
ANNUAL          REPORT

CERAR  C0tINTY  SOIL  CONSERV/\TI0N  DISTRIC
'                `Tipton,   Iowa

•  January  i,   1947  to  December  31,   1947

. The  Gormissioners  of  the  .Cedar  County  Soil  Conservation  I)is`tI.ict  wish
•t6  preseiit  this  report  to  au.Parties  concerned  -as  a  nieads  of,   shovying

-\

\their  accomplishmgnts  to-date,  present  status,   future  obligatiolis  and
their  appreciation  for  results  obtained  by  agencies  of  the  U.  S.  Departinent
of  Agriculture  coopel'ating  and.  assisting  the  District.

The  District  was  organized  in  February  of  1946,  all.a  received  full
time  tech.r.icpl   assistance  from the  Soil  Conserv€tion  `Service  as  of  Febru-
ary  i,   1947.     This'  tech_rlical  assistarice  from  the  Soil  Cous.ervatio.n.  Ser-
vice  was  utiliz.ed  in  t`he  late  winter  and  sprif.g  of  1947  in  conductiiig
12  field  denoistl.atio`j-is  and  the  laiili6  out.  of  lines  for  contc>urirjg  and
contour  strip  cropiping  o.1  prospective  Fa,rmer-District  c®operators.

The  Cuni;sio.n.ers  wish  to  ac+.IiovJledge  the   assist{ance  give.r.  to.  the
lL`cal  District  `oy  the  Soil  Cc>r.servatiJn  Service  ciii.d  their  staff  at  Tipton,
Iowa,   for  with  this  type  of  assistai-ice  assi8ried  to  the  District  ori  a  full
time  bi!sis  and  with  only  the  responsibility  for  Sc)ils  Work  r;1uch more  can
be  accomplished.     tit  pr6ser.t  the  work  load  is  such  th-at  the  Dist-riot  could
gair}.full-y  use  an  ad.ditiollal  .enployee  to  assist  district  cooperators  in  the
application  of  their  Conserv.atior.  plans  to  .the  1€.`iid,   thus  leaving  the,  Farm
Planri.e±.more  tirrie  to  devote  to   develo..,pii`i£,  Farm  Co`nservation. Plans  with
owners  and  operators   in  the  District.     ','Je  also  Thlish  to  acknowledge  the
assistance  give.I..1  by  the  l®oal'.iericulture  E:`:tensio+ri  Dil'ectc>r  for  the  assis-
tance  giv.en  ir.  p|a.n}ning  ai.id   car±'iying  out  the  @du6a.tional  activity  on  Soils
i,.'fork.     The   Soil.Cc}.!.iservatic>n  Ser`vice  afld   Extensiori  Service  are  cooperatip.g
ill  condu`ctifig  the  educational  activities,   both  .meetii.4gs  and  f ield  activities

Other  agenci€,s  and  organizatiolis  t-a.kijic  part  ii-i  the  soils  work  in
Cedar  Coup.ty.   Soil  Ooi-Lscrvation  District  were  the  A.A.A.,   Vocational  Ag-.
riculture,   Stfite  Coriservation  a.ommissic)n,   rural  a:.id   urb.an  schools,   Farm
Bureau,   National   Farm  I.oar  Associati c>n,   Productic>.:..i  Crec-t.it  ai`Ld  val.ious
local   Civic   orgfmizatio.ris.     1`.Je  wish  to   express  our  apprec.i`p^tiori  .for  the
suriport  and  e,iithusiasm  for  Soil  Cct.uservatic>n  wol.k  shown  by  the   local  ne`t.I-s-
Papers.   They  have  gi+en  us   their  lc>yal  support   aLrid  have  aid6d  very  Lr.quch
in  t-3nabling  us   to  pe: rform  our  dutit;s   as  Distl'ict   Com.-:iissio.r.`ers

The  Cedar  Couilty  So.il  Coriservatioli  District  has  undertak.eri,   alc>ng
with\ IctT..'Ja  State  College,   an   expel'imoLn.t  .to   deterr[.line   tile  y`ields   of  the
following  crops  after  plowing  up.der  first  and  secorLd  crops  of  clover.

The  plot   size  shalli'ce  equivalent   to  4  rcmJs  x  12  rows.  of  cor.n.
(14.   x  40t   for  400spaci.n.g).     Experi.rrier+t  shall'  be  plo.nr\.e:d.p^nd  fertilizer
treatmeli.ts  pub  on  at  oats  seeding  time  or  top-dressed  \eaily  in  the  spring
on  t~h.e  clover  crop.

Treatrients.
i.     Both  clover  crops  removed  -  no  fe,rtilizer
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The  above  treatme.n.ts  shall  be  replicated  6  times.    Plot  area  is
.0129-acre  and  total  area.  I'bqu.ired  will  b-e  appror.imately  0.5  acre.

The  Coprrlissioners  wish  to  f}i\rther  this  type  of  experimental  work  by.
including  in  tile  experiment  the  use  of` a  2-year  Alfalfa-bronegrass  meadow.
They  feel  that  this  'v'Jould  be  of more  value  than,,the  work.  on red .clourer,
because  ,they  realize  t.hat  a  majority \of  the  larid  in  Oedar`Oounty` should
have  2  years  of  I,ieadoi.i.J  in  the  rot?t.,ion.     Also  Carrying  on  experimenta.i
work  on  the  feeding value .of  crops  raised  ori  pc)or  or  over  cropped  larid
compared  with  g6od  or  properly  rna.rirnged  land.     TjJe  are  iriter.ested  and  quite
cor].cerned  about  the  rititritioinLal  value   of  crops  raise;d  ap.d  feel  t+hat  a
contribution  can  be  made  by .conduotiing  this  type  of  reseai~ch  "brk  with
the  state  coile8e.           `

Th.e  district  has  entered  i`iito  ai..  agl'eeneiit  v,.ith  the  ±5oil  Corsarva-
tion  Nursery  divisio.r.  a:id  obtal:`_eri  180  lbs.   of  certified  Fischcr  Brome-
grcrss.     This  has  beei.i  released,   urj.d6r  a`6reeril.e.`it  to   2  coopel'ators` for  the
purpose  of  increasir.g  seed  pl.oductiop..                                                       .

Durin:atmhep±:::if;gri:±£o::+:s8e:fu:;:;,W#T~'i:iL5-±Tin.g±:::.:S:e::±¥d±|n£:947.
approved  with  the  assistance  of  Soil  Oons6rvf.tio.n  Service. personnel  as-
signed  to  the  District.    This  total represents  2965  acl.es  under  agreenent
with  the  District.     Also   conservation  Sdrveys  lJ.iere  prepared  on  l8,05Q
acres  during  the  year,  maicing  a  total  of  18,700  Acres  survey  to-date.

Soil  Conservation  practices  established  on  the   land  as  results  of
Farm  Plans  and  techn.ical  help  from  the   Styoil  Cous.erve.tion  'Service  and
Extension  Service  are   the   following:`                                                 '

\

rlcorLtour  planting  ,                           2,048  Acl.es
I/Co!ItoLi.r  sti`ip  cropping                       130  Acres      -

/T?rraces' Constructed                             i itfiles    t
/ Wa.tertL,'.{-ays   coastl`ucted                    17,36Q  Ij.Ft.
/Reoi.ganization  6f  Fields            i,500  I.Ft.

Practices  plarined  as  I.esults  of  Farm  Plaris,   but  not   appl'ied:

coil+t our  pla.r+ting
Contour  Stl`ip  Croppizng
LLi-ii.ng  of  Pastures
Fertilizing  of Pastures
Seeding  of  Pastures  ,
Far.rr.  Drainage
Farm  Dra'inage   {T`ile )
•Reorgani2ati.on  of  Fields
Terraces
Outl.ets  &  Fall}i  -I,'v'atercou,rses
Soil  Saving  Ddt.is

'1,630  .Acres

22 2 .\Acr€s
196  .Acres
196  Acres
196  Acres
339  Acres

379,4-00   L.Ft.
86,910  IJ.Ft.

1/8  I,..:iles
83,900  L.Ft.

i  each

The  Disc,ri.c.t  has  I.e`ceived  written  application  for  assistan.ce  from
87  farm.eps,   to-date,  which  have  been`approved'for  fan  plannin_g.     'Of  this
tot.r*166   farms  I`epresenting  13,403  acres   remains  t6  be  planned.     At  pre-
sent  quite  a  few  groups  of\  f arners  have  petitioned  f or `assistance,  but
are  awaiting  further  action  by  the  Conmissioners't
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The  following  educational `and  informp,tional  activities  were  conduc-
ted  during  the  year:

News I articles  released
Toul's   (Outside  CountyJ)
I\.i{ethod` Deir,onstrati ons
General  Educational  I..:ee`tiflgs

Township  F.Brireau  nee,tings
Rural  school  teachers
Rura i ' Schoo ls
Civic  di  Commercia`l   Org.
Vocational  Agriculture

Interest  &  Organ.  Mtgs.   for
Fp^in  Planning ).,£eetihgs
Veterans  training  MdDtings

1,'.Je,  as  District  Cormiissioners,  b\e|ieve  that  the  aqoption  of  Soil
Conservation practices  should  be  left  on  a  voluntary  basis,   fit  also
I.ealize  that  they  shoul`d  .be  applied  as  rapidly  as  funds,  personnel  and
farmers  intel`es.i  will  perriiit.     Th'6  time  `is  the  i.iear  future  and  not  some
25-30  years  frori  now.

Cedar  County  Soil  Couservat.ictn
District  Commi;sioners

AI`nold  IJ

coiimis si oriers
_-_   _-i_     .-               i    T,_         ........-  r ---- ±

AI.nold  I+.  Meier,   Clarence;   Iowa
Robert  Kelly,   Clarence,   Iowa.
Floyd   I.   Fat.r7cett,   T..`Jest   Branch,   Iowa
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