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A break with 
tradition 

Mike Smith of Owasa is -pictured planting 
beans down the mlddle . of old corn rows with a 
new "pfant-till" system. His planter is equipped · 

beans without working the ground first. He just 
I plants down the middle of the . old rows as the. 

" trash whip~r" flings debri_s out of the way, 
eaving him a clear path for p1anting. 

on Conservation Tillage Tour 
by the Soil Conserva.tion District and the Hardin 
CountY Extension Service. · 

''The idea of: doing this makes a lot of ·the 
older farmers · shudder, ~ ' sa.id Smith. 
"Especially pbinqng beans right in with the 
corn stalks. I'm hoping besides what I save in 
fuel that it will cut down on the wind and water 
erosion· also." , 

Smith is planting 60 acres of beans on old corn' 
ground, 70 acres of corn on old corn ground and · 
180 acres of eorn on old bean ground with the 
system. Smith says he figures he is saving over · 

half J:tis previous field costs by using the system 
and also cutting dowh on his time in the field. 
An added bonu,s is that the ground hold& more · 
moisture when it has not been worked over so 
mu'ch. 

"This system should control wind and water 
.erosion by leaving more residu~ on the ground,'' 
·stated Steve Manternach, District Conserva­
tionist for ,the Soil Conservation District. "He 
also uses less fuel, a bout one gallon to the acr ' .. . 
to · get the crops in the ground." "' 
. The "trash whippers" ' resemble two disc 

· blades that throw the debris from the path. 
Herbicide is banded on, also cutting costs there, 

' and the l_9nd is C\lltivated with_ a Buffalo Till 
· Cultivator·which is designed to work in heavy 

trash. ' · 
. The system is not the same as no-till planting 

and this is the first year Smith has tried it. 
· "People have to try different things to see if 

they work,'' said Manternach. ''You will never 
know if it works until you give it a try.'' 

Smith's corn is coming' liP and "looking pretty 
~ ~~ii good" and bean planting should be complete 
,;1 · this week. Smith says he also migpt start 'to 

. cultivate hi~ corn ground. this week. . 

with a "trash whipper" 'that throws debris from 
. the middle of the row. Smith is h()ping the 

system will save him time, money and moisture . 
not to mention cutting down . on wind anc;l soil 
erosion. Smit~'s farm, as well as several others 
·in the county, will be featured on a ·eonservation 
Tillage Tour June 17 which is sponsored by the 
Soil Conservation Dis:trict and the Hardin 

· County Extension.Service. 

Area farmers wiH .get a chance to look at this · 
system on the tour June 17 which will look at 
various othet types ofcpnservation tillage also. 

According to Manternach the tour will try to 
see· what tyPe of practices are . working and 
which are not. Smith .is hoping his will be one 
system which is working. 

''Tliis might.Iiot be the ultimate system,'' said 
Manternach. "B!Jt we are trying--and hoping--it 

. will work 1
' 
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Soil Stewardship Week will be held 
nationwide thi~ year, May 24 through 3'1, 
according to Gary Walters, chairman of 
the Hardin County Soil Conservation 

·District. 
Since 1955, Soil ·Ste~ardship Week has 

been recognized in millions of churches 
. ~nd schools across the nation. It is 
designed to focus on the nation's nat11r~ll 
r.esource problems and to consider ways 
to solve them. 

comes increasingly apparent," .according 
to NACD. 

This year's event focus~..s on "Society's 
Pressure Points" as its theme and covers 
such topics as' soil and wate1· conservation, 
urbanization apd loss of prime .farmland. 

Information and materials for the 1981 
observance of Soil Stewardship Week are 
available from the Hardin County Soil 
Conservation District Office, located 
below the post office in Eldora . 

. "This country -must, at whatever cost, ,_..___..._ ____ ~~..__----., 
maintain the capacity of the land to 
produce food ·and fiber,'' ·cites the 
National Association . of. Conservation 
Districts · (NACD) in its booklet for the 
1981 observance. NACD sponsors Soil 
Stewardship Week hi c.qoperation with the 
nation's 3,000 soil and water conservation 
districts. 

"With our own population at 220 million 
and growing and with many regions of the 
world depending on the United States to 
supplement their food supply, the need to 
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Looking over co.rn 
on a tillage . tour 

. . 

· . Approximately 50 peOple attended the Hardin 
County Conservation Tillage Tour Wednesday, 
June 17, sponsored ·by the Hardin County 
Exten'sion Service and ••~-~~---fg 
••• . Here, onlookers hear crop specialist 
Sorel Brown talk about cutworm damage in a 

~ t ... 
i : ,. 
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field near Steamboa·t Rock far!Jled 1 by Jack ' ' · 
Smith. The tour looked at six fields in tht> ~ t , 
county that used different types of reducf'd, ·~ ~· . 
conservation, or no-till systems. · including ~ 

.step-by-step procedures used. and a look at the { : f . 

·. tillage equipment. · · · -· ! ~ I 



Allocate More Funds For 
SoilrConservation Work 

The Hardin County . Soil Conservation 
District bas received notice of . approval 
for supplemental cost-share funds . of 
$46 27112 for permanent soil conserv~tlon 
r~cti~s to be completed in 1981-82 fiScal 

Pear TJili; is in addition to the $22,491.~ 
!n~ted ·by the Department of Soil 
Conservation on J.ulY 1, 1981. · 
. According to Gary Walters, Chairman 
of the Hardin S.C.D., farmers in Hardin 
county are showing increaslilg interest in I 

rmanent . structures to reduce. son I 
:osion. 'The numbers of acres of 1 

conservation tillage used in Hardin county I 
·has increased markedly this. year. 

Walters states that the S.C.D. staff h;as 
worked·bard this spring and ~ummer wtth 

. farmers enabling· the Hardin ~.C.D. t~ 
receive these additional funds for soil 
conservation practices in Hardin county: I 

· By VALERIE GERDES planted;. The little planter strips 
'Hardin County were difficult to see in .the dvin~ 

Soil conservationist alfalfa. Three pounds of a second 
"It really looks good!" "This corn herbicide was applied after em erg­

is so tall!" . ·ence to control weeds. There was 99 
· These were some of the comments percent crop residue cover after 
that the Hardin County Agricultural planting. 
-Stabilization and Conservation Serv- T.he field was part'-·of the Hardin 
ice Committee members gave when Soil Conservation District and Exten­
they saw Jack Smith's n~till corn. sion Service Conservation Tillage 

Smith's field is west of Steamboat Tpur in June. There was a great deal 
Rock, where the stony condition of of skepticism when the Smiths 

planted the field, but curiosity 
brought many to see the · corn for 
themselves and check for weed con-

• trol and insect problems. _ 
Many people also came · to visit 

with Smith through the summer 
'Jack about this field. We are · all anX.ious 
Smith to see the yield results when the 

Smiths take the corn in a few weeks. 
The future ·plans for the field are io 
plant it to ·corn this spring with the 
nQ-till system. · 
. Smith suggests to those thinking of 
trying no;;m in alfalfa or any kind of 
minimum tillage to s~ some farm-

~e soil . tillage a ers who have tried different 'mini­
desirable alternative. The field pre- mum or reduced tillage systems for 
viously produced hay when Smith a few years. · · 

1 and his son Mike decided to try no- Your Soil Conservation Service 
till corn into the standing alfalfa. and County Extension Service have 

·He used 2,4-D at the .rate of 1.6 information to share for the asking. 
pints and 120 units 'Of 28 percent Call or stop by and visit ti' Jm. If you 
liquid nitrogen, which was applied to and several neighbors ar.! interested, 
burn down the alfalfa. A week later, we· can help you arr~11ge a meeting 
the corn was planted using a planter at your convenience to discuss the 

· with a population of about "25,000. A alternatives of conservation tillage. 
herbicide at 1.6 pints per acre was There are several farmers, such as 
applied after planting. · - the Stniths, who are willing to dis- ~ · · .. · · - · - '· 

Soil Conservation people had to cuss their reduced tillage systems THE FARM NEWS, Week of November 9,.1881 
J.99k twice to se~ if the field has been with ~ou. ' 



By Tom Hawley 
STEAMBOAT ROCK-You might say' 

ack Smith, who fal'ms near here, went 
ton a limb this year. You might even 
y Smith took a·gamble. · 
He planted 12 acres of rented ground . 
eorn--which in itSelf is not so unusual-­

ut he used a practice of no-till on tne 
1 

ound. In other words, Smith . did 
othing to prepare the seed bed, he just 

rlanted corn into what h3;d been an 
' falfa field the year before. 

"It looks really great," says Smith. 
It's amazing how well it looks. I guess 

I'm surprised." . ·' 
Smith has been interested in no-till or 

1 inimum till farming for years now, but 
·lays there were several things that kept 
j!im from trying the practice ~rlier . 
· ''We experimented with minimum till 
~0 years ago," says Smith. "But it didn't 
work out' too well because we lacked a :. 
~ood herbicide and a good planter. The 
~'dea has been arou~d a lpng time and I 
hink technology is finally catching up 
~ith farmers' ideas. We now have the 
means to successfully use low tillage.'' 
.{ just the 12 acres of land were planted 
no-till, the rest of .the Sniith farm, about 
200 . acres~ w'as planted in a till plant 
fashion--meaning the planter had a · 
~evice on it called a "trash wlllpper" 
whkh cleared a bed for the seed. 

The advantages with minimum till 
practices are three-fold; first, it helps 
cut down on wind and water erosion; 
~econd, it holds water better; and th4'd, 
'tis· mare economical. ' 

This ·week is Soil Conservation Week, 

a nd this type of farming may be an ad1 
important tool in preserving the valu- grd 

· able farmland found. in Iowa. Control- no-~ 
· ling soil loss is achieved by installing a . grJ 

system of conservation practi~es. It ~ · . ·" 
often requires a combination of cou 
.practices to reduce the loss. The ' WQ~ 
practices, terraces ·and conservation it. ~ 
tillage, are the main practices used in To 
Hardin County to reduce soil losses. The had l 
Soil Conservation office says it can give are 

' landowners an idea of what their soil occut 
loss is and what practices they need on year~ 
their own land to controlsoilloss. mulcl . 

Smith realizes that farmers have been seem:' · 
blamed 'for much of the soil erosion, but Sm.J, 
says farmers were not insensitive t o · with .\ 
erosion--they just didn't know what to do don~t 1 

about it. "Now we know," he says. ?e saJ 
As important as soil conservation is to' on hi~ 

farmers, another importimt factor of the till pl~ 
no-till and till plant system is econo- The 
mics. · use G 

Smith figures it took only a little over inCluG 
· a gallon of gasoline per acre to get his Hardi 

corn into tlie ground. That figure <:>nly ~ 
includes . the spraying of 2-4D and syste1 
Ra'mrod. _J He has· never gone over the no.:-tiiJ 
field again. All the work in the no-till "Fe 
field was done with a 70 horsepower gas ' JackJ . 
~act~. . · r~~ · 

Besides the amount of money saved-- vatiol 
there is· also the labor fa:ctor. "I l 
·- "I have 2,000 head of hogs so I really act~ 
didn't h~ve a lot of time to mess around said i 
in the fiel<;l,' ' says Smith. "I ~ould just Th 
as soon not go out there if I don't have toda~ 
to--and with this system I don'thave to." new 

/ our. s1, Si:nith, who farms with ~is son· Mike, 

' i 
I 

A no-till stand 
S~eamboat Rock farmer Jack Smith 

stands on the edge · of his cor~;~fi~ld 
which was planted with' the no-till 
system, in other words, corn was 

planted into an alfalfa field without first 
working the groun_d in any manner. 
Smith· says he "is amazed'' with the 
stand o( corn h~ is producing. The no­
till ·and till plant systems used by~ Smith 
and other Hardin County farmers save 
time an~ money as well as help stop soil 
erosion. · 



Final sample 
of Hardin ·soil 

Soil Scientist Kermit Voy take's th~ 
last sample of Hardin County soil for the 
county;s Soil Survey during a "Las't Acre" 
ceremony north of Steamboat Rock / 

Monday. The survey began in 1975 with 
a "First Acre" ceremony. Finished 
copies of the Soil Survey are expected 
to be distributed in three years. Forty­
.seven counties have completed modern 
soil surveys with ~mother 19 counties· · 
awaiting the surve'y _ to be 
published.Nineteen more counties are 
presently ~eing surveyed. 

To ma.rk ,end of 
H.ardin soil survey 

The six-year job of m~pping soil types 
in Hardin County will ·come to an end 
Monday, Sept'. 14, with a "last acre" 
ceremony at Setchel~ Park three. miles 
northwest of Steamboat Rock. 

The program will begin at 1: 15 p.m. 
and will be attended by state and federal 
Soil Conservation Service officials as 
well as reP,resentatives of county and 

1 city governments. , 
t Field work started in· September, 1975, 

under the direction . of Kermit Voy, 
survey party leade:r.. When completed, 
367,168 acres will have been ~app(tl in 

1 the county. · 
Hardin is the 70th Iowa county to 

conduct a soil survey. The remaining 29 
I counties in the state are either in the 
process of mapping their 'soils or have 
surveys · scheduled. James Johnson, 

. Hardin Coun.ty Extension director, says · 
that the· volume containing all of the · 
county's soil maps will be about 1¥2 
inches thick. This will not be available 
for three to four years, but par,tial 
advance reports will be . distributed 
through the Soil Conservation Service 
and Extension Service. 

Soil surveys are based on the charac­
j teristics of the soils as they occur on the 
land. Since each soil type is defined 

I Ot.VJ9 fJ/1/6 aiTIZEN 
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according to -its cl:taracteristics, inter­
pretation can be made as to how soils 
will react to various types and levels of 
management. The survey; therefore,' is 
not only an inventory, but also includes 
ratings, limitations and patentials for 
each soil type. 

This information is useful to farmers 
for planning herbicide application rates, . 
tillag.e ~ystems and soil testing 
programs. Information is offered for · 
each soil type which tells the range of 
organic matter, range of soil pH, the· 
acidity, amount of sand, silt and clay 
and water-holding capacity. The levels 
of phosphorus and potassium are also . 
listed. 

Commercial land developers a,nd . 
highway build~rs will also find uses {or 
the survey. It'will rate each type for 
road fill and highway location, founda­
tion suitability' sources Qf topsoil, sand 
and gravel, .for septic tank fields and 
sewage lagoons. 

Depth of water tables will also be 
notea as will the natural inte·rnal drain-
age of the' soil and the potential of soil to · 
bemg Hooded. · 

Monday's "last acre"· ceremony will 
be open to the public. 



Last Acre Ceremony To Mark End Of Soil Survey 
~ 

A six-year effort to inventory all of ihe Brown, Area Extension Crop Specialist, 
soil types in Hardin County will be low~· State University, Ames, will 
officially concluded on Monday, Sept. 14 represent cooperating agencies assisting 
during a "last acre" ceremony at Setcliell ' the Hardin county soil survey. 
Area County Conservation Park, three The field ·work started in September, 
miles northwest of Steamboat Rock. 1975. The . ceremony will mark the 

State and federal son conservationists mapping , of the final acre in Hardin 
will join city and county officials in the county following the six years of field 
commemorative program marking a work. The soil survey team, under the 
major update of the outmoded son survey direction of Kermit Voy, the soil survey 
complled in 1928. party leader, mapped all 367,168 acres of 

The program will start at 1:15 p.m. and Hardin county· " 
will include Bill Brune, State Conserva- Jim Johnson, County Extension Director 
tionist, Soil Conservation Service and for Hardin county said, "Hardin County. is 
Larry, V.ance, Director, State Dept. of Soil the 70th county in Iowa to complete ·a 
Conservation both from Des Moines. modem soU survey. Nineteen counties ,are 
Kennel Kassel, Ayrshire, a member of the currently being surveyed. and 10 counties 

. Iowa Soil Conservation Committee; Jerry have starting dates scheduled between 
Miller, Extension. Agronomist and Sorrel now and 1982.'' 

. c 

Johnson said that a publication. -_ 
approximately o~e and one-half inches x~ 
-thick can be· expected in three to four ...-. 
years. In the interval an advance report \.l_, 
will be available at the local Soil ~~ 
Conservation Service and County ~ 
Extension offices. ')t 

The completed Soil Survey of Hardin 
county has the potential for a large 
number of agricultural and non-agri­
cultural uses, rei»orts Gerald Miller, 
Extension Agronomist, Iowa State 
University. 

The completed soU survey is a 
comprehensive inventory of all of the sc;n 
resources of the county. The soU survey is 
based on the characteristics of the soDs as 
they . occur on the land. Since each son ·, . 

f)OifsUrvej-· ---
t . · (Continued from page 1) 

;i type is defined according to its 
~ characteristics, r interpretation can be· 

; made· as to how sons5"1QJ. r.e tp.tllfftT• . 
. types and levels·· "'Of·1 5 \..nt'anigement: 

I Therefore, the soU survey is not only im 
inventory of soU resources-, but also· 

! includes ratings, limitations, and poten­
tials for many uses for each soU type in 

~. the inventory. 1 

l1 ~e farm~~ can use the soil survey 'to 
I•,. obtam spectfi,c · information tor planning 
~ crop p~oduction . systegtS. For e~ample 
3l the ~oil S¥rv~y. report is useful fo; 
~t pl~n~g lierb~c1de application rates, 
if trrt~atlon r~~e.s, tillage systems, and soil 

-~~ testmg progra1l_lS . . For each soil type in i ~e soil inventory, iilformation · is 
. presented for the range of organic matter 
r~J!ge_ .~f sQil pH, t~e presence or absenc~ 
f lline~ the_ ~mount of. sand, silt, and clay, 

· and the avallable water holding capacity 
~e . · ~vai~ability . of phosphorus and 
P:<>tassiUm_-IS also given. Also, farmers can · 
us~ the soli survey to plan and develop· a 
soli a~d water conservation plan. 

~ngirieers,. land developers, realtors, 
~d hoJne budders can find answers to· the 
~ta·tions and potentials of the soil. The 
soli suryey report ~ates each soil type for' 
road f~ · and highway location for 
foun~tlon and suitability' for sour~es of 
~psoil, sa.nd, and gravel, for septic tank 
dis~s.~l fields, and for sewage lagoons. 
Other iinfonnation presented in the soil 

· suryey , which is important for non­
agncultural uses includes depth to water 
ta~l~, na~ural internal drainage · or" the· 
soil, and · .po~eptial of the soil to being 
flooded. . :.": 

·/. . 

Oth~-~ §r9.~ps which use the soil survey 
report,. include land -~praisers, banks 
and la~d cr.edit agencies, . oil and gas 
comparues,- public officials, and ·planning · 
groups, :... ·· .·. 
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·Iowa soil 
chief named · 

A Pennsylvania state qfficial, '; 
Walter N. Peeehatka, 42, has been · I 
hired . as executive vice _preSident of · · ! 

· . the · Iowa-based Soil "7!~: 
C'onser,vati"on · · ~ 
Society of America. ' 

· Peecluitka is no· .. 
the director of the 

· bureau of ·soil" and . · 
water conservatio · ·· .: · · 

. in the state d_epart 
ment of e~vi,on~ 
mental resourcel 

.. ·for Pennsylva~i . 
WALTER with offices· at'~ar · · ' 

PEECHATKA risburg. 

He will assume the top office in th~ 
Soil Con8ervation Society of Americ~ 
at its · international headquarters· 
south of Ankeny on March · 1. The . , , 
society, a non~profit scientific . and. '; 
educational association ·with 14,000 ~ 
members, is dedicated to promoting · j 

the wise use of land and w·a~e~ 
resources. 

·The Pennsylvania rpan bas been 
with the state soil and water c~nser­
vation thet~ sil)ce 1971. Prior to tluit 
be worked for· the state conservation : 
.conuilisSion. ~ that. state. ·'He iS a 
native of ·Pennsylvania - a~d., a ·1961 
Pennsylvania ·State .. Uni.versity • 
graduate in forestry. . 

He will fill a post vacant since the· . 
death, last ·summer, of Walter .. E. 

· Je!k~ of W as~gton~ I?: C. 

• 'I 
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windb~eak meeting planned; · 
A meeting on windbreak,· the Soil Con.servation Service, 

wildlife planti~gs and timber will be the ·speakers for the 
production and management afternopn meeting . 

• .will be held April 1, 1982 at All . Franklin · and Hardin 
1:00 P·Il1·· ·Room 101, McClure County residents interested in 
Hall, Ellsworth Community tree plantings for ·wildlife, 
College, .Iowa Falls. firewood, or windbreaks are 

Jean Plson, ISU Extension encouraged to attend. .. 
Landscape : Architect, :Carl . Sponsored by Franklin and 
Priebe ; ' Wildlife . Biologist, · Hardin County Cooperative 
Mike ·Bra·ndrup , District Extension Service and 
Forester, ·and Chuck Kiepe, Franklin and ,Hardin County 
District Conservationist froht .Soil ConservatiO'n Service. 

J!l< . 
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w~ich type of lease best fits 

OUR FARM and YOUR-SITU A Jl'lN ...... ....,._...._._....... __ ~ ............... ~---~~~-. . 

1n rea n 
Sto.ry and Photos By Stephanie Hamilton Stenzel 

The Extension Service and 
Soil Conservation Service from 
both . Hardin and Franklin 
Counties sponsored a meeting 
on planni11g windbreaks and 
p'roviding ·for wildlife. · 

Jean Olson, ISU Landscape 
Architect, explainedthatwind-' 
breaks can repre.sent a fuel " 
savings. Windbreaks planted 
9n the north only can s'ave 25%. 
North and west windbreaks 

.can mean a 33% savings. Olson 
said you probably can't justify a 
windbreak in cold hard cash, 
but, he added, neither can you . 
put a value on. a baby's smile. 

Carl Priebe, WildiHe · 
. Bielogist, pointed out that at · 

least seven rows of trees and 
shrubs are needed to provide 
shelter for · wildlife. Two rows 
should be shrubs and five rows 
of trees are needed. 

·• 

. . 

· · Jean Ol~on · · 

Priebe said there is a bill 
pending in the legisl~ture that 
would provide· a tax break for 
land left for wildlife. This wOl.ild 
include old farmstead _groves, 
marshes and grasslanq. 

Mike Brandrup, Distrjct 
Forester, discussed timber 
stand im.prbvetnent. . He said 
well managed trees can 
produce higher quality wood 
and _can sell for more money. 
He emphasized, that when 
harvesting . a . timber area, 
harvest the small and poorer 
quality trees first. 

Brandrup pointed out that s-· 
7 acre a of wooded area is need­
ed to supply wood heat for one 
home .. He sai-d before investing 

·in all the equipment needed to 
heat your home with wood, be 
sure you have access to the . 
required acres of wood. 

Brandrup said there are two 
reasons tree pi anti ng is un:­
successful. Controlling weeds 
is extremely important. Proper 
handling is also very important. 
30 seconds in direct sunlight 
can kill bareroot seedlings. 
Keeping t he root systems wet is 
also vital said Brandrup. Bran­
drup suggests planting in mid­
April and no later than the 
begiAning of May. · 

Weeds can be controlled 
with herbic.ides said Brandrup. 
He discussed several herbicides ' 
he has has success with. J 

Princep® will" kill, broadleaf 
weeds. 'It is a preemergent and 
should be applied at a rate a 2-4 . 
pounds of active ingredient per 
acre. T<he same rate is used 
when tank mi~ing Surfljln® and 
Princep®. BramaJrup said these 
should be appl!ed with a 
minimun of 40 gallons per acre. 

Goal® is used mainly. on 
evergreens. It can be sprayed 
on top of the evergreens if the.y 
are not .activel y, growing. ; 
Velpar® can also be used but is 
hard to get. However, it is a soil 
sterilant and can be used only . 
on red pine, Scotch pine and 
Austrian pine. 

Chuck Kiepe, District · 
Conservatior:~ist, briefly talked 
about requirements for the 
cost share program. The 
minimun requirement is- one 
row of .shrubs and two rows ot 
conifers. The minimun distance 
needed is 100 feet from the 
outside row to the building. 
· Kiepe said maki ng sure the 
tr~e will adapt to the soil is 
extremely important. Cost 
~hare m~mey varies from coun­
ty· to county, so chec~ with your 
·county Conservation ServicE" .. :·· · 
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Soil Stewardship Weelc Set Mar 16-23 
The Hardin Soil Conservation 'District 

will j.oin in the nat_ionwide celebration of 
Soil Stew~raship _ Week .to take place on 
-May 16-23,. 1982, according to an 
announcement b~ Gary Walters, Chai:f­
man of the district. The theme . of this 
year's · celebration is "A Time for 
Tenacity." · 

"This-is 'A 'rime for TenacitY' in our 
faith, in coQ.cept, in communication, in 
cooperation, in the political arena, 1 in 
experiments -and J"esearch, in leadership, · 
in priorilies, and in total commitment,'' 
cites the National Association of 
Conservation Districts [NACD] in the ·16-
page so·il Stewardship Week - booklet. 
Forward~' for the .publication was written 
by PresicJent Ronald Reagan. NACD has 
SPQnsored Soil Stewardship Week since 
1955, in cooperation with the nation's 

.J 
t . 

nearly . 3,000 ·soil and water conservation 
districts. · · · . 

Informative material on the Soil 
Stewar~hip Week theme each year is 
distJ;ibuted through loc.al conservation 
rustricfs ' to cler.gymen, lay ' leaders, 
cliurches, civic and educational ' organ­
izations and to individuals participating in 
the observance .. · · 
· "With the growth of _population and the 
world demand for food and with the 
clearing and development \of most land 
that is suitable for ' cultivation, we must 
turn . our attention' to th~ .task of saving 
every acre," according to NACD. "The 
dream of .adequate supplies " af food .and 
shelter must cover a period that e~nds 
far into the future because this is the only 
world we have ·and the total heritage df 
our descendan(s." , · · , 

, I 
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A con,servation tilla.ge tour ·of far~s _ 
doing unique or different· types of 

· · reduced tillage systems will be held on 
~ednesday a{terno(m, June 16, begin­
rung at 1:15' p.m.,. according to Jim 

· .J ?hnson, Hardin County extension 
director. • · . 

I The tour' co-:sponsored by the Hardin 
County . Ex;tension Seryice and the 
Hardin:· C_mmty · Soil Conservation 
if?istrict, wi'll' begiri at the co-op elevator 
in. Owasa. ~pecial ri0-till herbicide plots 

1• will be vtewed in that area before 
. ·touring north Hardin County farms. \ · 

Several farms .in, tbe county will be 
viewed oy car caravan' . . Information · 

· sheets ol) _each farm will be provided at 
1 . each of the stops, including st~p-by~step 
pr~c~dures used. Tillage eq~pment will· 

1 be dtsplay~d. In addition, herbicides in· , 
reduced tillage wi.l) be demonstrated in 
a no-till herl;>icide plot at orie· of the 

. !<';stops. ~nsect·aetivtty"in tillage· systems 
will also be covered, on the tour. · 

·· All_ .area farme~·; agtj.-business· per­
sonnel, and others :interested· in conser­

. vation tillage are-invited to attend tile 
free tour. · 

- ~ ... ·· 
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"(#.avy rains h~alt Jl/anting 
ancl· ca·use seriouS eros.ion ~ 

With ...... more ·than seven inches- of 
rainfall this month plailtmg activities 
ruive come to a halt, but the soil has been . 
moving - eroding, that is. 

·Soil conservationists have reported 
heavy soil losses this spring du~ to 

. rainfall · at a time when tlle soil is 
. extremely susceptible to erosion. 
According to some estimates, 50;009 
acres of Hardin County soil have 
suffered losses of more ,than 20 tons ·per 
acre dJ,tring rains so far this month. The 
average allowable loss, according to 
law, is five tons per acte per year in 
Hardin County. That varies depending 
on soil type. · 

·· . The soil . erosion has been "serious" 
this spring because of the timing of the 
rain, ~ccording to Val . Gerdes, soil. 

. conser-Vationist with the Hardin County 
Soil Conservation Serviee office. 

' 1Water erosion is the worst kind," . 
Gerdes said. "We've had so much snow 

·'melt this spririg· and now ·the rain. The 
. snow melt loosened the soil and started 

... _the. erosion and the rains came along 
and carried the soil away.'' . 

. . Gerdes·said t)le amount of fall plowing 
done last yea!:'~ was a big factor in the 
erosion this spring. Fields with a slope of 
more th~n 5 percent, planted in 

soybeans last y~ar, plowed straight up 
.and down the hills and fall plowed have · 
shown the greatest soil losses. · 
· "The rains came at the worst time 
posslble from the standpoint of S\!Scept­
ibility to erosion," Extension Director 
Jim J.ohnson said: Many fieltls had been 
till~ for planting and were laying tlare 
when the rain came. With no plant ~over 
to protect the sbil, the rain carri·ed much 

. -of _ the topsoil with it · into· Jitches, 
fencelines, streams and river~. · 

Soil C.onservaVon Office looking fer help · to have . i~ change their varieties. to 
in establishing a . soil conservation v· shorten the growing season, sam· Exten­
system· SQ 'they ''don't make the same sion Director. Johnson .. · . 
mistake next year," Gerdes said. , "I haven't see:n any large panic to 

Conservati_on systems, she explained; shift from corn to soybeans;" Johnson 
incorporate more· than one conservation said. "There are some individuals, but I 
practice. For-example, a farmer may don't think the number is l~rge at this 
change · his row patterns, terrace his , . · point.'' 
fi~lds, or establish waterways in ild<U- ,Johnson said it is getting 'to a critical · 
tion to ~onverting to conservation date, especially fc;>r seed corn growers. 
tillage. Each practice reduces soil loss Many have already planted their female 
and when combined with · other corn; but not their male corn and the 
measures , the SOil SaVings are timing is Cr,iticat I 

multiplied. · . Corn which has been planted .isn't 
Conservation tillage was practic.ed on doing well, Johnson reported. The cool, 

· 10,000-=acres 9f Hardin County cropland . wet soil and lack of sunlight ha8 slowed 

Conservation tillage, whi~'h h.PS been 
pushed hard by soil conservatiOnists and • 
the Extension in the past few years has 
helped, but· not P,revented soil runoff, 
Gerdes said. Farmers who practice 
c~nservation tillage havp reported their 
fields are in better s}lape than other 
fields. · . · · · · 

The t{eavy raiu· and soil runoff ...which 
resulted has shown many· farmers the 
.need for a conservation system, Gerdes · 
Said. ' 

"Many Jariners . didn't reruize they 
were losing soil until this spring when 
they could see. it,'' she explained. ''Until 
something like this -- which acceierates 
the loss- hap}lens they do~' t realize how 
bad it is." 

Several farmers have contacted the 

.,.- last year, Gerdes said. She expects corn , growth ·and, in many cases, . 
the acreage to be .even ~gher this year produced yellowish, weak-looking corn. 
·and to increase each year. · Given better conditions later it can 

"It's something that is just hittfug the : · catch up; Johnson :said.' 
general market," she said. "We've had Less than 5 percent .of the .soybeans 
a big push on the last couple of years, have been planted and that may be a 
really making an education effort to good thing, he said. Soybea~s are 
inform · farmers ·about conservation sensitive to cool, wet soil. 
tillage .. " · . .. Farmers afe not ·the only ones who are 

While farmers are considering what having problems . because of. th.e ··wet 
. conserva-tion practices · they may weather. Johnson said homeowners and 

employ next year they are al&o consider- gardeners should watch their lawns and 
ing what,varieties of corn to plant thiS vegetables for. fungus. Wet weather and 
year. Because corn planting has been . humidity are conduCive to the growth of 
del~yed so long many farmers are going fungus on plartts, and he expects a lot of 

problems this year. Individuals who 
' have problems . with fungus on their 

plants may contact the Extension office 
for help in combating it, Johnson said. 



... ,_.e.rimen,ts With· No-Till 
by Virginia Stnes after the rain. 

[H-I Editor] · Conservation officials note that no-till 
If you think no-till fanning is a ris~ farniing will save the soil. Average soil 

business, you haven't been -talking with , lasses on cropland in Iowa are 10 tons per , 
Ken Reece of rural Eldora. · acre per year, twice what is eonsidered 

This sprfug, Reece is plan~ apprQxi-·: .. :a~owable on most soils .. No-till can cut. 
mately 980 acres in the no-till method .and soil losses to well under f1ve tons per acre 
is hopeful the decision wOl pay off ·in the a .year o~ gentle stopes. On ste~p stope~, . 
fall. Reece has been investigating th~· Wlth a corn-soybean rotaton, no-tUl m 
area of -no-till for the last four years, and · combination with other' . con~ervation 
has done limited amounts of no-till in the . practices may be the only way to get soil 
past - not as extensively as he Is doing this losses to ~thin. the five ton figur~~ . 
year. · It is believed that· no-till saves fuel and 

Reece knows that' no-till is an excellent !Pne. No-till takes three to four gallons 
. erosion control practice, but ~ys.it sttoul~ . ~r ac~~ les:; than ~oayentional tlllag,e ~d 
be part of an ~ros!on control syst~m. In f1eld tiffi~ lS cut m -half .witl:l ?o-till. It 
m~t cases, plantmg should be on the ! saves ~olSture ~cause soils don t dry out 
contour or at least across the slope, · as fast if they are undisturbed. - \ 
according to conservation · . officials. , No-till Wli1 not solve all the problems. U 
Leaving grass waterways in field weeds or Insects_ were a problem in a 
depressions is important., they . say, conventionally-tilled ·field; they're Ukely 
because runoff water in those concentrat- going to be a · pr~blelil· U the field Is 
ed areas still needs to be controlled! no-tilled,' The same Is true for wet soils· 
Terraces may be needed with no-till on· and olher conditiQns. N~tm farming faces 

\steep tand to reduce erosi9n to acceptable.:: the sauqe .probl~ms ·as conventio~ com 
levels. , . and sc,ybean production; it's 'just a case of · 

Reece forse~ no dlfferenc~ in crop ~. ~opU.g differently with the problems. . 
· yields this fall from conventional planting Conservation~ officials say · more and 
methods: other areas he planted before more Iowa f~ers are deciding against . 
the rainfall are already up. He completed any, tillage ·in the fall. Particullirly ·oil 
·his corp planting last week, saying lie hid soybean stubble, there's no· evid~ce that 
no real difficulty ln returning .• the Jie.ds .fall tillage increas~ yi~l<n;. · · . , . .' . 

• t " ~ 1'&ere are a numbet of kdvantages of no 
tillag~ in the fall, however: · • ~, 
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- leaving re~idues 1:llltouched in the fall 
keeps opti(ms wide open for . n&-till~ 

1
till 

plant, etc., the next spring. . · 
- liesidues prevent wind erosion in the 

winter, keeping the countryside beautifu.l 
and soil in fieldS rather :than road ditches. 

• J ·• • 

- turn livestock into ··corn stalks for 
extra feea. , · · 

- residues . provide som~-- f~od · · and 
·shelter for wildlife. 

~ snow caught by standing stubble is 
moisture for the next year's crop·.· 
- with rio fall tillage, both time and fuel 

-are saved, reducing Ute fall worldoad: . · 
:ntose interested in the advantages and 

disadvantages of using no-tm are 
encouraged to contact the HardiJi .. Co~ty 
Soil Conservation District for further 
information. · ' 

. , 

Ken ~ce, Eldora~- ~~er, IDs~~ a row of newly-planted com~ a , field . 
east ~f Eldora ·planted t&st Thlll'ifday. The planter pUshes the residue of the field 
togetlier and plants the com seed In a clearly-~ked row. The field was not faill 
plowed. . · . · 

-(· 

· . . 'Ibis 12-row Henneker~ plant.rr goes ~asDy ~up the field year~ ~· County Cpnservatlon offi~lsls are promoting. 
east of Eldora, planting com Iii a field -plaDted tO soybeans last . no-~ planting-lil the area this year to cut erosion of topsoil. . 

) 
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demonstrates how · this 
. spe·ctal planter works . bi . , providing : 

minimum tillage for planting com in his 
field neat tlwasa. ' 

· Ad~ocGtes Using Minimum 
Tillage·.Tq SC.ve Hardin Soil :.: 

by Virginia Stiles , 
[H-I Editor] \. 

There is a large emphasis being 
placed on soil conservation practices 
during the growing ·season of 1982. 

Carl King of rural 0wasa · is no " 
exception· and this year undertook 
practices td carry out I his regular . 
schedule of emphasizing cons.ervation 
tillage on his farm.-

1 

King rented a special planter from 
Pine .Lake Implement in E;ldora which 
utilizes minimum tillage and which he 
used to plant 40 acres of com last 
week. Forty acres is the maximum 
allowed on the ASC program which 
provides financial assistance for those 

' practicing conservation tillage in1 their 
planting procedures. · . 
1 Use of minimum tillage is not new to 

King, who has not cuJtivated his fi~l$ 
for approximately 10 years, . even 

\ though thi~ ·is the first · time he has . 
taken advantage of the· special ~;>Ianter 
for the process. The planter is rented. 
through arrangements with the imple­
ment dealer at a cost per ~ere. 

King says he · feels there is no 
difference in yield experienced through 
the use of · minimum tillage as 
compared to the conventional tillage 
process. 

Officials at the ~ardin County l Soil 
Conservation District are promoting 
the .use of minim111m tillage and no 
tillage .this year for var~ous reasons. 
·First, they feel the use , of these 
practices· will save Iowa's valuable 

soil. 
A v:erage soil losses on cropland in · 

.Iowa are 10 tons per acre per year, 
twice what's consid~red allowable or~ 
most soils. No-till or minimum tillage 

· can cut soil losses to well under five 
. t,ons per acre· a year on gentle slopes. 

On steep slopes, with a corn-soybean 
·rotation, no-till in· combination · with 
other conservati9n practices may be 
the only way to get soil losses to within 
the five ton figure. , 

It can save fuel. No-till takes 3 to 4. 
gallons-per acre less than conventional 
tillage. It can save time. Fiel<l time is 
cut in half. It -can save moisture. Soils 
won't dry out as ·fast if they are 

~ undisturbed. '. -
It can work 'fOr the fanner. 

Conservation officials say that farmer~ 
all over Io\Ya are proving no-till works. 

Officials ,state, however, that no-till 
farming won't control all · erosion. · As 
good as no-till is for, erosion control, it 
won't solve all problems. On soybean 
stubble, for instance, a heavy rain will 
often cause erosioiL Concentrated 
runoff water in no-till fields also causes _. 

·gully erosion. So, in most cases,_no-till 
is just . a part of a cqmplete son 

· conservation system. · 
It won't solve all 'problems. If we~ds 

or insects were a problem in a 
conventionally-tilled field, they're 
likely going to be a problem if the field . 

~ is not tilled. The same is true for wet 
soils and other conditions. 

'No-till farmilig · faces the same: 
problems ~s conventional corn and 

soybean production, it's just a case of 
, coping differently' with the problems. 

Nd-till farniing won~t necessarily 
produce higher yields. Iowa farmers 
ha_ve found yields of · no-till are 
compa~able to conventional tillage: 
' No-till is an excellent erosion control 
practice, but it should be part q.f an 
erosion control system. In most cases, 
planting should. be on the contour or · at 
least across the slope. Leaving grass 
waterways in field depressions is­
important, Jlecause runoff water in. 
those concentrated areas still needs to 

· · be controlled. Terr~ces may. be ne,eded 
with no-till on steep land to ,reduce 
erosion to acceptable levels. 

It's probably lrue,· officials, state, 
that farming no-:till takes _better 
ma~agement than conventional farm~ 
ing. Fields should be ·checked regular!~ 
for weed and insect problems and be 
treated promptly for those problems. 

At any rate, anyone consid~ring the 
. · use , of rio-till or miniffium tillage are 

. asked to contact the Hardin County ' 
Soil Conservation District for the · 
guidance needed in qiaking th~se 
cha~ges. 

It is important .~or all persons -. either 
rural or urban - to be conscious-.lof the 

. effect of ~ these procedures on the 
·agricultural community. Using the · 
conservation . practices may sound 
risky at first, officials.state, but will go 
a long way in saving Iowa's cropland 
for many generations to come. 

Jf you' aren't .sure about that - jl,lSt 
contact Carl KiRg. 
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·Set/Windbreak , 
Clinic Feb. ·9 . _ 

· Officials. from the Hardin County- Soil 
Conservation Office no,te that December 

· ice stonns damaged many wjndbreaks in 
the "area ~d anyone who had damage to 
their trees at that time should 1>lan to 
attend a windbreak clinic at the Ackley 
Country Club at 1 p.m. on Wednesday; 
February 9. · 

Renovation of existing wbidbfeaks wm 
s be covered in cJ_etaD. Mike Brandrup, 
,f district fores~er, wm discuss looking for 

diseases, selecttv~ thinning of extstlng or · 
daniaged trees, selecting .trees compatible 
With existing ·species and various aspects 
of maintenance. · · · 

/Paw Wray, eXtension foresier from · 
Iowa State University will also cover 

1
establishing new windbreaks, how to 

, , plailt, prune and water. He will also 
s update the honeysuckle aphid problem. 
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Wh1dbre~k clinic set for: Feb. 9 at Ackley · 

A three courity Windbreak Clinic will 
be held at- the Ackley Country Club 
starting at 1:00 p.m. Feb. 9. A short. 
program will be · presented on the 
establishment and maintenance of wind­
breaks. · 
P~ul Wray, Extension Forester, ISU," 

and Mike Brandrup, District Forester 
and Bil) Welker, Soil Conservation Ser~ 
vice Biologist will be on hand to answer 
specific questions about trees to use, 
when and how t9 plant, fertilization · 
weed- control, re-novation of existing 

~ ' 

windbreaks or any other problems. The 
cost-share program for each county will 
also be ~overed. 

If you have any qqestions, please • 
contact your local Soil Conservation 
Service Office. 
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.··.lt won't' work! Corn won't grQw that Sunday, February 13, to Tuesday, . 
way! Not so'lOilg· ago this w.as the reaction February 15. . . 
Of-many Har,din County Fariners to nO:.till ~e two-day program willt?.e held in·the 
farmirig says Gar.y Walterst Soil Plaza · Theater at the Mall, accorcli.rig to 
E:onservation District Chainnan. But. Walters~ ·and will cover four major. are3s 
no~ these same farmers have seen the of farmer/ concerns about no-till fanhing. 
success of their neighbors no-till farming The Monday . morning, February 14, 
methods and are interested in finding out. program will feature farmer systems 
how to use no-till methods in their own while the afternoon program will ce~te·r 
{arming oper,~tions acc01:,-ding to Walters. around chemicals and their selectiOn and 

~ walters says ·attendilig infonrlational . use. The Tuesday morning, Februalj: 1Q,_ 
D;J.eetings -such as the Merle .Hay No-Till program will . concentrate on . farmer 
D~ys at, Merle Hay Mall, Des 'Moines,. machinery 'm<><micatiollS, and the after­
February 14 and 15th, is a .good way to · noon program. will. be on·. fertilizers and 
.1-e&rn about this new farming method. The ' their placement. Programs will_ begin 
Merle Hay No-Till Days · program will ~ily at 10 a.m. ~d adjourn by 3:15p.m. 
hig~ght f.armers tal.ldng to ··farmers, as . 
centtal Iowa farmers tell what is working . l\ferle Hay No-Till. Days are t'sponsQred 
fo~ them. At the same time farmers\ can . by the nine central Iowa Soil Conservation 
see. and talk. to equipmen* and machinery, ... Districts surr~~ding Polk Cotm,ty~ . The 
fenillzer, and chemic~ dealers at t~~ir Har.<¥o Soil Conservation .District Coll)­
'!~bits · · throughout ·the Mall from · missioners hope to s~ you there . . -,~ . 
.. ...... 

. '· 
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•• 

Area f~rmers have one last 
opportunity to attend· a major 
ti1lage conference ~nd learn 
~bout · new· no-till farming 
methods before the '83 
planting season, according · to 
Gary W~lters, Soil Conserva­
tion District commis-sioner. 
That opportunity is the Merle 
Hiy no-till days at Merle Hay 
Mall in Des ~)Aoines, . Feb .. ~ 13 
through Feb. 15.. . · · . ·: · · -

Equipment, machinery, fer­
tilizer and chemical dealers 
will be displaying their 

products in exhibit~ ~!trough­
out the mall· during the .3-day . 
show. 

The program will be 2 days 
oniy on Feb. 14 and 15. ;The 
program will highlight central 
Iowa . farmers telling what's . 
been .successful to them · in 

. sy~tems rhanagem~nt, chem- •· 
ical selection and use, rna-

, .. chiner.y modifi~ation, a~d Jer-
.... Hiize.i' ,pJace-nient, .Walters · 

said. Programs will begin each 
day at 10 a.m. in the .Plaza . 

. Theater and adjourn by 3:25 
p.m. . 

Merle Hay no-till days are 
sponsored by the nine central . 
Iowa Soil Ctmservation Dis- -­
tricts which include Marshall 
a.nd Story counties. Your 
Hardin Soil Conservation 
Distiict commissioners hope 
to see. you there. 
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No· n11 ~rogram For Farmers Set . 
Area ·farmers have one last opportunity 

to atteltd .a major tillage conference and 
learn about new no-till farming methods 
before the 83 planting season according. to 

-Gary. Walters, Soil Conservation District 
Commissioner. That opportUnity is the 
Merle Hay No-Till Days at Merle Hay 
.Mall in Des Moines, February 13 through 
February 15., • 

' 
Equipment, machinery, fertilizer .. and 

. chemical dealers will be dispJ,&ying their 
prOducts in exhibits througnout the Mall 
during the three-day sho:w. . · 

The . program Will -be tw~ days _only on 

February. 14 and 15. The · program will 
highlight Central· Iowa farmers telling 
what's been successful to them in systems 
management, chemical selection and lise, 
machinery modification, apd fert~er · 
placement, Walters said. Programs-~ 
begin each ·day at 10 a.m . . in the PJ,aza 
Theater and adjourn by 3:25 p.m. . · 

I . . . 
Merle Hay No-Till Days _ are .spdnsored 

by the nine Central Iowa SOU Conservatim 
.Districts which . includes Marshall. and 1 
. Story Counties.·' ( Yoltt · ·aardin Soil 
·'Conservation District Commissioners 
· ·hope to see you there. 
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· No-Till conference 
beg:ins FeiJ·. 13 

d 11 . 
-. Area'f~nners 'have one last opportuni­
'ty· to attend a major tillage ,confere~ce 
and learn about new no-till farming 
methods before 'the 1983 planting season 
according. to Gary Walters, Soil Conser­
vation District Commissioner; That op­
portunity is th~ Merle Hay No-till ·Day~ 
at Merle Hay Mall in Des Moines, .Feb. 
13 through Feb. 15. , · 
EqW,p,me~t, ,~a'chinery, fertilizer ~nd 

chemical dealers will be displaying their 
products in exhibits tl)roughout th«r Mall 
during the three-day show. 

The program will b~ two days only on 
Feb. 14 . and 15. 'J1le , p~ogram will 

highlight Central Iowa farmeJ;"S; telling, ~ 
what's been successful to .tl)em . in-;· 
.systems management, chemi~ sel~-. : 
tion and use, machinery mo4ification, ' 
and fertilizer placement, w alten; said. : 
Programs will begin each day-~t 10 ~.m._. ' 
in the Plaza Theaterandadj~ by3:25 
p.m. . . ·' . 

Merle Hay N.o-Till Days are spqnsored 
by the nine Central Iowa Soil GQ.~r.v~­
tion Districts whi.ch includes. Ma~all 
and Story Counties ~ Y,our Hard!Jt ) 1 

· Conservatian District Commissi~ 
hope to see you there. 
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Less Foil Tilloge 
! D~ne In Hardin Co •. 

Hardin County ranks above the state 
average in the percentage of land not 
tilled ~ast fall, according to the USDA Soil 
Conservation Service. 

. "In · Hardin ·county, w~ estimate 97 . 
,percent of the soybean land wasn't tmed ' 
last fall, and 70 percent of the com ·ground · 
wasn'.t plowed with a moldboard plow," . 
says District Conservationist Steve 
Manternach. '~The corresponding state 
wide figures are 80 percent ·for soybean 
ground and 82 percent for com ground." 

Across .the state, there was less tillage 
last fall than probably any other year, 
because of the weather and changipg 
fanner attitudes. · 
· "The plowing of corn stalks and tillage 
of soybean ground were singled out for the 
survey because of their impact on soil 
erosion," Manternach says. "If there 
were no moldboard plow~g of cornstalks, 

1 
~d bean ~round was planted _!nto ·directly 
w1th no-till, we'd have a ·significant 
amount of soil savings." 

'' 
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.·Sponsor 'Untillage'' Club Here .. 
Hardin County Soil Conservation soybeans residue 30% groun(l cover and 

District and Hardin County Farm Bureau for com stalks 40% cover is requited. 
are sponsoring an untillage club this Residues will be nieaspred after planting. 
spring. "In order to leave , this amount of 

"Thousands of acres of com and residue on top a farmer is go~g to have to . 
soybeans were ieft untouched last fall greatly reduce his tillage operations,'' 
which did a good job of protecting the son says Walters. "No-tilling coni into bean 
during the. winter and we would Uke to see stubble is the best way to · le~ve this . 
as much of that residue left on ·top the amount of residue. One light trip with a 
ground 8fter planting this spring," says field cultivator might alSo be . used in a 
Gary Walters, Chairman Hardin County field that wasn't touched. last fall. ·But 
Soll Conservation District. · even one trip will 'probably cover too 

"To.'join the untillage club all you have much residue." · ~ 
to do is sign a pledge card saying you will Cornstalks could ·be disked and field 
r:educe tillage or try no-till .this spring. · cultivated prior to planting. · If the 
This will ·. leave corn stalks and bean . cornstalks were fall chiseled the ~ number 
residue on the soil surface after -of d.iskings should be reduced in order to 
planting,"" says Steven Manternach, leave enough residue. 
Qistrict Conservationist "When you sign "We are hoping farmers take advantage 
a pledge card you will receive a free of the PIK and Reduced Acreage 
bumper sticker. The pledge cards will be Program to try a few acres of no-till. this 
used for a draw-ing 'for free premergence spring. ~ program spould allow them 
herbicide. The names which are drawn· more time to develop and evaluate their 
will win the chemicals if they have left no-till system,'; -Manternach said. 
adequate crop residue on the soil surface 
after planting.' The fields must ·be planted 
to-either corn or ~oybeans." , · 
. The ~ount of crop I:esldue required 

· wi1J; ~~nd on the type of resldu~. For 

) 
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Little Time To 
Plow Might 

(&'freport 

Publisher .... '. . . . . . Merle C. ~ 
. /1'\anager . • .. . .. .. L.any A. Waage 

Editor .. . .. .. .. .. . Karen Thielen 
Reporter .. . ... . Stephanie Stenzel 
Reporter .. .... . Connie S. Eckhoff 
Reporter .. .. .. .. .. Kathy M. G~ 
Sales . . . . . . . . Don VanLaningham 
Sales . . . . . . . . . . . Margaret Corrick 
Telephone Sales Daria McBain 
Telephone Sales . . JoAnn VerHelst · -Be Benefit •t report Is a bimonthly newspaper 
distributed free to the rural routes of 
76 towns in Cerro Gordo. Frankfin. 
Hancock. Hardin. Winnebago and 
Wright counties. complete. plus some 
of Aoyd. Hamilton. and Humboldt 
counties. q report is published by 
Printing Services. Inc •• P.O. Box 263. 
Belmond. Iowa. Advertising and editor­
ial address Is the_sarne. Phone 515-
444-3955 : Iowa Wats: , (800) 

; Story And Photo By Stephanie Hamilton Stenzel 
. . 

1982 will obviously be a 
year -farm.ers will remember. 
It was a continuous battle­
first to get crops in to the 
ground, then trying to keep 
·them clean and finally 

1 · wading through -the mud to 
get them out. Getting much 
.plowing done was probably 
very unlikely. 

The Hardin Cciunty Soil 
Conservation Service (SCS) . 
feels that less plowing may, · 
in the long run, be a wiser 
idea. 

Val ·Gerdes, with the 
S. C.S., said perhaps this 

· would be a good time to ,try 
different · tillage - systems, 
such . as .chisel disking, off­
set <;lisking or no-till. She 
added that if a farii\.er is 

·unsure just ho~ a new 
method. wili fi t into his or 
her present operation to call 
the t.Jardin Cqunty S.C.S.~in 
Eldora. · 

Cost' is becoming ·an im- · 
portant consideration when 
switching methods, said 
Gerdes. Fuel prices con­
tinue to -. climb and with 
minim uril-till or ·preferably 
no-till, cb sts are reduced. 
Less trips through the field~ 
obviously reduces fuel used 
·and cut ~ down on the wear 
and tear of machinery. 

Farms continue to grow 
in size and some fields may 
be quite a distance from the 
home place. Gerdes said one · 
farmer pointed out he 
spends less time on the road 
hauling machinery back and 
forth. · · 

.. 722-3941. . . 
Due to the nature of articles appearing 

· in at report product names arid/ or 
business services often appear. The 
publisher of •t report attempts 
neither to endorse or discredit any 
product or business. Mentions of pro­
duct names or business are made only 
to enhance the clarity of meaning of 
the editorial content. 

.Not ict' : 

Publication is twice monthly: 2nd and 
4th week of each month. 

Subscription rates for those not on 
regular RFD routt-.s: one year (by mail) 
S10.00 

POSTMASTER: Send address change 
to AG-REPORT. Box 263. -~lmond. 
Iowa 50421 

· Erosion is becoming more before." 
iml?ortant to farmers, · said · There will be 1Several 

Gerdes · They h te t ·meetings this winter about . . a o see 
that good, _ rich black soil conservation tillage , said 
.blowing in the wind a_nd Gerdes. They will be span­
oftentimes ending up in the · .. sored,by the Hardin Cour;tty 
ditches. . · ' S. C.-S.' and Extension Ser-

Gerdes did add that a VIce. Gerd~s urges anyone 

Weather conditions weren't optimum for many farmers .to get .this year'~ fall plowing done. That 
might be a good thing according to soil conservation officials who believe farmers should check into reduced 
tillage. ( Ag Report photo by Stephanie Stenzel) · 

• J • .. 

Gerdes talked with some 
area farmers 'Yho are. tt:ying 
riew methods. Ge-rdes 

_ pointed. out farmers are fin­
ding less time to plow, and 
this vear even more so. 

farmer has to have good 
weed control before 
sWitching .methods . "You 
can' t expect t o have clean 
fields with no-till if y..ou 
didn~ t have Clean fields 

interested to attend . 
"Not only will a reduced 

tillage system help cut your 
spring work load., but it can 
reduce soil losses and in­
crease soil tilth." 

) 

J 



Hardin County Soil .Conservation Dis­
trict and Hardin County Farm Bureau 
are sponsoring an untillage club . this 
sp~g. ..· . . . 

"ThousaqdS-:·:- of . 'acPes of corn and 
soyoean8'. wer~ left i untouched last fall 
which did a good job of protecting the 
soil ~qring~~e ~ter aJ!It>~e would .~e · 
to s~ ~~ ~J,!~h Q~ tha~ r~~qu~ Jeft Q~ top 
of the roimd after . lantii} ' thiSs riii' ~~ J-l 'g ..,.. . p ,., ._g __ .P . g, _. 
says Gacy 'Walters;·' ChB:lfman 'Hardin 
County SOH Conservation 'District. 
' . 
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"To join the untillage club all you have residue on to~ a farmer is going to ·:have 
to· do is sign a pledge card saying you to greatly reduce histillage operatiohst 
will reduce tillage or try no-till this · says Walters. ''No-tilling corn into bean 
spring. This ·will leave·. corn stalks and stubble is the best way to l~.aye thi$ 
~an residue on . the soil surface after amount ~f residue. One light t.Ijp with a 
planting,'' says Steven Manternach, ..... field cultivator migh~ also be used· in a 
District Conservationist. ' field that wasn't touched last fall. But 

·-~·'When you sign· a pledge card you will · even ·one trip will probably cover· too 
receive. a free bum:per sticker. The much residue." _ • _, .. -... .-: · .. \:~ 
pledge' cards will be used for a drawing Cornstalks could be disked •. and .J~eld 
for .. .free preemergence .herbicide. The cultivated prior to p~~ting~ . ~f. ' . .-the ; 
·ruuries :which are drawn will win the cornstalks were fall ch1seled the n'Uin'ber 

· cltenrlcals if they have left , adequate of diskings should be reduced· iii ·or der 
crop ·residue on the soil surface after ·to leave enou~ residue. · :·· · .._. ·,~-· .. ··. 
planting~ ';rhe .fields must be planted tQ We -are hopmg farmers -take ~dv~t-
either.corn or soybeans. · age Or the P~ ~~.9 . ~e9~~ed .A.c:r;~~e 

'lbe· amount of. crop residue reqUired Program to try a few ~cres Qf no:-till.this 
will depend on the type of ·residue. -For spring. Thi~ program slioilld allow them 
SOybeanS teSiduel :io~·)·~ound COVer and more I ti~e· • to' develop and . evaliiate 
fO~·· COrD .. ·$llts. '4o9(}·-,:~o-\rer ' is reqtnred. their no-till system::·'' .. .r. . , ·~ 
R~id\J:~·:WU! ~Qe.:m~ured;}lf.ter plant-frlg."· • ••w i • ..1. ''' ,( l c.'. ·." 

"In order to 'leave · this amount of 
. -~..:..: _. :.. :: 

it, 



SCS- INF-74 Rev. 9- 69 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AG RIC ULT URE 

SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE 

INFORMATIO NAL ACTIVITIES 

He r ald- I nde x 
Name of paper---- -- -- - -------- - --- -- -- - --- - - -

Eldo r a 
Where published ·-- - ____ . - ____ ___ _____________ _ 

March 8, 1983 
Date of issue -- - - - ------ - ---- --- ---- - --- --- -- - -

Manternach 
Sent by ______ . .... . . _____ __ ___ _________ ___ ____ _ _ 

S. C. D.--~-~-~~~~- -- - -- -- - - - - --- - ---- - ---
. Eldo r a Stattoned at ___ ____ • _______ ___ _____ ____ ____ ___ _ 

CLASSIFICATION: Weekly column D 
Sto ry (SCS) D 

(Other) D 
Feature ( SCS) D 

(Other) ~ 
Ed itorial D 
Advertisement D 
Cons. picture D 

Youth Leadership Conservation . . 

_Camps Available This Summer 
<;ounty conservation boards, soil con­

servation districts and cooperative exten­
sion service offices will be co-sponsoring 

1 the Youth Leadership Conservation 
P-rogram this summer. 
.. Tile statewide program is develoPed for 

high school students who are interested in . 
conservation. Two sessions will be offered 
-• ·.fune 20-23, which will be held at tht: 
COnservation Education Center near 
Guthrie Center and. August 1-4, to be held · 
at the State 4-H Center !lear Madrid. 

Various conservation careers and topics 
to be covered include geGlogy, soils, 
wildlife, forestry and waters. Participants 

will be actively involved in field · 
techniques associated with these careers. r 
College scholarships will be awarded 
based on results of a written examination 
given at the end of the prograin . 

A maximum of 50 students will be 
allowed to attend each ses·sion. Cost of the 
four-day and three-night program is $50. 
High school students interested in 
attending the · Youth Leadership Con­
servation Program should contact Steve . 
Manternach at the Soil Conservation 
District office at 858-5692 or Jim Johnson 
of the Extension Service office at 858-5425 
for further information. 

J 

J 
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Fanners who red.uce 
-tillage eligible 
for SCS pr-izes 
, -Farmers who pledge to use. reduced 
tillage methods on their fields this 
planting season are eligible for prizes 
from the Hardin County Untillage Club. 

The Untillage Club, which -was just 
recently formed to promote conserva­
tion tillage methods, will have a drawing 
and .·a~arq free · pre-emerg.imce 

· chemicals to the winners. , 
To participate in the contest, farmers 

should fill out a pledge card. They are -
~vailable at many county ·implement 
-dealers and elevators. Anyone who 
retUI1ls a pledg~ card will be eligible for 
a free bumper sticker promoting 
reduced tillage. 

. To enter the contest, farmers must . · 
pledge to leave a minimum ~f 3Q percent 
ground cover for soybean stubble or 
r.esidue and 40 percent ground cover for 
cornstalks. In order to win this drawing; · 
fields must have adequate crop residue 
on the soil surface after planting and the 
field must be planted to either corn or 

' soybeans. The percent of the ground 
cpvered by ~rop residue after planting 
.Will decide who is eligible to win. 
· The Untillage Club will check the 
fields of those farmers whdSe ~names are 
drawn~ Tl)e r~sidue will be meas'ilred by 
Soil Conservation Service personnel. 

'For more information Ot:l the Untillage 
Club's · contest, call the county Soil 
Conservation Service at 858-5692. 
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Soil Conservation 
Officials looking 
for v olun'teers 
• Since this week 1

- April 17-23 - is 
Volunteer Week across the nation, Steve · 
Manternach of the USDA Soil Conser\ra­
tiori Service says soil conservation is a 
good choice for a . person · willing to 
volunteer his . or her skills for .. a 
worthwhile cause. 

"Helping save soil is rewdrding, 
interesting work, and you'd be surprised 
at the variety of th-e kind of help that's 
needed,'' Manternach says. 

Manternach, the .SCS District Conserva­
tionist for' Hardin county, says SCS is 
a~king for volunteers to help keep 
government costs down while accelerating 
the rate of son conservatio work. 

Volunteers can work any hours', and as 
mimy hours as they' choose. Work ranges 
from engineering to laying out conserva­
tion practices to contacting fariners on 
their conservation needs. People with 
office skills and education backgrounds 
can also assist _ 

To volunteer for soil conservation; dall 
or vi$it the · Soil Conservation Service· 
office under the post office in Eldora. 

. ,. ..... -~ ... 

) 

) 



SCD, FB are 
sponsors of an 
untillage club 

Hardin County Soil Conser­
vation District · and Hardin 
County Farm Bureau are 
sponsoring an untillagc club 
this spring. 

• 'Thousnnds of acres of corn 
and soybeans were . left 
untouched last fall which· did a 
good job of protecting the. soil 
during the winter · and · we 

. would like to see as. much of · 
.. that' r'esidue : ieft:. on top the'. 
:.ground ' .aft.~r pt'~pting this 

• spring. ~ ' s~·s Gaty .'.Walters, 
chairmiUJ· , ... of:~~H·atdirt ·County .. .. 
Soil Conserva1tioil' ··nistritt':: ·;. ' ' 

"To join the untillage club 
all you have to do is sign a 
pledge card saying you will . 
reduce tillage or try no-till this 
spring. This will leave corn­
stalks and bean residue on the 

· soil surface after planting,'' 
says Steven Manternach, 
district conservationist. 

·~~~: · ! ;~;)Yse,.~~.u .s~~R+.:'-··a?-1'-~~ ;· 
''~, ~~t'o .. · you··.,wtll reeetve· '·'a ;,rree ·:. · 

bumper sticker. The pledge 
cards will be used for a 
drawing for free pcrcmer· 
J.'Cill'C hcrblddc. Thl1 IUlll\CN 

whkh nrQ druwn. will win the 
chemicals if they have left 
adequate crop residue on · the 
soil surface after planting. The 
fields must be planted to 
*!ither corn or soybeans.'' 

The amount of crop residue 
required will depend on the 
type of residue. For soybeans 
residue 30 percent ground 
cover and for cornstalks 40 
percent cover is required. 
Residues will be measured 
after planting. 

"In order to leave this 
amount of residue on top a 
farmer is going to have to 
greatly reduce his tillage 
operations,'' says Walters. 
"No-tilling com into bean 
stubble is the best way to 
leave this amount of residue. 
One light trip with a field 
cultivator might also be used 
in a field that wasn't touched 
last fall. But even one trip will 
prob?.bly cover too much resi­
due. 

Cornstalks· could be disked 
and field cultivated prior to 

' planting. If the cornstalks 
------- were fall chiseled the number 

of diskings should be reduced 
in order to leave enough resi- · 
due. 

We are hoping farmers take 
advantage of .. the PIK . and 
reduced acreage program to . 
try .. a :, few racres of no-till this ·· 
spring. This program ' should 
allow them more time to 
develop and evaluate their 
no-till system. 

High school youth.··. 
session.s off~~~;9 :., ~. 

\ ( I I ' -~ f' l \'l 'f tJI'>":t.? 

on c.ons;ervatton~· ~ 
. ,. , /. ~ . . : ' ~J .. '. 'I . 

The· county conservation . : 
boards, soil conservation dis­
tricts, and cooperative ex­
tension . service will be co­
sponsoring the youth leader­
ship conservation program 
this summer. · 

The statewide program is 
developed for high school 
students who are interested in 
conservation. 

Two sessions will be 
offered: June 20-23, which will 
be held at the conservation 
education center near Guthrie 
Center and Aug. 1-4, to be 
held at the state 4-H center 
near Madrid. 

Various conservation ca­
reers and topics to be covered 
include: geology, soils, wild­
life, forestry and waters. 
Participants will be actively 
involved in field techniques 
associated with these careers. 
College scholarships will ·be 
awarded based on results of a 
written examination given . at 
the end of the program. .. . . 

A maximum of SO stu.dents 
will be allowed to attend each ·. ' 
session . . The cost of the 4 day · . 
and 3 night .program is SSO. : 
. High schdol students inter­

ested in attending the youth 
leadership ·conservation pr~ . 

• . . ~{ .r'~'f 

gr~m .~ .should contact Steve ·\~. , 
Manternach . of the soil 
conservation ··'district at 858· 

Continued oa page 21S 
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Youth conservation prograQl 
to~·b~e offe-red this summer 
'rh~ county conservation boards, Soil 

Conservation dis~icts, and Cooperative 
Extension Service will be cosponsoring 
the Youth Leadership Conservation 
Program this summer. The statewide 
program is developed for high school 
students who are interested in conserva­
tion. Two sessions will be offered: Jime 
20-23, which will be at the Conservation 
Education Center near Guthrie Center, 
and August 1-4, to be held ·at the state 4-H 
Center near Madrid. 

Various conservation careers and 
topics to be covered include: geology, 
soils, wildlife, forestry, and waters. ; 
Participants will be actively involved in ! 

field techniques associated with these 
careers. College scholarships wiU be 
awarded based on results of a written 
examination given at the end of the 

-'program. 

A. maximwp of . 50 students will be 
allowed to attend each session. The cost 
of four day and three-night program is 
$50; High school students Interested in 
attending the Youth Leadership Conser­
va~ion Program should contact . Steve 
Manternach of the Soil Conservation 
District at 858-5692 or Jim Johnson of the 
Cooperative Extension Office at 858-5425 
for further information. . · · - . 



SCD, FB are 
sponsors of an 
uotillage club 

Hardin County Soil Conser­
vation District · and Hardin 
County Farm Bureau are 
sponsoring an untillagc club 
this spring. 

''Thousands of acres of corn 
and soybeans were . left 
untouched last fall which· did a 
good job of protecting the soil 
during the winter · and ·. we 

. would like to see as. much of .· 
~ that'- residue : left:. on top the'. 
:.ground •, . a!l~r pt'~Jtting this 

• sp.ring. ~ ' s~s Gafy .'.Walters, 
ch'~irmiil' : .. of~"Ji~dir1 ' . ~9~1)ty . ·; ·, 
sou· Conserva

1tion ''District':· ·· 
''To join the untillage club 

all you have to do is sign a 
pledge card saying you will . 
reduce tillage or try no-till this 
spring. This will leave corn­
stalks and bean residue on the 

· soil surface after planting,'' 
says Steven Manternach, 
district conservationist. 

:~l~~· v~~jY!\~~,.u . s~~P,i:! .. :,., :~gl.,~~ ;;· 
~:~.·~aro··· yo\f$Wtll re·ceiVe·,.·a "'rree · .. , 

bumper sticker. The pledge 
cards will be used for a 
drawing for free percrner .. 
"'Cilt't~ hcrblddc. Thl~ nnmcN 
which urQ druwn. wlll win the 
chemicals if they have left 
ad~quate crop residue on · the 
soil surface after planting. The 
fields must be planted to 
'!ither corn or soybeans." 

The amount of crop residue 
required will depend on the 
type of residue. For soybeans 
residue 30 percent ground 
cover and for cornstalks 40 
percent cover is required. 
Residues will be measured 
after planting. 

"In order to leave this 
amount of residue on top a 

1 farmer is going to have to 
greatly reduce his tillage 
operations,'' says Walters. 
"No-tilling com into bean 
stubble is the best way to 
leave this amount of residue. 
One light trip with a field 
cultivator might also be used 
in a field that wasn't touched 
last fall. But even one trip will 
prob~.bly cover too much resi­
due. 

Cornstalks· could be disked 
and field cultivated prior to 
planting. If the cornstalks 
were fall chiseled the number 
of diskings should be reduced 
in order to leave enough resi­
due. 

We are hoping farmers take 
advantage of .. the PIK and 
reduced acreage program to 
tey .. a :, few r·acres· of no-till this ·· 
spring. This program ' should 
allow them more time to 
develop and evaluate their 
no-till system. 

High school youth.··. 
session.s off~~~;st~ ... ~ 

\. ' , ' ' • .:' ' ' 11 \~·'f tlf!l'~? -· ' 

on· c.o:n~ervatJon~: 
' • ,. , , , ~ . . : ' ~ · ... ' • . 'J . 

The· county conservation . : 
boards, soil conservation dis­
tricts, and cooperative ex­
tension . service will be co­
sponsoring the youth leader­
ship conservation program 
this summer. · 

The statewide program is 
developed for high school 
students who are interested in 
conservation. 

Two sessions will be 
offered: June 20-23, which will 
be held at the conservation 
education center near Guthrie 
Center and Aug. 1-4, to be 
held at the state 4-H center 
near Madrid. 

Various conservation ca­
reers and topics to be covered 
include: geology, soils, wild­
life, forestry and waters. 
Participants will be actively 
involved in field techniques 
associated with these careers. 
College scholarships will ·be 
awarded based on results of a 
written exaritinati'on given . at 
the end of the program. 

A maximum of SO stu.dents 
will be allowed to attend each ·. 
session . . The cost of the 4 day · 
and 3 night _ program is $50. : 
. : High schdol students inter­
ested in attending the youth 
leadership conservation pr<>i , 

. ~·~ 

gram ... ~ .should contact Steve ·~ ; 
Manternach :·. of the soil 
conservation .:'district at 858· 
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Youth cons~rvation program 
to: b~e offlered this summer 

The county conservation boards, Soil 
Conservation dis~icts, and Cooperative 
Extension Service will be cosponsoring 
the Youth Leadership Conservation 
Program this summer. The statewide 
program is developed for high school 
students who are interested in conserva­
tion. Two sessions will be offered: Jime 
20-23, which will be at the Conservation 
Education Center near Guthrie Center, 
and August 1-4, to beheld·at thestate4-H 
Center near Madrid. 

Various conservation careers and 
topics to be covered include: geQlogy, 
soils, W,ildlife, forestry, and waters. ; 
Participants will be actively involved in ! 

field techniques associated with these 
careers. College scholarships will~ be 
awarded based on resultS of a written 
examination given at the end of the 

/program. 

A. maximwp of . 50 students will be 
allowed to attend each session. The cost 
of fom: .daY and three-night program is 
$50; High school students interested in 
attending the Youth Leadership Conser­
va~ion Program should contact . Steve 
Manternach of the Soil Conservation 
District at858-5692 ~r Jim Johnson of the 
Cooperative Extension Office at 858-5425 
for further information. . ' -· . 
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Entries. Open For Conservation 
lillage.ln Corn Yield Contest 

~ '. • I ' . -

Area fanners interested in· enteljng the tillage. -
1983 com yi&ld contest may . enroll in th~ - The ground co~er measurements w.iil be 
conservation tillage division. · .. made by the Hardin · Col.llltY Extension 

To qualify, a field must have at least 35 Service. Contestants may change their 
percent ground cover at planting · ti:ine. entry from conservation tillage to general 
Fields with three perc~nt or more slope tillage later in the year, if they desire. · 
·must be tilled and planted on a reasonable ~ Entry fee is_ $23 an~ can be made at the 
contour. Trading Post of'the Farmer in Eldora. 

The residue' measurements must be Farmers not planning to enter th~ 
conservation tillage, but enter the 

made not later than two weeks following . conventional or contour corn division, 
planting. Contestants are urged to notify have until the-deadline of July 18 to enter 
the Hardin County Extensi~n Service those or the soybean yield -contests. The 
within 48 hours ·after planting that they 
wish to have the land checked t~ see contests are ·all sponsored through the 
whether or not it qualifies for conservatlmi effort of the Eldora Chamber ·of 

Commerce. 
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Iowa River lu.ture .DeYelopment _ .. 
lo ·ae ltevie~ed Here June 20 · 

Those interested in the future develop­
ment of the Iowa River and its tributaries 
should attend the next board meeting of 
the Hardin County Resource Coof.dinafing 
Committee. 

identification meettn'gs held in the J " 

comities a yea! ago 'in April. Goals and.' ~ 
objectives have been revised. The 
foundation for an implementation pro- ' 
gram has been written. A method for 
assigning priorities to individual water-·The Hardin County Resource Coordinat­

ing Committee wlll 'meet Monday, June. 
20, 7:30 p.m. at the youth building on the 
fairgrounds hi Eldora. 1 

A complete draft of the Action . Plan for 
the Iowa-Cedar Conservancy District will . 
be presented for committee comments 

. and suggestions. 
The plan will be presented by Warren 

Severs, who represents the nine county 
area of Ward 2 of the Iowa-Cedar 
Conservancy District Board of Directors. 
A copy of the Draft Plan is available for 
review at the Hardin Courtty Soil 
Conservation District Office under the 
Post Office in Eldora: 

The ActiQn Plan is based on problem 

'1 sheds has been developed. Local residents r 
are asked 'to inspect and · comnient on the 
soundness ·· of the found'atic)n ·befor'e the 
rest of the plan is completed. 

Conservation ·officials state this may be 
the most critical stage of the planning 
prQcess, so anyone interested is encour­
a ed to be resent. 

) 

) 
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10 Hanlin Fc1rms. r.n Herbicide . , 
Jn Rrst Untilklge Clu Contest 

Ten Hardiri county fanners were 
lrinners of herbicide in the first drawing 
-1JI"0\1ded through the . Uritillage Club 
..-.ored by the Hardin Soil Conser­
ration /District . and the Hardin County 

r- · F$111 B~eau. . · 
Purpose of -estabUsblng the club was to 

•courage people 'to reduce tillage on corn 
md soybean _residue this spriDg. This was 
paJ1 of a state-wide promotion for reduced 
llllaae. I • 

~anners who pledged to reduce tillage 
4giiea a pledge card stating the· number 
i aei,es pledged aJld the type of residue to 
Je left: The pledge cards were used m a 
lrawing, with the winners to receive a 
mtificate good for one five-gallon 
Dltainer of Lasso herbicide provided by 
Wlph Friesen, area sales representative 
or ~onsantQ. . 
In" ofder to win the herbicide the 

rinners had tO leave the required• amount 
' crop residues on the soil surface after 
ianting. ~or· com stalk residue 40 

- ercent ground cover was required and 
pr soybeans, 30 percent. 
Following are general details on the 

rinners in the drilwing: ' 

.. JOHN GILBERT - Com planted in bean 
, esldue· ' With 30 percent cov~r after 

rlanting: Com . was planted into soybean 
esldue which was harrowed prior to· 
tlanting. Gilbert's fann is at Iowa Falls. ' 
MICHAEL S:MITH, Owasa - Spring disk 

»m stalks before planting soybeans, with 
lO percent left after p~ting. · 

ROB COOK, New Providence- Np-till 
com into cornstalks and no-till com into 
bean stubble. Cornstalk residue, 60 
pereent and bean residu~, 40 percent. 

· · FRANK HEFLIN,, Alden- Spring disked : 
cornstalks prior to planting beans with 42 
percent residue ·cover. Also tried 5-6 acr.es 
of no-till beans. · 

DAVID MANNETTER, Hubbard- Com 
was till planted on ridges into last year's 
cornstalks. · 

RICHARD ROLL, Eldora - ~ No-till . com 
into soybean residuE; and no-till beans iD 
cornstalks. I 

~RLE LINDSEY, Eldora ' - Fall . 
chisel, spring disk cornstalks before 
planting com. · 

HAROLD KNOWLES, Alden - ·spring 
disk cornstalks before plantirig beans with 
43 percent cover. 
. DUANE BROUWER, . Iowa Falls - : 
Spring ~ ·. cornstalks before planting 
beans. with 42 percent left aner plantblg. . 

Bill Lawless of Eldora ·was also a 
winner in the contest. 

Hardin count)' farmen used some form 
of conservation tillage system on over 
200,000 acres this year. 'lbat .Is a~ut .70 
percent of the corn and soybean a~rea~~~ 
A total of 4,423 acres were planted Without 
any prior tillage. 
· Soil conservation officials stated 'they've' 
~oticed a significant increase in no-till 
and till plant systems the past few years. 

· It file~ from· 1,200 acre8 in 1981 to 
4,423 thiS year. · · 
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No-Till Show Set 
January 12-13 

D 
D 
~ 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 

The Mid-Iowa No-Till ShoW to be held 
January 12 and 13 at the 4-H . building in 
Des Moines will feature information on 
no-till machinery and equipment modifi­
-cation, including the new ISU purich 
planter. other topics include split 
app~~ation of J;lerbicides, deep· banding of 
fertilizers and more accurate monitoring 
of spray equipment. · 

Speaking· program features area 
farmers with years of experience In 
no-till, plus speciallsts In agronomy. ag 
eq:Jn~~erilag and entoal~gy. · . 

nrnarg·rn starts at 10 a.m. 
both days. Exhibits can 

9 a.m. to 4 p.m~ daily. 
. SJ)()Jrtso:rs state that this program 

will local fanners new insights into 
no-till _ fanning and aid them ·in ·either 
establishing a no-till system or iffiproving 
their current systems. 

For information, contact the , ·Soil 
Conservation Service in Eldora. 

/ 
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IOWA SOR 2000 
PROGRAM BEGINS IN 
. HARDIN COUNTY 

. n. Februacy 2, 1984, the 
Hardin· County Soil Conserv n 
District issued its first Iowa Soil 
2000 conse~don folders reports 
Gary Walters, District Chairman. 

..Recipients of the..se fqldets were 
. from· Tiptqn Creek Watershed. 

. This watershed was ~sen by the 
SCD commissiQners . because of 
-the need for soil erosion control 
and its neame~s to the 20,000 
acre goal to be distributed this 
fiscal year. 

The initial inforJllation and dis­
tribution meeting· ·was well at­
tended. Those receiving their 
conservation folder~ · were: Gene 
Roberts, Steve Skartvedt, AI Tur­
ner, David Topp, tarry Hindman, 
Gene Dubberke, 'Donald Balvanz, 

- Lisle Cook, Vera and La Vern 
Duit, David Maiuletter and John 
Krause. Soil Conservation Dist-

. rict staff members and commis­
sioners assisted hi the program. 
Jim Johnson, Hardin County ~x­
tension Director was present and 
assisted. 

The following comments were 
made about the conservation fol­
ders: 

Gene Roberts, Hubbard, "I was· 
really surprised when I saw th~ 
soil loss figures. However, in­
looking at the alternatives in the 
folder I could see that no-till com 
into bean stubble and fall chisel~ · 
ing and spring discing co~~~ 
leaving 40% residue cover would 
elinfi'nate wind erosion and would 
also help to reduce water ero­
sion." 

TIPTON CREEK AREA TO 
RECEIVE FIRST 

Q}NSERVATION FOLDERS 

Farmers in. the Tipton Creek 
area have been chosen as the frrst' 
to receive Iowa Soli 2000 felders 
in Harain County. 

Distribution of these folders 
will take place March 8, 1984 at 
the Legion Hall in ·Radcliffe and 
March 15, 1984 at the Zion 
Church in Hubbard. Both meet­
ings will s!art at 1:15 p.m. 

Iowa law requires the owner 
and operator of every land unit to 
receive a conservation folder. The 
folder contains information that 
will allow a landowner to estimate 
soil loss from their own land 
under current farming opera­
tions. The law not only requires 
that the folders be distributed but 
also ·that landowners make plans 
to control excessive soil loss. 
Invitations to landowners and 
op~rators w!ll be sent out prior to 

~-----~- ------ -------------------------------------------

r 

MARCH 1, 1984 
- t.a Vern and . Vera .Uuit, Iowa , 

Falls alSo a nded the meeting 1 

and received- a conservation fol­
der._- "I think the folder is a great ' 
idea. We finally have some fig­
ures on what soil we are losing. It 
amazed me, ecause you could 
se~ we were losing soil when. the · 
ground was plowed. But, we 
never realized how much it was. I 
am~ for conservation tillage and 
leaving most of the crop residue 
on top. The more trash the better. 
Ther~ is a lot that we as farmers 
c~n dot to control soil erosion on 
our land and we better start doing 
something soon before the gov­
ernment tells us how.'' 
· Two larger information and 

distribution meetings are sche­
duled for March 8, 1984 at the 
Legion Hall in Radcliffe and 
March 15, 1984 at the Zion 
Church in Hubbard. Both meet­
ings will start at 1:15 p.m. Land­
owners and operators ·will be 
invited to these meetings. Many 
of the initial folder recipients will 
be on hand to assist the staff and 
commissioners. 

''As commissioners we are en­
thusiastically promoting the con- · 
servation folder program. These 
folders are the best educational 
tool that we have for the Iandow-. 
ner or operator to learn of his soil 
losses. The results hopefully will 
put soil conservation practices on 
more 'of the land in Hardin Coun­
ty," says Gary Walters. "We 
would ·hope· landowners and ope­
rators will come to the folder 
meetings to 'learn how to use the 
folder, because they will not get 1 

the benefit from the· folders if 
they ~0 not attend~'' 

' , , J 

IOWA SOIL 2000 FACTS 

. There are some important 
points to remember about the 
law. 

1. Every landowner will eventu­
ally receive an · Iowa Soil 2000 
folder. · 

2. Th felder is an educ'ational 
tool that contains information on 
the general soil .loss on the farm. 

3. All fold~rs are certified by 
the commissioners before they 
are given out. · 

4. The landowner has to deve­
lop a farm unit conservation 
"PLAN" within 5 years of receiv­
ing a folder. 

5. The far nit conservation · 
plan will itlentify conservation 
practices to be applies. · 

6. The Soil Conservation s-taff is 
available to help develop this 
farm unit conservation plan. 

7. All farm unit conservation 
plans will · be reviewed b~ the 
District Commis ·oners and will · 
be _approved if the plan is adequ­
ate. 

8. Once the farm unit conserva­
tion plans will be reviewed by the 
District Commissioner~ and will 
be approyed if the plan is adequ­
ate. 

8. Once the farm unit conserva­
tion plan is approved the landow­
ner has 1 year to sign a conserva­
tion agreement that i'ndicates, the 
years that the conservation prac­
tices will be applied. , 

9. The distribution of the fol­
ders, the development of farm 
unit conservation plans, and the 
signing of the conservation ag!ee­
ments will all be limited to the 
amount of technical and financial 
assistance available. -

.J...-..t-....a..--~-----.1 Conservation District 

8 

scs-IPA-7 4 toners are responsible 
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'Zf~Jjard,~Jl f)O,uaty ~~ ·~day, Decem~r 9, 1983 · 
. , . I 

loans Ayailable For .conservation 
1 I , ., .· 

In1983, the Iowa Legislature established· ,.·and ~ur~ ioa~s ~~t ·partipipate~.as an 
a non-interest revolving loan fund for soil escrow agent in tft'is!:lQan· progr~. 
conservation p~jects. The fund is to be. The loan will be made to cover the cost 
used to provi~e non-interest loans to of installing permanent pradices such as -
eligible lando~~rs for. ~e construction of terr~ces. No cost-share funds will be used . 
~nnanent soil conservation practices. with the loan funds. If more than one 

Hardin _county landowners maylborr{)w person applies, the funds may ·~e divided 
up to $8,09'1 a* no lnter~t for 'Up 1o a aptong those who apply. · 
to-year _period. To be ellglb\e, a ------
landowner mast have a net worth of less Essay Winners 
than $300,000, be able to· secure the loan, '· · · 
and be capable of ,fepaylng the loan In Don Maschka and Joarin Hewitt, Iowa 
equal installments. · Falls High School students~ · placed first 

-~, ·Any b~, baqk 
1 
holding co~y, and second, respectively, .in the Hardin . · 

saVings and loan ~sociation, or a'\ly' other· ~ Co~ty Soil .conservation e~y contest. 
financial institution authorized · to· 'mat Maschka won $25 and Hewitt received 

$20 for their es8ays on the topic . "Help 
Enforce Land Pres~rvation" . 

... .,._ ..... ,...... l 
_ ··~·SCS-IPA-7 4 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

3

- Sl 

SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE · 
--------- i 

INFORMATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Herald Index 
Name of paper _________ ---- ---------- ---------

Where published ·---El-dora----------------
. 12/30/83 Date of tssue . __ ____ ________ ______ -- __ -- --- ----

Sent by.---~-- ... .. . --------- -------------------

Hardin 
S.C. D.--------------·-------- ~ ------------- - -

. Eldora Stattoned at. _________________ -----------------

CLASSIFICATION: Weekly column D 
Story (SCS) D I 

(Other) D I Feature ( SCS) ~ (Other) 

Editorial D 
Advertisement D 
Cons. picture D 

These articles were taken from 
the November 1983 newsletter. 

t wa~~ To· Butler, Schuneman Team.' 
Hardin County Soil Conservation 

officials have announced that J & J 
Company, John Butler, president and .Don 
Schuneman, operator, have .won the 
landlor d-tenant division of the Iowa Soil 
Conseryation Awards Program in Hardin 
county·. , · ·. . · 
D~trict. · col11missioners· made their 

selection · J?ased ~ ·(m the amount of 
, !~ 

conservation work~~ OJi ·~linn in 
. ~e pas~ years, and .the per~ntage oCland 
With so~ loss -~!>~ to aeceptab!ele,els. ... , 

Soil ~ving practices used ori ih~ 90-acre 
fann mcl~de 13,150 .feet of terraces~ 20 
acres . o~ co~tourillg · 90 acres of 
conservation, tillage. -. Th~e practices 
pr~~ct 94 percent of therJand on the. fann 
officials state. ~ ' 

2--Hardln CoUJ1ty Index, Friday, .Dece~ber B,..J.sU 
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Conservationists Rtc~ue~t ~VR.Inisor SUppOrt ·!OrSioug~ m.11 
. ~ ' . . . ' . .. ~ ' . ·~ . ' ~ 

A requestJor the adoption of the Slough submitted must be at least .two acre8· in parcels does .not present a- -large: ·savtilg~ at.:res not ' colpDlitted · to ·croppJDI;· 
Bill Will be presented. to the/ Har~ . ·size. . , · . · . ~Y itse~ for the averag~ landown~. But, . acco~ • - offlc1818 from _U.e. lfardliJ, 
Coun~ Board. of SuperviSors .at a public· . · . No ·economic gain can be received from 1t prov1d~s an alternat1v~ to cos~ly land . _County SoD €oBServation Dis~~ I'M· 
mee~g · at 10:30 a.tp.. on Monday, the ·parcels during the assessment year preparation and margmal lahd use .for bird watching, mushrooming~ hmtlii 
JanYAf'Y. 1 , at .the Hardin County and the land must be devoted to wlldllfe ·changes; and, it provi~es an incentive to an~ other outdoor activities ~ ~ 

_ ufdlouse.: 1 · · · . use and/or erosl01t ~ontrol during the addr~ the needs of wildlife. . cteated. · · .r ; ·· 

The Sl~gb Bill- H.F. 2351- if adopted, same period. However~ availability of any·. This land JD8uagement·· alternative 
allows lando~ers to apply for property or all of U eie · --t&x exemp~DS Is cOunters \VJI~e habitat losses 'that have 
tax exemption on ·lands classified as dependent ti{jo1\l1e·declslon of the county occurred and. continue to occur In ·the 
we~ds, recrea-tionallakes, forest c

9
over bo~of supet.vl&on tO .P&rtlcip8te.ln the state. Nesting ~ov~·Mdlll ~' wbater 

riV:el.i ~ · QIDS, , rivers !8 · · . SlOCagh Bill .Pt(igraar. · · · · . cov~r., feeding areas, and loafing areas 
banks, . or· ~n · . l raift ~~i' . parce . . . Receiving tax exemiW;o.n$ \on · small for wlldllfe can be protected on these Idle 

Counties whiCh have adopted ~:Slough · · 
Bill include Fr~nklin, Wright, Hamilton 
and Story counties. The Hardin bpard. of 
su~tyisors .di4 not adopt the bill lbt 
year. . . 
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Iowa Fails· ;High School students. 
p~~ced first and second in the Hardin 
CoUnty Soil Conservation District's 
annual Soil Conservation Essay Con­
test. 
. The theme this year was: Help­

Help Enforce Land Preservation and 
Don Mascbka and Joann Hewitt, botb 
of iowa Falls, finished first and 
second · respectively in the senior 
division. Maschka won a $25 prize 
and Hewitt received $20. Maschka 's 
essay, which is reprinted below, will 
be forwar4ed tO . the regional essay 
contest and· p()SSibly could advance to 
the state;essay competition. 

Maschlla .. and HeWitt wrote their 
essays as P&."t of an assignment for 
Don Ruhde's .. College Writing class at · 
IFHS·. · The Soo-word · essays were 
judget'''()n originality, aptness of 
thought and acc.uracy on· infonna­
tion. Ov~raU apJ}earance and cor­
r~tbess ·of grammar and punctua.: 
. tion . were also included . in the' 
judgihg. ·. ·,· 

By Don Maschka 
¥ouandl have a job to do. We both 

need tO , wipe out land misuSe, I Our 
land is of ~e tUtmost importance. 
Ev~ry, concerned .citizen must help 
in . the struggle to stop runaway 
destruction· of out soil. 

The rapid urban'sprawl of many of 
our coffiAlunities ,is gobbl~g up acres 
of our failpl81)~. The once productive 

' soil iS. being covered up by plains of 
concrete. In every small town or eity, 
one ca~ notice the creature concrete 
creeping put into our fields. Construe- . 
tion of vas.t .four-lane highways roll- . 
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ing over our l~P~, c~n only be stopped · 
by an awareness -of the public. The 
citiiens of every city and farmtown 
must make concessions. We all' need 
to use our land space more wisely. 

One case 9f land misuse ·is slowly 
being erased. The plowing under ·of ­
fatmland during the fall is not as 
common as it once was. But this 
practice is still being practiced by 
many unconcerned farmers. This 
method leaves our precious. topsoil 
exposed to the harsh elements of 
win'ter. Wind and blowing snow pick 
up looSe dirt and carry it a way. In the 
spring the runoff from .melting · snow 
wash~ off acres of our soil into the 
streams and rivers of the country­
side. Farmers who ignore the 

, problem of runoff must be aware of 
its ~gers. 

Another area of concern that needs 
more attention is the splitting of our 
land by gulley erosion. Gulley erosion 
is evident in many. places across · 
the country. Along highways gulleys 
are seen cutting _along the road. 
Many fields are being stripped up by 
this · runoff. After · heavy rains, 
streams of water are formed across 
our meadows. These situations need 

Don Maschka 

to be attacked with better use of ·our 
foilage.' Planting trees and sodding bill givmg tax breaks to farmers who 
certain areas . would: help ·greatly. plow in the spring is a good start .. The 
Proper applicaton of tiling would .. : ' b~l is ~ our co~t. We .need to p.ush 
decrease th~ problem also. , , . ,, , , .... 9u~ leg~l~tors mto a~bon. ProJec~ . 
. All of these proble~s · ·c~ , ·b,e •. th~~ . us~ · ~W"· .Ian~ wts~ly must be 
ar~ested by a public that is willing.to , .. , , ba_clte~~ F)t::· ~-~~ce,. ·' the goyern­
do something aQ<>ut it: All of us need , .· .r;ne9~·.co~~~~~y~ ~~~~entlves to people 
to pressure lawmakers into .~.pass!_ng ,z·· . \Yh~ ~p~~ytd~ :pr.ppe~ ~nd breaks or 

. bills that favor J~nd preservation. fa· ~ .~ gull~Y-. .;deterr~ts_. The wh~esale 

Joann Hewitt 

slaughter of our land by highways 
also needs to be slowed .. :We aU need 
to take part. . Attend DOT meetings 
and voice ·yo~ opinio~. You . don't 
have to go alone. There ·are inany 
excellent interest gr:o~ps that .wqi 
back you. Qet up andjoin the fight for 
land preserv tion. join a group; tstart 
your own- but do take part. '' 

·) 



~ississippi Joutlt Joins Eldora 
$Cs Field .Office· FOr Training 
· Anthony White, a college graduate from 

Afcom State University of Lorman, Miss., 

. .. ANTHONY \VIliTE 

began working for the Soil Conservation 
Service from the Eldora field office as a 
soil conservationist on J~nuary 7. Before 
beginning full-time in Eldora, White 
·worked in Adel and Wapello field offices 
as a student soil conservationist trainee. 
Whl~ Is orfgbJally from Belzoni, a 
s~ farming 8Dd bldustrlal town In 
Mississippi. Belzoni Is recognized as the 
·catfish capital of the world, with catfish 
beiDg the main bldustry In c~tral 
Mfssfsslppt. · 

He joined the stimmer trainee program 
on January 2, 1983. This program is 
designed to train interested college 
students in a career . with the Soil 
Conservation· Service. The program 
centers its training · on performanct!, 
leadership ability, deportment, attitude, 
awarene8s, interest, work ethic and 
dependability. 

White· will be living and working in 
Eldora for the next 11 months. During this 
time he will receive training in his soil 
conservation .career . 

H~~.~ln County Index, Friday, January. 25, 1985 


