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SUGGESTIONS ON EDUCAPIOLAL WORK PRECEDING THE

ORGANIZATION OF SOIL CONSIRVATION DISTRICTS

IOWA

Purposce.

Zducational work in soil conservation hos been carried on for ycars by
local county farm organizations with the assistance of the Extension
Service. This progran should be intensified by means of demonstrations,
tours, meetings, training schools and publicity before a soil conservation
district program is undertaken. This enlarged program should:

A, Make land owners and operators of the area aware of soil ereeion
and land-use problems.

B, Outline the problems in conncction with land-use adjustments and the
: conservation practices and‘point out solutions to improve existing
conditionss ;

C. Explain the nature of soil conservation districts and the provisioms -
of the Iowa law as a medium of cooperative local action to bring
about the adoption of proper land-use and conservation practiccs.

Cooperative Arrangenent.

Under existing Federal Acts both the Soil Conservation Service and the

- Bxtension Service are empowercd to disseminate information cencerning soil:

erosion and preventive measures. Accordingly, in Iowa, the two services
have adopted a single cooperative educational progran and cnploy coopera-—
tively an Extension Soil Conserwationist and assistants to corrclate the
cducational program.’ Pl

(See = M"A Policy Statement on Relationships Betweon the Soil Conservation
Service® - March 29, 1940,) "

"Responsibilities and Duties of Extension Soil Conservationist and
Assistants" - Towa, July 1941. (SC-2) d

"How the Extension Service Can and Does Cooperate with Soil Conserva-—
tion Service in Developing a Soil Conservation Program for Iowa' -
July 1941. (S0-3)

"How the Soill Conservation Service Can and Does Cooperate with the
Extension Service in the Soil Conservation Program in Ipwa." - Sept.

1841, (B0«5)

Procedure for developing educational programns that may lead to the develop-
nent of a soil conservation district,

At the inception of a local educational progran it is essential that a local
comalttee, leaders or organization be designated to lead in carrying out the
educational work,
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A, TFactors to be considurod in developing the educational progran:

1, Seriousncss and extent of the probler.

o, Awareness of the people to ‘the problen.

3, Information on local problens and what has becn donce

Y, Apount of local leadershipe

5» Nunmber and distribution of denonstrations,

6. Anount of cducation nceded to inforn poonle about the function
of Soil Conservation Districts.

B, ZEducational Mgthodse.

1, BEstablishing such field, practice or complete conservation
demonstrations as are needed.

2., Maeking ccaplets use of existing demonstrations,

3, Tours to county demonstrations and nearby watershed demonstra-
tions and soil conservation districts.

4, HMeetings and group discussions with farmers, 4~H clubs, towms—

; pecple and schools. Tllustrative material such as slides,
motion pictures, soil profiles, aerial photographs, charts,
graphs, bulletins, reference material, etc. may be used.

5., TNews stories, circular letters and radio.

6, Ixhibits at fairs, in store windows, etc,

(See - "Information Program Guide for Soil Conservation Digtricts -
S0S and Iowa State College Cooperating - June, 1941, 1)

Educational work following decision to form a Soil Conservation District,

Tducation in an area should develop over such a period of time as is
required by the local people to determine the need for the creation of
a soil conservation district., It is anticipated that:

A, If and when the organization of a district is approved, group educa-
tional meetings should be planned to obtain signatures to petitions.

B, Therec will be need for further cducational work relating to the
nature and functions of the districts as the district develops
through the stages from petition to hearing, from hearing to
reforendum and election of district governing bodye
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