
SCS has new name 
DES MOINES, Iowa- The U.S. Department of Agriculture's Soil 

Conservation Service has had a name change to the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service. The new agency was authorized as part of USDA's 
reorganization in October by Agriculture Secretary Mike Espy. · 

"Our new name more accurately reflects what we do," said Leroy Brown, 
Iowa's State Conservationist for the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service. "Our responsibilities go farther than soil conservation. They have 
for some time." 

While the agency has focused on soil conservation for the past 60 years, it 
has also been the key federal agency to offer technical help on private lands 
for improvements to water, wildlife habitat, woodlands, grasslands, and 
other resources connected to the land. More recently, the agency has worked 
with the nation's private landowners to increase acreage of grasslands, 
wetlands and woodlands through USDA programs. 

"More than two-thirds of the land in this country is privately owned: 
Those private landowners · are the key to our environmental well-being," 
Brown said. "We will continue to build on our 60 years of experience with a 
unique relationship between the federal government and those landowners, I 
as well as the conservatioJI partnership with local conservation districts," 
Brown added. 

The new Natural Resources Conservation Service will continue to have 
responsibility for all the programs of the former Soil Conservation Service. 
In addition, several other programs have been transferred to it, including the 
Wetlands R~serve Program, the Water Bank Program, the Forestry 
Incentives Program, the Colorado River Salinity Control Program, and the 
Farms for the Future Program. . 

The Natural Resources Conservation Service will increasingly look at all 
resources on private lands as its resource conservationists help private 
landowners on a voluntary basis. "What's done on our vast acreage of 
private lands encompasses so much more than the soil resource-- our water, 
our woodlands, our wildlife, our ajr and our quality of life should also be 

considered." 1) .A/) • ft~ J . 11 J 1 c(. 



LOUISA COUNTY 
CONSERVATION BOARD 
BOX 261, 609 JAMES L. HODGES AVE. 
WAPELLO, IOWA 52653 
319-523-8381 

January 6, 1998 

To: Lee, Henry, Louisa and Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation Districts 
From: Julie Ohde 

Our local REAP assembly will be held March 19, 1998 in West Burlington. This 
meeting is an opportunity for local input into the REAP program and we want to offer 
participants as much information about REAP as possible. 

This year the state is asking each regional assembly to provide a photo exhibit of local 
REAP projects. We are especially interested in projects paid for by the annual 
allocations to soil and water conservation districts and conservation boards. We would 
like to get pictures of as many different types of projects as possible -- waterways, tree 
plantings, native grassing plantings-- whatever you have spent your money on! 

Photos must be submitted as color slides. Enlargements will be made and the slides 
returned to you after the regional assembly. Be sure to mark your slides and include a 
description of the project. Slides must be submitted to me no later than February 1, 
1998. 

If you have any questions, please give me a call. We would like to get at least one 
usable slide from each agency receiving REAP money in our region but feel free to 
submit more so we have a variety to choose from. 
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2005 Awards Presentation 

*Conservation Farmer of the Year Award 

Bill Beik- Bills farm is located about 2 miles SE of 
Grandview. Bill farms about 650 acres. He has 60 acres of 
permanent pasture and about 1 7 acres of Hay ground. Bill 
has a 35 head cow/calf operation. Bill practices no-till 
farming on all of his crops and has been doing so for a lot 
of years. Some of the conservation practices that he has 
installed include: Terraces, Grassed Waterways, a Farm 
Pond, Sediment Basins, a Wetland and Native Grass 
Plantings. Bill has received State cost share and CRP cost 
share to help him construct some of his terraces and 
Wetland project. Bill has received state cost share, and 
CRP cost share to help him install some of these practices. 



*Windbreak/Shelterbelt of the Year Award 

Steve Martin- Steves farm is located 3 miles east of 
Columbus Jet. Steve planted his Shelterbelt in_ the spring of 
1998. It consists of 8 rows of Red Cedar, Black Locust, 
Silver Maple, Honey Suckle, and Ninebark. The 
establishment years are critical to having a successful 
Shelterbelt. Steve has maintained his windbreak and that is 
why it looks the way it does today. Steves Shelterbelt 
attracts lots of wildlife. Some of the wildlife observed in or 
near Steves Shelterbelt include: Quail, Pheasants, Song 
Birds, and Rabbits. Steve received CRP cost share to help 
him establish his Shelterbelt. 

* Wetland Owner of the year Award 

Kenny Hill- Kenny's farm is located approx. 3 miles west 
of Conesville. Kenny restored a 10 acres wetland in the 
spring of2003. He liked the first one so much that he 
decided to restore another wetland in the spring of 2004. 
He also planted a mixed stand of native grasses and 
wildflowers on the adjacent acres surrounding the wetlands 
acres. With the addition of the wetlands and the native 
grasses on his farm he seen an increase in the wildlife 



*Woodland Owner of the Year 

George Griffith-Georges farm is located approx. 2 miles 
NE of Morning Sun. George has been working on his 
timber to improve the quality for quite a few years now. In 
2002 George did a Timber Stand Improvement project on 
54 acres, and a Tree Planting project on 11 acres. George 
has also done a small Riparian Forest Buffer on 8 acres. 
George has received REAP and CRP cost sharing to help 
him achieve some of his goals. He has worked closely with 
the District Forester to help plan these projects. 

Wildlife Habitat owner of the year award 

*Roger Gipple- Rogers farm is located about 2 miles NE 
of Wyman. Roger has done a multitude of habitat projects 
over the years and some of them include: Filter Strips, 
Grassed Wat~rways, Farm Ponds, Contour Buffer Strips, 
Tall Grass and Prairie and Wildflower Plantings, Food 
Plots, Quail Strips, and a Wetland Restoration to name a 
few. Because of Rogers work, wildlife is abundant on his 
property. Roger has received cost share and technical 
assistance from the soil and water conservation district to 
help achieve his habitat goals. 
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Williams, Janet -Wapello, lA 

From: Latisha Cunningham [latisha-cunningham@cdiowa .org] 

Sent: Monday, August 22, 2005 12:54 PM 

To: swcdsecretaries@cdiowa.org; Deb Ryun; Alan Lemker; Arlan Becker; Babetta Lucke; Barbara 
Johnson; Bernie Bolton; Butch & Patsy Neumeyer; Marshall, Carolyn- Algona, lA; Siefken, Colleen 
-Epworth, lA; Cheryl Archer; Darrell Stamp; Rohrbaugh, Deborah- Primghar, lA; Greg Wagner; 
Harvin Meyer; Jerry & Darla Fine; Jerry Crew; Lorna Troester; Monty Leu; Rachel Engwall; Rick 
Juchems; Ron Snyder; Tim Palmer; Wilbert Knobloch; William Shipley; Gillespie, Jim 

Subject: 2005 Regional Poster Winners 

Attached you will find the 2005 CDI Auxiliary Regional Poster winners. The winner 
of (each division will receive a $35 check (issued by co-sponsor Grinnell Mutual) late 

"october. 

Latisha Cunningham 
Administrative Assistant 
Conservation Districts of Iowa 
641-774-4461 

8/31/2005 



2005 CDI Auxiliary Poster Contest 

Regional Winners 
Region 1 
Division I (K-1): Adri Tilstra, 135 5th St. S.W., Sioux Center, IA 51250 

Kindergarten Sioux Center Community Age 7 
Bill Tilstra & Dr. Shawn Scholten 
Sioux County 

Division II (2-3): Tara Tilstra, 135th 5th S.W., Sioux Center, IA 51250 
2nd Grade Sioux Center Community Age 8 
Bill Tilstra & Dr. Shawn Scholten 
Sioux County 

Division III (4-6): Erin Groeneweg, 2565 280th St., Rock Valley, IA 51247 
6th Grade Rock Valley Christian School Age 12 
Bob & Cherie Groeneweg 
Sioux County 

Division IV (7-9): Alex Warnke, 707 Main Street, Ida Grove, IA 51445 
ih Grade BCIG Middle School, Battle Creek, IA Age 13 
Bret & Lind Warnke 
Ida County 

Division V (10-12): Naomi DeBoer, 806 3rd Ave. NE, Sioux Center, IA 51250 
11th Grade Unity Christian High School Age 17 
Doug & Marge DeBoer 
S.ioux County 

Region 2 
Division I (K-1): Benjamin Olson, 62999 220th Ave., Pomeroy, IA 50575 

1st Grade Pomeroy-Palmer Age 8 
Jon & Rachel Olson 
Calhoun County 

Division II (2-3): Marquise Oleson, 1302 Fairview Ave., Spencer, IA 51301 
3rd Grade Fairview Elem. Age 9 
Jason & April Oleson 
Clay County 

Division III (4-6): Nichole Licht, 1838 130th St., Humboldt, IA 
5th Grade Manson NW Webster School Age 11 
Scott & Deb Licht · 
Webster County 



Division IV (7-9): Scott Skophammer, 2924 19 Ave N, Fort Dodge, IA 50501 
ih Grade Phillips Middle School Age 13 
Tom & Karen Skophammer 
Webster County 

Division V (10-12): Jackie Hon, 3509 30th Ave., Fenton, IA 50539 
1ih Grade Armstrong-Ringsted Age 18 
Susan & Duane Quinn 
Emmet County 

Region 3 
Division I (K-1):Alex Hartwig, 707 North Main St., Kanawha, IA 50447 

1st Grade West Hancock Kanawha Elem. Age 7 
Randy & Sandy Hartwig 
Hancock County 

Division II (2-3): Tiffanl Cassmann, 13146 Forest Ave., Bristow, IA 50611 
3r Grade Greene Community School Age 9 
Dennis & Merlette Cassmann 
Butler County 

Division III ( 4-6): Raleigh Hempen, 10857 N Ave., Parkersburg, IA 50665 
4th Grade Parkersburg, Elem. Age 10 
Jill and Kurt Hempen 
Butler County 

Division IV (7-9): Janessa Reding, 2720 Oak Ave., Gamer, IA 50438 
ih Grade Gamer-Hayfield Age 13 
Paul & Darla Reding 
Hancock County 

Region 4 
Division I (K-1): Russell Manternach, 25268 375th St., Edgewood, IA 52042 

1st Grade Starmont Age 8 
Tim & Gianna Manternach 
Clayton County 

Division II (2-3): Abe Miller, 2429 1401h Ave., Manchester, IA 52057 
3rd Grade Home Schooled Age 9 
Kenneth & Dawn Miller 
Delaware County 

Division III ( 4-6): Alissa Fairbanks, 20386 901h Street, Anamosa, IA 52205 
41h Grade Strawberry Hill Age 10 
Terry & Jill Kennebeck 
Jones County 



Division IV (7-9): Emily Hogan, 2067 260th Ave. , Earlville, IA 52041 
7th Grade Beckman High School Age 13 
Margaret Hogan & John Hogan 
Delaware County 

Division V (10-12): Danielle Michel, 30740 Woodlawn Dr., Bellevue, IA 52031 
1 ih Grade Marquette Age 18 
John & Denise Michel 
Jackson County 

Region 5 
Division I (K-1): Beyley Brandt, 3180 HWY 141, Mauilla, IA 51454 

1st Grade IKM -Irwin, IA Age 7 
David & Dawn Brandt 
Shelby County 

Division II (2-3): Savanna Scheffler, 2212 9th St., Harlan, IA 51537 
3rd Grade New Park Age 9 
Michael Jenny Scheffler 
Shelby County 

Division III ( 4-6): Susan Herr, 1808 270th St., Fontanelle, IA 50846 

Division IV(7-9): 

6th Grade Nodaway Valley Middle School Age 12 
Paul & Virginia Herr 
Adair County 

Division V: (10-12): Travis Agan, 1785 345th St., Vail, IA 51465 
lOth Grade AR-NE-VA Age 17 
Tom & Sandi Agan 
Crawford County 

Region 6 
Division I (K-1): Allyson VanderHart, 1510 W Roosevelt, Knoxville, IA 50138 

1st Grade West Elementary Age 7 
Doug & Patti V anderHart 
Marion County 

Division II (2-3): Jenny Petersen, 907 Quebec St., Knoxville, IA 50138 
2nd Grader Mecher-Dallas Elementary Age 8 
James & Julie Petersen 
Marion County 

Division III (4-6): Maria Finan, 1286 82nd Ave., Knoxville, IA 50138 
5th Grader Northstar Elementary Age 11 
Pat Finan & Laura Hollinrake 
Marion County 



Division IV (7-9): Holly VanWyk, 909 HWY 14 N, Knoxville, IA 50138 
7th Grade Knoxville Middle School Age 13 
Mike VanWyk 
Marion County 

Division V (10-12): Kelsey Rotenboom, 9519 E 120th St. S, Sully, IA 50251 
lOth Grade Lynnville-Sully Age 16 
Galen & Peggy Rotenboom 
Jasper County 

;Region 7' 
Division I (K-1): Sydney Stephens, 10802 218th Ave., Columbus Jet., IA 52738 

Kindergarten Wapello Elementary Age 5 
Lynn & Sheryle Stephens 
Louisa County 

Division II (2-3): Eric Sindelar, 5427 Skyline Dr. N.W., Cedar Rapids, IA 52405 
3rd Grade Truman Elementary Age 8 
Kevin & Karen Sindelar 
Linn County 

Division III ( 4-6): Kacie Struve, 802 W 15th St., Vinton, AI 52349 
4th Grade Lincoln Elementary Age 10 
Jim & Jill Struve 
Benton County 

Division IV (7-9): Ashl~ Nesbit, 1369 N Isett, Moscow, IA 52760 
8t Grade Wilton School Age 15 
Rhonda Brown 
Muscatine County 

Division V (10-12): Derek Lamb, 15546 CoRd. G44X, Letts, IA 52754 
lOth Grade L&M High School Age 16 
Donald & Cindy Lamb 
Louisa County 

Region 8 
Division I (K-1): Sierra Paul, 403 N. Conway Street, Bedford, IA 50833 

1st Grade Bedford Community School Age 7 
Chad & Nichol Paul 
Taylor County 

Division II (2-3): Leah Klejch, 1413 240th St., Mount Ayr, IA 50854 
3rd Grade Mt Ayr Community Age 9 
Gary & Linda Klej ch 
Ringgold County 

Division III (4-6): Billy Dyke, P.O. Box 684, 1211 Illinois Street, Sidney, IA 51652 
5th Grade Sidney Elementary Age 11 
Dean & Susan Dyke 
Fremont County 



Division IV (7-9): Mag~ie Thelen, 1890 Jaguar Ave., Creston, lA 50801 
8t Grade St. Malachy School Age 14 
Sarah & Randy Thelen 
Union County 

Region 9 
Division I (K-1): Ashley Moore, 13823 120th St., Keswick, IA 50136 

1st Grade TriCounty Elementary Age 6 
Laura Moore 
Keokuk County 

Division II (2-3): Jayla Kreiss, 322 N. Gertrude, Burlington, IA 52601 
2nd Grade Notre Dame Elementary Age 8 
Kent & Kerry Kreiss 
Des Moines County 

Division III (4-6): Kelli Sisco, 308 N Northfield St., Mediapolis, IA 52637 
5th Grade Mediapolis Comm. School Age 12 
Jeff & Lisa Sisco 
Des Moines County 

Division IV (7-9): Brenda Fritchen, 30377 225th Ave., Ollie, lA 52576 
gth Grade Pekin School Age 14 
Nathan & Sharon Fritchen 
Keokuk County 

Division V (10-12): ): Janette Kirk, 1620th South 15th, Burlington, lA 52601 
1oth Grade Notre Dame Age 16 
Ann & Willis Kirk 
Des Moines County 

\ 
\ 



Sydney Stephens, left, Janet Williams, district secretary, 
and Drucilla Stephens, right, with Drucilla's second-place 
entry, after the award presentation from the Louisa Soil 
and Water Conservation District. 

Conservation Poster . 
W'inners announce·d 

WAPELLO -The theme for 
Louisa County Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts' poster 
contest was "Celebrate Conser­
vation." 

Division I (grades K and 1) 
winners were Sydney Stephens 
who placed first with her poster 

and her sister, Drucilla Stephens 
who placed second with her en­
try. The first-place entry was 
sent on to Region 7 competition. 

The parents of the girls are 
Sheryle and Lynn Stephens of 
rural Columbus Junction. 



County SWCD receives grant 

Photo submitted 

Pictured Left "to Right: Ken Tow, State Director for the Iowa Division of Soil Conserva­
tion, Commissioners: Lee Harris, Michelle Rees, Greg Wagner, Sam Willson, and Mary 
Boysen. 

For crop years 2003, 2004 

Sign up for crop losses 
ends Sept. 9 

. Wapello, lowa, August 12, 
2005 - Louisa County produc­
ers who suffered crop losses 
from damaging weather in 2003 
or 2004 have until September 9, 
2005, to sign up for benefits 
under the Farm Service 
Agency's (FSA) Crop Disaster 
Program. 

John Bartenhagen, Louisa 
Farm Service Agency County 
Executive Director stated, "We 
are pleased to be able to provide 
these benefits to producers as 

. quickly as possible. Drought 
and floods are unpredictable 
weather events that put farmers 
at risk in producing a dependable 
and national food supply." 

Enrollment for the program 
opened on March 14 of this year. 

To date, FSA has paid over 
$459,oo0 in disaster assistance 
to county farmers under this pro­
gram. To meet deadline require­
ments, Bartenhagen said produc­
ers must submit a completed 
form CCC-750, Crop Disaster 
Program Application, and all 
supporting documentation be­
fore close of business on Sep­
tember 9, 2005. 

Producers suffering greater 
than a 35-percent production 
loss are eligible. The payment 
rate for Crop Disaster Program 
(CDP) is 65 . percent of the es­
tablished commodity price for 
insured crops and noninsured 
crops, and 60 i>ercent of the price 
for uninsured commodities. Pro­
ducers may apply for CDP for 

any crops that are eligible for 
coverage under the Federal Crop 
Insurance or the Noninsured 
Crop Disaster Assistance pro­
grams. 

The Wapello Repub'!:.cm • Thursday, Aug:::_t 7 8, 2005 / 

The Louisa Soil & Water 
Conservation District (SWCD) 
recently received an Iowa De­
partment of Agriculture and 
Land Stewardship Development 
Grant to study some flooding 
concerns in Chinkapin BluffWa­
tershed located near Columbus 
Jet. 

There has been flooding con­
cerns to the Louisa County Fair 
Grounds for many years. This 
money will be used to study the 
problem at hand and come up 
with possible solutions that 
could be implemented to solve 
the problems. 

The Louisa SWCD has been 
and will continue to work with 
the landowners in the watershed 
to develop conservation plans 
that will address the flooding 
concerns. 

Chinkapin Bluff Watershed 
drains approximately 800 acres. 
Most of the watershedflows un­
d~r R Ave. and directly outlets 
·into the Iowa River. 

This grant was one of eleven 
awarded to Soil and Water Con­
servation Districts State wide. · 

Anyone interested in being 
on the Chinkapin Bluff Water­
shed advisory committee please 
contact the Louisa County Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
Office, 514 Isett, in Wapello or 
call319-523-6411. 

n 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

LouisaCounty.JP 
G (634 KB) 

Delang, Drew- Wapello, lA 
Friday, July 29, 2005 9:46AM 
'Ken.tow@idals.state.ia.us'; 'Vince.Sitzmann@idals.state.ia.us' 
Williams, Janet- Wapello, lA 
Louisa County Awards 

Ken/Vi nee 

Just wanted to say thanks for taking the time to come down to the Louisa County Fair to 
present the Development Grant to the Louisa SWCD. Hope you liked the Red Hat Ladies. 

Pictured Left to Right : Ken Tow, (Commissioners)Lee Harris, Michelle Rees, Greg Wagner, 
Sam Willson, Mary Boysen (Chair) . 

Thanks 
Drew DeLang, Janet William, & Commissioners 
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Lou1sa Development Group 
to raffle locally made rifle 

,Like mos~ non-profit organiza­
tions Louisa Development Group 
hopes to increase their budget a little 
farth~rwith the occasion.aJ fimdr.a~r 
When that fundraiser also promotes 
a local business the benefit is double. 
Such was the thinking that led the 
LDG board to organize a rifle raffle 
that is being kicked off this month. 

When board memoers decided 
earlier th.is year to unde-rtake a 
fundraiser they decided they wanted 
to feature a prize that would show­
case local manufacturing talent. A 
rifle from Superior Arms quickly met 
with approval. Terry Williams of 
Superior Arms gladly agreed to de­
sign an AR rifle bearing a Louisa 
County logo and serial number of 
2005/1 of 1. · The logo is an adapta­
tion of one created ·by Rich Herrick 
of Columbus Junction. 

There are less than ten firearms 
manufacturers in Iowa and only one, 
Superior Arms in Wapello that makes 

AR 15's. The company's website 
www.superiorarms.com details their 
history, product line and capabilities. 

A ,,us tomiz.ed AR rn:'fe in 
Wapello is truly a unique raffle prize. 
"It's a well-made and unique rifle." 
commented LDG president Gary 
Todd, "A real collector's item." . 

Raffle tickets for the rifle raffle 
went on sale last week for $2 each or 
three for $5. They are available at 
the LDG office in Wapello and from 
any board member. Proceeds from 
the rafile will go to LDG program­
ming including educational events, 

· marketing and membership services. 
Over one hundred tickets have al­
ready been sold. 

To find out more about the raffle 
or to purchase please COJltact the 
Louisa Development Group office at 
319-527-5182 or 
loudevgr@louisacomm.net. The 
raffle winner J:!lUSt be qualified to 
possess firearms. 



Louisa County Hosts a Conservation Tour 
Geared Towards Hispanic Landowners 
Submitted by Christine Lousias and Robert Mier 

Louisa County has one of the highest populations of 
Hispanics in the State of Iowa. At the same time, 
Louisa County, as most other counties in Iowa, has 
less than a handful of Hispanic co-operators who 
utilize programs that the NRCS has to offer. Of the 
counties with major Hispanic populations, Louisa 
has many that have acquired small parcels of land, 
thus there is a greater potential participation for 
cost-share programs and technical assistance from 
NRCS and the Louisa County SWCD. In an effort 
to expose this group to NRCS programs, Louisa 
County hosted a conservation tour targeting the 
Hispanic population. 

On May 14, 2005, 25 people gathered at the tour 
bus to participate in the conservation tour. The first 
stop took the group to a restored wetland site. The 
site was created using funds from the Co~servation 
Reserve Program. Frogs and shorebirds greeted 
the busload as we visited their home. One family 
had brought two boys with them on the tour. They 
promptly took off to try to capture frogs. In addition 
to the wetland, an example of a native grass filter 
strip was on site. 

Group looks at wetland while boys go fragging! 

From the wetland, the group headed to an EQIP 
project with a grade stabilization structure, terraces 
and a tree planting. As we passed grassed 
waterways and some of the different tillage 
systems, the DC pointed out and explained the 
benefit of each tillage system and how they 
conserve soil. After a quick look at a farmstead 
shelterbelt, the group headed to the rendezvous site 
for a catered lunch by a local Mexican restaurateur. 

6 

Gathered around a grade stabilization structure. 

The goal of the tour was to familiarize an underserved 
group of people within our Louisa County, with NRCS 
programs. Contacts were made and the first domino 
has been tipped. Participation of Hispanics on the 
tour was below what we had hoped for, and new 
strategies for reaching-out and communication are 
needed in the future. With some follow up by the field 
office, we feel confident that we have exposed 
ourselves to be available to a greater number of 
landowners in Louisa County. 

Feasting after touring with fine Mexican Cuisine. 

The tour was possible with sponsors from: Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, Louisa County Soil 
& Water Conservation District, Louisa Development 
Group, Geode Resource Conservation & 
Development, The New Iowan Center, Tyson Foods, 
and Louisa County Conservation Board. 



Soil, water commissioners present awards 
COLUMBUS JUNCTION ­

The Louisa County Soil and 
Water Conservation District pre­
sented awards during the Louisa 
County Fair as follows: 

Conservation 
Farmer of the Year 

Bill Beik- Bill's farm is lo­
cated about 2 miles southeast of 
Grandview. Bill farms about 
650 acres. He has 60 acres of 
permanent pasture and about 17 
acres of Hay ground. Bill has a 
35 head cow/calf operation. Bill 
practices no-till farming on all 
of his crops and has been doing 
so for a lot of years. Some of 
the conservation practices that 
he has installed include: Ter­
races, Grassed Waterways, a 
Farm Pond, Sediment Basins, a 
Wetland and Native Grass 
Plantings. Bill has received 
State cost share and CRP cost 
share to help him construct some 
of his terraces and Wetland 

I project. Bill has received state 
cost share, and CRP cost share 
to help him install some of these 
practices. . 

Windbreak/ 
Shelterbelt of the 

Year 
Steve Martin - Steve's farm 

is located 3 miles east of Colum­
bus Junction. Steve planted his 

1 Shelterbelt in the spring of 1998. 
It consists of eight rows of Red 
Cedar, Black Locust, Silver 

· Maple, Honey Suckle, and 
Ninebark. The establishment 
years are critical to having a suc­
cessful Shelterbelt. Steve has 
maintained his windbreak and 

at is why it looks the way it 
s today. Steves Shelterbelt 

-;,-. cts lots of wildlife. Some 

From left: Kenny Hill, Bill ,Beik, George Griffith and Steve Martin. 

of the wildlife observed in or 
near Steves Shelterbelt include: 
Quail, Pheasants, Song Birds, 
and Rabbits. Steve received 
CRP cost share to help hill} es­
tablish his Shelterbelt. 

Wetland Owner of 
the Year 

wildlife populations on his 
farms . 

Woodland Owner of 
the Year 

George Griffi th - George's 
farm is located approx. 2 miles 
northeast of Morning Sun. 

Kenny Hill- Kenny's farm is George has been working on his 
located about 3 miles west of timber to improve the quality for 
Conesville. Kenny restored a · quite a few years now. In 2002 
10- acre wetland in the spring of George did a Timber Stand Im-
2003. He liked the first one so provement project on 54 acres, 
much that he decided to restore and a Tree Planting project on 
another wetland in the spring of 11 acres. George has also done 
2004. He also planted a mixed a small Riparian Forest Buffer 
stand of native grasses and wild- ori 8 acres. George has received . 
flowers on the adjacent' acres REAP and CRP cost sharing to 
surrounding the wetlands acres. help him achieve some of his 
With the addition of the wetlands goals. He has worked closely 
and the native grasses on his with the District Forester to help 
farm he seen an increase in the plan these projects. 

Wildlife Habitat ' 
Owner of the Year 

Roger Gipple- Roger's fatm 
is located about 2 miles north­
east of Wyman. Roger has done 
a multitude of habitat project's 
over the years and some of them 
include: Filter Strips, Grassed 
Waterways, Farm Ponds, Con­
tour Buffer Strips, Tall Grass and 
Prairie and Wildflow~r 

Plantings, Food Plots, Quail 
Strips, and a Wetland Restora­
tion to name a few. Because of 
Rogers work, wildlife is abu~­
dant on his property. Roger has 
received cost share and technj­
cal assistance from the soil and 
water conservation district to 
help achieve his habitat goals: 
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AND WATER 
CONSERVATION 
POSTER 
CONTEST 

Open to all Iowa School Students 
in Grade,s K through 12 

$1,825 in Prizes 

Sponsored by the 
Auxiliary of the 

Conservation Districts 
of Iowa 

and 
Grinnell Mutual 

Reinsurance Company 



Topic 

"Celebrate Conservation" 

How To Enter 
Contact your local soil and water conservation 
district for entry information and contest deadline. 

Contest A wards 
PRIZES FOR REGIONAL WINNERS-

Division 1 - $35 
Division 2 - $35 
Division 3 - $35 
Division 4 - $35 
Division 5 - $35 

PRIZES FOR STATE WINNERS­
Each Division -

$50, First Place 

. . GRINNELL/KP.TUAL Pnzes provided by RE I N~ u RANcE-coMPANr 

Poster Contest Rules 
1. This contest is open to all students who are 

residents of the state of Iowa. 

Division 1 - grades K and 1 
Division 2 - grades 2 and 3 
Division 3 - grades 4 through 6 
Division 4 - grades 7 through 9 
Division 5 - grades 1 0 through 12 

2. The poster should be 8.5" x 11" up to 
22" X 28". 

3. Each poster will be created and constructed by 
the competing student. 

4. Each poster must have a completed entry form 
attached to the back of the poster. 

5. Posters should remain flat when submitted for 
judging. 

6. The posters will be judged on entry's conservation 
message, visual effectiveness, universal appeal 
and originality. 

7. The state winning posters will be displayed during 
the 2005 Annual Conference for Conservation 
Districts of Iowa. 

8. The five state winning posters will be submitted to 
the national competition with those awards to be 
presented at a convention of the National 
Association of Conservation Districts in 2006. 

DEADLINE: March 25, 2005 - Local entries sent to 
soil and water conservation district 
offices. 



Conservation Districts of Iowa 

Regions-

Soil and Water Conservation 
Poster Contest 

GMRC 2063 11-04 
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Thank You 

for your generous 
contribution to 
Louisa County 

Pheasants Forever. 
This will help Pheasants 

Forever promote 
wildlife habitat in 
Louisa County. 
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Shane Mairet 
21892 - 87th St. 

Columbus Junction, lA 52738 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

152 MAINTENANCE COMPANY 
APO AE 09344 

18 July 2005 

MEMORANDUM FOR NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION SERVICES, 5191SETT AVE, 
WAPELLO, IOWA 52653 

SUBJECT: THANK YOU 

1. Our unit received the care package you sent with all the nice things in it. The variety of things 
included in your gift, helped many soldiers fulfill some of their daily necessities. 

2. The team is doing a great job, even though our mission is not typical of a maintenance company. 
Currently, the majority of us are tasked with protecting coalition forces around Baghdad, Iraq. We 
have approximately seventy soldiers from Iowa in the 152nd Maintenance Company, who are 
detached from the 3655 Maintenance Company from Eagle Grove and Camp Dodge, Iowa. The 
152nd Maintenance Company is made up of soldiers from Iowa, Washington, and Maine. The care 
package you sent was shared equally with the soldiers in our unit. 

3. On behalf of the soldiers of our unit, I would like to thank you for your help and support during this 
difficult time. We have seen a lot of progress since we arrived in April, and hope to see further 
progress as time moves forward. While our military is fighting our enemy abroad to protect the 
homeland, your consistent and continued support plays a key part in helping to defeat these enemies 
of freedom to bring peace and justice to our world. 

4. Thank you again for your help and support. If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to 
contact me at Travis.Stone@US.ARMY.MIL or 011-964-790-241-8766. 

_j__ //IL_ 
Travis~-
1LT, OD 

. \ 
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Tessa Pugh,. left, representing Louisa County Extension, Pete Hall, left, and Rondalyn Weyrick accept a grantfor the 
receives a grant from Louisa County Community Founda- Wapello Park Board from Louisa County Community 
tion Vice-President Jim Everett. Foundation Vice-President Jim Everett. 

Grants total over $47,000 W~ 6(~ JM'\ .. U,_, Oli 

Community Foundation of Louisa 
County holds awards presentation 

WAPELLO- The Commu- puters, $3,000. Bluffs, $3,000. tourism advertising, $3,000. 
nity Foundation of Louisa Columbus Community Louisa County Extension, Morning Sun Betterment, 
County awarded 22 grants to- Schools, nursing course, $1,000. GPS units for Ready to Navigate, Rural Free Delivery Museum 
taling $47,698 at its first Grant Columbus Junction Hispanic $2500. outdoor improvements, $2,6ob. 
Awards Presentation Monday, Cultural Festival, festival im- Louisa County Extension, Wapello Ambulance, meet-
Jan. 23, at the Louisa County provements and marketing, lntercambio- a language learn- ing room/office, $3,000. 
Heritage Center. $1,000. ing project,$1,000. Wapello Elementary, book 

Columbus Junction Swing- Louisa County Extension, shelves, $2,000. 
Grantrecipientsincluded(the . ing Bridge, landscape and tile, fourth- and ~ifth-grade garden Wapello Elementary and Pre-

recipient is listed first, followed $2,600. project, $500. School, playground equipment, 
by the intended use of the grarit Community Founda\ion of Louisa County Fair Board, $2,000. 
and the grant amount): Louisa County, operational horse arena project, $1,300. Wapello Fire and Rescue, 

Civic Society of Columbus support, $3,000. Louisa County Habitat for unit replacement, $2,000. 
Junction, outreach programs, Keck Library, new comput- Humanity, house, $3,000. Wapello High School, art 
$3,000. ers, $3,000. Louisa County Soil and Wa- display case, $1 .098. 

Columbus Community Civic Louisa County Conservation ter, buffer education, $1,100. Wapello Pad· Board, play-
Center Foundation, new com- Board, p\ayground atChinkapin Louisa Development Group, ground equipmeut, $3,000. 



Community .Foundation 
to award first grants · 

WAPELLO- The Commu­
nity Foundation of Louisa 
County will hold its first grant 
awards presentation at 8:30a.m. 
Monday, Jan. 23, at the Louisa 
C~:mnty Heritage Center, 609 
James L. Hodges Ave., Wapello. 

The event is free and open to 
the public. A breakfast will be 
served followed by the presen­
tation of checks to grant awards 
winners . Reservations are re­
quested by Thursday, Jan. 19, 
and can be made by contacting 
the Foundation office at 319-
527-5182 or by e-mailing 
cflc@ louisacomm.net. 

The Community Foundation 
of Louisa County was formed in 
2005 to serve philanthropic 
needs in Louisa County. Activi­
ties include individualized ser­
vice to donors; general endow­
ment building; granting to local 
non~profit organization and 
serving as a resource to those or­
g~nizations in terms of r~search, 
organizational development and 
marketing. 

Community foundations are 
attractive to donors who want to 
leave a lasting legacy' in their 
own communities by contribut­
ing to either specific or broad in­
terests, while receiving maxi­
mum tax advantages. 

The 2005 session of the Iowa 
legislature enacted a· law that 
authorizes that one half of, one 
percent of state gambling pro­
ceeds be distributed to commu­
nity foundations in counties 
without gambling facilities. 
CFLC applied for and was ap­
proved to receive funds for 
Louisa County. The 2005 award 
to counties was $63,601. The 
legislation specifies that twenty­
five percent be placed in an en­
dowment fund and the remain­
der be distributed to projects 
throughout the county. The 
funds can only be distributed to 
organizations with 501(c)3 IRS 
status and government bodies. A 
total of$47,698 will b~ awarded 
on Monday to twenty-two orga­
nizations. 
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. Hunters to celebrate 50th 
wedding anniversary 

Harold and Juanita Hunter of 
Columbus Junction are celebrating 
their 50th Wedding Anniversary, Au­
gust 19th at the American Legion in 
Lone Tree. 

A dinner will be served from 5:00 
P.M. ~ntil 7:00 P.M. with a dance to 
follow. 

The Hunters are the parents of 
Kevin and Peg. Hunter, Karen and · 
John Heiden, Connie and Jeff Howell 
and Colleen and Brian Bean. They 
also have eight grandchildren. 

All friends and family are invited. 
No giftsplease. 



LOng Creek· Watershed update 
The first part ofthis study has 

been focusing on establishing Protection Agency (EPA) is 
base line water quality data. This developing water quality criteria, 
data eventually will become our which should be completed in 
measuring stick, so in the future the near future. Iowa will then be . 
we can measure our progress. So required to adopt EPA criteria. 
far, all the water sampling has Right now there are no national 
been taken at low flow, non-run standards on monitoring water 
off affected conditions due to quality, so test results in the Long 
the mild winter we have had. Creek Watershed are only 
Samplingundertheseconditions guidelines established by EPA. 
can yield extremely low nutrient At this time the stream does not 
levels, creating low reference appear robe exceeding any high 
stream values. To be consistent limits of pesticides, nutrients or 
withotherstreamdata,sampling other conditions. However 
should reflect a variety of stream during this low flow condition, 
flows, both run-off and non-run- where nutrients are going to test 
off conditions. Hopefully, when low, the nitrate levels are testing 
the April rains come the stream a little bit high and bacteria is 
should allow us a chance to test . present. Witl1 additional nitrogen 
in run-off conditions with high fertilizers being applied to farm 
flow. ground this spring; nitrate levels 

The Environmental couldincr~ase,especiallyduring 
-~-- . ~J· :a- ~ . r.... .11!- -... 

a run-off condition. A good 
nutrient management plan is 
critical to help control nitrates 
and phosphates, but may not be 
enough to meet EPA standards 
in the . future. Additional 
conservation practices such as 

no-till farming, building terraces, 
installing sediment basins, 
adding buffer zones or filter strips 
may be needed to help soil 
erosion and filter water. 

The next important phase of 
the project will be individual 
contacts with landowners and 
operators in the watershed, along 
with continuous water 
monitoring during the months of 
April and May. These contacts 
will allow concerned individuals· 
to comment on water quality 
issues and see if anyone has 
conservatio~ P.rOQo.sals for their 

land that will help curb erosion 
and protect the watershed from 
pesticide and nutrient run-off. 

Right now the project is on 
schedule for final documentation 

· back to the state in June of this 
year. The watershed coordinator 
Ed Allworth feels this project 
could bring an opportunity for 
Louisa County landowners to 
receive incentives to be 
environmentally responsible and 
at the same time protect our 
natural resources. The watershed 
committee will have another 
informational meeting later in 
April. Anyone interested in water 
quality is encouraged to come 
and share his or her thoughts and 
ideas. Also, you are welcome to 
stop by the Natural Resources 
Conservation Office in Wap.ello. 

.::- <t::: :.11 !....!' ~ ~- ~ 
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Pheasants Forever 
set ~nual banquet 

1 COLUMBUS JUNCTION­
THe Louisa County Chapter of 
Pheasants Forever will hold its 
annual banquet Saturday, Feb. 
4, at the Circle of Pride Rodeo 
Grounds (next to Thirsty Camel) 
three miles north of Columbus 
Junction on Iowa Highway 70. 
The doors will open at 4:30p.m. 
for viewing of merchandise, 
silent auction and raffles. 

The meal featuring grilled 
pork loins donated and cooked 
by Tyson will be served at 6:15 
p.m. Banquet ticket and mem­
bership is $40. Spouse and 
children age 15 or younger are 
$10. Meal tickets for members · 
from other chapters are $10. The 
proceeds will be used on pheas­
ant and wildlife habitat in Louisa 
County. 

.Prizes include: two 15-ton loads 
of road stone donated by River 
Products delivered free, several 
sponsor guns, Superior Arms 
AR ( .223 Sport Rifle), pellet gun 
for kid's raffle, chain saw, DVD­
TV combo, 20 ga. Wingmaster, 
204 .Cal. Varmint Rifle, Brown­
ing BPS. There will be a 7-week 
old pheasant hunting pup 
donated by Al Muhlenbruck's 
Eagle's Roost Labradors with 
pointing lab blood lines. There 
are several handcrafted wood 
items including a cedar-lined 
walnut chest. 

Obtain advance tickets and 
information at Louisa Vet Clinic 
(319-728-2712) or President 
Dick Grimm (319-726-3011. 

This handcrafted cedar-lined 
walnut chest, donated to Louisa 
County Pheasants Forever by 
Mark Shear, will be available at 
the Feb. 4 Pheasants Forever 

There will be many general 
raffle items. Other events 
include a live auction, silent 
auction, raffles and games. banquet. [ 

J 



Louisa County 

Pheasants Forever 
Annual Banquet 

. Saturday, February 4 
Circle of Pride Rodeo Grounds 

(3 miles north of Columbus Jet. on Hwy 70). 

Doors open at 4:30. Meal begins at 6:15 
Banquet Tickets & membership $40 

Spouses and kids 1 5 or under are $1 0. . 
$10 for meal if you are a member elsewhere. ?\~ 

· i _· Food • Fun ~r;\5 r$J ~ 
• ~i~ve Auction • - Silent~ion 

, • Raffles • Games 
.. I ~ '0~ tt.J • R~ 
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Rural Development 
semin~r slated 

Columbus Junction 
Louisa Development Group 
(LDG) will hold a "Louisa 
County Rural Development 
Seminar" from 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Friday, Jan. 27, at the Civic 
Center, 232 Second St. , Colum­
bus Junction. 

The seminar is directed to 
USDA-NRCS personnel and 
others interested in what's new 
in terms of agriculture, business 
development, and natural re­
S0urces in Louisa County. 

The Session will begin with 
a welcome to the newly com­
pleted Columbus Junction Civic 
Center by Columbus Junction 
Mayor Dan Wilson. 

Seminar topics that will be 
covered include Asoyia, His­
panic Leadership in Agriculture, 

Scenic Byways and Langwood 
Master Plan, Columbus Junction 
Farmers Market, and the SEI 
Buy Fresh Buy Lo<;:al program. 

Featured speakers include 
LDG representatives Vivan 
Jennings, Katie:; Lewis, Julie 
Ohde and Polly Prior. 

A catered lunch will be 
served at noon by La Reyna, fol­
lowed at 1 p.m·. by a tour of the 
New Columbus Junction Civic 
Center/Library. Individuals 
wanting to attend must register 
by Tuesday, Jan. 24. There is a 
$7 registration charge to cover \ 
the meal cost. 

To register for the Seminar or I 
to request further information 
call Mallory Smith at 319-527-
5182 or email her at 
l.oudevgr@ lh uisacomm.net. 



~~~ ... 

Eleanor Stone 

Stone to observe 
80th birthday 

Eleanor Stone of Wapello 
will celebrate her 80th birthday 
on Sept. 1 L Her family is 
hosting an open house in her 

· honor from 1-4 p.m. Sunday, 
Sept. 18, at the Oakville 
Community Building. 

Her sons, Fred, Greg (Linda) 
and Norman (Karren), all of 
Wapello, grandchildren Chris 
Moore of Freeport, Fla., Matt 
Stone of Iowa City, Shawn Duff 
of Atlantic, Travis Stone of West 
Des Moines, Lindsey Stone of 
Forest Lake Minn. and Seth 
Stone of Iowa City, and great­
grandchildren, Anna and Gabe 
Moore and Madison Stone invite 
her friends to help celebrate her 
special birthday. 

No gifts, please. 
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Wapello farmer wins 
conservation award 

Editor's note: The following is from 
an Iowa Farm Bureau Federation news 
release. 

WEST DES MOINES, Iowa­
Eight Iowa farmers, including 
one from Wapello, are being hon­
ored this month for their environ­
mental efforts to protect soil and 
water resources. 

allocated by the state. "Farmers 
are working to protect water 
resources, often without state 
cost-share funds," he said. 

Erosion has been reduced 
statewide to an average of 5.3 
tons per acre per year, down 
from 8.3 tons per acre in 1992 
and 10.2 tons per acre in 1982. 

The farmers will receive "But, there's still work to be 
regional soil conservation done, and it's 
awards at district meetings Online through the 
of the Conservation • Iowa Farm Bureau efforts of 
Districts of Iowa (CD I), Federation: www.i.owafarmbu- farmers, like 
beginning Aug. 21. This is reau.com. this year's 
the 31st year that the Farm regional winners, that we'll con-
Bureau is presenting the awards. tinue to make progress," said 

Eleanor Stone's 211-acre Robinson. 
Wapello farm is this year's winner 
in region 7. Nearly ali of her laRd 
utilizes contour planting with 
waterways; 50 acres are terraced 
and there are 21.6 acres of tree 
plantings, four water diversion 
structures and eight farm ponds. 
Conservation tillage is used to 
plant crops. She also has 57 
acres of pasture and installed 28 
acres of filter strips along 
streams. 

Rick Robinson, Iowa Farm 
Bureau Federation environmental 
policy adviser, said in a news 
release that the demand for funds 
to build terraces, waterways and 
more is nearly twice the amount 

The purpose of the. award is to 
encourage better land use pro­
grams and environmental control 
on Iowa farms. The award is 
sponsored by the Iowa Farm 
Bureau Federation and 
Conservation Districts of Iowa 

The state-wide winner will be 
announced Thursday, Nov. 16, 
during the CDI annual meeting in 
Ames. 

The Iowa Farm Bureau 
Federatio~ bills itself as a gras 
roots, statewide organization 
dedicated to enhancing the p~o­
ple, progress and pride of Iowa 
More than 153,000 families in 
Iowa are Farm Bureau members. 
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Woman earns farmer of the year award 
When it comes to 
conservation, she 
and her family 
leave no Stone 
unturned 

Connie Street 
of the Muscatine Journ-al 

WAPELLO, Iowa-Aproject 
that began in 1946 has reaped a 
great deal of joy for Eleanor 
Stone, and an award to be proud 
of. 

Stone has done her share of 
discing, planting, baling hay and 
conserving the land. And this 
year, Stone was named 2006 Soil 
Conservation Fanner of the Year 
by the Louisa County Soil and 

'Water Conservation Commission 
in recognition of her superior 
effort in helping to conserve 
America's natural resources in 
Louisa County. She received a 
plaque at the Louisa County Fair 
in July. 

The Stone family has installed 
many conservation practices on 
the farm in the Fairport commu­
nity south of Wapello. Some of 
these practices include eight 
farm ponds, 5,000 feet of ter­
races, 19 water and sediment 
control basins, 2.5 acres of 
grassed waterways, 25 acres of 
tree planting and 28 acres of fil­
ter strips. The farm also has 35 
acres of permanent pasture. 
They rotate 12 acres of alfalfa 
and practice no-till farming on 
the remaining crop acres. 
Wildlife is abundant. About 130 
acres of Stone's farm is crop 
land. They also raise a few cows. 

CONNIE STREET/ MUSCATINE JOURNAL 

Eleanor Stone of Wapello stands near one of eight ponds on her farm. The blue container 
behind her is a goose nest. Stone was named 2006 Soil Conservation Farmer of the Year by 
the Louisa County Soil and Water Conservation Commission and was also selected for the 
Region 7 Iowa Soil Conservation Farmer Award. The pond is just one of the conservation prac­
tices used on the Stone farm. 

"This farm is a true show­
place," said Drew DeLang, dis­
trict conservationist with the 
Louisa County Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS), Soil and Water 
Conservation District. 

Stone has seen many changes · 
in farming and conservation 
practices in the last 60 years 
since she and her husband, Fred 
Stone, bought a 211-acre farm. 

"There have been lots of 
changes through the years as you 
learn new concepts and try to do 
what's best," Stone said. "If you 

have it, you've got to take care of 
it." 

When Fred Stone died in 
1973, his third son, Norm Stone, 
took over his farming duties. 

"Everything is done with 
mom'sknowledge and approval," 
he said. 
· According to Norm, who is a 
soil conservation tec;:hnician for 
NRCS, the majority of the con­
servation practices on the farm 
were put in place before his 
dad's death, but several additions 
have been made since then. No­
till farming began in the late 

1970s and tree stands were plant­
ed in the 1980s, he said. 

"We've tried different things 
through the years," Norm Stone 
said. "Many practices have 
changed dramatically. No-till 
farming is so much easier now 
that herbicides such as Roundup 
are available." In years gone by, 
Eleanor remembers having kids 
working in the fields pulling 
weeds by hand. 

Erosion control methods, 
which Eleanor describes as like 
"teaching water to walk," have 

Other winners of Louisa County 
Conservation awards 

• Windbreak/Shelterbelt Owner of 
the Year - Harlan Hayes: 
Hayes planted a windbreak on his 
farm west of Wapello in 1983. The 
windbreak consists of three rows of 
white pine, Norway spruce, and 
arborvitae. Hayes had to use drip irri­
gation to water the new trees the first 
summer. The windbreak provides 

·excellent protection for his fa rmstead 
and to the cattle lots to the south of 
the farmstead . Today the windbreak 
stands 25 feet tall. Hayes frequently 
sees pheasants and quail in and 
around his windbreak. 
• Wildlife Habitat Owner of the Year 
- Wagner Farm Limited Partnership 
Wagner Farm Limited Farm 
Partnership owns about 550 acres 
northwest of Columbus Junction. The 
Wagners have been managing for 
wildlife for the last 15 years. Habitat 
improvement projects include quail 
strips, contour buffers strips, riparian 
forest buffer strips, 19 shallow water 
wetlands, one pond, field windbreaks, 
timber stand improvement, tree plant­
ings, and multiple food plots. Most of 
the habitat acres have been restored 
to native prairie species and the 
Wagner farms are abundant with 
wildlife. 
• Wetland Owner of the Year - AI 
Wiegand 
In 2001, Wiegand enrolled 10 acres 

also changed.· First, terraces, 
then contour farming and more 
recently underground tiling 
direct water runoff to a proper 
destination. 

Eleanor says she is grateful 
for the assistance, such as cost 
sharing, planning and technical 
assistance, that she has received 
from NRCS and other conserva­
tion agencies. 

DeLang pointed out that the 
assistance Stone received is 

into the Conservation Reserve 
Program and constructed a shallow 
water wetland on his farm west of 
Wapello. He liked his first wetland so 
much he decided to enroll another 40 
acres in 2002. These areas have all 
been seeded down to native grasses 
and wildflowers. In most springs, the 
highly visible wetlands are teaming 
with waterfowl , shore birds, pheas­
ants, quail , and deer, to name a few. 
Newly hatched broods of ducks have 
been observed on Wiegand's wet­
lands most springs. Wiegand man­
ages these areas with fire to stimu­
late the native grasses. 
• Woodland Owner of the Year -
Tom Wahl and Kathy Dice 
The Wahl-Dice farm southeast of 
Grandview, named Red Fern Farm, 
has 65 acres of woodland. The cou­
ple wrote their first woodland man­
agement plan in 1989 with the goal 
of. improving wildlife habitat. They 
have done timber stand improvement 
on all woodland acres to remove -
honey locust and other undesirable 
trees. They have also planted 15 
acres of chestnuts, pecans, hickory, 
paw paws, dogwoods, and pines. They 
continue to plant trees each year and 
have never harvested live timber on 
there property. They host field days to 
showcase woodland management 
practices. 

available to any fanner. 
Stone was also selected for 

the Region 7 Iowa Soil 
Conservation Fanner Award. 
There will be a presentation at 
5:30 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 29, at the 
Fall Region 7 Soil and Water 
Conservation Commissioners 
meeting at the Briggs Civic 
Center in Wapello. 

Contact Connie Street at: 319-527-8164 or 

ckcasey@louisacomm.net 
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Conservation Office now accepting 
applications for Environmen.tal 
Quality Incentive Program 

The Louisa County NRCS dffice 
is currently accepting applications for 
the Environmental Quality Incentive 
Program (EQIP). EQIP is a voluntary 
conservation program of the USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation Ser­
vice (NRCS) that promotes agricul­
tural production and environmental 
qual ity. This program is available to 
farmers, and offers financial and tech­
nical assistance to install or imple­
ment structural and management 
practices on eligible agricultural land. 

The EQIP application is based on 
assistance ·and. decisions reached with 
producers during the conservation 
planning process. EQIP ap,plfcations 
are prioritized for funding using na­
tional, s~te and local ranking factors 
as well as identified priority areas for 

the county. Multiple structural and 
management practices may be eli­
gible for cost-share assistance in­
cluding; terraces, grassed water­
ways, water and sediment control 
basins, timber stand improvement, 
tree and shrub· planting, pasture and 
hayland · planting, and prescribed 
grazing systems to name a few. 
Landowners may be eligible for up 
to 50% cost share assistance. 

Ifyou are interested in applying 
for EQIP or would like further in­
formation please contact the Natu­
ral Resources Conservation Service 
at 514 Isett Street in Wapello or call I 
(319) 523-6411. Additional infor­
mation may also be viewed at 
www. ia.nrcs. usda. gov. 



Top- The pond owner showing off a 
couple of largemouth bass, which were 

returned to the water to grow larger. 
Bottom-Roger Gipple on the left, and a 

nephew, on the January ice during a 
fishing trip. They were taking advantage 
of a sunny day, and the shelter belt on 

the north side of the pond. 
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., ...... -.. , .. ~ Creating A Farm 
Pond Shelter Belt 

nting For All 
he Right easons 

Story & Photos by Richard W. Peterson 

Farm ponds and fish seem like they simply 
just go together. In most cases, that's 

what building a pond is about. With years 
of fishing being the primary goal for many 
landowners, that certainly doesn't exclude other 
reasons to build a wet spot on your land. While 
planning to build a pond, it may be time for 
some potential pond owners to start "hunting" 
for reasons other than fish. For one thoughtful 
Midwest farmer with visions of fishing dancing 
through his goals, the areas surrounding his 
pond deserved careful attention. That's where 
"Hunting For All The Right Reasons," came 
into play in his planning stages. 

Roger Gipple, an Iowa farmer, is an avid 
outdoorsman and hunter, and one of his favorites 
is ringneck pheasant. So, along with creating a 
good fish pond, Gipple wanted to create an 
active shelter belt and living watershed. While 
the ponds are designed to be nice fisheries , the 
emphasis expanded well above the water line. 
Gipple decided the areas around and above the 
dam should be thoughtfully designed as good 
habitat for pheasants, bobwhite quail, and for 
resting and bedding spots for whitetail deer. 
By combining the habitat idea with the right 
surroundings, he was not only able to create 
a wildlife friendly environment, he was also 
able to create a clear-water friendly pond with 
minimal siltation. 

He tells the story. "My first pond, in 1989, 
was carved on the first farm that I actually 
owned." Although be farmed for years on a 
rental basis, the opportunity came to buy a nice, 
fertile piece of ground a couple of years earlier 
from his Dad. This historic tract of farmland 
was purchased in the year that the ground 
became a Century Farm. This piece of land 
had been in the Gipple family for 100 years. "I 

always wanted a pond, and could get one-half 
cost-share for building it," he continued. "It was 
also a good location for a pond. I went to the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service office 
in the spring, and we pored over topo maps and 
aerial photos, then they drew up plans for a one 
acre pond. Within a few weeks the plan was 
approved, and a dozer was working, pushing 
ditt. This was a great year for building a pond, 
because we had eleven inches of rain in August, 
and it was filled before winter." 

The immediate area around the north side 
of the pond basically grew up in foxtail and 
bluegrass, with a well planted watershed coming 
in through a mildly slope-sided and downhill 
draw 60 yards wide and 450 yards long, to the 
beginning of the pond. It was another 150 yards 
from this point to the dam. Places where water 
would have the fastest runoff were planted 
in oats for a cover crop to let other seeds get 
started. There was one terrace above the pond 
and one on the south side of the pond. 

"After it was well established in 1992, I 
decided to put in some trees on the north side of 
the watershed and pond to create a windbreak 
for ice fishing in winter, good winter habitat for 
pheasants, and some nesting areas for spring 
and summer nesting," Roger explained. 

Trees and shrubs he selected were mostly 
red and white pine and cedar for year round 
foliage, along with a few pinoaks and mountain 
ash. He also put in a smaller assortment of 
Nanking cherr-y, red-osier dogwood and juniper 
for berries to attract birds and provide feed in 
winter. The area planted with these trees and 
slnubs is a belt 10 to 15 yards wide from the 
nmth side of the dam, along the pond, and 
500 yards to the west, ending about 150 yards 
from the westward beginning of watershed 
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vegetation. 
"In the spring, I got about 1500 small 

seedlings from the state nursery and rounded 
up several family members on a weekend for 
a planting party. Those small seedlings were 
planted by making a slit in the ground with a 
spade, and gently dropping the plant in. At the 
time my thoughts were that it will be nice to see 
what it will look like in 10 to 20 years, and now 
that is corning true." 

He did not need to water his seedling 
trees that particular summer since it was 
exceptionally wet, and a majority of the trees 
made it. "I actually planted the bare-root trees 
in rows, with each seedling about 5 to 6 feet 
apart, even though the recommended spaces 
were 10 to 15 feet. I figured many would not 
survive. Actually a lot did, and now I need to 
thin them because they are crowding each other 
in some places. I should have done the thinning 
after 4 or 5 years, but I just couldn't see cutting 
down those 4 and 5 foot trees." Since original 
trees were planted in rows among some 
bluegrass, he did mow between the rows the 
first 2 years, although he isn't sure at this time 
that it was needed. 

"I will be cutting some of the most crowded 
spots, and use the limbs to make brush piles 
above the pond in the watershed for wildlife 
cover," he noted. "I will also put some of them 
on the ice this winter for fish habitat in this pond 
and in the two new ones I have put in during 
the last 6 years." He also plans to cut some 
volunteer trees such as the many mulbeny trees 
that have sprung up, and add them to the brush 
piles. Gipple also feels that the next time he 
makes a mass tree planting he will plant them 
10 to 15 feet apart as was recommended the first 
time, and then replace those that don't make it 
after the first couple of years. 

Although there are some trees that need to 
come out due to over planting, this has proved 
to be an unplanned advantage for him since he 
has put in two more ponds. "I plan to bring in a 
tree spade to move some of the 10 to 15 foot tall 
trees to sunound the new ponds." A little of this 
has already been done during the past summer. 

As to size of trees to plant, Gipple has 
his theory for the original planting for fast 
growth and still have trees that will be around 
for awhile. "When I was planting the original 
trees in 1992, a local feed and grain dealer 
with an Agronomy degree from Iowa State 
University and experience with the U.S . Forest 
Service gave me some advice. He said that if 
you want a big tree fast, a small seedling will 
reach the same height in 15 years that a 4 or 5 
foot transplanted tree will make. He explained 
the small seedlings only have to set up their 
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Top-Bobwhite quail taking advantage of a shelter tree, while weathering a snow storm 
during an Iowa winter. Bottom-Roger Gipple and family members planting the shelter 

belt trees in 1992, two years after the pond was completed. 

root structure once, while larger transplants 
will have to kind of re-tool their root system, 
and this will take some extra time to get them 
growing in the new spot. Also, larger trees need 
regular watering during summer months." 

Although Gipple did not water his original 
seedlings due to plentiful rain that summer, he 
did water some of the transplanted 5 or 6 foot 
trees during last summer's dry spells. "I have 
a 25 gallon spray tank on my ATV, and would 
fill it up and take a load out several evenings a 
week and water the transplants. I would not get 
them all each day, but they would all get some 
water each week. And, there were not near 
the numbers to water as in the initial seedling 
plantings." 

As to achieving his goals of a fishing spot for 
both summer and winter with premier upland 
bird habitat, a trip to Roger Gipple's first pond 
in the spring and summer can produce plentiful 
bluegills, healthy channel cat, and nice-sized 
largemouth bass. And listening to the rooster 
pheasants crowing throughout the area and 
strutting their stuff on the dam, or hearing the 
whistle of the bobwhite quail is much more 
than "value-added." It helps prove his points 
of "Creating A Farm Pond Shelter Belt, and his 
"Hunting For All The Right Reasons." 

Richard Peterson is a free-lance outdoor writer 
from Iowa. 
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~ Time to apply for EnvirOnmental 
Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) 

WAPELLO - The Louisa 
County U.S.D.A. Natural Re­
sources Conservation Service 
(~RCS) office is accepting 
applications for the Environ­
mental Quality Incentive 
Program (EQIP). 

EQIP 'is a voluntary conser­
vation program of the that pro­
motes agricultural production 
and environmenta.l quality. This 
program is available to farmers, 
and offers financial and techni­
cal assistance to install or imple­
ment structural and management 
practices on eligible agricultural 
land. 
· The EQIP application is 
based on assistance and 
decisions reached with produc­
ers during the conservation · 
planning process. EQIP applica­
tions are prioritized for funding 

·using national, state and local 
ranking factors as well as 
identified priority areas for the 
county. 

Multiple structural and man­
agement practices may be eli­
gible for cost-share assistance 
including; terraces, grassed 
waterways, water and sediment 
control basins, timber stand 
improvement, tree and shrub 
planting, pasture and hayland 
planting, and prescribed grazing . 
systems to name a few. Land­
owners ma_y be eligible for up to 
50% cost share assistance. 

To aply for EQIP or for fur­
ther information contact NRCS 
at 514 Isett St. , Wapello or call 
(319) 523-6411. 
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about conservation this fall 
As crops are .harvested this fall, 

producers are encouraged to think 
about conservation on their Highly 
Erodible Land. Heavy rains through­
out the growing season may have 
caused areas of erosion in crop fields, 
but producers should check with their 
local Natural Resources Conservation 
Service before doing any tillage to 
repair the problems. 

Producers found to not have 
enough crop residue or washed out 
areas are risking losing benefits from 
all USDA programs. These programs 
include, but are not limited to: Com­
modity Credit Corporation· Storage 

Payments, Conservation Reserve Pro­
gram (CRP), Direct and Counter-Cy­
clical Program (DCP), Loan Defi­
ciency Program (LOP), Price Support 
Loans. 

As farm operations and technolo­
gies change, it's a good idea to keep 
conservation plans updated as well. 
Please stop in your local NRCS of­
fice to make sure you're doing what 
it takes to remain eligible for USDA 
program payments. Call the Des 
Moines County office at 319-753-
6221 or the Louisa County office at 
319-523-6411 to set up an appoint­
ment. 



Is it Dirt or is it Soil? 
By Bret Carlson 
Columbus FF A Reporter 

The Columbus FF A Chapter took 
part in the annual sub-district soils 
judging contest on September 26. 
The contest was held in a cornfield 
along Highway 61, 5 miles south of 
Wapello, Iowa. 
. The FF A members that took part 

in the activities included Javier 
Rendon, Elyssa McFarland, Alissa 
Conaway, Alex Edwards, Austie 
Hollenbeck, Jared Todd, Seth 
Todd, Ashley Davis, Rachel Pierce, 
Chelsey Smith, Ruger Dean, Zach 
Gerot, Brady Milder, and Bret 
Carlson 

The students left the Columbus 
High School at 8:30 and had their 
first practice pit at 9:30. (The 
practice pit gives them the chance 
to see how the pits that they are 
going to be judging were judged, so 
they had a better chance at getting 
more questions right.) Following 
the practice pit, they judged three 
pits. 

After lunch was the soils test. 
Then to wrap up the day's 
activities, the soil scientists went 
over the correct answers for each 
pit and explained their reasons. 

The FF A members had to judge 
the soil in the field by going into 
previously dug pits and looking at 
the soil's profile. The pits were . 
about 4 feet deep and had flat sides; 
this way the soils' profiles were 
more easily identifiable. The 
purpose for soils ju~ging is to make 
determinations on what the land is 

capable of being used for and any 
limitations that there might be. In 
addition, students have to 
determine if there are agricultural 
practices that can be done to 
overcome these limitations and 
whether or not the soil could be 
used for houses with basements, 
septic tanks, or even as a source of 
.topsoil. 

"I had a good time at sub districts 
examining the soil and answering 
questions about it. I learned more 
about soil and found out that 
there ' s more to so il than just dirt. I 
enjoyed getting my hands dirty and 
getting involved. I had a great time 
and hope to do it next. year!" stated 
Ashley Davis. 

The four best scorers from sub­
distric.ts from Columbus move on 
to djstricts, held at Muscatine 
Community Colle~e. Elyssa 
McFarland finished 41 overall; Bret 
Carlson finished 1Oth overalL 
There were 128 participants and 32 
teams. The team of Elyssa 
McFarland, Bret Carlson, Alex 
Edwards, and Alissa Conaway 
finished 3 rd overall in team 
standings. The freshman girls' team 
finished 161

h overall. The two other 
teams placed 21 51 and 251

h. The 
District team composed of the best 
4 finishers will be Elyssa 
McFarland, Bret Carlson, Seth 
Todd, and Alex Edwards. They will 
compete in district contest 
Tuesday, October 211

d: 



, Janet Williams receives Conservation Award 
Louisa County Soil & Water Con­

servation. District Secretary, Janet 
Williams, recently received an award 
for her outstanding contribution to 
Soil and Water Conservation in 
Louisa County for 2007. The award 
was given by the Iowa Department 
of Agriculture and Land Steward­
ship. Janet has been the District Sec­
retary since 1987. Chances are if you 
have installed conservation practices 
on your farm since then she has 
helped process your cost share pa­
perwork. Thanks Janet for all your 
hard work. 

Pictured left to right: Paul Valin, 
· Field Rep. for the, division of Soil 
Conservation, Janet Williams, Dis­
trict Secretary, Drew DeLang, Dis­
trict Conservationist. 



Welco~ne 

Soil It Water Consenation District 
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Conservation District is offering trees and shrubs for sale for planting I 
this spring. Profits go {or conservation education and promotion in 
Louisa County. 

Bare root tree seedlings available include: shellbark hickory, pin 
oak, bur oak and white swamp oak. Conifers include white pine, red 

1
' cedar and concolor fu. Shrubs include common ninebark, american 

cranberry, red osier dogwood, nanking cherry, hazelnut, common lilac 
and American plum. They are sold in bundles of 10, except for the 
white pines, which are sold individually for $6. Prices for bundles 
range from $20 for 10 lilacs to $25 for 10 bur oaks. 

The district is offering bare-rooted Chinese chestnut trees for $6 
each for two or more. Native grass and forb seeds are also available. 

Orders will be taken until Wednesday, Feb. 28. Trees will arriv~ in t 
April. For more information or to order trees, call 319-523-6411, e-maJ · 
Janet atjanet.williarns@ianacdnet.net or stop by its office at 514 Isett 

St., Wapello. J11tt§C . Stt~~'t\dl-\' I 
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WAPELLO, Iowa-The 
Louisa County Soil and Water 
Conservation District is offering 
trees and shrubs for sale for 
planting this spring. Profits go for 
conservation education and pro­
motion in Louisa County. 

Bare root tree seedlings avail­
able include: shellbark hickory, 
pin oak, bur oak and white 
swamp oak. Conifers include 
white pine, red cedar and concol­
or fir. Shrubs include common 
ninebark, american cranberry, 
red osier dogwood, nanking cher­
ry, hazelnut, common lilac and 
American plum. 

They are sold in bURdles of 10, 
except for the white pines, which 
are sold ·individually for $6. 
Prices for bundles range from 
$20 for 10 lilacs to $25 for 10 bur 
oaks. 

The district is offering high 
quality, bare-rooted Chinese 
,chestnut trees for $6 each for two 
or more. Native grass and forb · 
seeds are also available. 

Four-foot tall tree shelters are 
available for young trees at $3.50 
each; stakes for attaching to the 
shelters are $2.25 each and three-

! 
foot square tree mats with small 
stakes are $1.50 each. . 

Orders will be taken until 
Wednesday, Feb. 28. Trees will 
arrive in April. For more informa-
tion or to order trees, call 319-
523-6411, e-mail Janet at 
janet. williams@ianacdnet.net or 

1/18/eJ 
stop by its office at 514 Isett 
Wapello. 

Mentors needed 
for shadow day 

MUSCATINE, Iowa- Junior 
Achievement (JA) needs about 
250 local business people to 
serve as mentors on Thursday, 
Feb. 22, as part of The Sedona 
Group, JA Job Shadow Day. The 
event is to encourage volunteer 
mentors to accept a student 
"shadow" at their place of busi­
ness. 

Mentors show students what 
their jobs are like and how skills 
learned in school can be put into 
action. JA plans to involve 490 

. · eighth-grade students from 
Central Middle School, Louisa­
Muscatine Junior/Senior High 
School and West Middle School. 

JA invites employees at busi­
nesses in Muscatine and Louisa 
counties to volunteer their time 
for the day. Being a host involves 
allowing two students to spend 
time shadowing an employee's 
workday. 

Students will arrive at about 
9:30 am., spend the day with 
their host and then depart the 
workplace between 1:15 and 1:30. 

To host students at your work­
place, contact Betsy Justis at 
Junior Achievement, 309-736-
1630, ext. 117. or by e-mail at 
bjustis@jaheartland.org. 

JA Job Sha.Q.ow Day is a part 
of a national initiative in coopera­
tion with America's Promise and 
the Department of Labor. 
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Students participate in the Sub District So~l Judging contest held near Newport Junc­
tion on Sept. 26. 

Sub District Soil Judging 
contest ·held in Louisa County 

On September 26, 2007 the 
Sub District Soil Ju?ging 
contest was held in Louisa 
County. The Louisa County Soil 
& Water Con~ervation District 
sponsored the contest. This 
year there were seven area 
schools represented (Wapello, 
Mediapolis, Columbus Junction, 

Lone Tree, Ft. Madison, Central 
Lee, and Davis County) with 
142 FFA\Students participating. 

Mark LaVan, NRCS Soil 
Scientist, officialt"y judged the · 
pits. Louisa NRCS and SWCD 
employees, Norm Stone, Duane 
Lewis, Chris Bradley and Janet 

Williams helped organize the 
event along with Irv Meier, 
Wapello FFA teacher. 

The contest was held on the 
Gabeline Farm, just north of 
New Port Junction. Glen Ball I 
Bulldozing donated his time to 
excavate the pits for the contest. 

. I 
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Thank You 

for your generous 
contribution to 
Louisa County 

Pheasants Forever. 
This will help Pheasants 

Forever promote 
wildlife habitat in 
Louisa County. 



'/--Windbreak Award- Craig & Sheila Helmick 

Craig & Sheila own 230 acres located approx 4 miles SW of 
Columbus City. Around there farm stead they planted a 
Windbreak in 1986. This is a 4 row windbreak consisting of a 
row of Arb~ita~White Pine, Colorado Blue Spruce and 
Norway Spruce. This windbreak is fully established and looks 
great. Craig & Sheila have noticef a huge difference .in the 
amount of snow drifting that no longer occurs in ~e yard & 
driveway. They have also noticed an inc rea~~... !~"_wildlife 
abundance in and around the windbreak. ~ windbreak 
looks great. Congratulations! 

~ Wildlife Award- Geneva Peterson Family 

Geneva owns approx. 350 acres located 3 mile NE of Wapello. 
On there farm they have constructed 8 farm ponds, 1 wetland, 
---- acres of native grass plantings, 42 acres of tree planting, 
food plots, ....... . 



I-Woodland Award- Dan & Sue Vogeler 

Dan & Sue's farm is located 5 miles West Columbus Jet. They 
own 115 acres along Long Creek. They have enrolled there 
cropland into the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and 
are working hard to manage there woodlands for wildlife. Dan 
& Sue are always adding more tree plantings to the property. 
Presently they have done 15 acres of tree/shrub planting, 5 
acres of Timber Stand Improvement, 40 acres of native grass 
and wildflower plantings, and they have done edge feathering 
to promote quail habitat. They also have 8 acres of wetland 
restoration on the farm. Thanks for your hard work. 

Conservation Farmer Award- Roger & Marianne Hunt 
Family (Suntree Farm) 

Roger & Marianne own approx. 220 acres located 4 miles East 
of Columbus Jet. All crops planted on this farm have been no­
tilled since the late 1980's. Some of the conservation practice 
that they have installed on there farm are: Farmstead 
Windbreak, Field Windbreaks, grassed waterways, terraces, 1 
farm pond, 5 constructed wetlands, 20 acres of native grass & 
wildflower plantings, a prescribed grazing system with 10 
paddocks, filter strips, 20 acres of tree plantings and 12 acres 
of Timber Stand Improvement. They are good stewards of the 
land. Thanks for all your hard work. 



----
2008 Award Recipients 

Conservation Farmer of the Year Roger and Marianne Hunt 
Roger Hunt (Marianne) 15868 0 Ave, Columbus Jet, lA ,52738 
Phone 319-728-7323 

Wetland Owner of the Year Daryl and Pamela Hartsock 
Daryl Hartsock (Pam) 19382 1 05th St., Columbus Jet, lA 52738 
Phone 319-523-6534 

Windbreak Owner of the Year Craig and Sheila Helmick 
Craig Helmick (Sheila) 11737 Wave., Columbus Jet, lA 52738 
319-728-2052 

!JJ ,· 1c1 J; re 
Habitat Owner of the Year Geneva Peterson and Family 
Geneva Peterson 
Kermit Peterson 12586 105th St. Wapello, lA 52653 
319-523-3446 

Woodland Owner of the Year Dan and Sue Vogeler 
Dan Vogeler 27675 140th St., Columbus Jet, lA 52738 
319-728-3030 ' 







.Community Foundation awards 
grants totalinf! $58.200 

Community Foundation representatives Ken Purdy, left, Nancy McGill and Rondalyn Weyrick present a symbolic 
check to Wapello City Councilman Kevin Hardin for park improvements. 

The Community Foundation City of Wapello Parks, park LawnchairTheatre, projector, 
of Louisa County held its annual improvements, $1500. $1000. 
awards breakfast on Monday, Civic Society of Columbus Louisa County Conservation 
January 14, at the Louisa Heri- Junction, multicultural outreach, Board, Flaming Prai~ie play~ 
tage Center. $1500. ground makeover, $2000. 

The foundatiion awarded . Columbus Community Se- Louisa County Conservation 
$58,200 in grants to local com- nior Center, roof, $3000. Board, tree planting, inventory 
munities and organiz~tions this Community Foundation of and education, $1000. 
year. Louisa County, operational sup- · Louisa Development Group, 

This year marks the third year port, $3000. ' Naturally Louisa County tour 
the foundation has madegrant Friends of Keck Memorial guide, $2500. 
awards. Thirty-three grants were Library, new books, $1000. Louisa Development Group, 
approved this year, with grants Girls Scouts of Shining Trail, Shop Louisa billboard, $2000. 
ranging in size from $500 to safety first program, $1500. Letts Community Park, park 
$3000. Habitat for Humanity, house improvements, $1500. 

Grants that were approved by #11, $3000. Letts Library, computer up-
the Community Foundation of Hispanic Cultural Festival, grades, $2000. 
Louisa County. included (grant $1800. . Letts Library and Commu­
recipient listed, followed by ISU Extension,. immersion . nity Center ~ommittee, new Ii­
grant project and amount of weekends; $1500. brary and community center, 
grant): lzaak Walton League, new $3000. 

City of Columbus City, gen- clubhouse, $1500. Louisa County Fair Board, 
erator, $3000. Keck Memorial Library, digi- Louisa County horse facility, 

City of Columbus Junction, tal multimediaprojector, $1000. $1500. 
Civic Center landscaping, Keck Players, electronic key- Lo'uisa County Historical 
$1000. board, $1500. 

Society, childrens' puppet the- . 
atre workshop, $1000. 

Morning Sun Decelopment 
Corp., Morning Sun Community 
Center, $3000. 

Roundy Elementary School, · 
after-school program, $1800. 

Storks Nest of Louisa 
County, weekly support group· 
program, $2000. 

Soil and Water Conservation 
District, water quality improve- ' 
ment education, $1000. 

Wapello Ambulance Service, 
audio/visual equipment, $1000. 

Wapello Community Club, 
sound system, $850. 

Wapello Fire and Rescue, res:.; 
cue airbag system upgrade, 
$2000. 

Wapello Trees Forever, trees 
for park playground area/land~ 
scaping, $500. 

Wapello United Methodist 
Church, ESL program, $2750. 





Conservation Poster Winners 

Pictured above are the winners in the Louisa Soil and Water Conservation 
District Poster Contest for 2008. Sydney Stephens and Drucilla Stephens 
entered the l-ouisa Soil and Water Conservation District's 2008. Poster Con­
test. Their posters were chosen to be sent t6 the Conservation Districts of 
Iowa Regional Poster Contest competition. Sydney and Drucilla are the daugh­
ters of Cheryle and Lynn Stephens of rural Columbus Junction. 





CERTIFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT 
This certifies that 

Dakota Hoben 

. was awarded first place 
in the 2008 

Conservation Districts of Iowa 
Scholarship Program 

Ri Juche s, CD! President 

co 



Hoben wins statewide Soil 
and Water scholarship 
WAPELLO - The Louisa 

County Soil and Water Conser,. 
vation District is pleased to 
announce that Dakota Hoben of 
Wapello, Iowa was selected as 
winner of the Conservation 
District of Iowa's 2008 Schol­
arship Program. Winners are 
selected from applicants across . 
the state. The scholarship is 
awarded to students pursuing 
further education in fields of 
agriculture or natural resources. 
Selection is based on demon­
strated ieadership, academic 
achievement, and need. 

The son of Bryan and Jill 
Hoben, Dakota grew up on a 
production farm where he had a 
variety of experiences from 
planting chestnut orchards and 
windbreaks to working to 
improve their cow/calf opera­
tion. Becoming involved in 4-H · 
and FFA spurred his interests in 
having his own cow/calf 
operation at an early age. Hoben 
is ·the current Louisa-Muscatine 
FFA Chapter Pr~sident as well 
as Southeast District South Vice 
President.Working with others 
to promote agriculture. and 
develop policy has be.en an ex­
hilarating experience for him. 
He is involved in numerous 

· other extra curricular programs 
at · Louisa-Muscatine Com­
munity School District. Hoben 
plans to combine his interest of 
leadership, public service and 
agriculture and attend Iowa State 
University double majoring 
in political service . an~. 

agribusiness. 

Hoben was also selected as 
winner of the Louisa County 
Soil and Water Conservation 
District's $300 scholarship 
which put him into the competi­
tion for the statewide award of 
$1800. Funding for the local 
scholarship and other education 
projects is made possibl·e 
through trees sales by the soil 
and water conservation district. 

Conservation Districts of 
Iowa is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to helping the 100 
local Soil and Water' Conserva­
tion Districts provide assistance 
and educational programs for the 
protection of our soil, water and 
other natural resources. For 
further info-rmation on the schol­
arship awards or other informa­
tion visit www.cdiowa.om. 



Hoben wins two 
scholarships 
Iowa Soybean 
Association 

. ! 
URBANDALE, Iowa- The 

Iowa Soybean Association has 
announced Dakota Hoben of 
Wapello as one of this year's 
winners of the ISA Ag 

cholarship 
Program. 
There will be 
$2,000 s_chol­
arships 
awarded to 
10 Iowabigh 
school sen­
iors who are 
pursuing a Hoben 

degree in an agriculture-relat­
ed field. 

The award is based on 
scholastic achievement, com­
munity leadership, as well as 
other achievements and inter- . 
ests. 

Hoben is the son of Bryan 
and Jill Hoben. He is a senior 
at Louisa-Muscatine High 
School and plans a double 
major in ag business and politi-. -



Winners are selected froln 
applicants across the stat.!' f 
The scholarship is awarded '

1 
o 

students pursuing further ~tlu­
cation in fields of agriculture 
or natural resources. Selection 
.is based on demonstrated lead­
e~hip, academic achievement, 
and need. 

He is the Louisa-Muscatine 
FFA Chapter president as well 
as Southeast District South 
vice president. 



Class of 2008 
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A look at the Louisa 
County Flood of 2008 

The Wapello Republican received dozens of photos of the flooding in Louisa 
County. We would like to share some of those photos with our readers 

Thank~ to all 
who emailed 
us photo~ of 
the fl ooding 

Send your news items by e-mail to 
in Loui ~a 
County lpc@louisacomm.net 

Be sul'l' to !nch,dt' IL•IDl' o(thl' OC\\:>papcr and datt• you would llkl' ll to 
a ppear as well as your namt' .1nd daytime phone number. 

Louisa County 

WAPELLO COMMUNITY SCHOOL 2007-2008 

JUNE 

26 JVN Softball vs Mediapolis 6:00. JH Baseball & Softball @ L & M 5'30 
27 • JVN Softball @ IMS 6:00 V DH Baseball vs Mediapolis 5:30; 

H Baseball & Softball @ Lone Tree 5:30 
28 • V Softball @ Solon Tourney· TBA 

30 • JVN Softball @ H1ghland 5:30; JV DH Baseball @ Highland 5·30; 
JH Baseball & Softball vs Pekm 5:30 

JULY 

1 VDH Baseball vs Columbus 5:30, JH Baseball & Softball @ Mediapolis 5 30 
3 • JV DH Baseball @ L&M 5:30; 2A Softball 01slncts. ----------1 5- Var Baseball Class 2A DJslnct12@ LM vs Med1apohs 5:00; 2A Softball Drstncts. 

This Space For 
Rent 

Call 523-4631 

8 • Vc:.r. Baseball Class 2A DJslncl 12 @ LM, 
WapelloiMepo w1nner vs. Columbus/LM w1nner 7:00 

8, 9, 10- 2A Softball Reg1onals 
12 • Var Baseball Class 2A D•stnct12@ West Burlmglon 7 00 
15- Class 2A Baseball Sub State. 
15-19 - 2A Baseball State 

--------~ 21 , 24 26- Class 2A Baseball Slate. 

Wapello 
Fabrications 
Custom truck and boat covers 

Downtown Wapello 
523·8371 

Wapello 
I NURSING & 
I REHAB CENTER 
' Hwy 61, Wapello 
. 523-2001 

Ul Family Care 
Wapello 

21e N. 2nd, Street 
\.1-F 8·5 319'·523·8205 

Hwy92 West, 
Columbus Jet., Ia 

LOUISA-MUSCATINE COMMUNITY SCHOOL 2007-2008 

JUNE 

26 • JH Basebdll & Softbali vs Wapello 5:30; VN Baseball @ IMS 5:30, JVN Softball @ IMS 
6:00 

27 • JV/JV Baseball vs IMS 5:30 VN Softball vs Ml Pleasant 6:00 

28 • V Baseball @ Keokuk Tourney 12:00; V Softball @ M1d-Pra1rie Tourney 12 00 
30 JH Baseball & Softball @ WACO 5.30; JV/JV Baseball @ WACO 5:30; 

JVN Softball vs WACO 6:00 
JU LV 

1 V DH Baseball @ Lone Tree 5:30; JH Baseball & Softball vs Lone Tree 5:30 
3 • JV DH Baseball vs Wapello 5:30. 

COLUMBUS COMMUNITY SCHOOL 2007-2008 

JUNE 

26 • JVN Baseball vs Oanv1lle 5:30; FSN Softball @ WACO 6 00 
27 • VN Baseball vs WACO 5:30 
28 • JVN Baseball @ IC Reg1na 5:30 

30 JV/JV Baseball v~ Lone Tree 5:30· FSN Softball vs Lone Tree 6 00 
JULY 

1 • VN Baseball @ Wapello 5:30 

3 · JVIJV Baseball vs Mediapolis 5:30, Var Oistnct Softball @ TBA 
7 • Baseball 01stncts • TBA 
18 • Baseball Substate 
24-26 • Baseball State 

July 5, 8, 12-Class 2A Baseball District 
July 15 ·Class 2A Baseball Sub State 
July 23, 24, 26 • Class 2A Baseball State 

July 3, 5 -2A Softball Districts 
July8,9, 10·2ASoftbaiiReglonals 
July 15-19- 2A Softball State 

Flooded areas pose 
risk of injury 

-

Special precautions 
urged during recovery 
and clean-up 

DES MOINES - Among the 
many health nsks associated 
"1th flood mg. personal InJury 1s 
the most common ru' Io"'ans 
prepare to re-enter homes and 
begm recovery and clean up 
efforts, pubhc health officials are 
urging caution to avo1d per~nal 
lnJUI) 

"In the wake of the recent 
lloodmg across lhe Mate, It's 
under,tandable that Iowans are 

Questions about your subscription 
or change of address to the Wapello 

Republican?? 
You can now e-mail your questions to Donna at 

lpcsubs@ louisaco~m.net 

anx1ous about the1r personal 
property," sa1d Iowa Department 
of Public Health Director, Tom 
Newton " It IS of the utmost 
1mportance. however, that 
Iowans take every poss1ble 
precaution to protect the1r most 
precious possession-the health 
and safety of themselves and 
the1r fam1ly ' 

Iowans can prevent personal 
InJUry in r.everal ways: 

• Keep children and pets 
a"'ay from affected areas. 

• Never enter floodwaters 
where po"'er hnes are down 

• Step carefully to avo1d falls 
and wear protective gear. mclud­
mg eye protection 

• Make cenam the electnclty 
1s off before checking electncal 
cncults and equtpment or when 
checkmg a flooded basement 
Do not turn on any fights or 
appliance\ 

• Be aware of potential 
chem1cal huards in flood 
waters. 

• Gas powered generators. 
po"'er washers, and other equip­
ment can cause carbon monox­
Ide po1sonmg. Use th1s equip­
ment outs1de, m a, "'ell-venti­
lated area only NEVER run a 
generator. pressure washer or 
any gasohne-powered eng-~ne 
1nside a basement, garage or 
other enclosed structure. even 1f 
the door.. or "''"dows are open. 

• Apply first :ud 1mmediately 
to cuts and scrapes Wash the 
affected area and your hands 
with the clea~t water av:utable 
and wtth soap for at least 20 
seconds If soap and water aren't 
available, use alcohol-based 
hand gels 

For mformatlon about flood· 
related health 1ssues. VISit 
www tdph.state.la us and look 
under "Top1cs of Interest" for 
flood mformauon 

### 

Oversize permit 
iss11ance 
suspended in 
eastern Iowan 

ANKENY. Iowa - June 12. 
:!008 - Due to the w1despread 
floodmg '" eastern Iowa, 
the Iowa Department of 
Tran~portat1on's (Iowa DOT) 
Office of Motor Carner Ser\lces 
has suspended ISSUtng OVCrsiZC 
perrntt~ that would involve 
routtng east of Interstate 35 tn 
Iowa from the Mtnnesota to the 
M1ssouri Mate lines Any trud.er 
hauhng an over d1mens1on load 
on a prev1ously 1s:.ued perm1t for 
th1s area will be asl..ed to pari.. 
the load 1n a ~are locatton unnl 
the \ltuat1on eases 

The mo\e IS tn accordance 
\\ tth Iowa Code, Chapter 
J21E.I. 

The states of Minnesota. 
llhnol\, W1sconsm Jnd M1!>SOUn 
have been adv1sed of th1s re­
~tnctton With the torecast of an 
additional three to five mches of 
ram in the already-flooded area, 
the restnctton 1s expected to be 
m place mto next week. 

The Iowa DOT understand~ 
thl\ restrictiOn will cause an 
tnconventence, and will begin 
tssumg permits as soon as 
poss1ble Please check the 
Oft 1ce of Motor Carner 
Scrv1ce>' Web site at. 
http://w'\ w 1amvd com/omcs/ 

mdex hun 
<http.//w,\w 1amvd c:om/omcs/ 

mdex.htm> 
for updates 
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News deadline is 
Noon Tuesdays 

State Treasurer Michael L. Fitzgerald's 

GREAT IOWA TREASURE HUNT 
Elo:h )tM molhom of doll on on omo:liumcd m011<y uoroponcd Ia rhc Ollie< of rl>< Tr<~>urcr of SI.U< All 

name- holed ;ue from the la>l r<ponon8 pcnu<h onJ ..rc repon"'J '" b<tng O\\cd $'()or more. Uncl•omcd 
(lfOJlCR) Ctr1 b< l<"llollen >a\tnp ur diC<l ing .Krotlnh. uoohl) refun<h ut dcphoh, un.."U>hcd hencfil <h<o. k, lo.l 
JoeL and ab.!ndon<d .. rc dcpo> ol bo1 conlents If )out rum< 11lt ted or you ore W1 het11o ont of the rumn 
1>1«1 log oo lo our "ebsott to pnol )out claim fonn IOd.sy ot fiU out the coupon helo-. and m..tlo lhe 

Trea.ura's Office Yoo -.ill be 1 1tr flftM a• op 

COtumbut City 
On:z C.,.,.. 807 I.Voerry 51 
Colurr.but J unc11on 
CIIOV Nancy, 17889 l 451n 51 
011 0001 Ce"o 807 H'Oh Sl 
UlfO AOC!tt H 810 Sor;ooo< A" 
l.Lonas JoH Po Do• I e6 
MtnCSoza JoH P 0 ea, 171 
ll<w•a O.•a dO, 200 Fullon Ct 

w w w. 

ROI'I< H Geyo. 810 Spnnoo< A• a 
Routr M1101retAnn, 810 SpMgtr Ave 
RotterPtM W, 810 Spn~rA.;t 
Te.,1otJ E<t~n Rr 1 SC -.r 135 

Maollo 

State Treasurer 
Michael L. Fitzgerald's 

GREAT IOWA 
TREASURE HUNT 

Lucas State Office Building 
Des Moines, lA 50319 

YOU WILL BE ASKI!D TO 
PROVE OWNERSHIP 

• 

Get your claim form today online at 
greatlowatreasurehunt 

2008014403 

2008010521 
2008017422 
2007~1 
2006022;!88 
200801 4!>37 
2008017355 
2007007190 
2007~3821 
2007007190 
20080157~ 

Lent 
Bock,tt~tlecM Jl'n • J Po 8¢~: 37 
KfOPl Tom R, 145 w oev 
MtlCI It·Cofllt Peggy. Swtt!land Crtallont 
Tomfood 6tOYO 2495 f•-Cor 
Motnlng Sun 
e '"Laurie. Po ea. 97 
Othtlt 
Ha'dn Ooan "- 1343 C Avo 
SIMh Dan Ill 8. Po ea, 8!! 
Sm<ih Mchalla. Po ea. 855 
WOPtliO 
Oo1>, W 110 V. 219 5 2nd St 
.-•. , . e.....,e 5751.. 
s..-.. , Nancy L, Po e. • 53 

• com 

2008Q22' 92 
2006080344 
2008010095 
2008011525 

200705587! 

200801571' 
20080245V9 
20080245VV 

20080 I <(160 
2008015073 
2007059183 

Pu bllahed Na m "----------------------------------

Published Address --------,-- - ---- -----­

Published N.1mber 

YourNamo ---------------------------------------
Current Addr .. 

Cltv St ___ _ 
ZIP•---

Get your claim form today online at 
www.greatlowatreasurehunt.com 

5108 
WP 

···-·· 
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Flood waters 
and food safety 

BURLINGTON, Iowa -
Wondenng 1f your food IS safe 
dur1ng ~torms and floods? 
Water everywhere can lead to 
food-borne illness when base­
ments flood and the electricity 
goe~ out, say~ Sam Beatt1e, 
Iowa State Umversuy Extens1on 
food s fet) ~pc. 1ahs1. "Any food 
that IS dry flour, packaged 
food, cereals - that gets wet 
should be di~carded It wJI I 
mold. It will sutler quahty 1ssue:. 
and you JU\t will not want to eat 
11," Beattie said 

If cans of foo'd become 
submerged m flood,~ater, the 
food m the cans ts safe. but the 
:.urlace~ of the cans could 
become contammated from the 
flood\uter, Beame sa1d Get the 
cans out of the floodwater; thr.1 
wash 1hem wJth soapy water 
lollnwed by light bleach to 
S.JnJIILe them "You're gotng to 
lose the label dunng th1s 
process, Beatlle warns. After 

the can 1s sanll11ed, use a water­
proof marl.er to adenufy the can 
- \\hat food 1t con tams and the 
date b) wh1ch you l''"::d to use 
11 Home canned foods are 
harder to deal wuh, he sa1d The 
threads on the Jar may become 
contammated 10 an area that is 
'cry d•fficult to samtize. 

Patty Ste1ner, Nutriuon & 
Health Field Spec1ahst for Iowa 
State Umvcr~lt) Exte nsiOn, 
otters the followmg ad\ICe on 
dec1dmg what foods can be l ept 
or tossed "hen there is concern 
for lood safety " We hope you 
\Hm't need to use this informa­
tiOn But 1f )OU d.:> and do not 
h:l\c easy access to th1s an.cle, 
remember you can get 1h1 s 
tnlormallon 1n •e\eral \\ay\' 

I) Contact your county 
btens1on office (1n Burlington. 
call 319-754 7556) 

2l Access the ISU Extension 
websue at · 

W\\ w.ell.tens•on.iastate.edu, 
and 

3) Call An\\\erl ine a t 800-
262-38~ 

Here are an,wers to common 
concerns: 

\\ hat Food Can I Keep and 
WI Sho ·ld I ThrO\\ Out? 

l'lood \\ oter' CO\ ered our 
rood ~tored on ~hehes ond in 
cobinets. Whot con I keep ond 
"hat ~hould I thron out? 

Do not eat any food that may 
have come into d1rect contact 
w1th flood water 

D1scard any food that IS not 
m a waterproof container if there 
is any chance that 11 has come 
1nto contact with flood water 
Food containers that are not 
waterproof 10clude those with 
screw-caps, snap lids. pull tops 
and cnmped caps Also, discard 
cardboard JUice/m•lkfbaby for· 
mula boxes and home canned 
foods 1f they have come 1n 
contact with flood water. be 
cause they cannot be effecuvely 
cleaned and samuzed 

Inspect canned foods and 
d1scard any food 10 damaged 
can~ Can damage IS shown by 
swelling. leakage. punctures 

holes. fracture:> extensive deep 
rusting or c rushmg/denung 
severe enough to prevent normal 
s tacking or o pen1ng wuh a 
manual. wheel-type can opener 

Steps to Salvage All-Metal 
Cans and Retort Pouches 

Undamaged commercially 
prepared foods 10 all-metal cans 
and retort pouches (for example. 
flex1ble, shelf-stable Juice or sea­
food pouche:>) can be saved 1f 
you do the following 

• Remove the labels, 1f they 
are the removable kmd. scncc 
they can harbor d1rt and bacte­
na 

• Thoroughly wash the can 
or retort pouches w1th soap on 
water usmg hot water 1f ct IS 

available. 
• Brush or wipe away any di 

or s11t. 
• Ranse the cans or retort 

pouches wath water that 1s safe 
for dnnking, 1f available, smce 
d1rt or residual soap will reduce 
the effecuvenes!> o f chlonnc 
samtauon. 

Then, san1t1ze them b 
1mmersion in one of the follow 
ing two ways 

• Place in water and allow the 
water to come to a boil and 
continue boiling for 2 mmutes, 
or 

• Place m o freshly made so­
luuon cons1stmg of I tablespoo 
of unscented, hqu1d chlonne 
bleach per gallon of dnnking 
~ater (or the cleanest. clearest 
water available) for IS nunutes 

A1r-dry cans or retort 
pouches for a m1mmum o f I 
hour before opemng or stonng. 

If the labels were removable, 
then re-label your cans or retort 
pouches. includmg the e"<plra­
uon date (if available). Mth o 
marker 

Food m recond1110ned cans or 
retort pouches should be used as 
soon as poss1ble. thereafter 

Any concentrated baby 
formula in reconditioned, all­
metal contamers must be dtluted 
w1th clean. dnnkmg water. 

News and advertising 
deadline is noon 

Tuesdays 

Writing a Good 
CLASSIFIED Ad 

Put yourself in the 
reader's shoes What would 
you \\ant to know about the 
product or senice you are 
interested in? 

Be descriptive 
•Include a brand name, tf 
available. 
• List the feature of your 
product or sen. ice. What 
ma\..~s it different from 
other items in the same 
category? 
• Avoid abbreviations 
They can abbreviate your 
results' 
• Include The price. 
• Include your phone 
number and the best times 
to call 
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After the flood: preventing 
and removing mold 

IDPH provides guidelines 
for safety 

Mold growth •~ a common 
event after tlood waters recede. 
Molds are a natural part of the 
env1ronment and we are expo\ed 
10 mold spore~ 1 n everyday 
awvuaes. Because mold~ have 
the polentia l 10 cause health 
problems when exccssave 
growth occurs, they should be 
cleaned promptly and correclly. 
"Any slruclure lhat has been 
tloodcd should be presumed to 
contam matcnals conlammated 
" 11h mold 1f 1ho~e matenab 
\I.Crc not thoroughly dned v.uhm 
48 hours," saad Iowa Depan­
ment of Pub he Health Director 
Tum Nev. ton "Under the 
current condauon,, Ill\ obv1ous 
mold gro~o\th ., ~omethmg to be 
a" are of." 

E "i><''ure to mold~ can cause 
reactions 'uch a' ~neez1ng, 
runny mhe, red e)es and ra\h . 
These 1ypes of reactions are 
common and can be 1mmcd1ate 
or delayed To effect1vet:r 
pre.,ent the growth nf mold. the 
follnwmg ~tep' ~hould be tal..en· 

• Clean up and dry out the 
area a.s quackly as possable Open 
\\ andows and doors and use fans 
or dehum1d1fiers to dry out the 
area 

• Remove, d1spose and 
replace all atems that have 
absorbed flood water and 
cannot be thorough!> ''ashed 
and dned E'amples of these 
Hems mclude carpeting and 
carpet paddmg. uphol~tery. \\all-

paper. dry~A>all. cc1lang ulc, , 
1nwla11on m.lleraal, lealher, 
paper. some wood and wood 
produel\, and food. 

• Clean wet non poruu~ 
(llem~ lhat do not ab~orb waler) 
llems and ~urfaces With dclcr 
gent and water to prevent mold 
growth 

If mold h<1s already begun In 
grow, 11\ amportant lo remove 
II as ~oon as passable. The longer 
mold grows, the mnre deSiruc 
uvc 11 c.an lx:come When de.1n 
1ng up mold .a fc~A> prec.1u11nn• 
\hould be tal..en 

• We<~r gloves to prutecl ynur 
hands 

• We.ar goggles thai dn nol 
ha\e \enll(allon holes 10 ll\Oid 
getllng mold or mt>ld spores an 
}'Our eyes 

• Avmd brea1hang an mold or 
mold spores. 1 ha~ can be done 
by carefully remov1ng mold 
contammaled malermls so mold 
~pore.s do 001 become da ~lurbed 
In cases of severe mold grm\lh, 
a dusl mas!.. or resparalnr can be 
worn to manam11e exposure 

For more anfnrmataon on 
mnld prcvenllon ;~nd cle.mur. 
the follo~A>ang resmm.cs .lfC 

available 
• W\\W.cdc gnv/mnldipdf~/ 

dampness facts pdl 

• "'"' w epa gtl\ /mold/ 
moldbasacs.html 

For more anlorn1.1110n on 
general heallh 1ssucs rcln1ed 
tO tloodmg, VISit 

w"" 1dph s1a1e ta uoJudpcr/ 
tlood a~p 

Iowa tax deadline extended for taxpayers 
affected by tornadoes and flooding 

We can laminate your 
• 
important cards and 

J)[:.S ~JOJ:-;ES l~\t•u1 el'l 

ulfech:d h) 1nrn:~does and tlood­
ang "1ll h.a"e addauonalllmc 10 
llle ln\\a Ia' rcwrns and p.ay 
l<m a 1.110. 

The e'lcndcd dcadhne ~>July 
28, 2001), lor reiUrns and pa)· 
menb due aller Ma) 24, .2008, 
and before June :!6. 2008 

Atlct:lcd l.l''lJl·•Yers \\ill not 
be ~UbJCCt to an) penally for 
faahng to tile or pay In add1110n, 
antere~t wall not be due oR pay· 
men!\ made b) July 28, 2008. 

fhe la"-es that arc ampacted 
b) thJS elltcn~aon arc . 

• Wuhholdmg tall 
• C orporauon m..:ome tax 
• Franchi~ tall 
• 'hie and U'>C ta,, mclud.ng 

the automobile rental e"ase ta.._ 
and the 'pccaal equ1pment ta>. 

• Hotel and motelta' 
• Envuonmental protection 

charge 
• lnhentance tax , 1nclud.ng 

the generation ~l..appmg tran~fer 
tax and the qualified u'e mher­
uancet.ax 

• Motor fuel and s~1al fuel 
tax 

• Cagarctte and wbo~~co tall 
It an affected t.JJ<;payer 

receave~ a penalty or anterc~l 
notace from the Iowa Depart· 
mcnt nf Revenue, the taxpJycr 
should c,111 the telephone 
number on the notice Ta\· 
payer' f11i ng a raper return 
should mal..e a not.1t1on on the 
return 'tatmg, "Tal<payer 
affected by tornadoes/flood mg." 

Ca~ualt)' Lo\\c\ 
Atfcclcd ta ... pa:rer'> an 

prc,ldenuall) · declared dasa,ter 
are<~s ma) claam dh.l'ter-related 
ca~ualty lo\ses on thear federal 
1ncome tax return\ for either 

2007 or 2008 . The opuon 
chosen for Ieder a I purposes w1ll 
be au10maucally allo~o~oed for 

Wapello Republican 
OFFICE HOURS 

Sam S p.m 
Monday- Fnday 

CLOSI:.D 
'>aturday ;md Sunday 
Phone: 119-'523-4631 

J olX: 319 ·523-8167 
P 0 . Box 106, 

Wo1pello, lA '526'53 

10\\a Ia"- purpose' Ta ... pa)ers 
may amend the1r 2007 ll•,~a 
1ncome ta' return' to tal..c 
od,antage of tha' pro' 1\IOn 

The State of IO\\J Flood 2008 
Web site maantams the most 

current 1: 1 •• sto~lc ilnd federal 
da~asler countle~ Quc~uons 

ubout lo\\.1 ta\cs and due dates 
should he daroclcd to the lo\\.1 
Department of Re.,enue al I-
800-J67-~ ~S8 or 1drCii Ill\\ o1 gm 

papers for safe keeping 
Louisa Publtshtng Co., Ltd 

Hwy 61 , Wapello 

Pro Racing Weekly Update 
June 28 - 29, 2008 

This Week's Race: Lenox Industrial Tools 301 

New Hampshire Motor Speedway 

--

Race Information & Records 

Last Year's Winner Denny Ham11n 
Qualifying Record Rusty Wallace 132.089 • 2000 
Race Record Jeff Burton 117 134 • 1997 
Race Time 12:30 pm ET June 29th 

Track Statistics & History 

Locallon Loudon. N H 
Turns I Straights 12" I ZO 
Distance 1.058 m1les 
Shape Oval 

Standings 
Through June 22, 2008 

2008 Sprint Cup Series 
DLrill Points 
1) Kyle Busch 2<W8 
2) Jell Burton 2305 
3) Dale Eamhardl Jr 2256 
4) Cart Edwards 2150 
5) J1mm<e Jollnson 2082 
6) Jell Gordon 2041 
7) Greg B1ffie 2019 
8) DcMy Haml1n 2008 
9) Kasey Kalvle 1958 
10) Ct nt Bowyer 1924 
1t) T~ny Stewart 1908 
12 Man Kenseth 1892 
2008 Nationwide Series 

OLllW 
1 Cl<nt Bowyer 
21 Brad Keselowskl 
3 DaVId Reul<mann 
4) Carl Edwards 
5) DaVId Ragan 
6) M1ke Bliss 
7) Kyle Busch 
8) Mtke Wallace 
9) David Slremme 
1 0) Jaso1, Leffler 

Points 
2506 
2318 
2316 
2301 
2201 
2192 
2093 
2053 
1977 
1968 

Driver's Bio 
Kyle Busch 

Born Ma~ 2 1St!~ 

Sponsor M~M's!Sn~ora 
Crev. Ch1cl Sieve Add :-gton 
Car Toyota 

Biography: 
Kyle Bu.;ch IOI'ed H .ndrid< Molorspor1s Ot' Feb 4 
2003 and to. . d . ~ ..ess dn lhe l1adl a :"'OOSI.mrne­
dialery He won his first A..tomobilc Oub of Amenca 
race al Nashvl!e SpM<tM!y from the pol PCISliiOf' 
and rono...ec1 up """' a second w:n ol KentuOy 
Speedway m the very next OUIJng That same r 
he ente<ed seven NASCAR BUSCh Series earrung 
a runrer-..p Mish at LONes Molor Speedway In his 
firsl s1art In late 2004, KVJe BUSCilwllS Cd by 
Hendnek MoiOBI)OIIs 10 rec>laco roong wlera and 
1WCHime Wonslon Cup championship "'VIner Tel')' 
Labonte 1n ll>e lamed No 5 Ke!logg s Chevrolellor 
2005 and beyond In 2005. BuSCh had already 
d•nched the 2005 NASCAR NEXTF~ Cup Roo~ 
or lhe Year bUe bcloro tile end 01 ll'o se:~son 11 
won h•s firsl Cup raco at lhc Sooy HD 500 ot 
Caltfom~a Speedway <n Fontana, Cahlom~a •n 
Seplember 2005 In 2006, Busch quahfiod tor Jtoo 
Chase lor lhe Nextel Cup. but Sl"'9!l'lld lo oompele 
and finished the season on 101h pluco Lol~l year 
Busch oompeted In lhe Cup Championship. bul fin­
Ished the season on Slh place 

New Hampshire Motor Speedway ha5 
become Now England's NASCAR mecca 
for dnvers and fans thatlravel hero from all 
over tho country lo anend races Tho lwo 
Spr~nt Cup Series races at NHMS also 
known as 'The Magic Milo". are I he largest 
spectalor sporting ovenls m New England 

Racing News 

w1th over 100.000 guesls In allendanco at each race 
localed near Loudon, the Speedway Is about one hour 
from Boston. two hours from Portland Maone and 
Provodence, R 1 • and os easily accessible from Vermont 
and Canada Jomm1e Johnson and Kurt Busch havjt been 
the dominant dnvers lhe past four years al lhos lrac~ 
each wonnlng on lwo separate ocuss•ons 

Joey Logano. lhe 2007 Camping World East Senes champiOil, 
who oow dnves for Joe Gibbs Racing 10 lhe Nabonwlde Senes, 
followed up his VICtory at Kentucky Speedway by fnshong sao­
end to Roosh Fenway dnver Car1 Edwanls n lhe Camping 
Wortd RV Rental 250. Logaoo was the only noo-Spnnt Cup 
Senes regular 10 the 10!)'5 He led 351aps and finiShed 1. 58 seo­
onds behnd Edwards lwo weeks ago at Kentucky Speedway, 1!1Qhteen year old 
Logano. 1n his lhord Nationwide Senes start. became lhe youngest dnver n NASCAR his­
tory 10 Wlllllllhe drvlslon or Ill any of NASCAR's three nallooal dM."'lflS 

Last Week's Race: Toyota/Save Mart 350 
l2dru 
Kyle Busch 
DaVId G1Uoland 
Jell Gordon 
Clol\l Bowyer 
Casey Mears 
Juan Montoya 
Ryan Newman 
Matt Kenseth 
Cart Edwards 
Tony Stewart 

~ fJnlJh PolntslBonys 
30 1 195110 
31 2 t70i0 
5 3 165/0 
19 4 160/0 
23 5 155/0 
21 6 150/0 
9 7 146/0 
33 8 142/0 
12 9 143/5 
39 10 t34/0 

Kylo Bu~ :h won al lnfoncon Raceway on Sunday 
11 was h<• llfol Spflnt Cup Senes won on a road 
course wolh a Toyola and hiS lofth vos•t 10 Voctory 
Lane 1h1S season II was hos second road course 
victory. having 100n a Naloonw1de Senes race m 
MexiCO Coly 1n Apnl After lhe race Kyle said. "I'm 
nol happy unless I am wonnong 10 be honest I 
am a miSerable porson • Montoya had moved 
lhrough lhe flold early and had lakon the lead 
unlll Busch grabbed 11 from h1m David Golliland 
finished a career-besl second and was followed 
by Jell Gordon and Cllnl Bowyer 

Race Trivia 
What car dtd Chevrolet use p " to lho 
Monte Carlo 10 Winslon Cup compellt/Ofl? 

a) Lum1na c) Impala 
b) Cavalier d) Capnce 

S66l Ul IU1Wn1 
a41 pa~e1daJ O~BO a1uo~~ 041 (0 lOMIDY 

Hwy9~Wesl 
Columbus ,let . lA 

319·728-22~9 

888-728·2249 
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Wapello City Council 

Flood assistance proposed 
B) J1m Rudo"ll 
Wt\PH LO-A ml'l;ed group 

ot mbre than 50 flood VICti ms, 
rehef"orJ..er,, government lead­
ers and Interested Citizens 
crammed onto the Wapello CH) 
Counc1l < hamber~ June 19 to 
discuss ptls\lble flood rehef et­
fom that could be !Jun,hed b) 
Wapello or other go' ernment 
agencies 

An mlloaiiN of 1dca\ devel­
oped by cny otlicoal\ mcluded 
"'al\lng buildmg permll, "ater 
and se\l.er hl>oJ..up tees. provtd­
tng property tax rebate~ for 

I homebu)ers or butlder.., offering 
a ~5% reducuon m "'ater and 
se\\ er rates lor one year and 

• otlenng free :?008 pool pas\Cs to 
llO<ld Vlcllms II\ mg "1thm the 
\\'opello Communi!) School 
Dl\tfiC( 

One person "'ho h.td been 
d1splaced by the flood \\ater' 
ho,,e, er satd an tmmed1ate con­

cern for VIC I ms '' 1 trymg to 
locate housonl' She satd rental 
a_, tslance "' 1 needed becau\C 
mosl rental 0\1. ners "ere 'eeJ..­
tng h:ong term leases Ho"e'er, 
the uncertatnl) of the1r slluatton 
made dtsplaced re)tdenls reluc­
tant lo lommu to a rental prop­
en) for st:o. monlhs or more 

Oah tile ~1a)·or Benita 
Grooms satd he understood the 
landlord's dcsne for that long a 
commllmcnt, but she .1greed 
mosl flood '''lim~ ~-.IUid not fo­
e us on tJMt tune frame 

"(The renter) doe~n't kno"' 
what's down the road \\ e re 
hangtng ten und wtll not ~now 

unlit FEMA (.md other :~gcnctc.,) 
get an and determme tl "c ha~c 
a community or not," ~ he ex· 
plnmed 

··w e need people to ~tep lor­
" ard \\llh pl.1ces 10 rent," l..out'a 
County P ublic Health Nurse 
Alana Poage' ud 

Counctlman Shl\\n :\1atne 
and Ma)or Ron Durbtn satd an) 
.~~~~~lance program~ ~hould ben­
efit persons dtsplaced by the 
flood. 

"I don '1 wont landlord' to 
prot11 from thts I \\ant as~t'· 
tance to go to people "ho need 
11." ~tame satd 

Durban agreed 
"\\'c 'ertou'l) hope people 

arc nut taJ..tng .td\antage of 
you," he 'atd, t:\platntng nne 
posstbtltt) ".ts to establt~h a 
temJ><liJr} houstng ~tie at the 
\\ ,tpello Fatrgrnunds. lie satd 
ctly 'cr\lces "ere :~I ready IC1 
cared I here and a temporary stte 

could be estahlt hcd '' tthoutiO!> 
much dtlficulty 

\\'htle that ICIOJl<lral) .J~SIS· 

tance mtght attract some, 
GrCl(lffi\ saod 'omcot OaJ..,tllc' 
elderly appeared to be hc.tdtng 
tm\ .tr<b Morntng Sun Wapello 
otltctals agreed to contact the 

Railroad bridge collapses, 
engineer taken to hospital 

AI II 2Q p.m. T ucsd.1y 
evening, June 24, the Louisa 
Count) Shcnff's Ot1icc ro:ccivcd 
a cal from the IC & E Railroad 
I hal one of thctr r.11lroad hrtdges 
in lhc Columbus Junction area 
had collapsed and the engtnccr 
\\as '1111 tn the locomOit\c nnd 

Counl). 
lllc engineer \\,Is Cl{frtcaled 

I rom I he locomotl\ e, and tr~ns­
por1cd b) Lou1sa C.ounl) Ambu­
lance lulhe l'ntHrMI) ol hm.t 
Huspll.tl, r he C\lcnlof hi~ tnju· 
ric~ "'ere not J..no" n 

The I cdcral R:ulmad Admm-
tn the "atcr. i'trnuon "'til 1m c'!>ltgatc the .tc· 

C{)lumhus Junclion I· ire .tnd cidcnl, Inc lo\\a DNR has bel·n 
Rc\cue rcspt•ndcd, along wtth noltltcd .md "'til rc:sponJ to u.l· 
l.m enforccmlnt and the \\Iller dress a dtcsc:l fuel sp1ll 
rc ~uc team from Mu catnc 

Col. Jet. boil order lifted 
LCJLUMB '> JUf';l: I tO·· 

I<ma · The bot I order for Colum­
bus Juncuon and Columbus C'll) 

\\,ts It fled on Suturda}. June 21, 
aCl·nrdtng lo Mallory Smnh, 
C'ummunlly De\elopmcnt Dt­
rcctor, Columbu' Juncuon. 

The "uler trc;ument syMcm 
1~ full) fundwnmg !"he \\atet 
\\,IS tested b) the tJntverSII) ul 
hl\\u tl)gtentc Luborator) and 
\\:tS appro\cd for all usc 
Boulet! "ater "til no longer be 
dtstnhuted," Smith sa1d. 

O\l.ner of the hu1ldtng that cur 
ren1ly •~ betng used as the 
Wapello Police Department a' a 
po"thle alternate ... ue for the 
Oat. HIIectl) go\ernment. Ho''" 
e\er, Grooms satd l\~O sites had 
alre<~dy been o ffered tn Mo rnmg 
Sun and becau-.c ~orne of 
OaJ,qiJe's elderly had gone 
there, 11 mtght be a more con~e 
ment ~lie. 

Poage also ~n1d chtld care 
sen tees needed to be e~tab­
ltshed Dan Dooltn, pastor of 
So ltd Ruck Bapll\1 Church, sa1d 
the Southern Bapu,t Con,entton 
Reco\el) program "'ould bees· 
tabltshmg da) care \ervtces at 
the church in a short ttme 

Hm'c'er, the lad of tnfor­
mauon on the number of dts­
pto~ed prople, dam.1ged butld 
tngs and other ctfecls of the 
flood pre' en ted more concrete 
olfers of d5ststan e. although of 
fictals rnomtscd to conttnue 
planntng etlorts and hold add1· 
Ilona! mceungs a~ more assts· 
tance detntls became a\atlable 

C.tth} McCue, a Federal 
Emergcn~·y Management 
Agency (FF./1.1,\) oltl(tal "'ho 
attended the meeunr,. s;ud the 
mosl •mportJnl ~1cp nn)one af 
tc,lcd hy the llood111g could do 
"ou ld he lo regtMcr "11h her 
ngen y by colltng I 00·621· 
I· e M \ ( '1<>2) l'er ons con ul!oll 

apply lor U>~tst.mce onltne at 

"" \1 lema go' 
":-.;orhtng "ttl happen unless 

\ 311," M Cu" t<'ld •l,e g""'IP 

Continued on page 3 

- --.-.~---.. -

Flood aftermath 
continues to be 
top concern 
In the picture above, a hog 
confinement operation just 
east ofthe Apos tolic Church 
near O akville remained un­
der !.eve raJ feet of water lar.t 
Sunday. 

In the bottom photo, U .S . 
S e na tor John M cCain, cen­
t e r, is flanked by Louis.l 
County S heriff Curt Braby 
(left) and Columbus Junc­
tion mayor Dan Wils on. 
McCam vis ited the county 
last Thursday. 
Iowa S e nators Chuck 
Grassley and Tom Harkin 
toured the area on Friday. 

Continued from page one 
Wapello City Council 

Flood assistance 
e'plaming tmmediale help for 
such need~ a,, rental asststance 
wuld be pro\tded 111 a fe"' days. 

An Oat.. vtlle flood VICttm 
confirmed the agenq \ qutck 
response, saytng he had rcgt>· 
tcrcd "'llh A .MA on June: 17 and 
had rental a'ststance fund' de­
pusHed 10 hi\ bank acwunt on 
June 19 ~1cCue 'a'd her ogene). 
as \\ell as tho:. Small Bu"ne~~ 
Adm101~tra1ton ISBA) and other 
go' ernmcnt program~ "ould 
also be prm tdmg other a'''s· 
tance, but some or that help 
"'ould not be available unttl a 
recovery center (RC) had been 
e~t:lbltshed 

"I don't J..nm\ "'hen an RC 
\\til be ~et up, but as \llllll a~ I 
l..nn\l.,l'lllet you J..nm,.'' she told 
Ctly offi,tals 

Eha~ Guternez.. e~ecull\ edt­
rector ot the l.outsa De\elop­
ment Group Cl.DG), satd com­
muntcatton "'ould be .1n tmpor­
Uint component of recover) ef­
torl'>. He satd provtdiOg IOinrma­
tton on temporary and perma­
nent housmg, rep;urs, dt~lhter 
loan rnformauon, unemploy­
ment and legal asst,tam:c and 
other needed 10forma1ton "ould 

he po'ted on the LOG '' eb,ue 
He satd eltort~ needed to he 
made now to keep res tden ts 10 
the .uea. 

"I can't tell )Oil \\hat \\til 
happen 10 0.11-.\ tile, but the bot­
tom ltne ts some of these people 
arc gotng Ill leave, (but) \\hat 
c.m ''e do to 1-.c:cp them hcre'J" 
he ,l,J..ed 

lie satd a cnucal t\\UC wtll 
he the eltcct ot the flood and 
possible rellJCdtton on the school 
dt,tnct Around 120 students 
hvc tn the O.tJ..' tile area and that 
could ha\e .1 maJor tmpal·t on 
st:Jte atd t l m.1nv o f those 13mt-

l ltcs lca\e Supcnntendcnt J,•hn 
\\'ctdner satd the school would 
he "tlltng to pro\idc computer 

access to flood~ tcttms and ,,,,o 
u\C the dtWtct's emergency call­
tng S)stem tn nnllly restdents ot 
potcnttal assl,tance or other 
ne\\S 

I .ven tf people do e\entu.lll) 
return 1o thetr home,, e'eryonc 
at the mecung agreed there wtll 
be a monumental rebutld1ng 
need that ''ould ltJ..el) attract a 
l.trge number ol contractors and 
other rcpatr hustnesses 1n the 
area Oftictals \\omed 1hat some 
<If tho~e busmcsse' mtght pro­
'1dc shodd) \\OrJ.. and then dts 
appe<~r, cau,mg even more prob­
lem' tor flood v scttms. 

Dooltn, v.ho ts abo a local 
contractor, told the group all 
contraclors tn lmva need to reg 
tstcr "llh the hm a Department 
of l.obor and property o" ncr' 
,hould tnstst on seem!! an) 
contractor's rcgtstrauon helorc 
hmng them Shelly Stn••lclnn 
.tlso reported !hal after car­
her dtsaster, 1 J Thomp,on, 
ma)or of Wapello at that lime, 
had gone around to local bu\1-
ncss O\\ ners and told them to tell 
an) contractor~ "ho asJ..cd to 
post nollce~ for thcu serv1ces on 
thetr establishments, th.1t the) 
needed to regtstcr at cny hall 

The Wapello Cny Counc1l 
"ttl meet agam June 26 at 7 p m. 
at the Briggs Ct\ tc Center to 
continue dtscuss1ng po,stble 
help Durbm abo satd o ther 
meetings cou ld be held even 
sO<.mer tf needed Other groups 
"'til abo be holdtng mecung' to 
help coordtnate atd Lout~a 

County Extenston Dtrector 
Kath) Vance 'atd a I p.m meet­
tnJ! has been 'cheduled for June 
JO at the Lout,,J Count) I hstun­
cal Museum tn \\apello that" til 
bnng USDA H:M-\ and other 
rehel agenlle' tot~o:ther She ... ud 
th:u meeung "til fl)(;Us n lrop 
damage and po~'tble a""t.llKC 
Ill area farmers 



You and Me 
The pa\1 weel.. has been one sporll , and our l.lllh, as we 

of herno~· ellnrt on the pari of worl..ed lllgether to fir.. I. protect 
area c:ommun111e' and v olun- our communille'> . and then, to 
leer~ to IUrn bacl.. the '>Urgmg 
water' of an hiMoric flood 

While these effom dod not 
result m the type ot outcome~ 
that allot"' pra) ed tor, the) did 
not go unnoticed or unappreci­
ated 

It'~ usually a nice thmg when 
Iowa mal..e, the national news. 
but, for once, I vvosh the) had 
been able to overlool.. U'> hke 
they do mo\t of the lime. 

1 wa, proud when a number 
of na11onal ne\\ s commentators 
made mcnllon of our community 

- -

mal..c \ure all were \ale 
There os a great amount of 

worl.. ahe;~d 
Worl.. that \\Ill requore help 

from ondov oduah and govern­
mental en1111es 

Worl.. that wolltry our spmts 
and our fallh 

Let u .. worl.. together to re­
bmld m whatev-er way we can, 
wuh the same spmt of coopera­
uon that was shown 10 the dark 
day' ot the last week. 

Thanb for v osoung 
MAll 

.. -

-
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Levees break near Wapello and Oakville, in Columbus 
Junction; homes, businesses, farmland under water 

Columbut. J unct ion'~ east 
side bu">inec;s district was 
inundated\\, ith flood waters 
after a level' break l.t.;t Sat­
urday I he top a en'' rhoto 
was &ubmltted, the photo at 
left ts a Republican photo. 

In Wapello­
Council meet­
ing set for 
flood relief 
efforts 

The \\. Jpello (II) Counctl 
Y. oil hold n ~pccoal meeung at 7 
p.m , ThurMia), June 19, at Cit) 
!I all. 

Thos mccttng has been l',llled 
to determone .md cstahh'h pro­
po~ab tor flood rehet ellorts 

River tops levels of 1993 
by ~1oke Hodges 
The p:o~t \\eek ha' resembled 

a hter.try work th.u bcgms vv oth 
" It \\,,I\ the best of tome\, and 11 

Y.as the \\Orst ot ume>". 
It vvas the bcM of lime~ In 

ho\\ people responded to the 
challenges pre\ented b)' a flood 
of monumental proportions. 

It was the best of times in 
/10~ people responded to 
the challenges presented 
by a flood of monumen-

tal proportions. 

Worker!> from e' e. y area 
community. mdeed from much 
of Southca~t Iowa, re~ponded m 
drn' t help WJpcllo, Oal.. ville 
and Columbus Junc11on 10 therr 
bani~ agaon~t a terrtblc foe. 

I here vvere no economic, 
polot10.:,11 or religiOUS diVISIOns 
among tho'e \\ho~c hacl..' and 
he:orts \\ere united on a common 
~o.rl to do vvhat they l'ould to 
prote't thJ.:sc communllocs and 
the thousand~ ol ucre' of farms 
and the hundreds ol rural home~ 
m the nt-nsk are:o 

It has also been the wor~t 
of tlfnes. 

It has abo been the worst of 
tomes 

Despite the thousands ol 
hours of \\ork, the thousands of 
s.ondbags, the dedoo.:allon ol .oty 
rc\ldents and thJ.: Jrmy of volun 
leers, levee~ were breached or 
brol..en east ot Wapello, at Co 
lumbus Junction, and southv\cM 
of Oakvolte. 

Wapello 
Volunteers had been meeung 

on the hogh school parl..ong lot to 
fill ~and bags to be placed on the 
levee eJ\1 ol tovv n (Just east of 
the Hoghw.1y 99 bndgc) 

That Je,ec protected home:. 
and farmland on the east '>Ide of 
Wapello, and to the southeast. 

Early on the afternoon on Fn­
day, June 13. that levee was 
compromised, sendmg a torrent 
of water onto that area 

Flood claims life of 
Grandview man 

The epoc tltxxl of2008 turned 
C\ en more tragoc 0\ er the \\ eck 
end, vvhen the bod) of a 
Gr;rndv,iew man \\as rewvered 
e.ost of Wapello on lov~a Rov,er 
tlood Y. aters 

Scott ~tcCullc). 35, 
Grnndvoe\\, had been reported 
ml\smg b) l,omol) members un 
s.uurda). June 14 

~kCullc) ·~ \Chocle had been 
lound ea<;t o f \\apello on a 

gravel road adpcent to the flood 
Y.ater, near hos parents' reSI­
dence 

The Wapello Fore Department 
boated to the resodence and ven­
fied he \las not tn or ncar the 
es de e 

Sunday alternoon, June 15, 
the Fore Oepartment agaon 
searched the Jrea, and dl\cov­
ered the body at apprm.omatel) 
2pm 

Once the levee had broken, 
efforts shifted to sandbagging a 
few local resodences that ap­
peared to be at mk, and to send­
mg volunteers and sandbags to 
the Columbus Juncllon and 
Oakvolle areas. 
Oakville 

Hundreds of people con­
verged on the commumty woth 
four wheelers. heavy equipment. 
and wolhng hands 10 fortofy a 
seven m1 teB stretch of levee to 
protect that town and the thou­
sands of acres of farmland, hog 
confinement operauons, and ru­
ral homes that lay to the cast and 
the south. 

On the afternoon of Saturday, 
June 14. 1t became apparent that, 
de~plle the herooc effort, the 
levee was not gomg to hold, and 
workers and remaomng Oakvolle 
resodents were ordered out of 
tovvn 

LJte that even10g the levee 
broke. 

The break flooded not 
only the community of 
Oakville, but an esti­

mated 45,000 to 50,000 
acres of farmland, homes 
and livestock operations. 

The breaJ.. flooded not only 
the commumty of Oak ville, but 
an esllmated 45,000 to 50,000 
acre~ of farmland homes and 
hv-eMock. operation~ 

Whole Oakville resodents and 
arC<~ farmers had been removmg 
hou,ehold goods. farm equip­
ment and livestock for several 
days. ume snll prevented people 
from removmg everylhmg. 

Columbus Junction 

Supervisors hear briefing on flood; 
dantage far exceeds 1993 

The Don Purdy home, east of Wapello on Hrgh\say 99, I S poctured after the levee break 
ea!>t o f Wapello in the photo at lop. The city of Oakville was covered by several feet of 
water after a levee break southwest of town, bottom pho to (photos submitted). 

When coty ofticoals receoved 
vvord on Monday. June 9, that the 
Iowa Rl\er's ~t would exceed 
the record 1993 levels by a sub­
stantial amount, plans were 
made as to ho'~ to proceed 

It \\a~ decoded that, to protect 
a large area of eastern Colum­
bu~ Juncuon, where a number of 
bw.10e:.ses were located, a levee 
vvould be built 

By Connoe Street 
WAPELLO, lov\a - Whole 

areas of Lou1sa County have 
been under Willer, the nver lev­
els seems to be rccedtng. About 
15,000 acres are under water e-.c.t 
of Wapello and several homes 
have been destroyed tn the 
Oak volte area • mcludmg 14 of 
I 6 cabins .ot Hawk Eye Wood 

on the Wapello sode of the 
Oakv1lle bndge. Homes at Elnck 
June lion arc also sottmg m deep 
water 

Se~eral Wapello bu~messes, 
inctudmg county government, 
are Y. orkmg short staffed be­
cause those who hve north of 
Wapello can't cross the Iowa 
R1ver to get work. 
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Loutsa Count)' Shenff Curt 
Braby told the County Superv t· 
sors Tuesday morn1ng that he 
has deputies who hve on each 
sode of the mer and are patrol 
hng those areas. He said he '' 
short two ;aoler.. and three dos· 
pate hers because they can't get 
to town He saod hos staff mem 
hers are generally workmg 12 
hour shofts and estimated that 
o~erume wilt top 400 hours. The 
county anucopate~ that FEMA 
funds woll help woth extra costs 
assocoated Y.llh the floodmg. 

Donations for 
flood victims 
accepted 
locally 

Donauons for loc:al victoms of 
the recent flood may be taken to 
the ~helter at Sohd Rock Bap 
11\1 Church in Wapello 

The followong uems are ur 
gently needed (they may abo hi.! 
dropped oft at Mutual Telephone 
Company on Mormng Sun) 

Infant and toddler doapcrs. 
formula, Jar baby food, pet food , 
laundry detergent, bath toweb 
and wash doth\ garbage ba!!s. 
dosh <,cap, ~hoes,lurnuure, cte .. n 
up l..11s (bleach and \Cruh 
brmhe~) 

Bra by reponed that one man 
had died smce Wednesday, June 
II, when he was reponed mos:>­
mg. The body was dtscovered 
Sunday alttrnoon by rescue 
\\ orkers m boats 

" \\.e don t knov\ tor sure 
what happened but he was ap­
parently swept away," Oraby 
s:lld .. fhat i~ oln e'amplc of \"h)' 
we don't "ant people gomg mto 
those areas " 

He saod 11 ts hos understand­
mg that most pogs 111 local con­
finements v\cre remo\ed from 
the area, although there are re­
ports of pogs v~a~hmg ashore. 
both dc.od and love, 111 the 
Gulfport, Ill, area 

Brahy also noted that the 
Amencan Red Cross v~ants to 
set up a twtporary headquarters 
on Wapello and 1 f a locauon os 
found, thcol.! \\ 011ld be about ISO 
stall mJ.:mbcr> commg to tO\\ n 
in about a\\ cck and wolt stay 1\VO 

to three months. Houstng "oil 
be nc>cded foo them, also 

Braby saHI a fe\v houses on 
the north ol W.opetlo have \\ et 
basements, but othervvl\e there 
os no dam,tgc to homes 111 the 
county sc;u. 

Hogh'' ays 61, 92, 22, 70 and 
Louisa Count> Road G28 north-

Continued on page 3 

Louisa Communications 
restores service for local 
Iowa Telecom customers 

l.ouo\a Commun11:auons ( lllllmum~atoon"vJ~nolltiedot 
came t11 the ;ud ol hm .1 T.:lecom thl llh\ of ser\ll~ (,1 fiber hnl.. 
last wed end \\hen tloodrng 
caused b) a lev ce breal.. east ol 
\V;lpcllo led to the "'" of ser­
v"e fur Iowa Telecom\ les·al 
CU\IUmcrs 

\\ '" ll>'>tl. 
Louo\.1 Conunumcattlln\ om· 

mcdoatel) began vvorktng tore 
\lore ~cn 1cc (lung do stance ,1 d 
I) II l for lov\a l'cleL·om cu\tom 

On Sunday, June 15, Louosa ers 

Corn and Soybean 
Growers Banquet 
cancelled 

fhe l.ouosa and Des Muone:. 
C'uunty C'orn and Soybean 
Grovv ers Annu.1l Banquet 'et for 
Thursda) June 19 has b.:en can­
celled due to tloodong concerns 

The b,mquet was to be held 
at Comfort Suotes tn Burlington 

The raolroad tracl..s "Were to be 
the north poruon of the protected 
area, with the levee to be con­
structed east of the Columbus 
Motel, Y.est down U S Highway 
92. and then would u~e a natural 
me 10 elevation to the west. 

Worl.. began on Tuesday. June 
I 0. \\ llh heavy equtpment and 
hundreds of volunteers worl..10g 
fevenshly for days 

At noon on Saturday, 
June 14, work was halted 

when it became evident 
that the levee was not 

going to hold. 

At noon on Saturday. June 14. 
work was halted when 11 became 
evodent that the levee was not 
gomg to hold 

Columbus Junc11on mayor 
Dan Wilson noted that, "At that 
ttme the focus became safety, 
and we got everyone out". 

Work cont10ucd for a ume at 
a levv rel;odenllal tocauons, but 
the heavy hftmg was over 

The coty's water plant 1s lo­
cated 10 the affected area, and the 
co ty \hut down the plant to av01d 
contam10at1on 

There was grC<~t concern that 
the c11y would run out of water, 

Continued on page 3 
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Louisa County prepares for the flood of 2008 
Oakville --------------

Columbtts Junction 
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Look for more 
photos of the flood 
of 2008 next week 
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Continued from page one 

Supervisors briefing 
east of Wapello are closed as ts 
H:!2 (the K Road). He sa1d once 
damage ~~ asse.-sed they m1ght 
or might not be opened soon 

County Engmeer Larry Roehl 
satd there are 40 m1les of gravel 
roads and I 0 miles of paved 
roads under water Roehl sa1d 70 
would probably be the first to 
open. He sa1d there are probably 
some preny btg holes m 61 and 
92 

Roehl ~n•d he dne~n '1 l nnw 
ho~ badly the roads are dam· 
aged, but sa1d maJor work w1ll 
be needed He estimated costs 
for pa' rng, gra.,el, debns re· 
mo ... al and erosron control at 
about S4 mtlhon 

Braby ,a1d O\er the ~eekend 
the'' ater was down to the 1993 

flood stage 
"We ha\e come to reahle rhat 

1993 wasn't so bad," he s.:1d 

Ja1l construction has come to 
a halt w1th no way to get equ1p· 
ment or workers to the locatron 

Norm Stone and Drew 
DcLang wnh the L. S Depart­
ment of Agnculture also made a 
report to the supervrsors 

"We want to offer our ~er­
v•ces," De Lung satd. "We w 111 
do what we can" 

They sard the agenc) could 
help rn many ways '' llh such 
prOJects as rtprap, debrts re­
mo,al, brtdge abutments, soli 
stabrhzatron and may be some 
pnvate le\ees They sard they 
~ould not bUild road~ 

Continued from page one 

River tops 1993level 
but the) ''ere able 10 use a Tyson 
well, and keep water flowmg lor 
bathrng. ~ash1ng clothes, etc 

Bottled drtnkmg water wa~ 
being provided to rcsrdents 

On Tuesday afternoon water 
leveb ~ere falhng, and there 
was hope that the water plant 
could be cleaned and back on 
hne rn two or three days. 

Where do we go from 
here? 

The waters have cre~ted, hut 

ha\e )et to recede enough to 
tully examrne the great amount 
ol damage done 

Next wee).. the Republican 
w1ll take a look at the damage, 
and the drrecuon area res1dents 
must go to begrn the long pro­
cess of healing 

Area resident~ that ha'e 
~ustained nood damage are 
urged to contact FEM \ at 1· 
800-621 -3362 or 
~w~.f'EMA.com 

Thb aerial photo ~how' the b reak in the levee ~outhwest of the city of Oak\ ill e. The 
break led to ~everal feet of water in the town, and to the flooding of thouo;and~ of acreo; 
of farmland (submitted photo). 
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Water gushe!> acro~s H1ghway 99 east o f Wapello after a levee was comprom1sed las t 
Friday As o f Tuesday attemoon, the bridge eas t o f Wapello and the highway remain 
clo.,ed, although wa ter levels had begun to recede. 



Elizabeth Yoder, AmeriCorp Naturalist with the Louisa County Conservation Board, 
talks about water pollution to the Wapello 7th grade science class on Thursday, Janu­
ary 24th. The class was using a plastic landscape model to see how pollutants can enter 
a community's water supply1 The students tried to develop practices to keep pollutants 
out of the water. This program was funded by the Louisa County Soii and Water Con­
servation District Commissioners. 

I 

\ 

~ 







Record crests this weekend 
31.5 feet predicted at Wapello; 32.5 feet predicted at. Columbus Junction 

. In 1993 officials said that it 
was a 100 year flood. 

Now, fifteen years later, 
Louisa County residents (in­
deed, residents statewide) are 
faced with the unpleasant pros­
p'ect of dealing with another 
"100 year flood". 

In fact, crest predictions early 
Tuesday afternoon point to lo­
cal river levels even higher than 
in 1993. 

ous record. 
Columbus :Junction area resi­

dents were working feverishly 
this week, preparing for a crest 
of 32.5 feet--again some two to 
three feet over the record crest 
of 1993. 

Levees were being built and 
sandbags filled and placed into 
position. 

Without the newly-con­
structed levee in Columbus 

Concern throughout the 
county centered not only on 
whether levees would hold, but 
also if the record levels would 
be over the top of the levees·. 

Complicating the situation is 
the fact that, while the crest is 
forecast for Sunday, the river is 
likely to stay at or near those lev­
els for two to three days, before 
a slow fall is forecast. 

As of Tuesday afternoon, 
Officials were predicting a Junction, water levels would county road closures included: 

crest of 31.5 feet in Wapello on cover the lumber yard, Highway 92 from Columbus 
Sunday. The record crest was set Economart, Casey's, Subway Junction viaduct to Columlbus 
on July 7, 1983, at 29.53 feet, · andColumbusMotelareaswith Junction Highway 70 (a levee 
making the predicted crest some a few inches to a few feet of was being built on Highway 92). 
two feet nigher than the previ- water. County road G26 in the 

Gladwin area . 
Meyerholz Lake Road from 

Highway 99 to Highway 99. 
I Avenue off Highway 99. 
Toolesboro Landing off 

Highway 99. 
Cappy Ru'Ssell Road and 

Landing off Highway 99. 
In addition, Highway 99 was 

slated to be closed Wednesday . 
just south of the Oakville bridge, 
so the levee can be filled in at 
that location. 

As the crest approaches, ad­
ditional closures are likely. 

For updates on road closures, 
check the following website: 
www.louisacountyiowa.org 

Flood 
preparations 
Area resi(ien ts in the 
path of rising flood wa­
ters have been making 
preparations for record 
crests. 
In the top photo, work 
was underway in Colum­
bus Junction to build a 
levee protecting the east 
part df the town. 
In the photo at left, sand­
bags were being stored 
for use on the levee just 
east of Wapello. 
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Soil judging clinic held for South Sub-district FFA Chapters 
By Jacob Kerr 

and Denise Allen 

The NRCS and its staff 
located the site, dug the pits, 
prepared the scorecards and 
completed all the leg work to 
make the experience both 

Wapello FFA and six other 
FFA chapters from the South 
Sub-district of the Southeast 
District participated in a Soil 
Judging Clinic and Contest 
hosted by the Louisa County 
National Resources Conserva­
tion Services (NRCS) and the 
Louisa County Soil and Water 
Conservation District (SWCD). 
The event was held on Wednes­
day, September 24th, 2008, on 
land owned by Eleanor Stone. 

, educational arid enjoyable for all 
students involved. 

Each chapter was allowed as 
many teams as they desired. 
Wapello's two teams placed 
second and tied for 7th out of 22 
teams entered. Kelsey Gittings, 
Brock Webb and Grant 
Schaeffer made up the first team 
and Bryan Bockes, Jacob Kerr 
and Cortney Tomson were on the 
second team. 

Gittings placed 3rd among 
·the 87 individuals participating. 
Other individual placings 
included Schaeffer 6th, Webb 
11 th, Bockes 14th, and Tomson 
45th. The top three teams and 
the top three individuals were 
awarded medals sponsored by 
the Louisa County SWCD. 

All the participants started 
with a practice pit. After 
viewing the pit, Mark Levan, 
Soil Scientist from the District 
NRCS Office in Washington, 
went through the scorecard for 
that pit with the students. Then, 
each partic ipant completed 
scorecards on three more pits 
and submitted them for judging. 
They completed the day ' s 
activities by taking a 40-question 
test related to soils. 

To complete the soil 
scorecard for each pit, the 
contestants have to evaluate 
surface features, evaluate profile 
features, determine the class of 
land, recommend conservation 
practices, and determine suit-

. ability of thesoilfor houses with.. , 
basements, septic tank disposal. 
fields, and use as topsoil . 

The next competition is the 
Southeast District Event , 
Tuesday, October 7th, at MCC. 
If they place in the top 5 at 

· district, they advance to the state 
competition in Ames on 
October 11th. There they will 
square off with the top 5 teams 
for the other 5 districts. The top 
5 teams at the state event qualify 
to compete at the International 
Land Olympics in Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma in May 2009. 

Norm Stone, NRCS Techni­
cian took the lead role in this 
everit. He located the sites for 
the pits, dug the pits, and 
coordinated all the activities. 

Other NRCS staff who 
helped included Drew DeLang, 
NRCS District Conservationist 
and Chris Bradley, NRCS 
Technician. 

The Louisa County SWCD 
provided the awards for the ' 
event, publicized the event, 
provided staff time, and treated 
the participants to a snack. 
Duane Lewis, SWCD Techni­
cian, and Janet Williams, SWCD 
State Secretary helped carry out 
activities and communication. 

Following is a list of the top 
teams and individuals: 
Teams 
lst Columbus 1 390 
2nd Wapello l 363 
3rd Washingfun l 357 
4th Lone Tree 1 325 
5th Davis County 1 311 
6th Central Lee 2 300 
7th Wapello 2 296 
Columbus2 296 

Individuals 
1st Elyssa McFarland, 

Columbus 139 
2nd Seth Todd, Columbus 131 
3rd Kelsey Gittings, Wapello 129 
4th Sam Shepherd, 

Washington 122 
Jared Vittetoe, Washington 122 
6th Grant Schaeffer, Wapello 120 
Tanner Travis, Columbus 120 
8th Cecil Knapp, Davis County 117 
9th Jared Todd, Columbus 115 
Matt s~. Central Lee 114 
ll th Brock Webb, Wapello 113 
14th Jacob Kerr, Wapello Ill 
45th Cortney Tomson, Wapello 83 

Mark Levan (in the pit), District Soil Scientist for NRCS, explains the scoring of the practice 
pit for the South Sub-district FFA Soils Clinic and Contest. Twenty two teams and 87 indi­
viduals from seven schools participated. Norm Stone, NRCS Technician, coordinated the 
event jointly sponsored by the Louisa County NRCS and the Louisa County Soil and Water 
Conservation District. Lunch and results were coordinated by the Wapello FFA. 
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