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hoping that you will find it interesting and informative.

Clarke County

Conservation District

Main Street Osceola, lowa 50213

342-2917

[Fotuoenion oruc weror NEWSLETTER

We, The Commissioners of the Clarke County Soil Conservation wish to present our first quarterly newsletter

THE COMMISSIONERS

Richard Gonseth, Chairman  Merrill Thornton, Vice Chairman

Glen Kimes Adrian Fuller Phillip Henrichs

Doyce Miller, Asst. Betty Webb, Asst. Fred Redman, Asst.

WHERE YOUFIT IN NOW—
SPECIAL LONG RANGE PLAN MEETING June 11,1979, 7:30 p.m.

The Clarke County Soil Conservation district is forming task force com-
mittees to study our top resource problems. We could use your help June 11,
1979 at 7:30 p.m. in the Sol! Conservation Office, 820A North Main Street,
Osceola, as we develop programs on how to deal with these problems. Your
soil conservation district will be making or revising a long range program
that will note the present condition of resources, list goals for improving the
condition of the resources during the next five years, and map strategies to
guide conservation efforts in reaching the goals. You can start by coming to
the June 11 meeting in the Soil Conservation Office. We want to know what
you think, and need your help in formulating these programs.

NEW COOPERATORS

We would like to recognize the following landowners who have signed up since
July 1978 as cooperators with the District. They are:

Lyle Berven - 212 Acres, Green Bay Township

Larry Carson - 240 Acres, Liberty Township

F. Wayne Walker - 400 Acres, Osceola Township

Tom R, Tyree - 798 Acres, Washington, Fremont, Green Bay and Doyle
Townships

B.R. Musselman - 80 Acres, Doyle Township

North Central Properties - 720 Acres, Madison Township

William C. Busse - 80 Acres, Knox Township

Durwood C. Anderson - 79 Acres, Green Bay Township

Charlie McDonough - 80 Acres, Washington Township

Lynn George - 120 Acres, Knox Township

Robert Howe - 40 Acres, Liberty Township

Craig Barcus - 15 Acres, Osceola Township

Robert Clough - 60 Acres, Doyle Township

Frank Riley - 240 Acres, Osceola Township

Wayne Thomas - 320 Acres, Madison Township

Richard Wallace - 11 Acres, Franklin Township

IOWA OPEN MEETING LAW

lowa open meetings law, Chapter 28A of the Code of Iowa,

COST-SHARE PROGRAM

The District is out of state cost-
share funds, but beginning July 1,
we will have a new allocation. We
are accepting application on
terraces, pgrade stabilization
structures, diversions, and sediment
and water control basins. The cost-
share rate is 50 percent of actual
cost or estimate cost whichever is 2797
the lesser. If you applied for cost-
share last year and did not get ap-
proved, you will need to sign up
again as applications are not held
over from sign-ups previous to
December 31, 1978 date.

There are two programs available to landowners and operators In Clarke
County. The state cost share program is administered by the Soil Conservation
District and the ACP cost share program is administered by the ASCS, The two
programs are somewhat similar. Both are to be used to install permanent soll
conservation practices. Practices that are installed must be maintained for a
ten year period or the cost share funds must be refunded. Applications must be
made and approved before starting a practice to be sure funds will be available,

If you have one of these or some other project on your mind, the district staff
would be glad to assist you in planning it. Stop in at the district office and

discuss your needs with Keith Edwards and T.J. Laing.

INCOME TAX EXEMPTIONS D: < K

As a result of amendments made to the Internal Revenue Code and signed
into law by President Carter late last year, landowners cecelving federal or
state cost-share assistance after October 1, 1979, will be able to exclude such
monies from their gross income on federal tax returns.

We received this information from our State office in January, but specific
interpretations should be made by a qualified tax preparer, the lowa
Department of Revenue or the Internal Revenue Service,

was passed and signed into law by Governor Ray, to take 1979 SOIL CONSERVATION BOOSTERS
effect January 1, 1979. A board, council, commission or other
governing bodies, expressly created by the statutes of this Our current list of contributors (74) have contributed $907.15 so far in 1979, Your support is
state or by executive order, is considered a governmental greatly appreciated. These funds are put to good use for conservation education; steward-
body. ship materials for the churches; district membership in the national and state association;
promotional activities such as local awards; contest prizes; conservation booklets for lpcal
The Soil Conservation Districts are political subdivisions schools; and many other activities that promote conservation in Clarke County.
created by state statutes. Our elected board of District
Commissioners, therefore, constitutes a ‘‘governmental Our sincere thanks to everyone on the following list for your financial support:
bocylp And IECERSNE S Domtd e Bbicct foriihe J & Eva Kelly Kenneth Sickels Carl Handrock
rovisi en Meetings Law. erry VA Ie
DrOVISioNs of Hie CRER ¢ Simpson College Farms Wm. R. Young G. Aﬂen_Hestun
The Commissioners of the Clarke County Soil Conservation Clarke County State Bank  Jacob Cozad Jack Heilman
District hold regular monthly meetings every third Thursday C. & L. Const. Co. Inc. Lloyd H. Miller Saylor Feed & Grain Co.
of each month at 7:30 p.m., in the District Office at 820A Larry Van Werden M.H. Keeler Osceola Sale Co.
North Main Street. All our meetings are open to the general Robert Kitchell The Levine Company, Inc. Osceola State Bank & Trust Co.
publie, and you are welcome anytime you can join us. Wilma Casey McFarland Harry Winship annld Whitham
Osceola Realty, Inc. M.W. Jack Beaman Miller Farm Account
Richard Barr Henry Staubus The Pines Shorthorn Ranch
J.J. Nolan Morris E. Gonseth Beardsley Pasture Account
Carl Brammer Donald Green Bill Kelso
Arthur Anderson R.E. Killmar Madeline Meyer
Price Farms, Inc. W.J. Emary Wayne Swegle
Raobinsons V.R. McCartney & Son Willard Brittin
Charles Emmack Floyd MeComas Vern L. Minnich
Samuel Edgington Eldon C. Graves Lloyd Morgan
Donald Edgington Merlin Newman Melvin Goeldner
R.M. Overholtzer Robert S. Toland Farm Service Co., Humeston
Loren Davis Orval Coffman Keith E. Kent, Inc,
W.W. Reynoldson Barnard Bros. ‘ James Macholz
Bell & Sons, Inc. Elvin H. Sunds Chester Woods
Raobert Liggitt Barr & Sanders Const. Co. Merrill Thornton
Col. M.M. Miletich Brian Oehlert Bob Andrew
Robins Farms William Oehlert E.W. Touet
Jessie Powell Rick Eddy
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‘Weed Control
Results Good

There's been & widespread

belief that weeds are much more
difficult to control on conserva-
tion (minimum) tillage fields than
on conventionally tilled fields.
But evaluations in northeastern
lowa and other tests say other-
wise.
Weed control evaluations by
the lowa State University Ex-
tensions Service in northeast
lowa conclude that “the perfor-
manced of pre-emergence and
post-emergence herbicides eval-
uated was basically the same as
that with conventional tillage
systems.” The Extension Service
has been studying herbicide per-
formance there since 1971.

“They found good weed control
with residue amounts of 3,000 -
4,000 pounds an acre, the same
amount needed for good erosion
control,” says state agronomist
Ernie Hintz of the U.S. Soil
Conservation Service. But he
cautions area farmers to bhe
ready with a back-up system in
case weather or other factors
made herbicides less effective.

“Most years, a properly se-
lected herbicide will do a good
job of controlling weeds in fields
planted with conservation tillage
systems. But there are times
when weather and other factors
made herbicides less effective,
and a back-up weed -control
system is needed, he says.

Planning now can save head-
aches later in those cases.
*Adapting your cultivator to
handle cornstalks is the most
important step you could make
now for a back-up system".

“The most common and a
practical way to make your
cultivator work in residues is to
attach disc hillers to the cultiva-
tor. Then it's a trial and error
system of adjusting them to
work best,” Greg says.

The rolling cultivator is one of
the most widely accepted ma-
chines for weed control in
“trashy” fields. Most manufac-
tures have one and most machin-
ery dealers in lowa sell them.

Greg Kent,
Soil Conservation Aid

Need More Support for

Whitebreast Water Project

“More support and interest is
needed,” stated Charley Me-
Donough, “if the Whitebreast
Rural Watershed Project is to
become a reality,"”

McDonough, president of the
Whitebreast Watershed Project
in Clarke County and a repre-
sentative on the Southern lowa
Water Association Board serving
4 seven county area, made the
statement after spending the last
SIX years seeing little progress
on the needed water facility in
Clarke County,

Originally, the Southern lowa
Water Association was estab-

lished in the early 1970s and
included a seven county area of
Clarke; Union, Decatur, Ring-
gold, Wayne, Lucas and Madi-
son, Because the Federal Home
Administration, (FHA) pro-
viding the funding for the pro-
Jects, saw the need was greater
than the amount of money they
could allow at one time, the areas
were broken up into smaller
divisions to spread out the fund-
ing over a period of time.
Whitebreast Watershed will
serve all of Clarke County and
parts of Union and Decatur
Counties.

“Several steps must be fol-
lowed when applying for federal
grants for such a project,” com-
mented McDonough. Through
the Southern Iowa Water As.
sociation, Western-Hoskins
Engineering firm of Lincoln,
Nebraska, was hired to complete
a feasibility study of the different
areas to discover their rural
water needs. Because of the time
element, the Whitebreast Water
Bqard hired Lynn Sickels of
Midstate Engineering firm, in
Creston, to make a separate
feasibility study of Whitebreast
o attempt to speed up the
application process for f unding.

Another requirement that
_FHA_requires on such a project
15 & sign-up of all area residents
to be affected by the watershed
to show the support of such a
project. This phase of the re-
%?lrimgnt has been complete in
larke County and has
to FHA. 4 P

I!#I-:Duncnugh stated that the
Little River Rural Water Project
in Decatur County is guite a bit
further along than Whitebreast
and still has a ways to go before
actual work can be started,
Accprding to McDonough, the
project has been accepted b
FHA, but the actual p?ans fui
cost must still be approved.

"Clarke County still has a ways
to go before application for the
funding can be made,” stated
McDonough, “and before White-
breast can become a reality,
more interest and participation is
going to have to be shown on the
part of Clarke County residents."
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| Raising Corn With No-Tillage

WHAT: A No-Till Tour

r
[ ]

NoTillage Tour |
x

Slated Thursday

Raising corm without ~
clttvato) will e thesubaetors | U
Lour f'.'t'l.".:; conducted 0y the A

Clarke County Soil Conservation

District and the Clarke ( ounty
Extension Service. The tour will
assemble at the Grace Fertilizer
Plant on the north side of Osceola

at 6:15 p.m., Thursday, July 26 f
The objective of no-till farming

15 Lo reduce 1) soil loss, on sleep

or rolling land to be row cropped;

2) use of fuel to put in the crop; 3}

amount of time needed to put in a

crop. The group will be looking

at the use of herbicides, land

suitability, and the ability to

achieve a stand, as well as some

of the limitation of no-till crop

production. Equipment used in

the operation will also be avail

able for viewing.

Most important of all the
farmers whose crops you will see
will be available for comments

and questions

[he first stop will be at the
Hugh Carroll farm three miles
south and two miles east of
(Jseeolza on the Osceola and
Greenbay township line. Hugh
has some no-till corn on alfalfa
sod:

Any interested person ol per
SONS .;t:'i' Invited to attend this
tour

'!llr‘l-f"‘-hll"_ﬁlﬂ.'.E

WHERE:

Tour will assemble at Grace Fertilizer North of Osceola.

When: 6:15p.m.July 26,1979

in No-Till Crop Production.

Refreshments Will Be Served.

3 Farms in Clarke County

Sponsored by the Clarke County Soil Conservation District and the Clarke
County Extension Sertice in Cooperation with Ortho Chemical Company.

Who: Anyandallinterested persons E
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Clarke Co. Farmers

Attend No-Till Tour

Approximately 27 area farm
ers attended a no-till tour held in
Clarke County on Thursday, July
26. The tour, sponsored by the
Clarke County SCS and Exten
sion Service in cooperation with
Grace Fertilizer and Ortho
Chemical Co., visited the farms
owned by Hugh Carroll. Lyle
Berven and Richard Barr

Participants observed corn.
beans and milo being grown in
fields that were planted without
the use of tillage implements.
This type of planting is quite
different from that normally
practiced in this area of the
country. Reasons for changing
to this type of a system, as
discussed by the farm operators
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were: less time needed to put in
the crop, less cost for both
equipment and fuel and a way to
utilize land that is highly Suscep-
tible to erosion

Discussion was conducted at
cach site by Keith Edwards,
Soil  District Conservationist.
and Alan Teel, County Extension
Director. Most of the questions
concerned herbicide use. site
selection, spraver calibration
use, insecticide use and planned
mandagement,

Teel commented, “we are look-
ing at a new practice, mistakes
will be made, some will like it
and others won't, but we must a}
least be aware of what it is and
what it can and cannot do. We
must become more aware of our
soil loss problems and this is one
way to reduce this problem.”

A follow up, comparing costs
and yield data will be conducted
later this fall.
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Observe
Soil Conservation Week
September 9 — 15

|See page 6 for conservation practices. |

Sixth Graders
Enjoy Nature

Tour Oct. 10

The 128 sixth graders [rom
Clarke and Murray schools en
joyed brisk Oectober weather,
hiked trails, and learned about
pur environment last Wednesday
in the woods of Melvin

‘Goldner's “Pateh.”

“Nature Day"” for county sixth
graders was a field trip organ
ized by Donna West of the Clarke
County Conservation Board
“The kids had an excellent op
portunity to observe and discuss
their natural environment with
conservation professionals,” said
West, Those professionals in
cluded John Tibben, area fores-
ter; Melvin Moe, wildlife biolo
gist; Keith Edwards, soil conser-
vationist; and Mike McGhee,
fisheries biologist. Donna West
and John Klein of the Conserva
tion Board assisted also. Melvin
Goeldner, longtime environmen-
talist and former Hoard member
led the nature hike. Alverda
Goeldner presented a segment
on local history and changes in
our land use.

Each class visited six stations
around the "“Patch” which is a
wooded pature preserve with a
pond. At each station, they got a
lesson in natural resources and
their protection. The day was full
of learning and fun in a natural
classroom. This learning will be
used in future years to make
wise choices about our land use

To Accept Nominations

For ‘Teacher of Year’

Nominations are being ac
cepted for the seventh national
“Conservation Teacher-of-the-
Year” awards program according
to Richard Gonseth, Chairman of
the Clarke County Soil Conser-
vation District. Competition is
open to all full-time teachers
working at the kindergarten
through high school level who
have developed an outstanding
program of environmental edu-
cation.

The MNational Conservation
Teacher of the Year will receive
$1000 in cash and an expense
paid trip to San Francisco,
California for the 1981 annual
convention of the National As
sociation of Conservation . Dis
tricts. The national second place
winner receives a $500 cash
award and the first place region
al winner will be given $200.

Co-sponsored by NACD and

Ej’lfz.&:@u /& 1577

the Allis Chalmers Corporation,
the purpose of the awards pro-
gram is to encourage the devel-
opment of creative learning ex-
periences in c¢onservation for
young people.

"Any teacher in a public or
private school in our conserva
tion district who puts emphasis
on environmental conservation
as a regular part of the instruc
tional program is eligible for
nomination,” said Gonseth.

Interested teachers can obtain
additional information and nom
ination forms from Clarke Coun-
ty Soil Conservation Service.

The awards program also in
cludes equivalent prizes for the
conservation district judged na-
tionally to have provided the
most effective stimulus and help
for conservation education pro
grams within the distriet.




Dry Fall Causes Concern for

West Lake Water Supply

Water usage in Osceola
averages close to a million
gallons per day. In figures
compiled at the Osceola Water
Treatment Plant, Steve Squires
reported that during the month of
November, just over 24 million
gallons of water were treated and
used by water patrons.

Concern has been expressed by
citizens over the increased usage
of water during the past years
and the 125 acre West Lake that
serves as reservoir for Osceola’s
water supply. Keith Edwards,
District Soil and Water Con-

_servationist, reports that at
capacity, the reservoir holds
approximately 491 million
gallons of water. If there were no
evaporation out of or runoff of
water in to West Lake, there
would be approximately 491 days
of water available for use. At the
present time, the lake is 46 inches
below the spillway which means
it is down 40 percent from
capacity.

According to Edwards, there 1s
approximately 292,000 million
gallons of water in the reservoir.

With the coating of ice that
covers West Lake at the present
time, this prevents evaporation
and should remain in this position
until spring when the ice melts.

A measurement of the level of
the lake was taken December 18
and showed that the lake level
was 46 inches below the level of
the spillway. This means that
approximately 199 million
gallons of water have been used
since the water was at the level of
the spillway, or since it was last
at capacity

Water is presently being
pumped into the treatment plant
and processed from the second
intake pipe. Al the present rate of
usage, there are 130 days of water
available before the next intake
pipe is reached. It is hoped that
by this time, spring rains will
have arrived and replenish the
lake after a dry fall that failed to
perform that task.

Residents recall that in 1977
after a dry spring the reservoir
was low, At that point, pipe was
obtained and pumping from
Sargent Quarries was started on

July 6 to aid in supplying water
for use. The eight-inch pipe was
laid for approximately one-
quarter mile to the reservoir and
about 2,000 gallons of water per
minute was pumped through July
and August until late summer
rains quickly filled the lake once
again,

At the lowest point, the lake
was B3 inches below spillway
level before recovering.

West Lake has a water shed of
approximately 6300 acres which
means that when rains do come,
runoff is sufficient to quickly fill
the reservoir.

Members of the Water Board
have explored possibilities of
increasing the capacity of the
existing lake and of securing
another source of water to sup-
plement West Lake. Present
planning centers around ob-
taining this additional water
from White Breast.

At the present time, Water
Board member Con Smith asks
that citizenry be aware of the
situation and to conserve water
when possible.

CHECKING: Herman Gracey and Steve Squier
break through the 3.inch ice coating on the intake
al West Lake and measure the water level of the
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reservoir. When the check was made Tuesday, the

walter was 46 inches below spillway level.
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Edwards Reminds District Farmers of
Switchgrass Cost-sharing Applications

Keith Edwards, District
Conservationist of the Clarke
County Soil Conservation
District, reminds interested
landowners that applications for
50 percent cost-sharing for
establishment of switchgrass will
be accepted through December
31, 1979.

Applications for landowner
sign-up for switchgrass can be
made at the Clarke County Soil
Conservation District Office or
from lowa Conservation Com-
mission Wildlife Biologist Melvin
Moe, Mt. Ayr. Applications will
or August, but at no time will it be
cut closer than eight inches above
the ground. b) Switchgrass seed
may be harvested anytime upon
maturity. ¢) Switchgrass may be
left unharvested.

2) During the four years
following the established year,
the cooperating landowner will

have the following options: a)
Switchgrass may be cut for hay
anytime during July or August,
but at no time will it be cut closer
than eight inches above the
ground. b) Switchgrass may be
grazed anytime during July or
August, but at no time will it be
be reviewed on the basis of site
suitability, soll type, topography,
field size, availability of water
and adequate fencing for grazing
animals and location in county,
Switchgrass planting of 10 to 40
acres will be given preference.

All applicants will be notified of
a decision by January 20, 1980.

Terms of the contract are- 1)
During the establishment year,
no grazing will be allowed, but
the cooperating landowner will
have the following options: a)
Switchgrass may be clipped for
weed control anytime during July
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grazed closer than 810 inches
above the ground. c) Switchgrass
seed may be harvested anytime
upon maturity. d) Switchgrass
may be left unharvested.
Except as specified above, no
other use will be made of the
switchgrass during the five-year
period covered by the contract,
The cooperating landowner will
be expected to provide the Iowa
Conservation Commission with
receipts for seed, lime, fertilizer,
and herbicide costs plus receipts
or estimates for the cost of
seedbed preparation, seeding,
rolling, and application of lime,
fertilizer, and herbicides prior to
receiving cost-share payments.

The management contract may
be amended at any time provided
it is done with the consent of both
parties, The lowa Conservation
Commission reserves the right to
cancel the management contract
at any timeé for noncompliance
with the terms of the contract. If
the contract is cancelled due to
noncompliance, the landowner
will reimburse the Commisssion
for the full amount he has been
paid.

The cooperating landowner will
be encouraged but not required to
allow hunting on lands covered
by contract.

Applications Due on

Switchgrass Cost-sharing

a

Cost-sharing for the establish-
ment of switchgrass in 1980 is
now available for Clarke County
cattlemen from the lowa Conser-
vation Commission. Up to
$100,000 derived from the sale of
Wildlife Habitat Stamps will be
used Lo cost-share the establish-
ment of switchgrass pastures
beneficial to both cattlemen and
wildlife in Adair, Clarke, Lucas,
Madison, Ringgold, Union, and
Warren counties.
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Switchgrass is a warm season
grass which provides good forage
during the months of July and
August when cool season grasses
such as bluegrass, orchard grass,
and fescue are dormant. A
pasture rotation system that
includes cool season grasses for
spring and fall grazing and
switchgrass for summer grazing
is an efficient means of providing
continuous grazing throughout
the growing season.

Switchgrass pastures also pro-
vide valuable nesting cover for
pheasants and songbirds. Proper
management of switchgrass re-
quires cutting or grazing no
closer then eight to 10 inches
above the ground. The resulting
stubble provides birds with an
attractive nesting site in the
spring. Since switchgrass is not
used for hay or pasture until
July, birds nesting in it have
adequate time to complete
nesting. unlike those using cool
season hay fields where most
nests are destroyed by early
mowing.

To promote the use of this
ractice which will benefit wild-
ife on private lands, the lowa
Conservation Commission will
cost-share 50 percent of the cost
of establishment, not to exceed
$50/acre the establishment year,
and an additional 50 percent of
the costs of chemicals and ferti
lizer, not to exceed $15/acre, the
year following establishment. In
exchange for cost-sharing, land-
owners will be required to sign a
five year contract covering man
agement of the switchgrass
planting. Funds are limited, and
applications for cost-sharing
must be submitted by December
31. Application forms and more
information are available at your
local SCS, ASCS, or Extension
office or contact Melvin Moe, Mt,
Ayr Wildlife Unit, SCS Office
Bldg., Mt. Ayr, [owa 50854.




Soil...America’s Most

Valuable Resource

Farming practices based upon
soil conservation techniques are a
necessity. But they must be ac-
complished voluntarily.

The people who are screaming
for mandatory conservation
practices do not comprehend the

differences among Iowa's soils.
What they either do not un-
derstand, or choose to ignore, is
many farmers spending their own
dollars to conserve the soil.
Others use cost sharing funds for
specific conservation tillage
practices.

Significant progress towards
maintaining Iowa's soil resource
is evident. But in times of low or
negative farm profits, like those
being predicted for next year,
many farmers are financially
unable to apply cost-intensive
land practices. The farmer
cannot, and should not have to

bear the entire cost of soil con-
servation alone.

Nearly half of ITowa’s farm land
1s now being tilled under appro ved
conservation practices. It's being
done willingly, not by a govern-
ment mandated directive.

Despite the call for compulsory
directives, soil conservation can
best be handled with a voluntary
approach supplemented with
incentives. More dollars must be
allocated for cost sharing fo meet
increased needs already ex-
pressed by lowa farmers.

For the year 1979-80, cost share
requests from farmers totaled

several million dollars more than
the funds available. Farmers are

dedicated conservationists. But,
they need the total commitment of
the remaining 96 percent of the

bt — By Mike Harris
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Resource Coordinating
Committee to Meet

The Clarke County Hesource
Coordinating Committee will
meet Thursday, January 24, at
7:30 pm. in the Board of
Supervisors Room, Clarke
County Courthouse, Osceola.

The County Resource Coor-
dinating Committee is respon-
sible for passing the input from
each county on to the Con-
servancy District Advisory
Committee. The Clarke County
Resource Coordinating Com-
muttee has input to the Southern
lowa Conservancy District and
the Des Moines River Con-
servancy District.

Decislons are being made
concerning development of
conservancy district plans, These
plans are to address water
management problems on a
watershed basis and provide a
method for solving those
problems. The plans to be suc-
cessful, has to be based on the
thinking of local people—what
they see the problems to be and
what the acceptable methods of
solving these problems are.

The public is encouraged to
attend this meeting.
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Heavy Demand

For Nursery
Stock

Because of the heavy demand
this year for tree and shrub
seedlings, some species are now
sold out according to Gene
Hertel, state forester for the Iowa
Conservation Commission.

Species which are still in good
supply include white pine, red
piné, ponderosa pine, Austrian
pine, European larch, amur
honeysuckle and autumn olive.

Hertel urged interested people
to place their orders as soon as
possible. Assistance in deter-
mining what is best suited to
plant on a particular area can be
obtained by contacting a district
forester or wildlife biologist.

Application forms for tree and
shrub seedlings can be obtained
from commission district
foresters, wildlife biologists,
ASCS offices, SCS offices and
extension officés throughout the
state.
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Soil District
Banquet Set

The Clarke Soil Conservation
District Banquet will be held
Monday, January 28, at the St.
Bernard Catholic Church in
Osceola starting at 6:30 p.m.

Ervin Koos, Shelby farmer and
Commissioner in East Pot-
tawattamie Soil Conservation
District for many years, will be
the featured speaker. Koos is
active in all levels of the soil
conservation district program
and is currently a director of the
Upper Mississippi Region of the
National Association of Con-
servation Districts.

He also served as chairman of
the Iowa Temporary State Land
Preservation Policy Commission
making recommendations for
future legislation to the Iowa
General Assembly.

Tickets will be available
through January 21 at the Soil
Conservation District office, or
from Soil District Com-
missioners.

Commissioners for 1980 are
Adrian Fuller, chairman; Phillip
Henrichs, vice chairman; Merrill
Thornton, Glen Kimes and Fred
Redman.

Assistant Commissioners are
Betty Webb and Doyce Miller.,
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Make Soil Conservation Awards —

Recipients Honored at Banquet

Ervin Koos, Regional Director
of the National Conservation
Districts, was guest speaker at
the annual Soil and Water Con-
servation District banquet held
Monday evening, January 28, in
the dining hall of St. Bernard's
Catholic Church in Osceola,

The speaker urged farmers to
practice conservatioh now, more
than ever, as increasing demands
are made on crop production to
feed a hungry world. The contin-
uing loss of productive soil is a
cause for concern for all man-
kind.

“Ten years from now, Ameri-
cans could be as concerned over
the loss of the nation’s prime and
important farm lands as they are
today over the shortages of oil
and gasoline,” is a quote from the
District bulletin,

In other business of the eve-
ning, Betty Webb, chairman of
the District, gave a welcome to
the group and introduced board
members. Keith Edwards, Dis-
trict Conservationist, told of
plans for the 1980s.

Glen Kimes and Adrian Fuller,
board members, presented
awards.

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Urich,
farming five miles north of
Osceola, received the new co-
operator division award. Mr. gnd
Mrs. Wayne Whitham received
the landlord-tenant award for
the work done on the Frankin
Township farm owned by Jim
Emary. Mr. and Mrs. Olin

Reasoner, farming in Doyle
Township were the recipients of
the owner-operator award.

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Urich are
winners in the New Cooperator
category. Gary signed a conser-
vation agreement in September,
1976 indicating an interest in
conserving the soil and water
resources on his land. The Clarke
District assisted in planning the
activities needed to provide pro-
tection and improve production
on the 16 acres located about five
miles north of Osceola.

The plan outline included sug-
gestions for improving the rural
residence, and land used primar-
ily for the production of wood-
land and wildlife for recreation.

Early work involved cutting
undesirable brush and trees and
piling for improved wildlife pro-
tection and to open areas for tree
planting.

Other early work included
grading and seeding the lawn
and planting trees and shrubs in
recreation areas.

In the last two years several

hundred trees have been planted.

and an erosion control dam was
built to stop gully dévelopment
and provide livestock water and
fishing recreation.

Olin Reasoner was recognized

‘as an outstanding owner-opera-

tor. The initial cooperators
agreement signed in February,
1963 serves to remind us all that
dedication is needed to win the
battle against soil erosion. A look
at the plan developed in 1965
reveals controlling erosion by

land use utilizing crop rotations,
shaping and seeding waterways,
and renovating pastures as the
major weapons used to control
erosion at that time.

Diversions, terraces and ero-
sion control dams were used in
the most critical areas.

When looking at a more recent
conservation plan on additional
acres a greater emphasis on
tillage practices and contouring
replacing long rotations with
more intensive row cropping and
tile outlet terraces is found.

Winners in the Landlord-
Tenant division were Jim Emary
and Wayne Whitham. In 1973
Jim and Wayne contacted the
SCS office to request assistance
to properly design a drainage

system for bottomland that was

too wet to work. A proposal was
drawn that included both open
drains and tile drainage. Work
on open drains began that season
and tile drains were installed in
late 1974 and again in 1976,

In 1975 an erosion control dam"

was installed to control head
cutting and gullying in a pasture
near the buildings. This strue-
ture impounds water for erosion
control;, but is also used as a
source of livestock water and
serves as a potential site for
many hours of family recreation.

Early in 1977 plans were made
to develop a system to control
erosion on cropland. A tile outlet
terrace system was discussed
and installed in 1977 and 1978,
adequately treating 70 acres of

cropland.

Ervin Koos presented Adrian
Fuller with a certificate for 25

years of service on the Conserva-
tion District Board. Fred Red-
man was named to fill the

unexpired term of Fuller who
moved to Osceola recently.

John Klein, Clarke County
Conservation Board director,
awarded Fred Redfern a certifi-
cate for his work in the county.

25 YEARS OF SERVICE: Ervin Koos, Regional Director of the
National Association of Soil Districts, presents a 25 year certificate
to Adrian Fuller for his 25 years of service to the Clarke County Soil
Conservation District in Monday night’s awards banquet.
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Edwards to Speak on

Conservation Tillage

Plans are being made for a

Conservation Tillage Day to be
held Tuesday, February 19, at
Sun Valley Country Club near
Ellston, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30
p.m.
Coffee will be on at 9:30 a.m.
for early arrivals who can view
some commercial displays of
minimum tillage equipment,
machinery, f{ertilizer, and ag
chemicals,

The Conference will feature,
Min Amemiyva, lowa State Uni-
versity Extension Agronomist

O ernle Fidrone
q.t,ﬁ-m ua' [+, /9f0

and Tillage Specialist. Min will
give a presentation on various

systems of reduced tillage, in- .

cluding machinery used and ad-
vantages and disadvantages of
each system, as well as other
management considerations.

Other topics covered will in-
clude fuel and soil savings under
reduced tillage systems.

Stan Murdock, Area Exten-
sion Crop Specialist, will speak
about proper pesticide usage and
effectiveness under minimum
tillage.

Bob Louden, Southern Iowa
RC&D Coordinator will give a
slide presentation on conserva-
tion tillage practices.

Keith Edwards, Clarke County
District Conservationist will
have a short presentation on the
conservation tillage tour held in
Clarke County the past summer.

Also featured will be a panel of
area farmers who will discuss the
conservation tillage practices iIn
use on their own farms.

The conference is being spon-
sored by the Rural Development
Committees, Soil Conservation
Distriets, and Extension Offices
of Clarke, Decatur, and Ringgold
Counties and by the Southern
Iowa Resource Conservation and
Development (RC&D) Commit-
tees. The noon meal will be
buffet at the Country Club.
Interested parties should call
their local Extension or Soil
Conservation offices, if they wish
to attend, so proper arrange-
ments can be made,
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Tree Windi:_iféé‘_l'(; Can Save
Future Fuel, Feed Costs

Planning your farm windbreak
now may help you save on fuel
bills and livestock feed costs in
the future; says Alan Teel,
County Extension Director.

A well-planned farm tree
windbreak might save up to 30
percent on winter fuel bills,
reports Phil Wray, Extension
Forester at lowa State Univer-
sity.

Farmers interested in plan-
ning a tree windbreak can start
thinking about a possible loca-
tion, types of trees to plant, and
ordering those trees now during
the winter months, says Alan.

Wray says the windbreak
should be designed in an L
shape with one leg on the north
and the other on the west. To
prevent excessive snow accumu-
lation, it should be located ap-
proximately 100 feet away from
the area the farmer wants to
protect. For maximum protec-
tion, the windbreak should ex-
tend beyond the area to he
protected, Wray adds.

For best protection, conifers
should be used in a windbreak. A
good windbreak consists of three
rows of conifers and one or two
rows of shrubs or hardwood
trees, though a minimum of two
rows of conifers and one row of
shrubs may be planted.

Wray suggests a species mix
when establishing a windbreak.
The same species should be used
within a row, but different
species should be planted be-
tween rows. This mix of tree
species reduces insect problems
and disease damage, notes
Wray.

Trees planted closest to the
house should grow faster and be
the largest, he says. The outer
rows should grow slower and
attain the shortest height. This
arrangement will give the best
protection from a mature wind-
break.

Spacing is also an important
consideration with a windbreak.
For conifers, 18 to 25 feet should
be allowed between rows and
between trees within rows.
Hardwoods require eight to 15
feet between trees and rows,
according to Wray, except for
eastern red cedar and northern
white cedar which should be
planted 10 to 15 feet apart and
beiween rows,

Wray says stock trees for a
windbreak may be purchased
bare-rooted, balled and bur-
lapped, or container-grown.
Bare-root trees are cheaper and
usually smaller. Care must be
taken to make sure that the root
system is kept moist and is not
damaged during planting. The
other type of stock trees are
usually more expensive, says
Wray, but may be larger and
suffer less from transplant
shock.

Tree species should be se-
lected to match site conditions,
advises Wray. For a listing of
recommended species, farmers
may obtain pamphlet Pm-543
from the Clarke County Exten-
sion Service or County Soil
Conservation Service Office.

Cost share assistance for wind-
breaks is available in many lowa
counties. For Clarke County,
check with the local Agricultural
Stabilization and Conservation
Service (ASCS) for proper pro-
cedure information,
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SOIL EROSION

The other day I glimpsed what it must have been like during the
dust bowl, No, I didn't see farm machinery half covered with
drifting soil. But while driving through north central Iowa, cars and

‘trucks were turning on head-lights. Visibility was significantly
reduced. The air was dark brown. Great clouds of prime Iowa top

soil were swirling through the air. The snowbanks in the ditches

' looked more like massive blackened cliffs.

Looking out over the fields, an occasional corn stock was seen
protruding through the fall plowed soil. Fortunately farming
techniques are changing. Currently 55 percent of the state's

' cropland is farmed using minimum or no till practices I_:hereh?r
| significantly reducing soil erosion. Iowa State University soil
| scientists estimate we lose 200 million tons of top soil from Iowa's
| cropland each year. That top soil cannot be replaced within our

lifetimes nor those of our children.

But we need to do more. And we need to do it before the federal
government mandates our tillage techniques.

To begin, every farmer should develop a conservation plan for his
farm. That plan should be developed using such alternatives as
minimum or no tillage, crop rotation, planting shelter belts,
permanent buildings and other practices. Then farmers and
landowners should carry out those plans, even though adequate low
cost loans, tax incentives and cost sharing funds are not available.

If we intend to give our grandchildren the privilege of taking over
today’s farm, we are going to have to protect it from the ravages of
erosion. And the best way to do that is not through government
decree but by protecting lowa's precious top soil voluntarily. And
the only time that would have been better to begin than today,
would have been yesterday.

By Mike Harris
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Set Monday M

eet for

Conservation Discussion

[ssues concerning the payment
of monies for soil and water
conserving programs are the
subject of a meeting called for
Monday, March 17, at the Ularke
County ASCS office. Keith Ed
wards Invites the public to
attend the meeting which will
start at T p.m. The ASCS office is
located at 820 North Main
Street, Osceola

Should agricultural producers
be required to apply soil and
water conservation measures on_
privately-owned land to benefit
the national objectives? Or

:f*-lf i c*-'r:?ﬂ.. len‘-fuzn_;,g
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should the use of conservation
measures continue to be volun
tary?

Who should pay for expensive
conservation measures that pro
vide few immediate benefits Lo
farm operators but have greal
benefits to the public, such as
improved water quality, cleaner
air, or reduced sediment in
streams and reservoirs!

There are some issues being
discussed in public meetings to
give all citizens a chance to help
shape the future of conservation
programs

The meetings are being held to
fulfill requirements of the Soil
and Water Resources Conserva
tion Act of 1977 (RCS). Under
the Act, Congress has directed

ISDA to appraise the condition
of the nation's renewable natural
resources and to propose pro-
gri!m'h tU Huldi‘ [l]‘ ureée conserva-
tion activities.

National objectives have been
sét for reducing erosion and
preserving prime farmlands; im
proving water quality; conser
ving water; improving fish and
wildlife habitat, including the
preservation of wetlands from
destruction by agriculture and
other means; reducing upstream
flood damage; conserving energy
and solving related resource
problems

Interested persons are being
invited to comment on
alternative conservalion striale
gies being considered by USDA,

seven

Soil Survey Monies Being
Held in Contingency Fund

Clarke County's share of the
cost of a projected 1982 county-
wide soil survey, estimated to be
about $70,000, is being held in a
contingency fund and added to
gradually each tax year.

Explaining an expected econ
tingency fund balance of about
$52,000 at the close of this

current fiscal year June 30,
county assessor Richard Horn

stated this method of raising the
needed $70,000 was followed so
there would be no need for a
large tax jolt when 1982 rolled
around

At that time, federal and state
matching funds (about three-
fourths of the total cost) will he
added to cover the cost of taking
soil test borings in every section
of every township in the county.
Future assessments of individual

farms will be based upon the soil
descriptions resulting from test
borings.

Approval of the assessor's
proposed operational budget
asking was made at the January
meeting of the Clarke County
Conference Board, in the amount
of $49,840 for fiscal 1980-81. This
15 an increase of $7.742 over last
year and $13.751 over two years
ago,

Nine members of the board
include  county  supervisors,
Leland Hunt, Orval Coffman and
Richard Hill, Osceola Mayor
Gary Lamb, Woodburn Mayor
Rex Marker and Murray Mavor
Walter Hurt and three school
board representatives: Helen
Barnett from Clarke Community,
Robert Reynolds from Interstate
35 and Larry O'Neall from Mur-
ray
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Conservation Commission
Approves Co. §-Year Plan

_"li'rlri'r‘hi:. bv the lowa Conser

vation Commission ol the pro
posed Live-year plans lor Hedlern
Timber Reserve and East Lake
Park were reported at the April
Y meeting of the Clarke County
Conservation board

Included in these plans is the
construction of rest
Redfern approved by
the board Wednesday; and sev
eral East Lake
below .

rooms at

teserve,
projects outlined

Fenceline terracing agreement
with J. D. Patterson and the Soil
Conservation Service, will be
implemented this fall. Purpose is
to curb so0il erosion runoff into
East Lake.

Other approved East Lake
projects include construction of
physical fitness devices along the
hiking trails, using donated ma
terials; construction of a
stone sign; and approval of
Hawkeve Lumber Company's
low bid of $6,397 for construction
ol a pole-type service building.

A resolution to permit use by
fishermen of electric trolling
motors up to one horsepower
was approved,

lime

Set Camping Fee

Adoptled by the board were
rules for group camping at East
Lake, by reservation only, in a
special camp area to be estab
lished. User fee was set at $5.00
per night per group, with a
refundable deposit {or pate key
and to guarantee clean- up. Other

rul_ea are available at the board's
office at 104'; 3. Fillmore,

Recent Heavy Rains —

-+|:I|||1-l'|i ] sy rthtl-q_l ovier a repart
Irom Kaoith FEdwards in rogards

things that he wanted L discuss
First he mantioned thamt T
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City Council
Proceedings

COUNGIL PROCEEDINGS
May 6, 19580
The City Council of the City of
Osceola did meet in regular
session this 6th day of May, 1980
at City Hall at 7:00 p.m. All
council persons were present.
Mayor Lamb called the meet
ing to order and the first item on
the agenda was the public hear
ing in regards to partial tax
éxemption for improvements for
industries. The hearing was set
for 7:00 p.m. The Mayor asked if
there were any comments from
the persons present, There were
no questions. The city attorney
again explained what the pur
pose of the bill was and stated
that in the bill it gives 75 percent
exemption for the first year, 60
percent for the second year, 45
percent for the third year, 30
percent for the fourth year, and
15 percent for the fifth and final
year, These are the maximuom
exemptions. The ordinance could
be for less. There was no further
discussion on the matter so the
mayor declared the hearing
closed.
Hazel Showman representing
the Chamber of Commerce ap
peared before the council at this
time and stated that the chamber
would like to ask that the council
okay the flower pot that was
moved from the SE corner of the
square to be replaced but further
back than it was, She also stated
that the chamber would like to
ask the council not to okay any
further removal of the flower
pots, It was mentioned that the
flower pot be moved 12 feet
further west when replacing
The chamber would pay for the
expense in relocating the flower
pot. The council did not have any
objections at this time, however
they did feel that they should
talk with Marvin Gray and ask
his feelings if the pot was
replaced. The decision will be
made at the next council meet-
ing.
Duayne  Fletcher, repre
senting the Oscecla Country
Club appeared before the council
and wanted to know the status of
the clean up work across the
country club and when the sod or
grass would be put down. The
city engineer was not present at
this time but was supposed to be
at the meeting later and the
council said that it would be
discussed at that time. The
easement called for everything
to be done hefore May 1.
Estimate #4 from McAninch
Corp. on Phase 11 of the sewer
project in the' amount of
$26,994.69 was presented to the
council at this time. It was
moved by Clark and seconded by
Martin that the estimate be
approved. Vote on the motion
was, Ayes: All, Nays: None.
Robert Byers appeared before
the council at this time in regards
to the no-parking signs that had
recently been installed on Jef
freys Drive, He stated that in the
many years that he has had his

things that he wanted to discuss.
First he mentioned that he
thought the meeting last
Wednesday morning with the
Jimmy Dean people went very
well. The matter on how the
sewer charges were arrived at
nad been discussed at this meet-
ing and Bob proceeded to explain
to the council how they were
figured. The next item was that
MecAninch had asked for an
extension of time of Phase 1l ol
the sewer project. There has
been a problem getting some of
the material. Bob stated that he
would at a later date advise the
council on how much of extension
was needed. The next item was
the work across the country club.
He said that the shaping had
been well done but the linishing
work he was not satisfied with at
this time. In regards to sod or
grass seed he said that he would
like to recommend grass seed. It
was decided after discussion of
the matter that Duayne Fletcher
would get some of the board
members of the club together
along with either Bob or some
other member of the engineering
firm and walk the grounds and
see¢ where the sod was needed
and if parts of the ground could
be seeded. Bob also stated that
when the plans were drawn up
for Phase II of the sewer project
that they included the best check
valves available at that time,
however in the meantime there
were some new micro switches
that act as a back up on the check
valves for an additional cost ol
$300.00. Bob was asking the
council to okay these new micro
switches and he would get it
approved by EPA and be added
to the grant. It was moved by
Martin and seconded by McNeal
that the micro swilches be ap
proved. Vote on the motion was,
Ayes: All, Nays: None. Bob also
presented an invoice for inspec
tion services from February 29,
1980 thru April 25, 1980 in the
amount of $5,362.79. It was
moved by Martin and seconded
by Clark that the bill be ap
proved, Vote on the motion was,
Ayes: All, Nays: None.

Robert Toland representing
Jowa Southern Utilities appeared
before the council and stated that
the franchise for the gas service
for the city expires in December
1981 and the electricity expires
in November, 1987. He was at
the meeting asking that the
council adopt new ordinances and
have an election on the new
franchise at this time. He stated
that the company usually takes
this action five years before it
expires but they were a little less
than that at this time. The

franchises are for 25 YEars The

ordinances are passed by the
council and then the company has
a special election for the people

to vote. He stated that the paper
work takes about an hour to

complete and wanted to know if
the council wanted a special
meeting or what, It was decided
that the council would just meet
an hour earlier at the next
meeting which would be at 6:00
p.m, on May 20th,

Lowell Crawford, Street Supt.
appeared before the council at

this time, He said that the trees

in the flower pots needed water

eouncil also looked over a report
from Keith Edwards in regards
to the soil and water conserva

tion of areas in the industrial

syark located adjacent to Jimmy
{h:-'.m Road and Tieken Drive.
The report also had a cost
pstimate. This matter was dis
cussed with the council also along
with the reporl ol theé ctoncrete
pipe under the entrance to
Babson Brot hers. There seems to
be a problem in this area and
does need immediate attention.
The clerk was instructed to get
in contact with the engineer and
discuss the situation. Nothing
else in the report was acted upon
At this tume.
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Recent Heavy Rains =

Washes Away Topsoil
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TOPSOIL LOSS: This dramatic photo taken by Seil Conservationist
Keith Edwards on a Clarke County farm shows the amount of top
soil lost during recent heavy rains. The rate of loss of this topseil is

of grave concern to everyone. A series of pictures in upcoming
issues will further demonstrate the problem.
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Keith Edwards, Clarke County
District Conservationist, says he
believes the southern half of the
county experienced rainstorms
of duration and intensity that are
expected to occur only once in 20
years. One field checked in Knox
Township had areas of sheet
erosion where between one and
two inches of topsoil were re
moved. Silt was piled up two feet
deep in ponds, in terraces and at
fences at several locations
checked,

By contrast fields of no-till
corn in grass sod less than one
mile away were completely free
of rills, "A pond below a no-till
corn in sod field planted on the
contour showed no siltation,”
Edwards said.

Edwards estimates soil losses
for the 80,000 acres of row erops
planted in the county at more
than 820,000 tons in June or
greater than 10 tons/acre aver-
age—more than twice the yearly
rate considered tolerable by
SCS.

Edwards thinks that 60 per-
cent of all row crop land in the
county suffered soil losses that
exceeded 10 tons/mcre and T5
percent of row crop acres had soul
losses in eéxcess of five Ltons/acre
in the last month.

ing and did the council want the
sireet dt'pl_ to do it on ri!j.' tLime
or hire a couple of the street
dept. employees to water them
truckers to park their trucks on their time as we had done in
when they stay at the motel. He the past. The council stated that
would like to ask the council if they thought they should be
they could remove the signs'or watered now and that to go
offer another solution. It was ahead and have the employees do
mentioned that the shoulder on it on their time for now. He also
the road is wide enough to park  stated that Lewis Soper was
the trucks on if it was rocked. retiring and did the couneil want
The city asked the street supt. if to advertise for another em
he would check to see if the ployee. The council instructed
parking was wide enough and the city clerk to put an ad in the
how much rock it would cost to  paper for another employee. The
rock the shoulder for the park

ing.
Yy

business on Jeffreys Drive that
there has only been one accident
on the street, He stated that
there is no place else for the
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Conservation Tours

The (larke County Soil Con
servation Service 1s sponsoring a
series of tours open to the public
featurning Mo Till farming
methods. All tours will begin at
6:30 p.m. on the following eve-
nings

Thursday. July 17 No-Till
Pasture Tour. Meet at SCS oflice
in Oseeola, Highway 69 North.

Monday. July 21 - No-Till Corn

Tour. Meet at East Lake Park,
just east of (sceola.
" Tuesday, July 22 - No-Till
Corn and Soybean Tour. Meet at
Murray Community Center in
Murray

For further information inter
ested parties may contact the
S8 pffice in Osceola.
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NO-TILL TOURS: To emphasize the value of no-till farming, the

\ VALUE OF SWITCHGRASS: Sally Gearhart, swilchgrass belonging to Knox Township farmer
Clarke County Seil Conservation Service is sponsoriog several tours 50il Conservationist summer student, Allen Weeda. Switchgrass is one means of preventive
open to the public. The first tour is Thursday, July 17 with Weeda and Melvin Moe, lowa Conservation soil erosion available fo area farmers.
interested parties to meet at the SCS office at 6:30 p.m. for a Commission Biologist, inspect a pasture of

pasture tour, The second meeting will be Monday, July 21 for a corn 3

tour and the third on Tuesday, July 22 for a no-till corn and soybean
tour. The above picture was taken on the Jim Jones larm in Doyle
Township and shows the value of holding soil despite heavy rains.
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4

— - = B —— — =

Soil Conservation Week, Sept. 14-20

To Fill Soil
Posts Nov. 3

The terms of four Clarke
County Soil Conservation Dis-
trict Commissioners expire this
year, when their successors will
be elected at the general election
scheduled for November 3.
There are three unexpired terms
of office to be filled.

The individuals elected will
take the oath of office and begin
serving their term on November
4, 1980. The unexpired terms of
office will be for a period of six
years, four years and two years.
The remaining term of office will
be for six years. The individual
will take oath of office and begin
serving the term on January 2,
1981.

Any qualified elector residing
in the soil conservation district,
which is all of Clarke County

including cities and towns, is : :

eligible for the office of commis L o o gy Y N 3 K .-i; R R Y v T

sioner, except that no more than L gl pel s A W o H:H" *.!"a' s :-"-;a’- VLR
o B el ’ LS . A, e

oneg commissioner may be a

resident of any one township. SHEET EROSION: Clarke County Soil Con-

ponds in the county were filled with sediment

Incumbent  commissioner  is servationist Keith Edwards, points out th followi .

Phillip Henrichs, Washington problems of sheet erosion, as seen in Ihi: pracfic:: TS dus fo.yp and down L
Township; therefore, residents photograph faken in Knox Township. Many :

of Washington Township would - - .

not be eligible for office at this e ——
Lime

Prospective candidates seek-
ing the office of soil conservation
district commissioner must file
nomination petitions in the same
manner as for other elective

/Tjd,-r i QI-JE/;_ ';CL{ - ,érn,g ,{'E
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CONSERVING \:'I-'ITH ‘Ih"l'l-’ﬂl,l.: Abave picture compares no-uill
corn plants [at right] with conventionally planted stalks. showing
thnlhizod.ﬂtr}:dﬁ are achieved with no-till method, This planting
met wi stressed during lowa Soil and Water ¢ srvati

Week, September 14-20, i i

positions at the general election,
except that no political party is
designated. Nomination petitions
can be obtained from the County
Auditor or Soil Conservation
District Office.

These petitions, signed by 25
eligible electors, must be filed
with the County Auditor at the
Clarke County Courthouse no
later than 5:00 p.m. on Septem
ber 10, 1980,

Soil Conservation district com
missioners serve without salary
and guide the overall soil and
water conservation program in
the county. For further informa-
tion pertaining to the responsibi
lities of a commissioner, persons
should contact the Clarke County
Soil Conservation District office,
B20A North Main Street, Os-
ceoln
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Sept.10 Deadline
For SCD Election

Terms of four Clarke County
301l Conservation Distriet Com
missioners expire this vear. In
dividuals interested in seeking
the office of soill conservation
district commissioner are re
minded to pick up nomination
petitions [rom the County Audi
tor or Soil Conservation District
Dffice

'hese petitions must be filed
with the County Auditor at the
Clarke County courthouse no
later than 5 p.m. Wednesday,
September 10.

For further information per
taining to the responsibilities of a
commissioner peErsons should
contact the Clarke County Soil
Conservation Distriet Office,

B20A North Main Street.

Osceola.
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A Message From
Governor Hobert 1. Ray

September, 1980

this summer. lowans
wilnessed some of '!I"It' worst sol

erosion to occur 1n the state lor

more Lhan thirty vears. Fast,
hard rains swept through county
after county, ravagsing unpro
tected fields Just ailter larmers
had [inished planting record

acreages of corn and sovbeans
I'he resulting soil losses, which

were highly visible and wide
spread, mapnified what often
oecurs to a somewhat lesser

degree each year. The amount of
soil lost to erosion—261 million
per vear f{rom cropland
alone, or an average of 9.9 tons
per acre per year for all lands in
the state, is twice the acceptable
erosion level for most soils.

Lons

@ - L L

rullies, rills and sedi

The

filled ditehis we witnessed

ast spring and summer have

been smmoit |"|- il OVEer

IONEg since
by tillage equipment or covered
bv green loliage. And larger
thl,iFdT[]l'rll. commercial lertil
izers, and improved hybrids have
|li"-'-l|'*- |

masked soil produe

tivity due o erosion. Because

erosion Is usually a gradual
Ameri

cans have tended to 1!|".+'||;II b1 |

process over Lime, mosi
sence of complacency about it
Do we have enough time to be
complacent? Will the
wiit until 1985 or the vear 20007
| think not
conservationists

problem

Soil tell us
that the topsoil might be gone
from some of our more [ragile
land in less than 20 years. We are
literally "Losing ground” to ero
sion, so we should recognize our

C;ié_, L2 5 &{?«_ Jl.-:_,g-‘*--“i—' =

- L L] - L

responsibility to do more to

preserve Lhis rich resource

Improved program strategies

.j.--.u-'.-‘i.r--i in recent years af
state and national levels must
now be put into action, After all,
those who use it tlogay are iLs

stewards for only relatively
shorl periodd ol Lime

We in
with Lhe

]-u'-.1 have ]l'li riw nation
level of support and
offered to
our soll conservation |H"1IL{J'-21.II}'~'.
We significant  stride
earlier this vear when the state's
wWere
amended, putting in place the
“lowa Soil 2000 Program”, a 20
year plan Lo reduce the state's oil
acceptable limits. 1
recommended additional monies
fir cost-sharing with landowners
even though our budget is tight.
Nearly $6 million in state funds

innoviations we have
LOOK A
conservation  laws

SO0

losses Lo

Boil and Water Conservation Week - September 14-20

(eers .
&,
o\ o olidies 1 1740

'How Much Time to Save Our Soil?

are now available for incentives
to landowners for installing per
manent and temporary soil con-
servation practices this coming
year

Commendable as all of this is, a
renewed emphasis on this prio-
rity is the only way we will reach
our ultimate objective of re
ducing erosion Lo elt‘l‘{'ptﬂhli—'
limits by the year 2000,

While soil conservation dis-
tricts and their elected commis-
sioners have demonstirated their
ability to deal with soil and water
resource problems at the local
level, accelerated soil conserva-
tion programs will require even
greater coordination among fed-
eral, state, and local units of
Fovernment.

| urge you to extend your
support to conservation officials,

farmers, and landowners who
are providing leadership to exist
ing programs. Let's all commit
ourselves to a better conserva
tion ethic so that coming gener
ations will know the same pro
ductivity weilth of
beautiful state that
fortunately enjoved

Soil and Water Conservation
Week is September 14-20

and aur
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Conservationist Edwards
Warns of Soil Loss

There are still many farmers
who question whether the soil
loss figures they see and hear are
accurate according to Keith Ed
wards, SCS district soil conser
vationist.

There are many who believe
soil erosion is a problem in
another part of lowa, but not in
their neighborhood or especially
on their own farms.

On one hand, it's understand
ahle, Edwards admits. A soil loss
of 10 tons an acre (the lowa
average on cropland) is only 1/14
of an inch across the acre, That's
very difficult to notice and there
are years soil loss is less than
that

On the other hand. there are
years when soil loss is much
greater. The erosion that oc
curred this vear over much of the
state was all too easy Lo see Or
think about how your land looked
10 vears ago and how it looks
today. Anyone with any sloping
land at all has probably seen
lighter colored soil in spots and a

build-up of soil at fencelines—
sure signs of erosion.

“Look at soil surveys, where
topsoil depths are described,
Edwards says, "then compare
that to original topsoil estimates,
and you'll find the soil loss
figures being quoted fit the
historical picture.

“Figures like two bushels of
topsoil loss for a bushel of corn
produced, and an inch of soil lost
every 11 years are attempis to
help visually explain soil losses.

“] have an idea, though, that
deep down most of us who work
with the land know 1If were
losing soil. The question then is
whether we care enough to do
something about it.”

Only three months after
Clarke County received heavy
rains Lthat resulted in some of the
worst single erosion events in
history Edwards reports having
seen three fields of meadow fall
plowed up and down the hill.

These [ields will inevitably
lose 10-14 tons of soil before corn
becomes established next year
and the vegetation can provide
some needed protection, he
stiatles,

(iood alternatives are avail
able. Using a chisel plow and a
disk on the contour would have
eut losses Lo about five tons per
ACre per year and no-till on the
contour would farther reduce soil
losses to about two tons

Edwards recommends no lall
I_p|n',l.;r.1,_'_ due to |1.1[tgt']' of erosion
from both wind and water.

Soil and Water Conservation
Week September 14-20

LIVING MULCH: Hands of soil conservationist Keith Edwards hold
foliage of crown vetch in a Bar-C-Bar plot five miles south of
Osceola. Now in the establishmen! year of a five-year no-till
program, the vetch will grow in the next six months to form a living
mulch and reduce the need for herbicide application, Edwards says.
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school crossing zones. The beginning of school also means that our ”"E:::rmh Efder. Chariton. Iatilira ic :1: ';:r;:f,“: Dyt Ll
neighborhood streets will be crowded with students, many of them yisld. $26.00. i AR (i e e (1 Nt |
younger children experiencing a complex traific environment on George Page, Osceola, no driver's speeding, $26.00
their own for the [irst time. According to MeCarthy, “This license, $21.00 Mary Nee, Leucadia, California
e necessitates extra driving care during both the early morning and 51r?ggrﬂr:;a;'§j :"::EIS'..H:JIA thaelt in the s . r 5,.9_:.-. ' l.;“. A
L/ J"r;f.- ,-*x;-rv"*‘*? tﬁl“*'} afternoon hours and be especially observant of speed limits and chhuam e Tincecls: . Iaure o 1 __""4;' ;';1-.' Y - =
f}:P 7 \ school erossing signals in the community.” MeCarthy went on to say drive on right side of road, $21.00 Sharry Pllcher. Kansas City. N N
..-truf""?’_""- ' ﬂ?ﬂ'ﬁ?”:‘:l;' “that 20% of all children between the ages of 5 and 14 who die in an Ron West, Osceola, fallure to have  sourl, speeding, $26 0
;: . # accident are pedestrians, and extra attention on the part of drivers control, $36.00 Kenreth Summers, Kansas Uity :
durmg school times can substantially reduce that number.” In Coug F!utlE.“‘-ﬂrﬂll Oscecla, reckiess Missauri. speeding, $46.0 :
addition, parents should remember Lo dn{;ln!g. 5:){;3'::\) ant Des | Moines . :- at --“ A BTSNy ARee x
1.) Dress their children in lighter colored clothing as darker 5;;9::rl|r.nq_ “5;5;; : = i g ‘T I“__"_:_J___ Kansas Clty. Miss WM
morning hours draw closer Randall Mathews, Murray, careiess ourl speeding. T46. 00
2.JHave children cross only at crosswalks driving, $24.50 Krandell Buftington, | spead
3.)Teach them to look both wavs before crossing. Be sure the way Karl Hansen, -Sherrard, Ilfinois ng, 526 0K
15 f't':'ﬂ.]' h?lﬂrt- starving Lo cross un:?i.:.“enli,;ﬁ.-?.jl Gph:.“,. TP TF..-.I.I-II.-.I..h.I"{.. '.-'-l"' BAARAY1 VA
4.)Teach children to rross only an proper signal ,,II__'GI”__}_E;M'__;::H:,; 541:"’.:'5-" el _III = ey lionBos. TRl
5.)Be sure they watch for cars turning corners Joel Jessup "Osceola possassion souri, speeding, 536,
6.)Never let ~hildren go into the roadway from between parked ol alcohol by person under age, 1 year Joseph Graham, Hudson, Wi
cCArs protation
7.)Where. there is no sidewalk, and it i1s necessary to walk in Oon Walrad, Osceola, reckiess

ARSI o e B S5 {in driving, $51.50
roadway, have the children walk on left side, lacing trailic. Frank. Baad.  Olathél  Kansas.

8.) Familiarize your children with all traffic control signs, signals speeding, $26,00

and markings, Don Anderson, Lee's Summit, Mis
= souri, speeding, 246.00
Glann Stullars F’L"ru theft In the Steven Block, Independence, Mis

5th e $58 00 sourl, speeding, $36.00
ith degree, $58 Robert Berggquist, Minneapolis

coum NEWS the Bth degree, $58,50 Minnesota, speeding, $26.00

Larry Boylan, Des Moines, thell in

Paul Johnson, Murray, failure to gnﬁaniiﬁwnf-uslerﬁ_ Kansas City, Mis-
Jield, §26.00 oih, _ =
The following real estate Glenn Stulters, Peru, theft in the Richard Carrell, Kansas Cily, Mis-
L2 AN sourl, speeding, 546,00
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Conservationist Edwards Says —

Erosion Control A Must

“Contour stripcropping sys:
tems offer efficient erosion con
trol”, notes Keith Edwards, Dis-
trict Conservationist.

A quick look at a soil map
reveals that within most crop-
land fields there are several soil
types. These soils have different
production potentials and should
be managed individually.

Soil erosion reduces crop
wvields by two major effects, Soil
erosion removes valuable nutri-
ents and thus reduces the f[er-
tility of the soil. The other effect
is the loss of organic matter
which affects the soils ability Lo
absorb and store water. As a
result, the soil becomes more
droughty.

“Contour stripcropping has
several advantages” says Ed
wards. You can match crops to
the productivity of the soil. This
may involve gearing seeding
rates and fertility and herbicide
rates to each individual soil type.

Contour strip cropping in-
creases fuel and time efficiency,

All areas of the field are pro-
ductive. Waterways, headlands
and odd areas can be utilized for
hay production.

And finally contour striperop
ping is a cheap and effective
erosion control practice.

N
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INEXPENSIVE SOIL PRACTICES: Two inex- alfalfa separates two strips of corn. Below, the
pensive soil conservation practices being stressed  effect of simple straw mulching on new grass
during Soil and Water Conservation Week, seeding can be seen at the new high school track.
September 14-20, are shown in the pictures above At left, rill erosion is quite evident on the
and below. Above, strip farming of hilly ground is  unmulched section: while at right of the black line
shown at the Cecile Marquis farm, six miles east  no erosion at all is noted in the mulched section.
of Osceola, wher€ a strip of orchard grass and  In addition, the seeding was taller and denser.
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SCS Conservationist Keith Edwards Sees......

Need for More Farm Terracing |

“Terraces are a proven soil
saving practice and a lot more
are needed,” says SCS [hstrict
Conservationist Keith Edwards
“Hut what we're really advocat
ing during Soil and Water Con
*"I'\';H 100 IHEI" i"“."k | Bs A resource
management system

“Conservation practices need
to be selected that best fit each
farmer’'s operation and his land.

Edwards says Lthat il you grow
eorn and sovbeans in a rotation
or cut corn silage from a field you
probably need terraces The
reason Lhese fields are so critical
i they lack adequate amounts of
1'-_-“!11"' COver

Also soybeans and corn for
silage are usually planted later
and are harvested earhier leaving
the soil unprotected for a longer
Lime.

Edwards expects about 0,000
acres were planted to soybeans
in Clarke County in 1980 and that
tbout 60,000 acres need con
serviation treatment

lerraces alone rarely provide
adequate protection,” Edwards
admits, “We see a lot ol terrace

fields that have been tilled
with 4 moldboard plow and disk
that need maintenanee, Farmers
need to change to no-till farming
or rotate meadow with eorn and
soybeans if theiwr lerraces are
filling up with silt.”

SCS designs terraces (o hold

Forunofl water from the field
above them. However, al cur
rant average erosion rates a field
loses 17 of topsoil every 14 years
so a terrace would be full of silt in
nbout 25 years

Applying no-till could extend
the life to over 100 years and
increase maintenance intervals,
thus reducing the cosis

A new Lype of terrace 15 being
tried in lowa, with an advantage
over other terrace types of its
comparatively low price tag. It's
referred to as a narrow base
terrace. Narrow base terraces
cost about 40 percent less than
grassed backslope terraces be
cause earthwork is less

Narrow base terraces have
other advantages, Farmers don't
have to farm around the intake,
50 equipment size isn't a factor
and there is added salety sinee
farm machinery never is operat
ing on the terrace

Edwards [eels terraces will be
used to combat erosion in the
future, bul soil conservationists
will stress a blend of permanent
conservation practices with tem
porary conservation  measures
and recurring managements.

“It's a lot like making a cake”
Edwards says, "It takes a proper
blend of ingredients in sequence
for it to come out right,”

NEW TERRACES: Soil and Water Conservation
Week, September 14-20, is a good time to stress
construction of farm terraces and the benefits to
be accrued, says SCS district soil conservationist
Keith Edwards. Above, he is shown inspecting a
new terrace on the Enquist-Murray farm, just

north of the Ottawa Corner, that curves around
over a quarter-mile. In the picture below, a
slightly older terrace in the same farm plan has
already grown a good protective grass cover
[outlined by black lines].




Clean Field, No Weedsls

Fuller’s No-Till Experience

A clean field. no weeds, and 2
hoped-for yield of 100 bushel
corn. is Adrian Fuller's first
experience with no-till corn
planting

He and district soil conserva
tionist Keith Edwards, worked
out a no-till program for a
20-acre test plot on Fuller's Knox
Township farm and got under
way with soil preparation on
April 28

First the ground was sprayed
with 110 pounds of liquid nitro
gen, followed by the application
of one quart Paraquat, one pound
of Bladex and one-half-gallon of
[.asso per acre.

Ten days later, on May 8, an

L -

early variety of corn was planted
with a no till planter at the rate
of 22.000 kernels per acre. Nine
and a half gallons of tractor fuel
was required to plant the 20
JUTES

Fuller wasn't in the field to
check it until it was about three
feet hieh, and then again on
September 18 he checked it again
and found the clean, weed-[ree
field mentioned earlier and stalks
stunding well above his head-
many with two ears

He will start picking this corn
soon, and will report on the yield
achieved—which he hopes to be

in the 100 bushels per acre
range

NO-TILL CORN: Adrian Fuller is shown with stalks of corn from a

20-acre no-till test plot on his Knox Township larm. Many stalks
have two cars, he states,
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EROSION DAMAGE: Rill erosion betweenthe
rows of a conventionally tilled Clarke County
farm, ranging from four to six inches deep, and
two Lo three feet wide, shows the saoil loss that can
accompany poor stewardship conservation prac-

(f_;;«,g sokla S, Tl
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litm This corn was about four feet tall by the
Fourth of July and had good canopy cover, but it
needed the double protection of last yvear's corn

n-_aldu:- for adequate soil protection, according to
stil conservationist Reith Edwards.




Annual Soil
Speech Contest

The Soil Conservation Annual
Speech Contest will be held
Thursday, October 16, at 7:30
p.m. at the Soil Conservation
District Oifice.

The topic this year is “Water,
Air, Soil——Means of Survival”
All Clarke County students
(grades 7 through 12) may parti
cipate  on the district level
Awards will be given, first place
$25.00, second place $15.00, and
third place $10.00.

I'he speeches given by con-
testants must be five to ten
minutes long. Contestants will he
asked two general questions
about the topic. Speeches will be
judged on originality, aptness of
thought, accuracy of informa
tion, and the manner in which
they are delivered

The district first place winner
will compete on the regional level
with nine other district winners.
The regional winner will go to
the state level to compete.

To enter, contact the Soil
Conservation Distriet office, Vo
ag instructor or speech instrue
tor. They will be able to supply
information on the topiec.
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(larke County voters followed
the national trend in helping put
a new president into the White
House, By almost a two-thirds
majority, 2,417 votes for Ronald
Reagan to 1,619 votes for Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter. Clarke
County gave their support to the
Republican candidate. Indepen-
dent candidate John Anderson
finished with approximately
seven percent of the vote with
310 votes

Despite pollsters predic-
tions of the race being
closely contested, a record
turnout of voters in many
places invalidated the call
for a close contest and gave

GOP Senate candidates con-

trol of the Senste for the

first time in 26 years.

Fair weather aided in promot
ing a good turnout of voters as
the number voting exceeded the
general election turnout of vot-
ers in 1976 by approximately 400
persons in unofficial returns. The
predicted race between incum
bent Senator John Culver and
challenger Charles (rrassley was
close, but rural area voling
strength gave the six year office
to Grassley

Joe Gross of Mt., Ayr
defeated incumbent Arlo

Hullinger of Leon for the

seat of lowa Representative

from the 47th Congressional

District. Gross carried

Clarke, Ringgold anu Union

counties by narrow margins

with Decatur County sup-
porting Hullinger. Unofficial
returns give Gross the seat

with approximately 600

voles, In Clarke County,

Gross received 1,751 votes

to 1.534 for Hullinger.

Repuhlican Cal Hultman, chal
lenging incumbent Tom Harkin
for the Fifth District U.S. Con
gressional seat, was defeated by
a large margin, 2,874 to 1,333.

Stearns Reelected

In local races, Democratic
incumbent John Stearns was
reclected as Sheriff of Clarke
County. Stearns received 2,385

votes to 1,929 for challenger Bob

Elmore in a close contest

County Auditor Emil Rinder-

spacher was unchallenged for(

reelection and polled a total of
3.233 votes. Clerk of Court

Frances Winship, also unchal-

lenged, polled 3.180 wvotes for
return to office

Republican supervisor Le-
land Hunt was returned to
office over a bid by challen-
ger Linda Ballard. Hunt
garnered 97 votes to 637

for Ballard.

Switchgrass Available
On Cost/Share Basis

District Soil Conservationist
Keith Edwards reported that
monies are being made available
to farmers on a cost sharing
basis for the planting of switch-
grass, Clarke County is one of
the counties affected by the
program that will affect farmers
in Adair, Lucas, Madison, Ring
gold, Union and Warren counties
as well as those in Clarke

Switchgrass, a tall, warm
season native prairie grass, can
supply excellent forage for cattle
during hot summer months when
conl season grasses are dormant.
A good stand of switchblade
grass may require a year or two
to become established, but will
last indefinitely when this is
accomplished.

Edwards stated that a good
system of pasture rotation incor-
porates both grasses that can
withstand winter cold as well as
summer,. drought-like condi
tions. Nebraska has served as a
pioneer in this pilot program

with cattlemen achieving excel
lent results with switchgrass, It
has exceeded bromegrass in the
production of dry matter

The Iowa Conservation Com
mission will spend $100,000 per
year derived from the sale of
Wildlife Habitat stamps ' to cost-
share the establishment of
switchgrass on private land in
selected Iowa counties. If the
program is successful it will be
continued for 10 years.

Much of Iowa's upland wildlife
is produced on privately-owned
agricultural lands. Declines in
pheasants and other wildlife
have been associated with agri
cultural land-use changes that
have reduced nesting and winter
cover. In order to remedy this
situation, an agricultural crop
that is both economically desir-
able to the landowner and bhene
ficial to the nesting wildlife is
needed. Southern Iowa meets
the requirements for the wildlife
and of land that will fit into this
pattern.

Sign-up for the program will
be from September 1 to Degem-
ber 31 of thus vear for [armers
living in the seven counties listed
and for the 1981 crop year.
Applications will be reviewed by
the lowa Conservation Commis-
sion on the basis of site suita
bility, soil type, topography,
field size, availability of water
and fencing.

Cost sharing will be set at 50
percent of the cost of seed,
agricultural lime, other [erti
lizers, seed bed preparation,
seeding, rolling not to exceed $50
per acres. After the first year,
the cost will not exceed $15 per
acre with farmers required to
sign a five-year contract.

Edwards asks that any farm
ers interested in following up
on the program, to visit with
him in the conservation office.
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Leonard Siefkas, Democrat,
will serve as the new supervisor
from District 3 as he won the
contest over Gary Duggar, 648 to
520, Incumbent Richard Hill did
not seck reelection

For Soil District Commission-
ers, Adrian Fuller received 2,262
vots for the two year term and
Thomas Whitehill received 2,125
votes for the [our year Lerm.




Conservation Tillage Seminar
Osceola 4-H Building
January 8, 1981

EXHIBITS © DOOR PRIZES © SPEAKERS ® PRODUCER PANEL

—PROGRAM-—
9:30 View Exhibits
10:30 Insect Control in Heavy Residue
11:00 Determining Your Soil LosS
11:30 Problems with Pesticide Application
12:00 Lunch, View Exhibits, Door Prizes
1:00 Weed Control in Heavy Residue

SOIL TILLAGE DISPLAYS: Keith Edwards, fairgrounds bailding last Thursday. The sr_l_:l'liu:r
district soil conservationist, right, inspects com- attracted a Sﬂﬂd numhlr-r of farmers Irom Clarke
mercial displays at the soil tillage seminar and surrounding counties.

1:30 Soil Fertility and Conservation Tillage SR . e oo

2:00 Conservation Tillage Practitioner

SPONSORED BY: Soil Conservation Service and Clarke County Extension

Service. and Local Planning Committee: Bob Cooley,
Richard Barr and Jack Ames.
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Fickets on Sale for s creks
Conservation Meet K;}
Tickets are now on sale for the ’-:

annual Clarke Soil Conservation
District banquet to be held
Monday evening, January 26, at
the Osceola Methodist Church,

They may be purchased at the
district's office, 820A North Main
Street, or from individual dis
trict commissioners.
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Aust Will Speak
At Soil Banquet

Erwin Aust of Shenandoah,
area soil conservationist, will be
the featured speaker at the
annunl Clarke Soil Conservation
District banquet, scheduled for
Monday night, January 26, at the
Oseceola Methodist Church, Time
of the banquet is 6:30 p.m,

Among other items on the
evening program will be showing
of no till slides by district soil
conservationist Keith Edwards:
and presentation of awards to
i‘uupi-rtltnrm in sevieral ciale
BOries.

Tickets will be  available
through January 20 at the soil
district office on North Main
Street; or may be obtained from
soil districl commissioners.




Young Farmers
Form at Murray

A Murray Young Farmers
Organization has been formed
through the High School Voca-
tional Agriculture Department.
Those on the advisory council are
steve Chamberlain, chairman,
Gary Dugger, Randy Dunfee,
Frank Jones and Tim Shell.

Young farmers are invited to
attend an educational meeting
Thursday, January 29, at the
Murray High School lunch room
at 7:30 p.m. Topic of discussion
will be “"Conservation Tillage”.
Keith Edwards, Clarke County
Soil Conservationist will be pre-
sent to show visual aids and
answer questions on the subject,

il bt
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Seven Receive Awards at Annual
SWCD Conservation Banquet Mon.

Recognition was given to those
persons ih Clarke County who
have worked with the Clarke
County Soil and Water Conser-
vation District during the past
year and been successful in their
projects. Awards were made at
the Monday night, January 26
district banquet held at the
United Methodist Chureh in
Osceola,

A 6:30 p.m. dinner was served
in the dining room at the church
following an invocation given by
Pastor Richard Eis. Adrian Ful-
ler, district commissioner,

CONSERVATION AWARD WINNERS: Recipi-
ents of soil, water and management awards at
Monday night's banquet included Robert Toland,
representing the Clarke County Development

served as master of ceremonies
for the occasion and introduced
Phil Henrich, commissioner and
assistant commissioners Faye
Webb and Doyce Miller. Past
commissioner Carl Handrock was
in attendance and introduced as
well as charter member Melvin
Goeldner.

Heceiving recognition were
Wendell Christensen and Brad
Shipman of the Bar.C-Bar

Farms Inc. who were presented
with the New Cooperator A-
ward.

Keith Davis was the recipient

of the owner-operator award for
water and land use management.

The landlord-tenant award
was given to W, W, Reynoldson
and Steve Shaw for erosion
control and windbreak projects.

This was followed by the
Sweepstakes Award presented
to the Clarke County Develop-
ment Corporation and accepted
by Corporation vice-president
Bob Toland, The award was
given to the Corporation for their
interest and cooperation in work-
ing with the Soil Distriet in
water and land control struc-

hl.k_w_;ﬁ '. = , ;:

Corporation, Mr. and Mrs. Brad Shipman and
Wendell Christensen, Keith
Reynoldson and Steve Shaw.

Davis, W. W,

tures .on the industrial site in
west Osceola.

John Klein, Clarke County
Conservation Board officer, re-
ported on the work being done
by the organization and showed
slides of projects currently
underway in the county and of
the educational program that has
been tnitiated.

Keith Edwards, SCS District
Conservationist, made a slide
presentation that stressed the
need for conservation and gave
graphic examples of the amount
of soil loss each year in Clarke
County. The percentages of soil
loss on farms in southern Iowa is
alarming.

“Since the district was formed
36 years ago,” said Edwards,
“the need for all types of soil and
water conservation has increased
rather than decreased.” Slides
taken in various townships
proved the points made by
Edwards. For those farmers who
have experimented with no till
planting, the results have been
encouraging and are such that
more emphasis is needed to
increase the number of acres
under this type of soil manage
ment.

Erwin 0. Aust, Area Conser
vationist for the Sopil Conserva
tion Service from Red Oak, was
introduced and told of the need
for the adoption of additional
acres in the no-till program.

Aust used an overhead pro
jector to show figures pertinent
to Clarke County on gains farm
ers might make with a soil
management, crop rotation pro-
gram that incorporates no-till
farming. Examples of farmers
who had made the change-over in
Montgomery County were cited
via a slide presentation.

Master of ceremonies con
cluded the evening with a
drawing of gifts donated for the
oceasion and an invitation to

attend the third district banquet-

Monday night's Soil Conser-
vation banquet had an aftermath
that was not thought of in
advance by one of those attend-
ing. When door prize gifts were
being made at the coneclusion of
the evening, Eva Kelly had a
choice of %ifts to choose, Without
much hesitation she selected u
gallon of paint and carried it over
to husband Jerry and set it
before him. Jerry didn't appear
too happy with his spouse's
choice of prizes. “Looks like work
to me,” grumpfi;ﬁ.]errs.
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Full Use Schedule for Outdoor Classroom
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TREE PLANTING PROJECT: Students plant, stake and record
gpecies of trees on the Clarke 14-acre outdoor classroom.

OUTDOOR CLASSROOM PANORAMA.: Lll’gt aerial 'pl'lﬂiu of the lelt, a liﬂhl‘tﬂ]ﬂl’ﬂi aresa is a s
Clarke Community junior high-senior high school complex [top is  Following the gully southeasterl
east] in northwest Osceola clearly shows the l4-acre outdoor plantings and forage plots superv
classroom area in the center foreground — directly west between the  |ocation for the viewer, the gravel
pond and the building complex. Small walk bridge is seen spanninga  going east from Circle B Cash

small arm of the one and & half acre pond. Obliquely upward to the  boundary of Osceola city. '

Clarke Community school dis- . . . . . . . .

trict's award-winning 14-acre portion of a pasture area be- would never have gotten off the
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Coal May Be The Answer —

County Sits on Energy

By Terry Knudson

~ In a day when "beat inflation™
is on everyone's mind the pros-
pect of rekindling the energies of
coal are seriously being consid-
ered. Geological surveys have

1Y

JUSTIN TINDLE, a four year old from Oscecla, points toward th

~

been conducted in various coun-
ties of lowa locating one of man's
cheapest sources of energy.
Clarke County has coal beneath
it, but how much and where the
largest veins are is not known.
The only attempt to mine it was

T T a

abandoned coal mine site at Woodburn. Justin's generation may see
coal production be attempted again in Clarke and surrounding

counties.
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in 1876 when the Osceola Coal

Company was formed and tried
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Water Board
Proceedings

WwATER BOARD
PROCEEDINGS
February 5, 1981

The Water Works Board of
Trustees did meet in regular
session this Sth day of February,
1981 at City Hall at 7:30 p.m. All
members were present.

The meeting was called to
order by Chairman Wood and the
following bills and claims were

resented for approval.
General Telephone Co.,

Service 31.93
Great Plains Gas, Pro

pane gas 112.00
1.S.U. Co., Ser. plant,

tower 1,537.26
University Hygienic Lab,

Water tests 51.00
Herman Gracey, Mile

age, school fees 43.80
1.S.1. Co., Repairs on

hot water heater 27.36
Acco Unlimited Corp.,

Chemicals 3,483.54
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Seek West Lake

Control Method

The public is invited to partici-
pate in the environmental evalu-
ation of the West Lake measure
planning area within the South-
ern lowa Resource Conservation
and Development Area,

The objective, identified by
sponsoring the Osceola Municipal
Water Board and the Clarke Soil
Conservation District, is to in-
stall best management practices
to reduce sediment delivery Lo
West Lake.

A public meeting will be held
to obtain public comment and to
explain planning procedures as
set forth by the National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act and other
laws. The meeting will be Febru-
ary 17 at 10 a.m. at the Soil
Conservation Office in Osceola
located at 820A North Main.




Full Use Schedule for Outdoor Classroom
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OUTDOOR CLASSROOM PANORAMA: Large aerial photo of the
Clarke Community junior high-senior high school complex [top is
east] in northwest Osceola clearly shows the ld-acre outdoor
classroom area in the center foreground —directly west between the
pond and the building complex. Small walk bridge is seen spanning a
small arm of the one and a half acre pond. Obliquely upward to the

Clarke Community school dis-
trict's award-winning 14-acre
outdoor classroom, located
southwest of the high school
bullding in Osceola, will he
reevaluated in 1981 to determine
future plans for its development
and use.

Originally conceived in early
1971 by Leland Dolecheck,
Clarke vocational agriculture in-
struetor, the project was enthus-
iastically carried forward by the
Clarke FF'A chapter and won it a
gilver award and a $270 cash
prize in the 1978 national FFA
“Building Our American Com-
munities Award” program.

Completion in its present size
and form required the coopera-
tion of many people and organi-
zations.

Eight acres of the total had
been used by the Clarke ag
classes as a demonstration plot
for farming and conservation

rrastinoc hut thero wae a |aree
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portion of a pasture area be
longing to Charles Morgan.

Donates Land

First step was acquisition of
about five acres of land occupied
by the gully and adjacent drain-
age area and this was achieved
when owner Charles Morgan
donated this amount of land to
the school board, to be used for
the outdoor classroom project.

The Soil Conservation Distriet
became a cooperator in the
project and aided in two ways:
First, by helping secure a Rural
Conservation and Development
grant to fund construction of a
dam; and second, Ly surveying
and designing the water control
measures to be undertaken and
then overseeing construction.

This was achieved under the
direction of Keith Ticknor, dis-
trict soil conservationist at the
time. and in Dolecheck's words

i @
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left, a light-colored area is a section planted to native grasses,
Following the gully southeasterly can be seen some of the tree
plantings and forage plots supervised by ag students. To adjust the
location for the viewer, the gravel road at top left center is the road
going east from Circle B Cashway store corner—the northern

boundary of Osceola city.
- L] . -

would never have gotten off the
ground.”
Dam Came First

Construction of the dam for
the one and a half acre pond was
the first construction step, in
1973, and when it was completed
other work then began.

School administrators, teach-
ers, students, FFA, youth con-
servation board, and the Soil
Conservation Service put to
gether a development plan for
the 14-acre area—and every one
of these groups made definite
contributions to the completed
project, especially the elemen-
tary, junior high and senior high
school students who provided
most of the labor force.

Trees and shrubs were
planted, a bridge was con-
structed, a native grasses plot
was laid out and other domestie
grasses and legumes were
nlanted in the aren incliding

ELUIY COCCITIR nwn:f"'ﬂ" POTTIION OT
the school district’s Jund and a
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brome, orchard grass, timothy,
tall [escue, erown vetch, birds
foot trefoil and red clover,

The lake, when filled, was
stocked with bass, catfish and
bluegills provided by the Iowa
Conservation Commission fish
hatcheries and it—as well as the
balance of the area—is open to
public use. Dolecheck states that
it is not heavily fished and there
should be some unwary beauties
awaiting an angler's hook,

Leadership

Leadership of the outdoor

classroom use has been accepted

! by David Johannes, high school
! biology instructor.

TR Y e T Oy ST -

According to him at the pres-
ent time—when weather per-
mits—the area is used by the
junior high Earth and Life
clisses; by the senior high biolo-
gy and environmental science
classes; and by the FFA Chapter
in its soil conservation, forage

TREE PLANTING PROJECT: Students plant, stake and record
species of trees on the Clarke 14-acre outdoor classroom.
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and soil surveying studies. An
estimated 400 to 500 students
yse the area during a typical
year.
Side Benefit

A side benefit has accrued
from the project, control of the
tremendous amounts of water
flowing from the huge concrete
parking lot, tennis courts and
athletic field around the school
complex. 1

About 40 acres is drained
altogether and most of the water
makes its way down through the
former gully. The lake also
serves as a biology and wildlife
laboratory.

Ongoing Plan

Johannes and Dolecheck would
like to see an ongoing plan
developed, including planting of
more lrees and native grasses
permitting growth participation

by future classes.

Water Roard
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¢ to take soil sample cores is part of the
ese elementary school youngsters at the
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Nelson to Speak
At Spray School

Jim Nelson, lowa State Umi
versily extension weed special
tst. will be in Usceola to address
an extension spraver school to be
held Friday morning, March 6, at
the 4-H building beginning at 10
A.1m

Among the subjects to be
covered are maintenance. plumb
ing, calibration and general oper
ating. principles.

=lanted to tie-in with zero
cultivation practices, extension
direetor Alan -~ Teel "says the
meeling will attempt to answer
Lllll'.‘-i]“”f\- .II:]II|1|| MOsSt  CONMmon
spraver [ailures

Teel says that use of highly
abrasive wettable powders
under high pressure —cauoses cal
ibration wvariables that do not
always permit fullest efficient
use of sprayer equipment. This
will be addressed at the school.
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50 ATTEND SPRAY SCHOOL: Wendal Saun-
ders of Delavan Corp. explains sprayer mainten-
ance and adjustment techniques to some of the
nearly 50 farmers attending the extension

W

M v e

sprayer school at the Osceola 4-H Building last
Friday. Jim Nelson, extension weed control
specialist, also took part in the school.
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March — Out Like A Lion —
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SHADES OF 1936; What could be blowing snow
on the last day of Merch—isn't. It's dust from a
fall plowed field coupled with winds that gusted
up to 35 miles per hour Tuesday. The small
amount of rain received recently was not enough

o eceoka Ao plivia b
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to prevent soil from blowing. The picture was
taken northwest of Osceola and shows how tracks
and power lines are blotted from view in the

quarter mile pictured above.




Edwards Fears Erosion —

Lack of Moisture

“lowa farmers may be faced
with another year of severe soil
erosion,” said Keith Edwards,
local SWCD officer. Present soil
and moisture conditions could
make 1981 a repeat of last year,
when June rains caused severe
soil loss on more than four million
acres of lowa cropland. In the
hardest hit areas of southwest
lowa, soil losses approached 150
Lons per acre.

At the moment, conservation-
ists are especially worried about
wind erosion, “We've got the
potential for a very serious wind
erosion problem," said Edwards.

"Some people think wind ero-
sion is only a problem in north
central Jowa, but that's a fal-
lacy," says Edwards. “Wind ero-
sion can occur anytime the soil is
bar, smooth, loose, dry and
finely granulated. It only takes a
13 miles per hour wind to start
soil particles moving.”

“The unusually nice fall weath-
er allowed farmers to do a lot of
fall tillage and there's been little
Snow to cover the bare, dry soil,”
Edwards continued, “and now,
our mild weather is prompting

farmers to get an early start on
spring tillage.”

Edwards is encouraged by the
growing number of farmers us.
ing conservation tillage. "About
two-thirds of lowa’'s farmers are
leaving some erop residue on the
soil surface over winter for
protection.” he says. “But most
of them aren't leaving nearly
enough residue. You need half
the original residue left on the
soil surface after planting to
eliminate wind erosion and sig-
nificantly reduce water erosion.
Most farmers are still doing too
much tillage."
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Teachers May

‘No Till’ Meet
Set April 14

Increased interest in “no till
farming” has resulted in addi
tional information being made
available on the subject. Keith
Edwards, District Soil Conserva
tionist, announced that a public
meeting will be held at the 4-H
building in Osceola on Tuesday,
April 14, to provide information
on the subject.

Two films, one on application
of herbicides and insecticides,
and the other on application and
the necessity of accuracy, will be
shown at the meeting which will
start at 7:30 p.m.

The Clarke Community Soil
Conservation District will be
sponsor for the meeting.
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Attend Program

The lowa Teachers Conserva-
tion program will be offered in

Indianola from

June B-26. A

blend of activities, lectures and
direct experience in the environ-
ment with local resource people
makes the program valuable to
teachers in any subject field at
any grade level. Participants
learn the environmental educa
tion process by using it in
hands-on activities which are
suitable for various teaching
situations.

The program is co-sponsored
by the University of Northern
lowa, Warren County Conserva-
tion Board, Dept, of Public
Instruction, Warren County Soil
District, and the lowa Conserva-
tion Commission. Three semes-
ter hours of graduate credit are
offered for the 15-day course.
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Summer Conservation

Camp Set for June 8-26

The award winning lowa
Teachers Conservation Camp
programs will be held June 8-26
in Indianola and July 6-24 in Fort
Dodge. The 32-year old program
is co-sponsored by the Univer-
sity of Northern Jowa, the State
Conservation Commission, the
Department of Public Instruction
and local conservation agencies.
Enrollment is open to teachers in
any subject field at any prade
level and also to non-teachers.

“The whole objective of the
program is improvement of in-
struction in conservation and
environmental studies,” said
Bernard Clausen, director of the
ITCC since 1960,

Two courses are offered in the
program—the field-oriented
lowa Conservation Problems and
an advanced course in Environ-
mental Education Program De
velopment. Each course runs for
three weeks and is worth three
hours of graduate credit. Class

days are from 8:30-4:30 Monday
through Friday.

The general course sequence
begins with local natural history,
basic ecology and environmental
awareness, and continues with
natural resource use and man
agement. Socloeconomic con-
siderations and political contro
Versies concerning environment
are also discussed.

Some of the topics covered in
the course include ecological
principles, teaching on the school
grounds, and the development of
programs for the participant's
school.

The program is held in differ
ent locations each summer to
give those who might not he able
to travel a chance to attend
Moving the camp also allows the
localization of course material

Local environmental problems
and issures are used in the
courses to show teachers how to
use their surroundings in the

{"P'Le;- 16, 1 TF/

classroom. Teachers are also
introduced to environmental ex-
perts in their community who
can  help them with their
teaching during the vear,

These resource people include
local Soil Conservation Commis-
sioners, people from the county
conservation boards and plan-
ning agencies, public officials
involved  with  conservation
policy making, farmers, and local
experts such as bird watchers
and history bulfs.

“Personal experience in the
environment has been the fun-
damental guideline for the pro-
gram since its inception,” said
Clausen, "Participants learn the
environmental education process
by using it in hands-on activities
which are suitable for wvarious
teaching situations. We teach the
theories along with specific local
examples for the class, and show
the class working models of
environmental problem solving.”

Over 2,000 people have partici
pated in the program since 1950,
For more information about tui-
tion and enrollment contact:
Bernard Clausen, Director-lowa
Teachers Conservation Camp,
Cedar Falls, lowa 50614.
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CCCB Inspects
East Lake Dam Scenes at Folk Artin Forest Saturday

At a meeting of the Clarke : < 0 . b -
County Conservation Board \

earlier this month at East Lake
Park the dam there was inspect
ed and executive officer John
Klein was instructed to sign an j TR el S § - ._ :
approved inspection report, i o i e L S DI agal?
when it is prepared. : <

Also at that meeting the board
approved certain activities for
the May 30 Folk Arts in the
Forest at the East Lake site.

These included approval of the
use of horses at the park that
day; allow the sale of lunch by
LDS church women; allow the
use of muzzle-loading firearms
for display purposes; and allow
the use of one area for a mud
tug-0-war.

The board also directed Klein
to begin a multiflora rose control
program in county parks, and
approved the loan of picnic tables
from Hopeville Park for the
Grand River Centennial celebra-
tion.
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Workshop
Set for July 5-10

The lowa Teachers Conserva-
tion Workshop will be held at the
Springbrook Conservation Edu
cation Center near Guthrie Cen-
ter, July 5-10.

The program will provide an
intense, but balanced variety of
topies demonstrating ecological
relationships, energy flow, and
ideas for presenting these topies.

For additional information and
registration forms, contact the
Soil Conservation Service, 820A - -

N. Main Street. Osceols. SATURDAY SCENES: Some of the folks exhibiting at the third
annual Folk Arts in the Forest Festival at East Lake Park last
Saturday are seen above. Top left, Aletha and Howard Ruble of

performing. Lower left, local artist Doris Canavan illustrates
l!.ndmpe painting procedures; and lower right, Clarke County
: _ Conservation Board officer John Klein takes a well-deserved
| ' P near Woodburn are shown with two of their Edsel collection. Upper breather after getting the show on the road.
({ It{ﬂ-'tﬂ-‘ j s

right, behind the scenes at the shelter house, while musicians are

ﬁﬂ,ﬁ 2 0_#{ s ¢ ‘L(éw- =

/;J"Z-f.arfﬂ ':"?f /:flf/

( 2 S9LY

—— o




Drenching Rains, High
Winds Damage Area

MUTE TESTIMONY: Mute testimony to the
force of Sunday night's twister which set down at
the Osceola airport is the wreckage of a plane
belonging to Irving Taylor of New Virginia. Eight

of the 10 hangar spaces were demolished, and
Gerald Clark's Cessna was flipped 60 or 80 feet
and only the fuselage remains, Estimated total
damage is $80,000 to $100,000.
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Southern Iowa's drought came
to a wet and windy ending
Sunday afternoon and evening as

up to six inches of rainfall
(unofficially) was received locally
with high winds damaging trees,
buildings, power lines and planes
at the Osceola airport.

Local weather statistician
Trenneth Johnson recorded 4.83
inches of rain over the four hour
period when thunder, lightning
and a tornado warning kept area
residents inside. Low flying
clouds dropped torrents of rain
as winds veered from the north
to south and east. Hail accom-
panied the rain with reports from
various parts of the county
placing as much as two inches of
stones in the southeast part of
Clarke County and badly dam-
aging newly emerged corn.

Threatening skies brought a
tornado watch in late afternoon
and the report was changed to a
tornado watch shortly after 6
p.m. The tornado whistle was
blown at approximately ¥ p.m. at
the height of the storm with most
area residents seeking shelter in
basements. It was at this time
that winds of up to 70 miles per
hour were received and hangers

and planes at the Osceola Munici-
pal Airport were either blown
away or damaged.

Nine of the ten hangers at the
airport were either blown away
or badly damaged—the excep-
tion being the one owned by
Delbert Denly, airport manager.
The hanger contained an antique
bi-wing OTW Meyers, and re-
ceived little damage.

A Cessna 150 owned by Gerald
Clark was torn loose from its
moorings and turned upside
down about 70 yards to the west
of the runway. Other planes
received varying amounts of
damage.

Woodburn Damaged

A [urniture warehouse in
Woodburn belonging to Charles
Rodgers was completely des
troyed by high winds that were
estimated in the 60 to 70 mile per
hour range. The warehouse,
located on the southeast edge of
town, contained furniture and
carpeting that was blown out of
the store when the walls and roof
were torn loose. No estimate of
the damage was immediately
available.

Trees were blown down,
blocking streets, and cleanup of
the area will take considerable
time. Harold Edgarton, living
immediately south of Woodburn,
reported that considerable dam-
age was done to low lying areas
that were flooded when over

three inches of rain was recedved
in the aron.
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Edwards Says SCSto

Continue Soil Survey

During the next two years, the
U.S. Soil Conservation Service
will continue to examine “sample
units” of land in the county, as
part of its national resources
inventory.

“We're looking at a total of
about 70 sample units in the
county that have been randomly
selected,” says Keith Edwards,
SCS district conservationist. “On
each of those 160-acre units, we
sample three points."

Edwards says 109 different
information items are being re-
corded. They include such things
as soil type, whether the land is
prime farmland, cropping his-
tory, water and wind erosion
potential, and conservation prac-
tices being used.

Other information being re-
corded includes the present type
of land use, the condition of the
land, and extent of conservation
treatment needed to control soil
erosion.

“We've studied the land and
made inventories before,” says
Edwards. “It's a little like a
professional sports team. You
come back each season with
mostly the same players but you
evaluate them to see how they've
changed, and you make adjust-
ments.

Our evaluations may not be
every year, but SCS is in the
inventory and monitoring busi-
ness now to stay. It will be a part
of our job to keep up with how
our resources are changing."”

But Edwards stressed that the
ongoing study was not accurate
enough to be reliable on the
county level. "It would be too
costly to sample enough points
for statistically reliable informa-
tion locally. It will be reliable on
a regional or statewide level,
though, and we may be able to
make judgments about our re
sources |ocally. None of the
information gathered identifies
any landowners; it's strictly a
resource accounting study."

The SCS goal is to get 40
percent of the field work finished
this year, and to complete the
work in 1982, The results will be
computerized nationally through
a laboratory at lowa State Uni
versity and presented to Con
gress

“The plan is to repeat the
inventory every five years, and
use the information to help guide
voluntary conservation pro-
grams nationwide,” says Ed
wards, The Resources Conserva-
tion Act of 1977 calls for a
continual appraisal of natural
resources,
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AAA ALK away or damaged,
Nine of the ten hangers at the

Fi L r

S 7a ,/ airport were either blown away . - | - )
or badly damaged—the excep- A Va -,_;XJ_,L__..{_ q_{__.éi.
tion being the one owned by SRR

i
Delbert Denly, airport manager. - 7/
The hanger contained an antique AL J
bi-wing OTW Meyers, and re
ceived little damage.
A Cessna 150 owned by Gerald
Clark was torn loose from its
moorings and turned upside
down about 70 yards to the west
of the runway. Other planes
received varying amounts of
damage.

/7L

Woodburn Damaged

A furniture warehouse in
Woodburn belonging to Charles
Rodgers was completely des.
troyed by high winds that were
estimated in the 80 to 70 mile per
hour range. The warehouse,
located on the southeast edge of
town, contained furniture and
carpeting that was blown out of
the store when the walls and roof
were torn loose. No estimate of
the damage was immediately
available.

Trees were blown down,
blocking streets, and cleanup of
the area will take considerable
time. Harold Edgarton, living
immediately south of Woodburn,
reported that considerable dam-
age was done to low lying areas
that were flooded when over
three inches of rain was received
in the area.

Soil Erosion

Keith Edwards, local district
soil and water conservationist,
reported that damage to crops
varied in the county with early
reports showing that hail dam
age in the southeast part of the
county appeared to be the worst.

Topsoil that was on steeper
slopes that were being row
cropped were especially vulner-
able to the heavy rains with some
areas probably having to be
replanted as crops were badly
damaged by the washing.

The bright side of the picture
was that farm ponds, many of
them dangerously low, were
replenished by the moisture and
filled to overflowing In many
instances.

West Lake

A potential rationing of water
for city water users was averted
with the rains that fell Sunday.
Bob Collins, city water plant
employee, reported that with 4.6
inches of rainfall registering at
the plant, West Lake rose a
dramatic four feet 11 inches
from the time the rain started
until the Monday morning mea
surement at 9 a.m.

The level of water i1s presently
16 inches below the spillway of
the dam with Squaw Creek still
running and raising the level of
the reservoir

Members of the City Water
department had expressed con
cern over the level of West Lake
and were making plans for water
conservation at the time of
Sunday’s rains

Service Restored

Power failure was a matter of

} individual lines being down to

customers in various parts of the

county. Work crews from Clarke

Electric Cooperative fanned out

in all directions Monday to

restore service where wind had

toppled trees and branches over
power lines.

Service was expected to be
restored by noon Monday.




Ask Questions
About No-Till

No-till or mot to till is a
question that a lot of farmers
have been asking this past win-
ter and this spring. It is a good
question and one that we don't
have aMl the answers to.

However, we do have some
research experience with no-till
and we have quite a few farmers
who have been successfully using
no-till for a number of years.
There are advantages and some
problems also.

Some of the advantages in-
clude reduced soil erosion, re-
duced time to put in a crop and
reduced fuel consumption. Some
potential problems include weed
control and getting a stand.
Disease and insect problems are
generally no different from con
ventional tillage.

] don’t think there 1is any
question anymore that no- till will
reduce soil erosion, especially
compared to conventional mold-
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Moisture Totals over 7”’

For June after Dry Spring

Wednesday's early morning
rain brought the June moisture
total to nearly seven inches
locally and aided in bringing the
1681 total a bit more in line with
the yearly average.

Clarke Countians were well
helow the average at the start of
June and farmers were con-
cerned over crop prospects and
low farm ponds. Starting with
the .06 of an ineh rain on June 3,
the heavy 4.83 inches received on
June 7 which was followed by six
other rains of smaller amounts,
moisture has ceased to be a

.
-

pressing problem at the present
time.

The heavy June 7 rain, which
was accompanied by hail, washed
soil in most fields in the central
and eastern part of the county
Soil conservationist Keith Ed
wards reported that the rains of
that magnitude, five inches 1in
three to four shours, occur only
once in every 100 years. The soil
damage is heavy in Clarke Coun
ty as a result of the runoff

Temperatures have been rela
tively mild for the month with no
&) degree readings having been
recorded to date.
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STOCKING CANADIAN GEESE'As part
attempt to stock Canadian gees in southern

ks T o
] a¥

of the in the hopes that they will make i1 Their nome,

The birds are presently molting and unable to

lowa, eight of the big birds were released fly. Since they normally nest in April, they will

Maonday at East Lake. Adrian Fuller holds one of
the geese just before it was released. Four

have time to become acclimated to their new
home before migrating.

females and four males were placed at the lake
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were Jo Newport, Freda Gor
don, Sue Brandhorst, Martha
Rowland and Erma Scritchfield
(tie), CeCe McDowell, Sally Rie-
kena, Marla Hart, Ann Smith,
Inez Davenport and Guyla Pat
rick,

Committee for Tuesday, June
30 will be Freda Gordon and
Linda Heed.

N.B.Bridge Club

Enjoys Afternoon

The N.B. Club met Tuesday,
June 23 in the home of Lila
Westerfield with Mrs. Ted Nan
nen and Pauline Hall as guests.

Prizes were earned by Mrs,
Clarence Shearer and Mrs, Mel
vin Goeldner.

Club will meet Tuesday, July 7
at the home of Mrs. Helen
Wilcox.

candles. Ushers were David Sny-
der, brother of the bride and
Jess Caswell of Des Moines.

Following the ceremony a re-
ception was held in the church
fellowship hall. A three-tiered
wedding cake was served by the
members of the United Metho-
dist women.

Attending the guest book was
Mrs. Sharon Pontier of Des
Moines, sister-in-law of the
groom. Presiding at the gift table
were Brenda and Carla Appleget
of Norwalk.

The bride is a 1981 gral:lual;e of
Drake University. She is Depart.
mental Supervisor of Peterson
Harnéd Von Maur. Jay is Bur-
ger Chef evening manager on
Fleur Drive, in Des Moines. Jay
is a 1980 graduate of Morning-
side College in Sioux City.

The bride and groom will
reside in Des Moines following
their honeymoon.

Family Attend
Birthday Party

Leah Henry was honored Sun-
day, June 21, at a birthday
supper given by her parents, Mr.
and Mrs. Denny Henry at her
grandparents home, Mr. and
Mrs. Kent White. Leah was
celebrating her first birthday.

Those attending were Mr. and
Mrs. Kenneth Henry and Dan,
Vera Dougherty, Mr. and Mrs,
Ed White, Ryan and Angie, Mr,
and Mrs. Dan White and Missy,
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Marker,
Lori and Lucy, Mr. and Mrs,
Doug Henry, Paul and Michael
and Julie and Karla Ballard.

“ALERT ™ WATCH OUT FOR
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~-Public Notice-

Itis Dangerous and

Unlawful to

Shoot Fireworks

For some years there has been an lowa law declaring
the sale and shooting of fireworks unlawful.

In recent years a number of incidents involving the
shooting of fireworks in Osceola have occurred. U. S. mail
boxes damaged. Persons can be seriously injured by them,
and property damaged. Some years ago, in nearby Chariton,
an lowa youth lost an eye.

Therefore, we want to put everyone on notice that city

and state statutes covering firecracker violations will be
rigidly enforced.

Such violations are subject to a fine of *100, or 30
days in jail, or both. They will be enforced in Osceola!

By Order of Chief of Police
BILL HARLEY

OSCEOLA, IOWA
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State Tests Show No Yield
Loss in Conservatlon Tlllage

“The results show that conser-
vation tillage systems can be
used in a corn-soybean rotation
with reduced soil loss and with-
out sacrificing yields,” says
Keith Edwards, district soil con-
servationist.

Ten years of tillage studies
that offer answers to many
complex questions surrounding
tillage systems, Edwards states.

One 5-year study, comparing
seven tillage systems with con-
tinuous corn at lowa State Uni-
versity found the conventional
fall plowing system produced the
top yields.

However, a similar 5-year
study, comparing five tillage
systems with a corn-soybean
rotation, found little difference in
either bean or corn yields due to
the tillage systems.

“One of the most important
things found, so far as farm
application of erosion control
practices is concerned, was the
unexpected high level of soil
protection provided by soybean
residue,” Edwards said.

Before spring tillage or plant-
ing; soybean residue covered 73

. . . .

Bushels Per Acre, Compared: fg;g

Fall plow, spring disk and drag
Till-plant (Buffalo planter)
Spring disk

Spring plow, disk and drag
Slot-plant on ridges

Fall chisel, spnng field cultivation .

Slot-plant

percent of the soil wurfure. 'L::urn
residues covered 76 percent.

However, sovbean residues
are very f[ragile, are easily
damaged, and verv little tillage
was required to destroy the soil
coverage.

Slot planting in a no-till system
reduced soil coverage to about 37
percent. Disking and planting
left only 12 percent of the soil
covered, about the same as fall
chisel plowing.

Corn residue is tougher. Slot
planting left 53 percent of the
surface covered. Spring disking
and planting left 31 percent of
the surface covered and fall
chisel plowing, after stalk shred-
ding, left 30 percent of the
surface covered.

The corn-soybean rotation
tests were made on the same
tillage systems as the continuous
corn, excepl that slot-planting
without ridges and the spring
plowing systems were not includ
ed.

Average yield results for the
two 3-year studies, adjusted for
unusual conditions, were:

Corn  Beans

After After
Corn Beans Corn
143 139 40
137 135 39
134 137 41
132 - -
131 135 41
..... 129 138 40
... 124 “ue --
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TERRACES REDUCE EROSION [I? 184) U9ALS 19y3any 1 90110N g this suffered severe silting and
crops in the recent deluge which afl P3148q J8AI0] 3q 123[RaIaY) JO0 ,gung plants. Terraces like these
Clarke County was reduced wher '39110U §143 jo uonwanqnd puodss re water, later releasing it at a
installed conservation practices sy 243 JO 2P 3y WO} syuow e,

intake terrace [above and helow].
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family, Lyle Leggett and family
and Robb Leggett and wifle

Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Banks
and daughter, Kathy from Wis-

named District Court, as pro-
vided by law, duly authenti-
cated, for allowance: and unless
so filed within six months from
the second publication of this
notice (unless otherwise allowed
or paid) such claim shall there-
ifter be forever barred.

Dated this 31st day of August,
1981,

William E. Green, Box 145,
Lrure, lowa 50257 and Donald L.
sreen, Rt, 2, Box 123, Osceola,
owa 50213, Executors of said
dstate.

James H, Cothern, 122 W.
lefferson, Osceola, lowa 50213,
Attorney for said Executor.

Date of second publication
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) ANY LENGTH FOR YOU!
Made, Installed On The Spot.

Aluminum baked-on
enamel

30 year limited war-

ranty.
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MATES, Check My Prices!

pamless Rain Gutters

RR No. 1 Woodburn lowa Ph:515-342-7007
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Colors:
brown, black, ivory
in stock. Other col-

ors available upon
= request.
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Regular council meetings the
month at 7:00 p.m. at Senic
Special Council meetings are
board,

 —

CLARKE 1«

DEVELOPMENT

(reorge Buese!

Bob Toland, Vice-President
Clayton Secott, Secretary. DI
Kenneth Dunn, Gerald Edw
Flaherty, Bob Horton, Denis
Marvin, Jr., Judy Mason, Lloy
Dr. Fred Wood and Don Wubl
“Regular Meetings at 10:00 s
at Clarke Electric Co-op, open

Promoting the Economie Dey
Phone 342-294.

e
OSCEOLA PUB

300 8. Fill
Phone 34

Hours: 1:00-5:30 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.q

Board of Trustees Meeting I;
7:00 p.m.

SOUTH CENTRAL CHI
Dr. James A. Kinnard. P.C.
Chiroprs

Corydon, la. 50060, 410 Eas
Leon, 1a. 50147, P.O. Box 307,
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Estate of Wenmeth Hhaerwood | ——




TERRACES REDUCE EROSION: Damage to
crops in the recent deluge which afflicted crops in
Clarke County was reduced where farmers had
installed conservation practices such as the tile
intake terrace [above and below]. Those without

Emergency Funds
Available for ASCS

Friday's rain storm caused
severe damage in Clarke County.
Farms suffering severe damage
may be eligible for assistance
under the Emergency Con-
servation Program administered
by the county Agricultural
Stabilization and Conservation
Service ( ASCS) if the damage: is
unusual in character and is not
the type which would recur

Y rau WisEE cawt _g * I TH O SR e ——
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frequently; materially affects
the productive capacity of the
farmland: if not treated will
impair or endanger the land; and

practices such as this suffered severe silting and
washing out of young plants. Terraces like these
temporarily store water, later releasing it at a
non-corrisive rate.
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State Tests Show No Yield
Loss in Conservatio'n T.iIIa_ge

“The results show that conser-
vation tillage systems can be
used in a corn-soybean rotation
with reduced soil loss and with-
out sacrificing yields,” says
Keith Edwards, district soil con-
servationist,

Ten vears of tillage studies
that offer answers to many
complex questions surrounding
tillage systems, Edwards states.

One 5-year study, comparing
seven tillage systems with con-
tinuous corn at lowa State Uni-
versity found the conventional
fall plowing system produced the
top yields.

However, a similar 5-year
study, comparing five tillage
systems with a corn-soybean
rotation, found little difference in
either bean or corn yields due to
the tillage systems.

"One of the most important
things found, so far as farm
application of erosion control
practices is concerned, was the
unexpected high level of seil
protection provided by soybean
residue,” Edwards said.

Before spring tillage or plant-
ing; soybean residue covered 73

percent of the soil surface. Corn
residues covered 76 percent.

However, soybean residues
are very [ragile, are easily
damaged, and very little tillage
was required to destroy the soil
coverage.

Slot planting in a no-till system
reduced soil coverage to about 37
percent. Disking and planting
left only 12 percent of the soil
covered, about the same as [all
chisel plowing

Corn residue is tougher. Slot
planting left 53 percent of the
surface covered. Spring disking
and planting left 31 percent of
the surface covered and fall
chisel plowing, after stalk shred-
ding, left 30 percent of the
surface covered.

The corn-soybean rotation
tests were made on the same
tillage systems as the continuous
corn, excepl that slot-planting
without ridges and the spring
plowing systems were not includ-
ed.

Average yield results for the
two 5-year studies, adjusted for
unusual conditions, were:

L L L] L]
: Corn  Beans
Bushels Per Acre, Compared: g (G "See
Corn Beans Corn
Fall plow, spring disk and drag 143 139 40
Till- plant (Buffalo planter) 137 135 39
Spring disk 134 137 41
Spring plow, disk and drag 132
Slot-plant on ridges 131 135 41
Fall chisel, spring field cultivation 129 138 40
Slot-plant 124 - e :
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will be so costly to correct that &

the farmer cannot do it without =

Federal assistance and is truly
an emergency condition for the
farmer. That is, it is so severe
that the farmer cannot correct it
using his normal labor supply
and farm equipment that is
normal for the area and his other
resources are such that
assistance is required to restore
the land,

A farmer qualifying for ECP
assistance may receive cost-
share levels not to exceed 64
percent of the cost for per-
forming the following type of
measure:

Restoring conservation
structures and other similar
installations. Farmers who feel
the damage is sufficiently severe
and their capabilities are such
that assistance is necessary to

correct the problem, should
mentant tho sty ASCS affice

e ST AN CE oY
Iater than August 10, 1981, the
deadline for filing requests.

The ECP Is a ashort Lerm
prograom and requires that those
producers participating must

completo theée conservailon work
in @8], Pracuicoes ahouid not be
siarted wntil an  ""oneAiie’”  dn-
gpectlon of the damagod bires has
bvery mnnde by the OO or ks
reprosenlative The OO will |
roview thisa Iinspection whon
conpldering the reduest For oost
vont-ahonre apsigstanca

Anmwor - Fow  this prirtdecidor commont an that?
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Answer— [I'd been looking for

a drill that would cover a variety
nf stinations for about five years.
l'could see a need for such a piece
of equipment and last fall a
neighbor of mine brought one of
these in to no-till tn some wheat
ground. | went over and looked
at it, looked at the literature,
called the company and [ ordered
| ome two days later. [t has a
whale”™ of a fulure i southern
fowa Like I sasd, Fve done a
varety of thmgs with of. f'm
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BULKY MACHINE: And heavy, too, is the 6 100-pound |empty]
intersceder used in drilling alfnlfa seed into 40 acres ol bluegrans
sod on the Ed Hatashak larm in Ward Township. Plicture was taken
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24-ROW INTERSEEDER: Above 24-row seeder
drill, weighing three tons empty, was used in a
40-acre interseeding project on the Ed Ratashak
farm in Ward Township on August 21. Alfalia

\nterseederiﬂtérview Leads

into Soil Conservation Week

wils cOnaueLea oo e L Nneiia
shak farm northwest of Osceola
in Ward Township on August 21
A Wayne County interseeding
contractor, John Sellers, Jr. was
interviewed on the Ratashak
farm by Keith Edwards, Clarke
County soil conservationist,
Forty acres were seeded in this
praject. Interview follows:
Question— John, tell us about
your interseeder: Model number,
where it'is available and what
you've used it on so far this year.
Answer— [t's a Haybuster
Micro seeder drill, 12 foot, & inch
spacings, used for no-till in vats,
no-till in soyheans, pasture inter
seeding, no-till milo and 1n vana-
tions of all of these crops in
various stages of tillage. [
kuven't done any wheat yet, but
will be starting that soon
Question— Today we are in a
pasture situation. Do you want
to tell us a little bit about what
you are doing for this farmer?
" Answer— In this particular
sutuafion we  are H:ff':l":nr'r-d’em,l
alfalfa into Bluegrass sod. He has
\’un'mf fertilizer, cut weeds off of
the top and got the canopy doum
low. I'm comimg in right behind
that and interseeding the alfalfa
and then when I am done he unil
spray f*unj‘riru.rjf |a conlact herbi.
cide] on it and wait for a rain
Question— John, I'm interest
ed in how vou got started in
doing interseeding? What was
your first contact, and what do
you think of the progress so far
in southern lowa?

due to the late date of publication
on Labor Day weekend.
must be in by 5 p.m. Friday
before the Friday night games or
postmarked on Friday by that
Lime.
Changed to Sentinel

The following week's contest
entries will be published in this
week's Sentinel and will permit a
longer period of time for con
testants to get their entries in
Watch for the following week's
pames in this issue of the
Sentinel

The contest entry blanks for
the remainder of the f{ootball
season will be published in the
Sentinel
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I cowld see a need for svch a nece
of equipment and last fall a
neighhor of mine brought one of
these u to no-till tn some wheat
ground. | went over and looked
at of, looked atl the lLterature,
called the company and I ordered
one two days later. It has a
“whale” of a future m southern
Jowa Like I said, 've done a
variety of things wsth it. I'm
keeping it real busy eight months
out of the year. It 1s truly a year
around piece of equipment that I
think will really “catch on” with
farmers in southern fowa. A
70-80 HP tractor is required to
pull it

(Question— In Soil Conserva
tion programs we are getting a
lot of interest in no-till row crop.
It seems this piece of equipment
would have some possible poten
tial in  narrow row soybeans
going no-till. Do you want to
comment on that?

Answer— ['ve done about 300
acres of no-till soybeans with ths
drill this year in a variety of
situations from sod that was used
with Paragquat and Roundup to
corn stalk ground that was
no-tilled to soybeans mto hal
damaged wheat and harvested
wheat, and H'z--_u have all _,?'u.:-i!
ciame n like “gang busters”
They are some of the best bea s
in Wayne County

Question— So you've followed
up on these fields—have you
noticed any difference in erosion,
comparing beans you put in
no-till vs. some that were con-
ventionally tilled or chisel plow
minimum tillage?

Answer — There is no compar-
ison this year. As you know, the
riin fall we've had here n
southern lowa was really ab-
normal in July. There 1s just no
comparison between the no-tell
and the conventional tillage.
We've got very lLittle erosion tn
the no-till beans, and in conven-
tional there is sheet and rill
erostom and gully erosion you
wouldn't believe, especially in
the northern part of Wayne
County.

|Continued on Page 8|

1

seed was introduced into bluegrass sod. The
interseeder contractor, John Sellers, Jr. of
Wavne County, is also a conservation district
commissioner,
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BULKY MACHINE: And heavy, too, is the 6,100-pound [empty]
interseeder used in drilling alfalfa seed into 40 acres of bluegrass
sod on the Ed Ratashak farm in Ward Township. Picture was taken

August 21,

e ]
More aboul—

Interseeder Interview

[Continued from Page 1]
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Question— Going back to the
machine a little as it sits here, 1
thought we could go through and
describe to the people some of
the component parts that make
the drill work. Let’s start, as it
passes over the groud. What is
the first step as the machine puts
the seed in?

Answer— Well basically it s
a very heavy duty, double disc
gpener and this penetrates
through the foliage, the ground
cover and cuts doum nto the
desired depth into the ground.
The seed is deposited inside
these double dise cuts and thena
cast tron presswheel follows this
up. {t 1s possible unth this drill to
get nearly 10,000 lbs. of down
pressure weight on these 24
rows, so that is adequate to cut
through most any ground cover
that a farmer would be facing.

Question— Does it have the
capability of putting on mixed
species and fertilizer? Would vou
also comment on how is the

depth adjustment on this
machine?
Answer— You can put fert:-

lizer wath 1t of you want to and as
far as mixed species, there is no
prr;hﬁ m there. You just mir it
up. Because of the weight of the
drill— the thing weighs 6100 [hs.
completely empty—it doesn’t
shake going down through the
field, therefore, there s no
separation of different densities
of seed

There are two different ways
you can adjust your depth: One is
with your hydraulic system — the
amount of force you pul on the

double disc; [two] With press
wheels actimg as a depth gauge
adjustment. Thus you have two
different ways to set your depth,
according to what kind of field
conditions met.

Question— Does this drill also
have the possibility of interseed-
Ing warm season grasses? | know
that hasn't been tried much but
there are some people interested
in going into sites that have
steep slopes and do not want to
do a tillage either with a brush
disc or with a heavy disc and
would like to renovate pastures
and there is a lot of interest now
in some summer grazing.

Answer— Yes, this thing uall
work for that. I did 18 acres on
the south side of Stephens Forest
planting Indiangrass in just this
type of terrain.




Propose New Rules for

Land Disturbances

Clarke County Soil Conserva-
tion District is proposing rules

for certain land disturbing ac

tivities on nonagricultural and

construction sites.

A hearing will be held at 7:30
p.m. on September 21, 1981 at
the Clarke County Soil Conserva-
tion Distriet Office in Osceola to
receive comments from those

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING ON
RULES FOR CERTAIN LAND

DISTURBING ACTIVITIES

ON NONAGRICULTURAL
AND CONSTRUCTION SITES

CLARKE COUNTY SOIL
CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Under authority set forth in
Chaper 467A, Code of Iowa 1981
{(amended by Senate File 262,
69th lowa General Assembly,
1981 session), the commissioners
of Clarke County Soil Conserva-
tion District have proposed rules
for filing affidavits related to
erosion control in conjunction
with certain land disturbing ac-
tivities on nonagricultural and
construction sites.

A copy of these proposed rules
may be obtained at the Clarke
County Soil Conservation Dis-
trict Office, 820A North Main
Street, Osceola, lowa.

Notice is hereby given that a
public hearing will be held at the
Clarke County Soil Conservation
District Office, 820A North Main
Street, Osceola, lIowa, 7:30 p.m.,
September 21, 1981, at which
time an explanation of the pro-
posed rules will be made and
opportunity to comment on the
proposed rules will be provided.

Commissioners of Clarke County

Soil Conservation District
By: Richard Carson,
Chairman

affected and other interested
members of the public.

District commissioners will
consider all comments received
at the hearing prior to adopting
the final version of the rules,

New lowa law no longer re-
quires the filing of erosion con-
trol plans for review and ap-
proval by soil conservation dis
trict commissioners.

Effective October 1, 1981, the
law requires that, before land
disturbing activities occur, the
land disturber must sign an
affidavit stating that he will
comply with established soil loss
limits.

Land disturbing activities are
defined as land changes—clear-
ing grading, excavating—which
may result in soil erosion from
wind and water. In most cases,
single family residences or areas
of less than 25,000 square feet
are exempt.

Copies of the law and rules
proposed by the soil conservation
district commissioners are avail-
able for review at the Clarke
County Soil Conservation Dis-
trict office, B20A North Main
Street. Interested persons may
file written comments with the
distriet.
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Explain County, State
Conservation Roles

Conservation agencies in lowa
often cooperate on joint projects
because they have similar goals
In conserving natural resources
But through this co-aperation
some confusion may exist about
what each does.

Because this is Soil Conserva
tion Week, September 13-19, it
appears that now would be a
good time to clear up some of this
confusion; to name the agencies
in Clarke County, and the people
who make them run.

For example, if a farmer wants
to build terraces to protect his
land, he gets involved with more
than one agency.

The U.S. Department of Agri
culture Soil Conservation Ser-
vice gives technical help on
where to put terraces and how to
build them; while the Agricul
tural Stabilization and Conserva
tion Service (ASCS) or the soil
conservation district provide
cost-sharing funds. Soil conser
vation district funds come
through the lowa Department of
Soll Conservation.

Other major agencies involved
in conservation are Lthe lowa
Conservation Commission and
county conservation boards. A
brief description of each of these
agencies may help you keep them
straight

There are 100 local soil conser
vation districts in lowa—one per
county and two in Pottawattamie
County. The districts set policy
for local conservation projects.
Each district is governed by five
locally elected commissioners
who serve without pay.

In Clarke County the soil
conservation district commis
sioners are Richard Carson,
chairman, and members Adrian
Fuller, Phillip Henrichs and E,
Lloyd Morgan. One seat on the
district board is vacant because
of a resignation. Assistant com-
mussioners are Doyee Miller and
Betty Webb,

Keith Edwards is the distriet
soll conservationist, who carries
out the policies of the district
board of commissioners.

County conservation boards,
another local agency, are esta
blished at the discretion of each
county. The county board of
supervisors appoints five per

T Y P F U ON ProTaAm
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are authorized to levy up to one
mill of property tax for acquisi
tion, development and manage
ment of county parks, museums,
wildlife areas and other natural
areas

Members of the Clarke County
Conservation Board are chair
man Ron Whitham, and mem-
bers Frank Riley, John O'Neall,
James Asmus, and Harold Bon
nett. Executive and operating
officer 1s John Klein,

Agencies

The lowa Conservation Com-
mission 1s the state agency that
provides recreation areas, wild
life areas, forests and nagural
and cultural preserves. The com-
mission also regulates outdoor
recreation activities and helps
coordinate the county conserva-
tion boards

The lowa Department of Soil
(Conservation, also at the state
level, assists soil conservation
districts with local resource man-
agement programs and allocates
state financial incentive program
funds.

The department also admini-
sters Lhe state's mine reclama-
tion laws and assists conservancy
districts in developing water
management plans for the state's
six major river basins,

On the ({dderal level, the
USDA Agricultural Stabilization
and Conservation Service admin
isters most of the cost-sharing
programs for soil conservation.

These include federal funds for
a basic cost-sharing program
with farmers, forestry incen-
tives, emergency conservation
funds and special projects. Other
programs include loans and price
supports, crop disaster relief,
rural clean water and production
adjustment,

ASCS is guided at the county
level by locally elected, three-
member county committees,
Members of the Clarke County
Committee are: Billie Chase,
chairman, and members John T.
(O'Neall and Merrill McCarty.

Another USDA agency is the
Soil Conservation Service. SCS
provides technical assistance to
land owners and operators apply-
ing soil conservation practices.
This agency is responsible for
developing soil surveys, monitor-
ing soil and water resources and &

conmervation disuricts

flood prevontion programs
porsannnl work through the so

i
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INTERSEEDER SIDE VIEW: Side view of the interseeder drill
used in a 40-acre project on the Ed Ratashak farm on August 21,
when alfalfa was interseeded into bluegrass sod.
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: _ personnel work through the soil
County conservation conseérvation districts.
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Emphasize Conservation

Needs During Week

Changing weather patterns
point out the need for effective
soil and water conservation ef-
forts on a year-round basis, and
district soil conservationist Keith
Edwards cites the 1981 cropping
SEAson as an example.

An open winter and warm, dry
spring caused heavy wind ero-
sion in lowa, especially on fields
that had been fall-tilled with a
moldboard plow. Dry soil condi-
tions worsened when excessive
pre-plant tillage caused scarce
soil moisture to be lost through
evaporation.

In late spring and early sum-
mer, intense rainstorms caused
excessive runoff and soil erosion
on many corn and soybean fields.
Many fields required replant-
ing—some more than once.

Soil erosion occurs when soil is
not protected from the forces of
blowing wind, raindrop impact
and flowing runoff water. On
unprotected soils, erosion is a
problem between harvest and
the following spring until a crop
canopy is established in early

summer.

The critical period for wind
erosion is during March and
April when Towa has its highest
winds.

Water erosion is critical be-
tween and mid-April and mid-
July. Two-thirds of lowa’s water
erosion occurs during this per-
lod, with more than hall occur
ring in June. This means that
much erosion can occur after
planting,

An effective means of minj-

mizing excessive soil erosion is.

with conservation tillage. Ed-
wards said conservation tillage is
essentially a residue manage-
ment system that leaves a mulch
of crop residue on the surface.
The effectiveness of conservation
tillage in reducing erosion haz-
ards is determined by the distri-
bution and quantity of residue on
the soil surface during eritical
periods.

Some lowa farmers have a
dopted conservation tillage
systems to protect the soil. Some

do no fall tillage; others substi-
tute chisel plowing or disking for
the moldboard plow to leave
about half the residue on the soil
surface after fall tillage following
corn.

In either case erosion-control
benefits of crop residue can be
further maintained by planting
with a slot or no-till planter, or
with light tillage before planting.

Erosion control starts in the
fall. Edwards said following soy-
beans absolutely no fall tillage
should be done. In the spring slot
or mo-till planting can be done
directly into bean stubble, or,
light spring tillage just prior to
conventional planting can be
done with a field cultivator or
disk.

After corn consider delaying
all tillage until spring, Edwards
suggests. This is especially rec-
ommended for soils high in silt
and sand, and low in organic
matter, In the spring slot or
no-till plant directly into residue,
or till lightly with a straight
shank chisel plow, disk or field
cultivator prior to planting.

On heavily textured, poorly
drained fields where fall tillage is
necessary, use a chisel plow or
disk instead of a moldboard plow,
Edwards said these implements
loosen the soil and leave at least
half the cornstalks on the surface
for erosion control. Tillage
should be done on the contour or
at least across the dominant
slope. Keep spring tillage to a
minimum-—one or two passes
with a field cultivator or light
disking before planting.

In most instances vields from

conservation tillage are compar-
able to those from conventional
tillage. Exceptions can occur on
heavily textured, poorly drained
fields where high amounts of
crop residue retard early crop
growth because of colder and
wetter conditions than a bare soil
surface.

As with conventional tillage
good stands and effective pest
control are required with conser
vation tillage for maximum
yields. Equipment, techniques
and materials are available today
to deal with these concerns in a
residue environment, the
specialist said.

“Conservation tillage is the
single most effective and least
costly means of reducing soil
erosion,” according to Edwards.
A growing number of lowa
farmers are discovering that it
can be adapted to a broad range
of soils and slopes. Conservation
tillage alone on level to gently
sloping ground can keep erosioh
losses within acceptable limits.
On steeper soils the use of
conservation tillage in combina-
tion with other soil conservation
practices is necessary,

Conservation tillage requires
nigh level management and
greater attention to detail. But
the benefits of reduced soil and
water losses, fuel consumption,
labor, field time and more timely
planting greatly outweigh the
increased management require-
ments.
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COREY AND THE DUKES:; Uorey Wuayle and his friends Bo and

i during
{ Hazzard] inspect a wild mushroom he found
:Ahu:f]'fi?d:lkg:-:gem September 14 tour of Redfern Timber Reserve.

He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Rick Quayle of Weldon,

l‘l 3 :Third -Gra ders T ake

Redfern Timber Field.Tri‘p

One hundred and thirteén
third graders from the Clarke
and Murray school districts took
part in a nature field trip to the
Redfern Timber Reserve, south
of Osceola, on Monday, Septem-
ber 14.

After a tour of the area, the
children, their teachers and adult
leaders split up into smaller
groups and took part in four
planned activities.

These included a five senses
hike, when the children inspec-
ted objects visually, and by
touch, taste and feel; a seed
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dispersion game, where young-

sters learned how seeds T:-*?re
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DON'T Pl

LOW THIS NOW! Keith Edwards,
district soil conservationist says “Don't plow

benefits —[1] It prevents field erosion by wind
and water; [2] It helps retain moisture from rain

newly harvested corn fields this fall." and this and snow, and

pitture taken at the Vallee Halvorsen farm south

of Osceola shows why. Crop residue like this left habitat.
for spring plowing provides three principal
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slows evaporation of sub-soil

maoisture; and, (3] It provides a necessary wildlife

Clarke Farmers Increase
No-Till Operations 450 Pct.

This year Clarke county no-till
farming operations increased 450
percent over last year, with 50
different farmers taking part in
1981 as compared with only nine
in 1980.

Planted acres went up in about
the same proportion, to a total of
2,200 in 1981, or about two
percent of the county’s cropland,

Across the fourteen counties of
south and southwestern lowa,
stretching from Monroe and Ap-
panoose to the Missouri River,
the number of reporting farmers
increased from 139 to 375—an
increase of about 175 percent,
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crop—with substantially less
erosion.

“Over the long haul, this
means that no-till farming will
five greater yields for the same
investment, because the land will
not require so much added
nutrient to make up for that lost
in erosion.

"After seeing the erosion dam-
age caused by this early sum-
mer's destructrive rains, I can't
help but believe the number of
no-till operations in the county
next year will increase as dra-
matically as they did this year—
possibly even more.

“Instead of gearing up for fall
plowing, gear up for no-tillage
next spring and save soil, toil and
oil," he said.
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BETH'S GROUP: Beth Brown of Osceola, upper righr., and the
group of Weldon third graders she guided during the September 14
tour of Redfern Timber Reserve. Top row, from left, Stacy Du!i.
Tanya Reynolds and Jennifer Gilbert. Middle row, from left, Kim
Caol . Donna Akins and Vicki Miler. Bot tom row, from left, Shawn

Wade, Greg Bassett and Marty Hitt.
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EVERYTHING IS INTERESTING: Adult
leaders Beth Brown, Melvin Goeldner and John
Klein watch as third grade kids find something
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Timber tour Spp“mﬂ 14. ng the Redfern

AQUATIC LIFE: Learning about aquatic life
from Juhfu Klein, county conservation officer, are
Clarke third graders. Over 110 children took part
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Sixth Graders Enjoy |
Nature Day Program

Clarke County sixth grade
students enjoyed a beautiful day
of outdoor experience and con-
servation education Monday,
September 21.

A nature day was planned by
the Clarké County Conservation
Board to give students the basics
of practical conservation. Profes-
sionals in conservation fields
provided the teaching.

Keith Edwards of the soil
conservation service spoke on
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in the September 14 Rediern Timber tour

activities,

soils and soil protection. Melvin
Moe, wildlife biologist, explained
habitat and wildlife. Steve
Swinconos, District Forester,
told of tree growth and wood
utilization.

Melvin Goeldner, former ex-
tension agent and historian,
spoke on land use history in
Clarke County. John Klein,
County Conservation Director,
explained energy flow in a forest
and plant ecology.

Larry Mitzner, fisheries biolo-
gist, spoke on fish population
management. Other local citizens
helped during the day also. Betty
Eis, Beth Brown and Adrian
Fuller assisted in teaching the
forest ecology session.

The nature day was held at
Goeldner’'s Patch south of Osce-
ola. Each class moved around the
pond on the pateh in the course of
a teaching session. This gave the
students first hand experience in
seeing the conservation practices
at work.

One hundred and thirty, sixth

ers attended, four classes
from Osceola, one from Weldon
and one from Murray. This has
been the third year that a sixth
grade Nature Day has been held
at Goeldner's Patch.



CROWN VETCH THRIVES: Crown vetch at the
Wendell Christensen farm south of Osceola — now
in its second year — thrives beneath the canopy of

unharvested corn, This is the second year of a test
project at the Christensen farm, employing no-till

practices and crown vetch companion erop.
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Editorially Speaking—

A Tax Credit
For Conservation

Soil conservation problems are
neither new nor uncontrohiable.
The problems have been officially
recognized by the federal govern-
ment for nearly 50 years. Extensive
federal, state, local and private
efforts have produced significant
results Iin managing erosion pro-
blem.

But the problem is still not
solved. We still need to target our
soil conservation dollars. Current-
ly, less than five percent of the
federal conservation budget goes
for installation of erosion-control
practices on cropland with an
erosion problem. We must do
better.

An investment in conservation
practices must be considered a
long-term investment. It may have
a 15-year payback period. But
without such investments, USDA
says we face a 50-year decline in
production potential of 13 to 23
percent.

Now there are a lot of farmers
willing to make the investments for
conservation. But many of them
also need some financial assis-
tance. And financial assistance
from the federal government is
frequently not available because of
a‘lack of funds. But even when
cost-sharing funds are available,
they only produce $2 of conserva-
tion for each federal dollar spent.

What is needed is a 10 percent
investment tax credit for private
landowners and operators. The
credit could be applied when they
invest their own money in install-
ing and maintaining conservation
practices on their land. Then each
dollar of federal tax not paid would
reflect $10 of conservation—a five-
fold increase in purchasing power
of federal conservation efforts.

—Mike Harris
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Soon to Be Available

Because of the demand for tree
seedlings from the State Tree
Nursery, the annual rush to get a
completed order is soon to begin.
Orders are not taken until the
forms come out next week. But
now is the time to formulate in
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May Terminate

your mind and on paper where
you want to plant trees, how
many trees to order, and what
species to plant, The trees will be
shipped in early April.

As soon as the forms are
available, the Clarke County
Conservation Board will place
them on the conservation
pamphlet display in the court
house in Osceola. Forms will also
be available from the Soil Con-
servation and Extension Offices.

The State Nursery handles
hundreds of thousands of tree
seedlings. But the demand for
some species is so great that
some Lypes are sold out within a
week after the forms come out.
For this reason it is wise to have

your order planned and prepared |

so 1t may be sent in as soon as the
order forms are available.
Anyone seeking help in plan
ning for the tree order should
contact the Soil Conservation
Office or the County Conserva-
tion Board Office, or Area For
esters. Our Area Foresters are
Duane Bedford in Chariton and
Steve Swinconos in Creston.

White Breast Plan

The National Soil Conserva-

tion Service office in Washing-
ton, D.C. has announced a list
of 136 watershed projects on
which planning authorizations
will be terminated on January

4, 1982,
William J. Brune, State
Conservationist, Iowa, has

confirmed that planning activ-
ities in the 64,400 acre White
Breast Creek will be termi-
nated wunless a one year
extension is sought to include
rationale for the extension and
a time schedule for carrying the
plan into interagency review.
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Tree Seedling Applications Seedling Seminar Set
For Monday, Nov. 30

“Do you plan to plant a
windbreak next spring?” asked
thn Klein, County Conservation
Director. “Do you want your
woodlot to last forever? Do you
like to have abundant wildlife
around your farm? Do you have
an erosion problem spot that
needs special attention?”

If yes, is the answer to any of
these questions, then a person
may want to consider improving

(r/.n,.d‘ e g X f_}."” “-"Z:/““k
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land with trees by planting tree
seedlings this coming sgring.
Now is the time to plan what to
do. A variety of trees are
available from private nursery
companies and the State Tree
Nursery in Ames.

To help in improving land by
planting trees, a meeting has
been set up to get landowners
and experts in trees, soils and
wildlife habitat together.

This tree seedling seminar will
be held Monday, November 30 at
7:30 p.m. at the Clarke County
Conservation Board office in
Fast Lake Park, one mile east of
Osceola on the north side of
Highway 34,

Duane Bedford, State For-
ester for Stephens State Forest,
will be available to answer
questions on which trees to plant
and how to improve your exist-
ing timber stands.

Keith Edwards, Soil Conser-
vationist, will answer questions
on soil erosion by wind and water
and how tree plantings can
prevent it.

John Klein, County Conserva-
tion Director, will address ques-
tions on wildlife habitat for food,
nesting, and cover, and answer
questions on windbreak plant
ings for farmsteads.

Everyone is invited to this
seminar. It is sponsored by the
Clarke County Conservation
Board to provide conservation
education and to improve the
quality of the environment.

—

Tree Seedling Forms

Available Now

The order forms for tree
seedlings are available at the Soil
Conservation office, County Con-
servation office, Extension of-
fice, or the conservation pam-
phlet display from the state
forest nursery should pick up the
order forms and send in their
order as soon as possible.

Some new species of trees and
shrubs have been added to the
list of available plants this year.
These include hard maple, red
oak, or mixed oaks, and common
lilac, These new species are few
in number and probably will sell
out fast.

The usual selection of tree and
shrub species is available this
year. These include various
pines, oaks, ashes, honeysuckles
and other varieties.

increased this

year. Black Walnut and the pines
are $5.80 per hundred trees.
Everything else is $5.30 per
hundred. Information about the
trees and spacing requirements
are on the order form. Planting

Prices have

instructions will come with the
plants in April. Plants are usual-
ly shipped by U.P.S,

A meeting on tree planting and
general forestry will be held on
November 30 at the County
Conservation Board headquar-
ters at East Lake Park. It will
!:pegin at 7:30 p.m. Anyone wish-
ing more information before that
time should contact the County
Conservation Board office at
East Lake.
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Soil Clinic
Is Scheduled

Corn -and soybean production
and soil erosion control, two
opposites? Not necessarily says
Keith Edwards, District Conser-
vationist and Alan Teel, County
Extension Director.

Those two topics will be dis-
cussed at length on Thursday,
January 7 starting at 10 a.m. at
the Eagles building in Qs;enia.
To preserve the productivity of
soil ‘ resources in the United
States, farmers must reduce soil
loss. To preserve farm units,
farmers must product grain
crops. The meshing of these two
ideas will be the program for this
year's No-Till Crop Clinic.

Chet Randolph, well known
[PBN TV personality aod ag
economist, will be the noon
speaker. Those wishing to hear
Randolph must purchase a noon
meal ticket on or before January
5 at either the SCS office or the
Extension office.

No-till machinery, chemicals
and seed dealers will have dis-
plays
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BUILDING TERRACES: The dozer moves dirt
on the R.J. Kirkpatrick farm, located west of
Osceola in Ward Township. The tile outlet
terraces are being constructed as part of a
federally funded project sponsored by the Clarke
County Seil Conservation District and the Clarke
County Water Board. Keith Edwards, overseeing
the project known as the West Lake Quality
Management reporting it to be different for this

area, in that it protects the water resource as well
as the land. Funding for the program is $240,000,
75 percent cost shared federal resource conserva-
tion development money. The project set up on a
three year completion date, is scheduled to
protect 100 acres, reducing sediment loads and
improving the water clearity and fish populations
in West Lake. To date, 7,00 feet have been
staked for construction.
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Conservation Office

Plan Open House

Clarke County Soil Conserva
tion Dvistrict will kick off the 1982
state cost-share program with an
open house January 4-6, at the
SCS office, 820A North Main
Street, Osceola.

lowa Financial Incentives Pro
gram cost-share applications will
be taken for permanent soil
conservation work to be started
after July 1, 1982 when funds
become available

The commissioners and staff
invite farmers to come in and
visit and to plan your 1982
conservation work.

Ol cvola

Plan Termination of
Watershed Projects

William J. Brune, lowa State
Conservationist, announced that
planning activities in the 64,400
acre White Breast Creek will be
terminated unless a one year
extension is sought to include
rational for the extension and
time schedule for carrying the
plan into interagency review.

The White Breast Ureek pro-
ject is one of 135 watershed
projects which will be termi
nated on Januarv 4, 1982.
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NO-TILL CROP CLINIC |

January 7, 1982

10:00-2:30 p.m.
Eagles Club in Osceola

TOPICS TO BE DISCUSSED:
Our Soil Erosion Problems
Sprayer Requirements for No-Till

Soil and Crop Management to Control Erosion

Weed and Insect Control

NOON SPEAKER:

Chet Randolph from IPBN Farm Economie
Programs (layton Brokerage

Noon Meal tickets MUST be purchased in advance
from the Extension Office or SCS Office at *3.75

each by January 5.

e —— e

Plan fo ;lfund—.lununry 7
For more information call SCS office 342-2917
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NO-TILL
CROP CLINIC

255 January 7, 1982
10:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Eagles Club in Osceola

Topics to be discussed:
Our Soil Erosion Problems
Sprayer Requirements for No-Till
Soil and Crop Management to Control Erosion
Weed and Insect Control

Noon Speaker:

Chet Randolph from IPBN Farm Economic Programs and Clayton
Brokerage -

Noon meal tickets MUST be purchased in advance
from the Extension Office o SCS Office at $3.75 each by January 5

Displays by chemical, machinery and seed companys

Plan to Attend -- January 7
¥ -an more information call SCS nliir:g._ 342-2917 - Extension office m—:cqm-
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Soil Conservation

Soil—productive soil—is the
lifeblood of lowa's agriculture. The
state's farmers protect their soil as
best they can. Farmers realize that
without adequate, well-preserved
topsoil, they have no etfective way
to produce crops. Without crops
they cannot support families, feed
livestock, or feed the consumers
throughout the nation and the
world.

Farmers are the stewards of the
soil. They are charged with the
trust of future generations whose
livelihood will be dependent on
the way agricultural cropland is
managed today.

Our farmers have demonstrated
their willingness to participate
voluntarily in programs designed
by the lowa Department of Soil
Conservation and the U.S. Soil
Conservation Service.

For long-range soil conservation
practices to succeed, though,
farmers are going to need some
help. Help from incentive pro-
grams such as cost-sharing pay-
ments and tax reductions through

investment credits. Such incen-
tives provide the maximum return
on tax dollars because they are
used for on-farm practices and not
on expensive governmental plan-
ning efforts.

Yes, the primary responsiblity
for wise land management does
rest with those who own and
operate the land. But the general
public also has a vested interest in

assistance and support to conser-
vation efforts.

That's why to really be effective
with their own conservation efforts
lowa farmers need to see the
results of educational studies on
practices like minimum tillage.
They need to know the results of
research on the best management
practices for soil conservation that
has been localized to soil type,
climate and topography.

And when farmers install per-
manent soil conservation struc-
tures, structures like terraces, they

need tax credits and investment
credits.

—Mike Harris

White Breast

No-Till Show
- Slated Jan. 30

Speakers for the Southerm
Jowa No-Till Show to be held at
| Southwestern Community Col-
| lege in Creston January 30, were
{announced this week by Roger
' Schnoor, show committee chair-
man.

In the morning, beginning at
9:15, there will be five speakers
discussing weed and insect con-
trol, fertilization and sprayer
operation. Included are Rod
Beeler with United Suppliers of
| Truro; Steve Young, commercial
sprayer from Monroe County;
Wendell Saunders with Delavan
Corporation of Des Moines; Dave
Mick with Laverty Sprayers of
Indianola; and Dave Foster, Ex-
tension Entomologist with lowa
State University.

The afternoon program begins
at 1:15 with three area farmers
discussing their no-till opera-
tions. They are Deane McCunn
I:mti Bob Cerven of Montgomery
{County and Jerry Hall of Deca-
tur County.

Lunch will be available over
the noon hour. Tickets must be
purchased before January 25,
and can be obtained from either
S.C.5. Offiece or the County

1Extension Office in Adair,

Adams, Clarke, Decatur, Ring-
gold, Taylor or Union Counties,
or at the R.C.&D. or Area
Extension Oflices in Creston
Commercial exhibits and edu
cational displays will be included

Meet Called in Lhe show., according to

Schnoor

The show is sponsored by the
Southern lowa Conservation Til
lage Committee. lowa State Uni
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The Soil Conservation Ser-
vice will present a summary of
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the planning on White Breast
Creek Watershed at a public
meeting to be held Thursday,
January 21 at 7:30 p.m. at the
ASCS Office, 822 North Main
Street, Osceola.

Don Short, Chairman of the
Watershed Directors, says the
meeting is being called in re
sponse to a notice by Soil
Conservation Service officials
that planning on White Breast
Creek will be terminated unless
just cause can be given for an

extension.

Keith Edwards, District Con-
servationist for Clarke County
Soil Conservation District, says
that Jim Reel, Soil Conservation
Service planning in Des Moines,
will persent the summary.

versity Extension Service, Soil
Conservation Districts and
U.S.D.A. agencies are cooperal
ing in developing the show.



TOP SOIL: Even with the glaze of ice that covers
much of southern lowa, strong winds continue to
blow topsoil from fail plowed fields onto snow
l/j__{.{_,.cf_;r‘{:d.u x;ml‘“”“‘"-‘*
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A planning authorization was
approved for the White Breast

Creek Watershed project
through Public Law 566 on
August 4, 1971.

Thirty-six different alterna
tives were evaluated. No eco
nomically feasible alternative
was determined. Therefore,

planning authorization for the
White Hreast Creek Watershed
is hereby terminated.

Local sponsors for the White
Breast Creek project were the
Clarke County Soil Conservation
Board, Lucas County Soil Con
servation Distriet and the Lucas
County BHoard of Supervisors.
William J. Brune, SCS, 693
Federal Building, Des Moines,
lowa 50309.
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drifts. The above picture, taken southwest of
Osceola, shows some of the results as it blackens
snow along the right-of-way.

As far as 1 know, Clarke
County is the first in lowa to
come up with an arrangement
such as this,” said Alan Teel,
County Extension Director.

l'eel was refering to the three
way working agreement be
tween the Clarke County Con

el OW

State ‘First’ Attempted —

Seeder Available toFarmers

servation Board, the Soil Con
servation District and the
County Extension office to make
available to county farmers a
Hayvbuster Micro Seeder. The
piece of equipment was pur
chased to improve pastures in
the county hy providing a piece

of equipment that is especially
buwlt for seeding in no-till,
minimum till or conventional
pasture seeding situations.

Purchase of-the seedér was
made possible by a grant from
the lowa Conservation Commis-
sion in the amount of $7,500
through monies made available
through sales of the Wildlife
Habitat stamps. The seeder, that
sells for $9,100, will have the
balince of the price made up by
renting it to farmers in the
county who have need of a drill
Lhat 1s versatile and heavy duty.

The Conservation Board plans
to use the seeder to plant wildlife
areas with warm season grasses
to aid in providing cover for
hatching and wildlife.

Scheduling of the planter will
be done through the Soil Conser-
vation office. A charge of $6 per
acre of seeding will be made with
the lee charged to go toward
repayment of the initial cost of

ON DISPLAY: The Haybuster Micro Seeder was on display this
week by the Clarke County Conservation Board. The unit may be
rented by county farmers for seeding operations.

the piece of equipment. Any
monies made in excess of this will
be used for educational purposes.
Promotion of the seeder will be

done through the Extension
] lbffll‘*'. k
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Name Adri;n F u”;;_
New SICOG President

Adrian Fuller of rural Osceola, in Clearfield.
was elected to serve as President SICOG represents a seven
of the Southern lowa Council on county area in Southern lowa,
Governments, at their annual  with the purpose of preparing
meeting, held Tuesday, March 16 information for community pro-
Ject grant funds for the com
munities it serves. Included in
the seven counties are: Adair,
Adams, Clarke, Decatur, Ring-
gold, Taylor and Union.

The annual meeting, their
tenth anniversary, was attended
by over 65 persons from the
>even counties. Rollin Swank, of
the Soil Conservation Servies
was the guest speaker, talking
on the formation of SICOC in
1971,

Other elected officers to the
SICOG Executive Board were:
Vice President Robert Brunch of
Decatur County, Secretary Dean
Davis of Adams County and
Treasurer Dale Jurgens of
Taylor County,

In each county, there js gz
Steering committee, made up of
elected officials in both county
and city governments. Clarke

d Counties Steering Committee js

) E‘ 6’" g, made’ up of Chairman Adrian
d‘ﬁ)’miy’?zﬂ' ff_‘;\? Fuller, Vice Chairman Lyle Per

L sels, and members Bob Wright.
7//‘“'"-}1 "?31 i Leonard Siefkas, Walter thu-
son, Clayton Scott and Tom
O'Neall.

In Clarke County last year,
SICOG was responsible for get
ting an EDA grant to raise the
dam on East Lake and grants for
the terrace Project above the
West Lake Wiatershed,

This year, according to Fuller,
the number one priority of the
Clarke County Steering Com
mittee, will be to up-date the
Clarke County Comprehensive
Plan,

SICOG is in the process of
helping five communities jn
Decatur County with a waste
Water project. Prior to this year,
grants had to go through the
Housing and Urban Develop.
ment program, however this
Year, grants must he approved
through OPP, and they, are in
the process of reorganizing the
rules and criteria for community
grants. SICOG should know
more about the criterig in May of
this year.

Clarke County Board Proceedings

Osceola, Iowa March B, 1982
The Board of Supervisors of Clarke County, lowa met pursuant to
law, the rules of said Board and to adjournment, Mémbers present:
Leonard Siefkas, Floyd E. Mason and Leland Hunt.
FARM TO MARKET RESOLUTION
BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Supcrv'tsur:;_ of Clarke
County, Towa on this 12th day February, 1982, initiates and
recommends that the following projects be approved by the lowa
Department of Transportation for improvement with Farm to
Market Funds. Be it further resolved that this resolution becomes
void if no work, using Farm to Market funds. is initiated within five

years of the above date.

Item F.M. Project Type of work and Estimated Length
No. Rt.No. Number Location of Project Cost - 4
1 H-48 FM-20(3) Engineering, Bridge $52.790.00 42.5

located at the NW Cor,

SWis SWi4

Sec. 22-71.25

H. FM-20(4) Engineering, Bridge  $41,500.00
- = located at the NW Cor.
SW ' NWi,
See.3-72.2

: : : - 39°
z FM-20(5) Engineering, Bridge  $42,500.00
? a8 located at NW Cor.
SWi. SE'% Sec.
34-73-25

Leland Hunt offered and moved the adoption of the r-:'s:?lur.mn.
seconded by Floyd E. Mason. Lrpnuull ffjjlql:thmlt:a;:" Argr::‘}:
. and Leonard Siefkas. "Nays": -

e i = N Leonard Siefkas, Chairman
I, Emil L. Rinderspacher, Auditor in and for Clarke County, Iowa
do hereby certify the above and foregoing to be a true and exact
copy of a resolution d and approved by the Board of
Supervisors of Clarke County, Iowa at its meeting on February 12,

i Auditor: Emil L. Rinderspacher

REVENUE SHARING HEARING
The Revenue Sharing hearing convened at 1[3:{]1[] A.M. February
17, 1982, in the Supervisor's room, Clarke County Courthouse.
Board members present: Leonard Siefkas, Chairman: Leland Hunt
. Mason.
mfm}:‘:lr:u:rfiESieﬁ announced to those in attendance that the
Revenue Sharing money for the fiscal year 1982-83 was $127,174.00.
Richard Carson and Adrian Fuller requested funds to help
support the soil conservation programs, namely to hire two soil
conservation technician aides to help farmers apply soil conserva-

tion practices. F :
m[}igcuasiun followed after which Leonard Siefkas adjourned the

meeting.
Signed this 17th day of February, 1982. ! -
Attest: Emil L, Rinderspacher Chairman: Leonard Siefkas

(Clarke Co. Auditor) (Bd. of Supervisors)
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| heavy enough to be used in all

Lypes of situations. A towing
packige i3 part of the unit for
easy transporting from farm to
farm.

“We foresee a lot of usage for
I, even in August and Sep-
tember where it can possibly be
used for seeding rye in places
where silige has been cut,” he
salid.

"We invite area farmers to
attend a meeting on it which will
be held at the 4-H building on
Thursday, March 25. The session
will start at 1 p.m. and Steve
Barnhart, pasture specialist from
lowa State University, will he
present to answer questions,”
Teel said,



Editorially Speaking—

A Bit of Tomorrow

During the next few weeks huge
billowing clouds of dust will be
seen swirling through the air.
Underneath, tractors will be criss-
crossing fields tilling the soll.

Urban newspapers will publish
stories pointing out that enough
land is being lost each year
through erosion and conversion to
feed, clothe and provide lumber
annually for more than 850,000
people, that's more than twice the
number living in the greater Des
Moines area.

The emotion-filled stories will
leave impressions in urban
dwellers' minds that farmers are
poor stewards of the soil. Such
stories will be printed in news-
papers and shown on television
and people will believe.

During the past 18 months
almost every major U.S. news-
paper has prominently featured

stories about soil
problems. Newspapers like the
Wall Street Journal, New York
Times, Washington Post and
Chicago Tribune.

conservation

In a Los Angeles Times editorial
last July it was noted that grad-

Qeecola Sendint
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ually we are doing to ourselves
what no external enemy has ever
been able to achieve. The editorial
concluded that the wasting of our
land IS as much a threat to America
as any foreign army or ideology.

City folks are getting worried
about the soil loss in the country.
They are worried about their future
abilities to obtain food in their
supermarkets. And they are start-
ing to form pressure groups to
lobby in Congress for nationwide
soll conservation laws.

Here in lowa more than half of
our 21 million acres devoted to
corn and soybeans were planted
through crop residue on top of the
soll. That's good. But there is still
more land that can be planted

without using the mold board
plow.
Farmers must voluntarily

practice soil erosion control
measures or there are many people
who would have such practices
mandated

It is not just soil that is washing
or blowing away, it is a bit of
tomorrow.

IOWA: SOIL-LOSS LEADER

More and more people are
becoming aware of the fact that
American’s farmland is being
threatened by erosion, and that
something needs to be done
quickly if this invaluable resource
Is to be protected. What many
lowans might not know, however,
Is that the state actually leads the
nation in total soil erosion losses.

That unpleasant fact was
pointed out in a recent news
release by Robert Wemer, assis-
tant soil commissioner for Powe-
shiek County. Current soil loss
averages at least 10 tons per acre
per year in lowa, more than twice
the rate of new soil being formed.

To say that this is a dangerous
sltuation is an understatement.
Topsoil loss greatly reduced the
productivity of land. And, as
erosion continues, the length of
time for land to recover its original
productivity increases and the
problems of feeding so many
become almost insurmountable,
all measures to preserve the pro-
ductivity of crop-producing land
must be taken.

According to Wemer, options
available for erosion control in-
Clude continuous pasture, crop

rotation, contouring, terrace con-
struction and the most obvious,
conservation tillage, which is the
most economical and lasting solu-
tion.

“If used to its fullest potential, it
would most likely bring soil losses
below the break-even of five tons
per acre per year on most land "
Wemer said. Conservation tillage
allows farmers to avoid the prac-
tice of plowing twice a year. As
Wemer pointed out, the practice
can be used immediately and at
little or no additional cost.

Moreover, crop yields are usual-
ly equal to or higher than they are
with conventional tillage. And the
technique reduces machinery in-
vestment and operating costs.
With all these advantages, it is no
surprise that more farmers are
moving away from tillage. It is a
practice that makes sense both
immediately and in the long term.
Given the urgency of the world's
hunger problem and food short-
age, advice to employ reduced
tillage or no-tillage methods
should be taken to heart—if lowa
Is to remain the breadbasket of the
world.

—Grinnell Herald-Register




Fuller, Yuva
To Kentucky

Adrian Fuller of Osceola,
chairman of the Bouthern Iowa
Council of Governments execu-
tive Board and Gary Yuva,
SICOG Director from Creston,
attended the 16th Annual Con-
ference of the National Associa-
tion of Regional Councils May 16
through 19, The Conference was
held in Louisville, Kentucky at
the Commonwealth Convention
Center.

Much of their time was spent
attending workshops dealing
with ways of working on projects
for the seven-county area served
by SICOG.

Highlights included the key-
note address by John Y. Brown,
Jr., Governor of the Common-
wealth of Kentucky, and an
address by Mayor Andrew
Young of Atlanta, Georgia,
formerly U.S. Ambassador to
the United Nations under Presi-
dent Carter. |

Sightseeing included a tour of |
Louisville, with stops at the J.B. |
Speed Art Museum, Louisville |
Museum of History and Science,
Locust Grove, a lovely 1790
Georgian home; and an afternoon
at Churchill Downs.
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Franklin Township Farmer —

Sold on ‘No Till’ Operation

A staunch advocate of no-tili
farming and becoming more con--
vinced all the time that it is the
method all farmers will use in the
future is 77-year old Bryan Bay
of Franklin Township.

The former Missourian has
been on his farm located five
miles south of Woodburn for the
past 10 years and has had the
opportunity to compare what has
been happening to farms—first
in Missouri and then in lowa,
when it comes to soil loss.

“Soil loss in areas of southern
Missouri has become so severe
that it cannot produce crops
sufficient to pay for the cost of
the seed and fertilizer,” he said.

{

“And this has happened in my
lifetime.”

He pointed out that the pres-
sure on farmers to constantly
produce more, to put marginal
land into row crops and the
failure to practice good soil
conservation on ground that
demands either contour farming
or terracing has increased the
rate of soil erosion dramatically.

To counter this, Bay has
initiated a program of conserva-
tion that incorporates' conserva-
tion on the 300 acres that
comprise his farm. His latesig,
interest is a 25-acre plot of
ground on which he has practiced
no-till farming for corn. During

SIX FEET HIGH: An April 28 planting date has helped this corn to
be of the size it should by July 4. Byron Bay shows what no-till
farming has accomplished on his 25 acre experimental plot. The
77-year old Franklin Township farmer is a staunch advocate of
conservation measures and reports that contour farming is part of a
planned program to maintain soil fertility.

the past five years he has
replanted to corn each year and
this year, the sixth year, the
corn is one of the few fields in the
county that was planted on time
and has withstood the heavy
rains that have covered much of
the county.

He feels that the corn, planted
April 28, is above average in
quality and is probably one of the
few fields that is at an average
height for the first week in July.
Bay stated that because of the
no-till practices that have been
used on the 25-acre plot, that
practically no soil has been lost
due to the amount of cover and
the fact that corn has been
planted on the contour of the
sloping ground.

“For people who are aware of
the need for conservation, no-till
farming is the most efective
method 1 have every seen,” he
said. “And we've got to goto it in
the next few years or we will see
lowa ground in the same shape
as in the area of Missouri I came
from where ground cash rents
for $30 an acre because it has
eroded to the point that it can no
longer produce.”

(Of the 300 acres on the Bay
farm, 41 acres are in timber, 160
acres devoted to row crops, 10 to
pasture and the balance in alfal-
fa. This is presently being
farmed by neighbors with Bay
maintaining his 25 acres in corn.

Bays background is one in
education and a continuing
interest in farming. A graduate
of the Unviersity of Missouri, he
taught school from 1922 to
1969 —a total of 47 years before
retirement. He taught mathe--
matics, English and social stu-
dies and also served as a chemist
during World War II years.

His farming experience came
as a younster and later during
summer months during vaca
tions.

He feels that attention must be
drawn to the needs for conser-
ving soil if America is to continue
to rely upon its most basic
industry—farming—and be suc
cessful in this pursuit.

It is fortunate that the conser-
vationists have a strong ally in
attempting to get the message to
lowans.
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Work Starts on Dam to

Create 640-Acre Lake

Construction began last Mon-
day on the main dam in 12-Mile
Creek Watershed which will
create a 640 acre lake. This is the
second of four proposed large
dams to be built in southern lowa
by the Soil Conservation Service
through the small watershed
program reports Erwin Aust,
Area Conservationist at Shen-
andoah.

The 12-Mile Creek Watershed
dam is being built jointly by the
Soil Conservation Service and
Creston Waterworks Board of
Trustees and is located about
five miles east of Creston. north
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of Highway 34. The main dam
which creates the 640 acre lake
will be used for Creston's basic
water supply and will hold
over 10,000 acre feet of water.
To provide the necessary land for
the dam and lake the Creston
Waterworks Board of Trustees
purchased 1,567 acres. The lake
will meet the water supply
needed for any commercial or
industrial expansion in Creston.
The lake will also be available as
a4 water supply for rural water
use and some small communities
in the area may also be able to
purchase water if they desire.

Including the purchase of the
land, relocation of utilities,
fencing and engineering fees for
design of the dam, Water Board
Member, E.J. VanNostrand said
the 12-Mile project has so far
cost the board almost 1.8 million
dollars. He said two Farmers
Horhe Adminstration loans have
been taken out for this cost. The
cost of the dam will be shared
between the Creston Water
Board and the U.S. Department
of Agriculture Soil Conservation
Service with SCS paying for 52.6
percent. The Water Board share
of 47.4 percent will be paid when
Creston begins using water from
the reservoir or in 10 years,
which ever occurs first.

Aust reports the first dam of
this type was built in Walters
Creek Watershed north of Cor-
ning and was completed in 1976
creating Lake Icaria. The
Walters Creek project was built
as a recreation and wildlife dam
is being built for flood pre-
vention, water supply, recre-
ation and wildlife development
and the local sponsors which
include City of Leon and Decatur

County have acquired the ne-
cessary land to build that pro-
Ject. It is hoped that construction
will begin on it next year. No
land has yet been acquired for
the Three Mile Creek project.

Over 20 years of work in
planning and construction by
local sponsors and government
agencies has already gone into
completing the 12-Mile Creek
project. Thirteen bids were
opened on May 27 ranging from a
low bid of 1.4 million dollars
submitted by Saxton Construc-
tion of Leon to a high of 1.8
million dollars. All bids were
within the engineers estimated
cost.

The Soil Conservation Service
Engineering Office at Creston
will inspect the construction
work. Larry Dorgan is appointed
project engineer and Elmer
Vanderpluym as chief inspector
to check the work performance.

Total drainage area in the
12-Mile Creek Watershed project
1s 50,030 acres which is primarily
in the Union County'Soil Conser-
vation District. The total project
includes 33 smaller dam struc-
tures of which 32 have been
built. There are 325 farms in the
watershed area. Farmers in the
watershed have applied land
treatment measurers such as
improving pastures, following
crop rotations, contour farming,
terracing and building small
gully control structures to sup-
port the project by stopping
gully and sheet erosion. They
have also provided landrights for
construction of the 32 smaller
gully control and flood preven-
tion structures built as part of
the 12-Mile Creek Watershed
project,

Designate Clarke County

Clarke County was among 14
southern Iowa counties and one
northwestern county that were
declared disaster areas by
Governor Robert Ray last week.
The areas were racked by floods
over the July Fourth Holiday
weekend.,

Other

disaster
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counties declared
areas were Lucas,

Monroe, Davis, Wapello, Van
Buren, Madison, Marion, Ma-
haska, Jefferson, Wayne,
Appancose and Decatur. In
northwestern lowa, Lyon was
declared a disaster area.

According to Clarke County
ASCS Director Charles Bacon,
Clarke County was more for-
tunate than counties to the east
of Clarke.

“Although we haven't had near
the flood conditions as Monroe
County, Clarke County has had a
large crop loss to area farmers,"”
commented Bacon, “of the some
1,500 farms in our area, crop loss
on corn, 'oats and beans has
ranged to a high of 50 percent for
some farmers and no lower than
<0 percent for many.

Bacon reports no building or
livestock loss in the county over
this period of time, but has had
some hay loss turned in.

“Soil erosion in the county has
been high this year,” stated
Bacon, “but not equal to that of
last year, when the county
experienced another rainy Spring
and summer. With all of the rain,
many farmers were unable to
plant their crops early this year,
and we (ASCS Board) are seek-
ing information as to the eligi-
bility for low interest rate farm
loans to cover the losses."

Clarke County Engineer Jim

One of 15 ‘Disaster Areas’

Connell reported no problems
with bridges in the county over
the holiday.

“We are fortunate to have kept
good repair of our bridges in the
county,” commented Connell,
“the major share of our budget
has gone toward repairing and
replacing bridges on county
roads over that last few years
and when flood waters oceur, you
need to be able to depend on our
county roads and bridges to get
you through.”

In Monroe County, Burlington
Northern railroad workers were
trying to repair 20 miles of
double main-line track between
Albia to four miles west of
Melrose.

Freight trains were rerouted
on various lines and Amtrak
passenger trains were rerouted
to Chicago and Northwestern
tracks between Chicago and
Omaha,

Trains were running again the
first part of this week. Soil
erosion and crop loss has been
greatest to the east of Clarke
County, and state and federal
assistance will be sought to help
with the disaster.

Soil erosion and crop loss has
been greatest to the east of
Clarke County, and state and
federal assistance will be sought
to help with the disaster.




Emergency Funds Available

For Conservation Structures

Spring and summer rain-
storms have caused considerable
damage to conservation struc-
tures the past few months.
Producers suffering severe
damage may be eligible for
assistance under the Emergency
Conservation Program (ECP)
administered by ASCS if the
damage is unusual in character,
materially affects the productive
capacity of the land, and if not
repaired, will endanger the land.

The cost to correct the erosion
problem has to be so costly that
it would be burdensome to the
producer and could- not be per-

formed with his own equipment
and labor. A minimum dollar cost
will be established by the Clarke
County ASC Committee. Prac-
tices repaired for less than
$350.00 will probably not be
eligible for cost-sharing.

Cost-sharing earned will be
computed at 64% of the eligible
cost items.

Only the following damaged
practices will be eligible for
cost-sharing: dams, ponds or
other water impoundment for
agricultural uses,

systems or other structure-type
outlets and water channels.

The ECP program is a short
term program. Producers must

file their requests by October 10, |

1982 and have
completed by

the practice
December 31,

1982. No conservation work will |
be cost-shared when the work is|
completed before ASCS makes|

an on-site inspection and Soil
Conservation Service gives tech-|
nical assistance.

sod water- |
ways, drainage ditches, terrace |

To Elect Four to

Soil Dist. Posts

Terms of four Clarke County
Soil  Conservation  District
Commissioners expire this year.
Successors will be elected at the
general election November 2.
The terms of Adrian Fuller,
Osceola Township, and Phillip
Henrichs, Washington Town-
ship, will expire at noon on
January 3, 1983.

Individuals elected to fill these
vacancies will serve a six year
term. The terms of E. Lloyd
Morgan, Knox Township, and
Eldon Barnard, Fremont Town-
ship, will expire November 2,
with individuals filling these
vacancies to serve a two-year
term and a four-year term
respectively and will begin
serving after election results are
official.

Any qualified elector residing
in the soil conservation district,
which is all of Clarke County

including cities and towns, is

eligible for the office of com-
missioner, except that no more
than one commissioner may be a
resident of any one township.

Incumbent commissioner is
Richard Carson of Jackson
Township; therefore, residents
of this township would not be
eligible for office at this time,

Prospective candidates seek-
ing the office of soil conservation
district commissioner must file
nomination petitions in the same
manner as for other elective
positions at the general election,
except that no political party is
designated. Nomination petitions
can be obtained from County
Auditor Emil Rinderspacher.

These petitions, signed by 256
eligible electors, must be filed
with the County Auditor at the
Clarke County courthouse no
later than 5:00 p.m. September
8, 1982,

Soil  conservation  distriet
commissioners serve without
salary and guide the overall soil
and water conservation program
in the county. For further infor-
mation pertaining to the respon-

Plan No-Till
Demonstration

Clarke County farmers using
no-till, or thinking of switching
to the no-till farming system, are
invited to attend a no-till mach-
inery demonstration - Wednes-
day, September 15, says Keith
Edwards, District Conservation-
ist, Clarke County.

The demonstration will be held
on Highway 14 the Wayne-Lucas
County line, approximately three
miles north of Millerton.

Seven no-till planters are
expected from Allis-Chalmers,
Buffalo, Hiniker, International
Harvester, John Deere, Kinze
and White.

Dakon, Haybuster, Marliss
and Moore no-till drills will be
demonstrated.

Also Buffalo, Dakon and Hini-
ker no-till row crop cultivators
will be operated.

Field sprayers, set up for
no-till farming, will also be
demonstrated.

Edwards "says many of the
machines will' be operated by

| local farmers who use them in

their own no-till farming opera-
tion.
Although September may

sibilities of g | seem an odd time for a no-till
b ' planting demonstration, Ed-

tact the Clarke County Soil . wards says farmers need to be
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Conservation District office ; ey
. ' checking no-till fields now to
g“ié.‘:l'ﬁ Nmtth Main Street, Osce- compare crop performance, weed

| control, and erosion control.
Farmers should begin the switch
to no-till in ‘83 with harvest and
fall fertilization plans now.

The no-till demonstration is
sponsored by six southern Iowa
soil conservation districts includ-
ing Appanoose, Clarke, Decatur,
Lucas, Monroe and Wayne
County.

For more information call the
Clarke SCS office
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Soil Conservation —

A ‘Must’ for ALL Americans

It is often said that Iowa has lost half its topsoil due to erosion
over the years. There is some truth to this, but erosion is not
the only factor that contributes to soil loss.

Topsoil is lost by water erosion, wind erosion and oxidation of
organic matter. Each of these occurs naturally, however, most
forms of lowa agriculture increase the rate of soil loss.

Soils on steep slopes that have been cropped with minimum
conservation practices have lost 40 to 80 percent of their topsoil
from water erosion.

Water erosion occurs on sloping land when raindrops detach
soil particles by striking exposed or incompletely vegetated
soil. These detached particles move downalope in runoff that
occurs when rainfall exceeds the soil's capacity to absorb it The
steeper the slope, the greater the potential for soil erosion.

Soil erosion by wind occurs when the force of wind blowing
over unprotected soil is great enough to detach soil particles.

-

These detached particles are blown against other soil particles
and the erosion process accelerates.

ﬂ:id?tinn of topsoil decreases organic matter of all fowa
soils, Tlll_age exposes the soil to increased amounts of oxygen
and also increases the extent of the wetting and drying of the
soil. These processes accelerate the rate of orgunic matter loss
in the form of carbon dioxide. Soils that have been continaously
cf'u]:'-ped contain only about hall as much organic matler gs
similar soils maintained under pative vegetation,

Ehu-l:?, County farmers and businessmen are actively
supporting National Soil Conservation Week, September 19
t!lmugh 25. In an effort to promote soil conservation in Clarke
County, a list of area farmers practicing No-Tillage farming can
be found on page seven of this issue of the Sentinel, along with
t!mue businesses supporting their efforts: Hy-Vee Food Store,
Clarke County State Bank, Farmers Co-op Association
Production Credit Association. Osceola State Bank, Bl.l'l'ttt.
International, Osceola Farm and Home, Sport Wade, Inc
Federal Land Bank and Saylor-Cooley Grain. ‘ g

Money Leaves County

As Watershed Projects Lag

Soil conservation measures on
the surrounding farmland are
improving the water quality of
West Lake in Clarke County,
says Keith Edwards, distriet
conservationist for the Soil Con
servation Service.

In 1981 funds were obtained
from the Soil Conservation Ser-
vices Resource Conservation and
Development Program to begin
protection measures at West
Lake. This is a three year
program to install on-land treat-

ments to control sediment
coming into the lake.
Best-management  practices

are applied on the land in the
watershed as landowners enter
into contracts with the Clarke
County Soil Conservation Dis
rict. Cost-share rates of 75
percent are available to land-
owners for the on-land treat-
ment

Three of the 43 landowners
signed work agreements for in-
stallation of best management
practices in 1982, Edwards
noted. Work completed includes
14,717 feet of terraces.

West Lake, located two miles
west of Osceola, was formed in
1933 as an impoundment near
Osceola.

The lake has serious water
quality problems such as exces-
sive algae growth, turbidity,
taste and odor problems in the
water and fish, low dissolved

oxygen levels and sedimentation.

The source of the lake's water
quality problems is pollution
from the 6,350 acre watershed,
which 1s B0 percent cropland.
The amount of sediment de-
livered to the lake has been
estimated at nearly 44,900 tons
per year. Runoff water also
transports large quantities of
phosphorus and nitrogen into the
lake.

Edwards says the treatments
being implemented should re-
store quality to the lake and
reduce erosion in the farmland of
the watershed.

Federal grant money allocated
to Clarke County in 1982 for the
West Lake Watershed project
was $108,000. Cost-share rates
to the land owners was 75
percent for on-land treatment.
Of this total amount granted,
only three land owners partici-
pated in the first year, spending
$28,557.64 in government funds
of a total construction cost of
$35,697.05.

With the year ending, Ed-
wards has turned back $60,000 of
the original grant of $108,000 to
be used in other Southern lowa
counties,

“I don't like to see the grant
money leave the county,” com-
mented Edwards, “and now we
will have to work extra hard to
keep within our time frame of

three years to complete the
project.”
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Sept. 19-26 deéignated
Soil Conservation Week

Conservation improves West

Lake

Soil conservation measures
on the surrounding farmland
are improving the water
quality of West Lake in Clarke
county, says Keith Edwards,
district conservationist for the
Soil Conservation Service.

In 1981 funds were obtained
from the Soil Conservation
Services resource conserva-
tion and development pro-
gram to begin protection
measures at West Lake. This
1s a 3-year program to install
on-land treatments to control
sediment coming into the lake.,

Best-management practices
are applied on the land in the
watershed as landowners
enter into contracts with the
Clarke County Soil Conserva-
tion District. Cost-share rates
of 75 percent are available to
landowners for the on-land
treatment,

Three of the 43 landowners
signed work agreements for
installation of best- manage-
ment practices in 1982,

—

Edwards noted. Work com-
pleted includes 13,917 feet of
terraces.

West Lake, located 2 miles
west of Osceola, was formed
in 1933 as an impoundment
near Osceola,

The lake has serious water
quality problems such as
excessive algae growth, tur-
bidity, taste and odor prob-
lems in the water and fish, low
dissolved oxygen levels and
sedimentation.

The source of the lake's
water quality problems is
pollution from the 6,350 acre
watershed, which is 80
percent cropland,

The amount of sediment
delivered to the lake has been
estimated at nearly 44,900
tons per year. Run-off water
also transports large quanti-

ties of phosphorus and
nitrogen into the lake.
Edwards says the treat-

ments being implemented
should restore quality to the
lake and reduce erosion in the
farmland of the watershed.

Asghar A. Chowdhery Begins
Clarke County Soil Survey

The Standard Soil Survey of
Ularke County has started, ac
cording to Keith Edwards of the
Clarke County Soil Conservation
Service

Asghar A, Chowdhery of Paki
stan has been transferred from
Fairfield to head the soil SUrvey
operations in Clarke County.
Chowdhery, a graduate of Agri
cultural University in 1962, com-
pleted his Master's degree spe
cialization in Soil Science in 1964,
He has worked as an Assistant
Soil Survey Research Officer in
the Reconnaissance Soil Survey
Project of Pakistan before
coming to the U.S. in 1970. Prior
to his present job with the Soil
Conservation Service, he was
emplayed by a chemical company
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in Ohio for five years. He and his
wife, Shamim have three daugh-
ters, Umbreen, 12; Noreen, nine:
and Robina, six.

Soil survey is made by the
cooperative efforts of Soil Con
servition Service, and lowa
Agriculture Experiment Station
The financing of SUrvey
pperations is shared by the
county, state and federal govern
ment. The laboratory work,
special studies and publie inform
ation programs are supported by
lowa State University and the
Cooperative Extension Service

The objective of the soil sur
vey 1s to make available soils
information for use by farmers,
conservation officials, contrac
tors, land appraisers and real
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tors, recreation planners, ete.

The soil scientists make this
s0il survey by observing land-
scapes, slope changes, type of
vegetation, drainage patterns
and probing the soil to a depth of
4 to 6 feet to determine natural
internal drainage, erosion, soil
structure, and the content of
sand, silt and clay. This informa-
tion is recorded on aerial photo-
graphs at a scale of four inches
equal to one mile.

During the fall of this year, soil
scientists will be working in
different parts of the county to
make a preliminary list of map-
ping unit legend and also collect
samples for laboratory analyses.

Upon completion of soil sur-
vey, a soil survey report will be
published. The soil survey report
will be available to farmers,
realtors, bankers and other in-
terested parties free of any cost,
The soil sucvey report will

contain the soil maps of the
county and the descriptions of
the soils as well as interpreta-
tions about the uses of the soils
for different purposes.



Begin 4 -Year Inventory
Of Soil Types in County

A four-vear effort to inventory
all of the soil types in Clarke
County will commence officially
Wednesday, October 6 during a
“First Acre” ceremony at the
Clarke County Fairgrounds.
grounds.

State and federal soil conser-
vationists will join city and
county officials in the com-
memorative program marking a
major update of the outmoded
soil survey compiled in 1926.

. The program will start at 10:00

a.m. and will include William J.
Brune, State Conservationist,
Soil Conservation Service and
James Gulliford, Director, State
Department of Soil Conserva-
tion, both from Des Moines.
Clifford Stille, Macedonia, a
member of the Iowa Soil Conser-
vation Committee, Dr. John
Pesek, Head of Agronomy De-
partment, and Gerald Miller,
Extension Agronomist, lowa
State University, Ames, will
represent cooperating agencies
assisting the Clarke County soil
Survey.
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The brief ceremony will mark
the first acre to be included in
the Clarke County soil survey.
The soil survey team, under the
direction of Aghar Chowdhery,
the soil survey party leader, will
map all 274,496 acres of Clarke
County. Alan Teel, County Ex-
tension Director for Clarke
County, stated that the soils
inventory will be accomplished
by the soil surveyors walking
across all the land in the county
and observing the characteristics
of the soil and the soil patterns
on the land. The information will
be recorded on aerial photo-
graphs.

Teel said "Clarke County is the
94th county in lowa to start a
modern soil survey. Seventy-
three counties have completed
soil surveys and 20 counties
are currently being surveyed.
Five counties have starting dates
scheduled between now and
1984."

Teel said that copies of each
photograph will be available in
the County Soil Conservation
Office. After the fieldwork for
the soil survey is completed, all
of the soil maps will be published
in booklet form and copies will be
distributed to county residents.

All county residents are in-
vited to attend the “First Acre”
ceremony.
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BEGIN SOIL SURVEY: Steve Ernst and Asghar Chowdhery cher*
over their Clarke County maps, before starting work on the soil
survey for the county. Ernst, a native of Illinois is a soil scientist
with lowa State Univernity. Prior to coming to Osceola he had
been working in Decatur County. Chowdhery is a native of
Pakistan and employed by the U.S. Soil Conservation Service. The

survey is slated to run four years through December of 1986.
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Hold Clarke County First Acre
Soil Survey Ceremony, Wednes.

The first acre ceremony for the
standard soil survey in Clarke
County, was held Wednesday
morning, October 6 with Clarke
County Extension Director Alan
Teel and Clarke County Soil
Conservation Director Keith
Edwards present along with
several guests.

The soil survey, to take place
in Clarke County, stems from an
agreement made by the Clarke
County Board of Supervisors,
the State of Iowa and the U.S.
Soil Conservation Service, each
paying a third of the cost of the
survey,

Clarke County’s share of the
rrnjecl amounts to approximate-
y $68,000, over a four year
period that the survey and

E;M-’b Loihurte

mapping is being conducted.

William J. Brune, State Con-
servationist with the Soil Con-
servation Department, empha-
sized to the Clarke County
farmers to take advantage of the
survey, and work the land to its
best use. He commended the
people involved with getting the
survey underway, remarking
that Clarke was one of six left in
the state to begin a modern soil
survey.

James Gulliford, Director of
the Iowa Department of Soil
Conservation explained to
those present, to use the surveys
as planning devices not only for
agricultural needs, but for resi
dential planning.

Gerald Miller, Extension
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Agronomist at Iowa State Uni-
versity told listeners that the
maps should begin to be available
to land owners in approximately
18 months from the local Soil
Conservation Office and there
many uses in tillage, fertiliza-
tion, drainage, yield goals and
herbicide management.

Asghar Chowdhery, who will
be doing the actual” mapping in
Clarke County along with Steve
Ernst, explained that nver 274,
260 acres of Clarke County land
will be studied and mapped in the
survey. The previous soil survey
in Clarke County was conducted
in 1923, with only eight different
soil types identified at that time.
According to Asghar, with all the
new modern technology, he feels
there will be over 108 different
soil types plotted in the Clarke
County area.

Others present for the cere-
mony were: Richard Carson,

Chairman of the Clarke County
Soil Conservation Distriet Com-
mission; Clifford Still, Chairman
of the State Soil Conservation
Committee; and Dr. John Pesek,
Head of the Agronomy Depart-
ment at lowa State University.

S‘{HL SURVEY CEREMONIES: Present for the
Clarke County Soil Survey Ceremonies held
Wednesday morning, October 6 at the Clarke
County Fairgrounds were: Back row, Dr. John

Richard Carson,
Chowdhery.

!:'ll:il-ell. William Brune, James Gulliford. Clifford
Stille, Alan Teel and Keith Edwards; Front row,

Gerald Miller and Asghar

Select Terraces

That Best Fit
Your Farm

Several types of terraces are
available so farmers can fit
terraces to their land and farm-
ing operations, says Dale Chide-
ster conservationist with the
USDA Soil Conservation Service
(SCS).

A farmer should weigh the
advantages and disadvantages of
the various terrace types and
decide which best fits his farm
Chidester says. The SCS gives
free technical advice to help
farmers determine which ter-
races are best.

All terraces operate on the
principle of cutting long slopes
into a series of shorter slopes to
reduce erosion. All are designed

to hold two inches of runoff
water from the area above.

The narrow-base terrace has
become popular recently and can
be used on slopes up to 14
percent. Its side view is triangu-
lar with two sides grassed. This
type is cheaper to build than
others because only about half as
much soil is moved. However,
the narrow-base terrace takes
about four rows out of production
and may be more difficult to
maintain than the others.

The broad-base terrace takes
no land out of production and has
been used for about 40 years in
lowa. This type of terrace
shouldn't be used on slopes
steeper than B8 percent. The
slopes on the downhill side of the
terrace are steeper than before it
was built. Construction costs for
broad-base terraces are high
because of the amount of soil
needed.

Grass-backslope terraces are ,
farmed on the uphill side of the ’
terrace with the downhill side
seeded to grass and taken out of
production. The slope below the
terrace becomes flat over time.
These terraces can be used on
slopes up to 18 percent and the
cost is between that of broad-

base and narrow-base terraces.

Cost-share funds for building
terraces are available from Agri-
cultural Stabilization and Con-
servation Service (ASCS), local
conservation districts and some
county governments. Farmers
should consider cost-sharing be-
cause terraces can cost as much
as $7560 per acre. Cost-share
rates are usually 50/50 but some
go as high as 75 percent of the
cost paid by the government.

Terraces are only part of
needed conservation systems,
Chidester points out. Other prac-
tices such as crop rotations and
conservation tillage likely will be

needed with terraces. Detailed ¢

information and on-site assess-
ment of terrace needs are avail-
able from Clarke County conser-
vation district office.
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Conitrol Erosion Through

Conservation Tillage

Conservation tillage is a good
way for grain farmers to control
erosion. But those who chop corn
for silage don’t have stalks left to
work with. What do thev do, or
what should they do, for erosion
control?

A fairly inexpensive, but effec-
tive idea i1s an old one-cover
crops. Interest in cover crops is
regenerating because a lot of
farmers are more concerned
about soil erosion.

One cover crop being used is
rye. The rye is seeded in the fall
and gives soil protection in the
winter and spring.

Cutting the rye as ryelage in
the spring before planting is a
possibility for those that can use
it.

Another option is to burn the
rye back with chemicals like
Paraquat and plant by no-till.
This gives extended erosion con-
trol because the dead rve will
give Lthe soil cover as the corn or
beans grow.

“It's a good system for the
no-till farmer,” says SCS Distriet
Conservationist, Keith Edwards.
“The no-till farmer is going to
use burndown anyway and you
can't argue with its erosion
control effectiveness.” For
residual chemical weed control,
you need to remember that
atrazine shouldn't be applied so
heavily that the rye would be
killed in the fall.

Rye isn't the only cover crop
available. Wheat is an option,
and so is oats. Wheat is used

C
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fairly commeonly as a double crop
with soybeans in other states,
where the growing season is
longer.

While oats are not used much
as & cover crop, oats may well be
the cheapest and best way to go.
For one thing, they're easy to
seed and relatively cheap ($1.50-
$2.00/bu.) for field run oats). For
another, oats are not winter
hardy.

The advantage there is that
the oats will winterkill. Rye is
winter hardy and can be tough to
kill in the spring. When the oats
winterkill, that means they don't
take moisture out of the soil in
the spring. Also, the winter
killed mulch is easier to get a
planter through.

“A cover crop is not a per-
manent solution to erosion pro-
blems,” explains Edwards.
“However, if you seed the fall
after chopping, it's a lot better
than plowing or discing or
leaving the chopped ground
bare,” he points out. The cover
crop can be seeded no-till in the
fall without any seed bed prepar-
ations by using a drill designed to
do planting in crop residues.
No-till seeding would give the
best erosion control.

Edwards says that you should
get a 76% ground cover by
winter if you sow or drill the seed
in September. That kind of
ground cover will control wind
erosion and also slow water
erosion from April through June,
especially with the no-till
method.

Kot
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I'ree Planning Meeting
Set for Wednesday, Dec. 8

For landowners who want
shelterbelts, farm pond sanc
tuaries, erosion control mater-
ials, future Christmas trees,
ongoing fuel wood production,
and improved wildlife habitat.
NOW is the time to make plans
for next springs trees and time to
place your order.
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the 1983 tree and shrub order

forms from the State Forest
Nursery are available now. All
trees are seedlings (6 to 18 inches
tall). Pines, larch, and walnut
sell at $6.30 per hundred plants.
Ash, hickory, oaks, olives and
numerous shrubs including lilac
sell for $5.80 per hundred plants.

The application order forms
are available at these locations in
Clarke County; the Clarke Coun
Ly Conservation Board office at

7 East Lake County Park, the Soil

‘7,-;.1"' _H_-t.n_,{u.'.x_ Z _?_‘ 1”5{;

Conservation Service office in
Osceola (just north of the Dairy
Queen) and the conservation
pamphlet display at the south
entrance to the Courthouse in
Osceola,

Applications are also included
in the November issue of the
Iowa Conservationist Magazine.

To assist landowners in
planning for their tree needs, a
public meeting has been sche-
duled for Wednesday, December
8 at 7:00 p.m. This meeting will
be held at the small room of the
4-H Building on the Fairgrounds
in north Osceola. The District
Forester, Steve Swinconos of
Afton, will be present to advise
landowners on what to plant and
how to be successful in growing
Lrees.

Any questions prior to this
meeting can be directed to John
Klein at the County Conserva-
tion Board office at East Lake
Park.

Report On Interseeder

Reports on the first year's wards

experience with the interseeder
purchased jointly by several
agencies will be given during the
Monday, December 6 meeting of
the Interseeder Management
Committee, The meeting will be
held at Gus and Tom's Steak
House at 1 p.m.

Chairman Fred Redfern will
call the meeting to order with
Soil Conservationist Keith Ed.

m

reporting on the growing
season and usage of the seeder.

Alan Teel, Extension director,
will report on application of the
interseeder during the 1982 vear
and Edwards will give the finan-
cial report. '

_Plans for the upcoming season
will be discussed and change in
policies if necessary governin
the interseeder, e .

No-Till Farming

Increases in lIowa

The acreage of lowa corn and
soybeans planted by no-till
methods this year is a 55 percent
increase from 1981, according to
estimates from the USDA Soil
Conservation Service. The prac-
tice was used by 4467 farmers on
344,480 acres in 1982, compared
to 3118 farmers on 242,820 acres
in 1981.

“That's almost of 50 percent
increase in the number of far-
mers trying this soil-saving way
of farming, and that's what
encourages us most,” says
William Brune, SCS State Con-
servationist, While admitting
less than four percent of the
state’s farmers are using no-till,
Brune says the increase means
more will try it in the future.
“There’'s more than triple the
acreage and number of farmers
from our 1980 survey, and that
shows me more and more far-
mers are seeing it work for their
neighbors,” Brune says.

The SCS survey, made annual
ly from estimates of SCS district
conservationists, also shows a
substantial increase in other
reduced tillage methods. “We
found that 16,394,000 acres of
corn and beans were planted
without use of the moldboard
plow,” says SCS resource conser-
vationist Mark Berkland. "That's
almost 75 percent of the row
cropland.”
~ The USDA Statistical Report.-
ing Service reported 13.7 million
acres of corn and B.6 million
acres of beans planted in Iowa in
June of this year,
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The chisel plow was used for
8.1 million acres and dises or
other implements were used on
about 7.7 million acres, That is a
20 percent increase from 1981.
The till-plant method increased
from 222,000 acres (1,083 far-
mers) in 1981 to 266,387 acres
(1255 farmers) this year. The
1982 figures bring the use of till
plant back to the 1980 level—use
of that practice dropped in 1981.

Leaving cornstalks or bean
residues on the soil surface year-
round for soil protection was not
a popular farming practice until
the 1970s. In the past 10 years,
lowa farmers have learned to
manage crop residues. The trend
now is to cut as many trips across
a field out as possible, leaving
most of the residues on the soil
surface. The result is a savings in
fuel, soil and time.
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The Interseeder Management
Committee met Monday, De-
cember 6 at the Clarke County
Courthouse, with members: Jim
Asmus, Adrian Fuller and Forest
Lewis present. Others attending
the meeting and reporting on the
progress and use of the inter-
seeder were: Alan Teel from the
Clarke County Extension Ser-
vice: Keith Edwards of the
(Clarke Soil Conservation Service
and Ron Whitham, Tom O'Neall,
Harold Bonnett and John Klein

eport on Interseeder
Management for 1982 Year

from the Clarke County Conser
vation Board. _

Edwards reported that main-
tenance on the interseeder
averaged 50 cents per acre with
an anticipated increase to 60
cents to a dollar for next season.

It was approved by the com-
mittee to reimburse the Clarke
County Conservation Fund
$2,350 from the user fees col-
lected to pay the local share of
the initial purchase cost.

In another motion, it was
approved to stock approximately
$200 worth of parts for the
interseeder next season.

It was suggested that ex-
perienced users of the inter-
seeder in each township, help to
assist their neighbors in their
initial try at interseeding this
nexl season.

In final business, Adrian
Fuller and Forest Lewis’ terms
on the committee expire. Fuller
accepted reappointment while
Lewis was not able to. Jack
Callison was appointed to fill
Lewis vacancy.

A spring meeting was set for
March 3, 1983 to make spring
plans and elect new officers.

Slate Summer Youth Program

The County Conservation
Boards, Soil Conservation Dis-
tricts, and Cooperative Exten-
sion Service will co-sponsor the
Youth Leadership Conservation
Program this summer. The
statewide program is developed
for high school students who are
interested in conservation. Two
sessions will be offered: June
20-23, 1983 which will be held at
the Congervation Education Cen
ter near Guthrie Center and
August 1-4, 1983 to be held at the

State 4-H Center near Madrid.

A maximum of 50 students will
be allowed to attend each ses-
sion. The cost of the four day and
three night program is $50. High
school students interested in
attending the Youth Leadership
Conservation Program should
contact John Klein of the County
Conservation Board: Lois Man-
chester of the Soil Conservation
District; or Alan Teel of the
Cooperative Extension office for
further information.
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Plan Tillage
Conf, Jan. 12

Learn the latest on conserva-
tion tillage systems, the effects
of soil erosion on yields, econom-
ies of land treatment, and more
from fellow farmers, conserva-
tionists, and various specialists
al a conference to be held at
Northwest Missouri State Uni-
versity, Maryville, Missouri.

Twenty-four concurrent ses-
sions, all dealing with wvarious
aspects (economic, social, techni-
cal, and political) of soil conser-
vation will be offered at a
conference, “Men-Women-The
Land: Mid America's Future,”
January 12, 1983.
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No-Till Show
Set for Febr.5

Weed control, fertilizer use,
and economics will be the topics
discussed at the second annual
Southern Iowa No-Till Show to
be held on February 5, 1983 at
Southwestern Community Col
lege in Creston.

Speakers during the morning
program will be Darrell Clark,
Farmland Industries Agrono-
mist, discussing fertilizer use
under no-till and reduced tillage
situations, and Mike Owens,
lowa State University Weed
Specialist, discussing weed con-
trol in high residue cropping
systems. A panel of three area
farmers will tell about their
experiences with fertilizer and
herbicides on their farms,

The afternoon program will
feature Paul Rosenberry, USDA
Agricultural Economist, dis
cussing the economics of no-till
and reduced tillage systems.
Three area farmers will then tell
about the economics of their
no-till cropping systems.

Commercial and educational
exhibits will be available beforel-A_
the program begins at 9:45 a.m.,}

over the noon hour, and at the
end of the speaking program.

The show is sponsored by the
Southern Iowa Conservation
Tillage Committee of the South-
ern lowa Resource Conservation
and Development Area. Area
farmers, Jowa State University

Extension Service, Soil Conser-
vation Districts, FmHA,
A.8.C.S., and Southwestern
Community College are co
operating in developing the
show,

Admission if free, however,
lunch tickets must be purchased
in advancg from the Extension or
Soil Conservation Service office
before February 1.
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WHAT'S GOING ON?: Tom Carson peers
intently into the innards of the Haybuster. The
picture was taken at the Clarke Community High
School's vo-ag shop recently as eight people
gathered to completely tear down and repair the
interseeder that was purchased last year.
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Argé 'Farmers to Speak
At No-Till Show Febr. 5

Six area farmers will speak on
two seperate topies at the South-
ern lowa No-Till Show to be
held February 5 at Southwestern
Community College in Creston.

Craig Harris, Coin; Quinton
Wakefield, Greenfield; and
Harold Selim, Shannon City will
discuss their experiences with
no-till, especially as to how it
relates to fertilizer, herbicide
and insecticide use,

In the afternoon, Phil Gibson,
Coin; Ron Dunphy, Creston; and
Gary Ehm, Creston will cover
their no-till operations with
emphasis on, the economics of a
no-till system.

The Southern lowa No-Till
Show will open its doors at
Southwestern Community Col-
lege at B:30 a.m. and the pro-
gram will begin at 9:45. Lunch
will be available over the noon
hour. Tickets must be purchased
in advance by February 1 and are
available at any county office of
the 5.C.5., FmHA, A.S.C.S., or
Extension Service.

There will be free coffee and
donuts and an opportunity to
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Interested people working on the project include
Adrian Fuller, Ron Whitham, Keith Edwards, Ed
Robins, Richard Carson, John Klein, Dean Frantz
and Tom Carson. The interseeder will be
available on a rental basis again this spring.

view exhibits and displays from
8:30 to 9:45. Exhibits and dis-
plays will also be open over the
noon hour as well as for a time at
the end of the show.

Other speakers at the show
are Darrell Clark, Farmland
Industries Agronomist; Mike
Owens, lowa State University
Extension Weed Specialist; and
Paul Rosenberry, USDA Agri
cultural Economist.

Phil Gibson and Craig Harris
no-till 1200 acres of corn and
soybeans near Coin with Phil's
father, Quentin. They quit plow-
ing in 1973, first using a chisel-
disk system, then Buffalo-tilled,
and today use a 12-row slot-till
planter on terraced hill land.

Quinton Wakefield farms
about 1000 acres near Green-
field. He has no-tilled two years
with a 12-row John Deere 7000
on 660 acres, about half corn and
half beans.

Harold Selim, Shannon City, is
a Union County SCD Com-
missioner. He started no-tilling
in 1973 and uses a John Deere
T000 with ACRA PLANT trash
whippers to ridge till 280 acres of
corn and 100 acres of soybeans.

Ron Dunphy, Creston, farms
with his brother, Tom. They use
crop rotation and no-till on 1100
row crop acres. They use an
8-row planter with no-till coul-
ters and a Hiniker cultivator.

Gary Ehm farms near Creston.
He uses a 6-row, 30-inch slot-till
planter to plant about 170 acres
of row crops.
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Plan No-Till

Directory

A no-till equipment directory

15 being planned to help match
wners of no-till equipment, with
landusers who wish to rent no-till
equipment or hire custom no-till
plantings, announced Richard
Carson, Chairman of the Clarke

County Soil Conservation Dis
Lrict

Anvone wishing to be included
in the directory is asked to

contact the Clarke County Soil
Conservation District office by
March 10

Keith Edwards, District Con-
servationist, serving Clarke
County says he hopes to see
several no-till planters listed as
well as no-till drills, cultivators,
fertilizer toolbars and sprayers
modified for no-till.

No-till requires more careful
equipment calibration and opera
tion, notes Edwards, and a no-till
equipment directory may help
some no-tillers with similar
equipment Lo overcome E:qui-p-
ment adjustment problems en
countered when planting no-till
CTOpS.
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Set No-Till Program Mar. 30

The Ringgold County Soil Con.

servation District will half miles southeast of Ti :
Pre-Plant No.Tj Sponsor a noor said ngiey.
Ednesda},. MHE“LE;E:GHSIFHHQH W:I.I.[ b dEm-ﬂnstrahnns

. from 1to

p.m. according to

: Roger
dirman of the .'I:Eis-
commj

emonstration wi]) belftt;fi' at'It.k:

arm two and ope

To Offer No-till
Equipment Directory

A no-till equipment directory
1S now available from the Clarke
Gc_:unly Soil-Conservation Dis-
trict. Owners of no-till equip-
ment have listed planters, inter-
seeders and anhydrous toolbars
that are for rent or custom hire.
For your free copy that describes
each no-till machine contact the
Clarke County Soil Conservation

ments for conventiona
SPrayer calibrations, no-til drill
for soybeans and no-till drill h;r
pasture and h

All questions will be
at this demonstration i

e held on no-ti]] attach-
| planters,

ayland seeding.
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Soil Survey and Mapping Project
Is Underway in Clarke County

Soil Scientists, Asghar Chowd
hery and Steve Ernst are hard
at work on the Soil Survey of
Clarke County. During this
spring, they will map in Frank-
lin, Ward and Osceola Townships
and will map diverted acres and
pasture ground during summer
months. Soil scientists will also
map the individual farms in other
townships if the district needs
soil information for conservation
practices.

The Soil Survey will be an
excellent resource inventory and
a very useful tool in the future
development of Clarke County.
The last soil maps of Clarke
County were made more than 50
vears ago when only eight soil
types were identified.

Today, about 150 mapping
units will be pinpointed and
delineated on aerial photo-
graphs. These aerial photo-
graphs will be the base map of
the Clarke County Soil Survey.

Soil surveys are designed for
many different uses. Farmers,
foresters, and agronomist use
them to evaluate the potential of
the soil and the management
needed for maximum food and
fiber production.

Community officials, engi-
neers, developers, builders, and
homebuyers can use the survey
to plan specific land uses, select
sites for construction and identi-
fy special practices needed to
insure proper performance.

Great differences in soil prop-
erties can occur within short
distances, Some soils are sea.
sonally wet or subject to flood
ing. Clay or wet soils are poorly
suited to use as septic tank
absorption fields. A high water
table makes a soil poorly suited
to basements or underground
installations. These and many
other soil properties that affect
land use will be described in this
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SOIL SURVEY: Members of the soil survey team
check samples of their work extracted from
underground some 10 feet below the surface. The

team of Asghar Chowdhery and Steve Ernst are
hard at work in Clarke County, typing the

soil survey. The location of each
soil will be shown on the detailed
soil maps, with each soil in the
county described. Information on
specific uses will be given for
each soil.

Soil Scientists are making this
survey to learn what soils are in
Clarke County, where they occur
and how they can be used. They
are observing the steepness,
length and shape of slopes, the
size of streams and the general
pattern of drainage and the kinds
of native plants or crops.

Using a hand probe to examine
soil profiles, a soil scientist
covers about 320 acres per day.
A soil profile is a sequence of

& f

Steve Ernst;

natural layers or horizons in a
soil. It extends from the surface
down into parent material which
has been changed very little by
leaching or by plant roots. Major
characteristics of each profile are
studied and recorded and are
compared with others in nearby
counties and states. Soil scien
tists classify and name the soils
according to nationwide uniform
procedures. They draw soil
boundaries on aerial photo-
graphs. These photographs show
trees, buildings, fields, roads,
and other details that help in
drawing soil boundaries ac-
curately. The Clarke County soil
survey publication will contain
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different soil and mapping the area. Pictured are;
Ron
Specialist; Louis Boeckman, Soil Survey Party
Leader in Ringgold and Taylor Counties and
Asghar Chowdhery.

Kuehl, lowa State Soil

soil maps prepared from aerial
photographs.

The Soil Survey is a coopera-
tive effort of the USDA Soil
Conservation Service, the lowa
Department of Soil Conserva-
tion, the lowa Agricultural
Experiment Station and the
(Cooperative Extension Service
of Towa State University and
Clarke County.

A newsletter from Extension
Director will be mailed to the
landowners and operators
informing them that the Soil
Scientists will be making soil
maps of their farms in the coming
days or weeks, weather permit-
ting of course.
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NOTICE OF HEARING ON AN
APPLICATION FOR A
PERMIT TO STORE WATER
IN CLARKE COUNTY, IOWA
Notice is hereby given that
there is now on file in the Office
of the Iowa Natural Resources
Council, an application from
Mark Larson (Log #13,131) for a
permit Lo store water 1or erosion
control purposes in the maximum
amount of 40.7 acre-feet at a
maximum rate of natural runoff
from 158 acres throughout each
year on his land generally de-
scribed as the NW 'k of the NE'A
of the NW 4 of Section 26, TTIN,
R25W, Clarke County, lowa.

Notice is further given that
pursuant to 455A.18 and
455A.19, Code of lowa, a public
hearing has been scheduled for
9:00 a.m. on June 27, 1983, at the
Office of the Water Commis-
sioner, lowa Natural Resources
Council, Wallace State Office
Building, Des Moines, Iowa,
50319. At the hearing, the Water
Commissioner or his Deputy will
take evidence either in support
of or in opposition to the granting
of the permit requested. The
criteria for approval pertinent Lo
the application are set forth in
4556A.2, 455A.20 through
455A.24, and 455A.27, Code of
lowa, and Chapter 3 of the lowa
administrative rules (Agency
Number 580, Iowa Administra
tive Code)

Any person desiring to appear
at the hearing herein announced
must file a statement of intent to
appear at the hearing. State-
ments of intent to appear at the
hearing must be submitted in
writing to the Office of the Water
Commissioner on or before June
20, 1983, and must specify the
application of interest by appli
cant’s name and log number.

James F. Wiegand
Deputy Water Commissioner
5-22,2
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Give Tentative Oka_y to

West Lake Dam Project

Continuation with plans to
raise the dam of the West Lake
reservoir were discussed at the
Thursday evening, July 7
meeting of the Osceole City
Water Board 1

Approvel was given by the
two Board members present,
Bayard Shadley and Robert
Horton with Chairman Dr. Fred
Wood absent

Original plans had called for
raising the dam. When bids
were received they were above
the engineer’'s estimates and
no action was taken pending
further discussion.

It was then decided to see if
cutting back on the height of
the dam would cut back on
costs sufficiently to warrant
going with a lower dam and
lower figure. Investigation

proved that is was not feasible
to proceed with new plans and
a lower dam height than
originally planned.

Approval was then given to
accept the low bids with R.G.
Elder and Son for two portions
of the project in the amounts of
$513,298.50 and a third portion
amcunting to $930,315 from
Hanson Construction Company
with the understanding that
contractors be cleared by EDA
and HUD and accepted by the
two government agencies.

Contracts will be drawn for
the projects and await approval
by all parties.

No action was taken con-
cerning the hiring of a water
superintendent—the post
vacated by retiring Ralph
Squier.

SEVERAL VIEW CANOE RACES: A large turnout of area
residents position themselves along the banks of East Lake,
Monday, July 4, to watch the canoe races, sponsored by the
Clarke County Conservation Board. Eight heats were held that
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SAVE THE STUBBLE
BURY THE P

day with the finals held at the end. It was estimated that over
500 interested spectators lined the East Lake Dam, and plans
for a second canoe race next July 4 are being arranged.
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Evidences of the Elements...
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SAVE LIVESTOCK: Lavern Hildreth, farming north of Osceola, was forced to water down his
hogs three times a day during the heat wave to prevent losing them. ~"With such heat
conditions, the hogs don't eat much,’’ stated Hildreth, “"and a person is lucky just to keep
from losing any.””

TURN AROUND: Passaers-by the White's Furniture
store last week were amused with Santa Clause in
their window. predicting a cold winter to come
Meanwhile temperatures outside remained above
the century mark.

Rainfall Totals

:Ju|'.f - e > 10
August - 4%

HEAT WAVVE:, Temparativraes reanched weall asbowve the 100 srmsek
et wosk, as recoirdad on The Clarke County Stnte Darik cloo ks

SMALL YIELD: This ear of corn is representative of this year's
corn crop in Clarke County, said to be a disaster with yields in
the county expected to be 75 to B6 percent damaged.
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GEEP: Asin-starved Iand in Clarke County is svidenced in tha {
imrge cravice in tha sail. Heare s & random ahsck with s yardatick

raading of Z8 inchoes desp. Oihar arosion crevices raporisd nave

Dusn as deep o S48 inches.




TO THE PARENT: Encourage your

child to create pictures and designs.
It can be a lot of fun!

Have a good assortment of crayons,

pencils, or felt tip markers for this
activity.




