELC and WC by filing form AD-1026 (www.
fsa.usda.gov/AD1026form) with the local USDA Service Center's
Farm Service Agency (FSA) by June 1, 2015. If a person does not
have form AD-1026 on file with USDA by June 1. 2015, or is not
in compliance with the i s as outlined on the form, the
person will not be eligible for premium subsidy on any crop insur-
ance policy that has a sales closing date on or after July 1, 2015.
These requirements do not affect the ability to purchase a crop
insurance policy. However, absent the Federal premium subsidy,
the full cost of the insurance will be borne by the producer.

" . AR uo
The requirement o file form AD-1026 to certify compliance
with HELC and WC provisions also applies to any “affiliated per-
son” that is an owner, operator or other producer on agricultural

land. An *“affiliated person” is an individual or entity who has a
specific connection (as explained in the AD-1026 Appendix) to
the individual or entity completing the AD-1026. Although “affili-
ated person"” provisions may seem to be similar to Federal crop

insurance SBI provisions, they are totally separate provisions
and should not be confused.

If you, and any affiliated persons to you, have already filed form
AD-1026, perhaps because you participated in programs admin-
istered by FSA or the Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS), and you and any affiliated person to you are still in com-
pliance with the HELC and WC provisions, the filing requirement
is met and no further action is necessary. We encourage you to
visit with the FSA in your local service center well in advance of
June 1, 2015. The FSA staff will be able to answer your questions
and assist you in completing the form. To find your local office, visit

http/offices.usda.gov.
What If | Don't Have Highly Erodible Lands or Wetlands?

Although many of you, depending on your location, will have
neither highly erodible land nor wetlands on the lands that you
farm, you must file form AD-1026 to be eligible for USDA ben-
efits subject to the compliance provisions, including crop insur-
ance premium subsidy. Even persons who only grow perennial
crops must file the form. For these of you who only grow perennial
crops USDA has simplified the certification process by providing
a simple check box where you can identify yourself as a producer
who fits this category. If this is your first time filing form AD-1026,
in addition to filing the form, there are additional basic data needs
for establishing a file for you with FSA, including general contact
information and a tax identification number. www.fsa.usda.gov/af-
filiationfact
How Can USDA Help?

USDA has a long standing mission of helping people help the
land. In addition to providing assistance to producers wvth farm
level natural resource assessments and conservation planni

During the opening day of the Fayette County Fair on Tuesday, July
29, Fayette Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) Watershec
coordinator Adam Grim (left) and SWCD Commissioner Dick Jenser
congratulated Sydney Baker on being named the Conservatior
District Region 4 Poster Contest winner. The Durant Elementary stu- |
dent is pictured displaying her award-winning entry “Dig Deeper." |
The contest included entries from the 11 county region.

and providing financial and technical assistance Ihrough a var-
ety of voluntary conservation programs, we provide the technical
services necessary to implement the conservation compliance
provisions. These services include assisting producers with the
identification of highly erodible lands and wetlands and providing
planning services for addressing producer issues associated with
compliance requirements.

Determining whether you have highly erodible land is a simple
process based on soil types; determining whether you have wet-
lands on your property is a bit more complicated using a method
that considers soil type and hydrology. If you would like to know
more about how this process works please contact your local
NRCS office.

For those of you who have not utilized the FSA or NRCS pro-
grams or services, USDA encourages you to visit with our local
staffs to see what opportunities may be available through our ser-
vice center to address your natural resource or other agricultural
needs. Our staffs are geared up to give you priority technical as-
sistance and develop longstanding relationships for addressing
your resource concemns in a manner that ultimately helps you help
your land.

We have what you need:

.The Ecofount Series Family

We have taken all of the best features of our classic

Fresh Water
For Lii

waterers and designed a premium line of automatic
waterers, the EcoFount series. The EcoFount I and
EcoFount 2 are the newest, most energy
efficient, electric standard heated line
of Ritchie automatic waterers. The flip
top cover design will allow for easy
cleaning and maintenance and the fully
insulated casing will provide excellent
protection against the coldest winters.

GeoComfort Compass Series...

whene

Compass Series healing and cooling
systems' industry leading design
combines the highest quality features
with an appliance grade cabinet. That
combination provides an experience like
no other, helping you make your home the
most it can be.

<) BOSCH ».

i< GEOTHERMAL

ﬁGE &

Plumbing &

(563) 422-5691 or 800-246-5691

- e

GAGE

Heating

609 Hwy. 150 SOUTH = WEST UNION

WATER QUALITY INITIATIVE

Vince Sitzmann

; l‘igldServicesBmuuM =

mnmmwofwmmwsumm
Divisionofsgchmnuﬁan

\1.,.!— S

wereacounky,itwwldbe&ethudhrges( ofcornin
the world. That's pretty amazing considering lowa la only 36 mil-
hon acres in size with only 25 million acres dedicated to row crop

ion. These are imp numbers by any standards, but |
equally important is the conservation ethic lowa farmers sub-
scribe to. Farmers throughout the state spend millions of dollars
annually out of their own pockets to install conservation practices
on their land, which makes them leaders in conservation imple-
mentation as well as leaders in ag production.

Two years ago, lowa unveiled the Nutrient Reduction Strat-
egy (NRS). This was the first plan of its kind in the nation, aimed
at reducing nutrient losses to the Gulf of Mexico. The strategy was
pioneered by the lowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stew-
ardship, Towa State University, and the lowa DNR. It incorporates
the best science and research we have available and it was built for
Towa. Shortly after the Nutrient Reduction Strategy was released,
implementation of the plan was launched and is known today as
the Water Quality Initiative (WQI).

Over the past two years we continue to see exciting mo-
mentum for the WQL. Iowans are engaged, new partnerships are
expanding, and farmers are implementing conservation practices
they've never tried before. The Nutrient Research Center at ISU
has been established with the purpose of pursuing a science based
approach to nutrient management research. The lowa Agriculture
Water Alliance (IAWA) partnership between the lowa Corn Grow-
ers Association, Iowa Soybean Association, and the lowa Pork
Producers has been established, each committing one million
dollars annually over the next five years to advance the implemen-
tation of the WQI. The lowa Legislature has also committed 16.8
million dollars over the last two years to support conservation and
water quality improvements both in special project areas and for
statewide practice implementation.

We have made great strides through the voluntary approach
to conservation, but we have to keep the momentum growing by
exploring more and different types of conservation practices on
the landscape. We have new and emerging technologies in addi-
tion to our traditional conservation practices that will improve
our nutrient management efforts. I would encourage everyone to
evaluate their farming operation and ask yourself if there is more
you can do on your farm. Solving water quality issues is some-
thing everyone has to be a part of if we are to continue our leader-
ship role in ag production and conservation implementation.

If you are interested in learning more about the NRS or the
WQI you can visit www.cleanwateriowa.org or stop into your
local SWCD to learn how you can be part of this important initia-
tive.
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Soil & Water

Conservation

protects your land & investments...

Adequate Insurance
See Your Nearest Agent:

Bushman Insurance
Ossian « (563) 562-9207

agency@bushmaninsurance.com

Michael Insurance Agency
West Union ¢ (563) 422-6081

michaelinsurance@qwestoffice.net

. Hintz-Ziegler-Miller Agency
Oelwein « (563) 283-1555
lyle@hzml.com

Kelly & Miller Agency
Fayette  (563) 425-4569
kellymillerins@iowatelecom.net

A&] Petersburg Agency
Decorah « (563) 382-3627

agency@ajpetersburg.com

Don Anderson Agency
Cresco « (563) 883-8012

donanderson@harmonytel.net

Kerndt Brothers Agency
Lansing « (563) 538-4207
kbia@kerndtbrothers.com

CIA Insurance Agency
Cresco « (563) 547-2382

ciainfo@ciains.biz

NMI Agency
Decorah « (563) 382-9695

nerwegian1871@norwegianmutual.net

Leslie White Agenc y
Clermont » (563) 423-5913
nsurc@uccgmup,u

FARUTUA

s | 1 S U r anc e
I.)ccorah Office
Jim Clarke, Manager
Steve Hildebrand, Adjuster
Judy Ehler, April Hamilton &
Charity Kuboushek - Agents

Kerndt Brothers Agency
Lansing « (563) 538-4207

kbia@kerndtbrothers.com

NMI Agency
Decorah « (563) 382-9695

norwegian1871@norwegianmutual.net

Norwegian Mutual

INSURANCE ASSoOC.

119 E. Water St., Decorah, TA
(563) 382-9695

www.norwegianmutualins.com

Conservationa way of life on Boehm farm

By Brian Smith
In recent years, conservation of our land,
water, and other natural resources has become
incieasingly important to those living in the
state of lowa. Taking the responsibility to be
actively involved in

habitat, and we hope our planting of more
native grasslands and flowers will help to re-
establish some of that. We are also involved

in the Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) and
have plans to establish another wetland area on
our farm,” said Boehm.

conservation is a step
that many, including
Eric and Cindy Boehm
of rural Wadena, have
been willing to take.
“There is an old
Native American adage
that encourages looking
seven generations into .
the future to determine |-
whether what you are [
doing now will be bene-
ficial to that generation.
That is more or less the
philosophy I have ad-
opted toward conserva-
tion,” explained Eric,
who is dedicated to the

\i;i\'\

concept of conserva-
tion.

Part of the deci- |andscape. (File photo)
sion to embrace the

proponents of conser-
vation can be traced toa
1999 flood. The Boehm
farm sits at the end of a
watershed and thus re-

Lo . el ing over the past several years. 3 |
:,:vlc\,:;s”],:tqh;u::i:;;[“:;h. The Boehms plan to continue to & ‘
Bochrﬁ; decided m.nk: lead by example, showing others AT

= 3= how to utilize conservation meth- Ve
1 crop field out of pro-  gs which they have shown to be |
duction and do a stream L\ | ii

bank restoration.

< ’Ihe‘\' photo)
also did some native
seeding and created

some wetland areas on
their acreage,

The Boehms didn’t stop there, however.
Approximately 300 of their 500 acres have
been placed into Timber Stand Improvement
(TSI), which is a program designed to improve
the health, habitat, and financial return of
woodlands.

“This means that we are doing some ac-
tive management of our timber that will allow
more trees to grow and in the long run will
lead to healthier and more profitable stands of
timber,” noted Boehm.

The environmentally minded farmer also
uses the no-till method while raising both corn
and soybeans on his farm in alternating years.
Using no-till decreases the amount of erosion
that can occur while it increases organic mat-
ter retention and cycling of nutrients in the
soil. In short, it makes the soil more resilient.

“We have also been very diligent about
planting new trees, native grasses and flowers,
and cover crops. It’s all about not treating our
land like a commodity and starting to treat it
more responsibly so that something will be left
for future generations,” added the conscien-
tious farmer.

In 2012, Eric and Cindy hosted a conser
vation field day on their farm, inv iting others
to view firsthand some of the things they have
been doing over the past several years. They
created multiple stations for visitors to peruse,
including creek restoration, native planting,
nut planting, valuing timber, and protection of
the Lndmugnd Pleistocene sna

“There has also been a loss in butterfly

A small pond was helped along by
the caring hands of Eric Boehm. The
water source now houses a large
variety of wildlife amidst a beautiful

In 2012 Eric and Cindy Boehm
hosted a conservation field day
on their rural Wadena farm, invit-
ing others to view firsthand some
of the things they have been do- .

successful on their own land. (File

In the future, the Boehms hope to host
a kiosk on their property that will include
a walking trail. They hope it will allow those
who visit to see the difference that is being
made by making responsible decisions regard-
ing Towa farmland. The Boehms are working
with Northeast lowa Resource Conservation
and Development to make the kiosk and the
trail a reality in the near future.

Cindy has been active in employing con-
servation strategies on the landscaping around
their home and, along with Eric, has been
involved in nsive dialogue with the Towa
DNR and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to bet-
ter understand their natural resources. Eric is
a member of the county conservation board, is
the assistant commissioner for Fayette Soil and
Water Conservation District (SWCD), and is
Wadena's representative for the Turkey River
Watershed Management Authority.

The Boehm farm is considered to have
one of the best examples of stream bank stabi-
lization in the area, and Eric regularly speaks
to politicians about the benefits of stream bank
restoration and upland treatment. These are
practices which, if used properly, could help
reduce flood damage.

The Boehms plan to continue to lead
by example, showing others how to utilize con
servation methods v h they have shown to
own land. They hope
r passion for cc ion will inspire oth
y their part to protect lowa’s land, water
and other natural resources for many future
generations.

be successful on th
th

ers to d

serv

Make NAPA

your first stop
when Iookmg for parts!

% equipment, imports and MORE!

Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Sat., 8 a.m. - noon

Quality parts, filters,
accessories, tools & supplies
for cars, trucks, farm

NAPA

AUTO PARTS
563-422-3896

112 E. EIm St., West Union, IA
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Fayette County Contractor Meeting

On March 5, 2015 the Fay-
ette Soil and Water Conservation
District and Fayette County NRCS
Field Office hosted a contractor
meeting to inform and educate our
area contractors. Approximately
18 people attended representing
over a dozen different businesses.
The meeting started with a wel-
come by the Aaron Anderson,
District Conservationist and an
introduction of office employees.
Devin Brincks (the New Federal
Soil Conservation Technician)

By Devin Brincks
presented the changes to the re-
quirements for submitting bills for
cost share projects.

Recently, the Towa Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Land
Stewardship released new guide-
lines for cost share invoices which
was shared in Devin’s presentation.

The meeting continued with
Angie Freilinger-Mohs present-
ing on project specifications and
things contractors need to be look
for. She also talked about what our
office will be requiring for contrac-

7/?. US.Cellular

AUTHORIZED AGENT

tor check outs. Aaron Anderson
then touched on wetland compli-
ance and the regulations for work-
ing around wetlands. Adam Grim
gave a quick update on the Otter
Creek watershed and Iowa Flood
Center projects.

This meeting allowed the field
office and the contractors to have
a discussion on what is expected
with cost share projects and what
needs to be staked and prepared
for contractors before they start.

Fayette SWCD has a box scraper for rent

Thanks to the Friedly family, the district has a box scraper that can
be rented for only $25 a day.
It can be used to repair waterways and rills in fields.
To get on the list to use it, contact Richard Jensen at 563-422-3913 or
563-380-9518 or Bill Bennett at 563-380-9521 or 563-426-5323.

The Buffalo box scraper |*
is designed to be pulled
with 125 to 225 hp trac-
tors. Call Dick Jensen at
(563) 422-3913 or (563)
380-9518 or

Bill Bennett at (563) 380-
9521 or 563-426-5323 to
arrange for use of the box
scraper.

for justa
penny.

Better.
etier.

Start a Shared Connect Plan and get
devices for just a penny each.

Get connected Home Phones,
Mobile Hotspots and Modems for
just a penny each when you sign

up for a Shared Connect Plan with
U.S. Cellular? Visit a U.S. Cellular
store and check out the latest ways
to share your data beyond the

Smartphone.

Home Phone | ZTE Unite™ Il Mobile Hotspot | Huawei Wireless Modem

Anplicable Shared Connect Plan required. New 2-yr. agmt. and $40 act. fee apply.

Independence

Appliance Dllega 1700 316 hve. SE, 313-334-1066

qmpMM

Things we want you {0 know: A

Kansas C

stamers

CALL FOR STORE HOURS.

8. Ceflular Hame Phong

Oelwein
423 S. Frederick Ave., 319-283-3372

West Union
113 East Bradford St, 563-422-8368
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Recognized as a Precision Planting Premier Dealer

It pays to space seeds
with Precision

-

-4

20/20 Row Flow® makes the most of your variable rate
prescriptions - and enhances swath control. eSet® and vSet®
meters make sure that every seed lands where it belongs.
WaveVision™ sees through the dust and debris to make
sure you get accurate counts. And 20/20 SeedSense® with
FieldView™ makes sure you know what's happening in the
trench at all times, so you can keep it all under control.

Come in and secure your Precision spacing tools
TODAY for a maximum yield in 2015!
Ask about managing depth and germination, too. s i—"

We handle a full line of planter and tillage accessories, including:

» Martin® and Yetter Row Cleaners and Closing Wheels

- Schaffert Liquid Fertilizer Equipment

« Seed Disc Openers, Pre-cut Row Unit Drive Chains and
other Row Unit Components

» SmartBox® installation and insecticide accessories

Add
Capability

£
7

5

Delta Force

When your down
force matches field
conditions, you
maintain the right
depth and create
a just-right seed
environment for
maximum yield.

Y

vDrive is a custom planter on each
row. Whatever you need and ask
VDI’IVG of that row happens. Period.

Holthaus Precision Planting, LLC.
Steve & Molly Holthaus
1732 125th Street Ossian, IA 52161
563.419.0707 or 563.532.8935
holthausprecisionplanting@hotmail.com

Holthaus Precision Planting, LLC.

With precise spacing at planting, you'll make more money at harvest.

GRANGER CONSTRUCTION INC.
For AU Nown Earth ’am’d«g Needs

Waterways | Terraces | Ponds | Roadways | Water & Sewer | Site Work

Basements | Septic Systems | Demolition | Snow Removal | Trucking
Gonerete | General Gontracting
Late-Model Equipméﬂ!{nh Experienced Operators

A Family Yeaaition Yor over 60-years

GRANGER CONSTRUCTION INC.
P.0. Box 21 | 300 Armour Sireet | West Union, lowa 52175
hone: 563.422.3598 | e dirtlunatic@mchsi.com

www.grangerconstructionsinc.com

o Tier 4-compliant diesel
engines
+ Easy-to-operate hydrostatic
transmissions
« Comfortable operator station
with color-coded controls
» Optional iMatch™ Quick-
Hitch allows for easy
implement hookup

GM/G6R Seriox
108 <130 hp

SE Series
#5100 hp

% gLls 0000)1
0 o 6 05 T 2,
» Turbocharged PowerTech™ engine
+ Independent 540 PTO
* Multiple tough transmission options
« Category 1 and 2 compatible

04603 +*1,000°" +46,000°"

* Turbocharged PowerTech™ engine

« Choice of transmissions w/creeper option
+ 2WD or MFWD

« Full-frame design for durability

mJOHN DEERE ‘ Bodensteiner Implement

.
www.bodimp.com
Cascade, IA  Clermont, IA Cresco, 1A Decorah,IA  Dyersville, IA
(563) 852-3203 (563) 423-5206 (563) 547-2152 (563) 382-2961 (563) 875-2724

Elkader,IA  Monticello, IA
(563) 245-2470 (319) 465-3515

Oelwein, IA Rowley, IA
(319) 283-4371 (319) 938-2222

New Hampton, IA
(641) 394-3061

Waukon, IA
(563) 568-3463

g | Precision
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Conservation Effects us all...

z ) |

LITTER
ORGANIC MATTER

FREE SOIL
ORGANIC CARBON

: .- CHEMICALLV PROTECTED SOIL [ Aasss INTRA-AGGREGATE SOIL
ORGANIC CARBON ORGANIC CARBON

T.lISSDLVED ORGANIC AND INORGANIC CARBON

We are proud to support the conservation efforts of area farmers
and land owners. Your hard work will help benefit our agricultural
community, while preserving Iowa’s unique ecological heritage.

Our team of employees is specialized
to meet the needs of our customers
and provide expert advice on products,
services and trends throughout our

Agronomy ¢ Energy
Feed & Grain Divisions - a I @
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