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T H E PALAVJ A N 1\1 A S S A C R E 

Pal awa n P ri s on Camp was l o c a t e d at th e Filipino constabulary 

bar r acks a t P u e r t o P rincessa Pal mva n, which ov e rl ooke d th e Ba y. 

Thi s c amp h el d about 300 Ame r i c a n Pri s on e rs of War, August 22, 1 944, 

wh e n 1 50 of th e m we r e sent to Man i l a . 

Th ese p ri son e rs we r e u sed t o wor k on air fi e ld s and to cl e ar 

l a nd f o r a u x il ia ry airfi e l ds . 

Thi s c amp was s t a rt e d about July, 1 942. At first condition s 

we r e f airl y good - but th e n th e g u a rd s we r e chang e d a nd condition s 

grew wo r se . S h o rtly a f t e r th e c amp wa s form e d fiv e of the pr1son e rs 

es c a p e d, e igh tee n o f th e me n we r e h e ld ho s tag e an d we r e to be shot 

if t he fi v e es c apees we r e no t fou n d . La t e r th e fiv e we r e foun d but 

1n t h e meant i me th e e ight ee n me n we r e ti e d t o c oco nut tr ee s an d b e at e n 

dai l y . Aft e r th e escapees we r e b r o ug ht in t o c amp - th e e ight e e n P . W. 's 

v1 c r e r e l ea sed. 

The f iv e escapees we r e ti ed , b e at e n daily almos t to unconscious-

n ess , t h e n afte r two o r t hr ee da y s o f b ea tings an d without fo o d th e 

fi v e es c apees wo r e tak7,o ut a n d s h o t . . 
J 

On Sep t e mb e r 1 4 , 1 9 4 4 , af t e r h a lf o f th e d e t a il had l e ft fo r 

t•lanila th e co'Mtlition_, in t h e camp b e came a l mos t i n t o l e r ab l e . 

Me n o n d e tail ( on th e airfi e ld ) we r e b ea t e n o n th e s li ghtest 

p r ovo c a ti .. :>n . Some times th e ir a r ms , legs , ]av;s we r e b r o~ ~e n. Some times 

th e me n th ems e l ves b r oke th e i r arms t o kee p o ff th o vvo r k d e t a i l b e cause 
/~ 

of th e i n hurna n o bea tings by trw i r c a pt o r s . 

On Octobe r 19 , 1 944 P u e r to P rinc essa had i t s fir s t a 1r r a id by 

lJ - 24 ' s . Th e a ir r a i ds by U- 2 4 ' s c o nt i nu e d da y aft e r d ay - th e c o n-

d i ti o ns in th e camp g r ow wo r se . 
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Me n we r e beate n until th e y co uld hardly stand, a n d if th e y fell, 

t hey we r e k ic k e d a nd th e beat in g sometimes continu e d until th e y · we re 

( 
unc onscious and e v e n ki ll e d . If a friend tri e d to h e lp, they we r e 

g1v e n th e s ame typ . o f medi c i n e . 

On Decembe r th e 14th , tho d e t a il we nt o ut in the morning as 

u s ual . About noon fo r some unusual r easo n the detail was call e d in 

~ith the e xplanation that an a ir raid was imminent. 

Th ey we r e t old to get in th e ir bomb s helt e r s . 

Companies A. C.C. whic h h a d th e larg es t shelt e rs was locat e d 

a lon g th e bar r ack s . Compa ny C bomb s h e lt e r had a n escap e h a tch. 
I~ 

Co r po ral Eu t us Smith , ~arine a nd Glen W. McDole, Ma rin e had a 

s h e lt e r which exte n d e d to the ed g e of the cliff which was 50 to 60 

f ee t a bov e the beach. An open ing abo ve th e bea ch wa s made by remov1ng 

a ~i e e e of th e coral whi ch wa s larg e e n o ugh for a 1na n to sl ip t hrough 

( 
a nd s lid e down th e e mba n krn c nt to the beach. 

1st Li e ut e n a nt Carl L. M~ ngo, Medical offic e r, Captain F r e d T. 

Brun i , U. S . Ar my I ese rv o , He nry Ca rlisle, D.D.S., L. T. Knight, U.S. 

Navy and a wa rr an t offic e r by th e n ame of Glen C. Turner, W.O.J.G. 

h a d o small bomb sh e lt e r of th e ir own. 

Dougl a s Wi lliam Bog u e , U. S . M.C. with two oth e rs, S.R. Kozuch, 

P . F . C . ( fvlo r~ in<!'} a n d one n a me un known h ad a smo 11 she 1 t e r nea r th e one 

of l(u f u s Smith a nd Glen V•/ . f,1cDole. 

(Th e r e we r e se v e r a l fill e d gasolin e d rums and boxes of dynamite 

n e a r th e barrac ks .) 

As soon as th e me n were 1n the bomb shelters the Japanes e filled 

v a ts with gasolin e and dumped th e m on th e shelters of A.B.C. companies, 

h owe v e r, f orgett in g to d ump gaso lin e on Bogu e , Smi th and McDole's 

bomb s h e lte r s . 

Af t e r th e gasoline was dump e d on th e shelters, the Japan e se 
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:; 
~ th r e w light e d to r ch es in th e S h e lt e rs which i g nit e d th e gasol in e . 

As th e fir e r aged , the men tr i e d t o l ea v e but we r e ma chin og unn e d 
( 

or bayonet ed as th e y l e ft th e ir s h e lt e rs. 

Dog u e and hi s tv10 compa nion s see ing what ha 11p c n ed ma de a bre ak 

fo r it, Unl y Dogu e wa s ab l e to g e t through the f e n c e a n d down t o th e 

b e ach . His two c ompanio n s we r e s hot as th e y we r e climbing th e f e nce. 

Bogu e made it to th e beac h by going through th e f e nce, and Ko zuch 

a nd tho oth e r p r ison e r we r e s hot down as th ey tri e d to go through th e 

f e nc e . Bo g u e a ft e r killing th r e e J apa n es e wit h th e ir own machin e gun 

hid in th o r oc!< until ni ght a nd th e n swam o v e r th o Uay a nd was picked 

u p by fri e ndly Gu e rrill as . 

Capta in Ma n g o r an o ut of hi s bomb shel t e r with his clothes on 

fir e b ut h e ~a s s h o t and ba y o neted , Ca ptain Fred Bruni 0 Wa rr a nt Of ficer 

Gl e n C . Turn e r a n d Li e ut e n a nt I night we r e burn e d in s i de the sh e lt e r, 

Co r p . l~u f u s ::.; ni th , I'- cDol c a nd t e n o th e r s ma n og e d to g o t through 

th o op c n1 ng d own to th e b ea ch af t e r see ing wha t was happening o ut s ide 

th e ir- s h e lt e r. Co rp. P ufu s Smith was th o la s t to l ea v e . Smith after 

se e ing \·Jh a t \·Jas h appe n i ng o n .tho b e ac h r an bac k a nd conc ea le d himse lf 

1n a s mall cre vic e cl ose t 6 whe r e two J apa n e s e g u a r ds we r e s t andi ng. 

Ho r c 1, a in e d thcr· e until th e g u a r d s lef t a n d th e n wa tch e d th e Japanese 

d ump th o r c s t~of th e gasol in e o n th o S h el ters c o nto in ing th e d ea d 

Am~ ri c a n prison e r s and bayon e t ed thos e o n the out s i de who wer e s till 

al iv e or rnov1 ng. 
s 

Th e J apa nes e t h e n dynamit ed th e She lte r s to g ive th e 

appea r a nc e th a t th e ar ea h a d b ee n hit by Ame rican bombe r s . (The 

p r ison e r s had paint e d a P . O. W. o n the tin r oof of o n e of th e barracks 

b efo 1~e th e J apa n ese s topp ed th e m,) 

After it b e c ame dar k Co r p . l~ u f u s Smith sl i d down th e e mbankment 

t o th e b ea ch a n d sv1am to th e othe r s id e . He had b ee n s truck 1n th e 

hip wi th a st r ay b u ll e t - also on his way ove r he was bitten by a dog 
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sh a r k . On r ea ching th e o th e r ~ i d o he mo t some f r i e ndly F ilipino s who 

l o d hi m t o th e r ang e r s . 

~c Do l e wa s s e pa r a t e d f r om Smi th • Smith l ater lear n e d th a t Glen 

• 1 • .; c l.J ol c I i d i mso l f in a ga r ba g e pi t. He was lat e r sho t b ut ma nag e d 

t o swim t h e ni n e mil es a cros s th o Day to sa f e ty. 

1-lc Do l u r e scu o d Ga r t \·.Jho vJas s h o t and soo n bo th men p ic ked up by 

f ri e ndly Filipi n o Gu e rr illas . (Ho s t of th es e Gu e rrilla s v;e r e boys 15 

to 17 y e ar s old .) 

Da ni e l s ( " rmy) wa s p ic k e d u p b y some f ri e nd ly Filipino s a nd th e n 

turn e d o v e r t o th o Ra ng e r s . ~ lmo De a l md naged to make it down to the 

b e ach a n d was shot a n umb e r o f ti me s . He was s ti ll aliv e when th e Japanes e 

Pat r o l come along . Ho was a g aiA sho t a n d bayo n e t ed . Wi th 23 wounds 

a nd l e f t to d i e (he c o u ld n o t swi m) h e was picked u p by fri e n d l y 

\ 
~ F i l i p i n os a n d . turn e d o o r t o th o Filipinos Gu e rril la band . 

Ne il s on ( Ar my ) was s h o t in th e leg wh il e swi mming th e Day - h e 

swam un d e r wat e r unti l h e came up un de r a pr e viousl y shot down Jap 

pla n e . He " t ay o d und e r t h e J apa n c se plane until it b e c ame dar k a nd 

th e n svJam o v a r th e Day . t o safe ty. 

I n th e l a rg e bomb s h e lte r (which includ e d P r iva t e Willa rd R . 

Yeast ) some of th e m got o ut and ma d e it t o th e bea ch only t o be 

ma chin e -gunn o~ - d own by th e J apa n e se o n th e clif f o r by th e patrol 

boa t s ~n th o Bay . 

Of th e 150 me n - c l o v e n e sc aped, th e r e s t of the 139 wer e 

b urn e d , bayo n e t e d , machin e g unn ed o n th e c l iff by th o patrol boat s 

s ho ot ing a t t he p ri so n e r s o n th e beach. 

Kobl os , Pach ee o , Pe tri e , ~mith , Balchi os a n d Nielson wer e flown 

o ut by pl a n o . ~ cD ol c , La rt a b nd Bogue we r e pi c k e d up lat e r a nd l e ft 

by p la n e . 
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"Pop " Da ni e l . nd Elmo Dca wo r e t ak e n out by S ubmarin o . 

Lat e r t h e Ra nge r s c a ugh t Li e ut e na nt Sa t e , th e Ca mp Comma nd ant 

a nd 39 of th e J apa nes e who pa r t i cipa t ed i n th e inhuma ne slaught e r. 

Th e y wo r e se nt e nc e d a nd ha ng e d , 

A s imil a r incide nt t ool ; p l a c e 1n Co rr e g i do r, whe n th o Ame ric a ns 

mov e d in ; ol l th e p r i sone r s we r e kill e d . Cap t a in Du lfomont e , a 

med i cal docto r was in t h i s g r o up . No t p ne s ing le p ris o ner es c ape d. 

Tho r o we r e a bou t a hun d r e d p ri so ne r s k i ll e d. 

/\ t Cobo na ti o n Pris one r of '."iCi r Camp - !(a nge r s p ic ke d UfJ a 

momo r~o ndum on o J a pa ne:.;c o f fi c e r, \"·/h o ha d o r d e r s t o c1 cs tr oy all 600 

t o 1 , 000 p ri so ne r s of wa r in that c amp . Thi s was t o l d t o Li e ut e na nt 

\Ji ll i am Gent r y who wa~ at Cabanatua n an d r es cu e d by th o Ra ng e r s . 

I rlC nti onc c1 thi s 1r1 c1 e t a il as th is mig h t ha v e happe ne d t o u s 

if th o ! mo r ic o n s ha d invado d Ta iwa n . 

\vas 

/\ ll th e r r i ~;onc r s V..' o r~ c CJlvc n a tho r ouo h e xa rnin a tion. fvJy v'c'jg ht j 
up t o abo ut 115 po un ds by n ow . One of the psy c hia tri s t s ch ~ ~ ~e d \ 

me ove r a nd ask ed i f I had go tt e n s ic k on my meal . I told him that I 

a nd r elat e d wha t had h a~p o n ed to me a nd s ome o f th e pris o ne r s 

\ ·i h c n we a t e a l a rg e amo unt of mea t. He asked me i f I th ought it was 

\:v j u s t 
r,1y i rnag in a ti on . I s o icl " y es ", bu t I kep t tryi ng to ea t. 

~ <\ pt'"\ 
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Thr o ugh th e h e lp of files g e nerou s ly furnished to me by Li e ute­

nant Hubert Dwight Hough, U. S . N vy, I was able to dis e nt a ngl e th e 

n ames of who was or who was n't k illed in th e Massa cre. 

Lic ut e n nt Hube r t Dwight Hough (Navy) left on the Augu st 22 , 

1 944 detail for Ma nila. The s hip, however, did n o t l e ave the harbor 

until September 1 9 , 1944. 

Apparently, only Captain Fr e d T. Bruni, l 9 2nd Tank Battalion, 

P ri vat c \1/ . , Yeast, 192nd Tank Battalion and Li e ut e nant Carl E . 

Mango , Med ic, did not s urvi ve th e Palawa n Massacr e . P rivat e Amato 

and Captoin Harry ..J , Hickma n, 1 94th Tank ba ttali on , Medic, left on 

th e Augu s t 22, 1 9 44 ship. 

Se rg e ant Mossey and P rivat e Million must have switched off to 

anoth e r deta il. 

Contacts made with vo r1 o u s s urv1vor s through th e k ind ef fort 

of Li e ut e nan t He r be rt Dwig ht Ho ugh and p e r sonal c o nver sa tion with 

Corporal Rufus (Willy) Smith, Marine, I wa s able to piece the Massacre 

tog e th e r wh e r e some of ou r Ta nk e rs died. 


