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Twenty-Five Years Of .Service 

To Soil And Water Conservation 



Burling ton Iowa 
Banks 

We congratulate the Des Moines County Sotl Conservation District 
and the Soi I Conservation Service on the good progress toward 
putting every acre to its best use and the saving of our soil, our 
greatest resource. 

Burlington Bank 
& Trust Company 

a 
• 

FARMERS & MERCHANTS filii BANK & TRUST 
BURLINGTON. IOWA 

National Bank 
BURLINGTON. IOWA 

Each deposit insured to $20,000 in FDIC 
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KEEP THIS REPORT 
These are addresses and phone numbers of contractors and business firms 
throughout Des Moines County that can be of service to you. 

THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE DES MOINES COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION 
DISTRICT URGE YOU TO PATRONIZE THESE ADVERTISERS who have in-
dicated an interest in you and your soil conservation efforts. 

BURLINGTON Page Page 
B & M Construction 25 Eland Insurance 22 
Burlington Banks 2 Farm Service Co. 23 
Burlington Federal 38 Mack Truck (Nelson Bros.) 22 
Duval Construction 13 Mediapolis Bank 36 
Gustafson Dairy 10 Schrock Lumber 15 
International Harvestor 26 Whipple Construction 16 
Iowa Southern Utilities 18 Wilson Insurance 18 
Long Creek Conservation 31 
L uecking Tire 6 MORNING SUN MacDonald's Feed 18 
Raid Quarries 6 Springsteen Tiling 6 

Turner Seed Store 39 Weber Implement 33 

BELLE PLAINE NEW LONDON 

Funk Bros. Seed 28 Al Heckenberg Construction 15 
Leitch Construction 15 

DANVILLE 
Danville Bank 28 OAKVILLE 
Farm Service Co. 23 Oakville Elevator 32 
Morrison Trucking 28 M & 0 Farm Store 8 

DES MOINES SPERRY 
Levtne Pipe Co. 11 Linder Landscaping 14 
Pioneer Seed Corn 10 

IOWA CITY 
WAPELLO 

Advanced Drainage Systems 24 Eastern Iowa Utilities 32 
Livestock Auction 32 

KINGSTON 
Farmers Union Mercantile 39 WINFIELD 
Farmers Grain Dealers Assn. 26 Allgood Construction 30 

Hillyard Implement 29 
LETTS 
Kemp & Son Construction 14 WEST BURLINGTON 

MT. PLEASANT 
Ideal Concrete 10 

Federal Land Bank Assn. 39 
Kinney Construction 22 

Waters Implement Co. 9 
West Burlington Bank 8 
Woodall Construction 12 

MT. UNION WEVER 
Hazen Farm Supply Back 

Farm Equipment 26 
MEDIAPOLIS 
Allworth Lumber 14 YARMOUTH 
D. M. Co. Mutual Insurance 16 Kaser Constr. Co. Quarries 34 
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Dedication 

To all those pioneering leaders of the soil conserva-

tion district movement~ who have generously given of 

t heir time and talents to advance the principles of 

good land use in Des Moines County between 1946 and 

19?1~ we sincerely dedicate this twenty-fifth annual 

r eport of the district. 

Pi<'flll'l'd art' past distrid con11nissiont-rs who gathered at the district awards 
dimwr in No,·ember. TIH'Y are: Harold Yohe, Hugh Jamison, C. E. Pilling, 
t:ngene S<~hulte, Edwin Cling, Walter Ey•·e, Theodo•·e Berning and Homer Wood­
wa•·d. l Tnable to attend were Noah Schrock, Arthur Corman and Howard Giesel­
man, who is now serving as commissioner in Louisa District, and deceased 
<"Oillmissioners John Blaul and Kenneth Rt>dfel'll. 
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FROM THE Dl STRICT COMMISSIONERS 

A lot of changes have come about in 1970. Our legislators had already pro­
vided us with two more members for the district board, so our biennial elec­
tion found us electing three men in place of one. The two remaining members 
certainly welcomed the addition of Bill Vierling, Albert Schulz and s. S. Bar­
ton to our force. 

We will be needing all the cooperative help we can ge~ now that we are work­
ing with everyone in Des Moines County. The legislature also brought this 
about. A new law has added the urban areas to our district, so we can now 
render our valuable service to all land users. You no longer have to be a farm­
er. 

It is our intent, as we move into the expanded program of working with all 
kinds of land users, to continue and improve our work with farm problems. 
The SCS has made changes in their approach to land use problems which will 
help us meet the new demand that is expected. 

Environment, Pollution and Ecology have become important words in 1970. 
The district is proud to have been in the forefront of the battle against pol­
lution and for a better environment for the last twenty five years. We sin­
cerely hope that the next quarter of a century of district action will bring soil 
losses under control and provide a continuing fine place for man to live. 

Chairman, Henry Dockendorff 

Left to right: S. S. Barton, Henry Dockendorff, William Vierling, Rex Troute, 
Albert Schulz. 

-5-



T 
I 
L 
E 

D 
R 
A 
I 
N 

LUECKING'S 
TIRE & BATTERY SERVICE 

GATES CAR AND TRUCK TIRES 

FIRESTONE TRACTOR & IMPLEMENT TIRES 

BURLINGTON, IOWA PHONE 752-3312 

Kenneth Springsteen 

c 
0 
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R 
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0 
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• Field Tile •Waterway Tile • Terrace Tile 
•Installation of Terrace Outlet Pipes 

•Backfilling & Backhoe Work 
• Plastic Drainage Tubing 

Work Done To SCS and ACP Specifications 

Morning Sun, Iowa Phone 868-4156 

Raid Quarries Corp. 
Three Convenient Locations To Serve You Better 

e Heinold Quarry - Danville 

e Sullivan Slough Quarry - Burlington 

e Mediapolis Quany - Mediapolis 

Ph. 392-4501 

Ph. 7'52-4425 

Ph. 39l-:H85 

Burl. , Ia.- Room 217 F & M Bank Bldg.- Ph. 752-6388 
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OUR OFFICE STAFF SERVES MANY 

Kenneth Grant, administrator of the USDA Soil Conservation Service has 
sounded the keynote for the 1970's as he pointed out to SCS people that "we 
must learn to live with change". 

As we close out this year, we hear continued rumblings of more drastic changes 
to come. Meantime, the Burlington work unit has continued to go through 
more personnel changes. 

Conservation Technician Harry Bryant, who for four years has done outstand­
ing work in the field, has gone back to Western Illinois University to complete 
his degree in Agronomy. Taking off the first months for winter quarter, Harry 
returned for spring and summer to help greatly in training his replacement 
on the job. 

After his graduation in spring of 1971, Harry will be qualified to advance in 
the soil conservation service as a district conservationist. We are pleased 
to have had the talent of such a devoted conservationist working for us these 
past years. 

Oren Champ, who has served the service as an engineering technician for twenty 
years, joined our staff in April to take on the duties of conservation techni­
cian. Oren has adapted rapidly to the situation in Des Moines District. He 
has spent many days and weeks surveying engineering projects around here 
as he worked out of the Fairfield Area office. 

The Champ family consists of Oren and his wife, Dorothy, who has joined him 
here, and their daughter, Sherry, a nurse in Fairfield. Sherry helps main­
tain the old homestead while the Champs reside in West Burlington. 

Back row: Harry Bryant, Mildred Kleinkopf. Front row: Oren Champ, Ralph 
Dewey. 
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The District Conservationist remains the same, as Ralph Dewey directs the 
activities of our staff. Ralph points out, however, that "change" is now a way 
of life in soil conservation work. Our new responsibilities in resource con­
servation planning have brought about a whole new look in the land use planning 
business. 

Working with other land users besides farmers means gearing our thinking 
to many disciplines of work that are new to us. The planning program of the 
district expects to increase in volume among agricultural users as well as to 
take on the new resource planning activities. 

Our district clerk, Mildred Kleinkopf continues to make sure that reports are 
in on time and that our work is well recorded. 

A struggle with illness kept her down early in 1970, but she has maintained 
the office in "better than ever"- shape since her return. Most people do not 
realize the importance of having a dynamic and efficient secretary to keep the 
program rolling. 

The Area SCS staff has undergone considerable change also. Longtime area 
engineer Marion Clark retired after a lifetime of conservation engineering. 

Replacing Marion has been the job of two engineers. Tom Brown returns to 
the area from northern Iowa, and Richard Rovang, a recent ISU graduate is 
assistant area engineer now. 

The district is grateful for the assistance and guidance of the area staff under 
area conservationist John Eckes and the work unit staff under district con­
servationist Ralph Dewey. 

West Burlington Savings Bank 

WEST BURLINGTON, IOWA 

Member of the F .D.I.C. ---- FuH Service Banking 

Phone 7-54-7501 

M & 0 Farm Store 
"A complete line of Purina Feeds" 

• Health Products • Pride Of The Farm 
• Bulk Bins • Hog Carriers 

JAMES PERDELWITZ 
Oakville, Iowa Ph. 761-3601 
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DISTRICT AND SCS STAFF 
DES MOINES COUNTY SCD PERSONNEL 

Henry Dockendorf!, Danville 
William Vierling, Mediapolis 

Rex H. Troute, Burlington 

s. S. Barton, Mediapolis 

Albert Schulz, Burlington 

Harold Linder, Sperry 

Horace Sutton, Burlington 

Mrs. Mildred Kleinkopf 

Sandy Hedges 

Chairman 
Commissioner 

Vice-Chairman 

Com missioner 
Commissioner 

District Secretary 

District Treasurer 

District Clerk 

Advertising Manager 

SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE PERSONNEL 
BURLINGTON WORK UNIT STAFF 

Ralph E. Dewey 

Oren Champ 

Harry N. Bryant 

John Eckes 

Margaret Dickey 

L. Dale Lockridge 

Marton Clark 

Tom Brown 

Stan S 1m mons 

Richard Rovang 

Charles Kiepe 

District Conservationist 

Conservation Technician 

.Conservation Technician (part tim·~) 

ARE A EIGHT STAFF 
Area Conservationist 

Area Clerk 

Area Soil Scientist 

Area Engineer (retired) 

Area Engineer 

Engineer Technician 

Area Engineer 

Soil Scientist 

~L__ ~ 
Waters Implement Company 

1 
~ 1 

Heider, Owatonna, Roof, MAX-ATV 
~HND··~ 

with us .. Service IS a profession- Not a sideline 

Rt. 5, Box 43A 
Mt. Pleasant, Iowa 52641 Phone(319)38~2626 
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High Quality • Wide Selection 

Top Performance • Unmatched Service 

@. 
PIONEERe 

CORN, SORGHUM, ALFALFA 

PIONEER SEED DIVISION 

Des Moines, Iowa 50308 

See Or Call Your Pioneer Seed Salesman -
Turner's Seed Store, Burlington 
Martin Beckman, Sperry 

Roger Parrott, Danville 
Pearl Enke, New London 

Leonard Schweitzer, New London Lee Johnson, Wever 

Theo Mohrfeld, West Point 

Compliments of 

Gustafson Bros. Dairy 
Wholesale and Retai I Oi stri butors of 

Dairy Products 
We Have Been Conserving the Health 

of Our Customers in the Burlington Area for 50 Years 
Burlington, Iowa 

Radio 
Dispatched 
Trucks 

845 Jefferson Street 

IDEAL CONCRETE CO. 
THE MODERN WAY TO POUR BETTER 

CONCRETE 

Ready-Mix Co,ncrete 
Donald Chicken, President 
West Burlington, Iowa 

2880 Rear Mt. Pleasant St. 
Phone 752-8471 
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TWENTY SIX YEARS OF DISTRICT SERVICE 
Horace Sutton, Jr., became district treasurer in December 1949, at about 
the first time the district received funds to watch over. This was when the 
State first appropriated expense funds for districts. Since that time, Horace 
has served the district in taking care of funds raised locally as well as those 
provided by the state. (See Financial Report, page 20). Always a strong. sup­
porter for district activities, Horace has earned the sincere thanks of the com­
missioners for twenty years of dedicated service. 
Harold Linder has served as disti'ict secretary since October 1964. His ac­

. curate recording of our district activities has been a job well done. Con­
gratulations and thanks to Harold. 

it's LEVCO for all 

METi Lv~~ F~ 
• Corrugated Metal Culverts • Anti-Seep Collars 

• Diaphragms • Risers • Elbows 
• Hooded Inlets • Crosses, Wyes, Tees 

• Laterals • Reducers 
Fabricated in compliance with all government specifications and available in steel 
and aluminum. plain or bituminous asphalt coated-custom design and fabrication 
of unique structures is our specialty! You're invited to see the unexcelled coating 
facilities at our Des Moines plant. Send us your inquiries. 

FAST, FAST SERVICE 
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CONSERVATION WORK 

BULLDOZERS-SCRAPERS 

CONTACT 

FRANK E. WOODAll 
CONSERVATION CONTRACTOR 

FOR 

WATERWAYS 
TERRACING 
PASTURE RENOVATION 

752-7792 

Washington Road 
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CLEARING 
POND BUILDING 
BACKHOE 

West Burlington 



DES MOINES COUNTY EXTENSION SERVICE 

The district works in many ways to cooperate with agencies interested in en­
vironmental development. The county extension service is one such agency. 

While the district is concerned mainly with sound land use, we are aware that 
we must always deal with that greatest of all resources, the land user. De­
veloping human resources is the big job of extension. Their concern with get­
ting people involved is a great asset to the soU conservation effort. 

This year we have had the pleasure of welcoming two new staff members to 
tbe Extension family. Judy Freed has become the Home Economist for Des 
Moines and Henry counties, and Vena Dyer is working on special youth pro­
jects and in nutrition. 

County Extension Director, Jim Hodges acts as Rural Development Chairman 
among his many activities,. Les Schoffelman represents extension on the dis­
trict education council, while workllig on youth programs. 

DUVAL CONSTRUCTION 

LAND CLEARING AND EARTH MOVING 

Burlington, Iowa R.R. 2 Phone: Kingston 862-6297 
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LANDSCAPE PLANTING 
Windbreaks - Pond Plantings - Wildlife plots - Hedges 

Nut --- Fruit, & Shade Trees 
General Nursery Stock --- Lawn Grading & Seeding 

Fertilizing, Service Work & Homes for birds 

Bluebird Hill Nursery Service 
Harold Linder 

Sperry, Iowa Phone Dodgeville 388-2415 

Bob Hemp & San 
BULLDOZER AND DRAGLINE WORK 

For Your Bulldozing & Dragline Needs 

Also 

- Concrete Structures -

Reasonable Rates ---- Free Estimates 

Call 

Kemp & Son Construction 
Letts, Iowa Phone 726-3941 

ALLWORTH - LUMBER CO. 

Quality Building Material, Paint and Glass 

Maplewood Park Sub-Division 
Building lots available to suit your needs 

Mediapolis, Iowa Phone 394-3195 
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AI Heckenberg 
All Types of Earth Moving 

Land Clearing 

Free Estimates 

New London, Iowa Phone 367-2607 

- Any Kind Of Dirt Moving -
Farm ponds- Waterway wo.rk -Terraces 

Clearing - Fence row cleaning - Field Tile Repair 

Basement Digging 

Driveway Rock - Fill Sand 

R. L. LEITCH & SONS 
RR New London, Iowa Res. Phone 367-5556 Mobile Phone 385-3572 

SCHROCK LUMBER 
Complete Building Service 

-Specializing in Pole Barns -

Tiling Supplies Hardware Supplies 

Building Materials-Sherwin Williams Paint 

Mediapolis, Iowa Phone 394-3964 
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l.M. Whipple 

Bulldozing and Scraper Work 
Conservation of All Kinds 

• Ponds • Erosion Control Dams 

• Terraces • Surface Drainage 

• Diversions • Waterways 

Brush Di scing & Pasture Renovation 

All work meets SCS and ACP specifications 

Mediapolis, Iowa Phone 394-3363 

Soil Conservation Protects Your Land 

County Mutual Insurance Protects Your Farm 

See Your Neighbor - The County Mutual Agent 

Des Moines County 

Mutual Insurance Assn. 

Robert Dodds, Danville 
Willis DeSpain, Mediapolis 

Dan Scott, Burlington 

AGENTS 
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J. Kermit Eland, Mediapolis 
James J. Roth, Mt. Pleasant 

Jack Roth, Burlington 



OUTSTANDING CONSERVATIONISTS HONORED 
Nineteen Seventy was a great year for awards to Des Moines County con­
servation farmers. 

On November 4, 1970, the commissioners, co-sponsored by Burlington, Dan­
ville and Mediapolis banks held the annual recognition banquet to honor our good 
cooperators. Featured at this affair was presentation of awards from the 
Iowa Farm and Horne Register by Editor Don Muhrn of Des Moines. 

Jim Howell, John Seymour, Harold Yohe and Dwight Stucker accept awards 
earned in the 1970 Soil Conservation Achievement Award Program. Stucker 
accepted for A. M. Wagner. 

Master of Ceremonies S. S. Barton prepares the audience with a bit of light­
hearted humor about speaker Don Mubm, farm editor of the Des Moines RegistPr 
and Tribune and co-sponsor of the awards program. Muhm entertained tht> 
crowd with an intriguing illustrated talk of his experiences on farms bt>hind 
the Iron Curtain ii1 Germany. 
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Insurance 
Income tax 

Real Estate 
Notary Public 

WILSON AGENCY 

Evan Wilson 

Mediapolis, Iowa 
Phone 394-3733 

Helen Wilson 

Dr. MacDonald's 
Vitamized Feed 

"VY -TAB·O-LATOR" 

Complete Line of Livestock Products 

"It's the Finish That Counts" 

DAVE ST£WART BURLINGTON 
752-7224 

When Time Is Moneyl 

209 N. 3rd 

Electric 

farm equipment 
pays for itself 

Iowa Southern 
Utilities Company 

Burlington, Iowa Ph . 754-65 I 1 
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.. . and THE WINNERS ARE ... 
The annual contest sponsored by the Des Moines Register and Tribune is divid­
ed into three classes. The owner-operator division was represented by Harold 
Yohe of Mediapolis. The tenant-owner division found the winner in JohnSey­
mour who farms the Frances Cook farm near Danville. And the new cooper­
ator division was won by the 
A. M. Wagner farm, Dick 
Mapel, operator, ofDanville._ 

These three entries from 
Des Moines district compet­
ed for regional awards with 
twelve other southeast Iowa 
counties . In regional corn­
petition our district carn e 
near to a clean sweep as 
the Cook and Wagner farms 
were chosen best fo r their 
divisions. The Yohe farm 
was beaten out by the sweep­
stakes winner for the entir e 
region, which carne from 
Davis County. 

These folks were honored at 
our Mediapolis meeting Nov­
ember 4th, and the two re­
gional winners received add­
itional awards at a regional 
awards dinner at Bloomfield. 

Our first district cooperator and past commis­
sioner, Hugh Jamison and his wife accept a • 
floral centerpiece honoring their years of con-
servatlon work. 

Our congratulations to these winners who have really benefitted us all by their 
determination to control erosion. 

The Emmett Earnest family provided enjoyable 
music before a crowd of one hundred, Novem­
ber 12. 

-- 19 ---

For the first time in sever­
al years the district entered 
a teacher in the teacher 
division of the Farm and 
Horne Register contest. Jim 
Howell, vocational agricul­
ture instructor at Mediapo­
lis was the choice. 

The accomplishment and ef­
fort of this young teacher 
filled several pages in his 
contest entry. A plaque was 
awarded Jim at the district 
banquet, along with congrat­
ulations for his continuing 
promotion of good land use. 

Jim is a member of our 
education council in addition 
to his busy schedule. 



DISTRICT ACCOMPLISHMENTS- FISCAL 1970 
PRACTICE UNIT 

CONSERVATION PLANNING: 

New Cooperators No. 

Basic Conservation plans No. 

Reviser! Conservation plans No. 

Farms Serviced No. 

Farms Applying Practices No. 

Group Conservation Jobs No. 

APPLICATION OF PRACTICES: 
Conservation Cropping Systems Acres 

Contour Farming Acres 

Crop Residue Management Acres 

Diversions L. F. 

Farm Ponds No. 

Erosion Control Dams No. 

Wate J;ways Acres 

Pasture Renovation Acres 

Open Drains L. F. 

Terracing L. F. 

Tile Inlet Terrace Pipes No. 

. Drainage Tile 
::--'\. -- ~ 

L. F • 

Tree Planting Acres 

Wildlife Habitat Management Acres 

Land Adequately Treated Acres 

Office Callers . . • 1,037 Demonstrations 
Telephone Calls . . . . • 649 News Items 

Radio • . . . . . . . . • 42 

1970 FINANCIAL REPORT 

Com missioners Expense 

Office Supplies 

Printing 

Prizes for contest 

Office Expense 

Meeting Expense 

Clerical & Technical 

Travel 

Release to State 

1-M Budget 

$204.95 

97.21 

21.85 

58.65 

114.00 

3.34 

$500.00 
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AMOUNT 

68 

30 

35 

398 

217 

22 

2,396 

1,022 

39 

6,440 

11 

38 

31 

1,216 

11,950 

112,200 

210 

273,524 

174 

2,075 

1,754 

. • • 8 . . 70 

2-M Budget 

$ 

4889.09 

75.85 

735.06 

$5700.00 



BASIC PLAN - 30 Thomas Brown 

Ray Petersen Jack Schulte 

Thomas Brown Cecil Lane 

Jack Schulte Mary E. Hutchcroft 

Frances Cook Leland E. Robertson 

Jasper Keitzer Herbert Scheihing 

William Denney Walter Duval 
Leon Luttenegger 

Port Mathews 
2 Jasper Keitzer 2 

Marvin Lange 
2 Emmett Rutter 

George Allan Shaw Tal Mehaffy 
Harold Linder Kenneth Wehage 
Walter Kelly Joe Eberhardt 
Jack Naylor Hazel Marshall 
Cecil Burkey Arlo Schultze 
Clarence Hanks Chester Phadenhauer 
Joseph Eberhardt Rachel Marshall 
Fred Vantiger Cecil Burkey 
Herbert Scheihing Myers Bros. 
Edward Murphy Harold Dean 2 
Donald Davis LaVerne Lucas 
Carl Schulz Howard Reif 
Earl Cooper IAAP Tract 48 
IAAP Tract 48 Keith Renner 
Ernest Gerst Earl Cooper 
Leslie Gerst Charles Buck 
William .Sutter F. L. Steward 
Melvin Raid John Luckenbill 
Howard Reif H. P. Stellern 
Clyde Scherer Dale Oaks 

Marcella Noss 

REVISIONS- 35 Kenneth Groe 
Franklin Johnson 

R. E. Lofgren M. E. Reed 
Evan Wilson Carl Beckman 
Leo Bohlen Edgar Simmons 
Fannie Beck Harry Dickey . 2 

Robert Baylor Robert Hoxie 
IAAP Tracts 25 Matsch Bros. 
RobeN Baird Willard Loper 
Frank Wagner Virgil Kroll 
LeRoy Rauhaus George Christie 
WilHam Parrott Ray Iserman 
Verner Amenell Leo F. Underwood 

Bertha Richmond 

NEW COOPERATORS- 68 William Sutter 
William Sperow 

Darrell W. Tucker John Wischmeier, Jr. 
Carl Schulz 2 G. D. Morrison 
Ray Petersen Melvin E. Raid 
Ernest Gerst Lawrence McConnell 
Leon H. Luttenegger Daisy Johnston 
Vine L. Gehring 2 Paul McElhinney 
Fred Vantiger Robert Schmeiser 
Russell Stanturf C. H. Thompson 
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Eland Agency 
Farm Loans - Real Estate 
Insurance - Tax Serv ice 

DES MOINES COUNTY-MUTUAL INSURANCE BUILDING 

for 
Estimates & 
Information 

call 

Mediapolis, Iowa Phone 394-3106 

Kinney Construction 
- SINCE 1947 -

We'll dig any kind of hole 

And we' II do a doggone good job-too 

Basement 
Backhoe 
Clearing 

Grading 
Bulldozer 
Sewer Work 

ask about 
our 

liability 
insurance 
coverage 

Washington Road, West Burlington Phone 752-6450 

Nelson Trucking Service 

Local & Long Distance Hauling 

H & L Mack Truck Sales 

Parts Service 

Mediapolis, Iowa Phone 394-3181 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF 1970 
Twenty-four persons attended the annual Contractors Conference, January 15. 
On February 12, Albert Schulz, s. s. Barton and William Vierling were elect­
ed as new commissioners. 

Four commissioners attended the Regional training meeting at ottumwa in 
March. 1764 annual reports were mailed. 1000 copies of SCSA booklets were 
ordered for use in schools. 

In April, 35 kits with a variety of conservation information leaflets were sent 
to school libraries in the district. Oren Champ joined the SCS staff as full 
time conservation technician. Barton and Dewey attended the Governor's con­
ference on solid waste disposal. 

Soil Stewardship Week was observed in May by supplying 57 booklets for local 
pastors. 

On June 23, the commissioners sponsored a meeting with local, state and fed­
eral officials to discuss Standard Soil Survey. 

The Annual Regional commissioners meeting in July found Bill Vierling judging 
the regional speech contest. 

During August the Environmental Conservation Education Council was formed 
under the leadership of chairman Sherman Lundy. 

Three commissioners, Barton, Schulz · and Vierling attended the Waterloo 
commissioners conference along with district clerk Mildred Kleinkopf. 

The district co-sponsored a five county soil judging contest for FF A chapters 
in early October. Mrs. Esther Duncan and Sherman Lundy attended the fall 
Teacher's Workshop at Luther. 

One hundred people attended the annual district Awards dinner at the Medi­
apolis Lutheran Church, in November. 

December found the commissioners hosting local legislators in an exchange 
of information and ideas which will be confronting the 1971 general assembly. 
All three legislators, Dr. Charles Miller, Bill Monroe and Lloyd Schmeiser at­
tended. 

DES MOINES CO. 
FARM SERVICE COMPANY 

Elevators At 
~Danville-Mediapolis 

~ , Bulk Plants At f:S 
,::elca 

Donnells~n 

Danville -Mediapolis -West Point, Iowa --
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Callyou~~~~ 
TUBING MAN 

TO SOLVE YOUR 
DRAINAGE 

PROBLEMS! 

IOWA CITY, IOWA 52240 (319) 338-9448 BOX 912 
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State and local officials review need for standard soil survey in Des Moines. 
county at June meeting. County Extension Director James Hodges, Commis:-· 
sioner Albert Schulz, Supervisor Lester Hamilton, State Conservationist Wilson 
T. Moon, · Soil Scientist Tom Fenton and Assessor Paul Rynell look over a 
sample of such a survey. 

B & M Construction 
(Rex Mackey) 

Burlington Phone 752-2693 

Dealer - ADS Plastic Tile 

Backhoe Tiling 
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Farm Equipment Service Inc. 

Wever, Iowa 

CASE & NEW IDEA 
SALES, PARTS & 

SERVICE 

Hwy. 61 Phone 372-4341 

Farmers Grain Dealers Ass'n. Of Iowa 

(Cooperative) 

Mississippi River Terminal 

Route #2 Burlington, Iowa 

Kingston, Iowa Phone 862-6155 

BURLINGTON FARM MACHINERY 
CORP. 

D 

D 
International Harvester Trucks 

Farm Equipment 

Industrial Equipment 

Sale & Service 

200 North 7th Street Burlington, Iowa ,Phone 752-2794 
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CONSERVATION ADVANCES WITH A.C.P. HELP 
This turned out to be the final year of cost sharing for soil conserving prac­
tices under the Agricultural Conservation Program (ACP). This program has 
been a real help to convincing farmers to apply many such practices as ter­
racing and erosion control dams over the years. Without some federal finan­
cial assistance the district is sure that much of our accomplishment would 
have gone undone. We are grateful for the fine continuing spirit of coopera­
tion shown by the local committee of the Agricultural Stabilization and Con­
servation Service. 

Although ACP has come to an end, we do anticipate good future relations with 
ASCS through an announced new program of cost-sharing under a different 
name. 

Weather hindered a lot of the construction of terracing and dams during 1970, 
but most of the allotment of nearly $60,000 in cost share money was spent 
for sound erosion control practices. The committee informs us that in a five 
year period, an amount equal to one full year's allotment (about $60,000) 
was shared to farmers in the Geode watershed in an effort which has brought 
over half that watershed under control from siltation. 

Listed below are accomplishments for 1970 with which our district technicians 
have assisted the ACP: 

PRACTICE 
Tree Planting 
Livestock Ponds 
Sod Waterways 
Terraces and Diversions 
Erosion Control Dams 
Field Tile 
Open Drains 

NO. PARTICIPANTS 
1 
9 
6 

32 
17 
59 

3 

ACRES HELPED 
2 

102 
97 

516 
147 
543 

62 

Standing: committeemen Joe Waljasper and Gilbert Laue. Seated: County Ex­
ecutive Director Deane Thornton; ACP Clerk, Frances Wahl; Chairman Ralph 
Kupferschmid. 
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MORRISON TRUCKING 

AGRICULTURAL LIMESTONE 

FERTILIZER SPREADING - ROCK - SAND 

- Call Collect -

Danville, Iowa Phone 392-4411 

DANVILLE STATE SAVINGS BANK 

Each deposit insured to $20,000 By FDIC 

"Large enough to serve, .. 

Small enough to know you" 
Danvi lie, Iowa Phone 392-4261 

Funk's 

G 

Dealers 

Seedsmen 

To The 

World 

Des Moines County Funk's G Dealers 
Kenneth Baird, R-2, Wapello 
Beckman & Johnston, Sperry 
Louis Gustafson, R-2, Mediapolis 
Don Lounsbury, R-2, New London 
Mrs. Grace Mellinger, Oakville 

c. C. Taeger, R-4, West Burlington 
D and M Implement, Box 6, Danville 
Merle Boling, R-1, Morning Sun 
Crafton E. Meeker, R-2, Burlington 
Gilbert Laue, R-2, Burlington 

Funk Bros. Seed Co. 
BELLE PLAINE, IOWA 

- 28-



ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION EDUCATION COUNCIL 
For several years commissioners have felt a need for a better organized 
education program in Des Moines County. Finally, in 1970, invitations were 
sent to interested people of the community who had shown an interest in better 
conservation education. 

A fine response from very capable people has brought about the organization 
of the ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION EDUCATION COUNCIL. The group 
has set up a sound framework in which to carry out a long range educational 
effort. 

Two representatives of each school system have been appointed to the council 
as regular members. Two representatives of the district and the district con­
servationist act as ex-officio members and tie the groups to district policy. 
Associate members come from many areas and will be useful in helping es­
tablish a good active program. 

Sherman Lundy, science teacher at Burlington High School is the chairman 
for the ECEC and is leading the group toward helping schools develop more 
vital curricula in conservation education. 

CounciL members review educational materials. Standing: Gale Carlson, Harold 
Yohe, Byron Baumgartner, Mark Volkman. Seated: Mrs. Ruth Mertens, Mrs. 
Arlene Mumme, Mrs. Roberta Clothier. 

-~ HILLYARD ~~~~~MENT CO • • 

from the long line of John Deere Equipment 

GMC Trucks • • • • Farm Equipment 

• Sales 

Winfield, Iowa 

• Parts 
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• Service 

Phone 257-6265 



Chuck Allgood 

-Earth Moving­

Conservation Contractor 

• 3 Caterpillars e Brush Disc e Sub Soiler 

• Backhoe • Motor Scraper • Pull Scraper 

e Dump Truck • Road Grader e Air Compressor 

P. 0. Box 16 
Winfield, Iowa 52659 Phone 257-3137 

-30-



Chairman Sherman Lundy looks O\'er conservation materials on a field trip with 
summer school science class. 

Commissioners are expecting a fine, active future for this council. We are 
grateful to the school administrations for their cooperation in our effort and 
particularly to the following representatives of these schools: 

Burlington Community: 

West Burlington: 

Parochial Schools: 

Danville: 

Mediapolis School: 
and 
Members at Large: 

and 
Past Commissioner: 

Sherman Lundy 
Mrs. Ruth Mertens 
Byron Baumgartner 
Mark Volkmann 
Fr. Matthew Habinger 
Gale Carlson 
Mrs. Arlene Mumme 
Mrs. Roberta Clothier 
Bob Barrick 
J arne s Howell 

Fred Smith 
Howard Bailey 

Harold Yohe 

Commissioners S. S. Barton and Wm. Vierling are representing the district 
on the council. 

LONG CREEK CONSE'RVATION CLUB 
I. A. A. P. Burlington 

I give my pledge as an Ame.rican to save and faithfully 

to defend from waste the natural resources of my coun­

try - its soil and minerals, and its forests, waters and 

wildlife. 
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OAKVILLE FEED & GRAIN, INC. 

Oakville, Iowa 

Grain-- Feed - Seed 

Fertilizer - Chemicals 

Custom Grinding, Mixing 

- Bulk Delivery -

Phone 2611 or 2751 

Serving Des Moines County 
With Power for Progress 

Owned By 13,000 Consumer- Members 

EASTERN IOWA 
LIGHT & POWER 

Wilton Jet. 
Wapello 
Lone Tree 
DeWitt COOPERATIVE 

Wapello Livestock Sa·les, Inc. 

Wapello 

Iowa 

Phone 

523-2571 

Auction Every Tuesday at 12:30 P.M. 

Maurice Beckman 
Mediapolis 
394-3841 
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Paul Heindel 
Columbus Junction 

728-2499 



RURAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
Cooperation for a Better Environment 

Early in 1970 the old Technical Action Panel (TAP) held its last meeting and 
promptly re-organized into the Rural Development Committee. Still comprised 
of the same members, the heads of USDA agencies, the committee continued 
to brainstorm ideas that may help our rural areas grow and improve. 

Along with Earth Day activities that highlighted April, RD examined many 
ways in which the rural environment could be improved. Anticipating programs 
to clean up blighted areas, the group has visited some rural "slums". 

An assist may be added to the credits of RD for urging the County Board of 
Supervisors on to completion of the rural nuisance ordinance. Such legisla..­
tion can be effective in rural development. At year's end the committee has 
plans to work with the county toward rural zoning. 

Another cooperative effort with the supervisors has brought action in formu­
lating a rural numbering system which will soon be in effect. 

The county is not the only avenue of cooperation, however. The RD com­
mittee works with anyone interested in making rural America a better place 
to live. 

Des Moines County Rural De\•elopment Committee meets with the County 
Board of Supervisors to discuss nuisance ordinance and proposals for rural 
zoning. Left to right: Supervisors Lester Hamilton, Robert Gerdner; Employ­
ment Service Representative, Earl Mekemson; Supervisor Merle Kelly; District 
Conservationist, Ralph Dewey; Extension Director, Jim Hodges; FHA representa­
tin~ , Jack Cowan and ASCS representati\'e Deane Thornton. 

Weber Implement, Inc. 
Massey-F ergus.on 
Sales & Service 

Morning Sun, Iowa 
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Heider-Kew a nee 
Long Drying Bins 

Phone 868-7586 



• Quality Aglime • Concrete Stone 

•Road Rock 
Sizes 3/8" to 4" 

Kaser Construction Co. 
LIMESTONE QUARRY 

Yarmouth, Iowa 

Bob Thie, Area Manager 

Call: Quarry No. 394·3400 Home No. 388·2551 

HELPING TO FINANCE SOIL CONSERVATION- F.H.A. 

Financing the expensive terracing and erosion control projects on agricultural 
land is becoming an increasing problem. The Farmers Home Administra­
tion has done a continuing good job of providing funds for farmers who need 
these practices to improve their farms. 
FHA encourages their borrowers to work closely with the .soil conservation 
district in developing plans for erosion control work. In the rural community 
this lending agency also provides loans for purchase of land, rural housing, 
farm operations and to groups of rural people for developing sewer and water 
systems. This phase of the FHA program will become increasingly important 
as rural zoning will demand better control of waste water. 
For the second year, a youngfarmfamilyfrom Des Moines District has been ch­
osen as an outstandingFarm FamilyfortheSoutheast Iowa FHA area. This award 
was presented to Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Corman of Sperry for the accomplish­
ment they have made on quite a rough farm, since they began farming it. 
The photo shows Eugene Schulte, chairman of the county FHA committee pre­
senting the 1970 award to the Corman family. Gene is also a past district 
commissioner, who remain~ active in agriculture. 
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District Chairman, Henry Dockendorff presents regional ·conservation ' awards 
to John Seymour and Dick Mapel for the Achievement Awards program. 

Past Commissioner Art Corman still maintabui an 
interest in soil and water conservation. He visits 
our office as he works at his duties helping the ASCS 
co_mmittee in performance of their programs. 

We get all kinds of calls in 
our new responsibilities with 
urban land use problems. 
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takes a look at damage done to 
a black topped parking lot 
after an earth slide caused by 
the long rainy spell. Oren 
Champ helps Harry check the 
depth of earth slippage, which 
later slid several feet farther 
causing Division Street to be 
closed for extensive repairs. 
Soil information can be highly 
useful to city land users to 
help avoid sn~h problems he· 
fore they o•~cur. 



mEDIAPOliS 
5AUID1i5 BADH 

MEMBER FDIC 

Mediapolis, Iowa Phone 394-3191 

THE WOODS BUSINESS IN DES MOINES DISTRICT 

Woodland can cause a lot of problems in this area, and to help solve those pro .. 
blems we are glad to be able to call on Stan Tate, our district forester. Stan re­
presents the state conservation commission in several southeast Iowa counties. 

The first Thursday afternoon each month, Stan visits the SCD office to coun­
sel with people on their woodland problems. One of his services is in helping 
folks find good markets for their timber products. 
In the fall, our forester presented a field day at Hunt Woods, south of West 
Burlington to discuss forest problems with farmers and woodland owners. 
A fine crowd and a good discussion made this a successf~ meeting. 

Another facet of Stan's work has been his help in woodland management of 
some large areas of the IAAP. 

- 36 -



POLLUTION CONTROL BECOMES A PART OF THE PLAN 

A pleasant rural area can be ruined by thoughtless burning of trash and refuse. 
A new nuisance ordinance plus state open burning laws now prohibits such of­
fensive acts. A part of conservation planning is to improve our rural environ­
m.ent. 

This erosion control dam was installed on the boundary of the County Conserva­
tion Board park area in Franklin Township to prevent silt from reaching the 
proposed Jake. It provides a fine water supply for two neighboring _farms as 
well as pl"ivate recreation. The Board intends to control siltation before it has 
a chance to plug up the proposed lake. 
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.... ANOTHER NEW SYMBOL 

Joining the Soil Conservation Service emblem which was developed just a 
year . . ago to represent the capture of the raindrt>p where it falls, is the new 
symbol of the Iowa Department of Soil Conservation. The outlined State of 
Iowa enclosing silhouettes of rural, urban and water designs, denotes the in­
creased scope of influence that the soil and water conservation program has 
taken in recent times. The district shares with the Department of Soil Con­
servation in the effort to preserve a high quality environment for our county, 
state and nation. 

We, the district commissioners of Des Moines County Soil Conservation Dis­
trict take this occasion to extend our thanks to the contributors to this report. 
And ••• we also extend our sincerest thanks to the hundreds of district cooperat­
ors, both rural and urban, who have helped over the past twenty-five years 
to keep a successful soil and water conservation program going in the county. 

As we start our second quarter century, we look to the past with appreciation, 
but we look to the future with CONCERN ••• 

Henry Dockendorff Rex Troute 

William Vierling 

323 JEFFERSON STREET BURLINGTON IOWA 52601 
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Albert Schulz 

s. s. Barton 

754 -7553 



CIRCLE STEEL GRAIN BINS AND GRAIN HANDLING EQUIPMENT 

Fertilizer- Insecticides- Herbicides 

- General Merchandise -

Farmers Union Mercantile Company 

KINGSTON, IOWA 
Phone 862-6475 

This little fellow is running 
toward a better meadow 
from old "open pollinated" 
range. 

WINDSHIELD SURVEYS WON'T TELL HOW FORAGES 
ARE DOING, A GOOD MEADOW PAYS; PAYS WELL, TOO. 

Why not ask us about new selections of Alfalfa, Red 
Clover, Orchardgrass & Timothy for that new Soil 
Conservation Plan. 

TURNER SEED STORE 
Burlington, Iowa 812 Jefferson 752-6819 

Farm Loans 

-you can live with -

Long Term - Low Rate 

Phone 385-8131 

V. M. Boshart, Mgr. - Roger Thompson, Asst. Mgr. 

Mt. Pleasant, Iowa 811 E. Washington Street 
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DES MOINES COUNTY SOIL 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

Federal Bldg. - Box 637 
Burlington, Iowa 52601 

RAY W. PILLI NG 2 ' ~ 

1} -t 
MEDIAP JL I 3 ~ IO WA 52637 

Bulk Rote 
U.S. Postage 

Paid 
Perm it No. 553 
Burlington, Iowa 

52601 

Tiling Supplies - Hardware - Farm EquipmeHt 

Fencing Sup.plies - Seeds - Ortho Fertilizers 

Chemicals - Feed 

Be 1 en Grain Drying & Storage Bins 
(erected if desired) 

Bes-t For. less At Hazen 

Phone 865-7641 or 865-765 1 

Located 
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