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OUR $01 L 
Clarke County 

Soil Conservation District 
820A North Main Street 

342-2917 

Osceola, Iowa 50213 

NEWSLETTER 
We, The Commissioners of the Clarke County Soil Conservation wish to present our first quarterly new8letter 

hoping that you will find it interesting and informative. 

THE COMMISSIONERS 

Richard Gonseth, Chairman Merrill Thornton, Vice Chairman Glen Kimes Adrian Fuller Phillip Henrichs 

Doyce Miller, Asst. Betty Webb, Asst. Fred Redman, Asst. 

WHERE YOU FIT IN NOW- COST-SHARE PROGRAM 
SPECIAL LONG RANGE PLAN MEETING June 11, 1979,7:30 p.m. 

The Clarke County Soil Conservation district is forming task force com­
mittees to study our top resource problems. We could use your help June 11, 
1979 at 7 · 30 p.m. in the So;! Conservation Office, 820A North Main Street, 
Osceola, as we develop programs on how to deal with these problems. Your 
soil conservation district will be making or revising a long range program 
that will note the present condition of resources, list goals for improving the 
condition of the reso:ll'ces during the next five years, and map strategies to 
guide conservation efforts in reaching the goals. You can start by coming to 
the June 11 meeting in the Soil Conservation Office. We want to know what 
you think, and need your help in formulating these programs. 

The DIStrict is out of state cost­
share funds, but beginning July 1, 
we will have a new allocation. We 

terraces, grade stabilization are accepting application on ~~~~~~~~~~;::;a;ii 
structures, diversions, and sediment :=::::;;:;~~ 
and water control basins. The cost-­
share rate is 50 percent of actual -
cost or estimate cost whichever is 
the lesser. U you applied for cost-­
share last year and did not get a~ 
proved, you will need to sign up 

NEW COOPERATORS • 

We would like to recognize the following landowners who have signed up since 
July 1978 as cooperators with the District. They are: 

again as applications are not held 
over from sign-ups previous to 
December 31, 1978 date. 

There are two programs available to landowners and operators in Clarkl' 
County. The state cost share program is administered by the SoU Con~ervatlon 
District and the ACP cost share program is administered by the ASCS. The two 
programs are somewhat similar. Both are to be used to install permanent soil 
conservation practices. Practices that are installed must be maintained for a 
ten year period or the cost share funds must be refunded. Applications must be 
made and approved before starting a practice to be sure funds will be available. 

Lyle Berven • 212 Acres, Green Bay Township 
Larry Carson · 240 Acres, Liberty Township 
F . Wayne Walker· 400 Acres, Osceola Township 
Tom R. Tyree • 798 Acres, Washington, Fremont, Green Bay and Doyle 

Townships 
B.R. Musselman • 80 Acrc,s, Doyle Township 
North Central Properties · 720 Acres, Madison Township 
William C. Busse • 80 Acres, Knox Township 
Durwood C. Anderson· 79 Acres, Green Bay Township 
Charlie McDonough • 80 Acres, Washington Township 
Lynn George • 120 Acres, Knox Township 
Robert Howe • 40 Acres, Liberty Township 
Craig Barcus - 15 Acres, Osceola Township 
Robert Clough · 60 Acres, Doyle Township 
Frank Riley • 240 Acres, Osceola Township 
Wayne Thomas • 320 Acres, Madison Township 
Richard Wallace· 11 Acres, Franklin Township 

IOWA OPEN MEETING LAW 

Iowa open meetings law, Chapter 28A of the Code of Iowa, 
was passed and signed into law by Governor Ray, to take 
effect January 1, 1979. A board, council, commission or other 
governing bodies, expressly created by the statutes of this 
state or by executive order, is considered a govenunental 
body. 

The Soil Conservation Districts are political subdivisions 
created by state statutes. Our elected board of District 
Commissioners, therefore, constitutes a "govenunental 
body", and meetings of the board are subject to the 
provisions of the Iowa Open Meetings Law. 

The Commissioners of the Clarke County Soil Conservation 
District hold regular monthly meetings every third Thursday 
of each month at 7:30 p.m., in the District Office at 820A 
North Main Street. All our meetings are open to the general 
public, and you are welcome anytime you can join us. 

U you have one of these or some other project on your 111111d, the district staff 
would be glad to assist you in plaruting it. Stop in at the district office and 
discuss your needs with Keith Edwards and T.J. Laing. 

-~ 
INCOME TAX EXEMPTIONS If./·-~­

As a result of amendments made to the Internal Revenue Code and signed 
into law by President Carter late last year, landowners receivlllg federal or 
state cost-®are assistance after October 1, 1979, will be able to exclude such 
monies from their gross income on federal tax returns. 

We received this information from our State office in January, but specific 
mterpretations should be made by a qualified tax preparer, the Iowa 
Department of Revenue or the Internal Revenue Service. 

1979 SOIL CONSERVATION BOOSTERS 

Our current list of contributors (74) have contributed $907.15 so far in 1979. Your support is 
greatly appreciated. These funds are put to good use for conservation education; steward· 
ship materials for the churches; district membership in the national and state assocaatlon~ 
promotional activities such as local awards; contest prizes; conservation booklets for !,peal 
schools; and many other activities that promote conservation in Clarke County. 

Our sincere thanks to everyone on the following list for your financial support: 

Jerry & Eva Kelly 
Simpson College Farms 
Clarke County State Bank 
C. & L. Const. Co. Inc. 
Larry Van Werden 
Robert Kitchell 
Wilma Casey McFarland 
Osceola Realty, Inc. 
Richard Barr 
J .J . Nolan 
Carl Brammer 
Arthur Anderson 
Price Farms, Inc. 
Robinsons 
Charles Emmack 
Samuel Edgington 
Donald Edgington 
R.M. Overholtzer 
Loren Davis 
W.W. Reynoldson 
Bell & Sons, Inc. 
Robert Llggitt 
Col. M.M. Miletich 
Robms Farms 
Jessie Powell 

KeMeth Sickels 
Wm. R. Young 
Jacob Cozad 
Uoyd H. Miller 
M.H. Keeler 
The Levine Company, Inc. 
Harry Winship 
M.W. Jack Beaman 
Henry Staubus 
Morris E. Gonseth 
Donald Green 
R.E. Killmar 
W.J . Emary 
V.R. McCartney & Son 
Floyd McComas 
Eldon C. Graves 
Merlin Newman 
Robert S. Toland 
Orval Coffman 
Barnard Bros. 
Elvin H. Sunds 
Barr & Sanders Const. Co. 
Brian Oehlert 
William Oehlert 
Rick Eddy 

Carl Handrock 
G. Allen Heston 
Jack Heilman 
Saylor Feed & Grain Co. 
Osceola Sale Co. 
Osceola State Bank & Trust Co. 
Ronald Whitham 
Miller Farm Account 
The Pines Shorthorn Ranch 
Beardsley Pasture Account 
Bill Kelso 
Madeline Meyer 
Wayne Swegle 
Willard Brittin 
Vern L. Minnich 
Lloyd Morgan 
Melvm Goeldner 
Farm Service Co., Humeston 
Keith E. Kent, Inc 
James Macholz 
Chester Woods 
Merrill Thornton 
Bob Andrew 
E.W. Touet 
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Weed Control 
Results Good 
There's been a widespread 

belief that weeds are much more 
difficult to control on conserva­
tion (minimum) tillage fields than 
on conventionally tilled fields. 
But evaluations in northeastern 
Iowa and other tests say other­
wise. 

Weed control evaluations by 
the Iowa State University Ex­
tensions Service in northeast 
Iowa conclude that "the perlor­
manced of pre-emergence and 
post-emergence herbicides eval­
uated was basically the same as 
that with conventional tillage 
systems." The Extension Service 
has been studying herbicide per­
formarlce there since 1971. 

"They found good weed control 
with residue amounts of 3,000 · 
4,000 pounds an acre, the same 
amount needed for good erosion 
control," says state agronomist 
Ernie Hintz of the U.S. Soil 
Conservation Service. But he 
cautions area farmers to be 
ready with a back-up system in 
case weather or other factors 
made herbicides less effective. 

"Most years, a properly se­
lected herbicide will do a good 
job of controlling weeds in fields 
planted with conservation tillage 
systems. But there are times 
when weather and other factors 
made herbicides less effective, 
and a back-up weed control 
system is needed, he says. 

Planning now can save head­
aches later in those cases. 
"Adapting your cultivator to 
handle cornstalks is the most 
important step you could make 
now for a back-up system". 

"The most common and a 
practical way to make your 
cultivator work in residues is to 
attach disc hillers to the cultiva­
tor. Then it's a trial and error 
system of adjusting them to 
work best," Greg says. 

The rolling cultivator is one of 
the most widely accepted ma­
chines for weed control in 
"trashy" fields. Most manufac­
tures have one and most machin­
ery dealers in Iowa sell them. 

Greg Kent, 
Soil Conservation Aid 

Need More Support for 
• 

Whitebreast W &ter Project 
"More support and interest is 

needed," stated Charley Me 
Donough. "il the Whitebreast 
Rural Watershed Project is to 
become a reality." 

McDonough, president of the 
Whitebreast Watershed Project 
in Clarke County and a repre­
sentative on the Southern Iowa 
Water Association Board serving 
a seven county area, made the 
statement after spendmg the last 
six years seeing little progress 
on the needed water facility in 
Clarke County. 

Originally, the Southern Iowa 
Water Association was estab-

lished in the early 1970s and 
mcluded a seven county area of 
Clarke, Union, Decatur, Ring­
gold, Wayne, Lucas and Madi­
son. Because the Federal Home 
Administration, (FHA) pro­
viding the funding for the pro­
jects, saw the need was greater 
than the amount of money they 
could allow at one time, tbe areas 
were broken up into smaller 
divisions to spread out the fund­
ing over a period of time. 
Whitebreast Watershed will 
serve all of Clarke County and 
parts of Umon and Decatur 
Counties. 
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"Several steps must be fol­
lowed when applying for federal 
grants for such a project,'' com­
mented McDonough. Through 
the Southern Iowa Water As­
sociation, Western-Hoskins 
Engineering firm of Lincoln, 
Nebraska, was hired to complete 
a feiiSibility study of the different 
areas to discover their rural 
water needs. Because of the time 
element, the Whitebreast Water 
Board hired Lynn Sickels of 
Midstate Engineering firm, in 
Creston, to make a separate 
feasibility study of Whitebreast 
to attempt to speed up the 
application process for funding. 

Another requirement that 
FHA requires on such a project 
is a sign-up of all area residents 
to be affected by the watershed 
to show the support of such a 
project. This phase of the re· 
quirement has been complete in 
Clarke County and bas been sent 
to FHA. 

McDonough stated that the 
Little River Rural Water Project 
in Decatur County is quite a bit 
further along than Whitebreast 
and still has a ways to go before 
actual work can be started. 
According to McDonough, the 
project has been accepted by 
FHA, but the actual plans for 
cost must still be approved. 

"Clarke County still has a ways 
to go before application for the 
funding can be made," stated 
McDonough, "and before White· 
breast can become a reality, 
more interest and participation is 
going to have to be shown on the 
part of Clarke County residents." • 
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No Tillage Tour 

Slated Thursday 
Raising corn without any 

tillage (plowmg. di,kmg. field 
cultivator) will be thl' subject of a 
tour being conducl!'d by thl' 
Clarke County Soil Con~ervation 
Di~tricl and the Clarke County 
Extension Service. The lour will 
assemble at the Grace Fertilizer 
Plant on the north side of Osceola 
at 6:15p.m .. Thursday. July 26 

The objective of no-till farming 
i' to reduce l) soil loss, on steep 
or rolling land to be row cropped; 
2) use of fuel to put in the crop; 3) 
amount of time needed to put in a 
crop. The group will be looking 
at the use of herbicides, land 
suitability, and the ability to 
achieve a stand, as well as some 
of the limitation of no-till crop 
production. Equipment used in 
the operation will also be avail · 
able for viewing. 

:'\lost important of all the 
farmers whose crops you will see 
"ill be available for comment~ 
and questions. 

The fin>t stop will be at the 
Hugh Carroll farm three miles 
south and two miles east of 
o,reola on the Osceola and 
Greenbay township line. Hugh 
has 50me no-till corn on alfalfa 
sod. 

Any interested person or per­
sons are invited to attend this 
tour. 

rl" .... ..,... ..... ... .,,. .. AI ..... .,.... ..,.. .... .. 

~ Raising Corn With No-Tillage 
~ WHAT: A No-Till Tour 

~ WHERE: 3 Farms in Clarke County 
Tour w11l assemble at Grace Fertilizer North of Osceola. 

~ 
When: 6:15p.m. July 26, 1979 

Who: Any and all interested persons 
n in No-Till Crop Production. 
U Refreshments Will Be Served. 

~ Sponsored by the Clarke County Soil Conservation District and the Clarke n 
11- Co: .. nty Ex..':nsio~~ervic!}" Co~eerati~~ with .. ~rtho ~~emic!~ Com~!ny. ..ll 
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Clarke Co. Farmers 
Attend No-Till Tour 

Approximately 27 area farm · 
ers attended a no- till tour held in 
Clarke County on Thursday. July 
26. The tour, sponsored by the 
Clarke County SCS and Exten­
sion Service m cooperation with 
Grace Fertilizer and Ortho 
Chemical Co., visited the farm~> 
owned by Hugh Carroll, Lyle 
Berven and Richard Barr 

Participants observed corn. 
beans and milo being grown in 
fields that were planted without 
the use of tillage implements. 
This type of planting is quite 
different from that normally 
practiced in this area of the 
country. Reasons for changing 
to this type of a system. as 
discussed by the farm operators 

~31, /919 
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were: less time needed to put in 
the crop, less co't for l>oth 
equtpment and fuel and a way to 
utili~e land that is highly suscep­
tible to erosion. 

Discu~sion was conducted at 
each site by Keith Edwards, 
Soil District Conservationist, 
and Alan Tee!, County Extension 
D1rector Most of the questions 
concerned herbicide use, site 
selt'ction, sprayer calibration 
u•e. insl.'cticide use and planned 
management. 

Teel commented, "we are look­
lOg at a nE'w practice, mtstakes 
will be mad I.', some will like it 
and other~ won't, but we must a\ 
least b!> aware of what it is and 
what it can and cannot do. We 
must become more aware of our 
~otlloss problems and this is one 
".lY to reduce this problem " 

A follow up, comparing costs 
and yield data will be conducted 
later thb fall. 

\ 
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SOIL COn5ERVftnOn 15 IN YOUR HftnDS 

Observe 

Soil Conservation Week 

September 9 - 15 
I See page 6 for conservation praetleee.) 

Sixth Graders 
Enjoy Nature 

• 

: Tour Oct. 10 
The 128 sixth graders from 

Clarke and Murray schools en 
3oycd brisk October weather, 
hiked trails, and learned about 
our environment last Wednesday 
in the woods of Melvin 
Goldner's "Patch.'' 

"Nature Day" for county SllClh 
graders was a field trip organ 
ized by Donna West of the Clarke 
County Conservation Board 
"The kids had an excellent op 
portunity to observe and discuss 
their natural environment w1lh 
conservation professionals," said 
West. Th06e professionals in 
eluded John Tibben. area fores · 
ter; Melvin Moe, wildlife biolo 
gist; Keith Edwards, soil conser 
vationist; and Mike McGhee, 
fisheries biologist. Donna West 
and John Klein of the Conserva 
tion Board assisted also. Melvin 
Goeldner, longtime environmen 
talist and former Board member 
led the nature hike. Alverda 
Goeldner presented a segment 
on local history and changes in 
our land use. 

Each class visited six stations 
around the "Patch" which is a 
wooded nature preserve with a 
pond. At each station. they got a 
lesson in natural resources and 
their protection. The day was full 
of learning and fun in a natural 
classroom. This learning will be 
used in future years to make 
wise choices about ou.r land use 

~ ~ l'i~1 9 ~~~ 

To Accept Nominations 

For 'Teacher of Year' 
Nominations are being ac­

cepted for the seventh national 
"Conservation Teacher-of-the­
Year" awards program according 
to Richard Gonseth, Chairman of 
the Clarke County Soil Conser· 
vation District. Competition is 
open to all full-time teachers 
working at the kindergarten 
through high school level who 
have developed an outstanding 
program of environmental edu­
cation. 

The National Conservation 
Teacher of the Year will receive 
$1000 in cash and an expense 
paid trip to San Francisco, 
California for the 1981 annual 
convention of the National As­
sociation of Conservation Dis 
tMcts. The national second place 
winner receives a $500 cash 
award and the first place region­
al winner will be given $200. 

Co-sponsored by NACO and 

tJ~1R ;979 
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the Allis Chalmt>r'l Corporation. 
the purpose of the awards pro· 
gram is to encourage tht> devel 
opment of creative learning ex· 
periences in conservation for 
young people 

"Any teacher in a public or 
pnvate school in our conserva 
tion distnct who puts emphasis 
on environmental conservation 
as a regular part of the instruc­
tional program is eligible for 
nomination," said Gonseth. 

Interested teachers can obtain 
additional information and nom 
ination forms from Clarke Coun 
ty Soil Conservation Service 

The awards program also m 
eludes equ1valent prizes for the 
conservation distr1ct judged na 
uonally to have prov1ded the 
most effective stimulus and help 
for conservation education pro 
gram~ w1thin the distr1ct. 



~n;.y Fall Causes Concern for 

West Lake Water Supply 
Water usage in Osceola 

averages close to a million 
gallons per day. In figures 
compiled at the Osceola Water 
Treatment Plant, Steve Squires 
reported that during tl)e month of 
November, just over 24 million 
gallons of water were treated and 
used by water patrons. 

Concern has been expressed by 
citizens over the increased usage 
of water during the past years 
and the 125 acre West Lake that 
serves as reservoir for Osceola's 
water supply. Keith Edwards, 
District Soil and Water Con­
servationist, reports that at 
capacity, the reservoir holds 
approximately 491 million 
gallons of water. If there were no 
evaporation out of or runoff of 
water in to West Lake, there 
would be approximately 491 days 
of water available for use. At the 
present time, the lake is 46 mches 
below the spillway which means 
it is down 40 percent from 
capacity. 

According to Edwards, there is 
approximately 292,000 million 
gallons of water in the reservoir 

With the coating of ice that 
covers West Lake at the present 
time, this prevents evaporation 
and should rem am in this position 
until spring when the ice melts. 

A measurement of the level of 
the lake was taken December 18 
and showed that the lake level 
was 46 inches below the level of 
the spillway. This means that 
approximately 199 million 
gallons of water have been used 
since the water was at the level of 
the spillway, or since It was last 
at capacity. 

Water is presently being 
pumped mto the treatment plant 
and processed from the second 
mtake p1pe. At the present rate of 
usage, there are 130 days of water 
available before the next intake 
pipe is reached It is hoped that 
by this time, spring rains will 
have arr1ved and replenish the 
lake after a dry fall that failed to 
perform that task 

Res1dents recall that in 1977 
after a dry sprmg the reservoir 
was low At that point, pipe was 
obtained and pumping from 
Sargent Quarries was started on 

July 6 to aid in supplying water 
for use. The eight-inch pipe was 
laid for approximately one­
quarter mile to the reservoir and 
about 2,000 gallons of water per 
minute was pumped through July 
and August until late summer 
rains quickly filled the lake once 
again. 

At the lowest point, the lake 
was 83 Inches below spillway 
level before recovering. 

West Lake has a water shed of 
approximately 6300 acres which 
means that when rains do come, 
runoff is sufficient to qwckly fill 
the reservoir. 

Members of the Water Board 
have explored possibilities of 
increasing the capacity of the 
existing lake and of securing 
another source of water to sup­
plement West Lake. Present 
planning centers around ob­
taining this additional water 
from White Breast. 

At the present time, Water 
Board member Con Smith asks 
that citizenry be aware of the 
situation and to conserve water 
when possible. 

• 

CHECKING Herman Gracey and Steve Squier 
break through the 3-onch ice coating on the intake 
at West Lake and measure lhe wafer level of the 
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reservoir. When the check was made Tuesday, the 
wafer was 46 Inches below spillway level. 
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Edwards Reminds District F arn1ers of 

Switchgrass Cost-sharing Applications . 
Keith Edwards, Distrtct 

Conservationist of the Clarke 
County Soil Conservation 
District, reminds mterested 
landowners that applications for 
50 percent cost-sharing for 
establishment of switchgrass will 
be accepted through December 
31, 1979 

Applications for landowner 
sign-up for switchgrass can be 
made at the Clarke County Soil 
Conservation District Office or 
from Iowa Conservation Com­
mission Wildlife Biologist Melvin 
Moe, Mt. Ayr. Applications will 
or August, but at no time will it be 
cut closer than eight inches above 
the ground. b) Switchgrass seed 
may be harvested anytime upon 
matw-ity. c) Switchgrass may be 
left unharvested. 

2) During the four years 
following the established year, 
thE' cooperating landowner will 

' 

have the followmg options: a) 
Switchgrass may be cut for hay 
anytime during July or August, 
but at no tune will it be cut closer 
than eight inches above the 
ground. b) Switchgrass may be 
grazed anytime during J uly or 
August. but at no time will it be 
be rev1ewed on the basis of site 
suitability, soli type, topography, 
field size, availability of water 
and adequate fencing for grazing 
animals and location in county. 
Switchgrass planting of 10 to 40 
acres wUI be given preference. 

All applicants will be notified of 
a decision by January 20, 1980. 

Terms of the contract are- 1J 
During the establishment year, 
no grazing will be allowed, but 
the cooperating landowner will 
have the following options: a) 
Switchgrass may be clipped for 
weed control anytime during July 

grazed closer than 8-10 inches 
above the ground. c) Switchgrass 
seed may be harvested anytime 
upon maturity. d) Switchgrass 
may be left unharvested. 

Except as specified above, no 
other use will be made of the 
switchgrass dw-ing the five-year 
period covered by the contract. 

The cooperating landowner will 
be expected to provide the Iowa 
Conservation Commission with 
receipts for seed, lime, fertilizer, 
and herbicide costs plus receipts 
or estunates for the cost of 
seedbed preparation, seeding, 
rolling, and application of lime, 
fertilizer, and herbicides prior to 
receiving cost-share payments. 

The management contract may 
be amended at any time provided 
it is done with the consent of both 
parties. The Iowa Conservation 
Commission reserves the right to 
cancel the management contract 

(f)~~.j~ 
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at any tim~ for noncompliance 
with the terms of the contract. If 
the contract is cancelled due to 
noncompliance, the landowner 
will reimburse the Commisssion 

' for the full amount he has been 
paid. 

The cooperating landowner will 
be encouraged but not required to 
allow hunting on lands covered 
by contract. 

. 

Applications Due on 

Switchgrass Cost-sharing 
Cost·sharing for the establish­

ment of switchgrass in 1980 is 
now available for Clarke County 
cnttlemen from the Iowa Conser· 
vat1on Commission. Up to 
$100,000 derived from the sale of 
Wildlife Habitat Stamps will be 
used to cost·sha.re tht establish· 
ment of switchgraslo pastures 
beneficial to both cattlemen and 
wildlife in Adair, Clarke, Lucas, 
Madison, Ringgold, Union, and 
Warren counties. 

~~.P~ 
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Switchgrass IS a warm season 
grass which provides good forage 
during the months of July and 
August when cool season grasses 
such as bluegrass, orchard grass, 
and fe~oeue are dormant. A 
pasture rotation system that 
includes cool season grasses for 
spring and fall grazing and 
switchgrass for summer grazing 
is an e£ficient means of providing 
continuous grazing throughout 
the growing season. 

Switchgrass pastures also pro· 
vide valuable nesting cover for 
pheasants and songbirds. Proper 
management of switchgrass re· 
quires cutting or grazing no 
closer then eight to 10 inches 
above the ground. The resultine 
stubble provides birds with an 
attractive nesting site in the 
spring. Since switchgrass is not 
used for hay or pasture until 
July, birds nesting in it have 
adequate time to complete 
nesting, unlike those using cool 
season hay fields where most 
nests are destroyed by early 
mowmg. 

To promote the use of this 
practice which will benefit wild 
life on orivate lands. the Iowa 
Conserv.atlon Commission will 
cost-share 50 percent-.cf th(' cost 
of establishment, not to exceed 
S50i acre the establishment year. 
and an additiona.l 50 percent of 
the costs of chemicals and ferll 
lizer, not to exceed $15/ acre, the 
year following establishment. In 
exchange for cost-sharing, land 
owners will be required to sign a 
five year contract covering man 
agement of the switchgrass 
planting. Funds are limited, and 
applications for cost·Shjlring 
must be submitted by December 
31. Application forms and more 
information are available at your 
local SCS, ASCS, or Extension 
office or contact Melvin Moe, Mt. 
Ayr Wildlife Unit, SCS Office 
Bldg .. Mt. Ayr, Iowa 50854 . 



Soii ... Amerlca's Most 

Valuable Resource 

Farming practices based upon 
soil conservation techniques are a 
necessity. But they must be ac­
complished voluntarily 

The peoP-le who are screaming 
fo r manaatory conservation 
practices do not comprehend the 
differences among Iowa 's soils. 
What they either do not un­
derstand , or choose to ignore, is 
many farmers spending their own 
dollars to conserve the soil. 
Others use cost sharing funds for 
specific conservation tillage 
practices. 

Significant progress towards 
maintaining Iowa 's soil resource 
is evident. But in times of low or 
negative farm profits, like those 
being predicted for next year, 
many farmers are financially 
unable to apply cost-intensive 
land practices. The farmer 
cannot, and should not have to 

bear the entire cost of soil con­
servation alone. 

Nearly half of Iowa's fann land 
IS now being tilled under approved 
conservation practices. It 's being 
done willingly, not by a govern­
ment mandated directive. 

Despite the call for compulsory 
directives, soil conservation can 
best be handled with a voluntary 
approach supplemented with 
incentives. More dollars must be 
allocated for cost sharing to meet 
increased needs already ex­
pressed by Iowa farmers . 

For the year 1979-80, cost share 
requests from farmers totaled 
several million dollars more than 
the funds available. Farmers are 
dedicated conservationists. But, 
they need the total commitment of 
the remaining 96 percent of the 
public. B Mik Ha . - y e rriS 
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Resource Coordinating 
Committee to Meet 

The Clarke County .Kesource 
Coordinating Committee will 
meet Thursday, January 24, at 
7:30 p.m in the Board of 
Supervisors Room, Clarke 
County Courthouse, Osceola. 

The County Resource Coor­
dinating Committee is respon­
sible for passing the input from 
each county on to the Con­
servancy District Advisory 
Committee. The Clarke County 
Resource Coordinating Com­
mittee has input to the Southern 
Iowa Conservancy District and 
the Des Moines River Con­
servancy District. 

Decisions are being made 
concerning development of 
conservancy district plans. These 
plans are to address water 
management problems on a 
watershed basis and provide a 
method for solving those 
problems. The plans to be suc­
cessful, has to be based on the 
thinking of local peopl~what 
they see the problems to be and 
what the acceptable methods of 
solving these problems are. 

The public is encouraged to 
attend this meeting. 

~~ti!~~~ 
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Heavy Demand 
For Nursery 

- Stock 
Because of the heayy demand 

this year for tree and shrub 
seedlings, some species are now 
sold out according to Gene 
Hertel, state forester for the Iowa 
Conservation Commission. 

Species which are still in good 
supply include white pine, red 
pine, ponderosa pine, Austrian 
pine, European larch, amur 
honeysuckle and autumn olive. 

Hertel urged interested people 
to place their orders as soon as 
possible. Assistance in deter­
mining what is best suited to 
plant on a particular area can be 
obtained by contacting a district 
forester or wildlife biologist. 

Application forms for tree and 
shrub seedlings can be obtarned 
from commission district 
foresters, wildlife biologist s, 
ASCS offices, SCS offices and 
utension offices throughOut the 
state. 

(!)~.~.~~I~ 
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Set Monday Meet for 
Conservation Discussion 

Issues concerning the payment 
of monies for soil and water 
conserving programs are th<' 
subject of a meeting called for 
Monday, March 17, at the Clarke 
County ASCS office. Keith Ed 
wards invites the public to 
attend the meeting which will 
start at 7 p.m. The ASCS office is 
located at 820 North Main 
StrPPt. Osceola. 

Should agricultural producers 
be required to apply soil and 
water conservation measures on 
privately-owned land to benefit 
the national objectives? Or 

~~::t:.d. 
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should the UM~ of conservation 
measures continue to be volun­
tary? 

Who ~hould pay for expen,ive 
conservation measure., that pro 
vide few immediate benefits to 
farm operators but have great 
benefits to the public, such as 
improved water quality, cleaner 
rur, or reduced sediment in 
streams and rcservotrs? 

There are some issues being 
discussed in public meetmgs to 
give all citizens a chance to help 
shape the future of conservation 
programs. 

The meetings are being held to 
fulfill requirements or the Sot! 
and Water Resources Conserva· 
tion Act of 1977 !RCSl. Under 
the Act, Congress has directed 
USDA to appraise the condition 
of the nation's renewable natural 
resources and to propose pro· 
grams to guide future con~erva 
lion acttvittt'S 

National objective., have been 
set for rcducmg eroston and 
preserving prime farmlands; im· 
proving water quality; con<er· 
ving water; improving fi~h and 
wildlife habitat, including the 
preservation of wetlands from 
destructton by agriculture and 
other means; reducmg upstream 
flood damage; con,erving energy 
at•d solving relnted resource 
problems 

Interested persons arc being 
invited to comment on seven 
alternattve con'>ervation strate 
gies being constdered by USDA. 

Soil Survey Monies Being 
Held in Contingency Fund 

Clarke County's share of the 
cost of a projected 1982 county· 
wide soil survey, estimated to be 
about $70,000, is being held m a 
contingency fund and added to 
gradually each tax year 

Explainmg an expected con­
tingency fund balance of about 
$52,000 at the close or this 
current fiscal year June 30, 
county assessor Richard Horn 
stated this method of raising the 
needed $70,000 was followed so 
there would be no need for a 
large tax jolt when 1982 rolled 
around. 

At that time, federal and stale 
matching funds (about three· 
fourths or the total cost) will be 
added to cover the cost of takmg 
soil test borings m every section 
of every townshtp m the county. 
Future assessments of indivtdual 

farm~ wtll be ba~ed upon the soil 
dcscrtptlons re~ulting from test 
bormgs. 

Approval of the assessor's 
proposed operattonal budget 
askmg wa~ made at the January 
meeting of the Clarke County 
Conference Board, m the amount 
of $49,840 for ftscal 1980 81. This 
ts an mcrease or $7,7.12 over last 
year and $13,751 over two years 
ago. 

Nine members of the board 
mclude county supervtsors, 
Leland Hunt, Orval Coffman and 
Rtchard llill, Osceola Mayor 
Gary Lamb, Woodburn Mayor 
Rex Marker and Murray Mayor 
Waller Hurt and thrt'e school 
board rcpresentaltve' Helen 
Barnett from Clarke Community, 
Rob<·rt Reynold-. from Interstate 
35 .1nd Larry O'Neall from Mur­
ray 

~J~ 
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Conservation Commission 
Approves Co. 5-Year Plan 

Approval by the Iowa Conser 
vation Commission oi thl' pro· 
posed five-year plans for Redfern 
Timber Reserve and East Lake 
Park were reported at the April 
9 mtoeting or the Clarke County 
Conservation board. 

Included in these plan' is the 
construction of re>t rooms at 
Redfern Reserve, approved by 
the board Wednesday; and sev 
era! East Lake projects outlined 
below. 

Fenceline terracing agreement 
wtth J.D. Patterson and thr Soil 
Conservation Service, will be 
implemented this fall. Purpose is 
to curb soil erosion runoff into 
East Lake 

Other approved East Lake 
projects mclude con,truction of 
physical fitness devices along the 
hiking trails, using donated rna 
terials; construction of a hme 
stone sign, and approval of 
Hawkeye Lumber Company's 
low bid of $6,397 for construction 
of a pole type service building. 

A resolution to permit u«e by 
fishermen of electric trolling 
motors up to one horsepower 
was approved 

Set Camping Fee 
Adopted by the board were 

rules for group camping at East 
Lake, by reservation only, in a 
special camp area to be estai' · 
lished. User fee was 'et at $5.00 
per mght per group, with a 
refundable deposit for 1r3te ke,r. 
and to guarantee clean-up. Other 
rul_es are available at the board's 
office at 104'1• S. Fillmore 

o~4j~ 
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City Council 

Proceedings 
COUN(;IL PROCEEDINGS 

May6, 1980 
The City Council of the City of 

Osceola did meet in regular 
<,('~,ion this 6th day of May, 1980 
at City Hall at 7:00 p.m. All 
council persons were present. 

Mayor Lamb called the meet 
ing to order and the fU"st item on 
the agenda was the public hear­
ing in regards to partial tax 
exemption for improvements for 
industries. The hearing was set 
for 7:00p.m. The Mayor asked if 
there were any comments from 
the persons present. There were 
no questions. The city attorney 
again explained what the pur­
pose of the bill was and stated 
that in the bill it gives 75 percent 
exemption for the ftrst year, 60 
percent for the second year, 45 
percent for the third year, 30 
percent for the fourth year, and 
15 percent for the fifth and final 
year. These are the maximum 
exemptions. The ordinance could 
be for less. There was no further 
discussion on the matter so the 
mayor declared the hearing 
closed. 

Hazel Showman representing 
the Chamber of Commerce ap· 
peared before the council at this 
timt:..and stated that the chamber 
would like to ask that the council 
okay the flower pot that was 
moved from the SE corner of the 
square to be replaced but further 
back than it was. She also stated 
that the chamber would like to 
ask the council not to okay any 
further removal of the flower 
pots. It was mentioned that the 
flower pot be moved 12 feet 
further west when replacing. 
The chamber would pay for the 
expense in relocating the flower 
pot. The council did not have any 
objections at t his time, however 
they did feel that they should 
talk with Marvin Gray and ask 
his feelings if the pot was 
replaced. The decision will be 
made at the next council meet· 
in g. 

Duayne Fletcher, repre-
senting the Osceola Country 
Club appeared before the council 
and wanted to know the status of 
the dean up work across the 
country club and when the sod or 
grass would be put down. The 
city eng~neer was not present at 
this time but was supposed to be 
at the meeting later and the 
council said that it would be 
discussed at that time. The 
easement called for everything 
to be done before May 1. 

Estimate 114 from McAninch 
Corp. on Phase II of the sewer 
project in the amount of 
$26,994.69 was presented to the 
council at this time. It was 
moved by Clark and seconded by 
Martin that the est imate be 
approved. Vote on the motion 
was, Ayes: All, Nays: None. 

Robert Byers appeared before 
the council at this time in regards 
to the no-parking signs that had 
recently been installed on Jef· 
freys Drive. He stated that in the 

years that he has had his 
iness on Jeffreys Drive that 

there has only been one accident 
on the street. He stated that 
there is no place else for the 
truckers to park their trucks 
when they stay at the motel. He 
would like to ask the council if 
they could remove the signs or 
offer another solution. It was 
mentioned that the shoulder on 
the road is wide enough to park 
the trucks on if it was rocked. 
The city asked the street supt. if 
he would check to see if the 
parking was wide enough and 
how much rock it would cost to 
rock the shoulder for the park 
ing. 

A n.ot i.t '"'""' IPI't.ft"' ~it.i!!7Anc......nn~C:: 
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things that he wanted to discu~s. ~unc;_il al_so looked over a r~J!!>rt 
First he mentioned that he from Kcitn. Edwards in regards 
thought the meeting last ~the soil and water conserva­
Wednesday morning with the .hOJl Q( ar!)~ ~ !~~ mdustl"lal 
Jimmy Dean people went very J!ll_rk located adjacent to Jimmy 
well. The matter on how the J>ean ROaa and ""Tteken ""DriVe. 
sewer charges were arrived at T_he rwrt alS() ~iia<r a:- cost 
nad been discu~o;ed at tlus meet r..~timate. Tills matter was dts­
ing and Bob proceeded to explain cu,~edWTth the counCiralso along 
to the council how they were l'::!lll llle leport of"11i~ concrete 
figured. The next item wa~ that ~ un_ er . tJie entrance to 
McAninch had asked for an · aaoson Brothers. Tliere seems to 
exten~ion of time of Phase 11 of -~ aP.rCJ.biem Tn this area and 
the sewer project. There ha~ _!loes need TmmeOiate. attenlton. 
been a problem getting some of Th£ clerk was mstructed to get 
the material. Bob stated that he tn_ conta~t wttli}h~ngmeer an·d 
would at a later date advi'>C the atscuss tlie Sttuatton. Notlimg 
council on how much of extension else_m tlie reporr was acted up9n 
was needed. The next item was at thjs time. 

the work across the country club. 
He said that the shaping had 
been well done but the finishing 
work he was not sntisfied with at 
this Lime. In rugards to sod or 
grass seed he said that he would 
like to recommend grass Seild. It 
was decided after discussion of 
the matter that Duayne Jo'lotcher 
would get some of the bonrd 
members of the club together 
along with either Bob or some 
other member of the engineering 
firm and wa.lk the grounds and 
see where the sod was needed 
and if parts or the ground could 
be seeded. Bob also stated that 
when the plans were drawn up 
for Phase ll of the sewer proJect 
that they included the best check 
valves available at that time, 
however in the meantime there 
were some new micro switches 
that act as a back up on the check 
valves for an ndditional cost of 
$300.00. Bob was asking the 
council to okay these new micro 
switches and he would get it 
approved by EPA and be added 
to the grant. It was moved by 
Martin and seconded by McNeal 
that the micro switches be ap 
proved. Vote on the motion was, 
Ayes: All, Nays: None. Bob also 
presented an invoice for inspec-
tion services from February 29, 
1980 thru April 25. 1980 in the 
amount of $5,362.79. It was 
moved by Martin and seconded 
by Clark that the bill be ap 
proved. Vote on the motion was, 
Ayes: AU. Nays: None. 

Robert Toland representing 
Iowa Southern Utilities appeared 
before the council and stated that 
the franchise for the gas service 
for the city expires in December 
1981 and the electricity expires 
in November, 1987. lie was at 
the meeting asking that the 
council adopt new ordinances and 
have an election on the new 
franchise at this time. He stated 
that the company usually takes 
this action five years before it 
expires but they were a little less 
than that at this time. The 
franchises are for 25 years. The 
ordinances are passed by the 
council and then the company has 
a special election for the people 
to vote. He .. tatud that the paper 
work takes about an hour to 
complete and wanted to know if 
the council wanted a special 
meeting or what. It was decided 
that the council would just meet 
an hour earlier at the next 
meeting which would be at 6:00 
p.m. on May 20th. 

Lowell Crawford, Street Supt. 
appeared before the council at 
this time. He said that the trees 
in the flower pots needed water­
ing and did the council wont the 
street dept. to do it on city time 
or hire a couple of the street 
dept. employees to water them 
on their time as we had done in 
the past. The council stated that 
they thought they should be 
watered now and that to go 
ahead and have the employees do 
it on their time for now. He also 
stated that Lewis Soper was 
retiring and did the council want 
to advertise for another em 
ployee. The council mstructed 
the city clerk to put an ad in the 
paper for another employee ~ 
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Recent Heavy Rains - • 

Washes Away Topsoil 

,. 

• 0 

.. 
TOPSOIL LOSS: This dramatic photo taken by Soil Conservationi~t 
Keith Edwards on a Clarke County farm shows the amount of top 
soD lost during recent heavy rains. Tbe rate of loss of this topsoil is 
of grave concern to everyone. A series of pictures in upcoming 
iarue• will further demonstrate the problem. 

~~~..£ 
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Keith Edwards, Clarke County 
District Con,ervationist, says he 
believe, the so~thern half of the 
county experienced rainstorms 
of duration and intensity that are 
expected to occur only once in 20 
years. One field checked in Knox 
Township had areas of sheet 
erosion where between one and 
two inches of topsoil were re­
moved. Silt was piled up two feet 
deep in ponds, in terraces and at 
fences at several locations 
checked. 

By contrast fields of no-till 
corn in grass sod less than one 
mile away were completely free 
of rills. "A pond below a no-till 
corn in sod field planted on the 
contour showed no siltation," 
Edwards satd. 

Edwards estimates soil losses 
for the 80.000 acres of row crops 
planted in the county at more 
than 820,000 tons in June or 
greater than 10 tons/acre aver­
age-more than twice the yearly 
rate considered tolerable by 
scs. 

Edwards thinks that 80 per­
cent of all row crop land in the 
county suffered ~il losses that 
exceeded 10 tons: acre and 75 
percent of row crop acres had soil 
losses in exce~s of f1ve tons/acre 
in the la.st month. 



..... - • ..... 
NQ-TILL TOURS: To emphasize the value of no·till farming, the 
Clarke County Soil Cua.,.,r v•liuu S ervice;. d!>UU""ri"IS """era! tours 
open to the public:. The first tour is Thursday. J uly 17 with 
interested parties to meet at tbe SCS office at 6:30 p.m for a 
pasture tour. The second meeting will be Monda)' , J ul} 21 for a eorn 
tour and tbe third oo Tuesday. J ul) 22 for a no· t ill eoro and bO) bean 
tour. The above picture was taken on the Jim J ones farm in Doyle 
Townahip and shows tbe value of holding soil despite heavy ra.ins. 

T ,n F;JJ ~<:,n;/ 

Conservation Tours 
The ('lark!> County Soil Con 

, <•rv ataon Service 11. spon,oring a 
wries of tour<. open to the public 
ff:aturin~ No Till humin~ 
mPthods. All tour<> "ill bcgin at 
li::lO p.m. on the [olin" mg evc· 
mng,. 

Thursda\. Juh 17 :-:o Till 
Pa,ture Tour :">teet at SCS office 
m Q,~cola. Haghw:n 69 :-lorth. 

\ londa\. Juh 2 1 :-lo·Till Corn 
Tour \lcct at Ea~t Lake Park. 
JU~I ea'l of Osceola 

I ue<.da). Jul\ 22 No Till 
Corn and Soybean Tour Meet at 
Murray Community Center in 
Murray 

For further mformahon mter 
c'tl·d parlte' may contact the 
c;cs offi~l' tn o~ceoln. 

~~L 
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VALU E OF SWITCHGRASS Sally Gearhart, 
So1l Conservatoon1st summer student, Allen 
Weeda and Melv1n Moe, Iowa Conservat1on 
CommiSSIOn 8iolog1st, inspect a pasture of 

J~ () ~-
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sw1tchgrass belonging to Knox Township fa rmer 
Weeda Swllchgrass IS one means ot preventive 
so1l eros1on ava1lable to area farmers. 

_- ;/ ,/ ,., 3 < • . - '-'-~ .... -;;:-~~ Soil <:'9ns~~r:_v_ati~n_W.:"eek .. .:,epJ. c <t:-+" 



To Fill Soil 
Posts Nov. 3 

The terms of four Clarke 
County Soil Conservation Dis 
tricl Comm1ssioners expire this 
year. when their successor~ will 
be elected at the general election 
scheduled for November 3 . 
There are three unexpired term., 
of office to be filled. 

The individuals elected will 
take the oath of office and begm 
serving their term on November 
4. 1980. The unexpired terms of 
office will be for a penod of six 
years, four years ar.d two years. 
The rematning term of office will 
be for six years. The individual 
will take oath of office and begin 
serving the term on January 2. 
1981. 

Any qualified elector residing 
in the soil conservation district, 
wh1ch is all of Clarke County 
including cities and towns. 1s 
eligible for the office of comm1s· 
.,1oner. except that no more than 
one commissioner may be a 
resident of any one townsh1p. 
Incumbent commissioner is 
Phillip Henrichs. Washington 
Township; therefore, residents 
of Washington Township would 
not be eligible for oHice at this 
t1me 

Prospective candidates seek· 
ing the office of soil conservation 
district commissioner must file 
nomination petitions in the same 
manner as for other elective 
poSitions at the general election, 
except that no political party is 
designated. Nomination petitions 
can be obtained from the County 
Auditor or ,.Soil Conservation 
District Office. 

These, petitions. signed by 25 
eligible electors. must be filed 
with the County Auditor at the 
Clarke County Courthouse no 
later than 5:00 p.m. on Septem· 
ber 10, 1980. 

Soil Conservation distnct com­
missioners serve without salary 
and guide the overall soil and 
water conservation program in 
the county. For further informa­
tion pertainmg to the responsibi 
lilies of a commissioner. persons 
should contact the Clarke County 
Soil Conservation Distr1ct office. 
820A North Main Street. Os­
ceola. 

~:!~ 
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SHEET EROSION: Clarke County Soli Con. 
servallonist Kerth Edwards, points out the 
problems of sheet erosion, as seen in this 
photograph t•ken in Knox Township. Many 

ponds m the county were filled with sediment 
following rains, due to up and down hilt farm ing 
practrces. 

(')~~~ 
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Sept. I 0 Deadline 
For SCD Election 

Terms of four Clarke County 
Soil Conservation District Com­
missioners expire this year In 
dividuals interested in seekmg 
the office of soil conservation 
di.,Lrict commissioner are re 
minded to pick up nomination 
pl'titions from the County Audi 
tor or Soil Conservation Distr1ct 
Offrce 

These petitions must be filed 
with the County Auditor at the 
Clark<· Count)· courthouse no 
later than 5 p.m. Wednesday. 
September 10. 

For further information per 
taining to the re~ponsibilities of a 
commi'<sioner. per~ons should 
contact the Clarke County Soil 

~ Conservation District Office, 
· 820A :-lorth Main Street. 

Osceola, 

rfJ.M.LAJ~~ 
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Soil Conservation Week, Sept. 14-20 

CONSERVI:\G WITH '0·TILI.: Above picture compare' no·tlll 
corn plants lat right! with convt>ntionalh plant('d ,taJk,, ,howing 
that good stands arl' achieHd with no till method fhi' planting 
method will bl' ~tre~~ed during Iowa "oil and \\Ill tor Con~.-n a lion 
\\ eek. September l.J -20 

• 
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How Much Time to Save Our Soil? 
~ \lt·~<age From 

Go' ernor Robert D. Ra~ 

"'eptember. 1980 

Earlier this summer. Iowans 
Wltnc'>,l'd .,orne of the worst soil 
erosion to occur in the state for 
more than thirty years. Fast. 
hard rain' swept through county 
after county, ravaging unpro 
il'<'ied helds JUSt after farmers 
had finishPd planting record 
acreage' of corn and soy beans 

The resulting soil losses, which 
werlc' highly visible and wide 
~pread, magnified· what often 
occurs lo a somewhat le~ser 
degree each year. The amount of 
soil lost to erosion-261 million 
tons per year from cropland 
alone, or an average of 9.9 tons 
per acre per year for all lands in 
th~ 'late, b twice the acceptable 
t'ros1on level for most soils. 

• • • • 
The gullit>,, nil,, and wdi· 

mt>nt-filled ditche., wt• witnt·s~t d 
last ~pring and summer have 
Jong sinct• bt·t·n 'moot ht-d OV!'r 
by tillage C'quipml'nt or 'rovl'rC'd 
by green foliagt• . And larg!'r 
equipment. romm!'rcial ft·rtil · 
izer~. and 1mprov!'d hybrids hav!' 
ma~ked lo'>'t'' in soil produc 
tivity due to ero,lon. Bl•caus!' 
erosion is usually a gTadual 
process over lime. most Amer1 
ran~ haw ll•ndt•d to dt•wlop a 
sence of complacl'nry about 1t 

Do we have t•nough t1mt' to be 
complacent'! Will the problem 
wait until 1985 or tht• year 2000'/ 
I think not. 

Soil conservationists ll'll us 
that the topsoil m1ght be gone 
from some of our mort- frag1lt> 
land in less than 20 yl'nrs. WI' nrl' 
literally "Losmg I,"''Ound" to ero 
sion, so we should recognizt• our 

~~ 
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responsibility to- do more to 
presen:t> this rich resource. 

Improwd program strategies 
dt•vPiopPd in recent years at 
state and national levels must 
now be put into action. After all. 
tho<!' v.ho u<e 1t today are its 
stewards for only a relatively 
short period of time 

WI' in Iowa have led the nation 
w1th the level of support and 
mno\'ations we have offered to 
our soil con~ervation programs 
We took a significant stnde 
earlil'r thi., year when the slate's 
soil conservation laws were 
amended, putting in place the 
"Iowa Soil 2000 Program", a 20 
yrar plan to reduce the state's oil 
losst's to acceptable limits. I 
recommended additional monies 
fdr cost sharing with landowners 
t'vcn though our budget is tight. 
Nearly S6 million in state funds 

Soil and Water Conservation Week- September 14-20 

• • • • 
are now available for incentives 
to landowners for installing per 
manent and temporary soil con· 
~ervation practices this commg 
year 

Commendable as all of th1s is, a 
renewed emphasis on this pr1o 
rlt) is thc only way we will reach 
our ultimate obJective of re· 
ducing erosion to acceptable 
limits by the year 2000. 

While so1l conservation dis­
tricts and their elected eomm1s· 
s1oners have demonstrated their 
ability to deal with soil and wat-er 
resource problems at the local 
level, accelerated soil conserva­
tion programs will require even 
greater coordination among fed­
eral, state, and local units oC 
government. 

I urge you to extend your 
support to conservation officials, 

farmers, and landownl'" who 
are providing lt>adrrship to exl'>l 
mg programs Lt•t'' all commit 
ourselves to a better cons('rva· 
lion ethic so that commg gt'nrr 
ations wtll know the -.ilml' pro 
ductivity and wealth of our 
beautiful state th<~t ""' havt• ,o 
fortunately enJOyt>d 

Soil and Water Cnn5crvnllon 
Week is Septeml.>l'r 11·20. 

~~ 
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Conservationist Edwards 

• 

WarnsofSoilLoss 
There arc still many farmers 

who question whether the soil 
loss figures they sec and hear are 
accurate according to Keith Ed 
wards, SCS district soil conser 
vattonist. 

There are many who believe 
soil eroston is a problem tn 

another part of Iowa, but not in 
their neighborhood or especially 
on their own farms. 

On one hand. it"s understand 
able, Edwards admits A sotllo~s 
of 10 tons an acre (the Iowa 
average on cropland) is only I 14 
of an inch acro~s the acre Thnfs 
very difficult to nottce and there 
are years ;oil los' is less than 
that 

On the other hand. there are 
years when soil loss ~; much 
greater The eroston that oc 
curred lhts year over much of the 
stale was all too easy to see. Or 
think about how your land looked 
10 years ago and how it looks 
today Anyone wtth any sloping 
land al all has probably seen 
lighter colored soil in spots and a 

build up of soil at fencelines­
surc stgns of erosion. 

"Look at soil surveys. where 
topsoil depths are described. 
Edwards says. ''then compare 
that to original topsoil estimates, 
and you'll find the soil loss 
figures being quoted fit the 
historical picture. 
"Figure~ like two bushels of 

topsoil loss for a bushel of corn 
produced. and an inch of soil lost 
every 11 years are attempts to 
help visually explain soil losses. 

"I have an idea, though, that 
deep down most of us who work 
wtth the land know if we're 
losing soil The question then is 
whether we care enough to do 
<:Omethmg about it." 

Only three months after 
Clarke County received heavy 
rain~ that resulted in some of the 
worst single erosion events in 
history Edwards reports having 
seen three fields of meadow fall 
plowed up and down the hill. 

The'>e fields will inevitably 
low 10 14 toM of soil before corn 
becomcs establis.hed next year 
and the vegetation can provide 
some needed protection, he 
states 

Good alternatives are avail · 
ablE'. Ustng a chisel plow and a 
disk on the contour would have 
cut losses to about five tons per 
acrt' per y!'ar and no till on the 
contour would further reduce soil 
lo_,,('~ to about two tons . 

Edwards recommend!' no fall 
plowing, due to danger of erosion 
from both wind and water. 

Soil and Water Conservation 

Week September 14-20 

LIVING MULCH : Hands of soli conservationist Keith Edwi!rds hold 
foliag~ of crown vetch In a Bar-C-Bar plot five miles south of 
Osceola. Now tn the esta blishment year of a five-year no-till 
program, the vetch will grow in the next s ix months to form a living 
mulch and reduce the need for herbictde application, Edwards says. 

~~ 
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school crossing zones. The beginning of school also means that our 
neighborhood streets will be crowded wtth students, many of them 
younger children experiencing a complex traffic envtronment on 
their own for the first time. Accordtng to McCarthy. "Thts 
necessitates extra drtving care durmg both the early morning and 
afternoon hours and be especmlly observant of speed limits and 
school crossing signals m the community." McCarthy went on to say 
"that 200.0 of all children between the age~ of 5 and 14 who dtc tn an 
accident are pedestnan,, and extra attention on the part of drtvers 
during school Limes can substanually reduce that number " In 
addition. parents should remember to: 

1 .) Dress their children in lightl·r colored clothmg as darker 
mornmg hours draw clo-er. 

2.)Ha'e children cross onh at cro•~walks. 
3.)Teach them to look both." ay' before crossing Be wre the way 

IS clear before starting to eros-.. 
4 .)Teach children to ern" only on prnrwr 'tgnal 
S.IBe sure they watch for car<. turmng cornt"rs 
6.)Never let ~hildren go into the roadway from between parked 

cars. 
7 .)Where. there is no sidt>w alk. and tt i-. neces\ory to w:.lk m 

roadway, have the childrt>n walk on lelt sidt•, facmg trafftc. 
8.) Familiarize your children with alii r<tffic control sign~. signals 

and markings. 

The following real estate 
tY.Ft::.hu;.~ u u;l."'..Q....On!PN'l,J'i intn t.h~ 

• • • • 

Glenn Stutters, Peru . theft In the 
5th degree, S58 00 

Larry Boylan, Des Moines, tnell In 
the 5th dogroe, $59.50 

Paul Johnson, Murray, !allure to 
yield, $26 00 

Glonn Stulfers, Poru, lhefl In lhe 
.;to rtiiiCI'•• ~C\A nn 

l' 

• 
~-·---
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~(I' oaYIO uray,....-t.ew~vme;- -, exas-; Oo 

Beulah Elder, Cnarilon, fa ilure 
yield, S26.00 

10 SPOCdlnQ. $36 00 

George Page Osceola no driver's 
license, S21 00 

George Page. Osceola. I heft tn I he 
5th degree. $29.50 

Richard Vels, Osceola . fa11ure 10 
drive on rlghl side of road. S21 00 

Ron West . Osceola, I allure 10 have 
eonlrol, $56 00 

Doug Rubendall Osceola , reckless 
drovong. $109 50 

Gary Adkosson. Des Mo1nes 
Speitdlng. $65 00 

Randall Mathews. Murray, careless 
driving . $24 SO 

Karl Hansen, Sherrard , llhno1s 
unsafe ven1cle, S31 .00. 

Wilmer Knoll Palos Heights 
llltnOi$, speeding . $46 .00 

Joel Jessup, Osceola .possessfon 
of alcohol by person under age, 1 year 
proba110n 

Don Watrad Osceola reckless 
driving, $51 50 

Frank Reed, Olathe. Kansas, 
speeding, S26.00 

Don Anderson , Lee's Sum mot. M1s 
sour!, speeding, $46.00 

Steven Block , Independence, MIS· 
sourl, spQedlng, $36.00 

Robert Berggqulst , Minneapolis, 
M innesota, speeding, $26.00 

Randy Weslern , Kansas Clly, MIS· 
sourl , $46 00 

Richard Carrell, Kansas Cny, Mls· 
sour!, speedlnQ, $46 00 

• • • • 

Cecil Millet BunkfHVtlle Nevddll 
speed 1ng $26 00 

Mary Nee, Leucadia, CJhlorn1a 
speedongl, S26 00 

Dav1d Brown, Des Mo1ne~ speed· 
ing. $46 00 

Sherry Pllther, Kansas Clly , MIS· 
souro. sp~ed1ng S26 00 

Kenneth Summflf5 , Kansas Ctty. 
M iSSOUri , speeding, $46.00 

.,.1mes Buxton , Ollumw.) speed 
1ng. $46 00 

Thomas G1bl•r>, KJnsas C11~· M•S· 
souro, speeding , $46 00 

Krandell Bullongton Colo. speed 
1nQ, $26 00. 

Tneresa Nelson. Mannauan. Kan· 
sas. sp~eding S26 00 
Su~an Clymen , Columbus, M ia 

sour I, speedmg $36 00 
Joseph Graham Hudson W1scon· 

" 
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Conservationist Edwards Says -

Erosion Control A Must 
"Contour stripcropping ~y~· 

terns offer e£ficient erosion con 
trol'", notes Keith Edwards, Dis 
trtct Conservattonist . 

A quick look at a soil map 
reveals that within most crop 
land fields there are several soil 
types. These soils have di£ferent 
production potentials and should 
be managed individually. 

Soil erosion reduces crop 
-yields by two major effects. Soil 
erosion removes valuable nutri 
ents and thus reduces the fer· 
tility of the soil. The other effect 
is the loss of organic matter 
which affects the soils ability to 
absorb and store water. As a 
result, the soil be1:omes more 
droughty. 

''Contour strtpcropping has 
several advantages' says Ed 
wards. You can match crop~ to 
the producttvily of the soil Thi~ 
may involve g~aring seeding 
rates and fertility and herbicide 
ratPs to each individual soil type 

Contour strtp croppmg in 
cr~ases fuel and lime efficiency 

All areas or the field are pro 
ductive Waterways, headlands 
and odd areas can be utili1.ed for 
hny production. 

And finally contour stripcrop 
ping 1S a cheap and effective 
erosion control practice. 

~~~ 
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Inexpensive Soil Practices ....... . 

INEXPENSIVE SOIL PRACTICES: Two inex· 
pensive soil conservation practices being stressed 
during Soil and Water Conservation Week, 
September 14·20, are shown in the pictureli above 
and below. Above, strip farming of hilly ground i1, 
shown at the Cecile Marquis farm , ~>ix miles east 
of Osceola, wherl a ltrip of orchard grass and 

alfalfa separates two strips of corn. Hetow, tne 
effect of simple straw mulching on new grass 
seeding can be seen at the new high school track. 
At left, rill erosion is quite evident on the 
uomulcbed section; while at right of the black line 
no erosion at all is noted In the mulched section 
In addition, the seeding was taller and den ber. 

~~ 
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SCS Conservationist Keith Edwards Sees ..... . 

Need for More F arnt Terracing 
"Tt•rracc' an• a provt-n 'otl 

,avmg pr<H"t tn• and a lot more 
art• m·Nit•d," ~aY' SCS Dtstrict 
Const•rvattoni't KNth Edwards. 
"But w h;tl w!''n• rl'ally advocat 
mg during Sot! and Water Con· 
'"rvation ~'t-f'k I" a rt\~ourcc 
managt•ml'nt sys\l•m 

"Const•rvation prat•ttt'l'' n<'ed 
to bt• 't'l€'clt•d th;tt ht•'t lit <'ach 
fartm·r's OJwration and hts land 

Edwards says lhal if you grow 
corn and sn\' lwan., tn a rotation 
or rut corn sllagt• from a held you 
probably m•t•d terract•s The 
n·a,on t ht·w fit•ld' art· so rrtltral 
ts tht•y lat·k adt·quale amount~ of 
n·,idut• co\-<-r. 

Also soyhf•:ons and rorn for 
stla..:t· an• u~ually planlt·d taler 
and an· harv<"tt·dt•arlit·r lt•avtn~ 
the soil unprott·rtt·d for a longer 
tim•·· 

Edward' t•xp<'d~ about 30,000 
acrt•' wt·n· plantt•d to soyh<'ans 
tn Clark<' Count\' in 1980 and that 
about t;ci,OOO acre' m·•·d con 
st•rvatinn trt•atm t·nl. 

"TPrrat·t·' alont• rardy providt• 
a<lo:<tU<tlt• proh·ctton," Edward' 
.~dmtts . ·w, '''"a lot of terran• 
tn fit•lcl' that hi!Vl' bnn tillt•d 
wtth a mnldhoarcl plow and disk 
th:tt nN•d maanlt•n410Cl!. Farmt•r' 
n~t·cl to t•h;tng•· to no till !arming 
ur rot.tlt• nw:uluw wtth cnrn and 
soyht•:<n' if tht•tr tt•rri!C't'' art' 
filhnj.' up Wtlh sill" 

SCS dt•stgns tNrill'C' to hold 
~· .,1 runnH wall•r from t ht fiPid 
aboH· tht•rn llowt•vt•r, al cur 
rant avt•ra.:t• t•ru,inn rat!'s a field 
lows I" of top,oilt•very J.J yt•ars 
o,o a lt•rrart• wnulcllw lull ol silt in 
ahout 28 yt•ar-

Applying no ltll t•ould extend 
tht• lilt• lo ovt•r 100 yt•ar~ and 
inrn•.t,t• mainlt·nanct• inll'rvals. 
thus n·dunn..: tht• t·o~l'> 

,\ Of'W typo• of lt·rrac!' • ., hl'tng 
tr"·d tn Iowa, w tlh an advantage 
ovt·r olht•r lt!rrat·t• typt'' of Its 
rompar;~ttv<·ly low prtct• tag. It's 
rt•h•rn•d to a' a narrow base 
tt·rrare :-Iarrow haS~• ll'rrace' 
cn't about 40 pt·rrt•nt It·" than 
!,'ra,wcl b;tdo.,lnpt• tt·rracl's be 
i'auw o•.trthwork i' I<·"· 

~':arrow ha,t• tt·rra~e' ha'<' 
ot ht·r advanLtgt·' F'armt•r' don't 
havt• to l;~rm ,around tht· utt .. kl', 
'" equipmt•nt sizl' i,n·t a factor 
and t ht•n· is addt'd 'ah•ty sinrt­
htrm rna•·htnt•ry ncvt·r i' opera\ 
tng nn tht· tl'rrarl' 

Edward' [ppj, ll•rract''o wtll b1• 
u'"d to ••nmhal t•ro•ion tn tht• 
ful urt•, hut sutl t•onst•rvationl'l' 
wtll 'lfl'" <1 hkncl of prrmanPnt 
t•nn,l'rv.tltnn pral'ltt't•s wtth ll'm 
pnrary c·on'-!l•rv a lion mNt'-lures 
and rt•c·urrtng managl'mt•nh 

• • • • • • • 

NE\'1- TERRACES: Soil and Water Conservation 
Week, September 14-20, i~ a good time to s tres• 
const ruction of farm terrace~ and the benefit ' I.e 
be accrued, •ays SCS di•tr ict soil con.,ervationi~l 
Keith Edwa rdN. Above, he i~ ~hown inspecting a 
new terrace on the Enquist-Murray farm, juhl 

• • • • • • 

north of the Ottawa Corner , that curves around 
over a quarter-mile ln the picture below, a 
'lighth older terrace in the same farm plan hao 
al read~ grown a good protec:tive grass cover 
loutlinl'd b y black tines). 

((}~~ 
gt~ lt;J9!0 

"It's a lnl likt· maktng a cakt'' 
Edwards '''Y'· It takt•s ,, propt•r 
blt·ml n! tnl{ro•dwnh in W<)Ut•nn 

• , fur tl to t•omt• nul rwhl " 
' ; ' . - - - " · I I I 



Clean Field, No Weeds Is 
Fuller's No-Till Experience 

A clean field. no weeds. and a 
hoped for yield of 100 bushel 
corn, ;, Adrian Fu11er'-. fir~t 
experience with no-till corn 
planting. 

He and di~trict <oil conserva 
tioni<,t Keith Edwards, worked 
out a no-ttl! program for a 
20 acre test plot on Fu11er·, Knox 
Township farm and got under 
way with soil preparation on 
April 28. 

Fir~t the ground "a' sprayed 
with 110 pounds of liqutd nitro 
gen. fo11owed by the apphcatton 
of one quart Paraquat, one pound 
of Bladex and one-half ga11on of 
Lasso per acre. 

Ten days later. on May 8. an 

• • • • 
('arty varit·ty of corn w a-. planted 
with a no ti11 plantt•r at the rate 
of :?2,000 kt·rnt•l' pt·r acre. Nine 
and a half ga11on' of tractor fuel 
was rt•qutrt•tl to plant the 20 
acrt', . 

Fu11t·r "n'n't 10 tht! fwld to 
cht'tk 1t until it wa' about three 
ft-<'L ht~h. and then a~am on 
St·ptt•mher 18 he t•ht•ckt•d tt agam 
and found tht• dt•an. wt>ed frl'c 
fwld mrnuoned t•arht•r and stalk'> 
'Landini{ well abo~e hi' hl'ad 
man)· wtth two t•ar' 

lit• will 'tart pwkinl{ this corn 
,oon. and will rt•port on thc yt<'ld 
nchit•vt•d whit•h ht• hopl''- lo he 
tn tht• 100 busht•b per acre 
rangt• 

\ 

., 

'110-TILL COR"': Adrian fuller i'i ~hown with ~talk' ol ~orn from a 
20-acre no-till te-.t plot on hi., Kno~ Town•lup farm \Jan~ .,talk~ 
have t"o ear~. he 'tateb 

~~J~ 
~~;;3/ J?.fb 

• 

E ROSION DA '\1AGE: It ill ero-.ion between the 
rows of o convl'ntionalh lillt'd ( larkl' Count\ 
farm, ranging from four to ,;, mcht•s dN•p, and 
two to three fet•l w tdl' 'how, the '>Oillo" that can 
accomparH poor -.tt-~artl"th iJI \UO"tt>r,utiun prac-

~Jtt-0a..~ 
~'-r~ ..._ .,2 ~ I ff'O 
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lice~. This corn wa<, about four fl'et tall b, tht• 
Fourth of Juh and had good canop' tOHr, but 1t 
needed the double protert ton of la-.t H'ar', torn 
residue for adl'quate -.oil protection atCClrdinjt to 
'oil con;cnatton"t Kt•ith Edward' 



Annual Soil 

Speech Contest 
The Soil Conservation Annual 

Speech Contest will be held 
Thursday, October 16, at 7:30 
p.m. at the Soil Conservation 
District Office. 

The topic this year is "Water, 
Air, Soil--Means of Survival". 
All Clarke County students 
(RTades 7 through 12) may parli · 
cipate on the district level 
Awards will be given, first place 
$25.00, second place $15.00, and 
third place $10.00. 

The speeches gwen by con 
testants must be five to ten 
minutes long. Contestants will be 
asked two general questions 
about the topic. Speeches will be 
judged on originality, aptness of 
thought, accuracy of informa 
lion, and the manner in which 
they are delivered. 

The district first place winner 
will compete on the regional level 
with nine other district winners. 
The regional winner will go to 
the state level to compete 

To enter, contact the Soil 
Conservation District office, Vo 
ag mstructor or speech instruc 
tor They will be able to supply 
information on the topic. 

~~~ 
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Clarke County voters followed 
the national trend in helping put 
a new pre~ident into the White 
Hou~e. By almost a two-thirds 
maJOrity, 2,417 votes for Ronald 
Reagan to 1,619 votes for Presi­
dent Jimmy Carter, Clarke 
County gave their support to the 
Republican candidate. Indepen­
dent candidate John Anderson 
finished with approximately 
-;even percent of the vote with 
310 votes. 

Despite pollsters predic· 
tions of the race being 
closely contested, a record 
turnout of voters in many 
places invalidated the call 
for a close contest and gave 
GOP Senate candidates con· 
trol of thl' St>nate for the 
first time in 26 years. 
Fair weather aided in promot· 

ing a good turnout of voters as 
the number voting exceeded the 
general election turnout of vot­
c~s in 1976 by approximately 400 
persons in unofficial returns. The 
predicted race between incum· 
bent Senator John Culver and 
challenger Charles Grassley was 
close. but rural area voting 
strength gave the six year office 
to GrasslC'y 

J oe Gros• of Mt. Ayr 
defeated incumbent Arlo 
Hullinger of Lt!on for the 
st'at of Iowa Representative 
fi'Om the 47th Congressional 
Oistrict. GrobS carried 
Clarke, Ringgold anu Union 
counties by narrow margins 
with Decatur County sup­
porting Hullinger. Unofficial 
returnb give Gross the seat 
with approximately 600 
votes. In Clarke County, 
Gross received 1, 751 votes 
t.o I ,534 for Hullinger. 
Hcpublican Cal Hultman. chal-

len~ing incumbent Tom Harkin 
for the Fifth District U.S. Con· 
grC's~Ional scat, was defeated by 
a large margm, 2,874 to 1,333. 

Stearns Reelected 
In local races, Democratic 

incumh<•nt John Stearns was 
rt•t•lt•ctcd as Sheriff of Clarke 
('qunty. Stearns received 2,385 
votes to 1,929 for challenger Bob 
Elmore in a clo~e contest. 

County Auditor Emil Rinder­
SJlal'hcr "'as unchallenged for 1 
r<-<-lrction and polled a total of -" 
3,233 votes Clerk of Court 
FranCt''- Winship, also unchal-? 
l<•nged , polled 3,180 votes for 
n•t urn to office 

IU.publican supervibOr Le­
land Hunt wa~ returned to 
office over a bid by chaUen­
!I:Cr Linda Ballard. Hunt 
garnered 907 votes to 637 
for Ballard. 
U>onard Siefkas, Democrat, 

will "'rve as the new supervisor 
from Di .. trict 3 as he won the 
tonl<-.,t over Gary Duggar, 648 to 
520. lnt·umbent Richard Hill did 
not sct•k reelection. 

For Soil District Commission­
t•r,, Adrian Fuller received 2,262 
vob for thr two year term and 
Thomas Whitehill received 2,125 

for thP four year term. 

Switch grass Available 
On Cost/Share Basis 

District Soil Con~E'rvationist 
Keith Edwards reported that 
monte~ are bemg made available 
to farmer., on a cost-sharing 
basi~ for the planting of switch­
grass. Clarke County is one of 
the counties affected by the 
program that will affect farmers 
in Adair, Lucas, Madison, Ring 
gold, Union and Warren counties 
as well a~ those in Clarke. 

Switchgrass, a tall, warm 
season native prairie grass, can 
supply excellent forage for cattle 
during hot summer months when 
cool season gras,es are dormant. 
A good stand of switchblade 
grass may require a year or two 
to become e~tabli~hed, but will 
last indefimtely when this is 
accomplished 
Edward~ stated that a good 

system of pnsture rotation incor­
porales both grasses that can 
withstand winter cold as well as 
summer, drought like condi 
lions Nebraska has served as a 
pioneer 10 this pilot program 

with cattlemen achieving excel 
lent results with switchgrass. It 
has exceeded bromegrass in the 
production of dry matter 

The Iowa Conservation Com­
miSSion will spend $100,000 per 
year derived from the sale of 
Wildlife Habitat stamps to cost· 
share the establishment of 
switchgrass on private land in 
selected Iowa counties. 1f the 
program is successful it will be 
continued for 10 years. 

Much of Iowa's upland wildlife 
is produced on privately-owned 
agricultural lands. Declines in 
pheasants and other wildlife 
have been associated with agri· 
cultural land-use changes that 
have reduced nesting and winter 
cover. In order to remedy this 
situation, an agricultural crop 
that is both economically desir· 
able to the landowner and bene­
ficial to the nesting wildlife is 
needed. Southern Iowa meets 
the requirements for the wildlife 
and of land that will fit into this 
pattern. 

Sign-up for the program will 
be from September 1 to D~em 
ber 31 of this year for farmers 
living in the seven counties listed 
and for the 1981 crop year. 
Applications will be reviewed by 
the Iowa Conservation Commis· 
sion on the basis of site su1ta· 
bility, soil type, topography. 
field size, availability of water 
and fencing. 

Cost sharing will be set at 50 
percent of the cost of seed, 
agricultural lime, other ferti­
lizers, seed bed preparation, 
seeding, rolling not to exceed $50 
per acres. After the first year, 
the cost will not exceed $15 per 
acre with farmers required to 
sign a five-year contract. 

Edwards asks that any farm 
er~ interested m following up 
on the program, to visit with 
him m the conservation office 

(!)~~ 
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Conservation ,Tillage Seminar 
Osceola 4-H Building 

January 8, 1981 
EXHIBITS • DOOR PRIZES • SPEAKERS • PRODUCER PANEL 

-PROGRAM-

9:30 View Exhibits 

10:30 Insect Control in Heavy Res1due 
11:00 Determining Your Soil Loss 

11 :30 Problems with Pesticide Application 

12 :00 Lunch , View Exhibits, Door Prizes 

1:00 Weed Control in Heavy Residue 

1:30 Soil Fertility and Conservation Tillage 

2:00 Conservation Tillage Practitioner 

SPONSORED BY: Soil Conservation Service and Clarke County Extension 

Service, and Local Planning Committee· Bob Cooley, 

Richard Barr and Jack Ames. 

~ ~ aet JfrYI 
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SOIL TILLAGE DISPLAYS: Keith Edwards, 
district soil conservationist, right , inspects com· 
mercia! display~ at the 100il tillage seminar 
conducted by county USDA units at the 4·H 

"'=\ -
~ 

fa.irp'OWidl MildiD« last Thursday The bl!minar 
attracted a good number of farmer& from Clarke 
and surrounding counties. 

(!)A,~~~~ 
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Auat Will Speak 
At Soil Banquet 

~iekets on Sale fo r ~j~ 

Erwin Au~l of Shenandoah, 
aren soil ron"•rvnllonist. will be 
th!' fl•aturccl -.pcukcr at the 
annual Clarke Soi l Con-.ervation 
Oi;trit'l banquet. ~t·hcclult>d for 
Monday night. January 26, at lhl.' 
Osrl'ola Ml'thodt\l Church. Ttmc 
of lhl' hnnquct "G::JO p.m. 

Conservation Meet 
Tickets are now on sale for the 

annual Clarke Soil Con.,ervation 
District banquet 1.0 be held 
Monday evening, January 26, at 
the Osceola Methodist Church. 

They may be purchased at the 
district's office, 820A North Matn 
Street , or from indavidual di~ 
trict commissioner~. 

(9~~, ~~~ 
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Among otht•r ttt·m~ on the 
evt•ning program wtlllw ~howing 
of no ltll slides hv district sotl 
conwrvaltonist K~ith l::dward,, 
and prt•,cntalton of awards to 
coopl'rator' in wvt•ral ratt• · 
gorics 

Tickl't' wtll b~: availablt• 
throu.:h J:uauarv 20 at tht• ,oil 
district oflin· on North :\1atn 
Strt'N; or may lw obtaint·d from 
soil di.,trirt rommis~ion1·rs . 



Young Farm era 

Form at Murray 
A Murray Young F~~Tmers 

Organization has been formed 
through the High School Voca­
tional Agriculture Department. 
Those on the advisory council are 
3teve Chamberlain, chairman. 
Gary Dugger, Randy Dunfee, 
Frank Jones and Tim SheiL 

Young farmers are invited to 
attend an educational meeting 
Thursday, January 29, at the 
Murray High School lunch room 
at 7:30 p.m. Topic of discuss1on 
will be "Conservation Tillage". 
Keith Edwards, Clarke County 
Soil Conservationist will be pre­
sent to show visual aids and 
answer questions on the subjec:l. 

~~ 
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Seven Receive A wards at Annual 

SW CD Conse~vation Banquet Mon. 
Recognition was given to tho~e 

persons ih Clarke County who 
have worked with the Clarke 
County Soil and Water Constlr­
vation District during the past 
year and been successful in their 
projects. Awards were made at 
the Monday night. January 26 
district banquet held at the 
United Methodist Church in 
Osceola. 

A 6:30p.m. dinner was served 
in the dining room at the church 
following an invocation given by 
Pastor Richard Eis. Adrian Ful­
ler, district commissioner, 

served as master of ceremonies 
for the occasion and introduced 
Phil Henrich, commissioner and 
assistant commissioners Faye 
Webb and Doyce Miller. Past 
commissioner Carl Handrock was 
in attendance and introduced as 
well as charter member Melvin 
Goeldner. 

Receiving recognition were 
Wendell Christensen and Brad 
Shipman of the Bar-C-Bar 
Farms Inc. who were presented 
with the New Cooperator A­
ward. 

Keith Davis was the redpient 

of the owner-operator award for 
water and land use management. 

The landlord tenant award 
was given to W. W. Reynoldson 
and Steve Shaw for erosion 
control and windbreak projects. 

This was followed by the 
Sweepstakes A ward presented 
to the Clarke County Develop­
ment Corporation and accepted 
by Corporation vice-president 
Bob Toland. The award was 
given to the Corporation for their 
interest and cooperation in work­
ing with the Soil District in 
water and land control struc-

I 
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CONSERVATION AWARD WINNERS: Redpl­
ents of soil , water and management awards at 
Monday night's banquet included Robert Toland, 
repre~ntiog the Clarke County Development 

Corporatioe, Mr. and Mrs. Brad Shipman and 
Wendell Christensen, Keit h Davis, W. W. 
Reynoldson and Steve S haw. 

lures on the industrial site in 
west Osceola. 

John Klein, Clarke County 
Conservation Board officer. rt­
ported on the work being done 
by the organization and showed 
slides of projects currently 
underway in the county and of 
the edu~ational program that has 
been initiated. 

Keith Edwards, SCS District 
Conservationist. made a slide 
presentation that stressed the 
need for conservation and gave 
graphic examples of the amount 
of soil loss each year in Clarke 
County. The percentages of soil 
loss on farms in southern Iowa is 
alarming. 

"Since the district was formed 
36 years ago," said Edwards, 
"the need for aU types of soil and 
water conservation has increased 
rather than decreased." Slides 
taken in various townships 
proved the points made by 
Edwards. For those farmers who 
have experimented with no till 
planting, the results have been 
encouraging and are such that 
more emphasis is needed to 
increase the number of acres 
under this type of soil manage 
ment. 

Erwin 0. Aust, Area Con~er­
vationist for the Soil Con~erva ­
llon Service from Red Oak. was 
introduced and told of the need 
for the adoption of additional 
acres in ~he no-till program 

Aust used an overhead pro 
jector to show figures pertinent 
to Clarke County on gains farm 
ers might make with a soil 
management, crop rotation pro· 
gram that 'incorporates no-lill 
farming. Examples of farmers 
who had made the change-over in 
Montgomery County were cited 
via a slide presentation. 

Master of ceremonies con 
eluded the evenmg with a 
drawing of gifts donated for the 
occasion and an invitation to 
attend the th1rd district banquet· 

Monday night's Soil Conser · 
vation banquet had an aftermath 
that was not thought of in 
advance by one of those attend­
ing When door prize gihs were 
being made at the conclusion of 
the evening, Eva Kelly had a 
cho1ce of'tifts to choose. Without 
much hesitation she selected 1< 
gallon of paint and carried it over 
to husband Jerry and set it 
before him. Jerry didn't appear 
too happy with his spouse's 
cho1ce of pnzes. "Looks like wor k 
to me," grumped Je rry. 

~-~ 
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Full Use Schedule for Outdoor Classroom 

OUTDOOR CLASSROOM PANORAfttA: Large aerial photo of the 
Clarke Community junior higb-seruor high school complex [top is 
east! io northwest Osceola clearly shows the l4·acre outdoor 
classroom area io the center foreground-directly west between the 
pond aod the building complex. Small walk bridge is &een spanning a 
small arm of the one aod a half acre pond. Obliquely upward to the 

• • • • 

left, a Ught·eolored area is a 
FoUowing the gully southeasterr 
plantings aod forage plots supe~ 
location lor the viewer, the gravel 
going east from Circle B Cash 
boundary of Osceola city. 

• • • • Clarke Community school dis 
trict's award-winning 14-acre portion or a pasture area be would never have gotten orr the 
nuttfntu• ,.1~~. ..... . ...... -' 
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TREE PLANTING PROJECf: Students plant, stake aJJd record 
species of trees on the Clarke 14-acre outdoor cla8sroom. 

r-· 

' 

SOIL SAMPLES: Learning to take soU sample cores Is part of the 
science class training lor these elementary school youngsters at the 
Clarke outdoor classroom. 
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Coal May Be The Answer -

County Sits on Energy 
By Terry Koudsoo 

In a day when "beat inflation" 
is on everyone's mind the pros­
pect of rekindling tbe energies of 
coal are seriously being consid­
·I'Pd. Geological surveys have 

been conducted in var1ous coun­
ties of Iowa locating one of man's 
cheapest sources of energy. 
aarke County has coal beneath 
1t, but how much and where the 
largest veins are IS not known. 
The only attempt to mine it was 
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J USTIN TINDLE , a four year old from o-Ja, pointe toward the 
abandoned coal mioe site at Woodbllnl . Jueti.D'e geoeratloo may see 
coal production be attempted again ill Clarke aod sUJToundlng 
colllltiee. 
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in 1876 when the Osceola Coal 
Company was formed and tried 
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Water Board 
Proceedings 

\\ A I'ER ROARO 
P ROCEEOI!\GS 
Februar} 5, 1981 

The Water Works Board of 
Trustee~ did meet in regular 
sc'sion th1' 5th Jay of Februar}, 
1981 at City Hall at 7:30p.m All 
members were preo,ent. 

The meetmg was called to 
order by Chai rman Wood and the 
following bilb and claims were 
pr!'~ented for approval. 
General Telephone Co .. 

Service 31.93 
Great Plains Gas, Pro 

pane gas 112.00 
I.S.U. Co., Ser. plant, 

tower 1,537.26 
University Hygienir Lab , 

Water tests .51.00 
Herman Gracey, Mile-

age. school fees 43.80 
l.S. U. Co., Repairs on 

hot water heater 27.36 
Arco Unlimit~>d Corp., 

Chcmi(•als 3. ~83.54 
l,umbt•r ('o., :__.:.__ __ 
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Seek West Lake 
Control Method 
The public is mvited to partlci 

pate in the environmental evalu 
ation of the West Lake measure 
planning area within the South­
ern Iowa Resource Conservation 
and Development Area 

Tbe objective, identified by 
sponsoring the Osceola Municipal 
Water Board and the Clarke Soil 
Conservation District, is to in­
stall best management pr3ctices 
to reduce sediment delivery to 
West Lake~· 

A public meeting will be held 
to obtain public comment and to 
explain planning procedures as 
set forth by the National Envi­
ronmental Policy Act and other 
laws. The meeting will be Febru 
ary 17 at 10 a.m. at the Soil 
Conservation Office in Osceola 
located at 820A Noeth Main . 
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Ful I Use Schedule for Outdoor Classroom 

TREE PLANTING PROJECT: Students plant, stake and record 
species of trees on the Clarke 14-acre outdoor classroom. 

and "'il surveying studies. An 
esl!mated 400 to 500 students 
u.se the area during a typical 
year 

Side Benefit 

OUTDOOR CLASSROOM PANORAMA: Large aerial photo of the 
Clarke Community junior high-senior high school complex (top is 
east) iD northwest Osceola clearly shows the 14-aere outdoor 
classroom area iD the center foreground - direct!) west between the 
pond and the building complex. Small walk bridge is seen spanning a 
small arm of the one and a hall aere pond. Obliquely upward to the 

Clarke Community school dis· 
t.ricfs award-winning 14-acre 
outdoor classroom·. located 
southwest of the ~igh school 
building in Osceola. will be 
reevaluated in 1981 to determine 
future plans for its development 
and use. 

• • • • 
portion of n pa~ture area be 
longing to Charles Morgan. 

Donates Land 

left, a Ught·colored area is a section planted to native grasoetl 
FoUowing the gully southeasterly can be seen some of the tree 
plantings and forage plots supervised by ag student&. To adjust the 
location lor the viewer, the gravel road at top left center is the road 
going east from Circle B Cashwa) ~tore corner- the northern 
boundary of Osceola city. 

• • • • 
would never have gotten orr the 
ground." 

Dam Came First 
Construction of the dam for 

the one and a half acre pond was 
the first construction step, in 
1973, and when it was completed 
other work then began. 

brome. orchard grass. timothy. 
tall fescue, crown vetch, birds 
foot trefoil and red clover. 

The lake. when filled. was 
stocked with bass, catfish and 
bluegills provided by the Iowa 
Conservation Commission fish 
hatcheries and it-as well as the 
balance or the area-is open to 
public use. Dolecheck states that 
it is not heavily fished and there 
should be some unwary beauties 
awaiting an angler's hook. 

A stde benefit has accrued 
from the project. control of the 

1 tremendous amounts of water 
flowing from the huge concrete 
parking lot, tennis courts and 
athletic field around the school 
complex. 

About 40 acres is drained 
altogether and most of the water 
ma.kes its way down through the 
former gully. The Jake also 
serves ns a biology and wildlife 
laboratory. 

Originally conceived in early 
1971 by Leland Dolecheck, 
Clarke vocational agriculture in· 
structor, the project was enthus 
iastically carried forward by the 
Clarke FF A chapter and won it a 
silver award and a $270 cash 
priz.e in the 1978 national FF A 
"Building Our American Com 
munities Award" program 

Completion in its present size 
and form required the coopera­
tion of many people and organi· 
zations. 

Eight acres of the total had 
been u•ed by the Clarke ag 
classes as a demonstration plot 
·1or farming and conservation 
n,..,,.t;,.o~ h11t thoro V.:'1c; Q lt'rOP 

r~ rgWJy cutung uw&J a pot uon o• 
tht> school district'• lund •nd a 

First step was acquisition of 
about five acres of land occupied 
by the gully and adjacont drain 
age area and this was achit•ved 
wht'n owner Charles Morgan 
donated this amount of land to 
the school board, to he used for 
the outdoor classroom project. 

The Soil Consrrvatton District 
became a cooperator in the 
project and aided in two ways: 
First, by ht-lping 'l'curl' a Rural 
Conservation and Development 
grant to fund construction of a 
dam; and second. IJy surveying 
and designing the water control 
measures t4 be undertaken and 
then over:.eeing construction 

Sehool administrators, teach 
er~. students, FFA, youth con 
servation board, and the Soil 
Conservation Service put to 
gether a development plan for 
the 14 acre arl'a-and every one 
or the~c ~oups made deflnitl 
contributions to the completed 
projl'ct. especially the elemen 
tnrv. junior high and senior high 
school students who providE-d 
most of the labor force. 

Tree' and shrubs were 
planted. a bridge was ton 

This was achieved under the .~tructed. a native grasses plot 
direction of Keith Ticknor, di~- was laid out and other domestic 
tnct soil const>rvationist at the grasses and legumes wert> 
time. ·and in Dole~h<'~k\ words nhntrri in thP !lrPn inrlnriinv 

Luder8hip 
Leadf'rshop of the outdoor 

classroom use ha.\ bct•n accepted 
by David Johannes. high school 
biology instructor 

According to him at the pre\ 
ent time when weather per­
mits- the area is usl'd by the 
junior htgh Earth and Life 
classes; by the 'enior high biolo 
gy and environmental ..ctence 
classes; and by the FFA Chapter 
in its soil conservation, forage 

~-~---........-.- ""''"" " ' rwco3' .. ~nttrT p:'ia::::r;,.- ....-,UO'O'u--
t-<•rC"st nnd as ti:o,tanf'f' t h•~ projt•ct · 
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Ongoing Plan 
Johanne~ and Dolecheck would 

like to see an ongoing plan 
dt>veloped. including planting or 
more tr()('S and nauve grasses 
permitting growth participation 
by future c:lasses. 

r-- c 

~ 

f to take soU sample cores is part of the 
ese elementary school youngsters at the 
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Nelson to Speak 
At Spray School 

Jim :\elson Iowa Statt> t;ni 
ver~ity t-xtension weed ~pt>eial 
N, will be in Osct>Ola to address 
an exten~ion sprayer s<"hoolto be 
held Friday morning, ~larch 6, at 
the ~ H building beginning at 10 
a.m. 

Among the 'ubject' to be 
rove red are maintenance, plumb 
ing. <"alihration and general oper 
aling principles 

Slanted to l ie in with zero 
cultivation practice'>. exh•nsion 
director Alan T.:el says the 
meeltng will attempt to answl!r 
questions about most common 
sprayer failures. 

T!'cl says that u'>e of htghly 
abrasive 'H~tlable powd('r~ 
under htgh pressure-causes c<tl 
ibration variables that do not 
always perm1t fullest efficient ' 
u'e of sprayer equtpment. Tht ' 
will be addressed at the school. 

~~~· 
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50 ATTEND SPRAY SCHOOL: Wendal Saun· 
ders of Delavan Corp. explains s prayer mainten· 
anct' and adiulilment techniques to some of the 
nurl} 50 farmers attending the ex tension 

~ 

sprayer &chool at the Osceola 1-H Buildjng last 
Fr ida) Jim Nelbon, el<ten~ion weed control 
\pt'eiall~t . al~o took part in thl' school. 
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March - Out Like A Lion -

SHADES OF 1936: What could be blowing snow 
on the last day of Merch- is.n't. It's dust from a 
fall plowed field coupled with winds that gusted 
up to 35 miles per hour Tuesday. The small 
amount of rain received recently was not enough 

04~~~ ~-'~ 
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to prevent soil from blowing. The picture was 
taken northwest of Osceola and shows how tracks 
and power lines are blotted from view in the 
quarter mile pictured above. 
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Edwards Fears Erosion -
' 

Lack of Moisture 
"Iowa farmers may be faced 

with another year of severe sml 
eros1on," sa.id Keith Edwards, 
local SWCD officer. Present soil 
and moisture conditions could 
make 1981 a repeat of last year, 
when June rains caused severe 
soil loss on more than four million 
acres of Iowa cropland. In the 
hardest hit areas of southwest 
Iowa, soil losses approached 150 
tons per acre. 

At the moment, conservation· 
ists are especiaUy worried about 
wind erosion. "We've got the 
potential for a very serious wind 
erosion problem," said Edwards. 

farmer~ to get an early start on 
spring tillage." 

Edwards is encouraged by the 
growmg number of farmers us· 
ing conservation tillage. "About 
two-thirds of Iowa's farmers are 
leaving some crop residue on the 
soil surface over winter for 
protection.·· he says. "But most 
of them aren't leaving nearly 
enough residue. You need hall 
the original residue left on the 
soil surface after planting to 
eliminate wind erosion and sig· 
nificantly reduce water erosion. 
Most farmers are still doing too 
much tillage." 

Q...v~~().; J~ crt 7, 1911 

'No Till' Meet 

SetAprill4 
Increased interest in "no till 

farming" has resulted m add1 
tiona! information being made 
available on the subject. Keith 
Edwards. District Soil Conserva· 
tionist. announced that a public 
meeting will be held at the t -H 
building m Osceola on Tuesday. 
April 14, to provide information 
on the subject. 

Two films. one on application 
of herbicides and insecticides, 
and the other on application and 
the necessity of accuracy, will be 
shown at the meeting which will 
start at 7:30 p.m. 

The Clarke Community Soil 
Conservation District will be 
sponsor for the m~:eting. 

(0~~~~ ¥ c1,1'ii'l 
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"Some people think wind ero­
sion is only a problem in north 
central Iowa. but that"s a fal­
lacy," says Edwards. "Wind ero­
sion can occur anytime the soil is 
bar, smooth, loose, dry and 
fmely granulated. It only takes a 
13 miles per hour wind to start 
soil particles moving." 

"The unusually nice fall weath­
er allowed farmers to do a lot of 
fall tillage and there "s been little 
snow to cover the bare, dry soil," 
Edwards continued, "and now, 
our mild weather is prompting 

Summer Conservation classroom. Teachers are also 
introduced to environmental ex­
pert~ in the1r community who 
can help them with their 
teaching during the year. 

Teachers May 

Attend Program 
The Iowa Teachers Conserva­

tion program will be offered in 
Indianola from June 8-26. A 
blend of activities, lectures and 
direct exper1ence in the environ· 
ment with local re~ource people 
makes the program valuable to 
teachers in any subject field at 
any grade level. Participants 
learn the environmental educa­
tion process by using it in 
hands-on activities which are 
suitable for various teaching 
situations. 

The program is co-sponsored 
by the University of Northern 
Iowa, Warren County Conserva­
tion Board, Dept. of Public 
Instruction, Warren County Soli 
Di~trict, and the Iowa Conserva­
tion Commission. Three semes­
ter hours of graduate credit are 
offered for the 15-day course. 

rk~~J~ 
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Camp Set for June 8-26 
These resource people include 

local Soil Conservation Commis­
sioners, people from the county 
conservation boards and plan­
ning agencies, public officials 
mvolved with conservation 
policy making, farmers, and local 
experts such as bird watchers 
and history buffs. 

The award wmnmg Iowa 
Teachers Conservation Camp 
programs will be held June 8-26 
in Indianola and July 6-24 in Fort 
Dodge. The 32-year old program 
is co-sponsored by the Univer­
sity of Northern Iowa, the State 
Conservation Commissiou, the 
Department of Public Instruction 
and local conservation agencies. 
Enrollment is open to teachers in 
any subject field at any grade 
level and also to non-teachers. 

"The whole objective of the 
program is irhprovement of in 
struction in conservation and 
environmental studies," said 
Bernard Clausen, director of the 
ITCC since 1960. 

Two courses are offered in the 
program the field oriented 
Iowa Conservation Problems and 
an advanced course in Environ­
mental Educat1on Program De­
velopment. Each course runs for 
three weeks and is worth three 
hours of graduate credit. Class 

days are from 8:30-4,30 Monday 
through Friday. 

The general course sequence 
begins with local natural history, 
basic ecology and environmental 
awareness, and continues with 
natural resource use and man 
agement. Socioeconomic con­
siderations and political contro 
versies concerning environment 
are also discussed 

Some of the topics covered in 
the course include ecological 
principles, teaching on the school 
grounds, and the development of 
programs for the participant's 
school. 

The program is held in differ 
ent locations each summer lo 
give •hose who might not be able 
to travel a chance to attend 
Moving the camp also allows the 
localization of course material 

Local environmental problems 
and issures are used in the 
courses to show teachers how to 
use their surroundmgs in the 

"Per~nal experience in the 
environment has been the fun· 
damental gUideline for the pro­
gram smce its inception," said 
Clausen, "Participants learn the 
environmental education process 
hy using il in hands-on activities 
which are suitable for various 
tcarhing situations. We teach the 
theories along with specific local 
examples for the class, and show 
the class working models of 
environmental problem solving." 

Over 2,000 people have partici­
pated in the program since 1950. 
For more information about tui­
tion and enrollment contact: 
Bernard Clausen, D1rector-lowa 
Teachers Conservation Camp, 
Cedar Falls, Iowa 50614. 

{[)A,~A.-~ 
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CCCB Inspects 

East Lake Dam 
At a meeting or the Clarke 

County Conservation Board 
earlier this month at East Lake 
Park the dam there was mspect 
ed and executive officer John 
KJem was instructed to sign an 
approved inspection report , 
when it is prepared. 

Also at that meeting the board 
approved certain activities for 
the May 30 Folk Arts in the 
Forest at the East Lake site 

These included approval of the 
use or horses at the park that 
day; allow the sale of lunc)l by 
LDS church women; allow the 
use of muzzle-loading firearms 
for display purposes; and allow 
the use of one area for a mud 
tug-o-war. 

The board also directed Klein 
to begin a multiflora rose control 
program in county parks, and 
approved the loan or picnic tables 
from Hopeville Park for the 
Grand River Centennial celebra­
tion. 

()~tLJ~r-..L 
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Workshop 

Set for July 5-l 0 
The Iowa Teachers Conserva­

tion Workshop will be held at the 
Springbrook Conservation Edu­
cation Center near Guthrie Cen­
ter, July 5-10. 

The program will pr.:~vide an 
intense, but balanced variety or 
topics demonstrating ecological 
relationships, energy flow, and 
ideas for presenting these topics. 

For additional information and 
registration forms, contact the 
Soil Conservation Service, 820A 
N. Main Street, Osceola. 

(]1~J~ 
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Scenes at Folk Art in F oreat Saturday • • • • • • 

SATURDAY SCENES: Some of the folks exhibiting at the third 
annual Folk Arts in the Forest Festival at East Lake Park last 
Saturday are seen above. Top left, Aletba and Boward Ruble of 
nf'ar Woodburn are shown with two of their Edsel collection. Upper 
right , bl'hind the scenes at the shelter bouse, wbUe musicians are 

" 
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performing. Lower left, local artist Dorfa CanaVlUI Wutt:raUe 
landscape painting procedures; and lower right , Clarke CoWity 
Conservation Board officer John Klein takes a weU-deaervecl 
breather after getting the show on the road. 
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Drenching RainS, High 
' 

Winds Damage Area . 

----- + 
- -

MUTE TESTIMONY: Mute testimony to the of the 10 hangar spa.ees were demolished, and 
force of Sunday night's twister which set down at Gerald Clark's Cessna was flipped 60 or 80 feet 
the Osceola airport is the wreckaae of a plane and only the fuselage remains. Estimated total 

Southern Iowa's drought came 
to a wet and windy ending 
Sunday afternoon and evening as 
up to six inches of rainfall 
(unofficially) was received locally 
with high winds damaging trees, 
buildings, power lines and planes 
at the Osceola airport. 

Local weather statistician 
Trenneth Johnson recorded 4.88 
inches of rain over the four hour 
period when thunder, lightning 
and a tornado warning kept area 
residents inside. Low flying 
clouds dropped torrents of rain 
as winds veered from the north 
to south and east. Hail accom­
panied the rain with reports from 
various parts of the county 
placing as much as two inches of 
stones in the southeast part of 
Clarke County and badly dam­
aging newly emerged corn. 

Threatening skies brought a 
tornado watch in late afternoon 
and the report was changed to a 
tornado watch shortly after 6 
p.m. The tornado whistle was 
blown at approximately !I p.m. at 
the height of the storm with most 
area residents seeking shelter in 
basements. It was at this time 
that winds of up to 70 miles per 
hour were received and hangers 

b.. longing to Irving Taylor of New VIrginia. Eight damage is $80,000 to $100,000. 
-------------------~r---~------------- and planes at the Osceola Munici-

ffJ ll ~ • I pal Airport were either blown 
LY~-t.t-d-'<-A.. V~ ...,..,.(_ away or damaged. 

~~ 
u / t; 0 j . Nine of the t_en hangers at the 
7 ' (J au-port were e1ther blown away 

,I or badly damaged-the excep-
tion being the one owned by 
Delbert Denly, airport manager. 
The hanger contained an antique 
bi-wlng OTW Meyers, and re­
ceived little damage. 

A Cessna 150 owned by Gerald 
Clark was torn loose from its 
moorings and turned upside 
down about 70 yards to the west 
of the runway. Other planes 
received varying amounts of 
damage. 

Woodburn Damaged 
A furniture warehouse in 

Woodburn belonging to Charles 
Rodgers was completely des­
troyed by high winds that were 
estimated in the 60 to 70 mile per 
hour range. The warehouse, 
located on the southeast edge of 
town, contained furniture and 
carpeting that was blown out of 
the store when the walls and roof 
were torn loose. No estimate or 
the damage was immediately 
available. 

Trees were blown down, 
blocking streets, and cleanup or 
the area will take considerable 
time. Harold Edgarton, living 
immediately south of Woodburn, 
reported that considerable dam­
age was done to low lying areas 
that were flooded when over 
three inches o( rnJn wa• rocolv~d 

Edwards Says SCSto 

Continue Soil Survey 
During the next two years, the 

U.S. Soil Conservation Service 
will continue to examine "sample 
units" of land in the county, as 
part of its national resources 
inventory. 

"We're looking at a total of 
about 70 sample units in the 
county that have been randomly 
selected," says Keith Edwards, 
SCS district conservationist. "On 
each of those 160-acre units, we 
sample three points." 

Edwards says 109 different 
information items are being re­
corded. They include such things 
as soil type, whether the land is 
-prime farmland, cropping his­
tory, water and wind erosion 
potential, and conservation prac­
tices being used. 

Other information being re­
corded includes the present type 
of land use, the condition of the 
land, and extent of conservation 
treatment needed to control soil 
erosion. 

"We've studied the land and 
made inventories before," says 
Edwards. "It's a little like a 
professional sports team. You 
come back each season with 
mostly the same players but you 
evaluate them to see ))ow they've 
changed, and you make adjust­
ments. 

Our evaluations may not be 
every year, but SCS is in the 
inventory and monitoring busi­
ness now to stay. It will be a part 
or our job to keep up with how 
our resources are changing." 

But Edwards stressed that the 
ongoing stuciy was not accurate 
enough to be reliRble on the 
county level. "It would be too 
costly to sample enough points 
for statistically reliable informa­
tion locally. It will be reliable on 
a regional or statewide level, 
though, and we may be able to 
make judgments about our re­
sources locally. None of the 
information gathered identifies 
any landowners; it's strictly a 
resource accounting study." 

The SCS goal is to get 40 
percent or the field work finished 
this year, and to complete the 
work in 1982. The results will be 
computerized nationally through 
a laboratory at Iowa State Uni­
versity and presented to Con­
gress 

"The plan IS to repeat the 
inventory every five years, and 
use the information to help gu1de 
voluntary conserva tion pro­
grams nationwide," says Ed­
wards. The Resources Conserva­
tion Act of 1977 calls for a 
continual 11ppraisal or natural 
resources 
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c; IJ j Nine of the teo hangers at the 
' CT airport were either blown away 

or badly damaged-the excep· 
tioo being the one owned by 
Delbert DeoJy. airport manager. 
The hanger contained an antique 
bi-wing OTW Meyers, and re· 
ceived little damage. 

A Cessna 150 owned by Gerald 
Clark was torn loose from its 
moorings and turned upside 
down about 70 yards to the west 
of the runway. Other planes 
received varying amounts of 
damage. 

Woodburn Damaged 
A furniture warehouse in 

Woodburn belonging to Charles 
Rodgers was completely des· 
troyed by high winds that were 
estimated in the 60 to 70 mile per 
hour range. The warehouse, 
located on the southeast edge of 
town, contained furniture and 
carpeting that was blown out of 
the store when the walls and roof 
were torn loose. No estimate of 
the damage was immediately 
available. 

Trees were blown down, 
blocking streets, and cleanup of 
the area will take considerable 
time. Harold Edgarton, living 
immediately south of Woodburn, 
reported that considerable dam 
age was done to low lying areas 
that were flooded when over 
three inches of rain was received 
in the area. 

Soil Erosioo 
Keith Edwards, local district 

soil and water conservationist, 
reported that damage to crops 
varied in the county with early 
reports showing that hail dam 
age in the southeast part of the 
county appeared to be the worst. 

Topsoil that was on steeper 
slopes that were being row 
cropped were especially vulner· 
able to the heavy rains with some 
areas probably having to be 
replanted as crops were badly 
damaged by the washing. 

The bright side of the picture 
was that farm ponds, many of 
them dangerously low. were 
replenished by the moisture and 
filled to overflowing in many 
instances. 

WestLake 
A potential rationing of water 

Cor city wal.er U!Hlrs was averted 
with the rains that fell Sunday. 
Bob Collins, city water plant 
employee, reported that with 4.6 
inches of rainfall registering at 
the plant, West Lake rose a 
dramatic four feet 11 inches 
from the time the rain started 
until the Monday morning mea 
surement at 9 a.m. 

The level of water is presently 
16 inches below the spillway of 
the dam with Squaw Creek still 
running and raising the level of 
the reservoir. 

Members of the City Water 
department had expressed con 
cern over the level of West Lake 
and were making plans for water 
conservation at the time of 
Sunday's rains. 

Service Restored 
Power fa.ilure was a matter of 

individual lines being down to 
customers in various parts of the 
county. Work crews from Clarke 
Electric Cooperative fanned out 
in all directions Monday to 
restore service where wind had 
toppled trees and branches over 
power lines. 

Service was expected to 
restored by noon Monday. 

mostly the same _playc_r_!J ~ut _LOU 

changed, and you make adjust· 
meots. 

contanual !ppraisal ol natural 
resources. 
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Ask Questions 

About No-Till 
No-till or not to till is a 

question that a lot of farmers 
have been asking this past win­
ter and this spring. It is a good 
question and one that we don't 
have aM the answers to. 

However, we do have some 
research experience with no-till 
and we have quite a few farmers 
who have been successfully using 
no-till for a number of years. 
There are advantages and some 
problems also. 

Some of the advantages in­
clude reduced soil erosion, re­
duced time to put in a crop and 
reduced fuel consumption. Some 
potential problems include weed 
control and getting a stand. 
Disease and insect problems are 
generally no different from con 
ventional tillage. 

I don't think there is any 
question anymore that no-till will 
reduce soU erosion, especially 
compared to conventional mold­
.... _. .. ..,..., 'tf 'Hfm- utotll"" O!'f-f tfW£ Ot•.­
JoM!lf p0'8.J~ aql l11 URJ aql IIJ lhr 
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Moisture Totals over 7" 

For June after Dry Sprin~ 
Wedne~day's early morning 

rain brought the June moisture 
total to nearlv seven inches 
locally and aided in brmging the 
1981 total a bit more in line with 
the yearly average 

Clarke Countians were well 
below the average at the start of 
June and farmers were con~ 
cerned over crop prospects and 
low farm ponds. Starting with 
the .06 of an inch rain on June 3, 
the heavy 4.83 inches received on 
June 7 whtch was followed by six 
other rams of smaller amounts, 
moi~ture has ceased to be a 

pressing problem at the pres<>nt 
time 

The heavy June 7 rain. which 
was accompanied by hail , washt·d 
soil in most fields in the central 
and eastern part of the county. 
Soil conservationist Keith Ed 
wards reported that the rain" of 
that magnitude, five mches in 
three to four .hours, occur only 
once in every 100 years. The soil 
damage is heavy in Clarke Coun 
ty as a result of the runoff 

Temperatures have been rela 
tively mild for the month with no 
90 degree readings having been 
recorded to date. 

~ • ..R~~~ 
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STOCKING CANADIAN GEESE As part of the 
aHempt to stock Canadian gees tn southern 
Iowa, eight of the big btrds were released 
Monday at East Lake. Adrian Fuller holds one of 
the geese lust before it w~s released Four 

in the hopes th~t they will mike It tnttr nome. 
The birds are presently molting and unable to 
fly Since they normally nest in April, they will 
have time lo become acclimated to their new 
home before migrating. 

femal "s ~nd four males w_e_r_e_p_l_a_c_ed_ a_t_th_e_ la_k_e _________ _ 
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were Jo Newport, Freda J;or· candles. Ushers were David Sny· 
don, Sue Brandhorst, Martha der, brother of the bride and 
Rowland and Erma Scritchfield Jess Caswell of Des Moines. 
(tie), CeCe McDowell. Sally Rie· F~llowing the ceremony a re· 
kena, Marla Hart, Ann Smith, ceptton yvas held in the church 
Inez Davenport and Guyla Pat- fello~shtp hall. A three-tiered 
rick. weddmg cake was served by the 

Committee for Tuesday. June ~embers of the United Metho· 
30 will be Freda Gordon and dist women. 
Linda Reed. Attending the guest book was 

N. B. Bridge Club 

Enjoys Afternoon 

The N.B. Club met Tuesday, 
J une 23 in the home of Lila 
Westerfield with Mrs. Ted Nan· 
nen and Pauline Hall as guests. 

Prizes were earned by Mrs. 
Clarence Shearer and Mrs. Mel· 
vio Goeldner. 

Club will meet Tuesday, July 7 
at the home of Mrs Helen 
Wilcox. 

Mrs. Sharon Pontier of Des 
Moines, sister~in~law of the 
groom. Presiding at the gift table 
were Brenda and Carla Appleget 
of Norwalk. 

The bride is a 1981 graduate of 
Drake University. She is Depart~ 
mental Supervisor of Peterson 
Harntf<l Von Maur . Jay is Bur· 
ger Chef evening manager on 
Fleur Drive, in Des Moines. Jay 
·~ a 1980 gr~du~te of Morning· 
stde College m Stoux City. 

The bride and groom will 
reside in Des Moines following 
their honeymoon. 

F1r~n~ .. 
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OSCEOLA, 
IOWA 

Family Attend 

Birthday Party 

Leah Henry was honored Sun· 
day. June 21, at a birthday 
supper given by her parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Denny Henry at her 
grandparents home, Mr. and 
Mrs. Kent White. Leah was 
celebrating her first birthday. 

Those attending were Mr. and 
Mrs. Kenneth Henry and Dan, 
Vera Dougherty, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ed White, Ryan and Angie, Mr. 
and Mrs. Dan White and Missy, 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Marker, 
Lori and Lucy, Mr. and Mrs. 
Doug Henry, Paul and Michael 
and Julie and Karla Ballard. 

~ 
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-Public Notice-
It Is Dangerous and 

\ Unlawful to 
' 

Shoot Fireworks 
For some years there has been an Iowa law declaring 

the sal.e and shooting of fireworks unlawful. . 

In recent years a number of incidents involving the 
shooting of fireworks in Osceola have occurred. U. S. mail 
boxes damaged. Persons can be seriously injured by them, 
and property damaged. Some years ago, in nearby Chariton, 
an Iowa youth lost an eye. 

Therefore, we want to put everyone on notice that city 
and state statutes covering firecracker violations will be 
rigidly enforced. 

Such violations are subject to a fin& of 5100, or 30 
days in jail, or bOth. They will be enforced in Osceola! 

By Order of Chief of Police 

BILL HARLEY 
OSCEOLA, IOWA 
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s thi.s suffered severe silting and 
/ou.og plants. Terraces like these 
re water, later releasing It at a 
t.e . 
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I nterseeder Interview Leads - -

State Tests Show No Yield 
Loss in Conservation Tillage 

"The results show that conser­
vation tillage systems can be 
u~ed in a corn-soybean rotation 
Wllh reduced soil loss and with­
out sacrtftctng yields," says 
Keith Edwards, distnct soil con­
<;ervationist. 

Ten years of tillage studies 
that offer answers to many 
complex questtons surrounding 
tillage systems, Edwards states. 

One 5 year study, comparing 
~even tillage systems with con­
tinuous corn at Iowa State Uni­
verstty found the conve ntional 
fall plowmg system produced the 
top yields. 

However, a similar 5· year 
study, comparing five tillage 
systems w1th a corn-soybean 
rotation, found little difference in 
etther bean or corn yields due to 
the tillage systems. 

"One or the most Important 
thmgs found, so far as farm 
applicatton of erosion control 
practices is concerned, was the 
unexpected high level of soil 
protectton provided by soybean 
residue," Edwards said. 

Before spring tillage or plant ­
mg. soybean restdue covered 73 

• • • • 

• • • • 
percent of the soil surface Corn 
residues covered 76 percent 

However, soybean residues 
are very fragile. are easily 
damaged. and very htlle tillage 
was requtred to destroy the soil 
coverage 

Slot planting in a no ttll system 
reduced soil coverage to about 37 
percent. Oiskmg and plantmg 
left only 12 percent of the soil 
covered, about the same a:. fall 
chisel plowmg 

Corn residue is tougher Slot 
planting left 53 percent of the 
surface cove red. Spring disking 
and planting left 31 percent of 
the surface covered and fall 
chisel plowing. after stalk shred 
ding, left 30 percent of the 
surface covered. 

The corn soybean rotatton 
tests were made on the same 
tillage systems as the continuous 
corn. except that slot planting 
without ridge~ and the sprtng 
plowing system~ were not includ 
ed. 

Average yield results for the 
two 5-year studies, adjusted for 
unusual conditions, were: 

Bushels Per Acre, Com pared: Corn Corn Beans 
After After After 
Corn Beans 

Fall plow, spring disk and drag 
•• 0 •• 143 139 

Till plant (Buffalo planter) ..... 137 135 
Spring disk ---. 134 137 
Spring plow, d i~k and drag 132 
Slot-plant on r idges 131 135 
Fall chisel, spring field cultivation 129 138 
Slot-plant 124 

D~<--0A4~ 
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TERRACES REDUCE EROSION: Damage to 
crops in the recent deluge which afflicted crops in 
Clarke County was reduced where farmers had 
installed conservation practices such as the tile 
intake terrace [above and below]. Those without 

practices such as this suUered severe silting and 
washing out of young plants. Terraces like these 
temporarily store water , later releasing it at a 
non-corrlsive rate. 

. 
Emergency'Funds 

A vailable for ASCS 
frequently; mater ially aHects 
the productive capacity of the 
farmland; if not treated will 
impatr or endanger the land; and 
will be so costly b correct that 
the fanner cannot do it witbout 

(f)~J~ 
~Jt./, !'lJ'I 

Friday' s rain stonn caused 
severe damage in Clarke County 
Farms suffer ing severe damage 
may be eligible for assistance 
under the Emergency Con­
servation Program administered 
by the county Agricultural 
Stabilization and Conservation 
Service (ASCS) if the damage: is 
unusual in character and is not 
the type which would recur 

Federal assistance and is truly 
an emer gency condition for the 
farmer. That is, It Is so severe 
that the fanner cannot correct It 
using his normal labor supply 
and farm equipment that is 

~terview Leads 
nonnal for the area and his other 
resour ces a re such that 
assistance Is required to restore 
the land. 

~ervation Week 
A farmer qul\llfying for ECP 

assistance may receive cost­
share levels not to exceed 64 
percent of the cost for per­
forming the following type of 1 
measure 1 

• • • • 
Answer - I'd been looking for 

a driU that would cover a variety 
of si: UJJtions for about five years. 
I could see a need for such a pu:ce 
of <'Quipment and 14st fall a 
neiqhbor of mine brought one of 
these in to rw-tiU in some u:h~at 
ground. I went over and lookt·d 
at 1t looked at the lite rature, 
·aJJed the company and lord~·rTd 

OTH' two da111 later. It has a 
whak" oj a future in 1outhern 

l•Jwa. Ltke I s<Jid, tvP don" a 
t:aril'tlJ of things with 11 , I'm 

State Tests Show No Yield 
Loss in Conservation Tillage 

"The results show that coaser­
vation tillage systems can be 
used m a cor n-soybean rotation 
with reduced soil loss and with­
out sacrificing yields," says 
Keith Edwards, district soil con­
<~ervattomst. 

Ten years of tillage studies 
that offer answers to many 
complex questions surrounding 
tillage systems, Edwards stales . 

One 5-year study, comparing 
seven tillage systems with con­
tinuous corn at Iowa State Uni­
verstty found the conventional 
fall plowing system produced the 
top yields. 

However, a similar 5-year 
study, comparing five tillage 
systems with a corn-soybean 
rotation. found little diHerence in 
etther bean or corn yields due to 
the ttllage systems . 

"One of the most important 
thmgs found, so far as farm 
applicatton of erosion control 
practices is concerned, was the 
unexpected high level of soil 
protectton provided by soybean 
restdue," Edwards satd. 

Before spring tillage or plant­
ing, soybean residue covered 73 

• • • • 

• • • • 
percent of the soil surface Corn 
residues covered 76 percent 

However, soybean residues 
are very fragile, are easily 
damaged, and very little tillage 
was required to destroy thP soil 
coverage 

Slot planting tn a no till system 
reduced soil coverage to about 37 
percent. Disking and planting 
left only 12 percent of the soil 
covered, about the same as fall 
chisel plowing 

Corn res idue is tougher Slot 
planting left 53 percent of the 
surface covered. Spring diskmg 
and planting left 31 percent of 
the surface covered and fall 
chisel plowing, after ~talk shred 
ding. left 30 percent of the 
surface covered. 

The corn soybean rotatton 
tests were made on the same 
ttUage systems as the conltnuous 
corn, except that slot planting 
without ridges and the sprmg 
plowing system~ were not includ 
ed. 

Average yteld results for the 
two 5-year studtes, adjusted for 
unusual conditions, were· 

Bushels Per Acre, Compared : Corn Com ~ans 
After Aftt>r Afte r 
Corn Beans 

Fall plow, spring disk and drag ..... 143 139 
Till plant (Buffalo planter) . 137 135 
Spring dtsk .. . 134 137 
Spring plow, disk and drag ... ' 132 
Slot plant on ridges 

•• 0 ' 131 135 
Fall chisel. sprmg field cultivation ... ' 129 138 
Slot-plant 

0 0 •• 124 

0~~0~~ 
cdoAA4--r ~~ / y ~ 1 

-

Corn 
40 
39 
41 

41 
40 

Restor ing conservatio n 
structures and other similar , 
installations. Farmers who feel 
the damage is sufficiently severe 
and their capabllitles are such 
that assistance is necessary to 
correct the problem, should 
,_ ... "'"'• t)o.n ,..,._untu A<:r~ n ffirp 
-arm- I cqaes: USSiSCWICt VT nor 
Jotcr than AURust 10, 1981 the 
JP.,dhne for flUng r~ut''<ts 

_ f • _ ~ _ f f • f • 1&- 1 

uul o) }ht! year 11 IS tFUltJ a y;_~&r m "' ~ - ---
around piece ol equipw,rnt !/aot I 
thi•lk u,..U r.---.aJJy .. r.at~h ort'' ll't'tla 
far?71•~r, •n •outhern lou'"'- 11 
'1'(1. RO liP tnu- t1,r •• N' qurr.-u-J to 
pu.U ,t 

Th<' F:CP Is n short lerm 
pro~oertun und requJrt~a that those 
pr ·odtu:t•ra purctctvnun.c rnu•t 
C"Onlplt.-hll Utor consn-vu uon wor-k 
tn IVIU . Prnntcu• ....,._,uld nor be 
a.:t-nr·t.-.tJ uutiJ u n ••on•Jtc•• fn.. 1 'h•.-. .. tiun In Soil ( 'on!M'!rvu 
JIJ)«"C.'tlon of th~ dunue~oeC"d au·••• haa Uon pro•:r-nl• w.._. urc K'-ttt ing u 
b."C.•r• naudt! by Utr. ( '()(: ur- U• lut ur lnt••rt ,_At in nu till ru~ ,•ruft 
rt"Prfl.l!l-ru tuUvu "Ott~ ('()('" ,.-JIJ 1 II 11•·•·n-1• rht!'l ph••-" o( curulpnun1t 
r••vJuw lhfa ln•pt •c ta on wh-.~n ""nuld tun' -.om•• '"'.,."'hi .. r•olt•n 
(.'OIIIth'.h•rfn'l ttu• rt~quo•t f u r C."Ol'fl 1 tlal tn narrn"" ru""' •oyb.t•n• 
n .,,.t.·ahuru lii'U'IIl'ltllnc.·(•- J.(utnJ.{ nu (Ill I>o y<»U _,uti , ., 

A"" '"' . .- ..__ /11 tlu• 1,,.,,,. 11(ur c·un1nH~nt "" t hut 

•----------------~·''""''"" ''''' ,-~, , , illltrr•••••••illltJ 1\n ,.. ....,.._ . ,.. ~ r·,,,. ,,,_,,,,' uhuut .f(JfJ · •· · 'u -.... . ' ' ' 1... . ,,.,, .• of"" till •uu/J•·tu•• u•ttll tl••• 

f £ ,nnl.,.,......,_.,...-. •. • -• ·1~0n ·~-.. .__. • ,._. , A,.. .... _. •• -- ---·----··-----------------------------------

B\IJK\" 1\t"CHI"'~ : 0\nd h~•"'1' · too, j, th<' 6 ,100 pound ( .-mpt) \ 
int-f'raM""df'r u•...-d i.n drilling alfalfa ~ into ·tO a~re-e o l blu~ara•s 
.. ncl -un thr •At kat. .~oha.J,.. farm tn \\-a.rd Towo .. hlp . t-ic.tur.-. ...-a. take-n 
~u.aru•t :! ,l . 

1\oitorn nhoul 

I nterseeder Interview 
I ( unt hHH'd frun~ t•a.a.._• l \ 

t lu•'"t Inn ·- ( OulnK hark \.u lh'-' 
'"'" hhH• 1\ Httl~· ., .. it ·lt~ h(,r-t•, t 
t hcntKht w e· ,-uuld K" t ht",-.ugh nnd 
d, ,,., rlbt l I n t.ht f1\ •Up\t· f'ltUt1\' or • h __________ ...___ __ ..___.._..___~, 
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\nterseederlnterview Leads 
\nto Soil Conservation Week 

• • • • 
An ln\.••rv1ow DJ•vroprintc to 

l th" upcom>ng Soil l,;on• .. rvauon il.n•wf'r - I d been lot>k>ng f-
ur el. en lowe Seo•emb• r, 13 lQ II do«'"-"' JllP"ki coucrq vari 

I was conuuctcu on \.Ut: c..u n.u.a · u, ;. . .: ................... 1 ... ; _...;;..;;,... .. ,.~~ :~~-~~. 

shak farm northwest of Osceola I could see a needf()r st:.eh a piece 
in Ward Town~hip on August 21. of equipme'llt and last fall a 

A Waynt> County inter~t'4"ding neighbor of mine brought me of 
contractor, John Sellt>rs, Jr. wa~ these in to no-tiU in o<ml€ wheat 
interviewt'd on tht:> Ratashak Qround I went over and /ookRd 
farm by Ki'ith Edwards. Clarke at it. looked at the literature, 
County ~oil conservationist. called the company and I ordered 
f'ort:v acre" were 'eedrd in this one two days later. It has a 
project. Interview follow~· "whale" of a future in southern 
Que~tion- John, tt>ll us about Iowa. Like I suid, rve done a 

your interseeder: Model number, variety of things with it. rm 
where it, i" available and what keep;ng it real busy eight months 
you've used it on so far this year out of the year. lt is truly a year 

Answer - It's a Haybuster around piece of equip;nent that I 
Micro seeder driU, 12 foot, 6 inch think wiU really "catch on" with 
spacings, used for n.o tiU in oats, farmers in southern Iowa. A 
nc·tiU in soybeans, pa.~ture inter· 70·80 HP tractor is required ro 
seeding, no· tiU milo and in van"a· puU it. 
tions of aU of these crops in 
varioru; stages of tillage. I 
hruum't dtme any wheat 1/fit, but 
wiU be starting that soon 

Question- Today we are in a 
pasture situation. Do you want 
to tell us a little bit about what 
you arc doing for this farmer'! 

Answer- In this particular 
situatit:m wt: ar1· mterseeding 
alfalfa into Bluegrass sod He has 
sprrad fertilizer, cut we1,ds off of 
the top and qot tht· canapy down 
lou· I'm coming in nght behind 
that and tnters1·edinq the alfalfa 
a11d thf'n when I am dcne he wiU 
spra•1 Paraqunt (a contact herbi 
cide I on it and wait for a ram 
Que~tion- John, I'm interest 

ed in how you got started in 
domg mterseeding'l What was 
your first contact, and what do 
you think of the progre~s so far 
in southern Iowa? 

due to thP lntP rlate of publication 
on Labor Uay weekend. 
must be in by 5 p.m. Friday 
before the Friday night games or 
postmarked on Friday by that 
time. 

Changed to Sentint>l 
The following week'~ contest 

entries will be published in this 
week'~ Sentmel and will permit a 
longer period of time for con­
testants to get their entries in. 
Watch for the following week's 
games in this issue or the 
Sentinel 

The contel>l entry blanks for 
the remainder of tht> football 
-.ea..on will be published in the 
Sentinel. 

. i<i" -~..,......-__.;....~~-

Question- In Soil Conserva· 
Uon programs we are getting a 
lot of interest in no-till row crop. 
It seems this piece of equipment 
would have some possible poten 
tial in narrow row soybeans 
going no-till. Do you want to 
comment on that? 
Answer - I've done about 300 

acres of no-tiU soybeans with this 
driU this year in a van·ety of 
situation$ from sod that was used 
with Paraquat and Rcundup to 
corn stalk gr()und that was 
no-tilled to soybeans into hail 
damaged wheat and harvested 
ruheat and they have all just 
came m like "gang buster~" 
They are some of the best bea v 
in Wal(7le County. 

Quest ion - So you've followed 
up on these fields-have you 
noticed any difference in erosion, 
comparing beans you put in 
no-till vs. some that were con· 
ventionally tilled or chisel plow 
minimum tillage? 

Answer - There is no com par· 
ison this year. As you know, the 
rain fall we've had here in 
southern Iowa was reaUy ab· 
normal in July. There is just no 
comparison between the no·tiU 
and the conventional tillage 
We've got very little erosion in 
the no-tiU beans, and in conven· 
tronal there is sheet and riU 
erosioo and guUy erosion you 
wouldn't believe, especially in 
the ncrthem part of Wayne 
County 

BULKY MACHINE: And heavy, too, is the 6,100-pound (empty! 
interseeder used in drilling alfalfa seed into 40 acres of bluegrass 
sod on the Ed Ratashak farm in Ward Township. Picture was taken 
August 21. 

More about-

I nterseeder Interview 
I Continued (Tom Page 11 

Question- Going back to the 
machine a httle as it sits here, I 
thought we could go through and 
describe to the people some of 
the component parts that make 
the drill work. Let's start, as it 
passes over the groud . What is 
the first step as the machine puts 
the seed in'l 

Answer- Well, basically it is 
a very heavy duty, d.ouble disc 
opener and thrs penetrates 
through the foliage, the ground 
cover and cuts dcwn mto the 
desired depth into the ground. 
The seed is deposited inside 
these double dtsc cuts and then a 
cast iron presswheel foUows this 
up. It rs possible with this driU to 
get nearly 10,000 lbs. of crown 
pressure weight on these 24 
rows, so that is adequatP to cut 
through most any ground cover 
that a farmer would be facing. 

Question- Does it have the 
capability of puttmg on mixed 
spedes and fertilizer? Would you 
also comment on hov. is the 
depth adjustment on this 
machine? 

Answer - You can put ferti· 
lizer with it if you want to and as 
far as mixed species. there is no 
problem there You just mix it 
up. Because of the weight of the 
drill-the thing u:Pighs 6100 lbs 
rompletely empty-it d.oesn't 
shake going d.own through the 
field, theref(;'fe, there is no 
separotron of drfferent den$ities 
of seed 

There are two different ways 
fiOU can adjust your depth. One is 
with your hydraulic system- the 
amount of force fiOU put on the 

' 

double disc; {two I With press 
wheels acting as a depth gauge 
adJUstment. Thus you have two 
different ways to set your depth, 
according to what kind of field 
conditions met. 

Question- Does t his drill also 
have the possibility of interseed· 
ing warm season grasses? I know 
that hasn't been tried much but 
there are some people interested 
in going into sites that have 
steep slopes and do not want to 
do a tillage either with a brush 
disc or with a heavy disc and 
would like to renovate pastures 
and there is a lot of interest now 
in some summer grazing. 

Answer- Yes, this thing wiU 
work for that. T did 13 acres on 
the south side of Stephens Forest 
planting Indiangrass in just this 
type of terrain. 



Propose New Rules for 

Land Disturbances 
Clarke County Soil Conserva­

tion District is proposing rules 
for certain land disturbing ac­
tivities on nonagricultural and 
construction sites. 

A hearing will be held at 7:30 
p.m. on September 21, 1981 at 
the Clarke County Soil Conserva­
tion District Office in Osceola to 
receive comments from those 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING ON 

RULES FOR CERTAIN LAND 
DISTURBING ACTIVITIES 
ON NONAGRICULTURAL 

AND CONSTRUCTION SITES 
CLARKE COUNTY SOIL 

CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
Under authority set forth in 

Chaper 467A, Code of Iowa 1981 
(amended by Senate File 262, 
69th Iowa General Assembly, 
1981 session), the commissioners 
of Clarke County Soil Conserva· 
tion District have proposed rules 
for [iJing affidavits related to 
erosion control in conjunction 
with certain land disturbing ac· 
tivities on nonagricultural and 
construction sites. 

A copy of these proposed rules 
may be obtained at the Clarke 
County Soil Conservation Dis­
trict Office, 820A North Main 
Street, Osceola, Iowa. 

Notice is hereby given that a 
public hearing will be held at the 
Clarke County Soil Conservation 
District Office, 820A North Main 
Street, Osceola, Iowa, 7:30p.m., 
September 21, 1981, at which 
time an explanation of the pro· 
posed rules will be made and 
opportunity to comment on the 
proposed rules will be provided. 
Commissioners of Clarke Co_unty 

Soil Conservation District 
By: Richard Carson, 

Chairman 

affected and other mterested 
mPmbers of the public. 

D1strict commissioners will 
consider all comments received 
at the hearing prior to adopting 
the final version of the rules. 

New Iowa Ia w no longer re· 
quires the filing of erosion con­
trol plans for review and ap­
proval by soil conservation dis­
trict commissioners. 

Effective October 1, 1981, the 
law requires that, before land 
disturbing activities occur, the 
land disturber must sign an 
affidavit stating that he will 
comply with established soil loss 
limits. 

Land disturbing activities are 
defined as land changes-clear­
ing grading. excavating-which 
may result in soil erosion from 
wind and water. In most cases, 
single family residences or areas 
of less than 25,000 square feet 
are exempt. 

Copies of the law and rules 
propo~ed by the soil conservation 
distr1ct commissioners are avail­
able for rev1ew at the Clarke 
County Soil Conservation Dis 
tnct office, 820A North Main 
Street Interested persons may 
ftle written comments with the 
district. 

(LA-v ft~ s'ia-J~ f!_ 
~r·k- .__I 0/ I 9 J' 1 

Explain County, State 
Conservation Roles 

Conservation ~encies in Iowa 
often cooperate on joiat projects 
because they have similar goal~ 
in conserving natural resources 
But through this co operation 
some confusion may exist about 
what each does. 

• • • • 
are authorized to levy up to one 
mill of property tax for acquisi­
tion, development and manage­
ment of county parks, museums, 
wildlife areas and other natura.! 
area~. 

Mt>mbets of the Clarke County 
Because this is Soil Con,erva Conservation Board are chair-

lion Week, September 13 19, 1t man Ron Wh1tham, and mem-
appears that now would be a h!'r~ Frank Riley, John O'Neall, 
good time to clear up somt> of th1s James A~mus, and Harold Bon-
confusion; to name the agencies nett Execut1ve and operating 
in Clarke County, and the people officer is John Klein. 
who make them run. Agencies 

For example, if a farmer wants The Iowa Conservation Com-
to build terraces to protect hi~ mi.,sion IS the state agency that 
land, he gets involved with more prov1d!'s recreation areas, wild 
than one agency life areas, forests and na~ural 

The U.S. Department of Agri and cultural preserves. The com· 
culture Soil Conservation Ser miSSIOn also regulates outdoor 
vice gives technical help on rt:'Creation activities and helps 
where to put terraces and how to coordinate the county conserva-
build them: while the Agricul tlon boards 
tural Stabilization and Conserva The Iowa Department of Soil 
lion Service (ASCS) or the soil Conservation, also at the state 
conservation d1.,tnct provide level, assists soil conservation 
cost-sharint:t funds. Soil conser· districts with local resource man-
vation district funds rome agem11nt programs and allocates 
through the Iowa Department of state financial incentive program 
Soil Conservation. funds . 

Other major agencies involved Tht> department also admini-
in conservation are the Iowa ~ters the ~tate's mine reclama-
Conservation Commission and lion laws and assists conservancy 
county cons!'rvalion boards A districts in developing water 
brief description of each of the~e management plans for the state's 
agencies may help you keep them .,1x major river basins. 
straight. On the f#deral level, the 

There are 100 local soil conser· USDA Agr1cultural Stabilization 
vation districts in Iowa-one per and Conservation Service admin­
county and two in Pottawattamie 1sters mo~t of the cost-sharing 
County. The districts ~et policy program~ for soil conservation. 
for local conservation projects. Thc~e include federal funds for 
Each district is governed by five a . basic cost sharing program 
locally elected commiSSioners w1th farmers, forestry incen-
who serve without pay lives, emergency conservation 

I Cl k C . funds and special projects. Other 
n a: e oun_ty the so1l programs include loans and price 

c?nservat1on d~str1cl comm1s supports, crop disaster relief, 
SIO~ers are R1chard Carson, rural cloan water and production 
chllll'man, and members Adrmn adjustment 
Fuller, Phillip Henrirh~ and E ASCS is guided at the count 
Lloy~ Morgan One seat on the level by locally elected. thre:. 
d1str1ct _board IS vacant because member county committees. 
or. a _res1gnal1on Ass1stant com Members of the Clarke County 
rmss1oners are Doyce M1ller and Committt't' - B'll ~ Ch Bettv Webb _ are. 1 1e ase, 

·. . . . chmrman, and mt•mi)(>rs John T 
Ke1th Edw~rd~ IS the dl'>ll'lct O'Nt•all and Merrill McCarty 

soil conservat1omst. who carr1es 
out the policies of the district Another USDA agency is the 
board of commissionE>rs S01l Const•rvallon Serv1ce. SCS 

County conservation boards, prov1dt>s tt>chnical assistance to 
another local ag('ncy, are esta land ownPrs and operators apply 
blished at the discrt'tion of Pnch mg ~011 cons('rvatlon practices 
county The county board of Th1s. ag_Pnc~ 1s resp~ns1ble. for 

I 
superv1sor-. appoint~ fivt• per· df.'vt lopmg ·«nl surveys, mon_ ltor-

INTERSEEDER SIDE VIE\'\ Sidf.' vif.'w of the interseeder drill 
used in a 40-acre project on the Ed R4tMhak farm on August 21 , 
when alfaUa was inter~ccded into bluegra•~ ~od 

/) /)~ j~~­
~ls;/t6 

•r - ·- , - · · ~ -· . . . . . . . . mg soli and w .. ter N>source<; and 
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u.nd its stat(. O{)()(t Jlrt•\.t•ntmn ltNJ) ... ram~ S( ·s 
County ("Onac:-vutiun huard" ltt>,..,.uiH\ttl . "nrk lhrouJ<~h tht-~ 11oU 
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I :.~;~:~~i-..c>;.~·-nP,P.;int-.. rtv" flttr lnR ~u 
~n....u.t--

- .... ---···J ·--- ·-· ~ --·-·' I''Vb'"'" tlood prevention programs. SCS 
and its staff . pt•r'Onnel work through the soil 

County conservalton boards conservation districts. 

Emphasize Conservation 

Needs During Week 
Changing weather patterns 

point out the need for effect ive 
soil and water conservation ef­
forts on a year-round basis, and 
district soil conservationist Keith 
Edwards cites the 1981 cropping 
season as an example. 

An open winter and warm, dry 
spring caused heavy wind ero­
sion in Iowa, especially on fields 
that had been fall-tilled with a 
moldboard plow. Dry soil condi­
tions worsened when excessive 
pre-plant tillage caused scarce 
soil moisture to be lost through 
evaporation. 

In late spring and early sum­
mer, intense rainstorms caused 
excessive runoff and soil erosion 
on many corn and soybean fields. 
Many fields required replant­
ing-some more than once. 

Soil erosion occurs when soil is 
not protected from the forces of 
blowing wind. raindrop impact 
and flowing runoff water. On 
unprotected soils, erosion is a 
problem between harvest and 
the following spring until a crop 
canopy is established in early 
summer . 

The critical period for wind 
erosion is during March and 
April when Iowa has its highest 
winds. 

Water erosion is critiCAl be­
tween and mid-April and mid­
July. Two-thirds oflowa's water 
erosion occurs during this per­
iod, with more than half occur­
ring in June. This means t hat 
much erosion can occur after 
planting. 

An effective means of mini­
mizing excessive soil erosion is 
with conservation tillage. Ed­
wards said conservation tillage is 
essentially a residue manage­
ment system that leaves a mulch 
of crop residue on the surface. 
The effectiveness of conservation 
tillage in reducing erosion haz­
ards is determined by the distri­
bution and quantity of residue on 
the soil surface during critical E . t 

1 
tart · th 

periods rOSIOD COD ro S S m e 
Some. lo a f h fall. Edwards said following soy-w armers ave a- . 

dopted conservation tillage beans absolutely no fall_ tillage 
systems to rotect the soil. Som should be done. In the sprmg slot 

P e or no-till plantmg can be done 
do no fall tillage; others substi- du-ectly into bean stubble, or, 
tute chisel plowing or di,king for light spring tillage just prior to 
the moldboard plow to leave conventional planting can be 
about half the residue on the soil done with a field cultivator or 
surface after fall tillage followmg disk 
corn. Alter corn consider delaying 

In either case eroston control all tillage until spring, Edwards 
benefits of crop residue can be suggests. This is especially rec­
further maintained by planting ommended for soils high in silt 
with a slot or no-till planter, or and sand, and low in organic 
with light tillage before planting. matter. In the spring slot or 

no till plant directly into residue, 
or till lightly with a straight 
shank chisel plow, disk or field 
cultivator prior to planting. 

On heavily textured, poorly 
drained fields where fall tillage is 
necessary, use a chisel plow or 
disk instead of a moldboard plow. 
Edwards said these implements 
loosen the soil and leave at least 
half the cornstalks on the surface 
for erosion control. Tillage 
should be done on the contour or 
at least across the doi'Qi.nant 
slope. Keep spring tillage to a 
minimum-one or two passes 
with a field cultivator or light 
disking before planting. 

In most instances yields from 

conS(Irvation tillage are compar­
able to those from conventional 
tillage. Exceptions can occur on 
heavily textured, poorly drained 
fields where high amounts of 
crop residue retard early crop 
growth because of colder and 
wetter conditions than a bare soil 
surface. 

As with conventional tillage 
good stands and effective pest 
control are required with conser 
vation tillage for maximum 
yields. Equipment, techniques 
and materials are available today 
to deal with these concerns m a 
residue environment, the 
specialist Slid. 

"Conservation tillage is the 
single most effective and least 
costly means of reducing soil 
erosion," accordmg to Edwards. 
A growing number of Iowa 
farmers are discovering that it 
can be adapted to a broad range 
of soils and slopes. Conservation 
tillage alone on level to gently 
sloping ground can keep erosiolt 
losses within acceptable limits. 
On steeper soils tho use of 
conservation tillagjj in combina· 
tion with other soil conservation 
practices is necessary. 

Conservation tillage requu-es 
high level management and 
greater attention to detail. But 
the benefits of reduced soil and 
water losses, fuel consumption, 
labor, field time and more timely 
planting greatly outweigh the 
increased management require 
ments. 

~~ 
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COREY AND THE DUKES: Corey 'luayle a.nd blt friends Bo aud 
Luke [Dukes of Ba:aardl inspect a wild mushroom he found during 
the third graders September 14 tour of Redfern Timber Reserve. 
He is the &on of Mr. and Mrs. Rick Quayle of Weldon. 

• • • • • • • • • 

113 Third Graders Take 
Redfern Timber Field Trip 

One hundred and thirteen 
third graders from the Clarke 
and Murray school districts took 
part in a nature field trip to the 
Redfern Timber Reserve, south 
of Osceola, on Monday, Septem· 
her 14. 

Alter a tour of the area, the 
childrerl. their teachers and adult 
leaders split up into smaller 
groups and took part in four 
planned activities. 

These included a five senses 
bike, when the children inspec­
ted objects visually, and by 
touch, taste and feel~ a seed 

• • • • 
dispersion game, where young­
sters learned how seeds were 
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DON'T PLOW TIDS NOW! Keith Edwards, benefits-I l l It prevents field erosion by wind 
district soil conservationist says uDon't plow and wate r; 12] 1t helps retain moisture lrom rain 
newly harvested corn fields this I aU," and this and snow, and slows evaporation of sub-soil 
picture taken at the Vallee Halvorsen farm ;,outh moiNture; and, 131 It provides a necessary wildlife 
of Osceola shows why. Crop residue like this left habitat. 
for spring plowing provides three pr incipal 

• • • • • • • • 

Clarke Farmers Increase 

No-Till Operations 450 Pet. 
This year Clarke county no till 

farmmg operation~ incrc~d 450 
percent over last year, with 50 
different farmers taking part in 
1981 as compared with only mne 
m 1980 

Pb.nted acre~ went up in about 
the same proportion, to a total of 
2,200 in 1981, or about two 
percent of the county'~ cropland. 

Across the fourteen counties of 
south and ~outhwestern Iowa, 
stretchtng from Monroe and Ap 
panoo~e to the Missouri River, 
the number of reporting farmers 
mcreased from 139 to 375 an 
increase of about 175 percent, 
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• • • • 
crop- with substantially less 
erosion 

"Over the long haul, this 
means that no-till farming will 
give greater yields for the same 
investment, because the land will 
not require so much added 
nutr1ent to make up for that lost 
in erosion. 

"After seeing the erosion dam· 
age caused by this early sum­
mer's destructrive rains, I can't 
help but believe the number of 
no-till operations in the county 
next year will increase as dra­
matically as they did this year­
possibly even more. 

"Instead of gearing up for fall 
plowing, gear up for no-tillage 
next spring and save soil, toil and 
oil," he said. 
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BETH'S GROUP : Beth Brown of Osceola, upper right , and tbe 
group of Weldon third gTBders she guided during tbe September 14 
tour of RedJern Timber Re&erve. Top ro .. , from left, Stacy Duff, 
Tanya Reynolds and Jennifer Gilbert. "tl iddle row, from left , Kim 
Collins, Donna Akins and Vicki Miler. Bottom row, from left, Sbawn 
Wade, Greg Bassett and Marty Hitt. 
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EVERYTHING IS INTERESTING : Adult 
leaders Beth Brown, Melvin Goeldner and John 
Klein watch as third grade kids find something 

()~~~~ 
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interesting on the ground during the Redfern 
Timber tour September 14. 

Sixth Graders Enjoy 
Nature Day Program 

Clarke County sixth grade 
students enjoyed a beautiful day 
of outdoor experience and con· 
servation education Monday, 
September 21. 

A nature day was planned by 
the Clarke County Conservation 
Board to give students the basics 
of practical conservation. Profes· 
sionals in conservation fields 
provided the teaching. 

Keith Edwards of the soil 
conservation service spoke on 

a_~~ 
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soils and soil protection. Melvin 
Moe, wildlife biologist, explained 
habitat and wildlife. Steve 
Swinconos, District Forester, 
told of tree growth and wood 
utilization. 

Melvin Goeldner, former ex· 
tension agent and historian, 
spoke on land use history in 
Clarke County. John Klein, 
County Conservation Director, 
explained energy flow in a forest 
and plant ecology. 

Larry Mitzner, fisheries biolo· 
gist, spoke on fish population 
management. Other local citizens 
helped during the day also. Betty 
Eis, Beth Brown and Adrian 
Fuller assisted in teaching the 
forest ecology session. 

The nature day was held at 
Goeldner's Patch south of Osee· 
ola. Each class moved around the 
pond on the patch in the course of 
a teaching session. This gave the 
students first hand experience m 
seeing the conservation practices 
at work. 

One hundred and thirty, sixth 
~aders attended, four classes 
from Osceola, one from Weldon 
and one from Murray. This has 
been the third year that a sixth 
grade Nature Day has been held 
at Goeldner's Patch. 

~~,~~~~L 
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AQUATIC LIFE: Learning about aquatic life 
from J ohn Klein, county conservation officer , are 
Clarke third gn.ders. Over 110 children took part 

in the September 14 Redfern Timber tour 
activities. 
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CROWN VETCH THRIVES: Crown veuh at the 
Wendell Christensen farm south of Osceola - now 
in its second year-thrives beneath the canopy of 
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unharvested corn. TIUs is the serood year of a test 
project at the Christensen farm, employing no·till 
practice;, and crown vetch companion crop. 
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Editorially Speaking-

A Tax Credit 

For Conservation 
Soli conservation problems are 

neither new nor uncontrollable. 
The problems have been officially 
recognized by the federal govern­
ment for nearly 50 years. Extensive 
federal , state, local and private 
efforts have produced significant 
results in managing erosion pro­
blem. 

But the problem is still not 
solved . We still need to target our 
soi l conservation dollars. Current­
ly, less than five percent of the 
federal conservation budget goes 
for installation of erosion-control 
practices on cropland with an 
erosion problem. we must do 
better. 

An investment In conservation 
pract ices must be considered a 
long-term investment. It may have 
a 15-year payback period. But 
without such investments , USDA 
says we face a 50-year decline in 
production potential of 13 to 23 
percent. 

Now there are a lot o f farmers 
wi lling to make the investments for 
conservation . But many of them 
also need some f inancial assis­
tance. And financial assistance 
from the federal government is 
frequently not available because of 
a•lack of funds. But even when 
cost-sharing funds are available, 
they only produce $2 of conserva­
tion for each federal dollar spent. 

What is needed is a 1 0 percent 
investment tax credit for private 
landowners and operators. The 
credit could be applied when they 
invest their own money In Install­
Ing and maintaining conservation 
practices on their land. Then each 
dollar of federal tax not paid would 
reflect $10 of conservation-a five­
fold Increase in purchasing power 
of federal conservation efforts. 

-Mike Harris 
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Tree Seedling Applications 

Soon to Be Available 
Because of the demand for tree 

seOOlings from the State Tree 
Nursery, the annual rush to get a 
completed order is soon to begin. 
Orders are not taken until the 
forms come out next week. But 
now is the time to formulate in 

( ~<..ttJ-tv--J~ 
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your mind and on paper where 
you want to plant t r~.>es, how 
many trees to order, and what 
species to plant. The trees will be 
shipped in early April 

As soon as the forms are 
available, the Clarke County 
Conservation Board will place 
them on the conservation 
pamphlet display in the court· 
house in Osceola. Forms will also 
be available from the Soil Con· 
servation and Extension Offices. 

The State Nursery handles 
hundreds or thousands of tree 
seedlings. But the demand for 
some species is so great that 
some types are sold out within a 
week after the forms come out. 
For this reason it is wise to have 
your order planned and prepared 
so it may be sent in as soon as the 
order forms are available. 

Anyone seeking help in plan 
ning for the tree order should 
contact the Soil Conservation 
Office or the County Conserva­
tion Board Office, or Area For· 
esters. Our Area Foresters are 
Duane Bedford in Chariton and 
Steve Swinconos in Creston. 

May Terminate 

White Breast Plan 
The National Soil Conserva­

tion Service office in Washing­
ton, D.C. has announced a list 
of 135 watershed projects on 
which planning authorizations 
will be terminated on January 
4, 1982. 

William J. Brune, State 
Conservationist, Iowa, has 
confirmed that planning activ­
ities in the 64,400 acre White 
Breast Creek will be termi­
nated unless a one year 
extension is sought to include 
rationale for the extension and 
a time schedule for carrying the 
plan into interagency review. 

~~.-v~~ 
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Seedling Seminar Set 

For Monday, Nov. 30 
"Do you plan to plant a 

windbreak next spring?" asked 
John Klein, County Conservation 
Director. "Do you want your 
woodlot to last forever? Do you 
like to have abundant wildlife 
around your farm? Do you have 
an erosion problem spot that 
needs special attention?" 

U yes, is the answer to any of 
these questions, then a person 
may want to consider improving 

c0-4-U~s~ 
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land with trees by plantmg tree 
seedlings this coming spring. 
Now is the time to plan what to 
do. A variety of trees are 
available from private nursery 
companies and the State Tree 
Nursery in Ames. 

To help in improving land by 
planting trees, a meeting has 
been set up to get landowners 
and experts in trees, soils and 
wildlife habitat together. 

This tree seedling seminar will 
be held Monday, November 30 at 
7:30 p.m. at the Clarke County 
Conservation Board office in 
East Lake Park, one mile east of 
Osceola on the north side of 
Highway 34. 

Duane Bedford, State For­
ester for Stephens State Forest, 
will be available to answer 
questions on which trees to plant 
and how to improve your exist­
ing timl!er stands. 

Keith Edwards, Soil Conser­
vationist, will answer questions 
on soil erosion by wind and water 
and how tree plantings can 
prevent it. 

John Klein, County Conserva­
tion Director, will address ques 
lions on wildlife habitat for food, 
nesting, and cover, and answer 
questions on windbreak plant· 
ings for farmsteads. 

Everyone is invited to this 
seminar. It is sponsored by the 
Clarke County Conservation 
Board to provide conservation 
education and to improve the 
quality of the environment. 

Tree Seedling Forms 
Available Now 

The order forms for tree 
seedlings are available at the Soil 
Conservation office, County Con­
servation office, Extension of­
fice, or the conservation pam­
phlet display from the state 
forest nursery should pick up the 
order forms and send in their 
order as soon as possible. 

Some new species of trees and 
shrubs have been added to the 
list of available plants this year. 
These include hard maple, red 
oak, or mixed oaks, and common 
lilac. These new species are few 
in number and probably will sell 
out fast. 

The usual selection of tree and 
shrub species is available this 
year These ino:lude variou~ 
pines, oaks, ashes, honeysuckles 
and other varieties. 

• 

Prices have mcr~.>ased this 
year. Black Walnut and the pmes 
are $5.80 per hundred trees. 
Everything else IS $5.30 per 
hundred. Information about the 
trees and spacing requirements 
are on the order form. Planting 

instructions will come with the 
plants in April. Plants are usual­
ly shipped by U P .S. 

A meeting on tree plantmg and 
general forestry will be held on 
November 30 at the County 
Conservation Board headquar­
ters at East Lake Park. It will 
begin at 7:30 p.m. Anyone wish­
ing more information before that 
time should contact the County 
Conservation Board office at 
East Lake. 
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Soil Clinic 

Is Scheduled 
Corn and soybean production 

and wil erosion control, t wo 
opposites? Not necessarily says 
Keith Edwards, District Conser· 
vationist and Alan Tee!, County 
Extension Director. 

Those two topics will be dis· 
cussed at length on Thursday, 
January 7 starting at 10 a.m. at 
the Eagles building in Osceola. 
To preserve the productivity o( 
soil resources in the United 
States. farmers must reduce soil 
loss. To preserve farm units. 
farmers must product grain 
crops. The meshing of these two 
ideas will be the program for this 
year's No-Till Crop Clinic. 

Chet Randolph, well known 
IPBN TV personality aQd ag 
economist, will be the noon 
speaker. Those wishing to hear 
Randolph must purchase a noon 
meal ticket on or before January 
5 at either the SCS office or the 
Extension office. 

No-t ill machinery, cherrucals 
and seed dealers will have dis· 

• play~ 
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BUILDING TERRACES: The dozer moves dirt 
on thl' ll.J . Ki rkpatrick farm, located west of 
o ,ceola in Ward Township. The tile outlet 
tt-rrace• are being constructed as part of a 
!~derail ) funded project spon110red by the Clarke 
Count\' Soil Con'iervation District and the Clarke 
fount) \\ at<'r Board. Keith Edwards, overseeing 
t he project k nown u t he West Lake Quality 
.\tanagement reporting it to be different for this 

• 

area, in that it protects the water resource as weU 
as the land. Funding for the program is $240,000, 
75 percent cost shared federal resource eonserva· 
lion development money. The project set up on a 
three year completion date, is scheduled to 
protect 100 acres, reducing sediment loads and 
improving the water clear ity and fish populations 
in \ Ves t Lake. T o date, 7 ,000 feet have be<> o 
s taked fnr ronstruction. 
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Con1ervation Office 

Plan Open House 

Clarke County Soil Conserva­
tion District will kick off the 1982 
state cost-share program with an 
open house January .j.6, at th! 
SCS office, 820A :-<orth ~1atn 
Street Osceola 

lo"a Financial lncentiv<•'> Pro­
gram cost-share applicatioM will 
be taken for permanent soil 
conservation work to be started 
after July 1. 1982 when funds 
become available 

The commiss•oner'> and staff 
invite farmers to come in and 
visit and to plan your 1982 
conservation work 

Plan Termination of 
Watershed Projects 

William J. Brune, Iowa State 
Conservationist, announced that 
planmng activities in the 64,400 
acre While Breast Creek "ill be 
terminated unles~ a one year 
extension is sought to include 
rational for the extension and 
time schedul(· for carrying the 
plan into interagency review 

The White Breast Creek pro· 
Ject is one of 135 watershed 
projects whi<'h will be termi­
nated on Januarv 4. 1982 
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i January 7, 1982 i 
• • • t 10:00-2:30 p.m. : 

• _ Eagles Club In Osceola t 
: TOPICS TO BE DISCUSSED' : 
t Our Soil Erosion Problems i 
: Spr ayer Requ1remcnts for No·Till 

Soil and Crop Management to Control Erosion t 
Weed and Insect Control 

NOON SPEAKER: 
Chet Randolph ftom IP BN Farm Economic 
Programs Clayton Brokerage 

Noon Meal tickets MUST be purchased in advance i 
from the Extension Office or SCS Office at 13.75 : 
each by January 5. : 

• ~ Plan to Attend-January 7 

~~ ' Extension Office 342-3316 i ........ ~~~~~···· .......... ~ 



llti'IWQrf'~+ . 

NO-TILL 
CROP CLINIC 

January 7, 1982 

10:00 a.m. • 2:30 p.m. 

Eagles Club in Osceola 
Topics to be discussed: 

Our Sotl Erosion Problems 
Sprayer Requirements lor No-Ttll 
Soil and Crop Management to Control Erosion 
Weed and Insect Control 

Noon Speaker: 
Chet Randolph lrom IPBN Farm Economic Programs and Clayton 
B~e~e -

Noon meal tickets MUST be purchased In advance 
from the Extension Otftce 01 SCS Oftlce at $3.75 each by January 5. 

Displays by chemical. machtnery and seed companys 

Plan to Attend •· January 7 
For more information call SCS pffice. 342-2917 • ExteDlllon.office 342-3~16 
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Soil Conservation No-Till Show 

Slated Jan. 30 Soil-productive soil-is the 
lifeblood of Iowa's agriculture The 
state's farmers protect their soil as 
best they can Farmers realize that 
without adequate, well-preserved 
topsoil, they have no effective way 
to produce crops. Without crops 
they cannot support families, feed 
livestock, or feed the consumers 
throughout the nation and the 
world . 

Farmers are the stewards of the 
soil. They are charged with the 
trust of future generations whose 
livelihood will be dependent on 
the way agncultural cropland is 
managed today. 

Our farmers have demonstrated 
their willingness to participate 
voluntarily in programs designed 
by the Iowa Department of Soil 
Conservat ion and the U.S. Soil 
Conservation Service. 

For long-range soil conservation 
practices to succeed, though, 
farmers are going to need some 
help . Help from incentive pro­
grams such as cost-sharing pay­
ments and tax reductions through 

tnvestment credits Such incen­
tives provide the maximum return 
on tax dollars because they are 
used for on-farm practices and not 
on expensive governmental plan­
ning efforts. 

Yes, the pr•mary responsiblity 
for wise land management does 
rest with those who own and 
operate the land. But the general 
public also has a vested interest in 
assistance and support to conser­
vation efforts. 

That's why to really be effective 
with their own conservation efforts 
Iowa farmers need to see the 
results of educational studies on 
practices like minimum tillage. 
They need to know the results of 
research on the best management 
practices for soil conservation that 
has been localized to soil type, 
climate and topography 

And when farmers install per­
manent soil conservation struc­
tures, structures like terraces, they 
need tax credits and investment 
credits 

-Mike Harris 

1Wh. B . 1te reast 

Meet Called 

Speakers for the Southt>rm 
Iowa No-Till Show to bl held at 
Southwestern Community Col· 

liege in Cre~ton January 30, were 
announced this w<>ek by Roger 
Schnoor. ~how committee chair-
man 

In the morning, beginning at 
9:15, there will IX• five speakers 
discu~srng we<>d and insect con­
trol, fertilization and sprayer 
operation. lnrludl'd are Rod 
Beeler with United Suppliers of 
Truro; Steve Young, commercial 
sprayer from Monroe County; 
Wendell Saunders with Delavan 
Corporation of Des Moines; Dave 
Mick with Laverty Sprayers of 
Indianola; und DavE" Foster. Ex 
tension Entomologist with Iowa 
State University 

The afternoon program begins 
at 1:15 with thret• area farmers 
discussing their no till opera· 
tions. They are Deane McCunn 
and Bob Cerven of Montgomery 

ICounty and. Jerry Hal. I of Deca­
tur County 

Lunch will be ava1lable over 
the noon hour Tickeb must be 
purchased before January 25. 
and can be ·obtained from e1ther 
S.C.S. Office or thl' County 
Extension Offict- in Adair , 
Adam~. Clarke, DE-catur. Ring­
gold, Taylor or Union Counties. 
or at the R.C.&D. or Area 
Extension Olfirl's in Creston. 

~~~~ 
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The Soil Conservation SE'r 
vice will present a summary of 
the planning on White Breast 
Creek Watershed at a public 
meeting to be held Thursday, 
January 21 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
ASCS Office, 822 North Main 
Street, Osceola. 

Commercial exhibih and t'dU· 
rational displays will be included 
1n the ~how . according to 
Schnoor 

The -;how i' 'ponsored by tht> 
SouthE-rn Iowa Conservation Til· 
loge Committl'c Iowa State Um 
versity Extension Service, Soil 
Conservation Districts and 

Don Short, Chairman of the 
Watershed Directors, says the 
meeting is being called in re 
spons~ to a notice by Soil 
Conservation Service officials 
that planning on White BrE-ast 
Creek will be terminated unless 
just cause can be given for an 
extension. 

Keith Edwards. District Con 
>ervationist for Clarke County 
Soil Conservation District, says 
that Jim Reel. Soil Conservation 
Service planning m Des Moines, 
will persent the summary. 

U.S.D.A. agenrie' art- cooperat 
ing in developing the show 
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A planning authonzallon was 

approved for the White Breast 
Creek Water~hed project 
through Public Law 566 on 
August 4, 1971 

Th1rty six different alterna­
tives were evaluated No eco­
nomically feasible alternative 
was determ1ned Therefore, 
plannmg authortzallon for the 
White Brea.~t Creek Watershed 
1S hereby terminat<'d 

Local sponsors for the White 
Breast Creek project were the 
Clarke County Soil Conservation 
Board. Lucas County Soil Con­
~>ervallon District and the Lucas 
County Board of Supervisors. 
William J. Brune. SCS, 693 
Federal Building. Des Momes, 
Iowa 50309. 

~kt...-"'-L 
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State 'First' Attempted -
TOP SOIL: Even with the glue of lee dlat _ _.. 
much of southern Iowa, strong wiods continue to 
blow topsoil from faD plowed fields onto mow 

4rifta. The ... ve pkture, taken aoutbwe.t of 
Oeceola, •bows aome of the rerults as it blackens 
snow along the ri3ht-i>f·way. 

~J~ 
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Seeder Available toFar~ners 

Name Adrian Fuller 
NeLD S I C OG Presidenl 

Adrian Fullor or rurnl Oact."'ia, 
w .. f'"lfW"tcd to •ttrv(IIUI Prol!l•d.,nt 

of the Southern town Council on 
Govt.~rnmont.tt. nt th(Jir annual 
mooting. hold Tue•day. March 16 

In ( 'lt•ar- fJ••Itl 

S/C'()G rf•prt• "''u(r u •t'"''" 
ruunty ltrt•n in Suu t ht,rn luwn . 
wtl IJ t lu· 1-HUJJnlu· ul JlrnpnrlnK 
lnlormutl•m ffJr t.·uuuuunlfy pr~J 
}l>Ct l(rnnt fund,. fen- t Ju- rom 
munillf'H it ""'rV4'"'· luduri•·•J In 
tlu• ·"''" .. u t·uunti''" utt•: 1\rluh 
Adntru•. ClurJq,, l>t•t·;lllll" lllu11 

KOitJ. 'l'Hylur Hnd llnlun. 

I 

~ '' far a~ l know. C'larke 
County is the fir~t m Iowa to 
coml' up w1th an arrangement 
~urh a' thl'," 'rud Alan Teel, 
County Extenston Director 

T('cl w~ rcfering to the three· 
way working agreement be 
t wc!'n the Clarke County Con-

servation Board, the Soil Con· 
~ervation District and the 
County Extension office to make 
available to county farmer~ a 
Haybuster M1cro Seedt:r The 
ptece of equipment wru. pur 
chased to improve pa'>lures in 
the county by providing a pi!'re 

tJ~~~ 
tJ7~ IJ; ltf/'.;J.. 

0 '\ OJ 'iP LA l · T he Ha) bu~ter Micro Seeder was oo dhpla) this 
Wl'«'k b) t h!' Clarke County Conservation Board. The un it may be 
rt-ntt•d b) counh farmer~> for ~teeding operations. 

Clarke County Board Proceedings 
Oec·..,ola, Iowa M,,r, h H. 1NH2 

Tht• Board of Super-vb•or1 of Clarkt.· <.:ounty, Zuwn rru.•l fJUrN.unnl to 
law, thor uJo• .,, aaid Board und ht ndjourrunt•nt Mt'rnt.,,,.,. prt· "t!Mt: 
Loonard Sfcl'ka.. Floyd F:. Mo~ton antJ lAtlnnd II unt 

J-"ARM TO MARKE'r IU ;SO J .U I 'ION 
D~ I T R£SOl..VF.O that thtt &nrd of Supt,rvhu-rt; of Clnrk<-• 

County, Iowa on thle 12th dny F("tbruRry, IOH2, fniUutHJt und 
rncoommonda that t.ho CoUowlng proj~LN bt· llf,Jlrov-'d by Lht' 1owo 
Oopartmont of Tranl!'lportution lnr lrnprov.:•OHlot with f''urrn tu 
Markot Punde. ~ ft furthor roHolvnd thut I hh• n·Nolut fun b<·cumt•"' 
void U 110 work. usJnK Pnrm to Morkf't lund11, he lnhlnh1tl wlthin fiv.-~ 
yf'"ars of the ubove dtHf' 

rc.~m F.M . Proj~ct T ypf" o l work a n d l-~•l-hnat4-.l I ·~'f\K'llt N o Rt No. Numb~r L oC"'atfon o f t•roJ~ • t ( 'uHt 
J fl -48 FM 20(3) Enl(fn4'fH'ht~ UrldJC4' sr.:! 1~1u . uo ., .r.· 

locat4td ut l •· NW < ··•r 
• sw•/. sw•, .. 

St·t' ·~~ 71 ~r. 

'l'h•• <~nnu11l ,.,.,,, iu~o;. t ll'•ir 
lt•nt It unniv•·r•urv. w,,. •H e t•tttl••tl 
by fn t •r tJ.-; JH•f.lfuth lt·uuJ 1 lu• 
'"''"''" rnuttt i•·•· It-ullin Sn- 11nk., ul 
tlut Sull C.ttftl!if't'V/tllutJ Rt·rvt•;•~ - •• - ···- -· - . -
~J•.L...tbJ.,;..,_Atu ... , ~---- • u-----~---------- "' u ?H "'""" ~,n, t • to~nM&fli14•rfru.:. Urhllu• .t.t L f.CXLOU ..!..l•l 

of equ1pment that 1~ e>pecially 
built for ~eedtng in no-till, 
mimmum till or conventional 
pa.,ture ..et-dmg situnt1ons 

Purch~e of· the seeder was 
madt- po,sible by n grant from 
the Iowa Conwrvation Commis­
sion m the amount of $7,500 
through monies made available 
through ~ales of the Wildlife 
Hubitat 'tamp.,, The .,eeder, that 
~l'lls for $9,100, will have the 
bulance of the price made up by 
rt.>nting 1t to fnrmers in the 
county who hnve need of a drill 
that is versntile and heavy duty. 

Thl' Con.,Prvation Board plans 
to u-.e thl' \Ceder to plant wildlife 
areas with warm season gras~es 
to ilid in providing cover for 
hntrhing and wildlife 

Scheduling of the planter will 
be done through the Soil Conser· 
vat1on office. A charge of $6 per 
ane of seedmg will be mnde with 
tht• fee chargl'd to go toward 
rcpnymt•nt of th<' mitial cost of 
thl' pi!'fe of equipment. Any 
moniP• madl• in t>~res• of this will 
be ust•d fur t'ducatlonal purpo~es. 
Promotion or the l'l·eder will b., 
don£' through lhl• Extension 
offit·e. 

S\\ ath and is 
hnavy t.•nnugh to bt~ US.t•d i.n. aU ' 
t)'&-•r.~ <•f 8ltultlion' A to...,.tng 
Pllf.:kllJ.:" t-. JHlf"l uf t tu• unl\ lor 
.. ~;''Y \ rnn•pnrt '"K (rom fnrrn to 
l.tu-n,, 

"'\Vu lnn•!J'''1 ,, \u\ nf u•n~t· for 
u. ""'''' '" t\.us.cu .. t and S.t·p 
lt·nth''f' wht·t·,., tl t'l\n pn ..... i.b\y b'' 
H••·d lot· Jlt.t•t•dtnK •·y, ·r Ul p\l\\;.\.~1" 
wht·.-.., "'"''K" hn• b,.,.,, ('U\ ."' h'-' 
•nhl . 

"Wn tn.vll,, nrt~u lnrmt•r~ \.o 
aUtt·n,l u n"'''\lht( unit whh.•h w\\1 
h,, ht•lel &\\ t h" -, , H buihhn~ on 
'\'hur~~odny, r.tnr,·h 2,5, Th,· --.'-'"'"'\on 

1 wi\\ lit nrt n1 l s• "'· fttlti Stt·vt.• 
Ha1·nhnt·t" pn~~otut-t'• IJfH•c\nU~l [rom 
1uwn Stnht \ lntv'"'f'h&\ v. w\\\ b4.• 
flrt~•.,nt tu U.ntt.w•!r c.\ut~!'io\\t'n"'.u 
'l t·t;\ alutl. 
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. Cl k Co t B d P oceed"1ngs Z~~~g~rjqsi~~::i~~\h: u~~~~~~ Name Adrian Fuller 
New SICOG President 

Adrian Fuller of rural Osceola, 
was elected to serve as President 
of the Southern Iowa Council on 
Governments, at their annual 
meeting, held Tuesday, March 16 

in Clearfield. 
SICOG represents a seven 

county area in Southern Iowa, 
with the purpose of preparmg 
lllformation for community pro­
ject grant funds for the com 
munities it serves. Included in 
the seven counties are Ada1r, 
Adams, Clarke, Decatur, Ring 
gold, Taylor and Union 

Adrian Fuller 

The annual meetmg, their 
tenth anniversary, was attended 
by over 65 persons from the 
seven counties. Rollin Swank, of 
the Soil Conservation Servi~e 
was the guest speaker, talking 
on the formation of SICOG in 
1971. 

Other elected officers to the 
SICOG Executive Board were: 
Vice President Robert Brunch of 
Decatur County, Secretary Dean 
Davis of Adam& County and 
Treasurer Dale Jurgens of 
Taylor County 

In each county. there is a 
steering committee, made up of 
elected officials m both county 
and city government~ Clarke 

'-1 . J Counties Steering Committee b 
If). ; . 0~ made up of Chairman Adrian 
uu~ Fuller, Vice Chairman Lyle PPr-

'"Ph If .:?3 / 7 !" ..:< sels. and members Bob Wright, 
// /~1 I Leonard Siefkas, Walter John 

son, Clayton Scott and Tom 
O'Neall. 

In Clarke County la~t year, 
SICOG was responsible for get 
ting an EDA grant to raise the 
dam on East Lake and grants for 
the terrace project above the 
We~t Lake Watt>rsht>d. 

This year, according to Fuller, 
the number one prior1ty of the 
Clarke County Stt>ering Com 
mittee, will be to up date the I 
Clarke County Comprehensive 
Plan. 

SICOG is in the pr()(;css of 
helping five communities in 
Decatur County with a waste 
water project. Prior to th1s year, 
grants had to go through the 
Housing and Urban Develop 
ment program, howevt>r this 
year, grants must be approved 
through OPP, and they. are m 
the process of reorganizing the 
rules and criteria for community 
grants. SICOG ~hould know 
more about the criteria in May of 
this year 

ar e un y oar r t•asy lran~porting from farm to 
farm. 

Osceola, Iowa March 8, 1982 
The Board of Supervisors of Clarke County. Iowa met pursuant to 

Jaw, the rules of said Board and to adjournment. Members present: 
Leonard Siefkas, Floyd E. Mason and Leland Hunt. 

FARM TO MARKET RESOLUfiON 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Supervisors of Cla.rke 

County, Iowa on this 12th day February. 1982, initiates and 
recommends that the following projects be approved by the Iowa 
Department of Transportation for improvement with Farm to 
Market Funds. Be it further resolved that this resolution becomes 
void if no work, using Farm to Market funds, is initiated within five 
years of the above date. 

Item 
No. 
1 

2 

3 

F.M. 
Rt. No. 
H-48 

H-28 

H-28 

Project 
Number 
FM-20(3} 

Tyt>P of work and Estimated Length 
Location of Project Cost 
Engineering, Bridge $52,790.00 42.5' 
located at the NW Cor. 
SW•t. SW•t. 
Sec. 22-71·25 

FM-20(4) Enginet>ring, Bridge $41,500.00 32' 
located at the NW Cor. 
SW'/• NW'/• 
Sec. a. 72-25 

FM-20(5} Engineering, Bridge $42,500.00 32' 
located at NW Cor. 
SW 1

/• SE1/a Sec. 
34-73-25 

Leland Hunt offered and moved the adopt1on of the resolution, 
seconded by Floyd E. Mason. Upon roll call the vote was: "Ayes": 
Leland Hunt, Floyd E. Mason and Leonard Siefkas. "Nays": None. 

Leonard Siefkas, Chairman 
I, Emil L. Rinderspacher, Auditor in and for Clarke County. Iowa 

do hereby certify the above and foregoing to be a true and exact 
copy of a resolution passed and approved by the Board of 
Supervisors of Clarke County, Iowa at its meeting on February 12, 
1982. 

Auditor' Emil L. Rinderspacher 
REVENUE SHARING HEARING 

The Revenue Sharing hearing convened at 10:00 A.M. February 
17, 1982, in the Supervisor's room, Clarke County Courthouse. 
Board members present: Leonard Siefkas, Chairman; Leland Hunt 
and Floyd E. Mason. 

Leonard Siefkas announced to those in attendance that the 
Revenue Sharing money for the fiscal year 1982-83 was $127,174.00. 

Richard Carson and Adrian Fuller requested funds to help 
supJ?Ort the soil conservation programs, namely to hire two soil 
conservation technician aides to help farmers apply soil conscrva· 
!ion practices. 

Discussion followed after which Leonard Siefkas adjourned the 
meeting. 

Signed this 17th day of February, 1982. 
Attest: Emil L. Rinderspacher Chairman: Leonard Siefkas 
(Clarke Co. Auditor} (Bd. of Supervisors) 

~~~ 
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"We for!'we a lot of u~age for 
it, even in Augu~t and Sep 

I tt>mber where it can po..,sibly be 
1 U<.t>d for ~Peding rye in places 

whert• \ihge has lx>en cut." he 
said. 

"We invite area farmers to 
attend a meeting on it which will 
lx> held at the ·1 ·H building on 
Thursday, March 25. The seo;s1on 
will start at I p.m. and Steve 
Barnhart, pasture specialist from 
Iowa State University, will be 
prest>nt to answer questions," 
TCt'l said 



Editorially Speaking-

A Bit of Tomorrow 

During the next few weeks huge 
billowing clouds of dust wi ll be 
seen swirling through the air 
Underneath, tractors will be criss­
crossing fields tilling the soli . 

Urban newspapers will publish 
stories pointing out that enough 
land is being lost each year 
through erosion and conversion to 
feed, clothe and provide lumber 
annually for more than 850,000 
people, that's more than twice the 
number living in the greater Des 
Moines area. 

The emotion-filled stories will 
leave impressions in urban 
dwellers' minds that farmers are 
poor stewards of the soil. Such 
stories will be printed In news­
papers and shown on television 
and people will believe. 

During the past 18 months 
almost every major U.S. news­
paper has prominently featured 
stories about soi I conservation 
problems. Newspapers like the 
Wall Street Journal , New York 
Times , Washington Post and 
Chicago Tribune. 

In a Los AngeiE~s Times editorial 
last July it was noted that grad-

~~ lA.r .').. ;;J. I I q ? :J-

ually we are doing to ourselves 
what no external enemy has ever 
been able to achieve . The editorial 
concluded that the wasting of our 
land Is as much a threat to America 
as any foreign army or ideology. 

City folks are getting worried 
about the soil loss in the country. 
They are worried about their future 
abilities to obtain food in their 
supermarkets . And they are start­
Ing to form pressure groups to 
lobby in Congress for nationwide 
soli conservation laws. 

Here In Iowa more than half of 
our 21 million acres devoted to 
corn and soybeans were planted 
through crop residue on top of the 
soli. That's good. But there is still 
more land that can be planted 
without using the mold board 
plow 

Farmers must voluntarily 
practice soli erosion control 
measures or there are many people 
who would have such practices 
mandated 

It is not just soil that is washing 
or blowing away , It is a bit of 
tomorrow. 

IOWA : SOIL-LOSS LEADER 

More and more people are 
becoming aware of the fact that 
American's farmland Is being 
threatened by erosion, and that 
something needs to be done 
quickly if this Invaluable resource 
Is to be protected . What many 
Iowans might not know, however, 
Is that the state actually leads the 
nation In total soli erosion losses . 

That unpleasant fact was 
pointed out In a recent news 
release by Robert Werner, assis­
tant soil commissioner for Powe­
shlek County. Current soil loss 
averages at least 1 0 tons per acre 
per year In Iowa, more than twice 
the rate of new soli being formed . 

To say that this Is a dangerous 
situation Is an understatement. 
Topsoil loss greatly reduced the 
productivity of land. And, as 
erosion continues, the length of 
time for land to recover Its original 
productivity Increases and the 
problems of feeding so many 
become almost insurmountable, 
all measures to preserve the pro­
ductivity of crop-producing land 
must be taken 

According to Werner, options 
available for erosion control in­
clude continuous pasture, crop 

rotation, contouring, terrace con­
struction and the most obvious, 
conservation tillage, which is the 
most economical and lasting solu­
tion. 

"If used to its fullest potential , It 
would most likely bring soil losses 
below the break-even of five tons 
per acre per year on most land ," 
Werner said . Conservation tillage 
allows farmers to avoid the prac­
tice of plowing twice a year. As 
Werner pointed out , the practice 
can be used immediately and at 
little or no additional cost. 

Moreover, crop yields are usual­
ly equal to or higher than they are 
with conventional tillage. And the 
technique reduces machinery In­
vestment and operating costs. 
With all these advantages, it Is no 
surprise that more farmers are 
moving away from tillage. It is a 
practice that makes sense both 
immediately and In the long term . 
Given the urgency of tho world 's 
hunger problem and food short­
age, advice to employ reduced 
tillage or no-tillage methods 
should be taken to heart-If Iowa 
is to remain the breadbasket of the 
world . 

-Grinnell Herald-Register 

~~):(\~ 
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Fuller, Yuva 
To Kentucky 

Adrian FuUer of Osceola, 
chairman of the Southern Iowa 
Council of Governments execu­
tive Board and Gary Yuva, 
SICOG Director from Creston, 
attended the 16th Annual Con­
ference 9f the National Associa­
tion of Regional Councils May 16 
through 19. The Conference was 
held in Louisville, Kentucky at 
the Commonwealth Convention 
Center . 

Much of their time was spent 
attending wor kshops dealing 
with ways of working on projects 
for the seven-county area served 
by SICOG. 

Highlights included the key­
note address by John Y. Brown, 
J r. , Governor of the Common­
wealth of Kentucky, and an 
address by Mayor Andrew 
Young of Atlanta, Georgia, 
formerly U.S. Ambassador to 
the United Nations under Presi· 
dent Carter. 

Sightseeing included a tour of 
Louisville, with stops at the J . B. 
Speed Art Museum, Louisville 
Museum of History and Science, 
Locust Grove, a lovely 1790 
Georgian home; and an afternoon 
at Churchill Downs. 

V~-::i~ 
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Franklin Township Farmer-

Sold on 'No Till' Operation 
A staunch advocate of no-till 

farming and becoming more con·· 
vinced all the time that it is the 
method all farmers will use in the 
future is 77-year old Bryan Bay 
of Franklin Township. 

The former Missourian has 
been on his farm located five 
miles south of Woodburn for the 
past 10 years and has had t he 
opportunity to compare what has 
been happening to farms-first 
tn M1ssouri and then in Iowa, 
when it comes to soil loss. 

"Soil loss in areas of southern 
Missouri has become so severe 
that it cannot produce crops 
sufficient to pay for the cost of 
the seed and fertilizer ," he said. 

"And this has happened in my 
lifetime " 

He pomted out that the pres· 
sure on farmers to constantly 
produce more, to put marginal 
land into row crops and the 
failure to practice good soil 
conservation on ground that 
demands either contour farming 
or terracing has increased tht 
rate of soil erosion dramatically. 

To counter this, Bay has 
initiated a program of conserva­
tion that incorporates conserva­
tion on the 300 acres that 
comprise his farm . His latest. 
interest is a 25 acre plot of 
ground on which he has practiced 
no-till farming for corn. During 

SIX FEET mGH: An April 28 p.lant.iJlg dau hu helped this corn to 
be of the siz.e it should by July 4. Byron Bay shows what no-till 
farming has accomplished on his 25 acre experimental plot. The 
77 -year old Franklin Township farmer is a staunch advocate of 
conservation measures and reports that contour farming is part of a 
planned program to maintain soil fertility. 

the past five years he has 
replanted to corn each year and 
this year, the sixth year, the 
corn is one of the few fields in the 
county that was planted on time 
and has withstood the heavy 
rains that have covered much of 
the county. 

He feels that the corn, planted 
April 28, is above average in 
quality and is probably one of the 
few fields that is at an average 
height for the first week in July. 
Bay stated that because of the 
no-till practices that have been 
used on the 25·acre plot, that 
practically no soil has been lost 
due to the amount of cover and 
the fact that corn has been 
planted on the contour of the 
sloping ground. 

"For people who are aware of 
the need for conservation, no-till 
farming is the most effective 
method I have every seen," he 
said. "And we've got to go to it in 
the next few years or we will see 
Iowa ground in the same shape 
as in the area of Missouri I came 
from where ground cash rents 
for $30 an acre because it has 
eroded to the point that it can no 
longer produce." 

Of the 300 acres on the Bay 
farm. 41 acres are in timber, 160 
acres devoted to row crops, 10 to 
pasture and the balance in alfal­
fa. This is presently being 
farmed by neighbors with Bay 
maintaining his 25 acres in corn. 

Bays background is one in 
education and a continuing 
interest in farming. A graduate 
of the Unviersity of Missouri, he 
taught school from 1922 to 
1969- a total of 47 years before 
retirement. He taught mathe-­
matics, English and social stu­
dies and also served as a chemist 
during World War II years. 

His farming experience came 
as a younster and later during 
summer months during vaca­
tions. 

He feels that attention must be 
drawn to the needs for conser­
ving soil if America is to continue 
to rely upon its most basic 
industry- farming- and be sue 
cessful in this pursuit. 

It is fortunate that the conser­
vationists have a strong ally in 
attempting to get the message to 
Iowans. 

' 
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Soil Conservation -

A 'Must'for ALL Americans 
It is often said that Iowa has lost hall its topeoil due to erosion 

over the years. There is some truth to this , but erosion is not 
the only factor that contributes to eoil lose. 

Topsoil is lost by water erosion, wind erosion aod oxidation of 
organic matter. Each of these occurs naturally, however, most 
fonns of Iowa agriculture increase the rate of eoll loss. 

Soils on steep slopes that have been cropped with minimum 
conservation practices have lost 40 to 8() percent of their topsoil 
from water erosion. 

Water erosion occurs on s loping laod when raindrops detach 
soil particles by striking exposed or incompletely vegetated 
soil. These detached particles move downslope in runoff that 
occurs when rainfaU exceeds the soil's capacity to absorb it . The 
steeper the slope, the greater the potential for soil erosion. 

Soil erosion by wind occurs when the force of wind blowing 
over unprotected soil is great enough to detach soil particles. 

These detached partides are blown against other soil partic:lea 
and the erosion process accelerates. 

Oxidation of topsoil decreases organic: matter of all Iowa 
eoils. Tillage exposes the soil to increased amounta of oxygen 
aod aleo increases the extent of the wetting aod drying of the 
soil. These processes accelerate the rate of organic matter lo11 
in the form of carbon dioxide. Soils that have been contl.nuoully 
cropped contain only about haU as much organic matter u 
similar soils maintained under native vegetation. 

Clarke County farmers aod businessmen are actively 
supporting National Soil Conservation Week, September 19 
through 25. In an effort to promote soil conservation in Clarke 
County, a list of area farmers pradicl.ng No-Tillage farming c:an 
be found on page seven of this issue of the Sentinel, along with 
those businesses supporting their efforts: Hy· Vee Food Store, 
Clarke County .State Bank, FArmers Co-op Association, 
Production Credit Association, Osceola State Dank, Barrett 
International, Osceola Farm and Home, Sport Wade, Inc., 
federal Land Bank and Saylor·Cooley Grain. 
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Money Leaves County 

As Watershed Projects Lag 
Soil conservation measures on 

the surrounding farmland are 
improving the water quality of 
West Lake m Clarke County. 
says Keith Edwards, district 
conservationist for the Soil Con· 
servation Service. 

In 1981 funds were obtained 
from the Soil Conservation Ser· 
vices Resource Conservation and 
Development Program to begin 
protection measures at West 
Lake. This is a three year 
program to install on-land treat· 
ments to control sediment 
conting into the lake. 

Best-management practices 
are applied on the land in the 
watershed as landowners enter 
into contracts with the Clarke 
County Soil Conservation Dis­
rict. Cost-share rates of 75 
percent are available to land· 
owners for the on-land treat­
ment. 

Three of tlle 43 landowners 
s1gned work agreements for in· 
!lallation of best management 
practices in 1982, Edwards 
noted. Work completed includes 
14.717 feet of terraces. 

West Lake, located two miles 
west of Osceola. was formed in 
1933 as an impoundment near 
Osceola. 

The lake bas serious water 
quality problems such as exces· 
sive algae growth, turbidity. 
taste and odor problems in the 
water and fish, low dissolved 

oxygen levels and sedimentation. 
The soorce of the lake's water 

quality problems 1s pollution 
from the 6.350 acre watershed, 
which is 8() percent cropland 
The amount of sediment de· 
livered to the lake has been 
estimated at nearly 44,900 tons 
per year. Runoff water also 
transports large quantities of 
phosphorus and nitrogen into the 
lake 

Edwards says the treatments 
being implemented should re· 
store quality to the lake and 
reduce erosion m the farmland of 
the watershed. 

Federal grant money allocated 
to Clarke County in 1982 for the 
West Lake Watershed project 
was $108,000. Cost-share rates 
to the land owners was 75 
percent for on-land treatment. 
or this total amount granted, 
only three land owners parhci· 
pated In the fir st year, spending 
$28,557.64 in government funds 
of a total construction cost of 
$35,697.05. 

With the year ending, Ed· 
wards has turned back $60,000 of 
the original grant of $108,000 to 
be used in other Southern Iowa 
counties. 

"I don't like to see the grant 
money leave the county." com­
mented Edwards. "and now we 
will have to work extra hard to 
keep within our t ime frame of 
three years to complete the 
project." 
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Sept. 19-26 designated 
Soil Conservation Week 
Conservation improves West 

Lake 
Soil conservation measures 

on the surrounding farmland 
are improving the water 
quality of West Lake in Clarke 
county, says Keith Edwards, 
district conservationist for the 
Soil Conservation Service. 

In 1981 funds were obtained 
from the Soil Conservation 
Services resource conserva­
tion and development pro· 
gram to begin protection 
measures at West Lake. This 
is a 3-year program to install 
on-land treatments to control 
sediment coming into the lake. 

Best-management practices 
are applied on the land in the 
watershed as landowners 
enter into contracts with the 
Clarke County Soil Conserva­
tion District. Cost-share rates 
of 75 percent are available to 
landowners for the on-land 
treatment. 

Three of the 43 landowners 
signed work agreements for 
installation of best- manage­
ment practices in 1982, 

Edwards noted. Work com­
pleted includes 13,917 feet of 
terrace~. 

West Lake, located 2 miles 
west of Osceola, was formed 
m 1933 as an impoundment 
near Osceola. 

The lake has serious water 
quality problems such as 
excessive algae growth, tur­
bidity, taste and odor prob­
lems in the water and fish, low 
dissolved oxygen levels and 
sedimentation. 

The source of the lake's 
water quality problem~ JS 

pollution from the 6.350 acre 
watershed, wh1ch is 80 
percent cropland. 

The amount of sediment 
delivered to the lake has been 
estimated at nearly 44,900 
tons per year. Run-off water 
also transports large quanti­
ties of phosphorus and 
nitrogen into the lake. 

Edwards says the treat­
ments being implemented 
should restore quality to the 
lake and reduce erosion 10 the 
farmland of the watershed. 
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A.sghar A. Chowdhery Begins 

Clarke County Soil Survey 
The Standard Soil Survey of 

Clarke County has started, ac 
cording to Keith Edwards of the 
Clarke County Soil Conservation 
Service 

Asghar A. Chowdhery of Paki­
stan has been transferred from 
Fairfield to head the soil survey 
operations in Clarke County 
Chowdhery, a graduate of Agn 
cultural University in 1962, com 
pleted his Master's degree spe· 
cialization in Soil Science in 1964. 
He has worked as an Assistant 
Soil Survey Research Officer in 
the Reconnaissance Soil Survey 
Project of Pakistan before 
coming to the U.S. in 1970 Prior 
to his present job with the Soil 
Conservation Service, he was 
employed by a chemical company 

in Oh1o for five year~ . He and his 
wife, Shamim have three daugh· 
ters, Umbreen, 12: .Noreen, nine; 
and Robina. six. 

Soil survey is made by the 
cooperativ<' efforts of Soil Con 
servation Service, and Iowa 
Agriculture Experiment Station 
The financing of soil survey 
operattons is ~hared by the 
county, stnte and federal govern 
ment. The laboratory work, 
special studies and public inform· 
ation programs are supported by 
Iowa Stat(' University and the 
Cooperativr Extension Service, 

The objectivt- of the soil sur 
vey i& to makE' availablr soil~ 
mformation for u~e by farmers, 
conservation officials, contrac 
tor:~, land appraisers and real 

({5~~~ 
~~c21; 19~ 2--

tors, recreation planners, etc. 
The soil scientists make this 

soil survey by observing land­
scapes, slope changes, type of 
vegetation, drainage patterns 
and probing the soil to a depth of 
4 to 6 feet to determine natural 
intPrnal drainage, erosion, soil 
:;tructure, and the content of 
sand, silt and clay. This informa­
tion IS recorded on aerial photo 
graphs at a scale of four inches 
equal to one mile. 

During the !aU of this year, soil 
SCientists will be working in 
different parts of the county to 
make a preliminary list of map· 
ping unit legend and also coUect 
samples for laboratory analyses. 

Upon completion of soil sur­
vey, a soil survey report will be 
published. The soil survey report 
will be available to farmers, 
realtors, bankers and other in­
terested parties free of any cost. 
The soil sucvey report will 
contain the soil maps of the 
county and the descriptions of 
the soils as weU as interpreta· 
tions about the uses of the soils 
for different purposes. 



Begin 4 -Year Inventory 
Of Soil Types in County 
A four· year effort to inventory 

all of the soil types in Clarke 
County will commence offic1ally 
Wednesday. October 6 during a 
"First Acre" ceremony at the 
Clarke County Fairgrounds. 
grounds. · 

State and federal soil conser­
vationists will join city and 
county officials in the com­
memorative program marking a 
major update of the outmoded 
soil survey compiled in 1926. 

The program will start at 10:00 
a.m. and will include William J. 
Brune, State Conservationist, 
Soil Conservation Service and 
James Gulliford. Director. State 
Department of Soil Conserva­
tion, both from Des Moines. 
Clifford Stille, Macedonia, a 
member of the Iowa Soil Conser­
vation Committee, Or. John 
Pesek. Head of Agronomy De­
partment, and Gerald Miller, 
Extension Agronomist, Iowa 
State University, Ames. will 
represent cooperating agencies 
assisting the Clarke County soil 
~urvey. 

(9~~ 
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The bnef ceremony will mark 
the first acre to be rncluded in 
the Clarke County soil survey. 
The soil survey team, under the 
dire<:tion of A ghar Chowdhery. 
the soil survey party leader. will 
map all 274,496 acres of Clarke 
County. Alan Tee), County Ex 
tension 01rector for Clarke 
County. stated that the soils 
inventory will be accomplished 
by the soil surveyors walking 
across all the land in the county 
and observing the characteristics 
of the soil and the soil patterns 
on the land. The informat1on will 
be recorded on aerial photo­
graphs. 

Tee I said "Clarke County IS the 
94th county in Iowa to start a 
modern soil survey. Seventy­
three counties have completed 
soil surveys and 20 counties 
are currently bemg surveyed. 
Five counues have nartrng dates 
scheduled between now and 
1984." 

Teel said that copies of each 
photograph will be available in 
the County Soil Conservation 
Office. After the fieldwork for 
the soil survey is completed. all 
of the soil maps will be published 
Ill booklet form and copies will be 
distributed to county residents. 

All county residents are in­
vited to attend th& "First Acre" 
ceremony . 

~ 
BEGIN SOIL SURVEY: Steve Erut and A. ghar Cbowdhery check 
over their Clarke County maps, before llta.rting work on tbe eoil 
survey for tbe county. Erut, a native of Dlinola Ia a eoil Kientiat 
with Iowa State UnlvenitJ. Prior tD comloa tD Osceola be bad 
been working lo Decator County. Cbowdhery Ia a native of 
Paldsi&D and employed bJ the U.S. SoU CouenadoD SerYic:e. Tbe 
1urvey Ia .Iitted tD nna focu yean tluougb December of IIMIG. 
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Hold Clarke County First Acre 

Soil Survey Ceremony, Wednes. 
The first acre ceremony for the 

standard soil survey in Clarke 
County, was held Wednesday 
morning, October 6 with Clarke 
County Extension Director Alan 
Teel and Clarke County Soil 
Conservation Director Keith 
Edwards present along with 
several guests. 

The soil survey, to take place 
in Clarke County, stems from an 
agreement made by the Clarke 
County Board of Supervisors, 
the State of Iowa and the U.S. 
Soil Conservation Service, each 
paying a third of the cost of the 
survey. 

Clarke County's share of the 
project amounts to approximate· 
ly $68,000. over a four year 
period that the survey and 

mapping IS being conducted. 
William J. Brune. State Con· 

servationist with the Soil Con 
servation Department. empha­
sized to the Clarke County 
farmers to take advantage of the 
survey, and work the land to its 
best use. He commended the 
people involved With gettmg the 
survey underway. remarking 
that Clarke was one of six left in 
the state to begm a modern soil 
survey. 

James Gulliford, D1rector of 
the Iowa Department of SoH 
Conservation explained to 
those present, to use the surveys 
as planning devices not only for 
agricultural needs, but for resi 
dential planning. 

Gerald Miller, Extension 
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Agronomist at Iowa State Uni· 
versity told listeners that the 
maps should begin to be available 
to land owners in approximately 
18 months from the local Soil 
Conservation Office and there 
many uses in tillage, fertiliza­
tion, drainage, yield goals and 
herbicide management. 

Asghar Chowdhery, who will 
be doing the actual· mapping in 
Clarke County along with Steve 
Ernst, explained that 9ver 27 4, 
560 acres of Clarke County land 
will be studied and mapped in the 
survey. The previous soil survey 
m Clarke County was conducted 
in 1923, with only eight different 
soil types identified at that time. 
According to Asghar, with all the 
new modern technology, he feels 
there will be over 108 different 
soil types plotted in the Clarke 
County area. 

Others present for the cere· 
mony were: Richard Carson, 
Chairman of the Clarke County 
Soil Conservation District Com­
mission; Clifford Still, Chairman 
of the State Soil Conservation 
Committee; and Dr. John Pesek, 
Head of the Agronomy Depart­
ment at Iowa State University. 
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SOIL SURVEY CEREMONIES: Present lor the 
Clarke County Soil Survey Ceremonies held 
Wednesday morning, October 6 at tbe Clarke 
Countv Fairruouads were: Back row, Dr. J ohn 

Pesek, William Bruae, James Galliford , Clifford 
Stille, Alan Tee) and Keith Edwards; Front row, 
Richard Carson, Gerald Miller and A.p.r 
Chowdhery. 

Select Terraces 
That Best Fit 

Your Farm 
Several types of terraces are 

available so farmers can fit 
terraces to their land and farm· 
ing operations, says Dale Chide­
ster conservationist with the 
USDA Soil Conservation Service 
(SCS). 

A farmer should weigh the 
advantages and disadvantages of 
the various terrace types and 
decide which best fits his farm 
Chidester says. The SCS gives 
free technica.l advice to help 
farmers determine which ter· 
races are best. 

All terraces operate on the 
principle of cutting long slopes 
into a series of shorter slopes to 
reduce erosion. All are designed 

to bold two inches of runoff 
water from the area above. 

The narrow-base terrace has 
become popular recently and can 
be used on slopes up to 14 
percent. Its side view is triangu­
lar with two sides grassed. This 
type is cheaper to build than 
others because only about half as 
much soil is moved. However, 
the narrow-base terrace takes 
about four rows out of production 
and may be more difficult to 
maintain than the others. 

The broad-base terrace takes 
no land out of production and has 
been used for about 40 years in 
Iowa. This type of terrace 
shouldn't be used on slopes 
steeper than 8 percent. The 
slopes on the downhill side of the 
terrace are steeper than before it 
was built. Construction costs for 
broad-base terraces are high 
because of the amount of soil 
needed. 

Grass·baekslope terraces are 1 
farmed on the uphill side of the 
terrace with the downhill side 
seeded to grass and taken out of 
production. The slope below the 
terrace becomes fiat over time. 
These terraces can be used on 
slopes up to 18 percent and the 
cost is between that of broad­
base and narrow-base terraces. 

Cost-share funds for building 
terraces are available (rom Agri­
cultural Stabilization and Con­
servation Service (ASCS), local 
conservation districts and some 
county governments. Farmers 
should consider cost-sharing be· 
cause terraces can cost as much 
as $750 per acre. Cost-share 
rates are usually 50/60 but some 
go as high as 75 percent of the 
cost paid by the government. 

Terraces are only part of 
needed conservation systems, 
Chidester points out. Other prac­
tices such as crop rotations and 
conservation tillage likely will be 
needed with terraces. Detailed Z 
information and on-site assess­
ment of terrace needs are avail­
able from Clarke County conser­
vation district office. 
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Control Erosion Through 

Conservation Tillage • 

Conservation tillage is a good 
way for grain farmers to control 
erosion. But those who chop corn 
for silage don't have stalks left .to 
work with. What do they do, or 
what should they do, for erosion 
control? 

A fairly inexpensive, but efiec· 
live idea is an old one-cover 
crops. Interest in cover crops is 
regenerating because a lot of 
farmers are more concerned 
about soil erosion. 

One cover crop being used is 
rye. The rye is seeded in the fall 
and gwes soil protection in the 
winter and spring. 

Cutting the rye as ryelage in 
the spring before planting is a 
possibility for those that can use 
it. 

Another option is to burn the 
rye back with chemicals like 
Paraquat and plant by no-till. 
This gives extended erosion con· 
trol because the dead rye will 
givt! the soil cover as the corn or 
beans grow. 

"It's a good system for the 
no-till farmer," says SCS District 
Conservationist, Keith Edwards. 
'1'he no-till farmer is going to 
use burndown anyway and you 
can't argue with its erosion 
control effectiveness." For 
residual chemical weed control, 
you need to remember that 
atrazine shouldn't be applied so 
heavily that the rye would be 
killed in the fall. 

Rye isn't the only cover crop 
available. Wheat is an option, 
and so is oats. Wheat is used 

fairly commonly as a double crop 
With soybeans m other states, 
where the growing season is 
longer. 

While oats are not used much 
as a cover crop, oats may well be 
the cheapest and best way to go. 
For one thing, they're easy to 
seed and relatively cheap ($1.50-
$2.00/bu.) for field run oats). For 
another, oats are not winter 
hardy. 

The advantage there is that 
the oats will winterkill. Rye is 
winter hardy and can be tough to 
kill in the spring. When the oats 
winterkill. that means they don't 
take moisture out of the soil in 
the )pring. Also, the winter 
killed mulch is easier to get a 
planter through. 

"A cover crop is not a per­
manent solution to erosion pro­
blems," explains Edwards. 
"However, if you seed the fall 
after chopping, it's a lot better 
than plowing or discing or 
leaving the chopped ground 
bare," he points out. The cover 
crop can be seeded no-till in the 
fall without any seed bed prepar­
ations by using a drill designed to 
do planting in crop residues. 
No-till seeding would give the 
best erosion control. 

Edwards says that you should 
get a 76% ground cover by 
winter if you sow or drill the seed 
in September. That kind of 
ground cover will control wind 
erosion and also slow water 
erosion from April through June, 
especially with the no-till 
method. 
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Tree Planning Meeting 

Set for Wednesday, Dec. 8 
For landowners who want 

shelterbelts, farm pond sanc­
tuaries , erosion control mater­
ials, future Christmas trees, 
ongoing fuel wood production, 
and improved wildlife habitat, 
NOW is the time to make plans 
for next springs trees and time to 
place your order. 

the 1983 tree and shrub order 
forms from the State Forest 
Nursery are available now All 
trees are seed lin~ (6 to 18 inches 
tall) Pmes, larch, and walnut 
sell at $6.30 per hundred plants 
Ash, h1ckory. oaks, olives and 
numerous shrubs including lilac 
sell for $5.80 per hundred plants. 

The application order forms 
are available at these locations in 
Clarke County; the Clarke Coun 

/) . I((. j~ ~ ty Conservation Board office at 
0)~ u !LEast Lake County Park, the Soil 
'-'~~'- :2 3 1 /1 Conservation Service office in 
I Osceola (just north of the Dairy 

Queen) and the conservation 
pamphlet display at the south 
entrance to the Courthouse in 
Osceola. 
Application~ are also meluded 

in the November issue of the 
Iowa Conservationist Magazine. 

To a.'lllist landowners m 
planning for their tree needs, a 
public meeting has been sche­
duled for Wednesday, December 
8 at 7:00 p.m. This meeting will 
be held at the small room of the 
4-H Bu1lding on the Falrgrounds 
in north Osceola. The District 
Forester, Steve Swinconos of 
Afton, will be present to advise 
landowners on what to plant and 
how to be successful m growmg 
trees . 

Any questions prior to this 
meeting can be dtrected to John 
Klein at the County Conserva­
tion Board office at East Lake 
Park. 

Report On lnterseeder 
Reports on the first year's 

experience with the interseeder 
purchased jointly by several 
agencies will be given during the 
Monday, December 6 meeting of 
the Interseeder Management 
Committee. The meeting will be 
held at Gus and Tom's Steak 
House at 1 p.m. 

Chairman Fred Redfern will 
call the meeting to order with 
Soil Con!<e"Vationist Keith Ed-

ward~ reportmg on the growing 
season and usage of the seeder. 

Alan Teel. Extcnston director, 
will report on application of th!l 
interseeder during the 1982 year 
and Edward' will giv(' the finan ­
cial report 

Plans for the upcoming season 
will be dtscus,ed and change 10 

policies if nec!'nary govermng 
the intel"'eedt-r, 

No-Till Farming 

Increases in Iowa 
The acreage of Iowa corn and 

soybeans planted by no-till 
methods this year is a 55 percent 
increase from 1981, according to 
estimates from the USDA Soil 
Conservation Service. The prac­
tice was used by 4467 farmers on 
344,480 acres in 1982, compared 
to 3118 farmers on 2'.c2,820 acres 
in 1981. 

"That's almost of 50 percent 
increase in the number of far­
mers trying this soil-saving way 
of farming, and that's what 
encourages us most,.. says 
William Brune, SCS State Con­
servationist. While admitting 
less than four percent of the 
state's farmers are using no-till, 
Brune says the increase means 
more will try it in the future. 
''There's more than triple the 
acreage and number of farmers 
from our 1980 survey, and that 
shows me more and more far· 
mers are seeing it work for thetr 
neighbors," Brune says. 

The SCS survey, made annual­
ly from estimates of SCS district 
conservationists, also shows a 
substantial increase in other 
reduced tillage methods. "We 
found that 16,394,000 acres of 
corn and beans were planted 
without use of the moldboard 
plow." says SCS resource conser­
vationist Mark Berkland. "That's 
almost 75 percent of the row 
cropland." 

The USDA Statistical Report­
ing Service reported 13.7 million 
acres of corn and 8.6 million 
acres of beans planted in Iowa in 
June of this year. 
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The ch1sel plow was used for 
8. 1 million acres and discs or 
other implements were used on 
about 7. 7 million acres. That is a 
20 percent increase from 1981 
The till plant method increased 
from 222,000 acres (1,083 far­
mers) in 1981 to 266,387 acres 
(1255 farmers) this year. The 
1982 figures bring the use of till 
plant back to the 1980 level-use 
of that practice dropped in 1981. 

Leaving cornstalks or bean 
residues on the soil surface year­
round for soil protection was not 
a popular farming pract1ce until 
the 1970's. In the past 10 years, 
Iowa farmers have learned to 
manage crop residues. The trend 
now is to cut as many trips across 
a field out as possible, leaving 
most of the residues on the soil 
surface. The result IS a savings in 
fuel, soil and t1me 
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Report on lnterseeder 
Management for 1982 Year 

The Interseeder Management 
Committee met Monday, De­
cember 6 at the Clarke County 
Courthouse, with members: Jim 
Asmus, Adrian Fuller and Forest 
Lewis present. Others attending 
the meeting and reporting on the 
progress and use of the inter­
seeder were: Alan Tee) from the 
Clarke County Extension Ser­
vice; Keith Edwards of the 
Clarke Soil Conservation Service 
and Ron Whitham, Tom O'Neall, 
Harold Bonnett and John Klein 

(9~~ 
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from the Clarke County Conser 
vation Board 

Edwards reported that mam­
tenance on the interseeder 
averaged 50 cents per acre with 
an anticipated increase to 60 
cents to a dollar for next season. 

It was approved by the com­
mittee to reimburse the Clarke 
County Const:rvation Fund 
$2,850 from the user fees col­
lected to pay the local share of 
the initial purchase cost. 

In another mot1on, it was 
approved to stock approximately 
$200 worth of parts for the 
interseeder next season. 

It was suggested that ex­
perienced users ot the mter­
sooder in each township, help to 
assist their neighbors in the1r 
initial try at interseeding this 
next season. 

In final business, Adrian 
Fuller and Forest Lewis' terms 
on the comm1ttee expire. Fuller 
accepted reappointment while 
Lewis was not able to Jack 
Callison was appointed to fill 
Lewis v a.cancy 

A spring meeting was set for 
Man:h 3, 1983 to make spring 
plans and elect new officers. 

Slate Summer Youth Program 
The County Conservation 

Boards, Soil Conservation Dis­
tricts. and Cooperative Exten­
sion Service will co-sponsor the 
Youth Leadership Conservation 
Program this summer. The 
statewide program is developed 
for high school students who are 
mterested in conservation. Two 
sessions will be offered: June 
20-23, 1983 which will be held at 
the Conservation Education Cen­
ter near Guthrie Center and 
August 1-4, 1983 to be held at the 

State 4-H Center near Madrid. 
A maximum of 50 students will 

be allowed to attend each ses­
sion. The cost of the four day and 
three night program is $50. High 
school students interested in 
attending the Youth Leadership 
Conservation Program should 
contact John Klein of the County 
Conservation Board; Lois Man­
chester of the Soil Conservation 
District; or Alan Tee! of the 
Cooperative Extension o(fice for 
further information. 
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Plan Tillage 

Conf. Jan. 12 
Learn the latest on conserva 

tion tillage systems, the effects 
of soil erosion on yields. econom 
ics of land treatment, and more 
from fellow farmers. conserva­
tionists, and various specialists 
at a conference to be held at 
Northwest Missouri State Uni­
versity, Maryville. M.issoun. 

Twenty-four concurrent ses­
sions. all dealing with various 
aspects (economic, social, techni­
cal, and political) of soil conser­
vation will be offered at a 
conference, "Men-Women-The 
Land: Mid America's Future," 
January 12, 1983. 
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No-Till Show 
Set for Febr.sl 

Weed control, fertilizer use, 
and economics will be the topics 
discussed at the second annual 
Southern Iowa No-Till Show to 
be held on February 5, 1983 at 
Southwestern Community Col 
lege in Creston. 

Speakers during the morning 
program will be Darrell Clark. 
Farmland Industries Agrono­
mist, discussing fertilizer use. 
under no-till and reduced tillage 
situations, and Mike Owens, 
Iowa State University Weed 
Specialist, discussing weed con 
trol in high residue cropping 
systems. A panel of three area 
farmers will tell about their 
experiences with fertilizer and 
herbicides on their farms. 

The afternoon program will 
feature Paul Rosenberry, USDA 
Agricultural Economist, dis 
cussing the economics of no-till 
and reduced tilla~re systems. 
Three area farmers will then tell 
about the economics of their 
no-till cropping systems. 

Commercial and educational 
exhi6its will be available before~ 
the program begins at 9:45a.m .. ~ 
over the noon hour. and at the 
end of the speaking program. 

The show is sponsored by the 
Southern Iowa Conservation 
Tillage Committee of the South­
ern Iowa Resource Conservation 
and Development Area. A 
farmers, Iowa State University 
Extension Service, Soil Conser 
vation Districts, FmHA, 
A.S.C.S .• and Southwestern 
Community College are co­
operating in developing the 
show. 

Admission if free, however. 
lunch tickets must be purchased 
jn advance from the Extension or 
Soil Conservation Service office 
before February l. ----

WHAT'S GOING ON?: Tom Carson peers 
intently Into the Innards of t he Haybuster. The 
picture was taken at the Clarke Community High 
School's vo·ag shop recently u eight people 
gathered to completely tear down and repair the 
i.nteraeeder that was purehased l.ast year. 

-

Interested people working on the project lnclud& 
Adria.o Fuller, Ron Whitha.m, Keith Edwards, Ed 
Robins, Richard Carson, J ohn Klein, Dea.n Fra.otz 
and Tom Carson. The interseeder 'lrill be 
available on a rental basis again tbie apring. 
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Area Farmers to Speak 
At No-Till Show Febr. 5 

Six area farmers will speak on 
two seperate topics at the South­
ern Iowa No-Till Show to be 
held February 5 at Southwestern 
Community College in Creston. 

<.:ra1g Harris, Coin; Quinton 
Wakefield, Greenfield; and 
Harold Selim, Shannon City will 
discuss the1r experiences with 
no-till, especially as to how it 
relates to fertilizer, herbicide 
and insecticide use. 

In the afternoon. Phil Gibson, 
Com; Ron Dunphy, Creston; and 
Gary Ehm. Creston will cover 
the1r no-till operations with 
emphasis on the economics of a 
no till system. 

The Southern Iowa No-Till 
Show will open its doors at 
Southwestern Community Col­
lege at 8:30 a.m. and the pro­
gram wlll begin at 9:45. Lunch 
will be available over the noon 
hour Tickets must be purchased 
in advance by February 1 and are 
available at any county office of 
the S.C.S .• FmHA, A.S.C.S., or 
Extension Service. 

There will be free coffee and 
donuts and an opportunity to 

view exhibits and displays from 
8:30 to 9:45. Exhibits and dis­
plays will also be open over the 
noon hour as well as for a time at 
the end of the show. 

Other speakers at the show 
are Darrell Clark, Farmland 
Industries Agronomist; Mike 
Owens, Iowa State University 
Extension Weed Specialist; and 
Paul Rosenberry, USDA Agri­
cultural Economist. 

Phil Gibson and Craig Harris 
no-till 1200 acres of corn and 
soybeans near Com with Phil's 
father. Quentin. They quit plow 
log in 1973, first using a chisel 
disk system. then Buffalo-tilled. 
and today use a 12-row slot-till 
planter on terraced hill land. 

Quinton Wakefield farms 
about 1000 acres near Green 
field. He has no-tilled two years 
with a 12-row John Deere 7000 
on 660 acres, about half corn and 
half beans. 

Harold Selim, Shannon City, is 
a Union County SCD Com­
missioner. He started no-tilling 
in 1973 and uses a John Deere 
7000 with ACRA PLANT trash 
whippers to ridge t ill280 acres of 
corn and 100 acres of soybeans. 

Ron Dunphy, Creston, farms 
with his brother, Tom. They use 
crop rotation ann no-till on 1100 
row crop acres. They use an 
8-row planter with no-till coul­
ters and a Hiniker cultivator. 

Gary Ehm farms near Cre*D· 
He uses a 6-row, 30-inch slot-till 
planter to plant about 170 acres 
of row crops. 



Plan No-Till 
Directory 

A no-till equipment diredory 
15 being planned to help match 
O\\'J\ers of no-till equipment. with 
landusers who wish to rent no-till 
equipment or hire custom no-till 
plantings, announced Richard 
Car.,on, Chair man of the Clarke 
County Soil Conservation Dis· 
trict. 

Anyone wishing to be included 
in the directory is asked to 
contact the Clarke County Soil 
Conservation Dist rict office by 
March 10. 

Keith Edwards, District Con 
>ervationist. serving Clarke 
County says he hopes to see 
several no- till planters listed as 
well as no-till drills, cultivators, 
fertilizer toolbars and sprayers 
modified for no-till 

No-till requ ires more careful 
equipment calibration and opera· 
tion notes Edwards, and a no· till 
equipment directory may help 
some no- tillers with simi lar 
l'quipment to overcome equip· 
ment adjustment problems en­
countered when planting no t ill 
crops. 
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Set No. Till Program Mar. 30 
The Ringgold County Soil Con­

servation District will sponsor a 
Pre-Plant No-Till Demonstration 
Wednesday, March 30, from 1 to 
4 p.m. according to Roger 
Schnoor. Chairman of the Dis· 
tricts no-till committee. The 
demonstration will be held at the 
Conner Grout farm two and one 

To Offer No-till 

half miles southeast of Tingley. 
Schnoor said demonstrations 

will be held on no-till attach­
ments for conventional planters, 
sprayer calibrations, no-till drill 
for soybeans and no till dri.ll for 
pasture and hayland ~ceding. 

All questions will be answered 
at this demonstration. 

Equipment Directory tf)4-<. t-~A.. ,c;_,_.:;t,...d_ -~ 
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A no-till equipment directory 
is now available from the Clarke 
County Soil-Conservation Dis­
trict. Owners of no-till equip· 
ment have listed planters, inter­
seeders and anhydrous toolbars 
that are for rent or custom hire. 
For your free copy that describes 
each no-till machine contact the 
Clarke County Soil Conservation 
office. 
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Soil Survey and Mapping Project 

Is Underway in Clarke County 
Soil Scientists , Asghar Chowd 

hery and Steve Ernst are hard 
at work on the Soil Survey of 
Clarke County. Dunng th1s 
spring. they will map in Frank· 
lin, Ward and Osceola Townsh1ps 
and will map diverted 11cres and 
pasture ground during summer 
months. Soil scientists will also 
map the individual farms 111 other 
townships if the district needs 
soil information for conservation 
practices. 

The Soil Survey will be an 
excellent resource inventory and 
a very useful tool in the future 
development of Clarke County. 
The last soil maps of Clarke 
County were made more than 50 
years ago when only eight soil 
types were identified. 

Today, about 150 mappmg 
units will be pinpomted and 
delineated on aerial photo­
graphs. These aerial photo 
graphs will be the base map or 
the Clarke County S<ul Survey 

Soil surveys are designed for 
many different uses Farmers. 
foresters, and agronom1st use 
them to evaluate the potential of 
the soil and the management 
needed for maximum food and 
fiber production. 

Community officials, eng1· 
neers, developers, builders, and 
homebuyers can use the survey 
to plan specific land uses, ~elect 
sites for construction and identi 
fy special practices needed to 
insure proper performance. 

Great differences in soil prop· 
erties can occur withm short 
distances. Some soils are sea 
sonally wet or subject to flood 
ing. Clay or wet soils are poorly 
suited to use as septic tank 
absorption fields. A high water 
table makes a soil poorly su1ted 
to basements or underground 
installations. These and many 
other soil properties that affect 
land use will be described in this 

.. 
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SOIL SURVEY: Membel'8 of the soil survey team 
check samples of their work extracted from 
underground some 10 feet below the surface. The 
team of A&ghar Chowdhery and Steve Ernst are 
hard at work in Clarke County, typing the 

different soil and mapping the area. Pictured are; 
Steve Ernst; Roo Kuehl , Iowa State Soil 
Special.ist: Louis Boeckman, Soil Survey Party 
Leader in Ringgold and Taylor Counties and 
Asghar Chowdhery. 

soil survey. The location of each 
soil will be shown on the detailed 
soil maps. w1th each soil in the 
county described. lnformatton on 
~pccific uses w11l be given for 
each soil 

Soil Scientists are making this 
survey to learn what soils are in 
Clarke County, where they occur 
and how they can be used. They 
are observmg the steepness, 
length and shape of slopes, the 
size of streams and the general 
pattern of drainage and the kinds 
of native plants or crops. 
u~ing a hand probe to examine 

~il profiles, a soil scientist 
cover~ about 320 acres per day 
A soil profile is a sequence of 

natural layers or honzons m a 
soil. It extends from the surface 
down into parent material which 
has been changed very little by 
leaching or by plant roots. Major 
characteristics of each profile are 
studied and recorded and are 
compared with others in nearby 
counties and states. Soil scten 
lists classify and name the soils 
according to nationwide uniform 
procedures. They draw soil 
boundaries on aerial photo 
graphs. These photographs show 
trees, buildings. fields. roads, 
and other details that help in 
drawing soil boundaries ac 
curately. The Clarke County sotl 
survey publication wiU contain 
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soil maps prepared from aerta.l 
photographs. 

The Soil Survey is a coopera· 
live effort of the USDA Soil 
Conservation Service, the Iowa 
Department of Soil Conserva· 
tion, the Iowa Agricultural 
Exper1ment Station and the 
C'.oopcrative Extension Service 
of Iowa State University and 
Clarke County. 

A newsletter from Extension 
Director will be mailed to the 
landowners and operators 
informing them that the Soil 
Scientists will be making soil 
maps of their farms in the coming 
days or weeks, weather permit· 
tmg of course. 

• 



~0'11CE OF REARING ON AN 
APPLICATION FOR A 

PERMIT TO STORE WATER 
IN CLARKE COUNTY, IOWA 

Notice is hereby given that 
there is now on file in the Office 
of the Iowa Natural Resources 
Council, an application from 
Mark Larson (Log 1113.131) for a 
permit to store water tor erosion 
control purposes in the maximum 
amount of 40.7 acre-feet at a 
muimum rate of natural runoff 
from 158 acres throughout each 
year on his land generally de­
scribed as the NW'4 of the NE'/• 
ofthe NW14 of Section 26, T71N, 
R25W, Clarke County, Iowa. 

Notice is further given that 
pursuant to 455A .18 and 
455A.19, Code of Iowa, a public 
hearing has been scheduled for 
9:00a.m. on June 27, 1983, at the 
Office of the Water Commis­
sioner, Iowa Natural Resources 
Council, Wallace State Office 
Building, Des Moines, Iowa, 
50319. At the hearing, the Wat-er 
Commissioner or his Deput-y will 
take evidence either in support 
of or in opposition to the granting 
of the permit requested. The 
criteria for approval pertinent to 
the application are set forth in 
455A.2, 455A.20 through 
455A .~4. and 455A.27, Code of 
Iowa, and Chapter 3 of the Iowa 
administrative r ules (Agency 
Number 580, Iowa Administra­
tive Code). 

Any person desiring to appear 
at the hearing herein announced 
must file a statement of intent to 
appear at the hearing. State­
ments of intent to appear at the 
hearing must be submitted in 
writing to the Office of the Water 
Commissioner on or before June 
20, 1983, and must specify the 
application of interest by appli­
cant's name and log number. 

Give Tentative Okay to 

West Lake Dam Project 
Continuation with plans to 

rBlse the dam of the West Lake 
reservoir were discussed at the 
Thurs day evening, July 7 
meeting of the Osceola City 
Water Board 

Approval was given by the 
two Board members present, 
Bayard Shadley and Robert 
Horton with Chairman Dr . Fted 
Wood absent. 

Original plans had called for 
raising the darn. When bids 
were received they were above 
the engmeer 's estimates and 
no action was taken pending 
further discussion. 

It was then decided to see if 
cutting back on the height of 
the darn would cut back on 
costs sufficiently to warrant 
going with a lower dam and 
lower figur e . Investigation 

proved that is was not feasible 
to proceed with new plans and 
a lower dam height than 
originally planned. 

Approval was then given to 
accept the low bids with R.G. 
Elder and Son for two portions 
of the project in the amounts of 
$513,298.50 and a third portion 
amounting to $930,316 from 
Hanson Construction Company 
with the understanding that 
contractors be cleared by EDA 
and HUD and accepted by the 
two government agencies. 

Contracts will be drawn for 
the projects and await approval 
by all parties. 

No action was taken con-· 
cerning the hiring of a water 
superintendent - t h e p ost 
vacated by reti rin g Ralph 
Squier . 
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SEVERAL VlEW CANOE RACES: A large turnout or area 
residents position themselves along the banks or East Lake, 
Monday, J uly 4, to watch the canoe races, spons ored by t he 
Clarke Count) Conservation Board. Eight beats were held that 
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James F. Wiegand 
Deputy Water Commissioner 
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SAVE THE STUBBLE 
\ 

BURY THE PLOW 
(J}-4-u.~A- ~~ ~ ~ 
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day with the ftnals held at the end. It was e8tlmated that over 
500 lntereBted spectators lined the Eut Lake Dam, and plans 
for a second canoe race next July 4 are being arranged. 



12 SENTINEL-TRIBUNE 
ThQJ'W., Aaa. 25, 1983 

Evidences of the Elements • • • 

SAVE LIVESTOCK: Ulvern Hildreth, farming north of Oacoola, was forced to water down his 
hogs three tlmee a day during the heat wave to prevent losing them. " With such heat 
conditions. the hoge don't eat much." stated Hildreth, " and a person Ia lucky just to keep 
from loelng any." 

,. ·- ~ 
tlf FOUl? 
' .li\1THS 

Ll.. HE 
ISHviJ\S 
~IJ IS 

~.;tow 

Hn un un 

TURN AROUND: Pauera-by the White' s Furn1ture 
etora last weak ware amused with Santa Clause In 
their window. predicting a cold winter to coma 
Meanwhile temperatures outside remained above 
the century mark. 

Rainfall Totals 

SMALL YIELD: This ear of corn Ia rapreHntativa of thle year' a 
corn crop In Clarka County, Hid to be a diHeter with yields In 
the county expected to be 76 to 86 percent damaged. 
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H&!AT VVAVt!; T•,.,..P••••ur•• r••ehed _..,. •bova th• 100 me,. .. 
la•C """••k . •• r•COf'd•d ou th• Cl•r..._• County S'ta<te Dank otoc::1 "' 

August · ........ ·• -- ----·- -------·--- -- - 4S 

D£.C.P A•\n •'--rv•d \and \n C\e.-k.• Coun'-v \• •v\O•c•u:.ed \n \.he 
••..-o• c••vlc• \n '-"• ao\\ H•..-• \ a • .-.noo"' o h•o k 'YW\\.h • .., .... o.\.\ck. 
"••d\no o t 2.8 h\chea d oep O"t.he..- ••oa\on c••vlc•• "•port•O h•v• 
been •• deep •• 64 \nchea 
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TO THE PARENT: Encourage your 
child to create pictures and designs. 
It can be a lot of fun! 

Have a good assortment of crayons, 
pencils, or felt tip markers for this 
activi ty . 


