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SUGG3STIONS ON EEUCArPIO"JAL ¥OEK PEECS3DIN& IrHE

OHQAITIZATION OF SOIL CONS3RVATION DISIRIOTS

lom.

I, Purpose.,

Scluca'bional work in. soil conserva-bion h.as been carriecl on for yoary "by

local com-ity farm organizations -rdth the. assistance of the Ex-bonsion

Service. This progran should bo intonsified. by neans of doinonstra-fcions,
tours, noetin^'s, training schools and. pu'blicity ^OQforQ o. soil consorvation

district program is undertaken» This onlarged prograia should;

A. Make land owners and oporatorB of the area aware of soil Gro-sion
and land-us G pr o'D lens,

B, Ou'blino tho pro'blcms iTi conncc'bion with la.nd.-use acLjustmGnts and the
con'servation practices and'point out solutions to improve existing

conditions*

0. Explain the nature of soil consorvation districts and. the. provisions •

of the Iowa law as a necliun of cooperative local action to bring
a'bout the adoption of proper land-use ai-id conservation prac'bicos.

II, Gooperativo Arrangenerit•

Under existing FGdoral Acts bo-bh tho Soil GonsGrvation Sorvico and the
'• Sxtehsion Service are enpoworod. "bo d.i.sseni!nato informat-ion con.cerriin^' soil-

erosion and preventive measures* Accordingly, in IoT;-.r^» t'he two services

have adopted a single cooperative educational progran ajid onploy coopcra-

tively an .Bxtension Soil ConscrVationist and assistants to cprrolato tho
educational program,' • ' . . .

(Sco - "^ Policy Stateraent on Solati.onships Betweon the Soil Consorv£i"tion
Service" - March 29, 1940o) '.

''•Responsibilities and Dutios- of Extension Soil Gonsorvationist and

Assistants" - Iowa,. .July 194l. (SC-2)

"How the Extension Ssrvico Can and D^es Gboperate with Soil Gonscrva-

tion Service in Developing a Soil Oonsorvation. Program for Iowa" -
July 194l. (SC-3)

"Hov/ the Soil Gonservation Service Can e.nd. Does Oooperato \-rith tho

Ex'fcen.sion Service in the Soil Conserva-fcion Pro^T^i in Iowa»n - Sept,
l94l. (SC-5)

III. Procedure for developing edue ational prOorans -fchat nay load to the devclop-
nent of a soil conservation district,

At the inception of a local educational progran it is esscn-bial that a local

connit-bee, leaders or organization be designated, to load in carrying out •fcho
Gducational work.

(Ovor)



A. Factors to 'be consiauro.d in developing the oducational prograui

1. Seriousness and extent of the problon*
2o A.vrarenoss of the people -fco.''t'ho pro'blcn,

3 3 Infoi-nation on local pro'blcns and. v/hat has been clone»

4r. Anount of local leaclepshipo
5.< Nuriber and distribution of dor'ionotrations ,
6; Anouiit of education nooclcd to inforn pcoplo c^out -bho function

of Soil Conservation Districts.

.Bo Sduca'bional Methods c

li Est.allishing such field., practic? or complete con.servation

(lemons trat.ions as are neededo

2o Making ccinpletd use of existing demonstrationso
3» Tours to county demonstrations and nearby watershed- (iemonstra-

tions and soil conservation districts.
4o Meetings and group discussions with farmers, 4-H clubs, towns--

people and schools. Illus'fcrative mater'lal such as slides,

mcbion. pictures, soil profiles, aerial photographs, charts,
graphs, 'bulletins, reference material, etc. may 'be u.sedp

5. News stories, circular letters and radios
60 Exhibits at; fairs, in store v/indows, etc.

(See - ^Information Program G-uide for Soil Conserva-bion Districts -

SOS and Iowa State College Cooperating - June, 194lo")

IV. Educatio^ial work following decision to form a Soil Conservation District,

Education in an area should. develop over such a period. of time as is

required 'by the local people to determine the need. for the creation of
a soil conservation d.istric'fc* It is an-bicipatecL that:

A. If and when the organization of a district is approved, group educa-
tional jneeti-ngs sho-ald bo planned, to obtain signat-ares to potitions*

Bo There will be need. for further educational work relating to tho
nature and fmictions of tho districts as the district deVGlops

through the stages from petition to' hearing, from hearing to
rcforondum and election of district governing T^odyc
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