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me  Cedar  Courty'  Soil  ConscaL
vation District  eoapl®t¢d  ltB
seventh grear  Of  operation.    Dug.i
ing this tlac coaeldcoatle prop
grce. hoe been aade  in the field
of Soil  Oobservatlco.   Ddrfng the
calendar year  of 1953 many good
oobtacts were tBaae bF the ai8triot
oomlaaionerB anl thSlr t.ahnl®al
staff aseigped to the district ty
the Soil  ConBeaetlon Service.
Interest  ln  soil  oonBerva€1on is
incaoaslng.  but  to fully utlllz?
the facilities available at prqu
sent.  the local people.  co"lnity
and farm leadepei.vvlll  need to  share
the respon€ibillty Of lnforning
the people  of  Cedar  County on  the
noedg,  methods  end bem®fits  of  a
coxplete  Soil  conservation program.
Such  a progran `and  nca®$8ar5r  lzb
formation  1€  available  at  §ronir
local dlBtrlct offlee.



FOBEprun

Om]ELce  again we.   cormissioners  of  the  Cedar  County  Soil
Conse.ovation Dist.Tict,  report  to  the  people  and  tfo.e  assistL
ing a,gencies  on  th.e  conservation progress  of  the  pa,st  year.
the  se,-v.enth year  of  operation  for  this  district®

Efforts  expended by various  agencies  in  soil  conservation
work  are  coo#Sdnated ty the  district  for  real  progress  in
effective  conservation  of  our  soil  and Tr.atero

We  espe.c5.ally  appreciate  the  coapera,tion  of  the  PchfiwA+I
EELension  Serlrice,
in  the  county3  the

ional agriculture
tdro  p.rovi.ded  door

I or  the  arm:ua.i rmeeting last  ye
indivichials  wrio  have worked wi

g=dse:t=::,#¥es
all  other  groups  or

the district.

IEl

HIGmlGHrs

The  arm:ual  meeting which `.fas  held  in March was  well
attended.    Wo  J®  8.  Boatman,  Area  Conservationist,  was  the
principal  sp5al-era    He  gave  an  inspirational  talk on  the
harvesting and use  of  quality roughages.

The  Cedar  County  Soil  Conservation District  again  sponsor-
ed  a  scrapbook  contest  for  the  Oedar  Ocunty  school  pupils  in
grade§`  5  to  8  inclusive.    There  were  40  entrantso

Earl  Elijah,  State  Senator,  awarded  the  prizes  at  the
County  Eichth  Grade  Commencement  exerciseso

It  was  decided  to  sponsor  a  county wide  air  tour  in  Jut.y.
Response was  so  good  that  it  `.ras  necessary  to  take  two  days
to  accommodate  all  passengers.    Eight  rural  teachers  decided
to  take  this  same  t3.ar  in rfugust;  a  total  of  76  took  this
tour®

The  comissioners  held  twelve  monthly meetings  to  carry
out  the  district's  hisiness  and. various  activities.

Robert  Kelly was  one  Of  five  ex+idistrict  cormiss.ioners
receiving an  award  for  outstanding work  in promoting  soil
conserv.ation.    This  award `.ras  made  at  the  seventh  anmial
district  commis§ioner's  coi3ference  at  Ft®  Dodge,   Sapteinber  20,
1953®
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Foj..ty-..I..{ti]3.   ft,oar:pcl`€it,(ri.S  responded  to  i  re,quest   that   thc5'
`b ]bt5f..ribe  to  the  Iowa  Soil  &  Wa,tar  magazine.     Half  of  the  Sutt--
soription price  of  this  magrine  remained  in  a.edsr  County to
be used  to  help promote  soil  coasorvation  at  home.

SolL  c,on{siREVAIIonf  Fjm`.a  HidlENln-a
Don i,.`rilliams ,  '`.fork Unit  Conservationist

During  the  past  year  67  farmers  signed  requests  for  assist&tice,
43  Conservation  farming  guides  were  written  and  Complete  farm
plans  were  worked  out  with  19  farmers.    The  district  now  has  356
cooperators  and  211  coxplete  farm planso

Interest  has  been  good  art  i§  inGreasiri_g  every  year,  nc.t
only  in  Ced.ar  County  but  over  the  entire  nation.    However,  we.        .
have  little  more  than  scratched  the  sun.face,  a  tremend.our  loa,d
renains;  mich  can  be  done  by  organizing  small  groups  of  farmers
to  develop  and  carry  out  tiieir  conserva,tion plans®

tire  will  make  real  progress  ty  working  together.

PUT   ooNSREVATloN  ORT   Tlm  ILArm
Clarence  Beyer,   Conservation  Aid

A  new  all-time  record was  established  drum.ing  1953  by  the
Cedar  County  farmers  in  putting  soil  conservation  on  the  land..
q]his  was  a,ccoxplished. with no  increase  in  techn.ical  a,ssistance
furnished  to  the  district  .Dy  the  U.  S.  Soil  0onserva,tion  Service.
Favorable  weather  conditions  together  with  the  cooperation  of
farmers  and.  contractors  in  giving  several  days  advance  notice
has  rna,de  this  inQrea,sod  layout  possibleo

Sum4ARY  On  1953  Affl,ICALmlolT

Contouring ......................... ®.   4496  acres
Contour  Strip  Cropping ............ ®.®.117  acres
Pastor.e  lxprovement „.
Farm  Bra,in`age .........
Surfao6 .Drains ........
Ierra,cing. ; .........
1t'aterway  Development
Field' Boundaries ....
S.tructures..........
Farm  Ponds ..........

•........... a a a a   95  asres
............ 406,006  lineal  feet
...........,,,    ®   0®8   mile
..,........,,.,   Oo©  mile

................   18®5  acres

................   Li846  PC}ds

................        2

................         3
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EXTENslo]\T  smvIGE

How.and  A.  Hamilton,   Cedar  Ocrmty  EELension  Director,   has
tlr,ted  as  seeretry  of  the  district  and has  been  charged witr.
the responsibility  of promoting the  educational  givases  of
Soil  Conservation. tThig  has  been  done  thaougfi  soil  conservation
meetings,  individual  contaots,  and  other  meetings.    Some ri]rase
rf  soil  conserva,tion was  stressed  at  practically  every  eduear
tional  meeting held  in  the  county  d:uring the  year®    Iitr.  Hanilton
ra.n  across  a little  poem  written by I)r.  houtermilk where  he
States  that  if all  of us  could  see  the  effects  of drought,  floods,
Pestilence  and  starvation  among millSons  caused  by dissipatiqu
of  the  soil  resources  we  would urge  that  an  Eleventh  Command-
ment  be  added which would  go  something like  this  ~ - -

ttThou  shalt  inherit  the  Holy  earth as  a faith-
ful  star.'ard,  conserving  its  resources  and
produetivity  from  generation  to  generatiofl. ,
thou  shalt protect  tky fields  from  soil  ero--
sion  and  ttry hills  from  over-grazing lay.  ttry.
herdsi  so  th6r descendants  may  live  in  aha-
dance  forever®

If  any  shall  fail  in  this  stewardship  of
the  land  their  fertile  fields  shall,become
Sterile  stones  and  gullies,  and  their  desL
cendants  will  decrease  in  numbers  or  perish
from  the  face  of  the  ear.th  forever®n

due  you a  f.aithful  Steward?

solL  ccursREVATIOH  pAIs

Oelituries'^ of  decagred  vegetation  left  on  the  larid  and  in
the  soil  made  it  rich  and  productive.    We  rmist  not  and.  need
not `waste  it  now.

Eta,ture's  methods  c.f  conserving  the  soil  are  published  ir-
all  languages  and  tong`ies  for  everyone  to  studyo    We  can
adopt  a  System  of  miring roots  and  lea;veg  of  grasses  and
legumes  into  ctur  soil  every  time  we  work  it  f or  a  crop.    This
system but.1ds  organic natter,  decreases  the  al:lount  of  cormercial
fertilizer  re,quired,  helps prevent  droucht  damage.  helps  control
soil  erosion,  makes  the  ground  .easier  to  work  and nalces  farrL
ing more  profitable.

Preaching  soil  conservation pa;;-s.    PractT,icing  soil  con-
servation pays.    The  land  either  stays  where  it  is  or  goes
¢.own  the  riverg  1€t's  keep  it  vihere  it  is  {und  ir.1.prove  it®
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The  oormissionefs have fidgeted  the  funds  available  from
the  State  of  Iowa  to  the  best  of  their  ability.

The`re  wa.s  expended  from  the  $500.00  or  the  IA Budget  $58B.gr
which  was  used  as  follows:   (1)  prizes  for  the  Soil  Conservation
Scrapbock  Contest,,   (2)  newspaper  mats,   (3)  pictures,   (4)  post-
a.ge,   con. d  (5)   comissioner's  mileage.

S1052®1l  was  spent  for  extra  technical.  help,   clerical
assistance  and  for  new  equ.ipment.     This  is  known  as  the  2A
Bud8et®

OOMMI S SI 0NERS :

1..rn.  W.  Wertzba;ucher,  West  Branch,   Iowa
Geo.  R.  Kiser,  Wilton  Junction,   Iowa
J.   S.   Smith,   Stanwood,   Iou.ra


