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Under Our Noses 
Last wc('k, it was announced that 

J!lllli third quarter r<'tail sales in Bloom­
fJPld and Da\·is County set an all-time 
lY'C'Old lor a third quarter. 

B£'ing an economic indicator, high 
1 (•tail <><tlt·s \\.'<Jllld seem to indicate that 
tlwt all is \.VI'Jl in the economy of Davis 
Cr111111y. Tt is easy to assume that we 
r.r ,, a {!I owinr~ count v business wise, 
and thNe isn't too much reason to 
\.'OITy. 

At the risJ... of dampening spirits, 
wc> must cautwn Da\ is County resi­
<lc>nts that they may not be as well off 
n~ on<' would think from such indica­
t:ons. 'J'Iungs arc good now, but will 
they be five years from now or 10 
vears from now'? 

There is no current answer for this 
~,U<';:,tion. No one knows what is going 
to happen five years from now. Never­
theless. there is something that can be 
clone now to help msure continued 
crcnvth mto the 1970's. 
" 

THERE ISN'T much doubt that 
fnrrn cc.nsohdat10n will contmue. The 
rrtte of conso!Jdation Will depend, of 
cour~e. on the level of the farm econo­
mv and other factors. But, regardless o1 
the 1 ate of consolidation, there will 
m111 e than likely be fewer farms five 
and 10 years from now, and fewer peo­
plP. 

Fewer people in Davis County will 
(Vcntually mean a decline in many 
nreas of business, particulary those 
Lusinessc·s that provide for the needs 
~tnd wants of individuals. 

The thing that can be clone. of 
course, is to provide those persons who 
v:ill he leaving the farms with other 
means of income. This means provid­
ing jobs in Bloomfield and the other 
tov.ms in the county. To most this 
means acquisition of more industry. 

Bloomfield has done well in get­
ting new industry in the last few years 
and th<' C'fforts should continue to en­
tice more industry here. Each industry, 
no mattC'r how small, provides a few 
morC' job oppcn tunities that were not 
ltvuilabiC' before. 

But we must not overlook another 

Soil Ste~ardsh~~ 
1 

Week Scheduled 1 

"Pnvatc citizens own three­
quarters of the nattcns land a~d 
must asswne maJor responstbtl­
itv for 1ts sound m;magement,"' 
said Sam Botts Jr, chairman 
of the Da\'is Soil Conservation 
District in announcing the 1967 
Soil Stewardship Week obser­
vance. 

This year's theme is ''Thr~­
Fourths of our Land". The week 
of Apnl 30-May 7 has been set 
aside for the annual progra~ 

"As the pressures of htgher 
livmg standards, mcrec.sed pop­
ulation and world influence 
mount.' the landowning citizen 
must be lmore careful of Ius 
stewardship of God's posses­
~ions," Botts added. Soil Stew­
ardslup Week is a time ~c~ .us 
to re-evaluate our respol1Stbthly 
and purpose, and 1o 1·cdeclare j 
our a llcgtanc:c. 1 

l esource that can provide job oppor­
tunities. That resource is recreation, 
v•hich, as Am<'ricans acquire ·more 
leisure time, will hecomc even more 
important. 

Davis Countv is fortunate that it 
~ 

i!' l<'ss than :30 miles from Rathbun Dam. 
When completed this will become an 
economic factor in cities and towns for 
sevet·al miles around DaviS County 
shou ld accrue some benefits. 

With Rathbun Lake drawing tour­
ists unci water recreation buffs to the 
area, Davis County needs to do some­
thing that will keep these people here 
for a time, maybe even provide recre­
utJOn away from the crowd. 

Davis County already has Lake 
Wapello, one of the finest state parks in 
the state, and a fine recreation area at 
Lake Fisher. We, however, could pro­
\·ide more. 

THE PRELIMINARY plans of the 
Soil Conse1 vat JOn Service call for the 
construction of a more than 200 acre 
l<·ke 10 miles southwest of Bloomfield 
as a part of the proposed Carter Creek 
Watershed. Srr.ce SCS is unable to pur­
chase lnnd, it expects problems acquir­
mg casements for the land necessary 
for the lake. 

It would seem to be a worthwhile 
project !or the Greater Bloomfield De­
velopmen t Corporation or the Chamber 
of Commerce to study the possibilities 
ol this lake as a recreation site. If the 
potentia) is lucraUve, and we think it 
will be, we should go after thrs with all 
the effot t that we seck out industry. 

Such a lake, along with our present • 
lakes, and the development of the his-
tot ical importance of Davis County 
from Black Hawk to the Mormans to 
the Hairy Nation and the Honey Wars, 
could provide attractions that would 
make tourists stop hete, stay here and 
spend money here. 

No matter how good business is to­
cay, we must not let ourselves be lul­
led to sleep. And no mater how lucra­
tive far-away industry looks, we must 
r.ot forget recrC'ation and the things we 
con develop richt under our noses. 

Soil Stewardship Week 1s nn 
outgrowth of 11ogation Sunday 
and Rural L11e Wc..-ck. Thts IS the 
13th consecutive year that the 
obsen·ance has be ... n held under 
the sponsorship of the National 
Association of Soil Conscn·at.ion 
Dislricts. 

The abundance of good foo<i 
and clean water we enJOY l'an 
not be taken for granted. The 
wtse usc oi land and water to 
meet increasing human demand.:; 
lS becoming more urgent each 
year. 

"We urge all cilii..Cns to pause 
for an exnrnmal1011 of thc1r stew­
ardship accounting dunng this 
special season", Bolls said. 

Watersed Work 
Is Scheduled 3/;rv1 

W01·k will continue lhis sum­
mer· on the Bi::: \\'yacondah Wat­
ershed as <:onstJ·uction has push­
•'d between the one-thu·d and 
one-half completed mark 

A contract will be let in Ap1·il 
for work on r;vc sites m the 
watershed. In addition one 
structure is to be completed, 

The contract will be let for 
the followm~ sill Sttc 14, Cleo 
Rmkenbcrge1 and Charlc:; Ram­
sever farms Site 14A, Donald 
Althcide farm, Site 2. Va\1!-(hn 
York and Russell Gandy Jar;ns; 
Site 8, ElmCJ· Wcilbrenn<.>r, Hu­
bert Lister and Paul Hougland 
farm; and S1tc 17. Dav1s County 
Board of Supt•r\'isors and the J. 
E. Amstutz !arm. 

Stle 23 ''ill be complct((l on 
the Ray and .John Orwig farm. 

Very! Amold, wot·k unit ron­
scrvalionist ot the Sotl Conscr­
va•wn Scn·it·t•, said o;e\·cn st. uc­
turcs are being planned in l!Jfid. 

This will be tlie fom·th C'Oil­

stnrction y ~r of thl' B1g W;} a­
condah Watt•rshL'<i. A lotal of 22 
of 58 strut 1n~:s havp bel'n COI.1-

plcted. Co~l-\\ ih'. the watershed 
1s one-th1rd complCIL'<I. 

In tLc planning stage Is the 
Carter Creek Watcu;hecl, \\hit'll 
will t'llll from the western por­
tion of Da" is County southeast 
to the Mis~ouri line. 

Arnold expects the Soil Con­
servation Service io complete its 
work on the prchmmary plan 
sometime this Yl'ar. Aftct· com­
pletion, it will ha' c to be accept­
ed by the farmer committee. 

One major structure is included 
in the Car·ter Creek Watershed. 
It is to be located jttst west of 
Highwas 63 about 10 miles 
south west of Bloomfield. 

This stmcture will be of sev­
eral hundred acres will probab!y 
rLquire ~orne kind of pn\'atc or 
public dc\·elopmcnt in the area 
of recreation. 

Also planned for Ca1·ter Creek 
are three smaller structures, 
e1ght grade stabilization stntt­
tures and channel improvement 
from Highway 63 to the .:\llssouri 
line. 

SCS Fish Order 
Deadline Nears ~~ 7 
Farmers who Wish to block 

thctr ponds With fish this sum­
mer have only one more week 
in which to order i18h delivcn.>d 
through the Soil Corucrvatron 
Service oif1ce. 

Large mouth ba5s, channel 
catfJ.Sh and bluetlllls arc av,al­
able for stocking farm ponds. 
Any or all of thc;sc may be 
ordered for 1967 delJ.very by 
April 28. 

In 1966, 72 Davis County farm 
ponds were stocked with fL'>h. 
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