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ImROcOcTION

I  bog  t®  suthit  the  following report  of  the  &ctlvitles  of  tbe  Ida
County  Soil  Conservation  I)istrict  for  the  calendar  yeaLr  of  1950.    Rep
cognizizig  that  interest  anoz)g  farmers  in  soil  consercatlon  ls  the  first,
step  to build up  soil  conservation practices  in  the  district,  several
methods were used  to  develop  this  interest.  whicb will  be  listed  later.

A  second  step  ln  the  work  of  the  Conservation  Service  was  a  d-
finlte  plan  for  soil  conservation which was  adhered  to  closely .  throw.gb`
out  the  year.

]he  accoBplishnent8  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  in  the  Dis-
trict  are  enumerated  in  detail  aB  t® participants,  acres under plans,
acres  contoured.  terraces  t]uilt,  grassed waterveys  con8`tructed,  etc.

Also  the  problems  of  the  Conservation  Service  adre  listed,  for  by
recognizing  our  problems  ime  may  overcome  them  by a  more  efficient  ap-,
proacb and' careful plarming.

Also  credit  is  given  cooperating  and assisting  agencies,  firms
and  indivichials  who  have  contrib`ited mich  to  the  work accomplished  by
the  Conservation  Service  of  the  Ida  County  Soil  Conservation  Districte

In  1950  the  District  was  given  the  following  direct  assistance:

From  the  U.S.  Department  of Agrioultore.   Soil  Conservation  Service:

Soil  Conservationist  G&7  -  12  months  servi.ce
Soil  Conservationist  GS-5 -  12  months  service
Conservation Aid  GS-4          -9  months  service
transportation,  offic`e  space  and  supplies  for  the  above.
(U.  S.  Post  Office  Department  furnished  office  space.)

From  the  Ida.  County Farm  Bureau,   cooperating witb  the  U..S.  Depart-
ment.  of  Agriculture.  Extension  Service  and  the  Iowa  State  Extension
Serv'ice:

Assistance  of  the  County Extension  Director  in  setting up  and
holding  neetlngs,   irn  laying  contotlr  guide  lines  on.farms  of
prospective  cooperators,  and  ln acting  as  secretary  for  the
Digtrict  Commissioners.

From  the  Ida  County Production  and Marketing  Administration:

Assistance  in  laying  o`it  conto`ir  guide  lines.
Mnch  favorable  newspaper  publicity.

From  the  State  Soil  Conservation  Committee:

$164`62  .for  miscellaneous  expense.
$1240.a8  for  equipment  and  clerics.1  help.



rmvELOplNG  INTREST   IH  SOII,  COHSERVATION

Itiring  the  past  year a  special  effort'has  been bade  t®  cormect  soil
conservation  with all  good farming  practlce§.    This  has  led  to  a  wider
a,cceptance  of  those  things  this  District  is  fostering.    The  Ida  County
Extension  Direc`tor  has,  where  possible,  conducted his  demonstrations  on
farms  that  were  pra.cticing  good  soil  conservation.    Many people  have
gained  their  fiz3et  ]mowledge  of  soil  con8ervatlon  ln  this  mamer.

In  this  last  year  the  D18trict  has  started  to  change  from  the  indivi-
dual  approach  to  the  group action approach.    S`ich a  change  mist.  nature,1ly
be  grachial.    It  i8  a,nticlpated  that  the  coxpl.te  change-over  will  be  accotr.
plished by  1952.    I`t  ls  felt  that  the  change  will  conserve  District  man-
power  alid will  result  in better  application  of  soil  conservation practices.

Since  the  establl§bment  of  the  District,  in  1945.  ab  anmial  birthday
party  has  been  held.    More  recently  tbis  has  been  expanded  to  include  a
one  da.y  soil  conservation  short  course.    In addition  to  echlcation  this
meeting ha,s  been used  also  as  a  time  for  recognition  of  outstanding  work
by groups  and  individuals  and  for  the  election  of  District  commissioners.
Hext  year  it  is  planned  to  hold a,  four-day  soil  conservation  training
school.    ghe  Birthday Party will  be  on  the  days  of  the  school.    The  high-
light .of  the  1950  Party  ivas  an  illnstra.ted  talk  by ltr.  Jim W8.llace.  Manar
ger,  Iowa  St8.te  College  Foundation  Farms.     In  the  talk he  described  the
effect . of  good  land use,   schind  farm  rna,na,Cement,  and-soil  conserving  -rprac+
tices  orl  crop  yields,  on  livestock  quality and  on  the  people  who  lived
on  the  farms.    The  District  needs  to  have  more  of  this  sort  of  thing  at
future  neetihgs.

niring  the  past  summer  the  District  conducted  two  tours.    One  of
these  was  over  two  wat'ersheds  where  fbfiod  control  structures  had  been
installed.    Good  soil  conservation  pra,ctices  were  in use.     The  other  was
a  trip  to  the  Castana  Experimc-nt  Station  to  observe  res`llts  of  sol.1  com
servation  tria.1s.

.  In  September  the  District  conducted  its  first  field  day  on  the Albert
Bird  farm.    Method  demonstrations  were  given  in  terracc>  construction,
waterway  slopi`ng.  contour  plowing  and  strip  cropping.    By  an  8,ppropriate
contest  it  was  also  proved  that  the  eye  is  not  a  Satisfactory  substitute
for  the  hand  level.

In addition  to  the  activities  of  the  Soil  Conservation  District  that
h®,ve  been  initiated  a.nd  conducted  by  the  District,  advanta.ge  has  been
taken  of  varicnis  projects  of  other  organizations  to  adve,nee  the  ca.use  of
soil  conserva.tion.

First  of  these  is  the  Veterans  Training  Progra,in.    The  va,rious  in§trucL
tors  of  these  groups  are  all  interested  in  soil  conseriration and have
helped  to  create  interest  among  this  group  of  young  farmers  a,nd.  have  con-
trlt>uted inich  to  the  activiti.8  of a,nd  interest  in  soil  conservation  -in
th.e  District.



SecoLd  is  the  Sioux  City  Program  for  Permanent  Agriculture.   sponsor-
ed  by  the  Sioux  City  Ch?nber  of  Commerce  a.nd  Siou.x  City  Journal-Tribune
fublishing  Co. , ideonake  anrards  for  various  phases  of  a  soil  ixprovenent
progra,in.     Three  farmers,  David  BnLeck,  Battle:  Waldon  Bucha.na.a,  Arthur;
and  Marvin  Volkert,  Wash€a..  were  given  8twfards  for  the  best  soil  conservat-
tion  and  soil  use  programs  in  oT>eration  in  the  Digtrlct.     hugh and.  Pa,t
McC`iire  of  Holstein  were  given  an  a.wa.rd  for  the  greatest  improvement  in
soil  conservation pra,ctices  during  1950.

The  I)istrict  is  represented  on  the  Ida.  County Agricultural  Improve-
ment  Council.     Thl8  group has  been  of  rna.teria.I  8,ssista.nee  by  including
soil  conserve.tion  a,nd  rela.ted  good  farm  management  in  na.ny  of  its  monthly
projects.

ghe  Ida,  County  FMA  ha.s  been  one  Of  the .piS®alpal  assistants  ln  the
District  program.    Payments  for  con§erv@tion  practices  <|pplied  ha,ve  grec?.t-
ly  increased  the  rate  of  general  acceptance  of  these  practices.    The
local  FMA  Cormlttee  has  laid.out  ]r.any  contour  lines.     Cases  of  individual
interest  ih  the  District  program  ha,ve  been  refered  to  the  Distr'ict.

Newspaper  stlories  pertrlining  to  soil  con.serration  Continue  to  be
one  of  our  best  merqn§  of  reaching  the  public.     The  Newspa,peps  in  the
District  ha,ve  made  a  noteworthy  contrib`ltion  in  this  field.

The  Little  Sioux  Flood  Control  activity  in  the  District  has  made  it
possible  for us  to  reach  addi.tiona.1  farmers.     The  gully  probl®n  is  still
first  in rna..ny  of  their  minds.

E"QATIOHAL  ACTIVITIES

The  Ida  Coubty  Farm  Bureau  and  Co`mty  Extension  Service  gave  their
fullest  cooperation  and participation  in  the  County Agricultural  Develop-
ment  Council  Program  tthich  dealt  with  problems  concerning  soil  Conserva-
tion,    They also  g?ve  their  fullest  cooperation  to  pay program  spon8ored
by  the  district.     Soil  Conserve,tion  as  written  in  the  educa.tional  program
of  work  for  the  period  of  October  i,   1949  to  September  30.   1950  received
major  emphasis  among  the  problems  facitng  rural  people  in  the  County  ex..
tension Educa,tional  program.                                                                 `

As  secretary  of  the,  Ida.  County  Soil  District.   the  county  extension
director  gI.ttended  t,he  regula,r  monthly meetings  of  the  soil  district  com-
missioners  a.nd  a,ssisted  in  cz>rryilig  out  the  program  as  planned  8.nd  assist-
ed  with  events  sponsored  by  the  District.

Assistance  was  gi.ven  to  the  soil  district  comlnis§ioners  in  plfi,nning
for  the  Soil  Conservation  District  Anmial  Short  Course  by  being  given  the
responsibility  of  i"blicizing  the  event  in  all  the  county papers..  over
the  radio  a.ad  in newspapers  of  the  territory.     In  addition  the  county
extension  director  served  as  master  of  ceremonies  for  the  day's  program.
Pwc+hun@red and  twenty-five  residents  of  the  county attended  the  short
course.    Boys  4-H  club-s  in  the  county  assisted  the  district  by  Selling
tickets  for  the  noon  luncheon  held  at  the  Ida  Grove  School.



The  county  extension  director  a,ppea,red  before  severs.1  groups  tiring
the  yeer  such  ..s  women's  clubs  a.nd  neighborhood  clubs  to  pre§eht  infor-
mcl,lion  a.nd  sho`ir  films  on  soil  conserw`tion.

The  special  activity  for  the  boys  4-H  c.1ub  progrrm  in  Ida  County  for
1950  w8,s  crop  prodrcti.on  and  soil  conservg`,tion.     Several  films  were  shorn
a,nd  talks  were  given  to  the  lea.ders  rind  locrll  members  on  crop  production
and  soil  conserva.tion  with  4-H  tnembers  presenting  talks  and  demonstra~
tions  themselves  on  soil  conserva.tion  and  crop  production.

The  number  of  soil  samples  tested  for  lime  during  1950  were  on  the
increase  with  ilo  samples  being  te§ted  in  the  county  extension  office.
with  92  sa,mple§  of  soil  being  sent  bo  the  Iowa  State  College  Soil  Test-
ing  La,bore.tory.    On  March  29.   twenty  farmers  a,ttended  the  first  soil
testing  interpretation  clinic  with  Ma,rvin Anderson.  extension  agrono-
mist  of  Iowa.  St8,te  College  condncting  the  meeting.     Information  was
presented  on  limestone,  quality  a,nd  purity,  recommended  method  of  tak-
ihg  soil  samples,   soil  nQ.nngenent,   crop  rota,tions,   interpretation  of
soil  testing  res`ilts  and  fertilizer  inform.1tion  concerning  ,+pt)1icfl,tion,
kinds  and  c-.mounts  of  fertilizer  to  use.

A  progrrlm  receiving  consider,-!ble  attention  a,nd  achieving  outstand-
ing  results  was  the  Ida  County  Jtsricultural  Development  Council.  or-
ganized  in  Ida  County  for  the  first  time  in  December  of  1949.    The  pur-
pose  of  orga,nizing  the  couricil  was  to  coordiz}ate  and  facilitate  county
wide  educational  progrf],ms  cnd  to  serve  as  a  clearing  agency  to  avoid
conflicting.  dates  on  county  wide  events.     Its  purpose  was  8.lso  to  work    J
on  problems  of  the  people  of  the  county and  any  individual.  €I.oup  or
organization  could  call  on  the  council  for  assistance`

Membership  of  the  council  is  composed  of  farmers.  businessmen.
and  representatives  of  a,gricultural  agencies  and  other a,llicd groups,
and  included  vicencha,irma.n.  Marion  Elson,   Voca,tional  agriculture  In-
structor;   Secreta,ry-tree.surer.  Kenneth  Burnett ,   Soil  `Con§ervation
Service;  ned  Harder,   County  PMA  Chairman:  Dale  Merrill.  Bruce  Bye
and  Iiouie  Dorr,   county  newspaper  editors;  R.  J.  MCNelly,   county  super..
intenda.nt  of  schools;  R.  8.  Freese.   county  board  of  supervisors  chair.,
man;   E.   G.  Moorehead,   county  weed  commissionc.r;   Haroad  Elk.   Soil
District  Commissioner;  Marion  Bclson.   Fa.rm  BLireau  president;   Fred
Bi°schoff,  PCA  supervisor;   Charlc`s  Pullen,  REA  manager:  Albert  Bird,
Charles  Bacon  and  Earl  Praver.  GI  instructors;  Bob  Beason.  Farm  B`ir-
ea.u  fieldman;  George  Ilamp,  I)istrict  soil  Conservationist  and  the
following  comriiercial  club` representative§i     Ga.1va.,   Cr'owley  ftyindler;
Ida  Grove,  Byron  Moeller;  Battle ,Creek,  Oliver  Erickson;  Arthnr.
Clarence  He.mer:   Holstein.   Vess  Moser.

Others  who  assisted  the  council  throughout  the  year  were  Edwin
Ca£1son  aDd  Ed  Reimers.   members  of  the  county  H¢A  Corrmittee;   Ross
Baumann  and  Henry  Ball.   Soil  District  Commissioners:  a,nd  Joe  C18.fey
a.nd  Mitchell  Minrphy,   soil  conservation  service.



Following  iras  the  years  program  for  the  council  and  the  conh
mlttees  appointed:

June  ----  Corn  borer,  training  school  and weed  control  demonstra-
tion.
Peterson  --Burnett.  Moorehead.  Bacon.  Bird,  HaLrder.
Elson.  Maser.  Erickson

July ----  Soil  Conservation  Tour  (Evening)  Chicken  Dinner.  Night
Ball  Game,   Farmers  and  Businessmen
&lmett  --P`illen.  Moeller.  Ira.vcr ,  Bischoff.  MCHelly.
Elk

August - -  -  County 4-H  Frl.ir
Peterson --  fyindler,  Hemer,  Merrill.  Belson.  Deason.
Freese

September -    Soil  Conservation  Field  my
Harder  --Elk,  Moser,  Erickson,  Elson.  Moeller,  Lamp.
Eurnett ,  Peter6on

October  -  -    Pasture  Improvement  I)emonstration
Bird  --Ba.con,  Bra.vcr,  fallen,  Bischoff,  FTeese.  Dorr

November  -  -  Herd  ITaprovenent  TBur
Elk --  Sindler.   Hemer.  Bf.`1son,   Deason.  Bye

December  --  Agricultural  Ba.nquets  (Five  of  them  on  a  commnity  basis)
Galva --  Spindler,  Elk.  Belson,  Freese,  Peterson
Ida  Grove  --Moeller,  Merrill.  P`illen.  MCHelly.  Moorehea.d
Ba,ttle  Creek ~ -Erickson,  Dorr.  Reimers.  Bird,   Deason
Arthur --Hemer,   Cprlson,  B`irnett,  Ira.ver.  Elson
Holstein  --Mosc`,r.  Bare,  Harder,  Bacon,  Bischoff

More  than  loo  people  attended  the  first  Anrma.I  Ida  Co`inty  Soil
Conservation  Field  Day.    The  event  took  pla.ce  on  the  Albert  Bird  farm
loca,ted  three  miles  northwest  of  Ida  Grove.    Most  of  the  actual  work
was  performed  by Ray and Lloyd  Bra,den,  tenants  on  the  farm.

Contour  plowing.  wa.terwa.y  shaping  a.nd  terracing  were  demonstrated.
A  d.i.tch wa.a  filled  by  a  tractor  and  disk  tiller  without  driving  the
tractor  wheels  over  the  ditch  bank.

Leonard  Bresnahan.  Ida  Grove,  won  a  hand  level,  the  special  prize
for  staking  the  nearest  level  line  without  the  aid  of  instruments.

®

On J\ugust  2,   the  soil  conservation  twilight  tour  a,nd business-
men-farmer  ba.ll  g..me  sponsored  by  the  Ida.  County Agricultural  Developr
ment  Courici.1  iras  held.     Fifty  rura.1  and urben  pe,ople  made  the  tour  of
the  Xir]tholm  and Perion  watershed  east  of  Ida,  Grove.    Fa,ms  visited
were  Jens  Xirkholm,   Cyrll  Perion,  Edward  Perion,  Ja.mes  Stephan  and
Floyd  Lindberg.    On  these  farms  the  following  soil 'conservation  prat+
tice8  were  viewed:    g`illy  structures  cl.nd  gully  control.  effectiveness
of  good  gras§ed w.1,terwa,ys.   conto`iring  and  terracing.    Tha,t  evening
400  attended  the  ba,1l  game  between  the  farmers  of  Ida.  County  a,nd  the
hiBinessmen  of  Ida  Grove.    The  fine,i  score  of  the  game  was,  farmers  -
15.  and  bnsinessmen  -8.    The  ba,11  game  wa,s  held  to  improve  relation
ships  between  farmers  and b`lsinessnen`

',A



PLANIING  FOR  soll,  CoNsmvriTloN

As  of  December  31,   1950,   this  District  had  182  a.cti.ve  farm  con-
servation  plans.    This  does  not  include  plans  ca.ncelled  because  of
cfagp  of  ov\rnership.

The  content  of  a.  plan  is  as  follows:

1.    A  farm  Soil  inventory  map  (sometimes  called  soil  conser-
va.tion  survey),   showing  extent  and  seriousness  of  erosion.

2.    A  land use  map  showing  how  the  farm  land  will  be  used  and
the  locELtion  of  special  soil  saving  pra,ctices.

5+    A  cropping  plo,n  showing  how  to  plant  the  crops  to  change
from  square  fields  to  contour  fields.

4.    A  plan  of  con§erva.tion  opera,tions  which  includes  deta,iled
instructions  for  the  a.pplication  of  pro,ctice§  a,greed upon. .

5.    Recorrmenda,tions  of  practices  not  agreed upon,  but  deemed
desir{1ble  b]/  the  farm  pla.nner.

During  the  past  year  two  subwatersheds  in  the  liitt-1e  Sioux  Flood
Control  Project  were  comple.ted.    Prepara.tion§  for  another  subw8,ter-
shed  have  been  completed  clnd  construction will  sta.rt  at  a  later  date.
The  Iiittle  Sioux program  includes  the  applica,tion  of  g`illy  control
and  flood  control  structures  in  rna.jor  watercourses  after  individnal
farmers  ha,ve  installed  adequate  soil  conserva,tion  pra6tices'  on  the
upla,nd.    Necessary  cooperation  with  land  owners  and rprblic  bodies
is  sometimes  difficult  to  arra.nge.

Jurl;TING   SOIL   CONSET.v:ATIOELT  pRACTlcEs

In  1950  the  District  was  instrumental  in  establishing  major  soil
saving  practices  in  the,  following  amounts:

Contour  Farming                                                    8744  acres

Perracing                                                                   15  miles

Contour  Field  Boundaries                                6067  rods

Adequate  cropping  systems  pla,nned            5752  acres



the  Ida  County PMA  reports  the  following  e8tablishnent  of  Col+
9ervatlon practices  in  this  DIB€rlct.    inis  ls  based upon  total'prar®-
ticeg  reported  and  not  dust  those  upon  which  paymez}t8  were  m&d®i

EE?=9T_I_9E

Standard  terra,ce 8

Contour  plow  and  pla.nt

Contour  plant  only

Contour  pl`ant  row  crop

Seeding  wa,terwa,y8

Lime  spread

Festilizer  spread

Green  Marmre  crops

Eia±=                 iaEa                   ±2±a

Mile                        10                             6,

Acre                      8877i                    7  288

Acre                    8511                    7  568

Acre                  17388                  14  651

Sq.  Yd.         919375             1055422

ton.                   3548                    6  049

Pon                        / 995                          838

Acre                  38367                 56  608

Orassed  headlands  established            Iiin.  Rod        24719                 28100

Above  normal  seeding Acr e              17077-          Li~ ~
*  Practice  first used  in  1949

** Practice  first  usecl.  in  1950

In  1950 a  terrace  contractor  started  operation  in  the District.
This  has  nateria.lly  increased  the  amount  of  terraces  installed.

PROBL"S

i.    The  1950  system  of  Corn  acreage  allotments  is  based  on pa.st
history,  modified  by  judgment  of  local  township  PA'IA  committeemen..
The  law  does  not  provide  for  a,mT>1e  consideration  for  good  land use.
Old  Soil  ComBervation  District  cooperators  who  in  previous  years    hal.-e
reduced  corn  acreage  to  coxply with  good  so41  consp,rva.teon  practices,
now  mat  rf?dnco  corn  acr©agrs  a,ga.in  by  the  sane  pcrconta,gc  a.s  non-
coopc2rators  who  ha,ve  had  a  high  corn  acres,ge,    Better  integration  of
those  two  progr..,ms  i§  badly  needed.

2.    The  shortage  of manpower  for  echica,tiorLa.i  purposes,  and  ln
September  Mr.  Minrphy,   one  of  the  Servicds  technicians,   left  for  the
service .

3.    Phe  difficulty  of  malntainin€s  long-tine  land use  and  soil
consorva,tion  plans  where  there  is  a  ra,pid  turnover  of  owners  a,ad
opera.t or a .



4..    Many  farmers  overlook  the  need  of  a  6.ood  rotation,   the  secd~
ing  of  legumes,  the  replenishing  of  hums  in  the  soil  to  assist  corL
touring and  terracing pro.ctices  in  following a  good  soil  management
progra.in,    However.   this  problem,  while  still  evident  is  gradnally
becoming  less  of  an  obsta.cle  in  the  esta.blisbing  of  a  sound  soil  prch
gran  on  the  cooperating  fa.rms  of  the  District.

5.    The  lack  of  funds  available  in  the  Ida.  County Board  of
Supervisors  for  roads.    This  problem  becomes  critical  where  the  Iiittle
Sioux  Flood  Control  Program  ca,11§  for  a  la,rge  number  of  structures
on  public  roads.

ACKNOwlEDGmmrm

fyace  will  not  permit  the  naming  of  all  individua,1s  and  groups
to  which  this  I)istrict  is  indebted  for  assistance  and  cooperation.
Ma,ny  fa,rm  operators  ha,ve  carried  on  soil  conserlration  practices  withr
out  our  knowledge.    However,   it  is' desirous  to  name  the  following
organizations  and` persons,  and  to  express  appreciation  for  all  assist-
ance  rendered.

Ida  County  Fa.rm  Bureau
United  States  Soil  Conservation  Service

Iowa   State  .Soil  Conserva,tion  Committee
Ida  County Production  and Marketing Administration

Iowa Agricultural  Experiment  Station
Ida  County  Superintendent  of  Schools
Iowa Agricultul.al  Extension  Service

Production  and Marketing  Adniziistration
Sioux  City Journal  Tribune

Sioux  City  Chamber  of  Commerce
Battle  Creek  Times                               Arthur  trust  and  Savings  Bank
Galva.ribune                                        First  Trust  and  savings  Bank  (Galva)
Holstein Adva.nee                                     Holstein  State  Bank
Pioneer-Record  (Ida,  Grove)                Ida  County  State  Bank  (Ida  Grove)

First  State  Bank  (Battle  Creek)



PROGRESS   SUMMARY
IDA  cdunly  SOIL  cONsrmvATIon  Dlsmlor

ES"bLISRED  -Febi   19.   1945
WORE  urlT  OFFICE  oprfurEb  i  Mar.13.1946

ip=±9--a-O-
SubLwatershed  Croups  Orga,nized                                     1

/

Soil  conservation  s`lrvt`,ys  (acres)                 . Za,9eo.

Etlrh  conserva.tion  piahs  coxpleted  (NO)                  47
(Acre s)              8040

Acres  Contouring  Iiaid  O`it                                           8.744

Miles  Terraces  B`1ilt                                                         15

Acl.es  Definite  Crop  Rotation  Planned                 5752

Edncational  Meetings  Held  {NO)
(Attend)

News  Articles

demonstrations  (NO)
(Attend)

Ra.dio  Talkg

Birthda,y Party  (NO)
(Attend)

TO  Date
12

61.948

182
31 ' 849

42

ae266

92
2733

134

32
288

3

5
1050

BOSS  EAUMftl",   Chairman
Ida  County  SBSI  Conservation  District


