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By Chuck Hansohn

The Soll Conservatlon Service (SCS) 18
broadening its seope and approaches to
plan and premote improved soil and water
conservation in both rural and urban
communities.

Herb Davison, Scott County LONSCIVE:
tionist, sald the SCS Is far from “dead,”
although some individuals may have as-
sumed the service was axed in the same
budgetary cut that killed the Rural Envi-
ronmental Assistance Program (REAP),

REAP, which was administered by
the Agricultural Stabilization and Conser-
vation Service (ASCS), provided cost-shar-
ing funds lor soil and waler conservation
practices, which were designed on a reler-
ral basis by S80S engincers.

DAVISON said climinination of cost-
sharing may be a partial setback for the
conservation program, but there still are

rogram Far From Being Dead

farmers who recognize the need for appli-
cation of appropriale practices (o preserve
the fertility and production capability of
their lang.

Beciause there will be no REAP n‘:!or
rals from ASCS to SCS, the consery
staff Is turming to the files (o fin E.:r: ;

plans drawn in previous years at f

request.

Technical assistance will be offered
those still interested In installation of con-
servation practices, Davison sald.

~Among goals of the Scott County Sail
Conservation District commissioners this
Vear are:

— Establishment of a Conservation
Education Commitiee comprised of teach-
ers and Interested members of sochl

groups 1o promote conservation in the
schools.

— Development of film slide sets re-
lated to soil and waler conservation that

can be used by £H leaders in club work
and other Interested grups,

— Continuation of minimum llage
lest plots and promotion of tile outlet ter-
a0es,
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— Promotion of outdoor classrooms
at schools, where landscaping can be uti-
lized as an Instructional base for a variety
of elasses.

— Develop an inventory of resources
In Scott County, possibly starting this win-
ter in evaluation of cropland, wildlife
areas, timber and others.

— Provide technical assistance to
farmers in design of livestock waste con-
trol facilitics in compliance with state
water pollution control regulations.

~ The district commissioners also have
4 new responsibility in administration of
the lowa Soil Conservancy Act, under
which soil lpss limits are established for
hoth rural and urban areas to control ex-
CESSIVE erosion,

Davison said the commissioners also
are concerned about proposed state and
federal land-use legislation and will seek
policies that will protect prime agricultur-
al land for future generations

Altempis (0 undertake a soll survey in
Scotl County are supported by the district
commissioners 45 an essential basis for
local kind-use policy.

Recognizing there are soil and water
problems in urban areas as well as on the
farm, the district commissioners have of-
fered S6S technical assistance on a con-
tinuing basis to Bettendorf city officials

A memorandum of cooperation s
presently being studied by Bettendorf offi-
cials, Davison sald If there is interest, sim-
ilar agreements would be worked out with
other city officials in the county

TWO WATERSHED projects are In
thiverse stages al planning, Davision said.

A preliminary imvestigation report

recommending erosion control structures
for the Buffalo Bill Watershed possibly
may be completed by state SCS PRZINeErs
this year. The 3 6i6-acre watershed in But-
ler Township is 1'= miles wide and 4 miles
long, including 37 landowners, nearly all of
whom are district cooperators.

Farmers in an area between Eldridge
and Sunbury, extending three miles into
Cedar County, still are considering the
Eossihillly of development of the Mud

reek Watershed.

There are 430 farms in the 78.020-acre
Mud Creek Watmhcd. including 135 con-
servation district tors. There must
be 210 farms under conservation plans he-
fore application can be made for federal
watershed assistance.

Because there are many farms in
Scott County where minimum tillage prac-
tices would provide adequate conservation
protection, the district commissioners

plan demonstration plots again this year.

DAVISON said the Kenneth Tank
farm near Maysville in Hickory Grove
Township will be the site of minimum til-
lage field days at planting and harvest,
Also, a nearby field will exhibit tile outlet
terraces installed last year on 38 acres

with a 5 per cent slope.

“We f[eel the farmer who is interested
in preserving his land will see the value of
conservation practices and go ahead with-
oul cost-sharing funds being a necessity,
Davison said.

Both minimum tillage and fterraces

are practices belng encouraged In wat-
ershed areas, he sald.

Weresullseﬂlrgummmeidmni
soil conservation,” Davison said, “and
we're helping the farmer who is soil con-
servation minded ~



