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loosa where he majored in 
business administration. He 
w a s named "Outstanding 
Young Farmer" in 1966 by 
the Eldora Jaycees ahd is 
chairman of the board of 
trustees of the First Baptist 
Church in Eldora. He also 
serves as a rnernber of_Pine 
Lake Planrung Group 23. 

Ray's wife, Betty, is em­
ployed at the Eldora Commu:­
n i t y Eiementary School 
where she is director of the 
learning materials center. 
She also is a graduate of Wil­
liam Penn College and is 
presently working toward a 
master's degree in library sci­
ence through the University 
of Northern Iowa. 

For the past six years, 
Mrs. McDowell has presented 
material at the conservation 
teachers' fall workshop at the 
State 4-H camp near Madrid 
and has developed a bib­
liography of conservation 
aids for teachers. She was 
director of an outdoor con­
servation program for ed­
ucationally deprived children 
at Camp River Side near 
Steamboat Rock in 1968 and 
was chairman of the outdoor 
conservation program for 2,-
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The McDowells · and their two children, Mark, 12, and Margaret Annette, 10, look 
over Margaret's butterfly collection. 

000 students at the 1968 Con- A ~THUR MeDOWEU.., 87, Iowa Assrieiatton ot·"Sbll 
servation Field Days. ts secretary-treasurer and servation District Commis-

Mrs. McDowell received general manager of the Pow- sioners, the Iowa chapter of 
the American Association for eshiek Mutual Insurance As- the Soil Conservation Society 
Conservation Information sociation. Recently he ob- of America, Iowa State Uni­
Aw~rd in 19~4 and the W~T served his fortieth anniversa- "ersity Extension Service, the · 
Station~ Soil Conservation ry with the firm. He also is a Iowa Conservation Education 
Award m 1968. member of the boards of di- . Council, and the . State De-

She has been a First Bap- rectors of . Iowa Mutual Tor- . partment of Agriculture •. · 
tist Church Sunday School n~d Insurance Co. and Mere- R e g i o n !1 I wi.nners, an-
teacher for several years and . 0 

• • nounced earlier, Will be hon-, 
is currently Sunday School dith Pubhshmg Co. . ored at banquets during the 
superintendent for the junior Mrs. Arthur McDowell. IS coming weeks.. Those sched-
high section. ac~ive in work of the .First . uled so .. far by co~ty soll 

. Fnends Church of Grmnell conservation district commis-
Both ·of the McDowell chil- and the G e n e r a 1 Hospital 

dren have 4-H projects and Auxiliary. She also is assist­
are active in ci:mrch youth ing with preparation for World . 
groups. Margaret plays the Community Day, which will 

piano and clarinet and Mark be sponsored by C h u r c h 
plays the trombone. 'Yomen Unite~ on Nov. 7. 

The McDowells have an at- 'fi!E IOWA Soil Conserva­
tractive farm home which tion Achievement Awards 
was extensively remodeled program, now in its 
and enlarged in 1967. Mrs. seventeenth year, is adminis-
McDowell was the "chief ar- tered by' Wilson T. Moon, 
chitect" of the remodeling state conservationist for the 
project. SCS, and William H. Greiner, 

The McDowells farrow 450 director of the State Soil Con-
to 500 pigs annually and servation Committee. The 
maintain an Angus herd of 30 agencies they serve are co-
cows. Future plans call for sponsors of the-program. 
expansion of the Angus herd. Other co-sponsors are the 

sioners are: 
Iowa County: Oct. 15, at 

6:30 p.m. in Presbyterian 
Church, Marengo. 

Van Buren County: Nov. 13 
at 7 p.m. in Roberts Me­
morial Building, Keosauqua. 

Buena Vista County: Nov. 
17 (details not completed). · 

Cass County: Nov. 18 (de­
tails not completed). 

Allamakee CountY: Nov. 19 
at 6:30p.m. at First Presby-' 
terian Church, Waukon. 

Hardin County: Dec. 3 at 
6:30p.m. at St. Mary's Par· ., 
ish Center, Eldora. · 



Ray and Betty McDowell with "Babe." 
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Ray McDowell shows his parents the tanks where water run-off is ~easured and checked for pesticide residues. 
I . 

State Soil ,Award· to 
By James R. McGuire 

(Editor of Farm and Home Register) 

ELDORA, lA. - The Ray 
McDowell family of El-

dqra and Mr. and Mrs. Ar­
thur McDowell of Grinnell 
were named Saturday as wiJ1.­
ners of the 
1969 S t a t e .-=--m; 
C o nservation 
Farm Family · 
Award. 

This is the failii!I!BEM 
highest honor bestowed annual­
ly under the Iowa Soil Conser­
vation Achievement Award 

Program, which is sponsored 
by the Des Moines Register and 
Tribune and the Iowa Farm 
and Home Register in co-op­
eration with conservation and 
· educational agencies. 

Selection of the state aw~rd 
winner is based on out­
standing aceomplishments in 
soil and water conservation 
as well as family participa­
tion and leade·rship in com­
munity and church affairs. 

Ray McDowell, 38, and his 
wife, Betty, 37_, who farm 280 

acres of land one ;mile east of 
Eldora, have two children, 
Mark, 12, and Margaret An­
nette, 10. 

The farm, which is owned 
by Ray's parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Arthur McDowell, was 
one of four · farms featured at 
the 1968 Conservation Field 
Days. 

Half of the farm lies in the 
Lower Pine Lake Watershed 
and all run-off from this land 
is controlled by over three 
miles of seeded-backslope ter­
races, 28 water control struc-

t'ures and over 7,000 feet of 
tile. 

The remainder of the farm 
has 400 feet of tetraces and 
two water control structures. 
At present, 104 acres of crop­
land are protected by seed-· 
ed-backslope, bench-type ter­
races. 

'A water run-off experiment 
is being conducted on the 
McDmyell farm by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture's 
·agricultural research serv­
ice. 

In the experiment, all of 
the water run-off from a 

nine-acre area drains into 
'tanks at a check-point. After 
each run-off producing rain, 
the water is measured and 
checked for fertilizer, herbi­
cide and pesticide residues. 

The McDowells will be hon­
ored at a recognition banquet 
at St. Mary's Parish Center 
in Eldora at 6:30p.m. Dec. 3. 
Hosts for this event are offi­
cials of the Hardin Soil Con­
servation District who have 
played a major role in get­
ting conservation measures 
adopted on the McDowell 
f~rm and other farms in the 
district. 

The district commissioners 
are Carroll Hobson, Eldora, 
chairman; Caleb Knutson, 
Radcliffe; and Kermit White­
head, New Providence. Rep-

resenting the U.S. Soil Con­
servation Service (SCS) in 
t h e district are Charles 
M c C a r t y , · district con~ 

servationist; Earl Griffith, 
s o i 1 conservationist, · and 
D e a n e Miller, soil · con­
servation technician. 

RAY McDOWELL is a 
"town boy" who got the 

farming bug while spending 
summer vacations on a farm 
owned by his grandfather, the 
late R. J. Hadley of New 
Providence. · 

Ray decided to g9 into 
farming shortly before he 1 

was discharg~d from the · 
army and wh~n his parents 
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