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Galen Boles winner of the First Plow Terrace contest is shown in

A GIANT STEP is Taken

Twenty five years ago, the farmers of Mills county
took a giant st forward in agriculture by forming the
Mills County Sm Conservation District. During this time,

n and women have given many hours of
their time in formulating and carcying out one of the
most successful agricultural progrants n the nation. Some
are gone now but others carry on with their strong belief
hat (e Eruareds Otk commully gc vk oo 1t based

our soil and water, To these people we

iedieate his re
I looking back grer the twenty ive years since the
District was organized, i the foresight these
people had in rmaling a sound.(onservation program
azing because most of the basic ideas of erosion and
gully control, education wildlife conservation and eco-
mics remain the same today, Only the methods for do-
P giie Job. Bave' changed:

Who were the people that
Progril minutes of the second official Commission-
ers mccl\ng. hed ‘on my 17, 1941, 1ists the following peo-
ple: (We are sure that many more, not listed, were instru-
Faeatal n bullding the foundation for the District. pro-

ram)
. N. McGrew, J. F. Weati, Jr, and J. M. Stecle, the
first elected District commissioners; Miss Amy Hammers,

drafted the first District

County_Superintendent of Mrs, S. C. Lincols
Home Project Chairman; Ira L. Turner, Farm Bureau
President; J. F. Wearin, Sr,, AAA C Chairman; Mr.

Vierugtz, Vice President, Omaha Production Credit Asse

ciation; B Lack, Area Conservation, SCS; Wi, Speer,
Soil Conservationist, SCS erman, SCS
Conservationist; Walter. Harr Vern Wyant, Allen

n,
¢ Buch, B. F, Buflington, R. . Varner, S

Wortman, Henry
gricultural

C. Lincoln, Sr., and John Longstreet, County
Agent.

Out of this Fredsi ol asey at ekt R vents
during the past 25 The following are just a few
that we thought most Interesting,
1941—Records show that 192 farmers voted on the pro-

posed. Soil Conservation District; 172 tn favor and

20 Spposed.
D, N. McGrew, J. F. Wearin, Jr., Jack Steele were
Slkcioa s e Beat ommmaton

1042-—First coopertor agreements approved (1) V. A: Bur

dt, (3 and 4) 3, ar
\l)mn ones, (6) Georze. Phelys and Tuciid Eheims

Thu first annual plow terrace building contest was

ﬁ s placed on contouring and ferracing
elp farmers increase production {or war time
Hesuis of ST aria weas B0RS Mabs v confauring wod

ft. of terraces.

1943—“More and more farmers are coming to us with

Beginning of construction of the Conaway Structure in
the Mule Creek Watershed — 1955.5

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

ring the past several years, most of our soil
Sur\.xlmn practices have been applied the land with Ilu
assstance of government cox R aritg: Dia-ta: s Tack
ers have been led to helicve that holp
(hc ‘\hlls County Soil and Water Conservation District or
Soil Conservation Service is not available unless
sharing on the project
Mills County District Commissionérs wish to
make it clear that the services of the District and the Soil

Conservation Service are available to any and all who
requcsl them.

also wish to take this opportunity (o commend
the fatmers of Mills County on thew fine re £ soil
conservation application sinee ¢ et wis ozganized,
fwenty.five years ago. The folloy more

important sccomplishments npmmu faieing 1965 and otal
o date. However, we are quick o point out that many
\ihor practices, such as contouring, érop residu use, con-

by MILLS COUNTY;

their problems asking us for advice and

assistance, realizing apparently that w

have a program which is for their bene-
fit.”

s placed on training farm-
& out contour lines, Eighty-
Tio were sulliciently trained and pre-
sented diplomas. Test plots were estab-
lished for crested wheat grass, brome-
gus.‘ canadian wild rye and orchard

Fierest in ey increased great-
Iy due 1 “Mills County Method of
\v.uurwny ‘Constriiction” which was de-
R. W. Jones, SCS Techni-

mu_xsoo wlemlrd the third SW Iowa mow
Building Contest held o .
coll

Stoltbostd. “Dlows and dise tillers are
the sceepted method of terrace con-

strue
1945—John mm- published and distributed, throughout
e nation, a leaflet showing the “Mills County
\|Lllm<l of Terrace Construction.” Mills County was

the five winners in the Omaha World-Herald
Co ( 5t
One thousand fifteen of the 1500 Mills County
farms complsted same, type of conservation prac-
tice during the yeas
1946—NMills County was host to the National Plow Ter-
race Building Contes
The Malve r Leader, Farm Bureau and Soil Con-
rvation District cooperated in. sponsoring the
Ahis County Farm 1o
year of disastrous floods ‘during the month of
June, followed by prolonged d
A timated 52,475 ac. of erops wcn- destroyed by
erosion and flooding in Mills Cous
avings Bask published the
to Open a Soil Savings

booklet, “It's Time

“During e year e have enjoyed m;mlmul co0p-
n with Hammers, the Ce ly Superin-

s
IB{I’L—Thc’ momh mile of h‘rr‘\u! were built in Mills
McGrew _accompanicd the _rural
Sohoal teachess to_ the" SO Camservatioh. EXgerk
mental Farm near Clarinda and was much impress.
ed with their intelligent nterest in what was shown

them there.
1949—On Sept 949, Operation-Conservation took
phu ml Vhl' ‘Eurel Anderson farm. When lh
ished, there \\tw \IX and one half mi
u ays, 38 acres xcedcd l\l
brome-aiflfa, and 478 Fous of contour fences. AD
ai tour of the county was sponsor
o Club and

funds available to Soil Districts for the first time.
—Emphasis was placed on good land use, Warren
Gregory, one of the first cooperators o adapt and
ply a o program, reported
an average corn yield of 1175 bu. per acre for his
entire acreage of corn.
Everolt T. Winter, Vice President, Misissippi Val-
ley Assoclation was quoted: It would take an e
mous factory Tocated.in Mills County 19, ereate. o
croased Purchasing power of the people living wils
in Mills County equal to L program
of the Mills County Soil Conseryation Dater bas
already created.”
1851—The Emerson State Bank cosponsored a field day
rmuu, for Profit" on the Fredrick Larson farm
60% of the farms in the county continue to have
SOI Lowtes 0t 20, tont pen seme o peant
Wﬁﬂfﬂnrﬂ of this year brought one of the most disas-
trous floods in 74 years to the Missouri River bot-

servation. cropping aystems, rotation meadows, pasture
plant ovation, wildlife habitat development,
Plos many oth s have also played an important part
rvation land
ACCDMPLISNMENYS

1965 To Date
New Cooperators
Busle Farm Plags 5 1%
Plan:
Planned (nn;n-rnlm Contacts.
Grassed Waterw
Ficld Drainage Diteh

nn.vmm.
Strueture
Terraces

Tree Planting
Tours, Talks, Exhibits, Conlest
Services Provided on Conservation

Ac.
No.

nning & Application. BO:
d Owners & Operators u]:pl)- 2
ing one or more practices 128

foreword.....

Once again it is a pleasure o present our re-
port of accomplishments for the Mills County Soil
Conservation District, We are cspecially proud of
the that 1966 will mark the 25th anniversary
of your District, Even though this report ) intended
{0 Yellcet the progeds for 1065, e thought it best
to point out the 25th year of service before it
passes.

Many interesting events have happened during
the past twenty-five years to influence the soil con-
servation program in the District and we thought
it would be interesting to include some of them as
a part of this report.

Ve hiave often mentioned the <Progressive
armers of Mills County” and s a good example,
you will notice in the list of accomplishments. that
5 feet of terraces were |\u|l( III 1965 Records
.now that a little over 40% of ¢ aces were

the new cuband.hil o bénch Iype {orraces. This

is an excellent example of! progross considering the
short period of time they hav

/ou will also notice that. free planting was
added 1o our list of accomplishments. The eighteen

acres planted in 1965, doubled the
.unmmh planted in tie District during_previous
uch of the crediti is given to Ben Howles,

new D(drll( lm('\hr with the State Conserva-
ommission
Creek Watershed progress is still being
made ata qu actory rate. To date, fourteen struc:
tuces have beer completd and two from the 1063
contract remain e spring of
1966, It is planned that all of the remaining upland
structures, including three road structures, bo com-
pleted in 1966, This will leave the large 85 acre
lake, & small soud strocture and dredging of the
dnm\LL‘ ditch to complete the project. The tenta.
date for completion was originally set for 1070
»1,‘1).‘:7x looks at the preseat. time like it will be elther
or

fo be completed

k Watershed Diractor ding the gro
ony — 1963, Carl Gre n, "Albert s.mman, e
Bl% i Downing and Doneid Delashmott:

ms. The crest of flood occurred on April 19th, at

5 igher
n in the past 80 g
Sems made application through the
Land Hestoration Program for assistance in

PMA
damage. Total cost of restoration

repairing food
was $2

The Distiet adopted a new policy of progressiva
planning whercby the farmer became 3 cooperalor
immediately upon. application for District " asist

an
1'S. Congress approved the Male Creck Watershed
watersheds in the
ule Creek Pilot \\Jb.r:!u:d was
started April 7th. The 5,000 mile of terrsces jn
il County was constricted on the Marjorie Kay-
acin, managed by Rew Burgoin
Mills County District was selected a5 a repeat win
ner in the World-Herald Soil Conservation Recog-
nition contest.
1955—Severe drought canditions cut comn yields for the
county to about 2 er acre.
Mills County saw its first irrigation of croj
The Soil Conséreation District was recogaized by
the State Soil Conservation Office as hc\n one of
the leading Districts in lowa for terrace construc
tion and first in acres of grassed waterw
ATl longeh mavie, “With Our Own, Hands,” was
made in the Mule Creek Watershed by the' Allis-
Chalmers Company
1056—Dale Harper, Implement Dealer at Glenwood was
awarded a certificate for g the outstanding im-
plement dealer of the )t‘ll' m MJI) and Water Con-
servation.
The flood control structures i Male Creek were
completed in Septem
1057—Barbary Nyren and "Carolyn Dashner, represented
@ Mills District in the * rr
K‘ﬂnl"\l Miss Dashner also wnn Ihc regional con
test.

e
Dallas Me!
District Commissioner”
19:

Grew was elected as the “Outstanding
in the state of lowa for

Pony Creek Watershed began to organize.
1858 —Three hundred ninotecn miles of terraces were
constructed during the ¥
veral farmers fiom Pony (n-.-h slang with Dale
Lincoln went o Des Moines o pr eir case
for'a watershed under P.L. 566.
1060—In September, the District cosponsored a cut and

PERSONNEL

District Commissioners for the last twenty-five years
were:
D. N. McGre 2o 19411961
J.F. Wearin Jr. . 9411957
Jack Steele . . A
8. C. Lincoln §r. .
Albert \\uvhhnru 2 B 957-
Lincol o S b v e AN GRY
Myron Jnm»s .. . 1861
DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS
Albert Washburn 4 Chairman

Commissioner
Commissioner
Rew Burgol oin Assistant Commissioner
Carl J. Gre Assistant Commissioner
USD.A. SOIL coNsEnvA'noN SERVICE PERSONNEL
Keith Glandon rvisary Soil Conservationist
mvxd Breitbach oil Conservation
Soil Conservation Technie
Soll Conseryation Technician
STATE PERSONNEL
rry Stevens ¥
deth Powles
AREA S5.C.S. PERSONNEL ASSISTING
Ted Pawlowski Area Conseryationist
Howard Hall 3 Area oer

Dale Lincoin

State Aid
Clerk

Lewis Clark . Area Soil Seientist
Blanche Oline 6 Area Clerk
Phyliss Curry Area Clerk

Al terrace demonstration on the Eurel Anderson
mﬂlv}'»nv Creck Watershed was approved for construe-

Waibonsie Creelc Watershed bogan to organize.
Senator Bourke Hickenlooper and Congressman
en Jensen spoke at the commissionars banquet.
vards" were presented to
F. Wearin, Jr. Dallas McGrew and J, M. Steele.
i

5
1962—Waubonsie Creek application was. ap-
proved by the atershed Commi
1963—Construction b the Por eck Watershed,
District (mmummnm comletely rovised the Dis:
eram and Work Plan to reflect up-to-date
policies and ideals.
1964—Duane Sell was named the Outstanding Soil Con-
servation District Caoperator represent the District
i A
A seed increase plot: of x-mmm
plished on the Myran Jone
strict cospontored the regional Queen of
Gonsersation_ Conte

Crownvetch was
rm.

This brings us ar 1965. Durin

e District Commissioners have ‘stressed complete
ervation programs on every farm through feld appli-
rvation Farm Plans, Heavy rains through-
out the year pointed up the fact that soil erosion is still

a major problem in Mills County. It is estimated that
many untreated fields lost from 20 to 40 tons of soil per
acre.

e District also distributed Soil cnmmmnn Week
astaAIe i many of the county chure
rs paid their et o\tHe State and
lon of Soil and Water. Conservation Dis.

National Associ
iets.

Sonsared a soil su exhibit at the County Fair.

Harvey Bolte was named as the outstanding Soil Con-
servation Cooperator in the Des Moines Register and Trib-
une Contest

Dale Lincoln was reclected to a 6 year ferm a
missioner, Contract for Part IV, Pony Creek \Valrrslmd
s 'i ded to the Casey and Palmer Const. Ham-
burg, To

rolyn Hilton and Sherry Hurst represented the Dis-
triet 10 the regional Queen of Conservation conte
investization for cost benefifs were made
in the Wauhorsio Creek watershe

Mrs. Dale Kline was sponsored by the District to
attend the Fall Conservation Workshon Conforence for
Teachers, held at the 4-H camp at Madrid, Towa.

ange in office personnel was made when Law-

‘tom_his position as Farm Planner
a { by Jerry Stevens

The District Commissioners wish to take this oppor-
tunity to thank the many people and’ organizations that
have helped us in carrving out another vear of successful
conservation, Special thanks %o to the U. S. Soil Conser-
yation Service Mills County Agricultural Stabilization and
Consery fills County Extension Service,
Farm Hnme \l|m\n|4r1'l(‘n Pony Creek watershed board
a e district, Waubonsie Creek watershed board,
il Con: y Conservation Board, Mills County Board of
Sunervisors, Glenwood Ovinion Tribune, Malvern Leader,
Mule Creek board of trustees, the Vocational Agricaltural
Departments, State Soil Conservation Committee and
many others too numerous to ment|

Tyice. 1

FINANCIAL REPORT

1964-1965 STATE BUDGET

1M Fund
ommigsioners expenses .§ 13777
Supplie: 84.57
Printing 100.00
o emonstration 3832
Office Expense 6190

2M Fund
Technical Assistance - STUTI2
ical Assistance z

ate Retirement 00
Federal Retirement 18849
Total Disbursed . $5995.75

REVOLVING FUNI
(M;

D
Balance on hand, Jan, 1, 1 alvern Bank). $ 78755
- 400.00

Time Certificate (Mincola Ban)
Time ¢ falvern Bank)
Land Own ributions
i ecients 1A fund
Interest on Time Certificates
Total Cash on hand and receipts. $2287.28
ISBURSEMENTS
Qffice supplies, postage, equipment . 11202
tilit 16,00
B <\x|>~rm-nnn~ donations 175.00
Posters, contest 800
Fiold supphies sod Sgiim cnt 6.06
1 47.00
permits & (-m:mcnm . 7800
Tuition for Tedcher to Conservation Cam 25.00
Total dishursements wn$ 49708
Time ¢ tes (Malvern hank) 400.00
Time Cert Otincola b 40000
Balance cash on ha o6 990.20
Total $2287.28




