
:FARM, ENVIRO~MENTALGROUPSSQUAREOff . I 
Clhit0n' s wetlarids':Plan: ,~~ 
:Will it resolve sciielnate?., 
. \ ·.: :~,,.:j.jfr . :.~ ...... ·. '.· :.,·.,, :; ... ·.-- . t·:.:. ~·;t:t.t · ;:t: ·.;\ ... · 

· ·. ·......u ... : ·.>:· farmorgw~nscouldscarcelyln-
. ~ ~N~· ~ PINS · : ·. · . habit th& sa¢~ ZIP code when:· the 

OrTHEREoJmR'~ w ~moroN Bl!~u subject 1 w~ .dlscussep: .. W etl~ds, 
· ''' · ' ' sa4d,Rep._ GerrY.Studds,D-Mass.~~ W uh.J.n4rtoil. ri.c:~ The e~ly re- become an eight-letter word . for 

views are in, and President Clinton's stalemate. ·,,. . .::1. • ,, 1 • · A 
new policy for protecting wetlands Now,.Studds, chairman of a House , 
has· disappointed both farm group::; subconunittee with jurisdiction over 
and environmentalists, which ::;orne the subject, believes there .<:, is a1 
take as progress. .. chance to break the stalemate, and .. 

"It's a step in the .right direction, he .willtakeupabillbearingtheClin· 
but it's pretty weak tea," Mark Mas- ton pla,n soon. ·~ 1; , : · "i . 1 ·''V~~ , 
lyn, chief lobbyist on wetlands poli- Farmers -int upper:; Midwestern 
cy for the American Farm Bureau states such as Iowa might not like all 
Federation, said of Clinton's plan. . o'f the changes, but most agree t.hey· 
, "From an environmental point of " will at least remove conflicting inter­
view, it's not all positive, but it's a pretations of the law that havq,. ~ Reen; 

. responsible bill," said Mai tl and so frustrating. . · · ' . ·i\J;f(l · · · 
Sharpe, executive director of the Wetlands are low·· S:reas<wtth 
lzaak Walton Le~ue. , · · . · · -~ ~ 

In the j }as't, environmental and WETLAHDSPleaseturntoPage4A 
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. 9linton' s,.pe'f l:fetJ.~ds :PoH.cY:: ;, . 
Will it elld!stii0bOffi1staierii3:te?t 

· . ~ - . · .. ..-. . . -:~:t:~ ::-(.· ~ _;·::r., . ·:·.·,_ ·h:'~:;x:.; .,·. !:1.;{:': 
WETLANDS ''This could function'~:~'( ', : supi>oit lettin.g the sou con5ervaudii 

f. I f t I : i .1 Service dedde what-is a wetland on 
ContinuedjromPage !A as a 1g ea 0 COVer .:.:::>: :' :'fannpropelty, and they support the 
unique SOilS that filter nitraLcs out of SOme embarraSSing~~ - - \.• ! !:non-regulatory approach to payi~j 
farm runoff, provide habitat for . . 1 .})~.:'''1• •· 

1·fanner;s easements to enroll Aan.d W 
I d\lCks and other waterfowl and ston: wetl~nds '• . ·r)~·;· ,,c. :·, i .' the Wetlands Rese~~_Program. ' !'~ 

eicess rainfall to reduce flooding. destruction '' ·~ - .· . ·/ l Ho~ever , they~ p_u_t off by the 
They can't be drained or filled with- · • • ·· : · ' · t process that lets a' f8riuer 1 appeal~J 
out a federal permit. 1 .l Section 404 permit·(lerual; but pr~ 

For farmers who own wetlands, lwak Walton League !'· ·vents neighbors . and"cons~J'Vatio'l\ 
I that SmaCkS Of gOVernment . en- ; ·, '., f groups Opposed tO the permit frO(l\ 
, croaching on their property, and tlw spending more to pay farmers to en· r;/' beingheard. "~~. seetl)a~asaft,mq~~ 

Fann Bureau and others have madE· roll land in the Wetlands Reserve ( mentally skewed . Pr~cess," said 
this a constitutional issqe. Program, · . ~ -~·<'·: , . Sharpe. : ·' ' " ' ~· > " • • • _: ' 

· Historically, Iowa had. more than · . . ·. ,Jr., r • What's more t'l\e Clinton plan 
6 pilllion acres of wetlfl,llds, accord- Farmer Concerns :., , · \~~ would' allow "~itigation banking,n 
Uig to the U.S. Department of Agri- "It's giving the state a bit .JJlOre which permits the draining of some 
cwture. About 90 percent of them flexibility ," said Pate; the assistant wetlands if other mitigating we6 
have been drained , and some argued state conservationist, who ~ex~;~ lands are created to replace 1 heri 
that this summer's flooding · was sit down with local, st.ate and priy~ "This could fWlction as a fig k af W 
made worse because of that. . · gr~ups . . "There's something t9';f.e cover some embarra:ss~ _wetlan<J.,, 

. Wetlands are governed by two rna- sa1d for reaching agreement w;tll,illl destruction ," said Sll8J'pe; .,··.; - ~ . 
jor federal laws - the Clean Water of these groups." · ··· · ;·: ~ · ·',f.:.: For th(• Soil Con5eivati6n Service! 
Act, which makes wetlands an Army Many of these provisions h~ve this could creat_e ·~:'t.!cklish legal 
Corps of Engineers responsibility, been sought by the Farm Bureau f:lld problem. Until now, the sa> has haJ 
and the farm bill, which gives tht: others for years, and Maslyl\~~- to worry only abo~;~t ho~· wetlandS 
Soil Conservation Service oversight knowledged that they are imprqve- policy applied to · farm benefits: 
of "swampbuster' · violations. ments. Still, he said, it doesn't go. far Fanners would lose their subsidies if 

enough. ·, :· · they drail 1ed a wetland. !; ' .. · · . 
Identifying Wetlands 

In the past, those agencies often 
disagreed on the definition of a wet­
land, a situation that drove farmers 
~o distraction when they sought 
Clearance to improve drainage or fill 
wetspots. · · ' 

If passed intact by Congress, the 
Clinton plan will give sole jurisdic­
tion over identifying wetlands on 
farm property to the Soil Conserva­
tion Service, which has offices close 
to farmers in each county. 

. ·• "If I was sitting in a farmer 's 
·!!shoes, I'd be glad you only have to go 

to one office," .said Dennis Pate, as­
sistant state conservationist for 
Iowa. ' 

Among the other c.:hangcs in the 
Clinton plan: ______ .: --~-

• All "prior converted" wetlands 
would be removed from regulation. 
That is, wetlands that were thor· 
oughly drained and converted to · 
cropland before Dec. 23, 1985,-would · 
no longer fall under federal wetlands 
restrictions. 7:; 

This would put into .law what had 
:.dreadr become the p:-uctic~ of the 
Corps of Engineers, but·:ror farm 
groups, it's an important advance . 

• Farmers denied a permit to 
change the drainage on their wet­

. lands- the now famous Section 404 
permit, which will still be adminis­
~red by the Corp.'- of Engineers -

: could appeal di ret t ly to the Corps 
rather than going tu court. · 

• All four of the federal agencies 
that have at least some jurisdiction 
over wetlands- the F'ish and Wild­
life Service and the Environmental 
Protection Agency also have a role 
- would use the same 1987 wet· 
lands manual, which is less expan­
sive,;~ its regulatory sweep than a 
newe'rmanual issued in 1989> ·~ 
.;,• Further, interested local parties 
would get a voice in how these rules 
apply to their watersheq; and the 
CUnton administrationf proposes 

. . . J.illf: .. . 

"I think the administration P!Jll~d If a farmer compl~ned that this 
on some issues," he said. lie an.d~Vt- violated his propertyrights; the SCS 
·~rs wish the new rules would cl~i- ·. responded that"SUQ~9Y program~ 
ty some wetlands as more 1~0~_of · were voluntary, ,no~~~· right. NQY{ 
protection than others. . ~ . . '~'~·· . ,: that the scs decisions affect mor~ 

Specifically, the Fann.Bureau· lias ! than just -;ubsidies, that argument 
been pushing_ to exempt land :on·: · mightno1 11ash,saidPate. . <,:;:_ 
which a crop can be planted in six ; · Not ewryone is sounding a concil+ 
out of 10 yeax:s: "I really don:t:see , iatoryno' l'. .... · . . .: 
why this is such· a drop-dead isSue:.·. JanGoldman-Carterofthet\atiolli­
for the erwir,oprnental groups]"-: he-F '&1 Wildli fl· Federation complained 
said. • ' • ' ,• I, } ,; • .. ; , • , ·.,~~. that local regulators, will , be more 

The Farrq ·Bureau also V/i[lts easily I'Qlled by pressure fr-Om devel~ 
s~ronger P,rp;,estions f9~ {>r~y o~ef!; ·and said th(pl~};s · · · 1aq~rl 
nghts, artd;'-(i . ·h~d pushe,~twd ,. w1th ~etlandsgivea\yayst ;: ·;!'i • · 
throu~ (onner y~ce PresldeP,~;nan· · Rep. Don Young, _).J7,Alaska, s~!4 · 
Quayle s Co'!lpet1t1ven~ss ~-to , the plan would deva,state his stat;e~ 
greatly restnct the def1nition of',et- . and compared wetlands regulatorlf 
lands. : . ·. :· .. , ... "if"-·,;;·.:: .. . to t~~- KuJ~lux Klan atarec~nt heart 

. . .. . ' , . .,.~ .. .•... ~:r . ing .·. . ~··-'• ;. . -~ · 
Envirorun~~~-~nce~rv· .'. N~~erth~less, the '· tw~ · ~ides . ije 

That e!f~rt; ' w~ich broug~t a generally beginning to move aw~y; 
storm ot envi~onme~tal .critlfism grudgingly, from tht!ir long-har9~ 
and was ,~eeq!e<Hm~orkab~ ,by; ened positions op.:W.etlands ~es: 
Corps of ~~rs.o~~~. ~J)OW ; :·This J>?licy. may-.yecy .~ell succe.:d 
runout. . ,. . · ·~~-·~~l·, m movmg 1t oft'~the · dlrne," · saHl 

Environmental grougp..._~~nei:all~ Sharpe. · . . > .,f- · ·t~~.~-~ · .. ,.:. : 
. ..,'-~ · . , ... . ~i Lt.: ·:~~~~ .·· : ·. ~ .. ~.::s.~;;·~:;~; ~; . . ·~i : 

~==============~~========~:======~~==·~ · -- :~·t · , .... . ~ · - ~~~-~·~¥!! - .: ·- ... , -f,~rt<. -~r 
Pennsylvama g&v~filOf_~till in h~~pital,_ 
. . Pitt~ burgh,~~· (AP)-:- Goy: Rob· Sep't. 28 because of)h~ infcc« ol), 
~. r t Ca~ey: rec1p1ent or a heart and Duffie Iii said. A deciSion on when he 
~.rver .t~anspl~t, cont~ues ~o und.er-. will be discharged will not be n\fldc 
go t~ e <~ I me~t :for a VIral mf~ct10n until this week she said.- . . · >1.\i. · 
causmg ll ~thke symptoms, a Sp<?kes·. __ .. _ ' · fi . :_ 

w\J~Ian ~atd_Saturd~y. · · , •:;:~~ · •. --:: · 
· I he v1rus bothermg Casey IS cyto- ·. :\J .. ,. 
11\l'~alovir~s •. which about ~our 0~~ Iraqis fire on Kuwaiti 
of live pcoplcharbm 111 thctrbodies • bod . ,..,-~ · I ·.· } 
without discomfort , !Jut which fre- post 111 r er,:~ ,'IS f' 
quently affects patienLs with weak- Kuwait City (AP}~ :::.-~JnH ; . t'or~·l·l; 
ened immune systems, suid Uniycrsi· fired 011 a Kuwaiti bol:der post in the 
ty of Pittsburgh Medical' P.fnter second -;uch attacl(P.l, l~ than two 
spokeswoman J~e Du~field; ~l~~.! weeks, 1 he govcrJUnel}t said SatOr· 
. The gove~or 1s taking ~ec-'· day~Jraq and Ku~~- have clashed 

t10n drugs · to 1 prevent his ;Immune repe&t.•dly' Iince, ati.tN :.· commissio11 
system from attacking the heart and moved I he ~rder!.ltghtly nor~h in 
liver he received lri a transphiilt"o~ November, ~xpanding Kuw:riti ~r:ri· 
erationJune 14. ,. · ·' ; .. ~,- tory. Iraq ref~~1~ recogui~c; 

Casey entered the mcdical .eenter new.boundary. "1.f'fff-r:·;:;!. _ .1 
-~~ 


